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UoffDAT,  FebnuiT  11,  1838. 

Militia  CowU  Martial 

Tb»  rtipott  at  &«  OomraitteB  on  tniituy  Af- 

Ui*,  [nude  this  ixy,]  on  the  snl^ect  of  the  doan- 

msnti  in  this  cue,  being  under  consideratioD — 

Mi.  UuoLtos  oS^«d  the  folloiring  resohi- 

Haolted,  TluU  the  report  of  ths  Committee  on 
MXluT  ABkin,  romde  to  iliia  House,  on  certiiD  doc- 
iB«Db  eommniiicKted  bj  t1i«  Deputmeat  of  Wsr, 
loi^iiilg  ibe  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  which 
MnTwwd  at  Itobile  on  the  Cth  December,  iai4,  and 
a  emnspondence  between  the  Eecretarj  of  War 
ud  QoTetnor  Bloont,  reepecting  eertaio  drafts  of 
(be  liElia  of  the  Bute  of  Tennessae,  bo  i^iated 


Mr.  Dunov  mored  to  amend  the  rceolndon, 
padding  these  words: 

"And  that  tba  doenments  heretofore  ordered  to 
bt  prinled,  ibsU,  when  printed,  be  appended  to  said 
report,  In  tlia  ordet  in  wldeh  the;  hare  been  ar- 
tHgcd  b;  the  committee." 

Mr.  Haultov  accepted  the  amendment. 

Hr.Busan  said-thatibywajof  q>olog7tbat 
the  order  of  the  Honae  had  not  been  complied 
with,  it  had  been  said  that  it  WEisone  of  tbeliigh 
^Tikges  of  ft  oommittee  of  Congress,  to  eaj 
vben  and  how  doonments  are  to  be  printed.  He 
dtcied  that.  He  denied  that  when  the  Home 
bad  Nod  cMtain  papers  are  to  be  printed,  a 
wamittee,  or  a  member  of  a  oommittee,  maj 
Mt  them  in  tb^  pockets,  and  prereat  them 
Bom  being  printed.  If  snch  a  nootnno  were 
to  prevail,  a  oommittee  might  pat  docnmenta  ii 
ibebr  poeketa  and  ke<H>  &em  there  nntU  th. 
end  of  the  iearftn.  The  mode  of  printing  had 
beeaindkatedbj  tfaewderof  tbeEoQse.  This 
to  not  merelj'  a  conflict  between  tbe^ivilegee 
tl  a  oommittee  and  irf  the  printer.    What  bad 


the  printer  to  do  with  it  beyond  putting  it  into 
tjpef  that  wbioh  was  before  the  Honse  is  cbiro- 
Kraphy.  Why  then  ahonld  it  be  stated  that 
Uiia  is  a  oonStct  between  tbeprivileges  of  a 
committoe  and  the  printer?  With  all  due  def- 
erenoe^  the  House  had  a  right  to  examine  the 
dooaments  at  the  same  time  as  the  committee. 
He  knew  not  why  the  oommittee  had  claimed 
the  privUego  of  Kiting  their  opinions,  when 
they  were  not  asked  for.  "When  documents 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  it  was  not  the  nsnol 
way  to  retain  them  from  the  clerk,  ao  that  he 
ootudhaTenoopuortanity — should  notbe  able  to 
send  them  to  the  printer — bat  they  had  been 
noiformly  sent  to  the  clerk,  and  from  him  to  the 
printer.  It  was  cow  perfectly  clear  that  it  was 
the  ot)]eot  of  the  committee  that  the  people 
shoold  not  have  the  doonmeats  witboat  a  dos- 
sary  to  acoompany  them.  The  Secretary  of  War 
had  beeii  precloded  from  girioff  aoy  opioioa. 
It  was  then  the  wish  of  the  gentlemen  that  the 
facta  ihoold  go  forth  to  the  people  without  any 
commentary.  Now,  the  same  gentlemen  seem 
to  fear  Itei  the  people  should  naro  the  fiicts 
witboat  a  commentuy.  It  is  intended  to  in- 
donate  that  the  people  have  so  little  knowledge 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  understand  the 
docnmenta  if  they  were  presented  to  them  by 
tljomselvcs.  He  was  astonished  to  bear  anch  a 
doctrine  asserted.  He  did  not  know  with  what 
Icind  of  people  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina was  acqaaint«d;  hat  those  of  the  people 
with  whom  he  was  himself  acquainted,  he  coold 
asmre  the  gentleman,  want  no  glossary  <x 
commentary  to  serve  as  a  guide  to  Uieir  under- 
standings. Tbismodeofaccompanying  thedocu- 
ments  with  a  glossary  might  liave  a  very  different 
effect  fkim  keeping  the  people  f^om  committing 
errors  of  opinion. 

He  ask^  what  friend  there  was  of  Oeoeral 
Jameson  who  would  omue  forward  and  s^  thftt 


..oogic 


'R-] 


ABRIDOHENT  07  THE 
Jftb'tta  C<mr1t  ManiaL 


[Fedbdu 


,1820. 


the  naked  trath  sball  not  go  forth  until  hig  friends 
had  prepared  a  commeDtary  to  sooompaDT  it  t 
He  wan  astoniBhed  that  ao  j  gentleman  ooold  ad' 
vaoca  the  doctrine  here,  that  ptqwra  most,  of  ne- 
oeasity,  go  to  the  world  with  a  oommentsry  and 
argument  to  each  thU  fellow-dtizens  how  to  nn- 
deratand  the  record.  He  prayed  that  members  of 
the  HoDse,  who  had  been  nearly  a  fortnight  wut- 
iog  for  these  papers  to  be  printed,  might  have 
the  priTilege  of  naving  these  doonmenta  before 
them.  He  admittod  that  the  argument  of  the 
committee  was  ingenious— 

The  &PRUCXK  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island,  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  diBonaa 
the  merits  of  (he  report  on  a  qnestion  to  print 

lir.  BuBcna  s^d  he  waa  not  about  to  go  into 
the  merits.  He  would  aa;  the  report  bad  no 
merile.  He  wishedtohave  the  tesUmonj  with- 
out the  oommentary ;  and  he  prayed  that  the 
order  already  made  by  the  Honae  ahonld  be 
complied  with. 

The  Spz&zsb  stated,  that  when  the  order  of 
the  House  waa  made  to  refer  the  dooumentg  and 
print  them,  be  had  submitted  the  papers  to  the 
(diairmau  of  the  committee,  a  ooutm  whioh  he 
thonght  perfectly  proper. 

Mr.  Beattoh  re&ired  to  the  oonrse  purraed 
at  the  last  wwion,  as  to  the  doonments  oormeot- 
ed  with  the  dispote  between  the  IT.  States  and 
the  State  of  Georgia.  A  motion  was  then  made, 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committ«e,  that  all 
the  docoments  ahoold  be  upended  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  they  were  so  appended. 
The  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
had,  in  the  course  of  their  inyeetigation,  found 
it  necessary  to  examine  a  mass  of  doonments, 
some  of  whioh  were  only  to  be  obtuoed  from 
the  Indian  Department,  and  all  these  were  ap- 
pended to  their  report.  There  was  nothing 
novel,  therefore,  in  uiis  propDntion. 

Ur.  BvaoAXAs  said :  I  nse  to  exprev  a  sin- 
cere hope  that  the  EoDse  may  promptly  decide 
this  qnestion.  I  fear,  from  the  course  which 
the  debate  has  taken,  that  we  may  again  find 
ourselves  involved  in  a  political  conte^  I  call 
upon  those  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  if  there 
be  any  such,  with  whom  my  opinion  has  any 
influence,  to  avoid  making  this  a  party  ques- 
tion. The  House  have  aLreadj  wasted  snffl- 
cient  time  upon  questions  of  that  character. 
We  have  already  withdrawn  ourselves  long 
enough  from  the  public  bnnness  of  the  nat'~~ 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  the  polilji 

What  is  the  tme,  the  Intrinsic  natnre  of  the 

Saestion  now  before  the  House  t  It  is  simply 
lis:  Shall  the  doonments  be  printed  with,  or 
without,  the  report  of  the  committee )  What 
posuble  difflonlty  can  arise  in  answering  this 
question  ?  No  gentleman  has  objected  to  print- 
mg  the  report.  Whether  the  documents  shall 
be  attached  to  the  report  or  not,  both  will  be 
read  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Then 
why  detach  them  from  each  other !  Let  them 
go  together.  The  question,  however,  is  one  of 
so  trifling  a  charaotor,  that  I  should  vote  in  the 


legative,  rather  than  be  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing another  protractM  iwrty  debate. 

The  Committee  on  Uilitaiy  Affairs  have 
been,  in  my  opinion,  unjustly  censured,  because 
they  took  possession  of  the  documents  before 
they  were  printed.  But  was  not  the  order  of 
the  Honse  to  refer,  equally  powerful  with  tba 
order  to  print  t  The  cominitt«e  had  at  least  as 
much  right  to  the  possesmon  of  these  docu- 
ments, as  the  printer.  One  gentieman  mty 
have  wished  that  the  printine  might  be  the 
flrst  step,  while  another  desired  that  the  refer- 
ence might  have  the  precedence.  How,  then, 
are  the  committee  censurable  I  If  the  print- 
ing had  l>een  delayed  too  long,  the  House  conM 
and  would  have  exercised  a  control  over  their 
committee. 

If  the  House  had  wished  the  documents  to 
be  printed,  without  the  commentary  of  the 
oommittee,  they  onght  to  have  passed  an  order 
for  printing  simply.  But  at  the  same  time  that 
we  ordered  the  printing,  we  sent  the  docu- 
ments to  the  committee.  For  what  purpose  t 
Oertainly  that  we  might  obtain  their  report : 
and  now  the  only  question  is,  whether  the 
documents,  and  the  report  upon  them,  shall  be 
prlntod  together,  or  separately!  I  shall  vote 
that  the  commentary  shall  accompany  the  text ; 
hnt  yet  I  think  it  a  matter  of  very  little  im- 
portance. 

'The  only  change  which  the  oommittee  have 
made  in  the  order  of  the  letters,  is  to  place 
them  in  the  order  of  their  dat«s,  and  make  the 
answer  follow  the  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply. 
So  gentleman  can  wish  to  see  the  answer 
placed  before  the  letter  which  gave  birth  to  it, 
Hr.  B.  again  expressed  a  hope  that  this  might 
not  become  a  party  question,  and  produce  ft 
party  debat«. 

Mr.  Tatlos,  in  reply  to  the  question  which 
bad  been  asked,  as  to  what  difference  it  made 
how  the  documents  were  printed,  etid  that 
there  were  two  distinct  series  of  printing :  one 
of  which  embraces  Executive  documents,  and 
the  other  Benorts  of  Oonunltt«se.  At  a  future 
day,  when  tois  information  should  be  sought 
for,  the  Executive  documents  would  natnr^y 
be  looked  to.  Should  it  be  transferred  to  Re- 
ports of  Committees,  it  would  not  be  in  Ita 
natural  place.  It  doee  not  now  come  before  ua 
as  from  the  Executive  Bepartmenta  at  alL  The 
House  had  ordered  that  it  should  be  printed  as 
an  Executive  document,  and  as  such  it  ought  to 
be  printed.  Precedents  had  been  referred  to. 
One  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  case  of  the 
Vice  President.  In  that  case,  the  dooumenta 
were  matters  collected  as  evidenoe,  and  formed 
a  part  of  the  report.  This  is  a  very  difiereot 
matter.  If  the  Bepartment  has  presented  these 
documents  in  a  manner  to  impose  on  the  peo- 
ple, the  committee  might  cast  a  censure  on  the 
Department ;  but  the  House  owes  it  to  the  De- 
partment to  print  the  information  as  it  has 
been  received.  He  thonght  it  high  time  that 
we  shonld  proceed  with  the  puluio  bunne« 
He  had  come  to  the  House  this  day  in  that  ex- 
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pectstjoa  Uolen  we  violate  all  the  ndes  uid 
praoliee  of  the  House,,  the  order  wonld  be  eie- 
eii(«d  u  it  bad  b«en  preTionaly  directed,  with- 
oat  any  change  in  the  manner  of  doing  it, 

Mr,  TioKum  oallod  (or  the  previous  qneg' 
tloD'.  irliioh  moticHi  prevailed. 

The  qaeetion  being  then — "  Shall  the  main 
qnettion  be  nov  pat  1 "  It  wai  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^ea  1 09,  noes  76. 

Tha  question  wis  then  taken,  on  the  passage 
of  the  reacdDtiM),  juid  agreed  to— ayes  108, 
iioeaS9. 

TuwDAT,  Febroary  13. 
Savf/  Appropriationt  and  Mtpense*.  , 
On  motion  of  l£r.  HcDutub,  the  Honae 
vent  into  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  tlie  Union,  Mr,  Contiot  in  the  chair,  and 
took  up  the  bin  making  appropriations  for  the 
Kavil  aerrioe  for  the  year  1S28.  The  bill  was 
mad  throngh,  and  then  token  np  by  aectiona ; 
nd  the  clause  of  appropriation  for  the  pay  and 
tabdstence  being  nnder  consideration — 

Mr.  HomiAK,  Ohairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Kaval  Affaire,  requested  Mr.  MoDirmE, 
ChMiman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Kerns,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  to  state  to 
Ibe  Home  what  was  the  increase  in  the  unm- 
ber  of  officers  in  the  eatimatee  of  the  present 
TNT,  over  the  nnmber  of  officers  in  the  esti- 
mitM  of  last  year. 

Kr.  MoDuFViB  replied,  that  he  had  imper- 
fectly nnderstood  tne  gentleman  from  iSew 
York,  bnt  would  state,  in  reply  to  what  he  had 
nndentood  to  be  his  question,  that  the  increase 
hi  imoont  for  this  item  vaa  about  $20,000 ; 
vbich  difTerence  grew  oat  of  the  increased 
Btanberof  ofGoera, 

Ur.  HoTFiuH  then  went  into  a  lengthy  de- 
tiOed  rtitement,  in  wluoh  he  compared  the 
estimatH  of  this  year  and  the  last,  as  they  ap- 
I^  to  each  grade  of  officers.  The  nmnber  of 
C^Uhis,  hi  1827.  was  37;  for  tbie  year,  82. 
These  in  commission  in  1827,  were  8 ;  those 
Ix  this  year,  9.  Oaptuns  waiting  orders  last 
nar,  were  S ;  tbie  year,  18.  Lientenants  wut^ 
ng  orders  last  year,  were  S3 ;  those  waiting 
oners  this  year.  111.  Sm-eeons,  two  more 
this  year  tlun  last— 13  waiting  for  orders. 
Burgeons'  mates  were  increased  from  28  to  82 ; 
waiting  orders  last  year,  none;  this  year,  11. 
Poners  increased  from  31  to  SS — 4  waiting 
ord«s  lost  year;  8  this  year.  Midshipmen 
vaiting  orders  last  year,  20 ;  this  year,  8S.  He 
mamed  Dp  the  increase  for  the  present  year  as 
foDows :  6  Oaptains,  1  Oommandant,  06  Lien- 
lenants,  17  Snrgeons,  14  Snrgeons'  mates,  6 
RiTwra,  8  Chapliuns,  and  166  Midshipmen. 
After  rtatin^  the  reasons  given  by  the  Secreta- 
ry for  this  mcrease,  Mr.  B.  insisted,  that,  if 
my  alterations  were  to  be  introdaced  in  the 
BttnagemeDt  of  the  Navy,  those  changes  ooold 
be  more  easQy  effected  if  the  nmnber  of  offi- 
ttn  was  few  than  many.  The  only  limit  to 
fte  number  of  appointments  was  m  tbe  re- 


stricting the  appropriations  for  their  pay  and 
subsistence.  Ho  eipreB»ed  his  willingnesa  to 
increase  the  nnmber  of  officers  so  far  as  might 
be  nocesaary  for  tcsbcIb  actaally  in  oommisalon, 
but  was  opposed  to  increanng  the  number  of 
those  wuung  for  orders.  The  Navy  now  cost 
aboDt  one-seventh  of  the  whole  erpenditnre  of 
the  Government.  That  arm  of  tne  Gkivem- 
ment  was  at  present  highly  popular ;  but  would 
not  continue  to  be  eo  if  it  were  suffered  to 
grow  too  expensive.  Mr,  H.  oonclnded  by 
stating  that  he  was  unable  to  designate  what 
particular  sum  should  be  substituted  for  that 
DOW  in  the  bill,  as  he  had  not  received  the  ne- 
cessary data  for  that  pnrpoee  from  the  Navy 
Department 

Mr,  Tatcjok  congratulated  the  House  that 
this  subject  had  received  the  attention  of  the 
Naval  Committee.  He  deprecated  the  omis- 
sion, on  the  part  of  Oon^ess,  heretofore,  to 
fix  the  nnmber  of  nav^  officers,  as  it  had  done 
that  of  the  officers  of  the  Army.  He  thought 
it  hiffhly  improper  that  their  number  should  be 
left  discretionary  with  the  £xecutive  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  pressed  upon  the  Naval 
Committee  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  bill 
filing  the  Navy  Peace  Establishment, 

Mr.  MoDnrm  sent  to  the  Olerk's  teble  a  let- 
ter from  the  Beoretary  of  the  Navy,  explaining 
in  detail  the  estimates  from  that  Department 
for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  WiLLuifB  inqitired  of  Mr.  HomiAK, 
whether  he  conndered  the  total  number  of 
officers,  proposed  to  be  employed,  as  too  greet 
in  proportion  to  the  services  proposed  to  be 
performed,  and  whether  the  whole  number  waa 
any  greater  than  was  requisito  for  that  service 
vhicn  was  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  'BorwitAS  replied,  that  the  number  wonld 
be  tttr  too  small  if  all  uie  vessels  in  the  Navy 
were  actoally  in  oommisaiou,  but  not  more  than 
half  our  vessels  were  in  actual  service ;  and,  in 
reply  to  the  other  question,  he  said,  that  if  the 
estimates  of  last  year  were'  to  be  taken  as  a 
standard  of  Judgment,  the  number  of  officers 
proposed  for  the  present  year  was  too  great  in 
proportion.  The  estimate  oontemplatoa  an  in- 
crease In  the  service,  which  Mr.  E.  did  not 
think  neceaaary. 

After  some  explanations  frvm  Mr.  Tatlob, 
Mi.  Homus  continned  his  speech,  and  op- 
posed the  expediency  of  fixing  a  Peace  Estab- 
tiahment,  thinking  it  better  that  the  number  of 
officers  should  be  regulated,  from  year  to  year, 
according  to  the  conttngenciea  of  the  service. 
He  was  opposed  to  every  thing  like  a  sinecnre 
ofQce.  He  would  pay  the  officers  liberally 
when  in  actual  service;  bnt  not  retun  large 
numbers  of  them,  npon  salary,  wtutin^  orders. 

Mr.  Stobbs  (who  was  last  year  Chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee)  went  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  causes  which  had  led  to  au  increase 
in  the  extent  and  expenses  of  the  Navy.  He 
instated  that  the  eipenditmre  was  economioal, 
having  been  more  than  made  up  by  the  value 
of  onr  eommeroe  which  it  had  protected.    Tha 


.gk 


rB.] 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THB' 

Aacy  ApprcpriaiiaiH  and  Erpauu. 


inoreue  of  the  officers  oaght  to  keep  pace  with 
that  of  the  Nat?  itself.  As  to  a  temporuj 
eiuploymeitt  of  them,  to  cease  as  soon  as  tbeir 
shipd  ceased  to  be  in  conunission,  he  denoDnced 
it  as  Qttorl?  destrnctive  of  onr  naval  interests 
aud  ohAracter.  lie  pronoimced  the  present  pa; 
of  the  officers  to  bs  inadequate  to  tJie  stations 
thef  respecttvelf  occapiea.  He  denied  that 
there  were  say  sineoares  in  the  Navy,  and  in- 
sisted that,  if  the  nninber  of  officers  was  at 
ao7  time  too  great,  the  fault  did  not  lie  with 
the  Department,  but  with  Congreaa,  who  had 
frequently  been  solicited  bj  the  Department  to 
fix  the  niunber  b;  law,  Snch  an  arrangement 
was  earnestly  wished  for  bj  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  \  but  he  had  hitherto  asked  it  in 
Tain,  "nie  increase  of  the  expense  of  the 
Kavy  was  only  in  proportion  to  the  increased 
extension  of  the  commerce  which  it  had  to 
protect. 

Mr.  DwioET  replied  at  considerable  length  to 
the  remarks  of  Ur.  Hoffiian,  the  general  error 
of  whose  statement  lay  in  this :  that  he  had 
compared  the  estimates  of  this  year  with  the 
estimates  of  the  last  year ;  whereas,  he  ought 
to  have  compared  the  estimates  of  this  year, 
with  the  eipensee  of  the  preceding  year,  on 
which  they  were  founded.  Had  he  done  this, 
he  wonld  have  foond,  that,  instead  of  being 
greater,  they  were  about  150,000  dollars  less 
than  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Mr.  D.  did 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Tatlos  as  to  the  necessity 
of  restricting  the  Eiecittive  discretion,  in  the 
appointment  of  officers.  Ho  recapitulated  the 
increasing  uipropriationB  which  bad  been  made, 
and  the  multiplied  items  of  expenditm«  which 
bad  arisen  hwa  the  building  of  ten  sloo^  of 
war — the  erection  of  dry  docks  at  New  York 
and  Boston — the  depot  at  Pensaoola,  &o.,  and 
insisted  that  the  number  of  officers  was  not 
greater  than  these  new  and  various  branches  of 
the  service  required. 

Mr.  MoDumn  stated  the  facts,  from  which 
the  increased  estimates  of  the  present  year  bad 
arisen,  and  among  them,  dwelt  especi^y  npon 
the  increased  number  of  lieutenants  and  Mid- 
ebipmen.  He  gave  no  opinion  as  to  the  neces' 
sity  or  expediency  of  this  increase ;  he  denied 
that  the  number  of  officers  employed  was  to  be 
regulated  by  the  number  of  vessels  in  commis- 
sion. Their  nnmber  was  five  times  as  great  as 
was  needed  for  a  state  of  pBaoe,  if  that  slate 
was  always  to  continue.  The  necessity  for 
their  employment  arose  from  the  necessity  of 
bdn^  prepared  for  war.  He  would  not  say 
that  it  was  inexpedient,  in  this  point  of  view, 
to  increase  the  nomber  of  officers.  Be  was  in- 
competent to  judge  of  that  point,  but  shonld  be 
unwilling  to  refuse,  without  fiirther  ligh^  the 
appropriation  asked  for.  Viewing  the  Naval 
Estabushment  in  peace,  as  in  fact  a  preparation 
for  war,  he  thought  the  number  of  officers 
ought  to  bear  some  general  relation  to  the 
number  of  ships,  and  that,  if  the  Navy  itself 
was  increased,  some  increase  of  officers  was 
unavoidable.    If  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval 


Committee  would  suggest  some  mode  of  n- 
Btraining  the  number  c?  Lieutenants  and  ICd- 

sliipmen,  he  wonld  unite  with  him  in  sudi  i 


Mr.  Whipplz  insisted,  that,  as  this  whole 
subject  had  been  placed  within  the  discretioo 
of  the  Navy  Department,  that  Department 
should  either  be  permitted  to  arrange  the  cnm- 
ber  of  officers  as  it  thought  proper ;  or  be  te- 
cnsed  of  malfeasance  in  office.  He  presumed 
the  bead  of  that  Department  had  aufficiot 
ability  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion.  Mr,  ¥. 
insisted  upon  the  better  information  possessed 
by  the  Department,  as  to  the  necessity  sf 
changing  the  arrangement  of  different  detach- 
ments of  the  Navy  than  existed  elsewhere,  md 
such  changes  are  neceesaiily  expensive,  let 
the  House  either  trust  to  the  discretion  of  tha 
Department,  or  regulate  the  matter  themselves 
by  law.  He  had  heard  no  good  reason  ad- 
vanced to  show  that  the  discretion  reposed  in 
the  Department  had  been  improperly  exerdsed. 

Mr.  Babnsi,  adverting  to  the  Htuation  cf 
Mr.  Hoffman:  as  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Cem- 
mittee,  reprobated  the  seutimenta  exprewed 
from  BO  iniScenUal  a  quarter,  in  regard  to  ps;- 
ing  the  officers  only  while  in  actual  service,  u 
tending  to  degrade  the  standipg  of  those  gen- 
tlemen, and  drive  them  from  uie  public  em- 
ployment, the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  ruin 
the  service,  and  leave  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  bottom  upwards.  Mr.  B.  denied  Ibtt 
the  number  of  officers  was  too  great  even  for  a 
permanent  Peace  Establishment.  There  were 
no  BQpemumeraries — no  siuecurea.  The  in- 
crease of  Midshipmen,  instead  of  being  up- 
wards of  uinety,  as  by  the  estimates  it  woud 
appear  to  be,  was^  in  fact,  but  about  fifty.  He 
coTfclnded  by  insisting  that  the  extent  of  ^ 
Navy  was  only  in  proportion  to  the  oommene 
of  the  country ;  that  the  Navy  was,  in  effect, 
the  right  arm  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Skbokaitt  stated,  as  a  reason  why  tlie 
number  of  vessels  in  commission  would  require 
to  be  increased,  that  information  bad  just  twen 
received  from  the  southward,  that  great  danger 
was  apprehended  from  the  rise  of  piraoy  in  the 
Oulf  of  Mexico.  Applications  on  that  subject 
had  this  day  been  received  at  the  Navy  Detri- 
ment, from  the  Insurance  Companies  of  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  and  others  wonJd  no 
doubt  follow,  from  Boston  and  elsewhere,  urg- 
ing the  propriety  of  stationing  An  additional 
force  in  the  Carribean  sea,  in  consequence  of 
the  proclamation  of  Commodore  Porter,  invit- 
ing privateers  into  the  Mexican  service.  While 
this  increase  of  onr  naval  force  was  required  in 
that  quarter,  the  service  in  the  Pacific,  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  and  above  all,  in  the  Medite:^ 
ranean,  would  not  allow  of  any  diminatkm. 
Mr.  B.  insisted,  that  the  power  of  appointing 
officers  was  properly  vested,  and  that,  as  long 
as,  the  House  could  check  it  by  the  amount  ot 
appropriations,  there  was  no  need  of  regulat-' 
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knew  no -raoh  thaig  w  peac«.  From  ita  crea- 
tion to  this  day,  it  had  Men  in  peirietnol  ser- 
viM.  Onr  oommeroe  had  required  incefnant 
protection,  and  was  likely  now  to  reaoire  Btill 
more  in  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  and  in  uie  Uedi- 
toTTanean.  If  a  Peace  E8tahli«hmeDt  was  fixed 
at  alL  it  must  be  fixed  at  a  maiiinnm  of  what 
vaa  likely  to  be  required,  which  would  be  a 
Tery  extravagant  arrangement.  The  ships  and 
men  of  a  Navy  might  be  changed,  hnt  ita 
ofSeera  grew  ap  from  childhood  in  the  serTioe, 
and  ooofd  only  be  matured  by  long  practice  and 
experieDOe.  It  was  now  the  seUled  policy  of 
this  notion,  that  ita  "Saivj  was  to  be  grodaally 
inereaaed ;  and,  if  bo,  the  nmober  of  offioers 
ought  to  increase  with  it.  Oongreas  hod  fixed 
the  number  and  eize  of  ite  ships,  and  therein 
had  done  all  that  was  rMnired  of  them,  towards 
fixing  the  nnmber  of  officers.  Shonld  the  ser- 
Tioe be  eat  too  abort  of  officers,  tt  might  chance 
to  b^  Ml  the  very  point  most  exposed,  and  a 
Ion  be  thereby  inonrred  fkr  greater  than  all  the 
pet^  saving  which  might  bo  prodaoed  by  onr- 
tailing  the  s^propriatioD. 

Mr.  HomiAH  now  spoke  in  reply.  The  Na- 
Tal  R^iat«r  aaaigned  eight  Tessels  to  the  West 
India  stalJCHL  Theae  were  more  than  soffldeut 
to  gnord  against  any  dangera  in  that  qaarter. 
He  thought  the  past  history  of  onr  Navy  was 
•Dffident  to  show  that  no  naral  nnrmng  and 
Kbocding  fh>m  infancy,  waa  required  to  form 
able  and  accomplished  officers.  The  merchant 
serrioe  aapplied  anch  tr^ning ;  and  an  officer 
oT  q>irit  would  rather  retara  to  that  service, 
when  ont  of  active  employ  in  the  Navy,  than 
reeetre  a  salary  which  he  did  not  earn.  He 
d^jpaaed  the  necessity  of  fixing  a  permanent 
Pwce  Establishment  to  the  extent  anvgeatod. 
He  pnrfesaed  his  zeal  for  mwntaining  tms  arm 
of  uia  national  defence,  on  which  he  bestowed 
very  Uberal  oommendatlona,  bat  opposed  the 
poRtioD  that  the  number  of  officers  was  to  go 
«n  oonliiiiially  increadng.  Peace  might  last  a 
qnsrter  of  a  oentnry,  and  yet,  at  this  rate,  the 
expoiae  of  the  ISktj  will  be  so  enormonsly  in- 
trened,  that  it  mi^t  at  length  constitute  one- 
half  of  the  expense  of  the  Oovemiaent. 

Mr.  SsReBAHT  siud,  in  explanation :  It  was 
tmcL  that  the  Naval  Register  gave  eight  vessels 
to  the  West  India  station,  bnt  of  uese,  only 
three  were  in  that  service  at  this  time,  the  Erie, 
the  Grantpns,  and  the  Natohez ;  the  others  be- 
ing in  port  nndergoing  repairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Limji,  the  committoe 
row,  T«port«d,  and  obtt^ed  leave  to  ait  agun, 

Tedkbdat,  Febniary  IS. 

Salty  AppropriatiMit. 

Mr.  HoFnuR  moved  the  following : 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  there  be,  and 

kr^y  is,  ipproprUted,  for  the  purchase  of  loch 

knda  as  the  President  of  the  Cnited  Stales  may 

ddnk  neceMUT  and  proper,  to  provida  live  oak,  and 

other  UiDber,for  the  DM  oftheKavj  of  the  Cnited 

Btotea,  a  som  not  exceeding  tta  thousind  dollan, 


to  be  paid  out  of  the  maaeTB  appropriated  for  the 
gradual  Increase  of  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  Bret  aeodon  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for 
the  gradaal  improvement  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
SCatee,'  approved  8d  Uarch,  1827." 

Mr.  HoFnujf  stated,  in  explanation,  that  th« 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  endeavoring  to  ftilfil  a 
law  passed  at  the  laat  session,  for  reserring  cer- 
tMn  portions  of  the  public  land  on  which  tim- 
ber St  for  shipbnilding  waa  foond,  had  experi- 
enced considerable  diffiooICy  from  the  intorveo- 
tion  of  private  daims,  which,  though  small  in 
amotint,  must  be  aatiafied  before  the  law  ooold 
be  carried  into  effect.  This  was  especially  tha 
case  in  Florida.  It  was  with  a  view  to  ttie  ex- 
tinction of  the  private  titles  that  he  had  moved 
tha  amendmenL 

.The  qaestion  being  pnt,  it  was  adopted  with- 
out oppoaitioD. 

Mr.  EoFTiux  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  section  which  provides  for  the  pay  and  sab- 
sist«nce  of  officers,  with  $1,100,081  76,  instead 
of  $1,170,812,  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  confbnnity 
with  the  estimates  from  the  Navy  Department 

Mr.  HoFVHAM  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  officers  attached  to  veesels  in  aotoal  service^ 
nor  with  those  that  would  be  required  for  the 
increase  of  the  servioo,  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  TNavy.  He 
wished  only  to  prevent  the  increase  of  the 
niunber  of  oEBoers  waiting  orders.  The  in- 
crease of  these  persons  propoeed  by  the  De- 
partment inclnded  i  Captains,  7  Masters  Com- 
mandant, S8  Lientenants,  IS  Btirgeona,  11  Bar- 
geons'  mates,  4  Pursers,  and  flS  Kidshipmen ; 
the  amonnt  of  whose  imitod  pay  and  anbaist- 
enoo  wonld  be  $76  S80  2S.  This  anm  he 
wished  ont  off  from  the  appropriation. 

The  question  being  pnt  first  npon  the  larger 
som  moved  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
104,  noes  S8. 

liie  committee  then  rose  and  reported  ths 
biU. 


FwDAT,  Febmaiy  IB. 
Ciidet*  at  Wttt  Fnnt. 

The  Eonse  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  followins  resolntion,  offered  by  Mr.  Wxchb, 
on  the  13th  mstaoL 

"  Baelved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wm  be  directed 
to  ftunish  this  House  with  a  list  of  the  Cadet*  now  at 
West  Point ;  their  names ;  the  Blates,  and  congrea- 
Euonal  district!,  fVom  i^hence  tbeyvsre  sent;  and 
the  dates  when  they  were  received.  Also,  a  eCate- 
ment  showing  the  present  eiisting  rule  of  the  De- 
partment as  practised  lelaUve  t> 
Ailing  up  VI         -     -  • 


Mr.  Whippli  had  no  other  objection  to  the 
resolution,  except  that  it  was  needless,  inas- 
mnch  aa  the  information  was  already  before 
the  House.    Tbe  mles  of  the  institation  had 
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Hr.  EATTTB9  said  he  was  not  is  the  habit  of 

tntorferinK  with  calla  from  the  Departmenta, 
but  he  had  himself  corresponded  witb  the  Beo- 
retarj  of  War  (m  this  subject,  and  ail  the  in- 
fonnatJon  that  was  sought  by  the  resolntioQ, 
«onld  eaalj  be  obtained  by  a  personal  appUoa- 
tion  to  that  officer. 

Mr.  WsEKB  said,  that  he  had  made  saoh  ap- 
plication, bat  without  enooess.  In  the  mean- 
while an  impraSBion  had  gone  abroad  that  Ex- 
Mative  patronage  grew  oat  of  the  manage- 
ment of  that  isstitntion.  This  was  denied  by 
some  gentlemen,  who  asserted  that  each  Oon- 
eressional  District  was  entitled  to  have  one  oa- 
det  in  that  school,  and  that  this  cadet  might  be 
nominated  by  the  Bepreeentative  from  that 
District  Hf  wanted  that  the  people  shoold 
know  how  this  matter  stood,  as  well  as  erory 
thing  else  about  the  Academy— its  adTantages 
and  ita  disadvaatages. 

Hr.  MiLLKB  Bud,  that  the  onlr  objection  he 
bad  beard  to  the  call,  was,  that  all  the  informa- 
tion it  reqaented,  was  osaally  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  when  publishing  the  aainea 
of  those  who  were  admitted.  Gentlemen  who 
sappoeed  this,  were  in  error.  That  statement 
dianot  designate  the  Oongressional  Districts 
from  which  the  cadets  came.  This  was  very 
desirable  to  be  obtained, 

Ur.  TABdb  said,  that  it  was  imposuble  that 
the  Secretary  shoold  giTO  this  information,  as 
no  relator  was  kept  In  the  Department  of  the 
particular  Districts  fr^im  which  the  oadeta 
came.  The  register  dedgnated  merely  the 
Btates.  The  nsoal  course,  however,  was  to 
appoint  one  cadet  from  each  District.  But  it 
was  a  role  universally  observed,  that,  when  one 
of  the  candidates  was  the  son  of  a  revolution- 
ar;  officer  in  low  circumstances,  he  was  pre- 
ferred. In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  huodred, 
the  choice  was  left  to  the  Bepresentative  from 
the  District,  unless  his  State  has  already  re- 
ceived more  thui  its  proportion.  Ur.  V.  said 
that  he  possessed  a  register  of  the  cadets,  which 
gave  their  rank  and  standing  in  the  institntion, 
the  State  from  which  they  came,  and  all  other 


any  gentleman  who  wished  to  see  it.    He  had, 
however,  no  otgeotion  to  the  cell. 

Ur.  MoCoT  thooght  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  in  error  in  supposing  that  there  were 
DO  data  in  the  office  stating  the  District  from 
which  the  cadet  was  received.  The  main  ob- 
ject to  him  was  to  know  how  the  Secretary 
filled  up  the  vacancies  which  every  year  oc- 
curred in  the  institution:  for  it  was  well 
known  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
students  admitted,  either  from  want  of  capacU 
tv  or  inclination  to  coattoue  their  course,  left 
the  institution. 
Mr.  Rausat  said,  that  some  gentlemen  sp- 
ared to  be  in  possession  of  information  which 


r: 


was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  possess,  ai 
his  constitnents,  as  well  as  lumself^  were  desir- 
ooB  to  obtain.    If  the  gentleinan  from  Ohio  had 


a  book  oonttdning  all  the  particalan  he  had 
stated,  Mr.  R.'s  constituents  nad  not. 

Here  the  hoar  allotted  to  resolutions  expired ; 
and  the  debate  was  arrested. 

Militofy  Afpropnatimu. — Wat  Point  a»i  itt 

Ur.  GiLHXB  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
"  for  ereoting  new  buildings "  at  Weet  Pmnt. 
He  thought  Uie  namber  M  cadets  oiwbt  to  be 
diminished  rather  than  increased,  and,  holding 
that  opinion,  was  opposed  to  extending  the  es- 
tablishment by  the  erection  of  any  new  bnild- 


. „. Ur.  GiLUKB  was  nega- 
tived, only  thirty-six  members  rising  in  Uie 
affirmative. 

Ur.  MoDuFTiK  moved  to  insert  a  separate 
item  of  (1,500,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  annually  attending  at  the 
Academy. 

Mr.  KsEuxB  thought  the  Board  of  Visitors 
entirely  useless.  Most  of  them  were  men  des- 
titute of  all  military  talent,  and  when  they  got 
there,  a  report  was  prepared  for  them,  and  all 
they  had  to  do  was  to  siKu  it.  The  Govern- 
ment might  as  well  send  so  many  wooden 

Mr.  MoDunn  stated  the  praotioe  of  the  War 
Deptutment  on  this  enbject.  Tho  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  inseTt«d  but  half  the 
siun  oont^ed  In  the  estimates  frvm  the  De- 
partment Many  members  of  Oongress  vi^t«d 
the  institution  without  compensation,  but  there 
were  many  scientific  men  who  were  very  fit  fat 
this  duty,  whose  circumstances  would  not  ad- 
mit of  this. 

Mr.  BuisaT  asked  whether  the  tnveJliiig 
eipenses  of  the  Visitors  were  pwd. 

Mr.  MoDuFTiB  replied,  that  there  was  no 
deed  role.  Where  the  Visitors  could  not  aSbrd 
to  pay  their  own  ez^ensee,  they  were  defrayed 
out  of  this  appropriation,  but  in  many  oases 
they  were  not  paid  for. 

Mr.  Babnxt  stated  the  facts  as  they  occurred 
when  ha  visited  the  institution.  The  ViMtors 
were  allowed  the  aotnal  expenses  of  their  Jonr- 
ney.  Sach  of  them  as  were  members  of  Oon- 
gress were  not  allowed  their  rates  of  mileaga 
as  members.  To  refase  to  pay  the  actual  trav- 
elling  eipenses  of  such  Visitors  as  were  in. . 
slender  circmnstances,  would  exclude  a  very 
valuable  dase  of  dtizena,  particnjarly  the  pro- 
fessors in  most  of  our  colleges,  who  oonid  not 
afford  to  come  from  a  great  distance  at  th^r 
own  charges, 

Ur.  WioKLiTFB  remarked  that  it  waaposeiblfl 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  KnsMXk,) 
(and  not  Ur.  Bakjjxt,  from  Maryland,  as  re- 
ported,) was  mistaken  in  the  opinion  he  bad 
expressed,  that  this  Board  of  Visitors  was  to- 
tally useless.  Without  intending  to  express 
any  opinion  himself  upon  the  valuable  results 
of  the  Boards,  which  have  heretofore  inspected 
and  reported  upon  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  oouree  of  instruction  which  was  pursued  in 
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U3itarg  Affrtfri^iomt — Wett  Poinl  ami  tit  Vuitan. 


[E.orB. 


Um  ]CUitei7  Aoademj,  he  wonid  ooiit«nt  him- 
idf  by  ft  smglfl  refaraooe  to  the  report  of  the 
Ue  Bottrd,  laid  npoa  oar  tables  at  the  preseot 
aenm.  1/  it  be  not  important  ia  refarenoe  to 
the  coarse  of  militar;  inBDTDotioii  of  oar  officers, 
iu  importance  in  teacJung  them  the  use  of  our 
language  in  a  rhetorioal  floorieh,  may  not  be 


[Here  Hr.  Viokjjww*  read  from  the  report 
the  fcdlowing : 

"XngfaMeTing,  iu  its  two  departmntti,  pnTticnlarij 
in  Hi  clVil  fealnm,  ii  of  importance  to  eveir  conn- 
ttj,  and  to  none  more  tfaan  to  our  own.  The  im- 
fortancti  of  idcittific  education  to  the  engineer  il 
trident :  for,  to  material  nibctBiicea,  his  thoughts 
■nd  maditationi  moat  be  directed.  Henoe,  it  is  of 
ispoitaziiM  to  become  ramiliat  with  the  Uwa  pre- 
•eribed  bj  nature  for  their  acUon.  He  molt  grapple 
«idi  hia  agenta,  and  forewe  their  eflecla,  oidcidate 
tbeir  enei^ea,  and  become,  ai  it  were,  the  dictator 
of  their  actiooa.  N&tnre  miut  be  forced  Into  a 
bond  of  alliADce  <ri(h  hia  Tiewa.  He  miui  inter- 
rogate faer  on  her  modes  of  action,  stnd;  the  lawa 
bj  which  she  gorems,  enter  into  the  recesses  of  her 
hidden  processes,  arrest  her  in  Che  act  of  operation, 
*ad  enter  on  hit  own  labora  with  possesion  of  her 
■ecreta."] 

Sir,  who  will  ut7  this  aenteuoe  alone  ianot 
worth  the  nun  proposed,  with  which  to  fill  the 
Uankt 

Hr.  Kjimcw  declared  that  his  views  were  in 
no  way  altered.  He  believed  that  the  reports 
were  prepared  for  the  Visitors  beforehand,  and 
an  thej-  had  to  do  was  to  algn ;  and  ^ipealed 
to  ererj'  Visitor  to  8^7  if  snch  was  not  the 

Hr.  Vahot  repelled  the  inskination  with 
much  indiniAtion.  It  was  false  in  point  of 
bet.  The  Soud  was  nsnally  oonstitatad  partly 
of  idwitific  and  parti;  of  practical  men.  Tliat 
portion  of  them  who  were  possessed  of  soien- 
tiAc  and  literary  attainments,  were,  of  conrse, 
ideoted  to  draw  up  the  report.  Hr.  V.  sud  he 
bad  been  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  of 
the  last  rear  would  receive  the  sarcasm  and 
tlte  taunts  of  certain  men  on  this  floor.  Thongh 
be  had  been  appointed  to  preside  on  that  ocoa- 
■ksi,  he  beUeved  he  might  sa;,  and  the  Honse 
would  bear  him  ont  in  the  assertion,  that  he 
waa  aa  unpretending  as  any  member  of  the 
Qooml  Gentlemen  knew  how  he  had  attained 
what  education  he  did  possess,  and  he  was  as 
MMible  aa  they  coold  be,  that  it  wonld  have 
been  a  borleaqne  for  him  tu  pretend  to  drew  np 
that  report.  Bat  it  was  a  foal  calamny,  to  aa; 
that  the  report  waa  prepared  and  drawn  Dp  for 
the  committee. 

[Mr,  VvBira-B  explained  hj  sBTing,  that  he 
Mj  meant  that  the  report  was  not  drawn  np 
by  the  chairman.] 

Hr.  VajtcB  resumed.  As  it  had  been  oos- 
tawTT  always  to  pat  apon  that  Board  one  of 
the  Hilitarj  Committee  of  this  Honse,  he  had 
hK  year  been  appointed  to  that  dnty,  and  this 
bad  drawn  out  the  taunts  of  a  certain  set  of 
DND  ia  tluB  Home.    But  when  an  individaa], 


who  was  now  Governor  of  Tennesaee,  and 
whose  literary  and  soientifio  attainments  did 
not  greatly  exceed  his  own,  had  presided  in 
that  Board  and  signed  its  report,  all  waa  suf- 
fered to  pass  very  qnietly.  The  gentleman  now 
at  the  head  of  the  Military  Oommittee  (Mr, 
HAxn-TOH)  had  likewise  onoe  presided,  bat 
even  he  had  not  drawn  np  the  report  which  he 
signed.  Bat  no  sooner  did  he  (ilr.  Y.)  fill  that 
place,  tfaan  he  was  sneeringly  reflected  npon,  as 
if  he  had  wished  to  palm  himself  npon  the 
public  as  the  author  of  that  report.  He  was 
above  an;  such  meanness. 

Mr.  JjannmoB  said  he  was  fiir  from  wishing 
to  derogate  from  the  merits  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Vusott.)  He  viewed  him  as 
belonging  to  that  class  of  practical  men,  among 
whom  he  had  understood  him  as  placing  him- 
self. Such  men,  in  company  with  others  of  a 
literary  and  scientific  character,  ought  to  be 
appointed.  Bnt  this  had  not  always  been  the 
ease.  He  believed  some  had  been  appointed  to 
this  duty,  who  never  onitld  demonstrate  a  prop- 
osition m  Euclid.  He  should  vote  for  such  an 
apprcH>riation  with  much  reluctance.  Bat  he 
would  not  withhold  the  public  money  from 
such  nsea  as  wonld  really  give  the  pablio  an 
interest  in  tiie  character  of  this  institution. 

Mr.  Bdoz  went  into  a  history  of  the  West 
Point  Academy,  from  its  earliest  origin,  when 
the  corps  of  Artillerists  and  En^neers  were 
first  separated.  The  offioera  of  the  latter  corps 
then  oonstituted  the  Academy,  and  there  were 
no  cadets,  and  no  salaried  professors.  He  then 
traoed  the  gradual  introduction  of  cadets,  first 
two  in  a  company,  doing  duty  in  the  ranks,  in- 
crearing  from  60,  till,  in  1S09,  they  amonnted 
to  80 ;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  their 
nnmber  was  augmented  to  260.  The  institn- 
tion  bad  then  been  entirely  reorganized.  The 
course  of  instruction  altered  and  enlarged,  and, 
since  that  time,  a  Board  of  Visitors  appointed. 
He  admitted  the  high  character  of  the  persons 
usually  selected  to  compose  this  Board,  bnt 
oonld  see  no  nseful  result  from  their  appoint- 
ment. It  entuled  an  nnnecessary  expense  upon 
the  nation,  and  he  therefore  resbted  the  pres- 
ent appropriation. 

Mr.  Malusx  took  the  oppo^te  side,  insist- 
ing upon  the  advantages  of  this  visit^on,  as 
tending  to  preserve  the  school  from  those 
abases  to  which  every  human  institution  was 
more  or  less  liable.  It  guarded  the  rights  of' 
poor  and  friendless  students,  and  preeerved 
them  from  oppression.  It  greatly  stimulated 
the  ambition  of  the  young  men  to  excel  in 
their  studies.  It  spread  a  knowledge  of  their 
respective  standing  throughont  the  Union,  and 
gave  tiie  poblic  mind  a  stronger  interest  in  the- 
welfare  of  this  valuable  institution.  Those 
who  now  conducted  the  school  were  the  very 
last  whom  he  would  suspect  of  any  thing  tike 
injustice  or  mal-practice.  But,  it  was  wrong, 
in  itself^  to  leave  any  great  public  seniinary 
without  snpervision  and  controL  Besides  the 
moral  effect  of  such  a  viwtation,  the  Board  ex- 
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ABRIVOHENT  OF  THE 


erdsed  an  inspection  over  tbe  pecnnisiy  ei- 
penditnres  of  the  iostitotion,  as  well  as  over  its 

Sneral  police  and  tJie  comforts  and  accommo- 
tions  of  the  students. 

itr.  Fkabob  expressed  his  regret  at  the  course 
of  the  debate,  and  especial  surprise  at  tbe 
BOoroe  from  which  some  of  the  objections  had 
proceeded.  The  gentleman  who  objected  to 
the  ooorse  of  visitation,  (Mr.  Bttok,)  had,  if  he 
mistook  notj  been  once  himself  an  alnmnua  of 
that  institntion,  but  had  not  graduated  tliere. 
Ur.  P.  traced  the  institation  of  the  military 
school  from  its  conception  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
through  the  sncoeeding  Administrations,  ontii 
it  received  the  assidnona  and  fostering  care  of 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Btatea,  on  whom  he  passed  some 
very  handsome  compliments  for  his  zeal  in  its 
behalf.  He  dwelt  on  the  necesuty  and  advan- 
tage of  a  system  of  visitation,  and  taking  it  for 
granted  that  a  Board  ought  to  be  appointed 
annually  for  that  pnrpose,  he  insisted  on  the 
impropriety  of  taking  them  from  a  single  por- 
tion of  the  United  States,  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  school,  bat  urged  flie  pro- 
priety of  coUectiog  them  item  every  part  of 
the  United  States.  If  this  principle  was  adopt- 
ed, he  thooght  that  the  snm  of  $3,000,  as  re- 
ported from  the  estimates  in  the  war  Depart- 
ment, wonld  be  barely  snfBoient  to  pay  their 
travelling  expenses.  He  contradicted  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  KngMBH,  timt  a  report  was  pre- 
pared for  the  Board  to  ngn.  The  Visitors 
were  divided  into  olasses.    A  part  of  the  re- 

Sort  assigned  to  each  class ;  their  several  pro- 
actions  afterwards  bronght  together,  and,  by 
some  leading  member  of  the  Board,  selected  for 
the  parpoee,  reduced  into  a  general  report. 
Bnoh  had  been  the  process  when  he  att«iided. 
The  report  was  drafted  by  the  Professor  of 
Modem  Langnages  in  Oambridge  Univeruty. 
Hr.  P.  condnded  by  moving  to  fill  the  blank 
with  8,000  dollars. 

Mr.  DwioET  rose  to  correct  the  mistaken 
views  of  his  friend  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Bcoi:.) 
He  denied  that  the  Beminary  had  ^wn  up  by 
mere  military  legislation,  and  referred  to  the 
•everal  acta  of  Confess  by  which  it  had  been 
founded,  and  from  tune  to  time  enlarged.  The 
present  expenditure  for  the  travelling  expenses 
of  the  Bobrd  of  Visitors  was  a  mere  regulation 
of  the  Depwtment,  and  did  not  rest  on  any 
law ;  and,  as  the  ^pointment  to  a  seat  in  the 
Board  of  Victors  was  an  honorary  appoint- 
ment, and,  as  snch,  highly  valaed,  he  tnonght 
it  wdmd  be  safBcient  if  a  snm  was  provided  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  gentlemen  while  in 
actual  attendance  at  the  institution. 

In  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  WzEiia,  MJr. 
BaOK  repeated,  and  explained  some  of  his  for- 
mer statements.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  pBABoK,  who,  he  said,  seemed  to  have  re- 
curred with  some  interest  to  a  portion  of  bis 
biography,  he  stated,  that,  after  he  had  left 
college,  he  had  resided  for  16  months  at  West 
Pc^t,  dnnng  which  time,  he  had  ^tplied  Uie 


[FltMIlUT,  UM. 

knowledge  he  had  acquired  in  bia  coU^iste 
course  to  the  military  studies  at  that  acbocA. 
It  was  true,  he  did  not  gradnate  there,  becaiat 
he  bad  received  a  commission  in  tbe  infiutry, 
in  which  corps  he  had  served  to  the  doee  of 
tlie  lat«  war,  when  he  retired  to  private  life. 

Mr,  Wkkhb  professed  himself  satisfied  with 
this  explanation,  and  wished  he  conld  say  the 
same  in  relation  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Maiust, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  the  benefits  of  ths 
Military  Bchool  were  bestowed  cbiefiy  opoii 
indigent  young  men  of  genius.  If  he  uiouj^t 
that,  he  wonld  wUlingly  vote  three  times  as 
much  as  was  now  asked.  • 

Mr.  TTjn.H  said,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  nnder- 
standing  of  the  gentleman,  that  every  <Kie  on 
tbe  floor  was  to  occupy  bis  share  of  the  timt 
of  the  Hoose,  he  should  avail  himself  of  tbe 
same  privilege.  He  olyected  to  the  Board  d 
Visitors,  on  account  of  the  pride,  pomp,  and 
drcumstance,  which  attendee  their  viutationa 
He  was  opposed  to  the  school  as  extending  ths 


ing  into  the  States  the  mere  creatures  of  th« 
General  Government,  who  could  not  sympa- 
thize with  State  rights,  nor  follow  leaders  up- 
pointed  by  State  authority — leaving  too  much 
to  Executive  discretion — excluding  poor  and 
meritorious  students — giving  a  preference  to 
tbe  aristocracy  of  the  country — oenrping  to 
itself  the  p^xona^  of  the  Government,  in 
preference  to  instituUons  not  of  a  military 
character ;  and  finally,  as  endangering  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  by  uding  the  cause  of  cwt- 
solidatton. 

Mr.  MoDcmx,  declaring  it  to  be  his  opimon 
that  nine-tenths  of  ths  members  of  this  House 
were  in  &vor  of  the  Academy,  coigured  ill 
friends  not  to  prolong  tbe  debate  by  eutetii^ 
into  its  defence. 

-  Mr.  Buboes  made  a  short  speech,  going  prin- 
cipally to  repel  the  charge  that  poor  stoaena 
were  excluded.  He  stated  several  instanoes  to 
the  contrary,  and  ar^ed  to  show,  that,  nnke* 
the  children  of  the  neb  were  paid  the  same  u 
others,  a  degrading  line  of  distinction  wonld  be 
introduoed  in  the  school,  more  iniurions  to  the 
poor  students  than  any  other  feature  in  its 
management.  He  thought  tbe  travelling  ex- 
penses of  the  Visitors  ought  to  be  paid — other- 
wise, the  inhabitants  of  distant  States  would 
not  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  thoae  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  institution-— gentlemen  could 
go  with  perfect  ease  and  comfort  from  Bbode 
Mand  to  West  Point,  for  |6.  But  what  would 
be  the  expense  of  gentlemen  attending  from 
New  Orleans?  If  the  visitation  shoold  be 
abolished,  the  finest  stimulus  would  be  abol- 
ished that  ever  was  applied  to  youthfril  am- 
bition. 

The  cry  for  the  question  was  now  loud  frwB 
every  part  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  tlie  blank 
vrith  $8,000,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  I^abob,  and 
dedded  in  the  negative— ^ee  46,  now  107. 
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Ilw  qaestion  yrte  Uken  on  filling  tlie  bUiit 
irith  (1,500,  as  moved  hj  Ur.  UoDcttik,  and 
draded  in  the  affirmative,  ajefl  97. 

l£r.  Ikqeui  moved  an  amendmeDt,  going  to 
toDGns  tbe  expenditare  of  this  mua  to  the  ex- 
peDm  of  the  Viaitors  while  in  aotnal  ftttend- 
mee  at  Vest  P<nnt ;  bnt  before  an;  qneatioD 
Tu  taken  on  this  amendment,  on  niotiOD  of 
Ur.  BiBasTT,  the  oonuuittee  rose, 

UoNSAT,  Febniarr  16. 
MOitaqi  Afptvpriatitynt—  Wett  Point  and  itt 
VuiUn. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HoDonn,  the  Eoiue 
nut  into  OMumittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
nf  the  Union,  Ur.  Tatlob,  of  New  Tork,  in 
the  <^iair. 

The  oon^oratdon  of  tbe  bill  making  appro- 
pnations  for  the  militBrj  aervice  was  rosomed ; 
■nd  the  oneation  being  on  the  amendment 
■uved  b;  Mr.  Ihohak,  which  went  to  tbe  sp- 
niipriaticni  of  {1)600  for  the  ezpenaea  of  the 
Boaid  of  Visitors  of  the  Militar;  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  to  their  entwistence  while  in 


Ur.  IssHtH  briefly  explained  the  omend- 
nmL  There  were  bnt  two  parta  of  tbe  ex- 
pmsN  of  these  Vilntora,  vii :  their  travellins 
tiptaxa  while  coming  and  returning  to  ana 
frmn  the  Academy,  and  the  expense  of  their 
nbilateiice  while  there.  It  had  been  settled, 
a  be  QDderBtood,  that  this  money  was  not  to 
be  ipplied  to  their  travelling  expenaea.  Of 
coarae,  it  most  l;e  for  their  snbBiBtence  while 
in  ittwiiianoe  at  the  school. 

Mr.  SnoNO  o|ipoeed  tbe  amendment,  as  he 
bdieved  that  their  travelling  eipenaes  ODght  to 
be  pud  w  well  aa  their  expenaea  while  at  the 
■dool 

Ur.  Ibdham  replied,  that  the  Committee  of 
Vtjt  and  Means  nad  stricken  ont  one-half  the 
Sam,  Mjxnated  bj  the  Department,  aa  snflicient 
to  Mver  tbe  whole  e:raense  of  travelling  and 
mbutanoe.  This  had  i>een  done  on  the 
pound,  as  he  mtderatood  it,  that  the  travelling 
»qwflea  were  not  to  be  pud.  If  $1,600  were 
nffioient  to  pay  the  whcde,  tbe  Department 
iDD9t  have  made  a  great  mistake  in  eatimaling 
them  at  $3,000. 

Ur.  EvnuciT  was  t^pooed  to  the  ameod- 
DOiL  He  conid  see  no  reason  wh}r  the  travel- 
Sw  expenses  of  them  Visitors  ought  not  to  be 
Urayed.  He  had  himself  onoe  had  the  honor 
d  mrinff  on  that  Board,  and  had  never  been 
•■siged  m  a  more  ardnons  aervioe.  The  Vis- 
ion were  hard  at  work  from  morning  IJll 
■rening,  and  that  at  a  season  when  severe  ap- 
pGcition  was  the  most  nnveloome.  The  dnty 
unrived  a  great  sserifioe  of  time  as  well  as  of 
Umt,  and  he  ooold  not  oonoeive  why  the  Qov- 
RBDKnt  thonld  ask  of  a  citizen  to  spend  three 
'ceka  of  his  time  at  Weet  Point,  for  no  pablio 
■dniUagB,  bnt  merely  for  the  pnbtio  good,  and 
thu,  in  additiim,  call  on  him  to  pay  his  own 
Kpauea  while  tiina  going  on  a  public  errand. 


CH.  o>  K. 

Be  the  som  great  or  amall,  which  is  reqaiaite 
to  defray  this  charae,  he  would  vote  it  with 
obeerfnlnesa.  Of  aU  iJie  apparotos  in  thtU  val- 
nable  institution,  there  was  none  of  greater 
importance  to  its  snooess,  than  this  attendance 
of  the  Board  of  Vimtore.  They  did  not,  per- 
haps, impart  any  great  tight  to  the  members  of 
the  institation. ;  bnt  this  sort  of  supervision 
was  all-important  to  its  welfare,  and  oonsti- 
tutod,  indeed,  one  great  advantage  which  dia- 
tingcisbed  that  school  from  others.  The  wont 
of  Each  a  Board  of  Visitors  constitnted  the 
great  deficiency  in  most  of  our  institutions  for 
education.  There  was  little  temjitation  for 
gentlemen  to  go  there.  The  servioe  was  at- 
tended with  mnoh  &tigne,  and  no  very  ^reat 
honor  or  distinction ;  and  why  private  individ* 
oala  ehonld  be  asked  by  the  Oovemment,  or 
even  by  tbe  people,  to  do  their  bnsinese  for 
nothing,  he  did  not  prerceive.  He  put  it  to  Uie 
candor  of  gentlemen  to  s^,  whether  snob  a  re- 
qnirement  was  reasonable. 

Ur.  Whttk  said,  some  remarks  had  beea 
made  on  Friday,  in  the  debate  on  the  appro- 
priation for  a  Board  of  Visitors  to  attend  the 
examination  at  the  Uititary  Academy,  which 
required  some  notice  from  him,  as  he  had  onoe 
had  the  honor  to  bo  there  in  that  capacity.  It 
had  been  broadly  as8ert«d  that  this  Board  of 
Vieitoni  was  created  hj  the  Secretary  of  War, 
very  lately,  withont  authority  of  law,  or  pre- 
cedent. Such  was  not  the  fact.  The  Bnlea 
and  Articles  of  War,  enacted  by  OougreaB,  for 
the  government  of  tha  Army  and  Uuitary  es- 
tablishment of  the  country,  in  all  its  branches, 
conferred  ou  the  Secretary  of  War  the  power 
to  make  regalations  for  the  government  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  the 
Secretary  nnder  the  last  Administration  made 
ajudicions  system  of  rules  for  tliat  otject,  and, 
among  others,  the  one  that  he  would  read, 
^ere  Mr.  W.  read  ao  article  of  the  regolatjona 
for 'the  government  of  the  Military  Academy, 
making  it  the  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to 
appoint  Visitors,  annually,  to  attend  the  exami- 
nation, and  preacribing  their  doties,  Ac.]  It 
followed,  necessarily,  that  this  was  a  regulation 
made  in  pursuance  of  an  authority  given  by 
law,  and  in  pnrsuanoe  of  ita  provisions,  whiiji 
regulation  bad  been  printed,  Iwd  liefore  Oon- 
gresB,  and  sanctioned  from  year  to  year  until 
this  time ;  and  it  was  due  to  the  present  Secre- 
tary to  say,  be  was  only  acting  upon  a  system 
proposed  by  his  predecessor,  ttr.  Oalhoun,  and, 
so  far,  sanctioned  by  Congress.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  the  assertions,  inoon- 
sideratelj  made,  that  this  was  an  illegal  exer- 
cise of  power.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  make 
one  other  remark.  At  the  time  be  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Board,  its  business  was  divided 
among  ita  members,  in  committees,  who  ei- 
amined  Uie  various  departmenta,  without  beii^ 
at  all  inflnenoed  by  the  Academic  Staff  j  and, 
after  a  thorongh  examination,  each  committee 
reported,  which  report  was  incorporated  in  a 
general  one,  and  the  special  report  was  also,  in 


[.  OF  B.] 


ABSIDOMENT  OF  THE 

MSiitwy  Appropriatiomt—Wut  Famt  and  ii  VitUon. 


[E^BKUKT,  18S8. 


eome  instances,  sent.  On  the  oocasion  in  which 
he  was  Ohunnan  of  the  Ooiniiiitt«e  on  Civil 
Eoonom}',  th&t  report,  made  bj  bimBelf,  was 
Bent ;  tmd  if  kdj  one  said,  or  inBinnated,  that 
the  Epecial  or  general  report  on  that  occadon 
vas  written  bj,  or  in  consultation  with,  the 
Academic  branch,  it  was  entirely  withoot 
foondation.  Ur.  W.  aud  he  did  not  like  to  en- 
gage in  any  debate  not  immediatelj  connected 
witii  the  interesta  of  Florida,  hot  this  mnch  he 
eoiusidered  dne  to  the  Secretarr  of  War,  and  to 
himself, 

Mr.  HiiDtTOiT  Btdd,  that  he  rose,  more  for 
the  pnrpose  of  ezpresnng  the  reason  why  be 
eboald  yotb  for  the  Bmaller  amn  reported  by 
the  committee,  which  be  believed  was  $1,600, 
in  preference  to  the  larger  eum,  whidi  had 
been  asked  by  the  Department.  He  wonld 
take  oocafflon  to  say,  that  he  was  altogether 
oppoaed  to  the  amendment  immediately  nnder 
oondderation,  which  regtrid«d  the  expenditure 
of  the  appropriation  exclnaively  to  the  aDbsiBt- 
enoe  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  at  West  Point, 
withont  making  any  allowance  fbr  tbeir  travel- 
ling eipenaes.  Ha  folly  concurred  with  bis 
honorable  friend  from  Massachosetts,  (Mr.  Ev- 
KBETT,}  with  whom  he  had  the  gratification  of 
eerving  on  the  Board  of  Yisitora,  three  years 
ago,  that  those  who  attended  at  West  Point,  in 
this  wqiacity,  were  ftdly  entitled  to  their  trav- 
elling expenses,  and  he  believed  that  not  one 
cent  more  was  ever  received.  Re  admitted 
that  $1,600  would  not  pay  tlie  travelling  ex- 
penses and  the  aabeiatence,  while  at  the  Point, 
of  BO  large  a  Board  as  had  been  nsnally  con- 
vened. It  wonld  pay  all  the  expenses  of  a 
Board,  conristing  of  from  six  to  nine  persons, 
which  be  (Mr,  H.)  thonght  anfflciently  lai^ ; 
indeed  he  had  intended  moving  a  resolution, 
for  the  Committee  on  Mihtary  AfiMrs  to  report 
a  definite  plan  for  the  organization  of  this 
Board,  with  some  specification  of  their  duties, 
and  an  ennaeration  of  such  expenses  as  shonld 
be  allowed  for  travelling  and  enbsistence,  as 
well  as  a  proviso  limiting  their  nnmber.  The 
Board  itself,  be  considered  of  indispeosable 
vslae;  visitorial  bodies,  of  an  analogous  char- 
acter, were  considered  eesentially  necessary  in 
all  learned  institutions,  and  he  believed,  in  the 
very  fbnndation  of  many  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  provision  was  made  for  them,  and 
that  they  practically  existed  in  almost  all  the 
seminaries  in  our  own  country.  There  conld 
not  be  conceived  an  institution,  where  an  ex- 
amination, at  stated  periods,  of  its  actual  con- 
dition, and  its  means  of  regniting  the  public 
bounty,  by  meeting  the  public  expectations  in 
Its  results,  than  that  of  West  Point.  The  Sa- 
perintendent  and  Facnlty  have  not  only  the 
most  critical  duties,  literary,  scientific,  and  pro- 
fesBlonal,  to  dtschai^  but  they  have  confided 
to  their  care  the  moral  cultnre  and  the  forma- 
tion of  the  cbaracter,  of  an  interesting  portion 
of  the  youth  of  onr  country.  It  is  surely  of 
vast  importance,  that  the  manner  in  which 
theee  offioee  are    discharged  to  the  country 


should  be  vonched  tbrongh  respectable  and  re- 
sponsible organs ;  and  he  thonght  that  the  tc»- 
tmiony  thns  procured,  not  only  in  its  influence 
on  the  institution,  but  as  a  satia&ction  to  the 
oonntry,  was  certainly  worth  aeearing,  if  it 
oonld  be  accomplished  at  eo  trifling  a  cost  as 
$1,600.  He  regretted  the  course  the  debate 
had  taken.  When  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  last;  and  had 
this  item  nnder  consideration,  it  was  certainly 
a  matter  of  small  criticism,  indeed,  for  them  to 
be  discussing,  who  did  and  who  did  not  write 
the  reports ;  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Mr.  ViBOB)  wrote  the  report  prefixed  to  hia 
name,  was  very  unimportant,  as  he  (Mr.  E.) 
was  certain  of  the  fact,  that  this  gentleman  had 
discharged  his  duties  in  an  honorable,  faithful, 
and  intelligent  manner,  of  which  he  required 
no  other  assurance,  than  what  he  knew  of  that 
gentleman  aa  his  colleague,  on  the  committee 
to  which  they  both  belonged.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  every  member  of  this  Board  should 
possess  high  scientific  acquirements:  it  waa 
sufficient  tiiat  some  oi  them  shonld  possess 
theee  quaMcations,  and  that  others,  to  sound 
practical  sense,  shonld  add  an  acquaintance 
with  military  details  and  the  business  of  life : 
and  that  all  should  ftamish,  in  the  int^rity  of 
their  own  toharacteni,  a  guarantee  for  the  fidel- 
ity  of  their  report.  The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Pbasok)  has  mode  it  a  mat- 
ter of  grave  oriticism,  whether  he  (Mr.  E.> 
actually  wrote  a  report,  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors,  to  which  his  (Hr.  H.'s) 
name  is  aijoeoded;  and  all  the  credit  of  this 
document,  if  any  belongs  to  it,  he  has  imputed 
to  the  gentieman  from  MasaachosettiL  (Mr, 
EvsHCTT^  whose  services  on  the  Board  were 
nndonbtedly  of  the  most  interesting  and  vala- 
able  character.  This  conjecture  of  the  gentle^ 
man  irom  Rhode  Island  he  did  not  Impute  to  k 
notion,  that,  he  believed,  neverthelese,  was 
common  in  Uie  part  of  the  country  from  which 
he  came,  that  nobody  could  write,  out  of  New- 
England  ;  but,  since  it  was  made  a  matter  of 
serious  inquisition,  he  would  tell,  to  the  beat  <A 
his  knowledge  and  belief^  the  nistory  of  the 
progress  and  ultimate  formation  of  this  report. 
After  the  Board  had  completed  its  eiaminBr- 
tion,  it  appoint«d  sub-committees,  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  reporting  npon  its  specific  heads ;  that 
his  honorable  friend  from  Massschnsetts,  (Hr, 
EvEBBTT,)  and  Mr.  Bancrott,  a  gentleman 
scarcely  less  distinguished  in  the  literature  of 
his  own  State,  were  appointed  to  report  on  the 
course  of  instruction  in  the  longuagea  and 
matbematioH,  to  which  they  both  contributed 
an  int«restiiig  memoir  on  the  method  of  is- 
struction.  He  believed,  in  the  mathematical 
branch  of  their  sub-report,  they  were  as^sted  - 
by  a  summary  of  the  mathematical  problenott 
which  had  been  solved  by  the  cadets,  from  th« 
memoranda  of  Professor  Dewey,  a  distan— 
gnisbed  mathematician,  who  resided  in  the  dis- 
trict of  the  gentleman  fhim  Massachosette  ock. 
bis  left,  (Mr.  I>inoHT.)    To  Ur.  Skinner,  Ui^ 
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ible  editor  of  the  American  Farmer,  and  aome 
other  members  of  the  Board,  was  confided  the 
duty  of  reporting  on  what  might  be  termed  the 
driJ  wsoaoioj  and  dril  police  of  the  institnUoa. 
To  (kAcoifA  EoBtis^  Oolonel  Walbaoh,  and  bim- 
kH  (Mr.  H,,)  was  tusigned  the  office  of  report- 
ing npon  the  method  of  inatxnotioii  in  militar; 
tadiea  pmp^  irith  the  dutiea  of  troops  in 
^      1  mftrchea,  and  on  oastrametation 


ud  Btrategj,  and  in  referenee  to  the  military  'sn  entirely  different  principle.    He  had  been 


discipline  of  the  institntion  generalij.  Wilii 
tlw  able  asaistanoe  of  theee  two  gentlemen,  he 
Qb.  H.)  had  prepared  that  part  of  the  report 
appertaining  to  these  subjects.  These  separate 
reports  of  the  sab-committeea,  with  scarcelv 
my,  even  verbal  alterations,  were  iacorporatad 
Into  tlie  general  report,  by  tJie  gentleman  from 
Ibaaachnsetts,  (Mr,  Eybbbtt.)  Mr,  H.  swd  he 
had  made  this  statement  with  the  less  relno- 
tmoe,  aa  it  enabled  liim  to  rebut  an  Insuma- 
litxi,  which  wflfl  unkindly  made  the  other  day, 
that  the  Facnlty  at  West  Point  prepared  these 
nports  for  the  Board  of  Visitors — a  deolara- 
ti[»i  altogether  erroneona  and  nnjost,  as  the  re- 
port to  wMoh  he  referred  was  made  withont 
the  ali^teat  oommnnioadon  with  the  Soperin- 
tendeot  or  Professors.  He  wonld  now  aay  a 
ande  word,  before  he  conclnded,  in  referwoe 
to  Uie  eompensotuHi  which  the  members  of  the 
Board  reodved  for  Qieir  attendance  at  West 
Pdiat,  and  he  could  not  do  this  more  effectnal- 
Ir,  than  by  stating  what  he  had  received  bim- 
■cj^  and  Uw  labors  he  underwent,  he  could  not 
an  performed.  Ha  received  an  invitation, 
wfulst  in  Gbarleston,  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  to  attend  the  ezamiuation  on  the  1st  of  i 
Jime.  For  bis  passage  from  Obarleston  to 
Hew  Tork,  by  water,  and  hia  ezpenaefl  thence 
to  Vtat  Point,  he  rec^ved  thirty-five  dollars, 
ftnd  tiie  qnartumaster  paid  him  a  similar  smu 
for  his  expenaes  en  his  retnm  home. 


la  pocketing 
feaaed  he  had  n' 


10  t^Tj  alarming  twinges  of  oon- 
The  Board  met  at  6  o'clock,  A  M, 
and  aat  until  8 ;  they  met  again  at  0,  and  sat 
mtil  2  P.  M — convened  at  8  and  adjonraed  at 
7.  AAer  Uiis  laborious  confinement,  he  con- 
fliiwiirl  that  the  amwtite  with  which  he  ate  his 
iBMla,  waa  not  allied  by  the  reflection  that  it 
wuB  the  public  food — as  he  believed  he  had 
faoiMstty  earned  it,  as  he  did  bis  present  com- 
imiiMtinn  He  could  not  say  that  he  nn- 
danstood  every  diing  that  he  saw  and  heard ; 
ior  he  did  not  pnrfesa  to  be  a  master  of  the 
eomples  and  abatraot  relations  of  the  higher 
■Muiematks,  bat  he  tmated  that,  within  the 
tea^  of  «  rery  plain  onderatanding,  he  had  ob- 
ja-ved  oxnigh  (nT  the  proepeiity  and  admirable 
■rografla  of  this  noble  inatitntion,  to  anthorize 
W  patting  his  hand  to  the  report,  which  he  had 
dtane.  He  never  had  been  engaged  in  an  avo- 
■■tian  more  laborio^  or  in  a  duty  more  satis- 
fcotory ;  and  if  he  left  the  institodon  with  any 
liMliiimiiiii  stronger  than  the  absolute  convic- 
tMU  of  it*  ineatomable  uaefolnets  to  the  conn- 
tff,  it  was  this :  that  ita  lyipnal  esamination, 


[H.  or  R. 

by  intelligent  and  respectable  men,  was  an  es- 
sential auxiliary  to  it«  fatore  sncoees  and  proft- 
perity. 

The  qneation  was  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Inohav,  and  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr,  BusBTT  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  item.    He  had  no  question  as  to  the  im- 

Srtanoe  and  vtJue  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 
B  objections  to  this  appropriation  arose  from 


greatly  surorised  by  the  conree  of  aignment 
when  this  sabjeot  was  last  op.  It  had  been 
bat  a  few  dnys  dnoe,  the  House  almost  unani- 
mously passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  it 
was  neoeesary  to  examine  into  the  public 
abuses.  But,  when  he  compared  the  argu- 
ments on  that  occasion,  with  those  employed 
on  this  appropriation,  he  felt  sreatly  aston- 
ished, and  could  hardly  believe  Uiat  he  was  in 
the  same  region.  Talk  of  abuses?  and  as  soon 
as  yoa  are  presented  with  a  bar^ced  abuse, 
to  turn  round  and  justify  It  I  Am  I  not  justi- 
fied, said  Mr.  B.,  in  calling  this  an  abuse  t  that 
the  duties  performed  may  be  very  yalnable,  I 
do  not  dispute ;  but  will  yoa  sanction,  in  the 
Executive  branch  of  this  Government,  the 
power  to  appoint  persons — prescribe  their  dn- 
ties,  and  pay  for  their  performance,  withont 
the  sanction  of  legislative  enactment!  Is  not 
the  oonstitation  plainly  against  it,  as  well  as 
all  the  arguments  used  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  sideT  Here  b  an  appointing  power  with- 
out limit,  as  to  the  extent  of  time  or  the  nam- 
her  of  petwins,  and  the  whole  Treasury  is 
thrown  open  for  their  payment.  Gentlemen 
tell  us,  indeed,  that  the  Executive  discretion 
will  limit  all  this.  I  ask,  does  the  constitution 
admit  itt  or  can  language  more  plainly  forbid 
it  than  does  that  instroment  t  The  gentleman 
from  Florida,  indeed,  read,  with  some  eniltv 
tion,  what  he  considered  as  definitive  author- 
ity on  this  Bulgeot ;  and  what  was  his  author- 
ity ?  The  army  regulations :  and  by  whom 
were  these  enacted f  By  Congress!  No:  by 
the  War  Department  I  admit  the  arrange- 
ment to  be  an  excellent  one ;  hot,  ba  it  ever  so 
good,  it  is  one  which  devolves  on  us ;  the  duty 
is  ours ;  and  it  is  our  shame  and  reproaoh  that 
we  have  not  done  it  before.  Bat  let  as  now  do 
our  daty,  though  it  be  at  a  late  hour.  Let  us 
not  use  the  abuses  of  the  past,  as  a  mantie  to 
cover  abases  for  the  fnture.  Let  us  have  a 
Board  of  Viiutors ;  but  let  that  Board  exist  by 
law,  and  let  the  law  fix  and  anthorite  their 
compensation.  The  danger  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  matter  now  stood,  was  plfunly  illus- 
trated by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Malubv,)  who  said  that  it  was 
important  that  a  knowledge  of  this  institution, 
and  of  .the  progress  and  relative  standing  of 
the  cadets,  snonld  be  disseminated  through  the 
nation.  On  this  principle,  I  suppose  we  shall 
hear  that  one  member  of  the  Visiting  Board 
must  be  taken  from  every  State  in  the  Union ; 
and  as  the  Executive  to»,j  go  to  tJie  ultimate  oi 
its  discretion,  veiy  possib^  l^^7  i»sy  require 
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tvo  nmnben  from  tile  Isi^r  States  r  see,  tben, 
to  what  a  bod/  thia  Board  ma?  srow.  A  gen- 
tteinaii  from  MaBsooliasetts,  with  mora  of  lib- 
eralitif  than  had  bees  exhibited  hy  some  others, 
had  adnuttod  that  there  Hboold  be  a  limit  fixed, 
and  contended  that  ttiis  limit  is  established  b; 
the  appropriation.  Bnt  I  confesa  that  I  see  no 
limit  at  all.  We  have  given  the  Department 
|1,G00,  while,  before,  thej  had  nothing ;  and 
tbof  still  have  the  same  contingent  faad  withuk 
their  grasp  as  they  had  before.  The  same  gen- 
tleman has  stud,  that  we  ought  to  paj  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Visitors  onlf  white  tbej  are  in 
actual  attendance  at  West  Point.  Bat,  t«ke  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Oommitt«e  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  our 
principle,  and  where  is  onr  limit  then  t  That 
gentleman  t«llB  joa  Ihat,  if  the  Eieentive  has 
mode  a  contract,  and  a  work  has  been  per- 
formed nnder  it,  Ihe  Honse  is  bonnd  to  make 
the  i^ipropriation.  If  so,  it  ta  nODBense  to  talk 
about  limiting  the  Executive.  He  has  no  limit 
whatever  as  to  the  States  whence  the  Visitors 


In  a  regular  manner.  The  regulation  read  hj 
the  gentleman  from  Florida,  siud,  that  the 
Board  was  to  consist  of  not  lees  than  five  mem* 
hers.  But  the  number  has  alreadj  grown  to 
11,  13,  and  sometimes  to  14  members.  I  hope 
the  House  will  either  agree  to  reject  the  doo- 
trine  of  limiting  the  Executive,  or  r^eot  this 
item  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  ahoU  not  take  op 
a  dootrine  one  day,  and  lay  it  down  the  next, 
jnst  OS  may  salt  gentlemen's  temporary  oon- 
▼enienoe.  We  have  been  told  that  it  belongs 
to  an  appropn^on  bill  merely  to  provide  the 
means  of  carrying  into  efieot  pre-existing  laws. 
Bnt  here,  no  law  Is  eo  mnch  as  pretonded.  Bat 
we  are  called  upon  to  sanction,  by  a  side-wind, 
a  lawless  aseomption  of  power  by  the  Execn~ 
tive.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  We 
are  all  senwble  of  the  extent  of  the  Exeoative 
pstroDago,  and  it  seems  generally  agreed  that 
that  patrmiage  onf^ht  not  to  be  extended  with- 
out nrgrat  neoeesity.  Now,  there  is  no  form 
in  which  it  exists,  which  Htrikes  me  so  unfavor- 
ably as  this.  All  have  dedored  that  no  man, 
while  a  member  of  this  House,  can  receive  and 
hold  any  Executive  appointment ;  but  here  is  a 
case  in  the  very  teetA  of  that  declaration ;  he 
receives  an  appointment  which,  if  not  of  honor 
and  profit,  is  at  least  complimentary  in  its  char- 
acter, while  he  ret^ns  a  seat  here :  and  though 
we  now  propose  to  allow  only  his  expensea,  yet 
there  is  no  limit  nor  safeffuard.  The  same 
priuoiple  would  authoriie  the  eiUiirgement  of 
the  emoluments  to  any  extant.  To  snob  a 
principle  I  can  never  lend  my  sanction. 
The  motion  of  Hr.  Babsbtt  waa  r^ected. 


[Febkiubt,  tS3L 

Indian  AppTvpriationt — EmigratiMi  oflniiimt. 

Hr.  MoDnrnx  moved  the  oonmderatlon  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
Department,  for  18S8.  That  bill  having  been 
taken  up, 

Mr.  MoDcim  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
above  amendment,  the  following ; 

"  For  siding  the  emlgrstion  of  the  Creek  iDdUns, 
providing  for  thran  for  the  period  of  twelve  monthly 
after  their  emigration,  and  for  renderins  tliem  siieli 
assisteoce  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
tl^k  proper,  in  their  agrienltilral  operation^  $E0^> 
000. 

"  For  enabUug  the  Preddent  of  the  United  StatM 
to  aitingiUBh  the  title  of  the  Cherokee  Indiua  to 
■nj  lands  hi  the  State  of  OeorgU,  where  it  can  lie 
done  upon  '  peaceable  and  reasonable  terma,'  and 
for  aiding  the  said  Cherokees,  and  such  other  In- 
^os,  as  may  be  so  disposed,  to  emigrate  to  pUcea 
west  of  the  HLuiasipid,  tS0,0OO." 

Mr.  McD.  said,  that  the  War  Department 
had  asked  a  larM  sum  for  this  object ;  that  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  not  feeling 
competent  to  decide,  bad  moved  to  be  dis- 
chsi^[ed  from  the  consideration  of  this  part  <A 
the  subject,  and,  at  their  request,  it  haa  been 
referred  to  the  Oommittoe  on  Indian  Affairs; 
that  committee  had  reported  on  the  snUeott 
recommending  the  sum  now  in  the  bill,  and,  on 
their  recommendation,  it  had  been  inserted. 
He  believed  the  appropriation  to  be  a  perfeoUj 
proper  one,  and  hoped  it  would  pravaiL 

Mr.  Hailb  inquired  if  the  Ohickasawi  wer« 
included  in  the  amendment  t 

The  Chair  replied  that  they  wera  virtnallT 
included  in  the  words  "  all  sooh  other  Indians,'' 
which  immediately  fallowed. 

Mr.  Haii^  then  moved  to  Insert  the  word 
"Chiokasaws"  immediately  afler  the  word 
Oherokees. 

Mr.  MoLbui  (Ohairman  of  the  0(Mnmitt«e  on 
Indian  Affairs)  soid  he  could  see  no  need  of  in- 
serting this  word— a  bill  had  boen  prepared 
and  reported  bv  the  Indian  Oommittee  to  pro- 
vide eld  for  the  removal  of  the  Ohickaaawti, 
and  would  soon  come  up  In  order. 

Mr.  RuLK  replied,  that  his  Stat«  was  vitally 
interested  in  this  matter.    He  thought  that  th« 
Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  done  her 
great  injustice  in  excluding  her  from  the  appro- 
priation bill.     That  was  a  bill  that  alwars 
passed.    The  private  bill  to  which  the  gentfo- 
man  hod  alluded   might   not,  and   probably 
would  not,  be  reached  during  the  session ;  and. 
he  should  like  to  know  why  a  distinction  was 
to  be  made  in  favor  of  the  Creeks  snd  Ohero- 
kees, when  DO  agent  had  been  sent  woioiig 
them;    while  the  Ohickasaws,  to  whom  axx. 
agent  had  been  sent,  and  who  had  expresAecL 
their  willingness  to  remove,  were  excluded 
from  the  bill.    Other  SUtes  and  Territories 
oonld  be  aided,  and  the  Treasury  exhausted  t^ 
relieve  them  from  the  bnrdet^of  their  lodiaxA 
population ;  hut  bis  State,  in  which  an  Indiaxi 
country,  of  150  miles  in  extent,  separated  kki 
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(stire  oountj,  with  bU  ita  inhabitanta,'  from  the 
iwdiie  of  the  white  popolatioo,  wu  to  be 
neglected,  &lthoagh  her  BepreHOntative  bad 
iaen  the  reiy  first  to  move  a  coouderation  of 
thk  sabjeoL    This  he  oonddered  as  great  in- 

llr.  IxxPKOi  obHerved,  in  replj,  that  tbia 
nlgect  bad  early  been  bronght  before  the  Oom- 
mictee  on  Indian  AffaJrB,  They  had  giveii  s 
pronmt  and  serionB  attention  to  it,  and  there 
now  Dee  on  the  table  of  the  Hooae  a  bill  pre- 
jwed  and  reported  by  them  for  the  very  object 
Um  gentleman  &om  MlaaiBsippi  had  in  view. 
Bst,  in  tiiia  case,  he  saw  Termed  that  ancient 
declaration,  that  the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the 
first  shall  be  last.  The  appropriation  bill  pro- 
liding  for  the  removal  of  the  Greeks  and  Oher- 
tkeee  bad  broaght  that  eal^eot  first  in  order. 
Bat  he  tmsted  that,  if  the  gentleman  wonld 
aaraae  a  little  patience,  the  saMect  he  had  so 
nnuih  at  heart  wonld  come  np  in  Its  tnm,  when 
he  promised  that  gentieman  he  ahonld  find  him 
(Xr.  L.)  disposed  to  act  with  the  utmost  liber' 
iBty,  and  tc  promote  his  views,  as  far  as  it  was 
b  hia  power.  Bnt,  to  log  in  that  Hobject  at 
present,  conld  only  defeat  other  objects,  and 
take  (16,000  or  (20,000  from  an  ^propnation 
ilresdy,  if  any  thing,  too  smalL 

Hi.  Hazlx  replied,  and  remonstrated.  He 
had  moved  a  resolution  respecting  the  removal 
of  the  Chickas&wB.  The  gentleman  from  Qeor- 
0A  had  introdnced  the  Oreeks  into  his  resolu- 
tion, and  then  the  Oherokees,  and  the  ^ntle- 
maa  from  Florida  bronght  in  the  Semmoles. 
He  had  entreated  the  gentleman  not  to  embar- 
nm  bis  motion  in  this  manner.  Bnt,  embar' 
fill  1  as  it  was,  it  went  to  the  Indian  Oommit- 
tM.  That  committee  had  taken  np  the  Creeks 
ud  Cberukees,  and  sent  them  to  oe  provided 
fix-  by  the  Oomuittee  of  Ways  and  Ueana, 
lecviiig  the  Chioka^aws,  who  were  the  first- 
aaxned  in  the  resolntion,  to  the  precarious  hope 
of  emti&g  in  afl:erwards,  by  a  separate  bill.  In 
tia»  be  tbonght  they  hjul  done  nim  very  great 
iDJDStice.  That  committee  had  no  right  thus 
"    "1  the  tribes.     If  any  went  into  an 


_     _  e  had  expected  some  little  liber- 

■Etf  from  the  gentlemen  from  Geor^  bnt 
Aci7  had  crowded  down  hia  resolation,  and 
Aen  left  him  out  He  perceived  that  a  man 
aodhi  expect  little  from  his  friends  in  this' 
B0aB&  He  was  resolved,  for  the  fntnre,  to  rely 
1  the  liberality  of  ^     .  .   . 


Kr.  Hatxcb  sud  that  this  dlffionlty  could 
ta^j  ba  reconciled.  Let  the  amendment  of 
A*  geDUeanan  be  adopted,  and  the  sum  ^- 
inpnsted  be  proportionably  increased.  He 
ftM^t  there  was  a  propriety  in  inclnding  all 
%m  Mntthem  Indians,  as  the  aame  polio;  ap- 
gfad  to  them  all. 

Kr.  Homui  had  no  de^re  to  interfere  in  a 
'■itts  t€  this  kind,  bat  he  was  one  of  those 
iA«  believed  tliat  the  United  States  Qovera- 


ment  ia  bonnd  to  take  the  earliest  opportnait; 
of  extingnishing  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in 
Georgia ;  and  he  desired  the  Ohuiman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AfTiurs  to  state  whether 
that  was  not  the  object  intended  to  be  provided 
for  in  this  appropriation. 

Ur.  UoLban  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Ur.  HoFFKAH  replied,  if  that  was  the  case, 
he  thon^t  there  was  good  reason  why  the 
amendment  should  not  be  adopted.  Every  re- 
fieoting  man  mnst  be  anxions  to  see  the  com- 
paot  c^  1803  folfilled  in  good  f^th.  lint  the 
Uhiokasaws  were  not  involved  in  its  provisions, 
and  stood  npon  an  entire!^  different  footing. 

Ur.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er the  provision  for  the  Oherokeee  woa  intro- 
dnoed  in  folfllment  of  any  treaty  with  that 

Ur.  MoLxui  replied,'  that  it  had  been  insert- 
ed in  conformity  with  the  oompaot  hetwe^  the 
United  States  and  Georgia,  by  which  oompaot 

it  became  the  dnty  of  the  General  Government, 
at  all  times,  to  stand  in  readiness  to  eitingnish 
the  Indian  titie  within  that  State,  so  soon  as  it 
conld  be  done  on  reasonable  and  pesoeable 
terms.  The  subject  to  whi<di  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  alloded,  had  been  among  the 
very  first  to  which  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affyrs  gave  their  attention :  and  they  bad  ac- 
cordingly reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  re- 
qnest  of  that  tribe,  that  uiey  might  be  pe^ni^ 
ted  flret  to  esaodne  the  land  nroposea  to  ha 


given  tiiem,  before  they  shonld  aecide  on  relin- 
qnishing  what  they  .      -. 


It 
wonld  be  snrely  improper  to  provide  for  extin- 
gnishing their  title  at  this  time,  when  it  was 
bnt  a  few  months  ago  that  they  had  expressly 
refased  to  remove.  He  was  therefore  at  a  loss 
to  know  where  was  the  groand  for  the  oom- 
plaints  of  injustice  bo  londly  made  by  the  gen- 
tieman from  Mississippi.  The  estimates  of  the 
Department  had  been  referred  to  the  Indian 
Committee ;  their  report  npon  them  had  been 
approved  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means ;  and  this  last  committee  had,  in  oonse- 
qnenoe,  inserted  the  item  in  the  bilL 
Ur.  Htm  replied,  and  insisted  npon  the 

Cmid  he  had  formerly  taken.  $50,000  had 
nerly  been  appropriated  in  the  case  of  the 
Creeks,  and  now  (60,000  more  are  proposed, 
althongh  the  Oreeks  say  podtively  they  will 
not  r«nove.  But  the  Chickasaws  have  written 
a  letter  to  the  Governor,  signifying  their  will- 
ingness to  emin«te,  and  yet  they  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  tiie  bill.  An  appropriation  in 
their  ease,  Mr.  H.  insisted,  was  the  only  one 
from  which  the  Government  conld  derive  the 
least  shadow  of  benefit.  He  thonght  a  new 
system  of  legislation  was  getting  into  thla 
Honse,  by  wLiah  an  appropriation  hill  was 
made  the  lever  to  force  measures  in  fiivor  of 
one  section  of  the  oonntry  to  the  injory  of  an- 
other. He  protested  against  thi^  and  then 
proceeded  again  to  nrge  the  olamis  of  the 
OhiokasawB. 
Mr.  Bath,  of  lOssoori;  s^  he  nndeiatood 
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tliu  to  be  a  bill  regnlwlj  reported  every  year, 
providiag  for  the  ordinary  aminal  e^>eDse8  of 
the  Indian  Pepartment.  If  Bpecial  objecta 
were  to  be  provided  for,  ■peoiaJ  appropriationa 
ought  to  be  made  to  meet  them ;  aaa  if  rooh 
so  object  aa  was  oontemplated  by  the  amend- 
ment, wus  to  be  brotigbt  into  this  bilL  all  otlier 
special  objeota  might  as  well  be  brongnt  into  it. 
bi  additJon  to  thia,  something  might  be  uid  on 
the  question  where  the  Government  meant  to 
invite  these  Indians  to  settle.  He  was  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  discnw  that 
qaeatdott  at  this  time.  One  objeotdon  to  the 
amendment  was  tliia,  that  it  gave  unlimitAd  au- 
thority to  the  otSoer  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  to  give  direction  to  the  march  ot 
this  tribe  when  it  ahoold  remove.  It  either 
allowed  him  a  bonndleps  discretion,  or  else  it 
was  a  barren  ^propristjon,  effecting  nothing. 
'When  the  hill  whii^  had  been  reported  by  the 
Oonunittee  on  Indian  Affairs  shonld  come  up, 
lie  whole  anljject  would  he  open  for  diB43ns- 
sion;  bnt,  at  present,  sach  an  ^propriation 
would  be  perfectly  anomalons  in  a  regular  an' 
nnal  appropriotioD  hill  for  the  Ind^n  Depart- 
ment It  was  well  known,  that  the  regular 
eipenaea  of  that  Department  amounted  to  less 
than  the  iir^nlar  expenses  of  it — the  former 
amonnted  to  abont  $60,000,  while  the  fond  for 
coDtinseDoies  was  |95.000. 

Mr,  B.  said  he  coula  not  vote  underetanding- 
ly  in  this  matter,  nnleea  he  had  the  meaoB  of 
inquiring  further  into  it.  He  would  go  heart 
and  hand  with  the  gentjeman,  if  the  Indians 
were  troublesome  neighbors,  and  tiie?  wished 
to  get  rid  ctf  them,  provided  this  oould  he  done 
wiuiont  injuring  oUier  people.  The  bill  says, 
"  to  emigrate  weet  of  the  MiasianppL"  Now 
it  was  not  the  first  dme  that  Indians  had  been 
brought  from  Other  parta  of  the  conntry,  and 
plac^  down  in  the  Dosom  and  very  heart  of 
the  State  from  which  he  came.  Here  he  enu- 
merated the  KichapooB,  'Woas,  and  several  otti- 
er  tribes,  who  had  thus  been  removed.  He 
sud  his  constitaents,  many  of  them,  lived,  to 
be  sore,  in  the  woods,  and  were  on  the  borders 
of  the  republic— but  still  they  had  some  dedre 
to  improve  their  situation,  as  well  as  other  peo- 

Ele — and  they  did  not  wish  to  have  a  body  of 
idiaDfi  placed  down  in  the  midst  of  them  by 
their  Oovernroent,  and  still  less,  if  the  power 
lo  do  this  was  to  he  exercised  by  a  sub-agent 
of  the  War  Department.  If  once  the  promise 
was  giTcn  to  the  Indian^  although  by  an  unau- 
thorued  Agent,  they  would  count  upon  i\e  ful- 
filment. Tbej  knew  none  of  our  distinctions 
as  to  authorized  and  unanthoriEed  ofQcors  of 
the  Government,  and  if  the  promise  was 
fulfilled,  their  sense  of  Justice  and  good  faith 
was  shocked.  The  gentleman  from  Uississippi, 
however,  need  fear  no  opposition  from  him, 
with  respect  to  the  removal  of  his  Ohtokasawa, 
if  he  would  only  act  on  the  good  old  maxim, 
ao  use  your  own  as  not  to  injure  others.  Mr. 
B.  oonolnded  hy  saying  he  shonld  vote  against 
all  propositioDa  like  that  now  moved. 


Ur.  Spsaqub  said  that,  in  Justice  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Indian  Afikirs,  it  was  proper  to 
state,  that,  if  any  complaint  at  all  was  made  in 
this  matter,  it  should  be  against  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.    The  item  came  from  that 
committee  in  the  same  manner  as  every  other 
item  in  the  bill.    It  was  not  the  Oommittee  of 
Indian  Afflairs  that  had  placed  it  there.    They 
bad  only  reported  in  favor  of  a  measure  whidi 
appeared  to  them  expedient  and  proper.    Ha 
hoped  the  Hoase  would  not  go  into  a  general 
discussion  of  all  our  Indian  ^airs  on  the  pres- 
ent hill.    It  was  very  evident  that  gentiemen 
in  all  parte  of  the  House  were  alive  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was 
one    attended  with  extreme  difficulty  at  all 
times.    Mr.  8.  sdd  he  had  himself  hM  mtaj 
and  great  difficulties  to  surmount  in  aseentii^ 
to  the  aitpropriation  already  agreed  to,  and  he 
hoped  tnat,  in  a  mere  incidental  debate,  the 
general  policy  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
would  not  have  to  be  taken  up  and  decided.  It 
had  forced  itself  on  his  observation,  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  this  House,  aa  a  great 
evil  in  the  mode  of  Its  legislation,  that  suqects 
of  the  gi-eatest  weight  were  forced  upon  the 
House  in  the  most  unexpected  manner,  by  mere 
incidental   motions.     The   consequence   was, 
that  they  were  disouwed  when  gentlemen  were 
not  frdly  prepared  for  them,  and  hours  and 
days  were  wasted  on  questions  not  properly 
connect«d  with  the  main  subject  l>efore  tike 
House.    There  were  special  reasons  applyina 
to  the  case  of  the  Creeks  and  Oherokeee,  whi<£ 
did  not  apply  to  the  other  Indian  tribes.     If 
the  Chlcbasaws  were  introduced,  all  the  other 
Indians  would  have  to  follow,  because  gentle- 
men stood  ready  to  introduce  them,  to  whose 
States  they  were  as  great  an  annoyance  aa  the 
Ohickasawa  were  to  the  State  of  Mississipin. 
The  same  argument  would  be  nrged  in  every 
case,  and  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  amend- 
ments.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that  now  pro- 
posed, would  not  prevaiL 

Mr.  Wnrnt  should  only  detain  the  committee 
a  few  minutes  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day.  If 
there  was  any  merit  in  having  the  subject  first 

eoposed  in  the  House,  the  gentleman  trota. 
iniseippi  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say, 
that  his  was  the  second  proposition  on  tills 
subject,  having  been  moved  as  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  of  that  gentleman,  referred  to 
in  debate,  and  which  would  have  been  moved 
in  a  separate  form,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted 
in  coiHunction  wiUi  that  This,  said  Mr.  W_ 
is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  te  tiie  Territory  I 
represent;  and,  it  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed, be  adoptod,  I  shall  feel  myself  boond  to 
move  to  insert  in  this  bill  the  Florida  Indians. 
I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  amendment  of 
the  member  from  Mississippi,  but  he  mnst  per- 
c^ve  that  the  success  of  bis  motion  will  le&TC 
me  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  one  in  'whicb 
he  is  placed.  The  hill  reported  hy  the  Com- 
roittee  on  Indian  Aff^rs,  provides  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  purpose  of  enabling  "the  Ohick» 
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a  the  ooun- 


««  nd  other  Indian^"  to  ezploi 

bj  wMt  of  the  MSMtowjipL    Now, 

ttwd  that  the  "  other  L>diaiu  "  in  the  bill,  ore 

tbote  Thioh  are  the  aimojanoe  of  1117  ooDstitn- 

mU;  ind,  if  the  Ohickasawa  are  now  inoladed 

in  lUt  bill,  I  shall  be  withont  a  "  loop  to  hang 

a  bop*  npon ;"  and  I  now  ^ve  notioe,  that^  u 

tliis  iDcceedB,  Iwillnot  depend  on  the  rr      ' 

hopt  rf  reaching  the  other  bill,  but  also 

nj  unendment.     I  cannot  oonoor  with  the 

CUetum  Irom  Haintk  (Mr.  Spb&bits,)  that 
is  not  the  time  or  place  to  discnse  thiB  snb- 
Iwt.  The  mbject  now  onder  oousideration,  as 
iegitimat«J7  belongs  to  tliis  bill,  sa  tbe  proposed 
mwDprisdon  for  tbe  Greeks  and  Cherokeee. 
Whore  is  the  difference  ?  The  member  from 
Itiine,  who  ia  a  conBtJtaent  member  of  tbe 
Ocmmittee  of  W&j9  and  Means,  eajs  this  mb- 
jKt  comes  from  the  War  Deportinent,  has  been 
MDctioDed  b7  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaira, 
nd  ia  contained  in  a  oert^  convention  be- 
t*«en  Qeorgia  and  the  United  States.  Now, 
nr,  I  tell  that  gentlemen,  that  the  sabjeot  of 
tbe  mnonl  of  the  lilorida  and  Ohiokasaw  In- 
diana also  comes  from  the  War  Department, 
nnder  grave  reoommendadons,  and  has  also  met 
tbe  ftTorabie  coo^deration  of  the  Standing 
OtRDHiiltee  of  this  House,  to  whom  the  subject 
•nHopriatel7  belongs.  Bo  far  the  parallel  is 
Mmplete:  and,  u  to  the  oonTentlon  with 
Seonia,  I  cannot  o^ree  that,  on  that  aooonnt, 
«e  aball  be  placed  in  a  regolar  appropriation 
bin,  lod  the  other  left  to  the  nnoertaintj  of  its 
bte,  at  a  seadon  that  promises  so  little.  I 
■rduitlf  liope  that  Geor^  ma7  snooeed  in 
baring  her  convention  executed  to  the  letter 
ud  >pirit.  But,  ax,  the  obligations  of  human- 
ity, ind  the  imperative  dictates  of  sound  poli- 
ej,  impose  as  strong  an  itynnotion  on  this  Gov - 
onmcDt  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  the 
ninida  IndiaoB,  sa  aaj  compact  or  conTention 
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qnira.    The  miserable  condition  of  these 


offloeni  in  a  language  not  soon  to  be  forgotteL. 
Ten  have  been  told  that  tbe7  cannot  enbsist 
vithia  their  present  asNgned  limits,  and  most 
■tirre,  or  plunder  their  neighbors.  An  appro- 
priatkm  has  been  made  bj  Congress  to  feed 
tbem;  re-e  laminations  ordered  b7  the  Seore- 
ttrj  of  War,  and  a  return  again  made  b?  6«n- 
ni  Gunee,  that  the7  cannot  live  within  their 
Emits,  A  verf  reapectable  and  highl7  distin- 
rnabed  officer,  Oolouel  Clinch,  of  the  4th  rej^- 
uot  of  infantry,  attended  General  Oainea  on 
tba  lait  examinMlon,  and  be  concnrs  in  the 
(pinion  that  thej  most  steal  or  starve.  Now, 
■r,  the  cluius  d  Georgia  ma;  be  strone,  but 
W  can  we,  looking  to  the  humanity  and  poli- 
ty of  our  Goverament,  and,  moreover,  refer- 
Ag  to  the  oertaintj  of  ftitnre  collision,  which 
UM  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  blood  and 
tnMDre,  and  demands  for  indemnity,  refuse  to 
1^  the  two  objects  on  the  same  footing  I  If 
Ibti  motion  was  to  add  the  appropriation  of 
(19,000,  reported  for  oor  object,  to  that  in  this 
bin,  nd  include  the  Ohiokaaaw  and  Florida 
Vca.X— 3 


Indians,  I  aboald  be  glad  to  see  it  carried;  but, 
in  its  present  form,  I  am  opposed  to  it,  wjth- 
,  out  including  ours.  I  can  inform  the  gentle- 
man from  MiMonii,  that  it  is  not  oontempluted 
to  locate  the  Indians  within  his  State,  init  west 
of  it,  and  north  of  Aritansas,  and  upon  lands  to 
which  the  United  States  have  an  undisputed  title, 
not  within  the  Hmita  of  any  Btate  or  Territory. 

Vs.  LcicPKnr  said  he  peroeived  the  snl^eot 
was  misanderstood,  and  this  could  arise  only 
from  a  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  He  was  aware  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  a  general  disonsaioa  of  onr  Indian 
affairs.  He  thought  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  QSi.  Batkb)  were  well 
worth7  of  attention.  But  be  thought  this  was 
not  the  time  or  place  for  ooitradenng  it.  Mr. 
L.  said  be  would  endeavor  to  point  out  the  dis- 
tinotlon  between  the  oasea  of  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees,  and  that  of  the  Ohickasaws  and 
other  tribes.  The  amendment  proposed  b7  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  which 
provides  for  the  removal  of  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokeesj  had  been  introdaced  in  consequence 
of  the  estunates  reorived  from  the  War  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  that  subject  When 
those  estimates  came  into  the  House,  the7 
were  referred,  as  of  course, -to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  ^at  oonimittee  very 
properly  moved  for  their  referenoe  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  This  latter  commit- 
tee had  carefully  ezanuned  the  estimates,  and 
had  reported  favorably  npon  tbe  enl^ot.  It 
was  then  sent  back  to  the  Committee  of  Ws^s 
and  Means. 

Mr.  L.  Bud,  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mUtee  on  Indian  Affairs,  he  had  expected  this 
item  to  be  provided  for  in  a  separate  Ull,  but 
the  OommiUiee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  thought 
otlierwise,  and  had  oonolnded  to  provide  for  it 
in  the  present  appn^rlation  hill  Now  the 
distinotion  which  gave  a  preference  to  the 
Creeks  and  Cherokees  was,  that  a  treaty  had  . 
already  been  made  with  the  Creeks,  which 
could  not  be  fulfilled,  without  a  part  of  this 
appropriation,  and  the  nridoe  was  equally  ne- 
cessary to  enable  tbe  Gtovemment  to  fiilnl  ita 
compact  with  Georgia,  in  relation  to  tbe  Oher> 
okees.  No  such  treaty  or  compact  applied  to 
the  other  tribes.  It  was  the  understanding  of 
the  committee  that  the  application  of  this  sum 
depended  on  the  free  oonsent  of  the  Indiana; 
neither  force  nor  favor  was  to  he  made  use  (^;  if 
their  removal  could  be  effected  on  snidk  terms,  it 
waswell;  if  not,  the  means  wpropriatedwonld 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Bat 
without  the  appropriation,  it  was  impossible  that 
the  Government  could  fUfll  its  compact  with 
Georgia.  Mr.  L.  stud  he>wonld  not  enter,  at 
this  time,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  claims  of  that 
State.  He  knew  the  impressions  which  many 
gentlemen  had  received  in  relation  to  them. 
But,  whatever  warmth  was  charged  npon  her 
Government,  by  those  who  had  misrepresented 
her  moliveB,  when  the  truth  was  fully  known, 
it  would  appear,  that,  so  fhr  from  being  charge 
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able  with  urging  nnwarraiitable  demandi9,  her 
forbe&ranoe  on  this  Bobject  had  been  without  a 
parslleL  She  had  wwt«d  for  twenty-flve  years 
for  the  fiilfikoent  of  the  contract  made  by  the 
Gfineral  GovemmeDt,  and  nbe  had  witneasod, 
during  that  time,  the  extinctioa  of  the  Indian 
tJQe  to  eotire  States  vhioh  had  been  admitted 
into  the  Union.  Yet  ahe  had  oontinned  to 
wait,  until  ahe  perceived  it  to  be  adopted  as  a 
aettled  policy,  that  those  Ini^ans  were  to  be 
kept  within  her  limits.  He  knew  that  the  peo- 
ple and  the  Oovemioeot  of  Georgia  bad  been 
represented  as  wishing  to  bear  down  these  nn- 
happy  people,  and  to  treat  them  with  harsh- 
neaa  and  oppresaioa.  Nothing  could  be  fvliher 
from  the  troth,  m  could  do  more  injustice  to 
the  feelii^  of  the  people  of  Oeorm.  Their 
pilj  and  aolioitode  for  these  wretdied  tribes, 
were  felt  to  a  d^ree  which  could  not  be 
pressed.  Their  removal  was  never  conti 
j^tad,  or  intended  ea  a  oompnlsory 
They  were  to  remove  in  a  peaceable  and  voltm- 
tarj  manner,  or  not  at  all.  The  arrangemenl 
provided  for  by  the  amendmeat  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueans,  appeared  to  him 
Mr  and.  just.  He  waa  equally  willing  to  re- 
move the  wretched  remnanta  of  these  people 
from  ail  Uie  oUier  Ststea,  for  he  could  truly 
say,  that  it  was  among  the  warmeet  wishes  of 
hia  heart,  to  benefit  theee  poor  suffering  rem- 
naotB  of  the  aboriginal  race,  in  a  way  the  most 
effectual  and  permanent. 

The  qnestioD  was  titen  pat  on  the  amend- 
m«it  of  Mr.  Hailk,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohi&  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  MoDnniB,  by  strikiog  OQt 
the  words  "  and  for  uding  the  mIA  Oherokees, 
and  Bach  other  Indlftos  as  may  be  so  disposed, 
to  emigrate  to  places  west  of  the  MieaiBBippL" 

This  amendment,  he  tbon^t,  would  meet 
the  views  of  botli  committees,  and  would,  also, 
remove  the  difficult^'  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Bi.TKS.)  The  subject  was  not  a 
new  one.  It  had  been  a^tated  for  years,  and 
had  been  paitionUrly  discussed  at  the  last  see- 
non,  at  wnioh  session  a  bill  had  been  intro- 
dooed,  nmilar  to  that  now  reported,  from  the 
Indian  Oommittee,  but  bod  never  been  called 
up.  If  a  general  oonrse  of  policy  waa  thus  to 
be  introduced  and  sanctioned  by  an  item  in  the 
appropriation  bill,  that  bill  might  be  made  an 
instrument  of  "hfTitnTig  the  whole  course  of 
the  Government.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  obligation  of  treaties,  but  he  knew  of 
no  treaty  with  the  Oherokees  which  provided 
for  their  emigration.  He  was  willing  to  do  all 
that  was  necessary  to  taiSl  Uta  compact  with 
the  Government  of  Geoi^ia,  but  he  was  not 
willing  to  say  that  it  was  the  eettied  policy  of 
the  Government  that  tboae  Indians  were  to  be 
removed.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  bad 
been  right,  the  other  day,  in  saying  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  treaty  with  any  Indian  tribes, 
tmlees  there  had  been  a  previous  ^)propriation ; 
but  a  different  practice  had  prevailed  i  and  if 
called  opon  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  lAaa  of 


this  AdministratioD,  he  wonid  set  down,  tn  i 
prominent  item,  the  sanction  which  it  hsd 
given  to  this  system.  He  was  for  tying  up  th« 
hands  of  the  !^eoutive  nnlJl  the  House  Im  kx 
opportunity  to  know  what  plan  was  to  he  pur- 
sued. He  was  against  removing  the  Indisss 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  as  fw  as  priaciplA 
was  concerned,  he  would  as  soon  vote  to  pIsM 
them  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  The  subject  tu 
one  of  deep  interest  to  the  oooutry.  Gentle- 
men wonla  recollect  that  his  amendment  did 
not  touch  the  sum  appropriated,  but  onlj 
a  particular  application  of  that  enm.  If  it 
prevailed,  the  appropriation  would  be  left  for 
removing  the  Indiana  from  Georgia.  He  did 
not  wish  to  sanction  the  policy  of  tbe  Admin- 
iatration  in  this  matter,  which  he  considered  u 
one  of  their  errors.  Treaties  were  made  bj 
men  invested  with  almost  unHmited  discretioo, 
and  over  whose  acts,  when  once  dune,  this 
House  had  little  or  no  control.  He  wonld  not 
go  farther  into  the  subject,  except  to  state, 
that,  no  longer  ago  than  last  year,  the  Govern- 
ment had  received  a  positive  refosal  from  the 
lasaws  to  em^ 

oousented  bo  far  at 

Mr.  MoDuFFiB  said,  that  tbe  Committee  ot 
Wayt  and  Means  had  not  only  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  give  a  preference  to  this  provision  fi>r 
the  removal  of  Uie  Creeks  and  Cberokeee,  but 
had  felt  a  disposition  directiy  the  reverse.  The 
proposition  had  not  originated  with  tbem,  but 
came  strongly  recommended  from  the  War  De- 
partment. He  had,  in  congeqnence,  been  in- 
structed to  ask  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  might  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  and  that  it  might  bo 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
This  last  committee  had  reported  upon  it,  and 
recommended  tie  appropriation  in  the  very 
language  now  inserted  in  the  bill.  He  could 
not  agree  with  gentlemen  who  thought  this  an 
improper  time  to  discnss  the  general  policy  of 
removing  the  remnants  of  the  Indian  tribes  to 
the  west  of  the  Misaissippi.  He  thought  tjist 
policy  was  now  fairly  before  Congress :  that  if 
gentlemen  meant  to  discuss  it  at  all,  now  was 
the  proper  time  to  do  so.  It  had  heretofore 
been  the  custom  to  embrace  these  appropria- 
tions for  tbe  Indian  service  in  the  Militar7  Ap- 
Cropriation  Bill,  The  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Leans  had  thought  it  more  proper  to  preeeat 
tbem  in  a  separate  bill.  They  were  all  SDbJeota 
for  fair  discussion. 

On  the  ^neral  subject  of  the  policy  of  fiifL- 
ing  the  emigration  of  our  Indians  to  the  West, 
he  had  no  heeitatkin  in  saying,  that  he  regard- 
ed it  as  the  settled  polioy  of  this  Goveminent, 
Tbe  Executive,  under  the  last,  as  well  as  tba 
present  Administration,  had  clearly  expressed 
an  opinion  in  its  favor.  It  was  true,  CongreA 
bad  not  yet  officially  expressed  such  a  sent!- 
ment.  But  he  believed  it  to  be  the  SBtt,I«j 
■  )rity  of  the  House,  tli« 
B  lunits  of  our   settJei 
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SuiN  miut  dther  be  iadaoed  to  ennKrate^  or 
'  Hint  inftUiblj  dnk  into  a  rt»t«  of  indescnba- 
bje  ud  irrebierable  wrel«hedu«es.  He  oon- 
adtnd  the  idea  of  civiliriiig  tmd  edocatiiiK 
Dmbi  m  vhollT'  dehidre.  The  ezperiment  had 
been  tried,  aad  tho  reaoh  had  proved,  that, 
wliils  fnironnded  hj  the  whites,  the  uidians 
Kqnind  all  the  vioea  of  a  oivilized  people,  and 
uiDe  of  tbeir  TirtiK«.  He  thoo^t  the  Qot- 
cmmeiit  ought  to  moke  nw  of  all  proper  and 
Isitimale  meani  to  remove  tbem,  and  he  trnat- 
<a  it  would  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  Ezecn- 
tiTe  to  try  the  e^ot  of  mone;  in  indnoing 
thwn  toemlffrate, 

TtnaoAT,  Febrnar7  19. 
Bmiipati«%  of  Indiam. 

The  Honae  went  Into  Oonmilttae  of  the 
Thtrie  00  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
Oh  Indian  Department,  and  the  qneetion  Im- 
mediatdj  before  the.  oommittee  being  on  the 
notian  of  iir.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  to  amend  Ur, 
UoDuma'a  atnendmen^  by  Btnking  oot  trxtm 
it  tbcae  words :  "  And  for  aiding  the  SMd 
KxTokeea.  and  moh  other  Indiaos  as  mav  be 
M  ^Kpottd,  to  emigrate  to  places  west  of  the 
ICtamimi" — 

Kr.  SioTH,  of  Indiana,  i^  he  haj  not 
npeeted  that  the  aneetion  now  before  the  Oom- 
miltee  of  the  Wsole,  for  our  oon^deratloii, 
would  have  been  disotused  on  the  general 
^iprapriation  bill.  I  did  believe,  sir,  that  tlits 
qwrtiiHi  would  have  been  sobmitted  more 
pnqieiij  to  the  oonaideration  of  the  Boose,  on 
the  bUi  reported  on  this  snbject  by  the  Oom- 
mtlee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which  bill  is  aocom- 
paiued  br  a  ^«cm1  report  from  that  connnittee. 
Bnt,  ir,  the  Hoiue  has  determined  otlierwise. 
The  Ooonnittae  ot  Wtj%  and  lleana  has  re- 
porttd,  n  OM  item  In  the  ^propriatioit  bill, 
the  Mm  of  flfteen  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
parpoM  of  ^ding  tn  the  removal  at  tne  Oher- 
fAm,  ind  soeh  other  Indians  as  maj  be  dis- 
pned  to  emiimte  to  a  section  of  oooDtry 
«tit  of  the  JGssiadppi,  with  a  view  to  their 
ptnnsDoit  location  forever.  This  appropria- 
fioo,  the  ammidment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
frnn  Ohio,  Qb.  Woods,)  propoees  to  strike  onL 
Edoet,  sir,  aa  has  been  correotly  remarked  by 
tbs  bcoorable  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Vaji  and  Ueans,  (Hr.  MoDdtfix,)  the  subject 
is  biriy  \MfK9  the  eommlttee  at  this  time ;  and 
ladmittbatitoanbeof  TuylitUe  importance 
to  the  eommHtee  at  what  time  the  qoeaUon  is 
■M,  discoaeed,  and  finally  decided.  The  Chair 
\m  naaAtd,  that  the  qnestton  on  the  smend- 
■Mtt  doea  not  Inrtrfve  or  embrace  the  appro- 
piaticQ  to  comply  with  the  contract  on  the 
MR  of  the  United  Btatea,  with  the  Oreek 
nffiana,  mtder  the  late  treaty  with  that  nation ; 
■t  npcMt  thia  intimatton,  tie  gentleman  from 
iluama,  Qb.  Owmr,)  declined  making  any 
xsuiki  <m  tbo  qnestion  before  the  oommittee, 
*  t,  rir,  I  am  not  diepoeed  to 

■ion  of  the  qnestaoir  before 
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QB,  becaose  the  Greek  Indians  are  not  incloded 
in  terms,  as  I  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  as  covering  the  whole 
gronnd,  and  s«  bringing  up  for  discussion  and 
consideration  tha  past,  the  present,  and  the 
future  policy  of  thU  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  ni^ortnnate  people.  Bir,  this  amendment 
snbmits  to  us,  as  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
people,  the  important  oonriderationj  whether 
we  will  continne  the  same  destructive  polioy 
which  has  heretofore  been  pnrsned  by  the 
United  Btates,  or  whether  a  more  liberal  and 
hamane  po^oy  ahaU  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
this  people. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  qDeedoii  now  before  the 
committee  as  one  of  momentons  importance; 
it  is  of  importance  to  the  character  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  moch  greater  Importanoe 
to  that  most  onfortunate  and  wretched  pe<9le, 
that  the  future  polioy  of  the  Qovermnent.  in 
relation  to  tbem,  ahoatd  be  marked  with  jnstio^ 
hnmanity,  and  a  magnanimity  of  purpose,  that 
will  atone,  as  &r  u  poaaible,  for  the  great 
inJQstice  which  we  have  done  them.  We 
cannot  retrace  our  Bt«pB ;  we  cannot  affect  the 
past ;  we  cannot  reens(Htat«  or  bring  to  lifb  the 
thoDBuids  of  this  miserable  people,  who  have 
wasted  sway  an^  perielied  tmder  the  infinence 
of  onr  baneM  polioy.  Bnt,  ur,  we  may,  and 
1  do  most  siaoerely  hope  will,  profit  by  the  post 
experience  of  the  nation,  in  the  policy  which 
has  been  parsned,  and  In  oar  fature  legislation 
on  this  aabject  carefully  avoid  that  coorsa  of 
polioy  which  has  produced  Bach  dire  effects. 

Sir,  I  do  not  address  the  committee  in  my 

Jlaoe,  exotosively  as  the  advocate  of  the 
adians ;  but  I  wish  to  b«  nndereood  aa  being 
the  advocate  of  a  jnsL  humane,  and  magnani- 
mons  course  towaroB  them,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  No,  sir,  they  have  no  representa- 
tive on  this  floor ;  they  must  rely  for  Justice  on 
thephilanthropy  and  homanity  of  the  represent- 
atives of  that  people,  who  have  reduced  thera 
to  tlkeir  present  wretched  dtuation,  and,  sir, 
I  feel  w^l  satisfied  that  this  oommittee  will 
not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaints. 

Sir,  in  order  to  determine  the  queations 
correctiy,  which  arise  on  this  amendment  It 
Is  important  for  us  to  decide,  whether  the  aita- 
ation  of  the  Indians  is  such  as  to  require  the 
interposition  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  United 
States  in  their  behalf,  and  whether  the  United 
States  are  under  any  obligation  of  Justice, 
homanlty,  morality,  or  religion,  to  afford  the 
relief  neceeaary  to  prevent  the  total  extinction 
of  this  pewle.  Sir,  let  me  examine  for  a 
moment  and  see  who  these  Indians  now  ar^ 
and  who  they  once  were.  Great,  very  great, 
have  tieen  the  vidssitudea  in  life,  which 
they  have  been  doomed  to  experience.  We 
cannot  shot  our  eyes  ag^nst  the  fkcta,  sir.  We 
found  them  the  lawf^  occupiers  of  this  vast 
extent  of  territory,  now  oircnnucribed  by  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States.  We  found 
fbem  the  lords  of  the  soil ;  we  found  tbem  a 
l^eat  and  powerful  nation,  or  rather  a  number 
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of  aataons  in  the  rade  state.  As  inditidoals,  it 
is  tree  they  were  emphatioallj  die  children  of 
the  foresl ;  yet  they  were,  in  s  degree,  proe- 
perooB,  and,  to  all  appesranceB,  happy ;  they 
were  posseued  of  eonstitntioiu^  which  pat  at 
defiuicB  the  awaolts  of  cold,  hniiger,  thirst, 
and  fatig^ie.  The  water  from  the  fonntains 
was  their  only  drink,  and  the  common  diseaaeB 
which  are  now  Bwaeplng  away  this  wretched 
people,  as  with  the  breath  of  a  peetUence.  were 
then  onknown  to  them ;  the  cansea  which  pro- 
duce the  effect  now,  had  not  reached  them 
then ;  I  allnde.  sir,  in  part,  to  the  introdaction 
of  Bpiritoous  liqDors  amongst  them,  by  their 
white  neighbors,  of  which,  most  onfortnnately 
for  them,  they  are  paamoaatelT  fond. 

Sir,  BOoh  were  these  people  when  we  first 
knew  them ;  what  are  they  now  ?  It  doea 
aeem,  that,  from  the  time  of  the  fint  settling 
of  oar  forefathers  at  James  Town,  and  at 
Plymoath,  the  IrdcEb  of  the  Indiana  had  been 
ooDSidered  as  a  lawM  conqneat.  A  war  of 
extermination  from  that  tim^  or  as  soon  afE«r 
u  the  whites  supposed  that  they  hod  acquired 
mffioient  strength  to  maintain  tiieir  oonqnesta, 
waa  waged  against  the  abori^nal  inhabitants 
of  the  country ;  and  it  is  bat  a  very  short  time 
stnoe,  that  we  have  stayed  the  eword  of 
desolation.  We  have  seen  Iheir  moat  powerful 
nations  dwindled  down  to  poor  wandering 
tribes,  and  their  ereatest  kings  radaoed  to 
beggarly  chiefs.  We  have  seen  tliem  driven 
by  the  whites,  from  river  to  river,  from  State  to 
State,  from  hill  to  hill,  from  moontain  to  moun- 
tain, and  from  forest  to  forest ;  the  tide  of 
white  emigration  atill  flowing  West,  and  still 
pressing  close  npon  them ;  and  if  we  continne 
the  present  policy,  the  time  cannot  be  very  far 
distant,  when  the  last  sound  of  the  Indian 
mnst  die  on  the  Pacific,  I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
it  is  contended  by  writers  of  celebrity  that  a 
oonntry  inhabited  as  this  was  belongs  to  the  na- 
tion  that  happens  to  discover  it,  and  that  it  ia  a 
lawfal  subject  for  conqueat.  But,  rir,  I  cannot 
subscribe  to  this  doctrine,  to  such  an  extent 
It  is  founded  on  a  principle,  m^tained  by  arbi- 
trary govemmenta  alone,  that  power  gives 
right.  Bir,  if  my  neighbor  being  the  owner 
of  a  farm,  iJs  not  aagocdahnsbandmanaBl  am, 
if  he  lets  his  form  grow  up  with  weeds,  briars, 
and  thoma,  or  even  refosea  to  out  oS'  the  timber, 
shall  I,  because  I  have  the  power,  drive  him  from 
the  poaaeatdon  of  hta  premises,  and  take  poases- 
rioa myself  under  the  pretext  that  hedidnot  cnl- 
lavate  his  land  as  it  onght  to  be  cultivated  % 

I  know,  ^at,  in  some  instances,  formerly, 
and  many  instances  of  latter  years,  you  have 
pretended  to  hold  treaties  with  them,  and  to 
aeqnire  their  lands  by  contract ;  but^  sir,  how 
has  this  been  done?  It  baa  been  done  nine 
times  out  of  ten,  by  bribing  their  chiefs,  and 
not  nnfreqnently  with  snns  in  your  hands. 
What  kind  of  a  contract  is  this  when  oon- 
olnded  t  It  is  saoh  a  one  as  «uffht  not  to  be 
binding  on  the  party  thus  imposM  upon.  Ton 
bad  better,  yes^  ten  thousand  times  better, 
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resort  to  the  law  of  conquest ;  for  in  thtt  case, 
you  eonld  plead  the  cnatom  of  nations  u  an  ' 
apology  for  your  wrongs.  Tour  treaties  iiavs 
been  not  uufreqaently  held  immediately  after 
the  most  bloody  and  destructive  war  to  the 
Indians  had  ttrminated  in  favor  of  your  annt 
and  as  a  consideration  for  the  injuries  they  had 
done  you.  With  arms  in  your  hands,  yen  take 
their  lauds,  and  restore  to  them  peace;  and  they 
retreat  {briber  into  the  wilderness,  and  are  A 
rest  until  the  eyea  of  your  avarice  have  again 
counted  the  acres  of  land  which  they  ooeupy, 
and  added  them  u>  the  oountJeaa  acrea  winch 
yon  had  previonsly  taken  from  them.  Then  a 
new  treaty  is  held,  and  they  are  again  dianw- 
seased.  But,  ea  an  eionse  for  yonr  conduct 
towards  them,  it  is  said  that  in  some  instances, 
they  had  inhumanly  murdered  some  of  the 
whites.  This  is  no  donbt  tme ;  but  cannot  we 
find  some  little  excuse  for  them,  although  we 
are  not  prepared  to  justify  them  in  the  fact, 
tbat  tbey  have  been  generally  defending  their 
homes — the  countiT  that  contained  the  bones 
of  their  fathera,  and  in  which  they  found,  at  dl 
times,  an  old  associate  in  every  spring,  in  every 
running  stream,  and  even  in  every  silent  tree 
that  stood  near  the  wigwun  or  travelling  path. 
Who  would  not  have  disputed  the  occnpancy 
of  a  country  nnder  such  circnmstsnces,  with 
any  daring  intmder  t 

Sir,  it  is  true,  that  you  have,  by  some  of  your 
treaties,  stipulated  to  pay,  and  that  yon  acta- 
ally  have  paid  to  the  different  tribes  of  Indians, 
certain   annnitiea,   in    consideration    of   lands 
received  from  them ;  and,  air,  however  mnch 
gentlemen  may  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  I  am 
coustrfdned  to  say,  that^  in  my  opimon,  this  ia 
the  moat  destructive  policy  which  yon  have 
ever  pursned  towards  them ;  your  annuities  are 
meltingthem  away,  like  snow  under  a  meridian 
sun.     When  they  had  to  rely  on  their  own 
exertions  for  procuring  a  livelihood,  they  were 
a  reasonably  mdnstrioua  people ;  they  attended 
to  their  trapping  at  the  proper  season^  and,  moat 
generally,  expended  the  moneys  ariamg  irvmv  a 
sale  of  uieir  akina,  in  neoessaries ;    bat,  nuTr, 
yon  have  held  out  to  them  a  lure  to  disaip&tion 
and  idleness:   relying  on  their  annuity,  tlieir 
traps  are  nedected ;   they  spend  th«r  time  in 
idleness  and  the  most  abandoned  dianpation, 
and  their  whole  mind  is  steadfastly  bent  on 
getting  spirituous  liquors.    I  know  there  ar« 
exceptions  to  the  character  which  I  have  da- 
scribed,  but  they  are  lamentably  rare.     Ther« 
are  always  men  found,  where  they   are    nor- 
ronnded  by  the  whites,  base  enongh   to    pre^ 
upon  their    wretehedneea  —  the    manef ,    th« 
annoity,  is  a  auffltient  induoement  for    saoh 
conduct    And  yet,  sir,  there  ore  many^  honor- 
able  men  within  my  own  knowledge,  ■who  are 
called  Indian  traders,  who  furnish  them  ^ritli 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  who  would  not  con- 
descend to  sncb  meanness. 

Sir,  a  part  of  your  polioy  at  present  is,  tc 
send  missionaries  amongst  them.  I  have  nc 
doubt  "but  that  ^ey  hare  been  of    ' 
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wviM  in  pmnoting  the  present,  the  mtnre,  and 
gtsni]  weiltn  of  man;  of  these  wretched 
bdop;  bat  I  hSTe  heard  Bome  of  the  moit 
tnli^teoed  of  Uiein  bkj,  that  the  benefits  the; 
m  uabled  to  render,  can  onl;  be  perdal,  eo 
long  w  the  present  poli^  cf  Uie  QoTemment 
h  tcotinaed  in  other  reapeote.  Ton  mi^bt  as 
*dl  attempt  to  moraliie,  dviluei,  or  obrutiaa- 
ia  I  nuniM,  ae  an  Indian  vho  has  no  indnoe' 
oent  to  refoini,  and  who  has  it  in  his  power  to 
Im  d*il)' iatoziaatfld, 

I  hare  attempted  to  tell  jon  who  these  peo- 
pfe  fonuui;  were ;  I  have  endeavored  to  snow 
¥lui,  and  what,  thej  now  are.  Will  (uiy  gen- 
S«min,  who  is  conversant  with  this  subject, 
mj,  that  the  shades  of  the  p}'>tiiro  are  too  lugh- 
l;r«ilsndt  I  think  not.  Then,  sir,  these  peo- 
ple do  stand  in  great  need  of  the  interposition 
of  the  strons  ann  of  this  Govemroent  to  relieve 
tbem ;  and  Ois  Government  is  boond,  by  erery 
tie  of  Immanitj,  jostioe,  moralitj,  and  relipon, 
ts  do  dl  in  iter  power  to  save  the  wreok  of  this 
neo^  Will  ^tlemen  say,  that  nothing  shali 
iw  oone  in  this  Morions  work  t  Will  gentle' 
DUD  ay,  that,  aftir  b^ng  the  canse  of  reducing 
tluee  pe(^  to  their  present  state  of  wretohed- 
atm  and  ndsery,  we  shall  fold  np  onr  eran  and 
IN  than  perish — see  tlidr  total  extinction — 
witlioat  muing  one  more  effort  to  save  them ! 
I M  sttisSed,  sir,  that  we  shall  all  agree  to  do 
mnethiog ;  bnt  I  tear  we  shall  differ  so  widei; 
IS  to  the  modvM  optratuli,  as  to  endanger  the 
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prapostion,  by  the  details  of  the 
'    the  motion  now  pending  before  me 
and  tiie  remarks  that  bAve  fallen 


from  gentlemen,  there  sr«  those  in  this 
nittee  who  woold  be  willing  to  leave  the  In- 
fins  on  their  present  iooation,  and  continne, 
ud  eren  inoreasa,  the  annnitdee.  To  snob  gen- 
tlsBMB  I  wonld  say,  thu  we  have  tried  this 
poScT  lone  snoogh,  and  if  we  persist  in  it,  the 
Dost  of  tbe  Indiana  must  perish.    They  feel 


«  raoe  of  beings— they  hai 
vhere  they  are,  to  Mimnlate  them — Ihey  have 
•D  eridcnoe  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  con< 
lim»  where  they  are-— they  see  that  the  States 
*iah  to  |et  rid  of  them ;  that  thej  Avish  to  ex- 
tend thor  jnrisdiotion  over  their  soil,  and  in 
mae  raeoit  instanoea,  over  their  persona.  All 
Us  nspeetable  missionaries,  and  all  the  r»- 
■psctable  agmts,  who  are  amongst  them,  the 
Mt  wd  the  present  Adndnistration  of  the  G<yv- 
(nnrat,  faavejxdnted  to  the  oonrsa  which  the 
Oansrittee  on  uidian  Affairs  has  thonght  proper 
t*  adopt,  as  the  only  probable  TOmecy,  left  nn- 
tM,  fiv  tbnr  preswvation,  - 1  know  of  no 
ktttff  renedy,  and  I  am  frank  to  admit,  that  I 
>B  not  entiredy  certain  that  this  remedy  will 
kan  the  dedred  effect ;  bnt  I  feel  disposed  to 
liy  it,  mtlets  gentlemen  can  satisfy  me  that 
my  have  a  remedy  which  will  prove  a  more 
powetM  antidote  in  conntersoting  the  poison 
*tdch  has  been  inAised  into  the  Indians  by 
Ur  general  policy.  The  policy  proposed  by 
" and  of  which  this  bUl  is  the  first 


step,  is  to  grant  to  the  Indians,  snd  their  ohil- 
drw,  forever,  in  fee  aimpla,  s  district  of  conn- 
try  west  of  the  Hisdssippi,  and  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  States,  near  the  RocJiy  lionntsins, 
sofficiently  Isrge  to  contun,  advantageonsly.  all 
the  Indians  in  the  United  States,  where  tliey 
wiL  have  assurances  that  they  will  never  be 
again  distnrbed  by  the  whites,  and  where  they 
may  be  stimulated  to  advance  in  civilized  life, 
by  forming  a  oonstiCntion  and  laws  for  their 
own  Goyemmcnt,  and  by  betaking  diemselvea 
to  indoEtrioos  parsaits  to  obtain  a  livelihood. 

It  is  trae,  air,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
we  should  use  oompnlsory  means  to  remove 
the  Indians ;  they  should  be  induced  to  remove 
of  their  own  voluntary  free  will  and  accord. 
It  is  up<H)  this  principle  that  wo  propose  to 
make  the  impropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  enable  such  as  are  now  willing  to  re- 
move, t«  migrate,  and  snch  as  are  not  willing, 
at  this  time,  to  send  a  deputation  of  their 
chiei^  warriors,  and  head  men,  in  company 
with  snch  oommissioners  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Stal«e  may  ^point,  to  explore  the 
oonntry,  and  to  satisfy  themselves  of  its  fitness 
for  the  purposes  of  their  fntnre  residence. 

It  is  altogether  important  that  the  Indians 
shoold  be  satisfied  with  the  cotmtry  to  which 
we  purpose  to  transfer  them,  with  tbeu:  con- 
sent ;  and  I  know  of  no  way  to  produce  the  ef- 
fect with  greater  certainty,  than  by  affording 
them  an  opportnnity  of  exnloring  tiie  country, 
by  deputations  of  their  cniefs,  wsrriors,  snd 
head  n  ......         -        . 


plicit  confidence. 

I  have  heard  it  aud  on  this  floor,  that  we 
have  no  lands  on  which  to  locate  the  Indiana, 
were  we  so  ^sposed ;  that  all  the  lands  will  be 
want«d  for  the  whites.  Sir,  if  we  have  not 
now  surplus  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  for  the  lands  on 
which  the  Indians  now  reside,  when,  let  me 
ask,  shsll  we  have  them  t  WiU  it  be  after  the 
tide  of  emigratioQ  haa  rolled  westwardly  to  the 
Paeiflo  Ooeiant  Sir,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
now  is  the  aooepted  time  to  commence  this 
grest  and  glorious  work.  Let  ns  do  it,  while 
we  have  it  In  onr  power ;  snd,  although  we 
should  not  succeed  to  the  ntmost  of  our  wishes 
yet  we  shall  have  the  gratification  of  having 
done  all  in  our  power  to  accomplish  it. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  the  In- 
dians cannot  be  onaMed  for  self-government, 
they  have  not  somcient  intellect  to  perform  the 
duties  incident  to  the  government  of  a  nation 
— that  they  are  too  wild  and  savage  in  their 
nature  to  sobmit  to  the  laws  and  regnlattona 
neoesBSry  to  the  secnrity  of  uvil  society.  Sir, 
I  think  very  difflerently  from  gentlemen  on  thia 
part  of  the  anbjeot.  Whenever  we  have  had 
an  opportuni^  of  seeing  the  expanfflon  of  thdr 
minds,  and  the  powers  of  their  intellect,  we 
have  been  compelled  to  say  that  they  ar« 
not  inferior  in  natnrsl  powers  to  the  wMteo. 
ir,  yon   have    estabtiHted   sdiools   i 
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them,  for  the  pnrpoce  of  edncatiug  Iheiz  joath, 
nnder  the  saperinteadence  of  benevolent  mU- 
ritnuTT  InstitiitioiiB,  ati,  considering  the  great 
difficolties  vhich  thej  have  had  to  eucoontAr, 
tbej  have  fomiahed  most  oondnaive  evidence 
of  the  BOBceptibiUtj  of  the  Indian  mind  to  im- 

IirOTement,  in  every  thing,  moral,  civil,  and  re- 
Ipoo*.  While  npon  this  part  of  my  rabject, 
Sermit  me  to  refer  the  committee,  aa  an  evi- 
ence  of  the  qnalificationa  of  the  more  enlight- 
ened of  the  Indians  for  self-government,  to  the 
late  oongtitution  formed  by  the  OherobeeB  for 
the  Oovemment  of  that  nation,  within  the  lim- 
its of  Georgia.  This  conaldtnlion  will  apprise 
motlemen  of  two  things:  flret,  that  the  In- 
diana, where  thej  have  nad  an  opportonity  for 
tmprovement,  have  shown  themselves  to  be 
entirelj  ansceptihle  of  acquiring  a  snffioient 
guaittum  of  tmowledge  to  govern  their  own 
oonoems;  and,  seconolj,  that  it  is  ahsolntely 
necessary  that  the  General  Government  shonld 
do  ail  in  her  power  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
remove  to  a  territory  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
States.  As  mnch  as  I  wish  to  see  the  Indians 
independent,  prosperous  and  happy,  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  them  establish  separate  and  inde- 
pendent GoTemments  within  the  boondaries 
and  Jnriadiction  of  the  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent States,  as  such  a  clashing  of  Jorisdiction 
oonld  not  out  prove  destractive  of  that  feeling 
of  kindness  w&iob  I  wish  to  see  manifested 
towards  them  by  the  whites. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  ht,  at  this  time,  to  go 
into  the  det^  of  uie  conrse  to  be  pnraned  by 
the  Government,  provided  this  appropriation 
should  pass,  and  a  favorable  report  shonld  be 
retomed  to  the  next  Oongresa  by  the  oommis- 
sionen  and  deputies.  It  will  be  time  enough 
to  arrange  the  details  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  when  we  sball  have  the  additional 
light  of  tiie  report  before  us. 

Sir,  some  gentlemen  appear  to  dread  the  ef- 
fects of  this  policy  of  concentrating  the  Indians 
in  one  section  of  the  country,  sapposing  that 
we  shall  thereby  render  tfaem  more  formidable 
against  us,  provided  they  shoidd  become  hostile 
to  the  whites.  There  may  be  something  in 
this  objection ;  bnt  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
any  serious  inconvenience  can  ever  result  to 
the  Unilad  States  from  such  a  concentration. 
They  know  that  they  have  felt  our  power,  and 
they  would  most  carefully  avoid  giving  us 
cause  to  exert  oar  power,  and  direct  our  arms 
against  them.  Besides,  I  believe  the  charge  of 
ingratitude  cannot  be  made,  with  propriety, 
a^nst  the  Indians,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  will  he  grateful  to  ns  as  their 
benefactors,  should  we  relieve  theio.  The 
reooUection  of  past  it^nries  will  be  biried  and 
forgotten  in  feelings  of  gratitude  for  your  phil- 
anthropy and  kindness.  Sir,  as  an  evidence  that 
this  feeling  of  gratitnde  is  not  extinct  in  the 
Indian  bmst,  I  beg  leave  to  relate  an  anecdote, 
the  tmUi  of  which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt : 
A  abort  time  before  the  late  treaty  held  with 
the  Miami  and  Pattawatamle  Indians,  on  the 
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Misusnnawa,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  Patta- 
watamie  Ohiel^  by  the  name  of  Legro,  was  at 
Fort  Wayne,  and  being  vwy  mnch  intoxicated, 


sitoation  he  was  found  in  the  street  by  a  Uttit 
girl,  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  of  that  plaoc^ 
who  bad  him  taken  to  her  fiitber's  kitchen, 
where  she  continued  to  give  him  nourishment 
for  several  days.  Befwe  be  left,  having  re- 
covered, he  promised  to  get  her  a  reservadon 
of  land  at  tbe  treaty  then  shortly  to  be  holden. 
Accordingly  he  att«aided  the  treaty,  and  had 
half  a  section  of  land  inserted  for  her,  as  a  do- 
nation from  the  Indiana,  which  the  commission- 
ers on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ordered  to 
be  stricken  oat;  no  sooner  did  the  old  chief 
learn  from  the  interpreter  that  the  reservation 
was  stricken  out,  than  he  roee  indignantly  in 
the  Gcundl  House,  and  before  his  nation  le- 
qnired  it  to  be  inserted  again,  statins,  tha^ 
unless  it  was  done,  he  woidd  never  sign  the 
treaty ;  that  she  had  been  kind  to  him,  and  he 
would  remember  her.  The  commissioners  vere 
induced,  nnder  the  circumstances,  to  permit 
her  name  to  be  reinserted,  end  she  aotntdly  re- 
ceived the  reservation. 

Sir,  a  remark  that  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Uissoari  (Hr.  Bates)  on  yestwday  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  tlie  Delaware  Indian^ 
made  a  strong  impression  on  my  mind.    That 

Kntleman  complained  that  the  Delawarea  are 
»ted  in  the  vidnity  of  ICssoori.  Is  it  poeri- 
ble,  sir,  tha^  in  so  few  yeu^  the  remnant  of 
the  Six  Jiations,  who  inhabited  and  owned  the 
country  on  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna 
BiverH,  and  who  were  so  poweiM  onoe  as  to 
give  laws  to  the  whole  aboriginal  population  in 
the  middle  section  of  the  country,  cannot  now 
find  a  resting  place  thb  side  of  the  Rocky 
Uountsinst  That  remnant  left  the  State  ot 
Indiana,  a  few  years  ago,  for  the  West,  but  I 
did  not  know,  until  I  heard  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  in  what  part  of  that  district  of 
oountiy  they  had  Btop]>ed.  I  do  hope  they 
may  shortly  find  a  resting  place,  where  they 
will  not  be  again  diaturbed:  they  have  for 
years  been  the  warm  friends  of  the  United 
States,  and  we  ought  to  protect  tJiem. 

Sir,  is  the  committee  prepared,  let  me  ask, 
to  support  the  amendment  of  tlie  genUemsn, 
or  wiU  the  committee  rather  adopt  the  polioy 
recommended  by  two  Administratitms  of  Xh» 
General  Government  by  the  Uisrionaries,  bj 
the  Agents,  and  by  the  successive  Comnutteea 
on  Indian  A&irs  f  .  The  appropriation  to  ena- 
ble the  Government  to  comply  with  its  con- 
tract with  the  Creek  Indians,  is  not  attempted 
to  be  stricken  out.  Why,  let  me  ask,  shall  ve 
moke  a  distinction  between  the  Greeks  and  the 
Gherokees  and  other  Indians?  We  all  kaow 
the  difficulty  which  has  existed,  snd  which  BtiU 
exists,  thongh  in  a  less  degree  than  formerly, 
in  Georgia,  relative  to  this  matter,  and  how 
desirable  it  is  to  the  State  and  Guieral  Qot- 
emments  that  it  shoold  be  amicably  and  BaaiUy 
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Mttled.  Sir,  I  know  Georgia  is  mncb  censored 
1b  oonseqneaoe  of  this  difficoltj ;  as  to  myself, 
I  hftTe  had  some  ocoaston  to  look  Into  th&t 
croMtioii  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and,  &om  all  that 
I  can  learn  on  the  subject,  Georgia  has  not 
ocxn]dained  irithont  some  oanse.  But,  if  the 
amandmsnt  of  the  gentleman  does  not  prcvuL 
that  cmbonM^ng  sabject  oon  be  finallj  settled 
to  the  sotisfaotioii  of  all  parties.  Sir,  to  those 
gaatleoMn  who  riew  this  snbject  to  a  pecuniary 
point  of  viev,  I  must  say,  that  if  we  can  iodace 
Iba  Indiana  to  beliere  Uiat  the  coontiy  which 
wa  propose  for  their  final  location,  will  answer 
tbmr  purpose,  we  shall  be  able  to  make  the  ez- 
chuige  for  the  lands  on  which  the  Indians  now 
rcnde  greatlj'  to  the  pecaniary  advantage  of 
tbo  United  StotM. 

Let  na  then,  sir,  pnrsne  that  conne,  relative 
to  this  qnestion,  wnioh  will  redound  to  onr 
^017  ana  the  present,  fatnre,  and  eternal  hap- 
pioew  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  roee  and  said,  that,  hav- 
iss  aabmitted  the  motion  now  before  the  com' 
mittee,  ha  deemed  it  proper  to  prewnL  for 
th«jr  coDsideration,  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duces him  to  offer  the  amendment.  I  did  not 
tMinothis  question  before  tiie  committee,  (said 
Ur.  W.)  It  was  branght  forward  by  the  hon- 
ondde  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Ueans,  aanotioned  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affturs.  I  did  ei- 
Mct  some  notice,  befbre  this  snbject  woald 
nave  been  t^en  up ;  and  that,  on  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Afiiurs, 
and  DOW  smons  the  orders  of  the  day,  this 
qnestion,  in  all  its  relations,  would  have  been 
ftiUj  oonddered.  Sueh  is  not,  however,  the 
ocniM  adopted  by  that  committee. 

J  have  always  thought,  the  ordinary  appro- 
priottoo  bills  sboold  not  be  embarrBSBed  by 
any  new  measures.  They  should  be  confined 
to  objeota  of  appropriation  required  by  existing 
bwB.  TMs  bUl,  without  the  amendment  pro- 
pooed  by  Che  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(lb.  HcDmnx,)  la  similar  to  the  one  making 
appn^niations  for  the  lodian  Department, 
wind)  baa,  for  several  years,  been  regularly 
piBBd.  I  may  ask,  sir,  why  we  should,  in  thu 
MM^  deport  Emm  the  usual  mode  of  prooeediug, 
Ktd  now  bring  forward  this  proposition  disoon- 
■Mtcd  from  the  most  important  parts  of  the 
arwinal  measure)  I  do  not  complain  or  find 
but  with  gentlemen  for  the  course  they  have 
takctD.  t  am  ready  to  meet  the  question,  by 
■7  Tote,  as  promptly,  now,  as  at  any  other 
tboe.  Indeed,  I  am  glad,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
thi*  measure  is  thus  brought  forward,  and  that 
it  itaBda  before  us  in  its  proper  form  and 
■akfldness,  stripped  of  the  pretence  of  disin- 
tenated  hmnam^,  which  has  been  thrown 
■nmnd  it  It  is  now  presented  in  its  true 
chanctar,  as  a  measure,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
tbe  In^ans — not  for  their  civilization  and 
pneervation— bot  for  onr  intfireat,  and  only 
oar  inlerest.     This  ^^ ropriation  la  asked,  as 


for  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  out  of  the  limits  of  onr  States 
and  Territories,  that  they  may,  by  our  aid,  trail 
their  bodies  into  the  wildemera,  and  die  where 
our  delicacy  and  onr  seises  may  not  be  ofibnd' 
ed  by  their  unburied  oarcassea. 

What  was  the  proposition  recommended  by 
onr  lato  Executive  Hagistrato  t  It  was  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Territorial  Govemment  over 
the  Indians,  for  their  preservation  and  uvillza- 
tion — for  their  benefit  wid  not  for  onrs.  The 
bill  reported  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, which  I  now  have  in  n^  hand,  provided 
for  the  location  of  the  Indian  tribes  some- 
where west  of  the  !&Gssis^pi  Biver,  and  north 
or  west  of  the  State  of  lusBouri.  It  proposed 
to  create  all  the  paraphernalia  of  a  Oovem- 
ment,  not  of  the  Indians  themselves,  In  which 
their  laws  and  manners  were  to  prevul,  but  in 
which  our  laws  were  to  be  odministored  by  onr 
officers,  and  enforced  by  onr  soldiers.  Is  the 
measure  now^bmitted  to  us  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  fi'om  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  UoDnmi,)  the  same  which  was  thus  re- 
commended by  the  Executive  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affdrs  by  whom 
it  was  brought  before  Congress,  in  the  bill  re- 

Eorted  by  them  to  this  House  t  No,  sir.  That 
ill,  which  I  supposed  would  be  brought  for- 
ward, and  acted  on,  is  now  abandoned  by  its 
friends.  The  measure  is  stript  of  its  prominent 
features.  The  gentlemen  who  recommended 
it  as  a  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  no 
longer  place,  it  on  that  ground.  The  amend- 
ment now  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Booth 
Carolina  goes  farther,  much  farther,  than  the 
bill  and  report  from  the  Oommittee  on  Indian 
Afiiairs,  now  unong  the  orders  of  the  day. 
That  bill  contains,  in  its  provisions,  nothing 
which  bears  even  a  resemblance  to  the  grand 
saheme  formerly  presented  to  Qs.  It  has 
dwindled  down  almostto  nothing.  It  asks  less 
than  the  sum  required  for  the  expenses  of 
holding  an  ordinary  Indian  treaty.  It  only 
proposes  to  appropriate  $16,000  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  making  an  examination  of  tiie 
country  west  of  the  AGssissippi,  by  the  Indiana. 
But  as  this  proportion  now  ofibred,  is  to  super- 
sede that  Inll,  and  places  the  qnestion  upon 
broader  grounds  involving  the  whole  merite  of 
the  proposed  measure,  we  may  as  well  now  dis- 
cuss the  question  upon  itb  general  prinoi^ee, 
which  go  to  the  foondation  of  all  our  Indian 
relations.  Bo  far  as  the  Stato  of  Geor^  is 
concerned,  we  have  done  forever  with  the 
difficulties  between  that  Stato  and  the  Creeks. 
It  is  now  a  matter  of  no  more  interest  to  Gteor- 
gia  than  to  Ohio,  whether  the  Indians  shall  be 
removed  west  of  the  Hisdssippi  or  driven  into 
the  Golf  of  Mexico.  The  Creeks  have  oeded 
to  us  the  last  acre  of  their  land  in  Georgia, 
and  the  provision  of  the  treaty,  by  which  the 
United  States  were  bound  to  aid  them  in  re- 
moving west  of  the  Mississippi,  has  already  ex- 
pired. I  shall  therefoK  consider  this  qneetioD 
on  its  broad  and  general  prinoipleo. 
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We  are  Udd,  dr,  that  this  &  measore  neoea- 
Mij  for  the  happinew  and  preeervatioD  of  the 
Indians— tiiat  we  mntt  adopt  it,  or  they  will 
perieh,  and  become  extinct  as  a  people.  I  dd 
not  believe  this  is  tlie  only  way  in  which  wa 
can  save  the  Indians,  or  promote  their  happi- 
ness. In  raj  opinion,  this  measure  would  ef- 
feot  more  rapidt;  their  extinctioii.  Inatead  of 
being  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  preaervotion 
and  driliiatJon  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
United  States,"  it  shoold  be  called  a  scheme  for 
their  speedy  extermination.  If  the  Indians 
cannot  live  on  the  rich  and  fertile  lands  which 
they  DOW  own,  they  con  live  nowhere.  When 
gentlemen  call  npon  ns  to  sanction  this  aa  a 
measare  of  hnmanity,  it  in^  be  proper  to  oon- 
nder  whether  the  soma  neoesaaiy  to  oarry  into 
efFbot  this  plan,  oonld  not  l)e  more  beneficially 
expended,  by  the  adoption  of  a  policy  which 
would  elevate  and  improve  the  Indian  charac- 
ter, and  sBoare  their  happiness,  withoat  re- 
moving them  from  their  preevit  poseeesions 
and  homes. 

Let  na,  sir,  for  a  moment,  inqnire  where  the 
Indians  are  to  be  removed.  We  are  informed 
it  Js  intended  to  plant  them  west  of  the  Mlssis- 
sippL  Thie  is  a  pret^  extensive  region,  and 
we  might  aa  well  at  once  send  them  west  of 
the  Booky  Uonntains,  to  people  the  new  ter- 
ritory proposed  to  be  eetabliahed  by  an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Ur  Flotd.) 
They  wonld  there  have  one  advantage,  which 
geadnnen  deem  of  great  importance ;  they 
wonld  not  soon  be  intruded  upon  by  our  cit- 
Lcena  ancl  settlements.  I  am  aware  that  I  may 
be  told  that  I  know  nothing  alMut  the  IndiaoE, 
or  the  system  to  be  established  for  their  Gov- 
ernment or  of  the  country  to  which  they  ore 
to  be  eent.  This  may  i>e  true,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  any  great  knowledge  on  the  subject, 
but  am  willing  to  le&m  from  others,  and  to  ob- 
tain information  from  tbow  who  have  brought 
this  measure  before  us  for  onr  sancdon.  Let 
me  aak  theee  gentlemen  if  they  liave  examined 
this  country  f  Do  yon  know  whether  it  is 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of 
the  Indians  1  Their  answer  is,  no ;  we  know 
nothiiw  about  these  mattery  but  first  adopt 
the  sobeme, — provide  that  uie  Indians  must 
remove  west  of  the  Uissisaippi — let  us  decide 
that  we  will  drive  them  from  uieir  lands  which 
we  wont  to  occupy;  and  then,  sir,  we  will 
send  our  sgents  and  oommisaioners  with  the 
Indians,  to  examine  this  countiy.  Our  agents 
can  be  instructed  to  pnrane  snch  measnree  as 
will  obtain  the  consent  of  the  chiefs  and  head 
men  of  the  tribes,  who  can  be  drilled  into  ac- 
quiescence with  onr  plans.  There  will  be  no 
danger  of  the  fulure  of  the  measures,  provided 
onr  commisEioners  have  in  their  pockets,  a 
"  large  omonnt  of  means,  aa  an  auxiliary  aid." 

Such,  sir,  is  substantially  the  langaage  of 
tide  measure.  Gentlemen  who  have  talked  so 
loudly  of  the  expenditure  of  the  "  oontingen- 
des,''  and  of  the  cormpting  influence  of  the 
money  and   patronage    of  the    Qovernment, 


should  reflect  on  this  subject.  Here  thej  maj 
find  a  pertinent  occasion  for  their  scrotiDj, 
We  know  that  the  lands  now  owned  by  the  Id- 
diana  are  fertile  and  valuable.  It  is  this  whieli 
gives  aotivity  to  our  sympathies.  Bnt  nt 
know  nothing  of  the  country  to  which  we  pro- 
pose to  remove  them. .  The  Secretary  dL  wk 
was  called  upon  by  a  resolntion  of  this  Hooa 
to  g^ve  us  the  specific  information  potoetasd  bj 
the  Deportment  on  the  subject,  and  to  state 
"  whether  the  Indians  are  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  situation  of  the  eonntry  to  whidi 
they  are  to  l>e  removed ;  and  to  what  puti<s- 
lar  district  of  eonntry  west  of  the  Uiangsnii 
they  ongbt  to  be  removed  t  "  (See  Journal  of 
1836-'?,  page  aS.) — To  these  inquiries  we  re- 
ceived an  answer  infonnin^^  ns  that  "the In- 
dians are  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  sad 
situation  of  the  oountry  to  which  we  propose 
to  remove  them ;  "  and,  "  that,  as  no  examina- 
tion had  been  made  with  a  view  to  its  oeca- 
pancy  by  the  tribes  now  in  the  States  eastrf 
the  Missisaippi,  it  cannot  l>e  Icnown  what  pir- 
tionlar  district  of  eonntry  west  of  MJaraMppi 
tiiey  onght  to  ooeupy."  (See  Ex.  Doc  Sa,  of 
ieS6-'70  Soohj  sir  is  onr  ignoranoenpontbii 
subject;  such  is  tne  profound  ignoranee  of 
those  who  have  pressed  this  measure  upon  na 
Tet  we  are  zealously  called  upon  by  gentlemm 
to  give  it  the  sanction  of  our  approbation. 

I  will  now,  l£r.  Chtdrman,  eiamine  intotiie 
dtustion  of  the  country  which  the  TpdJMrt  now 
possess  within  the  limits  of  the  several  States; 
and  into  the  advantages  which  they  eqjoy  in 
their  present  homes.  The  Indian  lands  Ijivg 
within  our  borders  ia  that  portion  of  their  oi^ 
inal  poseeeeions  which  they  have  never  sold  or 
ti'susferred  to  us,  or  to  any  other  QovemnienL 
We  are  told  by  one  of  our  sovereign  States 
while  urging  upon  us  her  clums  to  the  Indian 
country  wiUiln  her  limits,  that  it  belongs  to 
her,  and  that  she  mnst  and  she  will  have  it ; 
that  we  are  boond,  at  all  hazards,  "  and  with- 
oat regard  to  terms,  to  procure  it,"  (See  Doc 
103,  page  12.)  Sir,  the  same  argument  msj 
be  urged,  or  rather  the  same  language  may  be 
used  by  all  the  other  States,  within  the  Ihniti 
of  which  there  is  any  Indian  territory.  It  wu 
by  virtue  of  the  same  sovereign  right,  that  the 
Pope,  in  the  name  of  St.  Fetier,  gave  to  Spain 
all  the  oountries  whidi  Oolnmbos  discovered. 
It  is  the  right  which  power  gives,  and  not  Justice. 
Shall  we  be  told  that  Oongreas  is  to  disregard 
the  right  of  the  Indians!  That  the  lands  ui 
which  they  now  reside  sb&ll  be  taken  from 
them  "  withont  regard  to  terms  t"  That  it  ia 
the  interest — the  determination — the  eettied 
policy  of  the  United  States,  "  at  all  hazards," 
to  drive  them  from  their  country  and  homes! 
I  hope  not,  sir ;  for  the  honor  of  ray  country,  I 
hope  not.  I  may  Ik  told  that  I  am  unacqnajut- 
ed  with  the  true  interest  of  the  Indians,  and 
that  they  are  in  the  most  wretched  and  miser- 
able situation  where  they  now  reside.  I  will, 
Ur.  .Ohairraan,  refer  you  to  the  informatjon 
given  to  ns  by  the  Indun  Department  and  \ij 
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itmtad,  md  if  nntroe^  would  Icmg 
bMD  Mr  dis{«OT«d.  The  wliol«  niunber  of 
tbe  &*»  largeat  OMtiaDB  viUiin  the  limits  of  the 
BtalM,  b  stated  at  more  than  fiftjr-fonr  thon- 
■ud.  Tb•Cteek8,S0,000;theOberakee^ 9,000; 
(awdsm,  81,000;  and  Qie  Oluakssswi,  8,625. 
It  ippeen,  tnm  more  recent  information, 
Alt  tbe  nomW  is  probeblj  much  grester  and 
b  nfudlj  inareaons.  These  Indiana  bdJo;  ail 
Uw  adTiataeee  wUdi  onr  own  dUEeos  in  our 
MT  States  aad  settlements  possees,  except  the 
psHtkial  tights  and  privileges  of  which  we  de- 
prin  Ibem.  If  tbaj  are  degraded  and  wretolt- 
td,  I  beliere  it  is  ooossioiied  by  our  iqjDstice 
Hid  oppresacn.  Let  ns,  by  ezteuding  to  them 
poUtieal  rigbto  and  privilegee,  and  by  the  in- 
flseoee  of  edneatiMi,  remove  the  oanae  of  their 
Bonl  dagradatkm,  and  they  will  eoon  rtaod  on 
■  high  an  elevation  as  that  ooonpied  by  oor- 
«dvH.  To  prove  that  these  Indians  are  not  in 
the  wietched  and  dcnraded  iitaati<«i  which  is 
Atad  bj  mtaj,  I  wiUtnm  the  attention  of  the 
coamiittce  to  the  doenment  wbieh  aooompaoied 
the  Inn  formerly  reported  by  tiie  Oonunittee 
on  Iidiao  Afiain.  fa  this  doooment,  the  Bec- 
ntiry  of  War  informs  ns,  that  schools  have 
been  estsblished,  by  the  aid  of  private  as  well 
H  pablie  donationB,  for  the  ins^ictioik  of  tb^ 
j'Mtbi.  They  hav«  beea  persuaded  to  abandon 
Os  dkase— to  htcate  themeelvea,  and  beccmw 
nltiTitofS  of  the  soiL  Implements  of  hns- 
budiT  snd  domeetio  animals  have  been  pre- 
Mled  to  th«m,  and  all  of  these  things  Have 
btm  inrne,  aooompaoied  villi  professionB  of 
didatcrated  aoUoitnde  for  their  hmiinesa. 
Yidding  to  these  temptations,  some  of  them 
have  ndumed  the  forest,  planted  their  or- 
obsi^  ind  erected  booses,  cot  only  for  their 
abode,  bot  tbr  the  admbSstration  of  Jnstdce, 
nd  fix  rafigtooa  worship.  And  when  they 
bare  k  done^  yoo  send  vonr  agent  to  tell  them 
thsj  mut  nuTMkder  their  country  to  the  white 
uo,  ud  recommit  tli«nselves  to  some  new 
dcRrt,  and  snbetitntet  as  the  meaos  of  their 
whwffenee^  tlie  pieoarions  chase  for  the  oer- 
tiJatr  of  cnltivadtm.  "  I  will  add,"  oontioaes 
Ike  Baeretaiy  of  War,  in  another  part  of  this 
nomnnicatioD,  that  "  the  end  proposed  is  the 
^s^'i'M's  ot  the  Indians ;  the  means  of  its  ao- 
I  ewptlnhment  thetr  pn^essive,  and,  finally, 
ftcir  complete  oivilizatlon.  The  obatades  to 
necMsare  their  ignoraooe,  their  urejadioea,  their 
fpipmnce  to  Ij^r,  their  wanoermg  propenu- 
liai,  sod  the  onoertuntr  of  the  fatnre.  I 
vonld  endeavor  to  overcome 'these  by  eohools, 
bj  s  diitrilHition  of  land  in  individnal  right,  by 
ifcnnaoent  eoi^  establishment,  which  should 
nfiin  the  performance  of  social  duties."  (See 
Ii.  Doci.  of  1826-'6,  Doc  102.)  This,  sir,  is 
a*  Iingnage  of  the  Seoretary  of  War,  (Mr. 
wboor,)  a  language  which  does  equal  honor 
to  tke  head  and  to  the  heart  of  Uiat  distin-. 


Let  me  now,  Mr.  Ohurman,  torn  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  more  directly  to  the  pres- 
ent ntuation  of  the  several  tribes  or  nations  to 
which  I  have  before  rd^sred.  What,  sirjis 
dte  idtnation  of  the  Oherokee  Indians  t  wa 
are  told,  in  the  same  document  to  which  X  last 
referred,  that,  in  tlie  Cherokee  oonntry,  "  horses 
are  plenty,  and  are  naed  for  servile  pnrpoaee. 
NnmerooB  flocks  of  sheep,  goats,  and  swinsy 
cover  the  valleys  and  hills.  On  Tennessee  aiM 
Uatanalla  Rivera,  Cherokee  commerce  fioats. 
The  climate  is  delicious  and  heslthy.  In  the 
plains  and  vsUeys,  the  soil  is  rich,  producing 
Indian  com,  coHon,  tobacco,  wheat,  oats,  in- 
digo, sweet  and  Irish  potatoes.  Apple  and 
pMudt  orchards  are  quite  common.  Butter  and 
cheese  are  now  on  Cherokee  tables.  There  are 
many  pnblic  roads  in  the  nation ;  and  honsea 
of  entertainment  are  kept  by  the  nativea. 
Numerous  and  flourishing  villsgee  are  seen  in 
Bver7  part  of  U»  country.  Indnstry  and  com- 
merciu  enteqirise  are  eitendiug  thpmselvea  in 
every  part  of  the  coontry,  Neariy  all  themer- 
ohants  in  the  oonntiy  are  native  Oherokeea. 
Agrionltnral  pnrsuita  engage  the  chief  atten- 
tion of  the  people.  The  popnlatdon  is  rapidly 
inorearing."  "  The  oensus  taken  this  year, 
(182G,)  shows  that  there  are  18,&ft3  native  (dt- 
iseus ;  U7  white  men  and  78  white  women  are 
married  into  the  nation ;  and  they  have  1,S7T 
African  slaves."  Are  not  tbeae  people,  tii,  in 
the  possession  of  all  we  propose  to  ^ve  them — 
(tf  m  titeir  wannest  Mends  promise  them,  in 
the  new  home  in  which  they  wish  to  plaoe  the 
Indians?  I  ask  gentlemen,  why  we  Aonld  re- 
move them  from  this  situation!  It  is  our  in- 
terest, and  not  theirs,  which  prompts  us  to  this 
measure,  and  wanna  our  unasked  benevoleuoe 
into  action.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  Chick- 
asaw tribe?  I  will  torn  gentlemen  to  the  re- 
port of  the  special  agent  who  has  just  visited 
this  nation.  He  informs  ns,  thst  "  the  popnla- 
tion  of  the  Ohiokasaws  may  be  put  down  at 
four  thousand.  They  have  increased  about 
four  hundred  within  me  last  Sve  or  six  years." 
He  says,  "  I  will  snppoee  the  familiea  to  average 
five  souls,  which  will  give  eight  hundred 
houses.  The  nwnber  of  mills,  it  is  believed, 
does  not  ezoeed  ten.  The  workshops  I  do  not 
think  ezoeed  fifty.  Their  orchards  are  few 
and  limited  in  extent.  Their  fences  may  be 
estimated  to  have  ooat  fifty  thousand  dollan." 
Their  stock  of  all  kinds,  avera^ng  two  horsey 
two  cows,  and  five  hogs  and  a  dozen  ponltry, 
to  each  Eunily,  this  agrait  estimates  at  ei^ty 
foor  thoosand  eight  hundred  dollars,  (see  Doc 
2,  page  ITS.)  It  is  to  remove  these  people, 
who  are  thus  increasing,  in  a  ratio  as  rapid  as 
the  most  floorishing  part  of  the  Unitod  Btates, 
fh>m  the  homes  in  which  they  already  eqjoy 
so  many  comforts  and  advantages,  to  some 
h^py  Ely^an  fields,  that  gentlemen  have  seen 
in  thetr  imaginatjon,  but  which  exist  nowhere 
else,  that  we  are  so  eameatiy  soUdted  to  make 
this  appropriation. 

The  present   sitnation  of  the  Indiana,  m 
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ftod  tba  ordiDar^  comforts  of  domestio  life,  than 
tbftt  of  tlioiuiaadfl  of  our  own  hardj  tmd  inde- 
pendent yeomeii,  who  ore  Uie  pioneers  of  a 
more  dease  popQl&tion.  Among  our  own  cit- 
iseoB  in  the  new  Btatea,  we  will  not  find,  in  a 
popnlatjon  of  four  thousand,  more  than  eight 
imndred  honses,  ten  miUs,  and  fifty  workshops. 
Tet,  sir^  with  all  this  evidence  before  us,  gen- 
tlemen insist  that  the«s  Indiana  are  a  wretched 
and  miserable  p«ople,  who  can  be  preserved  in 
no  other  wa^,  than  bj  removing  them  into  tlie 
vildemeaa,  to  seek  their  mbaiateiioe  by  ^nr- 
■uing  the  game  of  the  forest.  In  mj  opinion, 
sir,  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  nmke  them 
prosperooB  and  happy,  than  to  extend  to  them 
the  rights  of  a  free  people.  Uake  them  a  por- 
tion of  the  great  Amenoan  family. 

Sir,  1  sm  in  favor  of  the  policy  proposed  and 
pnrsQed  bj  the  late  Beoretarv  of  war,  (Mr. 
Oalhonn.)  The  system  which  he  first  propoeed 
to  Congress,  and  to  the  nation,  and  wnioh  had 
long  before  been  sanctioned  by  the  recom- 
mend&tioD  of  several  of  onr  wisest  and  greatest 
stateemen,  was  to  extend  to  them  the  advan- 
tages of  civilization,  not  by  driving  them  from 
tbelr  lands  into  the  wilds  of  the  nntrodden  for- 
est, bat  by  a  system  of  education,  which  wonid 
teaob  the  Indian,  and  particalsrly  bis  children, 
the  pursuits  and  the  habits  of  civilized  man, 
and  ttns  make  bis  present  home  more  valnable 
to  him.  In  ui^ng  this  subject  upon  the  con- 
dderation  of  OongreiS,  Mr.  Oalhonn  says,  "  it 
will  reanire  the  enlightened  oo-operation  of  the 
Qenaral  Qoverament,  and  of  the  Btatea  within 
which  the  Indians  may  reride.  With  zealons 
and  enlishtened  co-operation  it  Is,  however,  be- 
lieved, tBat  all  difflonlties  may  be  surmounted, 
and  this  wretched,  bnt,  in  many  respects,  noble 
T%oe,  be  ultimately  brought  within  the  pale  of 
dvillcation.  Preparatory  to  so  radical  a  change 
in  onr  relations  towards  them,  tlie  system  of 
odaoation  which  has  been  adopted,  ought  to  be 

Eat  into  extensive  and  active  o^ieration.  This 
I  the  foundation  of  all  other  improvements. 
It  oOEht  gradually  to  be  followed  bv  a  plun 
and  nmpte  form  of  Government,  suoh  as  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Cherokees.  A  proper 
oompression  of  thdr  settlements,  and  a  division 
of  uieir  landed  property.  By  introdnoing 
naduallv  and  Judiciously  those  improvements, 
Oiey  wiU  ultimately  attain  Euoh  a  state  of  intel- 
Ugence  industry,  and  civilization,  as  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a  complete  extension  of  onr  laws 
and  authority  over  them."  (Ex.  Docs,  of 
1B31-'B  vol.  4,  Doc.  69.) 

Sir,  Uiis  is  the  language  and  tlie  recom- 
mendations of  the  statefinum  who  lately  pre- 
sided over  the  War  Departanent  with  so  much 
distinction.  He  did  not  dream  of  proposing  the 
scheme  which  is  now  urged  with  so  much  zeal. 
He  wished  to  provoke  no  ansry  collisions  in 
tills  work  of  Iinmanit^,  of  Justice.  Let  us 
banish  from  our  oonnoils  the  narrow  feelings 


of  self-interest,  and  give  to  the  Indians  a  ricbt 
to  the  soil  wmch  they  possess — or,  ratb«r,  M 
us  have  the  magnanimity  to  acknowled^  that 
they  have  now  that  right.  Let  the  Indians  bs 
the  owners  of  the  stnl  in  fee— let  the  right  of 
individual  property  be  estanded  to  them— let 
the  strong  passion  awakened  in  the  human  bo- 
som by  self-interest,  be  called  into  actiim,  and 
they  will  no  longer  be  a  degraded  pecqik 
They  will  stand  upon  the  proud  eminence  of 
Americans.  They  will  feel  no  shame  on  uoosat 
of  their  orig^  So,  sir,  it  will  be  to  then  t 
source  of  oonsciouH  pride.  I  might  sappoit 
these  views  by  the  opinions  of  many  gentle- 
men weH  aoqnflinted  witii  the  snljject  I  will 
refer  to  one.  Mr.  Uerriwether,  of  Oeoma, 
formerly  a  member  of  lliis  House,  ranarked  to 
me,  that  "  the  only  way  to  elevate  the  Indien, 
is  to  ^ve  him  property."  He  s^d,  "  give  an 
Indian  a  slave,  and  ne  at  once  becomes  a  man." 
I  say  give  him  property  maoh  more  vslnsblfr- 
give  him  the  rignts  of  a  freeholder  and  a 
citiien. 

But,  rir,  we  axe  told  that  the  Indians  are 
oppressed  by  the  eneroachments  of  the  wlute 
population  which  anrronnds  them ;  that  tb^ 
are  trampled  on  and  oppressed  by  onr  own  dti- 
lens.  This,  sir,  is  a  poor  encomium  on  oor 
people — a  wretched  compliment  to  the  naticn. 
While  we  are  talking  about  onr  Justice,  am 
generosity — our  feelings  of  humanity  for  the 
Indians — in  the  same  breatii  we  say,  that  onr 
citizens — that  the  American  people — with  mtli- 
less  violence  and  ii^ustice,  are  trampling  Q» 
weak  remnant  of  these  once  poweriVu  natiisu 
into  dust  If  we  cannot  protect  them  within 
the  Umits  of  onr  Btate  Oovemmente,  in  si^ 
of  our  courts  of  justice,  and  within  reach  of 
the  arm  of  the  laws,  we  cannot  protect  them 
when  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  onr  Iswa 
and  out  of  the  limits  of  any  organized  dvil 
government.  Bir,  this  system,  spun  out  of 
wild  theories,  is  all  a  dcetun- it  is  an  Dtopita 
scheme.  If  yon  cannot  here  stay  the  opprcst- 
ing  band  of  avarice,  where  will  you  rwnova 
them  to  be  beyond  its  grasp?  Where  yon  pro- 
pose to  plant  them,  will  not  onr  stJldiers  bt 
placed  over  them  I  WiU  not  onr  people  s«uv 
ronnd  them  there  t  Those  who  now  pref 
upon  them  as  vultures,  will  follow  them  to 
their  new  abode.  There  is  no  place  fit  for  the 
reridence  of  any  civilized  people,  east  of  the 
Kooky  Mountains,  which  has  not  been  visited 
by  American  citiiens.  A  few  years  ago,  had 
the  proposition  been  made  to  plant  the  Indiaa 
tribes  in  a  remote  colony,  the  spot  moet  likely 
to  have  been  selected  would  have  been  north; 
west  of  the  Ohio  River,  or,  perhaps,  jost  WMt 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  1  ask  gentlemm 
to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  this  measnra. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  scheme  by  which  the 
extension  of  onr  settlements  and  States  is  to 
be  limited  and  restruned,  unless  yon  leave  the 
Indians  exposed  to. all  the  uncertainty,  to  all 
the  evils,  ttf  which  you  now  complain.  Their 
ntnatioa  will  be  worse  than  it  now  ia.    Id  pro- 
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portion  to  the  diatanca  to  whioh  7011  remove 
jour  Tarritorul  Government  from  the  seat  of 
the  Oenersl  Goremment  &nd  from  its  soperriB- 
mg  eue,  70a  neoeasuilf  increase  the  abaaea  to 
vUah  it  will  be  liable.  Ton  may  bide  the 
i^prearioD  of  theae  people  from  the  nation  bj 
A^  measQre,  bat  70a  will  not  therebj  relieve 
the  poor  Indians  from  its  weight  and  eonae- 

It  ia  Mid,  dr,  that  the  Indiana,  while  in  onr 
rieiiiit;  lesm  onlj  our  Tiees,  and  that  ihej 
(smot  be  oivilised  here.  I  ask  gentlemeQ 
tbat  tbaj  will  gain  hj  removing  then^  when 
the  evil  ia  not  in  the  Territory  which  they 
Inhabit — not  in  llieir  local  Bitnatlon — but  in  the 
rdatim  in  which  they  itand  to  ns  t  Their  oon- 
ditioD  cannot  be  improred  bj  the  establiahment 
rf  a  military  devpotiani  over  them.  If  man 
tan  riae  to  a  high  state  of  improvement  nnder 
thtee  dronmstanceo,  where  be  is  taken  from 
balf-CTltivated  fields  and  placed  in  a  wilder- 
Mas,  and  where  he  had  become  partially  civil- 
iMd,  I  eonfeaa,  rir,  that  I  do  not  understand 
Qw  hnman  character.  Instead  of  rising  in 
rivOixatian,  he  will  sink  beneath  the  deepotiam 
vbich  makes  him  little  less  than  yonr  slave,  or 
he  will  retom  again  to  the  ^ase,  and  take 
nhge  from  yonr  power  and  oppression  in  the 
more  remote  depths  of  the  forest.  I  do  not 
wiA,  sir,  to  preserve  the  Indians  in  distinct 
tribes,  or  as  a  separate  people.  I  wonld  as  soon 
pn^ioee  to  plant  in  onr  conntry  a  colony  from 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  to  provide  that 
they  sbonld  always  continne  to  wear  the  Tar- 
tan plaid,  and  to  speak  the  Highland  dialect, 
SI  to  preserve  the  Lidiana  among  ns  a  distinct 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  wish  to  tnm  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  expense  which  will 
attend  this  raeaanre.  If  adopted,  whether  sno- 
eeasfol  or  not,  the  expense  most  be  incnrred. 
This  eiperiment  is  to  be  made  at  the  hazard  of 
hnman  life.  The  happiness,  nay,  sir,  the  eiist- 
taee  of  one  hundred  thousand  people,  depends 
vpon  the  doubtful  success  of  this  ontriea  pro- 
ject. Bui,  if  all  the  orKHments  and  reasons 
oj^ioeed  to  the  scheme  ana  its  practicability  can 


the  subject  In  relation 

npoD  the  Treasury,  and  our  disposition 
t  these  demanda    I  will  not  trcst  to  my 


by  the  frieods  and  advocates  of  this  scheme, 
iod  win  theai  ask  gentlemen  whether  they  are 
pre^Mred  to  go  forward.  I  will  not  take  into 
eowideradon  the  ezpenditnre  neoessiry  to 
pntehase  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  which 
they  still  hold  in  Georgia.  This  matter  has 
btN  pressed  npon  the  eommittee,  but  I  will' 
lot  stop  to  exsmtne  it  I  am  ready  and  willing 
to  fntSl  all  onr  obUgatJons  t^i  Georgia,  so  fu  as 
ve  eaa  do  so  Id  Jostioe  to  others,  and  wlthont 
fte  vfarfation  of  other  rights.  It,  sir,  I  agree 
mth  107  nughbor  to  convey  to  him  a  desr 
ttle^  in  fee,  for  your  farm,  and  yon  abonld 


obstinately  refuse  to  sell  your  Isnd  to  me,  what 
am  I  to  dol  Have  I  a  right  to  turn  you  off 
your  land,  and  out  of  your  honse,  and  to  aeise 
upon  jonr  proper^!  No,  air;  I  bec<»ne 
responsible  to  my  neiriibor  for  the  damage  he 
may  have  ^nstdned.  I  will  forfeit  the  penaltr 
of  my  obligation ;  but  your  title  remains  good. 
I  am  ready  to  pay  Geor^  the  penalty  of  our 
oblintltm,  if  we  have  violated  it.  But  I  will 
not  do  flagrant  injustice  to  the  In^ans,  even  to 
gratify  a  eovereigD  State. 

The  estimate  now  presented  to  us  of  the  ex- 
pense  of  removing  uie  Ohiclcasaw  nation  of 
4,000  persons,  amounts  to  nearly  half  a  million. 
Ilils  embrsoea  the  anm  proposed  to  be  paid  for 
their  honsea,  farms,  shops,  horses^  and  o^^ 

s,  and  property,  of  the 


wiU  r«]nire  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars 
for  this  part  of  the  expense.  The  estimate 
made  for  the  substetenoe  of  the  emigrating 
Creeks,  is  twenty'  cents  per  day,  or  (78  per 
annum  for  each  individual.  The  amoont  of 
this  item  of  the  expense  wonld  be  about  fonr 
millions  of  dollars.  Thus  we  have  the  sum  of 
more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  as  a  00m- 
meneement;  without  Including  "contingra- 
oies;"  and  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
the  Government  to  be  created  in  tnis  new 
territory ;  and  the  army  to  be  mstuned  for 
its  defuioe ; — withont  adding  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  the  establishment  of  schools  and  other 
means  of  education.  This  is  not  my  calcula- 
tion. It  is  f^u-nished  to  us  by  the  Indian 
Bureau ;  by  the  friends  of  this  sdieme — as  the 
foundation  or  data  upon  which  we  are  to  make 
this  appropriation.  I  refer  sentlemen  who 
wish  to  examine  this  snbject  ia  detail,  to  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  sent  to  treat  with 
the  ChiokasawB  and  Choctaws  in  1826,  printed 
by  the  Senate,  pages  IS  and  14;  and  to  the 
document  accompanying  the  Pretident's  mee- 


«. 


sage,  page  170 ;  also,  to  docnment  44,  page 
I  ask  in  behalf  of  the  Indians  only  for 
pittance  of  these  enormons  sums,  to  be  ex- 

nded  In  establishing  sohoola  among  the 
ians,  in  teaching  them  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture and  the  mechanical  arts,  and  in  es- 
tabliahins  proper  refutations  for  their  govern- 
ment, ana  for  the  distribution  and  security  of 
their  property.  Sir,  ia  the  language  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  War,  let  "the  i^stem  whioh 
has  been  ado[Aed,  be  put  into  extensive  and 
active  operation,"  and  the  result  will  be  in- 
finitely more  honorable  to  ns;  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  Indians  will  be  more 
effectually  promoted  and  secured,  than  by  any 
new  Invention  for  their  benefit 

Before  we  carry  the  eighty  thousand  Indiana, 
now  on  this  ride  of  the  Htorisnppl,  over  that 
river,  I  conjure  genUemen  to  look  at  the  aitna- 
tion  of  the  two  hundred  thoosand  whtob  are 
already  there.  I  ask  the  fiiends  of  this  measure 
to  prove  the  oorreotneas  of  their  thecor,  by 
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organiring  these  tribes  ander  their  new  system 
of  QoTemment,  b;  teaohine  them  to  respect 
jouT  laws,  and  by  levniag  tiiem  to  pimae  the 
ooonpations,  and  adopt  the  laws  and  habits  of 
oiTiliced  mtm.  hot  gentlemen  do  this,  and 
come  witii  the  evidence  of  their  buccosh,  and  I 
will  then  beUeve  iu  their  theory ;  I  will  then 
vote  for  this  measure.  Bnt,  air,  while  I  know 
and  have  the  evidence  before  me,  to  prove  that 
Uie  most  powecfnl  of  the  Indian  nations,  now 
west  of  tne  Mississippi,  living  upon  the  very 
territory  to  which  these  are  t«  be  removed,  ore 
still  more  miserable  and  destitata  than  the  most 
d^nded  of  those  for  whose  bene&t  gentlemen 
are  nrging  us  to  adopt  this  meAsore,  I  will  not 
consent  to  drive  the  eighty  thousand  now 
Huong  OS,  erjoyiog  the  comforts  of  their  homes 
and  native  land,  into  the  oonntrj,  where  they 
oan  meet  nothing  hut  death,  either  by  thehand 
of  their  eaemiea  or  by  the  lingering  eufferings 
of  famine.    Onr  ntmost  efforts  could  not  pre- 


neoa.    The  Indians  already  in  that  region 
ei^oying  the  frnits  of  onr  benevolence  and 
hnmanity,  by  an  aooQmnlsUoD  of  misery  and 
floffniug  beyond  a  parallel,    Bir,  I  draw  no 
imagiii»ry   picture.     1  cannot  portray,  in  Jan- 

Sage  SQfficienttj  strong,  the  wretoheoness  of 
we  people,  now  west  of  the  MisaisBippi, 
where  we  promise  th^  bretliren  "a  last 
borne,"  where  tbej  may  flonrish  in  peace  and 
happiness!  I  will  read  to  the  committee  on 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Qov.  Clark,  8nper- 
intendent  of  the  Indians  west  of  the  Uis^s- 


Dnring  several 
,  ire  distressed  by  famine. 
of  which  many  die  for  want  of  food,  and 
dnring  which  the  living  cMld  is  often  bnried 
witL  the  dead  mother,  because  none  can  spare 
it  as  mnch  food  as  wonld  snstain  it  thron^h  its 
helplees  infancy.  This  description  apphes  to 
Qie  Siooz,  Oaa^ea,  and  many  others;  bat  I 
mention  these,  becanse  they  are  powerfol  tribes, 
and  live  near  onr  borders ;  and  my  official 
Btation  enables  me  to  know  the  eiact  tmth. 
It  is  in  rain  to  talk  to  people  in  this  situation 
abont  learning  and  religion.  They  want  a 
regnlar  supply  of  food;  and  until  this  is 
obtained,  the  operations  of  the  mind  must  take 
the  instinct  of  mere  Miimn-ln.  and  be  confined 
to  warding  off  bnnger  and  cold." 

Ur.  UoLxur,  of  Ohio,  ObainnaD  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  sud,  that  it  was  with 
great  relnotance,  and  imaffected  embarrass- 
meat,  that  he  rose  at  that  late  honr  of  the  day, 
after  the  atrMdy  protracted  discaesion,  to  which 
the  BaWect  had  unexpectedly  ^ven  rise,  to 
throw  nimself  upon  the  indnlgence  of  the 
committee,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  every 
member  was  more  anzioos  the  qneetion  should 
be  taken,  than  to  bear  further  debate.  I,  how- 
ever, feel  myself  called  upon,  naid  Mr.  MoL., 
by  Qia  pecolinr  ritoation  m  which  I  stand  in 
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relation  to  this  measure,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  who  have  recom- 
mended its  adoption,  to  BUbmit  a  few  remarks, 
and  as  far  as  in  jay  power,  to  answer  some  <n 
the  arguments  and  allegations  which  have  fallen 
from  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Woods,)  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat.  Oieat  complaint  has  been 
made  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
subject  is  presented  for  diecassion,  and  impnta- 
tions  have  been  thrown  out  agaitut  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  AlFaira,  for  having  (as  gentle- 
men soppose)  been  instrnmental  in  coUing  forth 
this  debate  in  an  incidental  way,  npon  an  ordi- 
nary appropriation  bill.  &ir,  if  this  be  objeo- 
tionable,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  are 
not  reeponsible  for  iL  The  Department  of  War 
transmitted  to  the  House  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  which  would  be  required  during  the 
present  year  for  Indian  purposes ;  those  esti- 


lates,  and  the  documents  accompanying  them, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  whose  peculiar  province  it  is,  under  the 
rules  of  the  House,  to  report  all  bills  of  ordinary 
appropriation,  and  that  committee  reported  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  leaving  out,  how- 
ever, certain  items  contained  in  it,  and  called  for 
by  the  estimates,  which  thev  very  correctly 
thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
Indian  Affairs,  who  were  instmoted  by  a  reeo- 
lution  of  the  House  to  make  a  special  report 
thereon.  Those  items  are  in  part  contamed 
in  the  general  estimates  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  which  are  particnlarly  specified 
in  the  document  marked  "  submitted,"  amount- 
ing to  26,124  dollars.  The  Department  of  War 
also  asked  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  eipenses  of  the 
emigrating  Creek  Indiana,  and  the  fhrther  sum 
of  filty  thousand  dollars  to  ^d  other  emigrating 
Indians.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Affure, 
after  a  frill  inveatigatioD  of  the  sui^ect,  wer« 
unanimously  of  <q)inion,  that  all  the  appro- 
priatioua  aaked  tot  in  the  estimates  ought 
to  be  made,  except  the  item  for  the  emi- 
grating Creek  Indiana ;  and  believing,  that 
with  proper  economy,  half  the  amount  adced 
for  that  object  might  be  made  to  answer  tb« 
end  propoaed,  they,  accordingly,  in  obedienee 
to  the  order  of  the  House,  made  a  special 
report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committea 
on  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  doing  this,  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  terminated. 
I  hod  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  th« 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  move  to 
attach  those  items  tothe  ordinary  appropriation 
bill ;  consequently,  tb«  present  debate  baa  rieen 
most  imexpectedly  (o  me,  and  I  kd  as  much 
taken  by  surprise,  as  any  other  member  can  be. 
I,  however,  can  see  no  objection  to  the  courae 
pursued.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, but  it  might  as  well  be  aet«d  npon 
and  determined  now  as  at  any  other  time. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  now  reqnired 
to  aid  the  Creeka  in  their  removal  west  of  tho 
Missisuppi,  no  objectiouB  can  be  made.  It  is 
bnt  the  folfilment  of  a  Mlemn  obligation  en- 
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tmd  into  with  them,  on  the  part  of  tbi«  Got- 
enunant,  bj  treaty  stipaUtionB.  A  part  of 
that  nation  of  tnriiana  haTe  alreadr  gone,  and 
Mraral  hundred  of  them  are  now  on  their  wsj 
to  tbeii  place  of  destination,  and  the  Caited 
BttfM  hare  axpreeslf  agreed  to  defray  all  their 
•xpenaea  tn  their  en^atioi),  and  to  make  pro- 
viauHi  for  them  at  leaat  twelre  months  after 
their  arrival  at  their  new  homes,  and  also  to 
fDmiab  them  with  snob  domestio  aounab  and 
implements  of  husbandry,  as  the  President,  in 
hja  ducretioii,  msj  think  proper. 

I  will  now  sobmit  a  few  remartce  in  relation 
to  the  expediency  and  neoessity  of  the  proposed 
Mpwyrialaon,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposilMD  of 
the  BxMnttiTe,  (br  the  pnrpose  of  enatilinc  him 
to  eztingnish  the  title  of  the  Oherokea  Indians, 
to  any  tends  witldn  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  wheneTeritcan  t«donenpon  "  reasoa- 
abla  and  peaoeable  terms,"  and  to  aid  the  said 
Chemkeea  and  sndi  other  Indians  as  m  ay  be  dia- 
posed  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Uiasissippi.  The 
OoDunittee  on  Indian  Afiwrs,  on  sdvertiiig  to  the 
compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Oeoi^ia,  and  having  been  instracted, 
by  a  resolntion  of  this  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  sabject,  and  to  make  report  thereon,  could 
not  hemtats  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  por- 
foed ;  they  believed  tnat,  in  good  futh  to  the 
dtjiens  of  Georgia,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Got- 
anunent  always  to  hold  itself  id  readiness  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  compact, 
which  expressly  reqnires  that  the  Indian  title 
dksll  be  extinguished  whenever  it  can  be  done 
apoa  "reasonable  and  peaoeable  terms."  The 
eooimittee  also  believed  that  the  request  of  the 
War  Department  to  have  ftinda  placed  at  tiieir 
^^oBtion  to  aid  sach  other  Indians  ss  might  be 
dismaed  to  emigrate,  was  reasonable  and  ez- 
psoiBDt ;  and,  for  myseU^  I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  depriving  the  Indians  of  their  present  homes, 
onleas  proTiwHi  shall  be  made  for  them  elee- 


in:  The  subject  of  the  oolonisa- 

tun  of  the  Inffiana  beyond  tbe  limits  of  onr 
8lat£a  and  Terribiries,  west  of  the  tfisrisappi, 
has  loog  since  been  presented  for  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  Americut  people,  snd,  however 
visionary  the  scheme  may  appear  to  some  gen- 
demeo,  of  one  thing  I  am  tborongbly  con- 
nneed,  tbat  it  had  its  origin  in  the  best  feelings 
tt  tbe  hmnan  heart  It  was  first,  in  an  otBcial 
way,  presented  for  the  oonrideration  of  Oon- 
neaa,  by  Ifr.  Uonroe,  late  President  of  tbe 
Dnited  StAtes ;  it  was  approved,  and  strongly 
preaed  npon  their  attention,  by  Ur.  Oolhoon, 
than  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  same  policy 
tfftan  to  have  met  tie  ^probation  of  the 
^•Bent  Administration.  Governor  Barlxmr, 
^nowSecretary  of  War,  fiinushedthisEonee, 
throu^  tbe  Oommittee  on  Indian  Afisirs,  tliree 
years  ago^  with  a  bill  prescribing  a  form  of 
goverment  for  this  Indian  colony,  accompanied 
ij  a  detached  report,  which  I  wtl]  say,  as  others 
here  s^d,  did  honor  to  his  bead  and  hearL  I 
imnfM.  ai,  tot  my>eU|  that  I  have  neve^  '» 


.  conolu^n.  The  qnestion  is  aAed, 
why  have  not  tbe  Oommittee  on  Indian  A^Ura 
reported  to  this  House  the  bill  to  which  I  have 
joat  allnded,  providing  a  form  of  government 
for  the  Indians  I  I  answer,  for  myself  that 
although  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  it  to 
be  tbe  hast  policy  that  eaa  be  pursued,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  unfortunate  race  of  people,  vet  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  it  shsU  be  adopteo.  I 
want  further  information ;  I  wish  to  know  some- 
thing more  in  relation  to  the  country  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  eetlle  them.  I  wish  the  In- 
^ans,  themselves,  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  soil,  the  dimate,  ana  every  uiing 
connected  with  it,  and  to  be  fully  satisfied,  bsfore 
I  would  ask  them  to  abuidon  th^  present 
habitations.  The  attention  of  the  Oommittee 
on  Indian  Affurs  was  particularly  directed  to 
this  subject,  not  only  by  the  correspondence  oif 
the  special  agent,  to  whom  allusion  has  been 
made,  but  by  various  resolntions  of  this  House, 
at  an  early  day  of  the  present  season,  instruct- 
ing them  to  make  report  thereon.  The  com- 
mittee, after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  made 
their  report  in  favor  of  the  eipediencv  of 
muhing  an  impropriation  to  afford  the  Indians 
an  opportnmty  of  e^loring  the  oountry,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  offer  them,  in  exchange  for 
their  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  States  and 
Territories;  and,  as  the  Ohiokaaaw  nation,  in 
particular,  had  made  or  aoceded  to  propositions 
of  this  nstnre,  the  committee  reported  a  hill, 
making  «n  appropriation,  for  the  amount  estl* 
mated  by  the  Department  as  sufficient  to  enable 
them,  and  also  snoh  other  tribes  as  might  be 
disposed  to  explore  the  country,  to  do  bo,  and 
antboriEing  the  President  to  appoint,  and  send 
with  them,  gnitable  persons,  who  could,  on  their 
return,  fnmish  such  information  ss  would  en- 
able OongWBS  to  legislate  understsndingly  upon 
the  sulject.  That  bill,  accompanied  by  a  de- 
tailed report,  showing  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  fully  exphuning  tiie  object  contem* 
plated,  was  printed  and  lud  upon  the  table  of 
every  member,  and  need  not,  by  me,  be  now 
repeated. 

Mr.  Chairman :  as  I  before  said,  if.  on  a  full 
examination  of  the  counto'  west  of  the  ICsras- 
sippi,  beyond  the  limits  of  onr  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, it  should  be  found  well  adapted  to  the 
Indians,  snd  the  Gtovemment  can  obtfun  a  title 
to  it ;  and  if  the  Indians  should  freely  and 
voluntarily  choose  to  go:  I  say  give  it  to 
them,  in  exchange  for  th«rs:  and  let  them 
understand  it  is  to  be  their  permanent  home ; 
that  it  is  theirs  forever:  afford  them  the 
means  of  removing  to  it;  aid  them  in  every 
shape  and  form :  funish  them  with  the  necee- 
Bsry  Implements  of  husbandry :  teaoh  them,  as 
far  aa  possible,  the  arts  and  sciences ;  establish 
schools  among  them :  give  them  a  form  of 
Government,  suited  to  their  condition:  dis- 
tribute their  Unda  among  them  individually,  bj 
metea  ukd  bonnda:  in  uitni,  endaavor  to  tn- 
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nire  them  with  a  deairo  for  dTilization :  hot 
1^  on  Om  contnuy,  tha  ooontrj  shonld  be  found 
nnsnited  to  th«n ;  or,  if  tfaej  ahonld  be  diria- 
dined  to  change  thrir  nddenoe;  tli«ii  I  woold 
•07  renew  toot  exertiooB  in  their  behalf;  when 
thej  now  are.  Sir,  it  haa,  howcTer,  been  eaid, 
that  manj  of  the  Indiana  are  now  in  a  floorish- 
ing  condition;  tliat  thej  have  their  mills,  thur 
eomfortable  dwellings,  and  ■miling  flelda ;  tUa 
may  be  true,  in  referenoe  to  a  few  indiTidoala 
of  a  solitary  tribe :  bnt  wo  all  know,  that  more 
than  nine-tenths  of  them  are,  evcm  at  this  hour, 
in  a  most  wretched  and  pitiable  condition.  If 
I  am  not  a  stranger  to  the  feelings  of  mj  own 
heart,  I  wonld  do  nothing  in  reference  to  this 
people,  that  shall  not,  in  my  best  jndgment,  be 
calcolaCed  to  promote  their  present  and  eternal 
bitcrest; — «ad  those  gentlemen  who  differ  from 
me  in  opinion,  will,  I  trost,  at  least  do  me  the 
Jnstice  to  believe,  that,  if  I  am  in  error,  it  is 
an  error  of  the  head,  and  not  of  the  heart.  In 
sH  my  acta  of  It^islaCion,  I  will  endeavor  to  keep 
an  eye  single  to  their  welfare. 

The  Tast  expense  which  wonld  aocme  to  the 
United  States  by  the  removal  and  ooloniution 
of  the  Indicia,  has  been  nrged  as  an  argument 
agunst  the  policy ;  but  I  believe  it  woold  be 
no  difScolt  task  to  prove,  did  time  permit,  that 
it  woold  be  to  the  pecnniarr  interest  of  the 
Government.  I  will  not,  however,  on  this 
occaaion,  weary  the  patience  of  the  committee 
by  entering  npon  this  topic.  I  most  be  per- 
mitted, before  I  sit  down,  to  aay,  that,  how- 
ever viEdonary  the  scheme  may  by  some  he 
considered,  it  has  for  its  advocates  all  the 
■nperintendents,  agents,  misaionariea,  and 
teachers  of  schools,  among  them,  in  every  see- 
tion  of  the  conntry,  almost  witiiont  an  excep- 
tion ;  and  I  confess  this  cironmst&iioe  has  had 
r,t  inflaence  opon  my  mind ;  we  know  that, 
giving  th«r  opinions  in  favor  of  the 
meaaore,  they  are  aotnated  by  tbf  most  pa- 
triotio  motives  ;  for  it  is  directly  opposed  to 
their  pecuniary  interest. 

I  have  letters  and  other  evidence  in  my  pos- 
session, from  the  moat  intelligent  superintend- 
ents, agents,  and  missionaiies,  all  urging  and 
pressing  this  anbieot  in  the  strongest  possible 
ungnage,  and  all  ^ving  it  as  their  decided 
opinion,  that  there  la  no  other  salvation  for  the 
Indiana.    One  word  more  in  relation  to  the 


deemed  proper  to  plaoe  the  means  at  the  dispo-- 
sition  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to 
eztin^ish  the  tiUe  of  the  Gherokeee  to  their 
land  m  the  Btate  of  Qeorgia,  then  it  will  be 
oertunly  necessary  to  furnish  them  With 
another  home,  and  to  aid  them  in  going  to 
it.  Other  Indians,  as  I  have  ^ready  shown, 
have  been  long  since  induced  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  remove  weet  of  the  Uiasissippi,  some 
of  whom  are  now  on  their  way,  in  the  most  de- 
plorable condition,  unable  to  reach  their  places 
of  destination  without  assistance ;  and  t  now 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter,  just  received  from 


Govenor  Olark,  of  UisaoDri,  repreeentinK  the 
suffering  condition  of  some  of  those  Indiana, 
and  making  an  qipeal  to  Congress  to  ud  them, 
which  be  who  eon  resist,  most  possess  a  beul 
more  hard  than  mine.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  it,  and  then  leave  the  committee  to  de- 
termine the  suljject,  feeling  a  consoiousness  of 
having,  as  &r  as  in  my  power,  discharged  what 
I  oonudered  an  indispensable  dnty. 

WiDSiHiAT,  February  20. 
/mprMement  o/  tJte  Rm»  WtAaiik. 

On  motion  of  l£r.  Bi^KX,  it  was 

Rttolitfd,  That  (he  CommiUee  on  Bowlt  and  Ca- 
nals be  instnicted  to  inqoire  into  the  eipcdieocy  of 
making  ui  appropriation  to  deepen  and  improve  the 
chutnel'Of  the  river  Wabaah,  at  the  Grand  Ba[nds 
twiow  Vincennea. 

In  offering  this  resolntion,  Mr.  Blux  said 
that  he  deemed  it  proper,  before  the  qnestion 
was  token,  to  trespass  on  the  House  for  a  mo- 
ment, by  snbmitting  some  remarks  in  relation 
to  it.  I  am  indnced  to  do  this,  he  stdd,  not  for 
the  pnrpose  of  promoting  the  passage  of  the 
resolntion  and  toe  reference  of  the  suljeet  to 
the  committee,  for,  in  this  particolar,  I  trost  to 
the  conrteey  and  practice  of  the  House;  but 
to  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  that  committee^ 
if  any  of  its  members  should  be  within  the  heor- 
ing  of  my  voice,  that  I  am  altogether  serious 
in  the  application  I  have  made,  and  that  the 
subject  is  well  entitied  to  a  portion  of  their 
time  and  conuderation.  Bir,  the  Grand  Bapida 
of  the  Wabash  are  about  twenty  miles  below 
Vincennes,  and  about  a  hundred  from  the  mouth 
of  the  nver ;  and  at  this  pointy  the  river  is  the 
boundary  between  the  two  Governments  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois.  Below  the  rtqiids,  the 
navigation  is  generally  good,  and  above  them, 
it  is  eqoallv  good  for  the  distance  of  neoriy 
three  hundred  miles.  The  contignoos  soil 
throngh  this  whole  extent  of  navigation,  with 
hot  little  exception,  belongs  mutually  to  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  citizen,  and  in 
fertility  and  productiveness,  is  probably  not 
exceeded  by  any  on  the  globe.  Vow,  sir,  it 
not  nnfrequently  happens  ^t  steamboats  and 
craft  destmed  for  Vincennes  oud  other  place* 
of  importance,  ascend  the  river  as  far  as  this 
point,  and  cannot  proceed  farther ;  and  what  ia 
worse,  infinitely  worse,  the  freighted  boat  of 
the  enterprising  dtizen  is  often  stopped  on  its 
way  to  a  Southern  market ;  and  he  is  compelled 
to  remain  there  pining  away  under  the  expeo- 
totion  of  o  rise  of  woter,  not  only  losing  the 
benefit  of  a  prompt  arrival  at  his  place  of  dea- 
Ijnation,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  bis  cano  of 
com  and  pork  is  spoiling,  and  his  all  rqiid^  dia- 
appearing. 

These  obstructions,  as  it  is  said  by  genUemen 
who  have  been  employed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining,  can  be  earaly  removed,  eo 
as  to  create  a  good  and  sufficient  channel,  by  a 
comparatively  trifling  expense.  They  are  oc- 
casioned by  rocks  of  a  soil,  shelly  anbstanea. 
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eztakding  aeroaa,  uid,  fbr  a  short  diatuioe, 
along  the  riTer,  nnd  the  Bum  of  three  or  foar 
tboosand  dollar^  Jadioioasl^  expended,  It  is 
beUeved,  ironld  enable  ns  to  effeot  the  Tery 
deniable  object.  And,  ur,  permit  me  to  aak, 
whj  dionld  the  treaanre  of  the  nation  be  ex- 
pended in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and 
the  MJaaiaBippi,  when  their  important  tributaries 
are  ne^ecteo,  and  permitted  to  remain  in  their 
nataral  oonditionl  Our  western  waters,  in 
tiwir  impetaooB  career  to  »a]nt«  the  king  of 
Ht^«,  dionld  be  made  to  take  with  them  the 
rich  preaenta  of  the  prodncte  of  the  interior. 

ffir,  if  tJiere  is  any  portion  of  the  West  en- 
titled to  the  eniecisl  attention  and  gnardianahip 
of  Congress,  uie  partiealar  district  of  conntij 
I  now  speak  o^  may  aafely  present  its  daims 
in  eompariaon.  From  the  time  that  the  gallant 
General  Clark  first  came  to  tlieir  saooor,  and 
planted  hie  standard  npon  the  battlamttita  of 
Vincennes ;  &om  that  time  down  to  the  present, 
its  atizena,  and  tbe  highly  respectable  and 
hardy  yeomanry  in  the  neighborhood,  hare 
•osbUned  one  muform  character  for  fidelity  and 
aeal,  and  a  aenutiTe  regard  for  the  honor  of  the 
nation.  They  hare  stood  the  brant  of  wars, 
both  against  a  oiTilized  and  a  sange  foe.  Their 
ancient  town  haa  been  for  many  years  the  ral- 
lying point  of  emlKTantB  to  the  West :  and  it 
may  justly  be  considered  as  the  maternal  source 
fr<ni  which  has  spread  a  popnlation  which  now 
eorera  the  re^on  of  the  Wabash.  But,  sir,  I 
bdicTB  I  am  mdebt^  to  the  Indnlgenoe  of  the 
Chair,  that  I  am,  in  some  degree,  trespasnng 
in  yonr  roles,  by  detuning  l£e  Hoase  on  a 
mere  question  of  reference.  It  is  a  subject 
about  which  I  entertun  fixed  and  lively  feel- 
inpi,  and  abont  which  I  have  before  exerted 
nqririf^  in  my  hnmble  war,  when  acting  on 
mtmbet  theatre  of  public  life. 


(ion  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  fcdlowing  amendment,  yesterday  moved 
hy  Ht.  VnrroK,  being  onder  oonsideratioa : 

"Fronded,  That  no  Indian  or  Indiana,  north  of 
Wtnde  SO  degree*  SO  mlnatea,  shall  be  aided  in  re- 
■wria^  aouth  of  tliat  degree  ;  Dor  shall  any  Indian 
<r  Indians,  UviDg  south  of  a^d  degraa  of  latitude, 
be  aided  in  enugntlng  aorth  thereof." 

ICr.  YnrroiT  said.  Qiat,  whui  he  yesterday 
■nlnatted  the  amenoment  now  nnder  oonsiders- 
fion,  he  remarked,  that,  for  some  time  past,  he 
had  observed,  with  some  attention  a^d  mnoh 
mtereat,  the  progress  of  the  proposed  measnre 
of  Indian  emigration,  which  had  been  recently 
Voo^t  before  the  Honae  In  a  great  variety  of 
ferma.  That  he  tbon^t  he  oonld  dieaera, 
gradnaHy  and  sUently  colleotii%  die  elements 


g^nwing  tempest^  the  time  waa  not  far  distant^ 


when  it  wonld  bnrst  npon  as.  To  point  ont 
the  threatened  daneer,  it  will  be  necessary, 
(Mr.  y.  s^)  to  advert  to  the  State  of  things 
in  the  Western  and  Bonthwestern  States  and 
Territories ;  and  to  give  some  ocoonnt  of  what 
haa  been  done  towards  a  removal  of  the  In- 
dians beyond  the  Mississippi. 

It  BO  happens,  add  Mr.  V.,  that  various  tribea 
of  Indians  inhabit  greater  or'  less  portions  of 
these  States ;  which  shat  ont  tbe  white  popo- 
laUon  from  their  Territory,  and  thus  ont  off 
from  improvement  so  much  of  these  States  aa 
the  Indian  oonntry  embraces.  All  the  States 
feel  a  strong  and  very  natural  deure  to  increase 
their  popdlation ;  and  from  this  cause,  more 
than  from  any  other  single  cireomstanoe,  the 
Indians  are  everywhere  r^orded  as  a  bnrthen, 
which  all  are  anxious  to  throw  off  as  soon  oa 
poemble.  And  hence,  the  great  efforts  that  are 
constantly  made,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  poesMa 
ourselves  of  the  remnant  of  their  cotmUy,  and 
posh  them  before  os  into  the  wilderness.  Ex- 
tenrive  re^ns  of  conntry,  in  a  state  of  notttre, 
ore  fltill  to  be  found  beyond  the  inhabited  parte 
of  the  Western  and  Bonthwestern  States  and 
Territories,  to  the  peopling  of  which,  it  is  not 
to  be  disguised,  each  of  these  sections  of  country 
look  forward,  with  deep  interest,  as  the  certdn 
means  of  great  aooession  to  their  positive  pow- 
er at  home,  and  to  tiieir  relative  power  and 
coDseqnence  in  the  TJnloa  Any  legislation 
here,  having  a  tendency  to  defeat  these  certain, 
thongh  somewhat  distant  results,  cannot  but 
excite  the  decided  opposition  of  the  saotion  of 
conntry  so  to  bo  affected. 

In  a  Government  organized  as  ours  is,  sur- 
renders of  this  sort  are  not  to  be  elided;  nor 
can  they  be  token  witbont  iigustioe,  and,  oon- 
sequentiy,  without  danger.  Hence,  it  must 
be  obvious,  that,  if,  In  tiie  prosecution  of  the 
proposed  plan  of  removing  and  colonizing  the 
Indians,  yon  transfer  them  from  one  section, 
therein  relieving  it  from  its  oressnre,  and  put 
them  down  npon  the  other,  mereby  adding  to 
the  pressure  the  latter  already  feels:  or,  if  yon 
transfer  them  from  one  section  to  the  nniuhabit- 
ed  r^ons  adjacent  to  the  other,  and  thus  en- 
large the  souroea  of  the  foture,  but  certain 
power  and  wealth  of  the  former,  at  the  expense 
of  the  latter — discontent  and  angry  eolWon 
must  inevitably  spring  up.  Not  to  expect  this 
result^  is  to  shut  our  eyes  npon  all  history,  and 
upon  the  fixed  law*8  and  motives  of  human  ac- 
tion. To  the  friends  of  this  plan,  it  cannot 
but  be  qiparent,  that  if  these  coliiidons  do 
niring  up,  the  efforts  of  humanity,  in  behalf  ot 
this  nnfortunate  race,  will  be  paralyzed,  and 
perhaps,  pat  down  forever.  The  amendment 
DOW  under  oonsideraticn  is  intended  to  avert 


paiaU^  of  latitude  they  now  live  on.  Such  « 
movement  wonld  lead  the  Indians  in  the  Sontfa- 
weet  Into  the  extensive  unsettled  country  be- 
yond the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  those  of 
the  Northwest  into  the  uninhabited  parte  above 
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and  beyood  the  State  of  Hissonri.  Thej  can- 
not be  rotnOTed  Iq  my  other  direction,  without 
eattjecting  one  section  of  the  country  to  the 
dangers  and  presgare  from  which  another  is 
relieved.  Any  attempt,  for  example,  to  trana- 
for  the  hordes  of  the  Northwest  into  the  Sonth- 
weEt,  or  into  the  ODsettled  coimtry  bordering 
on  the  Sonthwest,  would  be  resisted  by  tJie 
latter,  as  mynHt  and  oppressive,  especially  if  the 
transfer  were  to  be  accompanied  by  the  guaran- 
tees and  solemn  pledges  of  the  Government, 
i which  form  so  prominent  and  important  a 
eatnre  in  this  plan  of  emigration,)  "  that  the 
conntry  to  which  they  went  shonld  never  be 
purchased  of  them,  nor  peopled  by  the  whites." 
A  similar  lodgment  of  we  Indians  of  the 
Southwest  in  the  Northwest,  cannot  foil  to  ez- 
dte  opposition,  sufficiently  powerful,  to  bring 
about  the  final  failure  of  the  whole  plan.  That 
euoh  a  lodgment  of  the  Southwestern  Indians  fa 
in  contemplation,  I  shall  undertake  to  ,show  is 
indicated  by  the  preliminary  steps  that  have 
been  taken,  and  by  the  more  direct  avowal  of 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  since  the  opening  of 
the  present  debate.  And  here,  Hi,  Chairman, 
it  may  be  well  enough  to  go  into  a  short  review 
of  the  progress  and  modifications  of  the  idea  of 
Indian  civilization,  for  some  years  past'  from 
which  it  will  be  more  easy  to  discern  Its  real 
aspect  and  tendency  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1816,  Hr.  Oijawford,  llien  Beore- 
tary  of  War,  made  a  report  to  the  Senat«,  in 
which,  among  other  vatoable  suggeationa,  he 
recommends  the  extension  of  our  laws  over 
the  Aborigines  within  our  limits,  nnder  anoh 
modifications  aa  might  be  adapted  to  their  cir- 
cumstances. This  report  attracted  mnch  notice 
at  the  time ;  bnt  no  steps  were  taken  to  carry 
this  part  of  its  recommendations  into  effect 
Here  the  matter  rested  until  1620,  when  Mr, 
Calhoun,  then  Secretary  of  War,  made  a  report 
to  Congreas,  (Ex.  Doc.  46,  Ist  sess.  16th  Cong.,) 
in  which,  after  giTing  a  highly  flattering  ac- 
count of  the  progress  ot  Indian  improvement, 
tmder  the  influence  of  tbe  means  adopted  by 
Congress,  and  by  in^viduals,  for  their  educa- 
tion, he  also  recommends  the  gradual  extension 
of  onr  laws  over  them,  as  the  only  means  of 
effecting  their  civilization.  Again :  in  1822, 
Ur.  CalBoun  makes  another  report  (Ex.  Boo.  fiS, 
1st  sess.  17th  Cong.)  giving  a  like  flattering  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  prospects  and  improvements  of  the 
Indians,  and  renews  his  recommendation  to  ex- 
tend our  laws  and  protection  over  them.  Up 
to  the  year  1826,  we  continued  to  receive  the 
most  encouraging  aceounts  of  the  improvement 
and  promising  prospects  of  these  people.  The 
friends  of  humanity,  relying  npon  the  aeonracy 
of  Uiia  information,  everywhere  took  oonrage. 
As  yet,  no  graat  movement  of  the  Indians 
beyond  the  Mississippi  had  been  recommended 
by  the  Eieontive,  or  thought  of  by  the  naliou. 
So  Ear  from  it,  tbe  seed  of  civilization  had  been 
planted  and  sprung  np  in  their  native  soil — 
where  this  tender  plant  daily  grew,  and 
promised  ere  long  the  oappieat  froits  under  the 
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delicate  and  ekilM  oolUvation  of  Christiaa 
and  public  benevolence.  In  the  mean  time, 
great  changes  were  going  on  among  onrselvea. 
Flonrisliing  States  and  communities  had  sud- 
denly risen  np  in  the  neighborhood  and  aronnd 
the  Indians,  whose  territory  presented  a  barrier 
to  our  advancing  popnlation. 

The  very  prosperity  of  onr  settjements 
created  s  strong  desire  in  them  to  remove  the 
Indiana  frK>m  their  vicinity,  which  manifested 
itself  in  almost  daily  applications  to  the  Execa- 
tive  and  to  Congress  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  title.  With  the  State  of  Georgia 
the  Oovemment  had  become  involved  in  averT- 
delicate  and  embarrassing  controversy.  Per- 
plexed by  Georgia  and  preesed  on  all  sides  by 
the  importunities  of  the  new  States  to  extin- 
guish the  small  remaining  remnant  of  Indian 
territory  within  their  limits  the  Executive 
sought  by  a  great  effort  to  give  itself  relief.  At 
this  crisis,  Mr.  Monroe  sent  in  a  n 


Eroposes  the  boldest  experiment  npon  human 
fe,  and  human  happiness,  that  is  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  proposes  to  take 
a  whole  people,  nay,  more,  the  remnant  of  forty 
nations,  ttom  their  abodea,  and  place  Uiem 
down  in  the  recesses  of  a  distant  and  for- 
bidding wilderness,  and  there,  after  creating  a 
Qovernment  over  them,  to  reform,  amalgamate, 
and  civiUze  them.  This  message^  dr,  in  my 
opinion,  had  Its  oti^  in  the  circnmstancee 
by  which  the  Executive  was  then  surrounded, 
and  not  in  any  well-founded  ccmviction  of  the 
practioabililj  of  the  plan,  deduced  from  facts 
or  ej^rienoe.  I  feel  myself  jostificd  in  coming 
to  this  conclusion,  from  the  iac^  that,  when  a 
call  was  made  npon  the  Executive  for  informa- 
tion conoeming  the  leading  provisions  of  the 
bill  of  the  last  session  based  upon  that  recom- 
mendation, the  answer  disclosed  to  the  House 
a  total  want  of  all  facts  and  data,  In  support  of 
it.  Indeed,  so  striking  and  obvious  was  the 
deficiency  of  information,  upon  -which  to  base 
so  great  a  mejuure,  that,  thongh  mnch  anxiety 
had  been  pre vioQsly  manifested  to  call  it  up,  at 
an  early  day  of  the  seesion,  yet,  after  the  answer 
to  the  call  came  in,  no  attempt  was  made  to  call 
up  the  bill,  nor  any  desire  evinced  by  its  friends 
to  move  it.  The  message  of  1826  was  accom- 
panied by  a  communication  from  Ur.  Calhoun, 
going,  in  detail,  into  the  proposed  plan  of  re- 
moval, and,  among  other  things,  makes  a  distri- 
bution of  the  western  country,  beyond  the  set- 
tlements, among  the  various  tribes  of  Indiana 
inhabitii^  the  country  within  them.  I  shall  have 
sion,  before  I  sit  dowri,  to  call  the  atten- 
of  the  committee  again  to  this  document, 
to  which  I  now  refer,  for  the  sole  pnrpose  of 
showing  what  dispositionMr.  Calhoun  proposed 
to  make  of  the  tribes  in  the  Southwest.  He 
says:  "Of  the  four  Southern  tribes,  two  of 
them,  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws,  have  already 
allotted  to  them  a  tract  of  country  west  of  tlie 
mams^ppi.  That  which  has  been  allotted  to  ths 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


r,  182B.] 


Irtler,  it  believed  to  be  mffioieotlr  ample  for 
Dm  *liole  nation,  shonld  thej  aniKrate ;  ud 
if  m  Biniigenieat  wMob  is  believed  not  to  be 
immetiaable,  conld  be  made  between  tliem 
na  the  OhiokaBBiri,  who  are  their  neighbora. 
mdrffimilar  habits  and  dispositiona,  it  would 
be  nScieiit  for  the  aooommodatioD  of  both. 
A  aiffldeDt  oooiitry  should  be  reserved,  to  the 
wert  of  the  Oherokeea,  oa  the  Arkanus,  aa  a 
EuwHof  exehaage  with  those  who  remain  on 
tbeart.  To  the  Oreeka  might  be  allotted  a 
«Diiiib7  between  the  Arksiuu  and  Oaiui^aii 
Biwr,  which  limita  the  Nnthem  bonndarT'  of 
fta  Qioctaw  poooenriom  in  that  quarter,"  At 
Iba  next  aeasion  (the  first  aesaioii  of  the  la»t 
Ooogreaa)  aa  act  waa  passed  to  anthorize  the 
Amdent  to  bold  a  treaty  with  the  Ohootawi 
ud  CSuckaaaws,  (certun  tribea  of  Indians  liv- 
ng  in  Alabama  and  Miaaiatippi,)  and  to  provide 
for  their  removal  weet  of  the  river  MIssisaippi. 
When  the  bill  was  under  dismusiaD,  the  iuqnirf 
iw  thui  made  to  know  to  what  dietriot  of 


t  was  then  sud, 
titej  were  to  be  removed  weet  of  Arkansas. 
Bat,  nr,  how  did  the  fact  torn  ont  i  A  oom- 
uiaKiD  waa  appinnted  to  go  and  treat  with 
thcoL  The  oommisrioners  first  went  to  the 
Cboetaws,  and  after  making  to  them  the  moet 
mpreeedented  propoeals,  one  item  of  which 
n>,  a  nullioD  of  dollars  for  their  lands,  ntterl; 
failed  to  treat,  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  deeided 
md  ooTielding  refnsol  of  the  Indians  to  sell 
thcb  eonntrr.  The;  then  went  to  the  Chiokv 
Hw^  with  wbom  the;  were  equally  nnmcoess- 
M.  Tothem,tJiejpropoaed,amongotlierthinga, 
to  esdiange  their  coontry  fbr  a  like  qaantitj 
of  et«mtT7  nortii  and  weet  of  Hissouri.  This 
tbej  refosed.  These  Indians  were  then  farther 
^eased,  n  a  last  resort,  to  »mA  a  depntatjon, 
imder  the  pay  rf  the  United  States,  to  expl(M« 
the  eoBnttj— aot  in  the  weat~ao,  nr,  bnt  more 
than  a  tboosand  miles  north  of  their  present 
abodes^  To  tfaii  propodtion,  also,  the;  gave  a 
dedded  negative,  and  ezpresBed,  in  the  strong- 
tit  tenn^  to  the  oommisdoner^  their  denre 
tbst  the;  mi{^t  not  be  again  aohdted  to  part 
¥ith  mj  portion  of  tii«r  oonntr;,  with  whioh 
fiw;  vwe  contented,  and  desirous  to  live  npon 
it  m  peaoe  and  quiet.  But,  notwitbstanung 
■n  Uiu,  It  Mtpeara,  from  a  docoment  laid  upon 
nr  tahtea  diuing  the  preeent  sesaion,  that  the 
<Uef  dn-k  of  the  Indian  Deputment  was,  with- 
'~  1  twelvononlh  after,  sent  among  them  again, 
isnb- 


into 


to  M  out  thmr  dirooaition  on  tiiis  d^oate  s 
jMt  of  seUing  their  conntr;,  and  going  i 
Hat  inhoopltdite  wildemesa.  What  old 
dot  IMd  he  »t^oee  to  tiiem  to  emigrate  to 
As  weet  of  Arkamraii.  and  nnite  tbemaelvea 
>ith  the  Cftiootawsj  on  that  ride  of  the  JEa- 
■■iini,  «4Mra  Ur.  Oalhomi  a^s^  in  the  doon- 
■Ntl  have  alreadr  read  from,  there  Is  land 
wnw^ftw  both  tnbeat  No,  dr;  he  renews 
te  proporition  of  the  preceding  VMr,  for  tlmn 
to  move  Korth  of  IGssoori.  He  enters  into 
a  mt  ol  imriBdal,  or  rather  nnanthoriaedL 


arrangement  with  them,  on  tlie  mil{]eot  of  a 


of  it.  The  gentleman  from  Qeoi^ia,  who  lita 
at  the  left,  (Hr.  Lmanas,}  took  occasion,  on  an 
earlv  da;  in  the  eesrioI^  to  ^eak  in  twma  of 
marked  qiprobatitm  of  GoL  lIc£enne;'B  rqmrt 
of  hia  proceedinga  oa  thia  misdon,  whttioe  I 
infer,  that  gentleman  Is  not  onl;  in  favor  of 


The  delegate  from  Florida,  who  is  ever  atten- 
tive to  the  interests  of  his  constitnenta,  has 
B^d,  since  the  present  bill  has  been  nnder  dia- 
cnssion,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Qovem- 
ment  to  send  the  Indians  north  of  Arkansas 
and  west  of  Uiseonri,  and  gave  the  oommittee 
to  understand,  that,  if  a  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Miseiasippi,  then  nnder  oon&dera- 
tion,  shonld  be  adopted,  he  shonld  follow  it  tip 
b;  a  proporatitm  for  tbe  removal  of  the  Indiana 
of  Florida  into  that  oonntr; ;  assigning  ai  a 
reason  for  the  removal,  that,  presaed  b;  han- 
ger, the;  had  broken  txA  of  their  oonntr;,  and 
were  plondering  and  robbing  his  oonstitiients. 
With  these  indleations  of  the  direction  about 
to  be  (pven  to  the  prt^Maed  meastu^  of  emi- 
gration, I  feel  mvself  bound,  as  one  of  the  Bep- 
reeentatires  of  the  West,  to  oige  the  proposed 
amendment  upon  the  committee  j  and  I  fed 
assared,  that,  if  gentlemen  from  the  Bonthweet 
are  anzioaa  for  this  measore  for  the  good  of  tbe 
Indians  aloae,  and  do  not  intend,  as  a  part  <rf 
the  operation,  to  relieve  themselves  of  their  In- 
dians, and  throw  them  npon  the  frontier  of  the 
West,  th<^  will  ^ve  to  thia  proposition  a  read; 
and  willing  sninmrt— a  proposition,  the  Jdb- 
tdoe,  &imess,  and  re<nprooal  eqnit;  of  which, 
no  gentleman  can  den;.  It  propoees  to  them 
to  do  as  the;  wonld  be  done  b;. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the 
effects  of  the  proposed  plan  of  emigration, 
npon  the  western  oonntr;,  as  well  as  npon  the 
Indians  themselves,  I  most  beg  leave,  Mr.  Obair- 
inan,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  oonunittee 
again  to  the  report  of  the  Secretar;  of  War, 


the  people  of  the  western  oonntr;,  it  will 
them  with  alarm.  And  here^  permit  me, 
for  a  meanest,  to  point  ont  some  of  its  InwHnf 
fbatnrea.  It  proposes,  fof  the  pnrpoee  of  pre- 
servtng  the  udians  firom  the  effects  of  bdng 
brou^t  in  etmtact  with  onr  people,  to  give 
them  a  sademn  guarantee  that  Quj  shaQ  am,  be 
disturbed  b;  the  encroachment  of  onr  dtisent 
npon  tliem,  and  that  the  Oovernment  shall 
never  eztingoiah  theb  title  to  the  county  to 
whioh  tbe;  ma;  remove,  and  which,  nnder  the 
faith  of  (bis  Government,  tdemnl;  pledged, 
the;  are  forever  to  occnp;  as  a  perpctnal  htMne, 
tTnder  this  pledge,  it  proposee  to  remove  the 
Sonthwestem  Indians  m  the  direoUon  alrcaclr 
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Mated,  irhdn  I  first  adverted  to  the  report. 
Those  of  ArLansaa  and  Uiaeoori  to  be  moved 
forward  befond  their  bonndarie* ;  irhile  it  is 
proposed  to  transfer  those  of  Illinoia,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  and  the  Feninsala  of  UichigRii,  into  the 


Heesage,  separate  OoTemments  are  to  be  ii 
tntod  over  each  tribe,  (about  forty  in  nnniber,) 
and  a  Gteneral  Government^  for  the  regolation 
of  the  whole,  18  to  I>e  eetabhahed  over  the  vast 
extent  of  oonntrj  thna  to  be  apportioned  among 
these  TarioQS  hordes  of  Indians.  These  ar«  the 
leading  featnres  of  the  great  plan  of  Indian 
civilisation  and  Indian  colonization,  as  oi '  ' 
nally  recommended  bj  the  Eiecative  of 
ooontry.  Let  ns  add  to  it,  the  modification 
which  genUemen  seem  now  to  bare  in  contem- 
plation, that  of  removing  the  Indians  of  the 
Bonthwest  npon  the  frontier  of  the  Northwest^ 
and  then,  air  let  ns  paiue  for  a  moment  to  sur- 
vey the  condition  of  the  western  oonntry,  and 
the  inoalenlable  couaeqneDceB  that  most  result 
to  it,  to  the  Union,  and  to  the  Indians. 

Siich  a  disposition  of  the  Indians  greatly  en- 
dangers  the  tecority  of  the  whole  western  fron- 
tier, and  renders  the  condition  of  Missonri,  in 
particular,  imminently  periloos.  K  you  bdc- 
ceed  in  the  plan  of  civilization,  the  increase  of 
popnlation  and  moral  power  that  mnst  neoes- 
aarily  result  from  itxe  success  of  the  measure, 
added  to  their  preservation  as  a  distinct  race 
of  men,  and  the  great  extent  of  country  occu- 
pied bj  them,  must,  unaroidably,  bring  about 
the  establishment  of  a  Government  independent 
of  our  own.  Sir,  I  will  not  speculate  upon  the 
oonseqiieacea  that  would  follow.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  no  lover  of  his  country  would  subject 
it  to  BQch  imminent  peril.  If  yon  even  inoor- 
porsted  them  int«  tnis  confederacy,  from  the 
moment  their  numbers  and  moral  power  bad 
risen  up  to  the  point  of  ability  to  resist,  yon 
could  not  nrevent  their  separation  another  hour. 
Between  distinct  races  of  men,  passions  and  in- 
terests enough  to  effect  this  wonld  ever  be  found 
ready  at  hand.  But,  suppose  the  experiment 
to  GivUizB  them  should  ful — as  I  shall  under- 
take, befbre  I  sit  down,  to  show  it  most — what 
then  would  be  the  situation  of  the  western 
frontier  f  Whenever  yon  might  happen  to  be 
at  war  with  either  England  or  Uezico,  or  both 
together,  all  of  which  may  oocnr,  at  least  within 
the  range  of  poaubility,  not  to  say  probability, 
in  the  progress  of  our  history,  the  enemy  has  a 
cordon  of  savages,  extending  from  the  Canadian 
to  the  Ueiican  line.  I  say  the  enemy,  beoanse 
while  the  savage  lives  on  the  frontier,  you  will 
always  Sud  him  the  enemy ;  and  for  this  there 
w  no  remedy,  but  to  snrronnd  and  hem  him 
in  by  your  ^[inlation.  The  extent  of  the 
shocking  atrodties  that  would  follow  this  state 
of  thin^  no  man  can  eMimate.  Place  around 
Miasoun  on  the  north  and  west,  in  ooi^nQction 
with  Che  two  hundred  thousand  that  wonld  be 
there  besides,  the  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  In- 
diana of  tli«  Bonthveft,  and  what  have  ynv 
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done  1  Ton  have  executed,  by  a  single  move- 
ment, the  great  plan  of  Tecnmseh,  that  earried 
terror  aud  dismay  t«  every  cabin  beyond  the 
Alleghanies.  It  was  upon  these  same  Indians 
of  the  SoDth,  that  be  mainly  relied.  With 
them  he  labored  to  bring  about  a  concentration 
of  Indian  power,  not  for  the  purpose  of  civiliza- 
tion, but  to  resist  and  arrest  the  march  of  yonr 
population,  and  then  to  draw  a  perpetual  line 
of  separation  between  them  and  us.  The  sav- 
ages, by  this  arrangement,  rendered  formidable 
in  numbers,  and  still  more  so  from  famine  and 
get^raphical  position,  the  frontier  inhabitants 
of  Missouri  would  be  subject  to  constant  pillage 
in  peace,  and  the  most  horrid  atrocities  in  war. 
Nor,  indeed,  would  the  frontier  aetUers  of 
niinob  and  these  of  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan, 
be  in  a  situation  much  more  enviable.  If  the 
name  and  the  prowess  of  Tecnmseh  are  so  &r 
forgotten  here,  as  to  induce  os,  voluntarily,  to 
concentrate  the  whole  Indian  power  on  the 
frontier,  it  is  far  otherwise  in  the  West — tbey 
are  not  forgott«n  there.  I  think,  Ifr.  Ghair- 
man,  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that,  when  at 
war  with  either  England  or  Mexioo,  uie  whole 
Indian  power  would  raise  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  agfunst'ns.  The  history  of  the 
past  gives  almost  certain  monition  of  the  fu- 
ture. We  have  ever  found  them  in  alliance 
agunst  us,  and  we  ever  shall,  at  every  favora- 
ble opportunity  while  they  have  strei^jth  to 
make  an  effort  for  their  existence.  Their  pol- 
icy towards  Da  bos  been,  asd  will  be,  in  time 
to  come,  the  policy  of  nature  and  feeling.  Tbey 
know  fml  well  that  we  are  the  cause  of  all  their 
calamities,  and  that,  from  us  alone,  they  have 
any  thing  to  fear.  The  past,  the  present,  and 
the  Aiture,  are  ever  open  to  their  view.  When 
they  look  back  to  the  Atlantic,  and,  in  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  gentieman  from  Indiana,  (Mr. 
SviTH,)  recall  to  mind,  "  that  tbey  have  been 
driven  from  river  to  river,  and  from  hill  to 
hill,  until  tbey  have  scarce  a  standing  place 
left,"  and  still  see  the  rising  tide  of  onr  popola- 
tioD  sweeping  ovCr  them  with  accumulated 
force,  it  is  natural  tbey  stionld  seize  upon  every 
opportunity  that  promises,  ev«i  by  possibilHy, 
to  arrest  uieir  threatened  destiny :  they  will 
do  it,  and  we  deceive  ourselves  if  we  tlunk 
otherwise.  But,  sir,  the  consequences  to  the 
West,  do  not  terminate  with  putting  in  Jeopardy 
its  peace  and  security.  Try  this  ezpenment 
of  colonization  upon  the  plan  proposed,  with 
the  proffered  pledgee  and  guarantees,  and,  of 
all  the  boundless  regions  of  the  Wesf^  the  Pe- 
ninsula of  Michigan  alone  would  be  left,  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  Western  States. 

But,  Mr.  Obairman,  passing  from  this  to^io, 
let  me  direct  your  attention  to  the  appropriadoD 
now  proposed  by  the  genUeman  A-om  South 
Oarohna,  and  to  which  the  amendment  now  un- 
der oonsideration  applies.  The  appropriation 
is  asked  for,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  eztin- 
gaiabingtbetitie  to  the  Cherokee  lands  inGeor- 
gia,  and  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  Oherokees 
and  other  l^^innn  on  th\%  side  tlio  Mississippi, 
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Id  tbe  eoontiy  irest  of  that  river.  Gentlemen 
k*Te  wd  tliat  this  prooedore  la  in  accord  with 
die  esUbUaned  polioj  of  the  QorenimeDt,  and 


tltat  gentlemen  are .  mistaken  ia  both  these 
pnipotitioiis.  Thej  appeal  to  the  message  of 
mK.  heretofore  spoken  o^  and  profess  to  act 
^NB  it,  as  the  bsnB  of  the  pollcj  now  proposed. 
I  KB  yet  to  leam,  that,  when  the  Kieoative 
tads  a  eommimicfttioii  to  Oungress,  reoommend- 
bg  legtslation  on  anj  sabjoct,  it  ia,  therefore, 
to  be  oonridered  the  policy  of  the  GoTemcnent, 
nttfl  ft  is  sanctioned  hare.  If  we  look  into 
tbe  inbjeot,  it  will  be  seen,  that  gentlemen  are 
toing  direct];  oonater  to  that  message.  Ur. 
tloivoe,\t  is  tme,  recommends  the  re[n9Tal  of 
Ae  Indiana ;  but  he  also  rectnumenda,  in  tiie 
Boet  impreenra  manner  that  not  a  single  step 
AaU  be  taken  towards  its  aocomplishment, 
mtil  oertalo  preliminarj  legislaUon,  of  the 
idDoflt  moment  to  secure  their  safety,  is  adopted 
bf  Oongrese.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of 
Ab  commitUie  to  those  passages  in  the  messti^, 
wUdi  contftin  a  genwal  speciflcation  of  its 
etjiecC,  and  recommend  the  mode  of  its  bo> 
axwfiahiDent. 

1^.  M mutM  BBjB,  "  the  great  object  to  be  aft< 
nmplisbed,  is  the  removal  of  these  tribes  to 
the  territory  designated,  on  conditions  which 
ifaaH  be  satiafactoir  to  themselves,  and  honora- 
Ue  to  the  United  States.  This  can  be  done 
oily  bj  conveying  to  each  tribe  a  good  tide  to  an 
■■^*]"«*«  piortion  of  land,  to  which  it  ma;  oon- 
Mot  to  remove ;  aod  by  providing  for  it  there, 
a  sfdem  of  internal  government,  which  shall 
protect  their  property  from  invasion ;  and  by 
tbe  r^ular  progress  of  improvement  and  oivlli- 
ntion,  prevent  that  de^neracy,  which  has 
■eDerally  marked  the  transition  from  the  one  to 
ae  other  state.  The  digest  of  snoh  a  Govern- 
BwoL  witli  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  which 
riKntld  be  endowed  with  safficient  power  to 
BKet  aQ  tM  olgeots  contemplated  to  connect 
file  several  tribes  together  in  a  bond  of  amity  ; 
to  preeerve  order  in  eacli :  to  prevent  intnuion 
<■)  tb^  property :  to  teach  them,  by  regular 
taAtKdoDs,  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  make 
flwDi  a  cinliced  people,  is  an  object  of  very 
Kgk  impoTtanoe.  It  is  the  powerful  conaidera- 
fioa  whidt  we  have  to  offer  to  these  tribes,  as 
Mt  iodnoement  to  relinqaiah  the  lands  oa  which 
ttwy  DOW  reside ;  and  to  move  to  those  which 
ire  deogoated.  with  a  view  to  thia  important 
tUect,!  recommend  it  to  Oongressto  adopt,  hj 
wann  declaration,  oerUUn  fdndomental  princi- 
pk^  in  aooord  with  those  above  enggested,  ss 
tbe  basis  ot  sacb  arrangements  as  maybe  enter- 
ed into  witb  the  several  tribes,  to  the  strict 
absernooe  of  which,  the  faith  of  the  nation 
4sll  be  pledged,  I  recommend  it,  also,  to  Oon- 
ftcM,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment 
<f  a  snitMiIe  nnmber  of  oommiasionera,  who 
iaSL,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  President,  be 
Kiliorized  to  visit  and  explain  to  the  several 
bibca  the  objects  of  Qie  Government;  and  (o 


make  with  them,  according  to  their  instmotiona, 
saoh  arrangements  as  shall  be  best  calculated 
to  carry  those  objects  into  effect." 

No  digest  of  Government,  or  ftmdamental 
priodples.  as  here  recommended,  have  been 
adopted  by  Oongrese,  as  the  bans  of  the  ar- 
rangements with  them  in  this  very  important 
matter  to  them,  as  well  as  to  onrselves.  In  the 
place  of  it,  we  are  now  presented  with  this 
appropHation  to  aUare  them  across  the  Miasis- 
fflppi,  as  fast  as  possible ;  and  the  Cbtdrman  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Afikirs  tells  na,  that 
a  digest  of  a  Govemmeat  will  tie  bronght  fin'- 
wai^  at  some  ftatnre  time ;  bat  not  at  the  pres- 
ent session,  if  I  understand  him  right.  It 
cannot  be  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  send 
them  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  then  leave 
them  to  their  fate.  But  it  reqniree  no  spirit  of 
prophecy  to  foretell,  that,  if  they  are  first  taken 
there,  no  Government  will  ever  be  provided  for 
them  afterwards.  To  carry  each  a  measure 
through  this  House,  as  the  organization  of  a 
Oolonlal  Govemmant,  bonded  on  new  princi- 
ples, will  always  be  a  great  and  difflonlt  work. 
The  policy  we  are  now  aaked  to  adopt,  of  re- 
moving them  withont  any  previons  government- 
al arrangement  for  their  fotnre  regulation,  will, 
If  pnrtned,  result  in  carrying  them  forwwd,  at 
a  dngle  movement,  almost  half  way  to  that 
ocean  in  which  thwe  is  too  mnoh  cause  to  fear 
they  are  destined,  ultimately,  to  terminate  their 
existence  and  their  miseries  together.  Sir,  if 
aove  at  all,  let  ns  enter  npon  thia  bonneae 
at  the  beginning.  Before  they  are  pnsbed  for- 
ward into  the  wilderness,  and  tiiere  left  to  an- 
archy and  want,  let  ns  present  them  with  an 
ontline,  at  least,  of  the  Government  we  intend 
to  inatitnte  over  them.  If  their  oonsent  is  to 
btuned,  or  feelings  consulted  in  this  mat- 
ter, it  is  snrely  of  some  moment  to  them,  when 
they  are  abont  to  commit  themselvee  to  our 
hands,  to  know  what  laws  we  intend  to  imnose 
upon  them,  as  well  as  the  ooontry  to  wnioh 
they  are  to  be  removed.  "Within  a  few  yean^ 
we  have  removed  some  Indian  tribes  in  the 
mode  now  proposed,  and  before  we  go  ftirther, 
we  onght  to  pause  over  the  miseries  and  soffer- 
ings  we  have  already  indioted  npon  them.  It 
is  onr  bonnden  dnty  to  make  ample  provinon  to 
alleviate  the  dlatreeaes  of  theae  miserable  victims 
of  onr  oapidity  and  avarice.  Thus  fiu*  this  or 
any  other  necessary  appropriation  shall  have 
my  hearty  snpporL  Bnt  snch  have  been  their 
Bc^eringB,  that  in  my  opinion,  itwonid  dishonor 
this  Hoose  to  go  a  ringte  step  further  in  this 
work  of  desolation,  until  vnple  and  certain 
means  are  first  provided  to  prevent  a  recarrence 
of  dmiiar  oalamitjee.  Commissioners  were  sent 
hi  tbe  year  1824,  to  treat  with  the  Florida  In- 
dians for  their  oonntry,  who  were  living  in  the 
heart  of  that  Territory  in  plenty  and  oontenL 
We  proposed  to  send  them  into  the  peninsnla 
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We  exacted  obedienoe  to  our  demandB.  With 
teara  and  with  pmyers  tbey  threw  themBelves 
upon  oar  mert^,  and  beBonght  ns  not  to  drive 
them  from  their  homeB.  With  prophetic  de- 
scription they  pointed  ont  to  ns  the  fate  we 
were  preparing  for  them :  bnt  all  in  \eln.  We 
told  them  "  they  most  go."  We  told  them  far- 
ther,  (what  we  are  now  told,)  that  in  the 
conotry  we  had  provided  for  them,  they  wonld 
be  free  from  the  intrasion  of  the  white  man,  and 
there  they  woald  be  rich  and  happy.  In  this 
way  we  drove  them  from  the  lana  of  their  na- 
tivity. We  took  from  them  their  cabini  and  cnl- 
tivftbed  fielda.  Oar  oommiadonere,  moved  by 
their  representations,  inserted  a  attpniatdon  in 
the  treaty  that,  if  tbe  country  to  which  tiiey 
frent,  did  not  contain  good  land  enoagh  for 
them  to  live  npon,  their  northern  boundary, 
should  be  extended  so  as  to  embraoe  good  land 
enough  for  their  support.  They  went,  and 
what  followed?  Itwas  stated  here,  two  sessioDS 
ago,  that,  ont  of  five  thoasand  who  emigrated, 
fifteen  hondred  had  perished  of  famine  and  dis- 
tress, in  the  miserable  swamps  and  sands  of  that 
peninsola.  The  voice  of  their  Bufferings  oame 
np  to  this  Hoose,  and  we  voted  $30,000  for 
their  relief.  I  then  had  the  honor  to  move  a 
resolntion  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  And 
a  qaantity  of  land,  sud  to  be  sufficient  to  se- 
onre  t^em  from  want,  was  afterwards  asugned 
them.  Bnt  it  seems  their  sufferings  were  not 
at  an  end.  The  gentleman  from  Florida,  bnt  a 
day  or  two  siooe,  complained  that  these  bidians 
were  plnndering  bis  ooneUtnenta.  That,  forced 
into  the  Mtdenenta  hy  honger,  "they  must  live 
byplnndarinfgOr  starve."  The  gentleman  saya, 
tt  ia  hnpoatible  for  them  tolive  where  tbey  are, 
and  is  fbr  sending  them  two  thonsand  milee 
northwest,  intore^ons  beyond  Missonri,  where 
his  oonstituents  will  be  no  longer  troubled  by 
them.  There,  indeed,  they  might  die  nuheard 
and  nDseen :  for,  rest  assured,  sir,  the  frosts  of  a 
northern  climate  wonld  soon  cut  off  the  misera- 
ble remaant  that  has  survived  the  famine  and 
pestilence  of  the  sultry  swamps  they  now  in- 
habit. I  will  point  ont  to  the  gentleman  a 
nearer  and  speedier  relief  for  their  sufferings — 
carry  the  treaty  into  full  bai  immediate  effect. 
Give  them  good  land  enough  to  live  on:  for, 
sorely  we  have  long  enough  delayed  to  execute 
the  obligations  of  right,  amid  the  cries  of  human 
Buffering.  And  I  hopie,  after  this  information, 
that  my  oolleaguejthe  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  will  consider  that  the 
lives  of  these  perishing  men  are,  in  Mime  degree, 
in  bis  hands ;  and  I  invoke  him,  as  a  Ohristian, 
to  see  that  this  treaty  ia  carried  into  effect. 
And  Giat  I  myself  may  not  be  wanting  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  hnmanlty,  I  will  oall 
his  attention  to  the  subject  on  some  other  suita- 
ble oooauon.  Bnt,  sir,  the  Florida  Indians  are 
not  the  only  ones  that  we  have  rednced  to  dis- 
tress by  removal.  About  the  same  time,  we 
made  a  treaty  wiUi  the  Quapaw  Indians,  a 
■nail  tribe  living  in  the  Tarritorr  of  Arkanua, 


and  removed  them  into  some  distant  and  inhos- 
pitable region,  where,  when  we  hear  of  them  at 
all,  it  is  of  the  intolerable  miseries  and  famine 

0  which  we  have  snbjected  tiiem.  If  other 
ixamples  of  the  frnits  of  this  cmel  policy  are 
wanting,  they  are  ready  at  hand.  We  sent  th« 
Delawares,  and,  perhaps,  some  other  tribes, 
which  lived  northwest  of  the  Oluo,  across  the 
Hississippi.  Let  ns  devote  a  moment  to  their 
condition.  Hy  colleague  over  the  way,  (Kr. 
Woods,)  yesterday  read  an  extract  from  t, 
letter  ol  General  Qark,  the  Indian  Superintend- 
ent beyond  the  Uiasissippi,  written  two  yean 
dnce,  in  which  be  speaks  of  facts  within  his 
own  knowledge,  ana  as  snoh  communicated 
here  in  an  authentic  ahape.  Speaking  of  tbe 
country  where  these  Indians  have  been  sent, 
(and  to  which  this  appropriation  is  asked  to 
send  more,)  he  says,  "daring  several  seasons  in 
every  year,  they  (the  Indians)  are  distressed  br 
famine,  in  whloh  many  die  for  want  of  food, 
and  dorinK  whioh  the  living  child  is  often 
bnried  vritb  the  dead  mother:    because  nona 

spare  it  so  much  food  as  woold  sastiun  it 
through  its  faelplees  in&noy."  It  ia,  sir,  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  these  miserable  beings 
beyond  the  Misaiaeippi,  and  thus  add  new 
and  inoreased  distress  to  these  regions  of  fiun- 
ine,  that  thb  appropriation,  if  granted,  is  to  be 
in  part  appUed. 

To  BOHt^  and  relieve  from  suffering  those 
whom  we  have  reduced  to  diatrees,  is  our  sol- 
emn duty,  and  so  far  as  this  E^prtmriation  is  to 
be  so  applied,  it  will  have,  as  I  have  alreadj  ' 
said,  my  hearty  sapport.  But,  sir,  the  great 
object  of  this  appropriation  is  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.  And  I  appeal  to  gentiemen  to  say, 
whether  they  can,  in  tneir  consciences,  go  for- 
ward another  step  in  this  work  of  desolation. 
A  letter  from  the  same  gentleman,  written  a 
short  time  since,  was  also  read  yesterday,  at 
the  reqaest  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittce 
on  Ini£an  Affaire,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  necessity  of  making  this  appropriation. 
That  letter  depicts,  in  luignage  of  much  feel- 
ing, the  present  sufferings  of  these  onfortnnata 
Indians,  whom,  he  says,  we  have  induced  to 
leave  their  comfortable  homes  to  go  beyond  the 
llississippij^ith  assoranoes  of  protection  and 
sapport.  The  toncUns  ^peal  of  the  writer  to 
Congress  in  their  behalf,  produced  a  strong 
sensation  of  sympathy  upon  the  committee. 
The  letter,  though  read  as  an  appeal  to  tlut 
committee,  in  favor  of  the  ^propriation,  con- 
tains, like  all  the  facts  I  have  adverted  to,  an 
unanswerable  argument,  to  show,  that  with 
this  knowledge  before  as,  we  cannot,  unless  we 
are  totally  insensible  to  human  suffering,  ez- 

Eend  uiotber  dollar  in  sednoing  these  misera- 
le  people  from  their  comfortable  homes,  and 
whioh,  we  have  volumes  of  evidenoe  to  snow, 
they  are  anxious  to  retain.  Tt  also  showa,  In 
the  same  nnanswerable  manner,  the  necessity 
of  making  ample  and  ^>eedy  provision  for  thoM 
whom  we  have  reduced  M  sofibring  and  want. 

1  tidnk,  Mr.  Ohalrmait,  I  have  now  shown,  that 
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ttejtiuoer  in  vhich  we  have  taken,  and  now 
propoN  to  tal:e  the  Indiana  beyond  the  Miaws- 
fippi,  is  not  oq];  oontrary  to  the  mode  pointed 
nt  tnd  reoummended  bj  Mr,  IConroe,  bnt  that 
vhtt  wfl  hsTe  done  ia  a  high-handed  outrage 
^OD  hniDBiii^,  the  farther  progresa  of  which 
«e  in  Qnder  eoienu)  obligatioiui  to  aireet.  Bat 
nace  gentlemen,  dnriag  this  debate,  have  as- 
Mrtcd  that  they  are  proceeding  acoording  to 
tlw  rMommeDdation  <a  the  Ezeontira,  for  the 
yofm  at  giving  them  the  foil  benefit  of  the 
MMlion,  I  shall  grant  they  are  so  proceeding, 
ioveTtf  incorrect  the  admission  may  be,  in 
fnit  of  Eaet,  a»  I  have  already  shown.  I  shall 
DOW  mtintiiii,  that  the  plan  of  ooltmixiDg  the 
Indiiiu  sod  estabUsbin^  a  Oovemment  over 
ttiem,  ud  thereby  bringmg  aboat  their  civili- 
Btioi,  is  wholly  virionary  and  impracticable. 
Ltt  hb  first  look  mt«  the  argoment  of  gentle- 
ma  in  ita  bror,  and  see  what  it  amoimta  to. 
lliej  h^in  with  a  moving  description  of  Uie 
nUcIiea  and  degraded  condition  of  the  Indi- 
BB,  and  assert  mat  they  are  sinbin^  in  intel- 
Wt,  morals,  and  unmbers.  All  this  may  be 
ttu  of  tamo  of  the  tribes ;  bat  it  is  qoite  the 
KntK,  when  aaaerted  of  the  most  popnloos 
tribes  of  the  Sonih,  as  the  docoments  now  on 
inr  tables  and  those  that  have  been  sent  here 
(KunieMuionspBst,incontestably prove.  Bnt, 
Ih  lbs  poiposes  of  the  a^n>iiiBnt,  I  shall  nve 
ROtlamen  the  benefit  of  this  adnussion  dso. 
"*]  next  assert  that  the  white  people  cormpt 
Bdmaltnat  them.  This  I  shall  also  admit  to 
te  tme.  From  all  which,  they  come  to  the 
bxcId^  that  the  Indian  cannot  be  civilized 
is  cnr  neighborhood;  but  that,  if  taken  into 
Kne  distant  region,  beyond  the  inflaence  of 
ntr  eiample,  he  will  change  his  habits,  and 
groT  vf  into  eivilizaUon.  The  inferences  I 
■biU  not  admit  I  shall  not  admit  that  he  can- 
not be  dTihied  in  the  midst  of  civilization,  and 
■hall  deny  that  under  the  oircimutanoes  in 
wbiehtingeroeriment  is  to  be  made,  he  can  be 
°rilizsd  in  the  wilderness.  Gentlemen  main- 
tun,  and  cimstantly  Hsaert,  with  all  the  confi- 
denoe  of  an  established  fact,  that,  when  brought 
^Ofe&er  in  the  wilderness,  and  shut  ont  from 
fte  inBoenoe  of  our  people,  they  will  be  civil- 
ittd.  This  asBamM  the  whole  matter  in  con- 
("ivetvy,  and  it  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice 
d  the  OMnmittee,  that  no  gentleman  has  nnder- 
l»bn  to  explain  the  process  by  which  it  is  to 
Iw  done ;  or,  what  is  of  more  importance,  to 
Ue  the  facts  or  experience  to  sustain  the  oh- 
^plioiL  It  is,  indeed,  admitted,  that  they 
nwndther  facta  nor  experience  to  guide  them 
n  tins  great  experiment  of  hnmsn  r^ormatdon. 
It  an  then  thrown  back  npon  the  ori^nal 
pnnd,  and  oompdied  to  look  into  the  nid^nre 
4lbe  (qwration.  to  be  performed.  What  is  the 
<Wter  of  the  people  to  be  changed  t  Th^ 
n  ignorant,  averse  to  labor,  irregnlar  in  their 
•Wt,  and  strongly  attached  to  the  laws, 
Wp*  and  customs,  of  their  fathers,  which  it  is 
United,  most  b«  abolished,  aad  new  r^n^la- 
■«>  aahittitnted,  to  give  sQOoees  to  the  ei^eri- 


ment.  Next:  What  are  the  processes  to  beper- 
fonned,  in  the  execution  of  this  plan  t  mien 
thef  are  examined  in  detail,  it  wiil  be  fonnd, 
their  number  and  complexity  are  Bach  as  to 
render  the  experiment  altogether  hopeless. 
They  most  be  broooht  to  consent  to  emigrate, 
snd  to  abolish  theii  laws  and  usages.  Yonmuat 
purchase  their  conntry,  and  pay  for  their  im- 
provementa — buy  another  country  for  them, 
and  remove  ita  occupants;  induce  them  to 
adopt  the  Government  yon  have  provided  for 
them,  and  pat  themselves  nnder  your  control ; 
bring  their  chiefs  to  consent  to  relint^uish  their 
power  and  oonsaqnenoe  among  their  people; 
remove  them  through  the  wildemees,  in  most 
oases,  several  hnndred  miles;  provide  sappliee 
of  food  for  them  on  the  way,  and,  after  uieir 
arrival  in  their  new  conntry,  bnild  their  hoosea. 
open  their  £arma,  supply  thran  with  agrionltorai 
implementSjaiidaiiimaUof  domeatJcDse;  cause 
them  to  desist  from  the  ohase,  and  devote  them- 
selves to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  aria ;  e»- 
tablish  schools ;  institute  a  Government  ovw 
them,  and  entjject  them  to  its  laws  and  re^nl»- 
tiona  i  and,  finally,  keep  u[)  a  standing  military 
force  amoc^  them.  Ihia  is  a  general  outline 
of  what  is  proposed  to  be  done,  and  the  ma- 
chinery to  be  created,  as  the  means  of  effect- 
ing the  civilization  of  the  rndlan'*.  Faasiiig 
over  the  many  and  difflcnlt  preliminary  process- 
es, most  of  which  cannot  be  executed  without 
force,  we  will,  now,  suppose  one  hundred 
thousand  savagee,  compoeed  of  thirty  or  forty 
distinct  tribes,  or  nations,  are  taken  into  the 
wilderness  to  the  place  of  their  deatinatjon : 
How  are  you  to  make  them  relinqi^sh  the 
chase,  in  a  conntry  poesessing  the  strongest 
allurements  to  itt  Unless  they  change  t£eir 
habits  in  thia  particular,  you  have  effected 
nothing  of  any  valne.  lliey  have  neither 
knowledge  nor  inclination  to  aet  themselves  at 
work.  .  And  how  are  you  to  overcome  theee 
impediments,  and  make  them  submit  to  the  £a- 
tignes  of  labor!  How,  in  case  of  uregolar 
supply  of  food,  are  von  to  prevent  them  from 
breaking  in  npon  the  ftontier  settlements,  m 
they  now  do  in  Florida  t  If  you  exdude  the 
whites  from  oominir  among  them,  how  are  yon 
to  supply  them  with  jmiviBionflt  Who  is  to 
build  their  hoosea,  and  open  their  brmat  All 
these  thing*  it  is  intended  the  whites  eliall  per- 
form, as  well  as  to  instruct  them  in  the  me- 
ohamo  arts  and  in  sgricultnre.  If  yon  oanse 
these  things  to  be  done  by  the  whiter  yoa 
necessarily  multiply  tiieir  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  far  beyond  any  thing  that  now  exists. 
The  idea,  therefore,  ho  fondly  cherished  by 
gendemen,  that  they  shall  shut  out  all  inter- 
course between  oar  people  and  them,  and 
thereby  remove  tiiem  from  the  contagion  of 
our  example,  is  wholly  ttroneous.  The  veir 
operations  which  it  is  intended  the  whites  shsD 
perform,  (and  which  they  must  perform,  if  done 
at  alL)  show  that  gentlemen  have  not  looked 
into  the  practical  workings  of  their  own  plan, 
when  they  tell  ss  it  is  n-"""""™  *"  -«™i.«-« 
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them,  to  get  them  out  of  Uie  reach  of  the  oon- 
tuniiiatiDX  inflneDoe  of  the  whites. 

To  build  bonsea  and  open  farm^  U  a  vork  of 
tame,  and  the  labor  of  maaj  haniu.  Ton  can- 
not eet  on  with  the  gOTenuaeot,  and  exeonte 
its  aiTeraifled  operations,  withont  great  and 
ocatatant  interoonrao  with  the  whites — inter- 
ooone  too  with  aoldiera  and  other  mercenaries. 
Abuses  wonld  spring  np,  and  he  praotised  with 
Impitnitj,  from  the  ntter  impoe^bilitr  of  snper- 
intcnding  the  detailed  operations  of  a  distant 
Dolonial  GovermnenL 

80  &r  ttam  toqf  being  able  to  shnt  ont  Uie 
inUroonrse  of  Uie  whites,  if  it  were  so  mnch  as 
known  to  what  district  the  Indians  were  to  re- 
moTO,  no  matter  how  distant  the  ooontrj,  my- 
word  for  it,  Mr.  Ohairman,  the  pioneers  wonld 
be  there  in  advance  of  them ;  men  of  the  most 
abandoned  and  desperate  character,  who  hang 
upon  the  Indiana  to  defhmd  them.  Ton  can- 
not nm  away  from  these  men,  nor  shot  them 
ont  from  aooess  to  Indians,  scattered  over  the 
wildemees ;  for,  with  the  pioneers,  the  law  is 
a  Jest,  and  tiie  woods  their  element ;  the  fa- 
ther jongo  with  the  Indians,  withjastsomnch 
the  more  imponitj'  will  the;  set  jom  laws  at 
defiance.  Indeed,  nnder  thu  plan,  the  Indians 
woold  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  poor  mis- 
erable dependents  npon  those  who  governed 
thero  and  supplied  them  with  food. 

Bnt  aeun,  sir,  by  what  means  are  a  hnndred 
thonsaaa  Indians,  spread  over  the  wilderness, 
bearing  towards  each  other  inbred  hatred,  and 
implacable  animoeities ;  pressed  by  hunger,  and 
presang  upon  each  odier's  means  of  suDmst- 
dnoe,  to  be  reduced  to  order,  regularity,  and 
obedience  to  law  t  If  m  j  colleague,  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  can 
do  this,  he  will  be  Jnstly  entitled  to  go  down 
to  posterity  with  a  fame,  as  a  law-giver,  more 
immortal  than  that  of  Solon  or  Ljourgos.  He 
will  have  done  that  of  which  history,  either 
aacred  or  profane,  ftimishes  no  example.  It  is 
true,  the  chUdren  of  Israel  were  led  out  of  the 
wilderness  into  a  land  flowing  witli  milk  and 
honey;  but,  contrary  to  theDivine  example, 
we  propose  to  lead  a  whole  people,  nay,  more, 
the  remnants  of  forty  different  nations  of  men, 
ont  of  a  land  of  plenty,  into  the  wilderness. 
We  cannot  make  this  great  and  untried  experi- 
ment upon  human  lile  and  human  happiness, 
without  incurring  the  most  solemn  responsibil- 
ity. Let  ns  examine  this  experiment  in  another 
aspect,  and  it  will  be  fonnd  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  a 
bondred  thousand  inhabitants,  some  flve  or  tax 
hundred  milea  in  the  wilderness.  Begular  snp- 
pliea,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  country  over 
which  they  most  1>a  oorried,  oonld  not  be  trans- 
ported to  them. 

There  can  be  but  little  question,  that,  to  sup- 
port a  hundred  Lhonsand  people  in  the  wilder- 
ness, wonld  cost  more  than  twice  as  mooh  as 
to  feed  double  that  number  at  home,  where 
supplies  are  ready  at  hand.  Whatever  was 
transported  to  than  would,  firom  the  labor  of 


transportation  alone,  be  rendered  almost  aa 
oostl;  as  ^ver,  before  it  arrived  at  the  place  ot 
consompdon.  Take  the  price  of  the  ration  for 
the  Creeks,  whom  we  are  now  supporting  in 
the  woods,  at  twenty  cents  a  day,  as  appears 
from  a  document  fioiD  the  War  Deputment, 
laid  on  our  tables  a  few  days  since,  and  the 
cost  of  this  single  item  will  be  found  to  &dl  not 
far  short  of  ten  millions  per  annum.  How  Umg 
would  we  go  on  at  this  rate  before  we  left 
these  poor  wretches  to  perish  of  hunger  t  Hie 
utter  impossibility  of  introdocing  any  system 
of  economy  or  accountability  into  such  a  de- 
partment, where  the  supplies  are  to  be  Auntdi- 
ed,  in  such  a  country,  wonld  open  a  door  for 
fraud  and  peculation,  withont  any  example 
among  us, 

I  oome  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  cmtcm- 
plation  of  this  oppressed  people  in  their  present 
abodes.  We  all  agree  the  tune  is  come,  whan 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  rescue  them 
from  eztmction.  And  here,  gentlemen  tnm 
upon  us,  who  oppose  them,  and  ask  what  we 
vnll  do.    I  answer,  enlarge  the  means  of  im- 

Ejvement  you  are  now  employing  with  ao- 
owledsed  sncoese,  and  extend  yonr  lawa  over 
them.  Try  the  experiment  where  they  are. 
It  will  cost  but  little,  and  if  tliat  fail,  there  is 
DO  danger  of  bringing  distress  npon  them,  or 
making  their  condition  more  desperate.  It  will 
then  bo  time  enough  to  try  tlie  scheme  of  col- 
onization, which,  it  is  not  contended,  has  any 
other  advantage  than  that  of  getting  them  ont 
of  the  way  of  the  corrupting  influence  of  the 
whites,  which  I  have  alrea<^  shown  is  a  mis- 
taken notion.  If  the  colonization  plan  is  tried 
first,  it  will  be  too  late'to  try  the  other  after- 
wards. When  the  step  is  taken,  it  cannot  be 
retraced.  Gentlemen  maintain,  that,  beonuse 
the  tribes  tn  oar  neighborhood  have  not  be- 
come civilized,  that,  uerefore,  they  cannot  be, 
unless  they  are  removed  at  a  distance  from  na. 
Many  of  the  tribes  have  made  great  and  flat- 
tering advances  in  improvement.  And  now, 
we  are  called  npon  to  undo  all  that  we  have 
done,  by  breakmg  them  np  from  their  ve^ 
foundation.  Bnt  what  is  the  argument!  It 
is,  that  civilization  cannot  spring  np  in  the 
midst  of  civilization.  That  civilization  is  a 
plant  that  cannot  grow  beneath  the  shade  of 
the  hll-grown  tree.  Sir,  we  have  done  noth- 
ing to  civilize  them  in  a  form  that  can  touch 
the  evil  to  be  corrected;  nor  have  the  Indiana 
the  intelUgence  and  moral  power  neoessary  to 
reach  and  correct  it,  withont  onr  ud.  The 
great  difficulty  now  in  the  way  of  their  im- 
provement, may  be  traced  to  the  nature  of 
their  government,  and  the  tenure  of  their  prop- 
erty. With  the  exception  of  the  Gheroseee, 
who  have  lately  formed  for  themselves  a  consli- 
totion  on  Bepablican  principles,  which  baa 
given  some  gentlemen  here  so  mnch  alarm, 
uiere  Is  not  a  single  tribe  that  we  do  not  now 
And  under  the  same  government  and  usages 
that  existed  on  the  day  when  the  Pilgrims  lu^ 
landed  rai  our  shores.    It  is  the  govemment  <tf 
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tbe  BftVBKQ^  fitted  to  the  BaToge  state,  and 
whirflj  at  war  with  the  rights  and  osagM  of 
dTilized  nun.  Efforts  at  oiviiization  have  been 
Bude  bj  those  who  have  not  had  Uie  power  to 
touch  and  heal  this  evil.  And,  nnttl  tho  gov- 
(nunent  <^  the  saTage,  and  the  basis  upon 
which  he  holds  his  propert7  are  broken  up,  all 
efforts  at  oJTilization,  directed  either  by  indi- 
ridnala  of  by  the  Oovermnent,  will  and  most 
biL  To  expect  that  they,  nnaided,  will  do 
this,  ia  to  require  of  them  more  than  miraolee. 
^imwioe  ia  everywhere  wedded  to  the  usages 
m  which  it  bae  grown  up;  and  were  they  to 
Bske  the  attampt  to  eha^e  their  Qovemment, 
they  ooold  not  do  iL  lliey  are  without  the 
moral  power,  knowledge,  and  experience  ne- 
eeoaiy  to  make  eo  great  an  effort — an  effort, 
slwaya  great,  when  and  wherever  made.  They 
do  not  know  how  to  set  themselrei  at  work ; 
and,  if  even  the  cMefs  had  the  necessary  knowl- 
edge and  moral  power,  they  wonid  natoraUy 
Me  it  in  perpetoatiDg  th^  own  iuflnenoe. 
We  cannot  reasonably  expect  they  will  vol- 

_._  !. .^^  jjj  ^  -^ttik.  of  reformatioa  that 

a  the  extinction  of  their  own  oonse- 


«  what  tliey  will  do.  Give  them  the  right  of 
mdividnBlity  of  property,  and  fertilise  them 
with  your  aehools ;  then,  and  not  IdU  then,  will 
yon  make  an  eiperiment  worthy  of  the  name. 
By  so  doing,  yon  bring  apon  them  no  aconmn- 
Irtion  of  misery  and  distreBa,  endanger  no  fron- 
tier, extnta  no  sectional  jealonay,  nor  exhaost 
Oe  Treaiory  with  a  wsatefol  expenditure  of 
pablio  money.  Being  in  the  bosom  of  the 
eooDtiT,  and  eeparated  from  each  other,  their 
jnaajiim*  woold  be,  comparatively,  nnfelt.  K 
fhey  can  be  oviliEed  at  all,  it  most  be  done  by 
these  means;  and  I  cannot  Bobscnbe  to  the 
deelaration  to  often  made,  that  they  feel  them- 
aelvae  to  be  a  degraded  rooe,  and  that  our  peo- 
ple irQ]  always  treat  them  as  snch. 

The  Indian  haa  an  innal«  sense  of  dignity ; 
and  those  among  them  who  have  proper^,  feel 
their  personal  importance,  and  are  everywhere 
treated  with  rearract  Feraonal  dominion  over 
unKiwtj  never  uits  to  impart  to  ill  poneseor  a 
nding  of  personal  oonsequenoe,  and  to  com- 
mssd  for  htm  the  respeot  of  others.  The  poor, 
naked,  and  starving  Indian,  feds  a  sense  of  per- 
•onal  degradation,  becauae  he  is  dependent ;  he 
ii  MNupeUad,  by  Us  wanta,  meekly  to  snbmit 
to  iaaolt  and  indigni^.  Bnt  give  him  pro{«r- 
^,  and  make  hJia  tttd  that  hia  means  of  sabsisl^ 
^»oe  are  wiUnn  hia  own  command,  and  yon 
Eft  him  np  at  onoe  from  his  prostrate  condition. 
To  have  the  means  ready  at  hand  to  try  the 
(Act  of  individnaliti' of  proper^  npon  him, 
witbonl  ooeting  the  TreaenTT  a  dollar,  or  the 
euMtfj  a  rio^  effort.  We  have  more  than  a 
kandred  milhons  of  acres  of  land  in  market, 
'**^"C  *  buyer  from  year  to  year,  and  flnduig 
BoneL  QiTe  to  every  head  of  an  Indian  family 
(ha  ri^it  to  go  into  the  I^nd  Offices,  and  select 
fe  hisaKlf  a  half  sectioit  (820  aorea)  of  land, 


and  reatrictiona  as  will  proteot  him  against  the 
frauds  and  artifices  of  tne  designing,  there  can 
be  hot  little  doubt  that  very  many,  eneotally 
among  the  more  improved  tribes,  woola^ad^ 
avail  themselves  of  saoh  a  provision.  In  this 
way,  they  would  place  themeelvee  votnntarily 
nnder  the  action  and  jurisdiction  of  onr  laws. 
All  that  is  proposed  to  be  effected  by  a  removal 
beyond  the  Missiarippi,  is  thus  hrooght  abon^ 
secretly  and  silently,  by  a  single  operation.  To 
do  this,  the  creation  of  no  governmental  ma- 
chinery, or  enlargement  of  SxeOQtJve  patronage 
ia  required — we  have  the  whole  machinery 
ready  at  hand  for  the  operatioD.  Oar  \mdA. 
Offices  are  established,  and  lands  saxveyed ;  tx, 
if  the  Indians  shoold  prefer  an  apportionment 
of  the  oonntry  on  whioh  they  live,  onr  snrvey- 
Ing  department  is  already  organized  to  execnte 
the  work.  EstimatinK  them  at  a  hundred 
thousand,  six  and  a  hau  millions  of  aorea,  out 
of  the  hundred  millions  now  in  the  market, 
wonld  g^ve  to  the  head  of  each  Indian  family 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  with  it,  we 
make  him  re^Motable  in  point  of  property,  and, 
what  ia  more,  we  dlfihae  them  tluuugh  the 
oonntry  in  search  of  good  land,  where  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  tbeir  anfibring  and  want. 

My  colleague  (Hr.  Woone)  yesterday  said, 
that  a  sentleman  from  the  South,  well  aoqnaint- 
ed  with  the  Indian  character,  had,  on  a  lonnar 
occasion,  observed  to  him,  "  give  to  an  Indian 
a  slave,  and  you  make  a  man  of  him,"  The 
condition  of  the  Southern  Indiana,  no  doubt, 
folly  verifies  the  truth  of  the  remark.  Permit 
me,  sir,  to  lay,  by  way  of  modification,  ^vo 
him  a  &rm  of  8S0  acres  of  land,  and  yon  oa 
oert^nly  make  a  man  of  him,  and  a  mnoh  bet- 
ter man. 

Mr.  LntPKiN  said,  it  was  always  with  relno- 
tanoe  that  he  rose  on  that  floor,  to  submit  any 
remarks  of  hia.  When  I  look  round  (add  Ur. 
L.)  and  see  the  intelligence  by  vrhich  I  am  snr- 
ronnded,  I  cannot  have  the  vanity  to  enter  the 
list  of  competitors  for  the  eclat  or  distinction 
which  will  be  awarded  to  him  who  makes  the 
greatest  display  of  words  on  this  floor.  Nor 
am  I  disposed  to  take  a  part  in  the  disonssioas 
of  this  House,  with  a  view  of  enoouraglng  the 
mannfactnra  otXIongreSBional  speeohee.  I  con- 
sider that  of  speech-making  one  branch  of  do- 
mesdo  mannfaotore,  or  of  the  American  sya- 
tern,  if  yon  pleaae,  sir,  which  does  not  require 
encouragement  or  protection.  It  has  already 
arrived  to  a  maturity,  which  can  enter  into  f^ 
competition  with  any  oountry  whatever,  with 
a  &ir  prospect  of  soccees.  But,  nr,  I  stand  so 
oonneoted  with  this  subject  in  several  points  of 
viiw,  that'  I  oannot  shrink  from  addrcadng  the 
committee  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  two  very  distinguished  geatlemen  f^om 
Ohio,  (Mr,  Woods  and  Mr.  Vihton,)  who  have 
consumed  so  large  a  portion  of  the  time  of  this 
committee.  In  displaying  and  exLibitii^  their 
opposition  to  the  extinguishment  of  Indum  titla 
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to  landA,  and  to  the  remoTal  of  the  Indians  to 
Bome  eligible  eituation  west  of  the  river  Missis- 
aippi,  have  introdnoed  gacb  a  masB  of  foreign 
matter  into  tb.u  diecassion,  that  they  vill  ez- 
CQse  me  in  my  present  state  of  health,  for  de- 
oliniag  to  follow  them  in  all  th^  labored  argn- 
menta  and  details  upon  this  mltjeot.  The  Iwst 
reftitation  which  can  be  Tireeent«d,  to  ail  that 
theae  gentlemon  have  aaia  npon  tJiia  important 
and  interesting  snbjeot,  will  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  tfaej  stand  opposed  to  the  wisdom, 
the  experience,  and  benevolence,  of  the  whole 
conntr7.  In  oppoffltdon  to  all  their  opinions, 
dootrines,  and  reasoning,  I  will  plaoe  tiioee  of 
James  Uonroe,  John  C-  Calhonn,  James  Bar- 
bour, and  a  host  of  others,  who  are  experienced 
and  distingaisbed  statesmen  and  patriots,  and 
who  have  long  deliberated  and  r^ected  upon 
the  Bobjeot  of  our  Indian  policy  and  relations. 
These  distingoished  individuals  have  all  arrived 
at  the  same  results ;  that  the  only  hope  of  sav- 
ing the  remnant  tribes  of  Indians  nom  min 
ana  extermination,  was  to  remove  them  from 
their  present  abodes,  and  settle  them  in  a  per- 
manent abode  west  of  the  lOsaiatippi  Kver. 

The  views  of  all  onr  Indian  wents,  so  far  as 
m^  knowledge  extends,  ooincidee  with  the 
friends  of  the  emigrstion  plan;  and,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  we  find  the  benevolent  and 
pions  missionariee,  who  have  long  labored  for  the 
benefit  of  this  nnfori^nnate  race,  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  emigratjiig  plan.  One  respectable 
denomination  of  Christians  have  memorialized 
the  present  Oongrees  on  this  enbiect,  and  nrged, 
with  mnoh  earnestness  and  ability,  the  results 
of  their  labors  and  experience,  in  favor  of  " 


manently  located  and  settled.  Sir,  these  opin- 
ions of  wisdom,  experience,  and  pietyj  I  present 
as  a  reply  to  the  volumhions  detAds  of  the 
two  distingnished  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Woods  and  Mr.  Vujton.)  If  the  committee,  or 
the  oonntry,  ask  for  any  farther  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  these  gentlemen,  X  will  refer  to  the 
remarks  of  another  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
McLUK,}  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee oo  Indian  Affairs.  His  pertinent  and  very 
appropriate  remarks,  most  be  impressed  np- 
on the  reoollection  of  every  gentleman  who  was 
present  yesterday  when  he  delivered  them. 
That  gentleman,  with  all  his  known  vigilance 
and  Bssidaons  attention  to  the  local  interest  of 
his  immediate  oonstitnents,  when  bis  duty  re- 
quires it,  enters  upon  the  bariness  of  national 
legislation,  with  a  liberal  dignity  of  purpose 
wniah  embraces  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  oonntry.  And,  upon  this  oooaslon,  the 
btitt  view  wbicli  he  took  of  this  snbjeot,  and 
tike  Information  which  he  submitted  to  this 
committee,  is,  to  my  mind,  snffloient  of  itaelf, 
to  obliterate  all  the  labora  of  his  two  col- 
leagues. Sir,  the  remarks  on  this  subject, 
•nbmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Oonmiittee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  reminded  me  of  the  saying 
of  the  wise  man  of  audquity :  "  Words,  fitly 
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spoken    are  like  qiples  of  gold,  in  pictures  of 

Gentlemen  deny  that  the  policy  of  this  Got- 
amment  is  settled,  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  Indian  emigration.  I  am  of  a  different  t^in* 
ion.  Mr.  Monroe's  Administration  narked  out 
the  plan,  and  recommended  its  adoption  in 
strong  terms.  The  present  Administration  has 
oontinned  to  urge,  upon  all  fit  ocoarions,  the 
views  of  its  predecessors  npon  this  subject. 
Congress,  I  admit,  have  never  sanctioned  Uie 
yiaa  to  the  fall  ext«Dt  which  it  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Execntive  Govermneut. 
Nevertheless^  many  acts  of  legislation  mif;ht  be 
cited,  which  were  based  in  the  execution  of 
this  plan.  Look  at  the  various  appropristdons 
of  money  to  eztingnish  Indian  title  to  lands 
within  the  States,  and  to  provide  for  their  re- 
moval and  aetUement  west  of  the  river  Uiada- 
sippi. 

It  is  true,  I  am  mysdf  in  fbvor  of  legislating 
upon  a  more  extended  and  comprehensive  plan, 
upon  this  salyeot.  And,  with  a  view  to  gen- 
eral legislation  npon  this  subject,  at  an  early  day 
of  the  present  session,  I  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted,  "  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  removal 
of  all  the  remnant  tribes  of  Indians,  within  the 
limits  of  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  this 
Union,  to  some  eligible  situation  west  of  the 
river  Mis6i88i[q>i." 

The  report  of  the  committee,  in  answer  to 
this  resolntjon,  has  long  since  been  made  to 
this  House,  and  is  altogether  favorable  to  the 
objects  embraced  in  the  resolution.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  I  was, 
however,  disposed  to  go  much  further  than  a 
mere  favorable  r^rt.  I  was  disposed  to  make 
ample  provimon  tor  carrying  into  full  effect  the 
emigration  plan,  and  di^  accordingly,  submit  a 
report  and  bill  to  the  committee,  in  lieu  of  Uie 
report  which  was  made  to  the  House.  But  the 
m^ority  of  the  oommittee  preferred  the  report 
made  to  the  House,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  aa- 
qnieece. 

But,  that  the  time  bos  arrived,  when  thia 
Government  roost  change  its  policy  in  relatioa 
to  the  Indians,  appears  to  me  so  plain,  so  clear, 
and  so  self-evident,  that  I  cannot  see  any  reason 
for  del^  or  hesitation.  From  the  commeno«- 
ment  of  this  Government,  that  is,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  this  Government  bos  assumed  and  ex- 
ercised an  almost  unlimited  control  over  the 
Indian  tribes  setUed  within  our  boundaries.  It 
has  assnmed  and  exercised  the  rig^t  of  legis- 
lating for  them,  in  all  their  most  important  in- 
terests. We  have  taken  the  gnarmanship  of 
them,  and'  treated  them  as  minors,  orphans, 


power  baa  heretofore  been  recognised  as  legiti- 
mate, and  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  In- 
dians, by  tlte  States,  and  by  foreign  oaiioni. 
But,  sir,  the  daj  has  already  arrived,  when  tbii 
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■Ute  of  tUngs  cannot  longer  exist.  The  in- 
efficient  coium  punned  hj  this  Qovenunent, 
Id  matten  in  which  one  of  the  6ttLt«s  btti  a 
deep  interest,  u  well  as  the  Indians,  has  weak- 
ened the  oonfidenc«  of  ttie  Indiana,  as  well  as 
the  State,  in  this  Govenuncnt,  to  an  extent 
"wbich  has  diqioged  all  the  parties  in  interest  to 
look  to  their  own  eovereignty  for  a  remedj  of 
the  evils  nader  which  they  are,  and  have  been 
laboring,  "  for,  lo,  these  man)'  jears." 

It  ia  known  to  every  gentleman  of  this  com-- 
mittee  that  mj  allaMons  are  directed  to  the 
■Ul«  of  things  existing  between  the  Stat«  of 
6«or]gia  and  the  Cherokee  Indian^  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  It  is  a  enb- 
ject,  dr,  which,  after  all  that  baa  tronroired,  I 
can  bat  ^>proach  with  relnotanee.  Bat,  as 
ooe  of  the  Kepreaentativea  of  that  State,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiiuia,  doty  impels  me  to  use  every  effort  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  present  Congress,  and 
of  the  naUon,  to  the  importaace  which  is 
neoesBarily  attached  to  this  Bob^ect.  I  feel  it 
my  dnty  to  warn  this  committee,  and  the 
natiao,  of  the  impending  evils  which  most 
neceaBorily  grow  ont  of  an  imbecile  course  00 
the  part  ot  this  Oovemment.  I  deem  it  to  be 
nnneceseary  to  ent«r  into  all  the  details  of  the 
compact,  entered  into  between  Georgia  and  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1803.  The  history 
of  that  transaction  seems  at  last  to  be  weU 
mtdentood  here,  and  everywhere  else.  I 
know  the  snbjeet  is  perfectly  onderstood  by 
every  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afi^ra ;  and  I  will  avail  m  vself  of  this  oppor- 
tnnity  to  add,  that  I  have  the  most  entire  con- 
fidence that  every  member  of  that  committee  are 
di^toeed  to  do  justice  to  Georgia,  as  well  aa  to 
the  Cherokee  Indians.  Indeed,  from  what  we 
daily  hear  &om  members  on  this  floor,  I  cannot 
donbt  bat  what  the  long-delayed  rights  of 
G«OTgia  npon  this  subject  have  gtuned  the 
attention  of  the  Bepresentativ'es  of  the  people 
ot  thia  nation— and  that  the  canse  of  ri^ht  and 
itf  jnstioe  will  nb  longer  be  ui^^  in  vam.  In 
relatiaa  to  the  compact  between  Georgia  and  the 
Genera]  Government,  entered  into  in  180S,  I 
will  briefly  state,  in  a  snmmary  way,  that 
vhenever  Georgia  haa  nrsed  the  ftilfllment  of 
tlus  compact,  the  TJnitea  States  have  never 
denied  the  deot,  but  nrKed  the  plea  of  inability 
— altegiDg  that  the  Indian  tiUe  could  not  be  ei- 
tingnished  "  upon  reasonable  and  peaceable 
terms."  Upon  the  other  hand,  Georgia  haa 
afi^ed,  and  oontinnea  to  allege,  that  the  very 
htip«dimenta  which  lie  in  the  way  of  eitln- 
gaishment,  have  been  produced  by  the  policy 
panned  by  the  United  States.  But  I  find,  rir, 
that  the  feeble  state  of  my  health  will  not 
idmit  of  my  extending  my  remarks  to  many 
important  details  which  I  had  intended  to  pre- 
sent to  thia  committee ;  I  will,  therefore,  agun 
advert  to  the  aotoal  state  of  things  in  rela- 
tiaa to  tba  Gberakee  Indians  at  the  present 
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Tbi  Cherokee  Indians,  who  piindpally  redde 


within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  have,  In  the 
course  of  the  past  year,  renewed  their  often- 
repeated  declaration,  that  they  will  never — no^ 
never— relinquish  their  present  possasrions. 
They  have  placed  this  declaration  in  a  constita- 
tional  form ;  and,  with  all  the  formality  of  a 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  they  have  set 
np  for  themselves.  They  not  only  disregard 
Georgia,  and  the  rights  of  Georgia,  but  Uiey 
have  actually  enacted  laws,  and  execute  them, 
too,  which  are  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  I  have  the  highest  anthor- 
ity  for  making  thia  statement,  which  I  will 
submit  to  the  committee. 

The  L^islatnre  of  Georgia,  at  ita  last 
sesnon,  have  extended  the  jifisdiotion  of  the 
criminal  laws  of  that  State  over  the  Cherokee 
country  lyinc  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and 
liBve  added  uie  country  to  the  former  counties 
of  the  State  of  Georgia.  And,  in  (he  State 
paper  of  Geor^a,  printed  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, (Ullledgeville,)  I,  thia  day,  see  the 
proclamation  of  Governor  Forsyth,  notifying 
all  persons  whom  it  may  ooncem,  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  LegiBlatore,  and  requir- 
ing obedience  and  reepect  to  its  provisions,  and 
execution  from  oitiaens  and  omcers  of  every 
srade  and  description.  Now,  mr,  what  most 
be  the  result  of  this  anomaly  of  three  separate 
and  distinct  Governments,  exercising  sovertign- 
ty  of  jnrisdiotion,  under  conflicting  laws  eua<£ed 
by  three  separate  and  distinct  legislatorea,  over 
the  same  people,  and  at  the  same  time  t  and,  in 
some  cases,  tnese  three  distinct  sovereign  legia- 
latnres  have  enacted  laws  npon  the  same 
identical  sabjects,  which  laws  do  not  harmonize 
'"  their  provirions. 
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conflict.  The  United  States  laws  prohibit  the 
iotrodnotion  of  spirits  into  the  nation,  and,  If 
introdnoed  by  a  citizen,  it  is  liable  to  oonfiaoa- 
tion,  with  all  his  packages  of  goods,  &c.,  the  one- 
half  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the 
Unit«d  States.  The  Cherokee  laws  prohibit  the 
introdaotion  of  spirits  also,  nnder  a  fine  or 
penalty  of  one  hondred  dollars,  and  a  forfeiture 
of  the  spirits — one-half  to  the  informer  and 
the  other  half  to  the  treasury  of  the  Cherokee 
nation.  The  laws  of  Georgia  do  not  prohibit 
the  sale  of  spirits  in  large  quantities  at  all ;  and 
those  who  wish  to  retail,  procure  a  license  from 
the  county  court  for  tnat  purpose.  Another 
similar  case  I  will  present  to  the  oommittM. 
The  United  States  law  prohibits  peddling  in  the 
nation,  or  selling  meivhandise  at  any  other 
than  the  places  designated  by  the  agent ;  and 
annexes  its  fines  and  forfeitures  for  a  violation 
of  the  law.  The  Cherokee  law  authorizes  any 
citizen  to  peddle  or  trade  where  they  plea 


the  officer  issuing  the  license.  The  laws  of 
Georgia  admit  of  no  peddling,  without  flrat 
obtuning  a  license,  for  which  the  applicant  pjm 
one  hnudred  dollars  a  year,  which  entitles  hun 
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to  peddle  and  vend  his  goods  anywhere  within 
the  limits  of  the  Stat«. 

This  state  of  things  csnnot  exist  r  something 
must  be  done,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the 
better.  It  is  high  time  these  onfortonate 
people  should  know  their  destiny  plainly  and 
poBitirely.  They  should  know  precisely  in 
what  rdotioD  they  do  stand  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  what  relation  tl>ey  do  stand  to 
the  pnticnlar  States  in  which  they  reside.  A 
state  of  suspense  is  the  worst  of  all  omelty 
that  con  be  exercised  towards  this  noble  race 
of  people.  K  they  ore  to  be  resigned  to  the 
States  and  the  State  laws,  I  call  npon  this  Con- 
gress to  tell  them  so.  If  we  determine  npon 
their  emigration  to  the  West,  the  sooner  tlte^ 
know  it  the  better,  that  they  may  send  their 
Calebs  and  Joshnas  to  search  ont  ud  Tiew  the 
promised  land :  for,  sitosted  as  they  now  ore, 
and  where  they  are,  there  is  no  rest  for  the  sole 
of  an  Indian  foot. 

Ur.  Warn  stid  he  felt  great  relootanoe,  at 
all  times,  in  troubling  the  Hoose  with  his 
remarks  on  any  sabject,  and  more  especially  at 
this  moment,  when  its  patience  must  be  ez- 
faansted  by  the  elaborate  discussion  of  the  bill 
nnder  oonuderatioD.  He  would  not  have  taken 
part  in  the  debate  on  the  present  motion.  If 
the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio  had  not  made  some 
obserrations  on  the  condition  of  the  Florida 
Indians,  and  suggested  a  mode  of  relief  which, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  grant.  Before  I  go  into  that  sub- 
Ject,  however,  sud  Mr.  W.,  I  will  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  singular  course  of  this  debate. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans  have 
reported  a  bill  for  the  Indian  service,  which, 
among  other  things,  provides  an  anpropriation 
of  money  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  send  exploring  parties  of 
Indians  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Uisaissippi  River,  to  examine  the  conntry.  This 
exploration  may,  or  may  not,  be  followed  by 
treaties  of  cession  of  their  lands  on  the  east 
side,  for  lands  on  the  other.  If  treaties  are 
formed  oonseqeent  npon  the  examination  made 
by  them,  it  mast  be  oy  their  own  consent,  so 
lonp  as  the  tTnited  States  pursue  their  present 
policy.  The  two  gentlemen  tram  Ohio  have 
discussed  this  question,  not  as  a  propoamon  to 
obtiun  information,  by  this  unfortunate  race, 
to  see  whether  their  oonditJon  may  not  be 
bettered,  by  an  exchange  from  their  present 
deplorable  situation,  to  one  more  oongenial  to 
their  natnre,  and  better  adapt«d  to  their  habits 
of  life.  They  appear  to  discnse  it  as  if  it  were 
a  proposition  for  their  removal,  wi&out  reelect 
to  their  inclinations  or  riehts.  One  motion  to 
strike  out  having  faUed,  die  gentleman  who  has 
addressed  the  House  with  so  much  zeal  and 
ability  to  day,  proposes  an  amendment  that 
none  of  the  Indians,  south  of  86  deg.  80  min. 
north  latitude,  shall  be  removed  north  of  that 
line.  Sir,  the  gentleman  well  knows  that  the 
United  States  own  but  a  small  portion  of  Terri- 
tory, if  any,  lonth  of  that  line,  whioh  is  not 


within  the  limits  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
If  he  supposes  that  we  do  not  understand  that 
the  object  of  his  amendment  is  to  destroy  the 
eSoet  of  the  appropriation,  he  gives  us  less 
credit  for  perspicacity,  than  we  accord  to  him. 
We  understand  this,  as  well  as  we  do  the  ulti- 
mate objects  he  has  in  view,  in  proposing  the 
amendment.  It  would  not  have  been  mistaken, 
if  something  about  the  formation  of  new  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  balance  of  power,  had 
not  fallen  from  him.  The  United  States  ore 
acknowledged  to  be  the  undisputed  owner  of  all 
the  Territory  north  of  ArkauBas,  and  west  of 
Missouri,  to  the  Kocky  MountaiiiB.  Kow,  sir, 
if  it  should  be  ascertained  that  the  miserable 
remnant  of  the  Aborigines  of  this  Continent 
could  find,  in  that  extensive  wilderness,  a  home 
remote  from  the  white  settiemento,  before  the 
advances  of  which  they  have  withered  and 
decayed,  ia  it  consistent  with  our  policy,  or 
that  longsighted  humanity  that  I  trust  will 
always  <£araoterize  the  course  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  prevent  them  from  enjoying  it,  upon 
mere  political  calculations  t  It  is  acknowledged, 
by  every  man  who  understands  any  thing  of 
our  Indian  relations,  that  they  are  more  indo- 
lent, vioioSs,  and  worthless,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  whites,  than  remote  from  tbem.  They  imi- 
tate all  the  bad  habits  of  the  worst  part  of  onr 
population.  They  are,  in  some  measure,  eman- 
'pated  from  the  restraint  of  their  own  Qovem- 
lent,  such  as  it  is,  by  the  facilities  afforded 
them  of  retreating  to  the  white  settiementa. 
They  lose  the  native  independence  of  the 
savage,  and,  instead  of  imitating  the  white 
man,  in  any  thing  which  is  proper,  they  lose  all 
energy,  become  drunkards  and  vagabonds,  and 
depend  more  on  Bteallns  from  the  whites,  to 
save  them  from  starvation,  than  the  chase. 
Whether  from  nature  or  habit,  their  indol^ice 
in  every  dtuation  is  invmcible,  except  only  In 
the  pursuits  of  their  fathers  handed  down  to 
them  by  tradition.  I  need  not  tell  this  Hoiue 
that  their  subustence  is  derived  from  hunting 
principally,  and  as  their  hunting  grounds  are 
diminished,  by  the  encroachments  of  the  white 

Kpolation  in  the  State,  that  their  diminution 
a  been  in  the  same  ratio ;  and  all  concur  that, 


away — no  one  ci  ,  „.^  - 

is,  how  is  this  doom  to  be  averted  t  The  pres- 
ent policy  must  result  in  their  annihilation. 
Is  it  better  to  pursue  the  course  recommended 
by  that  excellent  man  and  profound  statesman 
the  kte  President  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
result  of  his  matured  eiperienoSj  to  colonize 
them  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  leave 
them  the  annoyance  of  their  neighbors,  in 
their  peiiahing  condition,  where  Uiey  now 
are  t  Are  the  benevolent  objecta  proposed  for 
the  Indians  themselves,  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
your  citizens,  in  the  States  where  they  are^ 
the  rights  of  property,  the  protection  the  Gov- 
ernment is  bound  to  affiiid  to  the  persona  and 
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■  coauterbalAnced  bj 
tfae  proqteot  trf  mnhiplTing  new  States  and 
Tenitoriu  west  of  the  IGiaisdppi  t  This  ia 
tbe  tnw  qnestion.  Th«re  is  do  dugaising  it. 
Bir,  I  cannot  beliere  that  a  mtflority  of  thia 
Hoase  ean  leave  the  moat  ezposeo  part  of  the 
TFtdtod  State*  sabject  to  the  constant  annoyance 
and  depredatiooB  of  thia  half-starved  erratic 
race,  and  readj,  at  all  times,  to  be  operated 
ttpon  by  a  fin^^  enemr  to  destroy  oar  fron- 
tiw  tettJementa,  Notwithstanding  the  evils  of 
vUflh  we  JnatI y  complain,  and  the  strong  claim 
we  hare  on  the  QoTermnent,  to  change  their 
poUojr  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  this  bill  only 
{vopoaea  to  ftimish  the  means  of  an  examina- 
tion, for  their  own  benefit  and  for  ours.  For 
one,  I  tliink  the  praotioe  of  negotiating  with 
|iwli«n»  a  solemn  orce.  I  think  it  is  onr  right 
Mtd  Ota-  duty  to  assert  the  superiority  which  all 
dTitised  nations  have  ezerdsed  over  savage;  and 
with  that  -view,  I  introdBood  a  resolution,  two 
yMnagOyinatrnoling  the  committee  to  Inqaire 
into  the  ezpedieni^  irf  snUeoting  the  Indians  to 
our  abeohite  MOitru.  ItUnkthatoiightnowto 
be  the  oonrse,  and  let  onr  legislation  be  dic- 
tated by  humanity.  They  arei,  and  onght  to 
be,  ooimdered  minors,  and  governed  as  snch. 
Of  tluB,  however,  it  is  not  proper  here  now  to 
^eak.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Woods,) 
npon  the  amendment  be  proposed,  took  oooa- 
don  kindly  to  suggest  to  me  a  rdief  for  the 
florida  Indians,  by  restoring  to  them  the 
ooontry  they  had  prior  to  the  late  treaty,  I  do 
not  doubt  his  sinoerity,  and  am  perfectly  sads- 
fted  he  wonld  be  glad  to  see  the  conntry 
icatored  to  them.  K  he  means  Uie  oonntry 
owned  by  them  by  any  title,  absolnta  or  qoali- 
flad,  sach  aa  other  Indians  possess  wiUiin  onr 
UnUs,  my  anawer  is,  that  nothing  wonld  be 
rertored  to  them.  If  tlie  MnUeman  weans  the 
laads  over  whioh  they  hnnted,  and,  in  one 
naac^  ooettpiad,  before  that  treaty,  I  answer, 
that  yon  wonld  restMv  to  them  tbe  whole 
covDtty  betwara  Fensaoola  and  the  St  Johns, 
■bast  three  hundred  and  flfl?  milee  in  extent. 
If  Um  Indiana  were  the  owners  of  all  thia 
ewmtry,  how  did  the  United  States  ever  oom- 
nit  the  egregbios  foUy  of  n^otiatin^  wiUk 
flpaia  (toe  itt  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  who 
iHt  addresMd  the  oommittet^  (Ur.  YiiiToa',)  has 
MBis  more  into  det^  as  to  the  Floxida  Indians. 
Ha  has  hedged  Uoiself  to  introdnee  a  reaoln- 
tkn  reqidring  tlie  Oommittee  on  Indian  Afffdra 


tA  nfiTobalion,  to  the  manner  in  which  tiiat 
maty  was  negtrtiated  and  carried  into  exeon- 
tion.  Hda  is  not  the  firat  time  that  thia  snljjeot 
has  bMO  Introdnoed  faerc^  and  I  feel  it  dne  to 
the  Tenitory  I  represent,  and  to  myaelf,  to  give 
■omaezplaaatitm  of  the  matter.  If  the  gentle- 
mn  baa  refbrred  to  the  doooments  conunnnl- 
aated  to  Ccmgress  on  the  38th  of  January, 
IBS>,  uid  among  the  Exeontdve  papers  of  the 
Mtoid  winn  df  th«  Seventeenth  Oongreas,  he 


would  have  seen  a  very  different  picture  of 
these  Indiana,  tlian  that  presented  to  him  br 
some  ofBcer  to  whom  he  allnded.  If  he  wiU 
look  to  the  official  reports  of  the  ageote  then 
charged  with  this  bnsineAB^  he  will  find,  that, 
instead  of  being  a  contented,  happy,  and  indna- 
trioQs  people,  ttiat  they  are  represented  to  be 
"  very  poor,  very  lazy,  and  great  be^ars," 
loving  the  English,  and  hating  Uie  Americans ; 
"  as  lawless  freebooters,  among  whom  rmiaway 
slaves  find  a  refuge,"  and  to  have  been  gov- 
erned by  the  negroes  among  them.  They  were 
farther  represented,  so  early  as  1821,  when 
Florida  was  sarrendered  to  Ute  United  States, 
and  long  before  that  time,  in  possession  of  that 
vast  extent  of  conntry  on  the  northern  coast  of 
the  Golf  of  Mexico,  with  all  its  game,  to  have 
been  reduced  to  great  extremities  for  the  want 
of  food,  and  to  have  plundered  the  frootiw 
setUements  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Tbe 
gentleman,  after  having  presented  this  view  to 
Uie  House,  states  (hat  he  is  informed  that,  since 
the  treaty  was  forced  npon  them,  about  1,600 

C  annum  have  died  of  starvation.  I  do  not 
iw  from  whence  this  information  was  da- 
rived,  but  I  am  informed,  upon  good  authority, 
that  their  number  has  not  diminished  more 
than  five  hundred  «nce  the  treaty,  whioh  il 
four  years  gone  by,  and  a  part  of  them  have 
returned  to  the  Oreek  nation,  from  which  they 
were  fogitivea,  and  the  others  have  perished 
for  want  of  food.  If  the  sufmcstions  of  the 
Governor  of  Florida,  Gen.  Jadison,  m  16S1,  ' 
had  been  adopted,  the  people  of  that  conntry 
wonld  have  been  saved  their  present  grievsnc«« 
<m  this  account,  and  the  humanity  of  some  per- 
sona would  not  have  been  shooked  by  the  speo- 
tAde  aUuded  to.  He  recommended  that  the 
Greeks  who  had  run  away  from  their  naticm, 
during  the  war,  should  all  be  compelled  to  re- 
turn, and  that  the  natives  of  the  conntry 
shomd  be  disposed  of  as  jostice  and  humanity 
might  dictate.  He  recommended  that  all  of 
them  should  be  removed  from  the  coontry. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  title  of  the  abo- 
riginal Indians  to  any  portion  of  Florida,  whioh 
I  shall  examine  presently,  no  one  can  pretend 
tiiat  the  fugitive  Creeks,  under  UeQueen  and 
Francis,  who  run  into  that  country  under  the 
enticements  of  British  agents,  to  oontinne  the 
war,  became  proprietors  of  the  soil.  When 
Uie  Indians  called  on  General  Jackson,  he  de- 
manded the  number  and  names  of  their  town^ 
and  the  population  of  each,  and  from  what 
parts  of  tbe  conntry  they  removed ;  which 
was  given,  and  communicated  in  the  documents 
I  have  menijoned.  After  enumerating  a  nnm- 
ber  of  towns,  Uiere  is  this  emphatic  declara- 
tion, to  which  I  invite  the  attention  of  the 
gentieman :  "  The  greater  part  of  all  these  fled 
from  the  upper  Greeks,  when  peace  was  given 
to  that  nation."  These  are  that  peaceful,  hap- 
py, contented,  and  prosperous  people,  whose 
violated  rights  excites  so  much  commiseration 
— and  yet,  these  fugitivee,  freebooters,  and 
vagabonds,  who  did  not  preteod,  in  the  pre*- 
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«iice  of  General  Jackson,  to  cldm  sdj  lands 
whatever,  bat  threw-  themBelves  on  his  clemea- 
o;,  on  the  mercy  of  the  GoverDment,  are  par- 
ties to  this  trestj.  Bnt,  air,  to  recur  to  the 
title  of  the  Florida  Indians — I  mean  the  na- 
tives :  They  are  the  fragnenta  of  aevortU  tribes, 
which  bave  more  nearly  approiiiaated  that 
destiny  to  which  all  seem  to  be  doomed — final 
extinction — unless  thej  are  removed  to  the 
west  of  the  Misdsdppi.  What  clEum  they  bad, 
is  difSonlt  to  be  determined.  The  Spanish 
Government,  it  is  believed,  never  acknowl- 
edged any  absolnte  ownership  in  the  Indians 
witMn  the  limits  of  their  provinces.  They 
have  gone  somewhat  farther  than  we  have  in 
limiting  their  rights.  The  United  Stat«s,  by 
their  act  of  disfranchisement,  have  declared  all 
Bales  of  the  Indians,  only  to  themselves,  void, 
and  it  may  be  asserted,  that  their  policy,  like 
tiiat  of  moat  Governments,  was  r^plated  by 
their  power.  In  1T64,  shortly  after  the  retro- 
oession  by  the  British  Gkivemment  of  the  Flor- 
idas  to  Spain,  a  treaty  was  formed  between  the 
Indians  then  in  Florida,  and  bis  Catholic  Maj- 
esty, in  which  they  are  incorporated  as  Span- 
iah  subjects,  promised  allegiance,  and  are  to  be 
protected  in  the  lands  they  occupy,  which  was 
eonatmed,  afterwards,  by  Spain,  to  be  their 
fimns  and  villages,  to  be  nanfrnotnary  interest, 
and  they  tenants  at  will  of  the  Spanish  king, 
and  any  sale  bf  theirs  withont  the  assent  of 
the  Spanish  anthorities,  wonid  be  a  relinqniah- 
ment  of  possessian,  and  not  soil.  Spain  per- 
mitted them  to  sell,  in  several  instances,  the 
lands  they  occnpied,  but  the  sales  were  of 
oonrse  to  be  ratified  by  the  legitimate  aiitiior- 
itiea  of  the.  king,  which  demonstrates  that  it 
was  a  title  tub  mode.  When  these  documents 
were  sabmitted  to  this  Honse,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Indian  Afiurs,  they  made  a 
report  declaring  their  opinion,  that,  as  a  na- 
tion, the  Indians  owned  no  landa  in  Florida — 
that  they  were  incorporated  as  Spanish  snb- 
JectB,  and,  like  all  others,  coold  obtain  grants. 
This  report  was  then  concurred  in.  I  admit 
that  the  instmctiona  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  which  the  treaty  was  n^otiated,  was  a 
partial  recognition  of  some  right  in  them ;  bnt, 
whether  absolnte,  qoalified,  or  possessory,  is 
not  indicated.  If  the  view  taken  by  General 
Jackson,  and  by  the  Committee  of  Indian 
Affairs,  be  correct,  we  were  not  boond  to  ne- 
gotiate with  them  at  all.  They  were  the  sub- 
jects of  legislation,  not  of  treaty.  Whatever 
^versity  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  natnre 
and  extent  of  the  title  of  the  natives,  however, 
no  one  will  pretend  that  these  fugitive  Creeks, 
by  seeking  a  hiding-place  in  Florida  to  carry 
on  the  war,  had  any  right  of  soil — and  yet  they 
are  there ;  and  we  are  asked  to  restore  them  to 
their  rights,  or  to  extend  tii6  northern  limit  of 
the  treaty  among  onr  own  population,  for  their 
benefit.  Spun  ceded  the  provinces  to  the 
United  States  In  full  property.  They  had  no 
right,  before  we  held  a  treaty  with  them :  that 
treaty  gives   them  fbur   milliona  thirty-two 


thoosand  aorea  of  land.    It  is  reported  thej 

cannot  live  within  the  boundary ;  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Congress  to  ext«nd  it ;  the 
bill  failed,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  after  the  a>^onm- 
ment  of  Congress,  npon  the  application  of  the 
agent,  removed  the  line  so  far  north,  as  to 
cover  twenty  thousand  acres  of  sugar  land, 
npon  a  part  of  which  there  are  private  rrants 
made  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States,  I  have  said  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Oongreea  to  extend  this 
line.  There  is  no  good  land  between  the  pres- 
ent limit  and  the  Georgia  line,  that  it  is  not 
covered  by  Spanish  grants,  the  most  of  whioh 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  United  Btatee. 
The  treaty  with  Spain,  prior  in  date,  binda  the 
United  States  to  confirm  them,  and  the  Coosti- 
totion  of  the  United  States  protects  the  rights 
of .  individuals  against  any  power  nnder  this 
Government.  These  claims  are  confirmed  by 
act  of  Congress,  and  I  ask.  what  authority  we 
have  to  extend  an  Indian  boundary  over  the 
land  of  an  individual,  whose  right  is  fortified 
by  trea^,  by  the  constitution,  and  by  our  own, 
law  t  The  deplorable  condition  to  wbich  these 
Indians  have  sometimes  been  reduced,  cannot 
be  asortbedto  the  small  quantity  of  land  which 
they  have.  It  has  its  origin  in  other  causes. 
The  only  articles  ever  cultivated  by  them,  or 
most  generally  cultivated,  ara  com  and  peas, 
and  neither  the  soil  nor  climate  is  adapted  to 
that  cultivation.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce that,  nnder  this  article  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  this  Government  is  alleged  to  bars 
power  to  remove  this  line,  if  it  were  removed 
up  to  the  limits  of  Georgia  there  would  not  be 
good  land  enough,  under  their  modes  of  cul- 
ture, or  habits  of  life,  to  supply  that  number 
of  man  with  a  sufBcient  quantity  of  com ;  and 
yet,  with  the  economy,  care,  and  skill,  of  ft 
well-informed  agrionlturist,  a  few  thousand 
acres  of  such  land  as  we  have  west  of  the  Mia- 
sissippi,  would  supply  their  wants.  Yon  must 
produce  a  radical  reform  in  their  habits,  a  rev- 
olution  of  their  modes  of  life,  before  they  ■will 
live  by  agricnltnre  anywhere ;  and  the  difScnl- 
ties  are  always  increased,  as  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate interpose  harriers  to  sndi  an  object.  The 
Indian  population  in  the  Floridoa  is  abont  foor 
thousand.  The  agents,  in  the  documents  re- 
ferred to,  say  that  two-tiiirds  are  Creeks — the 
most  of  whom  fied  at  the  period  I  have  advert- 
ed to,  and  others  for  bad  condnct ;  and  I  should 
be  satlsfled  to  restore  these  to  their  fbrmer 
country — I  mean  the  Creek  lands ;  or  to  incor- 
porate the  whole  with  the  emigrating  part?, 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  do. 
I  intended  to  have  said  something  more  on  the 
Bul^eot  of  their  colonization,  but  am  admon- 
ished, by  the  lateneaa  of  the  hour,  of  the  im- 
propriety of  going  into  that  now.  I  will  only 
say  that  I  conaider  it  required  by  policy,  Jus- 
tice, and  humanity.  It  is  alike  due  'to  our- 
selves, and  to  the  Indians ;  and  I  trust  the  d^ 
is  not  distant,  when  the  plui  of  that  practical 
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■UleamMt  and  benevolent  man  who  is  the  an- 
Oior  of  it.  mtkj  be  CArried  Into  ezecation. 

[Here  tUe  coiunuttee  roee,  and  reported  the 
Ul  to  the  Honae.] 

TmTBSi>i.T,  February  SI. 
Neady  the  whole  of  this  da;  was  ipent  in 
diacnstdng  the  several  affleudments  offered  in 
Cixiiiniu«e  of  the  Whole  to  the  MUitarj  Ap- 
propriation Bill.  The  hill  was  finally  onlared 
to  a  third  reading. 

Batubdat,  Febraary  28, 
7A«  Claim  tf  Mr.  Meade. 

Ur.  Etxbitt  moved  that  the  Hoiue  now  go 
into  C(»iuiiitt«e  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  for 
the  relief  of  Riohsrd  W.  Ueade,  [who  claims 
nearly  halfamillion  of  dollars,  being  the  amount 
of  hie  dwnand  upon  the  SpsuiBh  Qoveriunent, 
acknowledged  and  liquidated  by  that  Govern- 
nnt,  but  not  allowed  by  the  American  Board 
rf  COTnmisBioDers  onder  the  Florida  treaty,  for 
want  of  the  original  docnmentary  testimony,  all 
rf  irliicb  was  in  Spain,  The  hill  proposes  to 
■npower  the  Attomey-Qeneral  of  the  United 
fttfaa,  and  any  two  of  the  anditoin,  to  examine 
and  decide  npon  this  clum,  onder  the  same 
mlea,  and  according  to  the  same  principles,  as 
were  observed  by  the  OommimioneiB  under  the 
Eltxida  IVeatv,  in  examining  and  deciding  npon 
other  cWms.]  The  motion  prevailed— ^yee 
M,noM  S7. 

Ur.  EvuKrT  stated  that  this  bill  wa«  ac- 
companied by  a  report,  and  a  selection  of  doo- 
nment^  fWim  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
Eiin.  These  papers  had  been  for  some  time  on 
the  tables  of  gentlemen,  and  were,  at  any  rate, 
too  Tcdominona  to  be  read.  He  would  en- 
dtsvor  briefly  to  state  to  the  oommittee  the 
teadiug  facts  and  points  of  the  case,  reserving 
to  himself  and  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  associated,  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affurs,  an  opportonity  of 
htfeaftfr  submitting  snoh  further  views  and 
'"  '~i  its  merits,  as  the  coarse  of  the 


n  mi^t  reqnire.  This  important 
Interestiiig  clum,  (oontinned  Mr.  E.,)  aritee,  as 
is  doobtlese  well  known  to  the  oominittee,  nn- 
dor  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  between  the 
OoTemmenta  of  the  Unit«d  States  and  Spain, 
whkhwasagnedontheaadofFebniary,  1819. 
Hegotiationa  of  on  exceedingly  oomplioated, 
protracted,  and,  I  may  add,  vexations  charaa- 
ter,  had  snbsisted  between  the  two  Qovern- 
Bsnta,  for  a  long  course  of  years.  Tarions  de- 
Biaada  and  pretensions  were  advanced  on  either 
ride :  and  uio  long-deeired  acoommodation  and 
ssttlement  were  floallj  efi^ted,  by  a  mntnal 
Rnnndation  of  several  of  these  demands,  re- 
mctivdy,  on  die  part  of  the  two  Govemmenta 
Mr  tfaenwelvea  and  on  behalf  of  their  dtiiens 
tnd  ioltteeta.  The  rennnoiation,  by  the  United 
States,  of  olaima  against  Sptin,  was  expressed 
B  five  qwciflcatlons  in  the  ninth  artide  of  tlie 
bMty.    Ilia  four  firat  o(  tlieee  q>ecifioationa 


extend  to  classes  of  matters  capable  by  their 
nature  of  being  particularized  as  such  i  and  the 
fifth  extends  to  "all  claimB  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  ui>on  the  Oovemmeot  of  Spain, 
statements  of  which,  solioiting  the  interposition, 
of  the  Government  of  the  tfnited  States,  have 
been  presented  to  the  Department  of  State,  or 
to  the  Uiniater  of  the  United  States  In  Spain, 
since  the  date  of  the  oonvention  of  1802,  and 
nntil  the  signature  of  this  treaty." 

The  oommittee  perceive  that  no  description 
coold  be  more  broad,  as  respects  the  nature  of 
the  clums.     It  carries  with  it  bnt  two  limita- 


tions, neither  of  which  touches  the  orisin 
source  of  the  claims.  It  requires  only 
they  M  within  Angnst  11th,  1603,  and 


that 


mary  22,  1819,  and  that  statements  of  them 
solieitins  the  interposition  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Statee,  shonld  have  been  pre- 
sented either  at  the  Department  of  State,  or  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spain. 
This  is  the  main  foundation  of  Mr.  Mode's 
claim.  All  the  demands,  of  which  it  is  made 
n[>,  as  proposed  to  be  provided  for  by  the  com- 
mittee, arose  after  the  date  of  the  convention  of 
1803,  and  prior  to  the  signature  of  the  treaty 
of  1819,  and  statements  of  it,  solioiting  Hie  in- 
terposition of  the  Government  of  the  United 
St^es,  had  been  presented  both  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  In  Spun,  and  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  in  this  country ;  to  the  lat- 
ter, a  short  time  before  the  signatnre  of  the 
treaty,  and  with  the  express  purpose  of  thus 
fblfiliing  what  it  was  supposed  misht  be  a  pre- 
liminary condition,  necessary  to  its  beiiw  in- 
cluded in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  Tbeee 
facts  (said  Hr.  Fvehbtt)  are  sobatantiated  In 
the  papers  appended  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  wnioh  I  will,  therefore,  only  in  gen- 
eral refer. 

It  may  be  added,  though  I  wontd  not  admit, 
in  all  oases,  this  riila  of  interpretation  of  trea- 
ties, that  it  has  been  declared  by  the  two  func- 
tionaries who  negotiated  the  treaty — by  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  (now 
the  Chief  Magistrate,}  and  by  Don  Onis,  the 
Representative  of  the  Spanish  Government — 
that  Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  understood,  and 
intended  by  them  to  be  included  noder  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty.  This  fact,  therefore, 
may  be  assumed  as  certain. 

Wha^  then,  was  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  ti^aty  for  those  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  whose  claim  to  relief  from  Spun  had 
been  renounoed  f  It  was  as  follows :  A  toad 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  was  provided  by  the 
Umted  States  in  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  in  order  to  make  satisfaction  to 
their  citizens  for  tlie  ol^ms  against  Spain, 
which  had  been  renounced.  To  asoertun  the 
amount  and  validity  of  thcee  claims,  a  Board  of 
three  Oonunissioners  was  provided  for,  to  be 
^tpointed  bv  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  which 
Board,  within  the  space  of  three  years  from 
tlie  time  of  their  first  meeting,  shoidd  receive, 
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ae,  and  decide  upon  tbe  amount  and  VB- 
lidity  of  all  the  claimB,  included  within  the  de- 
BCrtptions  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  treatf . 

&&.  Ueade  was  among  tlie  earliest  of  the 
claimants  who  applied  for  relief  to  the  Board 
thoa  constituted.  In  Jannaiy,  1822,  he  pre- 
sented liis  oase  to  them,  by  a  memoriaL  setting 
forth  the  principal  facU  contained  in  it;  and, 
in  the  dose,  Bubinitting  two  qneEtions  to  the 
Board ;  first,  "  Whether  hia  claims  be  not 
clearly  comprehended  in  the  list  of  Tennnda- 
tionB  declared  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  t—and,  second- 
ly, whether,  being  bo  comprehended,  yonr  me- 
morialist be  not  entitled  to  a  substantire  and 
full  satis&ction  of  his  daim,  whatever  may  be 
the  pro  rata  allowance  to  the  general  mass  of 
the  claimants,  out  of  the  q«dfio  taai  provided 
by  the  treaty!" 

The  oommisdoQers  aMtear  at  first  to  have 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  cldms  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  growing  out  of  contracts 
with  the  Spanish  Oovemment,  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  provided  for  by  the  treaty ;  and 
as  a  considerable  part  of  itr.  Ueade's  claim, 
and  of  other  claims  grew  out  of  scch  contracts, 
Uiey  were  at  first  disposed  to  reject  them  on 
that  ground.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  a  large 
amount  of  property  might  he  affected  by  snch  a 
decision,  and,  still  more,  as  it  mi^t  posdbly  in- 
volve the  good  faith  of  the  Doited  States, 
pledged  by  the  treaty  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  dtizens  of  the  United  States, 
the  commissioners  addressed  an  offloial  in<jniry 
to  the  Secretory  of  State  (who  had  negotiated 
the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States) 
whether  claims  founded  on  contracts  were  in- 
tended  to  be  exclnded.  By  direction  of  the 
President,  the  Secretary  of  State  Tetnrned  an 
answer  in  the  negative,  and  Informed  the  com- 
missioners, that,  "  in  providing  for  the  claims 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Spain, 
by  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819,  it 
was  not  understood  nor  intended  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  nor,  as  is  be- 
lieved, by  the  other  party  to  the  treaty,  that 
claims  arising  ftx>m  oontract,  as  they  existed 
at  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  should  be  ez- 
duded  from  the  benefit  of  the  treaty." 

The  Board  had  likewise  submitted  to  them, 
evidence  equally  authentic,  that  snch  was  the 
opinion  of  the  other  party  to  the  treaty,  vii : 
the  Spanish  Uinister  and  the  Government 
which  he  represented.  They  accordingly  de- 
cided, on  the  37th  of  June,  1622,  that  ]fr. 
Meade's  memorial  should  be  "received,"  as 
one  reciting  a  cldm  which  was  conddered  as 
b^ng  indnded  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
This  term  "received,"  it  is  to  be  observed,  is 
a  teohnicol  term,  as  used  by  the  Board,  and 
was  applied  to  claims  which  were  admit^  to 
be  examined  and  liquidated ;  among  those  pro- 
vided for  by  the  treaty.  And  in  tiia  sense  of 
the  word,  the  commisdoners,  after  due  advise- 
ment, as  already  stated,  received  the  memorial 
of  Ur.  Meade.    This  was  the  first  qneation,  pro- 


his  memi^rial,  settled  to  hia  a 


ponnde 
faction. 

Touching  the  second  point,  viz :  the  amotmt 
of  his  claim,  and  the  evidence  neoeeeary  to  es- 
tablish it,  difBculties  unfortunately  aroae,  wiiich 
have,  thus  far,  resulted  in  depriving  Ur.  Ueade 
of  all  benefit  of  the  treaty,  and  which  conati- 
tnte  a  ease  of  extraordinary  hardship.  Ur, 
Ueade's  claims  on  Spun,  condsted  of  several 
items,  accruing  at  different  periods,  and  com- 
plicated by  partial  setlJements,  by  delayed  pay- 
ments, by  demands  for  persond  injuries,  and 
(in  pomt  of  fhot,  not  of  Justice)  by  the  polilica] 
events  of  the  time.  He  had  prosecuted  bis 
suit  for  a  final  adjustment  and  settlement  of 
these  claims,  by  the  Spanish  Government,  fbr 
several  years,  and  with  various  sacoees,  amidst 
the  vezatious  delays  too  apt  to  attend  the  ad- 
justment and  settlement  of  large  private  daims, 
under  all  Govemmente;  aggravated,  in  the 
present  case,  by  the  embarrassed  condition  of 
the  Spanish  monsrohy.  At  the  period  of  the 
siguahire  of  the  Florida  treaty,  Mr.  Ueade's 
clsjm  was  in  snit,  befbre  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, but  still  anliqnidated.  The  efforts  of 
Ur.  Ueade  were,  however,  continued,  without 
abatement,  till,  at  length,  on  the  19th  of  Uay, 
1620,  the  Spanish  Government,  alter  a  moat 
deliberate  and  solemn  examination,  aooordins 
to  its  own  approved  official  forms,  conduded 
the  atUnstment  and  liqaidation  of  theee  daima, 
and  acknowledged  itsdf  indebted  to  Mr.  Ueade, 
on  his  own  account,  in  the  sum  of  878,S79  dol- 
lars, induding  therein,  a  sum  of  7C,O0O  doUara 
as  damagea  and  lossea,  arialDg  &om  wrongful 
imprisonment ;  and,  on  account  of  the  debta 
due  to  him  as  the  agent  of  others,  117,5)78  dol- 
lars, (omitting  parts  of  a  dollar  in  each  sum  ^ 
and  granted  to  him  a  certificate,  under  the 
hand  of  the  royal  Commisdonero  of  liquida- 
tion, of  the  Uinister  of  Finanoe,  and  onder  tiie 
Boyal  seat,  acknowledging  the  sud  debts  ao- 
cordingly. 

It  was  in  this  form  of  liquidation  and  ao- 
knowledgment,  by  the-  Spanish  Gov^nment, 
that  Ur.  Ueade  presented  bis  ddm  to  the 
American  Board  of  CommissionerH  nnder  the 
Florida  treaty,  soliciting  the  substantive  and 
Aill  allowance  and  payment  of  the  same. 

The  Board  of  Cmnmissioners,  howevw,  took 
a  diflbrent  view  of  the  oase.  They  were  au- 
thorized to  allow  and  pay  only  snob  cldms  as 
were  renounced  in  the  treaty ;  and  the  renon- 
dations  in  the  treaty  were  bounded  In  time  by 
the  day  of  the  signature,  viz:  SSd  of  February, 
1810.  Oonsidering  the  Royal  Spanish  certificate, 
therefore,  as  creating  in  itadf  a  daim,  it  was  in- 
admisaible,  under  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  bfr- 
caose  it  bore  date  more  than  a  year  snbaeqnent  to 
the  dgnature  of  tbe  treaty.  Oonsidering  it  only 
as  evidence  of  the  amount  and  rdidity  of  claims 
existing  pre vions  to  the  dgnature  of  the  treat;,  it 
was  inadmissible,  because  the  American  B<>iLrd 
of  Commissioners  was  the  only  tribund,  dothed 
with  power,  by  tlie  treaty,  "  to  decide  apon 
the  amotmt  aad  validity  of  the  olaims,"  «y><i 


"to  he«r  uid  examine,  od  oath,  eveTj  qaestii 
'  relative  lo  the  said  olaims,  and  to  receive  i 
■aitabla  rathentfo  testiroon?  oonoeming  the 
tame."  In  the  diacharge,  Uierefore,  (M  the 
doty,  under  the  stipnlationa  of  the  treaty,  aad 
in  Jnatice  to  all  the  other  clslmanta,  whose  de- 
mands were  aabjected  to  the  aame  oideal,  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  on  the  S7th  of  Jnne, 
1B93,  at  the  same  time  that  they  received  Hi. 
Weade'a  memorial,  as  reciHug  a  claim,  within 
the  provinons  of  the  treat1^  rqeoted  the  Boyal 
^Mniah  oertifieate,  as  evitf"" —  "'  '*"  "—"■■* 
•nd  validity. 

The  decieioD  threw  on  }fr.  Ueftde  the  neoee- 
utf  of  »wt^>Mlahing  the  amoont  and  validity  of 
hie  claim,  hy  procaring  the  original  vouchers 
&t»n  Spain.  Anticipating,  from  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  already  mentioned,  that 
Ota  commisaionera  wonid  reject  the  Royal 
Spanish  certificate,  Mr,  Meade  had  already,  in 
April,  182S,  addreaaed  a  letl«r  to  Ifr.  Andnaga, 
the  repreeent^ve  of  Spain  in  this  country, 
■{^rimng  him  of  the  fact  of  the  probable  re- 
jection of  the  certiflcatee,  and  praying  him  "  to 
tacome  my  (Mr.  Meade's)  mediator  with  hie 
Oatfaidio  Ibueaty,  to  obtain  for  me  all  the  docn- 
raenta,  voncners,  and  evidence^  whatsoever,  in 
the  paeaeBson  and  mider  the  control  of  Spain, 
a)q>ertuning  to  my  demands,  that  I  may  pre- 
pare them  in  case  of  need  for  exhibition  to  the 

It  may  here  be  observed,  as  appears  by  the 
Nme  letter  of  Mr.  Meade,  tbs.t  the  origuial 
Ttmchera  and  dooamenta,  by,which  many  of  his 
demands  were  sopported,  had  been  delivered 
vp  by  him  to  the  Spanish  Oovenmient,  upon  a 
larnial  reqniirition  to  that  effect ;  and  that,  in 
some  instances,  the  records  and  papers  of  cer- 
tain at  the  Spamsh  officers  flimished  material 
evidence  npon  the  snbject.  It  is  also  farther 
Ttrj  important  to  be  observed,  that,  by  the 
devmth  article  of  the  treaty,  It  was  provided 
asfoHows:  "that the SpsnidtGovemmentshall 
foniidi  all  snob  documents  and  elncidations  as 
mv  be  in  their  poeseesion,  for  the  a^nst- 
ramt  of  the  said  olauna,  according  to  principles 
of  jnsdoe,  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  stipnla- 
ttooa  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  partiee  of 
the  37th  of  October,  I79B." 

Mr.  Andoaga,  the  tfinister  of  Spain,  appears 
to  have  oommnnioated  to  his  Government  the  re- 
neet  for  vondierB,  thus  made  by  Mr.  Meade,  in 
A|»il,  1BS2,  and  in  October,  1833,  in  answer  to  a 
teemid  letter  from  Hr.  Meadei  to  the  same  purport 
as  his  first,  Mr.  Andtiaga,  taking  a  ttna  somewhat 
krf^,  it  mnst  be  confessed,  wrote  a  latter  to  Mr. 
Header  in  which  he  stated,  "  that  the  Spanish 
Government  will  regard  aa  a  serioos  insnit,  that 
what,  in  Spdn,  is  adcnowledged  as  most  sacred 
nd  reqwetable,  shonld  here  be  prononnoed  of  no 
valiw ;  that  it  will  liever  consent  to  have  qnes- 
tioiied  the  legality  and  parity,  with  which  your 
Bqoidation  was  made,  and  which  is  accompanied 
by  aD  the  marks  of  aotbentidty  which  it  can 
give  it ;  and,  in  fine,  though  it  should  be  practi- 
taUe  to  re-unite    all   the   doonments,    upon 
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which  that  liqnidation  was  made,  his  Oatholio 
M^esty  knows  too  well  what  is  due  to  hia  own 
digiuty,  to  the  reputation  of  bis  Miniaters,  and 
to  the  integrity  of  bis  tribunals,  to  consent  that 
a  foreien  commissioa  ahaU  daem  itself  an- 
thorized  to  revise  their  decrees." 

Alter  recdving  this  reply  from  the  Spanish 
Uiniater,  Me.  Meade  addressed  anotber  memo- 
rial to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  informing 
them  of  the  attempt  which  he  had  made  to 
procare  his  vonohers  from  Spain,  and  of  its 
tailare;  expresnng  the  hope,  that,  in  his  f^nre^ 
and  nader  the  circumstaQces  of  the  case,  the 
Board  would  not  persist  in  eonsidering  as  in- 
admissible the  Spanish  certificate  of  liqnidation ; 
but,  in  the  event  that  the;  should  persist  in  so 
considering  it,  soliciting  their  interposition  to 
procure  a  formal  demand  of  the  vouchers,  to 
be  made  by  the  American  Government  on  the 
Government  of  Sptun,  oonfonnably  with  the 
stipnlatiiHis  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty. 

The  Board  per^sted  in  considering  the  Span- 
ish certificate  of  liquidation  as  instdmis^ble; 
bat  acceded  to  Mr.  Meade's  request,  that  a 
formal  demand  of  the  original  papers  should  be 
asked  by  the  Board  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  throngh  that  Government, 
l>e  made  on  Spain.  Accordingly,  on  the  ]8th 
of  April,  1828,  Ibe  commisBionera  forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  a  specific  list  of  the 
documents  and  elnddationa  required  by  Mi". 
Meade,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  that  "  the  said  doonments  were  to  be 
spe<ufied,  when  demanded  at  tiie  instanoe  of 
said  ODnunissioners." 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  oompUauoe  with 
this  request,  instructed  Mr.  Nelson,  then  about 
departing  from  the  United  States  as  their  Min- 
ister at  the  Coart  of  Madrid,  to  present  this 
specified  list  of  papers  to  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, and  to  claim  the  delivery  of  them,  under 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.  The  oommittee 
will  recollect  the  delays  wiUi  which  the  misuon 
of  Mr.  Nelson  waa  attended-  On  arriving  off 
Cadiz,  that  port  was  found  blockaded  by  a 
Frendi  squadron,  and  he  was  not  permitted  to 
enter.  Several  months  elapsed  before  he 
reached  the  Oonrt  of  Madrid,  and  entered  on 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  mission.  It 
appears  that  the  formal  application  for  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Meade  was  made  by  Mr.  Nelson 
on  the  IBth  of  December  1828,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Yrugo,  first  See- 
rotary  of  State.  In  this  letter,  Mr.  liletsoa 
urged  a  prompt  and  immediate  attention  to  the 
several  demands  of  papers,  which  had  been 
presented  on  bebalf  of  Mr.  Meade  and  other 
olaimants,  on  the  ground  that  the  Boarda 
created  under  the  Florida  Treaty  were  of  limit- 
ed duration,  and  that  the  interest  of-individnala 
entirely  depended  on  the  records  asked  to  be 
furnished.  On  the  Ilth  and  afith  of  Febmary, 
1834,  Mr.  Kelson  renewed,  in  a  letter  to  Count 
Ofalia,  the  demand  of  the  papers,  which  he 
had  addressed,  on  the  19th  of  December,  to  the 
Marquis  of  Osaa  Trogo.     The  delivery  oi  the 
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papers  was  pTomieed  br  the  Oonnt  O&lia,  in  a 

letter  bearing  daWStli  March,  1824;  hot  owing  to 
varioDB  circumBtaDces  connecM  with  the  state 
of  ^ain,  delays  arose  in  AilfilliDg  the  proEoise. 
Meantime,  the  throe  ^ears,  fixed  by  the  treaty 
as  the  period  of  the  comDiisBioQ,  drew  near  a 
close,  and,  on  the  39th  daj  of  May,  18S4,  (ten 
days  before  the  tennination  of  the  commissioD,) 
the  Board  decided  that  the  evidence  prodncM 
was  not  anfBoienttAeBtahlishtbeTalidity  of  any 
oluros  upon  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  within 
the  coeaning  ot  the  treaty,  upon  account  of  the 
matters  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Ifeode,  and  they  were  accordingly  r^ected. 
Such  is  a  brief  statement  (pursued  Mr.EviRBir) 
of  tlie  case,  presenting  Mr.  Meade  to  the  oon- 
aideration  of  Congress,  under  the  following  oir- 
onmetancee:  He  was  a  clumant  for  a  large 
amonnt  on  the  OoTemment  of  Spain,  and  his 
claims  were  of  a  character,  deemed  by  that 
Government  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  meri- 
torious. It  ia  acknowledged  by  the  authorized 
representatives  of  the  Qovemment,  both  of  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  that  they  Intended  to 
raake  proviaions  for  its  pvrment,  under  the 
stipulations  of  the  treat?.  So  one,  I  think,  con 
doubt,  who  will  examine  the  documents  before 
the  committee,  that  (in  the  langoage  of  the 
Eon.  H.  li.  WariK,  one  of  the  oommiasioners, 
in  his  opinion  delivered  April,  1S28)  "  Mr. 
Meade  had  clcdms  upon  the  Spanish  Qovem- 
ment, which  that  Government  felt  itself  bound 
to  e^sfy."  There  can  be,  of  course,  as  little 
doubt,  tiiat,  could  Mr.  Meade  have  received 
(as  he  bad  a  right  to  receive)  his  original  docu- 
ments and  vouchers  from  Spain,  eome  part  at 
least  of  these  olaims  would  nave  been  allowed 
and  paid.  In  presentbg  his  dum  to  the  Board, 
under  the  advisement  of  the  ablest  oonnset,  he 
naturally  offered,  as  very  strong  and  authentic 
testimony  of  the  amount  and  validity  of  his 
claim,  the  Boyal  official  certificate  of  liquida- 
tion and  aokoowledgment  of  debt.  Beason 
bebg  given  him  to  think,  tiiat,  under  the  limi- 
tations and  restrictions  of  the  treaty,  this  kind 
of  evidence  would  be  deemed  inadmissible  by 
the  Board,  he  applied  to  the  Representative  of 
the  Spanish  Government  in  this  oonntry,  ear- 
needy  requesting  to  be  ibmlahed  with  Uie 
vonohers  and  documents  which  had  been  taken 
from  him  by  the  SpaniA  Government,  after  the 
liquidation  of  bis  claim.  This  demand  was 
made  by  Mr.  Meade  inunediately  on  receiving 
the  intimation  that  the  royalcertificate  of  liqui- 
dation would  probably  not  be  admitted^  and 
more  than  two  years  before  the  expiration  of 
the  oommission.  This  demand  was  r^ected, 
and  «r«t  with  expressions  of  indignation,  by 
flie  Spanish  Minister,  q>eaking  on  behalf  of  bu 
Qovemment,  Mr.  Meade  dien  makes  a  more 
formal  demand,  through  hia  Oovemmuit,  nearly 
fourteen  months  before  the  doee  of  the  oommls- 
alon,  for  the  vouchers  and  documents  needed  to 
substantiate  his  cl^m,  but,  in  like  manner,  with- 
out suooess;  and  bis  claims  are  r^ected,  for 
want  of  suffiuent  evidence  to  support  tiiem. 
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Mr.  Meade,  therefore,  has  been  deprived  of 
his  rights  under  the  treaty.  He  had  a  right  to 
his  portion  of  the  fund,  as  far  as  his  claim 
should  be  substantiated ;  and  to  aubstantiate  il^ 
he  had  a  right  to  all  the  documente  and  eludda- 
tions  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  in  the 
possession  of  Spain.  He  did  not  fail  in  any 
thing  which  he  could  do,  in  order  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  these  rights.  Ea  demanded  his  papers 
from  Spain  at  the  earliest  moment  he  had  any 
reason  to  think  they  would  be  wanted,  more 
than  two  years  before  the  expiration  of  the 
eommisraon ;  and  in  a  manner  not  inconsietent 
with  any  of  ite  provisions.  At  a  later  period, 
hut  still  at  a  time  when,  if  it  had  been  instantiy 
complied  with,  he  might  have  received  tha 
benefit  of  his  vouchers,  he  procured  a  formal 
demand  of  his  papers  from  tiie  Spanish  Gov~ 
emment.  He  comd  do  no  more.  His  Govern- 
ment alone  could  compel  Soain  (if  compntsion 
were  necessary)  to  furnish  tne  papers.  Though 
Spain  was  bound  to  famish  them,  she  was 
bound  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  Mr,  Meade.  The  Gkivemment  of 
the  United  States  by  renouncing  and  cancelling 
hia  claim  on  the  Spanish  Government,  bound 
itself  to  Mr.  Meade  to  secure  him  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  among 
them  the  use  of  nis  vouchers,  to  be  ^mished 
by  Spain ;  and  contracted  an  obligation  to  make 
the  demand  of  these  papers  effectnaL  He  could 
noL  of  course,  make  that  demand  effectual  him- 
self. He  could  not  go  to  Spain,  and  compel  her 
to  open  her  archives.  He  could  go  only  to  his 
own  Government,  and  solicit  her  to  cause  thena 
to  be  opened.  He  did  so ;  and  his  own  Govern- 
ment, having  announced  his  claim  on  Sp^  must 
cause  them  to  be  opened.  I  do  not  say  tii  at  either 
Qovemment  has  f^ed  in  its  duty.  That  is  a  sub- 
sequent question,  to  be  settied,  which  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  agitate,  when  a  liquidation  of 
Mr.  Meade's  clum  shall  have  shown  the  extent 
of  the  iijuty  accruing  from  the  failure  of  Spun 
prompUy  to  fnmish  the  i>apers.  Meantune, 
Mr.  Meade  has  certdnly  a  rignt  to  be  put  on  as 
good  a  footing  as  he  would  have  stood  upon 
had  he  ei^oyed  the  right  stipnkted  to  him  b^ 
the  treaty-— the  right  of  nsii^  his  original  pa- 
pers. 
Bat  the  three  years  have  elapsed,  and  the 
immisuon  has  expired.  What,  then,  can  be 
done  f  The  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  have 
known  no  other  way  in  which  they  can  provide 
remedy  for  Mr.  Meade  than  to  approximate, 
i  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  extension  of  the 
former  oommisuon,  that  is,  to  create  a  new  tri- 
bunal, to  examine,  and  liquidate  the  claim,  on 
the  same  principles  as  those  which  governed 
the  dect^on  of  uie  other  Boards ;  and  to  allow 
to  Mr.  Meade  the  same  proportion  of  his  claim 
allowed  to  the  other  dumanta,  to  be 
pwd  by  the  United  8tat«s  in  the  first  instance, 
Deoause  the  United  Stat«s  contracted  an  ohligar 
tion  with  Mr.  Meade  to  secure  him  in  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  privileges  of  the  treaty;  and 
ultimately  by  Spain,  if  it  shall  i|)pear  that  ICr. 
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Mewle  mod  the  United  Btetea  hare  not  Uled, 
on  thmr  part,  in  imng  any  thing  propw  to  b« 
dme  b7  tbein,  to  proonre  the  papen  from 
Spain. 

The  ocnantttee  hare  propooed,  in  oompodng 
the  Bovd,  that  it  ahaO  ooonri;  ortheAttoruer- 
Ocneral  and  two  Anditora.  Thair  oljeot  m 
iatrododng  thia  law  offiocr  of  the  Gorenimait 
iato  the  Board,  waa  to  protect  the  rigfata  of  the 
United  Statea  m  Ibe  diaoiutioD  and  aettteioMit 
of  aU  qneetions  of  a  legal  nature  wluoh  nd^t 
preMot  tbemtelTea  in  the  examination  and 
fifoidntion  of  UMae  d^nu.  In  all  other  re- 
^eeta,  the  Board  i^  aa  nearir  aa  oironmstanoea 
nqnred  or  pemiitted,  Idenboal  with  the  flrat. 
The  aeeraid  aeotion  of  the  bill  providea,  that  it 
Aall  proeeed  on  the  lame  prindplea  of  ex- 
awiTtatinn  aa  those  which  govemed  the  fonner 
Bo«d,  and  that  there  ahall  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Haad*  the  naw  piTK>ort)oii  of  what  may  be 
bami  Talid  in  hia  daim  (betweoi  93  and  98 
p«r  eoat  td  the  j^ibdpal  and  no  intereat)  oa 
waa  paid  to  the  other  daimanta.  The  third 
Hclion  ia  in  Uank,  and  propoaee  a  suitable  ocnn- 
peaaatioa  for  the  Att«nne;-OenMnl  and  Andi- 
tota  eoiidojed  on  this  exb«  doty.  At  a  prop- 
aritagQof  the  ecmiidaiUlouof  thebill,  I  ahaQ 
b*Ta  the  honor  to  make  a  motkoi  to  fill  the 
blank. 

With  this  brief  derelopment  ot  the  sutijeot, 
I  diaD,  at  preaent,  leare  it.  I  have  not  at- 
tMBpted,  eartaisij  nave  not  fneoeeded,  in  giring 
it  a  dii  iinahin  eommenanrate  with  its  impor- 
taam.  It  ia  an  ezt«ndiTe  snbjeoi,  capable  of 
boBK  MBiiected  with  mai^  gt*t  qneationa. 
JnatMe^  I  hsra  no  donbt,  will  be  done  to  it  by 
other  raembemof  thlaooaiinittee,aitde8pedall7 
bj  gentkoMO  with  whom  I  hare  the  honor  to 
be  ei»naoted  in  the  Oomioittee  of  Pordgn 
AAdn.    It  waa  but  yeaterday  that  it  became 
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vobaUe  that  the  bill  woold  be  called  up  to- 
itj.  I  ham  aalj  aimed.  Hurefore^  nitder  Qie 
liiiiiiBiataiMne,  at  a  tmef  intiodaetioD  of  the 
ewe  to  the  fliToraUe  notice  of  the  ctanmittee. 
I  caoDOt,  howerer,  At  down  without  «xt«e«ing 
the  eameat  htqie,  that  the  eommlttee  wiB  be 
Bitiueud  to  pniime  to  a  doae  the  ocmaldenitioDi 
ttttiamii^teL  and  to  do,  what  I  regard,  aa  an 
aot  aC  loD^'^dMedJiiatioe. 

Hr.  Polk,  aaM  that,  having  bean  a  member 
tt  tlw  eommittee  that  reported  thia  bill,  and 
flmaliif  in  opinion  with  a  mqjorilr  of  Uiat 


t  H.  For  a  aeriea  of  yeara  prerloai  to 
BM  i^itstara  <tf  the  trea^  <rf  the  »d  of  Fabm- 
■T,  I8I>,  between  the  United  States  and  Bpdn, 
die  [jxaaent  doimant  (Heade)  had  aet  np  a 
iUm  "H""^  the  Oornnmeni  of  Spain,  ror  a 
W7  large  amomrt.  He  bad  proaaed  1^  didm 
<n  that  GVTsnmeot  nmairnfaafliHj  All  hia 
dfccta  to  obtain  a  Sqnldatirai  of  it,  or  oren  a 
tBeaanltianDf  Ita  JoaUeck  bad  prorad  nnamiUng. 
The  Hom  cUmad  by  Ur.  Uaade  was  BtOe  lev 
AanbalfAininioaof ddlva.  Havingdendred 
id  flbtaioing  aatiabetiaa  of  hia  demmda  bj  hia 


own  iudiTidosl  eiertiotis,  he  eooght  the  Inter- 
poflitiDD  of  his  Government  in  his  behalf,  The 
kind  offices  of  the  Qovenunent,  tJiroogh  its 
Uiniater  reeident  at  Madrid,  were  intetpoaed  in 
its  behalf  but  without  efi^t  Before  the 
signature  of  the  treaty,  "  Mr.  Meade  deured 
that  provision  for  his  daim  should  be  made  in 
the  treaty  which  was  then  negotiatbg;  and 
mode  known  this  denre  to  the  Government  of 
the  Unitod  States."  A  general  statement  of 
his  dum  was  filed  with  l£e  SeNretair  of  State, 
and  with  the  American  Minister  reddent  at  the 
oonrt  ofSpdn.  The  trea^  waa  Sn^j  oon- 
oloded  and  dgned  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1819,  and  by  its  providons  was  to  be  ratified 
by  the  two  Qovemments  within  ax  months 
ttom  that  day.  By  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the 
two  Governments  respectively  renounce  to  tlie 
other,  oBTtdn  ennmeratod  and  ipedfied  dasses 
of  didms  of  its  own  dlizens  on  the  other ;  and 


remuidatlon  of  the  9th  artide  of  the  tmiy  la 
— "  the  rannndation  ot  the  Unit«d  States  irUl 
extend  " — "  6th.  To  all  ddms  of  dtlzena  of 
the  United  States  under  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment^ atotementa  of  which,  solicitiDg  the  inter- 
podttou  of  the  Goverament  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  OTeeented  to  the  Department 
of  State,  or  to  the  aGoister  of  the  United  States 
in  Spun,  dDoe  the  date  of  the  oouTention  of 
1S08,  and  until  the  Bignatnre  of  this  treaty." 
By  the  11th  ortide  of  the  treaty,  the  United 


of  the  b«aty,  not  to  an  nnUmlted  amount^  but 
"to  an  omonnt  not  eioeodlng  five  millions  of 
doUanL"  Br  the  same  artide  of  the  treaty,  it 
is  pntTtded  uiat  a  Board  of  Oommisdcows  CUD- 
pceed  ot  three  dtioena  of  the  IMted  States, 
shall  be  ^pointed  by  thePreddent  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  ocmsent  ot  the  Srai^  who 
should  omirena  at  Washington,  and  within  the 
nwoe  of  three  years  from  the  time  at  thdr 
flrat  meeting,  ahonld  examine  and  dedde  on  the 
Talidity  of  all  mob  deima  within  the  rennnda- 
ticma  of  the  traaty,  aa  ahonld  be  pieaKtted  to 
mode  the  dn^  of  ute  said  ecm- 


oath, 
sand 


every  question  relative  to  the  said  doims, 
to  reoeiVe  all  ndtaUe  anthentio  teatinuny  eon- 
owning  the  same,"  The  Spanish  GOTemmeat 
entered  into  the  fidlowtng  stipulation,  to  wit : 
"And  the  Sjionish  Govenmient  shall  fln'nish 
all  audi  docmnNita  and  dnddaticms  aa  may  be 
in  thdr  po«e«i<n  for  the  a^josbnent  cf  the 
said  daims,  aoeordinK  to  tin  prind[dea  of  jus- 
tice, the  hnra  of  uahom^  and  the  ■ttpaJatioiifl 
at  ttie  treaty  between  the  two  partiML  of  ITth 
October,  179S;  thesaiddoonmratato Mi^ed- 
Sed  whm  demanded  at  the  inatoooe  ut  Hba  said 
Theae  are  the  porWcna  ot 
hav«  particolarf— "■""—  " 
It  will  be  lemcnbe 
treaty  was  not  ratified  l^  Spain,  within  the  six 
mtrnths  liidted  for  its  ratifieaUOB.    The  United 
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States  did  ratify  it  on  their  part  within  the  six 
months.  Spain,  Ions  >Aer  the  limitatdon  had 
eicpired,  to  wit^  on  Uie  24th  of  October.  1820, 
ratified  it  on  her  part ;  and  in  the  act  or  ratifi- 
cation, ihe  declared  "  that  the  present  ratifioa- 
tion  be  as  valid  and  firm,  and  prodnce  the  sane 
efi'eotK,  as  if  it  had  been  done  within  the  deter- 
mined period."  The  United  States  ratified  it  a 
second  time  on  the  S2d  f  ebraary,  1621,  and  it 
then  became  obligatory  on  the  partiee.  In  the 
year  1830,  just  before  the  treaty  was  ratified 
by  Spun,  Dnt  afl«r  it  waa  known  that  the 
Cortes  had  advised  its  ratification,  and  when 
the  Government  of  Spun  had  determined  to 
ratify  it  Ur.  Meade's  claim,  towards  which  a 
favorable  ear  had  never  before  been  given  by 
that  Qovemment,  was  directed  to  be  Hqnidated, 
evidently  with  the  expectation,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  that,  when  liquidated,  it  was  to  be  pwd 
by  the  United  States  and  not  by  Spain.  The 
cMm  was  accordingly  liquidated  by  the  Span- 
ish officers,  for  the  smn  of  $4S1,1S8  82,  with- 
ont  the  privity  or  knowie^e  of  the  United 
Statea.  Of  this  gross  sam,  acknowledged  to  bo 
dne  to  Ur.  Ueade,  evidenuy  in  a  spirit  of  great 
liberality  by  the  Spanish  officera,  nnder  the  de- 
lusive iiapreanon  that  tiieir  own  Oovemment 
was  not  to  pay  it,  is  an  item  of  176,000  for  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade— an  oocnrrenoe  in 
the  history  of  that  period  that  mast  be  familiar 
to  every  eentleman  here.  It  Is  not  material, 
however,  here  to  notice  the  varions  items  com- 
posing thi 

of  Mr.  M< , ,  —  __— 

ish  Government,  between  the  siKnatnre  of  the 
beaty,  and  its  final  rat^cation  by  Spain.  It 
was  made,  too,  after  tlie  six  months  limited  for 
its  ratification  had  expired.  This  is  the  claim, 
and  fertile  enormona  amount  of  (491, 1G3  62, 
which  Mr.  Meade  afterwards  presented  (as  I 
shall  presently  notice  more  particntariy)  to  the 
Board  ffF  Oommissioners,  nnder  the  treaty,  and 
which  the  Board  r^ected,  on  the  'iKTonnd  that 
the  evidence  produced  was  not  snfacient  to  es- 
tablish the  same."  Thia  is  the  d^m  embraced 
In  the  bill  now  b«fore  us. 

The  comnussioners  were  regularly  appointed. 
aooording  to  the  provisions  M  the  treatj,  and 
commenced  their  session  at  Washington,  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1821.  On  the  6th  of  January, 
1B22,  Ur.  Meade  presented  his  claim  to  the 
Board  of  Oommissioners,  and  offered  as  evi- 
dence to  support  it,  this  Spanish  liquidation, 
made  long  amr  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 
The  oommissioners  at  first  inclined  to  the  opin- 
ion that  clums  founded  on  contract,  such  as 
Meade's  was  alleged  to  be,  were  not  embraced 
by  the  6th  renunciation  of  the  beaty.  Bnt,  in 
order  to  satisfy  themselves  more  hUy,  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  Qovemment,  at  thd 
time  of  nwrtiating  the  treaty,  on  thia  partion- 
lor  point,  they,  on  the  Sth  of  March,  1833,  ad- 
dnased  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  ex- 
preadng  the  doubt  which  they  enterttuned  in 
tile  oo^tmction  of  the  treaty,  and  requesting 
lDfi»mati<m  ftt  tliM  point.     On  the  Oth  <tf 
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March,  1833  the  Secretary  of  State  answered, 
that  clums  lonnded  on  contract,  "  as  they  ex- 
isted at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  trMty," 
were  not  intended  by  the  parties  to  be  "  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefit  of  the  treaty ;"  and 
that  it  was  "  the  fidl  understanding  that  all  the 
clums  should  have  the  same  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vision, be  sabjected  to  the  same  investigation, 
and  be  decided  upon,  not  by  any  subseqaent 
transaction  between  the  claimant  and  the  Span- 
isb  Government,  but  by  the  commissioners,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and  upon 
such  proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  re- 
quire, for  ascertuning  its  amount  and  validity." 
And  again :  "  To  aecerttun  in  the  manner  stip- 
ulat«d  by  the  treat;,  and  in  no  other,  the  fdll 
amount  and  validity  of  their  claims,  as  existing 
on  the  day  of  the  signatnre  of  the  tieaty,  tbe 
conunismon  instituted  under  the  eleventh  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty,  was  provided."  The  commis- 
monera,  on  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  and  on 
reconMdering  the  first  impres^on  tbe^  bad  en- 
tertained, determined  to  take  cognizance  of 
Mr.  Meade's  olium,  and  considered  It  embraced 
in  the  6th  renunciation  of  the  treaty,  and  it 
then  remained  for  Mr.  Ueade  to  support  it 
by  suitable  autbeutio  testimony.  Mr.  Meada 
offered,  in  snpport  of  his  claim,  this  Spaoiah 
liquidation  of  it,  made,  as  has  been  already 
stated,  lo^  subeeqnent  to  the  signatnre  of  the 
treaty.  uA%  the  commisdoners  rejected,  aa 
incompetent  tettiinony,  and  not  such  as  was 
contemplated  by  the  treaty,  and  required  the 
production  of  the  original  testimony,  doon- 
mentary  and  otherwise,  on  which  thia  liquida- 
tion was  alleged  to  be  made.  Mr.  Meade  waa 
early  apprised  of  this  decision  of  the  commia- 
sioners.  He,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  April,  1823, 
in  a  note  to  Bon  Joaquin  Anduaga,  the  Spanish 
Minister  reddent  here,  comt^ained  that  fhe 
commissioners  had  treated  this  liquidation  as 
"  B  Dollity."  He  at  the  same  time  pressed  npon 
the  commissioners,  with  increased  eameatnee^ 
the  propriety  of  receiving  this  liquidation  as 
conclusive  evidenoe  of  his  ch^m ;  uid  that  ba 
ou^t  not  to  be  required  to  produce  the  origi- 
nal testimony.  The  commisBionera  adhered  to 
their  first  decision,  bnt  extended  to  Mr.  UeAde 
every  indulgence,  oy  affording  an  ojvportuni^ 
to  produce  testimony  ;  and  by  not  finally  re- 
jecting bis  claim,  until  the  7th  of  Jone,  1824^ 
the  day  before  the  period  of  three  years,  limit-  - 
ed  by  the  treaty  for  their  session,  expired ; 
when  they  did  finally  r^ect  it,  on  the  "  p^und 
that  the  evidence  produced  was  not  sidicient 
to  establish  the  same."  Ur.  Meade,  then,  was 
apprised,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  April,  1822. 
more  than  twenty-six  months  before  the  period 
limited  for  the  eesfdon  of  the  conunisnon  ex- 
pired, that  this  Spanish  li(]uidation  would  not 
be  received  by  them  as  evidence  in  support  of 
his  dum,  and  yet  he  did  not,  at  that  time,  cftU 
upon  the  commissioners,  as  he  hadari^t  to  do 
under  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  to  re- 
quire Ibe  ori^al  "  documents  and  dnoid»- 
tiona,"  in  tbe  arohiTea  of  Spain,  0^  in  fiwt, 
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tbara  were  taj  ttiere,)  to  be  fnmubed.  Bat  h« 
pn&tred  to  oomplain  of  iha  decisioit  of  the 
connnisrionera,  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  and  to 
continDe,  unceBsinj^j,  to  preea  his  claim  before 
the  craninianonen  Dpon  the  evideDoe  he  had 
■Inadjr ;  and  which  had  already  been  rejeot«d. 
Mr.  ICeade,  not  satiafled  with  having  written 
hit  note  of  the  4th  of  April,  1S2S,  already 
■llided  to,  Bgun,  on  the  lOUi  of  October,  ]8S3, 
wrote  a  gaoond  note  to  the  Spaniah  Minister, 
nherating  Ids  complaints  against  tJie  conunis- 
Honen,  for  faaTing  rejected  tiie  8i»nish  liqaida- 
tkn,  aa  testimony  in  support  of  bis  oh^m.  On 
Bw  IStli  oi  October,  the  Spanish  Minister  an- 
fwered  bia  note  of  the  10th  of  the  same  month, 
n  which,  among  other  things,  in  speaking  of 
the  rejection  of  the  Spanish  Uqaidation,  by  the 
eomimssoners,  he  saya  "that  the  8|>anish 
SOTeminent  wHl  regard  as  a  serious  insnlt, 
that  what  in  Bpain  is  acknowledged  as  most 
■Kred  and  reepectable,  shonld  here  be  pro- 
DomKed  of  no  value."  And  again  be  says, 
^at  **  bis  Catholio  Majesty  knows  too  well 
what  IB  dne  to  his  own  dignity,  to  the  rapnta- 
tim  of  luB  Ministers,  and  to  the  integrity  of 
his  triban^a,  to  consent  that  a  foreign  commis- 
HHi  ahali  deem  itwilf  aathorized  to  rerise  thair 
deereetL" 

The  Board  t^  Oonumsdonera  were  not,  how- 
>TW,  to  be  intimidated  by  these  higfa-soDndine 
and  pompons  declarations  of  regal  dignity  and 
miniaterial  infallibility.  Like  honest  men  they 
adhered  to  the  decimon  Ihey  had  made,  and 
which  they  believed  to  be  correct.  Mr.  Meade 
eontiiined  to  press  his  olum  before  the  com- 
flDMicaiers,  bat  withoat  producing  any  change 
in  their  decision,  nntil  t^e  15th  of  Apnl,  1828 ; 
on  which  day  Hilario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon,  the 
Spaniab  OhorgS  des  Afiairea,  who  bad  succeed- 
ed Dwi  Asdnaga,  addressed  a  note  to  the  Seo- 
tetaiy  of  State,  repeating,  in  snbstance,  the 
Tiew  which  had  been  taken  by  his  predecessor, 
of  the  rejection  of  tbe  Spanish  liquidation,  as 
evidence,  by  the  Board  of  Oommisaionera.  To 
tbis  note  the  Secretary  of  State  replied,  on  the 
SSUi  of  A^ril,  18S3,  snstuning  the  decl^on  of 
the  oommisMonera,  In  rejeotiDg  tbe  Spanish 
KqaidiatiM)  as  evidence  to  support  this  claim. 
And  I  will  here  hazard  tbe  opinion,  that  no 
gentleman  here,  who  will  take  np  that  reply, 
■id  tbe  opinion  delivered  by  one  of  the  oom- 
laianonera,  and  ^ve  them  an  attentive  perusal, 
em  doubt  for  a  moment  the  correctness  of  that 
deriEkm.  Mr.  Meade  having  failed  to  goad  the 
eomndasionere  to  a  &vorable  dedsion  of  his 
daim — having  Ikiled  to  intimidate  tbem,  by 
npeaU  to  the  Spanish  anthoritles,  and  finding 
tbat  th^  were  sustained  in  their  decision  by 
their  Government,  at  length,  on  the  18th  of 
kfrl,  1833,  more  than  twelve  months  after  he 
Md  been  distinctly  informed  that  the 
li^aidation  would  not  be  received  as  teatimony 
ia  npport  of  his  claim,  applied  to  tbe  ccmmia- 
mattr*  "  to  require  of  the  Spanifji  Government 
estala  papers  and  documeuts,"  which,  he  al- 
leged, he  Gonaiderod  neceasaiy  to  the  establish- 


ment of  his  d^m,  and  which  he  specified. 
The  commissioners  promptly  made  the  demand 
of  the  Spanish  Government,  throngh  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  The  8ecreta!ry  of  State  instrncl- 
ed  the  American  Minister  to  the  Conrt  of 
Spun,  then  about  to  sail  on  the  datiea  of  his 
miBBton,  to  make  the  demand  of  the  papers 
speoiflea  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and 
which  they  were  bonnd  to  furnish,  when  so 
demanded,  by  the  stipulations  of  the  deventh 
artide  of  the  treaty.  The  American  Minister 
did  demand  them  dT  tbe  Government  of  Spain, 
several  months  before  the  period  uf  Uiree 
years,  limited  for  (he  session  of  the  Board  of 
Oommissioners,  expired.  They  have  never  yet 
been  famished,  (i^  in  &ot,  they  exist,)  so  far 
as  we  have  been  informed  by  the  claimant,  ot 
from  any  other  source.  We  nave  no  aawaronoe 
that  they  ever  will  ba. 

From  the  review  which  I  liave  taken  of  the 
&otB  and  circumstancea  attending  this  case, 
open  what  ground  is  it  that  the  Government  w 
the  United  States  are  now  called  upon  to  aa- 
some  the  payment  of  this  enormoos  claim  f 
Has  not  the  United  States  performed,  in  good 
faith,  to  the  letter  and  the  spirit,  every  stipnla- 
tion  which  she  was  bound  to  peiform  by  the 
treaty  t  No  gentleman  will  say  she  has  not. 
The  Committee  of  Fordgn  Affairs  themsdve*. 
who  reported  this  hill — with  a  majority  til 
whom  I  differ  in  opinioiL  in  relation  to  this 
dum — admit  this  fact.  In  the  report  of  the 
committee  accompanying  this  bill,  they  say: 
"  Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it 
will  follow  that  the  responsibility  of  failing  to 
famish  the  papers  ultimately  rests  with  Spain ; 
and  that  good  faith  must  eventually  require  iter 
to  meet  the  conseqnocces  of  tills  failure."  Hera 
it  is  distinctiy  admitted,  by  the  committer 
themselves,  that  Spain,  and  not  the  United 
Btetes,  is  resjponsible  for  the  payment  of  this 
daim ;  and,  u  so,  why  shonld  we  grataitonsly 
take  it  npon  oursdves  I  If  it  is  intended  to 
revise  the  deciuon  of  the  Board  of  Commia- 
sionera  in  this  ease — and  snoh  will  unquestion- 
ably be  the  effect  of  passing  this  bill — I  would 
remind  genUemen  that,  by  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  Itself,  this  Board  were  constituted, 
by  the  parties,  the  exclusive  judges  of  what 
was  "  suitable  autheatio  testimony  in  support 
of  any  daim  which  might  be  brought  before 
them.  Their  decisions,  by  the  agreement  of 
the  parties,  were  to  be  final  and  obligatory,  not 
only  on  the  daimanta,  but  on  the  parties  them- 
selves. From  their  decision  no  appeal  was 
provided.  This  claimant  has  had  every  oppor- 
tnnity  afforded  to  him  of  presenting  his  daim, 
and  sapporting  it  by  testimony,  before  the 
eommisaioners,  so  far  as  the  United  States  were 
bound  to  afford  that  opportunity,  that  all  other 
dumants  nnder  the  treaty  have  had.  The 
Board  was  created,  and  oontina^  its  seraion 
.for  three  years,  as  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 
This  claimant  presented  himself  before  that 
Board.  The  evidence  he  o&red  in  sopport  of 
his  olum  was  r^eoted  by  the  Board,  as  inoom- 
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peteot  to  be  received,  at  la  earlj  period  of  Its 
sesdon.  When  be  q>plied  to  them  to  demand 
certain  docmnents  and  pafwrs  from  tbe  Qot- 
ernment  of  Spain,  tbot  demand  was  promptlj 
made.  No  evidence  waa  addaoed  hy  bim  snffi- 
dent  to  support  hia  olalm,  and  it  was  finally  re- 
jected. Bnt  it  ia  nrged  tliat  tbe  claimant  in 
tbis  case  oonld  not  procnre  the  "doonmenta 
and  elncidations,"  neoeaeary  to  anpport  bis 
claim,  from  Spain,  in  time  to  present  them  be- 
fore the  American  oommiasion  closed  its  sea- 
dons  ;  that  Mr.  Nelaon,  the  American  ^Minister 
to  the  Spaniflh  Court,  waa  delayed  in  bis  arri- 
TOl  there,  in  conseqnenoe  of  tbe  blockade  of 
Cadiz  by  a  French  Bqnadron ;  that,  when  ther 
were  demanded  by  bim,  Spain  failed  to  ftimiah 
them.  Tbe  answer  to  tbis  argument  is,  first 
that  tb.  Meade  might,  if  he  had  not  [referred 
another  conrse,  have  q)plied  to  tbe  Board  of 
Commladonen  to  demand  these  "docnmenta 
and  elnddatiotu  "  tnm  Spain,  immediately  on 
Iming  informed  by  tbem  tbat  ib.b  Spanlsb  liqni- 
dation  bad  been  rejected.  He  waa  informed 
that  tbe  Spanish  liqnldation  bad  been  rcjjected, 
and  that  tbe  original  evidence  was  required, 
twelve  months  before  he  applied  to  the  oom- 
miadonera,  to  make  thia  d^nand.  If  the  de- 
mand had  then  been  made,  it  ooold  have  1>een 
forwarded  to  Spain  before  tbe  blockade  bad 
taken  place,  wbtob  prevented  the  speedy  arri- 
val of  Mr.  Kelson  at  tbe  Spanish  Oonrt,  twelve 
months  afterwards.  Mr.  Meade,  however, 
chose  to  lake  a  different  oonrse.  He  obose  to 
resist  the  deoidon  of  the  commisdoners,  in  re- 
jecting the  Spanish  liqnidalion  aa  testimony  in 
snppiort  of  Ms  claim.  He  preferred  to  lodge 
complaints  ag^nst  tbem  with  tbe  Spanidi  ICn- 
Ister.  He  inSered  twelve  months  ba  elapse  be- 
fbre  he  required  them  to  make  tbe  demand. 
The  next  answer  to  the  argnment  is,  that 
Spain,  having  fUled  to  famish  the  "  docnmenta 
and  elDcidauons,"  when  they  were  demanded, 
Tiolat«d  the  treaty ;  for,  by  the  treaty,  she  bonnd 
herself  to  ftimish  them  when  demanded  at  tbe 
"instanoeof theoommisdonera."  Tbeywerede- 
manded  at  tbe  "  instance  of  the  eommisdoners," 
and  were  not  famished.  Spun,  then,  and  not 
the  United  States,  nppn  every  prindple,  Is  bonnd 
to  tbis  ddmant.  Take  another  view  of  tbis 
claim.  Admi^  fbr  the  sake  of  tbe  arKoment, 
tbat  this  individnal  bad  a  jnst  claim  agamat  Qie 
TTnited  Statea,  bnt  was  unable  to  establish  it, 
beoanse  he  was  unable  to  procure  his  testimony 
in  proper  time,  it  would  be  his  misfortane,  and 
not  tbe  ftnlt  of  tbe  United  States.  He  would 
stand  preotsely  in  the  same  sitnation  tbat  all 
other  claimants  under  the  treaty  do  who  failed 
to  establish  their  cldme,  because  they  were  un- 
able to  procnre  their  testimony — and  therf  are 
many  snch.  Suitors,  In  the  ordinary  courts  of 
Jnstdoe,  lose  their  canaes  daily  for  want  of  their 
testimony.  It  is  their  misfortune,  and  not  tbe 
fault  of  the  Government,  or  the  particular  tri- 
bunal tbat  decides  the  cause. 

Bnt,  to  what  will  tbe  passage  of  this  biU 
lesdt    Tbe  United  States  only  stipnlatod, 
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the  trea^,  to  pay  cl^ms  "  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars."  That 
smonnt  nas  already  been  P^id.  He  whole 
fund  has  been  exhausted.  The  oommisdraien 
adjudged,  as  valid,  daims  to  the  amount  of 
about  Sve  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Kocii  cliumant  aufibred  a  deduction  of 
something  like  81  per  cent,  of  the  priudpd  tk 
hia  demand,  in  o^er  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund 
of  five  millions  set  apart  for  tbat  purpose  by 
tbe  treaty.  Each  received  a  fro  rata  of  hia 
demand.  If  I  have  been  correctly  informed, 
the  amonnt  of  daims  presented  to  uie  Board  ca 
CommiBsioners  was  about  forty  millions  of  dd- 
lars ;  and  I  see,  from  a  document  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  to  wit :  a  report  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ad- 
verse to  this  ddm,  at  tbe  first  seadon  of  the 
Kineteenth  Oongrese — tbe  amount  stated  to 
have  been  presented  ia  tbe  same.  The  amonnt 
of  oluma,  then,  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, waa  about  thirty-four  nuIlionB  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  If  we  once  conmience  re- 
vising the  deddons  of  tbe  Board  of  Commis- 
doners ;  if  we  once  open  the  door,  and  eom- 
menoe  paying,  there  is  no  end  to  the  flood  of 
r^ected  duma  that  will  be  pressed  upon  ni. 
Your  table,  sir,  ia  already  covered  with  memo- 
rials, all  waiting  the  event  of  thja  bill,  and  each 
asdgning  some  plaudble  reason  wb^  hie  ddm 
was  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Oonmnsdonera — 
some  unavoidaole  circumstance  beyond  his  con- 
trol, that  preventei}  him  from  proonriog  his 
testimony  when  bis  daim  was  before  the  Board 
of  Oommisdoners,  Rdy  upon  it,  dr,  if  yon 
onoe  distnrb  the  decudons  of  the  commis^oa- 
era,  there>  will  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
specious  pretexts  and  plausible  reasons  for  tbe 
inteipodtion  of  Congress,  and,  in  many  cases, 
fraudulent  ddms  may  and  wiH  be  bolstered  up 
and  passed.  If  we  once  commence,  we  know 
not  where  we  are  to  stop ;  and  the  United 
States,  instead  of  paying  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars— the  sum  which  uie  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  to  pay,  and  which  she  has  already  paid 
— may  have  to  pay  a  vast  amount  more,  never 
contemplated  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty. 
But  it  IS  inaisted  that  the  United  States  have, 
by  tbe  ineXj,  renounced  tbe  ddm  of  her  dti- 
zeus  to  Spam ;  tbat  they  cannot  now  apply  to 
Spain  for  payment;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
tfnited  States  ought  to  pay  them,  though  the 
amount  should  exceed  five  millions  of  doUara. 
The  first  answer  which  I  have  to  make  to  this, 
ia,  that,  in  cases  like  tbe  daim  now  before  u^ 
in  reference  to  which  Bpdn  has  violated  tha 
treaty,  hj  felling  to  furnish  the  "docnmenta 
and  elncidatioua''  demanded,  she  is  not  ab- 
solved fW>m  the  obligation  to  pay.  But  Hm 
general  answer  la,  that  tbe  renunciation  was 
made  at  tbe  instance  and  at  the  desire  of  the 
claimants  themsdves.  The  claimant  before  ua 
desired  it  to  bo  made .  A  generd  statement  of 
bis  claim,  unliquidated  and  unsettled,  was  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  Stat^  with  that  view. 
It  should  be  remembered,  that  tbe  value  oi  a 
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denwnd  d^Moda  as  nmoh  m  the  ability'  to  paj, 
ud  tha  proqMct  d  obbuoing  it,  as  on  ita 
■nouit — and  often  more  w>.  In  this  7677  case, 
«  die  data  of  tbe  rignature  of  the  treaty,  the 
dannant,  aa,  indeed,  1^  others  who  bad  oltuins, 
nut  hare  loet  all  b<^  of  reo«ving  it  ^m 
SpvB.  The  proq»eat,  to  aif  the  least  of  it, 
na  b7  DO  meanfl  flattering.  For  a  seriee  of 
jmr*  8pain  had  been  trunbled  by  diHtnrtiBiioea 
it  borne  and  abroad.  Her  colonies  were  in  re- 
T^  a  foreign  army  invading  her  territory,  lier 
fmaees  danmged,  her  throne  tottering  to  its 
teMment — the  prospect  of  reoovery  most  have 
been  a  gloomy  one.  The  owtainty  of  reoeiT- 
iog  a  amall  tnodionm  of  a  Jntt  demand,  wa« 
jreferablo  to  the  great  delay  and  the  hazard  of 
biDgalL 
Kr,  I  have  aomethmg  to  say  in  referenoe  to 
"  '~  ■  proTiaiona  of  'Uita  bill;  and  I 
nat«  examination,  thoy  irill  be 
.  to  bo  highly  exceptionable.  The  bill 
yrnftmna  to  refer  thli  olaini  to  a  new  Board, 
eoaqKned  of  the  Attorney -Glenenl^  and  any 
tvo  Anditm  of  the  Treaenry,  for  liquidation. 
ne  claiinBat  in  tbis  ease  has  not  labmitted  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  who  reports 
ed  Ae  bill,  any  new  evidence.  We  have  no 
MiiiiaHni  that  he  baa  procured,  or  ever  will 
proeare,  the  "dooomente  and  etnoidationa" 
whiefa  he  Bllegee  are  in  the  arobives  of  Spain. 
Ve  hare  no  assurance  that  he  can  proonre,  or 
iatends  to  prodooe,  to  this  new  Board,  any  evl- 
dcDce,  otber  than  tlut  wbiob  he  presented  to 
the  Board  of  OcnnmiarioMFB  nnder  the  treaty, 
nd  which  they  rejected.  We  have  no  oasor- 
nosv  if  ve  pass  thia  bill,  that  this  new  Board 
^y  not  rereree  the  deolaiona  of  the  regular 
Board  of  OcHumisuoners  nader  tbe  treaty,  and 
reorave  se  evidence  thia  celebrated  Spanish 
BqindaAkm.  Are  we  prepared  to  hazard  this 
remit  t  Are  we  prepared  to  snbmit  the  de- 
oinon  of  tbe  oommisaionera  to  the  reviaton  of 
this  now  Board!  Are  we  willing  to  receive 
tibia  Spanish'  liquidation  in  support  of  thia 
ddv,  i^Jeoted,  aa  It  was,  by  the  eommiseion- 
«B,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  mider  the 
■ilrioe  of  the  ^^den^  as  inoompetent  testi- 
mosy  1  Sir,  what  is  this  Spanish  liqoidation  % 
ft  is  an  acknowledgment  by  Spain  of  a  debt 
due  by  her  to  thia  claimant — an  acknowledg- 
^snt  made  more  than  twelve  months  after  the 
^iialiii  II  of  the  treaty.  "  The  treaty,  by  its 
apnea  trains,  made  provision  only  for  unset- 
tfad  and  DoUquidated  dl^ms.  The  United 
SMtea  aiwiiiiiiiil  tbem  as  they  existed,  and  had 
bcMi  eocfaibited  at  the  sEgnature  of  that  instrii- 
mnt.^  If  Spain,  sabeeonent  to  the  rignatnre 
•f  Ibe  trMt^^  aeknowle^ed  a  debt  to  Meade, 
wHkont  tbe  Jjrivlty,  knowledge,  or  consent  of 
ka  tTnited  Statea,  that  acknowledgment  wSl 
fca  hioding  on  %«]it,  but  not  on  the  TTnited 
flHes.  ^>^  had  no  power,  by  any  act  of 
tmm,  after  the  dgnatnre  of  the  trsoty,  to  bind 
din  United  States,  Her  acknowledgment  to 
Ifaode,  more  than  twelve  m<»ths  after  the  sig- 
■atve  4if  ti>e  bea^,  is  no  evidence  of  a  de- 


mand existing  at  the  signature  of  the  trea^. 
Tbe  Amerioan  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  sn- 
Bwer  to  the  note  of  the  Spanish  lUlnister,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred,  lays :  "  If  tbe 
claims  of  Mr.  Ueade  upon  Spain  were  indoded 


with  all  the  others,  to  be  trea 
like  all  the  others,  and  to  abide  the  same  issne 
with  the  others."  And  in  speaking  of  tbe 
effect  of  the  acknowledgment  of  Meade's  claim, 
by  Sp^  he  farther  says :  "  NoUung  can  be 
more  clear  than  that  Sptun  remains,  at  this 
honr,  bound  to  satisfy,  to  the  last  rral,  every 
claim  acknowledged  bv  herself  to  be  Just,  aim 
whidi  she  had  not  uie  ri^t  to  truisfer  to 
a  third  par^,  without  the  consent  of  the 
claimant" 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  In  eonolnsiott,  that 
Mr.  Meade  has,  at  difibrent  times,  taken  diS^ 
ent  groonds  in  relation  to  this  atim.  Biton 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  he  sou^t  the  in- 
terposition of  his  Qovemmeiit,  m  filed  his 
olami,  in  its  unsettled  and  unliquidated  state. 
After  he  had  obtained  bis  acknowledgment 
Iroin  Spun,  and  wben  tbe  treaty  was  about  to 
be  ratined  by  tbe  United  States  a  second  tima, 
be  insiated  that  his  claim  was  nbt  embraoed  by 
the  treaty.  Hb  counsel  urged  "  that  his  claim 
was  of  a  natnre.that  the  American  Govern- 
ment bad  no  right  to  interfere  with  Spain  in 
its  fsTor  at  all."  He  then  insiated  that  a  sepa- 
rate aitaele  should  be  annexed  to  tbe  teeaty, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  his  chum  to  the 
fnll  amount  acknowledged  by  Spain.  The 
Pretddent  and  Senate  paid  no  r^&ra  to  his  me- 
morial, but  ratified  tbe  treaty.  Mr.  Meade 
aflarwarda  insisted,  before  the  commisuoners, 
that  his  claim  was  embraced  by  the  treaty,  and 
that  tbe  Spanish  liqoidation  or  acknowledg- 
ment of  it  was  oonclusive  evidence  of  its  jos- 
tioe.  Tbns,  it  ^ipeara  that  Mr.  Meade  has  Um- 
sel(  at  diffisrent  umee,  token  Afferent  views  of 
his  own  r.iAiTTi  There  is  nothing  in  this  cl^m 
that  reoommenda  it  to  peculiar  favor.  I  will 
again  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
answer  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  to  show  what  his  opinion  then 
was,  of  the  merits  of  this  particular  claim. 
He  says :  "  If  the  Amerioan  Qovenunent  eonld 
have  admitted  any  cUscrimlnation  between  the 
claims,  and  that  any  one  shonld  have  been 
privileged  above  tbe  rest,  Mr.  Meade's  claim.  If 
the  present  aigument  of  bis  learned  counsel  is 
sound,  would  have  been  the  very  lowest  on  the 
list  and  the  lesat  entitled  to  favor." 

I  have  detuned  the  Honse  longer  than  I  an- 
ticipated when  I  rose.  1  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  Oirowiiif  myself  often  on  its  indol^enee,  and 
especddly  m  relation  to  private  damu.  But 
tlua  bill  involves  important  principles  and  im- 
portant consequences — it  involves  a  very  large 
expenditure  of  the  public  money ;  and,  differ- 
ing, as  I  do,  witli  a  m^ority  of  the  Oommitte* 
of  Foreign  Affurs,  in  relation  to  it,  it  was  due 
to  myseli  and  to  the  Honse,  that  I  should  sub* 
mit  my  views. 
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t\t!ural  Iff  Qtneral  Breton, 
The  following  resolntioiiB  were  recelvad  from 
theSenaM: 

"  Im  StKlR  OF  1HB  IjMinV  StAW, 

Febnun  it,  IBS8. 
"JieMl*«(  Tbftt  the  BeDUe  luve Je*rned,  with 


of  Chliq)eir«,N[af;»n,*iidEile,  in  the  l>t«  uti. 

"Rfolttd,  Thkt,  If  the  House  of  RepraseatatiTei 
eonenr,  Iba  Saiuta  will,  In  coi^onctioD  with  the 
Honee  of  BeprceentatlTea,  Utend  the  ftntenU  of 
lUor  Oenend  Brown,  on  Wedneedaj  next  at  IS 

Vt.  Huoltoit,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Hilitar7  Afftun,  said  tliat  be  n»e  for  the 
pQTpoea  of  moving  the  concnrrenco  of  tiie 
HoDse  in  the  resolntioDS  transmitted  hj  the 
Senate ;  for  he  was  aesnred  that,  whilst  those 
who  heard  him  fblt  the  deepest  s^mpathj  in 
l^e  distresses  of  the  bereaved  family  of  the 
late  G^ienl  Bbowk,  and  the  loss  which  the 
ooontiy  at  large  hod  amtaiiied,  that  they  enter- 
tained the  moA  imfading  reooUeotdon  of  the 
valuable  services  of  this  dlstingolshed  officer, 
to  whom  emphatically  belonged  tlie  distinction 
during  the  lat«  war  (^  having  been  the  first  to 
deprive  the  British  bayonet  of  its  repnted  in- 
vinoibtlity.  The  grave  of  sach  a  man  well  de- 
serves the  tribnte  of  a  nation's  honors,  as  well 
as  its  grief:  I,  therefore,  move  Jon,  not  only 
that  the  resolutions  be  concorred  in,  but  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  Hooee,  t«  meet  each  committ«e  as  the  Ben- 
ate  may  appoint,  to  moke  the  necessary  ar- 
rangementa  for  the  attendance  of  both  Houses 
at  uie  ftmeral  of  the  tate  M^or  General  Bsown. 

The  HoDse  nnanimously  agreed  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Eamiltoii,  and  the  committee  comusted 
of  Messrs,  Hudlton,  Yak  Rknbsklaek,  and 
Vasd. 

yTEDmsDAt,  Uorah  G, 
Tariff'BiU. 
Ur.  Axvnsoir,  of  H^ne,  add:  It  Is  with 
extreme  reluctance,  Mr.  Chatonui,  that  I  ever 
rise  to  address  a  committee  of  this  House,  and 
nothing  short  of  on  imperions  sense  of  dnty, 
can  ever  tirge  me  to  obtmde  myself  on  their 
notice.  Bnt  as  the  snbject  now  under  oonsid- 
oration  Is  one  of  very  great  importance  to  my 
ocostJtaentB,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  dum 
the  attention  of  the  oommitt«e  for  a  short  time. 
I  profess,  BIT,  as  well  as  others,  to  be  a  friend 
to  domestic  indnstry,  and  am  prepared  to  give 
all  necessary  protection  to  every  branch  of  this 
industry ;  but  am  not  willing  to  bnUd  np  one 
class  on  the  ruins  of  another.  Before  we  go 
farther  in  taxing  this  nation  for  the  benefit  of 
a  limited  number  of  individnsla,  we  ought  to 
inquire,  seriously  inquire,  where  we  are  to  stop 
in  this  system  of  pn^fres^ve  protection.    I  see 


'  Bin.  ptutca,  ISta. 

no  end  to  these  complete  and  api^iootions  for 
ftirther  relief.  Faas  this  bill,  and  what  oomea 
next  ?  We  shall  soon  be  t«ld  that  stiU  greater 
investments  have  been  made,  the  bosmese 
ruinous,  and  nothing  short  of  prohibitions  will 
save  them ;  and  when  yon  shall  have  granted 
this,  and  secured  to  them  onr  whole  market — 
when  their  numbers  shall  have  become  fomd- 
dable,  and  their  influence  irresistible,  yon  will 
be  required  to  establish  a  system  of  bounties 
to  relieve  future  depreerions. 

I  believe  the  tariff  of  18S4,  if  its  pravirioDs 
were  f^riy  oorried  into  execution,  will  ^ve  all 
the  protection  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
this  cotmtrj  ought,  at  this  time,  to  receive,  and 
would  enable  mem,  under  all  ordinary  clronm- 
stances,  to  continue  their  business  with  a  feir 
profit.  This,  some  of  the  mannfiujtnrers  them- 
selves admit.  If  they  have  not  realieed  tiie 
expected  benefits  of  the  tariff  of  1S24 ;  if  the 
provisions  of  that  law  have  been  evaded,  or  if 
foreign  legislation  bos  taken  away  the  proteo- 
tion  which  that  law  was  expected  to  give,  I  am 
willing,  and  shall  fee]  myself  in  Justice  bonnd, 
to  vote  for  a  bill  that  shaU  effbctnolty  secure  to 
the  monu&cturers  the  fiill  and  intended  b^ieflt 
and  proteotjon  of  that  tariff.  If  the  foreign 
monnfaotnrer  evades  the  existing  dnty  by  low 
and  false  Invoices:  or  if^  by  a  rednctidn  of 
dnty  on  the  raw  material  by  him  used,  he  is 
enaoled  to  send  his  goods  to  onr  market  at 
lower  prices  than  be  could  in  1824, 1  would 
give  to  onr  manufacturer  an  additiond  ad  t<Uo- 
rem  duty,  eqnivB]en(r  to  this  reduction  of  dn^ 
on  the  raw  material  of  the  foreigner;  clothe 
our  appraisers  of  imported  goods  with  addi- 
tional powers,  and  make  every  false  invoioe 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  goods,  and  a  fine  on 
the  Importer.  This,  sir,  would,  in  my  opinion. 
effectually  prevent  fraud,  if  any  does  exist,  ami 
secnre  to  our  mannfiuitnrer  all  the  protection 
the  tariff  of  'M  was  intended  to  give.  Bat, 
sir,  while  I  am  willing  to  do  this,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  the  bill  before  us,  as  tt  now 
]B,  or  even  after  it  is  amended,  as  pr<n>oeed  t^ 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Vermont.  I  will  not,  sir, 
vote  for  prohibitions  in  any  shape ;  and,  be- 
tween certain  fixed  prices,  this  bill  does  amonot 
to  a  prohibition ;  and  while  I  woold  snffici^itly 
protect'the  manufacturer,  I  will  never  destroy 
a  wholesome  competition,  which  is  the  greateet 
spur  to  industry  and  economy,  and  the  onlj 
pledge  the  public  can  have  of  fa^  and  reaaoa- 
able  prices. 

Sir,  I  am  far  ttona  giving  frill  &ith  and  credit 
to  all  the  statements  in  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials that  kave  crowded  in  upon  us  without 
mercy,  and  almost  without  number — nor  do  I 
give  the  testimony,  here  taken,  the  w^^t  I 
should  give  to  the  evidence  of  disinterestAd 
witnesses.  I  believe  many  of  the  mannfootnr- 
ing  establishments  of  this  conntry,  under  pm- 
dent  management,  are  doing  quite  as  well,  yea, 
sir,  and  better  than  some  other  important 
branches  of  industry  not  claiming  onr  protec- 
tion ;  and  much  of  the  loss,  diffi<mlty,  and  em- 
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»  from  IqjndicioDi 
bveetments  of  coital,  Tinnrnnwiiirj  ezp«adi- 
birea,  and,  to  iiuk«  op  tb«  loM  aooonut,  m 
ne  charged,  stlariM  to  ownen,  agents  and  rab- 
ftgtmta  uid  high  oommiB^ODB  in  pnrohua  and 
Mle  ^4U«ed  b;  trtookholden  of  u«  esUbUah- 
DtNitB.  Etui  prohibltton  will  &il  to  roDd«r 
•ome  of  theae  MtabliahmeaU  profitable.  But, 
nr,  tfaoagb,  aa  I  before  obeerred,  I  am  vUliog 
to  aecare  to  oar  woollen  maniifactnrera  all  the 
utended  protection  of  the  law  of  '24,  b;  an 
additional  ad  valorem  datj,  I  cannot  see  the 
■ecMsity  of  increaang  the  dntjr  on  iron,  steel, 
and  mainifactnrea  from  theia,  dietilled  Epirita, 
bemp,  flax,  and  molawon. 

^,  I  believe  there  ia  not  a  man  in  this  na- 
tioo,  who  would  ever  have  thought  of  increaa- 
ii^  the  dntj  on  thve  artdole^  had  it  not  been 
■nggested  by  the  exoUement  and  clamor  ruaed 
bfOie  maonfactorere  of  wooL  What  evidence 
UTB  we  that  tlkeae  interests  are  Buffering ;  or, 
if  raffBiing,  that  thef  are  anj  more  depruaed 
than  any  other  brandi  of  indnrtrj  in  onr  conn- 
trjl  To  be  sore,  we  hare  the  testimony  of 
Bannfaotnrera  themaelves,  acme  of  whom,  b  j  re- 
dnmiiK  ererj  thing  to  cash  statements,  uiow  a 
loss.  Bnt,air,inle^£latingfortwelveiiullionaof 
people,  are  we  to  rest  on  the  profit  and  loss 
aoeomit  of  two  or  three  manufacturing  estab- 
Haiunenta  1  Look  at  them  generally,  and  what 
do  we  see  ?  What  do  these  very  mannfactnrers 
tell  OS  t  Why,  that,  notwithstanding  all  their 
i,  and  alt  this  depreasion,  the  business  has 
led,  and  ia  increasing.    If  this  is  anch  a 

»  boaineBs,  whj-  do  we  see  new  eetah- 

TjAnmntu  growing  up,  and  new  investmenta  an- 
BnaDj  ina£ng  t  O^titalists  rarely  oalonlale  in 
this  way.  Prudent  men  never  do.  Investments 
are  rarely  made  in  business  that  is  permanently 
de^«Bed,  but  they  are  made  when  stocks  are 
low  and  depression  considered  temporary. 
Wbat  is  the  evidence  on  which  we  are  urged 
to  1^  an  additional  dnty  on  iron  and  steel  t 
Thea^  nr,  are  artiolea  of  the  first  neoeasity, 
need  by  all  classes,  the  poor  man  as  well  as  the 
rkb,  and,  &om  th^  weight,  are  not  suacepU- 
hle  c^  extenaive  traaqxirtatioo  on  land,  and 
on^t  to  oome  to  our  laborious  citizens  with 
the  least  poemble  charaee.  These  manufao- 
tnrers  do  not  oomplain  of  want  of  skill  or  of  a 
The  whole  testimony  shows  they 


competition  from  foreign  iron,  and  all  agree 
thai  their  expensea  have  not  increased  smc« 
laM.  Sir,  iron  has  been  mann&otnred  from 
tbe  ore  in  this  ooimtry  for  more  than  half  a 
eentary ;  and  if  they  hava  not  already  acquired 
the  leqniaite  akill,  they  never  will  and  I  be- 
tieve  that  those  engaged  In  it  would  have  been 
■"^V^"^  with  the  present  protection,  had  not 
their  aid  been  wanted  to  help  through  another 
item  of  this  bill.  On  what  evidence  are  we 
aeting,  while  about  to  lay  an  additional  dnty 
OB  steel  t  It  does  not  appear  that  &  single 
asnnfartory  of  this  artlde  exists  in  the  coun- 


try, or  that  a  ungte  ponnd  has  ever  been  made 
heM,  and  vet  we  are  aaked  to  increase  the  duty 
upon  it  fifty  per  cent  And  for  what!  Why, 
the  dnty  will  then  be  so  high,  that  some  may 
be  tndaoed  to  try  experiments,  and  thereby  as- 
certain the  fact  whether  we  can  make  it  or 
not.  Pass  the  bill,  sir,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
many  will  try  the  eitieriment,  and  we  aball 
then  have  them  here,  snowing  immenae  invest- 
ments under  the  tariff  of  182S,  oomplalnii^  of 
competition  from  foreign  steel,  and  their  ruin 
inevitable^  unless  we  ^ve  one  hnndred  per 
cent  more,  and  so  we  mnst  go  on  as  we  have 
done,  adding  protection  to  protection,  till  we 
Mmie  to  a  Mneral  prohibition.  Sir,  in  my  pin- 
ion, it  is  all  of  a  piece.  We  are  about  to  im- 
pose on  onr  citiiens  from  fifty  to  one  hnn- 
dred per  cent,  additional  taxes  on  artiolea  of 
tbe  first  neoeaai^,  artidea  absolntdy  indis- 
pensable to  their  comfort  and  aabnstenoe,  to 
break  np  the  branches  of  bnslnen  in  which 
they  have  for  years  been  indnstrionsly  and 
happily  engaged,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
experiments. 

As  to  hemp,  it  appears  to  me,  it  is  abundant- 
ly protected.  Jost  look  at  the  prioeeof  Bnsalau 
and  American  hemti  in  onr  market,  and  it  mubt 
convince  any  man  tnat  this  article  needs  no  far- 
ther protection,  Kassia  hemp  now  commands 
tSTG  per  ton,  while  American  is  quoted  at 
ttSS.  If  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  ton 
is  not  a  Hofflcienl  protection,  what  in  the  name 
of  Heaven  will  he!  The  great  complaint  has 
been,  that  foreign  mannfaotures,  and  articles  of 
foreign  growth,  were  underselling  us  in  our 
own  market ;  bat  this  does  not  apply  to  hemp. 
And,  if  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  ton, 
or  even  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton,  bonnty, 
has  not  induced  the  grower  of  this  article  to 
prepare  it  properly  for  market,  can  we  expect 
that  ten  or  twenty  dollars  more  will  t 

There  is  one  class  of  manufactorera,  and  an 
important  class  too,  who  seemed  to  have  es- 
caped the  notice  of  the  committee — I  mean  the 
mannfactnrers  of  cordage.  This  bill  propoaee 
t«  pnt  an  additional  tax  of  neariy  one  nnndred 
per  cent  on  the  imported  raw  material,  to  dia- 
conrage  ita  use,  while  yoor  own  testimony 
shows  that  yon  cannot  or  will  not  fiimish  them 
a  domestic  material  fit  for  use.  Tea,  nr,  while 
we  have  Just  sent  onr  hooka  to  the  fiirmere  to 
teach  them  how  to  raise  and  prepare  hemp  for 
market  before  tbeaa  treatises  nave  had  time  to 
reach  them,  and  before  we  know  whether  onr 
farmer*  can  or  will  attempt  to  prepare  it  as 
prescribed,  we  are  about  to  lay  an  additional 
dnij  on  foreign  hemp,  progressing  to  nearly 
one  hundred  per  cent  We  have  had  befbra 
ns,  dissertations  upon,  raising  hemp,  and  state- 
meuts  of  the  relative  strength  of  foreign  end 
domestic  yams,  to  show  that  our  hemp,  when 
properly  rotted,  is  snperior  to  any  other.  But, 
sir,  I  had  rather  see  one  ton  of  it  fit  for  uaa, 
than  all  the  statements  and  experiments  that 
have  been  made,  or  that  can  be  made  for 
twenty  years  to  oome.     The  mannfiiotoTen  ot 
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oord^e  are  of  tiie  first  importttnoe  to  the  ocmn- 
tn,  and  IndiBMDsable  to  our  eommeroe ;  ud 
while  thia  btU  will  double  the  duty  on  their 
raw  nutori^  taiOter  to  diaoonrage  them,  it 
takea  kwkj  part  of  the  ezistiDg  drawback  on 
oordwe,  b7  deducting  the  weight  of  the  tar 
used  Si  mannhotoriiig  of  It. 

This  dednotion  on  the  dnwbaek  will  not 
amount  to  mnoh  protection  to  domestdo  hemp : 
for,  Vlille  we  imported,  the  last  jear,  five  thoti- 
Bsnd  and  twentj-two  tana  of  hemp,  the  whole 
export  of  oordage  was  bnt  one  hnndred  and 
nine^-eight  tons.  This,  of  itself  shows  the 
lmp<Mtanoe  of  this  manofactore  to  onr  eom- 
meroe, and  that  all  the  drawbaok  on  the  tar 
mnst  be  amall ;  besides,  I  have  alwi^  under- 
stood, that  the  hemp  loat,  in  w<»kii)g,  all  Uie 
oordagB  gained  b^  the  tar. 

Noi^  sir,  let  us  look  a  moment  to  the  neces- 
iity  of  inoreaaing  the  dnty  on  dock.  The 
principal  owner  and  manager  of  one  monn&c- 
tory  of  this  article  baa  be^  here,  and  etat«0, 
that  it  is  necessarr  and  expedient  to  give  his 
eetablishmest  ftirther  protection.  This  wit- 
ness, like  all  the  others,  wishes,  of  conrse,  to 
advaooe  his  own  interest,  Thejr  all  think,  and 
are  qnite  clear,  that  the  interest  of  the  nation 
reqnlree  th^  several  mannfaotories  ahonld  be 
ftarther  protected— to  be  snre  tbey  are  witr 
neMCS  in  their  own  favor,  and  if  tbey  do  not 
make  ont  a  strong  case,  it  is  not  onr  iknlt. 
Bnt,  in  tlie  course  of  Ibe  examination,  we  have 
the  statement  of  a  year's  bnMness  of  this  dnok 
numnhctorr,  fhjm  which  I  shonld  infer,  that 
no  farther  protection  was  needed.  He  statea 
tbe  oa^iltal  mvest^d,  at  tl70,000.  The  estab- 
lishment, however,  came  into  hia  hands  at 
$87,600.  Last  year,  he  made  7,010  bolts  and 
nieces  of  dadt,  hammock  doth,  and  cotton 
oagging ;  of  the  latter,  only  210  pieces,  leaving 
6,800  iKilte  of  canvas  and  hammock  cloth, 
llie  cost  of  flue,  $8  U  per  bolt ;  cost  of  man- 
n&ctnring  it,  $5  Ofi,  making  %!&  60  cost  of  the 
raw  material,  and  liie  manofaoturing  it  The 
price  of  this  dnok,  In  the  market,  was  tlS  CO, 
giving  a  dear  profit  of  two  dollars  per  bolt, 
which,  to  88J  nothing  of  the  profit  on  the  cot- 
ton bagging,  ^ves  |1S,800  for  that  year.  Thia 
^vee  an  interest  on  more  than  (896,000  on  an 
mveatment  at  its  greatest  extent,  of  (170,000. 
Oertalnl;,  a  bndnees  affording  snoh  a  profit, 
reqnires  no  ftirther  protection.  Agidn,  dr,  I 
find,  on  looking  at  the  oontraota  mane  with  the 
Navy  D^artment,  fbr  the  year  1^7,  which 
have  been  laid  on  our  tables  rince  this  exan^- 
nati<»i  before  the  Oommlttee  on  UannfectnreB, 
Uiat  this  same  witneea,  I  presome  so  from  Ihe 
name,  has  oontncted  to  supply  the  Navy  with 
six  difibrent  kinds  of  duck,  at  prices  fh>m  nine- 
teen and  a  half,  down  to  sixteen  and  a  qnarter 
dollars  per  bdt,  averaging  $17  60  per  bolt. 
This  gives  a  profit  of  more  than  fonr  dollars 
per  bolt ;  and  if  he  Is  as  fortonate  in  hie  sales 
as  in  his  contract,  the  $170,000  invested  in  that 
establiriunent,  will  ^ve  bim  an  int^reat  on 
$160,000.    If  thia  establishment  reqoiiea  for- 
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tfaer  proteotion,  I  tlunk  gentlemen  will  be  pnz- 
zled  to  find  one  that  does  not. 

Connected  with  the  testimony  relative  to 
dock,  we  have  a  piece  of  heare^  evldenoe, 
showing  a  system  of  frand  practised  by  onr 
merchante  to  avoid  the  existing  dn^.  The 
witness  says  he  has  heard  that  onr  merehaata 
are  in  the  habit  of  sending  ont  their  veeselB 
with  old  worn  suls,  and  are  snpplied  in  foreign 
porta,  to  avoid  the  duty.  This,  sir,  is  a  "  story 
for  marinee."  Oan  any  man  in  bis  senses  sup- 
pose, that  onr  merchants  wonld  risk  tbtax  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  for  the  sake  of  snch  a  pitlfiil 
saving  aa  this  t  Even  if  a  merchant  oonld  be 
foond  so  oonanmmately  stupid  and  fooUsh  as  to 
attempt  snoh  a  saving,  he  oonld  not  snooeed. 
Sir,  the  seamen,  the  moment  the  sails  shook 
on^  before  they  cleared  the  land,  would  refiwe 
to  proceed,  and  risk  their  livee  in  a  vessel  Ihna 
fitted  ont ;  they  wonld  demand  a  survey,  and 
upon  snch  survey,  she  wonld  1>e  declared  na- 
seawortby,  with  a  snit  of  snch  sails  aa  are  here 
described.  Again,  nr,  most,  if  not  alt,  d  oor 
merchants  oi^gea  in  a  trade  whCT«  they  oonld 
supply  themselves  wilh  duck  cheaper  than  in 
this  ooanbT,  are  insured — and  oan  we  suppose 
they  would  pay  premiums  of  insurance  when 
they  knew,  In  their  own  soola,  thdr  vessela 
were  not  fit  for  the  voyage ;  and  the  deficienoT- 
so  apparent  and  ao  ea^y  proved  aa  this  wonld 
be  t  No,  sir,  no  merchant  will  ever  risk  hie 
capital  to  this  extent  merely  to  avdd  paying  a 
little  duty.  Sir,  duck,  hemp,  and  iron,  are  the 
three  great  articles  of  consumption  in  building 
and  equipping  our  veeeela,  in  which  borineaa  m 
vast  smoimt  of  medianical  labor  now  finds 
Mmstant  employment  If,  while  oor  merchante 
are  barely  aole,  by  zreater  economy  in  build- 
ing and  eqnipping  tneir  vessels,  and  superior 
energy  ana  aouvity  in  sailing  them,  to  compete 
with  foreign  commerce,  yon  enhance  the  price 
of  our  tonnaoa  to  the  extent  this  bill  proposes, 
yon  will  strike  a  blow,  from  which  onr  oom- 
meroe  may  never  recover.  It  must  and  will 
dwindle,  and  finally  rink  under  aaoh  exorbitant 


T^msnAT,  Uarcih  8, 
Tarif  set. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Mallakt,  the  Honse  re- 
sumed the  oonsiderBtion  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  the 
question  Mita  on  the  motion  ot  Mr.  Babvkt, 
to  strike  ont  uie  first  seoUon. 

Ur.  FioTD,  of  yirgjniiL  after  some  remaika 
on  the  course  which  tiie  debate  bad  taken,  ow- 
ing to  the  form  of  Hr.  Baknxt's  motion,  and 
some  observations  about  the  price  of  com,  dec, 
suggested  to  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
question,  whether  it  wonld  not  be  better  first 
to  let  the  bill  be  so  modified  by  amendmeota  aa 
to  give  it  the  most  acceptable  form,  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  general  argument  <hi  the 
qoestion  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  BA£Kzr,  after  eiidaining  flw  rewon  whf 
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ho  lud,  nadet  the  ralw  ol  order,  been  obliged 
to  mmke  his  motion  in  the  form  be  h*d,  in  <v- 
d«r  to  N*ch  the  other  puta  of  the  bill  in  de- 
late^ vhkh  were  not  indaded  in  the  •mend- 
matt  atJb.  ¥tij,jBT  withdrew  hia  motion  to 
■like  OQt  the  first  eeotion ;  and  the  qaestion 
■OT  reonmng  on  the  amendment  of  lu.  Mai.- 
un, 

Mr.  HuXT  obeeired  that,  fbr  manj  years  put 
Ske  pnblic  attention  had  been  directed,  with  a 
iMp  interest,  towards  the  establishment  and 
pcogrcee  of  domestic  mann&ctnrea.  Their  sal' 
otB^  eSwt  on  egricnltore,  aeH  Mr.  K,  bj  fur- 
■Mhmg  a  readr  and  prbfitable  market  for  the 
prodn^iona  t^the  earth— the  enterprise  of  our 
citMeau — the  immense  mnltiplication  of  'Uie 
prodnotive  power  of  labor  wnioh  they  areata 
17  meens  of  machinerr,  and  their  essential  lO. 
in  rmdering  ns  indcftendent  of  foreign  nations, 
ve  among  the  reasons  for  reqnirtng  the  f6st«r- 
JMcare  and  iMvtection  of  Ctoremment 

when  I  aroee  yesterday  to  address  the  Ohair, 
it  waa  not  my  intantion,  neitiier  to  it  now,  to 
£senes  the  general  ments  of  this  bill,  or  the 
■neadment  as  proposed  by  my  honorable 
fiisad,  the  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Mann&otnree,  and  wbioh  he  supported  with 
gnat  ability  and  force  of  arKnment;  bat  to 
nbinit  my  Tiewa  nptxi  one  satijeot  whiob  has 
been  iito(»porated  into  the  bill,  and  which,  ao- 
eotding  to  my  nnderstan^ng,  has  no  natara] 
ecwmeoticm  with  the  other  great  oUeots  oon- 
tained  in  it.  The  tftaet  oC  its  introdaotion,  as 
I  ifpmbaaiei,  will  be  to  embarrass,  rather 
than  to  prtHnote  the  aooomidishment  of  that  sys- 
tem whH^  so  many  gentlemen  in  this  Hooae, 
sod  so  large  a  portion  of  this  oonntry,  have  in 
Tiew.  The  aabjaot  in  the  bill,  to  which  1  si- 
hde,  is  the  one  which  relates  to  the  increase  of 
the  duty  npon  ftn^gn  molasses,  and  the  repeal 
of  the  onwback  upon  the  expcnrtation  of  sfAiita 
iH«tilljJ  ftom  ♦!">*  materiaL 

Petitions  and  m«noriala  from  Tarions  ports 
at  the  Uaioii  and  traax  all  classes  of  citi^ns, 
ban  beea  crowded  np<m  onr  tables  during  the 
vbole  ot  the  present  aesrioo,  prying  for  the 
fnterpodtion  m  0<mgress  to  afibrd  some  aid 
■Bd  relief  to  the  great  agrionltoral  sod  mann- 
*w«iirfnB  interests  <rf  this  conntry,  by  intsreasing 
the  dn^  np<xi  fhrrignwool,  wodlen  goods, 
inm,  a»d  varions  other  articles;  trat  amidst 
tUs  ceaeral  expression  trf  the  public  voioe,  not 
a  vhiaper  baa  been  heard  for  augmenting  the 
daty  apon  molasses.  Even  the  mano&oborers 
«t  Hum  article  have  not  desired  iL  They  are 
satiaSed  with  the  pn^ts  and  protection  which 
Otej  now  vioj,  and  well  may  they  be  so,  for 
itisafhot  w^  understood,  that  the  sngar  idan- 
litiooa  of  Loninana,  wher«  the  New  Oiieans 
■olaaaea  is  tnonnliutnred,  afford  a  greater 
satoant  of  pndt  than  any  other  branoh  ctf  ag- 
rienltwalemployiMaitiathtooonntry.  Inthat 
part  of  the  SbOe  which  ia  oonge^nl  to  the 
0owth  of  the  sncar  oane,  almost  the  whole  in- 
dnniy  ia  direetea  to  its  culture ;  and  such  is 
tbe  srUi^  with  vhioh  coital  in  ieeldng  for  an 


iuTeatment  in  this  baBineas,  that  legislative  en- 
aotinent  would  hardly  be  able  to  acoelerate  lla 
increase.  Binca  the  year  1824,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  prodactioQ  of  sngar  and  molsises  In 
Loaisituia  has  t>een  donbled,  and  the  produoe 
of  the  last  yeu-  swells  to  the  prodigious  omonnt 
of  80,000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  being  equal  to  68,- 
000,000  of  pounds,  and  S,00aO00  gallons  of 
molasses.  Tliis  badness,  therefore,  requires  no 
additional  aid  or  stimulus  from  Oovemment; 
it  doee  DOt^  like  many  other  kinds  of  employ- 
ment, present  the  melancholy  spectaole  of  lui- 
gnislimant,  ruin,  and  decay,  for  want  of  pro- 

The  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Stb- 
Tnrsoii)  informed  us  that  tite  presMit  project 
of  increasing  the  duty  on  molasaee,  to  not  the 
first  one  that  has  been  offered  to  Oongress,  but 
that  a  report  was  made  by  a  committee  some 
few  years  ago  to  this  House  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. I^  however,  we  look  into  tiie  history  of 
the  l^slation  upon  tbU  subject,  we  shall  find 
that  Oongress  has  always  guarded  this  article 
with  a  seeming  anxiety,  from  high  taxation. 

By  the  first  act  under  the  present  organisa- 
tion of  this  Qovemment,  passed  July  20,  1780, 
laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wsfes,  and  merchandise, 
impacted  into  the  country,  the  impost  upon 
molasses  was  two  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon. 
The  experience,  however,  of  one  year,  oon* 
vinoed  the  nation  that  the  revenue  was  too  in- 
adeqnate  for  the  support  of  Government  and 
the  disohaj^  of  the  public  debt ;  and  on  the 
tenth  of  August,  1790,  a  new  act  was  passed, 
increasing  the  duties,  adding  about  50  per  oenL 
on  sugar,  spirits,  fto. ;  bat  only  one-half  a  oemt 
per  ^lon  upon  this  article.  By  the  several 
acta  of  1762  and  17H  further  additions  were 
made  to  the  daties  apon  most  foreign  good^ 
but  no  increase  was  made  to  the  tax  oa  molae- 
see.  But  when  a  new  era  occurred,  and  extra- 
ordinary espenditoreswere  reqaired  for  enlarg- 
ing the  navy,  and  snpporting  a  standlnc  army, 
when  in  Qie  ooorse  erf  four  years  snooeMing  '96 
more  than  $17,000,000  of  loans  were  anthor- 
iced;  when  the  direct  taxes  were  impoMd; 
when  bohea  t«a  waa  sutjected  to  new  duties ; 
and  eight  cents  per  bushel  were  added  to  the 
previonr  tax  npon  salt ;  then  it  was  in  ocanpa- 
ny  with  these  taiee,  that  the  ftartber  smn  of 
one  cent  per  gallon  was  added  to  roolflww  Id 
the  year  'S7,  and  one  cent  more  in  1800,  m^Hng 
the  whole  dn^  five  oemte  per  gall<m,  beyond 
which  it  has  norer  been  sdvuioed  in  time  of 


Soon  after  the  commencement  oS  the  late 
war,  an  .additional  duty  of  one  hnndred  p«r 
cent,  was  made  to  Uie  permanent  duties  by  the 
act  of  Jnly  ],  1813,  but  Umited,  however,  in  its 
operadcm,  to  one  year  from  the  conduuon  <d 
peace.  After  the  oconrrenoe  of  that  fortonato 
event,  in  1816,  the  whole  sal^eot  of  the  ravo- 
nne  onderwent  a  full  and  tborongh  revisi(m| 
and  at  (hat  period,  when  we  had  just  emerged 

ar,  with  a  debt  o'  •">"  "^  ™" "— 

hands,  the  dnty  waa  ei 
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per  gaUtm ;  and  now,  whon  hslf  Uiat  debt  has 
been  dbcbarged,  and  most  bj  the  neoMsarj 
operation  oi  onr  present  H^Btem  of  finance,  be 
Mitirelj  eztii^ighed  in  Uie  course  of  six  or 
eight  years,  we  are  oalled  on  to  impose  npon 
the  people  a  doable  datj,  a  war  tax,  npon  an 
article,  too,  which  nae  haa  rendered  one  of  the 
neoesaaries  of  life. 

The  prime  cost  of  molasses  in  the  West  In- 
dies depends  npon  its  qnaUtj,  and  varies  from 
fire  to  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,  mak- 
ing the  average  price  eight  cents  and  Uiree- 
qnarters ;  and  wlule  some  parts  of  the  ooantrr 
oppoae  with  leal  and  vehemence  anj  addition  to 
the  present  dnties  of  26  and  8S  per  oent  upon 
woollen  cloths,  we  are  urged  to  impose  a  donble 
tax  npon  mtdaases,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  od 
valorem  charge  of  one  bondred  and  twenty  per 
oent 

From  the  year  18S0  to  1826,  indnrive,  the 
average  aimnal  amonnt  of  molasses  imported, 
was  13,80fl,9i8  gallons,  prodncing  a  revenue  of 
npwards  of  1640,000  per  annnm.  The  tax  for 
this  portion  of  the  pnolic  revenue  is  manifestly 
Dneqntl  in  its  operation  npon  the  different  sec- 
tdons  of  the  Uuon.  The  principal  part  of  the 
foreign  molasses  is  consamed  in  New  England, 
New  York,  and  a  few  of  the  States  bordering 
upon  the  Atlantic ;  while  amidst  the  great  mass 
of  popolation  at  the  West,  it  is  but  seldom  in- 
trodneed,  and  its  consnmption  is  small  and  lim- 
ited. In  many  sections  of  that  oonntry  a  great 
abnndanoe  Is  easily  monnfaotared  at  home,  and 
the  balance  cf  the  supply,  supposed  to  be  about 
9,000,000  gallons  annnally,  passes  from  the 
plantations  of  Lonisiana  up  the  Hiasissippi,  the 
Ohio,  the  Illinois,  and  the  Ulssonri. 

The  tax  is  not  only  principally  paid  by  the 
eastern  States,  bnt  what  renders  its  operation 
still  more  severe  and  nneqnal  is,  that  m  those 
States  the  poorer  part  of  the  population  pays 
the  greater  portion  of  the  tax,  as  tney  consome, 
in  proportion  to  their  nnmbers,  lar^r  qnanti' 
ties  than  the  rich.  They  daily  nse  it  in  their 
humble  fare,  upon  their  cakes  and  their  pud- 
dings; and  as  a  cheap  snbetitnte  for  sugar  in 
tea,  in  all  sorts  of  cookery,  and  for  other  do- 
mestic purposes.  It  enters  eopiondy  into  the 
oomporition  of  beer,  and  various  kinds  of 
drink,  as  a  wholesome  and  valuable  sabstitute 
for  ardent  spirits ;  and  it  produces  a  moral  influ- 
ence npon  society,  by  affording  a  protection 
from  inebiiety,  and  the  ruinous  habits  of  in- 

We  possess  no  data  for  determblng  with  ao- 
Dnreoy  the  i^nantiCy  of  molasses  that  is  con- 
anmed  in  any  particular  State  or  section  of 
oonntry.  Prom  the  best  information  which  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  estimate  the  annual 
consumption  of  molasses  in  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, at  five  hundred  thoneand  gaUons,  being 
eomewbat  less  than  two  gallons  to  an  individ- 
naL  Upon  this  amount,  which  I  think  will  not 
be  regarded  as  excessive,  it  follows  that  the 
national  Treasury  now  draws  from  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  that  State,  upon  the  present  duties, 


$26,000  per  annnm — a  tax  that  b  snfficiant  to 
defHiy  one-half  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State 
Oovemment,  and  already  heavy  apon  a  peo|de 
that  enjoy  none  of  the  ooontervading  advan- 
tages of  commerce — public  worka  and  expendi- 
tures, canals,  national  roads,  or  the  gratuitiea 
of  public  lands. 

The  proposed  angmentation  of  daty  would 
materially  diminish  tiie  amounted  importation, 
and  destroy  some,  and  impair  all,  of  tne  impoi^ 
taut  interests  that  are  now  dependent  upon  tho 
varioos  branches  of  trade  in  this  commodity. 
It  is  a  trade  far  different  ^om  that  witik  Great 
Britain,  where  there  is  no  reciprocity  of  inter- 
change ;  where,  notwithstanmng  we  receive 
millions  of  her  cloths  and  mannfaotnrea  every 
year,  yet  all  the  prodnctions  of  this  oonntiy, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  are  excluded 
from  her  ports  with  as  mncb  rigor  and  anxiety, 
OS  if  they  oarried  pestilenoe  alon^  with  tiiem. 
Bnt  our  trade  with  the  Weet  Indies  is  carried 
on  by  barter — agricnltnre  is  concerned  in  its 
snoomsfol  prosecution.  Our  beet  pork,  butter, 
cheese,  rice — ell  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  live 
stock,  household  fnmitare,  saddles,  hats,  shoes, 
and  the  products  of  the  workshops,  are  readi- 
ly received  in  the  West  Indies  in  exchange  for 
this  commodity. 

He  lumber  bu^eea,  which  is  of  vital  im- 
portance to  many  parts  of  the  country,  would, 
by  the  imposition  of  double  duties,  become  an- 
nihilated, as  the  honorable  gentleman  tTom 
Maine  has  already  evinced  with  great  cleomeee 
and  ability.  During  the  last  year,  there  were 
two  hundred  and  three  clearances  from  the 
single  district  of  ForUsnd,  to  the  West  Indies 
—36,000,000  feet  of  boards,  scantling,  Ac, 
were  exported,  and  the  return  cargoes  brought 
home  8,890,881  gallons  of  molasses.  This  bus- 
iness, dthongh  large  and  extensive,  in  whidi  a 
great  portion  of  the  popnlatitm  of  Uaine  is  en- 
goged,  is  by  no  means  lucrative,  and  it  does  no 
more  than  repay  the  ordinary  wages  of  labor. 
And  if  yon  donble  the  duty  as  proposed,  yon 
do  in  effect  put  a  tax  npon  tiie  lumber  bnsinees- 
of  not  less  than  800,000  dollars  per  annnm ;  and 
it  most  cease  to  exist  The  burthen  wonid  be 
too  heavy  to  be  borne,  and  beneath  the  pres- 
sure of  such  a  wei^t  it  most  inevitabW  sink. 

The  fisheries,  where  are  forined  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  navy,  and  which  the  vigilant 
policy  of  onr  Government  has  ever  delighted  to 
encourage  and  protect,  would  wither  at  the  loss 
of  any  important  branch  of  onr  trade  with  the 
West  Indies.  During  die  five  years  from  1833 
to  1626,  the  dried  and  pickled  fish,  fish  and 
whale  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  &e.,  which  wer« 
sold  in  the  west  Indies,  amounted,  npon  an  av- 
erage, to  (089,776  per  annnm,  being  about 
twice  the  amonnt  which  was  exported  to  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  globe.  These  islands  are 
the  great  foreign  reoeptaoles  for  our  produota 
of  the  sea.  It  is  there  the  hardy  flsherman, 
who  spends  bis  toilsome  days  and  watohfol 
nights  npon  the  banks  of  Newfoondland,  or 
who,  with  more  adventure,  donbles  (he  Ur- 
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diest  Ch^Ms,  «fid  bunnefl  the  whale  throngh 
vrerr  mo,  maj'  find  a  market  tor  the  prodact 
of  histoOa. 

Then  is  another  intere^  of  long  standing 
in  this  conntiy,  that  of  distiUinK  molamei,  which 
woold  neoesMrily  t>«  rnined  bj  doubling  the 
dntiaa.  and  repealing  the  drawback  which  is 
I  upon  the  exportation  of  the  spir- 


■itide  !q  tbe  West  laiieB  is  but  Bmall,  and  that 
its  chief  valne  is  imported  to  it  b7  the  indurtrj 
and  labor  of  onr  own  dtizene.  We  famish  the 
caika  which  cont^  it,  the  Tessels  which  trana- 
port  it,  and  the  bands  who  perform  the  Tojage. 
To  evarj  gallon  of  molasses  that  Ib  dktilled,  not 
less  than  twentj-flve  cents  of  its  vahie  is  crea- 
ted by  American  industry  and  skill ;  and  if,  as 
the  gentlemaii  from  Pennsjlrania  BDpposea.  6,- 
000,000  of  ralloDS  are  yearly  oonverted  into 
qiirits,  it  foUows  that  2,000,000  dollars'  worth 
rf  labor  is  required  for  snoh  a  production.  If 
the  sound  [K>licy  of  this  country  reqaires  tlie 
entire  sappreasion  of  this  business,  and  this  is 
the  only  object  which  the  gentlemen  have  in 
view,  let  ns  accomplish  it  in  the  plain  and  sim- 

&  manner,  by  patting  a  tax  upon  the  distil- 
ea,  and  not  by  impoung  new  and  enormous 
duties  npoo  the  consumers  of  molasses. 

The  amoimt  of  foreign  molassea  that  is  anmutl- 
ij  dbtilled  In  the  United  States,  cannot  perhaps 
w  asoert^ned  with  certainty.  We  are,  how- 
eter,  in  the  possession  of  certun  facts  from 
which  we  derive  an  opinion,  that  the  quantity 
fa  not  largey  and  that  the  estimate  formed  by  tlie 
hoDOTable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is 
nnich  loo  high, 

?rom  the  year  1790  to  1800,  both  inclusive, 
tita  whole  miantity  of  molasses  imported  into 
the  United  States  was  C3,S23,607  gallons;  and 
1>y  a  statement  derived  from  a  report  of  Vr. 
OaHatiii,  it  appears  that  the  Bpirits  distilled  from 
the  same  was  28,148,101  gsHons,  being  2,101,- 
4D0  gallons  per  annum ;  and  this  was  at  a  pe- 
riod when  tne  enmrtation  of  these  spirits  was 
much  greater,  ana  the  distillation  from  domes- 
tic materials  mnoh  less,  than  at  preseat.  By 
tiM  testimony  taken  before  the  Committee  of 
Uann&ctare^  it  appears  that  the  diadlleries  In 
Ste  neighboiliood  of  New  York,  at  Hudson  and 
Albany,  manufhctnre  only  about  8fi0,000  gal- 
lons per  annum;  and  that  the  (jnantity  distiSed 
in  all  that  part  of  the  eoontry,  including  Jersey 
City  and  Btaten  Island,  Is  less  by  one-half  than 
h  was  in  18ia.  In  1810,  it  appears  in  the  re- 
tntns  made  by  the  marshals,  that  the  quantity 
of  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  States  from 
Dudasses,  was  3,827,625  gallons ;  and  since 
that  period,  the  presnmption,  I  think,  may  be 
Inriy  dedaeed,  uiat  the  whole  quantity  has 
been  dbninisbed  rather  than  increased. 

The  repeal  of  the  drawback,  as  proposed  in 
the  bin,  would  entirely  prevent  the  further  ex- 
portation of  thb  kind  of  spirit  Such  an  ope- 
r(ti<n,  however,  would  seem  manifestly  repug- 
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nant  to  the  trae  policy  of  the  country ;  for  so 
long  as  the  distillation  shall  continne,  tlie  great- 
er the  exportation,  the  lai^r  will  be  the  spaoe 
for  the  market  of  gin,  whiskey,  and  other 
liqnors,  manufactured  from  domestic  materials. 
Hr.  Olaiborse  said  he  was  decidedly  oppos- 
ed to  the  principles  of  this  bill,  and  more  so  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  genUemen  from 
Vermont.  Bis  constitQeots  wonld,  he  thouriit, 
be  serioQsly  iqjured  by  the  passage  of  either. 


tion.  The  soil  of  the  section  of  country  he 
represented,  was  by  no  means  ungrateful.  The 
olmiste  was  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  most 
of  the  artiotea  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  ao- 
oommodationof  man.  Neverthelesa,  from  the 
earliest  settlement  of  the  country  to  this  day, 
the  people  have  devoted  their  time  and  labor  to 
the  culture  of  tobacco,  almost  exolosively.  It 
was  to  the  sale  of  that  article  they  looked  fen" 
the  education  of  their  children,  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  and  the  purchase  of  many  articles 
from  the  people  of  the  west  and  northwest 
section  of  our  country,  and  tJie  pnrohase  of 
various  articles  of  merchandise  of  foreign  and 
domestic  character.  When  he  mentioned  those 
facts,  it  wonld  at  once  be  seen  what  a  deep  in- 
terest tbey  take  in  tliis  questitm,  lliiB  oircum- 
stanoe  ui^  him  to  participate  in  this  debate. 
He  feared  he  did  not  possess  that  elocution  (call 
it  by  what  name  you  please)  which  was  c^cu- 
lated  to  fli  and  retain  attention.  But,  said  h& 
if  I  had  but  one  pebble  from  a  brook,  I  would 
nevertheless  advance  to  the  discussion  of  this 
interesting  question.  Some  gentiemen  snppose 
that  we,  who  are  opposed  to  this  bill,  areop- 
posed  to  all  "  tariffs ;  "  but  it  is  not  so.  Who 
IB  there — what  intelligent  citizen  is  opposed  to 
a  moderate.  Judicious,  and  constitutional  tarifft 
None ;  no,  not  one.  The  oonstitntion  gives  to 
the  Greneral  Government  great  powers.  It  has 
snrrendered  the  purse  of  tlie  nation  to  Congress. 
At  the  moment  of  the  surrender,  the  framera 
of  the  oonstitntion  knew  the  magnitude  of  the 
grant.  They  knew  that  man  was  fbnd  of 
power,  seized  it  with  avidity,  and  was  prone  to 
abuse  tt  They  knew,  too,  that  in  bad  times, 
bad  men  misht  convert  the  power  of  taxation 
into  levers  oy  which  to  raise  the  moral  and 
political  world  from  their  proper  places.  Hence 
the  f ramero  of  the  constitution  threw  around  the 
grant  of  power  to  impose  taxee,  wise  and  ssln- 
tary  reetrictiona,  on  the  observance  of  which, 
every  thing  depended,  I>o  you  wish  this  Gov- 
ernment to  attain  an  enviable  perpetnily  I  Do 
you  wish  it  to  stand  like  a  ro<^  in  the  ocean  of 
time,  saperior  to  the  storms  of  faction,  and  as> 
sanlts  of  ambition  ?  Regard  those  restrictions. 
Yes,  the  conatitntion  authorizes  you  to  levy 
direct  taxes — on  the  lands,  houses,  and  slaves 
of  your  citizens.  But,  sir,  this  Is  a  power  too 
delicate  and  dangerous  for  the  Government  to 
exercise  in  this  country,  except  in  difficult  and 
trying  times.  It  can  only  safely  be  exercised 
in  war,  or  in  pr^aring  for  war.   In  saoh  k 
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coatingenoj,  it  would  be  aoqnieooed  in  ;  nay, 
nipported  by  tJie  p6ople.  The  pride  of  valor, 
and  the  Iots  of  ooimtrr,  would  tnen  Hasten  its 
eiercUe.  The  framera  of  the  conatitntjon  knew 
tliia,  and  henoe  th6j  provided  that  the  General 
GoTOrnment,  from  time  to  time,  might  imooae 
■acli  dnUea  on  imported  articles  as  wonia  be 
mffioient  t«  lactaui  tlie  Qovenunent  in  tlie 
taxrdM  of  ita  delMated  powers,  pay  the  pnblic 
debts,  and  defend  Uxe  conntrj.  In  the  impod- 
tion  of  duties  on  imported  articles,  70a  wAj  go 
to  the  DtmoBt  verge  of  those  great  oonstitationaJ 
limits;  bejond,  the  ground  is  bolj,  and,  for 
one,  I  wiU  not  oocnpj  it.  Demonstrate  that 
additional  duties  <Hi  imported  woollens,  Jm.,  &c^ 
are  neoessaiy  to  support  the  Government,  pay 
the  national  debt,  and  defend  the  conntrv ;  and 
if  otiier  articles  on  which  it  is  mor»  pmdent  to 
1^  thwi,  oannot  befbnnd,  then  I  shall coniuder 
myself  bound  to  eopport  the  general  system ; 
but  that  is  notpreteiMed.  The  preseat  refenne 
Is  not  only  snfSdent  to  support  tne  Government, 
fortify  the  seaports,  and  increase  the  navy,  bat 
to  pay  off  the  debt  as  fast  as  it  becomes  due. 
Kt,  by  the  constitution,  yon  can  impose  dndes 
on^  for  revenue.  Eiamine  the  oonatitntion, 
line  by  line,  sentence  by  sentence,  and  show,  if 
Ton  can,  a  claoso  which  authorizes  duties  on 
unported  articles,  for  purposes  other  than  rev- 
enne.  In  ray  opinion,  snoh  grant  of  power 
cannot  be  found.  If  it  had  been  the  intention 
of  Ilia  fVamers  of  tbe  constitQtion  to  have  aa- 
tjiorized  the  impomtion  of  duties  for  any  other 
purpose  than  revemie,  would  they  hare  omitted 
icienoe— that  science  which  coatribntee  more 
thu  any  Uiing  else  to  the  preservation  of  onr 
free  institDtionst  The  provision  In  tlie  oonsti- 
tation  which  aathorizes  Oongrese  to  secure  for 
a  limited  term  of  years  to  artists  and  authors 
the  fruits  of  their  labor,  confirms  me  in  the 
opinions  I  have  expressed.  Vhy  then  did  they 
tnnit  to  give  to  Oongreee  a  grant  to  effect,  if  in 
their  power,  a  wide  spread  of  science  t  That 
•raenoe  which  paved  the  way  to  our  independ- 
ence^ and  secured  our  civil  and  reli^oos  liber- 
ties ; — that  diffnmon  of  knowledge,  that  eipan- 
rion  of  liberal  opinion,  which  caused  everv  man 
to  estimate  his  own  importance — to  feel  that 
he  was  something,  snd  not  a  cipher  on  the 
master  roll  of  nnmon  )>eiugs — that  science 
which  has  proeMmed,  and  noiT  mtunttuns  the 
iudependenoe  of  South  America;  and,  at  this 
moment,  is  nusng  the  deeoendonte  of  Leonidas 
ai^  Solon  from  the  dosL  to  which  they  have 
been  boond  down  for  the  last  five  hundred 
years  by  the  iron  hand  of  oppression,  and  is 
i^^  exhibiting  them  on  the  dasdo  fields  of 
Gr«Me,  in  all  the  port  and  attitude  of  freemen  t 
I  answeo^  and  say  it  vras  not  (we  of  the  purposes 
fbr  whkn  the  federal  constitnU(«i  was  formed, 
like  every  thing  tiea,  the  care  whereof  is  not 
expready  deleg^«d  tothe  General  Government, 
it  u  left  to  the  States,  in  other  words,  b  re- 
tained 1^  them.  I  shall  bereaft«t  mention 
Other  things  just  as  important  as  manofictiiree, 
vhiob  an  not  named  m  the  eonstitntion,  and 
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of  conrve  are  beyond  the  oonbol  of  the  National 
Letnslatnre. 

When  he  saw  great  masses  of  the  community 

Snitting  the  ooltivation  of  the  eardi  to  glean  a 
ving  on  the  seas,  or  within  the  walla  of  a 
HcUy  manoCaoturing  establishment,  his  mind 
was  hurried  into  the  opinion  that  the  earth  was 
burthened  with  a  population  beyond  its  ability 
to  support:,  no  matter  how  great  the  labor 
devoted  to  its  cnltivation.  It  tlus  state  of 
things  in  the  occupations  of  men  is  brought 
about  when  the  earth  is  able  to  maintain  them, 
some  writers  have  imagined  it  is  prodnced  by 
the  msl-admiuistcation  of  the  GovemmenL 
The  cultivation  of  the  earth  is  tbe  primitive 
and  favorite  pursuit  of  man. 

If  there  M  a  chosen  race  of  men,  may  w« 
not  say  'tis  the  farmers,  planters,  and  agricnl- 
torists.  Among  them  yon  rarely  see  the 
shiveiiug  pongs  of  want;  to  them  ambitioa 
never  yet  turned  in  pursuit  of  fit  materials  for 
dvil  strife  and  political  volcanoes.  In  them 
you  behold  the  votaries  of  truth,  ind  disciples 
of  lilMrty,  ever  ready  to  show  that  devotion  to 
the  conntey,  which  is  due  to  a  Jtut  Government 
and  wise  system  of  laws.  When  the  popnlaUoD 
has  advanced  to  that  point,  that  the  soil  wiU 
not  maiutaia  it,  the  eagle  ej^  aagaoity  of  the 
citizen  will  open  to  him  the  road  to  snch  em- 

Eloymentsas  will  best  maintain  him.  There  will 
B  no  necessity  for  the  Government  to  resort 
to  a  hot-bed  system  of  legislation,  to  force  into 
premature  existence,  a  nnmber  of  sickly  mana- 
factnring  establishments,  that  will  want  constant 
ud  from  the  Government  When  the  popular 
tion  advances  to  that  point.  Government  haa 
only  to  afford  protection  to  all.  Becure  to 
every  man,  by  an  even-handed  Justice^  the  fruita 
of  his  labor,  whether  that  labor  is  oevoted  to 
the  cnltivation  of  the  earth,  the  navigation  of 
the  seas,  or  tbe  labors  of  the  loom,  anvil,  or 
hammer.  Need  I  go  further  than  our  own 
country,  for  a  happy  illustration  of  the  result* 
flowing  from  a  system  of  Government,  founded 
on  the  mild  and  philosophical  priudple  I  here 
advocate)  Under  theu*  influence,  we  have, 
from  small  beginnings,  grown  np  into  a  great 
people — worthy  the  respeot  of  the  world.  Sir, 
we  mnst  become  a  great  agricoltnral,  commer- 
cial, and  manu&cUmog  people.  We  mnst  be- 
come, I  say,  a  great  awicnltural  people — we 
have  a  sufficiency  of  arable  land,  for  the  occom- 
modatioD  of  the  people  of  the  present  day. 
Nay,more,fbrtiieaooommodatianof  our  pm^ 
blepopulation,  for  five  hundred  years  to  come. 
This  incessant  angmenUtion  of  duties  on  im- 
ported articles  to  favor  mannfactnres,  is  a  dan- 
gerous prooedm'e.  The  politician  advances  to 
his  subject  with  great  cuonmspectton,  and  by 
prudent  snd  wise  retrest,  he  is  not  only  fre- 
quently enabled  to  regtia  his  ground,  but  m 
beyond  the  triumph  he  at  first  meditated.  I^ 
then,  we  must  be  a  manufacturing  people,  let 
it  be  by  a  slow  process.  Where  do  we  get  our 
examples  to  follow !  not  from  Genoa  and  Veoice. 
They  sprung,  as  It  were^  from  the  aea;  tbe? 
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wa*  dMtitDt«  of  territoTT  to  cnltivate;  tbej 
ranld  not  bsj  as  we  do.  with  refereno*  to  oar 
nil,  £m«*  «(  «  pbiriina  wnM*.  Keoesritj 
mde  them  merehanta  and  mannfoctitrers. 
How  long  did  Gnat  Britain  exist  aa  a  nation, 
bafara  aha  MMved  to  anrlTalldd  eic«Denoe  in 
eamioeree  and  mannftotDnat  I  answer,  nntil 
bar  population  adnnoad  to  that  jxAat  that  tho 
■oil  oonld  sot  maintain  it ;  then  her  mannfao- 
tvTM  and  commeroe  flonriihed.  The  progrcaa 
we  havo  made  ii^  indeed,  wondertbL  Be  pa- 
tieot;  an  improvident  itep  might  be  prodno- 
tire  (rf  ineoDceiTable  miBOhief.  Do  we  expect 
to  maiat^n,  in  a  moment,  that  whioh  In  older 
emmtriea  haa  been  more  thaneqoal  to  tha  tabor 
of  ag«al  Can  jon  abolish  the  woollen,  mo- 
lawca,  and  iron  trade  at  a  blow,  and  tarn  eome 
twen^  tboDMUid  perscma  engaged  therein  to 
ether  pvnoita,  withoat  eerions  mischief  t  Onr 
I^gidatore  haa  been  reproaehed  with  itwplog 
beyond  the  age  we  ti*e  fn.  A  wise  l^ifa^on 
looks  to  Hie  present  moment^  as  well  as  to  fv 
tailtj.  As  It  iBTa  the  foondation  for  bettering 
the  oooditioii  i^  the  peo^  of  the  present  dajr, 
tt  pares  the  waj  to  batter  tiie  Qcmdition  of  pos- 
lentf.  If  maonfbetnrea  are  neoeesar?  to  oor 
ind^endenee,  tbej  will  grow  ander  existing  dr- 


Tbe  Iiistot7  of  the  tariff  in  this  eoantry  de- 
Hrree  some  nodoe.  There  have  been  fbor  re- 
vfaals:  tn  lT8g,  1816,  IBSO,  ISM.  Theae  have 
israriatdT  been  efieoted  hj  oomprtHnise.  To 
break  in  so  freqaentlf  on  the  s;ri>tetn,  eod  ex- 
taod  the  daHes,  prodnoea  jealoaBj.  dissatisfoo- 
tloa,  and  strife.  It  keeps  the  }Hloe  of  labor 
nd  property  conrtantiy  flnotnating.  It  nn- 
Id^es  tM  confidence  of  the  people  in  yonr 
tews,  and  it  disorders  the  dreolatuig  mediam 
of  tbe  eonntry.  This  inoessant  advance  in  da- 
tica  entioea  pecqtle  to  embark  in  manofaotaring 
e*itB»btnenta,  with  an  impreanon  that  the 
flwetuinent  will  sostain  them  at  all  events, 
and  make  thrir  labor  prodnetdre.  The  ooane 
panned  by  Congreae  in  18M  has  led  to  this 
effort  to  increase  the  dnties.  It  will  be  re- 
■emberad  that  that  enterpridng  Btat^  now 
tta  moot  exteiuively  raigsged  in  the  wot^en 
namfketDrea,  was  then  opposed  to  inoreased 
dnttee  on  forogn  wo<dlens.  If  I  am  rigbtly  in- 
fcrmed,  bnt  a  small  minority  of  tbeir  repreaeat- 
Mtres  here  voted  for  the  MU  of  IBM.  That 
Btato,  I  am  told,  is  now  at  the  t^porite  pdnt, 
■ad  wr  greater  faterease.  Sr,  yonr  legidation 
■ednees  Toor  eititeu  to  invert  time  aod  money 
ia  tboaa  estaUirimiNita ;  and  anless  yon  take  a 
finn  staad,  yon  most  end  in  the  CStiaeae  ayetem 
of  exdiiri«xi.  Li  1824,  tbe  vote  of  the  Uassa- 
eUusotti  detagaflon  enoonraged  a  belief  that  fee 
nann&etaree  there,  were  tbMi  proeperods;  tba 
faMreaied  dniiee  Ind  that  year  sMooed  very 
aany  to  invest  th^  cwital  in  wmrflen  mana- 
httana,  Itmaj  raterea  into  tbe  bosineaa,  no 
dovbt,  with  borrowed  oa^taL  What  fn^owedt 
That  whidi  was  to  be  appreh«tded :  eompeti- 
tion  was  encotintered  at  home,  and  fhxn  abroad, 
T^  profita,  at  firet  large,  are  redseed  and  now 


oomes  the  ^ipliootion  for  JWther  protection; 
and  no  donbt,  in  my  mind,  it  will  be  oontinned 
nntil  it  works  a  total  ezctn^on.  I  gay  total 
excloBion.  Think  yoa  that  yon  can  constrain 
the  nations  of  the  earth  to  bny  yonr  prodnoe 
exdaBively  with  money  t  China  has  hereto- 
fore done  so.  It  is  said,  by  a  Itoman  writer, 
that  the  East  India  trade  was  the  golf  into 
which  Sowed  the  wealth  of  the  worid,  from 
the  first  dawning  of  oivilixation  to  his  time ; 
and  1  tty,  ft  eontmneK  in  a  meaeore,  so  to  this 
day.  Bnt  if  their  wealth  in  the  preoions  metali 
has  inoreased-^  scienee,  atta,  and  morals,  tbejr 
yet  rank  among  the  half-oivilized  nations  of  tha 
earth,  and  we  shall  hardly  take  them  for  oar 
models.  This  system  of  eidason  I  ean  never 
agree  to ;  a  mntnal  exchange  of  oommoditiea^ 
txt  ftee  commero^  makea  the  most  distant  peo- 
ple fnNidii  and  omiverts  the  mdverse  into  a 
oommnnity  of  brothers. 


HbmAT,  Horoh  10. 

Tht  Tariff  SiU—  Wool  and  WoaUmt. 

The   Hoose  went   into  Gommittee  of  the 

Wl)(de,Hr.  P.P.  BAjmouBinthe  chair,  on  tbe 

Tariff  Bill. 

Ur.  Wki«ht  said  he  was  a  membw  of  tbe 
committee  wbi<it  reported  tbe  UU  to  tbe  Honae. 


and  oaodt^  oompdled  him  1o  admit  ttie  trabh 
of  the  statement  mode  t>y  tbe  honorable  Ohidr- 
man  (rf  the  Ocnmnittee  on  Uannfaotorea,  that 
he  was  made  tiie  oi^an  of  the  majority  «  the 
committee  in  dnmng  tbe  imperfect  nptat 
which  aooompanied  the  Ull.  Therefore,  rir, 
(said  Ur.  W.,)  I  am  JnsUy  ehaigeahle,  to  a  great 
ext«nt,  with  the  errors,  if  errors  there  are,  tn 
that  report.  This  addition  to  my  public  dnty 
as  a  member  of  this  Hoose,  compalB  me  to 
troable  tbe  committee  with  the  reasons  which 
hroo^t  me,  and  which  I  believe  bronght  a 
m^ority  ot  the  Oommktoe  on  UonafaotDres,  to 
agree  to  the  bill  now  npcm  your  tabloL  I  am 
not,  however,  prepared  to  debate  this  bill 
otherwise  thsn  in  detail,  and  npoa  its  several 
proviatons ;  and  therefore  I  have  withheld  my 
renuuks  ontU  the  wnendment  prcqMsed  by  tba 
honorable  diairmon  should  beoome  tbe  ^oea- 
titm  before  the  committee.  That  I  now  under- 
stand to  be  tbe  question,  and  to  that  it  shall  be 
my  obtoot  to  direct  my  remarks.  Yet,  dr,  I 
foar  if  I  should  promise  to  be  concise,  I  ahonld 
not  be  able  to  perfwm  that  promise.  It  will 
be  iropoesible  for  me  to  present  my  viewa  with- 
in as  BhOTt  a  time  as  I  conld  wish ;  and  I  ahall 
be  oompdled  to  make  some  reftgrenoee  to  tbe 
testimony  taken  before  tiie  Oranmlttoe  mi  Uan- 
nAotorea,  and  to  go  into  statistical  oalcnlations, 
wUoh  will  be  my  and  imintereatii^  to  tbe 
etnomittee,  and,  1 1^,  aoarody  int^gible  to 
those  idw  may  have  the  potienee  to  fistai.  1 
will  eadeavw,  however,  to  make  them  as  clear 
and  plafai  as  I  am  able,  and  to  give  the  gnands 
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npOQ  which'  they  are  made,  k>  that  their  ac- 
ouraoj  mar  bo  tested.  And  here,  sir,  it  is  my 
dtity  to  premiee  that  it  has  been  mj  oqect,  and 
I  believe  it  to  have  been  the  ot^ect  of  the  ma- 
JMitr  of  the  committee,  to  frame  a  bill  which 
shomd  iiave  in  view  the  protection  of  the  lead- 
ing iatereeta  of  the  conntrj.  I  have  BQpposod 
that  in  all  laws  having  a  refereoce  to  the  pro- 
tecdoa  of  the  domestic  induBtrv  of  this  conn- 
try,  agricaltnre  should  be  considered  the  prom- 
inent and  leading  interest.  This  I  have  con- 
ridered  the  bods  upon  which  the  other  great 
intereeta  raat,  and  to  which  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  snbservient.  Btill,  this  ia  not  to  be 
considered  as  enticed  to  protection,  eidnsive 
of  the  manuEwitmring  interest  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  a  law  which  wonld  be  injmnous  to 
mann&ctnres  would  be  beneficial  to  agricnl- 
tare ;  but  I  do  believe  that  protection  to  man- 
nfactnreB  shonld  be  given  with  eipreas  refer- 
ence to  the  effect  upon  agriculture,  and  that  no 
protection  can  be  wise,  or  condstent  with  the 
policj  of  this  Qovemraent,  which  has  not  for 
its  object,  to  add  strength  and  vigor  to  this 
great  and  vital  interest  of  the  country.  The 
same  taay  be  said  of  the  commerdal  interest, 
as  it  also  is  only  snbservient  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  agrionltore. 

BnL  Ba,  it  will  be  fonnd  difflonlt,  if  not  im- 
posuble,  t«  draw  a  bill  intended  to  fdmiah  gen- 
eral protection  to  the  domestic  industry  of  this 
oonntry,  which  will  not,  in.  some  of  its  provi- 
sions, operate  iqjarionsl;  upon  some  one  of  the 
fntereata  concerned,  and  in  some  sections  of  the 
country.  One  leading  principle,  however, 
which  operated  npon  my  mind  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  bill,  is  that  it  is  not,  and 
cannot  be  the  policy  of  this  Government,  or  of 
this  Congress,  to  torn  the  manufacturing  cap- 
ital of  this  conn^  to  the  manafactnre  of  a  raw 
material  of  a  foreign  country,  while  we  do  or 
can  prodace  the  same  mateml  in.  sufficient 
qoantities  ourselves. 

This  I  consider  to  be  a  rule  of  universal  m- 
plication,  and  to  extend  itself,  not  only  to  we 
aome  raw  material,  bat  to  any  which  shall  be 
equally  valnable,  and  may  be  sabstjtuted  for 
the  raw  material  imported ;  and  I  cannot  sap- 
pose  that,  in  legislating  for  the  protection  of 
the  industry  of  the  country,  this  rule  ahoold 
ever  be  lost  sight  of.  If  the  time  should  arrive 
when  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  labor  in  this 
country,  and  when  the  cultivation  of  our  soil 
and  the  manufacture  of  its  productions,  should 
not  require  the  employment  of  all  the  labor  of 
the  country,  then  a  different  role  miiht  be 
applicable;  then  it  might  be  sound  policy  to 
encourage  the  importation  of  foreign  materials, 
that  their  mannfactnre  might  employ  any  sur- 

EluB  of  domestic  labor.  This  principle  it  is  my 
»l«nldon  to  apply  to  the  subject  of  wool  and 
woollens  now  before  the  committee.  I  am 
ftware  that  the  question  involved  in  that  part 
_  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  the 
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bill.  It  occupies  much  of  the  feeling,  both  of 
the  manofacturer  of  wool  and  the  wool  grower. 
It  touches  the  interest  of  both,  and  it  wonld  bo 
very  difBcuIt  even  for  experience  to  say  what 
would  be  relatively  just  between  the  two  in- 
terests. But,  sifj  if  constant  reference  is  had 
to  the  f^ts  which  appear  in  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  Manufacturea, 
and  to  the  statistical  information  which  tbej 
have  been  able  to  collect,  something  liie  an  ap- 
proach to  certainty  may  be  attained.  This  ex- 
amination has  been  t^en  with  this  view,  and 
it  is  or  is  not  to  answer  any  valuable  pnrpoae, 
as  this  bill  shall  or  shall  not  be  discnssed  with 
reference  to  the  facts  it  discloses.  With  that 
reference  it  sliall  be  my  bu^nesa  to  diacnaa  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  my  observations 
shall  be,  as  far  SB  possible,  directed  to  this  tos- 
timony,  as  the  foundation  of  the  poutiona 
which  I  shall  attempt  to  establish. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  order  of  the  HD 
ftnd  amendment,  is  the  proposed  duty  upon 
wool.  Thia,  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  oom- 
mittee,  is  fixed  at  a  specifio  duty  of  seven 
cents  upon  every  pound  of  wool,  and  an  in- 
crease or  the  ad  valorem  duty,  now  imposed 
by  law,  of  80  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  with 
an  extension  o(  that  ad  valorem  doty  to  all 
kinds  of  wool. 

The  Hmendment  proposes  that  all  wool,  coat- 
ing in  a  foreign  country  8  cents  per  ponnd,  or 
under,  shall  pay  the  present  duty  of  IE  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  only,  and  imposes  a  specifio 
duty  of  20  cents  per  ponnd  upon  all  wool  cost- 
ing more  than  8  cents  per  pound  in  a  foreign 
country,  without  reference  to  its  value.  It  will 
be  readUy  seen  that  the  proposed  duty  of  IS 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  coarse  wools 
costing  B  cents  per  ponno,  and  under,  is  merely 
nominal,  and  cannot  answer  to  checic  the  im- 
portation of  those  qualities  of  wool.  One  of 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Uannfactures  for  pro- 
posiu^  to  encourage  the  importation  of  these 
qnalitiea  of  wool  nnder  a  nominal  duty,  is  that  the 
same  qnalitiea  of  wool  are  not  produced  in  thia 
country ;  that  the  manufacturers  are  bound  to 
import  them;  and  that  If  they  are  eicluded, 
their  place  cannot  be  supplied  by  out  own  wools. 
To  these  positions  I  cannot  yield  my  assent. 
I  do  not  beheve  the  feet  to  be  so,  I  believe 
the  United  States  now  produce  sufficient  quan- 
tities of  coarse  wool  for  every  demand  of  the 
present  manufactories.  Bnt  suppose  this  is  not 
the  cose ;  suppose  the  qualities  of  coarse  wools 
imported  are  not  and  will  not  be  produced  in 
this  country :  What  then  t  Is  it  sound  policy 
to  import  them  free  of  duty  I  I  mnst  first  an- 
swer another  queetion  before  I  can  yield  my 
assent  to  tbia  poUcy.     Does  this  country  now 

S reduce  wool  of  any  quality  sufficient  to  give 
nil  employment  to  Its  manufacturing  capital  I 
If  I  can  answer  this  qneation  affirmatively,  then 
I  should  certainly  answer  the  other  negatively  ; 


jrtflinly  i  „         .  . 

proposed  amendment,  is  one  of  the  most  Inter-   for  I  have  already  said,  I  consider  the  principle 
eating  and  important  embraced  In  the  whole  [  p^eotly  sound,  that  it  is  not,  and  cannot  De, 
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for  tbe  inlefMt  of  this  001111117,  to  import  a  for- 
ricn  material  for  tli«  nee  of  bm  maQofaotoriu, 
when  a  ftill  sapplj  of  tlie  same  material  of  do- 
ibmHo  prodneaon  tDtj  b«  obtained. 

I  will  t^en,  Mr.  Chairman,  endeavor  to  ahaw 
that  tbe  17nit»d  States  do  now  prodnce,  and 
win  in  all  ftitiire  time  prodnce,  aa  much  wool 
aa  we  have  now,  or  Bhalt  have  cwital  to  devote 
to  tbe  manniactore  of  this  artiote;  and  as  one 
mean  of  arriving  at  thia  condnBion,  I  will  refer 
to  ttie  evidevoe  taken  before  the  Committee  on 
WiwifaMjirMj  to  determine  the  present  state 
of  tbo  wool-growing  business  in  this  oonn^, 
■nd  to  see  wut  the  qnaliUes  and  now  relative 
prie««  tt&OBMKUa  wools  are. 

^^■a  Ur.  W.  quoted  from  tJie  evidence  g^vea 
before  the  OommittM  on  ICann&ctarea,  the  an- 
•«-«n  of  Messrs.  Garrow,  Dexter,  Tnffis,  Bhep- 
pwd,  Phillipa,  et  al,] 

This,  Mr.  Gbunoan,  closes  tbe  information 
■a  to  the  wool-growing  business,  which  is  to 
be  derired  Grom  tho  teatdmony  taken  before  the 
Oommittee  on  Mannfaotnres.  It  does  not 
cottltaia  anj  certain  data  from  whioh  to  deter- 
mine the  whole  quantity  grown  in  the  United 
StatoB,  hot  it  does  show  that  the  defioienoj  is 
fband  onlj  where  most  of  tbe  msnn&ctorieB 
■re  kMated.  The  witnessea  who  testifj  are 
from  wMalj  distant  sections  of  the  eanDtr7, 
and  each  speaks  of  the  sorplns  or  de^cienoj  of 
Us  own  section.  From  examining  this  teali- 
moor,  it  win  be  foond  that  tbe  defleiencies 
mofltlj  exist  in  Massaohosetts,  where  tar  the 
greatest  number  of  murafaotories  are  estab- 
Sriied,  and  in  Delaware,  where  little  wool  is 
grown ;  white  in  Vermont,  New  York,  Penn- 
nlvanb,  Ohio,  and  the  upper  parts  of  New 
Hampshire,  a  greater  or  lem  Borplus  is  ftiimd  to 
eoontertMlaiiae  these  deSoieuoiee.  It  will  also 
ba  foond,  as  appears  by  the  teetimony  of  Ur. 
DMJnaon,  that  wlien  Oie  ooatse  wools  of  the 
ooontr^  are  sent  to  our  markets,  the;  are  sent 
■ft  »  loss;  ther  do  not  sell,  while  the  foreign 
eoarM  wools  do  tell. 

Bat,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  find  data  from 
vbkih  a  Mlonlation  of  wool  grown  in  the  ooun- 
tay  mi^t  be  made,  and  I  have  adopted  the 
moat  certain  whiob  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
«>ver.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  this  is  vsgne 
and  unoertain,  but  I  have  searched  for  better 
fa  Tain ;  it  is  not  witbin  tnj  reach,  and  I  do 
not  believe  it  to  be  within  that  of  an  j  man.  I 
bare,  however,  made  a  partial  calculation, 
wbkdi  I  will  g^ve  to  the  committee,' together 
wiOi  tbe  data  upon  whioh  it  is  fomtded.  In 
18SS,  a  census  of  tite  State  whioh  I  have  the 
boDor  in  part  to  represent,  was  taken,  and  bj 
tba  law  directing  tbe  taldng  of  that  census, 
certain  statistical  infbrmation  of  that  State  was 
ako  directed  to  l>e  obt^ned,  by  the  penons  ap- 
|Ndnt«d  to  take  that  census.  Amoi^  the  facts 
tboa  obtained,  and  I  cannot  donbt,  oorreotlj 
obtained,  an  enumeration  of  tbe  sheep  then  in 
tbe  State  of  New  Yoi^  was  taken,  and  it  was 
foond  to  be  8,496,689.  Sinoe  that  time,  it  is 
eqaaUif  ■'■<*"""^  if  not  impossible,  to  t«Il  with 
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oertunt;  the  rates  of  increase,  and  of  oonse- 
quenee,  to  determine  the  present  nnmber.  I 
nave,  however,  supposed  what  ma;,  and  what 
ma;  not,  be  true,  that  the  six  New  England 
States,  and  New  Jersej,  PeniiB;lvania,  Ohio, 
Delaware,  and  Mar;land,  possessed  an  equal 
number  of  sheep,  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion, with  New  York,  in  tbe  ;6ar  1826.  These 
States  then,  would,  in  183S,  have  possessed  10,- 
818,189  ahoep.  I  donbt  whether^  the  State  of 
New  York  at  that  time  exceeded  in  its  number  of 
sheep,  the  ratio  of  the  other  States  named ;  but 
when,  in  the  cslcnlation,  the  remaining  States, 
oontrar;  to  what  is  known  to  be  tme,  are  sup- 
posed to  poeeees  no  sheep  at  all,  this  allowance 
must  Burel;  be  sufficienti;  large  to  oover  an; 
excess,  if  any  eilated,  in  the  ratio  of  New 
York ;  and  tbe  calcnlation  must  lie  safe  against 
the  danger  of  producing  too  large  a  resulL 
The  whMc  number  of  sheep,  then,  in  1826,  in 
the  United  States,  would  be  18,809,678. 

As  tbe  onl;  nue  open  which  the  increase, 
since  that  time,  can  be  calculated  with  an; 
aafet;,  I  have  taken  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Scbenok,  to  which  I  have  before  refwred.  By 
the  census  of  New  York,  to  which  I  ha^t  jnst 
referred,  it  will  be  fonnd  that  there  were  in  tbe 
count;  of  Dutchess,  in  tliat  State,  the  count; 
in  which  Mr.  Sohenck  resides,  In  1835,  IT^OIO 
ebeep.  Ur.  Sohenck  now  testifies  that  there 
are  according  to  the  best  information  he  hsa 
l>oeii  able  to  obttdn,  in  that  count;,  at  this 
time,  800,000  sheep,  mftbing  an  increase,  since 
1826,  of  something  more  than  70  per  cent. 
That  ooonty  is  a  wealthy  and  extensively 
agriooltoral  county,  and  it  is  snrronnded  widt 
others  equally  so,  in  proportion  to  tbeir  popn- 
Jatlon-;  and  I  know  not  why  tbe  rate  of  in- 
crease of  ^eep  in  this  coonty  since  1826, 
should  not  be  good  evidence  of  tbe  rate  of  in- 
crease in  the  neighboring  counties,  and,  indeed, 
in  the  whole  State.  I  therefore  assume  that 
the  increase  of  this  kind  of  property  in  New 
York  has  been  70  per  oent  «noe  tbe  taking  of 
the  enumeration  of  them  in  1B2S.  By  tbe  same 
census,  the  number  of  yards  of  cloth  moan- 
factored  in  the  domestic  way,  and  not  including 
that  monnfaotured  in  the  manu&otorin^^  estab- 
lishments, together  with  the  various  deBCnpti<nis, 
so  mann&otured,  was  ascertained.  Determin- 
ing, Uien,  aa  nearly  as  I  can,  from  the  t«stimonj' 
taken  before  the  Oonmiittee  on  Uannfactnres, 
the  quantity  of  wool  whioh  would  he  consumed 
to  make  the  cloth  manufactnred  in  tbe  domestic 
way  in  that  State,  I  find  that  New  York  alone 
would,  in  1836,  have  afforded  two  milliona, 
and,  perhaps,  two  and  a  half  millions  pounds  of 
wool,  for  the  use  of  the  mann&otones  of  the 
country,  beyond  what  was  required  for  tbe 
domestic  or  family  consumption.  But  New 
York  then  possessed  less  than  one-fonrtb  of  the 
whole  nnmber  of  sheep,  according  to  tbe  oaloo- 
lation  I  have  made ;  and  if  the  other  States, 
named  as  wool-growing  States,  did,  at  thai 
timo,  fnmisb  as  lai^  a  surplus,  over  and  above 
the  wool  manufactured  in  tbe  domee^  w^r, 
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In  proporUoii  to  thur  respeotive  popnlatiooa, 
as  old  N«w  York,  bow  would  this  wiiol«  mr- 
pins,  ippropriBt«d  to  the  nse  of  tha  mann&o- 
toriea,  ocmipire  with  the  aosiititT  thej  require  I 
The  vhole  amount  oi  woollen  goods  oon- 
■Dined  in  tlus  0000(17  >■  TarionslT  Mtimated, 
at  from  tut;  to  aiztj]' mUlioDB  of  dollara  in  Tslne. 
One  of  the  witoeeees,  and  the  on];  tme,  I  think, 
who  makea  an  eatimate  npon  it,  pnts  the  valtw 
at  flftj  mllUoDS.  The  honorable  chairman 
(Mr.  Ualiabt)  sajs,  he  has  seen  an  estimate 
at  siztj'tTo  millions.  Bnppose  sixty  millions 
to  be  Uie  correct  amonnt  consmned.  Of  these, 
sear  ten  millions,  or  between  eight  and  ten 
millions,  are  imported;  leaving  not  fv  from 
fif^  millions  to  be,  and  which  now  are,  mana- 
fiiotared  in  the  oonntiy.  What  Talne  of  wool, 
tJien,  is  required  to  nake  tliis  valneof  goods! 
Bt  ut6  t«ramonr  it  will  be  seen  that  the  velae 
of  the  wool,  as  a  general  rale  for  this  ooonti;, 
at  preaent  prioea  Is  obont  one-half  the  ralne  of 
the  eloth  It  makes.  The  raloe  of  the  wooL 
then,  to  make  fifty  millions  of  didlars  worth  m 
oloUit,  win  be  twenty-flve  mUUons  of  doUara. 
The  wool  prodooed  In  the  oonn'bj,  aooording 
to  tbftdata  and  principles  of  oalcnlauon  I  hare 
before  assmned,  will  stand  as  fbllows: 
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In  1990,  the  number  of  sheep  aboTC 
glTen, 1S,809,ST8 

Ada  70  per  cent,  upon  tfais  number 
fbr  the  incrssse  up  to  the  present 
time,  as  obtiined  fi«m  ^e  leati- 
monj  as  to  DulchcM  county,  New 
York, »,«M,174 


Hnltiply  this  whole  nomber  of  sheep  hr 
two  end  one-half,  the  poonds  of  wod  whicJi 
each  sheep,  aa  appears  by  the  testimony,  will 
yield  annually,  and  Qie  whole  quantity  of  wool 
grown  in  the  United  Btates,  at  the  present 
tdme,  will  be  SB,e91,180  pounds. 

I  admit,  air,  uist  til  caloulatioDS  of  this  kind 
are  nnoertain,  and  subject  to  oonsideraUe 
errors;  bnt  when  it  is  remembered  that  this  is 
made  without  any  allowanoe  for  tiie  sheep 
raised  in  the  States  aovth  and  vest  <A  thoae 
befine  named,  of  wUdi  there  are  known  to  be 
oondderabla  nnmbers,  and  when  His prored  by 
the  teitiiwffl  J  that  many  of  the  &rmers  have 
now  on  hand  and  nnsold  Uie  shearings  of  from 
one  to  fbnr  years,  I  eaimot  dttobt  that  this  cat 
enladon  is  snffimently  small,  and  that  the  an- 
mia]  growth  of  wool  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  sunlna  now  in  the  eouitiy  nnsc^,  must 
swell  the  Tihie  of  the  doraestic  wwA  at  least 
to  reach  the  present  eonaomption. 

As  corroborating  this  estnoste,  I  aak  leare, 
■Ir,  to  lefer  to  one  <A  the  memorials  vfoa  this 
snqect  whieh  has  been  minted  and  lud  iqion 
our  tausa  rinoe  this  biU  was  reported  to  the 
Honae.    lUa  memorial  eomee  taxa  a  ommty 
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tanoe  of  its  agrionltnral  and  manufacturing  p«r- 
snitH ;  and  ite  language  is  as  follows : 

"The  present  number  of  Aeep  In  the  Uidted 
StUei  cannot  be  leas  thui  90,000,000,  and  a  steady 
market  for  wed  woidd  enrare  their  being  dooble 
in  nnmber  in  tlirse  years.  There  li  at  this  atomenl 
OB  hand,  awaidng  a  foToiaUa  maAet,  at  least 
20,000,000  lbs.  1  irhIcfa,bdngaddedtothepvdncta 
of  20,000,000  abeep,  we  shaU  hare,  en  the  ftist  of 
Jane  nest,  70,000,000  lbs. ;  which  wiU  be  more  than 
a  supply  of  the  raw  material.'' 

This,  Ur.  Ohairman,  strongly  confirms  me  in 
the  oorreotnees  of  my  own  estimates;  and  if 
either  be  snbstantially  oorreot  in  its  reenUa,  the 
oonntry  does  prodoce  wool  enoo^  fbr  the  cloth 
she  makes;  aiid  if  enong^  for  present  demand 
ia  prodooed,  no  one  can  doabt  the  ability  to  ex- 
tend tbe  growing  tS  wocd  CTea  more  rqndly 
than  the  mann£siAories  can  l>e  inereased  by  the 
present  e^idtal  seekiBg  that  investment 

Bot,  notwithstanding  these  eridenoes  that 
the  United  States  do  prodnee  a  fbll  nq^ly  <rf 
domeetio  wod,  large  qnantities  vt  fi«dgn  wool 
are  anntully  importea ;  and  me  eridence  that 
thoae  Impcotations  do  oonflict  with  iha  do- 
mertic  wo<d,  Is  ftirntshed  in  the  bet,  that  Terjr 
little  or  no  coarse  oonmon  domestio  wool  ia 
purchased  by  the  fsatorles  on  the  sealxHtrd, 
where  the  coarse  imprated  woob  sre  readily 
obtained..  The  evidenee  of  tbe  Importationa  b 
(bmisbed  in  the  ExecnUTe  report*  of  the  im- 
pmtationa  into  the  United  ttirtes  for  the  seraral 
years,  by  refbrenee  to  which  it  wifl  tw  eeen 
that  the  walne  of  these  Importattons  of  wool, 
btxa  18SS  to  this  lime,  have  varied  fhxn  about 
$800,000  to  abmtt  $061X000  anmully. 

This  wool  must  oonfliet  with  the  wool  of  the 
countrjr.  If  it  be  trae  that  tiie  ooontry  prodnoea 
a  soMily ;  and  it  most  tSvA  the  price  far  be- 
yond its  [miportionable  value,  inosmnch  as  a 
snri^as  in  the  market,  however  mall,  rinks  the 
price  of  the  whole  oommodi^.  lUa  wool  also 
oonifiiDts  with  the  domestic,  by  supplying  the 
very  ssme  market  which  the  domestio  wool 
oai^t  to  snpph.  This  must  be  true,  unless 
th«e  are  quaUtMs  imported  anawerlng  a  differ- 
ent pnrpoae  from  th^  to  whieh  any  dtxnestie 
wool  can  be  ^p^ied.  Bat,  rir,  as  I  have  beibre 
s^  the  mannactories  npon  the  seaboard  use 
none  <tf  the  coarse  dcmieeao  wools  iit  the  eonn- 
tiy;  while  those  in  tbe  interior  do  use  tbeae 
coarse  wools  tor  the  some  purposes  fiw  which 
the  oUiera  use  the  imported  coarse  wools.  For 
proof  (tf  Utis,  I  refto  to  tbe  testimony  agidn. 

[Here  Ur.  W.  ag^  made  large  qnotatioiM 
ftam  the  evidence  token  before  the  Committee 
on  Itann&otares.! 

I  am  aware,  llr.  Chairman,  that  this  lefw- 
enoe  to  the  teetimoay  is  tedious  and  iAsome  to 
the  oonunittee;  bnt,  sir,  I  cannot  discharge 
wiiat  I  believe  to  be  my  duty,  without  making 
it  I  wish  to  oxmnine  the  UU  reputed  by  the 
oommittee,  and  the  amendment  o&rednr  the 
honoroUe  ciiairmaa,  Qtt.  ItaiXAKT,)  with  ex- 
press refl»renoe  to  it,  and  to  (he  bote  elidted  by 
It,   Andt^ingtheretbranoeelhaTeJaatmade^ 
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I  ask  where  u  the  eridenoe  of  the  want  of 
fbrdgn  oosna  woolt  How  mtny  of  the  feo- 
toriea  mokes  of  by  these  witneeeee  pnrohue 
inj  of  ue  coarse  domeetio  wools  t  Mr.  Dexter 
ud  Hr.  DiokiDson  ve  in  the  interior,  and  they 
QM  entirely  domestic  wools  of  all  qnalitiee, 
Hetrly  all  the  witnemeB  are  employed  in  makinn 
Sdc  dodis,  either  broadolothe  or  oassimeres,  ana 
of  the  same  descriptiona.  Nearly  all  use  the 
tne  domeetla  woola,  bnt  moat  of  them  use  the  for' 
«gn  coarse  woola  for  HbUiiks,  headings,  and  the 
1^ ;  a  nse  for  whioh  the  domeatdo  ooarae  woola 
t3)  answer  an  equally  yalnable  pnrpoee,  aa 
ihown  by  the  Eaot,  that  the  factoriea  in  the  ii 
larioT  do  make  that  use  of  it.  Bnt  some  of  the 
wttiteasea,  differently  aitoeted,  swear  eipready 
that  they  do  not  purchase  it,  and  others,  that 
th«y  do  not  know  its  market  price,  whioh  is 
equtly  erideDce  that  it  is  not  need  in  their  fao- 
toriaa.  Others  testify  expressly  to  the  use  of 
Q»  toniga  coarse  woola  instead  of  the  do- 
lt bM  been  said,  that  for  the  mannfoctnre  of 
ocpets,  domestic  wool  cannot  be  used ;  that 
the  prioe  will  be  so  hi^  as  to  reader  it  impos- 
sible to  make  the  fabno  at  a  reasonable  value. 
Frmn  an  examination  of  tiie  testimony,  does  it 
qtpear  Umt  the  foreign  imported  ooarse  wools 
ire  materially  lower  m  price  than  the  domeetio  t 
VSl  it  not  be  found  that  domeetio  wools  will 
be  obtuned  in  the  eonrse  of  manniaotitre  as 
dieap  as  the  foreign  wools  here  mentioned  1  I 
bdiere,  sir,  I  shijl  be  able  to  show  that  tbsf 
nu^  be  BO  obtained,  that  they  most  be  flt  for 
eaipetinKB,  and  that  their  prices  will  not  be 
lu^ier  than  the  Bverage  pnoes  of  the  foreign 
woola. 

AnoUter  and  prinoipal  reason  whioh  induced 
WA,  and  which  I  think  influenced  the  majority 
of  the  oommittee  to  b^eTS  it  neceaaary  to 
ohange  and  increase  the  duty  upon  the  coanie 
imparted  wocJa,  is  the  confirmed  opinion  that 
many  of  these  importations  are  made  in  evadon 
trf'tbe  spirit  of  the  existing  laws,  and  that,  by  this 
meana,  qualities  of  wool  are  actnally  imported, 
invmoed  at  ten  cents  per  pomid,  whioh  conflict 
with  wools  of  an  entirelj  superior  quality. 

f¥or  the  evidence  upon  which  thu  opinion  is 
fiMwted,  ICr.  W.  again  referred  to  the  printed 
tMdmony.J 

Here  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  witness, 
Alt  the  lancet  qmantitiei  of  the  wool  im- 
petted  are  m  theae  ooarse  qualides,  and  in- 
TDioed  at  and  below  ten  eenta  per  pound.  Of 
tte  eamptes  of  wool  here  spoken  of,  and  which 
■era  frankly  and  Mneroudy  prepared  for  the 
porpose,  and  exhibited  to  ^e  committee  by 
Oe  Hon.  Hr.  Tufllta,  I  oonfees,  Vr.  Oh^rman, 
>o  jodgment  can  be  formed  except  from  actual 
sipoatioD  and  examination.  I  have  examined 
Ana.  They  have  been  and  I  believe  now  are 
ia  fbe  room  ot  the  Oommittee  on  Uanufaotures, 
**■•»  I  h<^  many  others  have,  or  will  ex- 
anane  them.  I  ma;  be  entirely  mistaken  in 
the  judgment  I  have  formed,  and  I  certainly 
IK  not  Boqoainted,  to  any  considerable  extent, 


with  the  different  qnalltiea  of  wools ;  but  I  am 
perfectly  satis&ed  for  myself  that  at  least  two 
of  these  samples  of  wool  are  taHj  equal  for  all 
purposes  of  use,  to  much  of  the  mdive  wool  ot 
the  country.  Bome  of  them  have  evidently  not 
been  cleansed  at  all ;  but,  upon  being  cleansed 
and  assorted,  I  cannot  doubt  that  a  large  thare 
of  one  of  these  aamples  of  wool  wonld  tw  fonnd 
fit  to  go  into  the  manufacture  of  middling 
quality  cloths.  This,  then,  compels  me  to  eon- 
dude  that  wools  of  these  qnaliliea,  at  least, 
most  conflict  with  the  coarse  woola  grown  in 
this  countnr,  I  may  have  mlriudged  as  to  the 
qoality  of  these  samplee  of  woof;  but,  under  my 

5 resent  impressions,  the  condudon  ia  irre^sU- 
le. 

But,  air,  the  differenoe  In  qnaHty  of  the 
foreign  wool  introdnced  into  the  country  by 
thia  change,  in  the  oonrse  of  importation,  ia 
worthy  of  notice.    Tlie  quantity  of  wool  im< 

Krted  into  this  eonntn'  m  1899  and  18S8, 1 
ve  before  ^ven,  and  I  wiU  repeat  them  and 
compare  those  qualities  with  the  number  of 
pounds  imported  in  18911,  1826,  and  1827,  sup- 
posing that  costing  more  than  10  eenta  per 
pound  to  average  SO  cents  per  pound,  and  that 
costing  10  cents  and  under  per  pound,  to  aver- 
age 7  cents  per  pound.  These  averiwee  will 
at  least  bo  proportionably  correct,  for  ^e  years 
to  which  they  apply,  and  cannot,  I  presume,  be 
considered  far  m>m  correct  in  the  comparison 
with  former  years,  when  it  shall  be  seen  that 
some  of  the  ooarse  wool  sells  in  our  markets, 
after  paying  duty  and  diargee,  aa  low  as  S 
oenta,  and  ^at  very  little  of  the  fine  sells  at  a' 
less  price  than  60  cents  per  pound. 

But  the  honorable  ohurman  (Ur.  Hallast) 
alleges  that  most  of  the  domestic  wool  is  of 
finer  quality  than  the  native  wool  of  the  oonn- 
trj ;  Uiat  the  present  flocks  of  sheep  are  mostly 
of  mixed  or  Adl  bloods,  and  that  little  of  tJie 
ooarse  wool  is  raised.  He,  rir,  is  a  practical 
wool  grower,  and  should  be  better  acquainted 
with  tfaeee  facts  than  myself;  and  I  am  free  to 
admit  that  it  must  be  the  intereet  of  the  wool- 
grower  to  make  bis  flock  as  good  as  he  can ;  to 
improve  the  quality  of  his  wool  until  it  reaches 
the  finest  point  But  is  this  the  state  of  the 
flocks  at  present  In  this  country )  So  for  aa 
my  knowledge  extends,  it  ia  not.  The  flocks 
arenot  now  Merino  or  Baxony.  At  least,  sir, 
they  are  not  in  the  district  which  I  represent. 
Sir,  the  great  body  of  the  fiumera  of  my  dis- 
trict are  men  of  small  estates.  The  capital  re- 
S aired  to  purchase  flooka  of  these  sheep,  they 
o  not — they  cannot  possess.  The  only  means 
they  have  to  att^  them  is  by  ingrafting  them 
upon  their  present  ooromon  stock ;  by  crossing 
them  with  the  breeds  of  common  sheep,  and 
improving  tbe  quality  of  their  wool  in  that 
manner.  These  are  the  reasons  which  have 
operated  upon  my  mind  to  induce  me  to  wish 
to  extend  strong  encouragement  to  the  common 
flocks  and  common  wool  But,  lar,  destroy  the 
flocks  of  common  sheep,  and  what  will  be  tiie 
oonaeqiienoel    One  of  the  witnesses  haa  an- 
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Bwered  the  qaestion:  "those  who  bave  amall 
flookfl  will  not  keep  them;"  the  basiness  of 
wooI-KTOwiDg  rnnat  go  into  the  hands  of  the 
e&pitaLbt  Protect  omj  the  Merino,  and  other 
flue  wools,  aad  the  moderate  farmer  will  be 
ezcladed  from  the  benefit  Extend  joor  pro- 
tection to  the  ordinarj  fuinerB  of  the  conntr; ; 
let  them  be  tboronghlj  protected,  and  jonr 
flooika  will  become  again  flourishing  and  nu- 
merous; they  will  be  improved  in  kind  and 
qoalitj  as  well  as  in  nomberei 
But  it  has  been  aaid  the  demand  for  these 
«  wools  cannot  be  snpplied  bf  the  native 


again  to  the  testimony.  The  foreign  coarse 
wools  now  sell  in  onr  markets  at  from  10  to  16 
cents  per  pwond,  generaUj,  thoneh  some  of  it 
sells  ss  low  as  6  cents  per  pound.  This  is  es- 
tablished by  the  tcstdmony  of  Mr,  Tnfite,  to 
which  I  have  before  referrod,  presenting  sam- 
ples of  imported  wool,  now  sellmg  in  the  Bos- 
ton market  at  from  6  to  14  cents  per  ponnd, 
and  again  saying,  "the  lai^^t  qnantity  im- 

g>rteas^  from  10  to  10  cents  Mr  ponnd  in 
oston ; "  by  the  t«stimonT  of  Mr.  Schenck, 
saying,  "  the  average  cost  of  the  Bnenos  Ayres 
wool  was  from  6  to  IS  cents  per  ponnd,  ac- 
oording  to  my  best  recollection;  "  and  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Brown,  saying,  "  coarse  and 
fine  wools  are  imported  principally.  The 
(xtane  wools  are  worth  fkim  10  to  16  cents." 

I  have  already  examined  the  testimony  with 
reference  to  the  demand  for  this  native  wool ; 
and  the  result  has  been  found  to  be,  that  very 
few  of  the  ketones  spoken  of  by  the  witnesses 
use  it  at  all,  and  the  others  nse  but  a  very  small 
share  of  it  Little  deman<L  therefore,  exists  for 
it  in  our  markets,  althongh  the  foreign  coarse 
wools  Bell  readily.  The  only  reason  asdgned 
for  this  is,  that  the  coarse  domestic  wools  bear 
so  high  a  price  as  not  to  warrant  their  pur- 
chase by  the  mannfactnrer.  If  this  objection 
has  not  been  already  oltviated  by  showing  the 
relative  prices  of  these  coarse  wools,  and  the 
different  conditions,  as  to  cleanliness,  in  which 
they  are  found  in  the  market,  there  is  still 
another  consideration,  which,  to  my  mind,  fiilly 
answers  the  difQcolty.  These  domestic  wooU 
are  to  be  as8ori«d  for  manufacture ;  and  what 
then  will  be  the  relative  ijaanUtj  and  value  of 
the  several  parcels  or  qnahties  thos  produced ! 

What  remedy,  then,  does  the  amendment, 
proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman,  provide 
agamst  the  importation  of  these  coarse  wools? 
It  proposes  to  alter  the  valuation  at  which  they 
eball  be  admitted  from  10  to  8  cents.  Beyond 
that  it  proposes  no  remedy.  At  and  under  B 
cents  per  ponnd  they  are  still  to  be  admitted  at 
the  nominal  duty  of  16  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Gh^rman,  if  this  proposition 
of  the  honorable  chairman  does  not  fall  under 
the  ooudemuation  of  his  own  argument  in  rela- 
tion  to  another  branch  of  this  snbject!  We 
have  been  told  by  him,  and  we  have  been  told 
by  all  the  witnesses,  Uiat  the  present  manner  of 
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levying  the  duty  upon  wooUeii  goods  is  defec- 
tive; that  an  ad  valorem  duty  upon  these 
goods  can  never  furnish  adequate  protection ; 
that  the  difficulty  of  correctly  distinguishing 
the  true  quality,  and  consequently  tue  true 
value  of  cloths,  is  insurmountable ;  that  falsa 
invoices  are  and  will  be  made;  that  the  quali- 
ties of  goods  will  be  disguised,  and,  tlist,  under 
snch  a  law,  they  will  not  pay  their  just  rates 
of  duty.  This  reasoning,  sir,  had  a  convindng 
effect  upon  my  mind.  It  haid  upon  the  minda 
of  the  committee,  as  the  bill  they  have  reported 
wi}l  show.  But  if  the  doctrine  is  true  as  to 
woollens,  is  it  not  equally  true  as  to  wool  I 
Hay  not  the  quality  of  the  ohe  be  as  eaeily  as- 
certained as  that  of  the  other  ?  Will  the  hon- 
orable chairman  pretend  that  the  appraiser  can 
distinguish  the  difference  in  quality  between  a 
pound  of  wool,  the  true  cost  of  which,  in  a  for- 
eign market,  has  been  or  should  he^  8  or  10 
cents,  so  as  to  determine  whether  it  should  or 
should  not  be  admitted  under  the  nominal  duty  t 
Will  be  pretend  that  two  cents  in  the  foreign 
value  of  a  pound  of  wool,  fnmish  a  more  od- 
vioue  distinction  in  the  quality  of  the  wool, 
than  usually  eiisla  between  pieces  of  cloth  of 
different  qualities)  He  will  probably  answer 
me  tiiat  any  frauds  which  may  be  practjsed 
under  this  provision  are  too  tnfling  to  be  the 
subjects  of  serious  apprehension.  In  this  opin- 
ion I  would  readily  agree  with  him,  if  they  re- 
lated to  the  importation  of  an  article  which  the 
country  does  not  jprodnce.  But  I  beUeve  the 
fact  to  be  otherwise ;  and  if  it  be  so,  I  am 
bound  to  suppose  this  difference  of  valuatiOD 
will  be  of  no  utility.  If  the  reasoning  in  rela- 
tion to  the  frauds  be  sound  as  to  the  doths,  it 
must  also  be  sound  as  to  the  wool,  and  the  al- 
teration requisite  to  guard  agunst  them  is  not 
produced  by  the  change  of  valuation  from  10 
to  8  cents.  No  remedy  can  be  effected  bnt  a 
specific  duty  upon  each  pound  of  this  wool. 
Any  reasonable  increase  of  the  ad  valorem  duty 
upon  an  article  of  so  small  a  value  cannot  opi- 
erate  as  a  sufficient  guard,  without  being  en- 
tirely disproportionate  upon  the  finer  wools : 
and,  even  laying  aside  that  difBculty,  the  im- 
possibility of  distinguishing  accurately  the  qual- 
ities of  these  wools,  in  the  state  they  now  are 
and  will  he  imported,  is  not  obviated  by  any 
ad  valorem  increase,  and  such  a  provision  in. 
rdation  to  them  would  be  left  subject  to  all  the 
ot^ections  made  aganist  it  when  applied  to 
cloths.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  tiiat  tbeae 
frauds  do,  to  some  eitent,_now  eiist  Indeed, 
the  honorable  chmrman  admist  their  existence 

But,  sir,  I  have  done  with  the  subject  of  the 
bill  and  amendment,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  raw  wool,  and  now  pass  to  the  woollen 
cloths,  and  to  a  comparison  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee  with  the  present  law,  and 
also  with  the  proposed  amendment,  as  they  re- 
late to  the  duty  mjon  the  manufactured  fabrics. 
And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  becomes  mr  duty 
to  remark,  that,  at  an  earlf  period  cf  the  labors 
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ot  Um  Oommittoe  on  Mann&otorea,  I  foimd  I 
atmld  not  Mt  with  oertaintr  np^  thia  snl^jeot 
with  the  information  then  ponMsed.  I  could 
not  obtain  the  meana  of  determiiiiitg  That  pro- 
lacticm  the  raana&ctnrte  required,  and  Qkere- 
fon  it  ■waa  that  I  wished  for  ta  eiaminsUon  of 
witneBaes  before  the  committee.  The  poirer 
was  granted  br  the  Hoqmi,  and  the  committee 
hftve  ezamioM  the  uuuinfsctarera  themselves. 
It  iliaQ  now  be  my  objaot  to  asoertun  what 
beta  have  been  eatabli^ed,  by  the  te»timoDT 
to  taken,  wliioh  will  en&ble  na  to  arrive,  wiui 
■ome  degree  of  oert^ty,  at  the  joet  measore  of 
ttia  pnMeeticHi.  And  here,  sir,  I  can  only 
pranise  the  committee  that  my  reference  to  the 
end«&oe  shall  not  be  as  tedioni  as  tboae  I  have 
iirmeilT  made.  The  testimooy  npon  the  points 
to  wbitdi  I  ahall  now  ask  the  attention  of  the 
cooimittee,  ia  mnoh  more  prei^  and  sati^ao- 
tory,  tban  npon  many  other  po«tioni  before 
taken. 

I  then  aaanme,  a«  «  fact  well  settled  by  the 
endeooe,  that  the  ooet  of  the  wool  and  the 
eoat  of  mannfactoring  into  oloth  ready  for  the 
maricet,  as  a  general  rnle  in  this  ooontry,  at  the 
present  prioea  of  wool,  are  about  eqnal ;  or,  in 
otbar  words,  that  the  coet  of  the  raw  wool  In 
tbe  United  States,  ia  abont  one-half  the  cost  of 
flw  ck>th  it  makes. 

|Hae  Kr.  W.  again  made  extracts  Arom  llie 
pnnted  tesdmony  taken  before  the  committee.] 

This,  Mr.  Ohairman,  doses  the  testimony  as 
to  this  pnraoeition,  and  npon  which  point  every 
witoa^  wKoee  knowledge  of  praotioal  mann- 
hrtnring  has  enabled  him  to  saswer  the  qnee- 
tion,  has  given  tbe  some  answer  very  nearly. 
I  tberdbre  oondder  the  proposition  as  folly  and 
faeontroTertibly  established  by  the  proof.  It 
win  be  fonnd,  however,  that  while  thia  position 
B  tra»  as  a  general  role,  thure  will  be  variations 
in  it  aeoording  to  the  difibrent  qnallties  of  the 
doth  made.  The  cost  of  mannfactaring  the 
finer  qnalidea,  will  be  less  than  the  cost  of  the 
wcx^  and  the  cost  of  the  mannfactaring  the 
eoana  qualities,  will  be  greater  than  the  cost 
of  the  wool,  while  at  some  of  the  intermediate 
qoalities,  an  almost  exact  equality  will  exist. 

In  lots  of  wool  ooeting  not  more  than  7S  cents 
per  poond,  these  variations  will  lialanoe  each 
othor  and  BMin  an  average  equality  between  the 
mat  of  tbe  wool  and  the  cost  of  mann&otnring, 
B  any  given  qnwti^  of  wool. 

That  the  next  principle  which  I  consider  as 
catabSahed  bj  the  testimony  is,  tliat  any  given 
parcel  of  woM  can  be  maoa&otnred  into  cloth 
■B  cheap  in  the  Uidted  States  as  it  can  in  Eng- 
ine or,  in  other  words,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  cost  of  woollen  cloths  in  the  United 
States  and  in  En^and,  is  the  difference  in  the 
east  <rf  wool,  the  expnise  of  mannfactaring  he- 
tag  tbe  same  in  both  conntries. 

For  the  proof  of  this  position,  Ur.  W.  re- 
fctred  to  the  testimony  of  the  foUovrii^  wit- 
B«aes: — Messrs.  Shepherd,  Uarland,  Yonng, 
Tolcott,  Clapp,  Dnpont,  and  Peirce. 

Here,  apin,  Ur.  Oluurman,  there  is  an  entire 
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Bsreement  amons  all  the  witnesses,  who  are 
able  to  answer  the  isteirc^atory  of  the  ooat- 
mittee,  in  relation  to  the  position  I  have  taken, 
and  their  answers  all  go  to  establish  its  cor- 
rectness. 

I  next  assume  it  to  be  proved  by  the  evidence 
taken,  that  the  cost  of  wool  in  tids  oonnby  ia 
greater  than  the  cost  of  the  same  wool  in  Eng- 
land by  irom  60  to  BO  per  cent  upon  the  Eng- 
lish cost ;  or,  in  other  words,  wool  of  the  same 
qnality  costs  from  one-tbird  te  foar-Sfths  more 
in  the  United  States  than  it  does  in  England. 

Here,  again,  sir,  I  mnst  tax  the  committee 
with  a  raterence  to  the  swearing  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  I  can  only  cheer  them  with  the 
assurance  that  it  is  the  last  which  I  propose  to 

The  following  qneetdon,  in  sabetance,  was  put 
to  most  if  not  all  of  the  witnesses  examined 
before  the  committee  n^n  the  sntrjeot  of  wo<d 
and  woollens,  and  I  will  give  the  snswers  of 
such  of  them  as  were  able  to  ^ve  definite  an- 
swers to  it 

QuestJon. — Do  yon  know  the  di&rence  ia 


1  the 


British  and  tn  tbe  American  marke 

[Answered  by  eight  witnesses.] 

These  answers  ^ve  as  the  eitremee  of  diffiv- 
enoe  in  the  price  of  wool  in  the  two  oonntrlea^ 
GO  and  GO  per  cent,  upon  the  En^ish  price ; 
and  one  witness  sa^&  "  this  (50  per  crait)  is  the 
lowest  price  at  which  it  can  be  sold  to  cover  all 
expenses ;  thus  pl^nly  dving  us  to  understand, 
that  this  will  cover  all  expenses,  and  leaving 
tbe  eqnaUy  plidn  inference  that  any  further  ad- 
vance is  the  importer's  profit,  whatever  that 
advance  may  be.  In  oorroboration  of  tUs  idea, 
also,  the  witness,  Mr.  Poor,  is  asked — "  Is  im- 
porting wool  a  profitable  business,  and  do  the 
importers  find  ready  sales  for  it?"  And  his 
answer  is :  "It  has  been  a  profitable  business 
for  some  time  past,  say  at  least  for  1937;  but 
it  is  attended  with  uncertainty,  like  other  mer- 
cantile pnrsnits.  Dnrinc  the  past  year  tht 
sales  have  been  very  ready :  we  have  sold,  as 
auctioneer^  about  800,000  lbs.  of  foreign  wool, 
and  abont  106,000  lbs.  of  domestic  wooL" 
Yet,  sir,  as  the  witnesses  do  not  exactly  agree 
as  to  this  difference  in  the  prices  of  wool  be- 
tween England  and  this  country,  and  as  I  wish 
to  pat  this  Bobjeot  upon  at  least  a  safe  footing, 
for  tbe  American  monafocturer,  I  have  assumed 
the  medium  between  these  two  extremes  of  50 
and  80  per  cent  to  be  the  correct  difference 
between  the  price  of  wool  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  shall  make  my  estimates  npon  a  sup- 
posed difference  in  the  oost  of  wool  in  flavor 
of  England,  of  66  per  cent,  which  Is  that 
medium. 

What,  then,  are  the  present  and  the  proposed 
duties !  The  present  duties  npon  these  goods, 
as  will  be  seen  by  tbe  amount  of  importations 
Jnst  given,  is  2S  and  G8^  per  cent,  ad  valarsm. 
The  bill  reported  proposes  a  change  in  the 
manner  of  levying  Uie  duties  from  an  ad  valo- 
rem to  a  specifio  form,  by  adopting  the  mini- 


ABRIDOHSNT  OF  THE 


«R.] 


|llABaa,18S8. 


mnm  prindple,  M  It  in  oalled,  tuA  thiu  reoom- 
mends  ui  moTeaae  of  Hie  preaent  rates  of  datj 
in  two  wftjs :  let,  b^  a  direct  incr««M  of  the 
ad  patorem  dntf ;  and  2d,  bj  the  regolation  of 
the  T"'"ii"'"'i'" ;  so  that  bj  the  provieionB  of 
the  hi]]  a  aqnare  jazd  of  oloth,  costing  in  a  for- 
eW  market  SO  oante,  and  one  coBtlsg  60  eenta, 
vm  pay  the  same  dotj  \  a  square  yud  of  oloth 
ooetiDK  61  c«nt&  and  one  costing  100  cents,  will 
p^  the  same  aatj;  a  eqnare  jard  of  cloth 
ceding  101  OMkta,  and  one  coetJng  260  cents, 
will  pay  Ibt  same  dntj ;  and  a  square  yard  of 
cloth  costing  SBl  cents,  and  one  costing  400 
cents,  will  pay  the  same  dnty ;  and  all  inter- 
mediate Tallies  in  each  case  will  pay  the  same 
dnty  with  the  hi^eet  extreme  of  Uie  mini- 
mum. All  values  above  4  dollars  the  sqcsre 
yard,  are^  by  the  bill,  to  pay  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  ^  per  sent.  The  amendment  of  the 
honoratde  Coairman,  QLc,  Maia-abt,)  proposes 
tomakeasqaareyard  (^  cloth,  ooetiugm  a  for- 
eign market  20  cents,  and  one  costing  60  cents, 
pay  the  same  duty ;  a  square  yard  of  cloth 
oostdng  61  oenta,  and  one  costing  260  cents,  pay 
the  same  duty ;  a  square  yard  of  cloth  costing 
260  cents,  and  com  costing  400  cents,  pay  the 
same  dnty,  and  a  square  yard  of  cloth  costing 
401  cents,  and  one  costing  600  cents,  pay  the 
same  dnty ;  and  fixes  upon  the  lower  priced 
cloths  a  somewhat  higher  rate  of  dnty  than 
that  proposed  by  the  bill,  bnt  a  nlat  of  duty 
not  so  high  upon  the  fine  olotha,  it  propodng 
40,  and  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  40 
per  cent 

Another  tabular  calculation  will  show  the 
rates  per  cent,  of  the  dutiee  proposed  by  Uie 
biU,  and  also  by  the  amendment  i^  the  honor- 
able Ohidrman,  by  which  the  direct  increase  of 
tiie  rates  proposed,  and  also  the  increase  pro- 
dnoed  1^  the  adcq)tlon  ctf  tiie  minimum  princi- 
ple, may  be  seen  and  compared.  That  this 
ctonparison  may  be  as  perfect  aa  practicable,  I 
have  made  the  calculation  at  the  extremes,  and 
at  the  mean  of  each  minimum,  and  have  also 
given  the  medium  increase  of  Uie  present  rates 
of  duty  upon  each  minimnm,  both  of  the  bill 
and  of  the  amendment.    They  are  as  follows : 


Thna  it  will  be  fonnd  that  the  rates  of  dnty 
proposed  by  the  committee,  range  from  82  to 
SO  per  cent.,  omitting  fractions  entirely,  whii^ 
are  omitted  in  the  table,  and  that  the  rates  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  vary  from  44  to  216 
per  cent.  In  one  single  instance  the  duty  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  diminishes  the  present 
doty.  That  instance  is  at  the  very  highest  ex- 
treme of  the  first,  or  60  cent  minimnm.  The 
now  rate  of  dnty  npon  a  square  yard  of  cloth 
costing  60  cents  in  a  foreign  market,  aa  will  be 
seen  by  the  table,  ia  88J  per  cent,  while  the 
rate  proposed  by  the  bill  at  that  point,  is  but 
S2  per  cenL ;  or,  to  be  better  onderstood,  as  I 
intend  to  argue  this  question  with  perfect  oan- 
dor,  th«  dnty  proposed  by  the  committee  upon 


a  yard  of  cloth  invoiced  at  fifty  cents,  or  at  any 
price  under  t^t  sum,  b  IS  cents;  while  the 
present  duty  upon  a  yard  of  cloth  invoiced  ex- 
actly at  60  cents,  would  be  18^  cents,  making 
a  difiWenoe  in  favor  of  the  present  duty,  con- 
fined strictly  to  this  point,  as  to  cost,  of  fl^ 
cents.  This,  upon  its  face  and  nnexplained, 
would  seem  to  oe  wrong,  and  contrary  to  tho 
principles  which  have  governed  the  committee. 
I  will,  therefore,  ask  the  patience  of  the  com- 
mittee for  one  mcoient,  while  I  ezamine  this 
minimum.  It  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  tbe 
cloths  falling  within  this  minimum,  must  be 
either  very  coarse  fulled  cloths,  or  the  lighter 
fabrics,  as  baizes,  flannelsj  dec  Now  the  first 
difficulty  presenting  itself  in  the  formation  of 
this  bill,  was  to  graduate  a  duty  which  should 
afibrd  protection  to  the  manufacturer  npcm. 
these  coarse  fulled  cloths,  and  at  the  same  tune 
should  not  be  entirely  unreasonable  npon  the 
light  fabrics  inst  mentioned.  The  present  law 
had  made  a  distinction  in  tbe  duty  below  thia 
pointy  of  SO  cents,  and  had  imposed  a  duty  of 
only  36  per  cent,  upon  all  cloths  costing  8&^ 
cents  the  square  yard,  while  upon  all  costing 
over  that  anm,  a  duty  of  88^  per  cent,  was  im- 
posed. To  ttds  distinction  fiannels  and  baizea 
were  made  an  exception,  and  the  dialdnotitHi 
was  dedaredly  introduced  to  favor  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  coarse  foiled  cloths,  extenaivelT 
used,  and  forming  the  heaviest  item  of  wool- 
lens consumed  in  one  section  of  this  nnion, 
I  refer  to  the  cloths  commonly  called  n^ro 
cloths.  These  were  supposed  mostly  to  come 
under  the  diatinotion  of  cloths  costing  lees  thm 
88^  cents  the  sqnare  yard,  and  thereiore  to  pay 
a  duty  of  36  per  cent.  If  this  was  a  c<»Tect 
sappoaition  of  the  former  law,  I  ask,  Ur. 
Ohairman,  what  duty  will  these  cloths  pay  by 
the  proposed  bill!  A  square  yard  of  dodt 
costing  88^  cents,  by  the  present  law  pays  a 
duty  of  9  16-100  cents,  say  9  3-10  cents.  By 
the  bill  repart«d  by  the  committee,  the  same 
yard  of  oloth  will  pay  a  duty  of  1 6  cents,  mak- 
ing an  increase  of  the  duty  beyond  what  is 
now  imposed,  of  B  8-10  upon  every  square 
yard.  Now,  sir,  suppose  no  single  vara  tii 
these  cloths  comes  invoiced  at  a  less  pnce  dian 
8&i  cents,  I  ask,  is  not  this  a  sofBdent  increase 
of  the  duty  t  It  is  48  instead  o!  36  per  ecmt. 
But  we  have  seen  by  the  calculatjoo  and  labia 
I  have  just  given,  that  the  average  increase  of 
dnty  npon  this  minimum,  even  suppomng  20 
cents  to  be  its  lowest  extreme,  by  tlie  effect  of 
the  minimum  principle,  is  13  per  cent,  beyond 
the  duty  now  imposed ;  and  this  is  true,  while 
at  the  extreme  point  of  60  cents,  the  present 
duty  is  very  tnflingly  reduced.  This  is  the 
only  minimnm  proposed  jn  the  bill  where  the 
prescpt  rate  of  duty  is  not  increased  even  at 
the  highest  extreme  of  the  graduated  valneu 
Thus,  all  cloths  costing  more  than  fifty  oenta, 
and  not  more  than  one  dollar,  are  to  pay  tli« 
same  duty,  a  duty  of  40  cents  upon  every 
square  yard.  The  present  dnty  npon  a  yard  of 
oloOi  costing  1  dollar,  is  86  S-8  oents;  thus 
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leaTing  an  incresM  at  the  Terj  extreme  of  \iiiB 
minimiim,  of  tli«  difference  between  86  S-S  and 
40  eenta,  w  SI  on  Hie  yard  of  olotli,  while  at 
the  loweat  extreme  of  thu  ininiiniiii:!,  the  difier- 
enne  between  the  present  and  the  proposed 
ivij  is,  a  fraction  more  than  SI  txata  npon 
cad  yaid  of  doth,  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The 
average  increase  upon  cloths  &l]ing  within  this 
minimnni,  is,  as  we  havejast  seen,  SO  per  cent. 
berond  the  present  rate  of  duty. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  comnuttee  with  a  fW- 
tlieir  ree«f>itnlalion  of  this  table,  than  to  re- 
siark,  that  an  examination  of  the  calculation 
win  ahow  that  the  medimn  inoreaae  of  dntj 
Dpon  dothe  &lling  within  the  third  minimnm, 
i>  3S  per  oenL  beyond  the  present  duty,  and 
within  the  fourth,  a  fraction  more  than  30  per 
eeot.  increase ;  while  the  extremes  will  be 
ioaaA  'equally  t«  increase  the  present  rates  of 
dnty  npon  the  same  dotbs.  Aner  this  point,  I 
prasnme  the  bill  will  not  be  otfleotad  against 
aj  the  fiiends  of  the  amendment,  as  its  pro- 
poeed  ratce  of  dnty  are  even  higher  than  tboae 
propoaed  by  the  amendment  The  medinm  in- 
oease  beyond  the  present  rate  of  dnty,  by  the 
reqwrtive  minimnms,  in  the  proposed  amend- 
tnent,  will  be  fonnd  by  this  table  to  be,  npon 
the  first,  39  per  cent. ;  npon  the  second,  40  per 
emt. ;  npon  the  third,  30  per  cent. ;  and  npon 
Oh  fbnrui,  19  per  cent.,  r^ecting  fractions,  and 
the  extremea  of  increase  are  from  10  to  183  per 

Thus,  having  seen  what  the  present  dnty  is, 
what  Uie  dntiea  proposed  by  the  bill  and 
amendment  are,  and  what  increase  beyond  the 
jiraent  rate  and  amount,  is  proposed  by  each, 
It  remuns  for  me  to  examine  whether  the  dn- 
tbn  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
eonunitte^  are  mifflcient  to  give  to  the  mann- 
taetnrer  of  woollen  cloths  that  proteotlon  which 
b«  aetnally  requires.  And  here  let  me  aid^  Ur. 
Chtinnan,  what  protection  does  the  mann&c- 
tnrar  really  needt  Have  we  the  means  of  an- 
■wering  this  inquiry  I  I  think,  sir,  we  have. 
Bid  that,  too,  irith  considerable  certainty.  I 
have  already  ehown,  or  attempted  to  show, 
that  the  coet  of  wool,  and  the  cost  of  mannfJtc- 
taring  It  into  cloth,  at  the  preaent  prices  of 
wocd  in  thia  ooontry,  are  equal ;  that  any  given 
parcel  of  wool  can  be  mannfaotnred  into  doth 
M  cheap  in  the  United  States  aa  it  can  in  £ne- 
luid ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  difference  m 
the  coat  of  woollen  oloths  in  the  two  oonntries, 
m  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  wool  of 
whidi  they  are  made,  the  expense  of  mannfao- 
fairing  being  the  tame  in  both ;  and  that  the 
east  of  wool  in  the  United  8tatea  Is  greater 
dan  the  cost  of  the  same  wool  in  England,  by 
from  50  to  80  per  cent,  npon  the  EngUah  cost 
ThMe  propositions  I  consider  to  be  fimy  proved 
by  the  testimony  to  which  I  have  referred ; 
and  taking  them  to  be  tme,  I  think  we  arrive 
BteesBarilT  at  the  oondnsion,  that  the  proteo- 
ticn  whi^  the  mann&otnrer  of  woollen  goods 
in  this  Goontry  reqnirea,  u  eqnal  to  the  £ffer- 
enee  between  the  coat  of  the  wool  he  nsea  in 
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England  and  in  this  country.  The  cost  of  his 
fabric  is  the  cost  of  the  wool  and  the  coat  of 
the  manufactoring  it  into  the  fabric ;  and,  as  It 
is  established  that  the  English  and  the  Ameri- 
can mannfactnrer  can  do  the  manufacturing  at 
the  some  expense,  the  difference  at  which  each 
can  ftimish  the  fabric  at  cost,  must  be  the  dif- 
ference which  each  has  to  pay  for  the  wool  of 
which  it  is  made.  But  it  is  also  established 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  cost  of  the  wool  Is 
one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  fabric  when  pre- 
pared for  the  market,  and  that  the  cost  of  wool 
m  this  country  is  greater  than  the  cost  of  the 
same,  or  an  equal  quality  of  wool  in  En^and, 
by  from  CO  to  80,  the  medinm  3S  per  cent, 
npon  the  English  cost  Therefore,  the  prot«o- 
tion  required  by  oar  manufactnrers,  is  eqnal  to 
6G  per  cent,  npon  the  cost  in  England  of  the 
wool  they  use. 

It,  then,  the  cost  of  the  wool,  and  the  cost  of 
manufacturing  it  in  this  country,  are  equal ;  if 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  is  as  ohe^>  here  aa 
it  is  in  En^and ;  if  the  cost  of  wool  in  this 
country  is  greater  than  it  is  in  E^land  by  SB 
per  cent,  as  an  average,  npon  the  i^iglish  cost: 
and  if  I  have  shown  that  the  bill,  as  reported 
b^  the  Committee  on  Mannfaotnree,  ooTers  this 
difference  in  the  price  of  wool,  and  even  goee 
beyond  it,  I  have  shown  enough  fbr  my  pur- 


The  American  manufbAtnier  has.  by  the  bill 
as  reported,  all  tlie  protection  whicn  he  swears 
that  he  needs. 


Here  I  shonld  remark,  that  these  tables  are 
cast  npon  the  assumption  that  6G  per  cent.  Is 
the  tme  differeooe  between  the  cost  of  wool  in 
&igland  and  in  the  United  States,  although  I 
have  before  noticed  that  there  are  strong  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  this  per  ceutage  is  ^ater 
than  the  difference  which,  in  fact,  exists,  or 
that  a  leas  advance  (aay  SO  per  cent.)  would 
pay  the  present  dnty,  costs,  and  charges,  and 
enable  the  importer  to  bring  in  foreign  wooL 
My  oalqulations  have  also  been  made  npon  the 
present  prices  of  wool  in  this  oonntry,  and  the 
only  poesible  manner  of  shaking  them,  or  dis- 
proving their  correctness,  is  by  the  assumption 
that  the  duty  proposed  by  the  bill,  upon  raw 
wool,  is  to  enhance  the  price  of  that  artide,  to 
the  extent  of  tiie  dnty.  The  soundness  of  this 
argnnjent,  08  well  as  the  propriety  of  its  use, 
by  the  friends  of  the  protecting  system,  I  shall, 
by  and  by,  have  occasion  to  notice.  But  as  a 
partial  answer  to  it,  supposing  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  npoD  wool  may  have  some  effect  to 
enhance  the  price  of  tt,  I  preeent  the  excess  of 
dnty  over  the  protection  required  at  the  pres- 
ent prices  of  wool  in  this  country.  At  all 
points  of  each  minimum,  that  excess  is  coniAd- 
erable,  but  at  the  highest  extreme  of  the  llrst 
minimnm,  50  cents,  the  only  point  in  the  whole 
bill  where  the  present  dnty  upon  doths  U  not 
inoreased,  that  excess  amounts  to  more  than  7 
per  cent  npon  the  value  of  the  clotl^  or  14  per 
cent,  npon  the  value  of  the  wool.  At  the 
highest  extreme  of  the  next  mtnimnin,  $1  QO, 
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the  eioesa  is  IS  p«r  cent  upon  the  oloth,  or  80 

Kr  cent,  upon  toe  -wooX,  and  this  again  is  the 
\tk  excess  to  be  fonnd  in  the  biU,  with  the 
exception  of  that  at  GO  cents.  Will  it  then  be 
contended,  bj  the  Menda  of  protection,  that 
wool  is  to  rise  in  price,  hj  tne  operation  of 
protecting  laws,  bejond  either  of  these  rates  of 
uicreaae !  If  not,  then  the  dati«s  proposed  hj 
the  bill  will  still  be  a  snffldent  protection  to 
the  manuiactnrer.  It  now  then  remains  for  me 
to  answer  k  \erj  tew  of  the  arffaments  nsed  bj 
the  honorable  chuiman,  (Ur.  Hajjjihi,)  and 
u  I  sappoee,  intended  to  applj  to  the  amend- 
ment he  has  offered,  althongh  he  did  not  offer 
the  amendment  until  after  he  closed  his  re- 

Aa  to  tlie  franda  alleged  to  be  oommittdd  in 
die  importation  of  those  coarse  wools,  the 
honorable  cbairmaa  has  given  all  the  answer 
which  he  oonid  have  given ;  tbi^  if  tliese 
wools  are  imported  in  a  fonl  state  to  disguise 
their  qnality,  they  will  necessarily  lose  in 
oleanFring,  and  that  loss  must  operate  to  in- 
orease  the  dnty  upon  the  cleansed  wool.  This 
is  true,  practically,  to  a  oertun  extent,  but  not 
to  the  extent  which  the  gentleman  seems  to 
BDppoee.  Bnt,  sir,  eoppose  it  to  have  been  tnie 
np  to  thia  lime,  what  effect  has  it  upon  the 
Bulfjeot  now  before  the  oommitt«e?  We  are 
now  to  reason,  not  upon  the  existing  law,  but 
upon  the  effect  of  the  law  which  we  are  about 
to  pass.  Let  us  then  see  what  will  be  the  iu- 
daoements  to  these  frauds,  if  the  amendment 
proptMed  by  the  honorable  churman  (Mr. 
Mau-uit)  is  adopted.  One  poond  of  wool, 
worth  in  a  foreign  market  16  cents,  will,  by 
that  amendment,  pay  20  cents  duty.  Mix  witlt 
that  poond  of  wool  1  ponnd  of  dirt,  making 
two  poonds  in  weight,  and  worth  8  cents  per 
pound,  and  what  dnty  will  it  then  pay  t  The 
two  poonda  will  still  be  worth  only  16  cents, 
and  will  by  that  aame  amendment  only  be 
charged  with  a  dnty  of  16  per  cent,  ad  voio- 
«wn,  equal  upon  the  S  pounds  of  wool  and  dirt, 
to  2  64^100  cents.  Here,  then,  jon  will  have 
the  same  pound  of  wool  imported,  and  conse- 
quently conflicting  with  a  pound  of  eijaal  qual- 
ity of  our  own  wool,  wnile,  by  this  rimple 
fraud,  17  86-100  cents  are  saved  upon  the  duty 
it  sbonld  pay — an  amount  greater  than  the  cost 
of  the  pocind  of  wool  itself  in  the  foreign  mar- 
ket^ and  the  same  wool  would  pay  a  duty  of 
2  64-100,  instead  of  20  cents.  Does,  then,  the 
bill  as  reported  by  the  committee,  furnish  an 
effectoal  check  to  these  franda  t  That  bill  pro- 
posee  a  du^  of  T  cents,  specifically,  apon  every 
ponnd  of  wool  imported,  and  a  Airther  dnt; 
upon  all  wool  of  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
dn^  at  that  rate,  upon  one  ponnd  of  wool 
worth  16  cents  in  the  foreign  market,  would 
be  about  14  cents ;  and  any  attempt  to  disguise 
its  quality,  by  means  which  sbonld  add  to  its 
weight,  would  only  bcrease  the  dntj  by  1 
cents  upon  every  pound  weight  added.  This 
view  of  the  cose  must  certMtUj  convince  even 
^e  honorable  fimzmaa  himself  that  this  pro- 


vi^on  of  the  bill  is  to  be  peferred,  and  thtt 
his  amendment  only  proclaims  a  bounty  upon 
frauda  in  the  importation  of  coarse  wools. 


IfoNDAT,  March  24. 
Catt  of  R.  W.  Mtade. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
which  was  the  unfinished  bnainess  of  Saturday, 
consisting  of  the  bill  and  amendment  for  the  le- 
lief  of  B.  W.  Meade, 

The  qnestion  recorring  on  ordering  the  ^M 
to  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  Walks  withdrew  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vions  question. 

Mr.  Four  then  took  the  floor  in  oppodlion 
to  the  bill,  and  was  replied  to,  at  considerable 
length,  by  Mr.  Evkbbit  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Eahdoiph  then  made  a  series  of  remarks 
on  the  unfitness  of  the  House  to  be  a  tribunal 
for  the  decision  of  private  claims,  on  the  ad- 
vanced stage  of  tiie  sesuon,  tlie  necessity  of 
coming  to  some  oooolnrion  as  to  the  tariff^  and 
concliued  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  upon  tiie 
table. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  81,  noes  60, 

Mr.  Bttohahak  said :  I  voted  a^nst  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
Rasdolfh,)  to  lay  this  bill  npon  the  table ;  be- 
cause I  believed,  that  in  a  few  minutes  Its  fate 
would  have  been  finally  dedded,  by  a  direct 
vote  of  the  Eonse.  upon  ita  engrossment. 

I  shall  not  suffer  myself  to  be  drawn  into 
the  debat«,  upon  the  general  questions  involved 
in  tliis  bill,  neither  shall  I  express  any  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  validity  of  Mr.  Meade's  clum. 
The  suggestion  made  by  the  gentieman  from 
Yirguiia  (Mr.  Abobbb)  has  no  application  to 
me ;  because  I  have  read  and  carMnUy  exam- 
ined all  the  documents,  connected  with  this 
claim,  which  have  been  published :  and  still  I 
am  not  informed  as  to  its  nature.  I  ought  not 
therefore  to  have  formed  any  opinion  upon  the 
snbject. 

It  has  been  admitted  by  the  chairman  <^  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  (Mr,  Ev- 
ZBxn,)  that  the  royal  certificate  ought  to  have 
no  effect  npon  our  decision ;  and  uat  it  mnst 
be  sustained  by  other  documents,  before  this 
claim  can  be  allowed.  It  is  cert^n,  that  npon 
tLis  oertjficate  alone,  the  United  States  ought 
not  to  be  made  answerable  to  Mr.  Meade. 
Why  then  are  not  the  doonments  necessary  to 
sustain  this  claim,  now  produced )  Where  are 
they }  In  the  possession  of  Mr.  Meade  t  I  be- 
lieve not.  We  are  then  aboot  to  provide  a  tri- 
bunal for  the  examination  of  docnments  which 
may  be  in  Spun,  or  may  b&  the  Lord  knows 
where.  We  are  asked  to  call  into  existence  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  bnt  whether  they 
shall  ever  act  or  not,  will  depend  npon  the  con- 
tingency, whether  Mr.  Meade  wilt  ever  be  able 
to  procure  his  vouchers.  Let  these  vouchen 
be  first  procured  \  let  Ur.  Ueade  present  them 
to  the  Boose,  and  let  tiiem  be  nbmitted  to  rao 
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of  oor  oommittMs, ;  and  if  they  slionld  be  too 
TolDininoDB  for  its  ezaminatdon,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  shall  I  vote  to  eHtabliBtt  a  ^wrd. 
ti  the  first  time  I  have  ever  beard  of  a  daim 
Mot  b7  Congress  to  be  audited,  whilst  the 
Yonchera  apon  whioh  it  rested  were  not  In  the 
poaaesMon,  and  for  an;  tiling  we  know,  might 
nercr  be  in  tlie  power  of  the  claimant.  Against 
this  claimant  I  entertun  no  prejadice ;  on  the 
eMitrai7,  mj  feelings  are  all  of  an  opposite 
(Juract«r ;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  establiah  a 
ni«cial  eoroniisaioQ  to  investigate  his  claim,  be- 
fore he  has  sahmttted  to  ns  any  voDcbers  npon 
whicti  it  cao  be  sustained. 

[Mr.  Etsbvit  here  explained.  He  a(ud  he 
was  informed  that  Mr.  Ifeade  had  a  large 
tnaae  of  documents  in  his  posseagion  ready  to 
(nbmit.'l 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  Sir,  said  be,  fhis  makes 
tb«  case  stronger  agunst  hiin,  than  I  bad  ever 
soraosed.  If  he  bad  the  doonments  upon 
wUch  his  cl^m  is  fomided,  or  any  part  of 
them  ia  his  possession,  why  did  he  not  submit 
them  to  the  committee?  And  why  did  that 
mnmiittee  rest  their  report  npon  the  royal  cer- 
ti&cate  alone,  whioh  is  now  admitted  to  be  in- 
anfflcient  to  esubliab  tlie  olum } 

It  has  been  sud,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
in  its  present  form,  will  not  commit  the  House 
iqMxi  this  claim.  I  am  far  ftom  being  of  that 
opinion.  The  bill  proposes  to  appoint  three 
commisaoaers,  to  examine  and  liquidate  this 
daim,  and  report  sach  items  of  it  as  they  think 
oogfat  to  be  allowed,  together  with  the  evi- 
d^c«.  And  am  I  to  be  told,  that  if  we  shall 
wtabltsh  a  tribunal  to  examine  and  to  decide 
this  qnestion,  that  after  they  shall  have  report- 
ed Uieir  deci^oQ  to  this  House,  we  shall  be  as 
free  to  act,  as  if  there  had  been  no  socb  pro- 
eoedinga  under  our  authority)  Will  this  be 
dte  caB&  aAer  we  shall  have  asked  and  ob- 
taioed  the  opinions  of  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
Kid  two  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury )  It 
is  true,  we  may  reverse  their  decision  if  we 
tldok  proper ;  but  it  is  equally  oertaiu,  that  the 
jndgment  of  a  judicial  tribmiat  established  by 
oor  own  anthority,  must  necessarily  have  an 
iiiflaence  npon  our  decision.  It  will  be  prima 
Jad*  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
will  relieve  the  claimant  from  the  burthen  of 
pnH^  and  cast  it  upon  the  United  Btatee. 

Bat,  sir,  I  do  not  like  to  send  a  claim  of  this 
magnitade  to  Iw  decided  by  persons  whom  I  do 
not  know.  The  President  may,  in  his  discre- 
tioD,  appoint  any  two  of  the  five  Auditors  of 
the  IVettsnry.  Ilieae  Auditors  are  all  equal  in 
tbe  eye  of  the  law ;  but  yet,  there  are  some  of 
them  npon  whose  decision  I  should  rely  with 
Bach  more  confidence  than  npon  that  of  otb- 
as.  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Attomey-Qen- 
tnl  wonld  leave  the  duties  of  his  station  to 
audit  this  daini.  The  buuness  will,  therefbre, 
be  chiefly  transaoted  by  the  two  Auditors  who 
Bn  be  appointed. 

I  cannot  perceive  what  the  fHends  of  the 
dam  expect  from  the  eetablistunent  of  this  tri- 


bunal, unless  they  suppose  that  its  decision  will 
have  an  inflnenoe  upon  our  judgment,  bi 
what  manner  can  it  expedite  the  final  detemii- 
nstion  of  tbe  claim !  The  bill  does  not  pro- 
pose that  it  shall  be  paid,  until  after  Oongress, 
at  their  next  session,  shall  have  acted  npon  the 
report  of  the  Board.  Why  then  should  we  not 
wut  until  the  next  session,  when  the  voucher^ 
if  they  erist,  can  be  produced  to  us;  and,  if 
then,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations  shall 
not  be  able  to  examine  and  decide  npon  them, 
we  caa  refer  them  to  a  Board  of  Oommission- 
ers.  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  the  vonoh- 
ers  are  all  here  yeL  We  have  seen  none  of 
thun,  and  in  the  conrae  of  this  long  debate^  I 
have  never  heard  until  this  day,  that  any  of 
tliem  were  in  the  possession  tA  Sir,  Heads. 

Vi.  8.  Wood  next  rose,  and  sdd,  that  he 
wished  briefly  to  assign  the  reas(»is  of  the  vote 
he  sbonld  give  wi^out  mtering  at  large  into 
the  sulfjeot. 

Bir,  eeid  he,  every  Qovermnent  la  boond  by 
the  principles  of  the  social  contract,  to  protect 
its  citizens  in  the  lawM  exercise  of  uieir  riahts, 
and  those  whose  property  has  been  taken  Irom 
them  by  violence  on  the  ocean  or  in  the  porta 
and  harbors  of  neutral  and  friendly  powers,  are 
entitled  to  call  on  Govemment  to  aid  them  In 
seeking  redress. 

Yet,  even  in  case  Oovemment  should  be  un- 
able to  obtun  redress  by  peaceable  means,  it  is 
not  bound  to  go  to  war  to  avenge  or  redreas 
individual  injuries,  if  inconsistent  with  the 
general  welfare. 

The  case  is  very  different  with  regard  to 
debts,  or  demands  arising  from  contracts  with 
foreign  Governments,  by  citizens  resident  th*re. 

A  oitiz«t  who  takes  np  bis  reudenoe  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  entrusts  his  property  with 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  that  country,  does  it 
at  his  own  risk ;  and  whatever  difficulties  he 
may  encounter  in  recovering  his  debts,  he  has 
no  reason  to  complain,  while  the  tribunals  of 
justice  are  open  to  him  in  common  with  oth- 
ers. If  he  becomes  a  creditor  of  tbe  Govern- 
it,  he  relies  npon  the  ability  and  good  fkith 
the  Oovemment  to  discharge  its  engage- 
ments, and  mnst  share  the  tato  Of  other  publin 
creditors.  Nothing  less  than  an  0|>en  and  fla- 
grant denial  of  right  can  entitle  him  to  claim 
the  interposition  of  his  own  Government  In 
the  prosecution  of  his  demand.  A  different 
doctrine  would  make  the  Government  the  in- 
surer of  every  mercantile  adventurer,  who 
should  choose  to  become  a  public  orator, 
would  subject  the  Government  to  unpleaaaot 
aIt«rcatdon  with  other  Governments  in  relation 
to  their  private  contracts  with  individuate,  and 
would  lead  to  oonseqnenoes  that  would  be  in- 
tolerable. 

There  is  no  pretence  that  this  was  the  caae 
with  regard  to  the  petitioner.  The  embar- 
rassed stato  of  the  Spanish  flnancea  rendered 
the  debts  of  that  Government  in  a  great  meaa- 
nre  desperate,  and,  at  his  preesing  solicitation, 
the  duma  of  the  common  creditors  of  Spain 
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were  iuolnded  in  the  treaty,  with  the  claims  of 
Qioee  for  whom  the  Oovemment  was  bound  to 
provide. 

The  insertion  of  these  claims  In  the  treaty, 
was,  therefore,  purely  gratnitons ;  and  it  was  a 
favor  to  the  applicant  to  be  placed  on  an  equal- 
ity with  those  whose  property  had  been  taken 
from  them  by  force,  and  nod  a  riEht  to  call  on 
the  Goveninjent  for  redresa.  His  daim  was 
admitted,  subject  to  the  same  restrictions,  as  to 
the  mode  of  a4jo3^''>^''t  and  liquidation,  as  those 
oMms  were ;  and,  if  Government  has  extended 
tiie  same  jastioe  to  him  as  to  others,  it  has  dis- 
charged its  obligations  to  him. 

The  stipulatioaa  in  the  treaty  constitut«d  the 
measure  of  its  obligation.  The  nnit«d  States, 
in  consideration  of  the  cession  made  by  Spwn, 
agreed  to  appropriate  five  millions  of  dollars 
towards  the  payment  of  soch  olums  against 
Spain  as  ahooid  be  allowed  nnder  the  treaty ; 
to  Institate  B  Board  of  Oommissioners,  to  con- 
tinue in  commission  three  years,  to  ascertain 
the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  that 
shoald  be  brought  before  them,  and  to  demand 
of  Sp^  all  such  dooameuts  as  were  in  her 
poBBesBLOD,  which  should  he  intimated  by  the 
oommissioDers  to  be  neoeesary  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  any  claims  submitted  to  them. 

Hare  not  the  United  States,  in  good  faith, 
discharged  all  the  obiigations  imposed  on  them 
by  the  treaty  t  Did  not  the  Government  insti- 
tute the  Bou^l  of  Commissioners,  and  make  tlte 
demand  on  Sp^nwhea  required?  Did  not  the 
Board  continue  in  commisMon  three  years! 
Did  tiiey  not  adjnst  all  the  clwms  which  were 
stutained  before  them  t  And,  have  not  the  five 
millions  been  distributed  among  those  whose 
eUlms  were  allowed,  in  conformity  with  the 
stipnlations  of  the  treaty  t  It  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. 

It  has  been  a^d,  that  the  petitioner  had  not 
time  to  procure  his  documents  to  snstdn  his 
olaini  before  the  oommisBioners,  after  he  hod 
obtuned  the  order  for  their  proauctioD.  Why 
was  not  the  order  produced  m  season  t 

The  commisuoo  was  organized  in  June,  1821, 
and  continued  nntilJnn^  1S24.  The  petitioner 
presented  his  chum  in  January,  1632,  bat  did 
not  Sfiply  for  an  order  on  Spain,  for  his  docu- 
mento,  until  April,  1828,  when  the  time  proved 
insnfGcient  for  the  purpose.  Why  were  nearly 
two  years  suffered  to  elapse,  before  the  course 
provided  by  the  treaty  for  procnriog  bis  docn- 
meots  was  adopted  I  Are  the  United  States  in 
fhnlt  for  the  omission  t  The  petitioner  had  the 
control  of  his  own  cltum,  and  had  amole  time 
to  proonre  his  doouments ;  and  it  wonla  be  nn- 
Jost  to  obaive  the  Government  with  the  conse- 
qnenoes  of  his  own  neglect.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Oovemmeut  to  act  until  he  fnr- 
sished  them  with  a  schedule  of  the  pap«^  re- 

Soired,  and  on  order  of  the  oommissioners  for 
leir  production ;  and  there  is  no  complaint  of 
Uie  want  of  promptness  in  acting  liie  moment 
tbese  were  exhibited. 
It  is  a  enlBcieut  viudlc^on  oi  the  good  Mfh 


with  which  the  QoremmcDt  has  fulfilled  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  thst  alt 
the  claimants  had  it  in  their  power  to  obtain 
their  proportion  of  the  fund  which  was  pn>. 
vided  for  their  indemnity,  if  they  had  exercised 
the  requisite  diligence  to  substantjate  thdr 
claims  before  the  commissioners,  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was 
pledged  for  that  purpose.  Those  whose  clums 
were  a^usted,  were  entitled  to  the  whole  fond. 
It  has  been  distributed  amouK  them,  and  there 
is  nothing  left  for  ihrther  distribution.  The 
treaty  mode  aa  ample  provision  for  debts  as 
well  as  claims  against  Spain,  as  the  oreditera  or 
claimants  had  any  ri^ht  to  ask,  and  neither  jus- 
tice nor  policy  requires  that  any  ftirther  pro- 
vision should  be  made.  Sir,  the  passage  of  any 
bill  on  the  subject  would  involve  a  recognition 
of  some  sort  of  liability  to  the  petitioner,  and 
cannot  be  snstained  on  any  valid  principles. 

Besides,  if  you  moke  provisioo  for  one,  yon 
must  extend  tiie  gratuity  to  the  whole,  who  are 
in  the  same  situation.  We  are  told  that  there 
are  clums  restiu([  on  the  same  grounds  with 
that  of  the  petitioner,  to  the  amount  of 
890,000  dollars.  If  you  allow  this  claim  the 
present  session,  what  answer  will  you  give  those 
claimants  when  they  apply  to  you  ai  the  next! 
Their  claims  will  be  warranted  by  this,  and 
consistency  will  require  that  they  should  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  more 
reason  may  the  claimants  for  spoliations  urge 
the  foil  satisfaction  of  their  claims. 

If  you  open  your  Treasury  to  the  petitioner, 
you  cannot  close  it  against  demands  of  the 
same  order,  much  leas  ag^nst  those  of  a  much 
higher  character ;  and  a  determination  to  abide 
by  the  results  of  the  treaty,  or  to  provide  fiiU 
satisfaction  for  every  claimant,  onght  to  govern 
the  vote  on  this  bill. 

Ur.  UiTOHXLL,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the 
previous  queetion. 

The  colt  was  sustained  by  the  House,  and  the 
question  then  recurring,  "  Shall  the  mwi  ques- 
tion be  now  putf"  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put  as  follows : 

Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time ! "  which  question  was  decided  by — yeas 
66,  nays  106. 

So  the  HoQse  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time,  thereby  rejecting  the  bill. 


TnxsDAT,  Uarch  36, 
JH^twtinff  and  Aeemmting  Qffietn. 
The  debate    on   the  resolution,   heretofore 
ofibred  by  Ur.  J.  S.  Babbottb,  was  resnmed. 

Ur.  BAEBOmt  said :  Prior  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration,  the  language  of  our  appropria- 
oots  was  loose  and  general  He  saw  the 
IS  of  mischief  that  crowded  around  thia 
practice,  and  in  his  first  message  advised  this 
change.  Specific  oppropriationB  to  definite 
objects  followed,  ai^  his  model  tit  tooaontj 
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and  Bimplioity  in   mdminiBtntioii,  is  happilj' 

3,  in  this  respect,  hj  its  atriot  oo- 

o  tfae  plain  principles  of  the  ooDstitn- 


illastrMed,  ia  this  respect  hj  its  atriot 
loin  principles  of  " 
I  prooess  of  time,  these  views  ga,v6 


Ktitix  Sd,  1800.  The  right  to  transfer  ^pro- 
prittioQs  defeats  that  ^ard  over  the  pnblic 
maaoj  which  the  conetitntion  dasigoed  for  its 
•ecaritr,  and  gives  into  the  hands  of  the  Preai- 
dent  the  kef  that  unlocks,  at  bis  will,  the  na- 
tional treasures.  This  was,  no  donht,  s  t«mpo- 
rarj  ooDvenienoe,  bnt  it  was  fraught  with  seri- 
ooa  error  in  its  ineeptdon,  and  BtilTmore  serioos 
dinger  in  the  precedent.  The  present  Vice 
I^OBdent  of  the  United  States  moved  npiM)  this 
foot  in  1816,  the  following  resolation : 

•^JUtehtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Wa;B  and 
■mh*  be  initnicted  to  inqoirs  into  the  eipedienoj' 
of  TcpMling  so  much  of  aa  act  entitled  an  act  far- 
An  to  amend  Oio  seveTal  aetl  for  the  eatabliihment 
BBd  regulation  of  the  Traacorj,  War,  and  Harj  De- 
paiUMnta,  paeaed  8d  Haroh,  l$oe,  as  aathoiiies  the 
Preatdeat  oT  the  Uahad  Staiea  to  transfer  ippr^ri- 


this  effort  to  bring  back  the  exe- 
CUtre  action  to  ita  conatitotional  limlta.  Had 
be  no  other  claims  to  pnbltc  gratitude  bat  this 
an^  act  of  replacing  the  oonatjtntion  npon  its 
and  original  basis,  it  would  be  or  itself 
aent  to  give  him  a  high  and  Jost  rank 
aoKHW  the  bene&ctore  of  his  country.  The 
Kt  of  Uardi  ad,  1B17,  was  the  frnitof  hieexer- 
tioDs.  That  of  Uaj,  1820,  next  followed.  B7 
thia  last  act,  the  power  1^  transfer,  which  is 
eqnivaleDt  to  the  grant  of  absolote  power  over 
dbbnraemaDt,  waavealed  in  thePrendent,  for  the 
fbUoiring  q)ecified  oljjects ; — ■"  For  the  snbsiat- 
•Doe  of  the  arm^;  for  forage;  for  the  medical 
and  hoqjital  Department;  also  in  the  Navj 
Department ;  "  for  provisions,  for  medioinee  sod 
boepitable  ator^  for  repaira  of  vessels,  for  oloth- 
ing."  And  thia  act  condadee  h;  prohibiting 
all  other  transfer  of  appropriation.  As  the  gen- 
tienan  has  called  io  qaestAon  the  aconraoy  of 
Bj  Srtt  estimate  of  Uie  soma  snbject  to  the  will 
«f  the  President,  I  have  revised  it  npon  his  own 
abiitted  baoia  of  calcniation.  If  I  am  in  error, 
thatanor  ia  iocnrable,  for  I  have  spared  no  dili- 
gBtoe  in  the  serQtia;r  W  which  I  tested  the  oor- 
leetoeM  of  the  oripnal  eildmate.  Sir,  I  mast 
repeat  that  the  oontingent  expenses  of  the  first 
rear  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  thongh 
npea  to  soma  cavil,  should  be  baij  set  down 
at  $5S,S1S  67  oeota ;  bnt  embracing  both  enn- 
■■■H11I  and  onenameroted  oontingenoies,  will 
Mt  «zceed  tl30,000-^or  the  aeoond  year  the 
^KMUit  WBB  (30,860— «n<l  for  the  third  year  was 
115,001  S  oeota.  Oontrasted  with  these,  the 
mropriAtiDDa  lor  the  last  year,  that  are  nnder 
Mdominiooof  th»Exeoative,ma7  be  set  down 
a  two  fT ■!««»■  and  fiftT-eix  thousand  one  hno- 
dcad  and  ftitf-lhree  dollars  and  forty-eight 
eaita.    We  m^Ti  wiUi  proprietr,  add  to  this 


[H.  <»  B. 

snm,  the  ^ipropnations  for  intornnl  aa  well  aa 
external  commerce — oompriaing  the  snms  allot- 
ted for  light- honsea,  baoys,  piers,  Ac.,  ^,  wbich- 
toQoh  the  latter  sntyect;  and  roads,  canals,  and 
anrve; s,  as  connected  with  the  former.  For  iu 
these  disbnrsementa,  the  power  conferred  is  so 
general,  and  the  application  of  mono;  in  the 
legislative  act,  so  loose  and  nndeflned,  as  neoes- 
aarily  to  confide  the  expenditure  to  the  Exocd- 
tive  Judgment,  as  a  enpplffinent  to  the  expressed 
wm<rftt-  ^   -'-•-' — 


For  these  purposes  there  was  last  vear  ex- 
pended eight  handled  and  fourteen  thousand 
two  hondred  and  fbur  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents ;  and  which  added  to  the  above  amount 
of  two  millions  fif^-six  thousand  one  hundred 
and  flftj-three  doUars  and  forty-eight  cents, 
make  a  total  of  two  millions,  eight  hnndred 
and  seventy  thousand  three  hnndred  and  fifiy- 
eight  dollars.  I  am  thoronghly  persuaded  that 
it  will  in  the  s^regate,  exoeed,  rather  than  tail 
short  of  this  computation.  I  have  brooght 
witJi  me  to  mv  seat  the  Treasnry  reporta,  and 
extracts  oarefnUy  taken  from  the  acts  of  Oon- 
grees  making  appropriation.*  It  will  be  to  me 
a  sonrce  of  gratJncatioa,  if  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  or  any  other  member,  will 
take  these  papers,  (or  oopieeof  them,)  and  detect, 
by  the  severest  BcrnCioy,  any  error  of  estimate  or 
calculation.  Mr,  Bpetdcer,  is  it  not  a  theme  for 
carious  and  anxions  specaladon,  that  whenev- 
er any  alloeion  is  here  made  to  the  expenses  of 
Government,  the  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
rise  np  with  their  correlative  estimates  of  the 
present  and  past  Administrations  !  And  yet, 
ai,  this  tremolons  sendtiveneBs  is  by  no  meana 
Inexplicable.  It  is  a  fact,  snsceptible  of  the 
plainest  demonstration,  that  the  disbursements 
of  pnbUo  money,  nnder  like  cironmstanaee,  and 
for  the  same  ol:jecta  of  expenditor^  by  the  pres- 
ent Administrotioa,  have  exoeeded  all  former 
example.  And  it  is  not  npon  nntenahle  groond 
that  I  nuke  np  this  opinion.  Arithmetical  oal- 
eolations,  resting  npon  responsible  reporto>from 
the  Treasnry  Department,  carry  my  mind  to  this 
confident  conclusion.  Whatever  causes  may 
)  for  diversity  of  opinion  upon  other  topioa 

'Quiry,  none  can  here  exist ;  for  the  estimate 

of  dollars  and  cents,  by  the  plain  use  of  figarea, 
cannot  coodoct  na  into  error,  without  the  cer- 
tainty of  immediate  and  palpable  detection.  In 
the  view  that  I  took  of  this  snbjeot,  my  atteo- 


Bndi  Ublu  u  ltiM«  imsuit  propar  polBti  Ibr  ths  puM 

1  flODtAmptkUoa  of  ititHmon :  thej  ihoir  the  profroM  of 

thi  fgdanU  aipendltQrs,  ■ndtonlab  tta*  ditalbr  lulmitlTa 

ind  vufli]  eompuluD.    Tliejan  th*tutof*aoEHitny ;  and 

0  tha  word  ■  pneUaU,  Md  ft  tugtbls  mualiig.    Tha 
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tioD  was  fixed  to  the  comparative  estimate  of 
approprifition  and  expenditure  for  tbe  three 
yean  of  this  Adminiatration,  oompared  with 
that  of  lihe  three  jeara  immediatelj  preceding 
it ;  and  it  presenta  the  following  reanlta : 

OfrrtrU  SxptTiJUura,  txeluntit  of  llUUarg  Ptn- 
lixnu  and  Uc  pavMinU  to  tiu  J\bUe  iJtbt  ; 


1322, 
18SS, 
ISM, 


$7,879,444  11 
B,0Ot(,SB«  07 

B,BS»,44e  se 


Total, 


tS4,892,4S9  74 


Otimtit  Sxpendiluru,  trdiuiti  of  Military  Pm- 
riont  and  (A«  paymmU  to  the  PtAlie  JMU : 

1826,  •  -  -         tlO,249,E29  18 
1820,                           •  -  ll,fiOS,722  44 

1827,  -  -  -  11,782,510  SI 


Total,    •  -  -         $38,607,767  IS 

DedacC  three  yean  unonnt  of  pre- 
ceding Adminiatntion,  -  24,8S2,4e>  74 


tB,eS5,S[)7  44 


I  hfiTe  omitt«d  aaj  notiee  of  the  oharf^  npoD 
the  Treaanrj,  for  the  pnblio  debt  and  the  mili- 
tary penuona,  beoanse  tba  paymentA  to  these 
objects,  cannot  b;  any  dlaleotio  ingenuity,  be 
made  tbe  tJieme  of  eology  to  any  Administra- 
lion.  The  extinguishing  action  of  the  sinking  fhnd 
upon  the  public  debt,  cannot  be  set  down  to 
the  credit  of  the  EiecaUve ;  it  reeolts  from  pre- 
eiistiug  law.  The  exoees  of  aceumulatioa  in 
thesarplua  fund,  bj  operation  of  the  Bsme  law, 
diegorges  itaelf  into  the  alnking  fund,  and  be- 
comes in  like  manner  sacred  to  the  pnhhc 
engagement.  The  appropriations  for  mditaty 
penslona  I  have  alw  eiclnded,  hecanse  this  is 
a  disburBement  likewise  resting  npoa  definite 
andvncontroilable  oaaees,  and  is  in  no  instance 
to  be  effected  by  adminiHtrative  prodigali^  or 
economy.  This  channel  of  expenditure  has 
been  gradnallj  contrseting,  by  the  inflexible 
operation  of  the  great  laif  of  natore,  npon  Uie 
aged  anrvlTors  of  the  Bevolationarj  Army.  I 
choose  here  to  mention,  that  a  slight  differenoe 
ma;  he  made  to  appear  in  these  <MilcnIations,  if 
resort  be  bad  to  the  late  report  on  the  pnblio 
debt  Bnt  this  will  present  s  strongm-  oaae,  b; 
five  or  six  thonsand  aollars,  aaunst  the  present 
Adminiatration.  I  have  maoe  017  dednctdoiu 
from  the  table  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueana,  and  sent  to 
that  ooramittee  fh>m  the  Treasarj  Department. 
I  have  taken  that  basis  for  calonlation  which 
preeenta  the  emalleat  discrepant  amonnt  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  two  periods  embraced  in  the 
comparison.  And  here,  too,  Mr.  Spealcer,  I 
entreat  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr,  Babtlbtt,)  to  take  theee  estimates,  with 
the  mitterials  from  which  they  hare  been  made 
op,  and  gire  theu  hia  doMet  examiaatioa 


They  challenge  and  defy  bis  scrutiny.  Tbe 
vaunted  care  and  economy  of  this  Adminiitra- 
tion.  Is  opposed  with  the  Btubbom  and  melan- 
choly &ct,  that  eight  millions  six  hundred  and 
eighty-fire  thomand  three  hondred  and  Bcven 
ddlars  and  forty-four  oents  hsve  already  been 
tliti&easly  expended,  instead  of  having  be«u 
applied  to  the  extinction  of  the  pablio  debt, 
since  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  came  into 
office.  Sir,  the  evil  does  not  stop  here.  It  is 
said  that  we  are  ei^joined  by  tbe  oonstitutiaDil 
datiee  which  the  distribation  of  power  among 
the  co-ordinate  hraoches  of  Governraeut  impoes 
on  us,  to  grant  sapplieg.  And  the  fact  is  na- 
qaestionable,  that  the  Executive  estimates  for 
the  service  of  the  cnrrent  year,  are  at  laait 
eqnal,  and  in  the  main  probably  greater,  tban 
for  that  which  has  dosed.  Porting  ahead  for 
fiirtber  results,  in  the  snppoeititioQS  economy  of 
this  care-taking  Admiaistratioii,  and  judging 
of  what  is  to  Im  done  by  that  which  has  been 
done,  I  am  warranted  in  laying  that  this  excess 
of  expeoditnr&  beyond  Ita  oomparatiTe  pn^or- 
tion,  will  be  mcreased  to  eleven  millions  five 
hondred  and  ^hty  thonsaiKl  fonr  hundred  nA 
tm  dollars  and  twenty-flve  cents.  Is  this  te 
be  borne  with  in  a  temper  of  patient  forbeir- 
anoe!  Can  it  be  sncceasfnlly  controverted  by 
any  varying  compatation)  Can  It  !>e  palliated 
by  any  further  disilosnres  of  a  Justifying  and 
imperative  necessity  t  I  am  firmly  convinced 
that  it  cannot. 

The  Treasury  report  ttoxa  which  I  have  takea 
these  eipenditaree,  details  for  each  and  ever^ 
year,  the  same  items  of  disbursement,  idenb- 
cally  and  sucMesively  extended.  In  the  present 
condition  of  things,  with  a  commerce  sufieriug 
under  exaction,  and  agricoltnre  languishing  into 
decay,  have  not  our  constituents  (already  bur- 
dened with  exoesaivo  though  indirect  taxes)  a 
right  to  hold  to  ua  tbe  chiding  language  of  Di- 
vine inspiration,  and  say, — "  We  have  labored 
and  other  men  have  entered  into  the  froiCaa 
onrlabore!" 


Fbidat,  March  28. 
Tarif  BiU. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wh(d& 
Mr.  P.  P.  Baxbodb  in  the  chair,  and  resumsd 
the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  Bill. 

The  amendment  offered  to  the  hill  by  Mr. 
Uallabt,  Churman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Mann- 
&ctures,  yesterday,  was  read. 

The  amendment  to  the  above,  offered  by  Vt. 
BcOHASUt,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  then  also  read. 

Mr.  BnoRiiuH  sud :  I  Dreamne  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  nnderstanoing  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  which  I  have  o&red.  It  propose* 
merelv  to  strike  out  the  minimnms  nom  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  genttoman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Maxlast.)  Should  my  motion  pre- 
vail, then  the  amendment  <^  that  gentiemaa: 
will  oontsin  a  progressive  increase  of  the  pre^: 
ent  ad  valorem  doty  of  8S^  p«r  cent,  npon  Oil 
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fanpotution.  of  woollen  gooda,  ontil  it  eball 
mdli  BO  per  oent.  Dnring  the  Snt  ye&r  it 
«ill  be  40  per  cent.,  tbe  woond  iS  per  cent., 
Hd  tha  third  jear  it  will  attidn  the  limit  of  60 
p«r  oent  The  inorease  of  ftd  valorem  da^ 
vfll  then  amount  to  19|  per  cent.  The  addi- 
fioD  to  the  present  doty  upon  coax«e  iroolleo 
doths,  oosting  in  a  foreign  country  not  ezeeed- 
isf  38|  oents  per  eqoare  yard,  will  be  much 
gTMtertlianwhatlhBveKtoted.  Tt  may  be  prop- 
V,  diotild  my  amendment  prevail,  to  make  a 
diKriminatioD  in  their  favor,  nmilar  to  that 
whieli  exiati  under  the  pieeent  lav.  Shonld  my 
■olioii  prevail,  the  amendment  offered  by  tbe 
pntlwman  from  Yerm<»it  will  Btill  be  open  for 
Mbsr  amendments.  I  have  made  this  eiplana- 
tion  10  that  my  pnrpoae  may  be  clearly  nnder- 
AMd. 

I  diaD  now,  as  briefiy  as  posdble,  atate  tbe 
nauna  whioh  bftve  indooM  me  to  move  to 
rtiike  oat  the  niinimnma  from  tbe  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  frwn  Vermont,  (Mr.  Ualla^t,} 
I  ihall  no^  at  tbia  time,  discnas  either  the  oon- 
jlitDtioaali^  or  the  polii^  of  protecting  do- 
Mrtio  indnstry  by  le^alation.  I  oonsider  that 
thM»  mestions  have  long  since  been  settled. 
Tbii  pcui^  has  been  established,  not  under  any 
pvtMolar  ezoiteoMnt,  not  in  high  party  timea, 
nt  by  an  parties,  and  at  all  times.  I  admit 
that  in  onr  l^jslation  we  ongbt  not  to  be  bonnd 
liy  preeedente ;  but  yet  it  is  equally  clear  that 
1  milbnn  cnrrent  of  precedents,  dnring  a  long 
period  of  yeara,  fbrnish  the  highest  eviuenoe  of 
the  correctness  of  those  principles  npon  which 
thiTBrafonaded. 

The  (ystem  of  minimnms  proposed  by  the 


nntkroan  fircm  Vermont  ia  an  entire  departnre 
Btm  tbe  settled  policy  of  the  conntir.  This 
V^tj  has  ever  been  to  afford  that  degree  of 
protection  to  domestic  mannfaotnrea  whidi 
vmld  enable  them  to  anstaiii  a  fidr  and  snocess- 
fb]  eompetitiou  with  tbe  manntaotnres  imported 
from  alvoad.  Oar  lecialadon  has  ever  been  at 
wu  with  direct  and  immediate  prohibition. 
In  times  past,  it  has  been  our  policy  gradually, 
■at  toddenlj,  to  banish  foreign  maonbctares 
froQ  onr  mjvketB.  In  thb  manner,  the  oom- 
mcma  employed  by  any  particular  branch  of 
braign  mannfactnreB  ia  gradoally  diverted  into 
■ew  channels.  Ko  interest  in  the  oonntry  bob- 
tlins  a  shock.  Even  the  price  of  aiticlea,  nnder 
•ndi  a  protection,  ia  bnt  little  enhanced  in  the 
liennning,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  years,  it 
Biika  bdow  the  old  atandard.  We  have  acted 
■poo  these  principles  rince  tbe  origin  of  tbe 
lederal  Government  Sine*  1789,  when  the 
laty  npoQ  woollen  ^ooda  was  fixed  at  S  per 
Mit  ad  valorem,  the  morease  has  been  gradual, 
mtil  it  bas  now  reached  8H  per  cent. 

Let  me  ask  this  committee  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  tbe  minimnms  recommended  by 
the  Rairisbnrg  Convention,  and  proposed  by 
thegntlemanfromVeTmontt  (Ur. ILuxut.) 
Ho  man  can  donbt  bnt  that  it  wontd  be  t^e 
■baolnte,  immediate  prohibition  of  a  very  large 
ptportion  of  t^  woollen  goods  which  we  now 


import,  itach  as  gentlemen  may  have  differed 
concerning  what  would  be  the  practical  effect 
of  minimnms  generally,  no  one  has  denied  that 
theae  minimums  would  immediately,  to  a  great 
extent,  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign 
woollens.  Under  the  system  proposed  by  t£e 
Harrisbnrg  Convention  a  square  yard  of  clotii, 
costing  fifty  cents,  or  below  that  price,  would 
pay  a  duty  of  88  cents.  I^  however,  it  should 
cost  fifty-«;M  it  would  pay  a  dnty  of  $1  40. 
Thns  one  cent  of  inorease  in  the  price  would 
make  a  difference  of  (1  IS,  or  more  than  150 
per  cent,  in  the  dnty.  In  order  to  reach  tiie 
second  minimum,  we  must  snddenly  rise,  from 
cloth  costing  50  cents  the  square  yard,  to  that 
which  coats  $2  BO.  Each  square  yard  of  clotli, 
then,  which  has  cost  any  prioe  above  fifty  cents, 
and  not  exceeding  |2  60,  without  regard  to  its 
quality,  must  pay  the  same  duty  of  |l  40.  If, 
however,  it  shonld  cost  f3  51,  then  it  will  fall 
within  the  operation  of  tiie  third  minimnm,  of 
|4^  and  ^tay  a  dnty  of  (3  25.  Thus  at  this  . 
point  it  vrill  be  perceived  that  a  difference  of 
one  cent  in  the  price  will  make  a  difference  of 
85  cents  in  the  duty.  There  is  a  fourth  mini- 
mum, which  embraces  all  clotba  costing  above 
(4,  and  not  exceeding  $6,  tbe  square  yard, 
which  will  operate  in  a  similar  manner.  Cloth 
costing  more  than  $3  the  square  yard  will  pay 
only  an  ad  valorem  duty.  Thns  it  will  be 
peroeived  that  the  system  of  minimnms  is  not 
only  complicated  and  arbitrary  in  its  nature, 
bnt  it  ia  calculated  to  deceive  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Aiid  why  t  The  amendment  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Vermont  proposes  to  in- 
crease tbe  ad  valorem  dnty  ISf  per  oent ;  and 
to  this  point  the  pnblic  attention  will  be 
directed.  Bnt  what  will  be  the  effect  of  ttie 
minimnms  which  are  covered  under  the  veU  of 
obscurity  t  I  shall  not  make  my  calculationa 
at  the  extreme  points,  because  that  might  not 
be  considered  fair ;  but  I  shall  take  the  inter- 
mediate prices  between  the  minimums.  They 
will  be  cloths  costing  $1  60,  $8  25,  and  (5  per 
square  yard.  Upon  the  first  class  the  dnty 
would  be  inorecwd  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, &om  8Hi  the  present  rate,  to  S4  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  I  need  not  pnrsue  tbia  calcu- 
lation further.  Every  gentleman  can  do  it  for 
himself;  and  be  will  discover  that  it  will  lead 
to  similar  results. 

In  my  opinion  no  o<Hnbination  of  wool 
growers  and  wool  mannfactnrers,  should  ever 
attempt  to  dictate  a  tariff  to  the  people  of  tbe 
United  States.  They  woold  be  more  than  men, 
if  self-interest  did  not  pr^odioe  their  jndgmen^ 
and  call  forth  propositions  for  their  own  bene- 
fit^ at  the  expense  of  the  community.  The 
argument,  therefore,  that  we  should  sustun  this 

Eipoeition,  because  it  emanated  from  the 
rrisbnr^  Oonvention,  is  not  entitled  to  mnoh 
consideration;  and  more  especially,  aa  they  have 
recommended  a  departure  from  the  long-settled 
and  long-approved  policy  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Maseacbusetta  (Mx, 
Batis)  has  asaerted,  if  I  nnderstood  him  eor- 
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rectly,  that  the  Legislatare  of  FennsjlTania 
have  sanctioned  and  recommended  Qie  proposi- 
tion of  the  Hanisbiirg  Convention  respeottng 
-woollens.  In  this  he  is  entirely  nustsken. 
The  Le^sUtnre  of  that  Btate,  with  the  practi- 
cal wisdom  which  marks  its  ohaTaoter,  have 
drawn  a  line  between  protection  and  prohibi- 
tion ;  and  whilst  they  have  reoomtnended  tlie 
one,  they  have  denonnoed  the  other.  Thev 
have  also  recommended  such  a  tariff  as  wiU 
operate  eqnallj  both  upon  tbe  rich  and  npon 
the  poor.  This  can  never  be  the  case  nnder  a 
system  tbe  principle  of  which  is  the  higher  the 
price  between  any  two  minimoms,  the  lower 
the  rau  of  duty.  I  shall  read  a  few  lines  from 
the  preamble  to  their  resolntions.  It  deolaree, 
that  "thebeet  interests  of  oar  oonntry  demand, 
that  every  posaible  exertion  should  be  made  to 
procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  im- 
poain);  sach  duties  at  icill  enable  our  man^fac- 
turen  to enUrintc/aireompvUlxonviith  foreign 
taaayfaetv/rert."  And  again :  "  the  people  qf 
Pen.n»yUania  do  not  atk  for  tvek  a  Uk^o* 
teould  teeure  to  any  tme  elaet,  or  to  any  teetivn 
^iheeowitry,amtmBpol!/.  liiey  want  a  system 
of  protection,  which  will  extend  itsblessingH  as 
v^  OS  its  burdens,  as  equally  as  possible,  over 
every  part  of  the  Union— to  be  uniform  in  its 
operation  upon  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor." 

The  amendment  of  the  Kentieman  from  Ver- 
mont, should  it  prevail,  will  be  an  absolute  and 
immediate  prohibition  of  nearly  all  the  foreign 
woollens  which  ore  worn  by  the  middle  and 
poorer  classes  of  the  people.  The  cloth  which 
they  chiefly  use,  costs  from  50  cents  to  $1  76 
per  square  yard  in  England.  All  this  elate  of 
foreign  woollens  will  be  immediately  ezdnded. 
As  soon  as  the  law  shall  begin  to  operate,  they 
will  be  subjected  to  a  duty  of  fl  IS  per  square 
yard.  This  prohibition  will  annually  become 
more  extensive,  because  the  second  year  the 
duty  will  be  increased  to  |1  26,  and  the  third 
year  to  |1  40  the  square  yard.  When  it  shall 
attain  its  maximum,  no  cloth  can  be  imported 
which  will  cost  abroad  between  60  cents  and 
$8  26  the  square  yard.  I  will  not  torn  to  the 
testimony  for  the  purpose  of  proving ;  becatae 
it  is  wiUiin  tbe  recollection  of  all,  that  theae 
are  the  cloths  which  ore  worn  by  the  mass  of 
our  fellow-citizens ;  tJhey  are  the  cloths  eicln- 
rively  worn  by  the  poor.  Are  the  committee 
prepared,  at  once,  to  prohibit  all  this  class  of 
woollens  f  Although  I  am  willing  to  go  to  a 
reasonable  extent  lu  protection,  yet  I  never 
■hall  consent,  at  one  deadly  blow,  to  impose 
such  an  immense  tax  upon  my  constituents,  for 
tbe  benefit  of  the  woollen  manofooturers,  as 
this  amendment  contemplates.  It  is  true,  our 
coimtry  is  oiftable  of  prodndng  wool  in  abun- 
dance, and  we  may  soon  erect  factories  in  a 
•nfficient  number  to  supply  the  domestic  de- 
mand, and  thus  reduce  Uie  price ;  bat,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  people  wonla  be  compelled  to 
pay  extravagant  prices  for  articles  of  the  firfrt 
neoeaiBty. 

I  have  another  remark  to  make  on  the  omend- 
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ment  now  before  ns.  The  genUeman  from  Ver- 
mont has  dissolved  the  friendly  union  whicb 
the  Harrisburg  Couvention  had  established  be- 
tween tlie  wool  grower  and  the  woollen  mano- 
factnrer.  Whilst  he  has  now  proposed  to  give 
the  wool  grower  an  additional  protection  of 
only  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  npon  tbe  importa- 
tion of  foreign  wool,  he  has  Deen  urging  the 
committee  to  sustain  tbe  recommendalioa  at 
tbat  OonventioD  in  regard  to  woollens.  He  is 
willing  to  adopt  their  opinion  in  its  utmost  ex- 
tent, in  favor  of  the  maaufacterer,  whilst  he 
has  abandoned  it  in  regard  to  the  wool  grower. 
Some  of  the  wool  growers  have  shown  so  muoh 
good  nature  throughout  this  transactitm,  that  I 
should  not  be  astonished  to  hear  from  them 
that  an  additional  ad  valorem  duty  of  SO  per 
cent,  will  afford  them  more  protection  than 
the  dntr  proposed  by  that  convention.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I  think  the 
additional  protection  now  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Vermont,  suffloient  for  the  wool 
grower;  although  it  bears  no  proportion  to 
Lis  proposition  in  &vor  of  the  numnfactnrer. 
It  is  tbe  purpose  of  my  amendment  to  reduce 
tbe  protection  which  he  wishes  to  extend  to 
tbe  manofactnrer,  so  as  to  make  it  bear  a  just 

groportion  to  that  which  he  has  proposed  in 
Ivor  of  the  wool  grower, 
I  shall  now  undertake  to  prove,  that  the 
minimums,  which  the  amendment  proposes, 
will  be  premioms  for  the  perpetration  of  frand 
and  of  perjury.  Let  as  take  a  single  example 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrattou.  Tbe  importer 
of  a  square  yard  of  cloth  costing  fif^  cents, 
will  pay  a  duty  upon  it  of  SS  cents ;  but  should 
it  cost  fifty-one  cents  instead  of  fifty,  the  duty 
would  be  |1  40.  The  same  absurdity  will  be 
presented  at  and  near  each  of  the  minimum 
points.  What  an  inducement,  then,  does  tlua 
amendment  present  for  tbe  oommiKion  of 
frand  ?  If  the  importer  con,  by  any  means,  in- 
troduce foreign  woollens  into  this  country — 
which  cost  more  than  fifty  cents  abroad — at 
that  price,  or  under  it,  he  will  save  $1  IS  per 
yard  in  uie  duty.  This  will  be  a  direct  pre- 
mium of  |1  13  on  each  yardfortbe  oommisrion 
of  fraud  and  of  penary.  It  presents  the  strong- 
est temptation  to  the  importer  and  tbe  foreign 
mannfactnrer  to  enter  into  a  collusion  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  tbe  oustcm-house  officers 
with  false  invoices.  If  snocessfiil,  upon  a  sin- 
gle heavy  importation,  they  would  divide  on 
immense  sped.  We  complain  at  present 
of  fraudulent  invoices,  below  the  real  price  of 
tbe  article,  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  a  por- 
tion of  the  ad  valorem  duty.  If  such  practicea 
now  prevul,  of  which,  however,  I  have  heard 
no  satisfactory  evidence,  who  can  foresee  the 
frauds  and  tbe  peijuries  which  the  system  of 
minimums  recommended  by  the  Harristnurg 
Convention  will  call  into  existence? 

It  has  been  said  that  they  (minimums  on 
woollens)  are  sanctioned  by  Uie  example  of  the 
cotton  minimum  of  80  cents  per  sqnare  yard. 
This  I  deny.    There  is  a  strikuig  dio^renoe  be- 
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tnta  >  riii^«  minimnfii^  snoh  u  oiicrta,  In  re- 
htkn  to  oottoQ  gooda,  and  a  gradnated  scale  of 
■inimHiu  riaiiig  tba  (»e  above  the  other,  saoh 
H  ii  DOW  proposed  In  H«»rd  to  woollens. 
Vbcre  there  is  but  ona  minimam  there  can 
be  DO  temptation  to  oommit  frand.  U  the  coats 
be  b«]oT  that  minimnm,  jon  paj  the  miDtmam 
dBtj;  if  above  it,  jon  pa;  a  dntf  ad  valorem. 
Uaoer  the  opendion  of  uie  proposed  HyBt«m  we 
hin  Ken  tlut,  If  7011  get  one  oeDt  above  the 
Int  miniiHiim^  it  makee  a  difference  of  $1  IS  in 
tbe  da^,  Bdt  if  the  ooet  risea  above  the  Bin- 
^  eotton  minimum  the 'Article  pajs  onlj  on 
id  nkretn  dntr  of  25  per  cent  There  is 
notber  strong  objection  to  this  Bjstem.  We 
at  the  reprewntadves  of  the  people ;  and  in 
IMBOg  laws  for  their  Government,  we  ahonld 
■ska  tbem  ao  plain  that  the  waT&ring  man  in 
tbs  wiUemess  oonld  onderatand  their  provis- 
ina.  Te  have  no  right  to  render  them  nnin- 
tdigiUe.  I  aA,  then,  how  can  it  be  expected 
bit  oar  oonatitaenta  will  mtderatand  the  effect 
(f  these  minimnniB,  when  we  have  differed  so 
Bich  among  onraelvea  aa  t«  their  operation  t 

If  the  mettrare  proposed  by  the  Harrisbnrg 
OoanntioD  should  be  adopted,  there  la  great 
hrngft  that  tb  ma;  give  birth  to  a  system  of 
■lagl^iiW  which  would  deprive  the  manufac- 
tnrof  aUthe  enoooragement  which  we  intend- 
idtogive.  Under  that  propoeition  the  one-half 
rf  lU  the  woollen  goods  imported  into  the 
tmalij  would  pay  a  duty  of  more  than  100 
ptt  nrat.  Wbat  a  t«Dpt^on  would  this  pre- 
■ott  Oooridering  the  vast  extent  of  onr  coast, 
tba  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  more 
thiD  msn,  if  some  of  them  should  not  att«npt 
to  nap  the  golden  harvest  which  smngglmg 
wodd  preaent.  It  would  be  a  miracle  if  all 
dwald  be  so  pore,  that  none  would  yield  to  the 
tnqitation.  If  yon  once  corrupt  the  morals  of 
tiM  pet^le  in.  ttiis  reepeot,  it  will  be  like  the 
iMtisg  out  of  waten.  It  will  at  last  over- 
vbthn  all  the  protection  which  yonr  laws  in- 
Indad  to  afford  to  domeetic  mannfbotnres. 

If  yon  wiab  to  adopt  a  prohilntory  system 
yoa  have  not  aaleoted  the  proper  ooorse.  Ton 
Aoold  follow  the  ezamoieof  N^wleon.  Yon 
ritould  pass  s  direct  pronibition,  and  oonfiscate 
■d  6nrn  all  foreign  woollens  which  yav.  can 
Snd  in  the  comntiT.  This  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  yon  can  oarry  prohibitory  laws  into 
Act  Aa  long  as  yon  pennit  gooda  to  enter 
ttt  oonnby  at  all,  the  higher  yoor  dnt^ea,  the 
Rioter  the  temptation  to  evade  them.  Let  ns, 
an,  tread  in  the  pUn  path  of  onr  predeceswTB. 
The  duty  la  now  SSt  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Im  u  raise  it  ao  mndi  aa  to  afford  a  (kir  wo- 
tNtiin  to  the  woollen  mannliaotnrers.  %k* 
M^  will  then  ondentaDd  what  we  are  doing. 
Ibii  hia  ever  been  my  opinion.  I  was  pn- 
VBtA  to  say  mndi  more,  but  shall  refk-ain.  I 
We  perfonned  a  dnty  which  I  owed  both  to 
■"       a  and  myself  in  moving  to  strike 


Uio  Ddnhanms;  bnt  if  I  sbonld,  I  shall  do  it 


with  reluctance.  I  have  examined  the  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  with  the  utmost 
care;  I  have  taken  the  half-way  points  be- 
tween the  minimnms.  and  have  considered  the 
effect  of  the  biJl,  both  below  and  above  them ; 
and  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  tlie 
bill,  if  it  could  be  fairly  eiecnted,  would  afford 
more  protection  than  an  additional  duty  of  IS 
per  oent.  ad  valorem ;  although  at  the  mini- 
mum points  the  increase  of  ad  valorem  dnty  to 
hut  small.  I  shall  not  trespass  further  uptm  the 
patience  of  the  committee. 

After  a  short  answer  from  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Kasaachnsetts,  the  qnestion  was  taken  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Btiobajsas,  and  r^ected 
withont  a  count. 

Mr.  MiLLBBthen  moved  the  following  ameod- 

Strike  out  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  paragraphs,  of  the  amendment, 
and  insert — 

"  flrU.  On  wool  msnufactared,  forty  per  cent, 
ad  Talorem,  And  »11  wool  imported  on  the  skin 
sball  be  eetimated  as  to  weight  uid  value,  aod  ahall 
pay  the  same  rate  of  doty  as  other  wool 

"  SetctuL  Od  all  muuifacturcs  of  wool,  or  of 
which  wool  ahiU  be  a  component  pert,  (except  wors- 
ted staff  goods,  blanlwta,  bombarines,  bosiery, 
milts,  gtoTes,  cape,  and  bindings,)  forty  per  cent, 
ad  vdorem." 

The  qnestion  was  taken  without  argument, 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Malubt,  and  that,  also,  was  de- 
dded  in  the  negative — ayes  S7,  noes  98. 

TuBSDAT,  April  1. 
Mevnttd  Yohmte«rw  f^  the  Indiatu. 
Mr.  DniroAN  submitted  the  following : 
S*tolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  AfiUn 


be  instrnoted  to  ioqaire  into  the  eipedieaey  of  at. 
tachinE  to  the  army  of  the  United  States,  eight  com< 
ited  TOluntaer  gen-men,  to  be  sta- 


Uoned  on  the  western  &ontler  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  disbanding,  trom  the  present  peare  establidi- 
of  inDiutry. 


The  resolution  was  negatived;  but,  after- 
wards, on  motion  of  Mr.  Oiuob,  the  vote  was 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  Ddhoam  said  he  oonadered  the  change 
in  the  army  which  was  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  he  had  submitted,  was  one  of  very 
great  importance,  and  especially  so  to  the  set- 
uen  on  the  western  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  so  often  suffered  for  want  of  a 
more  efficient  protection  from  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  He  stud  it  was  a  fact  well 
known,  that  the  Indians  do  not  (bread  an  army 
of  foot  soldiers,  or  any  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  forts  on  the  tine :  that  small  par- 
ties of  Indians  were  frequently  known  to  pass 
by  those  forts  with  impanity,  and  commit  the 
most  shocking  outrages  upon  the  defenceleaa 
(utiaons,  and  make  their  esc^ie  unbnrt 
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He  Bald  he  was  aware  that  die  House  wonld 
receive,  with  reluctance,  aoj  propoaitio 
make  a  material  change  in  an  important  branch 
■  of  the  Qovemnent,  without  the  most  conclu- 
favo  proof  of  the  necesaitj  or  propriety  of  anoh 
a  change,  in  ooDaequeace  of  which,  he  had 
written  to  General  Gainea  and  Governor  Oaaa 
Dpon  the  rabject,  knowing  them  both  to  be  in- 
timately acqa^nted  with  every  thing  which 
relates  to  the  defence  of  onr  weetem  frontier. 
Be  8tdd  he  had  received  their  answers;  and 
moved  that  the  correspondence  with  them  be 
printed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolntion  was  adopted. 

The  laU  0«n€ral  Brovm. 

Kt.  Yahos  moved  Qmt  the  Honae  go  into 
Goromittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  biU  foi 
relief  of  Mrs.  Brown.     The  motion  prevuled 
—yeas  76,  noes  60. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yahox,  two  letters  were 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  one  giving  ft  Btate- 
ment  of  General  Brown's  peconiary  afiUrs; 
tbe  other  on  the  natore  of  his  diaeaae,  and  ita 
connection  with  the  exposure  he  had  endured 
in  his  last  campugn. 

Ur.  Yanob  uien  made  a  few  observations  i; 
support  of  the  bill.  He  stated  that  the  main 
question  for  the  connderation  of  the  committee, 
was,  "Is  the  family  of  the  late  U^or  Gen. 
Brown  in  want  of  the  ordinary  means  of  sup- 
port ?  aad  if  BO,  is  it  innovating  too  much  on 
the  practice  of  the  Honse  to  grant  those  meant 
of  support)  "  Would  snch  an  appropriation  b£ 
sustdned  by  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress! 

He  had  entered  into  an  exem.ination  of  the 
laws  of  Googresa,  and  bad  found  that  snch  had 
been  the  practice  from  the  very  commencement 
of  the  Government  Even  the  very  neil  year 
after  the  adoption  of  the  oonatitntion,  laws,  not 
indeed  precisely  similar  to  this,  bnt  more  fevor- 
able  to  the  widow,  had  been  enacted.  He  re- 
ferred the  committee  to  page  1B4  of  the  2d  vol- 
ume of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
act,  approved  in  August,  1790,  by  which  Lady 
Stirling,  the  widow  of  a  Major  General,  re- 
ceived seven  years  half  pay.  By  the  same  act, 
the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Laurens  re- 
ceived the  same  grant  of  seven  years  half  pay 
of  a  Lieutenant  OoloneL  There  had  also  been 
passed  another  act,  which  he  would  read.  It 
was  "an  Act  authoriziuKthe  payment  of  $4,000 
for  the  nse  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Coont 
De  Grasse."  This  was  an  appropriation  of 
tl,000  to  each  of  the  daughters  of  the  Count. 
Thia  act  was  continued,  io  1798,  giving  an  ad- 
dition. It  was  clear,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
established  no  new  principle. 

He  hoped  that,  without  going  into  any  dis- 
cussion, the  eommittee  wodd  rise  and  report 
the  bill. 

Ur.  WioELiFFB  said  be  rose  to  perform  an 
important  task,  in  expressing  his  opinion  that 
the  House  could  not,  consistently  with  its  prac* 
tiee,  pass  this  bill.  It  was  not  sustained  by 
any  former  precedent.    General  Brown  was  a 


consequence  of  the  flnotuationa  o 
and  had  died  indebted,  and  in  a  state  of  pov- 
erty. But  this  bill  is  not  for  a  pension.  It  is 
a  bill  for  a  gralnity ;  end  if  it  be  granted,  it 
would  be  impoedUe  for  the  House  to  re^se 
the  same  to  every  soldier  who  might  die  under 
similar  ciroumstanoee.  If  any  soldier  should 
hereafter  die  in  similar  distress  and  with  simi- 
lar dums,  how  could  Congress  say  they  would 
not  grant  it  t 

Ur.  Yanob  wished  to  state  an  additional 
fact,  It  had  been  the  onstom  to  pay  gratui- 
ties and  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
soldiers ;  and  there  was  not  a  member  on  the 
floor  who  would  say  that  any  officer  or  soldier 
having  performed  the  services  of  Graenl 
Brown,  who  should  apply  for  a  gratuity,  should 
not  obt^n  it.  If  he  was  poor  and  destitute,  h», 
for  one,  woold  aay  that  he  ahonld  obt^  it; 
and  lliere  was  uo  law  which  was  more  ap- 


proved  throughout  the  country,  t 
which  ssve  five  years  par  to  the  v 
the  Bol£ers  who  fell  in  uie  war.    He  woold 


a  widows  of 


refer  to  a  particular  case — that  of  Col.  Hard- 
ing, who  was,  be  believed,  a  relative  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  killed  in 
1707,  on  the  banks  of  the  Miami ;  and  whose 
widows  and  children  received  a  pension  of  460 
dollars  for  seven  years.  This  was  not  all.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  179S,  when  a 
non-contractor,  while  pnahina  on  supplies  to 
Ui^or  Genera]  Wayne^  was  kiUed,  provided  for 
his  widow.  The  practice,  therefore,  was  ahown 
in  almost  every  page  of  the  statiite  book.  He 
reminded  the  committee  that  this  was  a  mere 
gratuity,  and  of  tiiat  kind  which  the  country 
would  sustain  in  reference  to  a  man  who  had 
sacrificed  his  life  for  the  public  defence.  He 
would  not  take  it  npon  himself  to  aay  that 
General  Brown  was  superior  to  any  other  offi- 
cer in  the  country ;  but  he  woold  say  this,  that 
he  had  performed  services  equal  to  any  other. 
It  was  not  only  at  Chippewa,  Bridgewater,  and 
Fort  Erie,  that  bo  had  distinguished  hinuielf: 
but  in  sustaining  bis  perishing  army  at  Prenoh 
Uills,  where  hundreds  were  frozen  to  deatli, 
when  he  kept  down  the  rising  mntiny,  as  mnah 
among  the  officers  as  the  men,  and  when  sab- 
altems  rose  at  once  to  the  rank  of  m^ors,  that 
he  had  laid  his  sbvngest  claim  to  the  grotitada 
of  his  country. 

Ur.  WioKLiFFi  sud  he  found  himself  obliged 
to  say  a  few  worda,  aa  a  pecniiar  referenoe  had 
been  made  to  him,  and  to  the  gratuity  granted 
to  the  family  of  Col.  Harding.  That  officer  did 
not  die  in  a  time  of  peace,  while  in  the  poonoa- 
'  in  of  a  handsome  salary ;  hut  was  sacrificed, 

a  savage  country,  while  carrying  into  ezocQ- 
tion  what  was  rumored  to  be  the  mad  ordera 
of  his  commander. 

Being  thus  destroyed  wlule  in  the  exeontion 
of  the  orders  of  the  Govemment,  the  QoTern- 
ment  did  grant  a  gratuity  to  lue  wphaas  antal 
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tbej  Bhoold  be  able  to  lake  care  of  thcmeelTeB. 
Tlds  was  a  rer^  different  oaae.  If  the  present 
ipplic»CioD  were  for  s  pension,  in  coneequenoe 
M  roDnda  received  in  service,  it  would  stand 
M  »  different  principle.  Bat  it  wee  not  so. 
The  principle  on  wlucb  the  other  caaea  had 
bMD  granted,  arose  oot  of  the  pension  law. 
Vherever  a  gratnitj  had  been  made,  it  was 
utlier  becanse  of  services  which  had  not  been 
oorapemsted,  or  Baorifioea  of  life  while  on  pnb- 

Kr.  MoDvmR  aud  it  was  tnie,  and  he  was 
^  it  was  80,  that  this  nnfortnnate  ladj  had 
not  pTMeuted  eaj  memorial.  It  was  a  case  in 
tUcIi  be  hoped  to  have  seen  a  voluntary  man- 
ifettation  of  the  liberality  belonging  to  the  na- 
tiDiL  He  was  sorry  that  the  genUeman  from 
Ibtjiand  ^onld  even  have  supposed  that  a 
aemorial  was  preaented.  Who  would  have 
been  the  memorialist  t  A  lady,  a  female,  with 
ill  the  delicate  feelings  belonging  to  her  sex ; 
one  who  would  rather  perish  than  come  here 
to  ask  your  charity.  Snail  we  be  told,  when 
■ulliotLa  are  about  to  be  voted  into  the  pockets 
flt  wealthy  capitalista,  because  they  have  ap- 
proidied  qb  with  memorials,  that  tlus  female  is 
to  have  her  claim  rejected,  because  she  has  sent 
DO  memorial !  He  would  teU  the  gentleman 
tint  h«  would  never  sustdn  a  claim  sopportod 
by  a  memorial,  which  he  could  not  vote  for,  if 
it  nme  here  without  a  memorial.  The  argu- 
nral  is  m  fiivor  of  the  cl^m.  On  what  is  this 
diim  founded  t  Qeaerol  Brown  contracted  a 
&eiae  in  the  pnblio  servioe  which  terminated 
iahis  deaOt.  The  document  which  hod  been 
md  shows  that  his  disease  was  a  paralysis 
which  destroyed  hia  facultiea,  and  which  was 
nosed  by  the  fvouods  be  received  in  war.  It 
ilio  tppeazs  that  he  was  in  afSuent  obonm- 
sUbmi,  previous  to  bis  entering  the  service, 
but  that  he  had  subsequently  become  involved, 
and  had  now  left  his  family  destitnt«.  The  fact 
Doir  iij  and  it  was  derived  from  the  best  an- 
Uwri^l  that  Hrs,  Brown  is  left  with  a  femily  of 
nail  cmldren,  destitute  of  the  means  of  educa- 
tion, ot  even  of  present  support.  Had  Qeneral 
Brotra  been  laid  on  Ihe  bed  of  sickness  for 
twelve  monUia,  we  should  have  paid  him  his 
■diry  and  allowances.  As  he  died,  his  salary 
oo^t  to  be  given  to  his  family.  The  veaal 
practice  in  the  deportments,  is  to  give  to  the 
bndly  a  quarter's  salary.  This  bill  only  extends 
the  principle  a  littJe  further.  As  to  precedent, 
ke  woold  only  say,  if  the  clum  ooiild  not  be 
K^poned.  on  its  own  merits,  without  the  aid 
n  precedent,  he  would  not  vote  for  it  merely 
MMUe  precedents  could  be  quoted  to  support 
it;  bat,  restiDgonaenffieientoa^  of  merit,  he 
wggld  vote  for  it  if  a  tbonsaod  precedents  coold 
Im  prodDced  agunst  it. 

Mi.  Gulpkfbb  sold  he  coincided  with  the 
intleman  who  had  last  spoken  in  the  propriety 
(f  tbe  claim,  and  on  that  ground  he  shoala  vote 
b  iL  He  bod  always  been  independent 
oeii^  to  disregard  prdcodents  in  his  001 
nd  he  ■hoold  ooatinoe  to  do  so. 


Ur.  LiviKosTOD  s^d  he  ehoold  vote  for  the 
11  as  a  matter  of  duty.  It  had  ^ven  bim 
great  pleasure  to  perceive  that  the  principle  on 
which  the  bill  was  founded  was  not  contested, 
and  that  it  was  thus  admitted  to  be  proper  to 
recompense  not  only  those  who  serve,  but  those 
who  depend  upon  them ;  that  Congress  may 
smooth  the  pillow  of  the  dying  patriot,  as  well 

gentleman 
.  ,  .     .     to  reward 

the  families  of  those  who  c 
Does  tbe  circamstance  of  dying  in  service  ren- 
der a  man  more  deserving?  We  reward  him 
becanse  of  the  services  he  renders,  and  not 
because  he  dies;  it  is  not  his  death,  but  his 
services  that  we  recompense.  Tbe  same  gen- 
tleman had  warned  the  committee  to  look  at  all 
the  consequences  of  the  measure.  If  you  give 
in  this  caae,  he  bad  asked  if  we  coold  refiise  to 
others  (  Yes,  we  may  properly,  jnstly  reftise, 
if  the  merits  of  the  case  are  not  sufficient  We 
ore  never  bound  by  precedent  to  do  wrong. 
The  principle  is  to  reward  the  faithful  services 
of  on  officer  whose  family  u  deatitnte.  This 
can  be  no  precedent  for  other  cases,  unless  they 
are  precisely  similar.  When  any  such  aball 
come  before  ua,  he  would  say,  with  all  his 
heart,  that  we  ought  to  be  bound  to  act  in  a 
similar  manner.  Show  him  a  man  whose  ser- 
vices ore  equal  to  those  of  Oenerol  Brown,  tbe 
wants  of  whose  family  are  as  great,  and  he 
should  not  consider  it  a  profuse  act  to  put  hia 
band  in  the  treasury  to  save  his  family  from 
the  miaeries  of  wont.  This  was  the  reason 
which  would  govern  hia  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Ur.  GiLMSB  stated  that  an  important  princi- 
ple was  involved  in  this  bill.  He  contended 
that  t^e  House  had  no  power  to  do  acts  of  par- 
tial legislation.  If  it  was  right  that  this  re- 
ward snottld  be  given  at  alt,  it  ought  to  be  done 
by  the  passage  of  a  general  law  providing  that 
ail  the  widows  of  those  who  die  in  similar 
situations  should  be  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges. In  this  country  we  know  no  distinctions. 
If  Mrs.  Brown  be  entitled  to  this  provision, 
the  widow  of  every  patriotic  officer  who  dies 
poor  is  entitled.  Mrs.  Brown  is  not  known  to 
the  law.  Before  this  claim  came  here,  was 
there  any  gentleman  disposed  to  present  a  pro- 
position to  give  a  simUar  gratuity  to  all  the 
widows  of  officers  who  should  he  left  in  want  t 
If  the  principle  had  been  a  correct  one,  thia 
would  have  been  done.  It  is  not  correct,  be- 
oanse  it  is  brought  up  only  in  an  individnal 
cose.  We  have  no  special  privileges  here.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  says  the  true  princi- 
ple is  to  reward  patriotism.  If  an  officer  goes 
mto  the  service,  he  receives  rank  and  compen- 
sation in  money.  But  the  reward  of  patriotism 
is  not  money.  Its  reward  is  honor,  rank,  and 
tbe  glory  of  the  country.  Has  not  General 
Brown  been  rewarded!  If  be  had  rendered 
distinguished  servioea,  he  bad  recdved  cUstin- 
giiished  rewards.    He  had  been  j^aoed  at  the 
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h«ad  of  the  trmj ;  be  had  received  as  liberal  a 
oompeDBation  as  the  oonntrf  had  the  power  to 
give  him. 
It  was  B^d  that  he  died  in  oonwqneace  of  t, 

Earal^sis.  What  reward  had  be  received  aince 
e  was  attacked  b;  that  diaeaaef  Bid  the 
ooDDtrj  deprive  him  of  bis  command  ia  conse- 
quence! He  did  not  mean  to  sa^  that  tbe 
oonntry  would  have  been  Justified  in  doing  so ; 
but  it  was  a  liberal  extension  of  reward.  T^ere 
was  no  patriotinn  in  remaining  in  tbe  arm^. 
No  one  would  have  been  conmderad  unpatriotic 
in  leaving'it.  We  have  no  teetimonj  that  he 
asoriSceda  dollar  in  the  pabllc  service.  If  it 
oould  be  eliown  Uiat  he  bad  done  so,  ■  liberal 
and  grateful  oonulry  would  always  give  a  re- 
oompense. 

Let  the  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  bill  draft 
a  law,  having  a  retrospect  and  prospective 
effect ;  and  see  if  Congress  vrill  pass  it  lie 
did  not  donbt  that  the  funilj  of  General  Brown 
deserved  our  sympathy,  But  he  was  averse  to 
making  money  the  reward  of  patriotism,  Mrs. 
Brown  felt  tbe  dignity  of  her  own  situation. 
She  would  not  now  exchange  it  for  any  other ; 
and  in  that  feeling  she  finds  her  best  reward 
He  contended  tbst  we  have  no  right  to  le^idate 
for  individuals.  To  grant  this  appropnaUon 
wonld  not  add  to  tbe  strength  of  our  military 
power ;  if  it  would,  the  principle  shonid  be 
made  general,  and  passed  in  that  form. 

Ur.XiTTLZ  esid  that  if  he  viewed  this  meas- 
nre  In  tbe  same  light  as  the  gentleman  from 
Geoivia  did,  be  shonid  vote  against  the  bill. 
But  be  found  a  precedent  for  the  priDciple  in 
tbeiaw  giving  five  years' pennon  to  the  widows 
of  those  who  fell  in  the  war.  They  have  re- 
ceived that  pension.  Tbe  disease  of  which 
Qeneral  Brown  died,  was  contracted  in  the 
army,  while  in  the  line  of  duty.  If  gentlemen 
would  take  the  trouble  to  eiamine,  they  would 
find  many  provided  for,  whose  baBbands  died  in 
consequence  of  disease  contraoted  in  gervice. 
It  is  tme  they  have  memorialized  Oongress. 
Liberality  has  been  meted  out  to  them  in  many 
instances.  The  loss  of  General  Brown  has 
placed  bis  widow  in  a  sitnation  of  great  dis- 
tress. He  did  not  say  it  to  excite  sympathy, 
but  to  state  the  fact,  that  Hts.  Brown  had 
been  left  in  such  indigent  circnmstancei,  that. 
to  use  a  military  term,  her  children  are  billeted 
out  among  her  friends. 

Mr.  LivmasTOH  wished  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
who  had  pnt  the  qnestion — "Is  patriotism  to 
be  rewarded  by  goldt"  He  would  say,  no. 
He  knew  of  a  b^er  reward,  as  well  as  the 
gentieman  from  Oeoi^  did.  Those  who  de- 
vote their  lives  to  tb«ir  conntry,  are  not^  ac- 
tuated by  sneh  paltry  motives.  Bnt  that  ooa- 
fllderation  on^t  not  to  prevent  us  from  doing 
our  duty.  When  oar  patriotic  oilizena  have 
yielded  their  lives,  are  we  to  say  we  have  given 
tiiem  a  snffldent  reward  in  tiie  glory  which 
Ibey  have  achieved)  Is  this  to  be  the  reward? 
— the  only  reward  !    Yes,  said  tbe  gentleman 


from  Geor^a — that  is  their  reward.  If  th« 
power  of  giving  rewards  of  a  dtfibreut  kind  be 
tbe  only  badge  of  tyranny,  it  is  so  bright  a 
badge  that  it  may  almost  reconcile  repubbcs  to 
it.  Does  it  <^presa  any  I  Certainly  not  the 
objects  which  it  relieves.  Where  is  tbe  citizea 
who  has  ever  cast  censure  on  Congress  for  acta 
of  benefioence  like  this,  or  who  ever  blamea 
such  acts  t  The  gentieman  from  Georgia  s^d 
the  principle  was  only  oorrect  as  a  general  one, 
if  it  was  right  at  all ;  bnt  that  it  was  not  right 
sa  regards  individQala.  Why  this  distinction  f 
If  we  have  the  power  to  make  a  law  for  all, 
have  we  not  the  smaller  power  to  make  a  law 
to  recompense  an  individual  ?  If  we  have  the 
general  right,  we  have  snrely  tbe  smaller  risht 
of  selection.  Our  whole  course  of  le^lation 
has  been  selecting  indiyidnals.  We  have  noir 
a  hundred  bills  on  our  tsble  for  the  relief  of  in- 
diyidnals, and  we  are  daily  adding  to  them. 
Yet  according  to  tbe  gentieman  from  Georgia, 
we  should  only  give  general  relief.  He  con- 
cluded with  suggesting  that  we  abonld  act  upon 
the  cases  which  came  before  ns,  srize  tbe  pres- 
ent moment,  and  not  leave  the  poor  widow  to 
starve  on  the  glory  whioh  her  husband  had  ao- 
qnired. 

Mr.  S,  WmoHT  wished  to  state  <me  or  two 
facts.  Not  only  was  General  Brown  a  aative 
of  bis  Stste,  bnt  of  the  very  district  which  he 
represented :  and  he  could  not  sit  silently  on 
this  occasion.  When  the  last  war  commenoed, 
Qeneral  Brown  was  a  peaceful  farmer,  living 
on  his  fann,  independent  of  creditor,  of  poverty 
and  of  distress,  with  bis  family  abont  him.  As 
tbe  war  advanced,  tbe  country  in  whioh  he  re- 
sided became  a  military  post,  and  his  neighbor- 
hood was  attacked  by  tbe  enemy.  He  waa 
then  nnder  the  State  aothority,  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral of  mUitia.  He  called  bis  brigade  to  tlie 
point  of  attack.  Of  bis  actions  there  he  would 
say  no  more  than  that  the  enemy  dis^peared, 
and  the  post  was  saved.  If  that  was  patriotiam 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  He  left  it  for  thoae 
of  greater  experience  to  determine.  This  oot 
drew  upon  bun  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  disregarded  bis  own  oomfort  and 
tbe  welfare  of  bis  fiunijy,  and  accepted  tbe 
poet  offered  to  him.  The  facta  which  after- 
wards occurred  are  too  deep  in  tbe  recollection 
of  tbe  country  to  require  to  be  repeated. 
What  followed  I  In  the  reduction  of  tbe  anny. 
General  Brown  was  appointed  commander. 
His  duty  required  him  to  remove  with  his  fam^ 
ily  to  thia  city.  He  knew  him  well  when  he 
removed.  Be  sickened  and  died,  whether  in 
consequence  of  hia  wounds  he  oonudered  im- 
matenal.  If  he  had  done  ill,  he  bad  gone  to 
render  his  account ;  if  be  bad  done  well,  he 
seeks  not  of  this  committee  his  reward.  It  ia 
bis  needy,  imptoveriehed  family  who  come  to 
us.  Are  tbey  asking  affluence  of  us  1  No,  only 
the  remunder  of  tbe  salary  of  tbe  husband  and 
father  for  a  single  year.  The  simple  question 
is,  shall  this  family,  stepping  from  the  bigbest 
oirele  of  military  rank,  go  begf^ng  tbioug^  tJiA 
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vDoatij  to  the  spot  were  they  have  {Hendst 
It  vts  not  a  question  which  he  would  conaent 
to  debate — it  was  one  for  feeling  only. 

Mr.  UoDtrrriB  roM  to  offer  a  few  words  in 
nplf  to  the  gentlenum  from  Geor^a.  That 
gentieman  Beemed  to  suppose  that  we  hare  no 
pairer  to  legislate  for  particular  oaaea,  althoogh 
ve  bave  the  power  to  legislate  geoerallj.  He 
Tonld  like  to  know  on  what  principle  the  gen- 
tleman conld  make  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  a 
hundred  caaee,  and  not  for  one  t  He  presiimed 
Hit  gentleman  from  Qeor^a  meaot  that  Con- 
gren  bad  no  power  to  give  a  gratnitj — hnt 
only  to  recompense  Bervicefl.  The  pennon  law 
is  1S16  gave  away  40  millions :  and  by  it  every 

Kir  soldier  who  stands  in  the  sitnation  of  this 
y  receives  eight  dollara  a  monUi.  What 
power  bad  Congreas  to  grant  this?  Did 
itqialata  by  oontraot,  to  do  this — to  give  this 
gratuity  T  There  b  no  principle  which  will 
nutain  the  penuon  law,  tnat  will  not  also  ans- 
tiin  this.  Why  hoa  Congress  given  a  pension 
of  five  years'  pay  to  the  widows  of  those  who 
Ml  in  service?  There  is  no  law  binding  on 
Congreas  to  do  this ;  there  is  none  required, 
bat  the  law  of  the  human  heart,  to  which  when 
we  are  here  insensible,  we  shall  be  unworthy 
(if  pablio  tmst.  If  General  Brown  had  died  in 
war,  his  widow  would  have  been  entitled  to 
the  pension  of  five  years'  pay.  The  gentleman 
from  Ifaryland  was  mistaken  in  snpposing  that 
my  distinctions  exist  which  are  ii^arioos  to  the 
widier.  Dying  in  time  of  peace  cannot  affect 
the  jostitse  of  uie  cMm.  In  reference  to  some 
cither  remarks  which  had  been  made,  that  gen- 
tlemen -woold  give  their  own,  bnt  not  the  pub- 
lic money,  he  considered  this  idea  founded  on 
a  mistake  as  to  the  relation  in  which  the  repre- 
senlalive  stood  to  the  constituent.  He  asked 
how  it  woold  read  in  history.  Gen.  Brown,  the 
immortal  hero  of  Ohippewa,  one  of  the  most 
glorious  battles  ever  fought  in  the  oped  field, 
contracted  a  disease,  be  became  embarrassed, 
rickened,  and  died.  He  left  a  family  in  want. 
A  proposition  was  made  in  Qiis  repoblioan 
OHwreas,  to  grant  them  the  reeidae  of  the 
years  aalair  for  their  reliel  This  republican 
Coogresei,  illustratine  .the  sneers  of  tyrants. 
that  republics  are  Uways  nngratefbl,  refused 
lliie  boon,  and  the  widow  of  this  officer  went 
begging  through  the  conntry  to  her  friends. 
He  asked  what  his  constitoenta  would  aay  to 
Um,  if  he  went  home  with  an  excuse  that  he 
KRild  Dot  give  away  their  money?  We  are 
i^ed  for  what  is  less  than  one-tenth  of  a  cent 
lor  every  citiien.  As  long  as  he  was  here  he 
would  eodeavor  to  perform  his  duty  according 
Id  his  views  of  correct  principles.  He  believed 
be  was  right  In  voting  for  this  bill,  and  that 
he  hard  not  a  constituent  who  would  not  deem 
Umself  disgraced,  did  he  vote  agunst  it. 

Mr.  GiLUKB  made  a  reply — the  commenoe- 
wsrt  of  which  OUT  r^rter  did  not  hear.  He 
itated  that  the  pension  law  was  not  analogous 
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They  were  militia.  The  militia  who  fought 
under  Uarion,  in  South  Oorolina,  were  not  pud. 
The  principle  therefore  in  which  this  law  was 
founded,  was  not  the  same  as  was  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Oarotina,  The 
Government  was  under  an  obligation  to  place 
the  militia  on  the  footing  of  the  regular  army. 
If  this  bill  was  to  pass,  Uiose  who  die  in  civil 
offices,  in  a  state  of  pover^,  will  be  entitled  to 
the  same  consideration  for  their  familiee.  He 
denied  the  power  of  the  Qovemment  to  reward 
the  motive  of  action.  A  different  reword 
awaits  it.  He  stated  that  the  trite  axiom  rela- 
tive to  the  ingratitude  of  republics,  had  driven 
us  into  the  most  wanton  extravagance.  If  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Government  were  not  suf- 
ficiently pud,  he  was  willing  to  increase  their 
salaries ;  but  he  would  not  moke  particular  e: 


ley  could  be  appropriated  bnt  within  the 
specific  meaning  of  that  instrument.  He  re- 
peated the  arguments  he  bad  before  used ;  de- 
nying the  power  of  the  Govenunent  to  adopt  a 
principle  of  this  kind,  unless  it  oould  be  shown 
to  strengthen  the  military  power  of  the  coim- 
try,  and  if  it  oould,  that  the  principle  ought  to 
be  embodied  in  a  general  law. 

Hr.  Flots  said  he  was  In  hopes  that  the 
vote  would  have  been  t^en  on  ^Is  bill  with- 
out debate.  But,  as  a  different  course  had  been 
pursued,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  Justification  of  the  vote  he 
was  about  to  give.  He  then  proceeded  to  make 
some  remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him,  in  the  conrse  of 
which  he  was  corrected  by  the  gentleman  fi^m 
Ixmisiaoa,  whose  observations  ne  hod  misun- 
derstood.  He  eaid,  if  gentlemen  who  intend  to 
vote  for  the  bill  could  reconcile  it  to  their  con- 
structions of  coustitutional  law,  it  lay  between 
them  and  their  oonsdtnenta.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina  had  estimated  uie  tax  on 
his  constituents  at  one-tenth  of  a  oent ;  but  if 
it  were  less  than  that,  he  would  give'what  he 
had  no  right  to  give  under  the  constitutional 
law.  It  was  mode  aa  an;ument  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  that  we  ahonld  not  ^ve  tyrants  on  oooaMon 
to  taunt  republics  with  ingratitude.  What 
would  history  say  of  us,  if  for  fear  of  tjranta, 
we  consent  to  tear  out  this  leaf  of  our  constjto- 
tion  ? 

Whrai  yon  come  to  voto  money  for  those  who 

e  disabled  in  war,  it  [s  a  part  of  our  contract 
with  them.  Is  this  a  parallel  oaset  When 
swords  and  medals,  and  votes  of  thanks  are 
^ven,  ore  these  no  reward  ?  What  higher  re- 
ward can  be  given  to  human  beings  tnan  the 
thanks  of  a  nation  ?  Would  the  paltry  pension 
given  to  an  English  nobleman  compare  with  it? 
Are  not  the  laurels  of  the  Duke  of  Wdlington 
tamiahed  by  his  becoming  a  pensionerf 

iir.  OjlBSON,  of  North  Oarolina,  said,  that  his 
friend  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Flotk)  hod  remark- 
ed, that  General  Brown  had  reaped  a  goldw 
harveet  of  honor  by  the  vote  of  thanka-  fmn 
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Ooagresa,  and  a.  vote  of  a  aword  and  medal,  as 
a  reward  for  the  Bervices  he  h&d  rendered  his 
ODontrr.  Sir,  said  Mr.  0,,  they  are  immortal 
Loaors,  and  each  as  I  vonid  give  my  life  to  be 
worthy  of.  Bat  ihoae  TOt«s  uidt  that  the  mt- 
vioes  of  General  Brown  merit  reward,  and  call 
upon  that  ooontr;,  in  whom  serrioe  Ms  lifb  was 
gaorifioed,  to  render  aonie  relief  to  hie  widow  and 
his  little  children.  Sir,  they  ore  penniless; 
the  evidence  is  before  na  of  that  fact  And  are 
we  to  be  told,  that  a  vote  of  thanks  from  this 
Eonse  is  all  the  reward  that  is  dne  to  the  mer- 
its of  Qeneral  Brown  t  Can  hia  children,  sir, 
be  raised  and  educated  npoa  a  vote  of  thanks 
irom  this  House  ?  Oan  they  eat  the  sword  and 
medal  awarded  by  this  GoTemmeot  to  their 
father,  for  the  serrioes  rendered,  and  for  the 
saorifloea  which  he  made  in  its  defence  t  Or 
shall  we,  by  reftising  this  relief,  compel  his 
widow  to  sjl  that  sword  and  that  iqadat  which 
the  gallant  conduct  of  her  hnsband  won  in  the 
field  of  battle  t  Bhall  we  compel  her  to  part 
with  tlioee  predoos  reUcs,  endeared  by  erery 
reoolleotion  of  her  hnaband,  for  the  sopport  of 
bia  children,  whom  he  had  left  to  the  proteo- 
tion  of  his  Ood  and  of  his  oonntry  t  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  0.  remiming  his  seat,)  my  feelings  will  not 
permit  me  to  express  more. 

On  the  engrowment  of  the  bill  fbr  a  third 
reading,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered,  and 
were— yeae  88,  nays  7T. 

yfwmnsiHY,  April  S. 
FamUi/  of  Qm«ral  Broun. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  itn. 
Brown,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Messrs.  CmLTOir  and  Obookstt  (who  had 
been  absent  from  the  House  during  the  discos- 
sion  yesterday)  delirered  their  sentiments  in 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The 
latter  offering  to  snbsonbe  his  quota,  in  his 
private  character,  to  make  up  the  sam  pro- 
posed, and  the  former  demanded  the  yeas  and 
naya  upon  the  paiaage  of  the  bill. 

Mx.  CiABK,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  said 
that,  having  been  absent  from  the  House  yes- 
terday, when  the  dtBooasion  waa  held,  and  the 
vote  taken  on  this  bill,  he  felt  grat«ral  to  the 
gentleman  for  his  call  for  the  ayea  and  noes,  as 
it  gave  bim  the  power  and  pleasure  too,  of  re- 
cordinKhis  name  in  the  afSrmative.  What,  air, 
(aaked  Mr.  O.)  are  wo  called  upon  to  do !  To 
award  a  amall  pittance  to  the  disconsolate  wid- 
ow of  one  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  your  comi- 
try,  one  who  perilled  health  and  life  in  that 
service,  and  who  in  Uiat  service,  contracted  a 
disease  which  has  hurried  him  to  the  tomb,  and 
deprived  that  widow  and  his  children  of  their 
kind  and  natural  protector. 

The  first  inquiry  is,  have  we  the  power  to 
pass  tbe  bill  t  The  oonstitntion  gives  us  every 
necessary  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence.  Un- 
der this  grant,  and  for  the  pnipose  of  efiectually 
Attaining  ita  olfjeota,  yon  hold  out  to  yonr  dti- 
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tens  pecuniary  and  other  bonntjea,  to  iufluenee 
them  to  enlist  into  yaor  military  service.  For 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  discipline,  yon  make 
your  soldiers  the  subject  of  penal  iufliotiou,  and 
for  the  pnrpose  of  exciting  their  ambition  and 
stimulating  their  ardor,  you  hold  ont  to  them 
the  prospect  of  pecuniary  bounty.  Your  whole 
pension  system,  by  which  yon  provide  for  jonr 
officers  and  soldiers,  has  for  ita  ol^ect  a  remu- 
neration for  the  tons  and  privations  of  a  mili- 
tary life ;  it  holds  out  a  powerful  stimulus  to 
the  achievement  of  deeds  of  daring  and  of  gltuy. 
I.aWB  have  been  enacted,  not  only  ailovins 
penaione  to  officers  and  soldiers  for  wonnda  and 
Qisabilitiea  received  in  the  service,  but  these 
humane  proviaiona  have  been  extended  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  such  officers  and  sol- 
diers. By  the  oat  of  16th  March,  1B03,  the 
widows  and  children  of  our  officers  dying  by 
reason  of  any  wound  recdved  in  the  service^ 
are  entitled  to  half  pay  for  five  years.  The 
like  provision  waa  made  by  the  act  of  181S,  for 
tjie  widows  of  officers  and  aoldiera  who  fell  in 
the  Wabash  campaign.  The  act  of  January, 
1BI3,  made  the  same  allowance  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  ofBcers  of  the  navy  and  marines, 
By    snbeequent   acta,  the  "  widows  and  or- 

Ehans  of  officers,  seam^  and  marinee,  who 
ave  died  by  oatualtg  or  ditaae,  in  the  line  of 
their  dnty,  have  been  provided  for,  and  half 
pay  allowed  tbem  for  fifl«en  years."  The  act 
of  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  made  a  like  provi- 
sion for  the  widows  of  offioera  in  the  private 
armed  service.  By  the  act  of  April,  1818,  these 
provisions  were  extended  to  the  widows  of 
those  who  have  died  by  "  casualty  or  acci- 
dents." On  what  principle  have  these  provi- 
uona  l>een  made?  Was  it  on  the  ground  of 
contract  t  Was  it  a  part  of  the  bond  I  Na 
tar.  It  was  the  result  of  a  wise,  hnmane,  and 
uilightened  policy,  a  policy  which,  in  the  hour 
of  peril,  calls  around  yonr  standard  the  chival- 
rous and  the  brave.  Had  General  Brown  sealed 
his  devotion  to  his  country's  service,  by  an  im- 
mediate sacrifice  of  his  life  on  the  "  battlefield," 
his  widow,  on  the  principles  of  former  legislatioo, 
would  have  been  entitled  to  half  pay  for  5  yeari 
Then  what  matters  it  whether  he  thus  died,  or 
lingered  for  years,  from  wounds  and  disease 
incurred  in  your  service.  From  snch  wounds 
and  disease  he  has  endured  years  of  anfi'eriog 
and  pun.  He  has  fyien  a  victim  to  the  pres- 
sure. The  fact  is  established,  that  the  primaij 
canse  of  his  death  was  to  be  found  in  uie  nek- 
ness  of  the  camp,  Bnt  for  this  he  would  have 
been  at  this  tmie  at  the  head  Of  your  army. 
But  for  this  he  would  now  have  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life  and  health,  with  the  prospect 
of  future  usefynesa  to  his  &mily  and  countiy. 
And  shall  we  now  aay,  by  our  votes,  that  thii 
family  has  no  claim  on  the  gratitude  or  the 
Justice  of  the  republic  1    Bhall  we  close  our 


Sir,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  that  this  bill  would 
have  passed  in  ulenoe — a  tdlbnoe  suited  to  the 
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MMoM — A  BQence  indioatiTe  of  a  nation's  grati- 
tade,  (od  a  nation's  tean.  1  had  hoped  that 
fiiia  vote  Tonld  have  been  characterized  hj  a 
niiinmitf  which  would  hare  whispered  joy  and 
oouoUHon  to  the  widowed  heart;  whioh 
TCKiId  have  adminisUred  the  "  oil  and  wine  " 
to  hn  wounded  ipirit ;  which  wonld  have  heea 
not  only  the  messenger  of  mercj,  but  the  ex- 
praniou  of  a  nation's  homage  to  the  exalted 
KTvieea  and  merits  of  the  deceased.  Sir,  the 
pHring  of  this  bill  will  be  hailed  b;  the  Ameri- 
MQ  people  with  acclamation.  A  brave  and 
MteroDs  nation  will  stamp  npon  it  the  seal  of 
A  ipprohatioii,  nnd  feel  a  high  and  noble  pride, 
dttt  their  repreemtatiTea  have  ezeonted  a 
ucred  tmst. 

Sir,  it  is  aud,  tiiat  "glory  is  the  soUier's 
jtj."  I  tmrt  that  glory  to  the  chief  olijeot 
Thioh  the  Amwican  soldier  has  in  view,  and 
■hioh  ipnrs  him  on  to  the  performance  of 
baoie  actioDa.  For  this,  sir,  he  seeks  repnta- 
tioD  in  the  "  cannon's  month ; "  ibr  this  he 
tmrtt  death  in  the  "  imminent  deadly  breach." 
Bat  add  to  thia,  the  assnranoe  that  a  grateAil 
enmtry  will  adopt  his  wife  and  chil£^  as 
On  otjecta  of  its  care,  and  yon  gire  to  his 
irelor  a  double  foroe.  What  can  more  efFe«ta- 
■flf  nerve  the  arm  of  the  soldier,  than  a  belief 
mt  in  the  event  of  hia  fall,  he  leaves  those 
Tbo  are  dear  to  his  heart,  the  wife  uid  chil- 
iim  d  hia  boeom,  to  the  protecting  gnardian' 

aiJIiiscoimtry  t  With  this  conviction  he 
9  to  tha  combat,  mingles  in  the  deadly 
■trife,  and  ezpiring  amidst  the  diocta  of  viotory , 
k  beqneathea  all  he  has  to  bequeath,  bis  honor, 
Ui  glory,  to  immortality — his  wife  and  ehil- 
dm  to  his  ooonby.  And  will  that  ooontry 
dtcAiM  the  1>eqQe«t}  No.  She  will  press 
fban  to  her  bosom,  as  the  clierished  objeota  of 
her  khtdeat  regard,  and  oheer  the  desolation  of 
vidowbood  Rnd  orphanage,  with  her  smiles  and 
ia  protection.  Sir,  some  gentlemen  have  a 
Mdiotisness  on  this  subject,  which  I  cannot 
^iprwiate.  They  were  not  sent  here  to  vote 
i»iy  the  people's  money  in  this  way.  They 
m  willing  to  be  generous  and  chantable  aa 
bdividaala,  bnt  as  legislators  they  can  indulge 
ia  DO  tach  feelings.  I  was  sent  here  to  vote 
■ny  tite  people's  money,  when  that  vote  shaQ 
Iw  NBctioned  by  a  sense  of  daty,  and  warranted 
I7  the  conatitntion ;  and  whatever  may  be  my 
HDCimante  in  r^ard  to  private  charity — I  will 
Kt  deprive  my  constitaents  of  the  proud  satis- 
Iktion  whioh  I  know  they  feel,  in  sharing  the 
hmor  of  the  appropriation.  I  have  no  fear 
fttt  my  vote  will  not  be  hailed  by  their  ap- 
pwingvoice.  Indeed,  sir,  I  Bhonldbeaahamed 
t»look  them  in  the  face,  with  my  name  in  the 
Mgttive.  Ratiier  might  my  arm  fall  "  p^ied 
!t<m  its  sook»t&"  than  be  raised  in  opposition 
10  this  MIL 

The  war  of  181S  fbnnd  Oen.  Brown  happy 
h  the  bosom  of  his  bmily,  sorronnded  by  oom- 
pettnoe,  and  In  the  ei^oymeatB  of  the  ease  and 
toDdbrts  of  domestic  life.  At  the  call  of  his 
nontiy,  he  left  the  plough,  and  relinqniahed  all 


the  pleaanres  of  peaoefal  re 
hardships  and  perils  of  the  "  t 


retirement  for  the 
tented  field."  His 
then  neoessarily  neg- 
lected, and  the  peace  found  him  eztrem^y  em- 
barrassed in  his  peonniary  olrcnmstanoea,  with 
feeble  health,  with  a  conatitntion  naturally  ro- 
bust, shatt«red  in  the  service.  With  mined 
fortone,  he  dragged  out  a  tireeome  existence, 
till  death  relieved  him.  He  has  tieen  removed 
from  ns,  and  he  has  left  to  his  femily  nothing 
but  the  recollection  of  hu  virtues  and  hia  fame. 
That  &me  has  become  the  common  property  of 
hia  country.  His  deeds  oonatitnte  a  brilliant 
portion  of  its  history,  and  as  long  as  tiie  cataract 
of  Niagara  shall  roll  ita  torrent  near  tl 


Shall  we  disappoint  the  jost  expectations  of  our 
constituents,  m  reAidng  to  do  an  act  sanctioned 
by  justice,  gratitude,  and  magnanimity )  Will 
you  spam  from  your  door  the  widow  and  or- 
phans of  one  of  your  bravest  Generals,  and 
cast  them  on  the  charities  of  an  unfeeling 
world  I  WiU  you  send  her  back  poor  and  pen- 
nlleaa  to  a  desolate  manMon  I  Sir,  no  hcepi- 
table  mansion  opens  its  doors  to  reoeive  her. 
She  returns  to  the  scenes  of  her  past  happiness^ 
dependent  on  the  kindnees  of  friends.  Let  ns 
oheer  her  on  the  way ;  let  ns  restore  her  to  her 
home,  with  a  heart  fraught  with  emotions  of 
gratitnde  and  Joy.  Then  will  she  pass  (he  re- 
mainder of  her  days  in  quiet  and  empl^  your 
bounty  in  rearing  to  manhood  the  ftitore  Browna 
of  the  oonntry. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  paaeagft  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  by  yeaa  07,  nays  71. 


and  returned  to  Qt« 

Senate. 

The  Tarif  Sill. 

Mr.  Bbtait  said ;  The  honorable  gentleman 
ftom  Pennsylvania  has  said  that  hemp  and  mo- 
lasses is  a  miserable  theme  for  eloquence.  Sir, 
I  readily  admit  that  it  doea  not  i^jpear  to  be 
a  theme  for  rhetorical  flourishes,  and  heantiftd 
imagery,  nor  am  I  ambitions  of  investing  the 
subject  with  artdfidal  dimity  or  splendid  de- 
corations. My  object,  sir,  will  be  more  aatis- 
fkotorily  attained,  if  I  can  impress  npon  the 
oommittee  "  plain  matters  of  &ct,"  and  such  in- 
ferences from  them  as  common  sense  moat 
make.  The  honorable  gentieman,  aooording  to 
my  apprehension  of  his  remarks,  has  treated  the 
additional  tai  proposed  on  molasses  as  a  small 
business,  and  seems  to  wonder  that  it  ahonld 
produce  excitement.  Sir,  if  it  be  such  a  small 
af^r,  I  am  sorry  indeed  that  the  Oommittae  on 
l^ufitotnres  shoold  have  stooped  to  notice  it. 
I  can  assure  the  gentleman  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
aerions  importance  to  my  constitaents,  as  well  as 
to  the  citiieoB  of  the  Eastern  States. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Mune  seems 
to  suppose  that  &o  State  whioh  he  repreeenla 
in  part,  »o  ably,  is  more  interested  than  any 
other  in  the  Union.    I  am  glad  that  he  thought 
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BO,  AB  It  inBaroed  hia  ardor,  and  animated  his 
zmI,  in  a  good  oanaej  but  I  oaa  assnre  that 
gentleman  Qitt  the  Btate  of  North  Oorolina  has 
also  a  most  important  interest  at  stake,  and  I 
am  bappj  to  bave  bis  able  assistaiioe,  or  rather 
to  oo-operate  with  him,  in  defending  the  inter- 
eatB  d^endent  npon  tbe  West  India  trade,  how- 
ever hnmble  tliey  maj  seem. 

The  onlj  foreign  trade  of  North  Carolina  is, 
and  long  hae  been,  with  the  West  India  ialands, 
while  'Uie  shallowness  of  oar  waters  forbid  onr 
partioipadon  in  the  Enropesn  trade.  The  na- 
tore  of  oar  production B — onr  contignity  to  those 
lalands— their  want*  and  their  prodnoe,  earlj 
invited  an  interooarse  with  them,  which  haa 
been  maintained  and  peraevdred  in  onder  great 
disooaragemeiits. 

Indeec^  this  intAroonrae  being  fonnded  upon 
tbe  onl7  trne  basis  of  all  oommeroe,  mntoal 
wanta  and  mntoal  demands,  has  been  snatained 
as  it  were  bj  the  efforts  of  natore  herself. 
North  Oarolina  prodaoea,  in  great  abnndanoe, 
the  materials  ftn-  moh  an  assorted  cargo  as  is 
moat  dedred  in  those  islands.  We  can  export, 
in  almost  any  qoanti^,  lomber  of  all  kinds, 
staves,  shin^ee,  pork,  dbcdd,  oon^peas,  beans, 
naval  stores,  Seh  and  live  stock.  The  principal 
trade,  however,  sir,  is  I  believe,  in  the  various 
kinds  of  pitch  pine,  Inmber,  stavea,  and  shin- 
ties. We  reoeive  in  retnrn,  from  variona  isl- 
ands, molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  ram,  salt,  and  to 
a  mticb  greater  amount  than  is  required  fbr  the 
eonsnmption  of  onr  own  oitJiens.  ICan;  of  our 
merchants  make  extensive  shipments  of  lom- 
ber, A«.,  and  order  the  retnrn  cargoes  to  New 
Tort  or  other  northern  ports,  to  pay  for  goods 
bonght  of  the  mercbanta  of  those  cities ;  and 
this  ia  foand  to  be  a  matnallj  advantageona 
mode  of  making  remittances,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  paying  their  debts. 

This  trade,  ur,  la  also  very  convenient  to 
Northern  ship  owners.  Nnmbers  of  their  ves- 
sels freqnent  oar  ports  In  the  fall  of  the  year, 
and  flndT  employment  till  the  s]»ing  in  freight- 
ing oar  ImnDer,  Ac.,  to  the  Wrat  Indies,  white 
others  carry  out  oargoea  of  their  own  products 
to  tbe  islands,  and  there  barter  them  for  West 
India  produce,  which  they  bring  to  North  Car- 
olina and  «zohange  fijr  lumber,  Ac.,  or  corn, 
and  thns  proonre  snooesdve  cargoes,  contin- 
ually Increaaing  in  value,  and  famishing  aliment 


itdand ;  molasses  is  therefore  received  of 
uty  as  a  return  cargo.  The  condition  of  this 
trade  at  present  oertidnly  cannot  bear  an  ad- 
ditional  burthen ;  and,  Mr.  Ghairman,  I  cannot 
believe  that  this  House  would  consent  to  im- 
pooe  the  additional  bnrthen  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  with  a  ftill  nnderstanding  of  the  Bnt>- 
Ject  in  aU  its  bearings  nnd  operations.  As  the 
trade  is  now  eondactcd,  ft  barely  Buatains  itaelf ; 
Its  gra&t  raloa  oonriat*  in  the  employment 


ting  Imnber  and  the  different  kinds  oi 
for  the  West  India  market.  The  winter  season 
is  most  advantageoosly  devoted  by  the  ianner 
to  these  occapations,  and  he  is  thus  enabled 
to  procure  the  groceries  for  his  family  which 
are  now  deemed  the  ordinary,  if  not  necessary, 
comforts  of  life. 

I  think  I  may  say,  sir,  that  abont  seven-eighths 
of  the  tonnage  of  Soith  Carolina  is  employed 
in  this  trade,  and  about  forty  vessels  from  the 
port  of  Newbem  alone.  I  sappose,  upon  m 
average,  abont  foor  or  five  West  India  voyages 
may  be  made  in  the  year. 

The  House  will  readily  perceive  or,  that  if 
this  vent  for  our  prodncts  is  closed,  great  and 
geDeral  distress  must  ensue.  I  have  stud,  dr, 
Uiat  the  trade  cannot  bear  this  additiimal  W- 
then.  This  assertion,  sir,  I  (hink  may  be  in- 
con  trovertJbly  sustained. 

The  average  sales  of  Inmber,  at  the  Frendb 
islands,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  may  be  es- 
timated, I  nnderstand,  at  (83  per  thoDS(uid,pay- 
able  in  molfssea  at  an  average  price  of  21  oanta 


lead,  $8G0,  and  S  per  cent,  ft 
or  Toss  on  gauge,  and  the  present  impost  of  6 
cents  per  gallon,  the  cost  of  the  importer  is 
enhanced  to  81  or  SS  cents  per  gallon,  without 
any  allowance  for  freight  or  insorance.  The 
average  cargo  sales  of  molasses  in  the  United 
States  for  the  last  twelve  months,  have  not  ex- 
ceeded 2'ri  cents  per  gallon,  thna  showing  a 
loss  of  2i  or  G^  cents  per  gallon. 

In  the  trade  with  Eajti,  the  prioe  of  lamber 
does  not  vary  much  &om  the  price  obtwned  at 
the  French  islands;  payments  in  that  island 
are  unifonnly  made  in  coffee,  on  which  a  loH 
is  sustained  of  10  or  12  per  cent.  In  tbe  Dutch, 
Bwedish,  and  Danish  islands,  the  sales  of  lum- 
ber average  about  3&  dollars  per  thousand,  but 
this  decrease  of  price  is  compensated  by  lover 
port  charges,  ana  better  payments  than  in  the 
French  ulands,  sales  being  usually  made  for 
cash,  or  for  colonial  produce,  at  mnch  lower 
prices  than  are  exacted  at  the  other  islands. 
As  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  debate  apon 
other  seodons  of  this  bill,  have  offered  numer- 
ous statements  and  oatculstiona,  made  by  re- 
spectable mannfactarera,  I  trust  it  will  be  in 
order  for  me  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  a  statement,  exhibitdns  an  in- 
voice of  a  cargo  of  inmber  for  a  vessal  of  100 
tons,  with  an  acconnt  of  sales  of  the  same,  in  a 
French  island,  and  in  a  Danisli,  Dutch,  and 
Bwedish  island,  which  has  been  furnished  me 
by  a  ship  owner,  for  whose  integrity  and  intel- 
ligence I  can  vouch  to  tiie  oommitt«e. 

[Here  follows  the  Invoice,  tbe  results  of  wUdi 
are  stated  in  the  speech.] 

I^  result  of  tbe  voyage  yields  a  freight  d 
seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  on  eixly-one 
thousand  feet  of  lumbar,  that  is  19  or  18  dol- 
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Ur«  per  thonsand,  or  if  reduced  to  barrels,  of 
T5  or  80  cents  per  barrel ;  whioli  will  but  little 
more  than  defr&j  tbe  expenses  of  the  yora^e, 
and  most  coDvince  aaj  one  aa^nalnted  with 
■hipping  bnaiueas,  that  the  additional  burthen 
propoaed  mnst  crush  this  trade.  Bir,  in  eati- 
jBt&ag  the  profits  of  oomnieroial  operatione 
C0DdDct«d  from  the  ports  of  North  Oarolina, 
the  heavy  burdenB  which  nature  has  already 
imposed  upon  ns  by  the  shnllowQeas  of  onr 
waters^  eq>eciaUy  the  cousuming  expenses  of 
Sgfaterage  and  detention  at  the  shoal  called  the 
Sradi  in  Pamlico  Sound,  to  which  all  the  nav- 
ieation  of  the  State  whioh  seeks  the  ocean  by 
OcraooclE  Inlet  (comprehending  abont  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole)  is  snl^ected,  should  never 


beo> 


;of  T 


As  ■  olew  and  forcible  illustration  of  this 
deplorable  stata  of  onr  commerce,  I  beg  leave 
to  read  so  extract  from  the  memorial  of  a  con- 
Tsntirai  of  highly  respectable  and  well-informed 
delegates  from  the  porta  dependent  on  Oora- 
rack  Inlet,  asaemblea  to  devise  some  means  of 
temoviiiK  these  evils,  or  mitigating  their  almoat 
intderable  severity : 

"  Toor  memoriaHitt  believe  that  the  azmoil  ei- 
pocU  of  the  products  <£  oar  coodIxj  IhroDgh  Ocn- 
oeck  Bie  not  avemted  when  estimiUed  at  five  mil- 
Baas  of  doUara,  requiring  for  their  transportation, 
ind  kctnally  emplojing  two  hundred  thousand  tons 


1,  (hat  the  charge  en  these  vessels  for  light- 
mgo  and  detention  at  the  Swasli,  averages  one  dol- 
lir  per  too,  and  unoonta,  SDnanlly,  to  two  hondred 
Ibonnuad  doUarv;  that  tbe  additional  rate  of  insar- 
SKC,  because  of  tbe  risk  and  detention  at  the  Swash, 
ivecagea  three-qaartenofone  per  cent.,  and  amoonts, 
HI  the  ezporta  and  imports,  to  seventj-Sve  thousand 
loOsn,  and  on  the  vMselt,  to  tf  ity  thousand  doUai* 
po  annnin.  This  aoilnal  tax  of  Arse  hundred  and 
dBty-five  thousand  dollars  upon  the  navigation  of 
Dv  section  of  the  country,  independently  of  the 
adoor  evils,  the  veiations  and  difficulties  whioh  will 
be  readil;  percefved,  cannot  bat  eobaoce  tbe  freight 
DC  cost  of  cODTejaace  to  market.  Tbe  price  of 
freight  from  Korfolk,  and  Wilmington,  (North  Car- 
oliiia,)  the  latter  but  120  miles  distant  &am  Ocra- 
cock  to  the  West  Indies,  is  from  20  to  25  per  cent 
las  than  from  the  potts  dependent  on  Ocracock 
Plant;  which  difference  on  bulky  articles,  such  as 
IrabeT,  ataveH,  and  ehingles,  amounts  to  between 
10  and  40  per  ceoL  of  their  original  value.  The 
frciglit  and  charges  on  articles  shipped  coastwise  for 
MUpnwnt  to  th&  places  of  eonaomption,  amounts, 
■■  naval  stoTca,  t«  SS  per  cent,  on  cotton,  to  between 
ID  and  1 G  per  cent.,  and  on  staves,  to  50  per  cent, 
rf  their  original  value."  These  charges  are  all  borne 
by  the  indostry  of  the  country — they  are  discerned 
"  in  the  low  price  of  tbe  products  of  Hortb  Carolina 
iadoitrj,  in  the  ports  dependent  upon  Oorscock  In- 
let, compared  with  those  where  tbe  costs  of  deten- 
tion and  perils  of  lighterage  are  not  to  be  enconn- 
kied.  While  at  Buffolk,  in  Virginia,  pipe  staves 
ceamund  forty  dollars  per  thousand,  at  Hurtrees- 
boro,  and  Wintoa,  (about  thirty  milra  distant,)  they 
Be  sold  at  tweuty-flve  dollars.  Red-oak  staves, 
vfakh  at  Wadiington,  North  Carolina,  Newbem,  and 
UmsB,  wtTGely  command  ten  dollars  per  thoD- 


This  shoal  was  examined  by  a  Board  of  the 

United  States  Engineers,  under  an  act  of  Oon- 
eress  passed  ahoat  two  years  ago.  They  state 
m  their  report  that  "the  present  state  of  tbe 
navigation  at  Ocrooock  is  deplorable  in  tlie  ex- 
treme." It  must  be  obvious  to  the  committee 
from  these  facts,  that  the  imposition  of  this  ad- 
ditional dnty  will  operate  as  a  complete  inter- 
dict to  our  Weet  India  trade ;  and  tliat  will  be 
in  effect  to  onr  whole  foreign  trade.  The  con- 
sljtntion  prohibits  a  tax  npon  exports;  here 
will  be  snch  a  tax  ujion  their  snbstitntes  or 
representatives,  tbat  is,  the  commodities  for 
whioh  they  are  exchanged,  as  effectually  to 
prohibit  tbeir  exportation.  "We  might,  with 
great  justice,  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Ohurman, 
Wore  this  additional  burthen  is  imposed  upon 
OS,  call  npon  Oongresa  to  place  ns  npon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  Statas  engaged  in 
tins  trade,  by  removing  the  obsbTiotions  to  our 
commerce,  that  we  might  be  equally  qualified 
to  bear  it,  otherwise  the  greatest  Injury  must 
result  to  ns  from  the  peculiarly  oppressive  op- 
eration of  the  tax  upon  us.  I  tmf^  Ur.  Obair- 
man,  that  tbe  brief  review  whidi  I  have  made 
of  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  North 
Oarolina  will  acquit  me  of  being  a  treepoBser 
npon  tbe  time  and  patience  of  the  House.  As 
I  have  the  fioor,  sir,  I  will  Invite  the  attention 
of  the  House,  for  a  tew  moments,  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Btat«s,  generally,  with 
these  lalonds. 

Frora  the  official  statements  which  have  been 
made  to  this  House  from  the  Treasory  Deport- 
ment, it  appears  that  our  exports  to  the  West 
Indies  for  several  years  have  averaged  about 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  onr  im- 
ports have  been  abont  the  same  in  amonnt 
Onr  exports  to  the  island  of  Cuba  alone,  for 
tiie  year  1826,  exceeded  six  millions  of  doUars, 
and  OUT  imports  amonnted  to  nearly  eight  mil- 
lions. The  dosing  of  tbe  ports  of  the  British 
islands  against  ns,  does  not  seem  to  have  mate- 
rially affected  the  amount  of  onr  exports  and 
imports.  The  enormous  port  charges  in  the 
Engli^  islands,  and  their  ri^d  inspection,  fre- 
quently rendered  a  voyage  minons  to  the  ad- 
venturer. 1  have  been  credibly  informed,  Uiat 
at  Jwnaioa,  upon  a  veosel  of  135  tons,  carrying 
about  90,000  staves,  the  port  charges,  duties, 
commissions,  inspections,  &o.,  amounted  to  oon- 
aiderably  more  than  the  first  cost  of  the  cargo. 
(upwards  of  $1,000.)  There  being  no  maiiet 
to  tbe  leeward  of  this  island,  and  it  beinj;  im- 
posidble  to  get  to  one  to  windward,  the  shipper 
was  obliged  to  seU  for  whatever  price  the  Brit- 
ish merchcmt  chose  to  offer;  and,  too  fre- 
quently, this  price  was  rather  adapted  to  the 
neccedty  of  the  shipper,  than  the  value  of  his 
cargo ;  there  was  but  one  party  to  this  bargun. 
Kow  the  Britidt  merchant  Is  compelled  to 
meet  the  American  shipper  on  neatral  ground 
with  his  colonial  produce,  and  it  requires  both 
parties  to  make  a  bargain,     1  qnestion,  rir, 
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vhetlier  the  coloniEts  are  Dot  convinced  b  j  this 
time,  that  the  mollier  country  has  8acrific«d 
their  int«reate  to  State  polioy,  and  is  desirous 
of  bnildlDg  up  the  OsaadAa,  and  her  other 
Amerioaa  prorinces,  at  their  ezpense.  The 
valae  of  the  imports  into  the  Uuitod  States 
durinK  the  year  1826,  from  the  Danish  West 
India  islands,  was  nearlf  eqnal  to  that  from  the 
Britdah  West  Indies,  as  the  Treasnrj  docament 
referred  to  will  show.  The  import  of  motasMS 
for  l^S,  from  the  West  Indies,  amounted  to 
18,661,166  gaUona,  of  which  only  1,7S3,988 
gallons  were  from  British  islands.  This  im- 
portation, estimated  at  the  cargo  price  of  27^ 
oenta  per  gallon,  amounts  to  nearly  four  mU~ 
licou  <rf  doUars.  From  Ihis  brief  general  view 
of  Qie  West  India  trade,  it  oerttunlT,  Hr.  Ghiur- 
man,  ia  sofSdentlf  important  to  demand  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  House,  before 
they  adopt  a  measnre  which  mnat  so  seriously 
affect  it — which  must  destroy  it  in  some  seo- 
tioDS  of  the  Union.  And  why,  Mr.  Cburman, 
shall  this  fionrishing  trade — a  trade,  sir,  which, 
I  repeat,  Is  so  natoral,  so  convenient,  and  con- 
dncted  apon  snoh  f^  (firms  of  recdprooity,  (I 
eiolnde  uie  English  islands,  of  conrse,}  why, 
sir,  shall  it  be  so  grievonsly  oppressed  I  it  paid 
into  yonr  Treasory,  in  1823,  more  than  six  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars  in  daties  j  it  rears  for 
the  defence  of  our  conntir,  a  hardy  race  of 
seamen  j  it  supports  an  industrious  population 
on  land ;  it  employs  many  thousand  tons  of 
shipping  which  mnst  otherwise  rot  at  the 
whar^  to  the  min  of  the  ship-owner.  The 
united  exertions  of  t^ese  ctassses  of  om-  citj- 
tens  convert  our  dreary  forests  into  articles  of 
comfort  and  subsistence,  and  make  substantial 
additions  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  who  re- 
oommend  this  additional  duty,  state  that  a 
lai^  quantity  of  the  molasses  import«d  into 
the  Eastern  States  is  distilled,  and  that  the 
spirits  thus  distilled  interferes  with  the  domea- 
tio  spirits  distUled  from  grain.  The  committee 
state  that  "  they  hazard  nothing  in  the  asser- 
tion that  the  coarse  gruns  are  now  grown  in 
these  States  in  sufficient  quantities  to  Aimish 
them  a  full  supply  of  ardent  spirits,  if  the  de- 
mand was  in  no  other  manner  supplied;"  and 
that  the  testimony  before  them,  amous  other 
things,  shows  "that  the  quantity  of  these 
grains  can  be  increased,  &c.,  to  answer  any  de- 
mand, if  demand  eonld  be  created."  They, 
therefore,  recommend  an  additional  dnty  of 
five  cents  on  molasses,  and  of  ten  cents  on  all 
foreign  spirits,  without  regard  to  quality  or 
I»W.  Xhey  fiirtber  inform  as  in  another  part 
of  the  report,  that  "  the  whiskey  of  this  coun- 
try haa  become  very  palatable  and  very  fash- 
ionable," &0. 

It  seems  then,  sir,  that  we  are  in  the  £rst 
plaoe  to  create,  by  legislation,  a  demand  for 
whiskey,  and  by  excluding  foreign  spirits  and 
molaases,  to  compel  its  use^  I  would  here 
pause,  and  ask  this  House  to  reflect  upon  the 
character  of  such  a  propodtion.    It  seems  to 


me,  sir,  monstrons  both  in  a  political  and  moral 
view.  The  materials  and  industry  of  numer- 
ous classes  of  our  citizens  by  the  operation  of 
the  West  India  trade,  are  eicbangea  for  many 
millions  of  gallons  of  molasses,  wnich  is  large- 
ly used  as  an  article  of  diet  by  all  classes,  tud 
especially  by  the  poor,  and  is  undoubtedly  very 
wholesome  and 'nutritious;  besides,  it  yields  a 
large  and  increaung  revenue  to  the  Goveru- 
meuL  I  wonld  respectfully  ask,  sir,  why  tlie 
fruits  of  their  industry  and  capital  is  less  wor- 
thy of  protection  becanse  it  appears  in  the 
shape  of  molasses,  than  if  it  appeared  in  the 
more  " fiishionahle "- garb  of  whiskey;  it  is 
also  a  strong  reconunendation  to  molases,  that 
it  can  bo  taxed  by  an  impost  duty ;  whiskey 
can  only  be  taxed  by  an  excise,  and  that,  it 
seema,  is  a  hazardous  experlmwit,  and  not  to 
be  resorted  to  in  time  of  peace.  Bo  far,  or, 
from  this  Government  attempting  to  create  a 
demand  for  whiskey,  I  had  hoped  that  the 
propositjon  fi«m  the  Committee  on  Ckimmerce 
to  Kduce  the  duties  on  wines,  wonld  have  mat 
a  fkvorahle  reception  from  the  House;  it  is 
strongly  recommended  by  its  tendency  to  sab- 
stitute  the  use  of  pure  and  wholesome  liquors 
for  that  of  noiions  ardent  spiriU,  thus  promot- 
ing eminently  the  moral  and  physical  health  of 
the  nation. 

Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  fonqal 
contwtatiou  of  the  aasertion  of  the  committee, 
that  whiskey  is  very  palatable  and  fashionable, 
because  I  know,  sir,  there  is  no  disputing  about 
tattei;  but,  on  behalf  of  my  constitucntSj  I 
must  protest  against  such  a  doctrine  going 
abroad  to  the  world  as  the  sense  of  this  House 
— my  constituents  have  not  yet  become  so 
fashionable  as  to  discard  Madeira  (when  they 
can  get  it)  for  whiskey,  "  Madeira  was  good 
enough  for  them,"  as  was  said  by  one  of  our 
worthiest  citizens  and  most  respectable  mer- 
chants. 

But,  Mr.  Churman,  to  return  to  the  sober 
consideration  of  this  matter.  The  bill  is  in- 
tended, we  are  told,  as  a  compromise  between 
the  two  great  contendiog  puties — the  manu- 
facturers and  the  growers  of  wool  and  gi^n  iu 
the  Middle  and  Northern  States — the  interests 
which  cannot  arrange  themselves  under  the 
banner  of  either  one  or  the  other,  afe  to  be 
trodden  down  in  their  march  to  what  they 
deem  their  mutual  advantage.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  they  may  not  arrive  at  a  Moscow,  wher& 
when  they  have  seized  the  prize,  they  will  fina 
non^ht  but  ruin  and  deaolatioa  Sir,  what 
possible  benefit  can  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  so  inadequately  to  represent,  de- 
rive from  the  bill!  What  compensation  for 
the  annihilation  of  her  West  India  trade  I 
None,  rir ;  burthen  is  added  to  bnrthen.  The 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  may  derive  some 
compensating  benefit  from  protection  and  boild- 
ing  up  of  their  manufactures,  into  which  their 
capital  must  be  speedily  transferred — they  have 
also  left  open  to  them  the  trade  with  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  provinces,  which  is  now 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  OF  GONaRESS. 


ifltisisas.] 


Id  QMther  of  theee  can  irs 
pirtioiptte — the?  operate  as  additional  bnr- 
theiu  upon  na,  becanae  they  make  ns  tribntorj 
to  our  Kortliem  and  Eastern  brethren. 

I  know,  sir,  that  it  has  been  onstomary  to 
ooD^der  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
put  to  repreeent,  aa  bnt  little  interested  in 
oommeroe ;   and  it  ia  tnie  that  we  have  bnt  lit- 


that  OUT  aggregate  tonnage  of  ever?  kind  is 
Ttij  little  inferior  to  that  of  Virginia,  and  is 
ictnally  greater  than  that  of  any  StalA  aontb 
of  ns.  We  have  manr  tittle  ports  where  ves- 
ads  are  owned,  which  ore  employed  in  the 
KMSting  and  West  India  trade;  and  the  amonnt 
rf  oar  exports  appears,  from  the  memorial  to 
which  I  have  referred,  to  be  very  eonaid- 
crsble. 

Is  this  interest,  sir,  and  the  great  agiioaltn- 
nl  interests  connected  with  and  dependent 
upon  it,  to  be  sacriflced,  to  try  the  experiment 
of  making  the  American  people  consnme  whis- 
key t  i  repeat,  sir,  whst  haa  been  before 
DTged,  tiiat  it  is  with  onr  agricaltural  products, 
sod  the  prodnots  of  the  forest,  that  we  bay 
Wtat  India  prodncts.  This  is  the  natural  and 
most  effeetnsl  way  of  encoaraging  agrionltnre 
— eommeroe  here  tets  as  the  handmaid  and  ser- 
tmt  of  agricnltnre.  The  Treasury  documents 
laid  npon  our  tables  show  that,  of  the  exports 
to  the  W#«t  Indiee  in  1826,  amoonting  to 
tlS,7e«,362,  aboat  fonr-fiflhs  (tl3,S29,84S)  were 
of  American  prodnoe.  Here  is  a  market,  then, 
which  receives  a  greater  amonnt  of  onr  grains 
than  all  the  world  beddos ;  and  this  market  is 
to  be  destroyed  to  promote  tie  mannfeotnre  of 
whiskey  from  rye  and  other  gruns.  Uolasses 
alone,  althongh  deemed  a  smaD  business,  yields 
a  revenue  of  about  |700,000.  However  great 
an  avernon  gentlemen  may  have  to  the  artide, 
yet  the  money  derived  from  it,  1  hope,  does 
not  partake  of  their  dislike.  I  have  read, 
somewhere,  that  the  Emperor  Yeapasian,  on 
being  reproached  for  deriving  revenne  from  a 
source  r^lly  contemptible,  commanded  some  of 
the  mmey  thns  derived  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  applying  it  to  his  noee,  told  his  conrtiers 
that  it  really  did  not  smeli  of  the  article — so  I 
hc^e,  that  as  the  revenne  from  molasees  does 
Bot  taste  of  that  article,  gentlemen  will  be 
reconciled,  and  permit  the  trade  to  exist.  If 
the  proposition,  advocated  by  the  honorable 
gotleman  from  Pennsylvania,  should  succeed, 
lod  this  trade  should  l>e  destroyed  by  it,  as  we 
WBeve  it  will  be,  will  that  gentleman  promiae 
ftis  Hoose  that  the  whiskey  substituted  shall 
My  an  eqnal  tax  to  the  nation  t  Will  he  prom- 
■e  for  hia  oonstitnents  t  I  presume  cot,  sir. 
Whiskey  does  not  submit  to  taxation  so  meekly 
■  molaaseA.  The  gentleman  has  s^d  that  the 
(itisena  of  Fenn^lvauia  not  being  so  fond  of 
■riaaaca  as  onr  Eastern  brethren,  use  brown 
■gtf  ia  its  place,  and  that  a  galloii  of  molasses 
MBtwnB  as  much  saccharine  or  sweetening 
■ittar  m  tight  pounds  of  brown  sngar,  whioE 


pays  a  duty  of  8  cents  per  pound,  amounting 
to  twenty-ftinr  cento,  and  therefore,  it  wonld 
not  be  nniair  that  molasses  should  pay  34  oenta, 


those  who  use  it  derive  as  mnoh  benefit  from 
it  as  his  constituents  do  from  eight  pounds  of 
sugar.  Sir,  this  is  a  strange  argnment.  I 
always  thought  that  molasses  was  used  as  a 
sweetening  not  so  much  from  choice  as  from 
necessity — not  l)ecanBe  it  -was  preferred  to 
sogar,  but  because  it  was  cheaper.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's ooQstitnents  are  all  so  well  off  as  to 
nse  sogar,  where  my  constituents,  and  those  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  are  compelled  to 
nse  molassea,  it  surely  is  a  strong  argument 
against  onr  constitnents  being  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Hr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  view  of  this  ease, 
derived  from  the  liistory  of  the  Madeira  trade,* 
which  gives  ns  the  benefit  of  experience,  which, 
in  questions  of  this  tdnd,  is  certainly  entitled 
to  great  consideration.  This  trade  has  been 
operated  npon  by  the  tariff  ByA«m  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  grain-growing  States,  and  let  ua  at- 
tentively examine  the  results.  They  are  suob, 
sir,  as  to  make  the  agricnltural  class  deprecate 
the  notion  of  creating  an  artificial  market'for 
their  prodnoe,  by  destroying  a  natural  one. 

By  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Oommeroe, 
it  spears  that  with  the  island  of  Madeira  we 
once  had  also  a  valnable  barter  trade.  We  ex- 
ported fiour,  Indian  com,  peas,  beans,  pork, 
Iiiml>er,  staves,  fish,  &c. ;  and,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  report  of  the  committee,  we 
have  always  been  permitted  to  carry  these  arti- 
cles there  free  fh)m  duty.  The  average  annual 
valne  of  onr  exports  to  that  island,  from  1801 
to  1807,  was  abont  $600,000.  The  dnty  on 
Madeira  wine  was  then  from  50  to  68  cts.  per 
g^on.  From  181»  to  1895  the  dnty  has  aver- 
aged  100  ote.  per  gallon,  and  onr  exports  have 
averaged  little  more  than  $200,000 ;  at  preswit, 
I  believe,  they  but  little  eioeed  $100,000.  If 
experience  of  this  kind  does  not  convince  as  of 
the  impolicy  and  Iritility  of  the  tariff,  or  foro- 
iaa  system,  in  "  creating  a  demand "  for  agri- 
cnltoral  prodncts,  I  wonld  respectfully  a^  what 
can  t  I  wonld  respectfnlly  snggeet  to  the  oom- 
mittee,  sir,  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  great  in- 
consistency as  well  aa  impidiwr  in  pwrnltting 
Qreat  Briton,  by  closing  her  West  India  ports 
against  ns  and  keeping  open  those  of  her  prov- 
inces adjoining  as,  to  beoome  the  oarriers  of 

The  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  mer- 
chants are  enabled,  under  the  operation  of  the 
present  system,  to  assort  their  cargoes  for  the 
West  Indies  with  onr  produce,  which  is  a  great 
advantage  in  that  trade,  and  is  precisely  the 
state  of  things  t>eneficial  to  them,  and  detri- 
mental to  OS.   It  is  for  what  they  have  been  peti- 


•EiporU  to  Utitln  ISO*  )l,Ma,nS 

*■  ■       1810        -  -       iMfiM 

Avuin  uuiul  cinnti  tnra  16D1  to  IBIB  AMi  •10(^000 

EitKimlniEST   -----    infiia 

B«  Doe.  H.  B.  na.  IM 


.Google 


ABEtDGMENT  OF  THE 


.E.) 


Gcadag  tho  motlier  coaatry  for  the  kat  fifteen 

years.  They  have  now  the  long  TOyage  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  Eaetem  States  a  miser- 
able little  coasting  trade  with  their  porta. 
Their  fisheries,  I  understand,  sir,  have  received 
a  new  impulse  from  this  ezt«aiBion  of  their 
trade,  aa  they  are  enabled  to  ship  their  fish  to 
the  West  India  islands,  advants^oslj,  with 
an  aaaorted  cargo ; .  whereas  an  entire  cargo  of 
fish  wonld  rarely  be  a  profitable  shipment.  By 
reference  to  the  Treasury  docnmenta,  it  will  bb 
peroeived  that,  in  1B26,  onr  exports  to  the 
Briti^  American  oolonies  were  in  valne 
$2,638,82C ;  and  this,  sir,  I  presume,  doee  not 
inolnde  a  vast  amount  that  finds  its  way  into 
the  Oanadas  by  interior  routes  by  land  and 
water.  Hie  imports  upon  which  alone  duties 
Cfm  be  levied,  amoonted  only  to  $677,769; 
while  the  whole  of  our  exports  to  the  West 
Indies  are  exchanged  for  articles  paying  a 
heavy  dnty. 

I  have  endeavored,  lb.  Ofaurman,  to  take  a 
summary  view  of  onr  West  India  trade ;  all 
mast  agree  that  it  is  highly  valuable  to  the  no- 
tion. I  have  endeavored  to  show  this  Honse, 
by  a  simple  statement  of  facts,  the  nature  of 
the  KortJi  Carolina  commerce  with  the  West 
Indies,  its  operations,  and  the  onerons  incnm- 
brancce  under  which  it  now  labors.  I  felt  un- 
der a  high  obligation,  ^,  to  make  this  endeavor 
to  discharge  my  duty,  not  only  to  my  constitn- 
ents,  bnt  to  the  nation.  I  wiU  not  longer,  air, 
e  the  time  of  the  committee.    1  know, 


what  I  conceived  to  be  my  diity  to  my  ooa- 


lii.  Casbos  rose  and  said,  that  he  deeply  re- 
gretted that  his  honorable  colleagoe  and  friend 
fllr.  Bbtan)  should  have  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  tronble  the  oommitt«e  with  a  few  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  should 
^ve  on  the  proposed  amendment 

His  oolleagne  had  edd  by  way  of  argoment 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  ameiidment,  "that 
Iforth  Oarolina  woold  be  more  injured  by  an 
moreased  dnty  upon  the  items  now  proposed  to. 
be  stricken  out,  than  by  any  other  items  in  the 
bill."  If  this  were  tnie,  sir,  it  wonld  be  the 
imperative  dnlj  of  every  member  from  that 
State  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  Bnt  my  col- 
league should  have  confined  his  remarks  to  the 
district  nhidh  he  represents,  and  permitted 
those  representing  other  parts  of  the  State,  to 
think  and  act  with  respect  to  tJie  interests  of 
their  constitnente,  as  to  them  might  seem  most 
advisable.  Sir,  I  shall  decidedly  vote  against 
strikiiig  ont  the  proposed  items,  and  for  rea- 
sons which,  with  me,  are  equally  forcible  with 
those  which  operate  npon  my  colleague ;  but  I 
nve  this  vote  with  a  perfect  understanding, 
^lat  upon  the  final  question,  I  vote  against  the 
whole  bill,  it  bung  immaterial  what  shape  it 
mes  be  presentod  in. 

But,  sur,  if  we  are  oompelled  to  swallow  this 
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bitter  dose,  I  wish  to  make  it  as  palatable  as 
possible,  and  by  way  of  sweetening  will  vote 
to  retain  molasses.  And  fiirther,  dr,  in  the 
general  dispensation  of  benefits  which  is  pro- 
posed, and  held  out,  by  the  Mends  of  ttiis  bill 
on  the  "  American  Bystam,"  as  it  is  called,  the 
interests  of  all  parte  of  the  Union,  and  every 
class  of  the  community,  ought  to  be  looked  to, 
and  equal  justice  done  to  all.  Now,  sir,  I  ask 
my  oolleagae  what  other  items  are  there  in  the 
bul  from  which  North  Oarolina  can  expect  any 
beneflta,  except  those  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  perhaps  one  other,  that  of  iron  ?  My 
colleague  ia  no  doubt  correct  sa  regards  the 
seaboard  of  North  Oarolina,  and  the  partdcnlar 
section  which  he  represents;  but  with  the 
western  end  of  North  Carolina  it  is  very  differ* 
ent ;  we  have  none  of  tlie  advantages  of  com- 
meroe,  and  oonsequentiy  none  of  the  benefits 
resulting  from  this  lumber  and  molasses  trade ; 
bnt  we  have  in  many  parte  of  North  Carolina, 
a  climate  and  soil  well  adapted  to  the  coltare 
of  hemp,  and  if  other  articles  and  branches  of 
industry  are  to  be  protected,  an  adequate  pro- 
tection on  hemp  wonld  certainly  benefit  those 
who  might  think  proper  to  torn  their  attention 
to  the  growing  of  that  article.  [Here  Ur. 
Bbtan  eipl^ned,  and  said,  hia  colleague  waa 
mistaken  as  regards  hemp ;  he  had  not  intend- 
ed making  any  argument  upon  that  subject : 
he  had  intended  oonfining  his  remarks  ^  the 
single  item  of  molasses.  He  b^ged  leave  to 
aaeure  his  colleagne,  that  he  was  opposed  in 
toto  to  the  tariff  on  principle.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed,  and  said,  he  had  understood 
hia  colleague  as  having  spoken  generally  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  which  was  to  strike  from  the  bill  both 
hemp  and  molasses,  and  he  had  thought  that 
hemp  waa  necessarily  included.  He  was  grati- 
fied, however,  to  learn,  that  the  argument  was 
intended  to  b«  confined  to  molasses,  Bnt  my 
argument,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  equally  applicable 
to  that  article,  and  equally  strong.  It  is  of 
more  importance  to  the  grain  growers  of  North 
Carolina,  (and  they  form  a  large  msjority  of 
the  population  of  the  Btate,)  that  this  item 
shoold  be  retted  In  the  bill,  than  perhaps  any 
other,  and  the  reasons  are  briefly  these :  mo- 
lasses are  imported  in  vast  quantities  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  is  the  material  from  which  ia 
distilled  a  noxious  spirit  commonly  called  in 
North  Oarolina  "  Yankee  mm."  No  one  knows 
better  than  my  colleague,  that  the  whole  sea- 
board of  onr  State  is  inundated  with  this  poi- 
eonons  stuff;  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  seaboard 
only,  for  it  is  thrown  in  vast  quantities  all  over 
the  sontbem  conntry,  and  has  found  its  vtij 
into  as  many  parts  sa  has  their  wooden  docks, 
and  wooden  nutmegs.  Now,  sir,  if  this  dnty  ts 
imposed  upon  molasses,  it  will  have  the  effect 
to  atop  in  a  degree  the  distillation  of  Yankee 
rum,  and  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  qnantity  of 
rum  ia  diminished,  so  will  the  demand  for  do- 
mestic spirila  {whiskey,  &o.)  be  increased ;  and, 
in  this  are  the  only  advantages  to  he  calculated 
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en  bj  tha  hraing  ocHnmnnitj  of  North  Oaro- 
liu.  It  appmia,  tar,  from  odonlation,  or  r&th- 
a  cctiiutM  wbich  twve  t>«en  nude,  that  there 
•r«  ihoat  ei^t  milliona  of  gaUons  of  mm  an- 
trnHj  dbitilled  from  imported  molaatea.  Now, 
ar,  a  thii  diitillatioii  of  foreign  nuUerial  wm 
■bmed,  there  would  be  an  moreased  demand 
for  ute  tpnta  dictjlled  from  domeatio  materials, 
to  t  oarresponding  amount  of  ffaUoits ;  and  if 
Kf  bencAts  are  to  rwolt  from  t£u  "  American 
Srrtan,"  (as  it  haa  been  ohrlBtened,)  I  can  aee 
DOM  to  the  grun  grower,  except  those  which 
n^  i«falt  from  anch  an  increased  dnt;  npon 
BMltMes  as  will  prevent  the  distillation  of 
Trnkee  mm,  thereor  affording  a  most  exten- 
m  market  for  whiakey. 

Mj  colleague  has  uked,  rir,  bnt  asked  it 
nther  in  a  vein  of  hamor,  for  reallj  I  cannot 
Aink  him  seriooa,  "  Whether  we  should  fdt 
itn  legislating  for  the  protection  of  a  noxious 
EoiKir,  which  tends  to  degradation ! "  meaning 
niskej.  Ifow,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  appeal  to  the 
Mudid  decirion  of  my  ooUesffne,  which  is  the 
mat  noxious,  poisonone,  and  degrading  in  its 
BAire,  good  Tje  whiskey  or  mean  Yankee 
mmf  I  will  not  do  my  colleagne  the  injustice 
tB  Hf ,  nr,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  protecting 
or  Anierican  system ;  bnt  if  he  ^onld  be, 
vbit  is  there  that  demands,  in  a  more  eminent 
itptt,  his  protecting  care,  than  the  health  of 
bii  mnstitnents  t  Nothing,  sir.  And  to  that 
wd  I  call  npon  Um  in  sober  serionanen 
to  biirish  Tankee  rnm,  and  sobstitnte  good 
Thiikey. 

Fsm^T,  April  4. 

Ur.  Hamhtok,  from  tbe  Select  Oonunlttoe 
CB  BetrencbmcDt  in  tlie  expenses  of  tlie  Got- 
Bnment,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Sailtai,  That  the  Select  Committee  on  the  lab- 
)NI  of  nlieiichmeat  be  empowered  to  send  for  per- 
BH  ud  pipers,  for  the  purpose  of  contioniug  and 

Hr.  Stboito  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
iwhition  Just  offered  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Bdeet  Committee,  (Ur.  Hakil»>k.)  He  had 
BBTB  been  one  of  those  who  had  denied  the 
Eoistitiitional  power  of  the  House  to  authorize 
t  Bunding  Committee  to  send  for  persons  and 
Wwi.  He  did  not  object  to  it  on  tiat  ground. 
It  might  be  not  only  proper,  hot  sometimes  in- 
bpcnsably  necessary,  to  delegate  this  high 

Ccr  to  a  committee  of  this  Hoiue.  Nor  was 
olgeotion  to  any  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Umbers  of  the  committee.  He  sappoeed,  as 
lia  ris  bomid  to  do,  that  onr  Select,  as  well  as 
Ettoding  Committees,  would  always  exeonte 
U>o  Voct  reposed  in  them  honestly  and  &irly. 
Mt  his  olriection  was  to  the  general,  nnlimited 
P»ni  of  tiis  power,  either  to  this  or  to  any 
*»  ounmittee,  or,  indeed,  to  any  select  body 
«  men.  It  is  a  high  trust — a  great  power.  It 
■  tcnfided  to  this  Hoose;  and  as  it  acts,  when 
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exercised,  and  can  act  only,  npon  the  personal 
-liberty  and  private  confidence  of  the  citizens, 
and  npon  every  citizen,  from  one  extreme  of 
the  oonntry  to  the  other,  he  was  decidedly 
Bgunst  giving  it  to  any  body  of  men,  to  be  ex- 
ercised at  ^eir  will,  and  npon  whom  they 
please.  He  said,  his  opinion  had  been,  and  still 
was,  that  this  power  to  send  for  persona  and 

Jiapera  shonld  never  be  granted,  nnless  the  ob- 
ectfl  of  it  were  specified.  The  witnesses  and 
docnmenta  wanted  onght  to  be  oamed.  This 
can  always  be  done  with  sufficient  certainty. 
The  exercise  of  this  enormous  power  will  tlius 
be  limited  and  safe.  It  will  then  be  always 
nnder  the  control  of  the  Honge.  If  the  honor- 
able mover  of  the  resolution  will  name  the 
witnesses  and  papers,  and  state  that  they  are 
necessary  to  the  proper  investigation  of  the 
matter  in  hand,  he  shall  have  my  support 

lii.  Stobbs  sud,  that,  generdly,  ne  had  no 
objection  to  vesting  the  power  of  sending  for 
persons  and  papers  in  a  committee  of  the 
Moose,  when  uey  asked  it,  if  any  good  reasons 
conld  be  offered  hy  them  for  snch  a  course. 
But  it  was  a  high  power,  and  to  be  exercised 
under  a  sound  discretion — not  on  every  triflins 
occasion,  and  by  no  means  as  a  matter  ei 
course.  He  oould  not  consent  to  vote  for  it, 
unless  some  reasons  were  offered  in  favor  of  it. 
None  had  been  ^ven,  and  he  asked  the  t^ir- 
man  of  tiie  committee  to  inform  the  Honse  for 
what  purpose  the  committee  asked  this  power 
— to  what  subjects  it  was  to  be  applied^— and 
to  show  that  it  was  necessary  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  If  the  House  was  satisfied  oa 
these  points,  be  thought  no  one  would  refiise 
to  grant  them  the  power ;  bnt  he  trusted  that 
they  would  not  vote  for  it  merely  because  it 
was  asked. 

Ifr.  HucLTOH  a^d,  in  rc^Iy,  that  the  oom- 
mittee  had  been  particularly  imarged  to  exam- 
ine into  the  number  of  cletks  in  the  several 
Departments,  and  the  necessity  of  retaining 
them.  In  the  discharge  of  this  dnty,  the  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  b&  on 
all  accounts,  most  proper  to  go  into  an  oral  ex- 
lation,  which  oould  only  be  done,  by  re- 
qoiring  the  attendance  of  the  clerks.  Another 
oljeot,  to  which  their  inquiries  were  to  be 
directed,  was  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Departments.  On  this,  also,  the  committee 
thought  it  material  to  reqnire  a  verbal  explana- 
tion of  the  various  items,  sad  that  the  exami- 
nation should  be  conducted  under  oath.  If  the 
power  requested  shonld  i>e  reused  bj  the 
House,  all  the  time  of  the  committee  would  be 
consumed  in  running  backwards  and  forwards 
and  from  the  Departments.  They  consid- 
ered it  much  more  expedient  to  devote  such 
time  as  could  be  given  to  the  dnties  of  their 
appointment,  to  stated  Bittinsa,  at  which  the 
presence  of  the  clerks,  and  other  persons  to  be 
exsfflined,  should,  from  time  to  time,  tie  re- 
quired. 
The  resolution  was  carried  without  a  oount. 


.Coojj^lc 


ABRIDGMENT  07  THE 


rE.] 


TcESDAT,  April  8. 

The  House  rasnmed  the  ooluideration  of  the 

Tariff  BUL 

Hr.  Mii.T.AHT  moved  the  Bmendment  he  had 
before  offered,  in  Committee  of  the  Wiole, 
with  the  alteration  of  inaertiiig  the  worda 
"  carpets,  and  carpeting,"  after  the  word 
"  bluiketa."  Ur.  Mat.upt  Bupported  the 
amendmeat  at  some  length. 

Ur.  Kbbmxb  delivered  a  ebort  speech  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment,  bnt  in  favor  of  a 
moderate  BjBtem  of  prot«otion. 

Cries  for  the  qneation  were  DOw  loud  in  aU 
porta  of  tbe  HooBe,  when 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ualubt  wm  re- 
jected, b; — yeas  80,  najs  115. 

TciH. — Heaara.  Allen  of  Hue.,  Andenon  of  Pa~, 
Bailr;,' Baldwin,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Barker,  Btnurd, 
Bamef ,  Bartlett,  Butlej,  Bates  of  Hass^  Bmcber, 
Blake,  Brown,  Buckoer,  Back,  BnrKsa,  Batman, 
Cbase,  Clark  of  Sj.,  Condict,  Creigbton,  Crowa- 
icBbield,  DaTenport  of  Ohio,  Datia  of  Maw.,  Dicker- 
son,  Doreey,  Dwight,  Everett,  Garosey,  Gorham, 
Healy,  lloilges,  Hunt,  Ingersoll.  JenniDga,  Jobns, 
Lawrence,  Leffler,  Letcher,  Little,  Locke,  UallaTy. 
Harkell,  Martindale,  Marrin,  McLpan,  Herwin,  Mi- 
ner, O'BrieD,  Pearce,  Phelpa,  Picrson,  Plant,  Reed, 
Richardson,  Rnssell,  Sloane,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Spra^e, 
Stewart,  Strong,  Storrs,  Bnann,  Taylor,  TbompsoD 
cf  New  jersey,  Tracy,  tucker  of  Now  Jerse;r,  Vance, 
Tamnm,  Vinton,  Walea,  Ward,  Whipple,  WhitUe- 
aej,  Wilson  of  Pa.,  ^aa  Wood,  Wooda  of  Ohio, 
Woodcock,  Wright  of  Ohio— 80, 

NaTs. — Measrs.  Addanu,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ya., 
Anderson  of  Maine,  Arcber,  Annatrong,  John  8. 
Barbour,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barlow,  Barringer, 
Bates  of  Missouri,  Balden,  BcU,  Blair,  Brent,  Bryan, 
Bucbanao,  Bimner,  Combreleng,  Carson,  Gorier, 
CliUton,  Claiborne,  (Hark  of  Kew  York,  Conner, 
Coulter,  Crockett,  Culpeper,  Daniel,  Darcnport  of 
Virginia,  Davis  of  Soutli  Carolina,  De  Graft;  Desha, 
Drayton,  Duncan,  EarU,  Findlay,  Floyd  of  Virginia, 
Floyd  of  Georgia,  Fort,  Forward,  Fry,  Garrow,  Gil- 
mer, Greeo,  Gurley,  Hailo,  Halloek,  Hall,  Hauilton, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Bobbie,  HoSlnan,  Holmes,  laacks, 
Seese,  King,  Eremer,  Leconpte,  Lea,  Urtngston, 
Loog,  Lumpkin,  Lvon,  Magee,  Harable,  aardii, 
Maxwell,  McCoy,  MeDuffle,  MeHatton,  Mclntlre, 
McEean,  HcEee,  Mercer,  Uetc*]fe,  MitoheU  of  Pa., 
Mitchell  of  Tenaesaee,  Mooie  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Newton,  Nuckolls,  Oakley,  Orr,  Oven, 
Polk,  Bainaey,  Bipley,  Bives,  Roane,  Sbepperd, 
Bmyth  of  Virginia,  Sprigg,  Btanberry,  Stevenson  of 
Pa.,  Sterigere,  Stower,  Sutherland,  Thompsoa  of  Oa., 
Trezvant,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Turner,  Van 
Horn,  Verplanck,  Washington,  Weema,  Wiokliffe, 
Williams,  John  J.  Wood,  Wolf,  Wright  of  New 
York,  Yancey— lis. 

Ur.  Stbvbkson,  of  Pannsjlvania,  now  moved 
to  amend  the  bill ;  bat  before  an;  decision  was 
had  on  hie  motion, 

The  House  adjoomed. 

TUBSDAT,  April  15. 

TheTarifBiU. 

The  qneaUon  reonrriog  on  tbe  amendment 
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propoeed  b^  Ur.  Gobham,  to  except  ravens  dnok 
from  the  operation  of  the  propoeed  dnty  on  sail 
dnok,  it  was  negatived  b; — jeas  60,  nays  12S. 

Ur.  Bfsagui  moved  to  strike  ont  iho  pro- 
posed dnty  of  t«n  cents  on  molasses,  and  ob- 
■erved,  that  be  shoold  not  enter  into  any  dis- 
onsfiion  of  the  sabjeot,  especially  after  the  re- 
tnarka  which  be  bad  beivd  yesterday ;  for,  as 
several  gentlemen  hadsaid  that  they  woold  re- 
tain this,  and  other  items  of  the  bill,  which  they 
conddered  as  noxioas  in  themselves,  for  the 
ezpreas  purpose  of  destroying  the  bill,  any  ar- 
goment  th^  be  might  ose,  for  tbe  pnrpose  of 
showing  that  tbe  item  was  a  bad  one,  would 
only  operate  with  them  to  prevent  its  reiectiML 

Ur,  BuisKT  sn^eated  a  donbt,  wheuer  dii* 
clause  sbonld  be  stricken  oot,  the  existing 
dnty  wonld  not  thereby  be  abolished,  also; 
and  so  molasKS  become  free  of  all  dnt;  what- 

Jir.  MxsoKB  sbonld  vote  to  strike  ont  tlie 
present  dnty  from  tbe  bill.  He  believed  the 
coontrj  was  abandaotly  capable  of  mpplying 
its  own  sugar  and  molasses,  bnt  was  opposed  to 
interfering,  by  legislation,  to  hasten  that  snpply. 

Ur.  BmioBS  warmly  supported  tbe  motion  of 
Ur.  Bnuana.  He  tbon^nt  the  dnt;  calculated 
to  operate  as  mocb  agunst  the  Uiddle  as  the 
£;aBt«m  Btatee,  asd  b^ieved  that  it  wonld  in- 
jore  the  sngar-growing  parts  of  the  country,  bj 
giving  a  premature  excitement  to  tbe  prodoc- 
tion  of  onr  own  molasses.  He  thonght  it  was 
a  policy  of  indirection,  going  to  ruin  the  trade 
of  the  Ea8t«m  Btates  to  Ailfil  a  paltry  promise 
to  the  mannfactnrera  of  whiskey. 

Ur.  ScTHEBLAND  replied  to  Mr.  Bttboes,  and 
opposed  tbe  motion  tA  strike  ont  He  was  in 
favor  of  carrying  the  American  System  folly 
~  it,  and  let  it  operate  alike  on  all  parta  of  the 


spirits  from  foreign  materials  ehonld  be  disoonr-    I 
aged.    The  southern  country  oonld  fiimish  mo-    j 
lasses  enough  for  the  snpply  of  the  whole 
Union. 

Ur.  B.  read  a  qnotation  from  the  minntM  of 
ttie  HarrisbnTg  Oonvention. 

Ur.  Ualiabt  remarked,  that  be  shonld  bave 
been  very  happy  if  the  gentleman  bad  shown 
an  eqnal  anxiety  to  comply  with  other  ree 
mendations  of  that  convention. 

Ur.  Cohdiot  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  rela- 
tion to  the  duty  on  molasses,  by  striking  ont 
"  ten,"  and  inserting  "  seven  and  a  half  oents  ;** 
which  he  did  by  way  of  making  tbe  olanae  w 
perfect  as  poedble,  before  the  motion  to  strikft 
it  ont  shoidd  be  entertained. 

Ur,  WioBLnra  resumed  his  remarks,  referred 
to  the  speech  of  Ur.  01ay,'in  1834,  on  the  moi 
lassee  duty,  and  explained  how  the  item  oomt 
to  be  thrown  out  from  the  tariff  bill  of  thi 
year.  He  then  adverted  to  the  opcratitMi  4 
the  present  law,  and  contended  that,  by  mixin 
fonr  gallons  of  whiskey  with  one  gallon  of  mo 
lasses,  and  thns  prodaoing  five  gallons  of  Hev 
England  ram,  the  expcvter  of  tbJtt  artioto,  p^' 
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tag  Sve  oenta  duty  on  bis  molaMee,  and  receiv- 
ing twenty  ocntB  drawbaok  on  his  rum,  made  a 
elur  gun  of  fifteen  oents  on  the  five  gallons. 

Hr.  Wkicbi,  of  K.  Y.,  sud  lie  partioolarlj 
tddreaeed  himself  to  g«Ltlemen  sitiULt«d  as  he 
wu  in  relation  to  this  biU.  Since  the  bill  had 
ben  before  tbe  House,  the  dnty  upon  foreign 
ijnrils  had  been  iooreaHed  &om  XO  cents  per 
pQon,  the  inoreaae  proposed  hj  the  Oommittee 
00  Hairafiaetnrea,  to  tS  oants  per  gallon,  in  ad- 
ditioa  to  the  pr«MDt  dntj.  He  uked  whether 
■nj  member  of  the  Honse  lived  in  a  district  of 
caqntTT'  whwe  foreign  spirits  are  not  need  )  So 
br  as  his  knowledge  extended,  snch  could  not 
be  the  ChA.  Will  gentlemen  then  consent  to 
add  15  cents  per  gallcHi  to  the  dntv  npon  for- 
eign q>irila,  and  bnt  2  oenta  to  a  gallon  of  New 
&i^and  roni !  The  efieot  of  socn  a  step  coold 
odIj  be  to  giTe  a  bonntj'  npon  the  maon&otnre 
at  nun  fh>m  molasses,  for  what  is  this  bonn- 
t;  to  be  ^iven  I  The  molasaea  are  Imported. 
Put  them  m  the  ifau»e  (^  ardent  Bpirita,  and  the 
ipirila  thns  obtuned  interfere  directly  with  the 
swrket  for  the  whUcey  made  ttom  the  grain  of 
the  oonntry.  A^  the  irhiskej  the  oonntrj  can 
make,  ud  nuriut,  fiimidiec  a  market  for  Jnst 
so  mnoh  of  the  grain  of  onr  fonnera,  which  now 
wiU  not  s^  and  must  remain  npon  their  hands. 
Thia  is  the  only  view  of  the  sntgect  I  will  pre- 
sent. 

I  Toted  a^mnst  the  dnty  of  16  cents  npon  the 
fimign  spirits.  I  did  think  it  too  high  in  pro- 
portian  to  the  duty  of  6  cents  proposed  upon 
mnlaarn  of  which  the  mm  is  made.  I  now 
sf^teal  to  those  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  15 
e«nts  inorease  npon  foreign  spirits ;  to  the  gen- 
tlooMui  from  Maine,  QSi.  SraAauB,)  who  made 
tbe  motion  to  strike  oot  the  whole  dnt;  npon 
Bobesea,  while  he,  at  the  same  time,  voted  to 
berease  the  dntj  15  cents  npon  the  forei^  spir- 
iti  made  of  the  same  material,  will  they,  matead 
of  prohibiting,  ^ve  a  bounty  npon  the  making 
of  ram  from  for^gn  molassee )  Have  they  no 
%pTig'^  no  Kfpvd  for  those  who  use  the  for- 
«)fn  nirits  f  Will  they  compel  them  to  use  the 
Vew  Enicland,  instead  of  the  West  India  rnm? 
That  AtSl  not  be  my  oonrse.  If  onr  own  gpirits 
cannot  have  the  market,  if  the  Ibreign  molasses 
or  the  foreign  rnm  mnst  be  imported  tooonfliot 
with  the  «3e  of  onr  wUakey,  I  am  willing  the 
cananmer  shonld  take  his  election  whion  be 
will  brin^  into  the  oonntry.  I  will  not  oonsent 
to  pnAlbit  the  one  by  an  extravagant  duty,  and 
Isava  the  other  witbont  any,  or  vritb  a  UMninal 


Mr.  OoNDiOT  observed  in  reply,  that  he  was 
one  of  Uiose  who  had  votod  to  inorease  the 
iatj  on  imported  ram ;  he  had  done  so  on 
iriaeiple,  and  was  always  ready  to  vote  to  In- 
enaw  aneh  a  doty.  He  would  vote  for  an  ex- 
(BN  on  domeatio  apirita,  and  did  not  consider 
tbat  thia  vaa  at  all  inconsistent  with  redneing 
fte  iutf  oa  mtdasses,  ught  millions  of  gallons 
ef  wlueh  waa  need  for  food,  to  three  millions 
wUdi  was  diatiUed. 

Ml  MaixtXDAis  iqdied  to  his  otdleivne, 
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Q£i.  Wbisht,)  and  wished  to  know  how  this 
daty  would  reaoh  the  western  fannera,  bat 
through  the  western  distillers.  No  posBible 
protection  could  bring  the  whiskey  of  the  West- 
era  States  to  compete  in  New  Zngland  with 
the  mm  distilled  there,  because  New  En^and 
had  nothing  to  give  to  the  West  for  whiskey, 
but  could  exobauge  all  her  products  for  molasses 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  MiToaaix,  of  S.  Carolina,  sud :  he  should 
vote  for  rettuntng  the  dnty  on  molasses,  becanae 
he  believed  that  keeping  it  in  the  bUt  would 
get  votes  against  the  final  passage  of  the  hill ; 
and  if  the  bill  must  pass,  ne  wished  the  poor 
to  be  made  to  feel  its  oppreesive  operation, 
that  a  stronger  interest  Q>ight  be  created  in 
the  oountry  against  the  Tariff  System. 

Kr.  WsioHT,  of  Ohio,  said:  Sir,  I  am  in  &vor 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  irosa  New 
Jeney,  (Mr.  Ooxdici  ;)  it  is  similar  nearly  to 
one  I  had  prepared,  and  was  about  to  offer.  I 
woald  not  strike  molasaea  from  the  bill ;  it  is 
an  article  that  I  think  will  bear  an  inoreaaed 
du^r,  and  so  far  as  it  is  brought  into  the 
oonntry  for  distillation,  a  duty  equal  to  that 
proposed  in  the  bill,  or  even  hi^er.  The 
article  is  one  of  ^«at  bulk  for  its  v^ne,  incon- 
venient to  handle,  and  hazardous  to  keep ;  oca 
chargeable  with  high  freight  on  its  transporta- 
tion. These  things  operate  of  themselves  to 
protect  the  production  of  it  in  this  conntiy 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Beyond  thia,  tbe 
duty  imposed  on  its  importation  by  the  existing 
law  is  eqnal  to  50  or  7G  per  cent,  of  its  value, 
at  the  vlaoe  whence  imported.  If  I  am 
correct,  uie  duty  of  ID  cents  the  gallon  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  would  be  from  100  to  125 
per  cent.  This  is  a  duty  altogether  dispropoi- 
tionad  to  the  other  proposibons  in  the  ciiU. 
Much  tbe  greatest  moietr  of  this  article  enters 
into  the  consumption  of  the  middling  classes  and 
poor  families^  lor  food  and  common  culinary 
purposea — it  is  wholesome,  and  nutritious — its 
consumption  in  that  way  should  be  encouraged. 
Wliy  then  is  it  propoeed  to  Jevy  a  duty  on  this 
article  higher  than  any  other  article  in  the  bill  1 
I  will  not  impute  improper  motivea  t{i  any  one, 
but  I  may  advert  to  what  has  passed  here 
before  oar  eyes.  The  gentieman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Caubsmlmso^  who  has  been  a  oon- 
sistent  and  warm  opponent  of  all  tarifis,  saya 
that  the  tariff  law  of  1624  would  never  have 
passed  if  molasses  bad  not  bew  strieken  out.  I 
recollect  well  the  time  alluded  to,  and  tJien  ' 
believed  as  I  do  now,  that  bat  for  tbe  reason 
given  by  the  gentleman,  the  act  of  1821  never 
wonld  have  passed.  I  voted  then  to  strike  out 
molassee,  because  I  was  then  as  now  friendly  to 
affording  protection  to  American  industry  and 
then  as  now  opposed  to  the  genUeman  from 
New  York ;  and  because  I  was  not  willing  to 
sacrifice  a  great  measure  merely  to  gratify  a 
desire  to  retain  an  article  in  tbe  bill  for  experi- 
ment's sake,  however  mnoh  the  prqjeot  might 
be  the  favorite  of  a  friend,  whose  opinitm  I 
respected.    The  vote  that  straok  this  article 
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from  the  bill  of  1824,  I  have  never  heard 
Bured  in  an;  part  of  tLe  coimti?.  I  vn  i 
as  J  was  in  1824,  friendly  to  the  system  of 
protection — I  feel  aniioos  to  pass  an  effitieat 
act,  one  that  will  revive  the  desponding  and 
depressed  interests  of  the  oountry.  It  is 
notoriooB  that  the  item  imposing  a  high  duty 
on  molasses,  bearing  as  it  does  almost  ezela- 
sively  on  one  section  of  the  conntrj,  jeopards 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  as  it  did  in  1824 — 
the  tas  on  this  article  has  not  been  prayed 
for  by  any  portion  of  the  country,  I  will  not 
say  it  was  iotrodnced  into  the  bill,  at  the  rate 
of  dnty  affixed  to  it,  with  the  design  to  defeat 
the  bill,  but  I  do  think  its  tendency  is  to  defeat 
it;  and  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (Ur. 
OutBBKLBNs,)  whose  hostility  to  tlie  systci 
BO  one  will  question,  says  he  will  vote  t 
ret^n  this  burthenEome  dnty,  as  a  means  of 
defeating  the  bill ;  or,  if  it  fail  to  prodnce  that 
effect,  in  the  hope  that  by  its  severe  operation 
upon  the  poor,  it  will  be  so  sensibly  felt,  and 
be  so  generally  deprecated,  as  to  prodnce  dis- 
content and  uann,  and  make  converts  to  his 
anti-tariff  doctrines.  The  same  sentiments 
have  been  avowed  by  the  gentlemen,  from 
Soutb  Carolina,  Qb.  MrroHBLL,)  ftom  Georgia, 
(Mr.  GtLMSR,)  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  WxRiis,) 
and  others.  These  gentlemen  are  all  known  to 
be  bitter  enemies  lat«  of  the  tariff.  They 
openly  and  frankly  avow  their  determination 
to  vote  for  this  dnty,  and  for  the  highest  rate 
of  duty  on  articles  of  common  use,  to  raise  the 
price,  oppress  the  consamer,  to  make  the 
system  odions,  and  eventually  to  destroy  all 
protection.  Now,  sir,  can  I,  who  have  always 
been  a  friend  to  the  system,  with  the  declara~ 
tions  made  in  open  day,  thinking  now  as  I  did 
in  1824,  that  tne  retention  of  this  high  and 
onerous  dnty  endangers  the  system,  can  I, 
desirooB  as  I  am  that  some  bill,  if  it  afford  but 
slight  increase  of  protection  to  the  great,  suffer- 
ing, and  crying  interests  of  the  conntry,  should 
pass  to  save  them  f^om  total  prostration  of 
ruin,  fall  in  with  our  adversaries,  unite  with 
our  open  and  avowed  enemies,  aid  to  advance 
their  plan  of  operations,  to  retain  in  the  bill  an 
item  they  think  and  intend  shall  defeat  and 
destroy  the  measnre  altosether! 

Mr,  'Woodcock  replied  to  Mr,  Weioht,  of 
Hew  York,  and  explained  the  reason  why  he 
had  voted  for  an  increased  duty  on  foreign 
epirits,  referred  to  the  testimony  on  the  subject 
*  of  whiskey,  and  remonstrated  against  taxing 
an  article  of  such  general  and  important  use  as 
molasses,  to  encourage  Western  distillation. 

Mr.  Bdohahan  professed  ta  bq  a  dedded 
friend  to  the  policy  of  protecting  domestic  In- 
dustry, bat  his  attachment  to  the  bill  would  be 
grea^  diminished  if  the  dnty  on  molasses 
ahould  be  stricken  ont.  He  contended  that 
every  three  gallons  of  molasses,  imported  into 
this  country,  to  be  manufactured  into  New 
England  rum,  took  the  place  of  one  bushel  of 
corn  or  rye ;  and  that,  for  each  cent  per  gallon, 
which  was  added  to  the  price  of  whiskey,  the 
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distillers  in  his  district  could,  and  did  give  an 
additional  price,  of  between  two  and  three  cents 
per  bushel  for  gridn.  He  had  voted  to  strike 
out  the  dnty  on  molasses  in  1824,  te  save  tlie 
tariff  bin,  but  should  not  do  so  again. 

Mr.  LtviHostoti  said,  that  the  debate  had 
hitherto  been  oondncted,  as  if  only  two  inter- 
ests in  the  country  were  concerned  in  this  duty 
on  molasses — the  navigating  and  the  grain 
growing  interest  They  both  seemed  to  forget 
Qiat  there  was  a  third  porty^  which  consisted 
of  those  who  produced  domestic  molasses.  This 
duty,  if  laid,  would  operate  to  protect  not  only 
the  growers  of  grain,  but  the  growers  of  sugar. 
There  was,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  land  ca- 
pable of  producing  enough  sugar  and  molaasee 
to  supply  the  whole  consumption  of  the  United 
States.  There  were  upwards  of  a  million  of 
acres,  each  of  which  wonld  prodnce  siity  gal' 
Ions  of  molasses.  The  eastern  traders  could  as 
well  take  their  molasses  from  New  Orleans,  aa 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  might  give  the  same 
articles  in  exchange  for  it.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  believing  that  it 
would  pass,  he  wished  his  constituents  to  have 
some  share  in  the  benefit,  if  any  was  to  grow 
ont  of  it. 

Mr.  SFKiotra  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  WiOK- 
UFTE,  and  denied  that  there  was  any  proo£ 
either  that  four  gallons  of  whiskey  were  mixed 
with  one  gallon  of  molasses,  or  titat  mm,  thoa 
produced,  wss,  by  fraud  and  peijnry,  exported 
for  the  benefit  of  drawback.  Such  charges 
should  not  be  made  without  evidence. 

Mr.  Woons,  of  Ohio,  sud,  he  should  not  con- 
trovert the  statement  of  Mr.  Wiokutf*,  but,  if 
it  was  a  fact,  that  every  gallon  of  molasses  was 
a  sponge  to  drink  up  four  gallons  of  whiskey, 
the  people  of  his  district  wonld  be  very  glad  to 
hear  of  it^  and  the  importation  of  molasses 
ought  certainly  to  be  encouraged.  With  snoh 
a  premium,  the  people  of  New  England  could 
well  afford  to  buy  up  and  re-distil  the  wiuskey 
of  the  West,  or,  if  not,  the  people  of  the  Weet 
oonld  afford  to  do  it  fbr  themselves. 

Mr.  WioKLiFFE,  aA«r  recommending  to  Mr. 
Woods  to  sue  ont  a  patent  for  his  mode  of  cal- 
culation,  replied  to  Mr.  SpsAanE,  denied  his 
own  knowledge  as  to  the  proportion  in  which 
wiuskey  was  mixed  with  molasses,  or  as  to  its 
exportation  for  benefit  of  drawback,  but  quoted 
a  passage  from  the  minutes  of  the  Hamsbo^ 
Convention,  respecting  certain  expoH«  from 
Baltimore.  He  repelled  the  iuHnnations  nhicli 
had  been  thrown  ont  as  to  the  motives  of  thoee 
who  refused  to  so  the  whole  length  to  which 
I  friends  of  ue  tariff  system  were  disposed 
to  carry  it. 

Mr.  Spbaodk  replied,  repeated  his  demand 
for  proof  as  to  fraud  and  perjury,  explained  tt» 
quotation  which  Hr.  Wiokliffb  hod  made,  that 

fintleman  having  supposed  that  whiskey.  New 
ngland  rum,  apple  brandy,  and  peach  brandy, 
were  all  mixed  in  one  cask,  because  they  were 
all  mentioned  in  one  sentence. 
After  some  e^Ianation  between  Mwiiii  ii  Fob- 
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-VABD  and  Spsaouk,  bb  to  the  mixture  of  whia- 
ifj  and  molasses,  and  another  explanation  hj 
Hr.  LoKQ,  as  to  the  motives  of  hie  yote  in  1834, 
the  qnestion  was  pnt  on  Mr.  Oonsiot'ij  amend- 
meat,  ^to  strike  ont  ten  and  insert  WTen,)  and 
decidea  in  the  negative,  bf — jeaa  96,  noes  104. 

The  qnestdon  was  then  pnt  on  Mr.  SpBAaux'a 
KDeadment,  (to  Btrike  out  the  duty,)  which  was 
also  decided  in  the  negative,  b^— jeas  6a, 
Btmi  Hi- 

Mr.  Tasd  demanded  tbe  prevlona  oneBtion, 
aitd  the  demand  was  sustained  by  the  House — 
iLjea  107. 

Tbe  Speaker,  then,  by  request,  stated  the 
effect  of  the  previous  qoestion ;  whidi  would 
be  not  to  set  aside  any  of  the  amendments 
irluch  had  been  adopted,  but  to  preclude  all 
&rtlter  amendment  and  farther  debate. 

He  then  put  the  previous  question,  In  the  fol- 
lovring  woids :  "Shall  the  main  question  now 
be  pat  T "  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
bj — J9M  110,  nays  91. 

Tlie  Speaker  tiien  put  the  mwD  question,  in 
tbe  following  words :  ■'  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
groned  and  read  the  third  time  1 " 

Hr.  Rku  then  demanded  that  the  main  qnes- 
tiaa  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered ;  they  stood  as  fbllows : 

TsAs. — ICtMis.  Anderson  of  Fa.,  Anutrang, 
Baldwio,  Bubor  of  Codd.,  Bartow,  Bamard,  Bart- 
Vaj,  Beecher,  Belden,  BUke,   Brown,   ~    ~ 


OOolter,  CreighUni,  Cnxrninshield,  DanSel,  Daven- 
•Oft  of  Oluo,  De  Orair,  Dickinson,  DuDcan,  Dwight, 
■aril,  FindUy,  Forward,  Fry,  Gale,  Garaiey.  Garrow, 
Gnen,  Sarrey,  Heaty,  Hobbie,  Hofflnan,  Hnnt,  lug- 
bam,  Jeniiiaga,  Johos,  Keew,  King,  Kremi      ' 
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OiT,  Pbdpa,  Pienen,  Ramsey,  KuaseU,  Sloaoe,  Smith 
ef  iBdwoa,  Slvigg,  Btanb«Ty,  BlerensoD  of  Pa., 
SBnigete,  Stewart,  Btorrs,  Stower,  Strong,  Swmnn, 
Swift,  Sotheriand,  Taylor,  ThompaoQ  of  N.  J.,  Traay, 
^Wfcer  of  N.  J.,  Tanoe,  Taa  Horn,  Yan  ReiuseUer, 
Tioion,  WalM,  Whipple,  WbitUeuy,  Wickliffe,  WU- 
M*  of  Pa^  John  J.  Wood,  Klaa  Wood,  Woods  of 
OUo,  Woodcot^  Wol^  Wright  of  Kew  York, 
Wi^t  of  Ohio,  Tancey— 109. 

MjtTB. — Moan.  Ateiander,  AQen  of  Uass.,  Allen 
«#Tb.,  Alston,  Anderson  of  Kaine,  Archer,  Bailey, 
J«lw  S.  BarfaODT,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Baricer,  Barney, 
Bhrrinser,  Bartlett,  Bate^  Bell,  BWr,  Brent,  Bryan, 
BatmMii,  Camtw«leng,  Oarsoo,>  Carter,  CUbome, 
Coomer,  Crockett,  Cntpeper,  Daveeport  of  Virginia, 
IlB.vte  €>r  Mast.,  Davis  of  South  Oaroliua,  Desha,  Dor- 
■ey,  Drayton,  Everett,  Floyd  of  Va.,  Floyd  of  Geo., 
Vmt,  OOBer.  Qorham,  Qnriey,  Eaile,  Hallock,  Hall, 
" — ^'~  Haynei,  Hodzei,  Holmes,  IngersoU, 
em,  Uvineaton,  Locke,  Long,  Lumi^ilD, 
9,  KsfUn,  MoOnffle,  Molntire,  HcKee,  Mer- 
«K,  MhcbcQ  of  a  G.,  Uitehell  of  Tennessee,  Hooie 
af  al.h.in.,  Newton,  Nnckolls,  Oakley,  O'Briea, 
Oven,  Peaice,  Plant,  Folk,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rich- 
MilscWi  Bijiej,  Rivea,  Boane,  Shepperd,  Sniith  of 
Ta.,  ^tagoe,   Taliaferro,   Thompson  of  Georgia, 


Trezrant,  Tucker  ef  South  Carolina,  Turner,  Var- 
num,  Terplanck,  Ward,  Washington,  Wsems, 
Wilde,  WlUlams,  Wingate— 91. 

So  the  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  in  the  following  form : 

A  BILL  in  alteration  of  (he  several  acta  imposing 
duties  on  ImportB. 

Bt  it  madtd,  Ac.  That,  from  and  after  the  thii^ 
tietb  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  in  Ijea  of  the  duCiea  now  imposed  by 
law  on  the  importation  of  the  articles  hereioafter 
tnentioned,  there  shall  be  levieti,  oellected,  and  paid, 
the  following  duties ;  that  is  to  say : 

lat.  On  iron,  in  bare  or  bolts,  not  nuuin&ctared, 
in  whole,  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  cent  per  pound. 

2d.  On  bar  and  bolt  iron,  made  wholly,  or  in  part, 
by  rolling,  thirtyHSevea  doUan  per  ton. 

Sd.  On  iron,  in  pin,  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents 
per  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds. 

4th.  On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
fourteen,  six  cents  per  pound,  and  over  number 
fourteen,  ten  cents  per  pound. 

Sth.  On  round  iron,  or  brazier's  rods,  of  threa- 
siiteenths  to  eight-uiteenths  of  an  inch  diameter, 
inclusive ;  and  on  iron  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit  or 
rolled;  and  on  iron  in  sheets,  and  hoop  iron  ;  and 
on  iron  slit  or  rolled  for  band  iron,  scroll  iron,  or 
casement  rods,  three  and  one-half  cents  per  pound. 

eth.  On  axes,  adzes,  drawing  knives,  cutting 
knives,  sickles,  or  reajHug  hooks,  scythes,  spadeau 
shovels,  squares  of  iron  or  steel,  bridle  bits  of  all 
descriptions,  steel-yards  and  soale  beams,  socket 
chisels,  vices,  and  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called 
wood  screws,  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  addition 
to  the  present  rate  of  dnty. 

Tth.  On  steel,  one  dollar  and  Bfty  cents  per  one 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds. 

Sec.  a.  And  bt  itfurthtr  tnaeiai,  That,  from  and 


after  tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hoadred  and  twenty-eight,  there  shall  be  levted, 
collected,  and  paid,  on  the  importati<ni  of  the  arti- 


cles hereinafter  mentioned,  the  following  duties  in 
Ilea  of  those  now  Imposed  by  law : 

1st.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  4  cents  per  pound; 
and  dso  in  addition  thereto,  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
until  the  30th  day  of  June,  1829  from  which  time 
an  additional  ad  valorem  duty  of  five  per  cent,  slialf 
be  imposed  annually,  until  tbe  whole  of  said  ad  va- 
lorem duty  shall  amount  to  SAy  per  cent.  And  all 
wool,  imported  on  tbe  skin,  shall  be  estimated  as  to 
weight  and  value,  and  shall  pay  tbe  same  rate  of 
duties  as  other  imported  wooL 

id.  On  manoTactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  woo] 
shall  be  a  compiment  part,  (except  carpetings,  blan- 
keta,  worsted  stnffgoods,  bomlwanes,  no^eir,  mits^ 
^vea,  caps,  and  bindings^)  the  actual  value  of  which, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  fifty 
cents  the  square  yard,  there  shall  be  levied,  co^ 
lected,  and  paid,  £0  cents  on  every  square  yard : 
Provided,  That  on  all  manu&ctarei  of  wool,  excent 
flannels  and  baizes,  the  actual  value  i^  wlilch,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  88  1  -  8 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  pay  fourteen  cents  per 
square  yard. 

Sd.  Oa  an  manufactures  of  wool,  ot  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part  (except  as  afbresaid)  tb« 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  exceed  fifty  cents  the  square  yard,  and  ahall  not 
exceed  one  dollar  the  square  yard,  there  shall  ba 
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leried,  coUectad,  uA  p^d,  >  dotj  of  40  cent 
eTery  square  yird. 

4th.  OniUJmMiD&ctiiretofirool.orof  wbichwoot 
■hall  be  a  component  part,  except  as  aforesaid,  tbe 
actual  Talue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  iioponed, 
tball  exceed  one  dollar  the  square  yard,  and  ihaH 
not  exceed  two  dollus  aod  flft;  cents  the  iquare 
jard,  there  ahall  be  leried,  collected,  and  paid,  ~ 
dntf  of  one  dollar  on  ererj  B<juare  yard. 

etb.  All  mannfaetures  of  wool,  or  of  whlob  wool 
■hall  be  a  compoDCDt  part,  except  as  aforesaid,  the 
actual  Talue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  exceed  two  dollars  and  BRj  cenU  the  square 
yard,  and  shall  not  exceed  four  dollars  the  square 
yard,  shall  be  deemed  to  baTe  coit  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  four  dollars  the  eqaare  yard,  and 
a  doty  of  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  on  rich  vsloation. 

6th.  OnallmaDuftctQretof  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
■ball  be  a  component  part,  except  as  aforesaid,  the 
actual  value  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
shall  exceed  four  dollars  the  square  yard,  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  duty  of  forty-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Tth.  Od  woollen  blankets,  hosiery,  mils,  gloves, 
and  bindings,  thirty-five  per  cent-  ad  valorem. 

Stb.  On  BruBseti,  Turkey,  and  WUton  carpet*  and 
carpeting,  seventy  cents  per  square  yard.    On  all 


pets  and  carpedngs,  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  or  cotton, 
or  parts  of  either,  thirty-two  cents  per  square  yard. 
On  all  patent  floor-cloths,  fifty  cents  per  square 
yard.  On  oil  cloth,  other  tbaa  that  usually  denom- 
iDuted  pateot  floor-ciolh,  twenty-five  cents  per  square 
yard.  On  furtuture  oil  cloth,  fifteen  cents  per  square 
yard.  On  fioor  matUug,  made  of  fii^  or  other  ma- 
terials, fifteen  cents  per  square  yard. 

Sec.  8.  And  bi  it/urtlurr  tnacttd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thonsaod  eight 
huodred  and  twenty-eigbt,  there  be  levied,  collect- 
ed, and  paid,  on  the  Importation  of  the  following 
articles,  in  lieu  of  tbe  duty  now  imposed  by  law : 

Ist.  On  unmanufactured  hemp,  forty-five  dollars 
per  ton,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane,  ooe  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine;  from  which  tJme, 
five  dollars  per  ton  in  addition  per  annum,  until  the 
duty  shall  amount  to  BXty  dollars  per  ton.  On  cot- 
ton bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard, 
until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  nine,  and  afterwards  a  duty  of 
flva  cents  per  square  yard. 

id.  On  unmanufactured  flal,  thirty-five  dollara 
per  ton,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
Mnd  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  from  which 
time  an  additional  duty  of  five  dollars  per  too,  per 
annum,  until  the  duty  shall  amount  to  nxty  dolUrs 
per  ton. 

Sd.  On  hUI  duck,  nine  cents  the  square  yard. 

4th.  On  molasses,  ten  cents  per  gallon. 

ECh.  On  alt  imparted  distilled  spirit*,  fifteen  cents 
per  gallon,  hi  addidon  to  the  duty  now  Imposed  by 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  maeled,  That,  from  and 
after  tbe  thirtieth  day  of  Jnne,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eigbt,  no  drawback  of  duty 
shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  spirit, 
distilled  in  tbe  United  Slates,  from  molasses;  no 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  any  quantity  of  sail- 
duck,  lees  than  fifty  bolts,  exported  In  one  ship  or 
vessel,  at  any  one  Ume.    And  in  all  eases  of  draw- 
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back  of  dudes  claimed  on  cordsge  manubctored 
&am  foreign  hemp,  the  amount  of  drawback  ahall 
be  computed  by  tbe  quantity  of  hemp  used,  and  ex- 
cluding the  weight  of  tar,  and  aU  other  materials 
need  in  manofacturing  the  cordage. 

Sec  6.  And  be  itjvrtKtr  enaettd,  That,  fi^m  and 
after  the  thirtieth  ijay  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-e^t,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  psld,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  imposed 
by  law,  on  wudow  glaaa,  of  the  sixes  above  ten  in^ 
et  by  fifteen  inches,  five  dollars  for  one  huadred 
square  ftet :  Provided,  that  all  window  ^ass  im- 
ported in  plates,  or  sheets  uncut,  shall  be  cbargo- 
able  with  tlie  same  rate  of  duty.  On  vials  and  bot- 
tles, not  exceeding  the  capacity  of  six  ounces  each, 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  grass. 

Bee.  6.  And  is  it  further  eniuied,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  <Uy  of  June,  one  thonaand  right 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  impooed 
by  law,  on  tH  imported  roofing  elates  not  eaeeeding 
twelve  inches  in  length,  by  six  inches  in  width,  four 
dollan  per  ton ;  on  ul  such  slates,  exceeding  twelve, 
and  not  exceeding  fourteen  Inches  in  lenrtb,  five 
dollars  per  ton ;  on  all  slates  eiOMdlog  foarteon 
inches,  and  not  eioeedinK  EnxtMii  inohes  in  kmgtli, 
six  dollars  per  ton ;  on  allslatea  exceeding  nxteea 
inches,  and  not  eiceedine  ^hteen  loofaes,  seven 
dollars  per  ton ;  on  all  slates  exceeding  eighteen 
and  not  exceeding  twenty  inches  in  length,  eight 
dollars  per  ton ;  on  slates  exceeding  twenty,  and 
not  exceeding  twenty-four  inches,  tthie  didlara  per 
ten ;  end  on  ul  slates  exceeding  twsaty-fonr  inches, 
ten  dollars  per  ton.  And  that,  in  lieu  of  the  [H«aeDt 
dudes,  there  t>e  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  dat;  of 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  centum,  ad  Valorem,  on 
all  imported  cyphering  slatea. 

Sec.  1.  And  be  Ufmi/itr  enaeted,  ThW  aU  cottoa 
cloths  whatsoever,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  shaB 
be  a  component  material,  excepting  nankeens  im- 
ported  direct  from  China,  the  original  cost  of  which 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  tbe  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  from  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per 
cent.  If  imported  from  any  other  place,  shall  bo 
less  than  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  shftll, 
with  such  addidon,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  haw 
coat  thirty-five  cents  the  sqoare  yard,  and  charged 
with  duty  accordingly. 

Beo.  S.  And  be  a  fiartiurtnaeltd,  That,  In  aUcaaea 
where  the  duty  which  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be 
imposed,  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  msrohandisea,  im- 
ported into  tbe  United  States,  shall,  by  law,  be  le^ 
ulaCed  by,  or  be  directed  to  be  estimated  or  levied 
upon  the  value  of  the  square  yard,  or  of  any  other 
quantity  or  parcel  thereof;  and  in  all  cases  when) 
there  is  or  shall  be  imposed  any  ad  valorem  raM  oT 
duty  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchaadises,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  the  dnty 
of  the  Collector  within  whose  district  the  same  ahaU 
be  imported  or  entered,  to  cause  the  actual  vshis 
thereof^  at  the  time  and  place  from  which  the  same 
shall  have  been  imported  mio  the  United  Stataa,  to  be 
appraised,  estimated,  and  asoertwned,  and  die  nnn- 
ber  of  yuds,  parcels,  or  qnantitiea,  and  such  actual 
valne  of  every  of  them,  as  the  case  may  requiie : 
and  it  shall,  In  every  such  case,  be  tbe  duty  of  tbo 
appraisers  of  the  United  StatM,  and  of  every  of 
them,  and  of  every  other  person  who  shall  act  ■■ 
such  appraiser,  by  iU  the  reasonable  ways  and  means 
in  his  or  Aelr  power,  to  asoertain,entinate,Bnd  ap- 
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tmiae  tbe  trtw  uid  acCiul  T>tue,  aiijr  toToice,  o 
ld>*it  tbereto,  to  tba  contrary  DOtwiLhtUnding,  of 
(he  nid  goods,  wares,  ind  merchuidiBB,  at  tlie  time 
a>d  pUe«  from  whence  the  ume  shtU  hare  beeo 
inporied  into  the  United  Stales,  and  the  nomber  of 
Mch  Tarda,  parcel*,  or  qwuititiee,  and  socb  actual 
Tahw  of  eT«7  of  them,  aa  tbe  case  may  require ; 
■Bd  aU  rach  goods,  wares,  or  merchanduei,  bung 
nannfactorea  of  wool,  or  whereof  wool  shall  be  a 
coBponent  part,  whidi  shall  be  imported  into  tbe 
Uoiled  States  in  an  nnfinishcd  condition,  shall, 
in  everj  such  appraisal,  be  taken,  deemed,  and  esti- 
MMted,  by  the  «ud  appraiseiB,  and  every  of  them, 
and  every  person  who  ahall  act  le  sach  appraiser,  to 
have  b«Mi,  at  Che  dme  and  |dace  ftom  whence  tbe 
tanw  were  imported  into  the  United  States,  of  ■* 
great  Talne,  as  if  tbe  aame  had  been  entirely  finished. 
And  to  the  Talne  of  the  aaid  goods,  wares,  and  mei^ 
fhaiirlisf ,  *a  ascertained,  there  sliall,  in  all  cases 
«rhav  (tus  same  ai«  or  aliall  be  charged  with  an  ad 
Tvk>ren  duty,  be  added  all  charge*  except  insor- 
■nee,  and  also  twenty  per  centum  on  the  said  actual 
*ahie  and  charges,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of 
Bood  Hope,  or  any  place  beyond  tbe  same,  or  fi\)m 
beyond  Cape  Born;  or  tea  per  centum  if  &am  any 
other  iJace  or  country  ;  and  the  said  ad  Talorem 
tatea  of  duty  shall  be  esdmaled  on  such  segregate 
■aioimt ;  any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
vilhatanding :  Provided,  That,  in  alt  cases  where 
Kuy  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  subject  to  ad  va- 
lofem  duty,  or  whereon  the  duty  ia  or  itiall  be  by 
lav  Tegalatcd  by,  or  be  directed  to  he  cstunated  or 
levied  upon,  tbe  Tatwi  of  the  square  yard,  or  any 
other  qnantitj  or  parcel  thereof^  ^all  bare  been 
faapcwted  iiil«  the  United  States  from  a  country 
mill  I  than  that  in  which  the  wns  were  manu&o- 
toied  or  produced,  the  appraisers  «ball  value  the 
lane  at  the  current  value  thereof^  at  tbe  time  of 
■■ch  last  eiportation  to  tbe  United  Btates,  in  the 
coButry  where  the  same  may  have  been  originally 
BunniactnTed  or  prodnced. 

Sec-  9.  And  he  itfvrlher  eiUKtad,  That,  hi  all  cases 

where  tbe  actual  value  to  be  appraised,  estimated, 

and    aocertalned,  as  hereinbefore   stated,  of  any 

nods,  wane,  or  merchandise  imported  into   the 

United  States,  and  subject  lo  any  ad  valorem  duty, 

•r  wbereoa  the  duty  is  regulated  by,  or  directed  to 

be  imposed  or  levied  on,  the  value  of  the  square 

yard,  or  other  parcel  or  qnaatity  thereof,  ihall,  by 

■an  per  centum,  exceed  the  invoice  value  thereof 

ia  aiiditioil  to  tbe  duly  Imposed  by  law  on  the  same, 

"  '    y  had  been  invoiced  at  their  real  value,  a* 

aid,  there  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  tbe 

goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  fifty  per  ccnt- 

if  the  duly  so  imposed  on  tbe  same  goods, 

I,  and  merchandise,  wben  fairly  invoiced :  Fro- 

,  always.  That  nothing  in  this  lection  contain- 

lall  be  construed  to  impose  the  said  last-men- 

i  duty  of  fifty  per  centum,  for  a  variance  be- 

I  tbe  bona  fide  invoice  of  goods  produoed  In 

taniier  specified  in  tbe  [»Dviso  to  the  seventh 

m  of  tbie  act,  and  the  current  value  oF  tbe  said 

[■*"''"'  in  the  country  where  tbe  Same  may 

been  otigiaally  manoiactnred  or  produced: 

fortfaer.  That  the  penalty  of  fiftv  per  centum, 

lad  bj  the  thirleanik  eection  of  the  act,  entitled 

act  ■applemeotaiy  to,  and  to  amend,  tbe  act, 

ed  '  An  act  to  r^ulate  the  collection  of  duties 

ipona  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of 

h,  wie  tbooeand  seven  hundred  and  oioety- 

■md  fbr  other  pnrpoMS,' "  approved  March  first, 
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one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  apply  or  attach  to  any  good*, 
ware*,  or  merchandise,  wblcb  shall  be  subject  to  the 
addidonal  duty  of  filly  per  centum,  a*  aforesaid,  im- 
posed 1^  this  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  tbe  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  direction  of  tbe  Freudent  of  the  United  States, 
from  lime  to  time,  to  establish  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, not  iaconsisteut  with  tbe  laws  of  the  United 
State*,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
think  proper,  to  secure  a  just,  fallbfhl,  and  impartial 
appraisal  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  as 
aforesdd.  Imported  into  the  Uaited  State*,  and  just 
and  proper  entries  of  such  actual  value  thereof,  and 
of  the  square  yards,  parcels,  or  other  quantiUes 
thereof^  as  the  case  may  require,  and  of  such  actual 
value  of  every  of  tbem ;  and  it  ahall  be  the  duly 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  report  all  such 
mles  and  regulations,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  to 
tbe  then  next  seaiioii  of  Congress. 
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"Was  then  read  a  tbird  time ;  and  tbe  ques- 
tion being,  "  Shall  thie  bill  pae*)" 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
at  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  con- 
cluded hia  speech  by  a  motion  that  it  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  MrroQELL,  of  Bonth  Oarolina,  on  the 
same  dde,  concluded  a  speech  of  considerable 
length,  by  saying,  that  he  Bbonld  vote  in  sup- 
port of  the  present  motion,  and,  if  it  did  not 
sncoeed,  shoold  vote  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Missonri,  said  he  wonid  taJca 
this  occssion  briefly  to  offer  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  would  govern  bis  vote  upon  the 
present  qnestian.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
well  versed  in  the  nice  calculations  and  diversi- 
fied interests  involved  in  this  complicated  sab- 
ject ;  bnt,  from  the  inception  of  the  bill  to  the 
present  moment,  when  it  is  almost  consum- 
mated, he  had  endeavored  to  conform  his  votes 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  his  constitnents.  And  wben  bo 
doubted,  he  had  governed  himself  by  the  better 
judgment  of  tbose  who  are  well  informed  of  the 
present  state  of  tbe  wicnltnral  and  mannfao- 
tnring  interests  of  this  coontry,  and  of  the 
means  best  adapted  to  cherish  and  extend  them. 

This  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Mannfactnrea,  was  met  at  Qie  very  threshold  by 
tbose  who  are  the  ostensible  objects  of  its  en- 
conragement  and  protection.  The  manofao- 
tnrers  and  wool-growers  cried  slond  against  it; 
and  those  on  this  floor  who  have  heretofore 
been  considered  tbe  real  champions  of  the  pro- 
tective system,  endeavored  to  ronso  it  into 
something  like  a  healthy  existence,  and  to 
change  its  nature  and  operation,  by  amend- 
ments essentially  variant  from  tbe  plan  of  the 
committee.  Many  of  those  amendments  have 
been  rejected,  and  tbe  bill  is  still  encumbered 
with  most  of  its  original  defects,  and  other  bq- 
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perodded  evils,  introdncad  hy  a  mojoiitj  oom- 
posed  of  the  friends  of  the  original  pmjet  and 
the  avowed  enemies  of  the  whole  system  of 
protection. 

I  coofew  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  I  have  felt  some 
doubt  as  to  the  course  I  oaght  to  take  npoa  this 
bill.  Bnt  the  timo  has  now  come  for  definite 
action  upon  it.  All  amendment  is  precluded. 
I  must  take  it  with  all  its  fanlta  or  reject  it 
altogether.  I  shall  do  the  latter.  The  intrin- 
UO  demerits  of  the  bill  do,  in  mj  judgment,  re- 
quire its  rqection;  bat  I  have  an^er,  and 
ferhqiB  a  HtronKer  reason,  arising  ontrof  what 
consider  the  harsh  and  illiberal  manner  in 
which  this  crime  has  been  forced  npon  the 
House.  When  the  bill  was  reported,  no  voice 
of  Uissonri  had  reached  this  hall  in  the  Ian- 
gnage  of  petition.  There  was  nothing  to  indi- 
cate the  wishes  of  mj  constjtaents,  in  regard  to 
tie  general  sjBtem  of  proteolioa,  or  in  favor  of 
anj  particnlar  article,  the  encouragement  of 
which  might  advance  their  tntereata.  Bat,  af- 
ter tjie  bul  was  reported,  I  received  and  pre- 
sented petitions  nomerooalj  signed,  prajing  a 
modification  of  the  impost  on  lead,  a  staple  of 
great  and  growing  importance  to  Sussouri,  and 
the  oontignoos  conntry.  I  did  not  doabt  that 
the  bill  wonld  receive,  in  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  that  calin,  and  deliberate,  and 
conrteons  consideration  which  wonld  enable 
every  member  to  present  and  obtun 
hearing  for  every  proposition  which  he  might 
believe  condnoive  to  the  good  of  his  consti- 
tnents.  Under  Ota  impression,  I  prepared  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  embracing  the  oljects 
contemplated  by  the  petitioners,  and  sought  an 
opportunity  for  some  time  to  present  it;  but 
ench  was  the  engrosung  interest  of  other  arti- 
cles, that  I  was  miable  to  ofTer  it,  nntil  tJhe  mem- 
bers, weary  of  the  long  debate  npon  wool  and 
woollens,  seemed  determined  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  shonld  rise  and  report  the 
bill  to  the  House,  right  or  wrong,  finished  or 
anfinished.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  I  fonnd  an 
opportunity  to  offer  my  proposition ;  and  you 
will  remember,  air,  that  mine,  and  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  others,  were  promptly  voted  down, 
without  inquiry  or  consideration ;  with  the 
avowed  nnderstanding  that  tliey  were  then  re- 
ceived, only  that  it  might  l>e  in  order  for  the 
movers  to  renew  their  propositions  in  the  House. 
And  with  this  view  the  Eonsa  ordered  all  tie 
amendments  thus  offered,  and  reacted,  to  be 
printed  along  with  tlte  bill  Bnt  Uds  is  not  all : 
on  offering  my  amendment  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ez- 
planatioii,  which  I  have  no  doubt  womd  have 
uiBnred  its  adoption.  I  wished  to  show  Uiat 
there  were  important  omissions  in  the  act  of 
1824,  which  ought  to  be  supplied.  I  was  ap- 
pealed to  by  memiwrs  near  me,  who  urgently 
solicited  me  to  forego  the  argument  at  ttkat 
time,  and  sofTer  the  committee  to  rise  and  re- 

r)rt  the  bill ;  assuring  me  that,  in  the  House, 
wonld  have  ample  opportunity  to  revive  my 
propontion  when  there  would  be  more  lime  for 
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fur  inquiry  and  deliberate  investigation.  Bir, 
I  am  young  in  tills  hall,  and  inexperienced  in 
the  routine  of  business — I  yielded  to  their 
soUoitations ;  and  what  is  the  reward  of  my 
courteeyt  When  I  sought  an  opportunity  to 
renew  my  proposition  m  the  House,  I  waa 
mnzzled  and  put  down  by  the  tyranny  of  th« 
previous  question.  Bir,  tite  previous  qoestioa 
waa  prematurely  and  inoonsiderately  called.  I 
undertake  to  affirm  that  the  bill  was  not  ripe 
for  the  final  action  of  the  House,  A  part  of  it, 
indeed,  had  been  under  discasnon  fbr  some  five 
or  ail  weeks,  but,  as  a  whole.  It  had  not  oc- 
capied  one  moment  of  the  attention  of  the 
House.  The  whole  time  had  been  consumed 
upon  the  ungle  subject  of  wool  and  woollea 
fabrics,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  houra 
devoted  to  molasses  and  btsam ;  the  vast  variety 
of  other  articles  comprehended  in  the  bill  had 
been  passed  over  in  ulenoe  and  oblivion.  Ifr, 
Speaker,  I  must  be  permitt«d  to  say,  that  & 
very  Bmall  measure  of  oourtAsy  waa  extended 
to  me,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  and  very 
littie  respect  was  paid  to  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  my  coustituetftis,  when  I  was  denied 
the  privilege  of  offering  to  yonr  consideration 
the  only  subject  in  favor  of  which  the  people 
of  Missouri  had  prayed  the  protecting  t^  of 
Congress. 
But  the  fifteen  or  twenty  amendments  offered 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterwards 
stifled  in  the  House  by  the  previous  question, 
do  not  constitute  the  only  evidence  of  the  im- 
maturity of  this  bilL  There  b  another  irre- 
fragable proof— a  matter  of  tict  demonstration, 
that  admits  of  neither  doubt  nor  cavil.  The  last 
hurried  act  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
the  confusion  of  a  protracted  night  session,  and 
amidst  the  irritable  impatience  produced  by  tha 
exhaustion  of  eight  hours  of  continual  attention, 
was  the  correction  of  a  newly  discovered  blunder 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  I  aUade 
to  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wmegr,)  to  diminish  the 
duty  proposed  in  the  bill  upon  imported  flax. 
That  gentieman  was  an  active  member  of  tha 
Committ«e  on  Mauofactures,  and  one  of  the 
most  sealouB  supporters  of  the  liill  in  ita 
original  form.  He  stated  in  his  plaoe  that  the 
only  design  of  the  amendment  was  to  correct 
a  mistake  of  the  committee  in  laying  a  much 
higher  impost  upon  the  article  than  they  in- 
tended, notwithstanding  the  long  and  elaborate 
investigation  which  eventuated  in  their  report 
of  the  bill,  and  the  no  less  long  and  elaborate 
arguments  by  which  several  members  of  the 
committee  have  anatained  it  on  this  fioor. 
When  the  question  was  about  to  be  taken, 
another  member  of  that  committee,  (Mr.  Coh- 
DiOT,  of  New  Jersey,)  and  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  respectable  members  of  this  House, 
stated  that  the  gentJemm  from  New  York  waa 
not  aware  of  the  full  extent  of  the  mistake  in- 
to whioh  the  committee  bad  fallen,  and  offered 
an  amendment  to  cover  the  whole  ground  of 
error.    Bnt  he,  too,  was  edlenced  hy  the  pre- 
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TJons  qmitioiL  No  attontjon  was  paid  to  what 
btt  aaio,  and  hb  was  voted  dowo  with  the 
flmcndnieiit  In  hja  band. 


en  ihe  quee 
yerterday. 


theb 


lay,  though  I  was  in  mj  pUca,  I 
did  not  TotQ  npon  it,  partly  because  I  was  sar- 
priaed  and  martjfied  at  what  I  cODceire  to  he 
tb«  n^less  predpitatioB  with  which  the  sub- 
ject was  pre»ed  to  its  oonelosion,  and  partly 
becsose  &  nomber  of  amendments  hftd  been 
adopted  in  rapid  snccession,  of  the  precise  im- 
port and  beanna  of  which  I  was  not  then  snffl- 
ctenllT  infonned.  I  am  now  prepared  to  vote 
againat  the  bill,  nnless  it  can  be  made  to  as- 
■BBie  a  better  fonn  than  it  wears  at  present 
Jhe  only  protection  asked  for  by  any  portion 
of  my  people,  yon  have  exoloded,  without  even 
daziung  to  give  them  a  heating.  A  dnty  on 
lead  wndd  redonnd  to  oor  advantage,  bat  the 
iitqwst  upon  every  other  article  is  a  tax  upon 
HB,  Nererthelen,  for  them  and  for  myself  I 
Tonld  be  willing  to  make  many  present  sacri- 
fiees  with  the  hope  of  ulterior  and  oontingent 
advantagea  arising  out  of  an  improved  and  pro- 
tected system  of  mannfsotares.  But  the  DiU, 
in  its  present  form,  pleBsee  nobody.  It  awakens 
the  Je«lo<iay  and  arouses  the  passions  of  a  large 
portion  of  this  conntry,  while  it  affords  no  cor- 
responding benefits  to  those  at  whose  prayer  it 
has  been  introduced  here.  The  Sooth  com- 
plain that  it  will  oppress  and  grind  them 
aown,  and  make  them  heweis  of  wood  and 
drawen  of  water  for  the  spinners  and  wes 
at  the  North ;  and  the  North  sEBrm  that  it  will 
poll  down  their  factories,  desolate  their  pas- 
tnrea,  and,  to  borrow  the  emphatic  langasge  of 
my  Mend  from  Hassaohnsetts,  (Ur.  I.  0.  Batbs,) 
that "  it  will  pnt  the  knife  to  the  Jngnlar  of 
every  aheep  in  the  country."  Sir,  I  do  believe 
thai,  aside  from  the  political  excitement  of  the 
times:,  a^e  frmn  the  sinister  inSaences  and  in- 
direct bearings  of  the  anbject,  this  bill,  present- 
ed in  its  nakedness,  to  the  cool,  unbiassed  judg- 
ttteat  of  die  House,  to  be  aocepted  or  reject^ 
■a  it  might  advance  or  retard  the  real  interests 
of  the  Bgricnltnrsl  and  maanfactoring  olaHSee  of 
tbia  eountry,  would  not  find  in  this  hall  fifty 
^wn  who  wonld  vote  for  it,  on  its  own  intrinsic 
nerita,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  bnt  it  is 
B^  honest  cmiviction,  and  1  shall  act  upon  it 

A  principle  has  been  introdnced  into  the 
wvoUen  branch  of  this  bill  to  which  I  have 
very  aerions  objections ;  a  principle  by  which 
one  amonnt  of  dnty  in  namie,  and  another  and 
nraeh  more  exorbitant  one  in  reality,  is  im- 
posed open  the  article.  I  mean  the  minimvm 
ptioaple,  by  which  a  variation  of  one  cent  in 
the  price  of  a  square  yard  of  cloth  may  vary 
tbe  inipOMt  duty  upon  it  one  hundred  per  cent. 
I  objeot  to  titis,  because  in  such  caaee.  the  dnty 
is  ^uieaaaoable  and  oppressive;  and  1  object 
to  it  tor  a  still  stronger  reason,  because  honesty 
ia  always  the  best  policy,  and  so  is  truth.  It 
•^  never  be  good  policy  to  deceive  the  people 
Iry  OUT  legislation,  or  suffer  the  statute  book  to 
bold  oat  faiae  appearances.  I  and  my  consldt- 
Voi-X— T 


uents  are  not  deeply  versed  in  mercantile  cal- 
culations I  and,  with  these  miiUmum*  in  the 
bill,  it  is  next  to  impoasible  that  the  great  mass 
of  OS  should  find  out  what  doty  we  really  pt^ 
npon  the  articles  we  consume. 

I  have  no  constitntionol  scruples  upon  thia 
snbleet:  for,  if  there  be  any  one  question, 
whiob,  above  all  others,  presents  to  us  a  ooa- 
sideration  purely  of  interest  and  policy,  it  ia 
this  very  question  of  the  tariff.  1  am  willing 
to  vote  a  safe  and  adequate  protection,  in  the 
form  of  a  direct  ad  valorem  duty ;  a  duty  which 
every  one  can  nnderstaud,  and  the  amount  of 
which  may  be  ascertained  by  the  simplest  pro- 
cess of  calculation.  If  the  object  be  to  exclude 
the  foreign  article  from  our  market,  why  say 
so  in  plain  English,  and  if  it  can  be  produced  at 
home  in  sufficient  abundance,  and  of  equal 
quality,  I  will  go  with  yon.  If  the  object  be 
really  a  good  one,  I  see  no  reason  for  conceal- 
ing it  from  the  people,  and  wrapping  it  up  in 
the  mystery  of  minunum*.*  and  if  it  be  a  bad 
one,  we  ought  not  to  impose  it  upon  our  con- 
stitnenta  merely  because  we  have  found  ont 
how  to  envelope  the  evil  iu  clouds  and  dark- 
ness. I  will  not  say  I  would  vote  agwnst  the 
bill  for  this  cause  alone ;  for,  although  it  be  a  ■ 
serious  ottjection,  ihe  bUl  might  be  so  amended 
in  other  particulars,  as  to  make  me  feel  it  a 
duty  to  yield  it  my  support. 

Pbidat,  April  18. 
Th«  TatifBiU. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  bill. 

Hr.  KoBnmx  s^d :  Ur.  Speaker,  after  the 
protracted  debate  which  has  already  taken 
place  on  this  bill,  I  nncerely  regret  the  exist- 
ence of  oircumstances  which  impose  upon  me 
something  like  a  moral  necessity  of  trespassing 
still  iWther  upon  a  stock  of  patience  which,  I 
am  aware,  must  be  nearly  exhausted.  During 
a  skirmishing  warfare  of  conflicting  preten- 
sions, of  ail  or  seven  weeks'  dnration,  between 
the  advocates  of  the  prohibitory  poUcy — a  war- 
fare which  f^imishes  a  most  tustmctive  oom- 


:iar  and  destined  victim  of  its 
oppressive  injustice  have  nuuntained,  alntort 
without  exception,  a  profound  but  expreesiva 
silence.  And  I  am  not  sure,  sir,  that  we  should 
not  go  through  this  great  national  sacrifice  with 
a  more  impressive  and  dignified  solemnity,  if 
we  were  to  maintain  the  same  silence  throng' 
'ont  the  ceremony.  Bnt  although  experience 
admonishes  us  of  the  impotence  of  argument 
agunst  measures  of  thia  description,  it  is  a  dnty 
we  owe,  as  well  to  opr  constituents  as  to  the 
nation  at  large,  to  protest  against  the  passage 
of  a  bill  pref^nant  with  bo  many  evila,  and  to 
demonstr^  its  injurious  and  destructive  bear- 
ing upon  those  great  interests  which  we  are 
under  the  most  sacred  obligationa  to  proteot. 
And  I  feel  assured  that  when  we  ask  the  attea- 
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tion  of  the  Hoose  for  as  muij  dAja  ool; — I 
might  almost  saj  as  many  hours — to  demon- 
strate tlie  inJnBtice  and  impolicy  of  this  meaanre, 
as  its  friend  have  taken  weeks  to  mature  its 
strength  and  adjust  its  proportioas,  we  will  sot 
oak  more  than  will  be  cneerfiill;  accorded  to  ns. 
We  were  told  bj  a  member  from  Rhode 
Islaod,  Oil.  Bnsoia,)  (and  it  brings  us  to  the 
Terj  essenoe  of  this  oontested  qaestion)  thnt  the 
inTariable  effect  of  giving  adequate  protection 
to  domestic  mannfectnres — that  is  to  say,  pro- 
hibiting foreign  manufactures — has  been,  and 
will  be,  to  ensure  the  production  of  the  domestio 
article  cheaper  than  the  rival  fabric  coold  be 
imported  bom  abroad.  I  admit,  sir,  that  this 
proposition — stated  by  the  member  from  Rhode 
Island  as  if  it  were  a  revelation  of  his  own, 
but  which  has  been  reiterated  more  than  a 
ktindred  times  by  Hathew  Carey  and  Hetekiah 
Hiles — is  the  very  binge  upon  which  the  whole 
argnment  moat  turn.  And  I  now  pledge  myself 
to  demonstrate — and  I  pnt  the  issne  of  the 
whole  oonteet  npon  the  demonstration — that 
there  are  causes,  growing  ont  of  laws  as  well 
Moertained  and  as  immutable  as  the  law  of 
grttTitation,  which  render  it  absolQt«ly  imposm- 
-*  ble  that  any  of  the  manufactures  embraced  in 
this  bill  can  be  made  as  cheap  in  this  coontry 
as  they  can  be  made  in  the  oonntries  from 
which  we  import  them.  And  I  pledge  myself, 
more  particnlarly,  to  prove  that  wooflen  manu- 
foctnres  cannot  be  made  in  this  ooontry  any 
thine  near  as  cheap  as  they  can  be  made  in 
Enf^and,  even  after  oor  manofaotoriea  shall 
have  been  protected  for  t«n  years  by  prohibi- 
tory duties,  and  after  the  atmost  attainable  skill 
■hall  have  been  acqnired  in  the  process  of 
mannfactore. 

What  are  the  elements  into  which  the  price 
of  the  manufactured  articles,  not  only  of  wool, 
but  of  every  other  material.  Is  naturally  re- 
Bolved  by  the  simplest  analysis  of  political 
economy )  It  will  not  anrely  be  reqoired  of  me 
to  demonstrate  the  aiioms — I  will  not  say  of 
political  economy,  but  of  common  sense.  ' 
will,  therefore,  assnme,  what  most  be  kno' 
to  every  member  of  this  Honse,  that  the  cost 
of  a  mannfactnrod  article,  so  far  as  regards  the 
process  of  fabrication,  can  only  be  resolved, 
posh  the  analysis  as  far  as  yoo  may,  into  two 
elements ;  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  profits  of 
capital.    The  raw  material  is  a  matter  that  re- 

J aires  a  separate  consideration,  and  may  there- 
>re  be  regarded  as  a  third  element ;  thongh, 
strictly  speaking,  it  is  embraced  in  the  former 

What,  then,  is  the  comparative  price  of  labor 
in  Great  Briton  and  in  the  United  States! 
Kr,  there  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  this  con- 
test, on  the  subject  of  protecting  manufactures, 
that  I  have  witnessed  with  more  astonishment 
and  regret,  than  the  ntter  recklessness  with 
whioh  the  advocates  of  tiie  protecting  system, 
'Oat  of  this  H«nse,  make  their  statistioal  etate- 
aients.  The  propriety  of  this  remark  will  be 
Teadily  admitted,  when  I  state,  that  it  is  gravely 
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asserted  in  a  doomnent,  emanating  front  the 
celebrated  Earrisbnrg  ConYentioa~that  gteat 
Catholic  connoil  of  practical  wisdom,  whose  ia- 
stniotions  we  are  required  to  obey  inipMtly, 
at  the  peril  of  excommunication — that  Lsbor  a 
actnaUy  cheaper  in  the  United  States  than  it  a 
in  Great  Brit^  1 1  Yea,  sir,  this  authoritatire 
assembly,  after  boastfully  stating  as  a  proaf  of 
the  prosperity  produced  by  the  eftabiiehment 
of  manufactories  in  the  United  States,  that,  "  in 
well-regulated  factories,  the  wages  of  men 
range  from  five  to  twelve  dollars  per  week ; " 
say,  almost  on  the  very  neit  page,  in  attempting 
to  prove  that  domestic  monufacturea  can  be 
maoe  cheaper  than  the  foreign  can  beimported, 
assert  without  the  fear  of  oontraaicticin, 
that  the  pnce  of  mannal  labor,  is  really  cheaper 
in  the  United  States  than  in  Great  Britain  I " 
In  order  to  show  that  this  latter  assertion  is 

itirely  destitute  of  foundation,  I  will  briefly 
collate  the  statements  of  one  of  our  own  nisnn- 
facturera,  made  before  the  Committee  on  Mmd- 
focturee,  with  authentic  statements  of  the  prioo 
of  labor  in  Great  Brittun.  Mr.  Deiler,  a  mann- 
fecturer  of  woollens  in  New  Torkj  stated  the 
wages  of  all  the  men  employed  in  his  eatablieh- 
ment,  as  follows:  "One  machinist  at  f]  GO  per 
working  day ;  one  superintending  weaver  st 
)1  37i  per  working  day ;  one  principal  taiia, 
one  presser,  two  hands  in  the  finishing  room, 
and  one  d^er,  each  at  |1  2S  per  working  day ; 
ten  hands  in  the  spinning  and  carding  rooms,  two 
assistant  carders,  and  one  assistontmandabout 
the  dyeing  house,  each  |1  per  working  day." 

I  will  now  exhibit  a  statement  of  the  wages  of 
manufacturing  labor  in  Great  Britain,  derived 
from  witnesses  examined  before  the  Eniim- 
tion  Oommittee,  and  contained  in  their  third 
reportr  I  quote  from  the  Monthly  Magazine 
for  December,  1837 : 

"  Jooeph  Foster  and  James  UttIe,wDTk]n|;  'hud- 
loom  weavers '  of  QUsgow,  persons  who  gire  their 
evideQce  with  the  most  laudable  temperance  ud 
good  sense,  state,  that  a  hand-loom  weaver  al  Glu- 
gow  gets  now,  opoo  an  avenge,  from  48. 6d.  to  Ta  i 
week,  wages ;  this  is  at  piece  work,  and  to  cud  » 
much  he  must  be  employed  eighteen  or  Dloeleei 

"Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  member  for  Glaegos, 
coQBrmi  the  evidence  of  these  wimessea." 

"Hi.  Home  Drummond,  member  for  Beaiiew, 
concan  in  the  opinion  of  Ur.  Campbell." 

"  Me.  Thomas  Hunter,  a  maater  manafactmer  it 
Carlisle,  says  :  *  I  have  taken  out  fifteen  of  my  inen 
— file  of  them  arc  employed  at  the  best  w^rk,  ud 
pretty  constantly  employed — and  I  find  their  aTe^ 
age  net  earnings  to  tie  6s.  6d.  per  week,  deducting 
t^  ueceaury  expenKS  of  loom  rent,  candles,  Uek- 
llng,  &e'  Id  eonoluaion,  thia  witness  puts  ia  a 
table  of  wages  and  expenses,  from  which  it  appew. 
that  the  best  hand-loom  weavers  in  his  emplo^oicnt 
are  only  able  to  earn  Ss.  Gd.  a  week." 

"  The  Rev.  Matthias  Turner  sUtes  that '  the  (d- 
mltted  calculaliOD  is,  that  a  family  cannot  e^t 
upon  less  than  a  half  crown  a  week,  per  bead,  and 
when  that  amount  is  not  earned,  the  parish  mikca 
ap  the  diiffcreace.' " 
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Tbaae  oomporative  rtatements  condnBivelT' 
Ssprom  the  absurd  allegatioD,  bo  confidently 
mtde  in  tbe  report  of  the  HuriabnrK  Oonven- 
tKHi.  They  clearly  show,  that  a  laborer  of  a 
flTen  deacriptioa  receives  in  this  conntry  near- 
^  tt  mnnh,  for  the  labor  of  a  daj,  as  anch  a 
woitnmn  would  reoeive  in  many  parU  of  Great 
BtibiD,  (or  the  labor  of  a  week.  Even,  air,  if 
m  Manme  128.  a  week,  wbioh  ia  tbe  highest 
nte  of  irigea  obtained  by  the  first-rate  weavers 
ID  tbe  most  proaperona  eatabliahmente  in  Eng- 
bnd,  ts  the  Wis  of  the  compariflon,  it  will  yet 
kSow  that  an  American  weaver,  taking  the 
lovest  average,  receives  between  two  and  three 
Gdh  ig  mDch,  for  working  eleven  honra  a  day, 
H  1  British  wearer  receives  for  working  sii- 
iMn.  And  if  we  have  regard  to  tbe  efficiency 
md  prodnotivenees  of  labor,  the  difference  will 
b«  etill  greater.  It  wonld  not  be  extravagant 
ta  uy,  that  a  given  qnantity  of  work  can  be 
done  in  Great  Britain  for  one-third  of  the  price 
ilvonldcost  in  the  United  Btat«a.  And  yet 
Te  ve  infbnned,  by  manofaotorers,  testifying 
«t  ootb,  that  they  can  manufacture  woollen 
doth  IS  cheaply  aa  it  oan  be  mannfactured  in 
En^and ;  ana  by  the  Harrisbnrg  Oonvention, 
Ibu  "mannal  labor  la  really  cheaper  in  the 
Unitad  States  than  in  Great  Britun  1  "  But, 
ar,  when  pressed  witb  the  dedsive  and  nnan- 
nenl)le  eridenoe  I  have  stated,  the  advocates 
rf  the  prohibitory  system  resort  to  a  anbterfiige 
vorthy  of  a  cause  which  rests  on  delnsion. 
We  were  tald,  for  example,  by  the  meniber 
ftom  Rhode  Island— and  the  (trgnment  wonld 
luve  been  ver;  ingenious  if  it  had  not  been  a 
lull  ibmraty,  ftnd  very  original  if  it  had  not  been 
■onttrcodtMre  by  Hathew  Oarey  and  Eezekiah 
Silee,  "  tha^  although  labor  is  ao  very  cheap  in 
Great  Britain,  yet  owing  to  the  oppressive 
vri^t  of  Briti^  taxation,  the  British  mann- 
fitnorer  cannot  contend  with  the  untaxed  labor 
of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  is  it  not  pal- 
pibly  obvionB  to  every  one  who  knows  any 
tidiig  about  the  subjects  of  British  taxation, 
An  the  British  laborer  payn  bis  taxea,  oppres- 
Bve  as  they  are,  out  of  the  miserable  pittance 
'liich  he  receives  as  the  wages  of  hia  labor  t 
Every  thing  he  eata,  drinks  or  wears,  every 
Uesing  he  enjoys — even  the  light  of  heaven, 
tomes  to  him  charged  with  the  burthen  of  ei- 
^  and  impost  dnties  and  direct  taxation.  Sir, 
an  it  be  possible  that  tboae  who  undertake  to 
Utnct  the  Naticaial  Legislature  on  this  grave 
■hject,  can  be  ao  ntteriy  ignorant  of  the  com- 
noiwst  elementary  principles,  aa  not  to  perceive 
Uiit  the  oomparative  weight  of  British  and 
ioehcan  taxation,  oan  hare  no  possible  bear- 
inj  upon  the  question  at  iasne  t  An  American 
nunfactnrer  receives  six  dollars  a  week,  a 
British  monufactnrer  only  two.  The  British 
UDnfacturer  performs  one'third  more  labor  in 
tdiy  than  the  American,  and  pays  out  of  hia 
•ages  rix  times  as  much  tax.  And,  in  the  face 
of  all  this,  tbe  Harriaburg  Convention,  followed 
by  tbe  member  from  Rhode  Island,  go  into  a 
■olenm  modiery  of  reasoning^  to  prove  tliat 
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labor  mnat  be  "  really  cheape 
try,  becanse  taxes  are  lower  I 

I  need  soorcely  add,  air,  that  the  same  course 
of  reasoning  which  I  have  applied  to  labor,  la 
applicable  to  the  profits  of  capital.  The  cap- 
italist who  lends  money  in  Great  Britain  at  8 
Cer  cent,  pays  all  his  heavy  taxes  oat  of  this 
)w  rate  of  interest ;  whereas  tbe  American 
capitalist,  though  he  pays  much  less  tax,  will 
not  take  less  than  six  per  cent  for  his  money. 
Tbe  case,  then,  is  clearly  made  oat,  and  the  ar- 
gument has  not  been  fairly  met,  bat  artfully 
evaded,  that  the  wages  of  lal>or,  and  the  profits 
of  capital,  taking  the  average  of  both,  are  per- 
manently one  handred  per  cent  at  least,  higher  in 
the  United  States  than  they  are  in  Great  Brituo. 

What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  the  testimony 
of  our  manufacturers,  when  they  tell  ns  they 
oonid  mannfacture  woollen  cloth  as  cheap  as  it 
oan  be  mode  in  Great  Britwn  if  it  were  not  fbr 
the  higher  price  they  have  to  give  for  the  raw 
material  t  Can  anch  a  statement  be  regarded 
as  testimony  at  all  t  I  do  not  mean  to  assert, 
thongh  this  statement  is  obviously  false  upon 
the  face  of  it,  that  the  manufacturers  are  ob- 
noxlons  to  tbe  impntation  of  stating  what  they 
know  to  be  false.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that' 
their  crude  and  conjectural  opinions  upon  a 
qneation  of  wbioh  they  are  entirely  ignorant — 
opinions  founded  upon  the  loosest  sort  of  hear- 
say evidence  of  the  state  of  things  in  other 
oonntriea,  are  not  entitled  to  the  slightest  po!^ 
sible  weight  in  this  inveatigation. 

Having  shown,  sir,  that  tbe  two  principal 
elements  which  enter  into  the  cost  of  mannfac- 
tured articles,  are  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent,  higher  in  tbe  United  States  than  they  are 
in  Great  Britun,  how  is  it  possible  that  tboae 
articles  can  be  fabricated  in  this  conntry  aa  cheap 
as  in  Great  Britain!  Hero,  then,  ia  a  plain,  com- 
mon sense,  practical  view  of  the  onestion,  in- 
volving ao  speculative  theory,  and  level  with 
every  nnderatanding ;  andloonfidentiydefyany 
man  to  meet  the  isane  fairly  and  candidly,  with- 
out being  exposed  to  ntt^defeat  and  overthrow. 

Having  said  tbia  much  on  tbe  coat  of  tbe 
fabrication,  I  will  proceed  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marka,  applicable  to  woollen  mannfactnres, 
relative  to  the  cost  of  the  raw  material.  The 
mannfacturera  come  here,  and  tell  ua  with  a 
liberality  quite  as  commendable  as  their  con- 
siatency,  tbat  it  is  indispenaably  necessary  to 
give  farther  protection  to  the  wool  growers; 
that  they  are  rapidly  abandoning  their  busi- 
ness, and  will  entirely  abandon  it,  if  they  do 
not  get  better  prices  for  raw  wool.  And  to 
give  a  tragical  interest  to  the  anMect,  we  have 
been  told  that,  if  the  price  of  wool  be  not  raised, 
the  knife  will  be  speedily  applied  to  tbe  neck 
of  every  merino  sheep  in  the  country ;  and  this 
bloody  acene  of  oratorical  sheep  alanghter  is 
collared  np  to  excite  our  tender  sympathies,  at 
tbe  very  moment  tbat  we  are  told,  from  the 
same  quarter,  that  raw  wool  is  now  selling  in 
tbe  United  States  00  or  70  per  cent  higher 
than  it  is  in  Great  Britain.    Now,  sir,  diongh 
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I  admit  that  thU  tragio  story  is  pregnant  with 
a  most  iustructiv-e  morel,  it  is  a  verj  different 
rate  from  that  deduced  by  the  manafactnrers. 
It  proveii,  moat  conalusively,  all  that  I  have 
Bsii  on  the  mtneot  of  the  wages  of  labor 
wad  the  profits  of  c^taL  For  it  will  be  con- 
ceded, I  presume,  that  if  any  thing  can  be  pro- 
duced cheaper  in  this  coontry  than  in  Great 
Britain,  it  u  the  produce  of  the  ami  and  the 
animala  saatuDed  by  it.  And  yet  the  very  men 
who  wonld  make  ns  heUeve  they  can  mannflao- 
tura  woollen  cloths  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  done 
in  Great  Britain,  t«U  na  that  the  British  &rmer, 
npon  land  which  cost  ten  times  as  much  as 
rach  land  would  cost  in  the  United  States,  can 
sell  wool  for  little  more  tban  one-half  the  price 
to  which  it  must  be  raised  in  the  United  States 
to  prevent  the  wool  grower  from  abondoning 
the  boBiDeas.  It  is  mostobrioua,  then,  that  the 
high  price  of  wool,  like  the  high  price  of  maan- 
bctnres  made  in  this  ooontry,  is  founded  npon 
permanent  causes. 

There  cannot^  indeed,  ba  a  higher  evidence 
of  that  prospenty  which  we  derive  from  the 
munificent  bonntaes  of  Providence,  and  which 
we  are  laboring  so  sedulously  to  destroy,  than 
the  fact  that  a  farmer  in  the  United  Btatee  can 
apply  his  tabor  and  coital  more  profitably  than 
in  raising  wool  and  sdling  it  at  a  price  TO  per 
cent,  higher  than  the  British  farmer  obtains  for 
his.  It  is  perfectly  evident,  therefore,  that  if 
both  foreign  wool  and  foreign  woollens  were 
absolutely  prohibited,  and  the  domestic  mann- 
factnre  "  completely  established,"  U>  use  the 
favorite  phrase  of  its  advocates,  there  would  be 
a  permanent  increase  of  the  price  of  woollen 
manufactures,  and  of  raw  wool,  to  an  extent 
that  will  be  presently  stated. 

The  idea  that  domestic  competition  will  re- 
duce the  price  till  it  becomes  as  low  as  that  of 
the  foreign  production,  is  founded  upon  an  utter 
conAiwon  of  ideas,  and  a  total  mieoonoeption 
of  the  whole  matter,  though  this  proportion 
was  stated,  by  the  member  from  Bbode  Island, 
ae  a  thing  so  obvions  that  tiiose  who  denied  it 
must  be  sinning  agunst  li^t. 

Having  disf^aed  of  one  branch  of  this  dry 
arsument,  I  beg  leave,  by  way  of  episode,  to 
oul  the  reepeetful  attention  of  the  Eonse  to  the 
address  of  the  Harrisbnrg  Convention,  that  cel- 
ebrated docnment  which  has  been  trampeted 
forth  to  the  nation  as  the  great  depository  of 
practical  wisdom,  and  as  containing  an  nnan- 
Bwerable  vindication  of  the  doctrines  I  am  at- 
tempting to  refnte.  I  beeeech  the  House  to 
favor  me  with  as  much  gravity  as  they  can 
command,  while  I  read,  for  their  edification, 
the  first  sentence  of  that  wonderiijl  production, 
which  I  also  beg  them  to  remember  is  the  work 
of  practical  men,  taking  a  mere  buMnees  view 
of  the  subject.  Here  it  is:  "The  eTcr-restless 
thirst  for  Knowledge  in  man,  leads  him  to  the 
measurement  of  the  volumes  of  the  waters  dis- 
charged by  the  rivers,  to  the  weighing,  as  it 
were,  in  a  balance,  the  Alps  and  the  Andee,  to 
the  estabUshment  of  the  ooorses  of  the  plauet«, 


and  a  determination  of  the  eocentrio  ranges  of 
comets  through  the  immensity  of  space  itselt, 
[Bear  it  in  niind,Ur.  Speaker,  that  this  is  about 
woollen  manofkotures  1  ]  and  rednoe  it  to  hnmsn 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  matter — [L  suppcse  yon 
know  what  that  meansl]  yet  thestody  of  Mm- 
self^  the  BBoertiunment  ot  those  qnalitiee  given 
to  render  himself  and  his  fellow  man  l^py, 
arefetallyne^ected,  [I  am  not  half  through  the 
sentence  yet  I }  and  the  c^aoitiee  of  the  human 
race  to  walk  erect,  the  image  of  God,  are  chiefly 
given  up  to  the  warm  visions  of  speculators,  oi 
cold  calculations  of  tyrants  ana  msaten ;  to 
the  former,  to  indnlge  some  pretty  theory  or 
I>eBntifiiI  notion,  fitted  to  other  conditions  ssd 
circnmstances  of  society — and  to  the  last,  that 
it  may  be  counted  how  many  moat  be  slau^- 
tered  to  win  a  battle  in  the  field,  or  how  gnat 
bnrthens  he  (who  ?)  can  bear,  (Dehver  as  from 
this  tariff!)  and  still  exist  to  lalKir,  and  gnwn 
out  'aweary  life  of  eervitode  and  aiame.'" 
Now,  mr,  when  I  inform  the  House  that  this  !■ 
affur  specimen  of  the  entire  compoeitioa  I  pie- 
same  no  man  of  discriminating  taste  and  sound 
judgment  will  hesitate  to  admit,  that  the  grave 
solemnity  and  dignified  nmplicity  of  the  style, 
is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  "great  align- 
ment" of  which  It  is  the  vehicle.  But,  sir, 
tbat  you  may  have  a  specimen  of  the  didsctio 

Sartion  of  this  sententions  and  statesmaoliks 
ocnment,  I  will  gratify  yon  with  a  senteDoe 
from  the  mfun  body  of  tie  work,  in  which  we 
are  indirectly  advised  to  establish  a  home  de- 
partment: "Ii»  the  want  of  a  Home  Depart- 
ment, in  which,  as  in  oar  own  '  plummet 
found '  Mississippi,  rolling  the  oongr^sted 
waters  of  millions  of  suppliee,  (millions  of  wa- 
terl )  to  a  common  reservoir,  mjgbt  be  found 
collected  the  mnltjtudinons  1 1  facts  necessary  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  internal  a&in 
of  our  country,  and  a  wise  lejnalation  concern- 
ing them — in  the  general  deficiency  of  knowl- 
edge in  political  economical  subjects,  and  of  the 
desire  to  obtain  It  irom  the  absence  of  profca- 
sorships  in  onr  superior  schools,  to  lead  the 
mind  of  youth  to  cont«mplate  and  add  up  the 
sum  of  production  and  consumption,  and  in- 
vestigate the  wants  of  this  nation  and  its  means 
of  supply— (I  do  not  understand  the  meaning 
of  all  this  jnmble  of  words :  but  mark  the  in- 
ference I)  it  is  to  be  replied  the  Oonventaon 
had  not  remmned  in  session  a  considerable  tiiM, 
(Heaven  forbid  I)  that  tie  dispersed  and  im- 
portant fitots  in  the  possession  of  as  respectable 
a  body  of  practical  men  I  as  ever  was  assembled, 
might  have  been  folly  gathered,  and  preserved 
for  public  instruction,  but  the  sparse  items  mn- 
tually  oommnnicated,  and  in  part  retained,  may 
act  like  'a  little  leaven,'  and  '  leaven  the  wh<4e 
lump,'  if  liberally  received  and  rightMy 
used  1 1 1  "  Now,  sir,  having  extricated  myself 
from  the  Cretan  labyrinth  of  this  sentence,  and 
recovered  my  breath  a  little,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  we  have  here  a  combina- 
tion of  high  sounding  words,  mixed  metaphon, 
swelling  bombast,  and  profoond  bathoa^  whioh 
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it  woald  pntde  all  Hie  rhetoricaDS  in  Christen- 

dom  to  Inng  within  the  compass  of  an;  defini- 
tkiD.  NeiUier  AristoUe,  aor  Blair,  nor  Oamp- 
\M,  mold  reduce  it  to  any  at  the  oategoriee  of 
rbetork ;  ud,  aa  to  Longinns,  it  never  estered 
inte  hit  im^natlon  to  oonoeiTe  of  emeh  enb- 
fiBdtj.  In  all  ni7  reading,  sir,  I  recollect  bnt 
(Bogle  apeoimen  of  etjle  having  uij  reaem- 
Uiiwatoit;  and  that  is  in  an  oration  I  heard 
noted  from  the  Oolumbiui  Orator,  when  I 
m  a  boj  at  sohooL  (I  had  too  much  taste, 
(Tea  then,  thank  Heaven  I  to  speak  it  mjself.} 
It  WH  in  the  following  words,  and  will  apply 
to  Am  (abject  of  woollen  mannfactnres,  as  well 
H  the  aenteoDea  I  have  Jast  qaoted :  "  Gaided 
ty  rewoo  man  has  travellea  through  tho  ab- 
Awe  regiona  of  the  philoeophio  world.  He 
an  traoe  the  eomet'e  £ght  throngh  the  regiona 
of  immeasarable  apace :  he  can  almost  make 
tbe  marble  apeak."  Now,  with  all  beooming 
ddarmop,  I  wonld  aiigffest,  that  the  Harriabn^ 
ConrentioD  stand  much  more  fn  need  of  a  Pro- 
tmor  of  Bhetoric,  than  they  do  of  a  Professor 
of  PoUtieal  Economj.  Their  addresa  would 
Mrtuoly  fbmish  abundant  matter  for  a  new 
tts0f7  of  the  art  of  rhetorical  m;a^oation. 

Bnt,  rir,  ta  be  Berions,  I  ahonld  not  have 
(ritidxed  thia  doonment  with  so  mooh  severity, 
if  It  were  not  that  I  feel  indignant,  as  an 
Ameiiean,  at  the  verj  Qionght  of  its  miserable 
jarpn  going  down  to  poateritj  as  the  fonnda- 
tiim  of  this  prohibitory  ^stem,  and  as  the 
ipiAogT  offered  by  an  enlightened  people  for 
nbmitting  to  the  meet  odiooa  and  oppressive 
tjnimy  ever  devised  by  "  artfnl  men,  for  pri- 
nte  idvaatage,  nnderpret«nce  of  pnblio  good." 
Tlie  writer  of  this  address,  who  ia  a  mere  in- 
rtnnnent  in  the  hands  of  dedgning  men,  onder- 
Hinds  no  more  of  the  political  and  economical 
btsring  of  tJi«  "  American  Byatem,"  than  the 
iatoiinted  prieetess  at  Delphos  nndenitood  the 
cSectoT  the  oraenlor  responBCB  she  nttered  from 
tbe  tripod,  and  which  an  artfnl  priesthood 
tonotenanoed  bj  politick  ralera,  converted  into 
the  meana  of  governing  the  world. 

It  has  been  conceded  by  all  the  intelligoit 
•iraeates  of  Hie  protecting  system,  from  iJez- 
Bder  Hamilton  to  the  present  Secretary  of 
Stste,  that  free  trade  would  be  moat  conducive 
to  naticHial  prosperity,  if  all  nations  woald 
pame  1h«  policy  of  tolerating  it.  In  other 
vorda,  we  are  oalled  apon  to  protect  onr  man- 
«  against  foreign  regulations,  which  are 
1  to  be  of  a  tendency  to  give  foreign 

jtarera  anondae  advantage  over  onra, 

h  competing  for  onr  own  market.  Now,  air,  I 
udcrtake  to  establish  the  proposition — and  I 
^  oonoede  the  polioy  of  tms  measnre,  if  I  do 
HA— that  there  is  not  now  a  single  bounty  on 
tte  itBtnte  book  of  Great  Britain  for  enooni- 
■gtng  either  the  making  or  the  exportation  of 
my  one  of  the  manaiactnres  embraced  in  this 
Wn,  Bor  a  single  commercial  restriction  that 
4018  not  tend  to  give  onr  mann&otnrers  on  ad- 
TiBtage  over  the  Britiab,  in  onr  own  and  in 
foreign  markets. 


Bat,  nr,  if  this  oppressive  system  of  policy, 
of  which  this  hill  ia  almost  the  oonsnmmation, 
shall  be  poshed  any  farther  than  it  has  already 

Kne,  oar  brethren  of  the  North  will  not  long 
ve  to  complain  tJiat  they  oonamne  bo  large  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  staples  we  now 
export  to  Great  Britiun.  There  is  a  retributive 
jnstioe  in  the  dispensations  of  Providence — and 
I  thank  God  that  there  is — which  makes  iiyas- 
Kce  and  tyranny,  when  carried  beyond  a  cer- 
tain point,  recoil  npon  the  oppressor.  Sir,  if 
yon  were  to  destroy — utterly  aeetroy  the  fbr- 
eign  trade  in  cotton,  the  very  portions  of  the 
Union  at  the  shrine  of  wboae  imaginary  inter* 
eeta  yon  propose  to  make  the  offering,  would 
find  themselves  deeply  and  inonrably  iijttred, 
while  we  should  derive  a  sustaining  consola- 
tion, in  the  midst  of  our  Bufferings,  from  the 
proud  oonsoionsneas  that  our  own  folly  and 
wickedneas  had  no  agency  in  producing  the  oft- 
lamity,  and  that  our  own  firmneaa,  industry, 
and  economy,  would  enable  us  to  work  oat 
V  aourcea  of  prosperity.  Tliere  is  a  pleasure 
bearing  up  against  oppression,  which  the 
jressor  can  never  enjoy ;  and  I  solemnly  de- 
re,  sir,  that  I  would  rather  be  the  victim  of 
this  abominable  scheme  of  legalized  plnnder. 
than  to  meet  the  dreads  responsibility,  moral 
and  political,  of  imposing  it  npon  the  nation. 

Yes,  air,  I  warn  gentlemen  that  they  have  a 
fearful  responsihility  to  encounter,  both  to  their 
own  oonstitaents  and  to  the  Union.  Thus  for 
the  burdens  of  thia  system  have  fallen  princi- 
pally on  the  Southern  States,  fiut  it  haa  now 
reached  a  point,  beyond  which  you  cannot 
carry  it  with  impunity.  Even  the  colonial  vaa- 
aalage  of  the  Boatheru  States — and  they  have 
been  better  colonies  to  the  Northern  States, 
than  they  ever  were  to  England — will  be  no 
longer  profitable  to  you,  if  yon  pass  this  bill. 
We  ahul  be  compelled  to  change  the  whole 
economy  of  our  industry,  and  to  become  the 
rivala  instead  of  the  customers  of  the  Northern 
States.  I  have  stated,  on  another  occasion, 
that  we  import  from  the  North,  of  the  prodno- 
tiona  of  the  aoil,  in  their  natural  and  crudely 
mannfaotured  state — potatoea,  (mions,  beer, 
dder,  spirits,  beef,  porK,  soap,  candlea,  cheese, 
and  an  almost  endless  list  of  small  articles,  to 
the  amount  of  two  nulliona  of  dollars,  ezolnd- 
iug  what  are  usually  called  manufactnres.  I 
will  now  add,  that  we  import  a  very  large 
amount  of  mannfactores  from  the  Northern 
Statea,  which  every  principle  of  sound  polioy, 
and  every  dictate  of  patriotism,  will  urge  na  to 
make  within  ouraelves,  if  this  bill  shall  become 
a  law.  Of  these  I  vrill  barely  mention,  by 
way  of  illnstTatJon,  the  article  of  n^ro  shoes, 
which  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia alone  Imnort^  to  the  amoniU  of  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollara  annually,  and  which  every 
planter  has  the  means  either  of  making  him- 
self, or  procuring  in  his  own  vicinity,  in  ex- 
change for  the  productions  of  his  plantation. 
When,  therefore,  the  hard  lessons  of  economy 
shall  be  impressed  npon  oa  by  the  burden  of 
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thb  sjstem,  I  venture  to  assert  that  tbe  inter- 
ual  trade  of  the  ooontr;  will  be  coitaJlad,  iu- 
olndiog  that  with  the  West,  to  the  extent  of 
Beven  millions  of  doll&rs  j  an  amonnt  uearlj 
equal  to  that  of  the  foreign  manofactures  of 
wool  now  imported.  But  the  inevitable  result 
of  this  meaaure  will  be  to  produce  a  reaction, 
ruinous  not  only  to  the  great  mass  of  the  pop- 
olatioa  in  tbe.manufaotnring  States,  who  have 
all  along  been  the  suffering  and  deluded  vio- 
(jms  of  the  manufacturers,  but  minoDE  to  the 
manufacturers  themselves.  The  Southern  States 
will  be  driven,  by  necessity,  to  make  the  ex- 
periment of  nuumfactaring  by  slave  labor,  and 
nothing  but  an  experiment  is  wanting  to  de- 
monstrate, that  we  can  drive  the  Sastern  man- 
n&cturera  out  of  our  own  market  at  least. 
The  average  cost  of  slave  lalxir,  whidi  I  be- 
lieve better  adapted  to  manage  the  ordinary 
operations  of  machinery,  tlian  hired  free  labor, 
will  not  cost  as  more  than  half  tho  price  of 
labor  ui  the  northern  manofaetoriea,  and  oar 
water  power,  of  which  we  have  an  unlimited 
command  at  all  seasons,  would  cost  as  compar- 
atively nothing.  While  the  mannfacturers  of 
cotton  bagging  in  Kentucky,  are  induing  in 
the  anticipation  of  compelling  as  to  pay  26 
and  30  cents  a  yard  for  their  hemp  bagging, 
they  will  find  that  we  con  monufactnre  an  arti- 
cle better  adapted  to  onr  purposes,  out  of  our 
own  cotton,  for  half  that  price,  thereby  greatly 
increasing  the  consnmption  of  onr  own  mate- 
rial. And  the  Eastern  manofootarer  of  cotton 
goods,  while  indnlcing  in  dreams  of  profitable 
monopoly,  will  find  that  onr  decided  advantage 
In  the  snperior  cheapness  of  labor,  the  raw  ma- 
terial ana  water  power,  will  enable  as  to  under- 
sell them  long  before  we  attain  equal  ski]]  in 
the  process  of  manufacturing.  In  a  word,  sir, 
those  parts  of  the  Union  that  have  co-operated 
in  establishing  this  fatal  policy,  will  find,  that 
however  much  they  have  benefited  by  our 
prosperity  and  wealth,  they  will  derive  no  ad- 
vantage from  our  distress  and  poverty.  And 
the  mass  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern,  Middle, 
and  Western  States,  when  suddenly  deprived  of 
the  domestic  markst  for  their  prodactions, 
which  they  now  ei^oy  to  the  extent  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars  oanaally,  will  realize,  in 
their  own  distress,  the  promised  blessings  of 
this  great  system  of  deception  and  delusion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  distressing  to  witness.the 
kind  of  aristocratio  influence,  ny  which  meas- 
ures of  this  sort  are  obvionuy  controlled.  I 
have  witnessed,  with  astonishment  and  regret, 
as  a  strong  proof  of  the  aristocratic  tendency 
of  every  systfim  of  Government,  the  mdan- 
oholy  foot,  that  intelligent  and  honorable  men 
upon  this  floor,  in  whose  Congressional  di»- 
tnots  there  is  perhaps  a  single  inannfaoter;r  of 
iron,  owned  by  pernans  the  very  wealtliiest 
man  in  the  conntiy,  will  g^ve  their  votes,  with- 
out the  least  componction,  to  impose  an  odious 
and  oppresuve  t^  upon  the  remaining  thou- 
sands M  their  poor  constitnenta,  to  increase  the 
profits  of  one  wealthy  nabob. 
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And  yet,  sir,  we  hear  gentlemen  very  grave- 
ly tollcing  aboat  promoting  the  interest  of  "  a 
whole  State,"  when  they  are  in  the  very  act  at 
imposing  a  tax  npon  the  great  body  of  ^e  peo- 
ple of  tl^t  very  State.    Such,  for  example,  nas 
the  language  osed  by  the  gentleman  from  Uis- 
Bonri,  when  urging  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  lead ;  when,  I  will  ventore  to 
say,  one  hundred  of  his  constitnenta  would  fed 
the  tax,  where  one  of  them  would  realize  the 
bounty  of  such  an  imposition.     And  yet,  sir, 
we  ta&  about  a  democratic  Oovemment,  and 
the  responsibility  of  the  Representative  U>  the 
people  r    I  speak  not  the  Uuiguage  of  a  ieam- 
gogne,  bat  the  grave  and  solemn  langiuge  of 
historical  and  philosophioal  truth,  when  I  say, 
that  it  is  the  very  genius  of  this  system,  as  ei- 
hibited  in  this  and  every  other  oonntry,  to  tax 
the  many  and  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  tite 
few  and  the  wealthy.  Take  up  the  articles  em- 
braced in  the  scheme  of  protection,  one  by  one, 
and  I  defy  any  man  to  point  ont  a  single  one  of 
them  that  does  not  specifically  prove  and  illos- 
trate  the  proposition  I  have  laid  down.    Salt, 
for  example,  is  an  article  of  first  ueceseity, 
eqaally  consumed  by  tho  poor  and  the  rich. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  now  pay  aboat 
one  hundred  per  cent,  on  every  bnsliel  of  salt 
they  ooosome,  amounting  in  the  omregote  to  a 
tax  of  at  least  a  million  and  a  half  dollan,  pud 
by  all  classes,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  <^  the 
owners  of  some  one  or  two  hnndred  salt  woAa 
at  the  utmost.    The  some  remark  is  strictly  ap- 
plicable to  the  duty  on  iron.    It  imposes  a  nni- 
versal  tax,  both  heavy  and  permanent,  for  th« 
benefit  of  not  more  than  one  or  two  hundred 
ironmasters  in  the  United  States.    And  I  ^>- 
peol  to  the  members  from  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Western  Virginia,  to  state  whether 
these  men  have  not  acomnnlated  princely  for- 
tunes by  the  very  business  which  we  are  tax- 
ing the  people  still  higher  to  sustain  t    I  was 
myself  informed  by  one  of  those  ironmasters, 
that  the  establishment  in  which  he  was  o<m- 
cemed  yielded  an  annual  income  of^  I  think  it 
was,  |1E,000  or  |20,000,  and  that  he  could 
aflbrd  to  sell  iron  at  ten  dollars  a  ton  leas  than 
the  present  prices,  and  do  a  profitable  badness. 
And  yet,  sir,  with  all  the  republican  simplicity 
imaginable,  we  are  imposing  a  heavy  tax  upon 
the  whole  democracy  of  ue  conntry,  to  in- 
crease the  already  overgrown  fortunea  of  thin 
single  branch  of  the  aristocracy!     Th«  hi^bi 
duty  on  imported  sugar  ia  another  iUnstratioai 
of  the  view  I  am  attempting  to  imprees  upon 
the  House ;  and  I  am  induced  to  notice  it  the 
more  particularly,  l)ecaiiEe  it  has  been  nrged  aa 
a  reason  why  the  Southern  States  generally- 
ought  to  submit  to  the  proposed  imposition  of 
high  duties  on  other  articles.    Sir,  what  sort  of 
logic  is  that  which  urges  the  jastioe  of  imped- 
ing a  tax  upon  Sonth  Carolina  for  tho  b«ti«flt 
of  Massachusetts,  l^ecauae  a  tax  haa  already- 
been  imposed  upon  both  South  Carolina  aii4' 
Maseachnsetts  for  the  benefit  of  Louisiana  t      I 
do  not  trnderstand  this  system  of  Mctional  oaanr' 
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bmitioQ— I  am  sore  it  is  not  foanded  upon  the 
prineiplee  of  the  cooBtitntlon — hj  which  Sooth 
OvoUoA  is  to  be  made  responsible  to  Massachn- 
Ntb  for  the  doty  on  tnigar,  an;  tDore  than  she 
ia  re^Kmeibte  to  Louisiana  for  the  dntj  on 
vodleoB.  By  all  the  Hea  which  consecrate 
tbia  Union,  mj  State  stands  in  ta  near  a  rela- 
tion to  UassacLueetta  as  to  XiOiiisiBDA,  and  he 
doM  not  ooosalt  either  the  roirit  of  the  cosstl- 
tntJOD,  or  the  harmonj  of  the  Ilnion,  who  de- 
daces  snch  an  argomeat  as  that  which  I  am 
coDsiderinR  irom  geographical  jnitaposltion 
merely.  I,  sir,  compJain  of  the  duty  upon 
n|sr,  as  much  as  any  other  member  of  this 
House.  It  is  obnoiioiiB,  In  a  peculiar  Tuanaer, 
to  the  objection  I  have  nrgod  against  the  duties 
OD  BsJt  and  iron ;  it  is  a  tax  od  the  great  body 
dT  the  people,  for  the  benefit  of  some  two  or 
three  hundred  sngar  plaatets,  who  are  men  of 
iaunease  wealth ;  for  the  fact  is  notorious,  that 
(be  basiness  is  almost  exclusively  confined  to 
lirga  c^italista.  Every  faouly  in  the  United 
9Wes  that  consumes  83}  pounds  of  augar,  pays 
itu  of  one  dollar  to  these  wealthy  monopo- 
lists; and  I  know  a  single  individual — he  la  a 
penonsl  friend — worth  between  two  and  three 
Bullions  of  dollars,  who  receives  annually 
iboDt  SD,000  dollara  as  hb  dividend  of  this  na- 
tioiud  boimtj. 

Can  there  be  a  more  striking  proof  of  the 
nyustice,  and  impolicy,  and  anti-republican  ten- 
^y  of  this  aystem  t  It  imposes  a  tax  of  at 
leut  foQi  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Un  npoD  the  moss  of  the  people  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  benefit 
d  the  iron-masters,  sugar-planters,  and  owners 
of  salt  worfcs,  not  amounting,  in  the  whole 
Union,  to  more  than  from  five  himdred  to  one 
tknuand  persons;  and  if  we  add  all  the  own- 
ers of  cotton  and  woollen  manufactories  in  the 
raited  States,  it  wouJd  not  swell  the  number 
■o  tao  thoueand.  Sir,  the  foundation  of  an 
iriEtocracy  of  wealth  was  never  more  distjact- 
1;  lud  in  the  le^slation  of  any  country  on 
MTlh;  nor  was  me  democracy  of  any  other 
Montry  erer  subjected  to  sucb  an  enormous  tax 
to  nutain  a  privil^ted  order.  There  is  nothing 
is  the  legislation  of  England,  not  excepting  the 
wptessive  systeio  of  the  com  laws,  morejustiy 
MnoxiouB  to  condemnation. 

But,  Mr,  the  manufacturers,  with  an  art  com- 
wm  to  all  those  who,  by  the  various  devices  of 
Inuum  conning,  have  made  subservient  to  their 
porpoKas  the  credolity  of  the  mnllitude,  allege, 
ilut  the  n«at  body  of  farmers,  coustituting, 
ftAsge,  Uiree-fourtba  of  our  population,  are 
lotercated  in  the  eetablisbment  of  manufactures 
u  a  means  of  obtaining  a  market  for  their 
wmJ.  Conceding,  as  I  readily  do,  that  the  es- 
Ubllthment  of  maonfactories,  when  not  forced 
1>J  vtificial  means,  is  beneficial  to  such  &nn- 
trs  as  live  within  their  vicinity  and  have  capi- 
Ul  sufficient  to  embark  in  the  buinness  of  wool- 
tiuwiug,  yet  I  confidently  appeal  to  every 
tKmber  from  the  wool-arowing  po^^ons  of 
tbe  Union,  to  aay  wheOier  the  bounea  of 
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growing  wool  for  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, IS  not  confined  to  a  very  small  portion 
of  farmers,  consisting  of  those  who  have  the 
largest  capital  ?  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  assured 
by  members  on  this  fioor,  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  wool-lowing,  that  tiie  small  farmers 
do  not  even  raise  wool  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, but  actually  buy  it  from  those  of  the  more 
wealthy  class.  I  may  venture  to  assert  that, 
taking  the  average  even  of  the  wool-growing 
States,  there  is  not  one  in  fifty  of  the  farmers 
who  raises  wool  for  sale ;  and  that  tlie  whole 
number  of  wool  growers  in  the  United  States, 
who  would  be  at  all  benefited  by  the  duty  upon 
raw  wool  and  woollens,  would  not  exceed  nme- 
ty  thousand  persons.  Tlius  it  is,  sir,  that  this 
bill  m^tuns  a  consistent  character  through- 
out all  its  provisions,  and  the  great  democratic 
farming  interest,  represented  as  constituting 
nine  milliona  of  our  population,  dwindles  into 
an  aristocracy  of  ninety  thousand  of  the  moat 
wealthy  farmers.  It  is  to  provide  a  small 
bounty  for  those  wool  growers  and  a  very  large 
one  for  the  BtUl  smaller  tiumber  of  woollen  and 
cotton  manufacturers,  iron  masters,  sugar  plant- 
ers, and  owners  of  salt  works,  that  uie  other 
classes  of  the  people,  including  more  than  eight 
millions  nine  nundred  thousand  of  the  people 
of  the  farming  States,  are  compelled  to  pay  an 
annual  tax  of  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  operation,  and  such  the  politi- 
cal tendency  of  this  system.  The  heavy  bur- 
den of  its  taxation  falls  npon  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  all  classes  of  the  commnnily ; 
whereas  its  bounties  are  confined  to  a  number 
not  much  larger  than  the  constitutional  aristoc- 
racy of  some  other  countries.  But,  sir,  1  sbidl 
be  probably  asked  how  it  happens  that  the  c^>- 
itabsta  of  the  South,  the  wealthy  cotton  plant- 
ers, are  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  great  maaa 
of  the  people,  in  this  contest  between  capital 
and  labor!  Have  they  more  knowledge  or 
more  honesty  than  other  capitalists  i  Sir,  I  set 
np  no  SDoh  pretension  for  them.  We  lay  claim 
to  no  other  intelligence  and  honesty  than  such 
as  enables  us  to  understand,  and  prompts  us  to 
defend,  our  own  rights.  I  will  not  undertake 
to  say  that  we  might  not  be  tempted  to  join 
this  plundering  ez^dition,  if  a  tariff  coidd  be 
so  regulated  as  to  mcrease  the  price  of  cotton. 
But  such  is  our  position  in  this  contest,  that 
our  interest  throws  us  into  a  natural  alliaace 
with  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the  farm- 
iug  States.  The  wealthy  cotton  planter  of  the 
Sooth  fiffhts  by  the  side  of  the  small  farmer, 
the  mecnanio,  the  merchant,  and  the  laborer, 
in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  because  they 
all  have  a  similar  Interest  in  opposing  a  system 
of  which  the  burden  tails  upon  them  and  the 
benefit  on  others.  And  this  accounts  for  the 
fact — notorious  in  our  political  history — that 
what  some  are  pleased  to  call  the  aristocracy  of 
the  Southern  States,  has  always  been  found  en 
the  same  ude  with  the  democracy  of  the 
N^orthem  States  in  the  political  oontrovflraiea 
by  which  the  country  has  beea  divided.    It  li 
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slwaya  be  opposed  to  anj  attempts  on  die  part 
of  thU  OoranuneDt  to  build  ap,  07  commercial 
prohibitJona,  aa  aristocracy  of  favored  mouop- 
(dists.  Bir,  this  is  not  a  contest,  as  some  are 
anxious  to  represent  it,  between  the  Sonthern 
and  Nordiem  States.  It  is  a  contest  of  Ices 
than  one  hundred  tbonsand  mannfoctnrerB  and 
£u7iiera,  against  all  tbe  other  fanners  and  man- 
nfaotarers  in  the  Union,  and  agunst  the  whole 
popnlatioQ  in  the  Southern  States. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  Honse 
to  one  or  two  views  of  this  subject,  connected 
not  so  much  with  politdeal  economy  as  with  a 
mnch  more  important  branch  of  politics :  that 
which  looks  to  the  tme  fonndations  of  lib- 
erty and  the  probable  destiny  of  this  Govera- 

I  am  not  one  of  those,  lir,  who  habitaally 
sUolde  apon  mere  1«ohnical  qneettons  of  con- 
ititntional  oonBtraotion  and  conaUtntional  pow- 
er. I  brieve  soch  qoestions  are  not  those  npon 
which  the  safety  of  the  Repcblio  depends.  I 
grant,  mr,  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  lay 
dnties  npon  foreign  merchandise  for  purposes 
other  than  those  of  revenue.  These  duties  may 
be  legitimately  ]ud  for  the  regalalioD  of  foreign 
oommerce.  Bnt,  sir,  though  I  admit  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  the  ext«nt  jnst  stated,  I 
am  prepared  to  demostrat«  that,  to  attempt  any 
interference  with  tlie  distribution  of  domestic 
capital  and  domestJo  labor,  by  taxing  one  por- 
tion 'for  the  benefit  of  another,  under  pretence 
of  regulating  commerce,  ia  a  gross  and  fraudu- 
lent abuse  of  a  constitutional  power.  A  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  to  be  le^timate,  moat  have 
reference  \o  our  foreign  relations  and  interna- 
tional rights,  not  to  our  internal  relations  and 
the  rights  of  private  pro{>erty.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  distinction  will  be  at  once  per- 
oeived,  if  we  advert  to  its  bearing  upon  the 
greatprincipleof politicalreeponMbUily.  Wher- 
ever the  interest  involved  is  a  generu  interest 
— snch.  for  example,  as  foreign  oommeroe,  and 
the  public  safety — the  States,  if  permitted  to 
interfere  with  it,  would  act  without  responri- 
bility.  The  interest  of  the  whole  would  be 
subjected  to  the  irresponsible  action  of  a  part. 
In  Uite  manner,  wherever  the  interest  involved 
is  a  local  interest,  snch,  for  example,  as  the  fu- 
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aisnming  to  act  upon  it,  acta  without  responsi- 
Ulity.  Of  what  consequence  is  it,  that  the 
cotton  Statee  have  some  fifty  or  sixty  represent- 
atives, in  a  body  composed  of  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  ?  Who  are  they,  that  are  about 
to  pass  this  tariff  dooming  our  fields  to  desola- 
tion t  Have  they  any  community  of  interest 
or  of  sympathy  with  the  cotton  growers  t  On 
the  contrary,  are  theynot  stimulated  by  the 
hope,  (false  and  delunve,  I  grant  yon,)  that 
their  prosperity  is  to  be  reared  upon  our  ruins  ( 
The  interest  of  the  cotton  grower  is  essentially 
dependent  011  foreign  commerce.  The  free  end 
nnreetrieted  enjoytoent  of  that  commerce,  is  a 
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natural  and  political  right  of  the  most  sacred 
character,  and  which  nothing  but  the  bluest 
public  emergency  could  justifV  this  Oorem- 
ment  even  in  suspending.  And  yet,  sir,  with' 
out  even  the  pretence  of  any  motive  connected 
with  the  defence  of  onr  national  rights  or  hoa- 
or,  in  a  time  of  peace  and  harmony  with  the 
whole  world,  the  Representatives  of  the  other 
States  are  about  to  pass  a  law,  notoriondy  de-  * 
stmctive  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  cot- 
ton BUtes.  What  nonsense  would  it  be  to  talk 
of  Representative  responsibility,  when  those 
who  destroy  our  prosperity  believe  it  to  be 
their  interest,  and  (if  that  be  posdble)  their 
right  and  dnty  to  destroy  that  prosperity  t  U, 
sir,  as  the  advocates  of  this  tariff  allege,  it  ii 
the  interest  of  two-thirds  of  this  Union,  to  de- 
stroy the  prosperity  of  the  other  third,  by  cut- 
ting off  tlie  only  means  of  that  ^rOFperity, 
would  it  be  possible  for  that  other  third  to  eab- 
mit  to  a  practical  interpretation  of  the  compact 
of  union,  by  which  the  right  of  the  two-ttiirds 
would  be  recognized  to  destroy  the  other! 
This  species  of  Government  interference  with 
the  righta  of  yrivate  property,  would  be  urjuBt 
and  tyrannicol,  even  m  a  local  Government  ei- 
t«Dding  over  a  homogeneous  population,  and 
over  interests  equally  and  generally  difihsed 
over  the  whole  geographical  anrfece ;  but,  in  s 
Federal  Government,  extending  over  varions 
sectional  interests,  it  is  utterly  intolerable. 

Bir,  if  the  union  of  these  Stales  shall  ever 
be  severed  and  their  liberties  subverted,  tht 
historian  who  records  these  disasters  will  hsTe 
to  ascribe  them  to  measures  of  this  description. 
I  do  sincerely  believe  that  neither  this  Govern- 
ment, nor  any  free  Government,  can  exist  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  under  such  a  system  of 
legislation.  Its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  cor- 
rupt, not  only  the  public  thinctionariee,  but  sll 
those  portions  of  the  Union  and  classes  of  soci- 
ety who  have  an  interest,  real  or  imaginary,  in 
the  bounties  it  provides,  by  taxing  other  sec- 
tions and  other  classes.  Wliat,  sir,  is  the  es- 
sential characteristic  of  a  freeman  (  It  is  that 
independence  which  resnlta  from  an  haliitcil 
reliance  upon  his  own  resonrces  and  hu  own 
labor  for  his  support  He  is  not  in  fact  a  free- 
man, who  habitually  looks  to  the  Qovemnient 
for  pecuniary  bounties.  And  I  confess  that 
nothing  in  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  the 
pronunent  advocates  of  this  system,  has  excited 
more  apprehension  and  alarm,  in  my  mind, 
than  the  constant  efforts  mode  by  all  of  them, 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  down  to 
the  humblest  coadjutor,  to  impress  upon  the 
publio  mind  the  idea  that  national  prosperity 
and  individual  wealth  are  to  be  derived,  not 
from  individual  industry  and  economy,  bot 
from  Government  bounties.  An  idea  mors 
fatal  to  liberty  could  not  be  inculcated.  I  said, 
on  another  occasion,  that  the  days  of  Beman 
liberty  were  numbered  when  the  people  coo- 
sentod  to  receive  bread  from  the  publio  grana- 
ries. From  that  moment  it  was  not  the  patnot 
who  had  shown  the  greatest  oq«dl?  and  maM 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


pLo 


(h6  gcMtMt  uerifioes  to  mtts  the  repobUo,  bnt 
Iha  aaaagngae  who  would  promise  to  dutribnte 
■HMt  proftualf  the  spoila  of  the  plundered 
proruicea,  that  was  elevated  to  office  b7  a  de- 
nnmte  and  meroenarj  populace.  Ever;  thing 
oeeuH  Tenal,  eren  in  the  oonntr?  of  Fabricins, 
ulil  SatUj  the  empire  itself  was  sold  at  pub- 
lic MWtiwk  I  And  what,  sir,  is  th«  nature  and 
Itoduicj  of  the  ijstem  we  are  diMnssing  t  It 
ban  an  analogj,  bat  too  lamentabl;  stiiking, 
to  that  which  oorrnpted  the  repnblican  pMity 
rf  the  Roman  people-  God  forbid  that  it 
riioald  ooDsamniate  ita  triuniph  over  the  pablio 
Ebstf,  hj  a  aimiiar  catastrophe,  though  even 
that  ii  an  event  b;  no  means  improbable,  if  we 
ODBtinne  to  le^tate  periodicallj  ia  this  waj, 
and  to  ocmaect  the  eleotion  of  our  Chief  UagiB- 
Me  with  the  question  of  dividing  out  the 
ipdli  of  certain  SXMee — degraded  into  .Roman 
provinces — amoDgst  the  inflaeutisl  capitalists 
of  the  other  States  of  this  Union  1  Bir,  when 
1  cttuider  that,  I17  a  single  act  like  the  pree- 
«(,  (ram  five  to  ten  milltons  of  dollars  maj  be 
tnasferred  anniuUr  from  one  part  of  the  com- 
Buoityto  another;  when  I  oonsider  the  dis- 
(oite  of  diontereetod  patriotism  under  which 
tb«  bsaest  and  most  profligate  ambition  may 
popetrate  snch  an  aot  of  ii^nstice  and  political 
pnHitntion,  [  cannot  hesitate,  for  a  moment, 
to  preaoonco  this  very  system  of  indirect  boun- 
tiea,  the  most  atnpendooa  instrument  of  coirup- 
tioa  ever  placed  in  the  hands  of  pablic  fhno- 
tiofisriefl.  It  brinsB  ambition  and  avarice  and 
wealth  into  a  combination,  which  it  is  fearfnl 
to  oootem^ate,  beoaoBe  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  resst  Do  we  not  perceive,  at  tliia  very  mo- 
mat,  the  extraordinary  and  melancholy  speo- 
tade  d  leas  tfaan  one  hnndred  thonsand  capi- 
tilijt^  by  means  of  this  unhallowed  combina- 
fioB,  exercinng  an  absalnte  and  despotic  con- 
bol  over  the  opinions  of  ugbt  millions  of  free 
dtinni,  and  the  forttmes  and  destinies  of  ten 
Klhoast  Sir,  I  will  not  anticipate  or  forbade 
•riL  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  believe  that 
the  PreddenoT  of  the  United  States  will  ever 
kboaght  and  sold,  by  this  system  of  boonties 
uA  prohibitions.  But  I  mnst  say  that  there 
■•  certain  qoartors  of  this  Union,  in  which,  if 
■  candidate  for  the  Preaidenoy  were  to  come 
brward  with  the  Uarrisbnrg  tariff  in  his  hand, 
nothing  Donld  resist  bis  pretensions,  if  his  ad- 
TWMry  were  opposed  to  this  nnjust  system  of 
sppre^oD.  Yea,  sir^  that  bill  would  be  a  talis- 
Bin  which  would  give  a  charmed  eiistenoe  to 
&«  candidate  who  would  pledge  himself  to 
HpMrt  it.  And  althongh  he  were  covered 
vMiallthe  "  moltiplying  viilanies  of  nature," 
be  most  immaonlate  patriot  and  profound 
'n  the  nation  oould  hold  no  oompeti- 


mperial  donatii 
Kr.  Speaker,  such  are  the  disguise  and  delu- 
■OD  incident  to  this  sort  of  l^islation,  that 
baKQCM  and  treachery  are  not  nntikely  to  re- 
ceive the  reward  appropriate  to  disinterested 
I  believe,  for  example,  that  if  a 


man  of  sufficient  prominenoe  to  aspire  to  the 
Presidency,  and  representing  a.  people  whose 
interests  were  to  be  immolated  by  this  ^stem, 
would  be  base  and  bold  enough  to  make  that 
offering  at  the  shrine  of  his  own  ambition,  he 
would  find  it  the  most  certain  and  direct  ave- 
nue to  popnlarity  and  power.  He  would  be 
hwled  by  the  whole  tariff  party  as  a  high- 
minded  statesman  and  disinterested  patriot ; 
and  even  his  own  infatnated  constituents, 
the  miserable  and  deluded  victims  of  his 
treachery,  whose  very  bread  he  had  sold  for 
the  purple  of  power,  wonld  not  improbably  be 
found  in  the  ranks  of  his  followers,  swellilw 
the  ohoms  of  his  pr^se.  Indeed,  dr,  when  I 
oontemplate  the  extraordinary  in&tnation  whidi 
a  combination  of  capitalists  and  politicians 
have  hod  the  singular  art  to  difi^ise  over  more 
than  one-half  of  this  Union — when  I  see  the 
very  victims  who  are  about  to  l>e  offered  up  to 
satiate  the  voracious  appetite  of  this  devouring 
IColoch,  paying  their  ardent  and  sincere  devo- 
tions at  nis  bloody  shrine ;  I  confess  I  have 
been  tempted  to  donbt  whether  mankind  was 
not  doomed,  even  in  its  most  enlightened  state, 
to  be  the  dnpe  of  some  species  of  imposture, 
and  the  victim  of  some  form  of  tyranny.  For, 
sir,  in  easting  my  eye  over  the  history  of  hu- 
man idolatry,  I  con  find  nothing,  even  in  the 
darkest  ages  of  ignorance  and  superstition, 
which  surpasses  the  infetnatioa  by  which  a 
confederated  priesthood  of  politicians  and  man- 
ufacturers have  bound  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  the  farming  States  of  this  Union,  as 
if  by  a  spell,  to  this  mighty  scheme  of  fraud 
and  delusion.  I  recollect  nothing,  sir,  that 
liears  so  near  a  resemblauce  to  it,  or  which  for- 
nishes  so  striking  on  iUustration  of  this  branch 
of  human  frailty,  as  the  etonr— so  beautifully 
told  by  the  Irish  poet — of  the  celebrated 
Veiled  Prophet  of  Khoraasan.  This  bold  im- 
postor come  into  the  world  without  any  of  the 
features  which  distingnisb  the  human  &ce,  an 
object  of  disgusting  deformity.  With  the 
fiendlilce  purpose  of  avenging  his  shame  up(»i 
the  human  race,  he  reared  the  standard  of  a 
new  religions  dynasty,  in  opposition  to  the  OSi- 
liph.  As  a  means  of  accomjilishing  his  great 
impostare,  and  at  the  same  time  concealing  bis 
deformity,  he  covered  himself  with  a  silver 
veil ;  giving  it  out  to  his  followers  that  the 
heavenly  light  of  his  countenance,  by  which 
the  fiuth^  were  to  be  tiually  blessed  after 
reaching  a  certain  state  of  purity,  was  for  the 

Ktaeai  kept,  in  mercy,  from  their  sight, 
onsands  of  devoted  followers  tlironged  to  his 
standard,  looking  forward,  amidst  every  disas- 
ter, and  every  disappobtment,  to  that  glorious 
day,  when  the  angel  brow  of  their  prophet  was 
to  he  "  uncurtained  to  their  view."  I  need  not 
t«ll  you,  sir,  that  this  vision  of  their  hopes  was 
never  raaliied.  On  the  contrary,  at  the  very 
time  he  was  idolized,  by  the  blind  devotion  of 
bis  followers,  as  a  redeeming  angel  commis- 
sioned by  Heaven  to  free  the  worid  from  sin 
uid  bondage,  ha  was  daily  muttering,  in  the 
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midst  of  hia  pretended  orisoDB.  infernal  ezoora- 
tjon  against  uie  bated  race  of  himitm  kind,  and 
staining  tbe  altars  of  his  demoniac  passions 
with  every  species  of  orime  and  every  species 
of  sacrifice.  And  finally,  wLen  enclosed  bj 
the  beleagneiing  forces  of  tbe  Cslipb,  and  sur- 
rounded b<r  a  "Mgbtfnl  nilderneee  of  death," 
covered  over  with  hia  own  deluded  followers, 
be  selected  this  as  tbe  appropriate  scene  of  a 
boly  festival,  at  which  he  was  to  nnveil,  to  the 
chosen  few  of  bis  followers  who  still  survived 
the  SDccessive  disasters  and  disappointmente 
which  he  had  exposed  Qion,  the  lone-expected 
splendors  of  his  godlike  brow.  The  board  was 
spread  "  in  splendid  mockery ;"  and  after  ad- 
ministering to  each  of  these  deluded  victims  a 
poisonous  draught  as  a  nectar  proper  for  those 
who  were  destined  for  the  skies,  he  raised  the 
awfnl  veil;  when  behold!  his  wretched  fol- 
lowers, in  their  very  laat  agonies,  shrunk  back, 
Bs  from  a  loathsome  and  detestable  monster, 
more  fool  than  hell,  more  horrible  than  death. 
Bnch,  sir,  are  tbe  promised  blessings  of  this 
protecting  system  ;  such  is  the  Teil  which  cov- 
ers its  deformity ;  snch  are  the  sacrifices  it  im- 
poses, even  on  its  own  deluded  followers;  and 
snch,  I  fear,  will  be  the  final 


Satdbdat,  April  19. 
Tariff  Sill 

The  EoDse  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  viz:  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  Mallabt,  the  private  busi- 
ness was  postponed,  and  tbe  Tariff  Bill  came 
np  for  consideration.  The  motion  pending  was 
that  of  Ur.  Bakdolpb,  that  the  bul  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Mr.  Algxakdbb  said :  In  examining  this 
queatioD,  he  should  not  follow  the  example  of 
gentlemen  who  had  gone  before  him,  in  at- 
tempting to  show  that  the  duty  should  be  Itdd 
OD  tne  square  or  the  nmning  yard,  on  mola^es 
or  hemp ;  or  that  it  was  the  wool  grower,  and 
not  the  manufacturer,  who  required  protection. 
It  was  all  the  sune  to  him.  They  were  alike 
eqaally  oppresMve,  deatmcUve  of  tbe  principles 
of  tbe  constitution,  and  it  mattered  not  who 
w(is  the  exeontioner,  if  he  were  to  be  made  the 
victim.  He  sud  destmctive  of  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  because  subversive  of  the 
ends  of  its  creation;  these  beins  '^to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  ensure  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  onr 
posterity.  He  would  not  say  that  these  terms 
did,  of  themselves,  convey  any  power,  farther 
than  admonitions  to  ganllemen  who  may  choose 
to  risk  the  conseqnenoes — beacons,  as  it  were, 
by  which  the  vessel  of  State  may  ha  safely 
steered  throoghont  her  political  voyage.  What 
peace,  what  happiness,  was  to  be  enjoyed  nnder 
this  bill,  marked,  as  it  is,  with  &&  iron  hand  of 
tyranny  and  oppression  throughout)     It  has 
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any  thing  else  to  reconunend  it  to  ttie  Ameri- 
can  people,  but  "union,  justice,  and  domestia 
tranqnilhty,"  and  is  a  mockery  of  tbe  tenns 
themselves. 

It  was  well  observed  by  Chief  Justice  Mis- 
SHAU.,  in  the  case  of  Gibbons  m.  Ogden,  in 
alluding  to  tbe  causes  which  led  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  colonies  from  tbe  mother  coontty, 
that  "  the  right  to  regnlat«  commerce,  even  by 
the  imposition  of  duties,  was  not  coDtroverted ; 
but  the  right  to  impose  a  duty  for  the  purpose 
of  revenue,  produced  a  war  es  important,  per- 
htpa,  in  its  consequences  to  the  human  race,  aa 
any  the  world  has  ever  witnessed."  A  deelin- 
tios  of  this  sort  should  have  some  weight  with 
gentlemen,  aa  it  deeerves  to  be  considered  is 
two  points  of  view.  While  it  admits  a  clear, 
incontrovertible  right  in  the  mother  conntry, 
to  have  regulated  commerce  with  the  oolouiw 
by  the  imposition  of  duties,  it  is  a  negatioD  of 
the  power  for  the  purposes  of  reveoue ;  and 
the  very  attempt  to  exert  it,  prodaced,  m  iU 
consequences,  the  most  fatal  effects  to  hei^^ia 
less  than  the  establishment  of  their  independ- 
ence. How  much  more  so,  thva,  are  the  dan- 
gers tu  be  apprehended  ia  a  republican  form  of 
Qovemment,  prescribed  in  its  action,  with  lim- 
ited powers,  wben  one  is  eieroised,  not  merely 
of  donbtfu!  authority,  but,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  a  downright  and  palpable  violation  of 
the  constitntion  itself! 

It  was  net  the  three-penny  tax  upon  tea, 
considered  as  oppresuve  by  the  eolonies  of  this 
country,  which  led  them  to  resistance  and  in- 
dependence ;  but  the  principle  asserted,  to  tai 
them  for  the  purposes  of  a  Government  in 
which  they  had  no  participation,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  a  people  with  whom  they  had  no 
common  interest.  It  was  not  tbe  twenty-shil- 
ling ship  money  tax  that  was  held  grievous  by 
tbe  people  of  England,  which  Hampden  resist- 
ed, and  finally  brought  Charles  to  the  block, 
but  tbe  principle  involved,  the  violation  w 
Magna  Charta,  which  secured  to. every  Eng- 
lislunan  bis  liberty,  his  property,  and  every 
thing  that  was  dear  and  valuable.  While 
speaking  thus  of  the  rigjits  of  British  subjects, 
1  am  but  vindicating  those  of  the  American 
citizen,  and  let  me  not  be  subjected  to  the  un- 
warrantable imputation,  as  mj  colleague  (Mr. 
RAHixtLPH)  was  tbe  other  day,  of  takiiw  sides 
with  aliens  and  foreigners.  What  was  l£e  case 
there)  A  discretionary  power,  contended  bi 
on  the  part  of  the  crown,  to  Ua  the  people  to 
any  extent,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament, 
nnder  the  ^text  of  providing  for  the  general 
welfare.  What  is  it  here  I  A  discretionary 
power  in  Congress  to  tax  them  to  the  same  ex- 
tent, with  no  other  restrunt  than  the  resp<Hiu- 
bility  which  they  owe  to  their  constituents. 
The  right  of  Parliwnent,  in  this  respect,  has 
never  been  controverted,  but  that  of  the  Idng 
was,  and  successfully,  too,  by  tiie  reversal  ra 
the  attainder  of  Hampden,  which  a  corrupt 
bench,  in  cormpt  times,  and  under  tbe  infio- 
ence  of  the  crown,  had  not  the  f 
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bdependence  to  resist.  But,  Hr,  A.  Mud,  he 
nerer  eipected  to  hear  tlie  sopremMy,  the  om- 
nipotence of  the  Psrliament  of  Qreat  Britain, 
cUimed  for  the  GongresB  of  the  United  Statee. 
K  the  power  be  a^nltted,  to  the  extent  oon- 
tetided  for  bj  gentlemen,  he  h&d  no  beeitatioD 
io  NTiug.  that  thia  Qovemmeut  was,  to  all  in- 
t«Dts  ud  pnrpoBes,  a  consolidated  one ;  that, 
n  (a  from  being  a  charter  of  del^ated  pow- 
en,  it  was  a  monsrohj  in  disguise ;  that  it  was 
nj  ^ing  a  m^ority  of  Gongreas  might  choose 
to  make  it.  As  b)  t>be  Supreme  Oonrt  ever  de- 
diring  a  law  of  Congress  nnconstitntional, 
rtiich  accDiniilates  power  in  the  Federal  head, 
it  vas  what  he  neTer  en>ected  to  see.  When 
Bpesttng,  therefore,  of  this  GoTemment  being 
DM  Titn  limited  powers,  lie  meant  aometlune 
moretluui "  enumerated  "  merely,  which  Beemed 
to  be  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  unless 
tliej  were  pleased  to  consider,  by  the  enumera- 
tioii  of  powers,  the  exclnsion  of  all  others,  not 
Himierated,  which  were  reserved  to  the  States 
nq)ecitiTety,  or  t«  the  people.  This  was  the 
priadple  both  frienda  and  opponents  had  in 
ne«  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and  upon 
wLich  the  cotemporaneons  espositions,  as  well 
u  judicial  decisions,  profess  to  have  gone  ever 
snee.  The  ninth  and  tentb  amendments  to  the 
CMUtitalion  were  made  in  order  to  seonre  it 
mrae  effectually,  and  to  allay  the  apprehensions 
of  those  who  entertained  doubts  upon  the  snb- 
itet  Judge  Tdoebb,  in  bis  commentaries  upon 
fiackatwie,  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  the 
principles  of  the  Qovemment  were  considered 
m  nided,  and  may,  therefore,  be  relied  upon  as 
IB  satbority,  after  alluding  to  the  clauses  re- 
dlining the  powwB  pven,  says :  "  The  som  of 
ill  wbidi  appears  to  be,  that  the  powers  dele- 
pted  to  the  Federal  Government  are,  in  all 
nan,  to  receive  the  Tuoet  strict  constniction 
Hut  (be  inatnunent  will  bear,  where  the  rights 
of  a  Sute,  or  of  the  people,  either  colleotively 
or  iDdiridnally,  may  be  drawn  in  question." 
It  ia  the  only  sound  doctrine  that  oau  obtdo, 
(ODsiiteDtly  with  their  interests  and  safety ; 
becsusa,  as  all  power  was  origioaUy  derived 
tram  them,  whenever  these  are  likely  to  be 
iSetStA  l:^  the  usurpation  of  powera,  or  by  the 
eierdae  of  doabtfol  oues,  the  idea  of  a  liberal 
or  enlarged  con^motjon  should  be  excluded. 
Cfaief  JosUoe  Hi.BSHAu,  in  the  oaso  of  Oib- 
)noB  m.  Ogden,  lays  down  the  rule,  as  general- 
Ij  tmceded,  that  "  the  sovereignty  of  Oon- 
(Rn,  though  limited  to  specified  obieota,  is 
flenary  as  to  thoae  objects,"  with  no  other  lim- 
nuion*  than  those  prracribed  in  the  constitu- 
tisn.  It  is  then  an  instrument,  not  merely  of 
nunerated,  bnt  of  limited  powers ;  by  which 
Iniein,  powers  expressly  oonfined  to  specified 
■tiecta,  BomeUmes  general  in  their  character,  at 
luMs  restrained  in  the  manner  of  their  eier- 
om.  This  view  is  more  strongly  confirmed  by 
fto  Feder^ist,  which  admits,  in  noqualified 
teas,  "  that  the  StAtes  will  retrain  all  pre-exist- 
i>t  aathorities,  wluch  may  not  be  exclusively 
wugatad  to  tla  federal  bead." 


When  gentlemen,  therefore,  speak  of  prece- 
dents, let  them  go  back  to  &nd;Lmental  prind- 
plea,  to  constitutional  authoritii^  and  not  abide 
the  decisions  of  legislative  enactments  merely. 
There  are  occaaons  when  it  would  be  -as  un- 
wise in  Congress  to  execute  powers  that  toe 
giveUj  as  it  woidd  be  dangerous  to  attempt  the 
exercise  of  those  which  are  prohibited,  or  of 
a  doubtful  character.  There  are  cases  which 
neither  the  deciuon  of  this  House,  of  Congress, 
nor  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  bargain,  can 
ever  determine,  but  must  be  left  to  the  high 
oontracting  parties — the  States  tiiemselves — t4i 
settle,  peaceably,  if  they  can,  bnt  forcibly, 
never  I  There  is  no  umpire  between  them  and 
their  rights.  Forbearance,  justice,  a  mntual 
respect  for  the  authorities  of  each  other,  can 
alone  be  appealed  to,  to  reconcile  conflicting  in- 
terests. When  these  ends  fail,  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  apply  force,  after  destroying  the 
moral  energies  of  the  people,  to  execute  your 
laws,  that  moment  is  this  Union  at  an  end — 
dissolved  into  its  ori^;inal  elomente  I 

Mr.  A.  aaid  he  did  not  mean  to  lilink  the 
question,  bnt  to  meet  it  furly  and  openly,  and, 
u  he  could,  to  vindicate  the  violated  purity  of 
the  constitution.  He  knew  that  it  was  un&sb- 
ionahle  to  speak  of  the  constitution  here,  nuless 
it  he  to  get  power  by  implication ;  that  it  had 
become  a  by-word  and  reproach,  particularly 
when  emanating  from  the  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try which  he  represented ;  and  the  man  who 
did  it,  ran  the  risk  of  snbjecting  himself  to  the 
gibes,  the  sneers,  the  contempt,  of  some  one  or 
other.  Bnt  he  cared  not  for  that.  He  had  a 
dnty  to  discharge  to  himself,  to  those  who  had 
sent  him  here  to  guard  their  rights  and  inter- 
ests, and  he  ahonld  do  it  to  the  best  of  his 
abilities,  cost  what  it  might,  r^rardless  of  the 
opinion  of  this  or  that  party,  whenever  views 
of  this  sort  were  pressed  upon  the  House  by 
any  one  from  that  State,  it  was  immediately 
said  that  the  sceptre  had  departed  from  her, 
and  she  was  now  for  tying  up  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Govenunent,  He  rqoiced  that  it  had; 
and,  unless  it  should  be  used  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  people,  than  when  recently 
held,  he  trusted  it  might  never  return.  Vir- 
ginia was  now,  where  she  bad  always  been- — 
against  power,  contending  on  the  side  of  the 
weak,  not  the  strong ;  and,  if  she  chose  to  give 
up  her  principles — to  lie  down  and  worship  the 
Golden  Calf— to  become  a  suppliant  at  the 
throne  of  U^esty,  as  many  of  Uie  States  now 
were— like  ttie  sons  of  Somnel,  who  deported 
from  the  ways  of  their  father,  to  ^  in  pursuit 
of  other  goda,  kings,  and  monarchies — why,  l>e 
it  so  1  He  shonla  have  "  no  part  or  tot "  in 
the  business :  for  the  day  of  retribntion  would 
come  when  she  would  be  "  scourged  with  scor- 
pions," 

Sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  jwwer  to  protect 
domestio  mannfaotures  is  derived  from  two 
clauses  In  the  constitation — "  to  regulate  com- 
merce, and  to  raise  revenue;"  neither  of 
which,  in  my  bumble  Judgment,  oonftra  it:  al- 


;.C00^^|C 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


BteaAa  aapported  bj  the  aatbotit;  of  the  pres- 
ent Bwretary  of  Stste.  In  aUnding  to  the 
oonrB^  which  Vii^nia  had  pnrsned  in  relfttioD 
to  tiiis  subject,  he  took  occasion,  -while  on  iu 
excursion  to  the  western  conntry  dnring  the 
last  snminer,  to  expreaa  himself  in  the  follow- 
ing style  of  deriaioD.  Bpeaking  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  (he  tariff,  he  sajs ;  ''  Availing  them- 
eelves  of  the  irritations  and  divbions  incident 
to  a  late  contested  election,  and  enlisting  under 
the  banners  of  a  distiugnished  name,  they  have 
taken  fresh  courage,  and  asaul  the  ^rther 
progreBs  of  onr  mannfactnres  with  renorated 
vigor.  Prior  to  that  event,  thej  had  contented 
themselves  with  controverting  the  poUoj  of 
encouragement;  and  no  statesman  in  Congress 
had  been  seen  bold  enough  serioasly  to  qnea- 
lioa  the  right  of  Oongress  to  afford  it.  Bnt 
now  the  Legislature  of  a  distingnished  Btate, 
after  long  deliberation  and  mature  cocBidera- 
tion,  has  Bolemulj  resolved  that  Congress  does 
Dot  possess  the  power  to  counteract  foreign 
lerislation  bj  laws  of  self-preservation.  It  is 
d^egated  by  more  than  one  danse  in  the  con- 
stitution. Under  the  anthorit;  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  we  have  seen 
the  power  exercised  to  suspend,  for  long  and 
indennite  periods,  commercial  intercourse  with 
all  nations,  and  more  especially  with  Great 
Britain  and  France.  Under  another  claose, 
also  full  and  explicit,  the  power  is  granted  to 
lay  imposts,  without  limitation  as  to  amonnt, 
and  has  been  exercised  far  beyond  the  wishes 
of  the  friends  of  the  American  system  to  ap- 
ply it." 

Now,  sir,  it  mnst  have  been  known  to  that 
^ntieman,  who  could  not  have  forgotten  all 
uiat  transpired  during  the  session  of  Congress 
in  1824,  that  two  of  my  coUeagnes,  (ill.  Ran- 
dolph and  P.  P.  Basbouk,)  in  the  debate  on 
the  tariff  of  that  year,  expressly  contended 
that  it  contravened  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter 
of  the  constitution,  and  was  therefore  equally 
a  violation  of  it.  Mr.  R.  s^d :  "  I  do  not  stop 
here,  sir,  to  argoe  about  the  constitntionality  of 
this  bill ;  I  consider  the  constitution  a  dead  let- 
ter ;  I  consider  it  to  consist,  at  this  tJme,  of 
the  power  of  the  General  Government,  and  the 

Kwer  of  the  States ;  that  is  the  constitution. 
,  under  a  power  to  regnlate  trade,  you  pre- 
vent exportation ;  if,  with  the  most  approved 
spring-lancets,  joa  draw  the  last  drop  of  blood 
from  oor  veins ;  if,  teevjidem  aTtem,  yon  draw 
the  last  shilling  from  our  piocketB,  what  are  the 
checks  of  the  constitution  to  ns  t  A  fig  for  the 
constitution  I "  In  anoUier  part  of  hb  speech, 
which  was  in  answer  to  Mr.  Clay,  he  farther 
observed :  "  Bnt  we  are  told  this  is  a  curions 
constitntion  of  oars :  it  is  mode  for  foreigners, 
and  not  for  ourselves;  for  the  protection  of 
foreign,  and  not  of  American  industry.  Sir, 
this  is  a  cnrioDS  constitution  of  ours,  (said  Hr. 
B.,)  and  if  I  were  disposed  to  deny  it,  1  could 
not  succeed.    It  is  an  anomaly  in  itself.    It  is 
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that  supposed  impossibility  of  all  writ«rs,  from 
Aristode  to  the  present  day — an  imperitim  in 
imperio,  Nothing  like  it  ever  did  exist,  or 
possibly  ever  will,  onder  similar  circnmstances. 
It  is  a  constitntion  consisting  of  confederated 
bodies,  for  certain  eiterior  pnrposee,  and,  also, 
for  some  int«rior  purposes,  bat  leaving  to  the 
State  authorities,  among  a  great  many  powers, 
the  very  one  which  we  now  propose  to  exer- 
cise :  for,  if  we  were  now  passing  a  revenne 
bill,  a  bUl  the  object  of  which  were  to  raise 
revenne,  however  much  I  should  deny  the  pol- 
icy, and  however  I  conld  demonstrate  the  fttal- 
ity  of  the  plan,  I  still  should  deem  it  to  be  a 
constitutional  bill ;  a  bill  passed  to  carry,  bona 
fde,  into  effect,  a  provision  of  the  constitntion, 
but  a  bill  passed  with  short-sighted  views. 
But  this  is  no  such  bilL  It  is  a  bill,  under  pre- 
tence of  regulating  commerce,  to  take  mon^ 
from  the  pockets  of  a  very  large,  and,  I  thaiuk 
God,  contignons  territory,  and  to  put  it  into 
other  pockets."  In  reply  to  Mr.  MoLajiji,  he 
remarked ;  "  It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say 
that  I  very  much  regret  that  the  zeal  which  I 
have  not  only  felt,  but  cherished,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  laying  taxes  in  a  manner  which,  in  my 
Judgment,  is  inconsistent,  not  merely  with  the 
spirit,  but  the  very  letter  of  the  constitntion, 
should  have  given  to  my  remarks,  on  this  sub- 
ject, a  pungency,  which  has  rendered  them  die- 
agreeable,  and  even  offensive,  to  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware." 

Uy  colleague  (Ur.  P.  P.  Barbocb)  went 
more  at  large  into  this  view  of  the  subject, 
and  showed  his  dedded  objection  to  the  bill, 
npon  constitntional  grounds.  They  are  pre- 
sented in  a  manner  too  forcible  to  have  escaped 
observation,  and  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  them 

"  As  far,  sir,  as  this  hill  is  designed  to  give 
encouragement  to  manufactures,  or  even.  If 
you  please,  to  national  industry,  in  generu,  I 
would  vote  against  it,  for  another  strong,  and, 
in  my  estimation,  decisive  reason.  And  here, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  about  to  derive  an  argn- 
meut  from  the  constitution.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
i  upon  the  confines  of  political  metaphysios. 
constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power 

lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises.  This  bill  proposes  to  lay  and  collect 
duties,  and,  therefore,  I  ehsll  not  undertake  to 
say  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  letter  of  tbe 
oonstiCntion.  Bnt  this  I  do  mean  to  contend, 
and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  with  aa 
nigh  an  approximation  to  demonstration  aa 
moral  evidence  is  capable  of,  that  this  bill  does 
violate  the  spirit  of  the  constitntion.  The 
power  to  impose  taxes,  duties,  &c.,  it  will  not 
t>e  denied  by  any  gentleman,  was  given  to  us 
for  the  purpose  of  rairing  revenue — which  rev- 
enue is  to  be  applied  to  the  ends  pointed  out  in 
the  constitution.  Now,  sir,  as  far  as,  by  this 
hill,  it  is  proposed  to  encourage  manufactures, 
or  any  oUier  department  of  industry,  we  shall 
be  using  this  power,  not  only  not  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  It  was  given,  bnt  for  anoUier, 
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tnd  a  different  one,  and,  aa  I  shall  attempt  to 
javTB,  one  which  will  defeat  that  for  which  the 
power  was  ^ven;  aud  then  this  qnestion  pre- 
imtB  iteelf :  whe^er  we  do  not,  ia  effect,  traa- 
nend  the  limits  of  oar  legitimate  authority,  as 
much  bj  tlie  exeruise  of  a  gTBiit«d  power  for  a 
porpoae  for  wbiob  it  was  not  graateo,  as  bj  the 
aierciae  of  a  power  not  granted!  I  answer, 
that  we  do.  Ab  no  general  reasoning  HtribeH 
the  mind  as  foroiblj  as  examples,  I  will  illns- 
tnte  my  propontiou  by  putting  some  *analo- 
gim*  cutit.  Coogreae  has  power  to  borrow 
Bonef .  Let  na  suppose,  that  the  capitalists  of 
thia  oonatrj  were,  bj  petition  to  this  House,  to 
eomplun  that,  in  cooseqnence  of  the  general 
kuQor  of  the  oonunerce  of  the  world,  thej 
eoud  find  no  longer  anj  mercantile  investment 
of  their  capital,  which  woald  yield  them  any 
bderable  profit,  or,  if  jon  please,  anj  profit  at 
lU ;  and,  therdbre,  they  called  npon  as  te  bor- 
row some  millions  of  money,  at  any  given  rate 
rf  interest.  Let  ns  sappoee  onr  finaJices  to  be 
in  such  a  situation  as  not  t«  need  it,  and  yet,  to 
■TO  these  capitalists  from  sinking,  we  accepted 
the'ir  propoeition  under  onr  power  to  borrow 
imney-  Let  as  anppose  that  Oongress,  im- 
preseed  wiUi  a  beliet  that  the  importation  of 
eeitain  articles  of  laznry  was  injnrious,  either 
to  the  wealth,  the  morids,  or  the  simplicity  of 


e  manners  of  onr  peopli 
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mt  the  importation  of  anch  articles,  imposes 
Tciy  high  duties,  not  at  all  with  a  view  to  rev- 
eaM,  but  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  prohibl- 
tiou,  and  high  enough  to  prodnce  that  effect ; 
■ad  that  this  was  done  under  the  power  to  lay 
daljes  and  excises,  by  which,  in  effect,  we 


e  than  they  could  be  answered. 
These  are  aaffioient  for  my  purpose.  Id  each 
of  dw  cases  which  I  hare  here  put,  it  might  be 
I,  with  Just  as  mnch  propriety  as  in  the 
t,  that  we  were  exerciabg  powers  which 
wei«  clearly  given ;  yet,  every  man  would  ad- 
■dt  that  we  were  abasing  those  powers.  And 
why,  sir  ?  For  the  simple  reason  that  we  were 
Ming  them  for  pnrposes  for  which  they  were 
■ot  granted ;  and  lot  me  ask,  sir,  whether  the 
Mine  objection  does  not  apply  here!  If,  aa 
mast  be  admitted,  the  power  to  lay  duties  were 
pro)  solely  to  r^se  revenue,  surely  when  we 
^>Iy  that  power,  not  for  that  purpose,  bat  for 
ttother,  and  that,  too,  which  defeats  the  le^ti- 
maXe  one,  we  are  exercising  that  power  for  a 
porpcee  for  which  it  was  not  granted." 

fhich  were  the  opinions  of  these  gentlemen 
V  tkat  oocosion,  and  whether  they  deserve  to 
tank  as  statesmen,  I  leave  for  the  American 
people  to  determine. 

I  know  it  may  be  said,  that  no  duty  npon 
taportA  has  been,  or  oan  be  laid,  bnt  must  pro- 
ted,  in  some  degree,  domestic  mannfactures ; 
ad  hence  is  argued  its  constitutionality.  But, 
Itake  iu  there  is  a  wide  difference,  in  a  moral 
point  or  view,  between  the  direct  and  oonse- 
IHntial  operation  of  a  power.    Congress  has 


power  t«  declare  war,  bnt  it  ia  preamned  it  will 
be  dune  for  Some  Justifiable  cause,  known  to 
the  law  of  nations.  The  effect,  and  oonsoquent 
measures  thercapon,  would  be,  to  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures.  Yet.  will  any  one  pre- 
tend that  it  ia  a  ^od  or  Justifiable  canse,  ia 
virtue  of  the  constitution,  to  go  to  war  for  that 
purpose  ?  And  still,  I  think,  there  is  as  strong, 
if  not  a  stronger  reason  for  it,  than  in  the  pres- 
ent case ;  because  the  power  of  declaring  war 
is  given  generally,  without  restriction,  save  the 
common  sense  of  mankind,  and  the  common 
law  of  the  world.  Again ;  ConKross  can,  on- 
der  particular  oircumatances,  declare  a  non-in- 
tercourse, lay  an  embargo,  as  an  act  of  retalia- 
tion— a  war  measure — I  take  it,  preparatory  to, 
such  a  state  of  thingi^  or  as  a  security  against 
it.  But  surely  not  with  the  view  to  regulate, 
when  it  wonld  be  to  destroy  commerce  alto- 
gether ;  mnch  less  to  foster  and  protect  domes- 
lie  mannfactures ;  although  in  its  consequences 
it  would  have  that  effecL  And  yet,  why  not, 
if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  be  correct! 
No  one,  in  his  senses,  will  contend,  that  Cou- 
greaa.  in  time  of  profound  peace,  cul  constitu- 
tionally, cnt  off  all  interoourse  with  foreigu 
powers,  under  the  idea  of  re^n^dating  com- 
merce, which  pre-sapposes  its  enstenee.  Still, 
the  extent  of  the  aivnment  ^oes  that  far.  It 
is  one  thing  to  regulate ;  it  is  another  to  de- 
stroys The  effect  of  regulation  may  prove 
destruction,  but  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
done,  must  be  a  le^timate  one.  It  is  mistak- 
ing a  power  for  ite  effect^ta  consequences,  and 
reasoning  accordingly.  The  protection  of  do- 
meatiQ  manufactures  ia  a  substantive  power, 
and  not  among  the  ennmerated  articles  in  the 
constitution ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  proposed 
as  one  of  the  powers  to  be  given ;  but  we  look 
for  it  in  vun  Uiroaghout  the  instrument;  it  is 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Among  the  powers 
offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  convention, 
for  their  adoption,  is  the  following :  "  To  es- 
tablish pnblic  institutions,  rewards,  and  imma- 
nities,  for  tiie  promotion  of  sgricolture,  com- 
merce, trades,  and  manufactures."  This  view 
ia  fiirther  aupported  by  the  Federalist,  In  No. 
34,  coundenii{[  it  a  subject  belonging  exclu- 
uvely  to  State  regulation.  In  speskiug  of  the 
revenue  power,  for  national  purposes,  Hr. 
HuHLTOK  says:  "The  expenses  arising  from 
those  institutions  which  relate  to  the  mere  do- 
mestic police  of  a  State,  to  the  support  of  its 
legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  depart- 
ments, with  their  different  appendages,  and  to 
the  encouragement  of  agricultnre  and  mana- 
faotorea,  (which  will  comprehend  almost  all  the 
objects  of  SUte  expenditure.)  ar6  insignificant, 
in  comparison  with  those  which  relate  to  the 
national  defence,"  These  are  authorities  for 
gentiemen,  such  aa  I  am  disposed  to  respect, 
because  they  show  the  intention  of  those  who 
framed  tiie  constitotion,  and  are  not  founded 
upon  acts  of  legislation  merely,  which  may  be 
the  circumstance  of  cwrice,  of  interest,  of 
party  views,  adopted  witnont  doe  deliberaorai, 


.Google 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OT  R.]  Tori 

or  a  proper  regard  to  the  prindpleg  of  th«  con- 
etitation. 

With  theae  evidencea  before  my  ej'ea,  I 
Bhonld  condder  myself  as  having  forfeited 
everj  obligation  to  the  conBtitution,  were  I  to 
disregard  its  commands,  and  moBt  obvious 
meaning.  We  are  not  permitted,  in  the  face  of 
snch  nets,  to  entertain  oplnioni,  where  all 
doabts  are  removed  upon  the  sabject.  And,  if 
gentlemen  deem  the  enoonragement  of  the  do- 
mestic indnatry  of  the  oonntiy  aa  object  of 
snch  hi^b  importance,  let  it  be  done  con^st- 
entlj  with  the  provinons  of  the  eonetitatian, 
by  each  States  as  may  desire  it,  obtaining,  in 
the  first  place,  the  consent  of  Oongress  to  lay 
duties  OD  impcnls  and  exporta,  where  the  bur- 
dens wonld  be  felt  by  those  who  wish  the  ben- 
efits. I  mighty  moreover,  answer  the  qnestion, 
and  say,  of  this,  as  of  all  other  measures  pre- 
eented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that 
ita  power  can  extend  to  them  for  national  pnr- 
poses  alone ;  and,  by  national,  I  mean  Federal, 
aiuce  it  was  a  term  repudiated  by  the  conven- 
tion, -and  United  States  snbstitQttd  in  ita  stead. 
And  this  is  the  role  Idd  down  by  Chief  Jnatice 
Ma  Ban  ALL,  in  the  case  of  Oibbona  vt.  Ogden,  to 
which  I  sobscribe  in  the  fullest  extent  when 
honestly  exercised.  In  speaking  of  the  mspec- 
tion  laws,  gnarantine  laws,  the  internal  com- 
merce of  a  State,  tnmpike  roads,  ferriee,  Ac., 
admitted  to  be  clearly  reserved  to  the  States, 
he  says  :  "  If  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Union  e&a  reach  them,  it  mnst  be  for  national 
purposes ;  it  mnst  be  where  the  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  for  a  special  pnrpose,  or  is  clearly 
incidental  to  some  power  which  is  expressly 
given."  Where  is  to  be  fonnd  the  "apeci^ 
pnrpose,"  I  may  ask,  for  which  the  power  con- 
tenaod  for  has  been  granted  t  Kowhere. 
How,  then,  docs  it  become  necessary  to  carry 
into  eiecntion  an  eTpresa  power  that  it  can  be 
claimed  as  an  incident}  It  is  not  the  regnla- 
tion  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  nor 
among  the  several  States,  with  which  yon  pre- 
tend now  to  have  any  thing  to  do,  any  more 
than  to  lay  taxes  or  duties  fur  the  purpoaea  of 
revenue.  A  tonnage  duty  is  as  mach  a  tax  as 
a  duty  apon  importa.  It  has,  however,  never 
been  imposed  under  the  taxing  power,  (olthongh 
it  may,  whenerer  taxes  become  necessary.  Con- 
gress being  unlimited  aa  to  the  manner  and 
snlyeota  of  taxation,)  but  finder  tlie  power  to 
regulate  commerce.  And  so,  where  yon  have 
power  to  do  a  particnlar  thing,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  yon  can  do  a  different  thing,  however 
remotely  connected  with  it.  Nor,  that  you 
can  resort  to  different  powera,  to  susttun  it  by 
implication ;  for,  there  is  acarcely  any  thing 
but  what  may  be  resolvable  under  one  or  other 
of  the  powers  in  the  constitution,  aa  an  inci- 
dent, by  construction. 

Sir,  if  Congress  can  constitutionally  pass  this 
bill,  it  can  assume  complete  legislation  over  the 
subject,  incorporate  the  companies,  and  do  any 
thing  else  which  may  be  calculated  to  promote 
their  interest. 
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I  have,  sir,  as  I  intended,  conaidered  this 
subject  in  one  point  of  view  only ;  I  would  not 
deign  "to  place  it  upon  any  other  ground,  nor 
do  1  think  any  gentleman  should,  who  regards 
the  happiness  of  this  Union,  or  the  sacredneas 
of  tlie  constitntion.  If  we  cannot  stand  here, 
as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Ur. 
Hahtltok)  said,  some  days  since,  we  can  stand 
nowhere.  And  why  atop  to  argue  about  a  cent 
upon  this  or  that  article,  as  too  high  or  too 
low,  when  millions  ore  at  stake.  Fa  air,  I 
will  not.  I  would  rather  be  gniUotmed  at 
once,  than  burnt  alive  at  the  stake  by  degrees. 
Go  to  prohibition,  aa  aome  of  the  frienda  avow 
to  be  tneir  policy,  and  then  the  people  will  un- 
derstand you.  And  is  there  no  reeiatance,  no 
relief  troia  this  yoke  which  ia  galling  to  the 
quick,  and  bowing  you  down  to  the  earth  t 
Yes,  sir,  the  States  and  the  people  have  the 
remedy  in  their  hands,  and  if  they  fail  to  use 
it,  they  will  become,  as  they  deserve  to  be,  to 
all  eternity,  the  slaves  of  manutacturera,  of 
monopoliats,  and  capitalists,  who  are  willing  to 
risk  the  peace,  the  harmony  of  this  Union,  and 
riot  in  the  oppression  of  the  people. 

Ur.  Hahiltoit  said:  If  I  have  abattuned 
from  participating  in  thia  diacusaion,  it  haa  not 
arisen  from  the  absence  of  a  conviotim  of  the 
ntter  injustice  of  the  measure  which  nowseNUS 
about  to  pass  this  House. 

I  should  moat  unworthily  repreaent  the  feel- 
ings of  my  own  constituents,  if  I  condeecended 
to  discuss  the  detui  of  the  bill  before  you. 
We  care  not  by  what  rule  of  division  or  pro- 
portion you  settle  the  contribution  which  yon 
ore  determined  to  levy,  on  the  only  portion  of 
this  Union  which  is  destined  not  to  pardcipato 
In  the  booty  with  which  the  bill  itself  ia 
freighted.  I  have  considered,  that  I  should  aa 
little  consult  the  interest  as  the  pride  of  my 
constituents,  by  chaffering  for  a  reduction  of 
this  or  that  duty,  and  in  efi'ect  telling  you  that 
however  grossly  we  deemed  the  charter  of  this 
confederacy  violated,  yet  if  you  would  rob 
your  imustice  of  a  little  of  its  oppression,  we 
would  bear  your  burdens  with  commendioble 
philosophy  and  moderation.  No,  air,  my  coo- 
stitoents  believe,  as  a  aovereign  party  to  the 
compact  of  this  Union,  that  South  Carolina 
never  did  confer  upon  thia  Government  tlie 
power  to  tax  the  iuaustry  of  her  own  citizens 
for  the  eiclnsive  benefit  of  the  indualry  of  the 
citizens  of  the  other  Statea.  Relying  on  the 
truth  of  this  principle,  we  disdain  to  impur  its 
strength,  by  taking  refuge  under  miserable  ex- 
pedients to  supplicate  your  mercy. 

If  any  bill  is  to  pass  thia  House,  to  cater  for 
an  appetite  which  seems  as  insatiable  aa  the 
vulture  of  antiquity — an  appetite  which  may 
be  fed,  bnt  never  can  be  appeased — I  trnst, 
that  the  one  on  your  table  ia  destined  to  be- 
come a  law ;  because,  out  of  the  extreme  evil, 
the  remedy  is  to  come :  that  other  and  larger 
portions  of  this  Union  than  the  South,  will 
then  be  made  sensible  of  the  ii^ustice  of  the 
system,  by  feeling  its  severity. 
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Do  Dot  sappoee,  Itr.  Speaker,  that  I  mean  tc 
diteim  the  p4>lttica]  eoonom^  of  this  qaeetion. 
No,  me,  in  an  enlightened  ago,  when  we  appear 
to  have  imported  a  Professor  from  Oermanj, 
in  absolute  riolation  of  the  doctrines  of  th« 
American  system,  to  lecture  npon  its  lessons — 
to  convict  Adam  Smith  of  stupidity,  and  Ri- 
csrdo  of  error,  I  will  not  saj  one  syUable  npon 
tfther  the  solid  truths,  or  the  snbtle  abstrac- 
tiona  of  tiiia  mnch-oontenmed  science,  more 
e^>eaBllj  in  the  presence  of  some  statesmen, 
who  seem  to  glory  in  their  ntler  ignorance  of 
ha  principles,  aa  a  matter  of  just  and  honorable 
pride, 

II,  rir,  I  have  neither  risen  to  discnsa  the 
general  principle  or  the  practical  detuls  In- 
Tolved  in  the  bill,  or  those  views  of  the  con- 


I  have  risen.  Not,  air,  to  signalize  the  thrifts 
Icca  «fEbrt  of  reasoning,  when  ac^nment  has 
been  ezhanated  thongh  error  has  not  been  snb- 
iaeA  ;  not,  sir,  to  combat  that  mania  which 
has  &9tened  npon  the  qneation  of  how  mnch 
the  poor  man  is  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  rich — the  cunning  stratagema  of  another 
QtMstion,  on  whom  the  pelf  and  power  of  this 
Government  shall  &11 — bat  to  enter  the  firm 
and  nnfUtering  protest  of  the  freemen  I  repre- 
Bent,  against  this  whole  system  of  restrictive 
tw  prohibitory  imposts ;  which  we  consider  as 
originating  in  a  radical  misconception  of  the 
powers  of  this  confederacy,  and  leading  to  a 
ndn  no  leas  certain  than  irreparable,  to  our  tn- 
tereet — iDtereeta  which  are  nnohangeable  as  the 
pbyncal  laws  of  onr  soil  and  climate. 

Sbal]  I  ask  yon  to  paose !  That  ia  too  idle. 
Shall  I  ask  yon  to  relwtt  That,  indeed,  wonld 
b«  vain.  But  let  me  enli«at  yon  l«  listen, 
-when  I  say  that  this  remonstrance  comes  from 
a  State  which,  in  proportion  to  her  population 
and  the  extent  of  her  snrfiM»i.  has  of  all  others 
ID  this  Union,  the  richest  and  most  varied  sta- 
fries ;  which,  nevertheless,  by  the  process  of  a 
tariff' of  rapidly  increasing  and  rapidly  exhanst- 
ing  high  duties,  is  fast  ranking  into  Oxat  coodi- 
tjon  in  which  it  is  no  treason  to  Ood,  if  it  is  to 
man,  to  implore  him  to  tell  ns  how  it  comes  to 
pass,  with  nis  bright  snn  ponring  its  genial  tor- 
rent on  onr  plains,  qnickentng  into  life  at  once 
&e  products  of  tiie  temperate  zone  and  the 
frnits  of  the  tropics,  that  we  are  growing  poor, 
even  amidst  the  abundance  of  his  blessings? 
The  voice  of  God  is  only  to  be  heard  in  the 
trntha  which  he  reveals.  Through  these  he 
tells  US,  that  the  current  of  these  blessings  is 
lamed,  by  the  penucions  hand  of  Qovern- 
ment;  that  what  he  makes  simple,  it  is  the 
pride  of  man  to  make  complicate ;  what  he 
makes  good,  it  is  the  eelfiahness  of  man  to 
make  evil ;  and  that  we  are  sinking  by  a  per- 
version of  those  mighty  laws  of  production, 
which  signalize,  as  first  principles,  the  provi- 
deoce  of  his  benofloenoo.  Let  any  man  look  at 
the  State  whose  humble  representative  I  am, 
■Dd  aay  that  this  is  not  true.    With  exports 


that  have  averaged,  for  the  last  thirteen  yeara, 
at  least  nine  millions  of  dollars,  which  ought 
to  have  purchased,  in  the  ordinary  profits  of 
eiohaoge,  at  least  ten  millions  of  imports,  we 
are  nevertheless  becoming  honrly  more  impov- 
erished. The  solntion  of  our  ills  is  to  lie  found 
in  the  operation  of  Government.  If  the  con- 
smnption  of  onr  State  of  articles,  paying  a  duty 
at  your  custom-house,  is  equal  to  eight  millions 
of  dollars,  annually,  we  pay  at  least,  out  of 
these  eight  millions,  two  millions  in  tribute  to 
"  your  American  System."  Whilst  this  tribute 
is  levied  in  a  manner  the  most  burdensome,  it 
brings  with  it  no  requiting  or  redeeming  bene- 
fit. The  moisture  extracted  from  the  parched 
and  anffering  earth,  does  not  return,  in  refresh- 
ing showers,  to  pay  back,  with  accumnlated 
blessings,  its  temp<vary  exaction.  No,  it  is 
gone  forever ;  and  the  only  miracle  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  that  a  State,  with  so  small  a  popula- 
tion as  South  Carolina,  should  have  been  able 
to  pay,  since  the  late  war,  at  least  25  milliona 
of  dollars,  in  the  undeniable  shape  of  a  bounty 
to  an  industry,  no  part  of  which  is  exerdsed 
within  her  own  limits. 

Sir,  the  surfeit  which  this  House  has  had  of 
stetistical  details,  admonishes  me  of  the  pro- 
priety of  abst^ning  from  the  financial  calcula- 
tions, which  are  at  hand,  to  demonstrate  this 
position.  An  average  duty  of  only  30  per 
cent.,  for  the  last  13  years,  on  only  eight  mil- 
lions of  imports,  annually  consumed  in  South 
Oarolina,  wonld  jnsti^  something  more  than 
this  estimate,  which  rests  on  the  great  princi- 
ple of  political  economy,  that,  in  the  loug  run, 
the  imports  of  a  country  will  be  eqod  to  her 
exports ;  and  although  the  exact  measure  of 
the  former  is  not  famished  at  the  cnstem-ltouse 
at  Charleston,  because  a  vast  proportion — per' 
haps  seven-eighths  of  the  articles  thus  con- 
sumed— come  coastwise  into  onr  State,  and  the 
duties  are  collected  in  Boston,  New  York,  or 
Philadelphia ;  nevertheless,  they  are  refunded 
by  the  consumption  of  South  Carolina.  The 
tax,  thus  levied,  returns  to  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  Stetes,  in  the  abape  of  a  direct 
bounty. 

We  have  at  length  reach^  a  crisis  from 
which,  in  surveying  the  intolerable  evils  of  the 
past,  they  are  in  no  degree  mitigated  by  the 
prospects  of  the  ftitnre.  To  this  system,  mis- 
called American,  there  seems  neither  suspen- 
sion nor  limit.  The  procurement  of  one  exac- 
tion wrung  irom  the  consumers  of  the  country, 
only  Just^es  a  fresh  application,  until  onr 
whole  foreign  trade  is  tlieatened  with  utter 
ruin  by  the  steady  march  of  a  bigoted  spirit  of 
monopoly,  to  that  point  at  which  it  hopes  to 
reach  its  ultimate  reward,  in  complete  and  ab- 
solute prohibition.  In  the  progress  of  the 
curse,  we  believe  a  death-blow  is  aimed  at  the 
most  valuable  of  all  our  staples.  We  consider 
that  it  is  only  through  imports  that  our  cotton 
is  to  be  purohasod ;  that,  deprive  ns  of  the  for- 
eign market  for  this  prime  source  of  our  wealth 
and  comforts,  and  three-foortha  of  the  amonnt 
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of  this  eUple  must  reiaua  on  our  hands,  or 
cease  to  be  produced ;  fur  even  the  bennmbing 
paralfsis  of  an  approaching  evil,  has  not  so 
BtnlUfied  na  that  we  are  not  able  to  perceive 
that  the  American  mannfaclorer  of  cotton,  who 
requires  a  duty  rarjins  from  CO  to  120  per 
cent,  to  protect  him  at  home,  has  no  means  of 
sustaining  a  competition  on  equal  terms  abroad ; 
and  that,  in  the  end,  the  only  market  which 
will  be  left  for  the  most  benefioent  and  stupen- 
dona  staple  of  the  South,  will  be  the  limited 
one  fiimished  bj  the  domestic  consumption  of 
our  aonntr7,  which  scarcely  reaches  one-fonrth 
of  its  present  production.  These  apprehen- 
uons  are  Justly  aggravated  by  a  well-founded 
Gouviotion  of  the  present  and  increasing  ability 
of  Great  Britain  to  obtain,  in  thgse  conntries 
in  which  she  will  be  furnished  the  only  market 
for  the  manufactured  artide,  the  requisite 
amomit  of  the  raw  material.  These  calamities, 
we  think,  jon  are  about  to  biing  upon  ns  by  a 
perverMon  of  the  power  of  taiation,  which 
was  wisely  limited  to  the  necessities  for  reve- 
nue ;  and  that  yonr  scheme  of  polity  violates 
every  just  interpretatioD  of  what  the  "general 
welfare  "  really  is,  by  sacrificing  the  interests 
of  more  than  one-third  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  threatened  min  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  most  valuable  staples  for  exports 
of  onr  whole  coontry. 

To  say  that  we  see  the  approach  of  these 
evils,  and  that  seeing  them  we  do  not  feel 
acutely,  would  be  something  worse  than  the 
afTeotation  of  moderation.  Sir,  it  has  produced 
among  our  people  oot  only  a  feeling  of  deep 
and  settled  discont«nt,  bat  a  belief  of  the  tot^ 
disregard  of  every  thing  like  Jastice  in  a  ma- 
jority acting  under  either  deluded  views  or  in- 
jnriously  sdfish  motives.     Our  discontent  has 


the  laws,  or  in  the  organization  of  conventions, 
with  the  cunning  of  working  by  double  tides 
the  double  purposes  of  ambition  and  avarice. 
No,  our  people  nave  met  peaceably  and  consti- 
tutionally, to  petition  you  in  firm,  yet  respect- 
ful language,  to  stay  your  isjurious  hand.  Al- 
though disregarded,  your  table  groans  with  the 
weight  of  their  remoDEtronces.  Do  not,  how- 
ever, mistake  a  lingering  hope  that  yon  will 
yet  be  just,  a  respectful  patience  for  your  de- 
cision, for  an  insensibility  to  theii  int«rest  or 
their  wrongs. 

Sir,  I  am  incapable  of  holding  out  a  threat  to 
this  House.  I  would  not  do  itj  from  policy, 
even  if  I  were  not  restriuned  ny  the  nigher 
considerations  of  self-respeot,  and  a  belief  that 
I  shooM  stand  rebuked  by  the  public  sentiment 
of  my  own  countrymen,  who  are  themselves 
too  brave  not  to  despise  the  poor  stratagema  of 
sheer  bullying.  There  is,  however,  surely,  no 
lack  of  a  proper  caution,  that  on  my  pablio 
and  private  responsibility,  I  shall  say  to. you, 
that  it  is  the  clearly  ascertained  "  authentic 
sense  of  public  opinion"  in  Sonth  Carolina, 
that  f^om  an  irresistible  physical  and  moral 
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destiny,  we  consider  you  are  coercing  ns,  to  in- 
quire, whether  we  can  afibrd  to  belong  to  a 
oonfederooy  in  which  severe  restrictions,  tend- 
ing to  an  ultimate  prohibition  of  foreign  um- 
meroe,  is  its  established  policy)  '^^t.  what- 
ever may  be  our  religious  veneration  for  this 
Union,  yon  are  compelling  us  to  ask  ourselves, 
when  you  strike  at  onr  bread,  to  which  va 
owe  the  bigbest  obhgation,  the  law  of  God, 
the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  necesuty,  or  to 
that  of  arttScial  and  political  association  t  Ve 
tell  you,  that  we  love  this  Union ;  that  we 
have  sacrificed  not  a  little  to  it,  and  that  noth- 
ing but  your  ii^ustioe  and  nnkindness  can  drive 
us  ont  of  it;  that  we  will  bear,  and  have 
borne,  for  its  honor  and  seGUrity,  more  than  onr 
share  of  its  burdens ;  that,  with  scarcely  a  single 
pecuniary  interest  which  was  violated  by  the 
mother  country,  we  were  the  first  to  send  our 
sympathy,  and  to  pledge  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, in  the  quarrel  of  that  then  Roman  colo- 
ny, where  the  cradle  of  the  revolution  was  first 
rocked  ■  that,  in  our  second  contest  for  seven 
years,  uie  whole  industry  of  onr  State  wss  pal- 
ued  by  a  war,  and  restrictions  worse  than  war, 
in  which  we  had  not  even  a  remote  local  omi- 
cem.  We  could  bear  all  this,  because  our 
tribute  was  paid  to  the  real  honor  and  solid  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  not  to  cupidity 
wearing  the  mask  of  patriotism  I 

The  gentieman  from  Hain&  (Ur.  Bpkaqui,) 
in  Jnstiy  and  philosophically  descanting  on  the 
seoMtiveness  of  a  free  people  when  wronged  by 
oppreGsive  taxation,  told  you  that  a  tax  of 
three-pence  on  tea,  produced  that  mighty  rev- 
olution, by  whose  success  we  have  now  a  right 
to  be  here.  But  the  gentieman  seemed  to  shun 
the  irreustibia  and  inseparable  moral  of  his 
own  illustration.  I  will  adopt  it.  Yea,  aJT,  I 
win  adopt  it;  because  I  wish  to  commit  trea- 
son against  this  constitution  t  Ko,  ur ;  be- 
cause it  ftuTiishes  a  lesson  of  soberness  and 
truth.  It  is  right  that  the  arrogance  of  power 
should  sometimes  be  softened  by  those  instmi}- 
tive  memorials  of  hnmility,  which  it  is  the 
business  of  history  to  teach.  To  be  supposed 
to  be  weak,  and  to  be  the  object  of  injustic& 
are  too  often  one  and  the  same  thing;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  many  sagacious  and  patri- 
otic stockholders,  in  some  one  of  the  vast  cor- 
porations which  are  to  be  pampered  with  larger 
profits  by  the  nonrishment  of  this  bill,  console 
themselves  in  the  belief  that  onr  presumed 
weakness  supplies  on  ample  indemnity  for  your 
oppression.  Lord  SufibUc,  one  of  the  most  in- 
sulting and  arrogant  of  the  persecutors  of  the 
colonies  during  our  revolution,  said  in  his  place, 
that  "he  would  not  deign  to  inquire  where  a 
Congress  of  vagrants  were  to  bo  found :"  but 
as  it  has  been  well  said,  he  was  very  glad  soon 
after  to  despatch  a  secretary  out  of  his  own 
office  to  find  these  vagrants,  without  know; 
where  his  own  generus  were  to  be  " 
who  were  sent  out  to  subdue  them. 


where  his  own  generus  were  to  be  discovered 
who  were  sent  out  to  subdue  them. 

Is  thia  treason,  nr  ?    I  hope  not    I  do  not 
design  it  as  even  a  bare  thrwt.    Ilie  oalj  le»- 
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BOD  I  mean  b>  enforoe  ia,  that  there  i»  e 
tunes  ft  fatal  delasion  is  Bpecnlating  too  much 
on  the  weakness  of  thoM  whom  we  intend  to 
Oppreaa.  Ib  it,  moreover,  treason,  sir,  to  tell 
70D  that  there  is  &  coDdition  of  pnblio  feeling 
throughout  the  southern  part  of  tnis  Oonfeder- 
•cj,  which  no  pmdent  man  will  treat  with  con- 
tempt, and  no  man  who  loves  his  countrj  will 
not  deure  to  see  allayed  t  And  have  70U  to 
be  told,  "that  there  are  critical  moments  in 
the  fortunes  of  all  States,  when  thej'  who 
are  too  weak,  perhaps,  to  contribute  to  yonr 
prosperity,  are  strong  enough  to  complete 
jour  mia?"  God  forhid,  air,  that  my  lan- 
guage ahould  be  mistaken.  I  neitlfer  wish 
to  indnlge  in  disafTection  nor  insnlting  defi- 
■ace ;  but  I  ahonld  consider  myself  as  treach- 
(TODs  to  every  ohligation  whidi  I  owe,  both 
to  7011  and  to  those  whom  I  represent,  if 
I  (ttt«mpted  to  dismiss  the  md[«d  sentiaeat 
which  animates,  with  the  pnlsation  of  one 
bo0om,  a  State  second  to  none  in  this  Union, 
for  her  elevated  national  feeling  and  devoted 


to  the  poUtical  ftiecds  with  whom  I  am  prond 
to  be  associated  in  generoua  and  zeaions  alli- 
ance cm  another  question  of  great,  and  only  in- 
ferior importance  to  the  one  before  ua.  I  re~ 
gret,  deeplyr^ret,  the  exdtement  under  which 
ih^y  are  acting.  Siimnlatcd  into  a  mbtaken, 
hot  honest  wal,  for  interests  that  only  reqnire 
to  be  let  alone  tlo  thrive,  by  the  deep  designs  of 
aft  opposing  party,  they  seem  to  have  been 
harried  on  m  a  sort  of  rival  career  with  their 
opponcnta,  of  not  who  shonM  equally  adjust 
the  relative  interests  and  wants  of  our  country, 
but  -who  ahould  feed  highest  the  fever  and 
paraxTsms  of  popular  delusion.  I  have  met 
with  bnt  one  melancholy  parallel  to  this : 
which  is  to  be  fonnd  in  tjie  history  of  one  of 
the  most  disgraceful  acts  which  attJn  the  stat- 
nte  books  of  Great  Britain.    I  ollade,  air,  ' 


the  tories  that  this  illnstrions  monarch  was  the 
friend  of  religious  toleration,  and  that  a  part  of 
Uia  very  army  with  which  he  had  aubduod  the 
last  and  most  infamous  of  the  Stnarta,  was 
eomposed  of  Catholics.  The  tories  therefore 
introduced  this  bill,  for  the  puipose  of  com- 
pcDing  the  king,  as  it  has  been  troly  said,  either 
to  violate  his  principlea  of  toleration,  or  incur 
Sm  odivm  of  protecting  papists.  They  there- 
fare  mode  it  aa  oppreaaive  and  as  ofTensive  as 
Msible,  that  it  might  be  defeated.  The  then 
unrt  ^tj  seeing  this,  retomed  the  bill  filled 
with  sul  greater  absurdities  and  rigors.  "  And 
tfaaa,  (as  one  whom  we  may  weU  call  the  moat 
■Uow^hic  of  historians,  informs  ns,)  this  act, 
■lied  with  the  double  iqjnstice  of  two  par- 
tm,  neither  of  whom  int«ided  to  pan  what 
Akj-  hoped  the  other  wonld  be  persuaded  to 
■met,  went  through  the  legislatnre  contrary  to 
the  real  wish  of  aO  parties ;  and  In  this  man- 
Bsr,  aa  if  playing  with  balls  and  counters,  mode 
V01.X— 8 
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sport  of  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  their  fal- 
low-creatures." 

It  would  be  alien  to  the  purpose  for  whlcb  I 
rose,  to  make  a  detailed  application  of  the  par- 
allelism of  this  case.  I  put  its  moral,  however, 
to  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  tariff, 
from  its  first  conception  at  Harrisbnrg,  through 
all  the  subsequent  stages  of  its  existence,  down 
to  the  present  most  inauspicious  moment.  I 
will,  nevortheless,  aak,  whether  it  has  not,  in 
fact,  been  loaded  with  the  double  injustice  of 
both  parties,  and  whether  a  compromise  has 
not  been  effected,  at  a  point  by  which  each  has 
been  relieved  from  the  apprehended  odinm  (^ 
its  defeat,  at  the  price,  however,  of  making 
sport  witn  "  the  fortunes  and  liberties  "  of  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  this  Confederacy!  I 
know,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  liable  to  the  diarge 
of  seditious  violence,  in  the  ethics  of  those 
who  suffer  "under  severe  fits  of  moderation," 
to  Qse  the  phrase  of  one  who  aeee  ttr  into  ha- 
man  things,  and  expresses  well  all  that  he  sees. 
I  shall,  moreover,  be  especially  obnozionB  to 
the  censures  of  those  who  are  to  fatten  on  the 
booty  that  is  to  be  extorted  by  this  bill.  Those 
who  are  to  profit  by  injustice,  are  always  the 
exclusive  friends  of  good  order,  and  cherish  a 
virtnoQS  abhorrence  of  the  treasonable  com- 
plaints of  those  who  are  to  sufi'er.  That  we 
should  bear,  without  repining,  every  exaction 
which  cupidity  may  levy,  I  hare  no  donht.  In 
the  eslfiem  of  some,  would  be  the  most  aancti- 
monious  oblation  we  could  ofier  on  the  abrine 
of  this  Uuion.  But,  after  all,  is  It  wise  to  pnsh 
a  free  people  to  the  extremity  of  inquiring 
whether  this  thine  Is  Inst,  and  whether  it  ia 
right  that  it  shoald  be  Dome  )  Our  Confeder- 
acy was  surely  not  formed  for  the  agitation  of 
snch  heart-burning  and  perilons  qneetlone. 

Bir,  one  of  the  great  masters  of  hnman 
knowledge,  who  with  a  ken  little  short  of  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  perceived  some  of  the 
causes  of  the  succen  of  oar  revolntion  in  the 
very  turn  of  thinking  of  our  people  on  the 
subject  of  taxation,  has  told  na,  that  "liberty 
inheres  in  some  sensible  objects ;  eveiy  nation 
has  formed  for  itself  some  favorite  point, 
which,  by  way  of  eminence,  becomes  the  crite- 
rion of  their  happinesa.  It  happened  that  the 
great  contests  for  freedom,  in  this  country, 
were,  from  the  earliest  times,  ohiefiy  npon  the 
question  of  taxing.  It  is  not  easy  to  make  a 
monopoly  of  theorems  and  corollaries.  The 
colonies  draw  from  you,  as  with  their  Ufe- 
blood,  these  ideas  and  principles.  Their  love 
of  liberty  is  fixed,  and  attached,  on  this  specifio 
point  of  taxing."  And  so,  sir,  it  has  oontin- 
ned,  down  to  the  present  day,  in  our  tranait 
from  colonial  dependence  to  sovereign  States. 
This  habitual  sensibility,  which  belongs  to  a 
fi^e  people,  yon  have  aroused,  by  observing  no 
sort  of  moderation  in  your  objects,  until  yon 
have  fixed  the  conviction  in  the  pnblio  mind, 
that  the  diflbrence  between  "taxation  withoat 
representation,"  and  taxation  with  repreeenta- 
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to  mitigate  the  evils  which,  in  practice, 
oommon  to  botli ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  that  it 
will  reanire  a  more  ingenious  and  talented 
oaaniet  tiian  even  aaoh  a  man  as  the  pensioned 
anthor  of  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny,"  to  aatiafy 
onr  people  that  yon  are  not  doing  the  same 
thing,  in  a  different  fom,  with  the  superadded 
burden  of  an  amonnt  of  impost,  which  never 
arose  even  in  the  imagination  of  Grenville  and 
of  Korth,  to  admnlate  their  oonnorant  spp»- 
lite  for  American  revenne ;  aggravated  as  all 
this  is,  by  the  irrepresdble  sentiment,  that  yon 
arebreakins  the  faith  of  that  eqoaloompaot  by 
which  this  Union  can  alone  hope  to  live — "  the 
fonntain  from  which  its  onrrent  mna,  or  bears 
no  life." 
Sir,  there  may  be  those  who  are  wise  enon^ 


belike  themselves  to  be  free ;  and  thu«  may 
live  that  man,  for  aught  I  know,  sufficiently 
base  to  dewre  to  put  one  State  oat  of  joint,  ' 


Eurpose  of  sustaining  a  partioular  dynasty,  and 
a  anointed  Buooeaaion,  To  the  Bxtft,  let  me 
point  to  Uie  solemn  lessons  which  history  un- 
folds j  to  the  last,  I  know  not  what  to  say — 
for  hiB  iUuHtrionB  infamy  would  deserve  some- 
thing more  than  the  ohe^  ignominy  of  a  gibbet. 
Bnt  I  trust,  wr,  that  this  cup  may  pass  Irom 
ns :  that  in  our  firmness  and  enlightened  pa- 
tience— not  base  Bttbrnission — and  in  yonc  re- 
turning sense  of  josdce,  we  shall  find  onr  rem- 
edy and  relief:  that  the  apirit  of  concord  end 
affection  may  again  be  breathed  into  this 
Union,  gujniftfjng  it  with  the  durability  of  eter- 
nal life.  But,  if  an  adverse  destiny  ^onld  be 
ours — if  we  are  doomed  to  drink  "  the  waters 
of  bitterness,"  in  thur  utmost  woe — if  we  are 
doomed  under  a  tyrannous  legislation,  to  be  ro- 
dnoed,  in  effect,  agun,  to  a  condition  of  colo- 
nial Tasaolage,  by  your  compallmg  us  to  pur- 
chase, in  one  quarter  of  this  Union,  all  that  we 
may  consume,  and  of  selling  all  toot  we  may 
procure  by  the  sweat  of  onr  brow  to  the  Mme 
favored  portion,  you  may  rely  at  least  on  one 
thino — that,  in  a  jonotnre  so  full  of  dif^cnl^, 
South  Oaroboa  will  be  found  on  the  side  of 
those  principles,  standing  firmly,  on  the  very 
ground  which  is  canonized  by  that  revolution 
which  has  made  us  what  we  are,  and  imbued 
us  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  and  soverMgn 
people. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  short-aightod  and  un- 
wiae  aa  I  am,  to  indict  the  crisis  when  she 
ought  to  act.  A  more  humble  office  will  be 
mine.  It  will  be  soffloiant  for  me  to  know,  that 
— among  the  least  worthy,  but  not  the  least 
devoted,  of  her  children — where  she  is,  there 
will  I  also  be,  with  hostages  of  an  offspring  that 
I  love,  and  with  a  heart  which,  I  trost,  in  all 
due  humility,  will  not  (alter  "  when  resistance 
ilaelf  becomes  a  virtue." 
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Ur.  TuBHSB  said :  Mi.  Speaker,  at  the  time  the 
oonstitntton  was  formed,  that  mighty  eom- 
pact,  under  the  authority  of  which  we  are  now 
legislatinB,  the  great  difficulty  which  preseoted 
itself  to  the  convention,  and  which  threatened 
dissolution  more  than  onoe  to  that  band  of 
patriotB,  was  the  confiicting  interest  of  different 
Stat«B.  Each  one  in  his  representative  c^iad^, 
was  unwilling  to  port  with  any  more  of  that 
power,  which  then  belonged  to  separate  and 
mdepeodent  sovereignties,  than  was  absolutety 
necessary  to  form  a  government.  Under  tliu 
state  of  things,  a  system  of  compromise  was 
formed,  which  was,  under  its  then  ctmstmction, 
rendered  sufficiently  palatable  t«  be  adopted  t? 
the  whole.  WheUier  such  a  result  could  be 
obtuned  at  this  time,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
oourse  which  legislation  has  taken,  may  be 
matter  of  specnlation ;  but  I  do  not  hesdtate  to 
affirm  that  it  could  not  No,  sir,  could  not— 
unless  that  construction,  for  which  we  now  con- 
lend,  was  secured  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt.  For  with  this  construction,  it  was 
matter  of  doubt  and  difficolty  with  some: 
without  it,  it  would  have  been  rqeoted  by  sU 
the  Southern  States.  Never  would  they,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  foot,  have  coDseal«d 
to  place  themselves  under  the  control  of  a  Oov- 
ernment  that  had  the  authority,  or  if  having 
the  authority,  would  exercise  it,  to  impose  a 
tai,  that  is  to  operate  so  unequally  on  di^eut 
seoUons  of  the  Union.  But,  sir,  we  are  told  by 
genUemen  that  we  are  not  prohibited  from 
manufacturing — that  we  may  avajl  onrselres  of 
all  the  greiU  advautages  that  are  to  flow  from 
this  bill :  but  I  will  tell  them  that  we  are  pro- 
hibited, not  by  any  law,  but  by  Uiat  which  is 
much  more  powerful  than  any  law,  the  absolute 
inability  to  carry  them  on.  The  gentlunan 
from  lUiode  Island  (Hr.  Fsaboi)  who  addressed 
the  House  yesterday,  was  so  kind  aa  to  point 
oat  the  superior  advantages  of  the  South  as  a 
manufactunng  country  ;   but  I   will   tell  that 

fmtleman  after  returning  him  my  thanks,  that 
believe  I  know  something  more  of  this  country 
than  he  does.  We  ore,  ^r,  deficient  in  all  the 
great  essentisls;  we  have  not  navigation  to  any 

Ct  extent  in  oar  interior  conntry ;  neither 
I  we  water  power  sufficient;  and  at  the 
foils  of  our  great  rivers  where  such  establish- 
ments could  be  formed,  there  is  not  health-, 
and  we  ore  moreover  deficient  in  that  greatest 
of  all  essentials,  a  moneyed  oa}»tal :  besides,  we 
ore  prohibited  even  by  onr  prejadioes.  Agricul- 
turists we  are,  and  agriculturists  we  must  re- 
main, so  long  as  we  have  a  sparse  populaticm, 
and  the  peculiar  species  of  property  we  have 
among  us.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  may  oonteod 
against  these  difficulties,  and  any  attempt  to 
counteract  them,  will  end  in  ruin  and  disu>- 
pointmenL  We  cannot  contend  with  our  North- 
em  brethren  ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  assert 
what  is  already  snfficientiy  well  known,  and  a 
knowledge  of  which  fact,  does  not,  I  fear,  rMi- 
der  them  the  less  ardent,  in  urging  these  meas- 
ures on  the  oonnderation  of  Gon^eeo. 
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Do  not  the  nnmerouB  memorials  laid 
^on  OUT  tables  protrntiiig  against  these  meos- 
nns,  md  ^maiiatuig  from  tho  pdople  them- 
tdret;  do  not  the  resolutions,  passed  bj  onr 
different  8tat«  L^alabires,  speak  a  laiifraage 
tint  elioiild  be  listenod  to  bj  this  House  t  Evea 
thoM  sections  of  oonntry  more  immedistel;r  i°- 
tenrted  in  the  passi^  of  this  bill  have  not  been 
BlMt  in  protestiDg  agunst  it ;  and  it  is  an  evi- 
dcsoa  of  whst  I  believe  to  be  true,  that  the  body 
rf  the  people  in  everj  portioa  of  the  United 
Strtea,  uoorreotly  infonned,  would  be  opposed 
is  it.  We  all  know  with  what  fadlitj  meohan- 
i»irfev«7  description  oan  combine  and  oon- 
«rt  their  jdans.  Thej  thus  have  it  in  their, 
povsr  to  give  an  inpOBing  appearauoe  to  mj 
Nt  ot  meSBorea,  ana  the  more  powerful  and 
wealths  these  IndiTidoals  are,  the  mora  impos- 
ing wifl  be  their  representationB,  But  the  poor 
maa  of  the  North,  the  hnmble  planter  of  the 
Sonth  and  Woat,  that  class  of  indiyidnab  who 
coMitnte  the  foondation  of  the  wealth  of  all 
m&ini,  must  snbiait,  for  the  want  of  that  oon- 
Mrt  and  knowledge  which  alone  could  enable 
tbem  to  netat  aaooesaf^f  the  enoroachmentB, 
Ikfl  oppresdona  of  those,  whom  selfish  motives 
btve  placed  in  their  waf.  Ko  donbt,  air,  there 
ire  muij  to  Iw  fomid  who  wonld  accept  of  mj 
property,  or  anj-  other  man's  property,  if  the 
iln»g  arm  of  power  shonld  take  it  from  me  or 
him,  and  give  it  to  them.  Bat,  sir,  do  not  the 
Im  afibid  na  protectiou  against  this  outrage  I 
Would  it  not  be  an  act  too  bold  even  for  a 
dtqut  to  perfc»mf  Where  is  the  difi'erence 
betireeo  this  case  and  the  operations  of  this  bill, 
if  puaed  into  a  law  t  Does  it  not  pnt  its  hands, 
I  will  not  eay  its  onhallowed  hands,  into  the 
pwktte  of  the  planter  and  consumer  genersUr, 
to  give  it  to  the  mannfiwtnrer  t  It  might  be 
•DBW  consolation  to  the  breast  of  the  patriot,  to 
knav  that  thie  money,  which  is  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  poor,  was  to  go  to  the  treasury 
(f  IhsDOnntry,  to  discharge  the  large  na^onal 
debt,  with  which  we  are  encumbered;  bnt  we 
luTe  the  misfortnne  to  know,  that  it  goes  to 
ntieh  thoae  who  are  already  the  wealthiest  of 
Um  land.  Tea,  dr,  the  effect  will  be,  to  make 
die  rich  still  richer,  and  the  poor,  poorer.  Let 
pntlemen  di^nise  it  as  they  may,  still  it  is  a 
tn,  and  an  ooiona  tax,  because  nneqnaL  And 
•ben  we  ha*e  gone  as  far  as  prohibition  will 
pnnit  Da,  and  in  this  it  must  terminate — for 
Mliigtory  proves  it,  and  gentlemen  have  the 
Nodor  to  ATOW  it— I  preeome  we  shall  be 
edled  upon  to  pasa  laws,  to  increase  the  con- 

atiffii  of  the  article ;  perhaps  to  bmr  the 
in  woollens,  or  some  sach  law  1  And  I 
Kncnve  we  h&ve  as  much  right  to  do  this,  as 
le  do  what  has  been  done, — the  general  welfare 
uy  require  it^  at  least,  bit,  the  welfare  of 
vooDen  roanu&ctairers. 

Tlus  Oovemment  waa  formed  for  great  and 
■eUe  purpoees ;  it  was  formed  upon  the  prin- 
dfle,  that  the  people  should  be  iri)le  to  control 
mrmlerH;  it  waa  formed  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
•l"^;  it  waa  not  formed  for  a  minority  to 
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promote  their  own  views,  as  their  private  inter. 
eet  maj  direct  And,  sir,  these  political 
schemes,  which  I  conceive  to  be  entirely  hos- 
tile to  onr  institutions,  are  doing  more  to 
weaken  the  Union  of  mese  Btat«B,  than  any 
plan  that  conid  be  devised.  lustead  of  leaving 
the  people  to  manage  their  own  affaitB  in  their 
own  way,  we  most  administer  our  medicine 
most  profusely ;  and  God  grant  that  we  may 
not  hucribe,  on  the  tomb  of  onr  patient  the 
old  Bpanish  epitaph :  "  I  was  well,  would  he 
betteTj  here  I  am."  It  is  but  too  evident,  that 
both  m  our  General  and  State  Govemmente, 
we  have  too  much  legislation.  Let  us  pasa 
only  those  laws  that  are  absolutely  necessary, 
and  no  more ;  leave  the  rest  to  the  people — let 
nature  take  its  course ;  this  is  the  correct  policy 
of  this  Government  For  all  theae  fine-spun 
political  schemes,  which  appear  so  well  in 
theory,  when  reduced  to  practice,  nine  times  in 
ten  bring  misery  and  <T>preBsion  upon  some  one 
portion  of  the  community,  Something  is  1^  oat 
of  the  calonlation,  whi<i  waa  not  foreseen— it 
produces  too  artificial  a  state  of  authority ;  and 
the  machine  ultimately  becomee  so  complicated, 
that  no  political  ju^ler,  however  expert  he 
may  be,  will  he  competent  to  )ta  management. 
It  is  npon  these  prindplee  that  I  am  opposed  to 
all  those  politioal  measures,  which,  in  a  oountij 
so  extensive  as  this,  where  the  interest  of  the 
people  is  so  divermfied,  must  have  a  tendency 
to  build  up  one  portitxi  of  the  conunnuily  at 
the  expense  of  the  other.  For  the  Justioe  of 
these  remarks,  I  would  instance  England,  that 
glorious  hut  Dnfortunate  country,  where  politi' 
cat  legerdemtun  has  been  ezerosed,  until  th^ 
tricks  can  no  longer  conceal,  that  they  have 
brought  their  country  to  the  brink  of  national 
bankruptcy.  Yes,  rir,  tliat  England,  and  that 
Ireland,  which  have  been  held  up  to  thia  na- 
tion, by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Stewabt)  as  a  pattern  for  us  to  imitate.  Sir, 
the  idea  suggested  itself  to  my  mind,  of  a  phy- 
noian  who  should  advise  a  young,  healtby,  and 
vigorous  individual  to  take  his  medicine,  merely 
because  it  had  afforded  relief  and  perhaps  pro- 
tracted the  existence  of  a  worn-out  and  infirm 
old  man.  The  advice  is  bad  enough,  bnt  to  fol- 
low it  wonld  be  perfect  madness.  There  was 
another  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument  that 
struck  me  as  being  equally  remarkable.  He 
dwelt  for  some  time,  and  with  considerable 
empharia,  on  the  &ct  that  England  ezdudee 
from  the  list  of  her  unporta,  .^nericsn  flour, 
and  urges  this,  as  the  most  excellent  reaaon  why 
we  should,  in  return,  exclude  British  goods. 
Tea,  dr,  England  oppreaaes  her  subjects  for  the 
benefit  of  her  landed  aristocracy ;  therefore  we 
should  oppress  onr  oitizeoa  for  the  l>enefit  of 
onr  msnufactnrers ;  she  will  not  pennit  her 
sQ^ects  to  eat  cheap  bread;  therefore,  we 
should  not  permit  our  citizens  to  wear  cheap 
olothiug.  This  is  retaliation,  I  presume,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  acceptotiDn  of  the 
term ;  bat  it  is  a  ptdicy,  against  which,  in  the 
name  of  my  oonstituenta,  1  do  most  so] 
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protefit  Bnt  even  aooording  to  the  gentle- 
man's  own  mode  of  reasoning,  upon  prinoiples 
of  reoiprodtr,  is  it  jnst,  is  it  proper,  to  ezdnde 
Tingli""  goods,  when  she  takes  from  ns  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  prodaoUonB  of  our  soil,  our 
cotton  and  tobacco,  whioli  are  almost  theonlj 
sonroe  of  revenue  to  the  pluiter  of  the  Bonth  t 
But  this  the  gentleman  considers  as  notbiog, 
not  worth  the  preservation;  and  whjt  B»- 
oaose  it  is  the  eiclnaiveprodnction  of  the 
Sonth,  and  some  of  the  Western  States ;  sad 
this  is  the  great  secret.  Yea,  elr,  this  polioj,  if 
perseTered  in,  will  make  ns  the  Ireland  of 
Amerioa.  We  are  to  be  permitted  to  drag  ont 
a  miserable  ezistenoe,  to  oontribnte  to  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  the  North  I  I  will 
not  troBt  my  feelings,  to  apeak  on  this  mbject ; 
for,  on  this  floor,  it  becomes  qb  all  to  be  tem- 
perate. 

It  Mtpears,  nr,  that  we  too,  like  En^aad, 
most  have  oor  schemes;  and  to  render  them 
the  more  palatable,  great  names  ore  given— the 
American  Sjstem.  Bnt  gentlemen  differ  as 
widelj,  as  to  what  is  the  American  ajstem,  as 
they  do  from  whence  they  derive  aathoritj 
from  the  constitution,  to  oarr;  on  worka  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  One  will  tell  yon  that 
this  is  the  American  system ;  another  from  a 
different  section  of  the  connby,  will  tell  ns,  Oh, 
no  I  that  this  is  the  American  system ;  while 
a  third  will  differ  from  both  the  others,  snd 
present  na  with  whatL  in  his  opinion,  deserves 
alone,  the  name  of  this  great  system.  Jnst  as 
the  supposed  interest  of  particular  portions  of 
oonntry,  which  gentlemen  happen  to  represent, 
reqoire,  so  they  speak.  What  caused  the  man- 
ufacturers of  Lyons  to  exclaim,  "  Vive  l'£m- 
perenr,"  (at  the  retom  of  the  great  Napoleon 
from  Eltwt  Belf  interest;  for  they  wellknew 
that  the  presence  of  Bonaparte  wonld  eiolode 
from  their  oonntry  English  goods;  and  that 
his  hostUity  to  England^  would  never  permit 
their  introduotdon.  Yea,  sir,  it  all  proceeds  from 
selfish  motives ;  the  great  American  System 
at  last  resolves  itself  into  a  system  of  self-inter- 
est ;  and  the  attempt  is  made,  to  render  it  the 
more  popular,  by  the  influence  of  a  name.  Sir, 
we  all  know  and  feel  the  infinence  and  magic 
of  a  name ;  but  the  veriest  minnow,  to  whom 
thia  bait  is  thrown,  will,  I  hope,  discover  too 
muoh  sagacity  bo  be  deceived.  The  American 
System  1  Sir,  we  disclaim  the  name ;  and  to  de- 
nominate it  a  system,  to  use  this  Government,  to 
promote  the  views  of  particular  sections  of 
country,  would,  I  presume,  be  a  more  correct 
aomenolatnre.  The  true  American  system 
consists  in  the  GoTernment  not  interfering  in 
these  matters ;  in  having  nothing  to  do  with 
political  schemes,  which  are  calculated  alone  to 

Sromote  the  interest  of  comparatively  few  in- 
ividnalB,  and  those  confined  to  particolar  sec- 
tions of  oonntry,  at  the  expense,  nay,  sir,  the 
min,  of  other  portions  of  the  Union, 

The  fiame  of  this  manufacturing  mania  hsa 
been  &nned  in  certain  States  for  political  pur- 
poses; but  the  people,  among  whom  there  is 


too  mnch  intelligence  long  to  be  deodvsd,  will 
discover  that  they  have  no  real  interest  in  these 
measnres ;  eren  now  it  ia  apparent,  from  the 
connter  memorials  laid  upon  our  tablet,  that  a 
reaction  is  taking  place.  Gentl«n«i  will  re- 
turn to  their  constituenlB,  and  tdl  them  madti 
has  been  done  to  promote  their  interest,  that 
they  have  given  them  a  tariff.  No  doubt  they 
will  greatly  r^oice — bnt  wOl  they  not  inquiry 
whether  uieae  benefits  are  to  extend  to  every 
portion  of  their  country  I  And  must  not  gen- 
tlemen, in  csndoT,  admit,  that  it  is  to  <merste, 
oppressively  on  certain  paria  of  the  Cnited 
States,  and  that  the  representatives  from  those 
States  protested  ag^nst  it,  and  pointed  oat  the 
evils  that  will  inevitably  flow  from  it,  bnt  we 
conceived  it  to  be  a  measure  to  promote  yoor 
interest,  and  in  aocordanoe  with  your  wishes, 
and  acted  accordingly.  What  should  be  the 
reply  of  a  generous  and  magnanimous  people) 
If  I  mistake  not  their  character,  tliey  will  sajr, 
take  t>ack  your  leg^lation ;  we  scorn  to  l>e  pro- 
moted at  the  entense  of  a  porijon  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  And  I  address  myself  more  partiou- 
larly  to  the  West,  whose  interest  ia  so  inti- 
mately combined  with  that  of  the  Sonth ;  de- 
Htcoy  ns,  deprive  us  of  oor  foreign  market,  and 
that  moment  yon  infiict  a  vital  stab  on  your 
own  interest.  And  what  have  we  seen  on  this 
fioor)  Northern  members  voting  for  a  doty 
on  cotton  bagging,  to  promote  the  interest  at 
the  West.  TMs  ^  readily  assented  to,  for  the 
South  alone  is  to  be  affected  by  it;  but  wlien 
they  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  duty  on  mo- 
laaaea  and  hemp,  all  too  for  the  benefit  of  the  West 
their  zeal  receives  a  sudden  oheok  I  for  should 


theee  items  be  reteined  in  the  bill,  and  it  should 
unfortunately  be  passed  into  a  law,  it  is  likely 
they  will  experience  some  of  the  great  benefits 
resulting  from  the  American  System.  Yea, 
sir,  the  West  mnst  deprive  itself  of  amarketfor 
their  stock  of  almost  every  description,  to  ob- 
tain the  incalculable  benefit  of  making  ooUon 
bagging,  to  sell  to  those  who  will  be  too  poor 
to  purchase  any  thing.  It  would  not  do,  sir, 
to  call  this  a  plan  of  a  certain  descri^oi^  for 
other  States,  beudes  those  of  New  England, 
have  participated  in  it. 

Let  us  compare  the  situatitm  of  the  North, 
at  this  time,  with  the  South ;  and  what  a  coa- 
trast  is  presented  to  our  view.  On  the  <me 
hand,  we  behold  a  dense  population — the  oonn- 
try in  a  high  state  of  cultivation — her  towns 
and  villages  rising,  aa  if  bj  the  hand  of  magic ; 
in  short,  every  thing  combining  to  prove  that 
the  eonntsry  ia  in  a  great  state  of  prosperity. 
Osn  such  a  representetion  be  made  of  another 
portion  of  the  Union?  No,  ur,  a  aad  reverse 
is  the  reality  I  We  have  not  onr  flourishing 
towns  and  villages ;  and  instead  of  the  Sonth 
being  in  a  progressive  state  of  improvement,  it 
is  on  the  high  road  to  ruin.  And  we  present 
the  Angular  epeotacle  at  this  time,  of  one-fourth 
the  population  of  a  State  w  illing  to  desert  their 
homes,  to  seek  for  prosperity  elsewhere ;  and 
nothing  detains  them,  but  the  lUisolutd  inahilitj 
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to  dispose  of  their  property,  at  slniost  any 
price.  Those  boDds,  that  nstoie  has  thrown 
■round  the  aflbotions  of  every  one,  for  his  na- 
tive  place,  are  torn  Bsander ;  and  the  onhappy 
eiSe,  forced  to  bid  adieu  to  that  home,  and 
that  oonntry,  which  is  made  dear  to  him  by 
tbe  nnohangeable  laws  of  natnre,  and  of  na- 
tnie'B  God — by  a  Bygtem  of  legialation,  which, 
at  the  time  uiat  it  inflicts  the  wonnd,  is  ke^t 
ont  of  view ;  yea,  -sir,  I  do  proclaim,  that  this 
indirect  mode  of  taxation  is  an  enigma  that  the 
]aigo  body  of  the  people  do  not  attempt  to 
wive.  At  the  time  lie  porohaseB  a  ponod  of 
irat  or  a  bnihel  of  salt,  the  idea  seldom  pre- 
Mnta  itaelf  to  the  plain,  illiterate,  but  honest 
and  indnatiiona  planter,  that  he  ia,  at  that  very 
moment,  paying  a  heavy  tax  to  his  Govern- 
ment. He  may  complain  to  tbe  merchant  of 
hn  high  prices,  bnt  does  not  often  reflect,  that 
hia  Government  forces  the  merchant  to  ask 
thBfle  high  prices.    And  were  the  operalJoiiH  of 
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inake  the  assertion,  that  so  Utr  from  being 
gl^ed  in  the  conraderatJon  of  a  proposition,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  place  new  hardens  npon 
the  people^  we  shonla  be  more  landabl;  em- 
ployed in  relieving  them  of  those  bartbena,  al- 
ready almost  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  And  is  it 
to  be  expected,  that  the  mannfkctnrers  will 
ever  oease  to  aak,  so  long  as  we  shall  give  ? 
Ho  sir,  never  I  It  is  soffioient  for  them  that 
ve  abonld  give — they  will  never  refiue  to  re- 
orire.  I  have  it  from  a  eonroe,  that  I  valne  aa 
Ijgfalj  aa  that  from  any  other,  that  many  of 
tbe  manabctu«rs  do  not  wish  for  any  greater 
protootion  than  they  at  present  eqoy.  A 
hi^er  rate  of  duties,  they  JnsCly  snppose,  will 
haTa  the  effect  to  throw  too  mnch  oi^iital  in 
that  direction.  It  is  thoee  who  are  at  work  on 
a  borrowed  capital,  chiefly,  who  oome  here, 
and  are  most  clamorons  fi>r  the  aid  of  Con- 
creaa.  With  just  the  same  propriety  might  an 
mdividnal  procnre  endorsers,  borrow  money 
from  s  banx,  purchase  a  plantation,  stock  it, 
go  to  work,  and  then  gravely  come  here,  and 
lA  tbe  QoTemment  to  pay  the  interest  for 
hfan.  The  nn^e  fact  admitted  by  the  mann- 
betorers  themselves,  that  f^om  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  niteen,  ten  millions  of  cap- 
Jtol  vested  in  stock  of  this  description,  had  in 
twenty  fom*,  increased  to  forty  millions,  is  snf- 
Soent  to  pet  to  flight  all  their  reasoning  on  this 
Htje4^  But,  even  now,  when  we  hear  so 
Boeh  of  the  distressed  condition  of  tbe  mann- 
hetorer,  we  are  told  that  capital  is  deserting 
■Bmnierce  and  agricnltare  to  vest  itedf  in  man- 
tttttories.  Is  not  this  sufficient  to  oonvinoe 
mtrj  nnprejadieed  mind  that  it  is  the  beat 
Iwijiiiirn  at  this  time  in  the  country  f  Oonld 
fte  Harriabnrg  recommendations  prevail,  we 
Amid  see  individoals  made  rich  by  the  legisla- 
Imt  of  Congreaa — for  an  immediate  rise  of 
■Kn&etoring  stock  wonld  take  place ;  and  I 
^■kot  snppose  that  the  present  holders  would 
-to  as  Wnd  to  their  interest  as  not  to  sell  ont 


Sir,  I  can  compare  this  recommendation  to 
nothing  better  than  a  lottery,  and  oertunly  one 
of  the  combin^ion  order — and  like  all  schemes 
of  thia  description,  the  schemers  are  to  draw 
all  the  high  prizes — or  rather  to  sell  the  tickets, 
after  the  scheme  is  granted,  and  walk  off  with 
the  money. 

Yes,  rir,  I  do  religiously  believe,  that  owing 
to  the  system  of  legialation  pursued  by  Con* 
greee,  we  are  to  attnbnte,  in  a  great  meanre, 
the  unprecedented  depreciation  of  our  properly, 
I  know  that  other,  and  local  caoses,  have 
operated  towards  prodncing  this  state  of  things 
— I  allade,  sir,  to  those  moneyed  instituliona, 
the  evils  resiuting  from  which  were  so  elo- 
quently depicted  by  the  gentleman  ttota  Vir- 
ginia, (Ur.  Randolpb,)  whose  motion  is  now 
pending.  These  causes  combined,  have  pro- 
duced a  stete  of  things,  never  before  known 
with  us;  and  I  do  not  doubt,  that  those,  from 
other  slavehoiding  and  consequently  agricul- 
tural States,  will  have  it  in  their  power,  unfor- 
tunately, to  make  rimilar  representations.  Then, 
sir,  I  will  aak,  why  do  those,  who  already 
possess  most  of  the  advantages  flowing  IVom 
the  Union,  wish  to  push  things  further.  Have 
they  not  grown  mto  a  state  of  wealth  and  im- 
portance, while  the  South  has  remained  im- 
poveriahed?  Bat  not  satisfied  with  this  state 
of  things,  the  line  whiob  divides  our  interest 
must  be  made  still  plainer.  Pass  this  bUl,  and 
it  will  be  so  plainly  drawn,  that  the  worst  of 
consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  What 
has  caased  dissatisfaction,  on  thepart  of  ita 
citizens,  with  all  Governments  I  'Why,  rir,  the 
imposition  of  unjnst  taxes ;  the  history  of  past 
times  will  prove  this.  What  caused  Uie  sepa- 
ration of  these  States  &om  the  mother  oouutay  f 
The  attempt  only  to  impose  an  onjost  tax. 
What  WIS  the  principal  eause  of  the  revolution 
in  France)  Unequal  taxes.  And  gentlemen 
well  reoolleot  the  insnrrootion  that  occurred, 
even  under  the  administration  of  our  beloved 
Washington.  We  should  loam  wisdom  from 
experience,  and  beware  how  we  persevere  in 
a  system  of  legislation  that  may  destroy  the 

Erospects  of  this  country — that  may  destroy  the 
opes  of  the  world.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  it  ia 
odious  to  make  allusions  of  this  kind,  on  thia 
flooi^-nor  is  it  used  as  a  threat  No,  sir.  I 
hope  we  are  far,  very  far,  from  any  thing  like 
disunion ;  bnt  it  is  done  to  impress  this  House 
with  the  opinion,  seriously  entertuned,  that  if 
any  thing  can,  the  system  of  legislation  pursued 
by  Oongreas  will  bring  about  this  catastrophe. 
I  represent  those  who  are  devotedly  attadied 
to  this  Union,  from  motives  arising  from  the 
noblest  principles  of  our  nature — in  this,  they 
yield  to  none ;  but  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  human  patience  will  not  endure. 

ToBDAT,  April  S3. 
Tariff  BilL 
Mr.  Wmoht,  of  N.  Y.,  movod  the  preriona 
question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
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The  Speaker  put  the  mun  qneetioii,  "Shall 
this  bill  paaal"  and  it  was  dedded  b^  yeas 
lOS,  nays  94. 

Tais. — Meam.  Aoderaon  of  PeDnijlruiii,  Arm- 
MiODg,  Baldniu,  Barber  of  Coon.,  Bvlow,  Bamard, 
BeechBT,  Belden,  Blake,  BroirD,  Bucbanui,  Buckner, 
Bock,  Buimer,  Bulges,  Chute,  Chilton,  Clark  of  Sew 
York,  ClMk  of  Kentucky,  Condict,  Coulter,  Creieh- 
ton,  Crowninahield,  Daniel,  Davenport  of  Ohio,  De 
Graff,  DickinMn,  Duncao,  Dvigbt,  Eirll,  Fiiidlar> 
Fonraid.  FiTi  Ounsej,  Garroir,  Gr«en,  Harrey, 
HmI^,  Hobble,  Hoffbian,  Hunt,  JeDoinga,  Jobna, 
Eeaaa,  King,  lAirrenoe,  LecompiA,  Leffler,  I^toher, 
Uttle,  Lyon,  Hagaa,  Mallarj,  UarkeU,  HarUndale 
Marrjn,  Haiwel^  UcEatton,  UcEean,  UcLoan, 
Henriu,  UetcaUe,  Miller,  Uiner,  Ilitcbell  of  Penn., 
Hoora  of  Ey.,  Orr,  Fhelpa,  Pier«on,  Bumey,  Bu«get1, 
Sergeant,  Soans,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sunberrr,  Ste- 
vensoD  of  PennajlTania,  Bterigere,  Stewart,  Stom, 
Stower,  Strong.  Swann,  Swift,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Thompaon  of  Hew  Jeiaey,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  S.  J., 
Tance,  Van  Horn,  Van  Rennmelaer,  Vinton,  Walea, 
Whipple,  Whittleaey,  \ncUiflb,  Wileon  of  Pa.,  J.  J. 
Wood,  SilM  Wood,  Woods  of  Ohio,  Woodcock, 
Wolf,  Wright  of  S.  7.,  Wright  of  Ohio,  Yancey 
—106. 

Nats.— Heans.  Alexander,  Alien  of  Vaaa.,  Allen 
of  Yir^nSa,  Alston,  Anderson  of  Maine,  Archer, 
BaUey,  P.  P.  Bafbonr,  Barker,  Barringer,  Bartlett, 
Bates  of  Man.,  Batea  of  UsMuri,  Bell,  Blair,  Brent, 
Bryan,  Butman,  CambielenE,  Carson,  Carter,  Clai- 
1>on>e,  Conner,  Crockett,  uilpeper,  Davenport  of 
Virginia,  DaTiiof  HaM.,  DaTlsof  8.  a,Desha,Dor- 
aey,  Dnrton,  Everett,  Floyd  of  Oeot^  Fort,  Qale, 
OUmer  Qorham,  Gniley,  ^le,  Hallock,  Hall,  Ham- 
ilton, Etaynea,  Hodgea,  Hotmea,  Ingersoll,   laacks. 


Plant,  Polk,  Bandolph,  Beed,  lUi^iaTdson,  Bi^] 
BiVBS,  Boane,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Bmyth  of  Va, 
^ragne,  Taliaffarro,  Thompaon  of  Oeorgia,  Trea- 


nnt.  Tucker  of  South  CatoUna,  Turner,  Vamnin, 
Yerplanck,  Ward,  Washington,  Weema,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Wingate— M. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  qaestdoD  then  recorrtog  on  the  title  of 
the  bill,  Mr,  Wiu>«  moved  to  Amend  it  by  add- 
ing the  words  "  sad  for  the  eacooragemeut  of 
dMuestic  manofactnres," 

Ur.  BumouH  opposed  the  inotioD,  insisting 
that  domeetio  manafactnres  meant  those  whicn 
were  carried  on  in  the  families  of  farmers,  in 
the  fabrication  of  what  used  to  be  called  Vir- 
{^ta  olotb :  and  that  the  bill,  if  it  had  its  trne 
name,  shoold  be  called  a  bill  to  rob  and  plun- 
der nearly  one-half  of  the  Union,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  residne,  &o.  Let  the  friends  of  the 
bill  christen  their  own  child;  he  wonid  not 
stand  godfather  to  it.  The  title  was  merely  ad 
eaftandam  vu^u*  ;  like  the  words  of  the  con- 
tinental money  ridiculed  in  Swift's  verses : 

"  Libtrtat  tl  nalalt  lottBA, 

Fine  words  indeed  1 1  wonder  where  yon  atole  'em." 

The  bill  referred  U>  mannfactnree  of  no  sort  or 


kind,  bnt  the  mannfbotiire  of  a  Present  <^tIio 

United  States. 

Mr.  WiLDB,  after  a  brlrf  i^Iji  ■>>  which  he 
assented  to  Mr.  RasDOLPa's  opinion  of  the  bill, 
bat  thought  the  mannfaotores  in  the  faitulj 
onght  to  be  called  household  mann&ctnres^ 
consented  to  withdraw  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  Dbattok  moved  to  amend  the  title  as  fol- 
lows: Strike  oat  all  after  "An  act,"  and  in- 
sert "  to  increase  the  duties  npon  certain 
imports,  for  the  pnrpose  of  increasing  the  prof- 
its of  certain  manafaotarers." 

Mr.  D.  after  some  general  remarks  on  the  in- 
farions  and  nnconatitntional  character  of  the 
Dill,  stated  the  main  reason  for  his  desiring  to 
amend  the  title  was,  ttiat  a  declHion  might  be 
bad  on  its  coostitationalitj,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States,  on  soma 
case  which  might  arise  nnder  its  opOTation. 
This  oonld  not  be  done  if  the  title  remained  aa 
it  now  stood.  A  declaration  by  the  poww 
which  enacted  the  law  that  it  was  intended  for 
the  protection  of  cert^  maoafaotarers,  woold 
bring  np  the  constitutional  qnestion  whether 
Oongreas  could  increase  the  daties  oo  imports 
for  snch  a  parpose. 

Ifr.  EonoKs  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Dbattott,  by  adding  to  it  as  foL 
lows :  "  And  to  transfer  the  capital  and  indus- 
try of  the  New  England  States  to  other  States 
in  the  Union." 

Whereupon,  Vr.  Basturt  moved  the  pr«- 
vions  qne^on  on  the  title. 

The  Hoase  saetained  the  call ;  the  prevlona 
qnestion  was  pat,  and  carried ;  and  tlie  main 
qnestion  having  been  pnt  as  follows :  "  Shall  thia 
be  tiie  titie  of  the  hill?  "  it  was  carried  withoat 
a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.* 


*Th«  d*bat*  OB  tbla  Tariff  bUl  f>  varr  nineli  tbt 
nd  wtthont  I«>  to  the  (ntdtst.  It  balB(  the  fbnrth  gi 
dabala  npon  the  •ma*  quHtlso  vlUila  ■  fto  jiani 
7>u*  ISM,  18W,  IBM,  ud  laSS,  uw  Its  Ksolat  n 
ud  u  udh  at  theoe  debatie  took  pUev  at  the  liM  lojif  •«»- 
doD  babra  ■  pneidaatlil  alectlan,  tbtf  wan  obllgod  to  ai- 
SDnw,  STan  It  tlian  bad  baen  no  pramaditatliiii  to  that  affect, 
■  pDlltloal  up«t,  ud  to  commit  tbaluolTei  vllh  Uis  Im- 
pending  aleotlML  Belort  IBl^  tha  tirlffl  wars  dlacnnad 
ilmpl;  u  buliaa  maiinret,  and  wlUi  veij  Uttle  dlfferenea 
of  prlBBlple,  raTenn*  being  thoD  tha  obtMit,  ud  pntoctloB 
to  boma  [ndutzj  Uia  Incldant  In  ISIS,  that  prindpla  began 
(o  be  reietsad— protaoUeD  being  made  ttas  object,  and  rev- 
enge tha  Incident;  and  In  ISH  and  IS,  that  nriail  of  prin- 
ciple, ud  the  periodical  angmantlng  of  dDtl«^  and  the  p<dlt- 
leal  aapect  which  the  Tariff  bad  aianmed,  gave  deep  dlaem- 
tent  U  the  plutlng  BtMee,  an  whicb  the  burthen  of  t^ 
dntleaeblellrreU.  TheapeecheaoftheIrinamb«neihlblltba 
ertdePoaDrchifldlHontent;  wblob.  In  bot,  became  pervading, 
aod  left  a  large  aecUocof  tha  Union  nndar  the  palnlU  belief 
that  the;  were  Injored  ud  oppraaiad  by  this  branch  of  the 
ftdenl  legUatlon.  Conddirata  inen,lnollieiiecIloniaftha 
Union,  and  who  bad  been  ftjeudlj  to  Uu  piDteetlte  pvUtir, 
tf pactallj  when  It  waa  oonaldared  the  prataotlon  of  honao- 
baH  iDduCiT.lvtnnIng,  weaving,  and  knltttog  at  boms,)  ba- 
(aa  to  abange  their  flaws,  (are  a  raliiotaot  aaaaat  to  tba  sal 
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¥r.  Tttchk,  of  Bonth  Caroiinft,  moved  the 
tonsideratioa  of  a  reeolation  ofTered  bj  him 
goma  time  Bince,  with  a  view  of  fixing  the  day 
of  icOoonunent ;  and  on  the  questioD  demanded 
the  jeu  and  najs;  which  being  ordered  by 
the  Hoose,  stood  jeaa  112,  nays  44. 

B»  resolation  was  accordingly  considered. 

'  Ruotted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  od 
the  part  of  the  Hooae  of  Representatires,  to  join 
•adi  cominittee  aa  ths  Senate  maj  appoint  ou  tbeir 
put,  to  Gi  on,  and  recommend  a  day  on  whlcli  the 
Ptcsdeat  of  the  Senate  and  the  Bpeaber  of  the 
Honw  of  RepreaentatlTea  ahall  adjonm  the  present 
Maion  of  CoDgTeas." 

Mr.  Tatixib,  of  Kew  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  FMoliitioii,  by  ioaerting,  after  the  words 
DD  their  part,  "  to  oonuder  and  report  what 
buiiMM  is  neoesaarf  to  be  acted  on  ^  the  pree- 
Mt  waioa,  and." 

Xr.  TnoKBB  objeoted  to  this  ameitdmeDt,  and 
ntged  the  geatlemon  from  New  York  not  to 

Hf.  Hakiltok  moved  the  following  as  an 
aBModment  to  the  amendment :  Strike  oat  all 
after  the  word  "  Resolved,"  and  insert  "  That 
the  Prendeot  of  the  SenMe,  and  the  Speaker  of 
tlM  House  of  Representatives,  be  aathorized  to 
doM  the  pretest  seerion  of  Oimgreaa,  by  au  ad- 
joomment  of  both  Eooses,  on  Uooday,  the 
19th  of  Hay  nest." 

Ur.  E.  snpported  his  amendment  by  a  few 
lemarka,  esprusing  his  fear  tliat  thia  Oongreas 
might  be  r^roached  as  the  long  Parliameut. 

Ur.  "itxtjas  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
laatotTMed.  He  adverted  to  the  great  length 
of  time  which  had  l>een  consamed  in  debate, 
and  the  very  amall  amoimt  of  bosineas  doae ; 
•ad  innsted  npon  the  propriety  of  first  knowing 
bow  mnoh  bnsiaeas  required  attention  before 
the  HoDse  fixed  the  length  of  time  iteceasary  to 
Moompliah  it  He  eonolnded  his  remark^  by 
defflandiog  the  yeaa  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ordered  by  the  Honse. 

Mr,  DwioHT  briefly  advocated  the  amend- 
moil  of  Hr.  Ha.uLTos',  on  the  ^nnd  that  fix- 
ing a  day  certain  would  expedite  the  bnainees 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  MARviy  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
EiioLTON,  and  advocated  that  of  Hr.  Tatlob. 
B  BO  regard  waa  to  be  had  to  the  amount  of 
Iwtineaa  to  be  done,  why  wonlil  not  ^ntlemen 
adjoora  at  onoe,  since  all  were  anzions  to  re- 
tnn  to  their  homes!  The  Hooae  had  jnst 
fiHed  a  bill  of  a  very  interesting  character, 
vhiA  had  occnpied  it  for  six  or  seven  weeks — 


illnSiUd  oUiSTiipso  •alenUtlon  of  Jtutlflibla  phIIot; 

ot^eet.  pnteetjon  Iha  Inddent) 
_  .       d»tl>1  fllMUoo  nbdQld  ^  orw. 
TtklMmiitatkatM  prlodpla,  vlth  eaonaar  Id  IhcpsbUa 

fe^MBt^lt  111  tht  pJ"*<"j  StfttVfl. 
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oonld  they  expect  that  ita  diaooamon  in  the 
other  branch  ot  the  L^islatnre  would  not  take 
eome  considerable  time !  So  soon  as  Uie  fate 
of  that  bill  should  be  decided,  he  shonld  be 
prepared  to  take  steps  towards  an  a^onmment^ 
but  not  before. 

Ur.  TiroKXB  said  he  would  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague  if  he  tboognt  it  had  the 
least  chance  cf  snoceediug.  He  referred  to  the 
proceedings  formerly  had  en  the  some  subject, 
and  objected  to  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Tatlob 
as  likdy  to  lead  to  difficulty. 

Hr.  UoOoT  advocated  the  amendment  of  Ur. 
Hum.Toif,  observing  that  more  bnaioeaa  was 
□anally  done  at  the  shiwt  than  at  the  long  ses- 

The  amendment  would  leave  the  Honse  tiiree 
weeks  to  apply  to  bnaineae,  and  he  believed,  in 
that  time,  they  might,  with  diligence,  get 
through  with  every  subject  of  general  import- 
Mr.  BjiBTLETO,  after  a  few  previous  remarks, 
suggested  a  middle  course,  which  he  conld  net 
now  oS'er  as  an  amendment,  being  restrained  by 
the  rules  of  the  House.  It  waa,  that  the  com- 
mittee ahonld  be  confined  to  the  House  aloney 
and  not  made  a  joint  committee ;  and  ahonld  be 
charged  to  report  both  on  the  amount  of  buM- 
nees,  and  on  a  day  of  adJonrrimeDt. 

Mr,  TnoxxB  had  no  objection  to  the  latter 
port  of  this  amendment,  bat  thought  that  the 
former  would  produce  delay. 

Mr.  Polk  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of 
Ur.  "Saxo-tos,  and  tn  favor  of  that  of  Hr. 

The  Ohair  now  annonnced  the  expiration  of 
the  honr  allotted  to  morning  bnuneaa,  and  pro- 
claimed the  orders  of  the  day ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbouk,  the  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  debate  continned. 

Ur.  BumoDK  then  advocated  Hr.  HamL- 
Tos's  amendment,  adverting  to  the  reproach 
which  had  been  cast  upon  this  Oovemment  as- 
being  a  logocraoy.  He  thonght  the  amendmcmt 
had  an  important  political  bearing.  If  the 
Hoase  went  on,  contmually  enlarging  the  term 
of  its  session,  the  resolt  would  at  length  be, 
that  no  citizens  would  come  to  Congress  but 
either  those  whose  wealth  relieved  them  from 
the  neoeeaity  of  attending  to  their  own  bnai- 
ness,  or  those  whose  business  at  home  was  of 
BO  little  value  as  to  render  them  deeirons  of  an 
election  to  Congress  as   a  pecuniary  specn- 

He  appealed  to  the  House  whether  the  lata 
tariff  biU  might  not  as  well  have  been  disposed 
of  in  four  weeks  as  in  seven.  He  adverted,  by 
way  of  contrast,  to  the  practice  of  the  Britiui 
Parliament,  in  which  the  discusidon  of  any  one 
subject  rarely  extended  to  the  third  night.  No 
gentleman  supposed  that  the  House  could jget 
throngh  all  the  business  on  the  docket.  The 
hills  reported  by  the  committees  were  conldn- 
nallj  accumulating,  and  would  do  so,  even 
shonld  the  House  vote  its  sittings  permanenL 
He  sineerely  wished  that  the  o 
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fixed  the  length  of  both 
lieved  the  Honee  geoeraUj  do  twice  or  three 
timee  the  actual  amooat  of  bnainesB  at  their 
Hcond  BeaaioQ,  that  the?  do  ai>  their  first  The 
ezoeMTe  prolongatiou  of  debai«,  instead  of  ren- 
dering more  certain  a  oorrect  result,  generally 
operated  the  other  way.  When  a  sobject  was 
oarefidlf  examined  and  report«d  npon  by  one 
of  the  oommitteeh  and  an  argainent  afterwards 
had  in  the  Honse,  in  which  one  or  two  gentle- 
men on  either  side  preeeuted  the  leading  points 
in  controverBj,  the  Honae  would  generally  be 
prepared  to  act.  He  referred  to  the  great  haste 
in  which  billa  were  ofinally  passed  daring  the 
last  two  or  three  days  of  the  sesaion,  and  in- 
ferred that  the  House,  before  the  19th  of  May, 
might,  if  they  nsed  diligence,  get  tbrongh  the 
most  important  bills  before  tnem,  and  those 
they  omitted,  would  come  np,  as  of  course,  at 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  MiTOHBLL,  of  Tennessee,  after  adverting 
to  his  personal  anxiety  to  return  home,  insisted 
that  it  was,  nevertheless,  his  doty  to  forego  his 
own  wishes  and  attend  to  the  pnblio  bnsineas. 
Shonld  he  plead  with  his  coiisntnents  that  be 
hsd  neglected  it,  because  he  had  bnsinesB  at 
home,  tiiey  would  never  say  to  him,  "  well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  but  wonld 
order  him  into  "outer  darkness."  He  referred 
to  his  experience  in  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, whlon  he  insisted  was  a  far  more  dignified 
assembly  than  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives 
had  lately  shown  itaelf  to  be — as  that  Legisla- 
ture never  permitted  members  to  indulge  in 
Billiiusgate  ribaldry.  He  thought  the  beat 
reme^  for  logocracy  would  be,  for  the  people 
to  sti^e  from  the  roll  of  the  House  the  150 
lawyers,  who  were  eternally  babbling.  He 
did  not  include  in  that  remark  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  (Mr.  BiKBona,)  who  was  a  law- 
yer of  too  high  an  order,  to  be  at  all  within  its 
scope.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of 
llr.  Tattjis,  and,  in  supporting  it,  adverted  to 
the  846  private  bills — many  of  them  of  vital 
imgortanoe  to  the  olwmantt  which  jet  re- 
clamed npon  the  calendar.  Bhouid  they  break 
ap,  withont  attending  to  any  of  these,  they 
wonld  well  deserve  the  appellation  of  the 
"Rump  Parliament."  He  waa  opposed  to  the 
arbitrary  designation  of  a  day,  without  regard 
to  the  business  which  had  to  be  done.  He 
likewise  objected  to  empowering  a  committee 
to  digest  the  order  in  which  bills  shonld  be 
taken  np.  He  thought  no  favoritism  onght  to 
be  shown,  but  the  order  of  the  calendar  rigidly 
and  rapidly  pursued.  Prior  in  tempore,  prior 
6)  jwe,  was  the  maxim  of  the  civdians,  and 
ought  to  be  pursued.  He  concluded  with  re- 
ferring to  the  worn-out  soldiers  that  were 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  House,  and  whose 
only  hope  and  resource  waa  in  its  Jnstloe  and 
liberality. 

Mr.  Mababix  feaHog  that,  if  he  stayed 
mnoh  longer,  he  should  not  get  off  with  whole 
bonea,  professed  himself  anxious  to  return 
home,  tiie  dckly  season  approaching;   that, 


[ApBn:,  IBM. 


having,  during  this  woollen  contest,  gwned 
nothing,  he  might  be  in  the  way  of  fleedng. 
He  belonged  to  the  bloody  profession,  ha  said, 
and  though  he  might  not  be  able  to  look,  with 
as  much  composure  as  some  others,  on  blood 
and  carnage,  ne  could  contemplate  a  corpse 
with  calmness.  He  was,  therefore,  not  mnch 
moved  by  the  declining  state  of  the  Bevola- 
tionary  soldiers,  just  alluded  to,  some  of  whom, 
now  at  the  capitoij  informed  them  that  they 
had  walked  forty  mdes  a  day  to  get  here,  whim 
proved  their  ability  to  live  by  labor,  withont  a 
pension.  He  believed  the  chief  object  for  which 
gentlemen  were  to  bo  detained  nera,  was  the 
making  of  a  Freddent^&c.,  &c. 

Mr.  Ci^BE,  of  New  York,  replied  with  some 
warmth  to  the  remarks  of  Hr.  Hitohkll  npon 
babbling  lawyers,  expressing  his  indignatioa 
that  one,  who  himself  helonfed  to  the  bar, 
shonld  rise  in  this  House  and  slander  the  whole 
profeadon. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  s^d  he  regretted  to  feel 
under  the  necessity  of  enga^ng  in  the  debate, 
but  arguments  had  been  advanced  by  gentle- 
men that  he  could  not  silently  acquiesce  in.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Qir.  HAun-TOK,)  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
placed  the  cart  before  Qte  horse,  and  be  hoped 
it  would  not  be  agreed  to.  Sir,  add  Mr.  W., 
I  am  as  anxious  to  return  home  as  any  one 
here.  The  calls  of  my  family  and  business  re- 
quire me  to  leave  here ;  but  while  I  listen  to 
these  calls,  I  cannot  disregard  the  obligation  I 
am  under  to  my  constitnents.  When  I  agreed 
to  serve  the  public,  I  impliedly,  at  least,  con- 
tracted with  my  constitnents,  to  do  the  pnblio 
business  in  preference  to  my  own,  and  while  I 
recognize  the  force  of  this  contract,  I  cannot  c<»i  - 
sent  to  sacrifice  the  pubUo  interest  to  ooDsid- 
erations  of  personal  convenience,  or  private 
concerns.  The  amendment  proposed  to  fix  the 
IBth  of  May  as  the  day  of  aojoumment.  Why 
is  that  day  fixed  upon?  Have  you  been  told 
that  you  can  accomplish  the  public  business 
now  before  the  House,  by  that  timef  Will 
any  gentleman  say  it  is  within  our  physical  or 
onr  mental  power  to  accomplish  it?  I  think 
not.  On  the  7th  of  this  monUi,  there  remained 
on  our  calendar,  unless  I  mistake,  SS6  bills  and 
propositions  prepared  by  our  committ«ee.  If 
yon  add  to  these,  those  which  have  been  sent 
us  from  the  Senate,  and  those  which  will  yet 
be  received  from  that  body,  the  whole  number 
of  sobjectfi  requiring  the  action  of  the  Hoosef 
will  fail  little,  if  any,  short  of  400.  It  is  impOB- 
sibie  to  do  all  this  businem  with  the  delibera- 
tion that  becomes  this  body,  or  for  membera  to 
act  understanding!  y  npon  it^  in  the  short  space 
of  three  weeks.  Borne  of  it  mnst  be  left  un- 
done if  we  adjourn  within  two  months.  The 
resolution  proposes  to  inquire  how  many  of 
these  subjects  the  public  good  requires  shonld. 
be  ac]»d  on  this  session ;  and  in  reference  to 
the  business  before  Oongress,  to  fix  on  the  daj- 
of  adjournment.  This  is  according  to  the 
oommon  usage,  and  b  obvionaly  proper.     The 
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imendment  proposes  arbitrarily  to  fix 

ISKh  u  the  OAj.  Has  the  mover  bron^t  his 
ovn  mind  to  th«  conolnsioii  that  the  boMness 
Kobe  done  before  that  l^e!  No.  Has  he  deter- 
mined which  of  these  subjects  shall  be  acted 
en,  and  which  postponed  t    He  will  -  - '    - 


T«  ihoold  make  tbe  ' 


iijniry, 


nnderetand  the 


nfgect,  arrange  the  bosmess,  form  the  beat 
Jodpnant  we  can  of  the  time  required  to  do 
what  most  be  done,  and  then  we  can  promptlj 
fii  the  da;.  Sir,  we  sU  deprecate  the  evils 
itlfffliiing  hastj  and  inconsiderate  legislation. 
than  who  have  witnessed  the  mode  of  doing 
ImsiBeas  at  the  close  of  our  sessions,  will  be  at 
BO  loM  for  the  cause  of  tbe  man j  imperfect  and 
Unndering  laws  we  pass,  and  the  freqnent  colls 
BpOD  OoD^^reas  for  explanatory  acts,  to  make 
onr  iesialatioa  intelligible.  The  gentleman  and 
mjtm  have  freqaeotly  witnessed  bills  of  great 
imptvtano^  hnrried  throngh  the  forms  of  l^i»- 
libon  amid  noise  and  confiisioo  in  which  no 
one  conld  onderstand  the  subject  before  the 
Bdom,  when  even  ft  qnomm  of  members  were 
not  present.  Often  when  not  more  than  80 
WMO  present,  nmnerons  bUls  passed  without 
>  division  called,  lest  it  should  be  discovered 
tbcre  was  no  qnomm ;  tmtil  some  bill  particU' 
lirij  ot^ectionablo  to  some  member  indnoed 
him  to  Mil  a  divi»on,  when  a  call  of  the  Eonse 
w*i  eoramenced,  and  progressed  in  till  a  qnoram 
iffwared,  then  the  call  was  suspended,  and  per- 
U|M,  before  the  question  was  taken  it  was 
Snod  that  members  had  again  retired  and  left 
tbe  House  withont  a  qnoram.  If  that  be  called 
lUiberate  le^slation,  I  do  not  denre  to  witneee 
it  It  is  discreditable  alike  to  this  body  and  to 
tbe  nation.  If  we  have  bosiness  to  do,  let  os 
do  it — sit  early  and  late — all  day,  until  it  is  ae- 
complidied.  I  am  ready  to  aid  geoUemen  ia 
dii*  work,  and  I  tbmk,  if  we  are  fitted  to  be 
hu^  and  are  desirous  of  doing  our  dnty  as  Bep- 
rtaoitmtivee,  Uiis  is  the  course  for  us  to  pursue. 
Let  us  do  the  business,  and  then  go  home,  and 
Mt  determine  to  go  at  a  given  time,  then  get 
into  eonfosion,  and  go  and  leave  the  busineas 
■Ddone.  Goeroion  will  never  effect  deliberate 
li^«tion. 

The  gentleman  (torn  Yii^nia  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Busook)  urges  you  to  fix  on  the  day,  before 
yon  know  what  is  ueoe»ary  to  be  done.  He 
bM  adverted  to  the  mode  of  doing  business  in 
the  British  Parliament,  and  has  indicated  a 
preference  for  their  method  over  ours.  Ha 
Wfreoatea  the  gt^at  desire  among  members 
kre  to  engage  in  debate,  and  seems  to  regret 
tte  the  pTAotioe  of  the  British  Conunons  was 
■st  adopted  here,  to  decide  a  question  at  one 
« two  nights  sessions,  after  a  few  on  each  side, 
&t  leaders  of  adverse  parties,  have  delivered 
tteir  views.  I  have  bmn  acquainted  with  the 
fMlemaa  from  Virginia  for  a  number  of  years, 
■od  think  I  do  him  no  more  than  Justice  when 
I  «y,  be  would  not  knowingly  sdvocatA  any 
MMore  whose  tendency  he  thought  prejudicial 
to  tiie  liberties  of  the  people ;  but  I  think  the 
pwtioe  alluded  to  would  if  adopted  here,  sap 


to  the  very  foundations  the  principles  of  a  free 
Repr«eentative  assembly — the  liberties  of  this 
people. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Eauiltob,  (viz.  to  fix  upon  the  IWh  of 
May  for  the  day  of  a^onmment,)  and  decided 
by  yeas  72,  nays  118. 

Mr.  Tatlob  having  declined  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Babubit  as  a  modiflcation 
of  his  own, 

Mr.  Wabd  moved,  aa  aa  amendment,  that 
the  President  of  the  Benate  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentativee  a^onm  th^ 
respeotive  Houses  on  the  26th  of  May. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wasd  was  rejected, 
yeas  65,  nays  S8. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  TinoR'a 
amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution,  aa  amended,  was  adopted,  in 
the  words  following : 

Bitolttd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
ptrt  of  the  Honse  of  Hepresentatives,  to  join  such 
committee  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  on  their  part, 
to  consider  and  report  what  business  la  necessary 
to  be  acted  on  at  the  present  ns^on,  and  to  fix  on 
and  reeomniend  tbe  day  on  which  the  Freudent  of 
the  Senate  and  the  SpMter  of  ihe  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ihali  adjonm  the  present  session  of  Con- 
grcas. 

The  committee,  on  the  part  of  tbe  House, 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  seven  members. 


Thuxsdat,  April  24. 
Land  Claiim 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Munn  in  the  ohur,  on  the  bill 
"  to  amend  an  act  to  anthorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  ^ants  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therem  describeo,  and  to  settie 
the  vscont  and  unappropriated  lands  within 
the  same,"  passed  18th  April,  1B06. 

Mr.  Polk  said  the  bill,  under  consideration, 
proposed  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
certain  vacant  refuse  lands  lying  within  the 
limits  of  that  State,  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
pnrposes  of  education.  This  grant  was  not 
proposed  to  be  made  as  a  donation,  but  was 
claimed  by  Tennessee  to  supply  a  deficiency 
which  existed  in  the  common  school  lands  of 
that  State,  which  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806,  it  was  intended 
to  grant  toher,but  which  she  had  but  partially 
received.  It  was  intended  by  that  act,  to  place 
Tennessee  on  the  same  footing,  in  regora  to 
school  lands,  on  whloh  all  the  new  States 
admitted  into  the  Union  have  been  placed. 
Owing  to  peculiar  causes,  this  had  not  been 
done.  It  wontd,  he  s»d,  be  remembered  by 
the  committee,  that  what  is  now  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  once  constituted  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and  to 
enable  gentiemon  fully  to  comprehend  tbe 
nature  of  the  present  application,  and  to  utia^ 
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them  of  tiie  propriety  of  passing  the  bill,  he 
woold  briefly  bring  to  view  the  prominent  Mt8 
of  legislation,  which  bad  token  place,  oo  " 
subject  of  land  Utles  in  TeimeBaee  down  to 
preaeat  period. 

In  the  year  1T89  the  State  of  ITorlli  Carolina 
ceded  to  the  Government  of  the  Unit«d  States 
all  her  Western  territory,  now  included  within 
the  limita  of  the  State  of  TeDne9se&  but  in  the 
act  of  cession,  she  reserved  to  hergelf  the  right 
to  satisfy  in  the  territory  tbns  ceded,  all  her 
military  land  waitanta  issued,  or  to  be  issned  by 
her^  to  her  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  service 
dunng  the  Revolntionary  War,  and  also  the 
r^ht  to  satisfy  all  land  warrants  issned  by  ber 
to  redeem  specie  certificates,  a  cnirencj  in  the 
natnre  of  Treasory  notes,  issued  by  the  State, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  oeaaion 
was  accepted  by  the  United  States  apon  those 
conditions.  The  North  Carolina  cl^ma  vere 
therefore  a  lien  npon  the  ceded  territory.  In 
the  year  1804,  after  Tennessee  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  free  and  independent 
state,  a  compact  was  entered  into  between 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  by  the  t«nnsof 
which  North  Carolina  anthorized  Tennessee, 
to  proceed  to  have  located  and  granted  in  the 
territory  within  her  limits,  all  the  N.  Carolina 
warrants,  which  then  remained  nnBBtisfled,  and 
which  by  the  ternis  of  the  cession  act,  oonsti- 
tnted  a  Hen  upon  it.  This  compact  was  sanc- 
tioned by  Qongrees,  by  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1806.  AtthetimethatCongressratihed, 
and  gave  assent  to  the  compact  between  the 
two  States,  it  was  not  known  whst  quantity  of 
land  warrants  remuned  to  bo  satished,  but  it 
was  believed  that  it  would  not  consome  all  the 
lands  fit  for  onltivation  in  the  State  to  satisfy 
tliem.  Under  this  impression  a  line  was  direct- 
ed to  be  ran  across  we  Stat«,  beginning  at  a 
point  designated  on  the  southern  bonndiLry  of 
the  State,  and  running  uortb-westwardly  across 
it.  This  tine  wafe  called  the  Congreasional 
reservation  line,  and  the  land  warrants  were 
directed  to  be  entered  east  and  nortli  of  the 
line,  but  provision  was  at  the  some  time  made, 
that  if  the  country  east  and  north  of  the  line 
Bhould  prove  to  be  insufficient  to  satisfy  all  the 
land  warrants,  that  Oongress  wonld  thereafter 
satisfy  them  south  and  west  of  the  line.  The 
country  east  and  north  of  this  line  constitutes 
more  tbau  two-thirds,  and  very  nearly  three- 
fbmiha  of  the  State.  Congress,  in  the  same 
act  of  April  18th,  1806,  directed  oertun  lands 
to  be  laid  off  for  the  use  of  Oolites  and 
Academies,  and  provided  farilier,  that  we  Btate 
of  Tennessee,  in  issning  grants  and  perfecting 
Idtles  on  the  military  and  other  land  warrants  of 
North  Carolina,  shonld  locate  640  acres  in 
every  ail  miles  square,  in  the  territory  east  and 
north  of  the  said  line,  where  existing  claims 
would  allow  the  same,  for  the  nse  of  common 
schools — to  be  appropriated  for  the  Instruction 
of  children  forever.  So  numerous,  however, 
did  the  North  Carolina  land  warrants  prove  to 
be,  that  only  2!1,705  aorea  of  the  common 
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school  IsAds  were  located ;  whereas,  if  a  UO 
acre  tract  of  school  land  had  been  located  tc 
every  six  miles  eqnaro  east  and  north  of  the 
line,  the  number  of  acres  secored  to  conuuoii 
schools  wonld  have  been  444,444,  so  that  ttie 
State  had  received  for  common  schools  ksi 
than  was  contemplated  she  would,  by  131,736 
acres.  The  NorUi  Carolina  land  warrsnla  not 
only  exhausted  all  tbe  lands  intended  for  com- 
mon schools,  and  all  other  lands  of  mnoh  tbIos 
east  and  north  of  the.line,  but  a  larger  number 
of  them  still  remuned  unsatisfied.  Congrea 
bad  made  provision,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
that  if  the  land  east  and  north  of  the  line 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  them,  that 
they  shonld  be  satisfied  south  and  west  of  tLa 
line.  Accordingly,  in  tbe  year  1818,  Congresi 
did  make  provision  for  their  satisfaction  soath 
and  west  of  tbe  line.  They  have  been  thu 
satisfied,  and  it  is  for  the  vacant  luids  that 
remwu  south  and  west  of  this  line,  that  Ttn- 
nessee  now  asks  to  supply  in  part  at  least,  the 
deficiency  in  the  common  school  lands  east  and 
north  of  the  line,  which  were  contemplated  to 


be  granted  to  her  by  the  act  of  ConsreM  of 
18th  April,  180S,  but  which  as  he  had  sboim 
she  had  not  in  fact  received.  The  hill  pro- 
posed to  cede  to  Tennessee,  for  this  purpose, 
the  lands  which  shall  remun  vacant  south  sod 
weet  of  the  line,  "  after  tbe  satisfactiw  of  all 
the  bona  fide  claims  of  North  Carolina,"  w 
that  if  any  yet  romun  unsatisfied,  tbey  are 
provided  for. 

All  the  valuable  lands  south  and  west  of  the 
line  had  been  taken  by  the  North  Carolina 
warrants ;  and  in  order  to  form  a  just  estimate 
of  the  true  situation,  and  real  value  of  that 
which  still  remtdned  vacant,  and  which  the  lull 
proposed  to  cede  to  the  State,  it  was  propa  te 
notice  for  tbe  toformation  of  those  vho  had 
not  turned  their  attention  to  the  land  laws  of 
North  Carolina  and  T^messee,  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  North  Carolina  warranto  bad 
been  located  and  satisfied.  And  here  it  wai 
proper  first  to  observe  that  the  owners  of  land 
warrants  had  been  permitted  by  law  to  bare 
tbem  divided  and  subdivided  into  warrants  of 
small  size,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  appropriate 
them  on  valuable  lands.  Tbe  North  Carolina 
soldiers  were  promised  land  fit  for  oultivatioD, 
and  if  the  division  of  warrants  had  not  been 
permitted,  the  owner  of  a  large  warrant  mi^bt 
not  have  been  able  to  find  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  arable  land  in  any  one  body  to  satisfy  his 
warrants,  but  in  order  to  have  it  aatisfied, 
might  have  been  compelled  to  include  within 
the  bonnds  of  bis  tract  a  considerable  poriion 
of  st«rile  or  barren  land  of  no  value.  To  avoid 
this,  a  division  of  warranta  (whether  wisely 
or  not  it  was  not  now  material  to  inquire) 
was  permitted.  The  owner  of  a  large  warrant 
was  permitted  to  deposit  it  with  the  proper 
officer  to  be  oancellei^  and  received  tbe  same 
amount  of  acres,  in  warrants  of  smaller  siie. 
The  owner  of  a  fi,000  aero  warrant,  for  in- 
stance, could  depodt  it  with  the  proper  officer, 
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luiTe  it  oancelled  and  noeive  in  lien  of  it  Sts 
1,000  acr«  wftTTsnta — orfiftjlOOacre  wairanta, 
or  he  might,  if  he  choee,  have  it  dirided  into 
vuranta  of  still  snudler  size,  and  into  aa  man;- 
TCmnts  of  various  sizes  aa  he  pleased,  so  as 
not  to  exceed  the  nmnber  of  acres  of  the 
oripnal  n  arrant  that  had  been  cancelled. 
Then  the  cowitrj  south  and  west  of  the 
OoBgnsdoDal  Reservation  line,  was  rendered 
nilijeet  to  the  solis&ctioD.  of  warrajits,  b;  the 
■ot  (tf  Ooiupees  of  1B18,  there  were  floating 
md  muuitianed  In  the  hand^  of  the  owners, 
WMTantA  and  remnants  of  warrants  of  almost 
erer;  dse,  from  10  to  C,000  aores,  and,  in  some 
twtanc«a,  as  Bmall  as  one  acre.  The  legislatnre 
of  Tenneasee  eetabllshed  a  Board  of  Oommis^ 
An  to  abjudicate  on  the  validity  of  the  war- 
nots,  and  also  eetablished  in  the  district,  vmVb 
and  west  of  the  line,  land  ofBo^  in  which 
entries  of  land  were  authorized  to  be  made  bj 
tiie  owners  of  warrants.  It  was  proper  lilie- 
wise  to  state,  that  many  old  grants  were  issued 
by  North  Ouvlina,  as  early  as  tlie  years  1784 
md  17S6,  to  owners  of  warrants,  for  lands 
HDith  and  west  of  the  line,  then  in  ea  Indian 
country.  These  old  erants  were  of  oonrse  valid, 
and  the  land  covered  by  them  was  not  sabjeot 
to  entry,  to  satiefy  the  floating  warrants,  which 
were  still  nnaatififled. 

As  soon  as  provision  was  made,  and  land 
oSeta  were  opened  in  the  country  south  and 
wect  of  the  line,  the  owners  of  land  warrants 
went  into  the  coontry,  explored  it,  and  each 
■dected  fbr  himself  the  land  that  pleased  hiin, 
nd  entered  it  in  some  one  of  the  land  offices, 
<xh  calling  in  his  entry  for  some  natnrai  or 
artificial  o^ect,  a  particolar  point  on  a  given 
stTMm  for  instance,  or  a  point,  a  given  course 
and  dist&nco  from  some  notorious  or  natural 
otjeet,  as  the  point  of  identity  for  tbe  begin- 
ning at  his  tract,  and  designating  the  shape  of 
tni  ■nrvey,  by  calls  fbr  courses  and  distanoea, 
tmn  his  point  of  b^;inning,  so  as  to  include  in 
Us  tract  all  the  valuable  lands  he  oonld,  and  to 
Bzdnde  such  as  was  inferior,  or  so  stenle,  that 
it  was  of  no  value.  Upon  en  entry  thns  made, 
a  grant  issned  f^m  the  Btate.  Uony  thousands 
Df  entries  had  been  made  in  this  manner.  AU 
fte  valnahle  lands  had  been  thns  qipropri- 
«ed. 

It  wonld,  he  said,  be  readily  perceived  by 
the  oommittee,  that  the  lands  that  still  remun 
Tacant  did  not  lie  in  compact  bodies,  but  in 
detached  parcels,  in  shapeless  scraps  of  various 
ibas  axA  figDrea.  In  many  instances  a  narrow 
tnp  of  inlerit^  land  was  to  be  found,  lying 
between  the  lines  of  two  entries,  or  bordering 
•noDd  tracts  that  bad  been  entered  or  granted. 
In  other  instances  larger  bodies  of  vacant  land 
were  tc  be  found,  having  no  rej^ar  shape  or 
Ignre,  sorronnded  in  part  or  in  whole  by 
atries  mode  oa  warrants.  It  would  be 
percMTed  likewise  that  the  lands  thus  rem^- 
Dg  TBcaat  were  the  inferior  lands  of  the 
cmmtry.  The  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  in 
tfanr  memorial  to  Oongress,  had  stated,  and 
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snoh  was  nuqnealjonably  the  fact,  that  a  great 
portion  of  it  was  sterile,  being  either  swamps, 
bordering  on  the  creeks  and  rivers,  or  barren 
hills,  as  not  to  be  worth  appropriatjng  at  any 
price ;  and  that  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
acre  was  a  fair  average  price  for  that,  that 
would  be  appropriated  at  afl.  Not  one  acre  of 
it  would  iirobably  bring  the  present  minimlun 
price  of  the  government  lands.  The  testimony 
of   the  oommittM,  of  the 


of  their  value,  deMly  proved  that  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  vacant  land  wonld  not  be 
worth  the  taxes  to  be  paid  on  it  to  the  Btate, 
end  never  wonld  be  appropriated  at  any  price ; 
and  that  the  part  which  wonld  be  entered  lav 
in  small  pieces  and  detached  parcels,  and  would 
only  be  appropriated  at  a  redaced  price,  by  the 
owners  of  a^joioing  lands  and  others,  for  oat- 
lets,  timber,  &c.  From  the  testimony  given  by 
the  surveyors,  he  had  made  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  of  acres,  which  would  be  appropriated 
at  the  low  price  of  IH  cenbi  per  acre,  and 
found  it  woidd  not  exceed  Ave  hundred  thou- 
sand acres :  a  small  portion  of  this  amount 
wonld  bring  S6  cents  per  acre,  and  none  more 
than  50  cents  per  acre.    The  committee  would 


had  been  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction 
of  warrants,  was  wholly  different  from  that 
adopted  by  the  United  States  in  the  disposition 
of  the  publio  lands  of  the  Government.  The 
country  had  not  been  lud  off  into  townships. 
Owners  of  warrants  had  not  been  compelled  to 
enter  lands  adjoining  section  or  township  lines; 
they  had  not  been  compelled  to  include  the  bad 
land  with  the  good,  or  to  lay  out  their  troota  in 
regular  prescribed  sizes  and  shapes. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  must,  he  thougnt,  be  perfectly 
apparent  to  every  one,  that  the  United  States,  if 
she  were  disposed  to  do  so,  never  can  realize  any 
thing  from  these  vacant  remnants  of  land.  It 
would  be  Boarcely  practicable  for  her  to  survey 
and  designate  the  vacant  spots,  lying  as  they  do 
in  scattered  pieces,  between  and  aronnd  the 
lines  of  entered  lands ;  of  varions  nzea  end  of 
all  imaginable  shapes.  The  United  States  never 
had  a  land  office  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
he  submitted  it  to  the  committee,  if  one  were 
How  established  there,  and  it  were  practicable 
to  bring  these  scattered  remnants  oi  land  into 
market,  whether  they  would  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  laying  the  ooimtry  off  into  townships 
and  sections ;  of  surveying  the  vacant  spots,  so 

to  distinguish  them  from  the  appropriated 
...ids,  and  bringing  them  into  market  in  the 
manner  the  Umtea  States  dispose  of  all  their 
public  lands. 

It  might  then  be  asked,  if  this  be  tbe.case, 
why  does  TennesBoe  desire  to  obtain  them, 
if  they  are  of  no  value  t  Situated  as  they  are, 
to  the  United  States,  can  they  be  of  any  to 
Tennessee )  The  answer  was  an  obviona  one. 
'  her  land  offices  already  eatab- 
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lished  in  the  coontry.     Her  earyeyon  were 
poesessioQ  of  the  records  of  aU  the  appro- 
priated lands ;  they  had  an  iQtimate  knowledge 
of  what  rem^ed  vacant.    The  State  would, 
therefore,  without  incurring  anj  additional  ex- 

Ssnses,  u  the  lands  were  relinquished  to  her, 
Lrect  her  anrre jors,  instead  of  reoeivins  entries 
on  warrants,  as  they  had  heretofore  don  , 
receive  entries  at  a  low  and  a  flzed  price,  to  he 
paid  into  the  office  at  the  time  of  entrj  b;  the 
enterera.  In  this  way  the  owners  of  small 
farms  wonld  probably  enter  the  acyoiningUnda, 
for  the  timber,  &o.  In  a  fbw  cases,  poor  per- 
sons, residing  on  these  lefase  lands,  might  be 
enabled  bo  eecare  homee  for  themselves  and 
families.  Tennessee  was  pledged,  if  the  land 
were  relinquished  to  her,  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  them  to  the  pnrpote  of  edn- 
oaUon. 

Satubdat,  April  2S. 
Cat  of  Bichard  B.  WUde. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  P.  F.  Bakboub,  the  Hoase 
resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole, 
Ur.  CoNDiHT  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  irota  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  authorize  the  can- 
celling of  a  bond  therein  mentioned." 

To  this  bill,  the  following  amendment  was 
moved  by  Mr,  Tatloe,  of  New  York ; 

"Strike  oat  all  the  bill  except  the  enaatingckuse, 
and  Insert : 

"  IThat,  for  the  purpose  of  refunding  to  Kchard 
B.  Wilde  the  amouci  he  'haa  expended  in  tbe  pur- 
chase of  thirtj-nine  Africans,  parcel  of  tbe  cargo  of 
the  Spaaiah  Teasel  called  the  Antelope,  or  Ramirez, 
decreed  U>  Cuesta,  ManzaDel,  and  Brothera,  the  sum 
of  $11,100  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  oat  of  any  money  ia  tbe  Treaaury,  not 
otbervUe  i.ppropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Pro- 
vidtd,  the  add  Richard  B.  WUde  shaU  deliver  to  an 
agent  of  the  ColoniiatioD  Society,  properly  author- 
tied  to  receive  the  same,  the  said  thirty-nine  Afri- 
cans, or  the  Burvivors  thereof,  to  be,  by  aaid  Soci- 
ety, removed  to  the  colony  of  Liberia." 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob  led  to  a  protract- 
ed and  warm  debate,  in  which  the  following 
gentlemen  partdoipated :  P.  P,  Babsoob, 
Whioht,  of  Ohio,  Bpbaocs,  Oilmxb,  Tatu)b^ 
DwioBT,  Wkbms,  and  Mbbokb.  The  ^nestioa 
was  then  taken  on  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  nentived ;  ayes  SO,  noes  69. 

Mr.  P.  P,  Babbovb  offered  an  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the  bond  reCarred 
to  in  the  b^l,  which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendmeot,  In  which  the  House 
oononrred. 

Mr.  Tatlob  renewed,  in  the  House,  the 
amendment  which,  as  above,  he  had,  without 
BQccess,  proposed  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  required  tlie  question  thereon  to  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  * 

The  qnestion  was  then  accordingly  put,  and 
tlie  amendment  negatived  by  yeas  SI,  nays  108, 


The  bill  was  tJien  ordered  to  a  third  reftding, 

UoNSAT,  April  38. 
C<ue  <if  Siehard  £[.  WUcU. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  canoelling  of  a  certain  bond  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time  si 
amended. 

Ur.  Woodcock  delivered  his  sentiments  at 
large  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  which,  he  insisted,  wonld  be,  to  add  SD 
more  to  the  number  of  the  slaves  in  the  United 
States.  He  resisted  the  aigument  tiiat  the  bill 
was  required  by  motives  of  benevolence.  1st, 
on  the  ground  that,  if  tie  consequence  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  persons  concerned,  it  was 
not  the  provinoe  of  Congress  to  go  hunting  into 
foreign  conntriea,  and  bring  their  slaves  into 
the  United  States  to  benefit  their  condition, 
(and  he  con^dered  the  rettdning  of  foreign 
alaves,  who  wonld  otiiervrise  go  out  of  me 
country,  as  the  same  thing;)  and  Sd,  because 
the  laws  of  slavery  in  Georgia  were  more  severe 
and  oppressive  than  even  the  laws  of  Caba, 
whither  they  were  going :  in  confirmation  of 
which  position,  he  referred  to  the  law  for- 
bidding slaves  to  be  taught  to  read;  forbidding 
them  to  marry  without  the  assent  of  their  mas- 
ters ;  allowing  them  to  be  forcibly  separated 
from  their  wives  and  children ;  and  refoang 
tbem  the  power  of  being  emancipated  on  the 
payment  of  their  assessed  value.  He  had  all 
confidence  in  the  humanity  of  the  gentiemtn 
from  Qeorda,  fbr  whose  benefit  the  bill  pro- 
vides ;  but  tie  knew  not  into  whose  hands  these 
nnfortunate  beings  might  afterwards  fall. 

Ur.  FoBT  briefly  explained  the  reasons  from 
which  be  should  vote  against  the  bill — having 
ever  set  his  face  against  increasing  the  number 
of  slaves  within  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Babtlbtt  wished  to  understand  the 
opinion  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  od 
the  Judiciary  with  regard  to  two  points,  which 
he  held  to  be  important:  Ist,  whether  these 
Africans  would  be  slaves  by  law,  anpposiog  the 
present  bill  ahoold  not  pass  t  And  &d,  whether 
there  was  any  immediate  necesaity  for  a  deci- 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babboeb  replied,  that,  in  lus 
judgment,  they  would  be  slaves  by  the  dedrion 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
whether  the  bill  passed  or  noL  And  as  to  tbe 
2d  point,  it  waa  true  the  time  for  decision  had 
been  extended  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Qeorglib 
but  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  effect  and 
validity  of  that  decree.  The  time  first  limited 
was  six  months,  and  dist  time  would  very 
shorlJy  eiiilre.  He  waived  all  discussion,  and 
implored  tlie  House  to  consume  no  more  time, 
but  dedde  promptly  by  adopting  or  r^ecting 
tbebiU. 

Mr.  CuLFKpKB  said  a  few  words  in  ftvor  rf 
tbe  bill,  which  he  considered  as  g^ng  to  pT«- 
vent  these  people  from  bdug  torn  nxau  Qia 
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oWDections  thej  hod  formed  here,  and  being 
cvried  BWA7  into  s  still  more  severe  slavery. 

Mr.  SpKAsm  mfihad  to  see  the  original  de- 
cree of  the  Cirenit  Oonrt  of  Georgia,  that  be 
micfatknow  its  date,  condition^  and  effect,  " 
to  declaring  them  alaTee.  He  did  not  now  □ 
derstand  whether  the  &3nre  of  the  Spanish 
tUjnant  to  embrace  the  conditions  of  uie  de- 
tree,  wonid  leAve  those  persons  in  serritade 
BoL 

Mr.  Babbodb  replied,  that  no  papers  bod 
ten  before  the  Jndiciary  Oommittee  which 
IhCT  bad  not  bud  before  the  Hoose.  The  bond 
ilHJf  contuned  a  recital  of  the  decree,  on 
which  he  ma  prepared  to  act. 

Hr.  Sfsagitx  called  for  a  divisioD  of  the  qnes- 
tioB,  and  it  was  accordio^lj  divided,  and  put 
fine,  on  nmply  recommitting  the  bill,  then  on 
newnmittiiig  it  with  the  fnatrnctions  proposed. 
Both  the  proportions  were  negatived,  and  the 
qneadMi  being  pnt  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  as 
■mended,  it  was  decided — jeaa  92,  naja  82. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  retnmed  to  the 


TuHM^T,  April  29. 
Jff^iin  uith  JBraail. 

T3t»  following  reeolation  yeetcrda^  offered  by 
Ut,  Oovltsb,  respecting  the  Affairs  betireen 
the  Cnited  States  and  Brazil,  was  taken  np  for 
(Ot&dentiioD: 

"Jlneltad,  ThM  the  Fraaideot  be  requested  to 
EaBoraniekte  to  this  House,  (unless,  ia  his  opinion, 
te  cxigetides  of  the  OoTemment  ihsll  require  the 
•KM  to  be  kept  secret,) «  copj  of  the  correspond- 
eaee  between  our  late  Ch&rg6  des  AAuics  st  the 
SDort  of  Brmiil  uid  the  BradEitm  GoTemment,  in 
relslicm  to  ths  alleged  blockade  by  the  nsval  force 
■f  tiie  said  OOTcmment,  of  any  p$it  of  the  coast  of 
Ibe  Boenoa  Ayrean  Bepabllc,  and  a  copy  of  the 
CMTcapcMidenee  between  the  said  Cbarg6  dcs  Af- 
Uns  and  hi*  own  QoTeromeDt  on  the  nme  subject. 
lad,  abo,  a  eopy  of  tha  correspondence  betwesa 
•Bsaid  Cbargt  dci  Allkires  and  the GOTemmeDt  of 
^*— "*,  in  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of  American 
■tiwiiH  And  a  eopj  of  any  coirespoDdence  now 
w  Ble  in  relaSon  to  the  said  Charge  des  AffUres 
desanding  his  paMports  from  the  swd  Government, 
wd  the  caoM  tbeieo^  except  so  far  as  the  same 
■^  fa&ra  t>*ai  heretcdbre  communicated. 

"And,  ilto,  that  the  Prerideot  be  reqoested  to 
wmimiicate  to  this  House  aoy  information  that 
■■T  kar«  been  recently  roceJTed  by  the  Govera- 
■■it  coaeermag  a  paper  blocliade  of  the  whole 
tttt  at  the  Bnenos  Ayrean  Bepublic  by  the  Got- 
■imcnt  of  Bia^  and  the  conseqaent  embarrass. 
■m  lo  American  commerce.  And,  also,  to  cou- 
— Imli)  to  this  Boose  what  measures  tiave  been 
ktia  by  this  Gorerament  uoce  the  bte  Chsrai  des 
IMiis  tcA  the  Court  of  Brazil,  to  connterrul  the 
ftnl  sTaten  cf  blockade  attempted  to  be  enforced, 
~   ''       '         ^a  sulleiiDg  and  losses  of  American 

re  naTlg    ■       ■ 
.       .    _      _     J  law  of  1 
Mt«  of  lUi  Gorerament.' 

Mr.  Emnt  obaerred,  that  he  was  not  sore 


[a  OF  E. 

that  he  had  an  insDrmoantable  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  this  resolntlon ;  Le  wonld  not,  at 
least,  express  the  positive  opinion,  that  it  ooght 
not  to  pass,  till  he  had  heard  the  explanation  of 
the  gentleman  who  moved  it,  as  to  the  views 
which  had  induoed  him  to  bring  it  forward. 
Bat  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  say  a  word  on  tjie 
subject  of  the  resolution,  so  far  as  it  covered  the 
same  gronnd  with  other  resolntions,  which  have 
been  before  the  Hotise  this  winter,  in  reference 
to  this  branch  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
country.  In  answer  to  a  reswntioD,  which  Mr. 
£.  himself  had  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the 
Hoosc,  a  commnnioation  had  some  time  since 
been  received  from  the  Department  of  State^ 
containing  the  correapondence  between  the  Rep- 
reaentotive  of  the  Brazilian  Government  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  on  a  portion  of  the  snb- 

{ 'act  of  the  present  resolution.  That  answer, 
le  believed  he  might  say,  was  satisfactory. 
The  gentleman  now  oaks  for  information  as  to 
the  measnres  which  have  been  adopted  bjr  this 
Government,  to  procure  a  redress  far  the  wrongs 
inflicted  on  onr  citizens  by  persons  acting  nnder 
BrazUian  anthority.  By  tJie  oommnnication 
from  the  Department  of  Stole  referred  to,  it 
will  appear  that,  after  the  retnm  of  Ifr.  Raguet. 
Ijefore  tho  Eiecntive  Government  of  the  United 
States  wonld  consent  to  nominate  a  snccessor, 
they  received,  from  the  Representative  of  ttie 
Brazilian  Government,  an  offioial  assnranoe, 
that  Ml  indemnity  wonld  be  made  by  the  Bra- 
zilian Government  for  any  wrong  which  should 
be  shown  to  have  been  done  to  an  American 
citizen,  in  his  rights  or  property.  This,  sorely, 
was  sll,  which,  in  that  stage  of  the  buunees, 
coold  be  asked.  Having  received  this  as- 
surance, the  Executive  of  the  United  Stetes, 
nominated  a  new  Ohorg^  des  Affaires  to  BrauL 
It  seemed  to  Ur.  E.  premature,  to  ask  what  he 
had  done  to  call  for  his  instmotions  or  his  pro- 
ceedings upon  them.  Mr.  £.  was  not  aware 
of  the  existence  of  any  reason  for  supposing 
that  he  had  not  done  all  that  oonld  be  done ; 
and  that  that  Qovernment  wonld  faithfully  re- 
deem its  pledge.  It  was  eert^nlj  nnnsned,  he 
might  say  unexampled,  to  interpose  a  call  for 
information,  relative  to  a  negotiation,  at  so  early 
a  stage,  nnless  cirenmstances  existed  to  awaken 
a  snspicion  of  neglect.  If  the  honorable  mover 
of  this  reeohition  would  revert  to  the  commnni- 
oation of  the  Bepartment  of  State,  referred  to, 
he  might,  perhaps,  find  it  satisfactory,  and  be 
induced,  at  present,  not  to  press  hja  resolution. 
Mr.  OoOLTBB  said  he  certiunly  did  not 
offer  the  resotntion  now  tmder  consideration, 
without  having  examined  the  correspoadence 
between  Mr.  Rebello,  the  Brazilian  OnargS  dea 
Affaires,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitted 
to  this  House,  in  answer  to  a  call  upon  the 
Prerident  upon  that  salitjeot  and  to  which  hia 
attention  had  been  invited  by  the  honorable 
Ohairmaa  of  the  Oommlttee  of  Foreign  Rels- 
tiona.  This  oorrenMuidence  fsud  Mr.  0.)  does 
not  meet  or  satisl^  any  of  the  inquiries  sow 
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proposed  to  b«  put  to  the  EiecntiTe  branch  of 
the  (loveniment,  nor  does  it  give  that  infor- 
matioD  to  this  Honse  and  the  nation,  and  with- 
out elicitiiig  which,  ConKreas  could  uot  adjourn, 
and  be  jnst  to  the  blgh  dnties  devolved  upon  it 
by  the  existJDg  posture  of  affairs.  Hie  honor- 
able chairman  misapprehends  m;  deaign;  or, 
perbiqw,  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
point  my  resolution  with  sufficient  preoision  to 
render  mj  views  definite.  It  was  not  within 
the  scope  of  taj  intention  to  disturb  the  progreaa 
of  any  p^ding  negotiation,  in  relation  to  uieae 
topics  with  Uie  Government  of  Brazil ;  or,  if 
Bnch  negotiation  exists,  to  impede  its  progress 
to  a  saccessfnl  iseoe,  b;  asoertaining  at  what 
stage  it  is  now.  Hj  object  is  to  know  officially 
what  the  Zzecntive  branch  of  the  Qovcmmeut 
haa  done  to  diBembarraas  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  redress  the  wrongs  of  ite  citizens,  and 
assert  the  dignity  of  the  GovemmenL  If  a 
Representative  was  despatched  to  Rio,  with  all 
convenient  haste,  one  branch  of  the  inquiry 
will  be  answered,  and  answered  to  my  satisfao- 
tion.  fint  the  very  inducement  for  making  the 
inquiry,  is  a  belief  resting  on  my  mind,  that, 
for  one  year,  we  have  been  unrepresented  at 
the  Court  of  Brazil,  dnring  which  time  flagrant 
invasions  of  onr  nentral  rights  have  been  com- 
mitted by  authority  of  that  Government ;  and 
the  promise  ^ven  by  Mr.  Rebello,  that  jnstioe 
should  be  done  to  our  injured  citizens, 
Boaroely  filed  among  onr  archives,  untU 
and  continued  omiresHona  were  inflicted  upon 
onr  citizens.  I  will  state  my  reasons  for  this  be- 
lief. I  donotasaumetobeparticulai'ly  connect- 
ed with  the  mercantile  interest  of  the  ooontt;, 
or  claim  to  represent  that  interest  on  this  floor, 
further  than  every  gentleman  may  be  suppoBsd 
to  feel  concerned  for  every  branch  of  the  pop- 
nlation  and  wealth  of  the  Union.  My  attention 
was  first  attracted  to  the  subject,  fWim  an  ao- 

JDMntance,  formed  years  since,  with  the  late 
'hargfi  des  Affaires,  whom  I  met  at  this  plaoe, 
and  for  whose  talents  and  integrity  I  had,  and 
have,  the  highest  estimation.  I  felt  a  strong 
sympathy  for  a  gentleman  thrown  into  embar- 
rassment by  his  zeal  fo  the  interests  of  his 
suffering  countrymen,  and  his  devotioD  to  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  his  country,  Perh^)s  a 
mistaken  zeal  and  devotion.  Bat  I  wished  the 
veil  to  be  removed,  and  that  we  mi^t  all  see 
the  cause  of  his  words  and  acdong.  After, 
however,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Kelatioue 
had  given  the  guielv*  to  his  case,  and  doomed 
his  oomplaints,  real  or  imafdnary,  to  the  rest  of 
oblivion,  I  felt  no  more  than  others,  vpon  a 
concern,  which  had,  of  course,  occupied  the 
attention  of  that  committee.  Within  a  few 
day^  however,  I  saw,  in  the  public  papers,  a 
manifesto,  or  protest,  of  twenty-seven  Amer- 
ican shipmastere,  and  owners  of  that  number 
of  vessels,  which  are  now  detained  in  the  port 
of  Monte  Video,  withont  having  offended  against 
any  principle  of  public  or  maritime  law.  As 
this  protest  may  not  have  met  the  eye  of  every 
member,  I  will  refer  to  its  general  contents. 
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By  a  decree  of  the  Emperor,  dated  in  Septem- 
ber last,  after  the  pledge  ^ven,  at  tins  capittl, 
in  the  Spring,  all  vessels  then  in  the  ports  A 
that  province,  were  compelled  to  enter  into 
competent  bonds,  not  to  s^  to  any  port  of  the 
Republic  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Thos  establishii^ 
a  paper  blockade  of  the  whole  coast  of  that  Re- 
public, in  its  most  obnoxious  form :  for,  if  a 
real  blockade  existed,  why  the  necesnty  (n  tak- 
ing these  bonds,  that  vessels  would  not  do  that 
which  they  ooold  not  do)  It  would  lanlti^y 
the  chance  of  rapacity.  Many  of  these  ships 
went  into  this  port  looking  for  a  market,  Otli^ 
were  taken  for  an  alleged  attempt  to  elnde  the 
blockade  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  coast;  and 
others  sought  the  hospitality  of  the  port  in  dis- 
treea.  A  hospitality  never  violated  or  refiised 
to  the  sons  01  the  sea,  among  civiliaed  nations. 
Under  such  circnmstances,  the  masters  ud 
owners  published  their  protest  a^ust  the  in- 
flictions thus  heaped  upon  American  citizeiiB. 
It  is  an  appeal  to  their  countrymen  at  home. 
As  it  is  not  authenticated  by,  or  addressed  to^ 
a  Representative  of  the  American  Government 
at  Brazil,  I  infer,  that,  on  the  day  of  its  date, 
11th  January,  1838,  no  such  functionary  was  at 
the  Court  of  Rio  de  Janeiro — almost  a  year  af- 
ter, the  late  Chai^  des  Affaires,  injoeneed  by 
a  high  feeling  for  indignities  offered  to  his  oonn- 
try,  nad  terminated  his  misaion  at  thatcourL 
The  first  trace  I  find  of  the  history  of  the  in- 
juries inflicted  upon  our  commerce,  by  tins  na- 
tion, is  a  paper,  signed  by  the  entire  Delega- 
tion of  the  State  of  Massacbusettfi,  dated  Feb- 
ruary, 16S7,  shortly  after  news  had  reaobel 
this  country  of  the  war  between  Brazil  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  addressed  to  the  Becretarj 
of  the  Navy,  urpng  (he  propriety  of  sending  a 
considerable  Naval  force  into  the  ac^jaceut  sea^ 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  American 
commerce  which  must  float  ttiere.  A  similar 
application  was  made  by  the  respective  Cham- 
bers of  commerce  of  Philadelphia  and  Bilti- 

These  persons  seemed  to  liave  anticipated, 
with  great  aconracy,  the  effects  of  the  rapaci^ 
and  cupidity,  and,  I  may  say,  inaolence  (for  I 
think  not  a  little  insolence  bss  been  displayed 
towards  this  Government)  of  the  Brazilians. 
In  his  annual  messsge  to  Congress,  in  ]836,  the 
President  stated,  that  onr  relations  with  the 
Sooth  American  Governments  were  friendly, 
and  improving,  although  many  of,  the  aggreS' 
sions  were  committed  before  that  perioo^and 
the  alleged  blockade  of  the  river  La  Plata  wa> 
in  force.  Commodore  Lobe,  with  parade  and 
menace,  bore  down  upon  Capt.  Elliott,  with  a 
fuJl  knowledge  of  his  character,  and  whilst  the 
American  flag  was  flying.  He  found,  however, 
that  be  had  mistaken  hui  opponent's  character, 
at  leaet,  if  not  his  own.  Our  Naval  Officem 
are  not  accustomed  to  let  the  character  of  a 
service,  which  their  deeds  Jias  illustrated,  suf- 
fer, for  want  of  that  manliness  and  spirit  which 
the  nation  looks  for  from  tbem,  if  not  ftom  all 
who  represent  its  national  duvaoter. 
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TIm  tnabnent  »ffbrded  by  this  Gorenunent 
to  OUT  Cbarg^  d'A&ires  was  aach  as  to 
induce  him  to  take  a  veiy  eitraordinary  conrs*, 
nrelj  mot  with  in  the  history  of  Diplomaoy. 
But  can  we  not  imagina  ciraumstaQoes  that 
vonld  jostifj  SQch  a  et«pt  No  individual 
OBf^t  to  permit  continued  indignity  to  the  N^a- 
tiimal  Bovereignty  of  this  Republic,  in  his  per- 
son. If  tiie  DDaree  taken  by  tiie  individnal  was 
the  effect  of  on  impatient,  or  fretful  temper,  at 
fiw  iH-sacceas  of  his  representations,  he  could 
lot  be  ftpproTed  or  jostified.  The  Freddent 
1^1,  th«  ctHMlQct  was  not  disapproved  by  him. 
¥t  are  not,  tJierefore,  at  liberty  to  jiresome 
fliat  it  was  merely  whimncal  or  caprioiona.  It 
voold,  then,  be  highly  satisfactory  to  this  na- 
tioo  to  have  the  means  of  Judging  for  them- 
■dvM,  whether  this  novel  step,  taken  by  one 
who  represented  their  dignity,  was  Justified  by 
tlie  oeeaaion  or  not  On  tJl  this  snbjeot,  we 
widi  for  all  that  light  and  information,  which 
the  archives  of  cnr  Government  can  tnrnish. 
Beewi^  although  it  is  highly  satisfactory  to 
know  that  the  Chief  Uagistrate  did  not  disap- 
pniTB  of  the  proceedings  of  onr  Envoy,  yet  the 
ii.rifaml  honor  is  not  reposited  eiclnsively  in 
his  boBOm.  I  ask  for  light,  on  a  matter  that 
oey  demand  the  snpervisory  action  of  Congress. 
Tfe  know,  &om  the  onrrent  news  of  the  times, 
fittt  onr  Minister  was  insolted,  or  conceived 
lumself  ta  be  HO,  by  the  Government  of  Brazil : 
tint  tbey  attempt«d  to  dishonor  onr  national 
flag;  that  they  have  poshed  on  a  system  of  pa- 
ptr  blockade,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations ; 
taken  om'  merchandise,  and  maltreated  onr  sea- 
nen ;  and  that  the  cargoes  of  twenty-seven 
Aps,  owned  by  American  citizens,  and  navi- 
pted  by  American  seamen,  are  now  detained, 
eontrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  Ilave  we  not, 
Onvx,  a  right  to  know  what  has  been  done,  to 
icdices  theee  wrongs,  by  the  Ezecntive  branch 
sf  the  Government  t 

It  is  corioDS  to  observe,  that.  In  the  corre- 
qKHtdence  between  Mr.  Rebello  and  the  Beore- 
tey  of  State,  the  first  demand  of  the  Brazilian 
M,  that  reparation  shall  l>e  made  to  his  Govem- 
aimt,  for  an  insult  offered  in  the  sodden  depar- 
tan  of  Mr.  Rigaet;  that  onr  Government 
Ail]  disapprove  of  Mr.  Ragnet's  condaot,  in 
writing,  and  appoint  a  snccessor;  who  will  be 
neeived  with  the  respect  dne  to  his  character. 
Ihs  whole  affair  is  qnietly  settled,  and  closed 
%  before  onr  own  onfortunat^  Minister  is 
land  or  aeen,  although  at  this  very  date,  and 
■■e  days  before,  he  had  landed  at  New  York. 
Bat,  alas,  notwithstanding  the  soft  words  of 
tt.  Bebeilo,  a  constant  scene  of  aggression  has 
Im  going  on  ever  since  upon  oar  commerce, 
tke  natitKi  wished  to  know,  officially,  what  is 
t$  state  of  the  controversy ;  how  far  the 
■adliaii  Oovemment  has  advanced  her  pre- 
iMMOfu  on  the  subject  of  paper  blockade,  and 
knr  Car  our  Government  has  acoeded.    It  is 

•  only  the  right  of  thia  House,  but  it  is  its 
itive  dnty  to  know,  how  far  onr  citizens, 
1  ia  (xnuneroe,  receive  that  protection 
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from  the  Government,  to  secure  which,  was  one 
pf  the  great  ends  of  the  constitution.  And  it 
surely  does  not  wear  the  color  of  assumption  in 
ns,  who  have  contended  snccessfvdly  for  the 
trident  with  the  former  mistrees  of  the  ocean, 
to  maintain  that  it  shall  not  he  rendered  useless 
or  powerless,  in  onr  grasp,  by  one  of  the  new 
Governments  of  the  South.  When  man  is  at 
home,  in  the  midst  of  his  friends,  and  surround- 
ed by  accustomed  scenes,  be  bears  misfortune 
with  firmness.  The  very  consciousness  that  he 
treads  upon  the  soil  of  his  country,  nerves  his 
resolution,  and  carries  consolation  to  his  bosom. 
But,  when  be  is  in  a  land  of  strangers,  and  seas 
roll  between  bim  and  his  home,  it  is  then  that 
be  looks  for  proteclioa  to  the  moral  greatness 
and  physical  power  of  his  Government  It  is 
then  he  heaves  the  sigh,  when  his  country  for- 
sakes him,  and  denies  that  assistance,  which  it 
ia  the  first  end  of  all  QovemmentB  to  secure. 
I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Mr.  Etebbtt  replied  as  follows  r  I  will  not 
attempt,  Mr.  Speaker,  an  elaborate  answer  to 
the  gentleman,  on  the  aeveral  tr^ics  at  which 
he  has  glanced.  But  it  is  my  duty  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  to  the  House,  to 
make  one  or  two  su^estions  on  the  subject 
And,  first,  I  mnst  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  touching  a  matter  not 
immediately  involved  in  his  resolution.  He 
says,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Afiurs  gave 
the  miietui  to  the  complunts  of  Mr.  Roguet, 
and  doomed  them  to  oblivion.  Sir,  it  is  quite 
a  fur  aocotmt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  AfTurs,  on  that  sul^ject. 
How  did  they  give  the  fuietvt  to  Mr.  Raguet's 
complaints  t  By  an  ample  and  decided  vindi- 
cation of  his  character,  touching  the  Bnbjeet- 
matter  of  those  complaints.  What  were  his 
complaints!  They  were,  that  his  character 
had  been  traduced  by  a  foreign  journalist; 
that,  in  a  gazette,  published  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
and  aaid  (justly  for  aught  I  know)  to  enjoy  the 
confidence  of  the  BrazOian  Oovemment,  he 
had  been  accused  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  mas 
of  probity  and  honor.  What  was  the  qttietut 
which  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  gave 
to  Mr.  Ragnet's  complaint  of  these  charges} 
They  reported  that  they  believed  them  tm- 
fonnded  and  libellous;  without  a  shadow  of 
truth  ;  that  his  oharaoter  was  nnimpeached ; 
that  the  Eiecntive  Government  of  his  own 
country  had  not  disapproved  his  conduct, 
which  they  believed  hsid  been  actuated  by 
honest  and  patriotio  motives;  and  that  the 
libellous  aspersions  of  an  anonymous  foreign 
Jonmalist  were  beneath  the  notice  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  What  other  fvietui 
coold  the  gentleman  wish  to  be  given  to  a 
charge  against  a  Mend,  a  constituent,  or  a  fel- 
low-cijizen? 

With  regard  to  the  other  and  more  im- 
portant point— ^ile  expediency  of  moving  the 
resolution  at  this  time—the  gentleman  bas  pur- 
sued a  fair  and  parliamentary  course.  If  it  can 
be  made  out  that  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
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States  iB  oot  represented  at  the  Goart  of  Br&zil ; 
mid  if  tLere  is  a,  good  reason  to  apprehend  that 
the  Eieoative  has  neglected  his  dntj  to  the  cit- 
izens of  the  coantr;,  suffering  in  that  quarter, 
it  is  then  nnqnestionablj  not  merely  the  right, 
bnt  the  bonnden  duty  of  tbe  Uouse,  to  call  the 
President  to  occonnt  for  so  strange  and  gross  a 
neglect.  'What  is  the  proof  which  the  gentle-  . 
man  adduces  of  this  fact!  A  protest  of  the 
Amenc&n  citizens  inJuTioDslf  detained  at  Monte 
Video,  bj  the  operation  of  the  Brazilian  laws ; 
which  protest  is  addressed  to  their  countrymen 
at  home,  and  not  to  any  Representative  of  the 
American  Government;  at  the  Courii  of  Brazil. 
From  this  argnment,  the  gentleman  infera,  that 
the  GoTenuneat  of  the  United  States  is  nn- 
represented  there,  and  is  not  taking  the  proper 
Measures  to  procure  indemnity  to  our  citizens 
for  the  losses  they  have  suffered.  Sir,  is  this  a 
satisfactory  argument  t  It  is  matter  of  pnb- 
licity,  that  a  sncceasor  to  3Cr.  Ragnet  was  ap- 

E tinted  last  year,  a  gentleman  then  American 
onsnl  at  Lima,  a  remote  place,  to  whjch  intel- 
ligence of  the  appointment  would  be  long  in  ar- 
riving, and  teora  which,  also,  it  would  take  him 
K  considerable  time  ta  reach  the  place  of  his 
destination.  He  did,  however,  accept  the  ap- 
pointment, and  deputed  for  the  plaoe  of  his 
destination ;  and  I  know  of  no  reason  to  think 
that  the  negotiation  will  not  be  pursued  by  him 
to  a  succes^nl  issue. 

The  gentleman  has  referred  to  a  passage  in 
the  Message  of  the  President  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  session  of  Congreaa,  apparently  to  sup- 

Sort  the  intimation,  that  the  Executive  was  in- 
ifferent  to  the  illegal  course  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  Government  of  BraziL  It  is 
true,  that,  in  the  passage  in  the  Uessa^  to 
which  the  gentleman  referred,  the  President 
remarks,  in  general  terms,  that  amicable  rela- 
tions subsisted  between  the  United  States  and 
the  new  American  Governments.  But,  in 
another  passage,  in  the  same  Uessa^,  the  Pres- 
ident particulariy  mentions  the  unwarrantable 
principles  of  blockade,  assumed  by  the  Brazilian 
Government,  and  the  resistance  made  to  those 
principles  by  our  naval  officers;  and  that  Uea- 
sage  was  accompanied  by  the  correspondence 
of  our  naval  officers  on  tbat  station. 

[Here  Mr.  E.  qnoted  the  passage  to  that  ef- 
fect in  the  message  at  the  opening  of  tLe  second 
session  of  the  19th  Congress.] 

The  gentleman  reverted  to  Uie  procedure  of 
the  late  Charg6  d'Afiairee,  in  demanding  hie 
passports  and  returning,  and  had  intimated  that 
tbe  people  ought  to  know  whether  his  motives 
were  commendable.  But  as  far  as  tlie  Execu- 
tive is  ooncemed,  they  are  (as  we  are  told  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  this  session)  not 
disapproved ;  they  are  stated  to  have  been,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Prowdent,  honorable  and 
patriotic.  What  cause,  then,  is  there  to  de- 
fend, further,  what  no  one  impugns?  The  gen- 
tleman B^d,  very  truly,  the  Executive  is  not 
the  sole  depository  of  the  honor  of  the  conntry. 
Certainly  not,  ur,  and  if  ever  a  case  present  it^ 
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sel^  where  the  President  shall  M  to  viniUciite 
it,  this  House  is  the  place  where  it  ought  to  be, 
and  will  he  asserted  and  vindicated.  1  have  no 
fear  that  this  Eouse  will  not  do  its  duty.  Bat 
has  not  the  Executive  done  its  duty  too  1  )t  it 
true,  as  the  gentleman  states,  Mr.  Rebello  asked 
of  Mr.  Clay  an  expression  (k  disapprobatioQ  of 
Mr.  Eaguet's  conduct,  and  what  was  Mr.  Clay's 
answer  ?  Sir,  it  was  in  short  terms,  that  Mr. 
Baguet  "  was  accountable  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, and  that  only,"  Nor  did  the  Executive 
of  the  United  8tat«s  consent  to  nominate  a  sua- 
oessor  to  Mr.  Raguet,  till  the  Represent^ve  of 
the  Brazilian  Government  had  given  an  u- 
surance,  not  m^ely  that  be  should  be  reoeived 
with  the  consideration  due  to  his  official  char- 
acter, but  that  indemnity  and  atonement  shoidd 
be  made  for  past  injuries. 

[The  discussion  was  here  arrested  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour  allotted  to  reaolntions.] 

Latid  Claimt  iM  Tenneuet. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poix, 

went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mab- 

Tin  in  the  chair,  ^d  proceeded  to  the  conud- 

eration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle 
the  clums  to  the  vacaut  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,  passed  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1808. 

Mr,  Loosi,  afler  quoting  extensively  from  the 
report  of  the  committee,  examined  the  testi- 
mony which  had  been  given  by  the  snrveyon 
of  Tennessee,  which,  be  contended,  was  utA 
definite,  contuned  mere  matter  of  opmion,  and 
ought  to  be  received  with  caution,  as  being,  in 
a  great  measure,  of  on  m  parte  character.  He 
apprehended  that  the  quantity  of  the  land  wu 
greater  than  many  gentlemen  supposed;  and 
must  amount  to  little,  if  any  thing,  short  raT  four 
millions  of  acres.  He  objected  to  the  principlt 
and  policy  of  the  bill,  and  thought  it  better 
that  ^e  House  should  defer  acting  upon  it  until 
Ailler  and  more  definite  evidence  should  be  bft- 
fore  them. 

Mr.  Obooebtt  said  it  was  with  the  greatest 
diffidence  that  he  rose  to  address  the  committee. 
Did  I  not  (said  Mr.  0.)  consider  it  due  to  my- 
self to  my  constitnents,  and  to  the  honorable 
committee  from  whom  this  bill  was  reported, 
I  con  assure  you  I  should  not  hazard  a  rin^Oij 
remark.  But  iu  discharge  of  my  duty  to  each,  IN 
feel  myself  compelled  to  submit  a  statement  oCj 
such  facts  OS  have  fallen  within  my  own  obeer- 
vation;  and  for  which  I  am  vvilling  to  be  cott 
sidered  responsible.  I  am  inclined  to  thiol 
that  no  individual  whatever,  knows  better 
myself  the  situation  of  the  section  of  country  ti 
which  the  bill  under  oonsideration  relatci 
Sure  I  am,  that  no  gentiemoa  here  can  imdei 
stand  it  so  well,  as  I  presume  no  one  has  tra* 
ersed  it,  or  redded  there.  J,  air,  have  1 
resident  within  the  boundary,  for  ten  yean 
and,  from  the  nature  of  my  engageinenla,  hav 
and  ample  opportunities  of  ' 
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toaing  perfectlj  noqiulntod  wllh  its  Tsloe,  as 
irdt  RB  ite  Tarioiu  advanta^  and  duadvant^gce 
of  khI,  fiiimato^  utd  Bitiiation. 

Before  I  proceed  to  give  a  general  description 
of  the  qnali^  of  the  land,  the  ceaaion  of  which 
fiNMg&t  b7  the  State  of  Tennessee,  it  should 
be  remarked,  that  the  State  whose  interest  I 
•dnxatA,  has  a  l^al  claim  upon  the  OenerM 
OoTenunent,  for  aboat  420,000  acres  of  land. 
When  Oio  8t«te  of  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the 
United  States  its  territory  lying  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
Mipnlated,  that,  in  oonsideratdon  of  said  grant, 
file  United  States  shoold  satisfy  all  the  militaiy 
lad  warrants  for  which  that  State  was  bonnd. 

Tbra  Oaioltna  title  being  thus  extdngnislied, 
ODDnreaa^  by  an  act  passed  in  1808,  agreed  and 
■lipolated  with  tlie  State  of  TetmesBee,  that.  In 
eoBsideralion  the  latter  would  satisfy  uie  afbre- 
nid  warrants,  she  should  be  entitled  to  one  full 
Metii»  of  land  in  each  township,  for  the  pnr- 
poses  (rf  edacation.  In  pnrsnanoe  of  tliia  agree- 
Dwnt,  Tenneasee  did  satisfy  the  warrants  before 
■ofcen  of.  They  were  laid  npon  the  beat  land, 
orkn  npon  but  small  tracte,  aiscardiog  snch  as 
vaatnmt  for  cnMTation,  leaving  none  ezoept 
Uie  reftise  land,  and  that  so  mutilated,  ss  to 
pnaent  almost  every  ima^^able  form  and 
tigiire.  By  this  means,  it  was  rendered  utterly 
tapcMble  for  Congress  to  comply  with  the 
orq[iDal  nnderstanding,  or  to  lay  out  for  Ten- 
nnsM  a  fall  section  of  land  snitable  for  onldva- 
Hoa,  in  any  one  of  tlie  townships.  It  is,  rir, 
from  the  act  of  Oongresa  before  aUnded  to,  that 
aiy  calcnlation  is  made,  relative  to  the  extent 
id  oat  duffl,  which  yet  remains  onsatMed.  I 
t^  nnsaliHfied,  becanse  we  have  received,  say 
M^OOO  aerea,  in  part  discharge  of  yonr  promise. 
Ths  oUigation,  ill.  Cburman,  on  the  part  of 
CongreM,  was  entered  Into  for  a  most  noble  and 
^onooB  pnrpoee.  It  was,  in  the  first  place,  to 
oiMiisTge  debts  which  had  for  forty  years  been 
doe  to  onr  soldiers ;  and  secondly,  to  advance 
tte  unoe  of  leaming,  by  erecting  and  dedi- 
ating  temples,  to  at  least  the  rudiments  of 
science,  in  our  western  wildemese.  We  do  not 
wUi  to  be  viewed  in  the  attitude  of  b^^ars, 
wbMi  we  ask  for  tie  benefits  of  this  bill;  no, 
dr,  wo  ask  it  not  as  a  donation,  we  olum  it  as 
a  Mutter  of  right  But  I  mnst  proceed  to  speak 
cf  the  aJtnation  and  valne  of  tbe  land  which  we 
Mfk  to  obtdn.  The  gentleman  from  Uaasa- 
cknsetts  (Ur.  Lookz)  estimates  its  lowest 
ntae  at  13^  cents  per  acre.  la  this  estimate, 
■r,  that  gentlemen  is  astonishing  wide  of  the 
■ark.  I  state  it,  and  npon  this  8ut;jeot  I  speak 
■Msedly,  that  more  perhaps  than  300,000  acres 
rfSiis  very  land,  would  uot  oommsjid  one  cent 
■■  »cre.  It  ia  mountainous  and  poor,  and 
Inb)  a  combination  of  ciroomstsuoes  forbids 
fta  idea  of  its  ever  being  populated.  It  may 
la  nplied,  that  it  mnst  to  some  extent  be 
ntaed  fyr  ita  timber.  This  azvoment  may  have 
anae  weight  wiUt  those  who  nave  been  raised 
It  town*  and  aties,  where  timber  is  not  only 
*-  *  land,  bat  costly :  but  in  Hie  seotioa  of 
VouX— » 
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country  to  whioh  I  allude,  it  would  have  no 
weight.  For,  sir,  instead  of  wishing  more  tim- 
ber on  onr  loud,  we  would  gladly  avail  our- 
selves of  some  invention,  to  wish  a  considerable 
Quantity  of  it  o^  with  less  labor.  It  ia  usefiil 
)r  one  thing,  and  for  one  only ;  it  aSbrds  na 
mast  for  onr  hogs,  and  range  for  onr  lun^ea  and 
cattle.  Before  gentlemen  arrive  at  the  concln- 
sion  that  this  land  is  valuable,  tliey  shonld  re- 
flect, that  since  the  year  1789,  the  whole  ex- 
tent has  been  open,  to  be  culled  by  snch  as  hod 
warrants  to  locate,  or  entries  to  m&ke.  From 
this  circumstanoe  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
conclude,  that  snch  parts  aa  were  worth  locating, 
had  already  l>een  settled  or  secured. 

East  of  the  Tennessee  River  the  oountry  is 
mountMuoua  and  rooky,  with  large  troota  of  ter- 
ritory, which,  as  I  have  before  aaid,  never  can 
be  settled.  True  it  ia,  there  ore  streams  which 
run  through  it,  affording  narrow  bottimia, 
which  are  thickly  settled ;  these,  however,  are 
beyond  your  control,  being  the  property  of  oo- 
cnpants ;  but  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the 
face  of  the  country  and  quality  of  the  soil  ore 
different ;  here  you  get  rid  of  the  rocks,  but 
you  enter  a  poor,  barren  conntry,  almost  as  un- 
denrable  as  the  other.  In  this,  as  in  the  upper 
section,  the  valuable  spota  which  are  fi^quently 
very  amaU,  are  already  located ;  and  it  wen 
with  a  view  to  secure  tiieee,  that  the  rize  of 
warrants  was  varied  by  law,  from  8  to  6,000 
acres.  The  low  grounds  or  bottoms,  contjguoos 
to  the  streams  in  this  western  division,  are  fre- 
quently from  one  to  two  miles  in  width;  but  an 
important  reason  why  they  neither  aia,  nor  can 
be  valuable,  ia  found  In  this,  to  wit,  that  they 
are  nsoally  inundated.    This  I  know  to  be  &ot 

Eersonally ;  having  often  rowed  a  canoe  fr^m 
ill  to  hilL  I  urge  the  propriety  of  tiiis 
measnre,  sir,  npon  another  ground;  it  is,  that 
many  of  our  citizens,  who  encountered  t^e 


are  still  without  homes.  They  had  seated 
themselvea  upon  some  little  spot,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  time  at  whioh  they  oould  m^e  it 
their  own.  But  they  had  large  families  to  toO 
for:  the  price  of  land  was  high,  and  many  of 
them  have  seen  th^  litUe  fums,  which  had 
afforded  bread  for  their  children,  taken  from 
them  by  warrants  held  In  hands  more  fortunito 
than  their  own.  To  this  they  have  submitted, 
and  submitted  without  a  mormur.  But  in  the 
midst  of  their  hnmble  submission  they  have 
not  ceased  to  look  up  to  Ooagrees  as  ohildren 
would  to  a  parent  for  asmatanoe  and  proteo- 
tion.  They  nave  fondly  looked  forward  to  the 
period  which  wonld  enable  them,  instead  of 
being  tenants,  to  which  condition  they  have 
been  reduced,  to  become  owners  of  at  least  some 
humble  spot,  on  whioh  to  labor,  and  whioh 
they  could  call  tiieir  own.    Why  does  a  man 

Sride  in  his  country  t  Why  does  he  fight  to 
efend  itt  It  is,  sir,  beoaase  in  so  doioKhe 
fiffbts  for  his  home— for  the  spot  npoa  wbii^ 
all  his  aSbctions  are  fixed — and  which  stands 
identified  with  ten  thousand  endearing  reool* 
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lections.  I  cannot  be  mistaken,  Mr.  Ohairman, 
when  I  OHBert,  that  to  make  of  fonr  citizen  a 
landholder,  yon  chun  down  Ha  effeatioiiB  to 
joai  soil,  and  give  bim  a  pride  and  elevation  of 
character,  which  fires  bis  neart  with  patriotism, 
and  nerves  his  am  with  etrength.  These  are 
enda  which  I  wish  to  aocomplim ;  and  particn- 
larly  va  relation  to  the  people  whom  I  represent ; 
for,  sir,  when  yonr  country  was  invaded,  and 
tbe  flag  of  ita  honor  insnlted,  they  Bhonldered 
their  guns  and  fonght  in  its  defence ;  and,  not 
to  pay  myself  a  compliment,  I  had  the  honor  to 
fight,  side  by  side,  with  them. 

Bnt  the  purpose  for  which  this  relinquish- 
ment is  sought,  aride  from  the  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government,  recommends 
it  to  our  sfiTections  and  attention.  It  is  not  only 
to  make  glad  the  hearts  of  the  poor,  bat  it  is 
also  to  educate  the  poor  man's  chUd.  It  is  to 
snatch  from  the  vale  of  poverty  and  obscurity 
many  a  yonth,  and  dispel  that  gloom  of  igno- 
rance which  ahronds  lum,  by  inviting  him  to 
enter  the  doors  of  a  respectable  country  school ; 
for,  sir,  in  that  country  we  have  but  little  to  do 
with  colleges.  I  never,  myself,  had  the  good 
fortnne  to  behold  the  inside  of  one,  which  I 
tmst  win  plead  an  apolo^  for  the  pl^  and 
nnvamished  manner  in  which  I  address  yon.  I 
am,  air,  but  a  farmer,  destitnte  of  those  advan- 
tages of  education  which  others  possess.  I 
thank  heaven  I  know  their  worth,  from  having 
experienced  the  want  of  them ;  and  on  that  ac- 
ooont,  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  extend  them  to 
those  who  will  come  aAer  me.  I  say,  emphati' 
oally,  the  measure  will  benefit  the  poor,  nor  am 
I  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that  they  constdtnte 
the  very  class  of  yonr  population,  among  whom 
I  have  met  many  brave  and  meritorious  men ; 
the  claesnpon  whom  I  should  delight  to  bestow  a 
benefit.  I  heartily  coincide  in  opiuion  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  MoHattob,) 
in  Us  view  relative  to  the  importance  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  public  lands  throughout 
the  Union.  The  rich  require  bnt  little  legisla- 
tion. We  should,  at  least  occasionally,  legislate 
for  the  poor. 

Mr.  Cburman,  I  will  not  attempt  to  go  into 
a  dieonseion  of  the  principles  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  npon  which  this  appeal  to  your  justice 
is  bottomed.  They  have  ah-eady  been  eipliun- 
ed,  and  I  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  will  content  myself  with  assuriilg  my 
companions  in  legislation,  that  all  circumstances 
considered,  they  run  no  risk  of  making  a  sacri- 
fice, by  the  psssage  of  the  biU  before  ua. 
Should  we  remse  to  pass  it,  we  shall  display  too 
much  of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  dog 
in  the  manger.  He  could  not  eat  the  hay  him- 
Belf— he  would  not  permit  the  ox  to  do  so. 

The  expense  of  surveying,-  sectionizing,  and 
selling  the  territory  sought,  would  consume  the 
value  of  the  whole.  I  speak  not  at  random ; 
for  as  a  candidate  I  have  too  often  traversed  it, 
to  be  unacquainted  with  any  material  eironm- 
etance  relative  to  it.  Having,  perhaps,  already 
detained  the  oonunittee  too  long,  I  submit  the 


question  to  their  decidon,  anxiously  dcdriog 
that  the  bill  maj  pass. 

Mr.  Bbowit  said :    The  territory  of  Tennes- 
see belonged  originally  to  tbe  State  of  North 
Oarolina.    That  State  had  Issued  numeronsluid- 
warrantB,  to  be  located  npon  tliat  part  of  hef 
territory  which  now  oonstftntes  the  Slate  of 
Tenneseee.    Afterwards,  in  1769,  North  Oaroli- 
na ceded  this  part  of  her  territory  to  the  United 
Steteis,  reserving  a  right  to  issne  grants  ind 
perfect  titles  to  satisfy  all  the  claims  chargeaUs 
npon  the  territory.    This  right  she  continned 
to  exercise  until  the  year  1608.    At  this  time. 
(Tennessee  having  been  previouslj  admitted 
into  the  Union,)  a  negotiation  was  instituted  be- 
tween North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  which 
resulted  in  a  compact,  that  Tennessee  should  be 
vested  with  anthoritv  to  issue  grants  and  per- 
fect tiUes  instead  of  North  Oarolina,     Upon  the 
18th  of  April,  1608,  Congress,  by  an  act  of  that 
date,  ratified  this  compact,  so  for  as  to  author- 
ize the  Stete  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and 
perfect  titles  to  lands  lying  north  and  east  of  a 
certain  line  in  that  act  described,  since  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Oongressionil 
Beservation  line.    By  the  same  act,  the  United 
States  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  all  the 
lands  lying  north  and  east  of  this  line,  reqmr- 
ing,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  ceedon, 
that  640  acres  of  land,    to  every  six  miles 
square,  shonld,  where  existing  d^ma  would 
allow  of  it,  be  Md  off  for  the  use  of  schools  for 
the  Instruction  of  children  forever.    The  act 
farther  provided,  that  if  there  should  not  be 
sufficient  lands  fit  for  cultivation,  north  and  east 
of  the  line,  to  satisfy  all  the  outstanding  cl^ms, 
provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  satisfying 
them  out  of  the  lands  south  and  west  of  the  lin& 
On  the  4th  of  April,  1618,  upon  a  aapporittco 
that  the  lands  north  and  east  of  the  line  were 
insnffident,  an  act  of  Oongresa  was  posMd, 
authorizing  the  outstanding    North  Oandiu 
claims  to  be  satisfied  out  of  the  lands  lying 
Bonth  and  west  of  the  line.    This  act  was  eo- 
tirely  dlent  upon  the  sul^ect  of  ecbool  lands. 
It  was  now  alleged,  on  the  part  of  Tennessee, 
that  the  land  warrante  which  bad  been  extend- 
ed upon  the  lands  lying  north  and  east  of  the 
Oongressionol  Reservation  line,  were  so  numer* 
ous  that  bnt  few  school  tracte  coald  be  Md  off; 
and  that  therefore  the  lands  now  asked  fbr 
should  be  granted  to  her,  to  supply  the  defidt 
of  school  lands  promited  tiie  Stato  b;  GongrOB. 
Bnt  no  snch  promise  hod  ever  been  made ;  and 
no  obligation  arising  out  of  contract  rested  upon 
the  United  States.    The  provision  in  the  act  of 
I8th  of  April,  I80S,  for  locating  school  lands, 
instead  of  implying  a  promise  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stetes,  was  imposed  upon  Tenneaeee  as 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession.     Of  this 
any  person  would  be  satisfied  who  wonld  exam- 
ine the  act    And  a  candid  and  impartial  atten- 
tion to  the  terms  of  that  act,  and  to  the  history 
of  the  transaction  connected  with  it,  he  believed 
wonld  satisfy  every  one  who  thoa  examined 
them,  that,  when  the  act  was  passed.  It  was 


beliarsd  that  the  vacant  landi  Ijiog  north  and 
(Mt  of  tha  OoDgrcMUHial  ReflMration  line  wera 
non  than  raffioiott  to  satiafy  aU  the  ootstand- 
ing  North  Oarolina  olanna ;  and  that  this  was 
HBcmg  tfae  reasons  «h;  the  oonditions  was  im- 
pCMd.  He  bened  the  attention  of  tha  oonunit- 
tw  to  the  preoue  terms  of  the  condition.  It 
wM  in  these  worda :  "  The  8tat«  of  Tennemee 
AtS,  in  iflBDiDg  graata  aod  perfeoliDg  titles, 
toctle  MO  aa«e  to  ererj  dx  milea  square  ia  the 
tHiiloiy  hereby  ceded,  where  ezisaDg  d^ms 
■01  allow  of  the  same,  which  shall  be  appro- 
;tiited  for  the  use  of  sohoola  fbr  the  inetmction 
(f  diildren  forever."  Bnt  no  provision  was 
nida  for  locating  sobool  lands  e^where,  pro- 
Tided  exiating  oUums  woold  not  allow  the  looa- 
tioD  of  the  040  acres  to  every  mx  milee  square. 
Bodiaprovision  would  doubdesB  have  been  made 
if  it  had  been  onderstood  that  the  United  Btales 
were  to  maike  good  snch  defidency.  Bat  there 
wi  a  provision'  in  the  aot,  inserted  out  of  abas- 
dant  oanUon,  tliat  i^  ooDbaiv  to  what  was 
etitotlf  tfa«  azpeetatlon,  the  lands  north  and 
<Kt  <tf  the  line  uionld  be  Inenfficient  to  satisfy 
iD  tbe  outstanding  North  Oarolina  d^ms,  then, 
GoDgreM  would  make  provinon  for  satisfying 
than  out  of  the  lands  lying  soath  and  west  of 
the  line.  When  this  provldon  was  made,  there 
would,  also,  as  It  appeared  to  him,  have  been 
uade  provirfon,  in  the  game  manner,  for  making 
pMd  any  deficienoy  which  might  happen  in  tbe 
■hool  lands,  if  sncb  had  been  the  intention. 
Again,  the  act  of  April  ^  IBIB,  which  provided 
ftir  tJte  satisfeotion  of  the  OQtstancUng  claims 
cnt  of  tha  lands  lying  sonth  and  west  of  the 
iae,  was  eotirely  rilent  npon  tbe  salijeat  of  the 
Khool  lands.  At  the  time  this  aot  passed,  the 
•Oeged  deficit  in  these  lands  was  as  well  known 
IS  it  is  now.  And  he  pat  it  to  the  gentleman 
friKD  Tenneesee  and  to  the  committee  to  say, 
Kixther,  if  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  ander- 
stood  ^at  there  was  promised  to  her  the 
SDKsmt  of  school  lands  now  claimed,  it  was 
'"  ^  ttiat  those  acts  woold  have  been  passed, 


ed  to  him  tbe  thing  was  not  possible.  The  idea, 
tbeo,  liiat  there  was  any  snch  promise  on  the 
|art  of  tbe  United  States,  most  have  been  an 
^ttr-tMoaykt  with  Tennessee — an  inference  by 
wy  of  argument  drawn  by  thoae  who  were 
nsoqnalstad  with  the  origual  nnderstanding 
((tbe  parties  oOQoemed. 

Hr.  For-K  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  testimo- 
tfof  tbe  SnrveyOTS  was  better  evidence  than 
fttt  of  the  Begisters  wonld  be,  beoanae  their 
(Boss  oontained  ^  evideiUM  of  all  theoriginal 
aMu,  To  repd  the  idea  of  a  speontation,  ha 
■id  the  Btate  wonld  be  atnudantly  content  If 
Hm  dcAdt  of  eehool  hmdg  ehoold  be  made  np  in 
■y  othu'  mode  which  gentlemen  might  pre- 

Kr.  Bbowh  rained,  that,  admitting  it  was 
n,  loa  objection  to  the  nature  of  tbe  evidence 
rtiQ  existed  in  its  fbll  form ;  fbr  the  estimates 
rfAe  sorveyoiB  and  depn^  snrveyon,  to  which 
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he  bad  referred,  were  made,  not  from  an  exam- 
ination of  the  records  of  their  offices,  bnt  from 
mere  coqjectnre,  as  woold  appear  ftcan  an  ex* 
amination  of  their  letters,  extracts  from  several 
of  which  he  read. 

tfr.  UoOoT  opposed  the  bill,  denying  that 
the  United  States  were  nnder  any  obugation  to 
cede  a  foot  of  eobool  land  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, at  least,  not  till  every  warrant  issued 
by  the  State  of  North  Oarolina  had  been  taOy 
sstisfied.  AU  that  the  United  States  hod  allow- 
ed the  Leglslatnre  of  Tanneasee  to  do  on  that 
snbjeot  was,  to  reserve  a  achool  lot  In  every 
township,  when  prior  locations  woTdd  admit  of  it. 
If  those  locations  took  np  all  the  land,  then  the 
oonditioa  of  the  grant  ceased.  If  Tennessee 
asked  these  lands,  the  least  she  conld  da  was, 
to  indemnify  the  United  States  against  all  war- 
rants hereafter  to  appear.  He  nferred  to  the 
great  expense  the  United  States  bad  soattined 
while  Tenneeeee  was  a  territory,  iuteted  that 
one  great  reason  for  granting  sohool  lota,  was 
to  aid  tbe  sale  of  the  Pablio  Lands.      , 

Mr.  IiXA.  quoted  from  the  aot  of  Oongreas,  in 
order  to  correct  some  Inaocnraoy  in  St.  ita- 
Gov's  statement, 

Mr.  YiBTOH  pat  several  qneries  to  Mr.  Polx 
as  to  the  quantity  of  land  lying  north  and  esat 
of  tbe  rteervatjon  line — the  amonnt  of  school 
lands  In  that  part  of  the  State ;  whether  school 
lands  were  granted  to  the  State  at  laige,  or 
only  to  the  townships  wherein  they  lay ;  and 
whether  warrants  had  not  been  removed  from 
one  side  of  the  line  to  tbe  other  t 

Mr.  Smoiro  stated  his  diffionltv  In  aaeentiog 
to  the  bill  to  be,  that  North  Carolina,  who  was 
the  original  holder  of  the  land,  had  never  re- 
leased the  United  States  from  liability  to  satisfy 
her  warrants.  Until  snch  a  release  were  ^ven, 
the  United  States  wwe  bonnd  to  see  that  those 
warrants  were  satisfied  in  Tennessee ;  and  until 
they  were  all  satisfied,  the  United  States  could 
not  give  np  their  lien  on  the  lands. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said :  The  gentlemen 
who  liave  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  have 
declared  their  readiness  to  support  it,  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  tbe  General  Government  is  under 
any  obligation  to  make  provision  for  the  snpport 
of  common  schools  in  Tennessee.  This  oblim- 
tion,  I  think,  can  tw  made  to  appear  to  the 
aatisfactjon  of  every  one.  By  an  express  ar- 
ticle in  tbe  oompaot,  entered  into  in  1787, 
between  the  Congress  of  the  0<mfMeratioa 
and  the  people  northwest  of  the  river  Oliio, 
it  is  stipniated  on  the  part  of  the  Confederation, 
that  "  Mbools  and  the  means  of  edncation 
shonld  forever  be  enoooraged."  This  gen««aa 
stipulation  in  favor  of  light  and  knowledge,  may 
have  been  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  conditions  npon 
which  Tir^ia  ceded  that  noble  r^on  to  the 
Unitod  States,  (my  researches  on  this  point  have 
not  gone  so  far  back  J  or  it  may  have  been  the 
dictate  of  tbe  wisdom  of  those  who  then  had 
tbe  gnidanoa  of  onr  national  oonnoila :  hot 
whether  it  was  tbe  ofi^ring  of  the  State 
which  gave,  or  <rf  the  Oonfedentiim  which  r»- 
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odved,  I  ooDoeive  it  oannot  be  more  highly  or 
appropriately  oommended,  than  by  uyii^,  that 
it  was  woitb^  of  a  period  in  which  an  enliglit- 
ened  love  of  liberty  preTailed  over  the  sordid 
oalonlatione  of  wealth.  "Wbeii  North  Carolina 
ceded  ber  western  territory,  now  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  the  TJnited  States,  she  nutde  it  an 
expresa  ooodition  in  her  act  of  oeeuon,  that  the 
innabitants  of  that  territory  should  eiyoy  "  all 
tiie  privilccea,  benefits,  and  advantages "  set 
forth  in  ue  ordinance  or  compact  I  have 
already  mentioned,  one  only  excepted,  not  now 
necessary  to  be  adverted  to.  That  I  may  not 
leave  the  argnment  expoeed  to  attack  on  any 
point,  as  I  proceed  I  will  show  that  the  atipn- 
latdon  in  the  compact  between  the  Confedera- 
tion and  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  so  far  as  r^t«e  to 
common  schools,  was  by  no  means  a  vagne  and 
indefinite  promise  to  do  something  for  the 
oatue  of  ednoatdoo,  without  any  nnderetaDding 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  shonld  be  done,  or 
the  kind  and  qaantmn  of  the  provision  wmoh 
ahonld  be  made.  By  looking  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Oongrese  of  the  Oonfederatjos,  it 
wul  be  found,  that  by  the  ordinance  adopted  in 
178S,  for  ascertuning  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  pnblic  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
one  section  ont  of  every  township  of  six  miles 
sqoare,  was  directed  to  be  reserved  for  the 
mMnfenanoe  of  pnbJio  schools.  "We  may, 
therefore,  with  ssfety  infer,  that  the  compact 
of  1787,  in  the  article  I  have  qnoted,  had  refer- 
ence to  tbia  Bpeoifio  mode  of  making  provision 
for  the  canse  of  ednoatdoo.  This  was  one  of 
the  "benefits  sod  advantagea"  which  North 
GoroUna  intoided  to  seoore  to  the  iubabitanta 
of  the  territory  she  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
Thus,  when  Oongrese,  in  1790,  accepted  the 
oession  of  North  Carolina,  upon  the  terms  spe- 
caStA  in  her  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  1799, 
the  faith  of  the  Unit«d  States  became  pledged 
to  North  Carolina,  to  the  inhabitaDtH  of  the 
ceded  territory,  and  to  all  who  should  become 
interested  in  its  soil,  that  the  same  provision 
wonld  be  made  for  the  snpport  of  common 
schools  in  that  territory  which  had  Iwen  made 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 
The  qnestion,  tiierefore,  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  make  donations  of  the  public  lands, 
does  not  arise  upon  the  present  application,  nor 
can  the  objection  l>e  taken,  that  these  lands 
have  been  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt.  To  avoid  all  useless  cavil,  however, 
upon  theee  points,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert 
to  the  &ct,  that  this  promise  to  provide  the 
means  of  eMsation  was  an  imdortaking  of  f)re- 
eedent  obligation  oa  the  part  of  the  TJmted 
States.  In  no  way,  therefore,  oau  the  dum 
which  the  State  of  Tennessee  sets  up  to  these 
Ibnds  be  evaded,  but  by  showing  that  the 
means  of  ednoatlon  have  already  oeen  sufB- 
ciently  provided,  which  I  believe  is  not  aerioos- 
ly  alleged  by  any  one.  The  inquiry,  however, 
very  natnraUj  arises,  how  it  has  happened  that 
the  State  of  Tennessee  alone,  of  aU  the  new 
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the  territories  ceded  by  any  of  the  old  States, 
has  not  had  the  fall  benefit  of  the  nsaal  pn>- 
vifflons  for  the  snpport  of  common  schoi^ 
The  answer  to  this  Inqniry  will  be  found  in  tiia 
nature  of  the  other  conditions  with  whjdi 
North  Carolina  closed  the  cession  of  her 
western  territory,  and  in  the  peculiar  and  ex- 
traordinary circuinstances  under  which  she  had 
proceeded  to  appropriate  her  vacant  lands  prior 
to  her  act  of  cession  in  1790,  A  brief  notioe 
of  some  of  these  circnmstancee  will  not  be 
without  advantage,  in  satisfying  the  oommittee 
of  the  probable  valne  and  extent  of  the  lands 
owned  by  the  TJnited  States  in  Tamessee ;  and 
ftirther  to  show  that  exact  and  precise  informa- 
tion Dpon  these  points,  is  not,  and  osa  never 
be.  within  the  reach  of  Congress  at  any  reasoa- 
able  cost. 

North  Carolina  had  [a^nnised  bountjee  b 
lands  to  the  ofHceni  and  soldiers  of  her  hue  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution.  She  had  contract- 
ed other  debts  to  a  large  amount.  In  prosecut- 
ing the  same  glorious  controversy.  For  the 
BOtisbotion  of  the  d^ms  of  her  officers  and 
soldiers,  she  Md  off  what  was  called  the  n^ 
tory  distriot,  many  hundred  miles  remoTed 
from  any  dense  population.  She,  abont  the 
same  time,  opened  offioee  for  the  sale  of  the 
reeidne  of  her  vacant  lands,  embraced  in  a  ter- 
ritory extending  east  and  west  fbnr  or  fire 
hundred  milee,  without  any  r^ular  plan  or  de- 
sign. The  plan  of  laying  off  the  country  into 
ranges,  townships,  and  sections,  was  not 
thought  o^  and  if  such  plan  had  been  ever  bo 
well  rofdinred,  it  wonld  have  been  impractica- 
ble, by  reason  of  the  exposed  condition  of  the 
country.  The  miUtary  district  was  laid  off  un- 
der the  protection  of  a  strong  military  gaui, 
and  this  being  oooomplished,  the  soldier  and 
the  citizen  vent  forth  into  the  heart  of  tha 
wildemeas,  in  smell  parties,  or  alone,  as  pro- 
dence  or  interest  dictated,  and  at  the  hazaid  of 
their  lives  each  selected  the  particular  spot  of 
earth  which  pleased  his  fancy ;  and  if  he  wu 
so  fortunate  as  to  esct»e  the  turn  of  the  Indian 
who  waylud  his  path,  ne  returned  into  the  eet- 
Uementa,  and  in  Uie  proper  office  caused  a  brief 
description  of  the  land  he  had  selected  to  be 
entered.  Upon  this  issued  what  was  called  a 
warrant  of  survey,  which  was  transferable,  and 
entiUed  the  holder  to  have  the  specific  quantity 
of  land  called  for  on  the  faoe  of  it,  surveyed 
and  granted  to  him  in  some  part  of  the  conn- 
try,  whether  the  land  originally  selected  was 
ever  afterwards  found  or  not.  As  the  oonntiy 
advanced  in  population,  various  occupant  and 
pre-emption  ri^ts  were  aeonred  by  law  to  the 
settiers.  Other  causes  of  irregularity  and  on- 
certMnty  existed.  As  no  two  men  wonld  be 
likely  to  (pve  a  similar  description  of  the  Bame 
piece  of  land,  it  nnavoidably  happened,  in  hun- 
dreds of  instances  that  the  same  pieoe  of  land 
was  covered  by  the  entries  or  incipient  claims 
of  many  individuals.  When  the  country  be- 
came accessible  to  a  permanent  popnlation,  and 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESS. 


Land  Claimt  i»  Ttm 


1  to  lAke  landa  elsewhere  u 
MBna  territory.  The  ofSoers  and  soldiers  too, 
who  had  daiou  tar  batmties,  came  forward  at 
irregular  and  distant  perloda,  and  when  !t  was 
Mc^taiaed  that  the  diMriot  allotted  to  them  waa 
not  of  saffidait  tuieat  to  aaliafy  thrir  dalms, 
tba  vltole  of  the  reaidae  of  the  conntrr  was 
ttmnrn  iqten  to  them  likewise.  ThQ&  slthon^ 
tits  whole  of  any  of  tiie  great  natural  diviaioiis 
at  the  territorj  woold  not  be  likely  to  be  ap- 
propriated, yet  detached,  iiregnlar,  and  ah^e- 
\m  pareets  and  masses  were  oollea  oat  and  set 
qwrt  in  every  qnarter  where  good  lands  pre- 
MuEtd  themselves.  Under  sooh  a  nrstem  of 
mmmiiatdon  as  I  have  deeorlbed,  and  carried 
OD  under  the  eironmstances  I  have  mentioned, 

EUemen  wHl  readily  see  and  acknowledge 
monstrons  irregolaritie^  uncertainty,  and 
Mufioion,  which  most  and  did  attend  its  opera- 
tkxL  AlthongA  th»  law  provided,  in  general 
torma^  (hat  location  and  snryeys  shonld  be 
Bide  in  regolar  rif^t-an^ed  figorea,  yet,  from 
the  caosea  I  have  mentioned,  one  who  has  any 
kaovlsdge  of  the  manner  in  which  that  coim- 
try  was  ent  np  and  paroelled  ont,  would  eof- 
pon  (bat  the  uw  had  annexed  a  penalty  to  all 
sarreys  of  r^^ar  form  and  Sgore,  instead  of 
(qjoning  noh  form.  Snoh  was  the  oondition 
or  the  territory ;  and,  subject  to  the  satisfao- 
litKi  of  a  mass  of  floatins  and  uoBettled  claims, 
df  nnoertain  amonnt  and  extent,  did  Congress 
accept  the  cesdon  from  NorUi  Carolina. 

Bat  the  evils  I  have  described  did  not  cease 
here.  Oongreaa,  by  the  terms  of  the  ceadon, 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  appropriation 
of  itie  vacant  lands  of  the  territory,  nntil  aU 
Um  daima  with  whiefa  it  was  eacamba'ed 
rixnld  be  first  satisfied.  The  right  to  do  this, 
North  OaroUiui  reserved  to  hera^  ezclosively, 
nd  withont  any  limit  as  to  the  time  within 
wbieh  it  would  be  done.  This  right  she  con- 
tbnied  to  exercise  in  the  same  iir^nlar  man- 
Mi  I  have  deAcribed,  not  only  daring  Uie  ex- 
atuee  of  the  territorial  Government  which 
ns  Mtabliahed  there,  bat  for  ten  years  ^er 
Twueaaee  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an 
nopient  member  of  the  CMniederacy.  Thus 
lb«  ioomaiy  oconrred,  of  one  State,  of  merely 
BKudinate  sovereignty  in  every  thing  else,  ap- 
fointiag  oSittm,  keeping  iqi  officee,  and  con- 
Mling  th^  Iteration  in  a  sister  State,  the 
ade  dntiea  and  bnsiness  of  whidi  coneemed 
Sm  msnaMment  and  disposition  of  the  soil— of 
Itnt  which  is  of  the  very  essence  of  soverdgnt^. 
Vhitrendered  Uie  whole  system  more  complex 
nd  embarraamng  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
■M  that  the  Umted  Statee  oontinned  to  be  the 
psnaoimt  owners  of  any  part  of  the  country 
*hi(h  might  remun  nnappropriated  after  the 
Knth  Cuolina  claims  sbonld  be  sadafied. 
Conplaints  were  heard  npon  this  floor,  from 

A.  D entativaa  of  other  States,  that  in  the 

1  the  part  of  North  Carolina  to  se- 
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core  to  her  dlizens,  to  whom  she  had  sold 
lands  prior  to  the  oearion,  the  choice  of  the 
best  l^da,  wheresoever  utoated ;  and  a  corre- 
sponding effort,  on  the  part  of  Tennessee,  to 
[irotect  her  own  dtizens  in  their  oconpant 
rights,  who  had  poshed  their  settlements  into 
every  comer  where  the  lands  Invited  by  their 
fertiUty,  and  which  were  not  interfered  with 
by  In^an  reservations,  the  United  Btatea  were 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  every  part  of  the  in- 
heritance except  barren  hills  and  monntaina 
Such  a  state  of  things  eoold  not  long  exist, 
withont  prodndng  serioas  and  dangerona  ool- 
lisionB,  and,  io  ISOC,  to  snoh  a  h^gnt  had  the 
opposite  tMlinga  and  interests  oi  the  contend- 
ing parties  blown  these  elements  of  strife,  that 
all  became  sensible  of  the  neoeedty  of  adoptinz 
some  plan  bettor  calciUated  to  seoare  to  eB<£ 
tiie  rightfi  respectively  set  up  and  insisted  apon. 
The  conviction  of  tils  nooessity  prodnoed  the 
compromise  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  act  of 
OongresB  of  1806,  chap,  81.  Ooiu^ress,  by  that 
act,  with  the  consent  of  North  Oarohna,  con- 
ferred npon  the  Stato  of  Tennessee  the  right  to 
issne  granta  and  to  satis^  the  oatstandiog 
claims  of  North  Carolina,  in  her  own  way ; 
bat  this  power  was  given  to  Tennessee  npon 
the  express  oondition,  that  tike  ooontry  which 
lies  between  the  lUUsrisBippi  and  Tenneasee 
Rivers,  indading  a  considerable  tract  rf  conn- 
try  lying  east  of  the  Tennessee,  as  it  flows 
north  throngh  the  western  seotiona  of  Uhs 
State,  should  not  be  encroached  npon  for  tho 
satisfaction  of  the  North  Carolina  olaima  nntil 
all  the  coonlry  lying  east  and  not  inolnded  in 
this  reservation,  snonld  be  first  eihansted. 
This  was  the  first  point  of  time  at  which  the 
United  Statee  acquired  any  right  to  interfere  in 
the  appropriation  of  Jiie  aoil  of  Tenuewee,  and 
Oon^«B8  availed  itadf  of  this  right,  to  comply 
with  the  stipnlation  to  provide  the  means  of 
ednostion,  and  reqaired  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
as  a  farther  oondition  of  the  cesdon  which  was 
made  to  that  Stato  by  the  act  of  1606,  of  all 
the  lands  lying  east  and  north  of  the  district  I 
have  already  descril^d,  that  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  shonld  be  reserved  in  every  six 
mUes  sqaare  of  the  lands  ceded  by  that  act  for 
the  ose  of  schools.  Tennessee,  from  this  time 
forward,  took  upon  herself  the  bnrthen  of  in- 
^odocing  some  order  into  the  plan  of  malting 
^)propriationa  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  great 
variety  of  claima  which  bad  sprang  ont  of  the 
North  Carolina  system ;  and  txam.  the  year 
1603  np  to  this  day,  one-half — I  believe  I  wonld 
not  be  far  wrong,  to  say  two-thirds — of  the 
whole  legislation  of  that  State  has  been  em- 
ployed upon  this  snbjeoL  Her  first  step  was 
to  lay  off  the  country  into  ranges  and  seotiona 
of  six  miles  square,  and  to  provide  that  the 
lands  directed  to  be  reserved  for  the  uae  of 
schools  by  the  act  of  Congress,  ahonld  be  set 
^art  for  that  parpose ;  bnt  by  reason  of  for- 
mer appropriations,  in  an  extent  of  oonntry  in 
which  upwards  of  fonr  hundred  thousand  acvea 
wonld  have  beoi  the  proportion  of  sohoc^  li~'' 
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agreeabl?  to  the  proTisiona  of  the  ust  of  Oon- 
greea,  not  more  than  above  ibirt;-fiTe  tlioauuid 
are  reaerved.  In  tobhj  ]Biga  and  populona 
Donntiea,  not  a  single  tract  was  or  oould  be 
foond  fit  for  onltivatioD,  and  not  already 
granted. 

In  181B,  OcMigreaB  became  eatisfled  that  the 
conntrj  ] jidk  east  and  north  of  the  reservation 
line  eatabMied  b^  the  act  of  1806,  ^d  not 
afibrd  vacant  laoda  sufficient  for  the  satJa&o 
tion  of  the  North  Carolina  claima;  and  bj  an 
act  passed  In  that  jasi,  the  ooimtrj  lying  aonttk 
and  west  of  that  line  was  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Statd  of  Tennemee,  for  their  final 
extingniahment.  It  shoold  not  be  foTgott«n, 
by  thoee  who  wish  to  form  any  thing  like  a 
oorrect  eetimate  of  llie  valne  and  extent  of  that 
part  of  the  national  domain  which  lies  in  Ten- 
nMsee.  that  in  the  only  diatrict  in  which  the 
United  8tat«e  own  one  fbot  of  laud,  larse  ap- 
propriations, say  of  between  three  ana  fonr 
miluona  of  acres,  of  the  best  lands,  had  been 
made  by  North  Carolina,  imder  the  same  irreg- 
ular system  I  have  before  described,  prior  to 
the  cession  of  1700.  When  this  part  of  the 
oonntry  waa  again  tiirown  open  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  North  Carolina  claims,  by  the 
act  of  1818,  it  was  then  bnt  a  remnant  d  a 
oonntry  which  onoe  presented  the  ohoioest 
spoils  to  the  Kraap  of  the  warrant-holder.  Bnt 
now,  since  it  has  been  exposed  to  a  second  vis- 
itation of  locators,  snrvejorB,  and  professed 
land  speonJators — with  claims  in  their  hands  of 
t>etween  one  and  two  millions  of  acres  in 
amonnt,  and  skilled  by  thirty  years  of  experi- 
ence in  detecting  the  best  lands,  wheresoever 
situated— in  the  ^aics,  between  the  spnm  of 
hills  and  monntains,  or  npon  the  margin  of 
creeks  and  rivers,  the  residne  of  tillable  lands 
can  neither  be  considerable  in  extent  nor  valn- 
able  in  qnality,  and  it  is  this  residne  which  is 
now  asked  to  be  relinqniehed.  In  the  section 
of  country  nnder  oonuderation,  not  one  acre 
baa  been  reserved  for  the  nse  of  schools, 

,In  whatever  of  argoment  I  have  advanced  in 
SQpport  of  the  present  application,  it  will  be 
oheerved  that  I  have  placed  it  npon  the  gronnd 
of  right.  But  independently  of  any  obligation 
on  Hm  part  of  Congress,  to  provide  for  the 
Djaintenanoe  of  pnolio  schools  in  Tennessee, 
the  relinqnishment  which  is  songht  mav  be 
preeeed  npon  other  gronnds,  addressing  them- 
selves eqnally  to  the  Justice  of  Congress.  All 
that  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  received  from 
the  sale  of  lands  heretofore  ceded  by  Congress, 
In  the  eastern  and  middle  sections  of  the  Stale, 
and  all  that  Uie  moat  pmdent  management  of 
her  leKislatnre  and  offioers  can  glean  from  the 
sale  of  the  mere  scraps  of  good  land,  now 
asked  to  be  ceded  to  her,  wonld  not  more  than 
compensate  for  the  protracted  and  expenrire 
legi^tion  which  has  attended  the  settiement 
and  satirf^ion  of  that  torrent  of  d^ms  which 
has  con&iood  to  poor  in  npon  her  from  North 
Oan^n^  fbr  the  last  SO  or  80  years.  A  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  pidd  direct^  from  your  Treaa- 
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nry,  wonld  be  bnt  a  poor  remuneration  for 
having  all  the  springs  of  improvement  relaxed, 
and  aU  the  aourcee  of  her  strength  diminished 
and  drained,  by  the  most  expensive,  dilatory, 
and  vexatious  litigation,  that  ever  visited  its 
curses  npon  any  people.  Sir,  if  Congress  had 
taken  npon  itself  the  management  and  qipro- 
priation  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  territory 
ceded  by  North  Carolina,  as  it  did  of  the  leni- 
toiy  ceded  by  Virainia,  long  rinoe  wodd  all 
claim  to  every  intm  of  the  soil  of  Tennessee 
have  been  gladly  relinqoished :  and  if  no  «■- 
c^>e  conld  have  been  effected  npon  these  terms, 
from  the  continued  calls  which  wonld  hive 
been  made  for  the  interference  of  Congress,  in 
making  new  regolatioDs,  or  reviong  the  old 
one&  in  relation  to  these  lands,  an  exemption 
would  have  been  pnrchaBed,  and  pnrchised 
chefmly  too,  by  giving  an  additional  unincimi- 
bered  territory  from  tiie  great  stock  of  the  na- 
tional donmn  to  be  diatributod  among  the  bun- 
^  and  often  averse  claimants,  whose  appetite 
me  State  of  Tennessee  seema  at  length  to  have 
allayed,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exoeptiowi 
without  going  beyond  the  bounds  of  her  own 
territory.  I  am  sore,  if  the  federal  jndiduy 
had  been  drawn  in  to  fix  the  constniction  of 
all  the  lavrs  Oongress  would  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  pass  in  relation  to  these  lands,  and 
to  settle  all  the  controverBies  which  would 
have  arisen  under  them,  suitors  of  every  ether 
description  and  ii^m  every  other  quarter  wonld 
have  been  blocked  out  of  that  tribnnal  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 


WxnNKsnAT,  April  SO. 
Affain  vixth  £ra*it. 

The  resolution,  offered  on  Konday,  by  MJ. 
CoirxTEB,  of  Pennsylvania,  came  up. 

Mr.  EvxnxTT  obaerTed,  that  had  he  eon- 
duded  the  remarls  which  he  was  yeaterdiy 
making,  when  the  hour  appropriated  to  this 
kind  of  buainess  expired,  he  should  probably 
have  expressed  his  intention  to  wwve  nla  oppo- 
sition to  the  passage  of  the  resolution.  Al- 
though not  requiring  the  information  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  nor  deeming  the  call.  In  refer- 
ence to  all  its  objects,  wholly  regular,  yet  the 
donbta  su^ested  by  the  gentleman  who  moved 
the  resolution,  on  the  subject  of  our  relaUons 
with  Brazil,  had  brought  him  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  resolution  bad  better  pass,  with 
a  view  of  bringing  before  the  Hoinse  a  foil 
statement  of  (he  real  posture  of  car  aSiurs  in 
that  quarter,  as  far  as  existing  n^^tiations  may 
permit.  Bdbre  he  sat  down,  ho  begged  leave 
to  correct  an  error,  into  which  be  h^  inadver- 
tently fallen,  in  stating  the  time  of  the  qipoint- 
ment  of  the  present  Cbarg6  d' Affaires  at  the 
court  of  Braal,  which  was  not,  of  conrse,  dar- 
ing the  last  eesdon  of  Congress,  inaemuch  as 
Mr.  Raguet  did  not  return  to  this  countiy  till 
three  or  f^or  months  after  the  dose  of  the  ses- 
rion.    The  error  was  (^  no  moment  to  ICr.  K^i 
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eonrae  of  a^nment,  which  was  atnDgthened 
t^  thQH  redaciog  the  Ume  that  hod  elapsed 
■iiiae  the  appoiatment  of  the  OhargS  d' Affairee ; 
be  ooirected  it  merol^  for  the  sake  of  ac- 

repl}*,  sud  that  he 
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raaolation,  tliat  he  could  b«  contented  to  w^ve 
all  ftarUier  diaonamon,  and  would  011I7  make  en 
obaervotioa  or  two  bj  way  of  explanation, 
which  seemed  to  be  ctdled  for  bj  the  remarkB 
which  that  gentieman  had  jesterda;^  addressed 
to  the  House.  It  was  &r  from  my  intention, 
Bud  Mr.  0.,  at  all  to  oensare  the  Oommittee  of 
Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject  of  their  re- 
port npon  the  memorial  of  Oondy  Baguet.  AH 
1  meant  to  conTey  was,  that  I  was  not  ignite 
Mtisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  thej  amved 
at  the  cxmcloaion  to  which  thej  oame  on  that 
■ilnect.  Their  report  disclosed  no  facta  which 
Mcdd  enable  them  to  judge  whether  hia  con- 
duct had  been  proper  or  otherwise.  The  com- 
mittee appeared  to  have  gone  solely  on  the 
Sand  that  the  President  of  the  United  StaUe 
not  disapprove  of  it.  Bir,  I  am  aware, 
that,  under  the  Governments  of  Europe,  and 
in  England  partionlsrtj,  where  the  king  is  the 
nprem«  fomitain  of  honor,  that  all  the  officers 
of  GoTenunent  look  to  his  approbation  as  their 
highest  reward,  and  appeal  to  it,  in  all  emer- 
cenciea,  aa  a  fall  and  complete  vindication. 
But,  in  this  coontry,  there  resides  another  sov- 
ereign, to  whose  decision  evei?  dljzen  looks  as 
the  highest  that  can  be  given.  Ttiat  sovereign 
la  the  people  of  theee  United  States ;  bat  their 
judgment  can  never  be  given  in  an  enlightened 
maimer  nntesa  they  are  pat  in  possession  of  the 
faotB,  on  which  alone  it  can  be  made  np.  Bnt, 
fiuM^  I  do  not  oensDTe  the  committee  for  their 
r^Kwt,  yet  I  think  that  the  officer  in  question 
hM  some  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  Fresi- 
AmtA,  aa  the  oommittee  truly  say,  did  not  disap- 
prove of  his  condact ;  bnt  this  is  only  a  nega- 
tive sort  of  approbation,  and  ita  valne  cannot 
h«t  be  mach  impMred  by  the  fact  that  a  person 
was  ^ptnnted  to  succeed  him,  even  before  he 
returned  to  his  oonntry,  or  had  any  opportuni- 
ty in  person  to  give  an  aooount  of  his  official 
noditet.  Still,  sir,  I  am  fi«e  to  acknowledge 
that  my  judgment,  upon  Hnch  cose,  can  be  but 
of  aUgnt  otmdder&tion  indeed  when  set  in  op- 
poadm  to  that  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
BeUtions ;  and  I  well  know  that  this  Eonae 
will  be  justified,  and  so  will  the  nation,  in  tak- 
ing their  opinion,  in  preference  to  mine.  There 
is  one  other  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  which  I  am  bound  to  notice. 
He  stated,  if  I  understand  him  correctly,  that 
■y  object  appeared  to  be,  to  call  in  question 
the  Mndaot  of  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  in  this  afl^.  Sir,  that  was  &r  from  my 
inttatiMi;  on  the  oonbirv,  I  only  wished  to 
«lidt  infismation  which  might  disenooniber  the 
tcpntation  of  that  Department  from  suspicion 
w  OBDMon,  if  not  deeco-ved.    I  wished  to  draw 


ont  the  whole  Jbots  of  the  ease ;  and,  At,  I 
h<n»e  the  time  will  never  come  when  the  Ezeo- 
ntlve  of  this  Union  shall  have  his  conduct  im- 
properly called  In  qaestion,  by  a  mere  inquiry 
as  to  what  that  conduct  has  been.  The  gentlfr- 
man  from  Uassachnsetts  appeare  to  t>e  confi- 
dent, that,  when  all  the  facts  diall  be  disclosed, 
no  censare  will  attach  to  the  President.  If 
that  proves  to  be  the  case,  I  shall  sincerely  re- 
joice, since  I  never  desire  to  censure  any  one 
without  the  requisite  information  as  to  what 
his  conduct  has  been.  As  these  are  topics  oon- 
neoted  with  the  repntatioii  of  my  Government^ 
and  through  tliat  Government  with  the  repntv 
tion  of  my  country,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  having  travelled  oat  of  the  record, 
either  in  oflering  my  resolution,  or  in  aocompai- 
nying  it  with  the  remarks  which  I  have  made. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 


THUBBniT,  Uay  1. 
Land  Claimt  wi  T^meuM. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  oonMderft- 
tion  of  the  Tennessee  land  bill. 

Hr.  WtoKum,  after  comparing  the  debate 
yesterday  on  the  part  of  the  Bepresentatives 
from  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  to  a  squabble  between 
two  sisters  as  to  the  comparative  valae  of  the^ 
patrimony,  and  expressing  his  belief  that  a  fhr- 
ther  disooBsion  of  the  bill  ooidd  lead  to  no  good 
result,  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  thb  motion,  Hr.  OoimB  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  being  taken,  they  stood — yeas 
181,  nays  64. 

^ovTidary  Lin«i,  tie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stsoso,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tatlos  in  the  ohair,  and 
took  np  the  Inll  "  for  ascertaining  the  latitude 
of  the  Bouthem  Bend,  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Utchigan,  and  of  certain  other  points,  for  the 
purpose,  thereafter,  of  fixing  the  true  northern 
boundary  lines  Of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Ulinoia." 

Hr.  SiBoso  briefly  stated  the  olijeot  and  the 
necessity  of  this  bUL  After  referring  to  the 
controversy  which  had  exists  in  relation  to 
this  boundary  line,  he  stated  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  by  which  the  sonthern  extremity  of  X4tke 
Uidiigan  waa  fixed  upon  as  the  point  through 
which  a  line  east  and  west  shonla  be  run,  se[»- 
arating  the  northern  from  the  eonthem  sections 
of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  It  was,  at 
that  time,  supposed  that  such  a  line  running 
eastward,  wcnild  cut  Lake  Erie  somewhere  be- 
tween Detroit  and  the  Miami  Bay.  Several 
surveys  bad  been  made,  but  they  did  not  agree. 
He  hence  infwred  the  necessity  of  fixing,  with 
perieot  accuracy,  the  latitude  of  the  south  ex- 
tremity of  Lake  Miohinn ;  and  also,  the  ptdnt 
where  that  parallel  >a  latitude  would  strike 
Lake  Erie.  It  waa  also  neoesaary  to  asoarbdn 
where  the  northern  bound  of  Indiana  wonld 
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cnt  the  TerritoiT  of  Uichigao,  and  it  wu  of 
jet  more  consaqaeiice,  BBpeciaUf  at  Uiia  time, 
to  detarmine  the  true  poaitioa  of  the  north  line 
of  Illinois.  That  StSite  had  been  antltorized  to 
go  as  f^  north  on  the  left  bank  of  Lake  Kichi- 

C,  as  82  degrees,  SO  minntes ;  bat  ystj  dif- 
at  opinions  were  held  as  to  the  predae 
point  where  that  parallel  wonld  abike  the 
UisoBsippi  Biver,  Tet,  this  was  a  point  rerj 
necewaxy  to  be  fixed,  einoe  that  line  passed 
through,  or  very  nearly  approached,  a  diatriot 
ot  oountry  fnll  of  lead  mines,  where  there  were 
already  between  six  and  seven  thousand  inhab- 
itants, most  of  them  enga^  is  digging  for 
ore.  Emigrants  were  flookmg  East  to  the  spot, 
and  there  was  reason  to  believe,  that  the  num- 
ber this  snnuner  wonld  be  swelled  to  twelve 
thonaand.  These  people  were  now  in  a  great 
meoBUre  without  law,  because  it  was  nnoertain 
nnder  what  jurisdiction  they  lay.  The  land 
they  occapied  was  churned  on  the  one  side  by 
Elinoli  and  on  the  other  by  Michigan,  and 
much  difficnlty  and  embarrassment  was  ezperi- 
enoed  in  oonseqnence.  The  bill  did  not  go  de- 
finitively Ui  comoromit  the  qnestion  of  jnris' 
diotion,  but  merely  pronded  means  to  asoertun 
di«  geographioal  uct  aa  to  the  tme  poration  of 
thisline,  far  which  purpose  it  p^vided  a  com- 
mission, fbmished  with  all  the  necessary  appa- 
ratus. 

Hr,  Silas  Wood,  observing  that  llie  bill  pro- 
hibited the  nse  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  fixing 
tiiie  tine,  inqnired  the  reason ;  to  whioh 

Mr.  Btbong  replied,  that  it  had  been  AiUy  as- 
oertuned,  and  was  now  conceded,  that  a  per- 
fectly striught  line  could  not  be  ran  by  tlie 
eompass,  but  mnst  be  laid  on  astronomical 
principles.  Various  instramente  wonld  enable 
the  commisdoners  to  ran  snob  a  line ;  eitlier 
the  plane  table  or  the  zenith  sector,  were  snffi- 
(dent  for  this  parpose;  bat  the  best  of  all 
modes  was  that  of  a  trigonometrical  eorvey. 
This  was  at  once  the  cheapest  and  the  most 
oertun  mode,  and  was  liable  to  no  danger  from 
the  vicinity  <kF  iron  beds,  ica.,  wliich  wonld 
afibct  the  needle. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  a  slight  amendment, 
whioh  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

Indian  Apprcprialumt—Georgia  and  JfortA 


The  committee  prooeeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
qtpropriations  fbr  the  Indian  D^artmenL 

The  first  amendment  being  under  conudera- 
laon,  in  the  words  following : 

To  the  end  of  the  following  item :  "  And  the 
Bom  of  (SO.OOO  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
«>propriat«a  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
tfnited  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  articles  of 
agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Stat«  of  Qeorgia,  which  snoi  of  money 
ahall  be  applied  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Premdent  of  the  United  Stales,  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  olaimii  of  the  Cherokee  In- 


dians, to  all  the  lands  which  they  oocnpy  within 
the  limits  of  sdd  State." 

Add  the  following :  "  And  to  the  extingoish- 
ment  of  the  clum  of  the  Cherokee  Indi^  to 
the  lands  they  oocnpy  within  the  State  of 
North  Oarolina." 

Mr,  MoOoT  wished  for  information,  as  lo  any 
obligations  nnder  which  the  United  States  lar 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  land  titles  in  N(»^ 
Carolina.  He  wished,  also,  to  know  whether 
the  Cherokee  Indians  in  that  8tat«  were  will- 
Lg  to  set!  their  lands  I 

Mr.  Cabson,  in  reply  to  these  inqniries,  went 
into  a  fall  statement  of  the  facta  of  the  case^ 
whioh  are  in  snbstanoe  as  follows ; 

Dnring  the  revolntion,  the  State  of  North 
Oarolina  was  engaged  in  an  Indian  war,  the  re- 
aolt  of  which  was  a  oonqneet  of  the  Cherokees, 
an  arrangement  by  whioh  they  were  lo- 
cated on  certwn  landa  within  the  State,  the 
poesession  of  which  was  gaarantied  to  them 
for  banting  grotmda.  In  1T8S,  the  General 
Government  took  into  its  own  hajids  the  entire 
control  of  theee  Indians,  (oontrory  to  the  ex- 
press will  and  protest  of  the  State,)  and  gaar- 
antied to  them  posseeeion  of  the  landa  they 
held.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  land  was  sold  b; 
the  State,  and  a  collision  arose,  wMoh  termi- 
nated by  the  Treaty  of  Holston,  in  1791,  by 
which  the  General  Ghtvernnent  ctmveyed  to 
the  Indians  the  fee  of  their  laud,  and  prohibit- 
ed them  from  making  any  treaty  concerning  it 
with  North  Carolina,  or  any  other  sovereignty, 
but  the  Um1«d  States  alone.  Mr.  0.  oonclnded 
that  this  was  an  onwarrantable  and  illc^  act, 
by  whioh  an  encnmbranoe  was  placed  npon  the 
StAte  of  North  Carolina,  contrary  to  her  most 
solemn  protest,  and  the  General  Government 
waa  therefore  bonnd  to  make  Kood  the  money 
which  that  State  waa  obliged  afterwards  to 
pay,  in  order  to  extingoish  the  Indian  title,  and 
moke  good  the  land  to  those  who  had  bonsht 
it  of  the  State.  He  dwelt  on  the  lib^«n^ 
which  North  Carolina  had  displayed  towwdg 
the  United  States,  in  the  cession  of  all  her 
western  territory,  fnow  the  State  of  Tennessee^ 
and  then  snpposea  to  extend  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,)  with  no  other  condition  than  the  pay- 
ment of  her  Uililia  Land  Warrant*. 

Mr.  Ldupeik  stud,  the  bill  on  the  table,  aa  it 
passed  the  Hoose,  set  niart  $60,000  to  enable 
the  Freaident  of  the  United  States  to  eitin- 
gnish  the  Cherokee  claim  to  all  the  lands 
which  they  oocnpy  within  the  limits  of  Geor- 
gia, and  thereby  fulfil  a  long-delayed  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Now,  mr, 
sud  Mr.  L.,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  pro- 
poses, also,  to  eHingaiab  the  Cherokee  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
North  Oarolina— this,  too,  Is  to  be  done  ont  of 
the  snm  set  apart  by  this  House,  for  the  epa- 
oiflo  pnrpose  of  enabling  this  Govemmeut  to 
fUfil  its  obligations  to  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  L,  said :  Sir,  while  I  express  a  confident 
hope  that  this  committee  will  refose  to  concur 
with  the  Senate  in  placing  North  Oan^iaa  (on 
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this  occasion)  upon  an  eqnal  fboting  wiUi  Geor- 
gfti — I  vi«h  to  be  diatinctlj  nnderstood,  as  en- 
tertaining none  but  tbe  kindest  feelings  towards 
North  Carolina.  H«  said,  while  he  protested 
■gainrt  the  interest  and  wiahea  of  North  Caro- 
lina beiog  attAcAed  to  the  jnst  ol^ms  and  de- 
mands of  Georgisi,  as  an  nnnatnral  t^iance, 
which  would  place  the  wishes  and  interest  of 
one  8t8t«  upon  an  Mnal  footing  with  the  Jnst 
dona&da  and  rights  of  another,  ne  would  again 
r^ieat,  that  he  entertained  all  the  fHendly  feel- 
ings of  a  good  neighbor  to  that  State,  He 
l^tlj  reepect«d  her  BepresenttMTes  wiUi 
wEom  he  was  asaootated  here,  as  well  as  the 
people  thej  represented. 

Mr.  L.  said,  as  a  BepresentatiTe  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia,  he  felt  it  to  be  an  impenons 
mty  which  devolved  on  him,  apoa  this  and  all 
Kmilar  occasions,  to  vindicate  the  rights  and 
intereeta  of  the  State,  and  not  soffer  himself  to 
be  led  aatray,  by  a  compromiaine  spirit  of  oon- 
descenaion  to  his  good  neighhorB.  llr.  L. 
moA,  this  item  of  Stty  thousand  dollars  was  in- 
eorporated  in  that  bill,  at  his  instance,  and  as 
the  phrsseology  will  show,  for  the  express  and 
Bide  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Cherokee 
dainis  to  the  lands  which  the;  occupy  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  and  therebj  aatisfr  her, 
and  fulfil  a  contract,  which  this  Qovemment 
hound  itself  to  perform,  more  than  a  (quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  The  propriety  of  this  appro- 
priation,  so  &r  as  it  relates  to  Georgia,  has,  at 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  underwent  the 
Kxmiiij  and  isTestigatdoa  of  two  standing 
eommitt«ea  of  this  Honse — was  then  disonased 
in  Coaunitt«e  of  the  whole  Honse — and  lastly 
by  the  Boose  itself;  and  has  been  sanctioned 
l^  all  with  a  very  near  approach  to  unanimity. 
It  was  sent  in  this  form  to  the  other  branch 
cf  the  Leginlatnre,  It  is  now  retomed  to  na 
with  this  amendment,  isdoding  North  Caro- 
lina, uid  that,  too,  without  the  sabjeot  of  ex- 
tingniahing  Indian  title  within  that  State  b^ng 
erea  snbmitted  to  the  oonaideratdon  of  this 
House,  M  any  one  of  lis  oommitteee.  Bir,  this 
ia  J<»niDg  together  that  which  should  be  kept 
•lander.  As  well  might  Tennessee  and  Aht- 
btnui  propose  to  be  inolnded  with  Geor^a; 
aid  tberebT  farther  delay  Ihe  Jnst  demands  of 
Georglia,  which  have  so  often  been  a  fi^itfnl 
■object  of  irritation  and  conflict  between  that 
State  and  this  Qovemment.  The  clidma  of 
Geoi^iK  npon  this  Government  to  extingnish 
die  ^erokee  title,  ss  soon  as  it  can  be  done  on 
i«as(Hiable  and  peaceable  terms,  is  imperative ; 
and  that  it  may  be  accomnliuied  npon  snch 
terms  as  I  consider  reasonable  and  peaceable.  I 
bare  strong  confidence,  if  the  proper  means  be 
morted  to  by  this  Government ;  bnt,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  attempt  to  extin- 
gnisb  the  Cherokee  title  to  any  knds  in  the 
other  States,  until  the  compact  with  Geor^  is 
completed  by  this  Government  This  policy  of 
grtiTigtiiihing  the  Cherokee  title,  in  the  acyoin- 
ing  States,  om  already  thrown  the  largest  por- 
txoi  of  the  Cherokee  population  on  the  territo- 
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ry  of  Oeoi^ia,  and  has  been  the  principal  cause 

of  the  disability  of  this  Government  to  comply 
with  its  ohligattons  to  Oeoigia ;  in  this  is  to  be 
found  the  wont  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of 
this  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman :  It  is  tme  that  I  am  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  the  emigration  plan,  and  beUeve 
the  Indians  can  never  prosper  while  they  re- 
main in  any  of  the  States  or  Territoriee  of  this 
Union.  And  I  shall  never  be  content  nntil  I 
see  them  planted  in  permanent  and  good  homea 
wast  of  the  Ifisaissippi  River,  and  then  I  would 
never  "leave  them  nor  forsake  them,"  mitil  I 
made  them  as  comfortable  and  happy  as  any 
township  or  village  in  New  Englandl  With  th 
due  regard  to  the  interest  of  other  States,  in 
which  the  Oherokees  reside,  I  hope  they  will 
not  consider  me  as  illiberal,  or  bearing  npon 
their  interests,  while  I  protest  agunst  extin- 
guishing the  CSierokee  title  to  one  acre  of  land 
in  any  of  those  States,  nntjl  the  demands  of 
Georgia  upon  this  Oovermnent  be  fully  and 
completely  complied  with,  as  contained  in  the 
compact  of  1802. 

Should  I  fail  of  sncoesa  in  my  views,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  emigration  of  the  Indians  generally, 
nevertheless  I  fee]  assured  that  Justice  may  be 
extended  to  Georgia,  by  removing  the  Inmana 
from  her  soU,  and  eetlUng  them  in  the  territory 
which  they  occnpy  in  ottier  States,  where  the 
right  of  soil  is  aihnitted  to  be  in  the  United 
Stales.  Yee,  sir,  this  can  be  done  without  vio- 
lence to  the  righte^  interest,  and  prosperity,  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians :  for  I  speak  advisedly 
when  I  state  to  tlda  committee,  that  th« 
Cherokee  Indians  cldm  lands  out  of  the 
limits  of  Georgia  sufficient  in  extent  and  qual- 
ity to  sustain  them  in  comfort  for  a  century  to 

Ur.  Chairman,  I  consider  this  amendment  of 
the  Senate  injurious  to  Ibe  interests  of  Geor- 
gia. I  oonnder  it  an  untimely  appendage,  cal- 
culated, in  some  d^ree.  to  retard  the  fuJllinertt 
of  the  obligations  of  tJiis  Government  to  the 
State  of  Georgia.  1,  therefore,  with  great,  con- 
fidence, look  to  this  oommittee,  and  this  House, 
and  trust  they  will  reftise  to  concur  with  the 
Senate  in  their  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Oabson  replied,  insisting  that  the  amend- 
ment went  merely  to  extend  the  power  of  the 
Commissioners,  who  should  be  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  Cherokees,  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  might  include  the  land  in  North  Car- 
olina, if  the  Indians  there  shonld  be  willing  to  sell 
it  He  acknowledged  that  Qeorfpa  had  a  clum 
of  a  specific  character— such  as  no  other  State 
could  advance ;  bnt  though  North  Carolina  had 
not  put  forward  her  olidm  in  the  land  when  she 
ceded  her  territory,  yet  it  was  equally  binding 
on  every  equitable  ground.  If  she  had  re- 
ceived her  proportion  of  the  general  proceeds 
of  the  western  domain,  she  would  long  before 
have  received  more  than  enough  to  extinguish 
the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  tide  within  her 
bonnda. 

Mr.  MiTOHELL,  of  Tennessee,  thought  that 
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this  disonsaion  vm  wholly  nmiecesBarf,  inas- 
maoh  B3  tiie  Oherokees,  who  were  q>read 
throQf^h  the  four  Stat«a  of  North  O&roliua, 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama,  when  thej 
met  in  conncil  to  make  a  treat;,  neither  knew 
nor  oared  any  Uudk  about  onr  State  boimdarf 
lines,  bnt  considare^  their  own  territorj  08  one 
whole ;  and  if  they  agreed  to  dispwee  of  any 
part  of  it,  would  be  guided  by  their  own  inter- 
est in  determining  what  pftrticnlar  portion  they 
wonld  part  with.  The  power  of  the  Commis- 
slotters  was  one  thing ;  andananpropriationfor 
their  expenses  was  another.  Toe  treaty  would 
cOBt  no  more  if  the  Unda  ceded  lay  within 
twenty  States,  than  if  they  lay  all  in  one, 

Mr.  HoDuf piB  now  stated,  that  Uie  public 
business  was  suffering  from  delay,  and  pressed 
for  a  speedy  decision ;  whereupon,  Hessrs. 
LmiFKiN  and  Oabsoh  consented  to  wuve  any 
farther  disonsaion,  and  allow  the  qaesUon  on 
the  amendment  at  once  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  B.  Wood,  of  New  York,  denied  that  the 
United  States  were  nnder  any  obligation  to  ex- 
tinguish Indian  titles  within  the  limits  of  any 
of  the  States,  exc«pt  Georgia,  she  having  made 
a  compact  to  that  efTect  when  she  ceded  her 
lands.  In  other  States,  although  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  was  neoessaiily  present  to 
see  that  no  improper  advantages  were  taken  of 
tlie  Indians,  and  although,  perhaps,  the  United 
States  paid  the  eipenses  of  the  treaty,  yet  the 
consideration  money  was  always  furnished  by 
the  Btate,  and  not  by  the  General  Government. 
This  was  the  first  instance  with  which  he  was 
'  acqQainted,  where  snch  a  thing  had  been  de- 
manded or  proposed. 

Hr.  Sheppxbd  expressed  his  regret  and  eor- 
priseL  that  the  amendment  nnder  oonrideratlon 
should  be  met  by  the  oppoaitJon  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  LnuPKiii ;) 
for,  sdd  Ur.  8.,  though  it  is  tme,  that  North 
Carolina  does  not  present  heraelC  cidming  the 
axtiogaishment  of  the  Indian  title  within  her 
limits,  mider  any  express  contract,  like  that 
which  Georgia  rightfully  sets  up ;  jet,  aaid  Mr. 
S.,  by  a  alight  consideration  of  the  question,  it 
will  appear,  that  there  are  strong  reaaona  why 
North  Carolina  should  share  in  the  benefit  pro- 
posed to  Georgia,  Nor,  said  he,  can  her  obdm 
to  a  favorable  consideration  be  weakened  in  the 
estimation  of  the  committee,  because  she  has 
not  heretofore  importuned  the  nation  on  this 
subject,  nor  disturbed  the  qniet  of  the  Indiana 
resident  within  her  limits,  bat  towards  whom, 
Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  he  was  proud  to  say,  bis 
8tat«  had  ever  been  disposed  to  act  with  due 
regard  to  the  principles  of  hmnanity  and  jus- 
tice. A  strong  illustration,  said  Mr.  B..  of  the 
tmtii  of  this  remark  will  be  afforded,  wnen  the 
cmnmittee  come  to  consider  the  farther  amend- 
ment, which  proposes  refunding  to  North  Caro- 
lina the  money  ptud  by  ber  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  In^au  reservations. 

North  Carolina,  said  Mr.  8.,  possessing  a 
vast  extent  of  western  territorr,  in  the  year 
1789,  ceded  it  to  the  General  Government, 


with  no  other  reservation,  is  ber  own  favor, 
than  the  mere  privilege  or  right  of  aatia^dog, 
oat  of  it,  the  deota  due  her  citizene  for  miiiUry 
and  other  services,  rendered  in  the  war  of  tbe 
revolution ;  and  even  the  attainment  -of  tliis 
stipniation  was,  by  subsequent  events,  retarded 
and  embarrassed  with  muiy  difficnitiee.    Hav- 
ing thua  liberally  given,  North  Carolina,  aaid 
Mr.  S,,  now  comea,  merely  to  aak  that  she  may 
have  the  honor  and  benefit  of  being  assodated 
with  Georgia  in  the  extinguishment  of  tbe 
remnant  of  the  Indian  title  within  her  at  pres- 
ent oontraoted  limits ;  for  this,  aaid  he,  no  ad- 
ditional appropriation  is  asked,  nor  can  the 
allowance  of  tbe  request  jeopardize,  in  any 
way,  tlie  just  preten«ons  of  Georgia;  whilst 
its  Injection  may,  and  in  all  probabilitf  will, 
lead    stiU    farther   to    increase    the    burtbena 
already  imposed  npon  her,  by  the  injorions  oo- 
tion  of  the  General  Government,  in  relation  to 
thia  antfject.    There  is  no  principle,  aaid  Mr. 
S.,  more  fuOy  illustrated  by  the  melancholy 
biatory  of  the  abori^nes  of  this  country,  tbaa 
that  of  their  persevering  adherence  to  the  name 
and  character  of  tribe  or  nation.     Yee,  Mr. 
Chairman ;   to  (his  rallying  point  of  distinction 
they  are  seen  to  cleave,  when  scarce  a  vestige 
of  national   existence   remains.     Sxtdngnlsh, 
then,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Indian  title  in  GeoTvia 
alone,  and  the  natural  consequences  will  be, 
that  those  whom  you  drive  from  their  miser- 
able abode,  in  that  Stat«,  will  seek  to  mute 
with  the  remnant  of  their  tribe  remaining  in 
North  Carolina.   Mr,  8.  advMi»d  to  the  treaties 
of  1786  and  1791,  by  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  bound  the  nation  of  the 
Cherokees  to  treat  with  no  individual  State; 
and  remarked,  that,  while  be  was  not  dispoeaa 
to  condemn  that  policy  which  placed  the  Indian 
tribes  nnder  the  exclusive  care  of  the  GenenJ 
Govermuent,  yet,  add  Mr.  S.,  it  certdnly  im- 
poses upon  that  Government  the  obligation  of 
extinguishing  the  Indian  titie  to  the  lands  lying 
within  tbe  individual  States.    He  stud,  that,  by 
the  treaties  of  1817  and  1619,  it  was  no  doubt 
the  intention  of  the  Executive  of  tbe  United 
States  to  have  performed  thia  implied  oblig»- 
tioiij  and  that  the  ftulure  to  do  so  was  merely 
attributable  to  a  mia^prehenaion  of  the  west- 
em  and  southern  boimaary  of  North  Carolina. 
There  yet,  said  Mr.  S.,  remdns  a  small  extent 
of  territory  in  possession  of  tbe  Cberokeea,  au- 
important,  indeed,  in  itself,  bnt  highly  desira^ 
ble  in  relation  to  the  inte^al  character  of  the 
Stat«.    He  hoped  that  this  little  nook  or  cor- 
ner would  not  be  denied  to  North  Carolina — 
she  who  had,  by  tbe  donation  already  referred 
to,  endowed  the  General  Government  with  a 
fertile  and  extenuve  region,  from  whicb  liad 
long  since  sprung  into  existence  a  flouriahiog 
and  fostpopnlating  Stat& — one  that  does  bonor 
to  this  Union.    Mr.  S.  concluded  by  expresalDg 
his  regret  that  he  sbonld  have  felt  it  hia  dat^ 
to  detun  the  committee,  even  for  a  mouient, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  tbe  honorable 
genUeman  from  Bonth  Carolina  Qii.  UoI>cv- 
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ib)  iiad  exprwaed  a  laodable  demre  to  doso  the 


Hr.  HoOoY  made  some  obserralJcms  in  0^)0- 
■tion  to  Hm  principle  of  the  ameDdment — fn- 
Biting  that  New  York  wu  pot  oa  the  same 
gronnd  wiUi  Korth  Oarolina,  and  the  same 
mono  oosht  to  be  pursued  towards  both.  He 
believed  that  North  Oarolina  waa  not  anffering 
ai^  very  great  tnoonveitienoe  from  the  Indians 
—and  he  was  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  remov- 
ingthem  to  tii«  weet  of  the  Mississippi. 

Tli«  question  was  taken  on  the  ^st  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  doiuded  in  the  affirmo- 
tire — ajes  65,  noes  54. 

The  ({nestion  then  reonrring  on  the  Senate's 
Moond  amendment,  which  is  in  the  worda  to\- 
lo»lng: 

"  For  refbnding  to  tliB  State  of  North  Carolina 
tlK  amoimt  eipended  iij  ber  In  eztingnisMng  the 
tide  of  cert«n  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  to  res- 
■rrations  of  land  wltliiD  the  limits  of  saJd  State, 
Banted  to  then  in  fee  simple,  bj  treaties  villi 
tte  United  States  in  the  jeora  1817  and  IBle,  the 
Mm  {f  22,000  dollars." 


Ifatitraliaaticn  Zaat. 

Ur.  BvoBAvaN  moved  the  consideration  of 
Uw  bin  "  to  amend  the  acts  concerning  Nata- 
nHzation." 

Mr.  B.  Bud  he  wonld  brieflj  state  the  rea- 
sons which  bad  induced  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  report  this  bill  to  the  Honee.  Under  the 
existing  law,  an  alien  cannot  be  natnralized  on- 
Ins  he  haa  resided  for  Sve  jean  within  the 
limita  of  the  United  States.  He  most,  when 
be  appliea  to  be  naturalized,  prove  his  residence 
hj  dinntereated  testimonj ;  his  own  oath  is  not 
allowed  for  this  porpose.  In  addition,  he  mnst 
exhibit  a  certificate  that  he  had  declared,  in  a 
Oourt  of  Record,  at  least  two  years  before  his 
■{^icatlon,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  become 
a  dtizen,  and  to  renonnoe  his  allegiance  to  the 
Gorenunent  firom  which  he  oame.  The  bill 
win  not  interfere  with  either  of  these  pro- 
vsDona.  The  existing  laws  require,  in  addition 
to  theae  provisions,  Uiat  the  alien  should  pro- 
dnea  a  certificate  that  he  bad  gone  before  a 
Omrt  of  Becord,  and  registered  himself;  and 
tin  certificate  is  to  be  the  evidence  of  the  time 
of  his  arrival  within  the  United  States.  The 
set  of  22d  March,  1B16,  farther  requires  that 
ttia  oeiiaficate  of  T^stry  shall  be  redted  in 
flu  certificate  of  natoralization. 

What  has  been  the  oonseqnenoe  ?  By  a  cor- 
net DODstmction  of  these  laws,  do  alien  can  be 
Batoralued  without  a  T^istrj,  This  b  the 
oaiy  evidence  which  the  oonrt  can  legdly  re- 
erire  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  In  those 
CDorta,  therefore,  in  which  this  praotioe  pre- 
vda,  if  an  alien  has  been  ten  jeara  in  the 
eonntrj',  though  his  residence  were  notorions 
diriiig  all  that  time,  still,  if  he  has  neglected  to 
repater  himself,  he  cannot  be  naturalized  until 
five  jean   after  his  first  ap^oation  to  the 


court.  This  neglect  ia  common,  nay,  almost 
universal ;  because  aliens  do  not  know  the  law, 
and  wonld  not,  for  some  time  after  their  arri- 
val, conform  to  it,  even  if  they  did.  Sat  this 
law,  like  every  other  nnreasonable  one,  ia 
evaded.  It  eete  op  an  arbitrary  standard  of 
evidence,  to  defeat  the  spirit  of  tts  own  pro- 
vieioDS.  The  conseqaeoce  is,  that  some  courts 
do,  and  others  do  not,  carry  this  part  of  it  ioto 
exeontion.  In  1824,  Oongreaa  yielded  thia  pro- 
vision, so  far  as  to  declare,  that  a  certificate  of 
nstnralization,  theretofore  obtained,  should  be 
good,  notwithstanding  it  did  not  recite  this 
registry.  The  Oonumtlee  on  the  Judiciary  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  better  at  once  to  dis- 
pense with  this  re^atry.  They  thonght  it 
wonld  simpli^  the  law. 

The  eeo<md  section  provides  for  another  class 
of  oases.  Every  alien  who  has  arrived  in  this 
country,  since  the  14th  of  April,  1802,  most 
exhibit  a  certifioate  of  the  dedaraUon  of  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  made  two  year^ 
before  his  application  to  be  naturalized. 

It  was  bdieved  by  the  comnuttee,  that,  if  an 
alien  oould  eatablisb,  by  dear  and  indifferent 
testimony,  that  he  had  arrived  in  the  country 
previons  bo  the  late  war,  (viz.,  the  18th  June, 
1812,)  and  continued  to  redde  in  it  ever  since, 
this  condition  might,  in  such  case,  with  pro- 
priety, be  dispensed  with.  We  hod  reason  to 
believe  that  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
country,  particularly  Irishmen,  who  served  as 
soldiers  during  the  late  war,  who  have  hitherto 
neglected  to  make  a  declaration  of  their  inten- 
tion to  become  citizens;  and  we  thonght  it 
right  to  provide  for  this  class  of  coses,  more 
especiall;  as  anch  persons  must  prove,  by  dew 
and  indifferent  testimony,  that  they  have  ever 
since  resided  within  the  United  States.  It  ia 
now  nearly  sixteen  years  dnce  the  dedoration 
of  that  war.  This  seotion  is  in  strict  aooord- 
ance  with  former  precedents.  By  the  act  of 
14th  April,  1603,  aliens  resident  in  the  United 
States  oetween  the  29th  January,  1795,  and 
18th  June,  1Y88,  might,  withtu  two  years  after 
its  passage,  have  become  citizens,  without  any 
such  dedoration-  of  their  intention.  Here  the 
residence  required  was  not  quite  six  years. 
By  the  act  of  26th  March,  1804,  aliens,  who 
have  redded  in  the  oountry  betweoif  the  18th 
June,  1798,  and  the  14th  April,  1802,  and  have 
continued  to  reside  in  it,  have  a  right  to  be 
naturalized,  without  producing  snob  a  certifi- 
cate. Since  1804,  we  have  passed  no  similar 
provision,  although  more  than  twenty-four 
years  have  since  dapsed. 

Indian  Af^ropriatlont. 
The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  thcee 
various  bills  to  the  House ;  and  uie  question 
coming  up  on  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in 
the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  appropriation 
bill  for  the  Indian  Department,  the  debate  was 
again  renewed  on  the  first  of  those  amend- 
menta,  and  conducted  with  great  animation  by 
Messrs.  8.  Wood,  Oulfbtx^  Maujut,  Bmtam, 
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Post,  Mabtiit,  F.  P.  Basboub,  Ubbokb,  Wxxks, 
and  Cabsoh. 

In  the  coDne  of  the  dehat«,  an  Inoldeiital 
discnBBion  oroae  as  to  the  comparatiTe  merit 
of  the  several  Btatea  in  the  caadon  of  their 
public  lands  to  the  General  GoTemment.  The 
condaot  of  Qeoi^a,  in  requiring  a  I"^^  '<'r 
Iiem  and  in  stipnlatiiig  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  Indian  title,  was  attributed  to  a  triae 
caution,  whioh  bad  been  instified  bj  subsequent 
events.  That  of  Virginia  was  pronounced  hj 
her  Representatives  t«  bave  been  generous  and 


of  States  to  the  North  and  Eaat,  who  had  little 
or  no  land  to  cede. 

Tbis  representation  was  repeUed  iy  gentle- 
men from  thoae  Statea.  The  original  charters 
were  wpealed  to,  to  show  the  ext«nt  of  their 
title;  W  the  merit  of  all  the  cessions  was 
contended  to  be  bat  small,  inaamnch  as  tbe 
landa  were,  at  that  time,  viewed  rather  in  the 
light  of  an  inoDmbranoe. 

Ur.  KiTCSSLi,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  pre- 
vions  qaeBtion,  Eis  motion  was  aoatainea  bj 
the  Bonse. 

The  previoQS  qnestlon  was  then  pot  and  car- 
ried ;  and  the  main  question  on  concnrrence 
with  the  Senate's  first  amendment  b^ng  then 
taken,  it  wag  decided  by — yeas  80,  nays  88. 

So  the  Honse  reAued  to  oononr. 

The  second  ameodment  being  conRdered,  Ur. 
UiTOKKLL  again  demanded  the  previons  qnea- 

The  Honse  sustained  his  motion,  and  the 
main  qnettion  being  pat,  it  was  decided  by — 
yeaa  88,  naya  70. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  this  amendment 
also. 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
Bbtin  and  Fobt  on  the  above  snbject ;] 

Ur.  BxriN  said,  that  he  felt  a  relnctance  to 
address  the  committee  at  so  late  on  honr, 
almost  invincible ;  bnt  he  could  not  reet  satis- 
fied, after  the  remarlca  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Woob,)  in  whioh  he 
challenged  any  person  to  make  a  discrimi  nation 
between  the  case  of  Korth  Carolina,  and  tliat 
of  New  York,  as  he  stated  it  Ur.  B.  ^d  the 
caaes  weA  bj  no  means  parallel,  and  even  the 
traces  of  resemblance  were  few  and  fbint. 
Ur.  B.  here  gave  a  history  of  the  cession  of 
her  western  territory  by  North  Carolina  to  the 
QenenU  Government,  clogged  only  with  a  pro- 
vision for  her  liabilities  and  debts,  contracted 
by  her  efforts  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
which,  he  contended,  were  equitably  charge- 
able upon  the  Confederation,  and  not  upon 
North  Carolina  alone,  as  they  were  contracted 
for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  the  common 
oauae.  He  contended  that  the  claims  of  North 
Carolina,  to  have  the  Indian  title  eitingniahed 
within  her  bonndaries,  were  as  strong  npon  the 
General  Government,  in  an  equitable  view,  as 
those  of  Georgia ;  and  sdd  that,  if  there  was 
any  difference  to  the  disadvantage  of  North 


Carolina,  it  arose  &om  tbo  magnanimity  and 
liberality  of  North  Carolina,  in  not  eiactingit 
as  a  condition  of  her  cession.  She  gave  viA 
confidence,  and  the  General  Government  shoold 
not  avul  itself  of  that  confidence,  in  its  equity, 
to  the  prejudice  of  that  State.  Surely,  it  will 
not  be  contended  that  the  General  GoverDment 
shall  always  stand  upon  its  strictiy  legal  rights, 
and  say  to  North  Carolina,  that,  although  her 
cMm  is  highly  eqnitable,  yet,  that,  as  "  it  wm 
not  in  the  bond,"  it  cannot  be  considered. 

Ur.  B.  c<»it«nded  that,  even  in  a  strictly  legal 
view,  if  gentlemen  would  consider  it  solely 
in  that  light,  the  General  Government  waa 
estopped  to  say  that  North  Carolina  could  not 
call  npon  her  to  eitdngoish  the  Indian  title. 
He  alluded  to  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  1786 ; 
of  Holston,  and  to  the  treaty  of  1791,  made  W 
the  United  States  with  the  Cherokeea,  bywhidi 
treaties  the  United  States  took  the  Cherokeee 
under  their  protection,  and  excluded,  in  expreae 
terms,  any  State  or  individual  from  treating 
with  them.  He  referred,  also,  to  the  treaties 
of  1817,  '18,  and  '19,  whereby  the  United 
Statea  not  oidy  undertook  to  treat  with  theae 
Indians  for  the  eitingniabment  of  th^  title  in 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee;  but 
also  undertook,  and  actually  did  cede  to  the 
Indians,  fee  umple  riglita  to  a  large  portion  ot 
the  Territory  of  North  Carolina,  which  North 
Carolina  was  competent  to  extinguish  by  buy- 
ing ont  the  Indian  tiUea,  or,  in  other  worda,  by 
pnrchaung  her  own  aoiL 

Ur.  B.  here  reviewed  the  natnre  (tf  the  In- 
dian titie ;  which,  he  ssid,  was  defined  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  several 
cases,  and  also  by  several  of  the  State  Courta, 
to  be  a  mere  vtajhietvary  right,  or  right  of 
temporary  occupancy ;  but  that  the  ultimate 
right,  or  fee  simnte,  remained  in  the  State.    He 
referred,  in  connrmation  of  these  deci^ona,  to 
the   fact    that   North  Carolina  had   actniiUy 
granted  much  of  her  territory  before  the  Id* 
dian  titie  was  eitingniahed,  and  that  mMaj 
tities  in  Tennessee,  particularly  in  what    u 
called  the  Chickasaw  Pnrcfaase,  depend  upon 
this  right  of  North  Carolina,  as  must  be  known 
to  honorable  genUemen  from  that  State.     Ill, 
B.  gave  a  sketch  of  the  legislation  of  North 
Carolina  relative  to  the  Cherokee  landa ;  that 
she  was  compelled  to  appropriate  her    own 
ftmds  to  purchase  out  these  Indian  titiea,  In  fee, 
which  the  United  States  had  wrongfully  fixed 
upon  her  soil  \  and  that  the  General  Gorem- 
ment,  having  done  her  this  injury,  by  e  hiKh 
eieroise  of  the  treaty-making  power,  ahoald 
redress  her  injury  by  making  her  compensation. 
Ur.  B.  disclaimed  the  idea  of  now  diaouanng 
the  powers  of  the  Government   in    making 
treaties,  or  their  application  to  Indian  tribes 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  a  State.     Htt 
said  that  it  was  aoffioient  for  his  nreaent  par- 
pose  to  show  that  tiie  property  of  North  Oaro- 
lina  had  been  taken  by  i^  and  he  confidently 
hoped  and  expected  that  a  Just  compeoaatioa 
would  be  made  her :  that  North  Carolina  had 
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Itm  comptUed  to  paj,  m  vas  stated  by  the 
NmrnittM  who  reported  a  bill  upon  the  Biib' 
}«el  10  Ihii  Honse,  $ia,O00,  which  he  bopod 
would  b«  rehmded. 
Ur,  Fon  addressed  tiie  House  as  follbwa : 
Hi.  Sp«akw:  B^lieriDg,  aa  I  do,  that  this 
bodrbuthe  greatest  dispoutioD  to  do  Justice 
lotbeBtataof  Geor^a,  Ihad  intended  to  re- 
Biin  dlent  in  this  discouioa.  So  fixed  has 
bMD  m;r  determinatioa  to  muntain  this  course, 
tbtt  1  thought  nothing  could  ooonr  which 
ntiM,  It  this  time,  cause  me  to  open  mj 
until  on  the  question.  Sir,  how  often,  on 
ia  ukI  other  occadoQs,  have  we  heard  the 
grj  of  the  bond  to  Qeorna,  the  bond  to  Oeor- 
ei,  the  bond  to  Georgia  I  I  have  so  often 
Ewrd  thi»  subject  drawn  into  the  deba^  of 
Ha  Hoiue,  and,  in  mj  opinion,  with  so  little 
jMice  or  courtesT'  to  those  I  represent  here, 
diri  liHieer  nlence  on  my  part  wonld  be  crimi- 
uL  We  have  been  told  that  Yi^pnia  has 
Kt(d  with  nnexampled  magnanimity ;  that 
Birth  Carolina  has  covered  nersetf  with  rfo- 
17;  tint  other  States  vied  with  tiiem  in  ^eir 
Rjisdid  conceasions  to  the  United  States,  and 
Bat  thej  an  gave  freely,  and  witboot  price ; 
ht,  rben  it  came  to  Georgia,  she  exacted  a 

Hov  itaodi  the  &ct  in  this  matter!    What 

ni  Georria  at  the  close  of  the  revolntion  I 
in  in&iit  in  the  cradle— ^ot  even  in  the  gristle 
<f  duldhood,  fu  less  the  bone  and  nnew  of 
■ouhood!  Was  it  expedient  to  place  her  on 
Ae  IMdse  footing  of  the  oldest  States  in  the 
Unioiit  Her  sparse  popnlation,  scattered  along 
■oe  of  her  borders,  held  an  nndispnted  title  to 
iaiKsse  trecta  of  nnonltivat^d  landa,  of  no- 
1»WB  valne.  Was  It  expected  that  they 
'ndd  give  np  their  title  to  all  this  country  be- 
Vi  tbeir  BOtUed  boundary  t  or  was  it  not  an 
Miqiena^le  and  just  poUoy  to  retain  as  mnch 

■  voDjd  ensnre  them  a  permanent  respectabU- 
i^,  M  i  member  of  this  union  ?    She  gave  np 
■m  than  anr  State  in  the  Union,  YirginiB  ez- 
l^teil,  md  die  gave  what  Is  more,  a  oonntry 
a  iuMtimahle  valne,  over  which  her  sove 
<ipi^  was  nndispnted.    For  this  snrrender  < 
^t^inrj  die  demanded  a  price,  and  exacted 
rad,  which  she  had  a  clear  right  to  do.    And 
»»  We  the  conditions  of  this  bond  been  fnl' 
Bid  by  tikis  Government  t     By  first  extin- 
t^^aof  the  titles  of  these  tribes  in  ever;  oth- 

■  qsMter,  and  crowding  them  into  the  bosom 

■  G«ai^  for  permanent  location  I  And  this 
*■  eTjKcted  to  ba  witnessed  and  home  meekly 
^  pttientiy.  Gonld  tlie  people  of  Georgia 
'^taH  these  thin^  without  irritation,  or  is 
wt  »Qy  justice  in  the  reiterated  charge  of 
'x'MKe,  brought  agunst  them !  The  perma- 
•*  location  of  these  tribes,  on  the  most  valu- 
■■  part  of  her  territory,  can  never  be  regard- 
*ii;  Georgia,  as  any  thing  Ism  than  an  at- 
*V  to  keep  her  in  a  perpetual  state  of  pupil- 
"V;  ud  her  sons  cannot  be  expected  to 
*A^  to  it  in  ailenoe. 

I  do  DM  wish  to  detract  from  the  high  merit 


of  the  States  who  made  these  concessions,  nor 
to  deny  the  inestimable  benefits  thus  conferred 
on  this  Union ;  bnt  I  will  remark,  that  there 
were  con&ictine  claims  set  up  to  this  territory 
by  several  of  the  States,  and  I  most  be  allowed 
to  believe  that  Iheee  claims  oonld  not  have  been 
adjusted  hj  Ihe  States  themselves.  A  sorren- 
der  to  the  General  Government  was  a  measure 
of  great  prudence,  and  perhaps  indispensable 
to  the  peace  of  the  Stat«s  who  made  it ;  nor 
will  I  exempt  my  own  State  from  reasons  of  a 
like  kind.  She  had,  by  her  own  legislatioUj 
covered  immense  ttWs  of  her  Dncnltivatea 
lands  with  clums  for  soil,  if  not  for  sovereign- 
ty. And,  so  far  am  I  fh)m  regretting  the  tak- 
ing of  the  bond,  that  I  think  uie  getting  rid  of 
these  oldms  forms  her  only  excnse  for  yielding 
up  the  territoiy  for  any  oonaderation.  I  wifl 
not  pursue  thu  snlfjeat,  but  cannot  nt  down 


OB  to  the  titlee  of  onr  ntnthwestem  lands,  can- 
not deprive  her  of  a  claim  to  the  most  eitraor- 
dinaiT  magnaidmity ;  nor  has  she  merited  it  in 
this  instanoe  alone.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  her  sons  have  predominated  in  the  conn- 
cils  of  the  nation,  snd  yet  no  solitary  act  of 
legislation  has  been  passed  for  her  benefit.  On 
the  contrary,  by  a  course  of  legation  mi&- 
vorable  to  her  interests,  she  has,  m  spite  at  her 
great  advantages,  withered  on  uie  map  of  this 
nation.  If  her  policy,  and  tiiat  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  she  has  controlled,  has  been  at- 
tended with  th«ee  fatal  results,  I  con  never  re- 
gret that  Georgia  has  not  fallowed  her  ex- 

FmsAT,  May  2. 
CbffltniwntJMU  o/£tmUm  ZWoCy  tn  the  Ifortk- 

Ur.  LrvraMTOH,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  "  for  the  pnsisbiiient 
of  contraventions  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Bnssia ;" 
which  was  twice  read. 

Ur.  LmNOBTOB'  briefly  explained  the  object 
and  necessity  of  this  bill.  The  object  of  it  was 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  liqnors  and  flre-anns,  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  the  natives  iMi 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  within  the 
limits  claimed  on  that  coast  by  onr  Govern- 
ment, and  Its  necessity  arose  from  a  stipulation 
in  our  treaty  with  Russia,  by  which  both  pow- 
ers were  bound  to  prohibit  this  trafOo. 

Mr.  Uaixaby  suggested  tliat  the  United 
States  had  not  power,  at  present,  on  that  ooast, 
to  carry  the  law  into  effect  U'  it  should  be 
passed.  He  also  considered  the  penalties  as  in- 
adequate to  prevent  Uie  commission  of  the 
offence. 

Mr.  LiviNOBToii  replied,  that  the  want  of 
physical  power  to  put  Uie  law  into  execution, 
did  not  remove,  or  in  anywise  afieot,  the  obU> 
gatiffli  of  the  United  States,  under  the  treaty, 
to  past  each  a  law.    The  tmty  required  tha 
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law  to  be  pasaed.  The  paaslcg  of  it  was  oblig- 
atory on  tue  national  faith,  aod  although  tlie 
offence  might  not  be  pnniahed  on  the  spot,  jet  it 
was  punishable,  should  the  perpetratora  ever 
return  into  the  limits  of  the  United  Btates,  or 
within  the  sphere  of  its  practicable  Jnriedia- 
tion.  Laws  which  prohibited  offeocea  opon  the 
high  sesa,  had  no  penal  operation  where  the 
o^nce  was  oommitted  hnt  the  penalty  was  in- 
flicted when  the  offender  retnmed  home ;  and 
the  United  States  was  bound  to  prohibit  and 
pnoiah  offences,  whether  the  pnuiBbment  could 
be  inflicted  on  the  spot  or  no. 

Mr.  Yebflanoz  enggested  Hiat  no  oonrt  was 
Bpecifled  in  the  act,  Mfbre  which  the  offence 
was  to  be  ccupuzable. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Bakbotib  said,  that  the  discussion 
which  had  already  taken  place  waa  BofBoient  to 
ahow  that  it  was  proper  that  the  House  should 
legislate  upon  this  Bomect.  The  stipulation  in 
the  treaty  was  mutnu,  and  it  was  the  natnre 
of  all  treaties,  that,  if  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  refused  or  neglected  to  comply  with  its 
ride  of  the  bargain,  the  other  party  was  there- 
by absolyed  fiwn  tie  obligation  of  the  treaty, 
lie  treatf  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
line,  on  the  respective  sides  of  which,  the  two 
nations  should  mhibit  the  traffic  in  arms,  spir- 
its, and  certun  other  articles  usoally  disposed 
of  to  Indians,  lest  the  natives  might,  thereby, 
be  induced  to  do  misohief  to  the  snbjecta  of 
one  or  other  of  the  powers.  As  to  the  policy 
and  obligation  of  such  a  measure,  he  presumed 
tliere  was  but  one  opinion.  In  regard  to  the 
penalty,  though  its  amount  seemed  to  be  small, 
yet  it  must  be  recollected,  that  penalties  were 
to  be  infiicted  upon  each  offence.  If  liqnors 
were  sold,  and  Uie  penally  exacted  to-day,  it 
might  be  exacted  agtnn,  if  liqnora  were  sold  to- 
morrow, and  so  totia  guoUe*.  For  himself^  he 
thought  the  penalty  sufficient ;  but,  if  it  were 
otherwise  jnaged,  its  amount  might  readily  be 
increased  by  an  amendment  As  to  the  qnes- 
tion  of  practical  Jurisdiction,  it  was  proper 
tliat  the  House  ahonld,  at  least,  do  what  it 
could.  The  United  States  had  stipulated  to 
prohibit  this  trafflo,  and  complaints  had  been 
made  by  Bosda,  that  ab«  failed  to  comply  with 
this  part  of  her  engagement.  Whether  it  was 
proper,  at  this  tMe,  to  create  a  tribnnal  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  offences  against  this  law,  was 
ft  question  which  belonged  to  the  House  to  de- 
tennine.  If  they  sho^d  consider  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  a  ^ecifle  provision  on 
this  point,  Ihe  case  was  provided  for  by  the 
oonstitntjon,  which  provides  that  "  the  tnil  of 
all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment, 
shall  be  by  jury,  and  such  trials  shall  be  held 
in  the  State  where  the  said  crimes  shall  have 
been  committed ;  but  when  not  committed  in 
any  State,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or 
places  as  the  OoBgreaa  may,  by  law,  haTe  di- 
rected." The  place  was,  therefore,  within  the 
reach  of  any  amendment  which  the  House 
might  agree  to.  The  law,  however,  would  sat- 
isfy the  treaty,  as  it  now  stood. 


Hr.  Tbbpladoe  made  an  inquiry,  which  was 
imperfectly  heard  by  the  reporter,  but  the  sab- 
stance  of  which  was  nnderstood  to  be,  wlielli' 
er,  as  the  law  now  stood,  the  crimes  prohibited 
by  this  act  would  not  be  within  the  Jorisdiction 
of  the  Circuit  or  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Babbods  replied,  that  that  did  not  in 
his  opinion,  fbllow  as  of  course.  When  a  crune 
was  committed  within  a  State,  then  «c  neemi- 
UcU  the  trial  must  be  held  within  that  6tat«; 
but  when  the  crime  was  committed  at  a  pUoe 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
but  not  within  any  particular  State,  then  the 
court  having  Jurisdiction  must  be  paiticokrly 
desiKnated  by  law. 

Mr,  Tatlok  could  not  perceiTe  how  the  fua- 
ing  of  this  act  would  fulfil  our  treaty  with 
Russia.  He  quoted  the  fifth  article  of  that 
treaty,  which  stipulated  that  neither  PutT 
should  have  power.  In  enforcing  the  prohlbiticn 
of  the  trade  in  arms,  spirits,  &c.,  to  search  Iht 
vessels  of  the  other  nation,  but  each  party  ii 
left  at  liberty  to  punish  its  own  citizens  in  suth 
manner  as  it  may  think  fit,  Now,  the  treitf 
itself,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  was  a 
prohibition  of  this  trade,  binding  upon  all  good 
oitizens.  The  professed  object  of  this  bill  wis 
to  enforce  a  penalty  for  the  violation  of  this 
prohibition,  but  it  providea  no  court  which 
shall  have  jurisdiction  of  the  offence.  Its 
practical  effect,  therefore,  would  be  notluDg, 
and  the  matter  would  be  left  just  where  it  wu 
by  the  treaty.  He  was  told  that  some  anend- 
ment  would  he  offered,  aasigning  the  Jnris^o- 
tion  to  some  court  of  the  United  Statea,  hut  be 
believed  that  many  difBcnlties  would  arin 
in  the  exercise  of  such  law.  He  inquired 
whether  any  decree  had  been  issned  hy  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  inflictinK  penalties  on  these 
offences^  and  if  it  had,  wnat  those  p 


Mr.  LrvnioBTos,  in  reply,  ohserred,  that 
this  subject  had  been  brought  before  Congress 
in  conseqnence  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Dm 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  tUe  Judiciary,  whidk  stated,  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  enforced  this  pro- 
hibition by  penalties.  This  letter  did  not  stale 
what  those  penalties  were,  bat  referred  to  a 
compl^t  made  by  the  Russian  ICnister,  that 
none  had  been  imposed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  He  called  for  the  reading  of 
this  letter,  and  it  was  read  according. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  offered  tti«  following 
amendment : 

Sec.  2.  Aid  be  UJwrther  tnacUd,  That  tbe  Supe- 
rior Courts  in  eich  of  tbe  Territorial  DistricU,  ud 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  of  rimHii 
JurisdicUoD  in  criminal  canses,  in  each  IHstrict  of 
the  United  Statea  In  which  ajiy  offenders  agunit 


and  sutliority  to  hear,  try,  and  poni^  sB 
Climes,  oCTences,  and  misdemeanors,  against  this  act; 
such  CourtB  proceeding  therein  In  tiie  mbm  ntannar 
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M  if  raeli  crimM,  olttTteet,  uid  nMemMnora,  ]u4 
beta  Mmmittsd  within  the  bounds  of  theit  reapeo- 

¥r.  TiiTi«R  Mid,  that  he  Bhoald  like  to  know 
tM  bad  hitherto  been  the  practice  of  the 
Uoiteil  Btdtes  as  to  the  trial  of  offences  com- 
puted beyond  the  limita  of  any  State,  in  thft 
IgdUo  connby.     If  the  practioe  was  fixed,  it 

tt  farcin  a  guide  in  the  present  case. 
.  Basbodb  remarked  tLat  it  was  ttlwaTS 
armpetent  to  the  United  States  to  pnnish  any 
offinee  of  anj'  of  its  oitiEens.  A  treat;  was 
be  iDpreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  infi^tion 
cf  it  was  a  crime  whioh  onght  to  be  pimisbed. 
Wbeever  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
ntmded,  there  ita  JariBdiotion  extended  also. 
Ko  difficnlty,  therefore,  conld 


be  had  offered,  removed  this,  and,  as  he  snp- 
nted,  woold  leaye  the  gnbject  wholly  nnem- 

Mr.  LrrmanoiT  ens^wted  a  slight  alteration 
inllMunendment,  wmch  was  rendered  neoea- 
mrj  hf  the  &ct,  that  in  some  States  there  are 
tvDjadicial  districts. 

Vr.  Stboso,  in  reply  to  the  inqnirj  of  his 
KJiMgne,  (Ur.  Tatuib,)  qnoted  the  existing 
kn.  to  show  that  crimes  committed  within 
the  Indian  Terrttory,  and  not  within  the  linuts 
rf  mj  State,  are  to  be  tried  and  pnnished  in 
the  State  or  Territory  next  adjoining. 

Xr,  HuTix  suggested  that  the  amendment 
JoM  not  fiiUy  meet  the  case  for  whioh  it  was 
JBUnded.  It  gave  the  Jurisdiction  of  these 
i^lnioea  to  the  District  Court  of  that  State 
vbere  the  offender  shonld  be  first  arrested,  or 
nto  which  he  should  first  be  bronght^  and  it 
Mifiim  the  jnrtsdiction  eiclnsiv^y  to  that 
BtKa  or  Territoiy.  Now  it  might  happen,  that 
■Kb  State  might  prove  the  most  inconvenient 
put  of  the  CnioD  for  the  trial,  io  consequence 
tf  distance,  expense  of  witnesses,  &c.  He 
thoitght  the  law  ought  to  give  to  that  court  a 
fiKKtionaty  power  of  removing  the  venae  on 
Qie  q)plicatioa  either  of  the  accused  party,  or 
cf  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BiBBOTTB  replied,  that  this  dlffionlty 
■|^  be  obviated  oy  striking  ont  the  word 
'fnt"  in  the  amendment  vhldt  ha  had 
ofcred. 

Ur.  DU.TTON  ctmddered  this  as  a  matter  of 
fcrni,  rather  than  any  thing  else, 
wy  probable  that  sach  ofl'enoes  would  ever 
vne  to  be  tried  in  the  United  States.  He 
•Wated,  however,  the  insertion  into  this  law, 
'laiB  second  section  of  the  act  of  1B07,  rega- 
^^  prooeae  in  ofi^oea  committed  aguost 

Xr.  Bakboub  accepted  tluB  as  a  nobstitnte 
w  his  amendment. 

Ih.  UuTiK  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
*Wng  the  fdllowing  ctanse 


herrin  prescribed  sbaU  othenriie  order;  in  which 


the  part;  ohuwed  shtU  ^Te  good  and  st 
security  to  appear  before  the  oonit  so  designated, 
which  conrt  ia  hereby  vested  wiQi  full  power  to  try 
for  sud  offence.'' 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BmoD'a'  suggested  that  the  bill,  in  its 
present  form,  waa  ukel;  to  prove  inoperative. 
The  crime  it  forbids  is  the  selling  of  lEqnor 
arms,  &«.,  to  the  "  natives."  Nothing  would 
be  easier  than  to  evade  this  law.  Vessels 
freighted  with  the  forbidden  commodities  might 
carry  on  the  traffic  through  a  Russian  agent,  or 
some  other  alien  residing  npon  the  coast,  who 
would  Inunediatel;  di^iose  of  the  articles  to 
the  naUvee.  Over  snoh  persons  the  United 
Stat«e  had  no  power,  and  the  law  wonld  re- 
main a  dead  letter.  He  suggested  the  propri* 
ety  of  ameodiiw  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the 
word  "  nativea,"  the  words,  "  or  other  person 


rpersons." 
Kr.  Babbc 


Babbottb  replied,  that  the  law  was  as 
comprehensive  as  the  treaty,  and  the  United 
States  vete  not  bound  to  go  am  farther. 

Mr.  Yas(x  thought  it  would  be  unwise  for 
the  House  to  go  into  legislating  on  this  matter 
until  they  bad  full  information  as  to  what  had 
been  done  by  the  Russian  Government  on  this 
subject ;  sinoe,  if  we  should  make  our  law  more 
severe  than  that  of  Bnseia,  it  might  happen 
that  our  own  citizens  would  uereb;  be 
thrown  ont  of  the  trade,  which  was  one  of 
great  value. 

Mr.  TuoKBS,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  finding  that 
this  discussion  would  occupy  the  whole  hour 
allotted  for  reports  and  resolations,  and  there- 
by preclude  the  consideration  of  the  sa^ect  of 
a^oomment,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  npon 
the  table ;  but  the  motion  was  negatlTed — a;ee 
6S,  noes  7G.  The  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill,  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Indiatu  in  Sitrth  Gsroliiui,  de, 
Mr.  Mabtut  said,  that  he  waa  about  to  submit 
a  motion  whioh  must  be  offered  this  moming, 
or  not  at  all.  It  was  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  House,  taken  yesterday  on  one 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill.  He  meant  that  amendment 
whioh  went  to  extend  the  treat;  with  the 
Cherokees  to  their  lands  in  NorUi  Carolina, 
and  which  had  been  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of 
the  day,  in  order  that  a  motion  for  reconnder- 
ation  might  be  made  and  discussed. 

Mr.  H.  was  abont  to  expl^n,  at  some 
length,  the  reasons  why  he  wianed  uie  vote  re- 
considered, important  fhots  having  beeo  devel- 
oped, which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  induce 
the  House  to  reverse  its  decision,  but  he  was 


Mr.  Oassoit  so^ested,  that,  inasmuch  aa  a 
motion  for  reconmdering  any  vote  of  the  Honse 
was  eoDflned  by  the  rnles,  to  the  day  on  which 
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the  motion,  Bnch  motion,  bj  ItB  own  right, 
precedents,  vithont  the  neoeirity  of  poetpon- 
mgtbLe  orders  of  the  dftj. 

The  SPXA.EBB  replied,  that  the  tmlform  pnuK 
tice  of  the  IIODBe  had  been  otherwise,  and  that, 
onleBs  the  motion  for  reoonnderation  wu  made 
before  the  expiration  of  the  first  hoar  of  the 
secoitd  daj,  it  waa  whollj  preolnded. 

The  question  waa  then  pnt  on  postpoaing  tiie 
orders  of  the  day,  (which  motion  can  be  car- 
ried only  by  a  vot*  of  two-thirds  of  the  House, 
nnder  a  role  recently  adtl|>ted,)  and  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  111,  nays  60.  So  the 
motion  for  reoonsideration  waa  negatived,  a 
muority  of  two-thirds  not  voting  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Mabtin  made  a  point  of  order,  and  in- 
dsted  that  it  waa  in  order,  daring  any  part  of 
the  day,  to  move  the  reconsideration  of  a  vote 
of  yeeterday,  inasmnch  as  the  S9t)i  and  41st 
roles  of  order,  acoordins  to  his  nnderatandiog 
of  them,  allowed  the  whole  of  the  second  day 
for  BQch  a  motion,  and  gave  it  preoedenoe  over 
the  orders  of  the  day.  He  qnot«d  these  two 
mice,  in  the  following  words : 

SOth.  "When  a  motion hw  been  onoemule  and 
carried  in  the  sfflnnatlve  or  negative,  it  sbill  be  Is 
order  for  taj  member  of  the  muority  to  move  for 
(he  reconsideration  (hereof^  on  the  sune,  or  the  snc- 
ceediog  dsy." 

41st.  "  The  QufinishedbiifdaeBa  in  wUch  the  House 


in  J  other  business  shall  be  recdved, 
without  special  leave  of  the  House,  ontll  the  former 
is  disposed  of 

The  Spuxeb  r«>eated  the  daoIMon  he  had 
formerly  given^  rerarring  to  repeated  deoirions 
of  the  House  in  confirmation  of  it,  eapedally 
in  the  mnch-dispnted  case  of  the  MiesooriQaes- 
tion.  The  motion  for  reconsideration  might,  it 
fs  tme,  be  made  at  any  time  on  the  second  day, 
when  each  a  motion  wonld  be  in  order ;  bat  it 
was  in  order  only  daring  the  hoar  allotted  for 
the  oonsideration  of  morning  badness. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Oabson  took  an  ap- 
peal to  the  HoQse,  and  Mr.  SonasLiiro  con- 
tended, that,  inasmnch  as  the  motion  for  reoon- 
^deration  had  respect  to  an  amendment  in  a 
bill,  it  waa  in  order  daring  any  part  of  the  sec- 
ond day,  when  the  discnssion  of  bills  was  in 
order,  unless  the  bill  to  which  it  related  had 
been  carried  by  the  Olerk  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  The  farther  dieousrion  of 
Uie  point  of  order,  however,  was  arrested  by  a 
Bu^estion  urged  by  Messrs.  Littli  and  P.  P. 
Baxbods,  that  Qie  disagreement  of  the  Honse 
wonld  have  to  go  to  the  Senate,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  come  back  agun  from  that 
body,  when  an  opportunity  for  farther  amend- 
ment wonld  agam  be  presented;  wherenpon 
Mr.  Oassou  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BuBoijs  tlien  moved  the  follow- 
ing addition  to  the  SBth  rule  of  the  Honse  : 

"  And  soch  motion  shall  take  preoedenoe  of  all 
other  qneBtioos." 


dderalion  thereof^  oi 

Satdbdat,  May  S. 
Xddatne  Dubar^i  Gate— Petition  U>  Mag  lack 
Slatafrom  Cuba. 
The  only  bill  which  oooadoned  mnch  discus- 
sion was  that  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Dubord,  > 
lady  of  New  Orleans,  who,  in  the  year  1619^ 
left  that  dty  and  went  to  Cnba  for  her  health, 
intending,  should  it  be  restored,  to  return  to 
New  Orieans,)  and  took  with  her  thirteen  slavey 
chiefly  feoiales,  who  were  attached  to  her  pec- 
son  as  domestic  servants.  Her  husband,  ^ 
prebending  that  some  difBonlty  might  occur  m 
adnutting  these  slaves  to  return  within  the 
United  States,  had  a  certified  description  of 
their  persons  filed  with  the  Mayor  of  Her 
Orleans,  and  provided  witnesses  who  could 
swear  to  tJlieir  identity.  The  experiment  as  to 
he^th  not  succeeding,  Madame  Dabord  vished 
to  return,  bat  wonld  not  do  so  tnll  it  should  be 
settled  before  she  left  Ouba,  that  her  slavfls 
might  come  home  with  her,  together  with  th^ 
chudren,  bom  on  that  island.  .On  applioatiai 
being  made  to  the  collector  of  New  Orleans, 
he  oonndered  the  law  prohibitlDK  the  unporta- 
tioa  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  as  pe> 
emptory,  and  refused  to  admit  them.    Whsid- 


IITOU, 


as  she  held  the  slaves  in  her  o^ 


right,  she  applied  to  Ckiugresa  for  an  act  to  alio* 
them  to  retnm  to  the  United  States.  The  case 
has  long  been  before  Congress,  and  repeatedly 
refferred  to  the  Judiciary  Oommittee,  who 
always  reported  asunst  the  petition,  until  the 
present  sesdon,  when  a  minority  of  that  com- 
mittee l>eing  in  bvor  of  it,  reported  the  preaeul 
bill. 

The  disouasion,  though  animated,  was  ood- 
duoted  with  good  temper  on  all  ndea,  and  re- 
sulted in  a  refosal  to  have  the  bill  engrossed 
for  its  third  reading,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  81,  nays  TO. 

The  claim  of  Madame  Dubord  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Livinobtom,  Gublxt,  Bbxbt,  P.  P. 
Babboub,  GoKBUi,  and  Wxuis ;  and  opposed 
by  Hessrs.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  Bcotuiris, 
Sronna,  and  Taylok. 

It  was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  it  wm 
the  right  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
wishing  to.  travel  for  health,  pleasure,  or  hud- 
ness,  to  take  with  him  sucn  servuits  ash* 
chose,  and  to  bring  them  back  at  pleasuns 
whether  white  or  black ;  whether  bond  or  free. 
In  illnstration  of  which  principle,  reference  wis 
had  to  the  oases  of  onr  Ambassadors  to  Europe 
and  South  Amerioa,  and  also  of  our  Naval 
Of^cers,  all  of  whom  took  black  servants  with 
tiiem,  and  were  allowed,  as  a  matter  of  ooon^ 
to  bnng  them  back  on  their  return.  The  lav 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  nevet 
contemplated  the  case  of  such  as  bu  beta 
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UmpwuriljHbseat  from  the  United  States;  but 
wu  intended  to  prohibit  tbe  Blave  trsde,  and 
prerent  toj  increase  ftooi  abroad  to  the  mass 
of  our  stare  population.  This  case  did  not 
TJdtte  the  spirit  of  the  law,  even  supposing  it 
(which  was  not  admitted)  to  be  forbidden  b; 
ill  latter.  And  though  these  slaves  had  had 
duldren  while  abroad,  these  were  to  follow  the 
unditicai  of  their  parentA,  Jnst  as  mnch  aa  the 
cUUreD  of  free  AmericaB  citizens  would;  and 
theu,  ererybodj  knew,  were  entitled  to  oiti- 
ansbip  here,  thongh  the;  had  been  born  during 
tilt  teDiporar;  absence  of  their  parents  abroad. 

Had  these  alafes  never  left  the  United  States, 
Ib^  would  probably  have  had  the  same  Dom- 
ber  of  children,  so  l^t  the  mass  of  American 
4tTe  population  would  sot  be  inoreased  b; 
fteir  readniission.  To  these  arguments  were 
i^Hndded  a  oonaderation  of  hmnanitj,  arising 
from  tbe  fact  that  slaves  were  mnofa  more 
hinisnelr  tre&ted  In  the  Dnited  States  than  in 
Ik  West  Indies. 

It  wss  contended,  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
kw  probibitiog  the  importatjos  of  slaves,  like 
tbow  far  the  seonritj  of  the  revenue,  was  to  be 
Mnetnwd  in  the  most  strict  and  li^d  manner. 
Ihe  settled  policy  of  this  nation,  (advocated  as 
•Crmiunislj  by  Southern  as  by  Korthem  states- 
BMU,)  was  to  reduce  the  amount  of  onr  slave 
popnlstion,  at  far  oa  was  consistent  with  the 
rifbta  of  their  holden,  and  was  not  to  be  re- 
lued,  unless  on  considerations  of  high  and  im- 
psritns  necewity,  or  some  great  view  of  national 
y£cj.  No  such  necessity  existed  here — it 
ra,  it  the  utmost,  a  case  of  individual  hard- 
Aip,  to  which  a  settled  and  vital  ooorse  of  policy 
TH  not  to  give  way.  Bat,  in  reality,  the  case 
n>  not  a  very  harA  one.  The  owner  of  the 
ibTM  had  acted  voluntarily,  and  not  from  any 
{DtDpnlrian  in  taking  these  slaves  out  of  the 
eooDtrj ;  he  had  done  it  with  a  fa]l  knowledge 
of  the  law,  as  appears  by  the  steps  he  took 
Mm  hand ;  and  tnongh  his  wishes  or  interest 
ur  be  cioseed  in  his  being  refused  lilwrty  to 
hiog  them  back,  after  a  foreign  residence  of 
mse  years,  thia  was  his  misfortune,  and  be  must 
nbaiit  to  It.  His  disappointment  was  a  far  less 
nil  than  the  risk  of  publio  injury  that  would 
woh  from  easily  relaiing  the  provisions  of  the 
liv  sgainst  the  importation  of  slaves.  Under 
Bm  leTtnoe  laws,  harder  cases  frequently  arose, 
vhen  goods  were  burnt  or  stolen,  yet  those 
hw  were  always  enforced,  because,  otherwise, 
tti  door  would  be  opened  to  numberless  franda 
■d  svasioos.  So,  in  the  present  casa  if  all 
diTM,  with  their  ofibpring,  were  to  be  allowed 
»  be  imported,  who  had  ever  before  resided  in 
bruited  States,  it  wonld  infallibly  lead  to  the 
MM  iojuriona  consequences.  As  to  the  case  of 
be  servants  of  our  Ambassadors  and  naval 
(ben,  the  argnment  amonnted  to  nothing,  in- 
■nveh  aa,  by  tbe  taw  of  nations,  the  residence 
•i  ■  miaister  abroad  was  viewed  as  an  integral 
P^ofhis  own  country,  and  so  was  the  deek 
<'  1  national  ship.  Slaves,  while  in  either 
^K^  were,  in  view  of  the  law,  atdU  within  the 
TouX^lO 
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United  States ;  and  these  slaves  might  be  used 
as  sailors  in  the  merchant  service,  and  in  that 
capacity,  toaoh  at  foreign  ports  for  a  short  time ; 
the  case  being  widely  different  from  where  they 
had  been  taken  abroad  to  reside  for  five,  six, 
and  nine  years  together.  As  to  the  question 
which  had  been  pnt  by  one  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bit],  whether  its  opponents  would  prohibit 
the  return  of  slaves  who  had  been  kidnapped) 
It  was  answered  in  the  n^ative.  Sat  that  case 
was  not  at  all  applicable,  l>ecaase  here  they 
were  taken  oat  of  ue  country  from  free  choice, 
and  with  a  knowledge  that  the  law  wss  thought 
to  prohibit  their  return.  In  reply  to  the  argu- 
ment for  hnmanity,  it  was  said,  first,  that  the 
Spanish  laws  were  less  severe  as  to  the  condi- 
tiou  and  treabnent  of  slaves  than  those  of 
Louisiana;  and,  secondly,  if  the  case  were 
otherwise,  (as  it  was  declared  to  be  by  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  ude  of  the  bill,  fh>m  personal 
knowledge,  he  inusluig  that  whatever  the  lawa 
might  be  on  paper,  Qiat  they  were  in  fiict  a 
de^  letter,)  still,  the  argoment  went  too  far, 
since,  if  it  proved  an;  thing,  it  proved  that 
slaves  might  l>e  imported  from  any  country 
where  they  were  mora  severely  treated  than  in 
the  United  Stat«s,  a  doctrine  that  would,  at 
one  stroke,  abrogate  the  law  entity.  And 
l>e^des,  as  it  seemed  that  these  female  slaves 
had  contracted  marriage  ties  in  Cuba,  to  bring 
them  l>aok,  and  thus  tear  them  from  their  hos- 
banda,  would  be  an;  thing  but  bnmane. 


TnuDAT,  }iAj  -0. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Skboeaht,  tbe  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  "  to  continue  the 
Hint  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
parposes,"  and  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whtde,  Ur.  Lone  in  the  obair,  on  thai 
bill. 

Ur.  8.  hriefl;  ezpluned  the  proiviskins  of  the 
bill.  The  principal  points  of  whirit  were,  that 
it  provides  for  oontinning  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia for  an  indefinite  time,  and  also  estaUishes 
the  troy  pound  of  England,  as  latel;  fiied,  from 
a  Boientifio  investigation  in  that  conntry,  as  the 
standard  weight  for  gold  and  silver  in  the 
United  States,  Two  provisions  of  minor  im- 
portance were  also  incladed,  one  enabling  the 
director  of  the  Mint  to  appoint  his  own  olerka 
and  servants,  withont  requiring,  as  heretofore 
the  concurrence  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  other  allowing  assays  to  be 
made  of  metals  at  the  mist,  witboot  confining 
Ukese  assays  to  buUitm  brought  them  fbr  coin- 
age. 

Mr.  YsBFLUfOK  made  some  Inquiries  as  to 
the  difference  between  the  troy  pound  estab- 
lished by  the  bill,  and  that  heretofore  in  use. 
Onr  present  standard,  for  the  alloy  of  gold  and 
silver,  was  not  that  of  the  commercial  world. 
in  consequence  of  which,  onr  gold  coins  sold  at 
a  premium,  and  were  nmnecliatelj  aborted. 
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If  the  pound  was  rnnoh  increased,  this  iaoon- 
veoienoe  wonld  be  increased  in  proportion. 

Hi.  SEKaBUHT  replied  and  explaued,  statinR 
the  difference  to  be  very  inconsiderable,  ana 
not  Bucb  as  would  have  any  injnrioQa  opera- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  New  York  could 
not  bnt  be  aware,  that  a  great  and  almost  in- 
BDperable  difficult;  att«nd»il  the  flzing  of  anf 
ratjo  of  fineness  in  the  coinage  of  a  oonntrj, 
when  the  coin  connsted  of  two  different  metals. 
It  had  been  experienced  as  strongly  in  England, 
aa  in  thia  ooontrj.  No  legislation  oonld  Sx  the 
changing  relation  of  the  TEUne  of  gold  and  eilTer. 
It  waa  a  fact  well  authenticated,  that  an 
emission  of  three  millions  of  sovereigns  from 
the  British  mint,  had  whollj  diaappe^ed  from 
the  kingdom  in  three  montlis.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  other  remedy-,  bnt  to  confine  the  cur- 
rent coin  to  one  species  alone. 

Ur.  Vbbpi^aitok  declared  himself  satisfied 
with  this  explanation,  but  eipreased  his  hope 
that  the  entire  subject  of  the  national  currency', 
and  that  of  weights  and  meaaureSj  would  soon 
be  taken  up  b;'  Oongrees,  and  finally  adjusted. 
After  some  explanation  between  Messrs,  Liv- 
DTOBTON  and  Skbobutt,  as  to  the  appointment 
of  Olerka,  &c,,  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the 
oommitteia  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  when  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

North  Carolina  InAiant. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  conader  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ation for  the  Indian  Department,  and  Uie  mes- 
sage received  from  that  body,  stat«d  that  they 
insisted  on  their  second  amendment  to  that 
bill,  to  wit : 

"For  refunding  to  the  State  of  Korth  Carolina 
the  amoant  expended  by  her  in  eitinguishiug  the 
tide  of  certaiu  Indiana  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  to  res- 
ervatioDB  of  lind  witUn  tbe  limits  of  said  State, 
granted  to  them  in  fee  dni|je,  by  treaties  with  tbe 
UniCed  Butes,  in  the  yean  1817  and  1810,  the  sam 
of  122,000," 

Mr.  Oabboh  moved  that  the  House  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  that  amendment. 

The  motion  to  recede  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Olihe  and  Buoenkk,  and  advocated  by  Messrs 
Alstoh,  Oassoh,  Wbbus,  Mitchell,  of  Tenn,, 
andDiATTOir. 

Mr.  Oabsos  aaid:  Nothing,  Mr.  Speaker, 
oonld  have  induced  me  to  obtrude  myself  upon 
the  indolgence  of  the  Honse,  at  this  lat«  period 
of  the  session,  bnt  a  sense  of  tbe  responsibility 
which  devolves  upon  me,  as  one  of  the  Bepre- 
eentatives  of  NorUi  Carolina.  I  nm  aware  sir, 
that  it  will  afford  the  Honse  but  little  pleasure 
to  listen  to  an  argument  of  any  length,  upon 
this,  or  any  other  sabject,  at  this  time ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  them,  that  it  will  afford  me 
equally  as  little  to  inflict  one  upon  them.  But, 
sir,  I  hope  I  shall  find  an  t^tology  for  the  time  I 
may  occupy,  in  the  subject  now  before  us,  in 
the  opposition  it  has  met  with  from  the  honora- 
ble member  Sma  Kentucky,  (Mr,  Cubs,)  and 


others,  to  not  only  solicit  the  indokeQee  bnt 
the  attention  of  the  House,  while  I  endeavor  lo 
explain  the  grounds  upon  which  this  claim  d«- 
pends.  The  alarm,  air,  which  this  clum  ap- 
pears to  have  conjured  up  in  the  imagination  of 
certun  gentlemen,  and  tiie  objections  to  which 
they  think  it  obnoxious,  I  am  confideut  I  disll 
be  able  to  show  are  not  only  gratnitoaa,  bnt 
whoOy  unfounded. 

The  most  prominent  otgection  cS  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Oli^k,)  is  "ihst,  if 
we  pass  this  claim,  it  will  be  a  precedent,  by 
which  other  States  can  come  in,  and,  with 
equal  justice,  demand  similar  remmieratioiu 
from  the  Government " — and,  by  way  of  sJann- 
ing  onr  fears,  we  are  told  "  that  her  Mammoth 
Majesty,  the  great  State  of  Kew  Tork,  wiH 
come  down  npon  ns.  and  swallow  up  the  Treas- 
ury." Sir,  these  oDjections  exist  only  in  the 
imagination  of  gentlemen,  and  not  in  iact;  and 
I  must  be  further  permitted  to  say,  that  it  seems 
to  me,  that  gentlemen  have  raided  their  ingft. 
nuity  to  get  up  objections  to  this  claim — and 
which,  after  being  produced,  wonld  apptsr 
mnch  better  adapted  to  tbe  quibbling  special 

5 leading  of  a  County  Court,  than  to  the  grav* 
eliberations  of  a  National  Legislature ;  and  I 
assure  gentlemen,  that  I  do  not  envy  them  any 
part  of  the  distinction  they  may  have  obtuned 
in  tbeir  efforts  against  this  measure. 

Sir,  no  State  in  the  Union  has  such  strong 
cl^ms  npon  the  Government  as  North  CaroUna, 
with  the  exception  of  Georgia.  And  our  claims 
are  founded  upon  the  following  reasons : 

During  our  Revolutionary  struggle,  it  will  be 
recollected,  that  the  Cherokees  seized  that  op- 
portnnity  to  wage  war  npon  the  frontier  settle- 
ments of  North  Carolina.  That  State  Bubdoed 
them,  and  was  at  the  whole  expense  of  the 
leditions  fitted  out  against  tliem.  Some 
time  in  the  year  1777  or  '8,  a  Treaty  was  held 
by  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  that  State, 
as  an  independent  sovereignty,  witb  that  tribe 
of  Indians,  at  Long  Islajid,  on  the  Holsttm 
"Iver.     This  treaty  I  have  never  soen,  myself; 

id,  therefore,  can  only  speak  of  it  npon  die 
authority  of  others ;  and  it  may  admit  of  doubt 
whether  it  coold  now  be  found,  inasmuch  as 
printing  presses  were  not  known  in  that  seotdon 
of  country  at  that  day.  But,  if  to  be  found  at 
all,  it  will  be  in  manuscript,  in  the  archives  of 
our  State,  or,  what  I  tliink  equally  probable, 
among  tbe  old  papers  of  a  late  distinguished 
citizen  of  my  oonntry,  who  was  one  of  the 
Commisfdoners  that  held  the  treaty — I  mean, 
'  CoL  Weightstiie  Avery,  and  this  presnmp- 
i  is  founded  upon  my  knowledge  of  the 
correctness  with  which  he  transacted  all  his 
business,  and  his  great  care  in  tbe  preservatioii 
of  important  papers. 

But,  sir,  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  tnetj 
cannot  be  doubted,  from  the  fact  of  North 
Carolina  acting  nnder  its  atipnlatione  from  the 
time  of  its  ratification  till' the  year  1766,  «-h«] 
the  General  Government  made  a  treaty  called 
the  treaty  of  Hopewell — is  well  known  to  oil 
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th«  citizeiLB  of  If  ortli  GaroliiuL  who  lived  at 
tlut  d*;,  and  b;  none  better  thaa  017  booor- 
ihle  wlleagne,  (Mr.  Aibioh,)  who  has  afa'eadjr 

ttucdtlwbct. 

It  ii  ileo  known  to  onr  Benatora,  ood  to  Jadge 
Wans,  &om  Tennessee,  who  Btat«d  the  fact  to 
the  Senate,  when  this  qnestion  was  before  them. 
Bj  thit  treatj,  North  Carolina  extinKQiahed  the 
laiiu  title  to  all  the  Itmdfl  wiUiin  iter  limita  \ 
she  permitted  tbe  iDdiana,  however,  to  hold  as 
Imsliog  sroimda  oertaiu  porUona  of  the  coontr; 
■>  deunSed  by  the  treaty ;  over  which,  how- 
ivei,  North  Carolina  assumed  the  oontrol,  and 
sM  to  her  citizens  ooosiderable  qaautities  of 
lliia  cooDtrf,  aobjeot  to  the  Indian  occupancy ; 
ud,  lir,  North  Caroliaa  went  on  in  her  own 
w^,  managiDR  her  Indiana  as  best  anitod  her 
mlereata,  (as  ^e  had  an  ondoobted  right  to  do,) 
vith  reference,  however,  to  their  interest,  as 
vdl  u  her  own,  and,  sir,  might  have  oontinned 
W  control  and  management  to  this  day,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  improper,  nay,  sir,  the  munst 
iakr&ranM  of  the  Goi^ederatod  Government. 
What  did  the  Government  do  ?  Why,  sir,  in 
Hu  jear  1T85,  aha  extends  her  paternal  care 
OTer  those  Indians,  takes  them  from  nnder  the 
pitdianahip  and  control  of  North  Oarolina,  and 
jiTDhibils  tbem  from  holding  any  treaty  with 
uj  power  on  earth  except  themselves.  Bnt, 
lirtlier,  MT,  by  the  aforestud  treaty  of  1785, 
tiii  GoTonment  retrocedes  to  the  Indians  the 
wj  lands  which  they  bad  previously  ceded  to 
Korth  Carolina  by  the  treaty  of  Long  Island, 
bdmaUodedto:  and,  what  is  more,  su-.  North 
OunliBsmterod  her  solemn  protest  against  the 
inierferaoce  of  this'  Government  between  her 
nd  iier  Indians,  at  the  time,  and  that  protest  is 
Mw  of  record  in  the  archives  of  the  otfier 
tnneh  of  Congress,  and  fan  be  seen  by  any 
pulonan  who  will  give  'himself  the  trouble 
to  walk  there  and  examine.  Nor  is  this  all : 
tat  natent,  Ur.  Speaker,  with  giving  away 
(Or  Und^  they  were  also  gracionsly  pleased  to 
BBpower  the  Indians  to  cut  the  throats,  or 
wrwise  treat  onr  citizens;  who  dare  cross 
nitun  their  boondaries  to  disturb  their  rights, 
iauj  manner  tbat  to  their  discretion  and  hu' 
Unity  might  seem  fit  (See  Gtb  Art,  Treaty 
cf  Hi^weU.)  Nor  does  it  stop  here,  sir :  for 
«>  vonderfully  anxioos  was  the  Qovemmenl  at 
llwtoe  to  enaare  the  Indians  against  any  tn- 
!pj  to  which  they  might  by  possibility  be  sab- 
)ecied  from  North  Carolina,  or  even  herself, 
tUt  she,  by  treaty,  authorized  that  nation  to 
nd  a  del^ate  here,  who  should  take  a  seat 
fVL  this  floor,  and  mingle  in  ihe  councils  of 
tu  nt^on;  and,  sir,  if  tliere  is  any  virtue  in 
Um  treaty  of  Hopewell,  that  nation  can  now 
Md  her  delegate  here,  and  we  conld  not  refuse 
OB  hia  seat :  for  tbat  article  of  the  treaty  has 
't*a  been  repealed  or  altered  by  any  subse- 
IMt  treaty,  (Seo  12th  Art.  Treaty  of  Uope- 
nlL)  I  ahaU  not  rt^  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
nqnire  into  or  comment  upon  the  very  respect- 
f^t*  figure  the  Amerioan  Congress  would  cut, 
V  ifae  «ye>  of  foreign  powers,  with  some  Cher- 
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okee  Chief  among  na,  assisting  in  onr  delibera- 
tions, and  dving  his  aid  in  the  directions  of  the 
ooanoila  of  this  natjon.  Uatters  went  on  in 
this  disputed  condition,  between  us  and  the  In- 
dians, t^l  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  election  of  Gen.  Waabington  as 
PresidenL  Untnal  compbunts  were  made  to 
him  upon  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Indiana :  for  Kortb  Carolina  per^sted  in  her 
right  to  her  lands,  and  continued  to  sell,  and 
her  citizens  continued  to  live  on  parts  retro- 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  HopeweU.  Uen.  Wash- 
ington appealed  to  the  Senate  to  know  whether 
be  sbonld  send  an  armed  force  and  remove  the 
whites,  or  whether  be  should  issue  a  commia- 
sion  and  peaceably  purchase  out  the  claim  of 
the  Indians,  whiim  claim  they  held  by  the 
treaty  of  EopewelL  The  Senate  advised  by  all 
means  to  send  a  commission  and  hold  a  treaty. 
Beid  they,  we  have  plac«d  this  inonmbranoe 
upon  North  Carolina,  it  is  but  just  that  we 
ahooid  remove  it ;  and  aooordingly  the  treaty 
of  1791,  held  upon  Holston  River,  was  effected, 
and  from  that  time  to  ibis,  the  Government 
boa  recognized  and  acknowledged  the  obliga- 
tion ahe  was  under  to  remove  the  incumbrance, 
which,  by  her  own  officious,  unjust  acts,  she 
imposed  upon  us ;  and  hence  the  various  trea- 
ties which  the  Government  has  made  for  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  in  North 
Carolina,  among  which  may  be  nnmbered,  the 
treaty  of  Philadelphia,  concluded  in  1794,  con- 
firming the  boundary  eatabiiabed  in  17B1 ;  also, 
the  treaties  of  Tellico,  concluded  in  October, 
1798,  &c.,  and  the  treaties  of  1S17  and  1819. 

And  now,  sir,  I  demand  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  and  others,  who  have  said 
"  that  New  York  and  other  States  could  come 
in,  and,  with  equal  iastioe,  claim  mmilar  re- 
munerationa,"  when  did  New  York,  by  treaty, 
extinguish  all  the  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
her  limits  t  And  if  she  baa  done  so,  boa  the 
General  Government  retrooeded  it  to  the  In- 
diana, agunst  the  solemn  protest  of  that  State, 
aa  was  done  in  the  case  of  North  Carolina! 
No,  sir,  this  has  never  been  done;  and  how  it 
is,  that  gentlemen  con  get  np  here,  aud  gravely 
state  that  New  York  or  any  other  State,  stands 
upon  the  same  footing  with  North  CarolLna,  as 
regards  her  claims  upon  the  Government,  la, 
to  me,  not  only  aurpnaing,  but  utterly  incom- 
prehensible. 

I  repeat  it  again.  Ur.  Speaker,  that  no  State 
in  the  Union  has  been  treated  in  the  some  un- 
just manner  by  the  Government,  nor  has  any 
State  in  the  Dnion  acted  with  more  loyalty,  or 
dealt  with  a  more  liberal  hand  towards  this 
Government,  than  has  North  Carolina. 

But,  sir,  let  us  run  the  parallel  of  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  claims  of  New 
York  and  North  Carolina,  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, a  little  farther,  llie  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr,  Misvra)  haa  swd,  (by  way,  I 
BUppose,  of  setting  up  a  claim  upon  the  lib- 
erality of  the  Government,)  "that  New  York 
ceded  a  vast  tract  of  Western  territory  ti 
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General  GoTenunent"  This  act  of  oeeaion, 
Hr.  Speaker,  was  assoredl;',  Tastiy  liberal  on 
the  port  of  New  York,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider that  she  had  no  title  to  the  lands  which 
she  ceded.  I  have  not  read  her  act  of  cession, 
bnt  I  venture  to  saj  that  her  deed  ia  onlr  a 
qait-claim,  or  special  conTe^rance,  (as  it  is  called 
in  law,)  conveying  only  that  title  which  New 
York  possessed,  and  which,  in  fact,  was  no  title 
at  all.  Tbos  mnch,  sir,  for  the  extraordinary 
liberality  of  New  York,  so  highly  landed  by 
her  feithfol  Representative,  (Mr.  Maktdt,) 
And  now,  sir,  for  the  part  which  North  Caro- 
lina acted  in  this  drama  of  liberality  played  off 
by  the  States.  She  did  cede  to  the  G-eneral 
Government,  not  lands  to  which  she  had  no 
title,  bnt  lands  to  which  she  had  a  hona  Jldt, 
nndonbted,  and  nnquestioned  right ;  and  that 
cession  inclndes  not  only  the  whole  State  of 
Tennessee ;  bnt  its  western  limits  is  bonnded 
by  the  Pacifio  Ocean.  And  let  us  neit  inqalre 
into  the  caosea,  or,  which  indaced  her  to  part 
with  this  vast  and  almost  boundless  region  of 
country,  and  see  whether  it  does  not  impose  an 
additional  obligation  npon  this  Government  to 
reimburse  her  in  any  and  every  lose  she  may 
snstain  by  the  acts  of  this  Government,  or  by 
the  re^dence  of  Indians  apon  her  soil. 

The  moving  oaoses  are  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
preamble  of  her  act  of  cession,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

"  Whereas  the  United  Stetaa,  in  CongreBS  assem- 
bled, have  repeatedly  and  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  respective  Stales  in  the  Union,  claiming  or 
owning  vacant  western  temtorj,  to  make  ceseion  of 
part  of  tbe  suae,  as  a  further  means,  as  veil  of  hast- 
ening  tbe  eiUngulshmenC  of  tbe  debt,  as  of  estab- 
liehinff  tbe  harmony  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
iahabiCaoCs  of  the  said  western  terriCbrj  being  also 
desirous  that  such  cesaon  should  be  made,  In  order 
to  obtain  a  more  ample  protection  than  they  have 
heretofore  received  ;  Now,  this  State  being  erer  de- 
sirous of  doing  ample  justice  to  the  public  creditors, 
as  well  as  ealabliahing  the  bannonj  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  complying  with  tbe  reasonable  desires 
of  her  ciiixens — Be  it  enacted,"  Ac.  Here  follows 
the  act  of  oassioD. 

From  this  preamble,  and  the  act  of  cession, 
Mr,  Speaker,  it  is  clearly  manifest,  that  the 
great  object  which  North  Carolina  had  in  view, 
m  parting  with  her  Western  lands,  was  the  ez- 
tingniehment  of  the  public  debt,  contracted  in 
onr  Revolutionary  struggle.  And  I  here  might 
pause,  Mr,  Speaker,  to  pay  a  just  compliment 
to  my  State  for  her  liberality,  her  magnanimity, 
and  loyalty,  to  this  Government,  if  indeed,  sir, 
I  had  not  seen  ample  reasons,  in  the  investiga- 
tions of  this  Bnhject,  to  regret,  to  deeply  regret, 
that  she  had  ever  parted  with  her  Western  ter- 
ritory. Although  this  act  of  hers  must  remun 
as  a  monument  to  the  credit  of  North  Carolina, 
while  this  Union  exists,  or  the  name  of  Tennes- 
see is  remembered,  yet,  I  would  to  God,  sir, 
that  that  monument  had  never  been  erected, 
and  that  this  act  had  never  appeared  upon  our 
Btatnt«  books.   Then  could  North  Carolina  have 
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reared  her  head  among  the  proudest  of  her 
sister  States.  Then,  sir,  would  her  inflnenoe 
and  her  weight  have  been  felt ;  and,  instead  of 
having  assigned  her  the  humble  positioaofa 
follower,  she  would  have  proudly  led  the  vac 
I  hope,  by  these  remarks,  Ur.  Speaker,  that 
my  friends  from  Tenneeaee  would  not  imdet- 
etand  me  as  wishing  any  Injury  to  tbat  Stats, 
Far  from  it,  sir ;  for,  while  I  rwret  tJist  the 


parent  State  has  Tiart«d  with  the  doroiDiau 
soil  of  that  fertile  and  desirable  region,  vet 
North  Carolina  does,  and  a.wayB  wUJ,  fed  a 


jQst  pride  in  the  recognition  of  that  State  a 
oer  daughter ;  and,  at  this  time,  sir,  we  most 
be  permitted  all  the  gratification  and  pleisore 
which  a  parent  con  derive  from  seeing  her  <^- 
spring  the  belle  of  the  Union.  And  permit  na 
to  hope  sir,  that  the  old  State  will  be  pardonsd 
for  the  part  she  may  act,  and  the  aniiety  she 
may  feel,  in  seeing  the  favorite  eon  of  a  favorite 
daughter  elevated  to  the  first  office  in  the  gift 
of  this  nation. 

But,  sir,  a  further  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  to  eztinffuish  the  Indian  tifle 
to  lands  in  North  Oarolina,  results  &om  tbe 
third  reservation  in  her  act  of  cession.  That 
reservation  ia  in  the  following  words : 

"Thirdly,  that  all  tbe  lands  intended  to  be  ceded 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  United  States  of  Am«^ 
lea,  and  not  appropriated  as  before  mentioned,  diall 
be  considered  as  a  common  fimd,  for  tbe  nse  and 
benefit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  North  Car- 
olina IndusiTe,  according  to  their  respecliie  and 
usual  proportjon  in  the  general  charge  and  expend- 
iture, and  shall  be  bitbfiilly  disposed  of  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 

Now,  Ur.  Speaker,  I  demand  of  this  House, 
whether  this  Government  did  "  faithftdly  dis- 
lOse  of  the  lands,"  according  to  this  reBervation  t 
Jir,  she  did  not ;  and,  by  ^e  improper  diroosi- 
tion  of  those  lands,  by  this  Government,  North 
Carolina  sustained  an  injury  which  cannot  be 
repaired,  not  even  by  refunding  this  tntswj, 
bnt  by  the  extinrni^ment  of  all  tbe  Indian 
titie  to  lands  within  her  limits ;  for,  if  those 
lands  had  been  faithftilly  disposed  of,  and  North 
Carolina  had  received  her  just  proportion,  it 
would  have  been  an  amount  fhr  exceeding  all  tnat 
the  Government  have,  or  all  that  she  ever  oan 
eipend,  in  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
within  her  limits.  How,  then,  were  those 
lands  disposed  of!  They,  sir,  instead  of  being 
disposed  of  according  to  the  terms  of  this  reser- 
vation, were  exclusively  appropriated  to  tbe  use 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee.  This  will  be  seen  bj 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  year  1806,  Ac.  As 
those  lands  were  improperly  disposed  of,  I  am 
certainly  as  well  satisti^  that  they  were  given 
to  Tennessee,  as  I  coald  have  been  by  any  other 
improper  disposition  of  them.  Bnt  my  com- 
plaint is,  sir,  that,  after  North  Carolina  has 
suffered  so'mnch  by  the  improper  acts  of  the 
General  Government  tdwatils  her,  tbat  this 
House  should  hesitate  to  reimburse  North 
Carolina  in  the  money,  which,  by  the  wrongfOl 


,Coe>^lc 


Hit,  ISM.} 

let,  and  b7  the  m^uBt  aBBumption  of  power,  on 
tbs  part  of  this  GoverDment,  she  comp^ed 
ITorU]  Garoliiui  to  pay.  Ye»,  sir,  an  assnmp- 
tku  of  power,  whion,  if  jnatlned  and  peraiBted 
in  by  thi»  OoTemmeiit,  tien,  farewell,  a  long 
bnwell,  to  State  rightB,  and  to  8tat«  Govern- 
DeBtB.  Xo  St«t«,  then,  nr,  can  grant  bwbj'  hei 
on  lands;  we  mnat  look  to  this  National 
QoTonment  for  all  oor  land  titles.  I  Bay  na- 
tioiMl,  fir ;  for  the  federate  features  of  our  Gov- 
■mment  will  all  hare  mei^ed  into  that  of  a 
ntfioiial ;  and  a  State  Oovemment,  it;  bdeed, 
tbej  Bhoold  be  in  exiat^noe,  will  be  merely 
Bominal ;  for,  take  away  llie  right  of  soil,  as 
tiie  right  to  grant  the  soil,  then  have  yon 
insted  them  of  almost  all  the  rights  which 
■c  TslnablB,  or  worth  hariiig. 

Bat,  rir,  I  deem  it  BaperHuons  to  argne  this 
pnnt,  for,  surely,  no  gentleman  on  this  floor 
codd  be  bo  reckless  of  his  reputation,  aa  to  haz- 
vd  the  opinion,  that  this  Govermnent  has  the 
riglit  to  grant  fee  simple  titles  to  IbdA  within 
loy  of  the  original  States,  Yet,  sir,  the  United 
Btitea  did,  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  grant  reeerva- 
tiom  of  land,  in  fee  simple,  to  cert^  Indiana 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe ;  and  all  the  facts  con* 
BWtal  witb  this  GoTerament,  and  the  condnot 
tf  North  Oarfdina,  relatiTe  to  the  grant,  had 
Ima  kid  before  this  House,  in  the  report  from 
the  Committee  on  ^dian  AfGurB.  which  I  had 
Ibe  honor  to  sobmit  in  tbe  early  part  of  the 
Haiion,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  Aronk  the 
l*gi»littnre  of  North  Oorolina;  and  trosUng, 
tbBTtfere,  th«t  they  are  recollected  by  the 
Hnue,  I  shall  not  again,  go  into  the  details  of 

It  has  been  aadd,  however,  Kt,  by  way,  1  sop- 
poM,  <rf  jostifVing  the  Government  in  her  im- 
proper aet,  "  uat  North  Carolina  aolioited  this 
6oT«misent  to  nuke  the  treaty,  and  that  she 
Kcepted  t^e  treaty  after  it  was  made,"  &xs.  It 
it  the  fiet,  Kr.  Speaker,  that  North  Oarolina 
)mb  been  aolicitona  to  have  that  inonmbrance, 
whioh  WBB  improperly  placed  npon  her,  and 
i>q>oaed  npon  her  too,  against  her  solemn  pro- 
IM,  r«noTed,  and,  fbr  that  reason,  has  applied 
to  Oat  Govenunent  to  take  that  off,  which  she 
pot  on.  Bnt,Bir^bythUtreBtyof  1819,  instead 
rf  ramplying  with  the  jnst  requests  of  North 
Ouolina,  removing  that  incombrance,  they 
(bead  a  greater  one  on  ns. 

How  ia  thiat  Why,  sir,  instead  of  extin- 
pi^ing  that  pecnliar  kind  of  tjtle  which  the 
nfaua  held  ia  tlieir  land,  which  was  only  a 
pMwuoiy,  or  naa&nctnary  light,  and,  in  fkot, 
d  the  title  wluoh  they  are  (it{>able  of  holding, 
Mcor^iu  to  the  deansion  of  the  Supreme  Ooort 
d  the  United  States,  and  this  can  be  seen  in 
ie  Tep(Ht  of  tbe  oelebrated  case  of  Fletcher 
K  Peck,  where  the  whole  nature  of  their  titles 
«th«otidil7  investigated — I  aej,  air,  instead 
•f  extu^iUBhing  the^  altered,  and  oonTert«d 
4tt  which  wa»,  pievioualy,  a  mere  possessory 
ttkinio  the  beet  of  all  possible  tiUee,  tJiatof  a 
knud^,  Ntw  IB  this  all ;  thev  have  palmed 
tm  Novtli  Carolina,  endowed  with  aU  the 
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privileges,  ft-anchises,  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens, l£ose  Indian  reserves ;  a  apecies  of  popn- 
lation  which  we  did  not  want;  a  kind  of  people 
whose  very  nature  forbids  the  possibility  of  our 
fratenunng  with  them ;  and,  in  short,  a  people, 
ur,  we  never  can  elevate  to  an  equality  with 
DurselTes,  until  such  changes  have  taken  place 
in  their  habits,  their  morals,  their  ednoatioa, 
and  in  their  very  nature,  sir,  whicli  the  most 
sangnine  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  man,  cannot 
anticipate  for  ages  to  come.  Bat  how  did 
North  Carolina  act,  under  this  additional  in- 
jury of  the  United  States  t  In  justice  to  her- 
self sir,  Bhe  should  have  taken  and  kept  pos- 
session of  the  land,  and  left  the  Indians  and  this 
Government  to  have  settled  that  mattor  be- 
tween themselves :  then  she  would  not  have 
BDffered  the  rebuke  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor,  for  asking  but  Justice  from  this  Gtovem- 
ment.  She,  however,  acted  differently;  she 
went  pacifically  to  work,  and,  rather  than  vio- 
late the  futh  which  the  Indians  had  in  the 
General  Government,  ah«  applied  her  own 
money,  and  purchased  out  the  Indiana,  and 
now  appeals  to  the  Justice  of  Congress,  to  re- 
imburse her  in  the  amount  paid ;  and,  after 
this  act  of  magnanimity  and  liberality,  upon 
the  part  of  North  Carolina,  it  is  humiliating,  sir, 
to  hear  it  tauntingly  said,  "  that  North  Caro- 
lina was  acting  in  her  own  wrong,"  in  her  lib- 
eral course  towards  this  Government,  and  that 
she  ahonld  not  be  permitted  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  What,  sir?  Wrong  to  keep  inviolate 
the  faith  of  the  Indians  in  this  Government! 
Wrong  to  submit  to  an  injury  rather  than  Hj 
in  the  face  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  and  bid 
defiance  to  her  treaties  f  Sir,  It  may  have  been 
wrong  In  North  Carolina ;  bat,  permit  me  to 
say,  tnot  the  diaouBsion  of  that  question  mainly 
depends  npon  the  decision  of  this  Uouse,  upon 
thiB  question :  for,  should  she  give  us  the 
amount,  Nortii  Carolina  ia  Justified ;  but,  should 
she  refuse  it,  it  will  then  be  for  North  Carolina 
to  porsae  a  different  course  towards  thia  Gov- 
ernment, under  similar  dronmstances,  ehoold 
thOT  ever  occur. 

But,  said  the  gentleman  from  KenUicky,  (Ur, 
CukSK,)  "  there  ia  no  legal  obligation  upon  t^ia 
Gtovemment  to  refund  this  money,  and,  if  there 
ever  was,  Noriih  Carolina  has  relinquished  that 
right  by  her  own  acts,  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  advancement  of  her  money  to 
purchase  those  reservationa." 

In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  say, 
that,  shonld  it  be  considered  that  the  legal  ob- 
ligation ia  weakened,  moat  assuredly  the  moral 
obligation,  an  obligation,  sir,  always  recognized 
by  honorable  men,  as  much  higher  and  more 
binding  in  its  nature,  has  been  greatly  strength- 
ened ;  and,  instead  of  the  policy  of  North  Car- 
olina being  bronffht  up  here  aa  forming  an  ob- 
i action  to  her  claims,  it  should  be  set  down  to 
ler  immortal  honor,  and  should  operate  as  an 
additional  inducement  to  grant  the  r 
Hon  which  she  nr—  -■■      --'- 
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Bnt,  Ur.  Speaker,  as  the  gentlemen  from 
Eeotnok;  and  Kaw  York  (Mr.  Clabe  and  Mr. 
Mabvin)  appear  to  bow  with  aach  deference 
to  Che  omnipotence  of  precedent,  permit  me  to 
read,  for  the  benefit  of  thow  gentlemen,  a  ease, 
which  I  consider  strictlj  in  point. 

By  a  treaty  held  with  the  EickapooB,  in  the 
year  181S,  Uie  United  States  ceded  to  that  na- 
tion a  tract  of  cotmtr;  Ijing  in  the  then  Tem- 
toi7  of  Missoari,  "  to  them  and  their  heirs  for- 
erer,"  (See  book  of  Indian  Treaties  and  laws, 
page  268,  Article  etb.)  This  treat;  was  com- 
mDnicated  to  the  Senate,  and  the;'  refnaed  to 
ratify  that  part,  becanae  it  rested  the  Indians 
witii  a  fee  simple  title,  and  the  consequenoe 
was,  that  a  supplemental  treat;  was  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  b7  which  the 
title  intended  to  be  conveyed  b;  the  6tli  Article 
of  the  prerioQB  treaty,  was  altered  so  as  to 
convey  only  the  poeaeasory  kind  of  title,  osaal 
among  Indians. 

Now,  sir.  In  this  ease,  the  Senate  refiised  to 
ratify  a  treaty,  by  whico  a  f^  simple  title  to 
Wd  (which  she  had  the  nnqaeationable  right 
to  convey,  for  it  was  within  the  Territory  of 
UissoTui)  waa  gnarantied  to  tiie  Indians,  and 
caused  Uiat  article  to  be  altered.  Bat,  in  the 
case  of  North  Carolina,  the  treaty  was  ratified. 
Onr  lands  were  taken ;  and  will  this  Govern- 
ment now  say  that  she  will  refuse  to  pay  na 
back  the  amomit  we  have  paid,  after  ebe  has 
decided,  by  her  refusal  to  ratify  the  treaty  with 
tiie  Kickapoos,  that  it  was  improper  to  invest 
fodiana  with  any  other  title  to  lands,  than  that 
usnally  held  among  tliem?  I  hope  not,  sir. 
But^  ahonld  she  do  so,  it  may  teach  North  Oar- 
olina  a  salutary  leason^-which  will  be,  never 
again  to  extend  her  liberality  to,  or  confide  in 
aQovemmeot,  which  treats  her  kindness  with 
SQoh  injustice :  for,  ur,  had  North  Carolina 
b«en  as  provident  of  her  interest  as  her  sister 
Stale  of  Georgia,  she  now  might  have  proadly 
demanded  as  a  right,  that  wmch  she  only  asks 
injngtice. 

11^  tfaank^  Mr.  Speaker,  dae  to  the  Honae 
&>r  Its  kind  mdnlgenoa,  I  tender  to  them  most 
sincerely.  And  if  any  thiog  has  escaped  me, 
in  the  conrae  of  these  remarks,  which  may  be 
considered  exceptionable  by  any  gentleman 
present,  I  beg  tiiat  it  may  be  attributed  to  that 
zeal  which  I  most  be  permitted  to  feel  for  the 
intereet  of  my  State :  for,  sir,  it  was  foreign 
from  my  purpose  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any 
gentleman,  however  widely  he  may  differ  with 
me  npoD  this  subject 

Mr.  Stbwast  moved  the  previoos  question. 

The  motion  prevailed,  ayes  92 :  and  the  pre- 
vious question  having  been  nut,  and  carried, 
the  mam  question  on  the  receding  <^  the  Hooae 
from  its  lUsagreement  to  the  Senate's  second 
amendment  was  then  decoded  by  —  yesa  89, 
nays  70. 

So  the  Houae  agreed  to  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  Senate's  amendment. 


WsomsDAT,  May  T. 

Betohttionary  Soldier*. 

Mr.  Taixob  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for 

therelief  of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiera 

of  tlie  BevolntJon.    The  committee  agreed  to 

this  motion,  and  the  bill  was  considered  by  aec- 

Mr.  MiTO&ELi,  of  Tenneeaee,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  by  adding  the  following  provi- 

"Providtd,  tdia,  That  do  officer  sIibII  be  entitled 
to  any  of  the  benefits  of  this  act  until  he  aball  swear 
in  due  fonu,  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  that  he  was  not  the  owner  or  pomenor  of 
money  Or  pro|Mrty,  real  or  perEonal,  clear  of  all  in- 
cuuibrancea,  uid  over  sod  shore  the  smouut  of 
debts  which  he  owed,  to  the  value  of  fire  thousand 
dollsra,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  warmly  advocated  by 
Mr.  UiiOBBLt,  of  Tenn.,  and  Ur.  Wih.iamb,  cff 
N.  C,  and  opposed  with  equal  wannth  by 
Messrs,  DsAnoir,  Spbaqhb,  Tatlok,  Colfspk^ 
S.  Wood,  Litihobtos,  Evebktt,  Babbby,  Beb- 
asANT,  BmiNEB,  and  Ttiokeb,  of  New  Jersey. 

It  was  twice  modified,  first,  by  reqniring,  that 
the  oath  should  state,  that  the  applicant  was 
not  the  owner  or  possessor  of  real  or  personal 
estate  free  of  all  incumbrance,  over  the  value  of 
five  thonaand  dollars,  and  uifia  by  requiruig 
farther,  the  addition  of  the  word^  "  over  and 
abov,e  all  the  debts  he  owed." 

It  was  contended  on  the  one  side,  that,  as 
the  ofGcers  hod  no  legal  claim,  any  grant  mat 
might  be  made  them,  was  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  gratuity,  and  if  so,  it  onght  not 
to  be  given  except  to  those  who  were  in  needy 
cLrcumstancee.  Some  of  the  sorviTing  officers 
were  known  lo  be  very  wealthy,  and  stood  in 
no  need  of  aid,  and  if  the  gratuity  was  to  be 
graduated  b;  the  fixing  of  a  certain  sum,  then 
it  ought  to  be  guarded  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  fraudulent  evasions  of  the  law.  Though 
the  general  ch&ract«r  of  the  officers  was  hi^ily 
respectable,  there  might  be  among  them  un- 
worthy individuals,  who.  would  convey  tlieir 
property  to  their  children,  antedate  deeds,  and 
take  other  base  means  of  impodug  on  the  treas- 
ury. Though  the  number  of  offioera  was  sap- 
posed  to  be  small,  it  had  never  been  correctly 
ascertained,  and  the  nnmber  of  claimants  niisht 
turn  out  to  be  far  greater  than  was  now  antun- 
pated. 

The  amendment  was  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  the  offioera  had  a  vaud  clmm  againtt  the 
Government,  foanded  on  contraoL  the  Govern- 
ment never  having  complied  with  the  promise 
it  made  to  them,  when  they  commuted  their 
half  pay  for  Government  oertifioates ;  the  full 
amount  of  those  certificates  had  never  been 
paid,  either  to  the  officers,  or  to  those  persona 
to  whom  the  officers  were  compelled,  by  the 
pressure  of  necessity,  to  sell  them ;  the  Govern- 
ment had  gained  a  large  snm  by  funding  these 
certificates,  a  sum  much  larger  than  woald  be 
granted  by  the  effect  of  thia  bill,  and  vaa  there- 
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fan  bonni  in  eqnitj,  as  well  aa  bj  express 
coQtnct,  to  make  some  compensatioD  ;  the  ap- 
propriation would,  therefore,  not  be  a  gratnitj, 
bit  a  mere  act  of  ordinajy  juHtioe,  ana  it  was, 
therefore,  oiuuBt  in  principle,  to  withhold  it 
bom  taj  of  those  who  were  entitled  to  receive 
it,  merelj  because,  bj  industry  or  economj, 
thej  had  been  enabled  to  obtain  a  oompetenoj  ; 
it  was  neither  deUcate  t«  them,  nor  creditable 
to  the  Government,  when  aboat  to  make  some 
mall  compensation  for  services  wbich  were 
bejond  all  prioe,  to  require  these  aged  veterans 
to  expose  their  poverty  under  o^h,  and.  be- 
adea,  the  sum  proposed  was  perfectly  arbitrary, 
md  its  adoption  would  have  an  unequal  and 

Spresajve  operation  in  practice,  since  five 
losand  dollars,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
Tu  worth  to  its  owner  double  what  it  would 
be  in  other  parts;  and  while  it  iiu^t  be  a  com- 
paloMW  to  a  single  man,  it  would  not  be  so  to 
«M  bnrthened  with  an  ued  and  infirm  wife, 
a  a  laive  family  of  dependent  children. 

[Tbe  following  is  the  only  one  of  tlie  speeches 
■bove  referred  to,  which  has  been  preserved.] 

Ifr,  TtrOKKE,  of  Hew  Jersey,  said :  Mr,  Chair- 
mu,  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  single  word  upon 
tbs  nibjeot  before  the  committee,  inaamncn  as 
tbe  canse  of  that  illustrious  band  of  heroes,  the 
nrdntionary  offioera,  has  been  so  »bly  and 
iNlondy  portrayed  bj  honorable  gentlemen,  at 
Uw  last  and  present  sesaion,  that  little  remains 
tot  tbe  most  intelligent  to  add. 

It  may  therefore  be  thon^t  arroganoe  in  me 
to  ittempt  to  advocato  or  elucidHte  their  claims, 
after  sueb  displays  of  elocmence  in  their  most 
i^teoQs  and  Just  cause.  I  shall  therefore  only 
briefly  loQch  upon  a  point,  on  which  the  grand 
npeisbucture  (in  my  opinion)  the  claim  reata, 
*M  en  which  the  cause  must  ultimately  turn. 
Gtoondly,  exhibit  a  calculation,  showing  how 
modi  is  now  leRally  dne  to  each  of  the  surviv- 
ing officers  of  the  revolution,  and  how  much  in 
the  aggregate.  And  that  I  may  be  the  better 
ladentood  by  the  committee,  I  will  state  a  nn- 
^  ease  of  a  captain  within  my  own  knowledge ; 
iod  this  case  will  be  applicable  to  the  whole. 

It  is  tiie  cose  of  Captain  Cyrus  Dehart,  of  New 
Jsney,  who  served  during  the  rerolntionary 
w-^-and  for  the  sobe  of  argument,  I  will  ad- 
nit  that  he  was  settled  with  and  paid  every 
thing  that  was  promised  him  by  the  various 
MOMtiona  of  the  Confederation,  down  to  the 
|«ar  IT63,  when  the  army  was  disbanded. 

I  shall  laj  out  of  the  qnesljon  too,  all  losses 
bfdeprean&tiona  of  the  currency  and  certificates 
^th  which  be  was  paid  ;  the  unparalleled  sao- 
lileM  and  snffbriugs  of  hunger  and  cold,  and 
(rivations  of  every  sort,  during  a  seven  years' 
wbtfol  and  sanguinary  war,  and  proceed 
Wedy  to  tbe  basis  on  which,  as  matter  of  legal 
liriit,  the  clum  rests. 

It  would  be  abnost  snperfloooa,  Ur.  Chair- 
Mn,  to  refer  the  committee  to  the  solemn  en- 
PgHuentB  entered  into  by  the  old  Confedera- 
non  with  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  21st  of 
OcMiar,  1T80.  and  the  92d  of  March,  1763,  on 
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the  final  settlement  of  the  parties ;  and  1  will 
here  admit  too,  Mr.  Cbainnan,  that  the  offioera 
were  honestly  and  honorably  settled  with  by 
tbe  old  Confederation,  agreeably  to  tbe  raspeo- 
tive  contracts  of  the  parties;  and  that  the  offi- 
cers respectively  received  a  oertifioBte  for  their 
respective  dues,  bearing  interest  at  dx  per  cenL 
payable  annually ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  that  iltnstrions  assemblage  of  sagea 
and  patriots  compoung  the  old  Continental 
Oongreaa,  as  &t  as  tiie  Confederation  was 
pled^d  to  the  officers,  scrupulously  and  honor- 
ably complied  with  their  emnigementa ;  and  I 
venture  to  say,  that  if  the  United  States  had 
acted  with  equal  good  faith,  you  would  not 
have  heard  a  murmur  or  compl^t  from  the 
offioera  to  this  day. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the  faotat 
Sir,  instead  of  paying  the  interest  annu^y  on 
those  certificates,  agreeably  to  the  solemn  eon- 
tract  of  the  parties,  eight  long  years  rolled 
around  before  a  sin^e  cent,  either  of  principal 
or  interest,  was  paio  j  and  this  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inefficac^  of  the  powers  of  the 
old  Confederation,  whioh  were  only  recom- 
mendatory instead  of  ooeroive.  Henoe,  the 
honest  and  honorable  views  and  engagements 
of  the  old  Continental  Congress  were  paralyzed 
and  prostrated ;  and  henoe  the  depression  of 
the  public  seouritiee,  and  the  distress  of  the 
officers,  proving  out  of  that  event.  It  is  ascer- 
tained ax.  Chairman,  that  each  captain  for  hii 
five  years'  full  j>ay,  received  a  certificate  for 
$3,400,  bearing  mterest  at  six  per  cent,  payable 
annnally,  and  such  a  certificate  Captain  Dehart 
received  in  lieu  of  his  half  pay  for  life,  which 
mn  eight  years  without  payment  of  interest  as 
before  ststod,  viz :  From  the  first  of  January, 
1783,  to  the  firat  of  January,  1791,  the  interest 
amounting  on  Vae  latter  day,  to  {1.169, 
making  in  the  aggreBate  $S,6C3.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  in  March,  1T89,  the  present 
Qovemment  went  into  operation^  and  in  the 
year  17S0,  made  proviuon  for,  and  funded  the 
publio  debt. 

Well,  sir,  how  did  they  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Captain  Dehart's  t8,SO0  principal, 
and  $1,152  int«rest,  due  on  the  1st  of  January, 
17Q1 1  Why,  sir,  they  gave  hin;i  three  oertifi- 
oatee,  one  for  |1,S00,  ^ing  two-Uiirds  of  his 
principal,  with  interest  at  s^  per  cent.,  and  one 
for  $300,  the  other  third  of  his  debt,  but 
deferred  ten  years  withont  interest'  and  in- 
stead of  paying  Captun  Dehart  his  $1,153 
down,  or  giving  him  ps{»er  at  six  per  cent., 
they  gave  him  a  certificate  for  his  $l,lfi2  in- 
terest redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  at  three  per  cent.  Let  ns  now  examine^ 
Mr.  ChMrman,  now  this  funding  system  oper- 
ated upon  my  old  friend  Oaptab  Dehart's  hon- 
est duea,  and  consequently  upon  everj  officer's 
pay  according  to  his  rank ; 

Urst. — Loos  of  intemt  on  BOO  dollar*  defetred 
from  lit  of  January,  1761,  to  Itt  of  Jiaasry,  1801, 
ten  years  at  six  per  oent.        •  •  |480  00 

Second. — Interest  od  the  abanBamlhM 
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lit  of  Juiuftrr,  1801,  to  thelrtof  Jannnl7, 

ISSfl,  tweDt7-««Tea  ye&rs,  &t  six  per  ceot.       717  SO 

Third.— LoM  of  inlerett  On  the  1,102  dol- 
Iftra,  of  three  per  cents  from  Ist  junurj, 
1791,  to  the  lat  Juiuuy,  t82S,  thirtj-MTen 
jeut,  at  tbT««  per  oent.         -  l.SIB  7S 
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Total  Ion  on  Captain  Dehait'a  pa;  down 


and  in  the  same  proportion  upon  ever;  offi- 
cer's pay  or  commntation  according  to  big 
rank.  It  is  ascertained,  Hi.  Ohainnsn,  that  the 
p^  of  the  officers  of  all  grades,  from  a  Uajor 
General  down  t«  an  Ensign,  vill  aTersge  the 
ps^  of  a  osptun. 

If  then  the  loss  on  a  Captain's  pay  by  Hie 
operation  of  the  flmding  ByBt«m  down  to  this 
time,  amoonte  to  $a,SE6  82,  what  will  the  loss 
on  the  MO  offleera  amount  to  that  are  now  Ht- 
Ing !  Why,  sir,  to  the  snm  of  $608,716  80,  and 
tfau  som  the  Unitod*  Btat«s  are  withholding 
from  the  offioera  now  living,  by  the  strong  arm 
of  poww,  eontrary  to  common  Jnstioe ;  and  in 
oontrmTOntitKi  of  the  oonstitntion  by  which  yon, 
lit.  Ohurman,  occupy  that  Chair.  Let  os  for 
a  moment  examine  mto  this  case :  It  is  self- 
evident  that  a  solemn  contract  eiiited  between 
the  old  Confederation  and  the  officers  of  the 
annj,  and  in  accordance  with  contract,  as  has 
been  shown,  the  old  Confederation  ismed  the 
paper  in  payment  to  those  officers,  which  was 
accepted ;  and  the  qnestJon  recars — have  the 
United  States  paid  those  certificates  agreeably 
to  the  original  contract  with  the  confederation! 
I  have  shown  Mr,  Chairman,  incontrovertibly, 
that  theyfaavenot,  and  that  the  Bnmoft2,S86  S2 
ia  now  due  to  each  captain,  and  in  the  same 

Eroportion  to  every  other  officer,  aooordinK  to 
is  rank,  who  remained  in  service  to  the  (nose 
of  the  war;  making  in  the  aggregato  $608,- 
716  80  dne  to  the  240  officers  now  hvuig. 

The  0th  article  of  the  constitntion  of  the 
United  States  reads  as  follows :  "All  debts  con- 
tracted, and  eneazements  entered  into,  before 
the  adoption  of  Uiia  oonstitntion,  shall  be  as 
valid  against  the  United  Btatea  nnder  this  cod- 
■titntion,  as  nnder  the  Confederation ; "  hence  it 
ia  apparent  that  the  contract  entered  into  by 
the  Confederation  with  the  officers  of  the  army, 
ia  completely  recognized  by  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  ssid,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  think  I 
have  shown  oondnsively,  that  yon  are  with- 
bolding  those  moneys  from  the  claimants,  in 
violation  of  that  venerable  instmment  nnder 
which  you  ooonpy  that  Chidr,  and  in  violation 
fA  every  principle  of  jnstdee  between  man  and 
man,  and  in  despite  of  the  assurances  of  the  im- 
mortal Washington  to  his  brother  officers,  in 
the  name  of  the  Confederation,  on  the  diSHolU' 
tdon  of  the  army ;  and,  in  my  hnmble  opinion, 
oonld  the  United  States  be  brought  into  Oonrt 
at  the  suit  of  the  officet^  yon  would  be  com- 
pelled to  refand  that  which  yon  now  withhold 
by  the  aWong  arm  of  power. 


The  precedmgoalcnlations  are  predicated  upon 
the  acts  of  the  whole  Confederation,  and  of  the 
United  Btatee,  respectively,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, and  will,  I  presume  Itear  the  most 
aomtinizing  examination.  It  may  be  alleged 
that  I  have  calculated  interest  upon  interM— 
be  it  so.  But  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  mo- 
ment interest  becomes  due,  and  is  pud,  it 
merges  in  principal,  and  may  be  loaned  the 
next  day ;  and  had  the  interest  on  GapL  De- 
hart's  capital  been  punctually  paid,  and  hunself 
or  his  banker  managed  it  in  the  ordinary  way 
of  loaning,  it  would  have  amounted  to  a  larger 
snm  than  he  claims  from  the  Government,  or 
that  I  allege  the  United  States  are  indebted  to 
him.  Other  views  have  been  token  of  the  snb- 
ject  in  relation  to  the  contract  of  half  pay  Cor 
IlFe ;  hnt  it  will  be  seen  that  my  calculations 
ore  applicable  to  the  non-performance  of  Che 
contract  for  the  five  years'  full  pay,  and  is  the 
fundamental  baus,  in  my  opinion,  on  which  the 
clum  rests.  I  may  possbly  have  oommitted 
some  alight  errors  in  my  calculations,  but  I  be- 
lieve they  are  sabetantially  correct ;  and  I  flat- 
ter myself  I  have  shown,  irrefragably,  that 
there  ia  now  legally  doe  from  the  United  8tat«t 
to  every  captmn  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
that  were  in  service  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  the 
snm  of  t2,S8d  82,  and  to  every  other  officer,  in 
that  proportion,  according  to  his  grade,  that 
are  now  living:  making,  m  the  a^regabe,  the 
sum  of  1608,716  80,  Hence,  Mr.  Chairman, 
those  officers  do  not  come  here  asking  a  boon 
of  this  natjon — they  merely  ask  for  even  a  part 
of  their  Jnst  dues,  predioatod  npon  a  solemn 
contract  with  the  Confederation,  and  as  solemolj 
recognized  by  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States. 

How  then,  I  will  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  yon 
esospe  paying  this  balance  t  Will  you  tdlm& 
that  thu  vast  empire  is  unable  to  pay  her  legal 
and  just  debts  f  This  you  cannot  say,  inasmuch 
as  your  resources  are  ample :  and  will  you,  nn- 
der all  the  oircurastances  of  the  case,  snlnnit  to 
the  humiliating  dilemma,  and  establish  the  fiet, 
that  the  high-minded  sons  of  the  Revolutionary 
heroes  of  your  country,  shsll  suffer  thoec  aged 
heroes  to  pine  in  penury,  in  want,  and  de^ 
from  the  stage  of  action,  creditors  of  the  United 
States  I  Barely  not.  Sir,  you  was  not  only 
Just,  but  you  was  liberal  to  that  distrngnislxd 
and  g^ant  foreign  officer,  Lafayette,  It  was 
well,  and  the  nation  responded  to  the  noble 
deed.  And,  sir,  will  you  rehse  to  do  Juitloe 
to  your  native  officers,  who  fought  gallantly  by 
his  nde  I    I  trust  not. 

It  was  s^d  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Alston,)  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  debate,  that  some  or  one  of  t^ose  officers 
were  hanging  upon  the  House  in  relation  to 
their  dwm.     Be  it  so ;  but  penr'*  ■"'>  *"  ""'n't 


le  to  remind 


_^ officers  for  years,  in  awful  Bi  , 

when  the  {late  of  this  empire  was  suspended  ai 
It  were  by  a  brittle  thread;  and  had  itbea> 
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nrv«d  u  it  was  Intended  b;  the  BritiBh  min- 
)ttrj,  Bud  Uieir  hordes  of  mercenarj  troope, 
nd  mbaidized  Eeagians  which  infested  jout 
■bcTea,  ^onr  fat«  was  ineTltably  sealed ;  and 
JOS  most  have  Sfun  retnmed  to  Oolonial  bond- 
■ge  and  degradation,  while  joMt  Haucooka, 
yoOT  Adainses,  your  FranklinB,  yonr  Oarrolls, 
■nd  TOUT  Jeffereona,  with  yotir  W  ashington  and 
bii  hvre  compeers,  (according  to  Gen.  Gage,) 
were  destined  to  the  cord.  Bnt  those  imdaunt- 
Bd  heroes,  with  Wasliington  for  their  leader, 
(dioDgb  menaced  with  the  halter,)  laid  their 
■bm  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  with  s  hard 
ttroke,  and  a  heavy  strobe,  and  a  stroke  alto- 
fether,  they  felled  the  royal  oak,  and  snatched 
mm  the  British  lion  the  brightest  gem  of  Us 
irowii.  And  Mr.  Ohairman,  what  have  been 
dt*  fruits  of  their  hozardonB  toils,  and  match- 
iM  aohiarements  1  Sir,  twenty-foor  ftee,  sov- 
KKga,  independent  States,  and  three  organized 
Territories,  yonr  empire  oovering  one-twelfth 
af  the  g^obe ;  yonr  shores  washed  by  the  At- 
katic  and  Pacific  Oceans ;  your  canvas  whiten- 
ing erery  sea ;  yonr  flag  revered  by  all  nations; 
UM  jonr  Union  complete,  prosperous,  free,  and 

Spy;  Uieee  are  the  fraiCs  of  tbe  nnweoried 
i  id  tbe  honr  of  danger,  of  these  hangers  on. 
Is  it  meet  then,  Kr.  Chairman,  that  a  distin- 
graihed  officer,*  aoting  a  distingnished  port  by 
tbe  »de  of  Washington,  in  that  great  drama  of 
the  Bevolntion,  while  attending  here  as  agent 
for  his  brother  officers,  in  pnrsnit  of  that  jnatioe 
•hich  you  have  bnt  too  long  denied,  be  stig- 
JDitixed  by  the  degrading  epithet  of  dependant 
or  hanger  on?  Sir,  to  rae  the  idea  is  every 
w^  inadmiarible,  and  I  could  charitably  hope 
that  it  was  rather  a  slip  of  tbe  tongue  of  the 
hoDorable  gentleman,  than  the  spontaneoas  ef- 
ftwon  of  the  heart.  Be  that  aa  it  may  and 
however  the  honorable  gentleman  may  indulge 
m  epithets,  to  the  wounding  of  the  feelings  of 
those  officers  long  smarting  under  their  wrongs, 
for  eonsolbdon,  and  to  aasn age  their  grief;  I  wiii 
veatnre  to  predict  that,  although  the  splendid 
ffintf-nuu-bfe  columns  which  support  that  lotty 
dome,  and  omamentB  this  hall,  may  f^  into 
iMay,  the  sweet  and  cheering  recoUections  of 
thmr  meritorions  servioes  and  brilliant  achieve- 
nntx  win  live  forever. 

It  is  an  old  adage,  Ur.  Ohaimuui,  that  al- 
fcn^  justice  may  sleep,  she  la  always  anre. 

I  can  only  say  that  as  it  respects  the  Kevolu- 
taooary  officers,  she  has  slnmoered  for  a  long 
to;  hot  I  trnst  the  hoar  Is  at  band  when 
■itt  vQl  strart  from  her  slumbers  and  prevent 
tbebmona  Newbnrg  anonymons  letter  writer's 
P*dietions  being  Tetifled,  viz :  that  if  the  Bev- 
Mnaiy  army  woa  disbiuided  previous  to  the 
Acts  being  settled  with  and  paid  off,  they 
Wtdd  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
VBMopt ;  that  they  would  wade  through  the 
f3s  mire  of  dependence,  and  owe  the  miserable 
nmut  of  that  life  to  charity,  which  had  hith- 
Mo  been  spent  in  honor. 


Bat,  Ur.  Chairman,  what  was  the  reply  of 
the  immortal  Washington  to  those  predictions! 
He  says  to  his  assembled  officers,  in  the  then 
New  Bnlldings  at  Kewburg,  on  the  ISUi 
Uarcb,  1788  :  "If  those  predictions  of  this  onon- 

Cous  letter  writer  are  verified,  then  shall  I  have 
med  what  ingratitude  is— then  shall  I  have 
realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every  mo- 
ment of  my  fnturelife;  bnt,"  proceeds  the  Gen- 
eral, "I  am  under  no  such  apprehenrions :  a 
country  rescned  troai  impending  ruin  by  your 
arms,  will  never  leave  unpud  the  debt  of  grat- 

And,  Idr.  Chairman,  the  crisis  has  now  ar- 
rived, and  the  decision  of  this  House  will  settle 
the  question,  whether  the  famons  Newburg 
anonymous  letter  writer's  predictjona,  or  the 
immortal  Washington's  shall  be  verified.  In 
justice  to  tbe  officers,  and  for  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  I  pray  God  the  latter ;  and  I  will  appeal 
to  yon.  sir,  and  to  the  Honse,  and  ask  you  em- 
phatically, if  you  can  reconcile  it  with  your 
duty  to  yonr  country,  and  your  God,  to  suffer 
one  word  of  the  promises  and  predictions  of  the 
immortal  Washington  to  hia  brother  officers  upon 
that  solemn  occasion,  to  fall  to  the  ground; 
nay,  sir,  so  well  am  I  satisfied  of  tbe  justice  and 
equity  of  this  clum,  that  rather  than  record  my 
name  agdnst  it,  I  would  adopt  the  language  of 
one  of  old,  let  me  be  anathema  mamnalha. 

Although  the  bill  before  yon  does  not  give 
the  office™  that  which  is  jnatly  their  due,  yet 
I  will  take  it  as  the  man  takes  his  wife,  for  better 
for  worse.  Inasmnch  as  any  amendment  will 
be  death  to  tbe  bill ;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  no 
amendment  will  be  agreed  to. 

One  word  more  and  I  have  doae :  what  lit- 
tle yon  do  then,  Ur.  Ohairman,  in  behalf  of 
those  aged  veterans,  now  benduig  under  the 
hand  of  time,  do  quickly :  time  is  flying,  and 
life  is  on  the  wing.  Do  yon  not,  almoat  week- 
ly, hear  the  deat£-knell  of  one  and  another  of 
tiiose  saviours  of  yonr  country )  And  believe 
me,  iir,  Cbdrman,  yon  will  not  long  have  the 
opportunity  of  refonding  any  part  of  their  just 
dues  to  the  relief  of  their  woute,  inasmaoh  as 
in  a  few  years  they  will,  each  and  all,  be  cnt 
down  by  the  all-devouring  scythe  of  IJme,  and 
landed  at  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveller 
retams. 

The  amendment  waa  n^;atived — ayes  81, 
noes  92. 

iir.  Giuns  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  by  restricting  payment  to  those  offi- 
cers whose  commimons  bear  date  prior  to  tbe 
oommeneement  of  the  year  1778. 

Ur.  G.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  short 
speech,  in  which  he  contended  that,  inanonch 
aa  the  bill  was  not  even  professed  to  be  a  com- 
pliance with  the  contract  of  1780,  it  was  re- 
moved from  the  ground  of  contract,  and  placed 
on  that  of  gratnity,  and  if  a  gratuitona  reward 
were  to  be  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Revolntionary  war,  it  was  l>est  deserved  by 
those  who  had  ooioe  forward  in  tbe  early  stages 
of  that  war,  vhen  the  remit  ttf  the  contest  wm 
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vhoUy  doubtful,  when  indlTidnal  responsibilitj 
-was  for  greater  tbnii  was  incurred  by  those 
who  entered  the  army  when  the  contest  was 
more  advanced,  when  the  whole  nation  became 
tiioroughly  involved,  when  foreign  aid  had  been 
obtained,  and  when  tbe  prospect  of  a  sncceasfnl 
iaaue  was  mnch  more  probable.  Of  those  who 
received  the  promiao  in  1T80,  man;  never  » 
mnoh  as  saw  the  face  of  an  enemy  in  the  field. 

Ur.  Stbbiobke  aaid,  the  claimB  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary officers  had  been  before  the  nation 
for  half  a  century.  They  were  known  and  un- 
derstood by  almost  every  man  in  the  nation, 
and  he  might  add,  their  justice  was  admitted 
by  almost  every  man  in  the  nation.  In  his 
opinion  there  existed  no  doubt  of  their  legality 
or  Justice.  From  tbe  disonssion  of  this  queetion 
In  Congress  for  several  years  past,  he  was  con- 
vinced there  was  not  a  member  on  the  floor 
who  did  not  understand  this  subject  as  well 
now  aa  he  would  after  a  Week's  debate. 

Whether  this  bill  granted  the  relief  the  Rev- 
olutionary officers  were  entitled  to,  waa  one 
question — whether  any  thing  better  could  be 
now  obtained,  was  another. 

He  thought  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  But, 
from  what  had  takeu  place  in  the  other  body, 
it  was  evident  nothing  better  could  be  obtained 


of  this  bill.  As  his  colleague  (Mr,  Ssbobaitt) 
had  very  correctly  observed,  it  wss  now  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  bill  should  pass  or  none.  For 
one,  he  would  not  consent  to  hazard  the  fate  of 
tbe  bill  by  admitting  amendment  alter  amend- 
ment, and  a  protracted  debate.  If  a  m^orit; 
of  the  Eonse  are  determined  to  defeat  the  bill, 
it  may  as  well  be  done  immediately.  If  a  ma- 
jority are  in  favor  of  its  passage,  it  was  un- 
necessary to  waste  time  in  a  useless  diacus- 
aion.  Be  was  sure  that,  whatever  determina- 
tion existed  in  the  m^ority,  that  no  debate 
whitdi  would  take  place  would  change  that  de- 
termination. 

He  believed  a  speedy  decision  would  be 
favorable  to  tbe  passage  of  the  bill.  Be^dea, 
there  was  much  miportant  business  on  our  ta- 
bles t«  be  acted  on,  and  the  session  was  draw- 
ing near  its  close,  and  he  thought  the  Eonse 
owed  it  ta  those  interested  in  that  business,  oa 
well  as  to  the  nation,  that  the  time  sbonid  not 
be  wasted  in  useless  debate.  From  the  vote 
which  had  Just  been  taken,  he  believed  that  the 
House  would  not  agree  to  any  amendment,  but 
was  in  favor  of  passing  tbe  bill  in  its  present 
ehape.  Therefore,  wiUi  a  view  to  put  an  end 
to  disonssion,  and  to  have  tbe  question  decided, 
that  the  House  could  go  to  other  business,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  pro- 
gresa,  declaring  tbat  if  his  motion  prevailodi  he 
should  follow  it  up  with  anotlier,  to  discbarge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Irom  the  further 
conuderation  of  the  bill,  that  it  mi^t  be  aot«d 
on  immediately  in  the  Honso. 

Ur.  Clase,  of  Kentucky,  and  Ur.  Mttcbku., 
of  Tennessee,  succesdvely  i'eqneBi«d  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion 1  one  of  them  alluding  to  an  amendntent 
which  he  wished  to  offer,  {as  was  understood 
in  relation  to  the  militia,)  which  would  require 
an  increase  of  appropriation,  and  could,  there- 
fore, bo  only  ounudered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Stuuobsb,  in  reply  to  Ux.  Clare,  said, 
as  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  ponding,  bis  ameadment  could  not  be 
received,  if  he  were  to  withdraw  his  motion ; 
and  as  his  object  was  to  prevent  farther  discns- 
Mon  and  amendments,  be  could  not  consent  to 
withdraw  it,  but  would  leave  it  to  the  oomnit- 
tee  to  decide. 

The  committee  rose,  and  rworted  the  aeveral 
bills  which  bad  been  before  them. 


TiiuBSDi.1,  Uay  8. 
Oheiaptate  and  Ohio  Canal. 
An  engroased  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act,  entitled  An  act  confirming 
an  act  of  the  Le^skture  of  the  Stat«  of  Vir- 
ginia, incorporating  the  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Ifaryland,  for  the  same  pnrpose,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 


The  House  then  resumed  the  bill  anthorizing 
a  aubscription  of  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  WioEi.iFFB  was  one  of  those  who  vot«d 
for  the  lew  of  1824,  authorizing  the  Executive 
to  make  oertun  surveys,  with  a  view  to  no- 
tional improvements ;  by  which  I  understood 
works  of  a  national  character,  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  I  gave  my  vote,  on 
tbat  occasion,  from  an  honest  conviction  of 
duty ;  but  with  the  express  understanding,  tbat 
the  objects  of  a  national  kind  could  not  be  very 
numerous.  My  impression  was,  that  they  could 
scarce  be  over  eight  or  ten,  and  I  think  it  waa 
BO  declared  by  those  who  advocated  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  on  this  floor. 

If,  sir,  the  bill  of  1824  bad  proposed  tbe  sur- 
vey of  Uie  ninety-one  objects  exhibited  in  thia 
Schedule  from  the  War  Department,  which  I 
wUl  presently  read ;  if  those  nho  advocated 
this  bin  had  been  told  it  was  to  order  tbe  sur- 
vey of  Ashtabula  Creek,  Cunningham's  Creel^ 
and  many  other  Creeks,  Lake  Memphramag<^' 
and  a  host  of  small  lakes  and  streams,  of  simi- 
lar importance,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
would  have  found  more  difficulty  in  obtaining 
tbe  vote  it  received  in  this  llonee. 

Permit  me  now  to  read  tbe  List  of  Snrveja 

mmenced,  with  the  cost  for  completing  the 


Bj  tba  Ubla  ind  nnort  from  th«  War  DepirtineDt.  it 
1  ba  KMn  titt  thB  idmLalalnllan  biva  eomoiBBMd  a  ur- 

ofsnntafiirBaa*]  ta'antta  Uia  wttcn  of  tha  Cos- 
tEauCBIrar  wLtb  UefflphnmuDe  I^a  io  New  Munp- 

portuiae,  I  am  Dot  informed!    We  hare  a  trwUHonarv  rtorr 
of  thia  lake,  tint,  at  oaa  time,  it  dltappaared.— No  te  bjr  Hi.  W. 
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I  voted  for  the  eame  proposition  which  is 
«nil»«o*d  in  the  ameodioetit  of  the  Senftte, 
when  the  bill  maUng  appropriatioiui  was  before 
thii  House,  and  I  voted  ror  the  Senate's  amend- 
nent.  I  am  reapoouble  for  that  vote  to  mj 
HMiBtitaeDta.  I  had  not  then  an  opportunity 
of  exidaioing  the  reasons  which  influenced  that 
fote,  althongh  the  oblisaUons  to  do  so  were 
incTMced  bj  the  remarks  of  two  of  1117  coi- 
laigaee,  who  addressed  the  House,  and  seemed 
to  tnat  the  subject  as  one  pecDliorlf  ofiecting 
the  interest  of  Eentndtf,  and  thereby  placed 
Be  in  the  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  interegta 
rfmj  Stite.  It  is  my  purpose  novr  to  give  the 
rMsons  which  inflnenced  mj  vote,  and  thej 
euoneot  themselTes  mtimatelj  with  the  subject 
■Oder  consideration. 

When  I  gave  mj  support  to  the  Senate's 
imendment,  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
*c  had  at  that  time  extended  onr  sjBtem  of 
KirveTing  and  reconnoitring  nearlj  far  enough, 
iod  I  voted  to  limit  the  appropriation  of  S0,000 
doUan,  with  a  view  to  the  completion  of  such 
otgeots  as  had  already  been  commenced,  I  did 
it  from  an  examination  of  the  nnmber  and  ex- 
tent of  those  objects ;  I  did  it  with  a  view  to 
oat  ihility  to  accomplish  them,  or  snob  of  them 
■fi  were  of  national  importanoe.  But,  in  enp- 
poiting  measuree  of  this  desoription,  1  must 
Onw  the  line  of  distinction  between  objects 
which  are  strictly  of  a  nationtl  character,  con- 
nected with  the  KODeral  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  and  such  as  are  of  mere  private,  local, 
tod  neighborhood  congeqnence. 

Vith  these  explanatory  remarks,  I  will  now 
p*a  to  the  wain  snbject  before  ua.  And,  in 
the  outset,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that, 
if  the  frienda  of  the  system  of  Interna]  Im- 
provements do  not  wish  to  see  that  system  ut- 
terly broken  down,  they  must  consent  to  have 
specific  appropriations  made  for  specific  sar- 
Ttji,  Sir,  on  this  sul^ect  I  may  refer  the 
trieods  of  Republican  Institutions  to  the  senti- 
uenta  of  oar  great  Apostle  of  liberty  and  De- 
mocracy, (Mr.  JsFrKBaoN,)  that  man  who  was 
the  first  to  establish,  in  this  Government,  a  sys- 
tem of  strict  national  economy  and  accounta- 
bility. The  first  occasion  in  wliich  he  ad- 
dreued  Congreea,  he  admonished  us  against 
the  conseqaenees  of  leaving  the  expenditure  of 
tbe  pnblio  resonroes  to  the  wild  and  lawless  dis- 
cretion of  any  administration  what«ver.  Per- 
mit me  to  read  from  that  message  a  single  par- 
egraph: 

"In  our  cure,  too,  of  the  public  contributions  en- 
tmted  to  our  direction,  it  wonld  be  prudent  to 
mltildy  barriers  against  their  dinipatJoi^  by  appro- 
priating specific  eume  to  every  specific  purpoac,  en*' 
eeptibie  oi'  defioiiion ;  by  disalloiring  all  apprcpria- 
>>mu  varying  froin  tbe  appropnatian  in  object,  or 
■laaieeoding  it  in  amount ;  by  reducing  the  uude- 
taei  field  of  conllngenciei,  and  thereby  circnm- 
Kritdpg  discretionary  power*  over  money  ;  and  by 
briiwng  back  to  a  single  department,  all  accounCa- 
bilitHi  for  money,  where  the  eiaminalLon  may  be 
irompt,  efficacious,  and  nnifenn." 
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With  this  cardinal  principle  for  my  guide,  I 
do  avow  myadf  the  advocate  of  specific  appro- 
priations for  all  onr  works  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments. And,  in  pursuance  of  this  general  pria- 
ctple,  I  felt  myself  called  npon  to  look  ioto 
wnat  had  been  the  application  of  a  fund  placed 
by  oar  indiscretion  at  the  discretion  of  the  Fres- 
ident  of  the  United  St^es. 

Having  been  called  to  look  somewhat  partic- 
ularly into  the  application  of  this  fund,  I  con- 
fess to  yon,  sir,  that  the  more  I  examined  the 
subject,  the  more  I  became  convinced  of  the 
neoesBtty  of  making  the  appropriations  for  these 
surveys  specific.  My  duty,  as  a  member  of  tiie 
Oommittee  of  this  House,  has  compeUed  me  to 
examine,  with  some  care  and  scrutiny,  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  various  contingent  funds, 
placed  nnder  Hxecntive  discretion. 

That  examination  has  strengthened  the  con- 
viction I  had  formed,  that  it  waa  unwise,  if  not 
dangerous,  to  trust  too  much  to  Executive  dis- 
cretion, in  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
It  is  a  discretion  liable  to  abuse,  nnder  any 
and  every  administration,  and  none  more  so 
than  at  present 

Under  oolor  of  the  law  of  1824,  we  have  ex- 
pended no  less  than  $110,000  on  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals.  The  whole  of  this  sum  has 
been  disbursed  at  tbe  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  of  the  War  Department.  Besides 
these  tUO.OOO,  expended  nnder  that  law,  wo 
have  expended  (43,000  under  various  acts  of 
Congress,  making  specLfia  wpropriations  for 
reconnolBsanoes  and  surveys,  forming  an  aggre- 
gate of  |1G8,000,  about  (148,000  of  whichhas 
been  expended  by  this  Administration  within 
the  last  three  years.  If  this  waa  the  whole  ex- 
pense we  might  content  ourselves,  under  the 
nope  that  the  labor  and  advantage  to  tbe  coun- 
try bore  some  proportion  to  the  amoimt  ex- 
pended. To  this  must  be  added  the  increased 
and  increasing  expenditnres  of  a  growing  corps 
of  engineera,  and,  worse  thaii  all,  a  little  army 
of  civil  agents,  blood' suckers,  hangers-on,  and 
dependants,  who  feed  from  the  publio  cril^ 
and  whose  pay  and  emotumenta,  and  very  ex- 
istence, depend  npon  Executive  discretion  and 
official  will — "  Kon-reslstance  and  passive  obe- 
dience." 

This  latter  corps  amount  to  about  forty,  now 
in  the  pay  of  the  tiovemment.  I  refer  gentle- 
men to  what  is  called  the  Bine  Book,  some  of 
them  with  a  compensation  equal  to  three  hun- 
dred dollars  per  month,  fixed  by  the  uore- 
struned  will  of  the  Executive. 

These  genUemen,  united  with  the  officers  of 
the  Army  who  are  engaged  in  surveying,  kc, 
form  a  formidable  phalanx  in  the  field.  The 
whole  expense  of  this  corps,  for  tbe  lost  three 
years,  has  not  been  much  less  than  (200,000. 
We  have,  it  is  true,  sir,  seen  some  of  tbe  fruits 
of  this  expenditure,  in  reports,  maps,  and 
charts,  the  printinz  and  engraving  01  which 
has  cost  us,  for  the  last  three  years,  near  (30,- 
000.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  these  officers  have 
been  idle.    No,  sir;  far  from  It.    They  haTS 
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Iieen  kept  bnsilj  employed,  it  would  seem, 
from  the  mnltipUed  namb«r  of  tbe  national  ob- 
jeeta  that  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Administration. 

I  hold  in  mj  hand,  and  have  read,  a  list  of 
the  TariooH  objeeU  on  which  they  have  been 
employed.  Sixty-nine  otijects  were  reported 
to  ns  last  fteaaioQ,  aa  having  l>een  examined 
aince  1834.  Since  the  last  ae^on  a  lar^  addi- 
tion has  b«en  made  to  the  liaL  The  whole 
Domber  now  i*  ninety-one,  of  which  I  nnder- 
Btaod  tiiirty-aeren  only  have  been  completed ; 
for  which  we  have  estimatea  of  tlie  eipenae  of 
carrying  them  into  eiecntion.    And  the  aggre- 

S ate  of  these  estimates  amonnt  to  83,668,000 
ollars.  Now,  rir,  if  the  balance  of  these  nine- 
S-one  objects  will  cost  at  all  in  proportion  to 
ese  thirty-seven,  the  whole  nnmtter  cannot 
be  completed  nnder  $70,000,000  or  $100,000,- 
000.  Snoh  beInK  the  ftct,  I  pnt  it  to  the  House 
to  say,  whether  it  \»  not  uie  course  dictated  by 
pmdence,  to  apply  the  snrplns  rsTenue  of  the 
country  to  the  commencement  and  completion 
of  some  of  those  ninety-one  objects,  whicii  have 
been  already  commenced,  rather  than  to  go  on 
and  sorrey  new  objectat  and  whether  the  snr- 
Tcys  hereafter  onght  not  to  be  confined  to  ob- 
jects of  a  strictly  national  character,  rather 
than  be  farther  extended  to  merely  local  and 
neighborhood  objects  1  If  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  my  estimate— -and  T  have  made  it  with  aome 
car&— we  have  already  surveyed  or  reconnoi- 
b^  three  thonsand  and  fiflieen  mUea  of  road 
— all  of  which  remains  yet  to  be  made.  I  find 
io  this  libt  the  following  roada : 
From  Wuhington  to  New  Orleans,  -  1,100  miles 
"     Baltimore  to  PhUidelplii*,         -  90     " 

"    Washington  to  BuBSao,  -       360    " 

"    Black  Snamp,  Cadiz, Wheeling,  &c.    160    " 
"    Miami  Rapids  to  Detroit,  -         70     " 

"    Cumberland  Bond,  from  ZanesviUe 

to  St.  Louis,  -       625     " 

"  ZaneiviUe,  (Ohio,)  through  Mays- 
vOie,  Lexington,  (K;.,)  to  Floi^ 
ence,  (Alabam*,)      -  •       eoo    " 

"    Comberhsd,  (Kl,)  to  the  Dlatriet 

of  Columl>ia,  IGO    " 


The  surveys  oi  these  roads  have  all  l>een  com- 
menced. They  remi^n  yet  to  be  completed.  It 
will  require  the  (80,000  to  do  this.  Aud  yet 
it  is  desired  by  some  that  the  Administration 
ahall  still  seek  for  new  rootes  and  new  roads  to 
be  enrreyed. 

Sir,  this  lfttt«r  road  from  Onmlserland,  in 
Maryland,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  ia,  to 
my  mind,  a  strikins  instance  of  the  abnse  of 
this  power  mider  the  law  of  1824.  What 
called  the  Oumberiand  road,  commenoea  bl 
Onmberland,  in  Uaryland.  On  tlie  present 
rente  we  have,  with  the  exception  of  about 
twenty-five  miles,  an  excellent  turnpike  road. 
The  whole  distance  is  about  ISO  or  140  mllea. 
It  is  i)ropo8ed  to  make  another  road,  on  the 
Virginia  wde  of  the  Fotomao,  by  vUch  yon 
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may  save  t«n  or  fifteen  miles  in  the  distance  of 
140  miles.  If  this  canal  is  completed,  no  man 
would  think  of  niBlcing  this  new  Cumberland 
road.  Gert^  I  am  Congrees  would  not  un- 
dertake it;  for  this  road,  so  mnch  needed,  of 
such  national  importance,  there  have  been  no 
leaa  than  ail  different  routes  surveyed — aromid, 
abont,  through  Leesbnrgh,  and  Winchester,  Vir- 
ginia. Sir,  can  any  man  believe  that  it  was 
contemplated  to  do  more  than  survey  itt 
ire  askod  to  commence  a  tnmidke  road  of 
ISO  miles  in  length,  to  save  a  distance  of  about 
fifteen  miles. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ia  it  not  time  for  Congress  to 
say  to  the  Department  of  War,  finish  some  of 
the  routes  you  have  commenced  rarreying,  be- 
fore you  ask  us  for  money  to  commence  neir 
ones  f  If  they  have  done  these  things  "  in  the 
creeu  tree,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  the 
dry  f"  Look,  air,  at  this  enormons  list.  [Here 
Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  list  from  the  Depart- 
ment, of  vorioQS  roads  reconnoitred  and  mxr- 
veyed.]  I  have  aaid,  and  I  do  sldll  say,  it  ia 
time  for  as  to  finish  aome  of  these  projects  be- 
fore we  embark  in  new  ones. 

I  have  turned  my  attention  to  the  States  and 
sections  of  the  Union  where  surveys  are  con- 
templated to  be  carried  on  during  the  next 
Summer.  New  IlampBhire,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  form  the  principal  tli»- 
atre  of  their  operations.  Where  there  is  a 
probability  of  the  greatest  political  strife,  it 
seems  always  prudent  to  have  these  surveyors 
engased.  Among  the  list,  I  see  Uiat  Barren 
and  Licking  Rivers,  in  Kentucky,  are  to  be  enr- 
TCyed,  as  national  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Notwithstanding  this  I  was  disposed  to 
say  to  the  department,  finish  first  the  rood 
through  Kentucky,  which  you  have  begim ;  it 
is  of  more  importance  to  ns  than  a  enrvey  of 
those  two  amall  streams,  which  have  scarcely 
attraced  the  attention  of  the  Le^alatare  of  tM 
State,  further  than  to  declare  t£em  navigable, 
and  regulate  the  height  of  the  mil!  dama  acroM 
them.  Sir,  I  will  not  now  say  what  I  might 
be  disposed  to  do  on  a  fit  occasion,  with  re- 
spect to  the  survey  of  these  rivers,  as  national 
works ;  but  allow  me  to  say,  there  is,  in  my 
State,  a  river  called  Salt  River,  which  runa 
through  my  district,  aud  ttiat  of  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  MooBK,)  and  is,  perhaps,  not  ait<^ether 
unknown,  at  least  by  name,  by  many  genUe- 
men  here.  If  I  had  asked  a  survey  of  Siat,  it 
is  very  possible  I  might  have  been  "  rowed  up  " 
it,  instead  of  having  it  surveyed. 

I  am  ready  to  Mmit  that  many  of  the  ob- 
jects in  this  list  may  posseBs  meritorious  claima, 
and  be  etrictiy  national  in  their  character ;  bat 
I  will  also  Bay,  that  there  are  some  upon  that 
list,  for  which  I  would  never  vote  an  appropri- 
ation, not  even  if  the  Treasury  were  frill  to 
overflowing,  and  thenational  debt  p^d.  I  ask 
whether  a  canal  from  the  Potomac  t^  tjie  Rap* 
pahannock  is  to  be  denominated  a  national  ob- 
ject of  improvement !  Did  it  ever  enter  the 
mind,  even  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  to  make 
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tbis  canal,  of  seven  or  eight  milea  in  length  ?  I 
tfpeti  to  the  gentlemui  from  Yirgiaia,  whose 
6Me  bu  expended  more  mone;  cpon  internal 
improTementa,  id  proportion  to  the  advantages 
derived,  than  an/  State  in  1h.i&  Union,  in  oonse- 


Uiiil«d  Statei 
too  many  works  at  tlw  aome  time.  Like  her, 
iir,  we  nave  "  too  many  irons  in  the  fire." 
Yet,  sir,  we  find  this  route  aorveyed,  as  a  na- 
tioiul  work,  at  puhlio  expense,  and  that,  too, 
jort  previoos  to  a  oonteated  election  for  a  seat 
go  this  floor.  The  inevitable  oonseqnenoe  of 
neh  »■  oonne  miut  be,  to  excite  hopes  to  be 
diiqipcniited,  waste  the  pnblio  fonds  apon  nse- 
km  eiqterimants,  and  bnng  the  whole  sTstem 
into  disrepnte. 

I  forbear,  at  this  time,  further  comments 
upon  many  of  tlie  objects  contuned  in  this 
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i  the 
[lent,  for  the  public  works  heretofore 
■ndertaken  bj  the  Ooverament,  and  compare 
Ihem  with  the  bills  rendered  and  paid  by  the 
United  States,  I  beliare  they  will  find  the  for- 
mar,  in  all  owes,  to  exceed  the  latter.  The  es- 
timate fbr  oarrymff  this  canal  (the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio)  across  the  monntains,  was,  if  I  mis- 
lake  not,  (28,000,000.  But,  before  we  see  one 
tbsf  taken  by  tiie  QoTemment  towards  its  com- 
meaeement,  we  have  fonr  or  five  different 
nmtM  Borreyed,  or  reconnoitred,  and  exam- 
ioed,  to  connect  this  canal,  which  exists  only 
oa  paper,  with  Lake  Jlrie.  Sir,  I  should  have 
Ikongbt  it  time  enoogh  for  those  surveys  when 
tiie  canal  was  finished,  or  in  some  likelihood  of 
btiag  soon  completed.  But  there  are  six  or 
Nven  different  routes  surveyed  for  connecting 
a  ODsl,  not  made,  with  Lake  Erie.  Sir,  if  we 
Mold  once  eee  the  canal  boate  crossing  the  Al- 
k^iany  inoontains.  we  coold  better  Judge  of 
tM  enediency  of  forming  the  connection  with 
Like  Erie.  If  the  Ohio  Oanal  and  the  Orand 
Cinal  of  ITew  York,  are  found  not  snffloient 
diinneU  for  inter-communication  with  the 
Lakes,  I  might  be  disposed  to  aid  by  an  appro- 
priation of  money  an  ezsmioation  of  the  pro- 
ject for  throwing  an  arm  of  this  oanal  across 
into  I^e  Erie. 

It  wUl  be  recollected  that,  in  the  Spring  of 
ISM,  Congress  subscribed  $100,000  to  the 
•lock  of  a  company  in  Kentucky,  who  were 
mikiDg  a  canal  at  the  FaUs  of  the  Ohio.,  This 
Canal  is  a  work  of  national  importance.  It  is 
intended  to  remove  the  difficult  in  the  navisa^ 
tion  ot  a  river  which  forma  a  boundary  of  nine 
States  in  this  Union ;  the  only  oatlet  to  a  mar- 
k«t  for  the  rich  and  various  productions  of  tiiat 
fartOer^^on. 

Itwill  tte  found  to  be  money  well  expended, 
and  in  dividends  paying  the  interest  oq  the 
iteek  inresled.  Ttis  work  has  been  of  deep 
MUCCTn  and  great  solicitude  to  the  States  of 
PMnsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and 
ladiana.  Qreat  expense  has  been  incurred, 
nd  labor  apent^  in  order  to  ascertain  ou  wbidi 
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side  of  this  river  the  oanal  should  be  located. 
Both  banks  bad  been  surveyed,  and  the  costs 
estimated  by  man,  in  whose  judgment  as  much 
confidence  should  be  placed  as  by  any  officer  io 
your  corps  of  engineers.  It  was  aecertsmed  to 
be  practicable  to  make  a  oanal  on  either  ude; 
but  that  on  the  Kentucky  shore  was  believed 
to  be  the  least  expensive.  No  further  survey- 
ing on  either  side  was  necessary.  Snch  was 
the  interminable  disposition  of  the  department 
to  surveying,  that,  althoogh  there  aonld  not  be 
an  en^aer  spared  to  survey  or  examine  the 
road  uirough  Kentncky,  in  16S6  one  or  more 
could  be  found  to  reconnoitre  the  falls  of  Ohio, 
on  the  Indiana  shore.  I  ask,  for  what  pur- 
pose t  Bid  Indiana  de«re  further  information ! 
Do  the  United  States  design  to  open  an  oppo- 
sition canal  around  the  Falls  1  Will  any  per- 
son say  that  capital  and  labor  would  be  profi- 
tably employed,  if  vested  Ln  two  canals  around 
this  obsl^otion  1 

At  whose  instance  was  this  survey  around 
the  Falls  madet  I  am  induced  to  believe  it 
was  not  done  at  the  sn^estion  of  the  worthy 
representative  of  that  district,  whose  vigilance 
to  the  interests  of  his  State  and  oonstituente  all 
wilt  acknowledge. 

Mr,  Speaker ;  Entertaining  the  opinions  which 
I  do  npon  the  subject  of  Internal  Imi)rove- 
ments,  I  have  witnessed  wil^  deep  solicitude, 
the  course  this  Administratiou  have  pursued  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  act  of 
1824.  I  have  believed  that  the  practical  ope- 
ration of  the  system,  to  the  unlimited  extent  to 
which  its  own  zealous  advocates  wish  to  carry 
it,  will  do  more  to  defeat  the  whole  plan,  than 
all  the  oonstitutioual  argoments  wuioh  have 
ever  been  nreed  agdnst  it  on  this  floor. 

If  it  is  designed  to  pass  the  boundary  which 
divides  national  from  mere  local  measures,  and 
apply  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  to  the 
purposes  of  improving  our  rivers,  creeks,  and 
roads,  it  would  be  a  mnch  safer  plan  to  dis- 
tribute the  money  equally  among  the  several 
States,  and  let  the  State  Legislatures  expend  it 
upon  such  objects  as  their  Judgment  may  ap- 

Mr.  Meboxb  made  a  brief  reply,  in  which  he 
implored  the  friends  of  internal  miprovement 
not  to  euter  into  a  general  discussion  of  the 
subject  of  surveys,  but  to  confine  Umnselves  to 
the  subject  inmiediately  before  the  House,  and 
come  to  a  speedy  decision  as  to  tiie  fate  of  the 
present  bilL  He  had  hoped  not  to  be  obliged 
to  enter  into  debate  on  the  qnestion,  bnt  had 
antidpated  answerins  any  inquiries  which 
might  be  addressed  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HoiFKUi  then  put  a  variety  of  queries 
to  Hr.  MxBOKX,  as  Ohauman  of  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  calcnlated  to  elicit  a 
statement  of  facta  in  relation  to  the  probable 
expenditure  of  the  canal — the  time  of  its  com- 
pletion— the  resources  of  the  Company — and 
the  benefit  likely  to  result  to  the  General  (jOV- 
emment  &om  the  proposed  sntMcription — and, 
also,  what  benefit  Uie  United  ffiiates  liad  d»- 
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rived  from  the  snbscriptiosB  it  hod  heretofore 
made  to  similar  companies  I 

Mr.  Mebobr  replied,  at  Rome  length,  to  tbe 
several  points  of  this  inqairy .  Sapposing  tlie 
present  bill  to  sncceed,  the  company  wonld 
then  iiave  eabscribed  to  its  stock  (3,600,000. 
The  canal  was  divided  into  three  sections — the 
eastern,  middle,  and  western.  The  east«m  seo- 
Uon  was  186  miles  in  length  ;  tie  middle  B6, 
and  western  sectjon  121,  making  the  total 
length  of  the  canal  843  miles.  IT  the  canal 
should  be  made  of  the  same  dimensions  with 
the  Grand  Canal  of  New  York,  the  total  cost 
of  the  eastern  section  wonld  be  $S,600,000;  or, 
with  the  allowances  for  the  nsnal  contingen- 
cies, abont  (4,000,000.  If  it  was  made  fortj- 
eight  feet  wide,  its  cost  wonld  be  increaeed  by 
BDODt  (200,000,  and  i(  as  was  most  desirable, 
and  npon  the  whole,  most  economical,  it  should 
be  made  sixty  feet  in  width,  and  fire  feet  deep, 
its  cost  wonld  be  about  (4,GO0,O0O.  He  then 
stated  the  subscriptions  of  stock  by  the  several 
corporations  of  Washington,  Georgetown,  and 
Alexandria,  amounting  in  all  to  one  million  and 
a  half.  He  stated  the  nndoobted  ability  of 
these  Corporations  to  comply  with  their  en- 
gagements, and  besides,  that  ability  wonld  be 
vastly  increased  by  the  very  effect  of  the  enter- 
prise, in  redncins  the  price  of  one  of  the  prime 
necessaries  of  life,  the  article  of  fuel,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  produce  a  net  saving  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thoosand  dollars  m  the  annual 
consumption  of  that  article.  Coal  of  the  very 
best  quality  conld  be  famished  tn  this  city,  so 
soon  as  the  first  section  of  the  canal  shonld  be 
completed,  at  12^  cents  per  bushel.  He  then 
adverted  to  the  provisional  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  to  take  effect  when  (2,600,000  shonld 
be  subscribed  ftoia  other  sonrces.  He  then 
proceeded  to  make  a  few  remarks  with  regard 
to  the  nnmber  and  amount  of  prirate  subscrip- 
tions, the  hlglily  respectable  character  of  the 
snbscriberB  generally,  and  their  ability  to  pay 
the  sums  which  they  had  subscribed.  When 
the  canal  had  reached  OnmberlaDd,  it  would 
prove  itself  to  be  a  very  profitable  enterprise, 
and  there  wonld  be  no  difficulty  in  ohtaming 
further  ftmda,  either  in  this  country,  or  in  En- 
rope.  Its  total  cost  from  Georgetown  to  Pitts- 
bnr^,  wonld  probably  amount  to  abont  ten 
millions.    The  stock  of  the  English  canals  was 

Erofitable  in  a  hish  degree ;  that  of  one  of  them 
aviog  advanced  from  £100  to  £4,000  per 
share.  The  greater  portion  of  these  profits 
were  derived  from  the  carrying  of  fuel.  As  to 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  canal,  the 

grofits  of  the  stock  would  be  shared  by  the 
ovemment  in  proportion  to  its  subscription, 
while  the  benefits  of  a  commercial  and  a  polit- 
ical kind  would  ultimately  reach  every  part;  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  adverted  to  the  subject  of  rwlroads, 
vhich  had  been  set  up  by  some  gentiemon  as  a 
rival  to  the  cause  of  the  present  canal,  and  a 
rauon  for  th^  oppoation  to  it.    He  professed 
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the  most  ^cere  desire  for  their  saccesa,  al- 
lowed them  to  be  superior  to  canals,  where 
light  and  swift  transportation  was  required,  bat 
insisted  on  the  vast  superiority  of  canals,  in 
point  of  cheapness,  for  the  conveyance  of  heavy 
commodities.  Dnder  the  present  form  of  thia 
bill,  the  constitutional  question  conld  not  tegil- 
imately  come  up,  and  he  hoped  no  attempt 
wonld  be  made  to  discnas  it.  He  adverted  to 
the  proprietary  right  of  the  Govemmeut  in 
8,S50  lots  within  this  oity ;  that  being  the  ease, 
the  Government  and  people  ought  to  unite  in 
forwarding  a  measnre  which  promised  very 
greatly  to  augment  the  value  of  real  estate  m 


to  the  nndoubted  solvency  and  ability  o1 
who  had  subscribed  to  the  stock  of  the  conip»- 
ny,  presumed  he  conld  have  no  objections  to 
having  the  bill  slightly  amended  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  proviso,  which  he  offered 
to  guard  agunst  the  United  States  being  re- 
duced to  the  very  awkward  situation  of  finding 
itself  left  the  sole  proprietor  of  a  wor4c  not  haa 
complet«d : 

"  Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  Baldsom  shill  be 
paid  by  the  United  Slates,  imtU  the  other  sabscnb- 
ers  to  the  stock  sball  have  paid  up  tlie  amonot  of 
their  respective  subscriptions." 

Mr,  Mebgbb  otjiected  to  this  amendment,  the 
practical  effect  of  whioh  woold  be  to  Aatrof 
the  bill.  What  it  proposed  was,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  shonld  pay  its  SQbscription,  not  jxirj 
poMU  with  the  other  stockholders,  but  after  all 
the  rest  had  ptud.  If,  then,  it  shonld  happen 
that  some  one  individual  who  had  gnhscriDed 
the  stock  should  die,  and  no  administra- 
tioQ  be  had  upon  his  estate,  the  whole  sub- 
scription of  the  United  States  would  be  tied 
up  ;  the  same  would  take  place  in  the  case  of 
widows  and  orphans,  besides  which,  some  cases 
would,  in  all  probability,  occur  of  derelict  stock, 
owned  by  foreigners  dying  abroad,  whose  hein 
unknown.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Haiultoh,  as 
i  vast  amount  which  the  canal  had  been 
estimated  tg  cost,  Mr.  Mercbr  stated,  that  the 
reduction  which  had  been  made  in  the  estimate 
of  the  United  States  Engineers,  had  been  made, 
not  by  him,  nor  by  the  Committee  on  Bosds 
and  Canals,  but  principally  by  two  of  the  most 
distinguished  Engineers  in  the  United  States, 
Messrs.-  Geddes  &  Roberts,  than  whom  none 
could  he  more  competent  to  the  task.  They 
had  both  passed  over  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed line  of  the  canal,  and  were  well  ao- 
qniunted  with  the  ground.  Mr.  Roberts  had 
enjoyed  greot  experience  in  the  canals  of  Kef 
York,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Ged- 
des, who  had  struck  the  first  staff  into  the 
earth,  in  laying  oat  the  great  Western  Canal  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  had  been  conversant 
with  all  the  details  of  his  profea^on,  and  had 
grown  gray  in  the  practice  of  it.  There  was 
'no  mystery  in  the  subject  of  these  estimales. 
The  excavation  of  earth,  embankments,  and  the 
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tnetioa  of  slon«  work,  ifere  matters  of  phtin, 
pnotkil  calculation.  The  cellmates  made  hj 
tba  IGlitarr'  EngineerB,  were  aach  as  might  be 
eipeoted  from  them.  A  soientiSo  ohief,  who 
had  n^>ed  glorjr  hj  fallowins  the  conqaeror 
of  Europe  from  one  end  of  the  contiaeDt  to 
the  other,  waa  not  likel;  to  be  so  acooratel^ 
■eqniinted  with  the  prioea  of  Iftbor  In  this 
oonntrj',  aa  a  practical  native,  who  had  grown 
op  to  it,  and  had  long  oondncted  operatioiiB  of 
a  umilar  kind  among  American  brmers  and 
tzwehanics.  He  adverted  to  several  items  in 
Um  wdmatee  of  the  Engineers,  which  were 
niaifestly  extravagant  One  of  them  oon- 
nted  of  $9,700,000  for  stone  walls;    every 

rih  of  which  was  estimated  at  (S ;  while  Mr. 
bad  ascertained,  from  an  eismiDation  of 
llMcipenMS  of  fifteen  differeot  canals,  that  a 
««ll  M  ttiat  description  had  never  cost  more 
tliao  one  dollar.  Tbis  wu  safficient  to  show 
that  their  esUmates  of  $38,000,000  were  not  at 
ifl  (0  be  relied  npon. 

Ur.  Kuerm  offered  an  amendment,  which 
balMlieved  would  be  acceptable  both  to  the 
gatlonan  b-otn  Ytrguua  (Hr.  Ukbcxb)  and 
lo  hit  eoHeagne,  (Mr.  Huultov.)  The  anend- 
mnit  is  as  follows : 

"Nor  dun  anjF  greater  sum  be  paid  on  the  shares 
N  nbwtibed  fbr,  Uan  shall  be  proportionate  to  the 
■MHDDcnts  made  on,  and  paid  by,  individual  and 
MpoKle  itockholden." 

Ur.  HudLTOH  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mi^ns  brietlj  eipltuned,  and  SDppwt«d 
lua  iniendmeut,  the  effect  of  which  wonld  be, 
to  reqnire  the  United  States  to  pay  onlj  in  pro- 
portion as  the  other  sabscribera  j«ld. 

Kr.  IIkbckb  said  that,  if  that  was  ths  inten- 
tkn  of  the  amendment,  it  was  reached  by  the 
present  proviaioos  of  the  bUL  and  he  quoted 
the  following  words  from  the  first  section : 

"  Hat  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMury  be,  and  he 
itWreby  authorized  and  directed  tosubacribe,  Ac., 
ud  lo  pay  for  the  same,  at  such  tlmei,  vid  in  such 
(roportioDa  ai  shall  be  required  of  the  stoakholders, 
piwnlly,  by  the  rales  and  regulations  of  the  com- 

Gj,  out  of  the  dividends  which  may  accme  to  the 
led  Sutea  upon  their  Bank  Stocic,  in  the  Bank 
rftba  Doited  Statea." 

Ibsvs.  lUxinr  and  Hauiltoit  insisted  that 
the  novisioa  in  the  amendment  was  more  es- 
plitit  than  that  in  the  bill 

Hr.  OxuRiLKNo  obeerved  that  the  distinc- 
tm  was  broad  and  important,  as  the  bill  pro- 
*iW  that  the  United  States  ahoald  pay  no 
Mrethan  what  was  required  from  other  stock- 
Wders;  but  the  amendment  said  that  the 
CUted  Statea  were  to  paj  no  more  than  in 
pi^NJrtiott  to  what  waa  actually  paid  by  other 
■liamben. 

Mr.  llKBcm  replied,  that,  if  snch  a.  provision 
«■  insisted  npon  in  any  jirint  etocic  company, 
■tTwldnotexistadngleyear.  He,  therefore, 
tmidered  llie  amendment  as  noinir  to  destrov 
duUil.  "  ^  ' 

Hr.  HomLUi  nipport«d  the  amendment.    It 
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was  only  intended  to  gnard  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  against  the  effect  of  specious  lists 
of  Hnbaeribera,  respectable  in  appearance,  bnt 
insolvent  in  fact. 

Ifr.  Stanbkrbt  remarking  that  the  object  of 
this  bill  was  of  high  importance  to  the  people 
of  many  parts  of  the  countiy,  and  to  none  more 
than  to  the  State  of  which  he  was  a  Represent- 
ative, to  pnt  an  end  to  debate  which  might,  in 
the  end,  defeat  the  bill,  required  the  previons 
qnestion,  and  his  call  was  enstained— ayes  64, 
noes  66. 
[The  vote  waa  afterwards  reconsidered.] 
Ur.  Mabthi,  disclaiming  all  intention,  b^  hia 
motion  for  an  amendment,  to  defeat  the  bill  in 
any  indirect  manner,  and  eiplaining  what  he 
now  nnderstood  to  be  the  effect  of  nia  former 
amendment,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  as  foUowa : 
Insert,  at  the  end  of  the  first  proviso — 
"Nor  shall  any  greater  sum  be  paid  on  the  shares 
BO  lubscritied  for,  than  shall  be  proportioned  to  as- 
individual  or  corporate  itocic- 


Hr.  Hi^THKS  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  restoring  it  to  the  form  in  which  it 
was  first  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carafca,  preferring  it  in  that  form. 

Hr.  MjkSTiN  opposed  this  motion,  on  thf 
ground  that  its  practical  effect  wonld  be,  en- 
tirely to  defeat  the  bill ;  for,  although  the  Gov- 
ernment shonld  have  sabscribed  a  million  of 
doUsra,  and  be  bound  to  advance  $300,000  every 
year  yet,  according  to  this  amendment,  if  a 
single  stockholder  should  fail  in  paying  a  single 
dollar  of  his  snbscriptjon,  the  Government 
wonld  be  free  from  its  engagement. 

Ur.  Btvwabt  stat«d,  that  subscription  books 
had  been  opened  through  all  the  country,  and 
there  were  in  his  district  more  than  one  hun- 
dred shares  subscribed  to  the  stock,  many  of 
the  subBcribers  taking  but  a  ein^e  share.  They 
were  scattered  about  m  various  directions,  and 
if  by  any  accident  it  should  happen  that  any 
one  of  these  persons  held  back  hia  subscriptioo, 
not  a  cent  could  be  received  from  the  United 
States  in  the  meanwhile.  He  earnestly  hoped 
an  amendment  like  that  would  never  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House. 

Mr.  GiLMKB  suggested  to  his  colleague,  that 
this  difficulty  would  be  obviated  by  atnkingont 
the  word  "  or,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  and ;  " 
which  was  accepted  by  Ur.  Eayitss  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  O.  briefly  explained  the  effect  of  tbis 
alteration ;  which  would  be  to  bind  the  United 
States  to  pay  np  its  subscription  only  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  aggregate  amount  sub- 
scribed, as  well  by  corporations  as  individuals, 
shonld  be  paid  in. 

Ur.  £beiibb  approved  of  neither  of  the 
amendments.  If  tnis  object  was  of  sufficient 
importance  to  indnce  the  Government  to  sub- 
scribe for  it,  the  United  Stal«s  should  come  in 
as  a  subscriber,  on  precisely  the  same  fix>ting  in 
every  respect,  as  all  other  Bubsotibera.    If  tha 
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BineDdiaeDt  were  adopted,  and  the  QoTenunent 
Hhonld  ia  effect  tAj,  uiat  they  would  onJj  pay 
as  mvoh  ia  proportion  aa  Warfiington,  Geoi^e- 
town,  and  Alexandria,  bad  paid,  who  ooold  b« 
cot  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  Collector ! 
u  one  sabscriber  refoeed  to  pay  the  quota  re- 
quirdd  until  he  was  satisfied  tnat  all  other  enb- 
acriibers  had  done  the  same,  how  oonid  the  Com- 
pany ever  get  ont  He  was  for  extending  pre- 
oisetj  the  same  benefit  to  this  Oompanj,  which 
the  Gkivernment  bad  extended  when  it  snb- 
Bcribed  to  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 
Its  subscription  in  that  case  was  trammelled 
with  no  snch  oonditloiis,  and  why  should  it  be 
trammelled  now  f  If  there  was  any  feature 
which  ODgbt  to  make  a  GoTemment  of  Repub- 
licans, it  was  the  observance  of  equal  Justice. 
Mr.  C«BTKB  was  satisfied  that  the  bill  re- 

anired  amendment  It  must  be  evident  to  all, 
lat  a  mere  requisition  to  paj  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  payment,  and  as  the  bill  now  stood, 
the  United  Btstes  might  be  caUed  on  to  pay, 
notwithstanding  the  insolTency  of  all  her  aa- 
sooiates.    Mr.  0.  oanoladed  by  expreasiog  his 

Eference  of  the  amendment  ofiwed  by  Mr. 
BTIN. 

Hr.  P.  P.  Babbocb  now  proposed  the  form 
of  on  amendment,  which  went  to  require  that 
tiie  United  States  shall  payjiimpanu  with  th« 
States  and  Corporations  subscribing  for  the 
Btoot,  bat  not  with  indiTidnals. 

Mr.  MxsosB  expressed  hia  preference  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mabtht.  He  ap- 
proved of  itj  however,  only  because  he  most 
He  found  himself  in  a  state  of  duresse,  and 
that,  unless  he  yielded  to  a  certain  extent,  he 
could  not  hold  even  his  Mends,  He  believed 
the  amendment  would  be  productive  of  no 
practjc&l  iitjnry,  as  it  was  impossible  that  the 
States  and  corporations,  who  bad  aubBoribed  to 
the  stock,  would  &il  to  comply  irith  their  en- 
gagements. 

Mr.  HiTins  defended  the  amendment  he  had 
offered,  suggesting  that  it  was  the  same  which 
had  been  inserted  in  ttie  bill  to  ud  the  Lonis- 
viUe  Canal  Company.  If  the  corporations 
shonld  fail  to  pay  up  their  subscriptions,  the 
Qovemment  would  be  left  with  the  whole  pro- 
ject opon  their  hands ;  and  when  the  Company 
shoulu  onoe  have  got  its  hands  into  the  Treas- 
nry,  a  powerfU  appeal  would  be  made  to  Con- 
gress not  to  abandon  what  it  had  begun. 

Mr.  Mbbqkb  replied,  that  the  bill,  in  this  re- 
spect, was  a  literal  copy  of  that  authoridng  a 
subscription  of  stock  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake Canal  Company. 

Hr.  Sebqbiki  expressed  himself  willing  to 
acquiesce  in  the  amendment,  though  he  thought 
there  was  much  force  in  the  observations  of  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Ebeubb.)  The  United  States 
ought,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  with  every  other  subscriber;  bat 
as  each  subscriber  had  a  sovereign  right  with 
respect  to  the  paying  or  withholding  of  his 
subscription,  there  seemed  a  necessity  for  e 
guard,  lest  the  Government  should  be  compelled 


to  go  on  with  ita  payments  atter  all  prospeets 
had  ceased  of  a  BuccesafalprosecDtion  of  this 
work.  He  reminded  Mr.  K.  that  the  present 
course  was  the  same  as  had  been  pursued  bj 
Pennsylvania  in  the  case  of  the  Union  CsnsL 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  New  York,  inquired  whit 
provision  was  contained  in  the  ohsfter,  in  esse 
the  subscribers  should  not  pay  np  their  stock. 

Mr.  Mbkoib,  in  reply,  read  the  fifth  sectitHi 
of  the  charter. 

Mr.  GiuBB  now  expluned  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Ur.  Bi.yira8,  as  gtdng  to 
guard  agunst  any  great  failure  on  the  Mil  <A 
any  of  the  other  parties  subscribing.  He  be- 
lieved, for  his  own  part,  that  neiUier  of  the 
Corporations  of  Waehington,  Georgetown,  or 
Alexandria,  was  vested  with  the  power  to  sub- 
scribe into  such  a  company.  Not  a  dollar  could 
be  collected  from  either  of  them :  for  who  wss 
then  to  issue  the  que  warranto  to  dissolve  the 
corporation  I 

Mr.  Bhttb,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  against  subscribing  at  slL 
unless  the  work  was  to  be  gone  on  with,  and 
if  the  Government  did  subecribc,  it  ought  to 
eiiJoy  the  same  privileges  as  other  Hnbacriben, 
and  no  more.  According  to  the  amendment, 
the  United  States  might  withhold  their  ptj- 
ment  until  the  Corporations  and  individuals 
had  pud  in  theirs ;  but,  if  this  right  existed  at 
all,  it  was  a  mutual  right,  and  others  might  ss 
well  wait  for  the  Government.  Congress  oogbt 
not  to  touch  the  matter,  unless  it  meant  to  go 
on  with  the  work  whether  others  did  or  no. 
Snpposinp  Alexandria  should  fail  to  pay  up  it* 
subscription,  and,  in  conseqnence  of  that,  the 
Government  shoald  also  withhold  its  saliscrip- 
tion — would  not  the  Government  stock  be  lia- 
ble to  be  sold  under  the  charter  ?    He  thought 


de&atters. 

The  qnestjon  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.Ht^iMBS,  ondnegatived;  theamend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Mabtin  was  carried. 

Mr.  Ubbobb  replied  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Homtur,  in  relation  to  the  profit  which  tiie 
United  States  had  derived  from  its  Bnhscriptiwi 
in  other  companies.  No  dividends  had  yet 
l>een  received,  because  the  works  to  ivhidi  sba 
subscribed  were  not  yet  complete. 

Mr.  "SomtLS  then  went  into  an  extended 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  whole  measure, 
which  he  considered  as  a  stock-jobbing  sobeme, 
the  least  participation  in  which  was  degradiDS 
to  the  Government.  If  the  United  States  die 
possess  the  constitutional  power  to  carry  on 
works  of  Internal  Improvement,  (which  he  de- 
nied.) let  her  take  this  work  into  her  own 
hands,  and  do  it  in  a  manner  -worthy  of  hersell 

Mr.  Basnet  moved  the  previous  questiffli; 
whioh  was  sustained — ayes  70,  noes  SO. 

The  Speaker  put  the  previous  question: 
"  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put  t " 

On  which,  the  yeas  and  najB  stood — yeaallSi 
nays  64. 
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The  nuin  qaestion  was  put :  "Shall  this  bill, 
ttttsended,  be  engroased  for  a  tlurd  reading  t" 
Whioh  qneation  was  dotted  b^  ;eas  117, 

So  the  Honse,  bj  a  mcyority  of  forty-fonr 
niet,  ordered  tha  bill  to  a  third  readiog. 

Fbidat,  M&7  9. 
Chttaptait  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Tbebin  BQthoriziiig  a  nibsoription,  on  the  part 
gf  Oa  United  Btat^  in  tiie  Ohesapeake  and 
Ohio  Oanal,  having  been  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  question  being,  "  Shall  it  pass  ? " 

Ur.  'WarrTLSBBT  said :  The  gentleman  was 
[4Msed  ia  his  eiAmination  of  the  report  of  the 
SeoreCaiT  of  War,  detailing  the  different  routes 
nrrejed  wider  the  aet  of  April  80th,  1834,  to 
Bolioe  the  routes  sorveTed  in  the  nortnem  part 
of  llie  State  of  Obio,  to  connect  the  watera  of 
tk  Lake  with  those  of  the  Obio,  bj  means  of 
leuul;  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  these  sor- 


thejr  irere  made  &om  political  conHiderationa. 
The  blame  of  carrying  into  effect  the  law  of 
1^  in  this  instanoe,  ia,  as  nsnal,  Imd  at  the 
doOT  of  the  present  Administration ;  bat,  if  the 
gaitleiasa  is  as  nnfortanate  in  his  other  state- 
menla  as  be  ia  in  those  rela^ng  to  these  sorvajs, 
I  ifaoold  hope  he  woold  retract  the  chafes  he 
humsde. 

The  exten^on  of  the  Ohio  and  Ohesapeske 
Cuil  to  the  Lakes  is  necesaar  j,  before  that  great 
woA  can  be  said  to  be  completed,  or  before  it 
MB  ba  said  to  be  eminently  nsefnl.  This  is 
Mceasary  to  open  a  water  commnBioation  to 
th«  lioda  owned  by  the  United  States,  on  I^e 
Krie  and  the  Upper  lAkea,  with  the  Metropolis 
of  tiie  nation.  The  extension  of  the  canal  to 
l4ke  £rie  was  contemplated  by  the  eminent 
pwwn  (General  WASHinarOB)  who  first  sug- 
gested the  practjoabtlity  of  connecting  the  Eaat- 
tro  and  Westem  waters,  by  a  canaL  That 
idea  has  never  been  abandoned  by  those  who 
bvB  cherished  a  belief  that  any  part  of  this 
eaoal  would  be  constmcted.  Soon  after  the 
PKnge  of  the  aot  of  1824,  an  application  was 
lude  to  Ur.  OalhouD,  then  Secretary  of  War, 
tor  a  reconnoissance  of  the  conntry  fVom  the 
(Hud  River  to  Lake  Erie,  and  he  gave  the  order 
for  this  examisatdon,  and  detuled  for.  the  aer- 
nx  General  Bernard  and  other  scientific  gen- 
Ikciea.  This  corps  traversed  the  conntry, 
md  made  a  &Torable  report^  whioh  may  be 
fanod  among  the  printed  docmnents.  It  was 
nderstood,  at  the  time,  that  Mr.  Oalboon  left 
tWs  city  for  tho  pmriose  of  accompanying  tbe 
Engineers  to  the  L^e,  but  was  prevented  by 
ibe  sickness  of  hia  family.  The  report  of  the 
Eogiaeers  being  bvorable,  an  order  was  after- 
*irda  given  to  nave  a  rente  surveyed  from  the 
Oliio  Biver  to  Lake  Erie,  at  Ashtabnla.  It  was 
MXritdned  that  a  sufficient  qnantity  of  water 
Kold  not  be  obtained  for  this  route  withoat 
htinging  to  the  summit  level  the  water  of 
Toi.  X,— H 


French  Creek ;  and  a  reconnoiasance  was  made, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tlitf  practicability 
of  uMng  iJiat  stream  as  a  feeder.  The  result 
was  favorable ;  bnt  as  the  Engineers  had  been 
directed  to  examine  a  route  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had 
undertaken  a  system  of  Intern^  Improvement^ 
and  would  necesaarily  uae  this  water  in  some  of 
her  works,  that  route  was  not  further  surveyed. 
When  the  Convention  sat  in  this  city,  in  Decem- 
ber, 183S,  a  proposition  was  submitted  to  that 
body,  to  have  a  survey  made  from  a  line  run  br 
Ool.  Kearney,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  Ohio  Canai,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  practicability  of  uniting,  by  this  crosa  cat, 
the  Ohio  Canal  with  the  Onesapeake  and  Ohio 
Oanal,  if  it  should  terminate  in  Pennsylvania ; 
or  for  the  purpose  of  asoertaitdng  whetlier  it 
was  not  the  most  favorable  route  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  main  canal.  The  snbject  was  de- 
bated on  two  several  days,  and' was  well  under- 
stood, and  the  Convention  recommended  the 
Kjposition  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  tho 
eaident,  under  the  proviaion  of  the  act  men- 
tioned. The  Convention  also  passed  a  resolu- 
tion, declaring  distint^y  that  its  members  did 
contemplate  an  extension  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  to  Lake  Erie,  or  to  aome 
water  communication  connecting  wiUi  it. 
There  is  not  any  canal  of  the  same  length,  of 
greater  national  importanoe.  It  will  open,  in 
connection  with  uie  Chesapeake  and  Obio 
Canal,  or  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  whioh- 


the  eztensire  country  bordering  on 
those  great  inland  waters.  On  it  will  be  con- 
veyed theproduce  destined  for  a  market  sooth 
of  New  York,  which  may  be  brought  up  the 
Ohio  Canal.  So  important  has  it  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Statesof  PennsylvaniaamdOhio, 
that  they  have  conourred  in  incorporating  a 
company,  for  the  purpose  of  oonstrncting  it ; 
and  this  company  wiO,  in  due  time,  apply  to 
Congress  for  ud  and  as^stauoe  in  oompleting 
the  work. 

The  genlJeman  has  also  seen  proper  to  find 
&n1t  with  the  surveys  made  for  harbors  at 
Aahtabnla,  and  at  Cnnningbam's  Creek,  and 
supposes  that  these,  with  the  other  surveys, 
were  made  to  aooonmiodate  neighborhoods. 

The  gentieman  must  have  been  unacquainted 
with  the  importance  of  the  commerce  on  that 
Lake,  ard  with  the  danger  to  which  it  is  ex- 
losed,  or,  I  am  sore,  he  would  not  have  seized 
in  these  surveys  as  a  gromid  for  criminating 
those  who  administer  l£e  Government.  Sir, 
there  ia  not  a  nataral  liarbor  on  the  whole  ot 
that  coast,  from  Buffalo  to  Sandusky — a  distauoe 
of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fiity  milee.  The 
sudden  storms  of  winds  are  violent,  and  greatly 
endanger  both  the  commerce  and  the  lives  of 
those  employed  in  carrying  it  on.  The  oon- 
struction  or  improvement  of  harbors  there,  ia 
S3  much  in  lud  of  commerce,  so  far  as  principle 
is  involved,  as  similar  works  are  on  the  sea> 
shore.    The  value  of  that  commerce  now,  in 
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importaUons,  bj  which  I  mean  (said  Mr.  W.) 
IlU  goods  abi^jied  at  Bo&Io,  unoonta  to  not 
lees  thtut  five  millioDB  auniuilij,  aud  ia  rapidlj 
inoreaaitig.  I  have,  eaid  he,  Boffloient  evidence 
in  my  poBseasion  to  prove  this  ftHsertiOD.  The 
amooDt  of  exportfi  ia  very  great. 

Ur.  GiucKB  aud,  that  in  opposing  the  final 
paaaage  of  the  hill  tmder  conBlderatioii,  ho 
should  avoid  diacnsnng  aaj  objection  which 
arose  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 
He  dhould  feel  that  his  time  and  efforts  weie 
worse  than  wasted,  in  endeavoring  to  resist  the 
violation  of  that  great  fondamentAl  law  of  onr 
DnioQ.  He  obaerved,  that  there  had  been  too 
many  proo&  during  the  present  session,  that 
the  combhiationB  at  party  intrigne,  and  the 
nnion  of  selfish  intereats,  operated  mnoh  more 
powerfully  in  determining  all  qaestione  depend- 


ehonld  make,  oonsider  only  the  question  of  the 
expediency  of  this  Oovemment  becoming  a  joint 
undertaker  with  the  OorporaliDnB  of  uiis  Dis- 
trict, and  a  few  individuals  in  making  the  pro- 
posed Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  And  this 
question  he  considered  one  of  the  most  iinpor- 
tant  that  had  agitated  the  United  &tat«g.  That, 
in  tmth,  it  was  the  great  qnestion,  whether  any 
form  of  Government  conld  seciire  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  the  certain  enjoyment  of  a 
dne  share  of  the  profits  of  their  labor. 

We  have  boasted  (and  who  had  not  felt  pride 
in  the  truth  of  the  boast)  that  oars  was  the 
only  Government  which  protected  alike  the  in- 
terest of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  where  all 
were  equally  entitled  to  every  privilege.  In 
tact,  that  privileges  were  nnknown  to  onr  free 
country.  That  here  the  true  ol^ect  of  Govern- 
ment had  alone  been  attained,  in  seeoring,  by 
its  peculiar  organization,  the  rights  of  Uiose 
who  were  unable,  by  Ignoranoe,  poverty,  or 
weakness,  to  protect  tiiemselves  from  the  am- 
bition or  grasping  cupidity  of  those,  in  whose 
hands  power  usufdly  centred.  He  remarked, 
that,  upon  this  aul^eot  alon«^  he  bad  been  an 
enthusiast.  He  had  felt  more  zeal  for  the 
country's  service,  beoanse  the  poorest  man  in  it 
was  as  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  Ilia  property 
aH  tlie  most  wealthy,  than  in  any  display  of 
national  power  and  authority.  He  had  believed, 
that  the  great  and  patriotic  men  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  onr  political  institutions. 
had  succeeded  in  effecting  what  others  had 
etrn^led  for  in  vain.  He  asked  if  hia  en- 
thusiasm in  these  opinions  of  his  had  been  the 
result  of  an  over-heated  imagination.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  policy  which  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration had  pursued  for  the  last  few  years 
satisfied  him  that  it  was  extremely  difficult,  if 
Dot  imposdbte  for  any  Government  so  to  be 
framed  that  its  condnct  would  not  be  directed 
by,  and  for  the  advantage  o^  the  active  and 
influential  members  of  sodety.    The  struggle 
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by  the  body  of  the  people  to  protect  themselves 
^m  the  cnpidity  of  the  select  daasea,  had  oom- 
menoed  with  the  origin  of  Government ;  and 
that  wealth,  iutelligeuce,  and  the  force  which 
the  few  were  always  able  to  combine,  bad  in- 
variably overcome  in  that  stm^le.  That  a 
struggle  of  very  nearly  the  same  kmd  had  for- 
merly excited  all  the  energies  of  our  people ; 
but  Uiat.  since  the  signal  victory  then  obtained 
by  popular  rights,  the  funding  and  banking  sys- 
tems, the  war,  and  the  erection  ttf  numerous 
corporations,  with  large  capitals,  for  maaufactur- 
ing  and  other  purposes,  bad  organized  new  and 
powerful  interests,  which  had  years  ago  com- 
menced, and  were  now  oairying  on  a  mora  sae- 
cessfnl  attack  upon  the  great  rights  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Q.  observed,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
every  member  of  the  House  understood  the  na- 
ture of  the  increased  force  which  wealth  and 
intelligence  derived  from  the  smallneas  of  the 
numbers  of  those,  who,  in  every  country, 
wielded  those  great  levers  of  society.  And  he 
hoped  that  they  would,  without  difficulty,  un- 
derstand the  reasons  upon  which  he  had  at- 
tempted to  show  the  expediency  of  confining 
the  authority  of  the  State  and  Federal  Govern- 
ments within  the  limits  already  stated.  But, 
(Mr.  G.  observed,)  if  any.  proofi  were  wantinK 
of  the  truth  of  the  distinctions  which  he  had 
made,  he  supposed  they  might  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Federal 
Government,  of  late  years.  He  would  take  a 
familiar  example,  which,  he  thought,  conld  be 
found  in  the  West  Point  Academy.  That  insti- 
tution owed  its  origin  to  the  collection  of  a  few 
of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  for  the  purpose  of 
improvement  in  the  scientific  part  of  their  pro- 
fession, at  Weet  Point,  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment. At  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
the  numbers  were  enlarged  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  and,  b/  construction,  to  two  hundred  and 
eiity-two.  After  the  war  was  ended,  when  it 
was  determined  to  make  the  national  defence 
depend  chiefly  upon  the  Navy,  when  the  Arm; 
had  been  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  and 
there  was  every  probability  of  along-continued 
peace,  repeated  efibrta  were  made  to  reduce  the 
number  of  Cadets  at  West  Point.  These  efforts 
had  failed,  because  the  members  of  Oongreae, 
and  their  friends,  through  them,  were  enabled, 
by  the  means  of  that  institntion,  to  procure  1Ji« 
education  of  their  children  at  the  puhlio  ex- 
pense, and  to  prepare  them  for  avocations  of 
life  wholly  unconnected  with  the  milttai?  aer- 

Mr.  G.  then  observed,  that  every  one  united 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  those  by  whom  oar 
revolntiou  was  effected ;  but  that  the  advantagea 
secured  by  that  revolution  were  very  diflier- 
ently  estimated  by  different  portions  of  Uie 
community.  One  party  speared  to  consider 
the  estabUshment  of  a  great  aud  splendid  Na- 
titHial  Government,  well-equipped  armies,  nu- 
merous fleets,  grand  canals,  highly  ornamented 
public  buildings,  and  the  encouragement  of  tlie 
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Sm  (rta,  as  the  moat  dedrable  resolts  of  that 
gnat  event ;  whilst  the  other  would  be  full/ 
ntkfiedbfhaTisK  mdividnal  hafipiness  secnred 
to  ererj  citizen,  by  protectiiiK  his  rights  to  the 
mjOTmmt  of  the  largest  possible  share  of  tbe 

CSU  of  his  labor.  These  two  parties,  he  said, 
existed  in  all  free  Grovenunents.  It  was  the 
Krife  between  the  Democracy  and  AriBtocracf . 
And  although  we  had  no  titled  nobility,  and 
Tare  all  rum  hominet,  yet  we  had  an  aristocracy, 
not  the  leas  powerfci  becaose  it  is  not  artificial. 
He  knew  that  it  was  said  that  onr  Government 
wu  Repablioan,  and  that  we  hod  a  Democratic 
Administration ;  for  his  part,  he  thought  a  large 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  Administration 
vere  like  the  head  of  it,  bat  psendo-Demoorats. 
Jlr.  Q.  then  proceeded  to  apply  the  general 
ramvbs  he  bad  made  to  the  bm  before  the 
Ecnse ;  insisting  that  the  proposed  canal  for 
aoDnecting  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  was  too  visionary  in  its  conception, 
VDold  be  too  expensive  in  its  eiecation,  and 
tw  profitless  in  its  enjoyment,  to  have  been 
OBilertaken  by  any  Govenunent  properly  re- 
giidfnl  of  the  profita  of  the  people's  labor.  He 
Blated,  that  neither  the  State  GlovernmentB,  nor 
uj  association  of  private  individuals,  ever 
woali  have  attempted  to  have  made  the  Ghes- 
ipeake  and  Ohio  Oantd.  The  fact,  that  the 
6tUes  of  TirginiA,  Uaryland,  and  Pennsylvania, 
UKJ  the  Ches^wake  and  Ohio  Oanal  Company, 
were  its  prcgectors,  and,  apparently,  chiefly  in- 
terested m  its  exeontion,  Mr.  Q.  stated,  was 
no  ooDtrodiotion  of  what  he  had  a^d.  These 
Sbriea,  he  observed,  expected  to  reap  advan- 
liges,  fblly  eqoal  to  their  expenditures,  and 
ttiat  the  individuals  of  that  company  might  ex- 
pset  to  be  amply  rewarded  for  their  advance- 
BMats,  out  of  tbe  profits  of  the  ageDoies  and 
imtracts  wMoh  an  expenditure  of  23  millions 
would  create,  and  that  a  considerable  portion 
iif  the  Bnbscription  of  that  companj  was  in 
Potomac  stoci^  known  to  be  of  little  value. 
And  he  observed  that  both  those  States  and 
that  oompony  would  advance  money  only  from 
tlK  expectation  that  tbe  largest  portion  of  the 
opense  wonld  be  borne  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
ment  He  observed  that  the  subscription  for 
rioek  by  the  Oorporations  of  Washington  City, 
Hid  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  might  be 
oiled  a  phenomenon  in  the  history  of  stock- 
jobbing. Those  corporations,  created  for  the 
Mrpose  of  regulating  the  police  of  their  towns, 
W,  without  authority,  and  contrary  to  the 
utore  and  design  of  their  institutions,  sub- 
scribed $1,500,000  for  stock.  lie  observed, 
tliat  these  subscriptions  he  considered  a  lure  to, 
V  rather  tiie  cover  under  which  the  Govem- 
:e  stock-jobbing  itself,  and 
._.d  to  advance  so  far,  in  expend- 
ing ita  b«asnre  upon  the  canal,  as  to  be  finally 
eompeUed  to  carry  it  on  whoa  all  the  other 
parties  to  the  undertaking  had  become  unable 
or  unwilling  to  expend  aov  thing  more  npon  it. 
He  said  that  he  had  no  aoubt  that  those  cor- 
is  woold  have  snbsoribed  $100,000,000 
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far  stock  in  the  company,  if  they  could  not  other- 
wise have  induced  the  Government  to  become 
tlie  responsible  stockholders.  What  means, 
he  asked,  hod  the  declining  Corporations  of 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria  of  paying  their 
subscriptions,  and  what  power  had  the  corpora- 
tion of  Washington  City  to  compel  its  citizens  to 
pay  such  a  subscription  t  He  admitted  that  it 
was  to  have  been  expected  that  those  corpora- 
tions would  use  all  the  means  they  could  con- 
trol, to  induce  the  Government  to  make  the 
canal,  and  in  what  he  had  s^d  in  relation  to 
them,  he  wished  to  be  understood,  not  so  much 
as  censuring  their  conduct,  as  that  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  making  their  subscription  any 
reason  for  its  expenditure. 

Ur.  G.  then  admitted,  that  all  hie  general 
remarks  would  be  inapplicable  to  the  imme^t« 
subject  under  consideration,  provided  it  conld 
be  shown  that  there  was  a  reasonable  proba- 
bility that  the  canal  would  yield  tbe  ordinary 
rate  of  profit.  He  observed,  also,  that  by  profit 
he  did  not  mean  the  mere  toll  which  ooiud  be 
collected  for  transported  produce,  but  all  the 
advantages  which  any  portion  of  the  people 
would  derive  from  it.  He  asserted  that  profit 
was  the  only  object  which  ooold  jnstify  snch 
improvements. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  examine  iito  qnes- 
tion,  whether  a  reasonable  profit  was  likely  to 
be  ei^oyed  by  the  people  of  the  UnitAd  States 
from  what  the  Government  should  lay  out  in 
completing  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
He  stated,  that  tbe  beet  means  of  determining 
such  a  question  would  be  by  ascertaining  the 
cost  of  making  the  oanaL  the  quantity  of  every 
material  wbiUL  it  would  transport,  the  difier- 
ence  between  the  advantages  of  that  transporta- 
tion and  snch  as  could  otherwise  have  been 
attained,  and  the  benefit  of  the  new  market 
which  it  wonld  pve  to  the  productions  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  to 
wi^  the  oost  of  the  canal,  he  stated  that  there 
had  been  much  difiference  of  opinion.  The 
United  States  Engineers,  employed  speciallj 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  that  point,  had 
estimated  it  at  $23,370,429  69  cents.  He  said 
that  great  efibrts  had  been  made  by  the  special 
partisans  of  the  canat,  to  lower  that  estimate. 
But,  observed  Mr.  6.,  if  that  shonld  be  an  over- 
rated estimate,  it  was  the  first  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  yet  been  furnished  with  by  its  Engi- 
neers. He  stated  his  belief  that  tbe  expense 
would  far  exceed  the  oalcnlation  which  he  hod 
mentioned^  and  that  belief,  be  said,  was  founded 
upon  the  singularity  of  the  attempt  to  make  a 
canal  over  a  very  extensive  range  of  roonnt^ns, 
and  the  impassibility  of  foreseeing  all  the  ob- 
structions which  would  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
execution  of  snob  a  work.  And  the  House,  he 
observed,  wonld  perceive  the  force  of  what  he 
said,  when  it  recollected  the  number  of  locks, 
bridges,  culverts,  Ac.,  which  were  supposed  to 
be  necessary,  and  the  fact  that  the  expense  d 
one  tunnel  of  five  miles'  length,  it  was  oolon- 
lated,  would  oost  |8,COO,000. 
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Mr.  6.  then  prooeeded  to  ezamioe  the  aecond 
point  he  had  made,  to  wit :  Ihe  qnaatitj  of  ma- 
teria] which  wonJd  betnmsported  bjthe  canal. 
He  stated,  that  the  largest  portion  of  its  ronte 
was  either  through  a  very  sterile  cooatiyj  or 
an  extensive  range  of  onoultiTated  monntaiDS. 
He  admitted  that  one  coriaon  of  it  passed 
through  a  very  different  Itind  of  oonntry.  He 
remarked  tJiat  the  valley  between  the  Bine 
Bidge  and  the  Alleghanj  Mountains  whs  not 
Burpasaed  in  riobness  of  soil,  salabrit  j  of  climate, 
piotnresqne  soenery,  and  the  indastrious  habits 
of  its  people,  b  j  any  part  of  the  world.  It  waa, 
indeed  he  s^d,  to  him  a  most  lovely  and  be- 
loved land,  endeared  by  a  thousand  of  the  most 
tender  and  happy  reoollectione. 

But  the  valley,  Ur.  G.  obBorved,  was  too 
small  in  extent,  to  Justify  a  very  lai^  expen- 
diture for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  prioe 
which  its  inhabitantahadtopay  for  tiie  carnage 
of  their  prodnce.  He  fhrther  observed,  that 
many  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  &our,  hemp, 
and  pork,  of  the  western  oonntry,  would  be 
transported  by  the  canal.  But  he  thonght 
differently  himself.  He  stated  that  no  ooontry, 
so  inland,  had  bo  fine  a  natural  conunnnioation 
with  the  ooeui,  as  that  upon  the  waters  of  the 
JDssiSBippi.  Ha  stated  a&o,  that  the  canal  from 
the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie  would  soon  be  completed, 
and  would  furnish  an  easier  (though  not  quite 
SO  short)  communication  wit^  the  Atlantic 
than  the  proposed  canal.  Eo  asked  whether  it 
was  to  supply  Virginia  and  Maryland  with 
horses  and  hogs  I 

Mr.  Leitleb  said  that,  when  he  came  to  the 
hall  this  morning,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have 
sud  any  thing  on  the  question  now  under  con- 
sideration; bnt,  from  the  course  which  the 
discussion  had  taken,  representing  as  he  did  a 
district  largely  interested  in  this  matter,  he  felt 
bound  to  say  something,  and  that  his  remarks 
sliould  be  confined  to  some  extent  in  reply  to 
the  objections  urged  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  by  the  gentleman  from  Geoi^a,  (Mr.  Gii.- 

VXK.) 

The  gentieman  from  Oeoma  sets  ont  by 
stating  what  might  be  called  with  some  pro- 
priety a  political  aiiom ;  he  says  that  Qovem- 
ments  are  formed  for  the  protection  of  &e  weak 
agwnst  the  strong,  and  infers  that  the  ' 


I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  the  q>plication  or  force  of 
this  argnment;  it  seems  to  me  to  prove  too 
much.  If  the  incorporation  of  companies  be 
oppressive,  then  this  Government  ana  the  sev- 
eral State  Legislatures  have  been  in  error  irom 
the  first  eBtalilishment  of  our  institutions ;  for 
they  have  all,  from  the  beginning,  been  in  the 
continued  practice  of  granting  corporate  powers. 
In  fact,  the  argument,  without  going  further,  is 
ftally  met  by  the  experience  of  Uie  country :  for 
great  as  the  bugbears  have  been  which  have 
been  held  up  to  the  pnblic  gaze,  by  some  states- 
men, in  relation  to  corporations,  yet  I  doubt 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Geor^a,  or  any 


gentleman,  can  show  that  they  have  been  of- 

Csssive  to  the  people ;  while  I  think  it  mnet 
admitted  that  the  incorporation  of  compsoiee 
in  the  United  States,  has,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
stances, been  of  great  public  utility.  'Die  only 
thing  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  dti- 
zen,  is  to  have  the  law  well  gronnded;  and 
item  the  exsmination  which  I  have  given  his 
bill,  and  all  the  laws  Telating  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  I  am  perfecUy  satisfied  tbat  (hit 
object  is  fully  attained. 

The  next  objection  urged  by  the  gentleoMi 
from  Georpa  is,  that  we  are  about  to  make  a 
canal  to  a  point  where  there  is  no  market.  I 
must  oonfess  I  felt  some  surprise  at  heariug  the 
honorable  member  thus  express  himself.  For 
the  talents  of  that  gentleman  I  entertain  a  high 
opinion  r  and  how  ho  could  arrive  at  this  con- 
clusion,  is  to  me  matter,  not  only  of  surprise. 
but  ^reat  astonishment.  Wby,  (dr,  I  hazara 
nothmg  in  saying  that  this  point  opens  to  a 
market  eqnal  to  any  in  North  America.  It  a 
about  midway  of  your  Atlantic  coast,  presenting 
all  the  advantages  of  the  trade  along  your 
whole  seaboard ;  and  at  once  puts  yon  i^oat 
on  the  ocean,  whence  yon  may  command  the 
market  of  the  world.  This  b  the  light  in  which 
I  would  regard  this  branch  of  the  subject,  not, 
as  I  suppose  the  gentleman  meant,  Quit  we  m- 
tended  nothing  more  than  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  markets  of  Georgetown,  this  city,  sad 
Alexandria.    No,  mf,  they  will  recdve  their 

Eortion  of  the  benefits,  but  we  have  greater  and 
igher  oliijecta  in  view ;  we  wish,  and  if  this 
bi£  passes,  I  hope  we  shall  all  see  the  day  when 
the  Ohesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  will  be  the 
great  avenue  from  the  west  to  the  ocean,  afford- 
ing faoiliCies  t«  some  millions  of  the  people,  by 
which  they  can  avail  themselves  of  any  market 
they  choose.  But  the  gentieman  from  Geoi^ 
sa^s,  if  the  canal  was  made,  bnt  little  prodace 
will  pass  alongit.  If  he  were  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  tbe  Western  country  aa  many  gentle- 
men in  this  hall,  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in 
coming  to  a  very  different  conclusion.  He 
would  readily  see,  that  wo  not  only  wanted  the 
means  of  getting  to  market,  but  that  we  had 
tJie  prodncts,  in  great  abundance  to  supply  a 
market.  Yes,  sir,  tbe  produce  of  the  TFcat  is 
incalculable.  Give  us  a  market,  and  there  is 
no  limit  to  our  resources.  Every  year  we  drive 
from  west  of  the  Alleghany  Monntuns,  between 
eighty  and  one  hundred  thousand  head  of  ho^ 
We  send  immense  quantities  of  tobacco,  whis- 
key, bacon,  and  many  other  articles,  and  tbe 
time  has  been,  and  may  be  agiun,  when  the 
country  on  the  seaboard  will  have  to  depend 
on  the  upper  and  "Western  country  for  their 
iron  and  salt.  Tas,  sir,  the  iron  and  salt  Is 
found  principally  in,  and  west  o^  the  Alleghany 
Monntains.  In  time  of  war,  when  these  arti- 
cles cannot  be  imported,  the  supply  mnat,  in 
some  measure,  come  from  the  West.  Without 
this  canal,  they  must  come  enormously  hidi, 
if  KOt  at  all ;  because  ttiey  are  heavy  articles 
and  of  difficult  transportation.    Besides  these 
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pradnctA,  th»  petals  who  will  Avail  themBelvefl 
of  the  boiefiu  of  this  camd  raise  immeiise 
quantities  of  grail),  of  ever;  kind.  In  fact, 
vbe«t  is  the  staple  article  of  a  great  portion  of 
tlie  We8t«m  oonntr;,  and  ite  cnltnre 


enlarged  to  almost  snj  imaatitj.     To  match 
the  Eastern  dties,  as  the  W 
bj  thiB  canal,  witi  their  floi 


de  WeatOTn  people  can, 


dent  to  ever;  gentleman,  is  a  matter  well  de- 
•erving  the  fitvorable  consideratiDn  of  this 
House.  Sir,  as  the  people  of  the  Vest  are  now 
dtnated,  they  have  no  market  for  this  great 
at^Ie  of  their  coontr;,  except  at  the  oit;  of 
New  Orieuis — a  market  perhaps  more  flactn- 
ating  and  precarions  than  aoj  other  that  can 
be  naned;  and  fh)m  1,GD0  to  3,000  milee 
distant  ft^mi  the  wheat  coontry,  and  that,  too, 
,  In  a  climate  where  the  elements  seem  to  com' 
bine  not  only  to  injnre  the  qnalitj  of  our  pro- 
iaat,  but  to  deetror  the  liveB  of  our  oitizeos, 
Imadreda  of  whom  have  fallen  victims  to  ita  in- 
fln«Doe, 

Bat,  again:  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
states,  tbat  this  and  the  atfjacent  oitlea  are  snr- 
KHmded  by  large  forests ;  and  that,  while  wood 
remaiDa  plenty,  there  will  be  no  conaiderable 
eoal  trade  on  the  canaL  It  is  true,  Mr.  Speaker, 
there  is  considerable  timber  not  far  diatant 
from  these  cities,  yet  wood  costs,  I  am  in- 
formed, &om  four  to  sii  dollars  per  cord — a 
price  certainly  not  very  low.  Open  this  canal 
to  the  coal  mioes,  and  I  cannot  entertain  a 
donbt,  joQ  will  at  once  brin«  into  exiEt«nce  an 
«  coal  trade,  by  which  this  aty,  Gecrge- 


btishel.  From  these  &otg,  therefore,  I  think 
I  bare  shown  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor^ 
mnat  be,  in  some  measore,  mistaken  in  his 
views  on  tiia  subject. 

Bnt  he  goee  farther :  He  supposes  that  canals 
never  ancceed  well,  ezeept  in  old  popnlons 
oonntiies ;  that  the  country  through  which  tiiia 
canal  ia  to  pass,  contains  too  thin  a  popolation ; 
and  has  gone  into  a  detuled  account  of  canals 
in  Europe.  Why,  sir,  the  two  countries  are 
vastly  d^erent,  both  in  locality  and  tlieir  arti- 
des  at  commerce.  Neither  England,  Ireland, 
nor  Scotland,  export  many  of  the  heavy  bulky 
articles.  Th^  territory  is  smalt,  and  is  entirely 
nrroonded  by  navigable  waters ;  their  exports 
ire  generally  of  manufiustnred  articles  of  great 
valne,  l^ht,  and  of  roiall  balk,  and  consequently 
of  easy  transportation.  The  case  is  very  differ- 
ent here ;  onr  prodQcts,  for  the  most  part,  are 
of  tbe  heavy,  oolky  kmdj  lie  in  the  interior, 
and  are  &r  from  navig^on;  and  hence  the 
greater  neoesdty  fbr  cfwals.  So  far  as  regards 
the  popolation,  the  gentleman  is  equally  wide 
from  the  mark.  Te^  sir,  more  than  two  mil- 
Bons  <rf'  yonr  citizens  are  now  anxiously  looking 
to  this  CoDgreM  for  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
that  the  canal  may  be  commenced.  All  West- 
em  Pennsylvania,  all  Western  Virginia,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  hold  a  la^  stock  in 


this  ent^npriae.  Independent  of  the  vast  popu- 
lation to  be  benefited  l)etween  tide  water  and 
the  moDntains,  In  ray  homble  Judgment,  it 
would  puzzle  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentieman 
from  Q«orgia,  either  in  the  old  or  the  new 
world,  to  point  to  the  case  that  has  equal  claims 
even  on  the  scoie  of  population;  and  I  would 
say  ftuther,  that,  when  so  large  a  population 
make  their  appeal  to  Congress,  it  becomes  a 
grave  question,  and  should  be  met  in  that  spirit, 
and  not  in  the  spirit  of  ridicule.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  urges,  as  another  objection, 
tJiat  the  city  corporations  and  the  individual 
stockholders  will  never  pa;  up  their  snbscrip- 
tiona,  and  that  the  bnrden  will  eventually  fall 
on  the  Government,  This,  again,  in  my  bnm- 
ble  judgment,  is  a  delusion ;  for  the  bill  Itself 
contains  an  express  guard  against  any  snoh  con- 
tingency. And  besides,  we  have  the  strongeet 
evidence  of  the  ability  and  willingness  of  all  to 
join  heartily  in  the  work, 

Itr.  Speaker :  Having  made  Uiese  remarks  in 
reply  to  some  of  the  argmnents  nreed  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  let  us  look  at  tnis  question  in 
another  light;  here  is  an  improvement  carrying 
with  it,  perhaps,  more  of  national  character  than 
any  that  can  oe  made  in  these  United  States ; 
the  very  first  great  national  improvement  that 
attracted  the  attention  of  our  micestors,  and 
which  has  been  viewed  and  approved  of  Nnoe 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  as  one  of 
the  great  means  of  holding  this  Union  together. 
Tea,  sir,  when  that  country  west  of  the  moun- 
tuns  was  yet  a  wilderness,  that  great  patriot 
and  statesman,  General  Washington,  in  looking 
into  ftatnrity,  foresaw  that  sectional  feelings 
and  sectional  Interests  were  to  take  root,  ami 
grow  up  in  this  land.  To  ^ard  agtunst  thdr 
consequences  was  to  his  mmd  a  matter  of  no 
small  moment.  He  conld  readily  see  that  this 
was  the  rock  on  which  this  f^r  fabric  was  the 
most  likely  to  be  dashed  into  pieces.  He  was, 
therefore,  the  first  to  recommend  a  union  of  the 
eastern  and  western  waters,  on  the  very  line  of 
the  proposed  canal.  I»  there  nothing  dne  to 
his  Jad^ent !  Is  his  paternal  address,  on  his 
retirement  from  office,  not  to  be  our  inheritance 
and  are  we  not  to  look  upon  this  as  the  favored 
moment  to  give  greater  strength  to  this  vast 
Bepnblict 

Hr.  UJTOHXLi,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  pro- 
vious  question. 

His  demand  was  sustained  by  the  Honse— 
ayes  90. 

The  previous  question  being  than  put  and 

The  main  question  was  then  put — "  Shall  this 
bill  pass  t "  and  decided  by — 

TiAs. — Hessn.  Anderson  of  Feus.,  Anustrong, 
Bailey,  Baldwin,  John  5.  Barbour,  Barlow,  Bartlett, 
Bartlej,  BsteB  of  If  asi.,  Bates  of  Hissonri,  Beecber, 
Blair,  Blake,  Brent,  Backner,  Butman,  (Sillton,  Clark 
of  Eentnckj,  Con&t,  Coulter,  Crdghton,  Orockstt, 
CrovDinshield,  Ctilpeper,  Davenport  of  Wilo,  Nck- 
inson,  Dorsej,  Donoan,  Everett,  Undlair,  Fort,  For- 
ward, Gale,  Ganuey,  Gurley,  Htimes,  Huirt,  Ingei^ 
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•on,  Isutki,  JohnB,  lAwrence,  Leoompte,  LaSot, 


McLean,  Mercer,  Henria,  MctMlfe,  Mloer,  MiMhell 
of  PennijlTuik,  Ultchell  of  Tennessee,  Hoore  of 
Eeatnok]',  Hoore  of  Alsbuna,  Newton,  Orr,  Owen, 
Pearcts  Phelps,  Pienon,  PUnt,  Runaey,  Hichardson, 
Susael^  8«wnr,  Se^eint,  Sbepperd,  Sloaue,  Smich 
of  IndlantSjaireiBUnbeiTj,  BleTenson  of  Penn., 
Sterigere,  Stewart,  Stom,  Strong,  Swuin,  T&jlor, 
Thompson  of  New  Jersey,  Tracy,  Tnoker  of  New 
Jersey,  Vance,  Tan  Horn,  Tamani,  Vinton,  Wales, 
Ward,  Wuhington,  Weems,  Whipple,  Whittlesey, 
Wiokliffe,  Wilson  of  PenDBjl»ani»,  Wingate,  Wood- 
oocfa,  Wolf,  Wright  of  Ohio,  Tancey— lOT. 

Hats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Vs^, 
Alston,  AudetMn  of  Xaioo,  Archer,  Barber  of  Conn., 
Philip  P.  Barbonr,  BairiUKer,  Bossett,  Belden,  Bell, 
Brown,  Bochanan,  Buck,  Bonaer,  Cambreleng,  Clai- 
borne, Clark  of  New  York,  Conner,  Davenport  of 
Virginia,  Daris  of  Mass.,  Datis  of  5.  C,  Desha,  Dray- 
ton, Earll,  Floyd  of  Georgia,  Fry,  Gilmer,  Gorham, 
Green,  Hallock,  Hall,  Hamilton,  HarTey,  Haynes, 
Healey,  Hobble,  Ho&mac,  Johnsoo,  Eeese,  King, 
Lea,  Long,  Lumpkio,  Karable,  Harkell,  Martin, 
McCoy,  Hclntire,  McEee,  MUIer,  MilcheU  of  S.  C, 
O'Brien,  Folk,  Bipley,  Roane,  Smyth  of  Viiginia, 
Stower,  Swift,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Trezrant, 
Tucker  of  S.  C,  Turner,  Verplanck,  Wilde,  Williams, 
John  J.  Wood,  Slas  Wood,  Wright  of  New  York 
—71. 

Bo  the  bill  was   passed,  and  sent  to  the 


Satttbdat,  Tihj  10. 
EUetoral  Vote*  for  Pretident. 

Mr,  WiLDB  moved  the  following  resolation ; 

Jltmlmd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
of  the  Uiuted  States,  respectfully  requesting  that 
body  to  transmit  to  iba  Bouse,  if  in  their  posses- 
rioD,  copies  of  the  seTeral  certificates  and  lists  of  all 
the  votes  given  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  December,  ISM,  or  of  so 
many  thereof  as  were  received,  opened,  and  counted 
In  tlus  House,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Febru- 
ary, 18S0,  when  the  persons  who  fill  the  offices  of 
PrMident  and  Vice  Preddent  were  nscertsised  and 


Mr.  WiLDK  said,  a  word  or  two  of  explana- 
tion n^ght  be  expected  from  him,  and  perhaps 
was  ikec«8Bat7.  He  would  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
rible.  At  the  last  election  of  President,  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  that  Koose. 
While  the  oertificates  and  lists  of  the  votes 
were  in  the  act  of  b^g  read,  it  struck  him 
that,  in  some  of  them,  it  did  not  appear  the 
requisitions  of  the  constitution  had  been  com- 
plied with.  The  twelfth  article,  it  woold  be 
Dome  in  mind,  provided  that  the  election  shall 
be  by  ballot,  and  the  Electors  shall  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President, 
and,  on  dutijtet  ballots,  the  person  voted  for  aa 
Yice  President.  It  had  then  appeared  to  him 
that  the  oertifloates  from  some  of  the  Btat/ea 
did  not  set  forth,  or,  at  least,  did  not  explicitly 
set  forth,  a  rote  by  balm  and  ij  aUlinet 
ballots. 


He  did  not  mean  to  create  a  sensation  here, 
or  elsewhere.  Nothing  oonld  be  farther  from 
his  intention  than  to  oontrovert  the  validity  of 
that  election.    He  rose  not  to  lament  over  the 

Kiat,  nor  to  indulge  gloomy  forebodings  for  the 
tore  i  bnt  to  state  facts ;  to  draw  from  events 
gone  by,  warning  and  secnrity  for  the  time  to 
come.  It  was  a  grave  qnestion  how  far  the 
vote  of  a  State  might  be  affected  by  a  depar- 
tnre  from  tie  forms  of  voting  prescribed  by 
the  constitution.  It  was  also  an  intereeting 
and  delicate  inqniry,  worthy  of  much  calm  ana 
serions  thonght,  to  whom  the  power  and  duty 
of  determining  the  fact  of  such  a  departure  be- 
longed. Into  these  questions  he  did  not  now 
Eropose  to  enter.  He  would  not  profess  tiiat 
is  mind  was  made  op.  He  intended  studione- 
]y  to  avoid  indicating  any  opinion  at  this  time. 
They  were,  he  considered,  of  some  magnitodo 
and  diffionlty,  and  he  felt  them  to  be  so  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  when  they  had  first  oconrred 
to  him.  He  did  not  then  venture  to  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  causing  them  to 
be  agitated ;  neither  his  confidence  nor  his  ex- 
perience in  pnblio  afiurs  warranted  him  in  pre- 
senting a  suggestion,  the  nltiniat«  oonseqnencea 
of  which  it  was  difficnlt  to  foresee.  He  com- 
municated his  impressions,  however,  to  two 
gentlemen  near  him,  one  of  them,  then  his  col- 
league, now  the  Governor  of  Georgia ;  the 
other — a  Mend  he  hoped  he  might  call  him,  for 
he  had  found  him  such — for  whose  talent«  end 
oharaoter  he  had  the  highest  respect ;  a  gentle- 
man who  had  «noe  been  translated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, (Ifr.  MoLam.)  The  probable  results  of 
such  a  BOg^estion  were  considered  during  the 
very  short  mterral  during  which  deliberation 
was  possible.  It  was  imagined  that,  if  the 
difficulty  were  presented,  a  protracted  discos- 
sion  wonld  arise ;  nnblio  feehng  might  become 
highly  excited,  ana  all  the  evils  of  a  contested 
election  for  Chief  Magistrate  be  felt  thronghout 
the  Union.  His  nnocrtainty  was  increased,  in 
consequence  of  some  of  the  certsficates  having 
been  already  read  before  they  had  ottraoted  hia 
notice.  These  could  not  be  obtidned  for  in- 
spection. The  bearing  of  enoh  a  qnestion  npon 
the  eloctioD,  therefore,  was,  in  every  respect, 
matter  of  donbtfnl  conjecture.  Under  all  the 
ciroumstances.  his  friends  did  not  enconrage 
him  to  introduce  the  subject.  He  would  not 
say  they  advised  him  against  it.  Whatever 
responsibility  attached  to  his  silence  on  that 
occasion,  belonged  to  himself.  He  did  not  seek 
to  conceal  or  to  divide  it.  He  admitted  that  he 
hesitated,  doubted,  and,  in  the  interval,  the 
event  of  the  election  was  announced. 

Had  the  objections  apparent  on  these  certifi- 
cates been  then  uraed — snppodng  them  to  be 
well  founded,  and  ^ii  House  to  be  the  consti- 
totional  jndge  of  their  sntGciency,  and  the  va- 
lidity of  the  votes,  the  issue  of  that  dection 
might  have  been  different  He  had  not,  in  this 
instance,  framed  a  theory,  and  then  sought  ont 
facts  to  support  it  He  had  collected  EKts,  and 
if  he  was  not  mistaken,  they  were  worthy  of  a 
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paning  notioe,  and  might  lead  to  something 
pnctioaL  Sinoe  the  oonunencenKnt  of  the 
preaeDt  Hssion,  he  had  ezamhied  these  certifl- 
cates  with  aa  mneh  atteutioQ  aa  Mb  other  du- 
tiM  woold  allow ;  and  if  the  Honae  aboald  in- 
dnlge  him  in  calling  for  them,  the;  would  be 
believed  to  he  foand,  althoDgh  exhibiting  al- 
most everj  Tariety  of  form,  to  agree  eubstan- 
tiallj  with  the  abridged  stateineot  which  he 
ilnjnii  pneaat. 

The  retnm  from  Delaware  did  not  certify 
that  the  Eleotora  voted  by  ballot,  bnt  specified 
the  vote  of  each  Eleotor  thus : 


Cairiv  aathoriang  the  inference,  as  he  apprc- 
bended,  that  the  vote  waa  viva  vote. 

The  return  of  Kew  York  spedfies  that  the 
Electors  voted  by  ballot,  and  named,  in  distinct 
ballots,  the  persona  vot«d  for  as  President  and 
Vice  Pieaident 

Tlie  return  of  Rhode  Island  agrees,  in  efibct, 
with  that  of  New  York. 

The  return  of  Uissonri  did  not,  Ur.  "W.  be- 
lieved, certify  that  the  Electors  voted  by  ballot, 
or  by  distinct  ballots. 

That  of  Yermont,  he  conceived,  did  not  ex- 
hibit a  vote  by  ballot,  and  by  distinct  baUots. 

That  of  Tennessee  presented  distinct  ballots, 
and  so  also  of  Oonnecticnt,  Kew  Hampahire, 
Maine,  and  HaryUnd. 

The  Electors  of  MissiaEappl  seemed  to  have 
voted  by  ballot ;  bnt  it  lUd  not  appear  that 
they  gave  distinct  ballots  for  each  office. 

From  the  retnma  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  Eentnckj,  enoogh  appeared  to  war- 
rant the  inference  that  they  voted  by  ballot^ 
and  by  distinct  ballota. 

Illinois  seemed  to  have  voted  by  ballot,  bnt 
not  by  distinct  ballot?. 

The  return  of  South  Carolina  does  not  state 
explidtly  that  the  Electors  voted  by  ballot,  and 
by  distinct  ballots,  but  it  shows  a  separate  vote, 
and  the  ballots  themselves  are  forwarded. 

Indiana  seems  to  have  voted  by  ballot,  bat 
the  return  does  not  allege  distinct  ballotings. 

The  retnm  of  Alabama  says,  the  Electors 
proceeded  to  vote  parsnant  to  the  law  and  con- 
stitnUon,  bnt  does  not  specify  the  mode  of  vot- 
ing in  direct  terms,  whether  by  distinct  ballot- 
inga,  or  otherwise. 

That  of  Massachosetta  appears  to  be  strictly 
eoTiect  and  format  It  says,  the  Electors  voted 
by  ballot  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
having  named  in  distinct  ballots  the  person 
Toted  for  as  President,  and  the  person  voted 
for  as  Vice  President. 

The  return  of  Virginia  did  not  specify  that 
the  Electors  voted  by  ballot ;  separate  retoms 
were  made  of  the  votes  for  President  end  Vice 
President,  but  it  did  not  appear  in  terms,  that 
titfaer  vote  waa  by  ballot. 

The  return  of  Qeoigia  was  timilar  to  that  of 
'Virginia^  exoept  that  the  Electora  used  the 
wi»d  ballot. 


The  Electors  of  North  Carolina  seemed  to 
have  voted  by  ballot;  but  did  not  aver  that  it 
was  by  distinct  ballotB,  and  perhaps  the  fiurest 
inference  from  the  language  of  the  letam  was, 
that  only  one  balloting  was  had. 

The  return  of  Lonisiana  was,  in  effect,  like 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

Ur.  W.  did  not  wish  to  be  nnderstood  as  as- 
serting, that  the  notes  he  had  taken  from  these 
documents  to  assiat  his  memory,  were  free  from 
error,  nor  that  the  constraotJon  he  pat  npon 
the  language  used  in  them  was  the  correct  one. 
The  phraseology  was  so  different  as  to  admit  oS 
a  great  variety  of  interpretation.  He  protest- 
ed, likewise  that  he  did  not  intend  to  say,  or  to 
insinuate  any  thing  against  the  mode  in  which 
the  Electors  had  endeavored  to  discharge  their 
dnty.  They  had,  doubtlesa,  acted  according  to 
established  naage  in  their  respective  States. 
Many,  perhaps  all  of  them,  were  much  his  sn* 
periors  in  sagacity  and  experience,  and  he  waa 
among  the  last  who  could  be  capable  of  treat- 
ing them  with  any  disrespect.  He  did  not 
mean  to  intimate  that  the  votes  thns  given 
were  in  fact  invalid  by  the  constitution,  or  that 
any  tribunal  had  been  created  having  power  to 
declare  them  so.  Upon  that  subject  ne  forbore 
expressing  an  opinion.  What  be  wished  to  say, 
was  this :  a  great  diverraty  among  the  certifi- 
cates existed.  Some  of  them  were  open  to  ex- 
ception. When  the  constitution  prescribed  a 
particnlar  mode  of  doing  an  act,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  mode  oaght  to  be  followed.  If  it 
was  departed  from,  there  might  be  room  to  im- 
pugn the  act  done :  and  the  mere  discnssion  of 
eodi  a  question,  in  particular  cases,  might  dis- 
tarb  the  public  tranqoillity,  and  lead  to  tumult 
and  confbsion. 

It;  upon  the  oocanon  referred  to,  the  votes  of 
those  States  which^  as  he  supposed,  were  liaUe 
to  exception,  had,  in  tact,  been  objected  to,  and 
this  House  had  undertaken  to  prononnce  them 
null,  the  votes  of  Delaware,  Miasiatippi,  Ver- 
mont, tUssouri,  Viiginio,  North  Carolina,  Lou- 
isiana, lodiana,  and  Illinoia,  might,  by  poe^bQ- 
ity,  have  been  lost  In  that  event,  if  a  hasty 
calculation  of  his  were  not  incorrect,  the  re- 
sult would  have  been  to  take  from  one  candi- 
date twenty-eight  votes,  leaving  him  with  aev- 
enty-one;  to  take  from  another  candidate 
eleven  votes,  leaving  him  with  seventy-three ; 
to  deprive  a  third  candidate  of  twenty-six 
votes,  leaving  him  only  fifteen,  and  thns  ex- 
cluding him  fW>m  the  House,  while  the  fourth 
candidate,  losing  on  three,  and  being  left  with 
thirty-four  votes,  would  have  been  brought  into 
it  as  one  of  the  three  from  whom  the  choice 
was  to  be  made.  It  was  impossible  to  reflect 
an  Instant,  without  peroeiving  how  momentouB, 
at  that  time,  must  nave  been  the  investigation 
of  sadi  questions.  He  deeired,  if  possible,  to 
prevent,  m  future,  the  occurrence  of  such  a 
state  of  things.  He  wa&  he  trusted,  no  politi- 
cal agitator.  He  de^rea  not  to  disturb  men's 
min£  as  to  the  past,  hut  to  seek  a  preventive 
agunst  prospective,  and,  he  hoped,  ustant,  but 
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not   improbabia   evils.     How  it  was  to   be 

aonght,  tie  might  not  tiion  b«  prepared  to  mj. 
The  wisdom  of  tbat  House  would,  no  doabt, 
find  it,  if  they  tlioQght  proper  to  oommenoe  the 
search.  The  first  step  was  to  obtun  the  infor- 
mation those  certiflcates  wonid  afford.  He 
aaked  for  them  b^  a  resolution,  which  gentle- 
men of  ulcill  and  experience  in  parlismentarj 
precedent  had  kindly  enabled  Tiiin  to  place  in 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  established  and 
reepectM  form  of  aakinsfor  pspera  in  the  poe- 
session  of  the  Senate.  He  regretted,  even  on 
this  mbject,  haying  so  long  occnpied  the  floor. 
Other  gentlemen  might  not,  perhaps,  attach  to 
it  the  same  importance  he  did,  bat  he  Hhonld 
not  feel  instified  in  withholding  this  informa- 
tion any  longer,  and  milesa  he  deceived  himself, 
the  people  of  the  United  Stat«e,  and  fiitare 
Eleotors,  wonId  find  in  it  matter  of  safBcient 
pith  and  moment  to  seonre  him  from  the  impn- 
tation  of  wasting  any  portion  of  that  invaln- 
able  time,  so  mu3i  of  which  liad  been  devoted 
to  Presidential  questions  of  another  character. 
This  was  no  party  measure.    He  intended  to 

S revoke  no  discnssion.  It  was  at  least  donbt- 
d  whether  an;  act  of  le^sl&tion  was  neces- 
aary  or  expedient,  fint  tJte  infomuiUon  might 
be  at  onoe  cnrions  and  nsefnl,  and  gentlemen 
would  vote  to  obt^  or  to  refuse  it  as  they 
thought  proper.  Without  the  warning  it  would 
affbrd,  such  returns  might  be  made  again,  and 
some  wiser  or  bolder  politician  be  found  to 
challenge  them  exactly  at  the  right  moment  of 
a  crisis  decirive  of  the  fate  of  men,  and  deeply 


agitating  this  sabject,  particularly  at  so  late  a 
period  in  the  seadon.  The  elections  in  the 
states  were  not  sut^ect  to  the  revisian  of  Con- 
gress, and  if  the  certificates  stated  truly  tlie 
result  of  such  elections,  it  was  to  be  inferred 
that  they  were  held  according  to  the  law  and 
ooDstitatiou,  unless  the  contrary  were  made  to 
appear.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  lud  apon  the  table ;  which  motion 
prevailed — ayes  80,  noes  SI. 


Mo]n>AS,  Uay  19. 

The  due  of  William  Morgan,  lujtpoeed  to  Have 

ieen  put  tc  Death  ly  Iree  Maeon*. 

Ur.  Tbaot  oSbred  the  following  memorial, 
and  moved  it«  reference  to  the  Ccnnmittee  on 
the  Jndiciary : 

To  the  Hod.  Senate  and  House  of  BepreKnUtives  of 
the  Uniled  States,  in  Congreu  aKsmbled : 

The  memorial  of  the  snbBcribers,  delegates  u- 
sembled  at  Le  Ro;,  in  the  coimtj  of  Qenesee,  and 
Stale  of  New  York,  respectfully  aheweth,  that  your 
memoiialiita  h&ve  been  delegated  h;  the  peo;^  of 
the  KTeral  caantiei  wbich  they  represent,  to  meet 
In  conreDlioD  it  this  place,  to  take  into  coosidera- 
UOQ  the  kideappng  and  find  disposal  of  William 
Morgan,  late  of  Batavia,  in  the  county  aforeniil,  a 
dtlien  of  the  United  States,  who  was  forcibly  taken 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THE 


[Har,  1818. 

in  the  month  of  Beptember,  182B.  Tour  Bumoriit 
ista  are  infernied,  and  venly  believe,  that  the  Mid 
Morgan  was  carried  to  Fort  Nianra,  and  there  In- 
priaoned  for  a  length  of  time,  without  legal  author- 
ity. Tour  memorialists  conceive  it  proper,  iusmnch 
as  Fort  Niagara  was  then  in  charge  of  an  olBcer  or 
■gent  of  the  United  Btales,  and  under  the  jurisdie- 
tion  of  the  General  Government,  to  apjdj  to  Con- 
gress for  aid  in  the  premises ;  and  your  memorialists, 
therefore,  humbly  pray  that  an  inquiry  be  institutol, 
to  aseertain  whether  the  said  William  Horein  vis 
or  was  not  received  and  imprisoned  Ti£la  the 
walls  of  Fort  Niagara,  in  the  month  of  September, 
1B2B ;  and  if  so,  by  whom,  and  by  what  authoiitr, 
he  was  so  received  and  imprisoned,  and  to  whom  ha 
was  delivered  from  thenc^— the  inquiry  to  be  made 
in  such  way  and  manner,  and  onder  auch  realric- 
tlooB  and  limitations,  as  your  honorable  bodf  maj 
think  moat  expedient.  And  yoor  memorialisla,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  Ac, 
Dated  at  Le  Roy.tbis  1th  March,  IBiB. 

The  reading  of  the  memorial  bung  called  fbr 
by  several  members,  the  Ohsir  directed  that  it 
should  be  read  for  informatioa;  and  it  was 
read  accordingly. 

Mr.  BtTcaaKas  said,  the  allegation  of  the  me- 
morial is,  that  an  ofGcer  of  the  Umted  States  at 
Fort  Niagara,  received  and  imprisoned  a  miD 
withont  legal  authority;  and  if  that  case  be 
made  out,  it  is  a  proper  subject  for  investigation. 

Mr.  CaMBBELBKO,  believmg  that  the  sulject 
did  not  come  at  all  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio,  expressed  a  doubt 
whether  the  Bonse  had  a  right  to  make  such  a 
reference  of  a  matter  not  within  their  own 
jDrisdiction. 

Mr.  MoDoFFiB  discl^med  the  least  doubt  od 
that  Bobiect,  and  s^d  there  were  many  cases 
where  the  House  had  referred  matters  to  the 
President,  not  merely,  but  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
partments. 

Mr.  LiTTLx  now  moved  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboitb,  Churman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndioiary,  add,  that  this  matter 
appeared  to  him  to  lie  within  the  narrowest 
possible  compass.  He  was  of  opinion  tint 
Congress  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  the  petition.  If  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  had  been  guilty  of  any  act  anb- 
jecting  him  to  punishment,  under  the  existing 
laws  of  the  country,  the  prinMr  resort  wts  to 
the  Judiciary ;  but  if  ho  had  committed  soms 
act,  not  forbidden  by  law,  but  in  violation  of  hi* 
duty  as  an  officer,  then  he  is  responsible  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Execn- 
tive  officer  of  the  Government  will  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
bring  him  to  punishment.  Is  it  intended  to 
refer  this  petition  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jo- 
diciary,  with  a  view  to  any  legislative  action  in 
the  case)  It  was  out  of  the  question.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  subject  would  not  be  salt 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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Ilr.  Siona  nid^  diat  he  hoped  his  coUeagna 
(Vr.  T^ot)  wonld  coDMnt  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  President.  Mr.  8.  oonld  state, 
fi^  the  iafonnatioa  of  the  Hoose,  that  an  order 
hid  issued  from  the  War  Department  for  aireEt- 
'■a%  the  officer  oommaadiiig  at  Oautonmaut 
TowwD,  in  the  AAansas  Territorj,  on  a 
ehirg«  of  refbdnig  obedience  to  the  instrDctioiis 
of  the  Department,  to  aid  in  the  arrest  of  Col- 
mmI  King,  and  the  deliTery  of  him  \a  the  me»- 
NDgen  Knt  from  the  Stats  of  New  York.  The 
Dipartinent  had  ordered  this  officer  to  New 
Ink  on  bis  aireet,  that  the  inqnir;  might  he 
hid  withoat  the  incoDvenience  of  requiring  the 
TitneaKa  fh>m  that  State  to  attend  at  a  distant 
pMt,  and  where  the  dvi]  anthorities  of  the  State 
wold  be  at  band,  to  co-operate  efficiently  in 
s  neceasar;  to  be  pursned  for  a  feir 


cnment  wonid  prompt!;  investigate  an; 
pUnt  made,  bj  so  respectable  a  bodv  of  citi- 
HD^  igainBt  anj  officer  of  the  United  States; 
nd,  H  an  investigation  growing  ont  of  the  ftdl- 
De  to  arrert  Colonel  Bag,  was  now  in  pro- 
pen,  he  thqngbt  this  memorial,  alao,  aboold 
b«  leferred  to  the  Execntive  or  tbe  War  De- 
ptrtmeDt  Prompt  measures  had  been  taken 
on  the  application  of  the  late  £xecntive  of  Kew 
Torfc,  in  relation  to  tbe  arrest  of  Colonel  King ; 
ud  he  did  not  doubt,  that,  if  it  ehonld  ap- 

Ethit  an;  officer  of  the  United  States  had 
concerned  in  the  alle^d  abnaes  which 
U  been  charged  to  have  taken  place  at  Port 
Klipm,  the  Qovemment  wonld  iaterpose  ite 
nn£orit7  to  bring  tbem  to  a  serious  and  prompt 
bveeligatian.  He  hoped  therefore,  that  the 
Houe  wonld  agree  to  refer  tbe  papers  to  tbe 
Siccative  Deputment. 

Kr.  TuOT  replied,  that  it  was  immaterial  to 
Mm  which  direction  the  petition  took ;  if  it 
TH  thonght  that  the  Esecntive  wonld  be  tbe 
iDore  appropriate  Department  to  oonMder  it,  he 
■onld  aoameaca  with  cbeerfolness.  Tbe  only 
rcHOB  he  nad  raoved  its  reference  to  the  Oom- 
uitUe  on  the  Jodiciarr,  was,  an  apprehension 
of  nme  difficulty  on  uie  qnestion  of  jnriadio- 
tint,  ioannnch  as  Port  Niagara  was  within  the 
(adorivB  jnriediction  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
Mrer  having  been  ceded  to  the  United  8tat«B. 
He  conMDt«d  to  withdraw  bis  motion  for  re- 
fening  tbe  petition  to  that  committee ;  and 
tbe  qneetion  being  on  ite  going  to  the  Praudent 
ef  the  United  States, 

Vr.  Dunos  inrisled  that  this  was  a  case  in 
vldeh  the  Honse  ought  not  to  interfere.  He 
tlxn^  it  bad  been  too  mnoh  tbe  practice,  of 
htti  for  Oongress  to  interfere  in  matters  not 
Hrietly  within  its  cognizance,  to  the  delay  and 
iejmy  of  that  which  legitimately  pertained  to 
4lf  diere  was  no  remedy  provided  by  existing 
Itn  for  the  caM  to  which  this  petition  related, 
jb«9  mt^t  be  aoroe  reason  for  applying  for  the 
•tpdation  of  Congress ;  bnt  nothing  was  more 
plain  than  that  tbe  law  did  fnmishamll  and  easy 
■nnedj.    Under  tbe  88d  rnle  of  tbe  articles  of 


war,  it  was  provided,  that,  if  an  ii^uiy  is  com- 
mitted by  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  against  the  laws  of  any  of  the 
States,  he  shall,  on  demand,  be  sarrendered  to 
tbe  civil  authority,  to  be  tried  and  ponished 
accordingly.  It  did  not  appear  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  this  course  had  been  tried  without 
effect.  Until  that  was  the  case,  there  could  he 
no  gronnd  for  the  interference  of  Congress  in 
the  matter.  Redress  was  easy;  the  way  to 
obt^  it  plun  and  obvions;  and  no  conse- 
quences would  result  from  special  legislation, 
which  were  not  already  as  w^  att^ed  witb- 

Ur.  QiLicKB  rose  to  state  the  fiu^  that  it  hod 
l>een  solemnly  determined  on  argument,  in 
court,  that  Fort  Niagara  was  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  all 
offences  committed  therein  were  to  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  that  State  alone.  This  fact  was,  of 
itselfj  sufficient  to  show,  that  tbe  sut>jeot  of  this 
petition  could  not  come  within  the  purview  of 
Oongresnonal  jurisdiction ;  and  this  fact  must 
have  t>een  known  to  those  who  Hgned  the  pe- 
tition. They  could  not  be  i^orant  that  the 
abduction  of  Uorgan  was  a  civil  offence,  pun- 
ishable ejcInBive&  by  the  laws  of  their  own 
State.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  pe- 
tition upon  the  table. 

Hr.  OiutBK,  however,  consented  to  withdraw 
tbe  motion  at  the  request  of 

Kr.  Stbvbnsoh,  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  oo 
rising,  observed— that,  with  a  view  to  a  few 
remarks,  he  would  request  Ur.  Gilmbb  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  (m  the 
table ;  which,  being  complied  with,  Mr.  Ststmi- 
Boir  s^d  he  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
wotild  prevail.  The  memorialists  alleged,  that 
William  Morgan  was  forcibly  taken,  in  the 
month  of  September,  1826,  to  Fort  Kiagera, 
in  tbe  State  of  Kew  York,  and  there  hud  in 
secret  caplivi^  by  an  officer  of  the  Army 
of  tbe  United  States  commanding  at  that 
post.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
la,  in  virtue  of  bis  offlra.  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  our  Army.  The  kidnapping  and 
confinement  of  Morgan  is  alleged  to  have  taken 
place  in  1626— consequently,  dnring  the  lime 
of  the  present  President.  I^  then,  any  officer, 
under  the  command  o^  and  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Pre^dent,  has  been  at  all  acces- 
sory to  the  alleged  ofibnce  against  Wm.  Mor- 
gan, let  the  investigation  be  made  by  tt 


perior  officer,  of  tbe  act  of  those  n 


be  extended  to  his  offen^ng  subaftem.  This 
is  the  true  course.  The  Prerident  poesesses 
doe  power,  and  if  those  sut^ect  to  his  control 
are  allowed  to  escape  due  punishment,  let  the 
reaponubility  rest  where  it  on^L 

Mr.  Sktth,  of  Virginia,  allowed  the  truth  of 
the  statement,  that  Fort  Niagara  was  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  but 
this  waa  a  complaint  urged  ag^nst  a  militarj 
officer  in  his  offidal  oharocter,  and  it  bod  been 
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Bottled,  on  a  former  oocadoo,  that  aaob  a  com- 
plaint did  belong  to  tbe  notioe  of  Oovemmeiit, 
bnt  Bhoold  ftret  be  enlqected  to  the  decision  of  a 
Oourt  Uartial,  The  petition  vb«  eotitled  to  all 
respect,  and  ha  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to 
tbe  PresideDt. 

Mr.  WuoBT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  agreed  in  opin- 
ion with  sereral  gentlemen  who  had  eo  ex- 
pressed themselvea  tliat  this  memori&t  ought  to 
Bta  the  Execniive.  Bnt,  while  fae  declared 
I  concurrenoe  with  gentlemen  on  this  point, 
it  did  not  follow,  in  his  opinion,  that  it  shonld 
be  tranEtnitted  to  the  Premdent  through  this 
House,  or  bj  the  exertion  of  its  power.  He 
conceived  it  to  be  verj  clear,  that  the  House 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject,  or  with  the 
memoriai.  It  made  a  case,  if  truljr  set  forth,  of 
ordinary  infraction  of  the  law,  and  Hhould  be 
left  to  the  ordinar;  tribunals  of  justice,  or  the 
ordinary  exercise  of  Eiecntive  power.  He  was 
unwilling  to  lend  the  idd  of  the  House  to  facil- 
itate, in  any  other  way  than  by  legidatipn, 
either  investigations  in  Courts  of  Justioe,  or 
by  the  President  He  was  wholly  opposed  ia 
making  this  House  the  condnit  through  which 
to  pass  complaints,  either  to  the  President,  or 
other  officer,  or  to  the  courts.  IS  trne,  as  had 
been  stated,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  New  York  had  never  been  withdrawn  from 
Fort  Nia^a,  th«i  the  question  belonged  to 
the  Judicial  officers  of  that  State,  and  complaint 
should  be  made  in  the  usual  way ;  and  if  that 
jnrisdiction  had  been  withdrawn,  and  vested  in 
tbe  General  Government^  then  similar  proceed- 
ings shoold  be  insStuted  and  prosecuted  before 
the  Judicial  officers  of  tbe  Union.  No  com- 
piaiat  is  made,  that  any  ofBcer  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  refiised  any  proper  application  to  do 
his  dnty ;  if  that  were  uie  case,  the  Honse 
might  proceed — it  would  then  have  jnrisdiction. 
He  said,  it  was  clearly  his  opinion,  that  the 
House  hiad  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  His 
view  was,  and  he  felt  confident  it  was  correct, 
that  the  House  had  jurisdiction  for  tbe  purpose 
of  its  own  action,  or  not  at  all.  It  had  no  jnris- 
diction of  any  subject,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
transmitting  it  to  the  President  or  any  other 
branch  of  Government.  He  desired  to  keep 
the  House  free  from  any  proposition  got  up  for 
effect  her&  or  elsewhere. 

If  in  order,  he  swd,  he  wonld  move  that  the 
petitioners  hjave  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion, that  they  may  send  It  to  the  President 
through  some  other  channel  of  conveyance ;  if 
not  in  order,  he  hoped  the  reference  to  the 
President  would  be  r^ect«d,  and  he  would  then 
make  that  motion. 

The  chur  saidj  that  a  motion  for  leave  t« 
withdraw  the  petition,  did  not  take  precedence 
of  a  moticHi  to  refer. 

tit.  BuDKutui  hoped  that  the  House  were 
not  about  to  be  seized  with  the  Korgan  fever. 
We  should  treat  this  petition,  as  we  do  all 
others,  which  come  from  respectable  citizens. 
The  petitioners  allege,  that  a  Uilitary  Officer  of 
this  Government — whilst  in  the  command  of 
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Fort  Niagara — in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
Btate  of  New  York,  imprisoned  and  detaioed 
within  that  fort  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
and  they  ask  na  to  institute  an  inquiry,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  asoert^ning  the  truth  of  this  Bll«ga^ 

Mr.  B.  admitted  there  was  some  force  in  fJM 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
WmoBT.)  The  petitioners  may  not  have  ap- 
plied to  the  proper  tribunal  for  redresa;  hat 
we  should  ever  rememl>er,  that  the  right  of  pe- 
tition was  a  sacred  right  If  they  have  mis- 
taken their  remedy,  this  is  not  a  good  reuoit 
why  we  should  refuse  to  consider  their  petiljon. 
In  such  cases  it  had  ever  been  the  practice  t£ 
the  House,  so  far  as  he  was  aoqnaint«d  with  it, 
to  conuder  the  petition,  and  refer  it  to  the 
most  appropriate  Standing  Committee,  Upon 
the  present  occosioD,  the  proper  coimuitlee 
would  be  that  of  Uilitary  Affairs,  Their  re- 
port would,  without  doubt,  recommend  that  the 
House  shonld  refer  this  petition  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  There  can  then  be 
no  objection  against  sending  it  to  him  im- 
mediately, when  we  know  such  would  lie  tbe 
effect  of  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  dissent  entirely  from  the 
opinion  expressed  by  my  friend  trom  Getngia, 
(Mr,  Gnjow,)  that  this  is  not  a  proper  snl^ 
of  reference  to  the  President  If  a  orinunil 
offence  has  been  committed  within  Fort  Niig- 
ara,  it  may  be  true,  that  its  trial  and  its  pun- 
ishment belong  exdnsively  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  But  what  is  the  in- 
ference to  be  drawn  from  this  position  1  Doce 
it  follow,  that,  if  an  officer  of  your  army  were 
to  violat«  the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  and  imprison 
bim  within  that  fort,  that  tiiis  would  not  slag 
be  an  offence  against  the  United  States!  Cer- 
tainly not.  He  ouaht  not  only  to  be  pnnidied 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  State,  but  he  ought  to  be 
dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United  StBtee. 
I  would  ask  that  gentieman,  if  one  of  oar  mil- 
itary officers,  in  the  command  of  troops  of  tbe 
United  States,  abusing  his  power,  were  law- 
lessly, by  their  agency,  to  imprison  a  citizen  of 
Georgia,  in  a  pla^  under  the  exclusive  juriBdio- 
tion  of  Uiat  State,  if  he  would  not  consider  this 
to  be  a  high  crime  committed  agunst  the  whole 
American  people  1  Would  he  be  williog  that  a 
man  guilty  of  such  an  outrage  against  a  cititai 
of  the  Btate,  should  continue  to  be  a  AGlitary 
Officer  of  the  United  Stales?  It  is  true  he 
might  be  punished  nnder  the  lawsof  Georpa; 
but  it  is  equally  tmo,  that,  in  addition  to  tlist 
punishment,  he  ought  to  be  removed  from  the 
army.  Should  the  petitioners  be  able  to  estab- 
lish Uie  guilt  of  this  officer,  whoever  he  may 
he,  the  President  should  not  hesitate  a  moment 
in  dismissing  him  from  the  service.  The  ref- 
erence of  this  petition  to  the  Preeident  is  ren- 
dered peculiarly  proper,  in  consequence  of  the 
circumstance  which  has  been  disclosed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbb)  that 
the  subject  is  already  Itefore  the  Secretary  of 
War.    Mr.  B.  tmsted  ^at  the  reference  woald 
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b«  made  wtthoot  fbrther  debste,  and  tliat  the 
ntgNt  would  be  dismissed,  withont  occupying 
non  of  tie  time  of  the  House. 

lis.  EuLi  remiiided  the  Eonw  that  the? 
Tsa  iboat  to  s^ionrn  on  the  Sath.  The  pres- 
ent diacnasioa  seemed  likely  to  oooap^  a  oon- 
ridenUe  time,  and,  In  hia  opinion,  it  was  a 
Bttttf  of  little  oonseqnence  vnether  this  Mor- 
pu  vai  dead  or  alive.  He,  therefore,  demand- 
ed the  jreaa  and  nays.  The  demand  was  bos- 
tiiiisd— ayes  BO,  noes  Sd. 

ITie  preTiouB  qnesUon  was  then  pat  and  car- 
ried, and  the  main  goeetion  on  referring  the 
pHitini  to  the  PreKdent  of  the  TTnited  Statee 
Mng  italcd,  Mr.  Tkaot  demanded  that  it  be 
tilen  by  yeas  and  naja.  They  were  ordered 
bf  tba  Home,  and,  being  taken,  stood  as  fol- 
Imre-yets  IM,  nays  TO. 

Seeolutitmary  QgU»n. 
lb. StuniTTum  moved  tiiat  the  Honse  go 
iato  Committee  of  the  Whole.     The  motion 
pnniliiig,  ICr.    Oondiox  was  oalled   to    the 


mittee  prooeeded  to  consider  the  biU 
IT  the  relief  of  the  sarviving 
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qaesbon  reenmiiK  on  the  following 
mt,  moved  on  We^eeday  last  b;  Mr. 
BiLua,  tii:  to  amend  the  fint  sectjon  of  the 
^  by  restricting  payment  to  those  officers 
vuK  cammiasi[>iui  bear  date  prior  to  the  com- 
"MMement  of  the  year  17T8— 

Iff.  Cinj>iPKB  stated,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  this  bill,  and  as  he  was  pwsnaded  that  it 
<^d  only  paae  in  its  present  form,  he  coi\jnred 
iU  tta  friends  to  refiue  every  amendment,  and 
to  offer  sone. 

Ht.  Giubb'b  amendment  was  negBtived. 

lb  Wou  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
JKtiin,  ud  insert  a  eabstitate,  which  he  of- 
fered. 

fc.  ¥.  defended  tie  amendment  he  had 
«*Bd,  m  the  gronnd  that  the  bill,  as  it  at 
pijww  Wood,  woold  favor  the  richer  officers, 
fr  had  not  been  onder  the  necessity  of  ac- 
tjtnif  any  pensioii,  by  giving  them  the  fall 
™*iooe,  while  it  oppressed  the  poorer"  class, 
™«  want  had  compelled  them  1c  petition,  in 
^^ffipwit,  and  to  accept  a  pennon. 

Mi.  GnJuB  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
JwdiBeBt  of  Mr,  WoLP.  which  went  to  ex- 
■ws  (U  who  had  received  a  pension. 

lu  imendments  were  opposed  by  Messrs. 
r»noK,  DRiiTOd,  Avmsaaos  of  Maine,  flsa- 
RUT,  BooiuxAH,  Waxve,  and  Tbaot,  and 
■weated  by  UetHrs.  Gilhkr  and  Wolf. 

TraaDAT,  May  18. 
BetoUUionary  OS^£«n. 
Tbe  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  Bevolntionary 
*w«  htvmg  come  into  the  Honse  by  the  dis- 
*«^  of  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
'■^w  eonsideration  of  it,  and  the  qncaidon 
Mug  on  ordering  the  hill  to  a  third  reading- 


Mr.  Stbbiobbx  moved  the  previous  qnestjrai 
(the  effect  of  which  is  to  prednde  all  farther 
amendment  and  debate) ;  it  was  decided  in  the 
negatite — ajea  64,  noes  7B. 

Mr.  LriTLE  renewed  the  amendment,  which 
had,  yesterday,  been  moved  by  Mr.  Bab- 
BixatB,  when  the  bill  was  in  committee, 
going  to  indode  those  who  had  served  dnring 
two  years.  Mr.  Bassikqib  modified  the  reso- 
Intion  by  adding  the  words,  "and  honorably 
discharged." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messn. 
Mastdt  and  Tatlo^  not  on  the  principle,  bat 
from  the  danger  to  the  whole  bill,  from  any 
Airther  delay  ^  the  present  late  period  of  the 
eeason. 

Mr.  LriTLB  disavowed  all  hostility  to  the  bill, 

Mr.  Tatlob  moved  the  previous  qnestion. 
The  motion  was  sostained,  ayes  83,  noes  76 : 
and  the  previons  qnestion  being  pnt,  "Shall 
the  main  qnestion  now  be  pnt?  " 

Mr.  Babbdioks  moved  that  the  qnestion  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  It  was  then  dedded 
by — yeas  100,  nays  82. 

The  mun  qnestion  being  then  pnt,  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided 
by— yeas  134,  nays  64.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time ;  and  the  qnestion  being, 
"  Shall  it  pass  ?  " 

Mr.  Clask,  of  £entncky,  after  some  severe 
remarks  on  what  he  denominated  the  indecent 
solioitade  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  force  it' 

rn  the  House,  {and  which  were  declared  by 
Chur  not  to  be  in  order,)  moved  an  amend- 
ment^ going  to  indnde  the  medical  staff  of  the 
army. 

The  Chair  dedded  that  the  amendment  conld 
not  be  leodved  in  the  present  stage  of  the  hill, 
unlesa  by  the  imanimoDs  consent  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  BAsenr  expressed  his  dissent,  not,  how- 
ever, oat  of  any  friendship  to  the  bill  to  whicli 
he  expressed  himaelf  entirely  opposed. 

Mr.  Olabx  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  de- 
livered a  q»eeoh  at  great  length  in  oppodtdon 
to  the  bill  generally,  the  provisions  of  which  he 
conMdered  as  partial  and  ooiiiBt  in  the  extreme. 
He  denied  the  doctrine  of  contract,  insisted 
npon  the  propriety  of  induding  the  militia,  and 
deprecated  the  effect  of  the  bill  npon  the  Trees- 
ory,  aa  going  to  add  not  less  than  six  thoasand 
to  the  existing  list  of  pensioners. 

Mr,  Pbaxob  demanded  the  previous  qnestion, 
which  was  sustained — ayes  74,  noes  47.  The 
previons  qnestdon  was  then  pnt  and  carried, 
and  the  main  qnestion  having  been  Btat«d: 
"Shall  this  bill  pass  1" 

Mr.  OonoiOT  demanded  the  yeas  and  n^s, 
and  ther  were  ordered. 

The  final  qnestion  was  taken  as  follows : 

TiAS. — Heasrs.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Andersoe  of  Me., 
Andersoo  of  P».,  Bslley,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Conn., 
J.  B.  Barbour,  Barker,  Barlow,  Barnard,  Barney, 
Bates  of  Uaaa.,  Bales  of  Uo.,  Btlden,  BliUie,  Brent, 
Brown,  Bnchanan,  Barges,  Butman,  Cambreleng, 
Chase,  Clark  of  If  «ir  Tori,  Condlct,  Coulter,  Creish- 
ton,  Orowninshield,  Colpeper,  Davenport  of  OUo, 
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DKvia  of  Hub.,  De  GnS;  Diddnson,  I>raytoD, 
Dwight,  E«rll,  Krerett,  Findky,  Fort,  Forw»rd,  Fry, 
G*l«,  OiuraiT,  Oorhun,  Green,  Qnrlej,  Hallock,  Bax- 
Tej,  Healy,  Hobbie,  Hodges,  HoOinui,  Holmes, 
Hunt,  IngenoU,  JohiuoD,  Johns,  KeeM,  King, 
Eremer,  Lawrence,  Let,  Leffler,  Little,  LiTingston, 
I«cke,  Hallir;,  HaiteU,  Uutik,  MarUndale,  H*i- 
wen,  U clntire,  HcKean,  HcEee,  UcLeao,  Hercer, 
Merwin,  Miner,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Pesrce,  Keraon, 
Plant,  Ramsey,  Seed,  lUclurdsoii,  Ripley,  Secgeutt, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Spngne,  Sprigg,  Sterigere,  Stoirs, 
Stro^,  Swuin,  Swift,  Sutherland,  Taluierro,  Tar- 
lor,  Thonipson  of  S.  J.,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  N,  J., 
Tamum,  Verplanclc,  Wales,  Ward,  Washington, 
Weenu,  WhiHile,  Whittlesey,  WiUon  of  Pa.,  Win- 
gate,  Slaa  Wood,  Woodeock,  Wol£  Wright  of  New 
York— 116. 

N.1TB. — Hean*.  Addama,  Allen  of  Ta.,  Alston, 
Archer,  Anaatrong,  Philip  P,  Butrour,  Barringer, 
Hartley,  Busett,  Beeeber,  Bell,  Blair,  Brjan,  Bock- 
□er,  Carson,  Carter,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clark  of 
Kentucky,  Conner,  Crockett,  Davenport  af  Virginia, 
Desha,  Floyd  of  Geo.,  Gilmer,  Halle,  Hall,  fiaynea, 
Isacks,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Long,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Harable,  Hayuard,  McCoy,  McHatton,  Metcalfe, 
MltcheU  of  S.  C,  MitcheU  of  Teonesnee,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Polk,  Koane,  Russell,  ghepperd,  Bmyth 
of  Vs.,  Stanberry,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Treirant, 
Tueker  of  South  Carolina,  Tnrner,  Tance,  Tinton, 
Wickliffe,  Wiiliams,  Wright  of  Ohio,  Tancey— 08. 

So  the  bill  Tfta  paaaod. 

'Wbdnibdat,  Haj  14. 
(iffke  of  Major  General. 
On  motioit  of  Ur.  Smtth,  the  House  proceed- 
ed, (ayes  7G,  noes  69)  to  consider  the  bill  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  Uiyor  Qeneral. 

Mr.  Yanoi  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  waa  in  the  following 

"  Sec  S.  AjtdU  ilficrtluT  enaeUd,  That  all  otBcers 
Berring  hy  commission  &om  the  authority  of  any 
Slate,  shall,  on  all  detachments,  court-martial,  or 
other  duty,  wherein  they  may  be  employed  in  con- 
junction with  the  regular  forces  of  the  United  States, 
take  rank  next  after  all  officers  of  the  like  grade, 
dtber  by  brevet  commission  or  othenrise,  in  said 
regular  forces  :  notwithstandiug  the  commissions  of 
such  militia,  or  State  officers,  may  be  older  than  the 
commia^ons  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  forces  of 
the  United  Stales." 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr,  V.  eaid,  that 
he  consiaered  this  bill  as  going  Au^^  than 
any  bill  had  ever  gone  before.  He  sent  to  the 
table  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  War, 
which  he  desired  to  have  read.  He  then  stated, 
that  one  of  the  greatest  difficoltiea  a  command- 
ing General  had  to  enoonnter,  was  to  preserve 
a  state  of  harmonions  feeling  among  his  troops. 
He  did  not,  therefore,  wish  to  place  it  in  the 
power  of  nnqnalified  individuals  to  fill  that  re- 
sponsible statjon. 

Mr.  Dwiom  hoped  this  motion  would  pre- 
vail. The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  make 
a  distinction  between  the  officers  of  the  armj 
and  the  militia,  so  that  they  sliall  not  come  in 


confiiet  with  eadi  other.  He  referred  to  tb« 
equality  of  rank  between  Qeneral  Jackson  toi 
Gener^  Brown,  and  asked  the  House  to  reflect 
on  what  misht  have  been  the  effect  npon  these 
diatingoished  men,  if  they  had  been  placed  no- 
der  the  command  of  a  raUitda  officer. 

Mr.  BuooAHiii  sud  he  shonld  not  have  uid 
a  word  npon  this  bill,  had  not  his  attention  been 
drawn  to  the  second  section  of  it,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  fVom  Ohio.  (Mr.  yisoi,) 
He  would  luive  contended  hims^  with  a  sQent 
vote  in  favor  of  its  passage.  Bnt^  said  Mr.  B,  I 
belong  to  the  militia  myself— I  have  a  fellow- 
feeling  for  them,  and  I  never  aball  consent  to 
degrade  them ;  for  after  alLthejr  are  the  great 
bnlwark  of  our  defence.  The  second  sectdoa 
of  this  bill  will  produce  that  effect  AOap- 
tain  in  the  regolar  army,  after  he  has  continued 
in  the  service  for  ten  years,  b  breveted  s  Major, 
and  in  tenyears  more  he  becomes  a  Oolcnelbj 
brevet.  The  mere  lapse  of  twenty  years  trans- 
forms a  captdn  into  a  colonel  b;  brevet  and 
gives  bim  this  honorary  rank ;  althougu  hs 
may  still  remun  but  a  captun  in  the  line^  and 
be  entitled  to  command  but  a  ringle  cotnpaiy. 
Brevet  rank  is  therefore  acquired,  in  our  anay, 
withont  any  extraordinary  merit.  Under  this 
section,  mch  a  oapbua  would  be  entitled  to 
rank  a  ctdonel  of  volunteers  or  militia  who  had 
led  his  regiment  into  the  field,  and  to  assamt 
the  command.  I  ask,  will  not  any  law,  which 
wonld  operate  in  this  manner,  tend  to  destroy 
the  spirit  of  the  militia,  and  to  d^rade  them 
both  m  their  own  eyes  and  those  of  the  uatioat 
The  past  history  of  this  country  proves  tbst 
they  do  not  deserve  encb  treatment  at  o<ir 
hands.  During  the  last  war,  the  militia  nnr- 
chased  glory  both  for  themselves  and  for  ueir 
oonutry,  npon  the  field  of  battle ;  and  onr  most 
brilliant  victories  were  those  achieved  noder 
the  command  of  men,  who  had  been  militis 
Generals,  and  who  were  transferred  to  the  same 
rank,  in  the  regnlar  army. 

It  has  been  olgected,  agunat  the  pisssMof 
this  bill,  by  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  CsroliDa, 
(Mr.  Drattob,)  that  if  the  office  of  M^or  Qeo- 
eral  should  be  abolished,  a  militia  Mqor  Gen- 
eral Would  then  command  an  officer  of  tiie 
highest  rank  in  onr  army,  ahonld  regular  troc^a 
and  militia  be  called  into  service  together. 
Even  if  we  should  admit  thia  construetioiiof 
the  law  to  be  correct,  the  inconvenience  "wluoh 
that  gentieman  apprehends,  would  never  occur 
in  pomt  of  fact  The  army  is  now  on  a  peaoa 
establiahment  When  war  shall  threaten  us,  it 
must  immediately  be  reorganized.  We  Dwit 
then  call  into  existence  a  new  head  to  the 
army,  and  confer  upon  hi"'  a  rank  which  will 
entitie  him  to  command  a  M^or  Qeneral  ra 
militia.  It  ia  scarcely  possible,  therefore,  lliat 
the  case  supposed  by  the  gentleman  can  ever 
exist 

If  this  bin  should  pass,  it  will  afford  the  Pre^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  an  opportnoity  u 
,    .        ............  '"tbeeventw 
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(k  conntrj  &0111  the  danger  of  haviiig  that 
itatioQ  pre-ocoapied  bj  a  Baperanniiat«d  officer. 
In  the  mean  time,  no  iiiconTeiueDC«  can  be  ex- 
MricDced.  The  President  is  Commaiider-in- 
Sief  of  the  army ;  and  it  ia  his  doty  to  decide 
the  ^nastioD  of  rankj  which  Las  bo  long  exigted, 
tiervMD  the  two  Brigadier  Generals.  The  one 
tx  the  other  of  them  viU  tlieii  be  the  chief 
officer  of  the  armf .  But  it  was  not  my  inten- 
tion \o  disonsB  the  main  qaestion ;  I  row  mere- 
ly to  defend  the  militia,  and  I  shall  proceed  no 

Vr.SMTTH  msde&fewobserrationB in  reply; 
nd  uked  if  it  would  be  considered  a  degrado- 
taa  that  General  Scott  should  take  coounand 
A  uy  of  t^e  Uigor  Generals  who  have  probably 
Mtg  on  this  Soor.  He  was  abont  to  proceed 
in  Mme  general  obseiralions  on  the  bill,  when 
he  WIS  reminded  by  the  Chair  that  the  qneaUon 
VH  on  the  amendment — and  he  sat  down. 

)b.  Turn  Bald,  that  offioers  who  had  re- 
eeived  brevet  rank  as  the  reward  of  distin- 
g&^tA  services,  were  placed  on  a  different 
Koting  with  those  who  obtained  brevet  rank 
in  coueqaence  of  a  certain  term  of  service. 
He  itatMl,  that  as  the  militia  have  no  brevet 
nn^  ■  Lieutenant  of  the  army,  having  brevet 
rul,  mi^t  go  and  take  a  Ooioncl's  regiment 
from  him. 

The  smendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  ^estion  occnrriiig  on  engrossing  the 
tin  for  a  third  reading — 

Hr.  MoDimiB  sud  he  rose  to  aa;  a  word  or 
iToInoppoeitiDnto  this  bill,  and  be  wonld  toko 
leave  to  wy,  at  the  commencement,  that,  so  fhr 
■t  be  was  capable  of  forming  a  judgment  on 
thii  matter,  this  was  one  of  the  most  nnwise 
■Bemueg  that  could  posdbly  be  submitted  to  a 
Wibentive  assembly.  I  take  it  for  wanted, 
mi  be,  that  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  ac- 
cooptidi  one  of  these  two  objects  r  either  to 
iWDve  the  organization  of  ^e  Army,  o 
^ct  a  retrenchment  of  the  expenses  of 
Uiitity  EstablishmeiLt  Now,  ur,  I  pros 
ID  MUiiary  man  will  nndertake  to  say,  that  it 
TiH  improTe  the  organization  of  the  Array,  to 
ieptive  it  of  a  military  head.  I  say  no  military 
iHii,  sir,  becaose  I  am  aware  that  the  gentle- 
fflu  from  Pennsylvania— who,  like  myself,  is  not 
I  mQitary  man — has  made  a  grand  discovery 
on  the  sobject  of  organising  a  peace  establisb- 
nwt,  which  may  prove  to  be  one  of  the  great- 
e*  improvementa  in  the  art  of  modem  warfare, 
ihe  plin  of  the  gentleman  is  to  have  no  H^or 
GttiBnl  or  Commander-in-Chief  in  time  of 
pace,  lest  he  should  become  superannuated  be- 
WB  the  occurrence  of  a  war.  By  keeping  (he 
dwf  command  of  the  Army  ^(icant  in  time  of 
peace,  the  gentleman  says  the  President  will 
h»e  it  in  his  p<  wer  to  place  a  young  and  vig- 
''nu  man  at  the  head  of  the  Armj  in  the 
*™nt  rf  ■  war.  My  only  sorprise  in  this  mat- 
I*  i>i  nr,  that  the  gentleman  has  not  extended 
hBtffinnpie  a  little  further.  The  same  reason 
Tiff  eertiinly  wply  with  eqnal  force  to  the 
ongt^ers,  the  Colonels,  tiie  Captains;  and,  in 
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ird,  to  the  whole  rank  and  file  of  the  Army. 
It  would  be  oertunly  desirable  to  get  rid  of 
saperannnated  soldiers,  and  have  those  that  are 
young  and  vigorous.  Indeed,  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  genlleman  ^pliee  with  greater 
force  to  the  subordinate  officers,  who  rise  by 
seniority,  than  it  does  totheoffloeof  Oommand- 
er-in-Ohie^  in  relation  to  which  the  Execu- 
tive haa  an  nnlimited  diaoretion.  Thns,  sir, 
we  should  make  short  work  of  re-organizing 
the  Army.  We  should  get  rid  of  it  altogether. 
There  would  be  at  least  something  like  retrench- 
ment in  this. 

Bnt  this  propoution  to  dis[>euse  with  the 
Commander-m-Chiet  has  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it,  either  on  the  score  of  improving  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  or  of  curtailing  its 
expenses.  Id  the  former  regard,  it  is  absolute 
disorganization,  as  far  as  it  goes.  In  the  latter 
it  is  the  YW3  worst  possible  retrenchment  oon- 
oeivable.  There  is  no  part  of  the  Army,  where 
yon  mi^t  not  save  an  equal  sum  of  money  with 
less  ii^jury  to  the  public  service.  Out  off  the  legs 
or  the  arms,  bnt  I  pray  yon  spare  the  head.  We 
were  informed  by  my  Mend  and  colleague,  the 
Churman  of  the  Kilitary  Committee,  the  other 
day,  that  the  proposed  change  would  save  an- 
nually not  more  than  two  or  three  thousand  dol* 
Ura,  Kow,  sir,  if  the  object  is  to  save  this 
smn,  cut  off  some  l^ee  or  four  Colonels,  soma 
six  or  eight  Captains,  or  some  twenty  or  tbir^ 
common  soldiers.  These  would  be  mrtMhnenta 
to  be  sore ;  but  they  would  not  materially  in- 
jure the  public  service  :  for  they  would  not 
deetroy  or  impair  tiie  organization  of  the  Army. 
Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  regard  this  bill  as  being 
positively  iignrions  on  the  score  of  organiza- 
tion ;  and  wholly  unworthy  of  condderation 
on  the  score  of  retrenchment  and  economy. 

Mr.  Bamset  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  negatived : 

"  Be  U  furtluT  macUd,  That,  as  aoon  »a  the  two 
cammiadoned  Brigadier  Genenls  shall  restgn,  die, 
or  be  diamisaed  from  the  mililair  service  of  tbe 
United  Stales,  no  appcdntment  shall  be  made  to 
supply  suoh  vacancy. 

Mr.  SirrTH,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  could 
not  assent  to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  3onth  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDuitie,)  that  tbe 
abolition  of  the  office  of  General-in-Ohief  would 
be  ininrious  to  the  organization  of  the  Army. 
Tbe  President  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  tlie 
Army  of  the  United  Btatea.  If  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  perform  their  duties  as  regards 
the  Army,  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  a  Com- 
manding General  residing  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment.  There  ought  to  be  no  other  Command- 
er-in-Chief than  the  President,  either  in  war 
or  peace.  The  Commanding  General  stationed 
at  the  Seat  of  Government  can  have  no  dalles 
assigned  to  him,  but  such  aa  properly  belong  to 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Ai]jn- 
tont  General,  or  an  Inspector  General. 

Does  experience  prove  that  any  auch  Generol- 
in-Ohie^  is  necessary  t    The  liomaDs  had  no 
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Oommander-iD-Ohlef  except  the  Dictator,  or 
the  Emperor.  Keither  darinK  the  Bepablio,  nor 
during  the  reiga  of  their  most  munilitflirj  Em- 
perors, vos  tbere  a  Oommander-in-Ohief  at  the 
Se&t  of  QovammeDt.  The  French,  daring  the 
war  of  the  RevolnUon,  had  no  Oommander-in- 
Ohief  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  when  Bona- 
parte was  in  Italy,  and  Moreaa  ia  Gterman;.* 
We  bad  no  General-in-Ohief  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  GoTemment  in  1SI4  and  '15  whec  Jackson 
and  Brown  were  achieving  the  trinniplia  of  the 
late  war.  We  had  no  General -in-Cliief  from 
1816  nntil  1821.  This  proves  that  the  office  is 
not  neceeaarr,  neither  in  peace  nor  in  war. 
The  oonntry  was  divided  into  two  di virions,  and 
a  H»or  General  commanded  the  troops  in  each 
division,  receiving  his  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

I  will  refer  the  gentleman  from  Boath  Caroli- 
na (Mr.  MoDuTriB)  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Oalhonn, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Army.  In  his  report 
on  that  snbjeot,  made  in  December,  I8S0,  he 
said ;  "It  is  believed  that  the  trae  principle 
of  organiiaUon  is,  that  mery  dUtinot  bratieh  of 
tA«  fiaff  ahoold  terminate  in  a  chie^  to  )>e  sta- 
tioned, at  least  la  peace,  near  the  Seat  of 
Government,  and  to  be  made  responMble  for 
its  condition.  It  is  thus  the  Government  may 
at  all  times  obtain  correct  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  army,  in  each  partioalar,  and 
be  enabled  to  introdnce  method,  order,  and 
economy,  in  its  disbnTsemeuts."  It  is  at  pres- 
ent, with  iligM  exceptions,  thna  organised,  Ac. 
His  plan  was  to  retain  two  M^^jor  Generals,  fonr 
Aids-de-Oamp,  foar  Brigadier  Generals,  fonr 
Aids-de-Oamp,  &&  It  thns  appears  not  to  have 
beeu  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Oalhonn,  that  a  Gener- 
al-in-Chiefj  residing  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
woH  essential  to  the  proper  organization  of  the 
army.  It  was  the  Btaff  Department,  as  the 
Qow^rmaster's  Department,  \hA  Parohaaing 
Department,  the  Subristence  Department,  the 
Medical  Department,  that  he  believed  shonld 
terminate  in  a  chie^  to  be  stationed  at  the  Beat 
of  Government. 

Where  shall  we  find  precedents  to  recommend 
this  organisation  of  the  army,  which  reqnires  a 
Cabinet  Commandcr>in-Chief  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  Government}  Is  it  in  the  example  of  the 
Dnke  of  York,  who  held  the  command  of  the 
British  army,  and  all  its  patronage  t  Or  is  it 
the  example  of  the  Doke  of  Wellingtcn,  who  is 
Prime  Minister,  commander  of  110,000  men, 
and  the  real  sovereign  of  Great  Britain  t  Sir,  I 
have  some  reason  for  being  of  opinion  that 
the  Eiecntive,  daring  the  late  war,  wanted  no 
such  office  as  that  of  General-in- Chief.  It  is  safest 
that  the  command  of  the  army  should  be  di- 
vided among  the  Generals,  and  that  it  should 
have  no  head  except  the  President,  who  is  also 
the  civil  head  of  the  Government  I  hope  if 
we  ever  shall  find  a  Cesar  in  the  army,  we 
shall  also  find  a  Fompey. 

It  has  been  urged  that  there  is  aNavy  Board 
to  assist  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the 
performance  of  his  daties,  and  that,  thereforCj 


tho^  shonld  be  a  General-in-Ohief.  It  may  be 
a  question  whether  the  law  eetablidiing  Am 
Navy  Board  has  not  too  much  circumscribed 
the  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  bat 
the  essential  aid  which  is  rendered  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  by  the  Navy  Comminim- 
ers,  is  rendered  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the 
heads  of  the  Army  Departments,  as  the  Qoar' 
(ermaster  General,  the  Commissary  Geoenl, 
the  Burgeon  General,  and  by  the  Commander 
of  Engineers,  and  by  the  Commander  of  Ord- 
nance— all  stationed  at  the  Seat  of  Oovenmient 
The  A4jotant  Cieneral,  nnder  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary,  will  order  troops  from  ODS 
division  to  another,  as  oironmstances  may  ra- 
qnire,  and  will  subscribe  the  orders  "By  the 
President,"  instead  of  "By  the  Commanding 
General."  There  can  be  no  occasion  for  an 
order  to  pass  through  grades  of  Generals  be- 
fore it  arrives  at  the  post  where  it  is  to  be 
carried  into  exeoation. 

The  gentieman  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Ur. 
MoDuftib)  has  said  that  we  will  save  onlf 
8,000  dollars  by  abolishing  the  office  of  M^M 
General.  How  doea  he  prove  this?  The  doe- 
nment  laid  on  onr  table  shows  that  the  pay  and 
allowances  to  this  officer,  and  the  extra  sllow- 
ances  to  his  aids,  may  amonnt  to  about  11,TOO 
dollars  per  annum.  Be  supposes  that  the  senior 
Brigadier  Genera]  will  he  ordered  to  the  Seat 
of  Government,  to  perform  those  servicea  wluch 
were  renderedbyGeneralBrown;  that  aOolcHul 
will  be  ordered  to  fill  tlie  place  of  that  Brigadier 
General,  and  command  a  division,  and  so  on. 
I  will  not  snppose  it  We  cannot  interfere  irilb 
the  President's  anthority  to  command  the  acmj; 
bnt  if  the  office  of  General-in-Chief  shall  be 
abolished  by  law,  I  presome  the  Preaiilent  vOl 
understand  that  it  is  not  expected  he  will  con- 
tinue it  in  fact.  I  presmne  that  he  will  adopt 
the  arrangemeut  which  existed  from  181B 
nntil  1821. 

As  to  the  military  advice  which  the  Secretoy 
of  War  reqnires,  he  has  near  him  General 
Macomb,  the  Chief  Engineer,  whose  otili^f 
would  not  be  increased  by  his  elevation  to  tn« 
office  of  M^or  General,  And  the  advioe  of  Uie 
Chief  of  the  Engineers  is,  in  the  present  etateof 
our  militarr  preparations,  precisely  the  military 
advice  which  will  be  moat  important  to  the 
Seoretarr  of  War  and  the  Fresidect 

Mr.  BiTosAifAN  said  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  CaTolin&  (Mr.  MoDurm.) 
That  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  say  that! 
had  niade  a  grand  discovery  when  I  found  out 
that  the  army  of  the  United  States  ou^t  to  b« 
left  without  a  head  in  time  of  peace.  He  bia 
also  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  principles 
which  I  advocated  would  result  in  atiohshing 
all  the  offices  io  the  army.  Indeed,  from  tbs 
tenor  of  his  observations,  it  might  be  snppoead 
that  I  had  expressed  a  deure  to  destroy  the 
whole  mihtary  establishment  of  the  country- 
horse,  foot,  and  dragoona. 

That  gentleman  has  not  only  done  me  \^p^ 
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tice  in  tbe  manner  he  has  Btoted  the  propodtioa 
vhioh  I  advocated,  bnt  he  has  drown  the  most 
Bmutoral  indthe  meet  illogical  inferenoea  from 
nr  irgtuaent. 

It  ii  well  known  that,  up  to  the  nnk  of 
Cokiael,  the  officers  have  a  right  to  be  regularly 
[iiHnoted.  Beyond  that  rank,  no  snch  right 
eiisU.  AC  that  point  regular  promotionB.  ao- 
ecrding  to  seniority,  cease.  Within  this  hmit^ 
1  bust  I  ahoold  be  one  of  the  last  men  in  this 
Home  who  nxinld  attempt  to  interfere.  I  shall 
*ier  hold  all  azisting  rights  of  the  officers 
Hored.  Bnt  what  is  the  case  above  the  rank 
of  Colonel  I  It  has  been  the  uniform  procdoe 
of  thia  Government  to  leave  the  discretion  of 
tlia  PreKident  unfettered,  and  to  allow  him  to 
nlect  general  offloera  from  the  mass  of  Che 
Amerlcui  people.  Why  has  this  practioe  pre- 
niledl  Ib  it  not  to  enable  the  President  to 
■elect  sach  men  to  fill  the  high  offices  of  tlie  army 
u  may  be  best  able  to  serve  their  conntryt  Onr 
pre«eiit  army  is  emphatically  a  peace  establish- 
ntenL  Its  present  orgaoizatton  never  was  in- 
tended for  a  state  of  war.  I  wish,  therefore,  to 
leive  every  avenne  open,  whioh  I  can  do  with 
t  proper  regard  to  the  existing  state  of  things, 
fix  the  purpose  of  enabliog  the  President,  in 
tlie  day  of  dan^r,  to  fill  the  high  offices  of  the 
may  with  efficient  oommanders.  And  yet  the 
gMtleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  bos  contended 
thit  m;  Bi^memt,  which  was  speoially  confined 
to  tbe  (Mea  of  Jtajoe  Genera^  would  equally 
■pply  to  officers  of  every  grade^  and  lead  to  tiie 
deitrnctioii  of  tbe  whole  army. 

The  case  of  General  Brown  will  strikingly 
Dliistrste  the  truth  of  the  proposition  for  whidli 
I  toatended.  He  was  a  great  military  man. 
Xunre  had  made  him  a  commander.  He  com- 
Esenoed  his  career  in  the  militia,  and  then  was 
■ppomt«d  a  General  in  the  servioe  of  the  ITniCed 
BtUes.  During  the  lost  war,  he  not  only  dis- 
tinguished himself,  bnt  he  distingniahed  his 
tennby.  Bnt  I  wonld  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Gonth  Carolina,  whether  General  Brown,  for 
J*tn  before  his  death,  would  have  been  fit  to 
take  the  command  of  the  army,  and  go  into 
Ktire  service?  Time  and  disease  hod  laii 
their  heavy  hands  upon  him,  and  had  rendered 
bim  wholly  nnable  to  take  the  field  against  an 
•umy.  Li  considering  this  subject^  we  should 
Deter  forget  that  the  present  army  is  emphati- 
illy  upon  a  peace  establishment ;  and  that,  by 
tbolishing  the  office  of  !Major  General,  when 
^Uiger  shall  threaten,  and  when  it  becomes 
ueresaaiy  toorgtutize  our  military  establisbinent 
for  1  state  of  war,  the  field  of  competjtion  for 
iIh  highest  office  in  it  will  be  left  entirely  open. 
The  I^eeident  may  then  select  tbe  most  capa- 
ble man  in  the  country  for  that  arduous  station, 
vhetber  ho  be  fbund  in  the  militia,  the  regidar 
«nnj,  or  among  the  private  citizens  of  oar 
Wffltry.  It  it  certam  he  ought  to  be  on 
effideut  man,  capable  of  rendering  his  oountry 
Krrke,  and  not  a  superannuated  officer. 
_  Bir,  1  propose  to  take  a  view  of  the  orgonizo- 
twD  of  our  army,  and  the  powers  of  the  di&r- 
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ent  de|Mirtments  of  command,  in  order  t«  show 
that  this  office  is  not  what  its  name  implies  to 
our  vague  and  uninformed  notions  of  it — the 
supreme  head  of  our  peace  establishment ;  that 
it  IS,  in  trntb,  a  useless  station.  We  have  a 
r«^lar  force  of  S,18fi  strong — M4  of  whioh  are 
oommissioned  officers — constituting  about  the 
llthpartof  the  whole.  This  force  is  diBtribnted 
among  89  or  40  posts,  at  no  one  of  which  is 
there  on  assemblage  large  enoi^h  to  constitute 
a  full  Brigadier's  command.  These  posts  are 
srranged,  and  the  army  divided  into  two  general 
commands,  whioh  are  designated  as  Qeographi- 
cal  Departments,  and  placed  under  the  two 
Brigadiers,  Scott  and  Games — to  whom  (laying 
out  of  view,  for  the  present,  the  Generu-in- 
Ohief)  the  Secretary  of  War  U  the  common 
head,  the  supreme  eouroe  of  authority.  The 
Secretary  of  War  bears  the  same  relation  of 
command  to  the  two  Geographical  Departments, 
which  the  General  be^  to  the  several  regi' 
ments  within  bisdepartment,  which  the  Oolond 
holds  towards  the  several  companies  of  his 
re^ment,  and  which  the  captain  maintains  to- 
wards the  several  filea  that  compose  his  com- 
pony.  This  succinct  view  of  the  lineal  com- 
mand of  the  whole  army,  and  of  its  divisions 
and  fiubdivisions,  shows  that  (independent  of  the 
office  of  U^or  General)  there  is  provided  in  the 
person  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  same  com- 
mon head  for  the  whole,  that  its  several  parts 
possess  in  their  respective  chieis.  Does  not 
this  exhibit,  in  those  respects,  a  oomplete  organ- 
ization }  But  it  is  sai^  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  not  the  authority  suitable  for,  and  ade- 
quate to  the  control  and  superintendence  of,  the 
Government  and  well-being  of  the  army;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  place  between 
him  and  the  army,  this  office  of  Geueral-in- 
Ohief,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Hamilton,)  "  its  detailSj  the  distribution 
of  its  parts,  its  discipline,  and  improvements." 

With  the  view  of  showing  that  tiiis  estimate 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  a  mistaken  one,  per- 
mit me  to  turn  your  attention  to  the  nature  and 
scope  of  his  functions.  By  the  constitution,  the 
President  is  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States.  '  In  the 
distribotion  of  tbe  powers  of  the  Eaeoutive 
through  the  several  Deportments  of  the  Cabinet, 
his  military  attributes  are  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secrctaryof  War.  The  act  creating  the 
Department  of  Wot,  declares,  that  its  Secretary 
"  shall  perform  and  execute  snch  duties  ss  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  enjoined  on,  or  entrusted 
to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  constitution,  relative  to  mili- 
tirj  oommissions,  or  to  the  land  forces,  or 
warlike  stores  of  the  United  States,  or  to  snch 
other  matters  respecting  military  affairs,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  assign,"  &o. 
Does  not  this  furnish  a  range  of  powers  unple 
enough  to  embrace  "  the  details,  distribution, 
discipline,  and  improvements  of  the  army,"  or 
any  thing  that  can  Call  within  the  sapwrieion 
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of  anpreme  anthority  over  a  peue  establiah- 
ment)  Whj,  sir,  the  lawe  created  and  placed 
In  immediate  rabservienej  and  regponaibuitj  to 
him,  a  corps  of  staff  offic^^  called  the  adminis- 
tratire  departments  of  the  armj,  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  enabling  the  Secretair  of  War  to  dis- 
charge that  verj  class  of  daties  whioh  the 
advocates  of  this  office  den;  hint  the  possession 
of.  There  is  one,  an  A^jntant  General,  who 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Bnrean  of  official  ooire- 
■pondence.  2.  A  Qnartermaster  General,  with 
Oommissariata,  for  the  purpose  of  administer- 
ing all  the  snpplies  of  clothing,  snbslBtenoe, 
qaartera,  transportation — in  fine,  all  the  facili- 
ties in  the  progress  and  conveniences  in  the 
location  of  troops.  8.  A  Pajmaster  General, 
whose  dnties  are  too  obvionsly  explained  by  the 
title,  without  reqairing  a  fiirther  definition.  4. 
A  Borgeon  General,  having  ch«^  of  whatever 
pertuns  te  the  conservation  of  the  health  of  the 
army,  G.  A  chief  of  ordnance,  for  the  con- 
straction,  procnrement,  diatribntion,  and  pres- 
ervation, of  all  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
6.  A  chief  of  Engineers,  to  condact  all  works 
and  operations  requiring  scientific  knowledge 
and  skill,  and  to  superintend  the  institutions 
established  by  the  mnnificence  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, for  instmction  In  military  science  and 
art.  And  in  describing  these  odminiatrative 
departments,  by  their  respective  chiefs,  I  mean 
to  inclnde,  in  the  same  chain  of  dependence  on 
the  Secretary  of  War,  their  nnmerous  subordi- 
nates.  It  is  also  important  to  add,  that  this 
control  over  them  h;  the  Secretary  is  eiclosive 
— that  the  law  keeps  them  aloof  from  the  an- 
thority  of  the  General-in-Ohief 

I  am  confident  that  this  general  aspect  of  onr 
military  o^anization  is  insnfficient  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  abundant  power 
in  the  contemplation  of  law,  by  his  own  act, 
and  through  the  agency  of  his  staff,  to  administer 
to  all  the  wants,  interests,  and  concerns  of  the 
army,  in  a  time  of  peace — from  the  conatmc- 
tloD  and  eqaipment  of  fortiScattons — irom  the 
inculcation  of  the  love  and  practice  of  tiie  most 
scientific  aiistmsities  of  the  mihtory  art,  to  the 
supplying  of  the  humblest  private  with  the  just 
weight  and  measare  of  his  doily  ration— to  the 
Secretary's  sign  manual  on  a  Staff  subaltern's 
furlough,  or  a  sutier's  license. 

Kow,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  office  of  Oeseral- 
in-Chief,  let  ns  examine  hia  duties ;  and  I  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  they  will  befoond,  in  a  time 
of  peace,  so  slight  in  number  and  importance, 
that  they  may  be  easily  transferred  to  other 
departments  of  command,  withoat  marring  the 

Smmetry  of  onr  military  system,  or  disturbing 
e  harmony  of  its  operations,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Sonih  Carolina  (Mr.  MoDoma)  ho 
much  deprecates. 

Ist.  In  the  distribntion  or  arrangement  of 
troops  to  stations.  The  issuing  of  orders  for 
this  purpose  devolves  on  the  General-in-Chief. 
But  there  ore  these  exceptions :  the  President 
is  to  designate  the  limits  of  the  geographical . 
or  d^artmeut  commands.     The  assent  of  the  ; 


Secretary  of  War  is  necessary  to  taubletht 
General-in-Chief  to  fix  the  costomary  Head 
Quarters  of  the  Department  Generals.  Tiw^ 
are  not  to  gairiBon  a  fort  until  its  comjJetMn 
and  inspection,  but  by  order  of  the  Seoetaiy 
of  War;  and  the  OBsignment  of  snbaltcni 
officers  to  ordnance  or  subsistence  serrioe,  ii 
only  to  be  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  <if 
War.  I  conceive,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  is  si 
well  qualified  to  peffonn  that  clow  of  dutica 
under  this  head,  which  now  bdonga  to  tbt 
Oeneral-in-Chie^  aa  those  which  devolve  np«o 
himself  What  is  requirate  to  enable  him  to  do 
HO  I '  A  knowledge  of  the  country — its  resourcci 
for  supply — its  avenues  of  communication— its 
defences — its  proximity  to  points  of  hostility— 
its  climate— the  character  of  the  troops— thor 
adaptation  to  the  region  in  which  they  are  to 
be  stationed,  on  the  score  of  health,  habits, 
efficiency — and  the  fitness  of  the  corps  for  the 
peculiar  service  of  the  station.  And  all  the 
necessary  facts  and  conaiderations  tsa  th«se 


Generals,  and  in  the  returns  and  remarks  of  the 
Quartermaster  and  Surgeon  Generals  and  the 
Engineers.  Assuredly,  the  Secretary  of  ¥ir 
must  be  supposed,  though  destitute  of  tacticil 
skill  and  experience  in  the  field,  abundantly 
competent,  under  all  tliis  advice  and  instiuctioii, 
under  the  consummate  skill,  science,  and  ex- 
perience of  his  staff,  to  determine  the  station  of 
6,000  men,  on  the  American  Hoil,  in  a  time  of 
peace.  Why,  sir,  it  is  ou  the  same  sonrces  and 
means  of  information  that  the  Qeneral-in-Obief 
himself  is  to  depend,  in  the  performance  of  the 
same  duty.  I  will  add,  that,  when  the  posts 
become  fixed,  {as  they  Ore  at  present,)  IheGeu- 
erol-in-Chief  hss  but  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  the  arrangement  of  troops,  as  the  matribu- 
tion  of  the  recruits  devolves  upon  the  A(lJutaDt 
General,  who,  under  advice  with  the  supena- 
tendent  of  recruits,  arranges  all  those  enlisted  at 
a  principal  depot  to  the  various  r^menlal  and 
other  commands. 

2d.  The  inspection  of  troops.  This  is  done— 
1.  By  the  Department  Oenerals  once  in  two 
years.  2.  By  the  Inspector  Generals,  as  the 
General-in-C&ief  shall  direct.  S.  And  extra 
inspections  shall  be  taken  by  the  Department 
Generals,  whenever  the  Secretary  of  Wsr,  or 
the  GeneraI-in<Chiefj  shall  order.  The  power 
of  the  Oeneral-in-Ohief^  nnder  this  head,  la  to 
control  the  Inspector  Generals,  as  to  time,&a., 
and  co-ordinately  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
order  special  department  innpeotions.  J  presume 
that  the  Inspector  Generals  have  reduced  llieir 
duties  to  a  system ;  they  are  at  least  susceptiUe 
of  it.  In  that  case  the  power  of  the  M^or  Gen- 
eral to  direct  him  is  purely  nominal,  and  of 
conrse  it  will  not  be  denied,  con  be  changed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  wiliont 
increasing  materially,  the  labors  of  the  latter, 
or  lessening,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  amount 
of  professional  ability  employed.     Sniely  the 
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woBb  trath  aad  precisioiL  when  placed  like 
tba  Qairternmter  Qenerel  in  imraediAte  de- 
pgpdeuM  on  the  Seeretarj  of  W&r,  M  when 
itiiidiiig  in  the  inferior  reUtion  of  an  attach^ 
to iLeQeneral-in-Ohief.  As  to  special  inspec- 
tiau  b^  the  Departanent  Generals,  under  the 
grder  oC  Qie  Geaeral-in-Obief  or  Secretar?  of 
¥ir,  the;  are  Mldom,  if  ever,  reeorted  to.  A 
MrtMnhip  in  a  prerogativej  whose  eiercise  is 
btrelj  problenuttical,  w  an  inadequate  indnce- 
iKiit,  niralf,  for  retaining  this  office.  Why 
Mt  leare  it  ezclnidTelf  where  it  ie  placed  oo- 
m^aatdj,  in  Qie  handa  of  the  Becretarj  of 
Wirt 

Sd.  Beorniting  troops.  The  Oeneral-in-Ohief 
JMgnstea  the  reeroiting  gronnda.  He  appoints 
lbs  TsemitiDg  officers,  and  the  mperintendeiit, 
lo  whom  those  ofBoers  are  to  report  and  be 
KaponmUe ;  and  his  eipress  order  is  reqniajte 
for  the  purpoM  of  ^nliaMng  any  one  prohibited 
19  (he  nneral  regulations  of  the  annj-,  as 
dniikir&,  persons  diseased,  and  foreigners. 
icMiding  to  tbe  witiioritr  on  which  I  prinoi- 
mQj  reljr,  Qie  annj  r^olatdons,  there  seems  to 
M  ulotted  to  this  hnnible  bnuch  of  the  eerrioa 
BOie  of  the  acta  of  the  General-in-OhiBf|  than 
lo«ii;ottierof  tJhepeaoe  establisiunent.  And 
M  one  will  deny  that  It  stands  less  in  need  of 
(be  high  qnalitiet  of  tlia  militarf  art  Is  it  not 
inposterona  to  retain  this  exalted  and  ezpen- 
in  nnk  to  do  that  wliich,  on  a  just  scale  of 
Kxnplratire  importance  between  tbe  ^ent 
nd  the  object,  oonid  be  much  better  given  to 
Uu  hnmblest  command  in  the  arm j  t  But  let 
tbeie  dntiea  be  performed  bj  the  Adjutant 
OtDMaL  To  him  it  now  beloDgs  to  distribate 
tbe  reemitH  to  tlte  several  commands,  and  the 
Radne  of  tiiis  speaea  of  servioe  may,  with  pe- 
cditr  fitneaa  and  ccmgntUy,  be  placed  in  the 


Gtb.  Paying  tbe  army. 

■til.  The  Medical  Department.  In  relation 
to  iH  these,  it  is  snffirient  to  aay,  that  the  Gen- 
ml-in-CMef  has  no  specific  anthority.  Trae, 
tbtre  is  a  general  regolation  that  rec[tiires  his 
if^batjon  to  a  requisition  for  ordnance.  Bnt 
it  \t  ilso  true  that  it  is  dispensed  with,  if  at- 
Itaded  with  BQch  delay  aa  will  prodnce  incon- 
naienee  or  danger.  And  the  Secretary  of 
V«  can  antltorize  a  Qeneral,  or  field  officer, 
bning  a  command,  to  draw  on  the  Ordnance 
Depsrtment  at  his  discretion. 

ith.  The  instractions  and  scientific  opera- 
twtt  of  the  anny.  With  these  the  General-in- 
CLief  has  aa  little  to  do  as  with  the  supplies. 
Tbe  eogineeTS  proper  and  topographiceJ,  and 
iba  militar^r  academy  at  West  Pomt,  are  ez- 
oapted  from  the  general  army  command ;  and 
ttirai^  the  chief  of  endneers  fall  directly  un- 
der tbe  control  of  the  War  Department.  The 
tAofi  of  artillery  practics  at  Fortress  Uonroe 
Vol.  X.— is 


has  a  like  privilege.  It  is  nnder  the  direction 
of  the  Se<n«tary  of  War,  with  whom  its  corre- 
spondence is  CBiTied  on,  tbrongh  the  A^Jntaot 
OeneraL  And  the  eminence  of  his  station 
places  the  Qeneral-In-Ohief  at  as  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  supervision  of  the  drill  of  the 
camp,  BB  those  regnlations  I  have  mentioned 
do  from  the  higher  branches  of  military  emdi- 
tion.  The  drill  and  discipline  of  the  camp  Mis 
under  the  charge  of  those  snbaltema  who  are 
qualified  for  the  task,  by  a  complete  and 
splendid  professional  education,  bestowed  npoo. 
them  at  the  national  expense.  They  are  other- 
wise provided  for  by  the  War  Department,  in 
the  general  dissemination  and  freqnent  reviuons 
of  the  system  of  tactios.  So  that  circmnstances 
do  not  require  that  of  onr  6enera]-in-0hieC 
which,  perhaps,  they  did  of  the  celebrated  and 
eocentxic  Sonwaroff,  who  is  described  by  a  no- 
ble bard,  as 


Oor  army  is  regulated  by  a  system,  as  every 
institution  of  oorreAponding  size  and  oompleiity 
mnat  be,  to  be  well  regnlatad— a  system  that 
prescribes  to  every  fonotionary,  every  individ- 
ual, his  appropriate  sphere  of  duty,  and  speci- 
fies the  nunntest  detail  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision. In  peace,  when  the  aff^rs  of  tbe  army 
are  uniform  and  unchanging,  rare  indeed  are 
the  occasions  that  call  upon  its  executive  head 
for  the  exercise  of  discretionary  powers. 
Hence  the  inutility  of  retaining  the  General-in- 
Ohief  as  an  adviser  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
In  that  capacity  his  usefulness  has  been  ad- 
vocated on  this  floor,  on  the  gronnd  that  he 
must  be  a  man,  "  who,  by  experience,  under- 
stands the  wants,  and  hj  sympathy,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  army."  Bir,  if  the  system  is  im- 
perfect let  it  be  remodelled  by  the  power  that 
created  it  the  Department  of  War.  If  it  is 
violated,  let  the  ixfenoe  be  inmiahed  by  the 
military  judidary.  This  will  seonre  a  more 
eqno!  and  jnst  administration  over  the  "  wants  " 
and  interests  of  the  army,  than  if  left  to  the 
"experience  and  sympatniee"  of  an  ofBoer, 
whose  discretion  is  liable,  at  least,  to  degene- 
rate into  caprice  or  favoritism. 

This  review  of  the  dntiea  of  Genera!-in-Ohie^ 
Ur.  Speaker,  does  not  contemplate  a  state  of  war. 
In  the  field,  I  am  aware,  he  becomes  the  source 
and  regulator,  the  animating  soul  and  inform- 
ing head,  of  the  moat  important  operations; 
but  those  operations  belong  solely  to  a  period  of 
hostilities.  In  that  sphere  he  revolves,  a  star 
of  the  first  magnitude.  But  removed  from  ft 
to  the  Sent  of  Government,  thrown  into  over- 
shading  contiguity  with  that  greater  repository 
of  power,  the  war  Department,  and  he  is  "  shorn 
of  his  beams  " — he  dwindles  to  a  satellite. 

Bat  we  are  told  that  we  must  retain  this 
office,  so  as  lo  keep  on  hand,  in  readiness  for 
the  event  of  war,  a  General-in-Ohie^  p 
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eiperieace  and  akiU.  WhoneTer  war  occore  in 
tills  conntrj,  it  most  be  after  long  interrale  of 
peace,  and  the  probability  is,  that  theae  periods 
of  official  indolence  will  soTTiTe  the  prime  of 
manhood,  and  the  vigor  of  intellectual  and 
physical  powers,  whuSi  the  Geoeral-in-Ohief 
may  possess  on  his  aasnming  this  office — and 
that  he  will  be  found,  at  the  moment  of  active 
dntj,  totterioK  on  the  cratch  of  decrepitude; 
or,  what  will  DO  tnach  worse  for  the  service, 
not  so  far  advanced  in  the  imbecility  of  old  age 
(for  then  he  might  be  laid  on  the  shel^  and  his 
place  supplied  by  another)  bnt  belon^jf  to  its 
"disastroas  twilight,"  when  he  is  ambitions  to 
act,  but  iuadegoato  to  perform,  at  the  some 
time  is  not  willing  to  resign,  and  not  subject  to 
be  dismissed,  dis^pointing  the  hopes  and  sal- 
lying the  feme  of  his  coantry,  by  spending 
campaign  after  campaign  in  the  vain  process  of 
being  aoont  to  do  what  he  never  accomplishes. 
This,  sir,  is  a  historical,  not  a  fancy  sketch.  It 
points  to  iooidenta  in  onr  late  war,  that  we 
should  learn  wisdom  from,  as  from  the  warning 
lessons  of  experience.  But^  sir,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  military  qualifications  of  an  offi- 
cer are  to  be  preserved  by  placing  him  in  a  sta- 
tion, where  he  has  nothing  to  do  of  a  military 
nature,  where  he  is  pampered  with  a  salary  in- 
ferior to  but  one  in  your  Government — wilb 
his  head-qnarters  fixed  at  the  head-quarters  of 
fiuhion  and  politics,  and  dancing  attendance 
at  conrt,  until  his  nostrils  forget  the  smell  of 
"  villainoDS  saltpetre."  8ach  a  statfi  of  things, 
mr,  is  more  fatal  to  soldiership,  than  was  Cam- 
poa  to  Hannibal  and  his  army.  Sir,  let  ns  leave 
this  ofttce  to  be  created  and  filled  when  the  oc- 
casion reqoirea.  Let  ns  leave  to  the  wisdom 
and  reeonrces  of  the  crisis,  the  opportunity  of 
operating  upon  its  own  destiny.  Instead  of 
appointing  a  General-in-Chle^  at  such  an  in- 
definite period  beforehand,  to  lie  the  command- 
er, at  all  events,  and  nnder  ell  hazards  of  in- 
firmity and  incapacity,  that  meanwhile  he  is 
liable  to  from  time  &om  disease,  and  habits 
of  indolence;  let  as  leave  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  that  day,  the  inestimable  privilege  of 
seleoting  for  the  Koardienship  of  uie  national 
glory  and  safety,  t£e  best  talents  that  the  army 
st  the  time  can  ftimi^  or,  indeed,  the  country 
at  lai^ :  for  an  individual  may  be  found  In  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  (I  need  not  t«ll  the  House 
tbere  has  been  sanh  an  instance,)  pre-eminently 
^fl«d  by  nature  with  the  high  qualities  of  mil- 
itary oommaad,  snperior  to  aU  uiat  the  drill  of 
tlie  camp  or  iha  black  board  of  yonr  academy 
can  confer. 

Sir,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  shown  that 
too  exclusive  a  dependence  was  placed  on  the 
army,  whenever  we  contemplated  a  state  of 
war ;  that,  after  onr  fortifications  and  other 
strongholds  are  garrisoned  by  regular  troops, 
the  most  safe  and  compatible  defence  for  a  na- 
tion, possessed  of  free  institntions,  and  adverse 
to  conqaest,  is  her  militia;  in  the  improvement 
of  which,  much  of  the  treasure  which  we  now 
lavish  on  the  army,  and  ednoation  acquired  at 


the  national  expense,  which  is  now  buried  in 
the  camp,  might  be  most  profitably  applied. 
The  present  wretohed  and  inefficient  ^te  of 
our  roilitia  is  a  subject  that  calls,  jUmost  in  the 
language  of  reproach,  for  the  legislation  of  Ckin- 
gress.  But  I  forbear ;  I  have  already  eit«nded 
this  discussion  beyond  its  proper  limit.  I  wiU 
conclude  with  the  opinion  that  this  office  is  ut- 
terly useless ;  that  its  continuance  is  a  violation 
of  &a.t  fundamental  principle  on  which  all  &ee 
and  beneficent  Governments  are  admimstered, 
that  of  rendering  their  benefits  fully  and  efiec- 
tuslly  at  the  least  avoidable  expense ;  and  that 
this  limit  transgressed,  Government  becomes, 
in  that  respect,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  a 
burthen ;  its  powers  abused,  its  people  op- 
Mr.  MooBK,  of  Alabama,  now  demanded  M» 
previous  question,  and  the  demand  was  ans- 
tained  by  the  Hoose ;  and,  on  the  mun  ques- 
tion, of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading, 

Ur.  WiLUAUB  demanded  the  yeas  and  ni^^ 
which  being  taken,  stood  as  follows : 

TxAS. — MeMTS.  Addanw,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ta^ 
Alston,  Anderson  of  Halus,  Armstrong,  Batber  of 
Conn.,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Baninger,  Bell,  Blur,  Blitc, 
Brent,  Broffo,  Buchuian,  Bucbner,  Back,  CaiMn, 
C««er,  Chirton,  CUuborne,  Gkrk  of  New  York,  ClaA 
of  Kentucky,  Coudlct,  Couner,  Coulter,  Creiglitaii, 
Crockett,  Gulpeper,  Damsl,  Davenport  of  Tirgiiui, 
Davis  of  Mass.,  Deaba,  Dwight,  Earll,  Findlay,  Fiord 
of  TicgliiiB,  Forirard,  Fry,  OUmer,  Green,  Haitr, 
Hallock,  Hall,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Healy,  Hobbie, Hodg- 
es, HoShian,  IngersoD,  Isat^a,  Johnson,  Johns, 
EiDg,  EJemer,  Lecompte,  Lea,  Letcher,  Little,  U'- 
ingaton,  Long,  Lyon,  lti.ri,ble,  Martiadale,  KiivtU, 
HcCoy,  HcSatlon,  HclDtire,  Merwin,  Hetcalie, 
HitoheU  of  Pa.,  MitcheU  of  B.  0.,  HitcheU  of  Tenn, 
Uoore  of  Ky.,  Moore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Fienon, 
Polk,  Riplflj,  Hoane,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Shepperd, 
Smyth  of  Virginia,  Sprigg,  Stanberry,  Stevenson  of 
Ps.,  SCerigere,  Stover,  Svann,  Swift,  Sntheriand, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Treivant,  Tudcer  of  N,  J., 
Tucker  of  S.  0,,  Tnmer,  Varnmu,  Weena,  Whittle- 
sey, Williams,  John  J.  Wood,  Silas  Wood,  WoU; 
Tancay~106. 

"Nats. — Jfessrs.  Allen  of  Mass.,  Anderson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Barker,  Barlow, 
Barnard,  Barney,  Bartley,  Bates  of  Haffl.,  Bates  of 
Uissoori,  Beocher,  Beldeu,  Brynn,  Banner,  Borget, 
Crownlnshleld,  Do  Gtaif,  Dickinson^  Drayton,  Bret- 
ett,  Floyd  of  Georgia,  Fort,  Gale,  OaraBey,  Oarrow, 
GoHiam,  Ourlev,  Holmes,  finnt,  Keese,  Lawrence, 
LeIBer,'  Locke,  Lumpkin,  Mallary,  Hark^  Uardn, 
Marvin,  Maynard,  HoDnlBe,  MeLean,  Hercer,  Miner, 
Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Pearee,  Plant,  BainBey,  Reed, 
Sergeant,  Sloaue,  Smith  of  Indiuut,  Btawart,  Stoni, 
Strong,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompeon  of  New  Jersey, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Verp^ck,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward, 
WashingtoQ,  Whipple,  Wilde,  Wilson  of  Fennijl- 
vania.  Woodcock,  Wright  of  New  York,  Wri^t 
of  Ohio— 73. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tot  a 

third  reading. 
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FiHDAT,  May  16. 
AmouU  on  tA«  iYMtdmf «  Seoretary. 

Hr.  McDcTFtB,  trwn  Qie  Select  Oommittee, 
to  Thom  was  referred  the  Uessage  of  the  Pres- 
ideat  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  an  aa- 
Holt  committed  on  his  Private  Seoretai?,  nude 
Ibe  following  report : 

"Immediately  after  tbeir  appofntment,  tbe  oom- 
duKm  proceaded  to  the  iaTealiKaUOD  of  the  lubject 
Klemd  to  tbem,  Thej  aacertuaed,  from  the  letter 
of  Hr.  Rsvel  JstvIb,  referred  to  them  bj  the  House, 
ud  from  the  statement  of  Hr.  Joba  Adami,  the  pri. 
nle  Kcretarj  of  the  Freadeot,  that  ta  BMault  was 
toamutted  by  the  former  apon  the  peraon  of  the 
luter,  in  the  ratuudo  of  the  Capitoi,  immediately 
ilUt  hB  had  deliTered  a  message  fntta  the  Fremdent 
U  UiB  Bonae  of  Rein^seautiTea,  aod  while  he  was 
jaoeeediag,  irith  anbther  measage,  ttom  the  Preai- 
ina,  to  tbs  Senate.  At  thia  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ilg,  a  preliminary  qaestion  aroae  with  the  commit- 
Ih  whether  they  ahould  report  to  tbe  Hoose  rim- 
plr  the  bet  that  the  asaault  had  been  committed, 
Tlih  a  Ttew  to  an  examination  at  the  bar  of  the 
HoaM  of  tbe  paxt;  implicated,  and  all  tbe  witnesaea 
Sa  lad  against  him,  or  whether  the  committee 
iboild  lake  upon  themaelTaa  the  raaponaibiUty  of 
going  Into  a  fall  eiaminalion  of  th«  whole  caae,  and 
rfncoamwDdiiig,  aa  the  leaolt  of  their  jndgneDt, 
IBM  ill  the  facta  and  dreimMtauoea,  the  Imal  couiae 
vkieh  Ibey  might  deem  it  expedient  for  the  Honae 
to  jnrane.  Tba  former  mode  of  proceeding  would 
bare  been,  perhapa,  the  more  atnctly  oonfonnable 
lo  PirlianwQtary  naage  and  precedent ;  bat  the  un- 
iT^diMa  interfereDce  with  the  diacbarge  of  ita  or- 
duaij  l^iilatiTe  datiea,  wbioh  woold  have  resulted 
fan  in  examlnalion  liefore  the  Hoose,  cooatitDled, 
!i  tbe  opnion  of  the  committee,  ao  atrong  an  ob- 
JMion  to  that  coarse  of  proceeding,  that  they 
naniaioDily  determined  to  examine  aU  the  vitnesa- 
Mt  sad  to  repMt  the  &cta  to  the  Honae,  with  their 


Had,  ud  having  granted  bim  tha  privilege  of  ap- 
|*uiag  by  cooud.  It  ia  here  proper  that  the  com* 
■ittte  ifaODld  aay  a  feir  words  in  explanation  of  the 
Utj  vhioh  hu  oocorced  in  Uiia  examination.  Af- 
ta  MBe  eoD^derable  progress  had  been  made  in  it, 
Ki.  Jsnia  made  aa  application  to  the  committee  for 
Inre  to  examine  by  comnuasion,  certain  petaona  in 
<k  dlT  of  Boaton.  The  committee  did  not  feel 
Iktaudvea  warranted,  nnder  existing  cireamatances, 
laRfiwethiareqaest.  A  eommisalon  was  accord- 
istir  mnsmitted  to  take  the  examination  bj  wiit- 
lis  mttmtntariea,  which  waa  not  returned  unUl 
WTMoenlly. 
"The  nmimittee  will  now  proceed  to  exhibit  a 
iftMunmary  of  the  evidence,  the  whole  of  which, 
detail,  ia  annexed  to  thia  report. 
"Tha  materia)  Act,  that  Hr.  Jarria  committed  an 
«d1i  upon  tlie  private  secretary  of  tbe  President, 
■Ike  rotondo  of  the  Capitol,  immediatalj  after  he 
U  deGrered  a  message  from  the  President  to  the 
WW  of  Represeniativea,  is  ciearij  established. 
H^  it  ia  distinctlT  admitted  b;  Hr.  Jarria.  It 
"■iso  establiahed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commit' 
*w,  thii  Hr.  Jarvis  knew  ttiat  the  private  secretary 
il  ihe  Prerident  had  delivered  a  message  to  the 
™>e  of  Repreaenlalives  immediately  before  the 
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assault  was  committed.  Hi.  Jarvia,  it  appear*,  waa 
in  the  Bouse  when  the  meaiage  waa  delivered,  and 
immediately  followed  after  Hr.  Adama,  aa  be  re- 
tired from  the  House.  There  il  some  discrepancy 
in  tbe  teatimooy  aa  to  the  nature  of  the  assault ;  bu^ 
in  the  view  taken  b;  tlie  eoffimiltee,  it  iswhoUv  im> 
material  to  the  question  which  growa  out  of  the 
transaction,  tonching  the  dignity  and  privileges  of 
the  House. 

"In  the  letter  of  Hr.  Jarvis,  he  stated,  ai  the 
provocation  by  which  he  iiad  been  prompted  to 
commit  the  assault  upon  Hr.  Adama,  certain  offens- 
ive and  insulting  language  uaed  by  the  latter,  in  tha 
bouse  of  the  Freeident,  at  a  levee,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  wife  of  Hr.  Jarria  and  other  fa- 
male  friends  and  relatives,  who  attended  tha  levee 
under  liig  protection. 

"  Hr.  Adams  submitted  a  coonteT^talement,  dif- 
fering in  several  particolan  fbom  that  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Hr.  Jarvis,  and  several  witnesses  were 
therefore  examined  with  a  view  of  asoertalning  the 
true  character  of  the  occnrrences  at  the  levee  of  tbe 
President.  The  committee  believe  it  Isnot  diffieolt 
to  reconcile  the  apparent  contradictions  in  the  tes- 
timony of  the  several  witneaaea  relative  to  thia 
branch  of  the  case.  The  material  facts  can  be 
BatisfiKtorilj  made  oat  witbont  involving  any  Im- 
putation upon  tile  veracity  of  any  of  the  witnesses. 
It  is  proved  by  those  on  both  sides,  and,  indeed,  by 
tbe  admisdon  of  Hr.  Adams,  that  he  did  use  lan- 
guage caletdaled.  If  overheard,  to  insult  Hr.  Jarvis. 
ft  is  alao  proved,  to  the  salis&ction  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  Hrs.  Cordis,  the  mother  of  Urs.  Jarvis,  waa 
very  near  to  Hr.  Adams  when  he  made  use  of  the 
offensive  language,  and  that  she,  as  weU  aa  otiier 
persons  of  the  party  who  accompanied  Hr.  Jarria, 
heard  It  with  some  i^atinctness.  It  also  appeara 
that  the  ladies  who  accompanied  Hr.  Jarvis  inter- 
preted the  language  of  Hr.  Adamsasan  insult  offered 
to  tbe  whole  party,  and  it  seems  that  Hr.  Jarvia 
acted  throughout  the  whole  of  tbe  traQsactioii  under 
the  same  impression.  On  tbe  contrary,  it  is  stated 
by  Hr.  Adams  and  Hr.  Stetson,  that  Mr.  Adams  did 
not  use  the  offenrive  language  relative  to  Mr.  Jar- 
vis, with  a  view  of  Injuriug  the  feetiogt  of  the  ladies 
who  aBcomparded  him,  nor.  Indeed,  with  a  knowl- 
edge that  it  was  overheard  by  them.  Ihe  fact, 
however,  appears  to  be  indisputable,  ttiat  so  much 
of  that  language  waa  beard  by  Hrs.  Cordis  and  Hr. 
Dexter  aa  induced  the  party,  and  particularlv  tbe 
female  friends  who  accompaided  Mr.  Jarria,  to  leave 
the  President's  House  as  soon  as  poesible,  under  the 
idea  that  they  had  been  Insulted. 

"  Upon  a  riew  of  all  the  clroumstsncea,  tbe 
committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  assault  com- 
mitted by  Hr.  Jarvis  upon  the  private  Secretary  of 
the  Fresldent,  whatever  may  have  been  the  causes 
of  provocation,  was  an  act  done  in  contempt  of  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  this  House,  involring  not 
only  a  rioiaUon  of  its  own  peculiar  privileges,  but 
of  the  Immonlty  which  it  is  bound,  upon  every  prin- 
ciple, to  guaranty  to  the  person  selected  by  the 
President  as  tbe  organ  of  his  olOcial  communications 
to  Congress.  It  ia  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  official  interconrse  between  the  President  and 
the  Le^taUve  department  should  not  be  liable  to 
interruption.  The  proceedings  of  Congreas  could 
effoetuslly  arrested  by  preventing  the 
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timu  aBsentUU;  caniiected  with  the  Iigiilation  of 

the  ooimtry. 

"In  the  oa«eimderooniIdemti(m,thePrint«SM- 
i«Ui7,  After  hkTing  delivared  »  ne«Hge  firom  the 
PniideDt,  wu  Id  the  w>t  of  re^riog,  and  almost 
vithiD  the  rerj  verge  of  tbU  Hill,  when  the  BBsantt 
was  committed  npon  him.    The  House  wai  in  aea- 


conceded  to  him  En 

SiedIiti«partInKtliepn)eeediDrioflh«HonM.  If 
I  BepresentatiTM  «f  the  peo^  nave  not  the  power 
to  poDUh  an  atsaoit  committed  under  these  drcum- 
stanees,  then  are  the;  destitale  of  a  power  which 
belongs  to  the  most  inferior  judiciai  trihnnal  in  the 
coontr]'.  The  power  of  pmiishing  for  contempU  ts 
not  peculiar  to  the  oomnoalawof  En^snd.  It  be- 
longs esseatiallj  to  even  jodioial  tribmial  and  sTcr; 
legulativa  l>odj.  The  English  law  at  contamptg,  u 
■ueh,  has  not,  anielT,  the  slighteat  Mithorit]'  in  the 
8uiff«me  Conrt  of  the  United  States;  jrettlie  power 
of  that  court  to  Tindioate  its  dignity  and  preserre  its 
Offloers  from  oatrage  during  its  seaaion,  will  scarcely 
be  qnesdoned.  In  like  msnner,  though  the  paxlia- 
Rientary  law  of  EnslaDd,  as  saoh,  can  bare  no  au- 
thority here;  yet  m  the  legislative  bodies  In  the 
Uolon  habitually  act  upon  its  rules. 

"Tbe  power  in  questiongrowsout  of  the  great  law 
of  self-preservation.      It  is  no  doubt  very  liable  '" 


a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  maintain  the  existence  of  this  power, 
as  an  essential  means  of  vindicating  the  dignity  and 
privileges  of  the  House,  thej  are  clearly  of  the  opin- 
ion thftt  it  ought  never  to  be  exercised,  except  in 
oases  of  strong  necessity ;  and  that  the  pnniahmeiit 
inflicted  under  it  ought  uevtr  to  be  carried  fsrtber 
than  shall  be  absolutely  and  imperiously  required  by 
the  existing  emergency. 

"  In  the  present  case,  though  they  think  tbe  oon- 
dnet  of  Mr.  Jarvis  obnoxious  to  the  cenaure  of  the 
Bouse,  yet  they  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  was 
oonsdons  at  the  time  of  committhig  the  assault  that 
he  was  offering  a  contempt  to  its  anthoriCy,  Ee 
disel^ms,  indeed,  any  such  intention.  And  as  the 
committee  are  aware  that  many  penons,  for  whose 
ojHnions  they  have  very  great  respect,  entertsin  the 
belief  that  the  assault  ia  questioa  was  not  a  violation 
of  any  privilege  of  the  House,  they  think  they  are 
raqnired  by  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  iodnlgence 
lo  which  this  power  should  always  be  exercised,  to 
give  Hr.  Juvis  the  beaeSt  of  the  most  favorable 
presumption,  as  to  his  views  and  intentions,  toach- 
uig  the  rizbts  aud  privilGgeH  in  question. 

"  Thev  therefore  reoomniend  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Eoose  the  following  resolutions.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  there 
was  bat  a  bare  m^ority  of  tie  comnutlee  in  fkvor 
of  the  first  resolution,  the  minority  entertaining  the 
belief  that  the  House  possess  no  power  touching  the 
premises;  and  that  there  was  bat  a  bare  majority  of 
tbe  committee  in  favor  of  the  second  resolution,  the 
minority  behaving  that  it  was  eipe^ent  to  vindi- 
cate the  dignity  of  the  Hoose  by  inOicting  some  pun- 
ishment for  tlie  violatioD  of  its  privileges : 
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"JUtolvtd,  That  the  assault  committed  byBusel 
Jarvis  on  the  peraon  of  John  Aduna,  the  private 
secretary  of  tbe  Preddent,  in  tlie  rotundo  of  Uie 
Caintol,  immediately  after  tiie  said  John  Adams  had 
delivered  a  message  from  the  Preddeot  to  the 
HooBS  of  Representatives,  and  while  he  was  in  the 
act  of  retiring  from  it,  was  a  viotation  of  privilege 
vhichmerits  tbe  censure  of  this  House. 

"  JUtoletd,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  have  mi; 
further  proceedings  in  this  case." 


Mf.  P.  P.  Basbovb,  itom  the  s 

tee,  made  the  fbllowiug  report : 

"The  minority  of  tbe  Select  Committee,  to  whidi 
was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  in  rela- 
tion to  an  assault  committed  by  Kiusel  Jarvis  npon 
his  private  secretory,  whilst  they  concur  with  tlie 
majority  in  the  residts  wMcfa  tbey  report  of  the  ev- 
idence, and  also  in  the  expression  of  their  dissniro- 
bation  of  the  assault,  in  reference  to  the  time  when, 
and  the  ^lace  where,it  wag  committed,  bee  leave  to 
state  tbeir  decided  and  naqnaUfieddisBentmiDitliBt 
resolution  of  the  report  which  affirms  the  power  of 
this  House  to  punish  the  assault  in  questleo  as  be- 
ing a  breach  of  privilege  and  a  contempt,  and  to 
present  a  condensed  view  of  tbe  reasons  whicb  have 
conducted  them  to  this  conclusion.  This  power,  if 
It  exist,  must  rest  for  its  support  upon  that  doctnne 
of  privilege  which  is  said  to  be  cstabUsbed  by  tbe 
law  and  onstom  of  Parliament,  a  doctrine  which,  in 
their  estimation,  is  as  iacompaUble  with  the  genius 
of  our  people  and  the  principles  of  our  Government 
as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  Individual  rights  of  tbe  cit- 
izen. In  proof  of  thia,  they  propose  to  lake  a  brief 
review  of  its  origin  and  proereas,  as  also  of  its 
practical  amplication,  in  that  delibentiTe  assembly, 
which  is  generoll;  rcsarded  by  those  who  assert  tbe 
power,  as  the  source  whence  precedents  are  to  be 
derived  illustrative  of  the  proper  occasion  for  its 
exercise.  It  is  aud  by  ■  c^brated  writer  upon  the 
subject  that  the  law  of  Parliament  is  to  be  songht 
after  by  all,  is  unknown  only  to  a  few ;  that  it  is  to 
be  learned  oat  of  the  rolls  of  Parliament  and  other 
records,  and  by  precedents  and  continual  experience ; 
'  that  the  maxima  upon  which  tbey  proceed,  togeth- 
er with  the  method  of  proceeding,  rest  entirely  in 
the  breast  of  Parliament  itself^  aud  are  not  doGned 
and  ascertained  by  any  particular  stated  law  ;'  and 
again,  that  the  ^guity  and  independenEc  of  the  two 
houses  are,  in  a  great  measure,  preserved  by  keep- 
ing their  pririleges  indefinite.  Thus  it  appeora, 
from  tbe  nature  of  this  Parliamentary  law  and  these 
Farltameatary  privilegea,  tbat  tbey  are  incompatible 
with  tbe  principles  of  our  Qovemment  and  against 
the  dictates  of  justice ;  nothing  can,  without  a  sole- 
cism in  language,  be  called  a  law,  but  some  rule  of 
action  which  ia  published  (o  those  who  are  to  be  ef- 
fected by  it,  whilst  it  is  seen  that  the  law  of  Forlia- 
ment,  so  miscalled,  ia  locked  up  in  their  own  bo- 
soms ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  unjust  than  to 
puuLBh  an  individual  for  any  offence  agunst  those 
privileges,  the  nature  and  character  of  which,  being 
indefinite,  are  utterly  unknown,  and  which  only  be- 
come known  as  particular  cases  occur,  thus  making; 
the  infliction  of  punishment  the  Gist  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  the  rule  under  whicb  it  is  inflicted.  The 
impropriety  of  such  a  course,  which  is  apparent, 
upon  the  great  principles  of  right  and  wrong,  is 
strongly  enforced  by  a  reference  to  the  9th  section 
of  the  Ist  artide  of  the  constitution,  wMch  prtjiibits 
tiie  passage  of  m  poti  fatto  laws,    Th«  reason  for 
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ddi  prahibicion  li,  the  Iqjtutlea  of  punlaUng  aa  a, 
cdnie  u  ict  indlffbrent  In  luelf  at  the  time  when  it 
m  committed ;  bat,  In  tbe  eje  of  reuon,  tbera  la 
BO  ml  dUference  betwMD  poniahlDg  itn  act  whioh. 
It  llw  time  of  tta  commiaDoo,  wu  not  criminal,  and 
pimiildiw  one  vUeh,  at  the  Ume  of  its  comidgeioa, 
*u  not  known  to  be  criniDsl ;  and,  bj  a  ringular 
coiiitidepec,  anch  tx  poU  faeto  lawi,  amoogit  the 
Bomuia,  were  caQed  PnmUgia,  a  most  apt  nune 
fci  Fuliameatary  pcfTilegei.  The  minority  of  the 
MBDuttM,  I>efore  quoting  some  aiam[dGi  of  the 
•(^Gcilioa  of  tlua  nnknovn  lav  and  indefinite  piiv< 
B^  win  anil  tbenuelTU  of  the  uotiments  of  a 

SKgicioai  writer  for  the  purpose  of  ghoving 
danger  and  injustice  '  Sappoee  (says  he)  a 
mia  bad  personal;  offended  a  majoritj  of  the  indi- 
lUaab  who  happen  to  compose  ajurj  that  te  to  trj 
Um.  Bnt  mppote  twelve  men  to  commence  a  pros- 
gcutioB  aninct  one,  and  that  those  verj  indrndoals 
■re  imme^atAly,  1b  Om  very  rage  of  their  reacnt- 
DenC,  eodoaftd  to  paM  a  Terdict  and  determine 
of  a  ponidimeDt  tat  an  offbnee  against  tbemselTea. 
Would  this  h&re  tbe  imallest  aemblance  of  justice  F 
On  the  eonlrkry,  la  it  not  the  very  dedgn  of  law  to 
taks  out  of  tbe  handa  of  the  offended  the  trial  and 
paalihiDent  of  the  offenders,  and  put  It  Into  thoae 
of  indillerent  penona  T ' 

•"Hie  miM  writer  aaka,  whjr  doea  not  the  House 
of  Commona  let  the  peorie  know  thdr  privileges  ? 
Whj  are  not  those  {vlTi^ea  establiabed  bj  law  f 
Vlien  the;  think  themfelTes  offtoded,  why  do  thej 
not  praaaente  the  offender  in  a  legal  and  cona^tn- 
floiil  war,  wluch  would  atop  au  reflection  upon 
ttiHnr  liie  king's  canses  are  tried  in  the  eonrta  of 
J mtice,  b;  judges  and  jury,  who  are  indifferent  per- 
uaj  whf  is  aoj  lodiTidual,  or  anj  assemblj  of 
Ben  whatever,  to  be  judge.  Jury,  and  executioners, 
In  tbcii  own  cause  T  Again,  he  M^,  it  may  be  af- 
bmed  that  tbe  people  of  England  will  never,  while 
1  wftA  of  tbe  fire  of  liberty  remains,  be  reconciled 
to  u  usomed  power  in  EopresentatiTes  to  imprison 
lli^  eonstitnenta  without  trial  by  jarj. 

"It  would  b«  difficult  to  add  to  the  force  of  the 
■igimeat  in  tbese  qootaUona.  It  has  been  said 
ntlhe  union  of  the  legialatire,  eiecntive,  and  Ju- 
fficiil  powers  In  the  same  body  of  men.  Is  tbe  very 
dcSnEtioti  of  tyranny.  This  union  eiieti  in  alliu 
ftree  b  th  J  case  of  punishment  for  a  legiatatire  con- 
tiBpt ;  the  aame  penona  are  the  accusers,  the  bri- 
M,  and  the  eieentioners ;  tbns,  not  only  violating 
fle  principle  of  immtttable  joitice,  tiiat  no  man 
nghl  tobe  ajodge  of  hiacanse,  bnt  performing  the 
tCee  ef  indge  nnder  feelli«s  of  excitement  the  most 
mpn^tooiu  to  a  calm  and  ^^lu^nate  luveetlgs- 
tkn  of  the  case.  TUa  general  reasoning  wonld  of 
It  to  Jn^jy  tbe  declaration  that  the 
'  igeandpuniahmentfbrFarlisment- 

.    , ft  dangeroua  tendency,  and  incom- 

pHible  with  the  prindplee  of  onr  Government ;  but 
if  lUi  condorion  be  deducibie  from  general  reason- 
ing, haw  greatly  It  ia  itrengtbened  by  reference  to 
flttt  sertea  of  precedents  from  which  it  ia  said  that 
Ae  law  and  custom  of  Parliament  must  be  learned. 
Itoa  a  few  of  the  most  prominent,  which  will  now 
ba  quoted,  it  will  be  feen  Uiat,  instead  of  tbe  stream 
ef  jiftice  Sowing  in  a  smooth  and  equable  current, 
b  us  been  thrown  into  constant  a^tation,  some- 
>>»•  bv  cai^ce,  Bometimes  by  the  ^olenee  of  an- 
py  eidtemeot.  A  hmh  named  Cranflcld  wa«  fined 
100  each,  to  fbnr  members  whom  he  had  slander- 
«!■    L«d  SaiiBe  was  committed  to  the  tower  for 


reAuring  to  name  the  peraon  who  had  written  a  letter 
to  him,  which  Parliament  bod  thought  tteaeherous. 
Ia  1647,  an  order  was  made  for  several  membera  of 
the  House  to  take  some  of  the  depaties  of  the  Ser- 
geant^t-Arms,  and  to  break  open  doors  and  aeUe 
trunks  and  papers  of  one  Oaptain  Teroon. 

"  In  1664,  a  schoolmaster  was  examined  for  an 
Arion  book  ;  tbe  book  was  burnt  by  the  handa  of 
tbe  hangman.  He  was  confined  in  Newcate  and 
then  bacdshed  to  the  Isle  of  Scillr.  There  ts  a  ease 
which  is  remarkable  for  the  caprice  which  dictated 
the  puidshment :  two  persons  were  placed  back  to 
back  upon  a  horae,  and,  with  a  label  specifying  tbe 
offence,  mode  to  ride  in  this  manner  round  Charing 
Cross ;  and  that,  too,  for  arresting  a  member's  ser- 
vant, in  violation  of  a  privilege  not  now  claimed. 
A>,  however.  It  may  be  dbjected  to  some  of  these 
precedenta  that  they  occurred  in  bad  times,  that  is, 
during  tbe  period  of  the  loi^  Parliament,  some 
more  modem  ones  will  now  be  quoted.  In  the  case 
of  Shirley  vs.  Fagg,  in  the  27th  of  Charles  n.,  the 
HoaB^>f  Commons  maintained  that  an  appeal  taken 
&Y)m  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  the  House  of  Lords, 


,  which  waa  an  appeal  taken  by  Crfspe  against 
Talmahoy,  who  waa  a  member,  they  impriaoned  the 
sergeants  and  barristers  who  had  pleaded  fbr  Crigpe, 
eootrary  to  an  order  of  the  Hoose,  ••  fbr  a  breadi 
of  privilege.  In  the  case  of  Admiral  Gtlffltfa,  a 
member,  cert^  persons  who  had  trespassed  on  hia 
fiaheries  were  fonnd  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privil^;e, 
and  were  ordered  to  stand  committed,  and  were  af- 
terwards discharged,  after  being  reprimanded  on 
their  knees,  paying  the  coite.  And,  even  as  iate  as 
about  the  year  1811,  Bir  Francis  Burdett  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  of  London  for  a  breach  of 
privilege,  in  writing,  or  publishing,  a  libel,  as  it  was 
deemed  by  the  House  of  Commons.  In  times  mors 
remote,  Jadges  were  pat  In  custody  of  the  Sergoant- 
at-Arras,  and,  ia  one  InWauce,  Judge  Berkley  was 
taken  ofiT  his  bench  in  Weatialnster  Hall  by  the 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  to  the  great  terror  of  his 
brethren ;  bnt  the  instances  quoted  of  oonnsel  be- 
ing impritoned  for  argaiag  a  cause,  and  persona  or- 
dered to  be  committed  for  an  alleged  trespass,  are 
strong  Ulustrations  of  the  position.  That  no  man, 
or  set  of  men,  can  be  safely  trusted  with  tbe  nnre- 
ttndned  power  of  judging  and  punishing  in  thdr 
own  case,  it  ia  not  saffldent  to  say  that  ^a  House 
will  not  follow  each  absnrd  precedents.  Once  let 
h  be  settled  that  it  depends  upon  their  discretion 
alone  to  decide  whether  Utere  Is  a  contempt  or 
breach  of  privilege,  and  to  dedde  both  the  kind  and 
meaanre  orponlahment,  without  the  power  of  an; 
other  tribu^  to  relieve,  then  the  oltken'a  claim  to 
liberty  is  not  matter  of  right  bnt  of  snllennee.  Be- 
sides this  view  of  the  case,  upon  general  principles, 
the  minority  of  the  committee  are  satined  that  the 
House  does  not  possess  the  power  In  qnesUou,  by 
force  of  various  provislorui  of  tbe  constitution,  to 
wlilch  they  will  now  ret^.  In  the  flth  section  Ot 
the  1st  A^cle,  the  privileges  of  the  membsra  are 
predsely  defined,  and  are  made  to  conldst  in  ex- 
emption from  arrest,  except  In  treason,  Ac,  and 
tttaa  being  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  iit 
the  Boose.  These  are  privileges  in  tbe  true  mean- 
ing of  dut  term ;  they  are  immnnldei  or  exemp- 
tions, and  are  peiwmal  to  the  members,  and,  as  has 
been  Justly  remarked,  by  tbe  author  of  the  Uannal, 
they  were  probablv  defined  wiUi  a  view  to  sirest 
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tbfl  encroacblng  chnrtcter  of  prif  ile^,  whose  char- 
KcteriMic  feature  bu  been,  tlut  cUiisa  have  been 
•druiced  from  time  to  time,  uid  repeated,  tiU  some 
example  of  tbeli  adminuon  enabled  tbem  to  build  lair 
ODtbat  eiample.  ItiabelieTed  that  no  one  oill  con- 
tend, dace  this  proTiiion,  that  tbeni  are  uij  other 
privileges  ;  when,  therefore,  the  question  aiisea 
about  the  tight  of  punishing  for  contempt,  it  is 
reallj  a  question,  not  of  privilege,  but  of  poaer.  It 
will  now  be  attempted  briefly  to  inquire  into  tbe 
powers  of  the  House ;  the  j  are  to  be  found  in  sev- 
eral MCtlou  of  the  first  article ;  they  an,  Ist.  To 
choose  their  owo  Speaker  and  other  oCBcers  ;  idly. 
To  originate  all  bills  for  raising  revenue ;  Sdl;.  The 
sole  power  of  impeachment ;  Ithlj.  To  determine 
tbe  roles  of  its  own  proceediDgs,  pusishing  its  mem- 
bers fiir  disorderl;  behavior,  and  eipelling  a  mem- 
ber, with  the  coucuirence  of  two-thirds ;  Cthlf .  The 
power  to  Judge  of  the  electiotiB,  qualifications,  aad 
rettinw  of  its  members.  If  the  proportion  be  true, 
tiiat  tbe  enumeration  of  two  distinct  personal  privi- 
leges to  the  members  be  evidence  that  tbe  tramers 
of  tbe  constitution  designed  them  to  have  no  more, 
It  would  seem  to  follow,  by  pant;  of  reaaoii,  that 
the  eaumeratioD  of  certain  powers,  as  being  given 
to  tbe  House,  was  evidence  that  the  House  should 
have  no  more  powers.  It  is  sometimea  contended 
that,  from  the  nature  of  things,  the  House  most 
have  certain  ioberent  powers,  and,  amongst  others, 
the  power  of  protecting  itself,  from  Insult.  The 
provinons  of  the  constitution  above  referred  to 
seem  to  fbrnieh  an  answer  to  this  argument ;  for,  if 
we  are  to  impute  to  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTCB 
any  inherent  power,  what  could  mure  empbalicailj 
&U  within  that  class  than  the  following :  a  power  to 
dioDse  its  own  Spealier,  without  wtiich  it  conld 
not  even  be  orgamzed  ;  a  power  to  determine  tbe 
elections,  qualifications,  Ac.,  of  its  members,  with- 
out which  it  could  not  know  who  were  constltudon- 
allj  elected;  a  power  to  punish  its  own  members 
for  disorderif  behavior,  wilfaoat  which  there  would 
be  danger,  at  some  period,  of  an  utter  prostration 
of  all  order.  The  guarded  caution  which  thought 
It  necessar;  to  impart  to  the  House  power  to  give 
itself  orgaoizati  on  and  action  within  Itself,  sorely 
did  not  mean  to  leave  the  some  House  at  hberty  to 
range  in  tbe  boundless  Geld  of  wild  and  capricious 
precedent,  in  search  of  power  to  ponisb  their  fellow- 
citizens,  whensoever  and  howsoever  it  pleased,  with- 
out an;  chart  or  compass  to  guide  ite  course,  or 
limitation  to  restrain  it,  save  only  its  own  mere  dis- 
oretioD,  in  acting  on  maxims  and  modes  of  proceed- 
ing, locked  np  in  Its  own  bosom,  until  applied  In 
individual  cases.  The  correctness  of  this  idea  may 
be  strongly  enforced  by  reference  to  the  provision 
as  to  poushment  in  cases  of  impeachment ;  thus  it 
is  declared  that  punishment  in  cases  of  impeach- 
ment sbaU  not  extend  Avther  tboD  to  removal  from 
ofBce,  and  disqualification,  &c.  Now  it  would  be 
■tfknge  that,  In  those  cases  in  which  Che  accusation 
was  preferred  by  the  House  and  tried  by  the  Ben- 
ate,  the  accusing  and  trying  bodies  being  thus  dis- 
tinct, and  in  which,  too,  the  Senators  are  required 
to  be  on  oath,  there  diould  be  a  strict  limitation  of 
power,  and  yet,  In  tbe  cases  of  contempt,  in  which 
the  acco^g  and  trying  l>ody  are  the  same,  and 
they  are  not  upon  oau  for  that  purpose,  there 
should  be  an  unUmited  power  of  pu^sbment,  both 
aa  lo  kind  and  amount. 

"  But  there  are  other  provisions  of  the  constito- 
tion  whiob  bear  upon  this  queaUon.    Thus,  in  the 


second  section  of  tbe  third  article,  it  is  declared 
that  tbe  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  im. 
peachmcnt,  shall  be  by  jury.  Now,  a  crime  bss 
been  defined  to  be  the  on^asion  of  someUune  com- 
manded, or  the  commission  of  something  prohibited, 
by  law.  Unlets  tbe  act  in  question  shsD  conespocd 
with  one  or  the  other  branch  of  this  defioitioD,  it  is 
not  the  subject  of  punishment  at  an ;  and  if  ii  be, 
then  It  is  a  crime,  and,  as  such,  oiight  to  be  tried  br 
a  jury.  But  there  is  a  provision  in  the  fifth  ameud- 
ment  of  the  constitution,  which  is  deemed  to  be 
conclusive — it  Is  this  :  that  no  man  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of 
law.  The  pbrase,  due  process  of  law,  is  believed,  et 
vi  Itrmini,  to  imply  that  it  must  be  before  a  judidsl 
court  or  ms^lslrate ;  but  all  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States,  except  tbot  stated  in  the  first  a^ 
tide,  is  vested  in  the  courts  of  the  Union.  An  sp- 
plication  will  cow  be  made  of  this  reasoning.  The 
House  of  Commons  consider  [t  equally  a  breach  of 
privQege,  for  which  they  punisb,  lo  assault  or  slan- 
der a  member.  Now,  is  it  supposed  that,  if  one  of 
onr  members  were  slandered  or  libelled  in  a  news- 
paper, we  should  not  have  tbe  power  of  punlsUn;, 
(if  we  exercised  that  power  we  should  cease  to  leg- 
islate,) and  why  f  Because  tbe  first  amendment  pro- 
hlbita  the  passage  of  any  law  abridging  tbe  fieedoiii 
of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  to,  when  the  fifth  amend, 
ment  proMbiCs  the  deprivation  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  but  by  due  course  of  law,  it  follows  IbU, 
as  commitment  would  be  a  privation  of  hberty,  that 
cannot  be  done  without  due  course  of  law ;  thai  is, 
in  a  regular  proceeding  before  a  judicial  tribunal 
It  may  be  useful  to  pursue  this  idea  further.  It  bis 
been  seen  that,  in  one  esse,  the  Commons  bani^d 
a  man  to  the  late  of  Scilly ;  if,  iritboui  trial  by  due 
course  of  law,  the  House  otRepresentittives  can  com- 
mit, in  like  manner  may  they  banish  ;  and,  csrryiog 
the  process  one  step  further,  and  the  last,  they  migtit, 
if  ever  they  should  be  wild  enough,  take  the  hfe  of 
a  citizen  ;  for  Me  and  liberty  are  only  guarded  in  the 
same  words  ;  and  if  they  can  take  the  last  by  ihrir 
own  judgmen^  in  their  own  case,  so  they  might  tiko 
the  first.  This  provision  in  the  fifth  amendnient  it 
substantially  the  same  with  one  in  Magna  Charts.  It 
is  true  that,  in  the  great  case  of  Sir  Francis  Boidett 
sgainst  Ur.  Abbot^  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouie  of 
Commons,  when  this  provimon  of  Magna*Charta  wis 
urged  in  argument,  the  Court  attempted  to  panrils 
force  by  declaring  that  the  law  and  custom  of  Par- 
liament are  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  in  its  Isrge 
sense,  and  that  the  eipressioaB,  according  to  tbe 
law  of  the  land,  and  by  due  process  of  law,  are,  in 
effect,  the  same.  The  first  answer  to  this  Is,  Uist 
when  the  House  of  Commons  imprisoned  theconnsei 
for  appearing  in  an  appeal  at  their  bar,  against  a 
member  of  (be  Commons,  the  Lords  voted  this  im- 
prisonment to  be  a  traosccndcnt  invasion  on  the 
right  and  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  against  Usgn* 
Charta,  the  Petition  of  right,  and  many  other  Ian, 
which  have  provided  that  no  freeman  shall  be  hn- 
prisoned  or  otherwise  restrained  of  his  liberty,  bst 
by  due  process  of  law.  Again:  Tbosemaiimswhich 
are  looked  up  in  the  bosom  of  Parliament,  unknown 
to  the  people,  and  proclaimed  only  as  particular  oc- 
casions occur,  can  with  no  propriety  bo  considered 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  the  characleristiea 
of  which  are,  in  everr  point,  the  contrast  of  thii 
law  and  custom  of  Parliament,  The  law  of  Iho 
land,  instead  of  being  locked  up  in  the  bosom  oFthe 
legiidfttor.  is  made  known  to  the  people ;  and,  ift- 
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Rewl  of  conainine  of  a  aet  of  tiutj  &s£ineiiU  or  Beu- 
tenoes,  proaonnced  lA  the  cwea  occur,  it  connsta  of 
genenl  rules  of  Kctioa,  not  ipendiog  tbeir  force  in 
indiridoat  caaea,  but  appljing  to  the  whole  comma- 
BJtf .  But  there  ia  ;et  uiother  uiswer  to  thia  idea, 
which  i«  deemed  conclnvve:  If  it  were  for  argument 
nke  admitted  that  thia  law  of  FarUaiuent  waa  a  part 
of  the  law  of  the  laud  iu  Encland,  it  would  be  part 
of  the  conunoD  law.  Now,  it  ia  uot  pretended  that 
the  common  law  belongs  to  the  United  States,  u 
•ocb;  nay,  the  contrary  has  been  aolemnl}' adjudged, 
|)ftrticijarl J  in  reference  to  the  penal  part  of  that  sys- 
tem. This  power  is  sometimea  attempted  to  be  sup- 
ported by  comparing  it  to  that  exercised  by  courts 
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the  States,  although  it  la  an  anomaly,  it  ia  cUmed 
spoD  the  ground  juat  diaooased,  aa  a  part  of  the 
noa  law,  which,  it  has  b«en  ae«n,  does  not  belong 
to  the  United  States,  as  such.  As  it  regards  the 
State  L^iglatures,  they  are  the  depositories  of  all 
the  power  of  the  people,  vhich  are  not  otherwise 
Ktanted  or  prohibited  to  tbem;  whilst,  as  reepecta 
Congress,  it  is  apparent,  from  the  conatitntiou,  that 
it«aaint«ndedto  define  the  particular  powers  which 
together  tbey  ahould  poaaesa  as  the  Federal  Legiala- 
lure,  and  also  thoae  powera  which  should  belong  to 
«ach  House  sepaiately.  The  example  of  the  United 
States  conrts  isagalnsttbearguiueiit',  for  Congress 
faaTe,  by  cipress  enactment,  giren  thoae  courts  power 
to  fine  and  imprison  for  contempt,  which  would  hare 
been  wholly  nugatory  if  they  possessed  it  before, 

"  If  it  should  be  asked  whether  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  are  to  rit  at  the  mercy  of  every  intruder 
vho  chooses  to  insult  them  without  power  to  poniab 
him,  the  answer  is  a  ready  one.  In  the  Srat  place, 
there  is  oo  reasonable  probability  of  such  a  Tiolent 
breach  of  decorum  being  wantoidy  committed ;  but 
M  it  ia  a  possible,  though  extreme,  case,  it  will  bo 
met  by  ahowici'  a  very  simple  and  obvioua  remedy, 
The  chambers  in  which  the  two  hooaea  sit  are  under 
thdr  eidnsiTe  control  They  are  authorized  to  es- 
tablish the  roles  of  their  proceedings,  an  d  to  appoint 
their  ofBcers  \  it  is  competent,  then,  for  them  to  de- 
dare  by  their  rules  who  shall  and  who  shall  not  be 
admitted  within  their  chambeia.  It  is  equally  within 
tbor  power  to  pot  out  any  person  who  may  conduct 
liimaelf  indecofvndy ;  accor^gly,  by  one  of  the 
rolea  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepreaeutatiies,  it  is  provided 
that,  in  case  of  any  disturbance  or  diaorderly  coa- 
duet  in  the  galleries  or  lobby,  the  Speaker  or  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  bBTa  pow- 
er to  order  the  same  to  be  cleared.  For  that  purpose 
we  are  furnished  with  officers,  such  aa  a  aergeanC-at- 
anna,  doorkeeper,  Ac.,  whose  duty  it  ia  to. execute 
the  warranta  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  to  pre- 
•erre  order  when  neceasary,  Thia,  then,  ia  a  plain 
and  adequate  remedy  for  toe  removal  of  such  inter- 
nption  as  obstructa  the  progress  of  business ;  as  to 
any  thing  else,  let  the  oSending  party  be  prosecuted 
fa)  tlic  judicial  tribunals;  or  it  La  competent  to  Con- 
gie«a  to  make  legislative  provision  if  it  were  thought 


*"nie  sama  sagacious  writer  from  whom  quota- 
B  have  already  been  made,  holds  thislanguaga; 
!  DOW  question  the  doctrine  of  a  power  in  the 

mprisontng  for  anything  but  what 

aloptf  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  ia  done  in 
tbe  Boose.'  Such  is  the  doubt  expressed,  even 
ia  relation  to  the  omnipotent  British  Parlia- 
ment. The  minority  of  the  committee  hold  the 
tzmm   piliicifle,  in  tefBrence   to  the  two   Houses 


of  CoDgresB  to  be  this :  Tbey  may  remove  any  dis- 
order or  disturbance  within  their  respective  cham- 
'  bera,  so  as  to  prevent  any  obstruction  to  the  prog- 
ress of  their  business,  but  they  have  not  the  power 
of  Imprisoning  (or  contempt.  But  if  they  had  tliis 
power,  atill  it  could  not  be  extended  to  embrace  any 
caae  beyond  their  own  chambers ;  for  if  it  were, 
where  iiould  be  the  limits  t  The  court,  in  the  case 
of  Anderson  vi,  Dunn,  give  the  answer:  they  say 
that  they  know  no  bounds  to  the  process  of  this 
Houae  for  contempt  but  thoae  of  the  United  States. 
This  principle  they  cannot  admit  to  be  correct, 
Tremendous  would  be  that  power  which  could  drag 
before  it  any  citizen,  from  Uaine  to  Florida,  and 
punish  him  for  a  contempt,  of  which  the  sole  criterion 
would  be  the  discretion  of  the  power  punishing. 
Tbey  would  further  alate.that,  to  maintain  the  pow- 
er in  this  caae  would  be  to  aeaume  a  stronger  gronnd 
tiian  that  even  claimed  by  courts ;  for,  suppose  that 
a  witness  had  been  summoned  to  attend  a  court,  and 
after  having  deposed,  ahould  be  assaulted  upon  the 
court  ground,  but  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  court, 
and  not  in  relation  to  his  evidence ;  nay,  suppose 
that  a  judge  himself,  after  the  adjournment  of  hia 
court,  should  be  assaulted,  not  in  relation  to  hia  of- 
ficial conduct,  but  upon  some  personal  quarrel, 
would  It  be  contended  that  the  procesa  of  contempt 
would  lie  In  either  of  these  cases?  It  is  believed 
that  it  would  not ;  If  so,  the  power  In  question  can- 
not be   maintained,   even  by  analogy  to  that  of 

"  The  minority  have  felt  that  tbey  owed  it  to 
themselves  to  state  the  grounds  of  their  opinion 
upon  a  great  question  of  constitutional  law,  which, 
to-day,  fe  the  caae  of  Huasei  Jarvia,  but  which  may 
be  the  case  of  any  citizen  In  the  Union. 

"  Under  the  influence  of  theae  considerations, 
they  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

■'  S^tolvid,  That  it  ia  not  competent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  puniah  Russel  Jorvis  for  the 
assault  upon  the  private  aecreta^  of  the  President, 
as  for  a  contempt  to  the  House. 

[Both  of  the  above  reporta  vere  ordered  to 
lie  upon  the  table.] 

I/atd  Olaitai  in  Florida. 

A  bill  fWrni  the  Senate,  sapplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  eettlement  of  FrivEite  Land 
OlaiiQB  in  Florida,  was  read,  and  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whola, 

Mr.  Whttk  B^d,  it  bad  been  his  doty,  some 
years  since,  when  he  held  the  ofBoe  of  Com- 
missioner, nnder  the  Florida  Treaty,  to  devote 
considerable  attention  to  the  various  laws  of 
the  United  States  providing  for  the  a^jostment 
of  private  land  oMms,  as  well  as  to  the  valid- 
ity of  Spanish  land  titles.  He  felt  it  due  to 
himself,  and  to  the  House,  to  make  some  ei- 
planation,  more  in  det^  than  he  had  done 
when  the  bill  was  nnder  consideration  before. 
This  bill,  he  said,  was  reported  in  the  Senat«, 
and  received  the  sanction  of  the  committee  of 
pnblic  and  private  land  claims — was  amended 
on  the  motion  of  two  members  of  the  Jodi- 
oiary  Oommittee,  Justiy  distingnished  for  their 
legal  learning,  and  finally  passed  that  body, 
after  s  disonsnon  of  three  days.  That  enlight- 
ened branch  of  the  National  Le^aUtore,  and 


ABBIDaMBHT  OF  THB 

Limd  <Mmt  it  flaHa. 


eat  and  rights 

tiondj  gn&rded,  and  ampl;  ptotAoted,  b?  its 
provieioiia.  Tto  bills,  less  oppKBriTe  to  the 
olaimsnts,  at  the  two  last  Besriona  of  Oongreea, 
passed  the  House  of  BepreeentatiTes.  I  coold 
not,  therefore,  antidpate  aaj  otjecUon  to  this 
bill,  when,  bj  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  it , 
was  called  np  before ;  and  time  was  not  then 
a£Forded  to  rep^  to  the  argnmeata  and  inainna- 
tions  that  the  Government  was  not  snfflcientl; 
protected,  tn  the  mode  of  trial  provided  bj  the 
sections  which  referred  a  particular  class  of 
drills  to  the  Jiidi<aar7  for  a^ndicatjon.  Sir, 
I  never  have  asked,  nor  wished  any  thing  but  a 
fUr  and  impartisl  examination  and  decision  of 
those  claims.  I  have  never  eonght  any  thing 
but  an  honest  folfilment  of  the  alipalationB  of 
the  Treaty  between  Spain  and  the  Dnited 
States.  The  only  interest  I  have,  or  fed,  Is 
that  of  a  Bepresentative,  solicitoos  for  the 
honor  and  good  ftutb  of  this  Gtovemment^  and 
the  "security  of  the  rwhta  of  property  of  the 
inhabitants  transferred  to  na.  I  appeal  to  the 
members  of  the  committees,  who  nave  been 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  these  claims, 
to  say  whether  I  have  not  always  urged  snoh  a 
bill  as  would  exclude  all  frandnlent  titles,  and 
provide  for  llie  confirmation  of  those  fonnded 
on  equi^,  and  embraced  by  tJie  treaty.  If  this 
bill  does  more  for  the  Spaiuah  grantees  than  we 
■re  morally  and  legally  bound  to  do,  let  it  be 
so  modified  as  to  aooompUsh  the  object 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  m  substance 
atipnlateB  that  the  United  States  shall  confirm 
to  the  claimants  their  titles  to  the  same  extent 
that  Spain  wonld  have  ratified  them,  if  the 
provinces  had  not  been  ceded  to  us.  The  obli- 
gation imposed  by  this  treaty  cannot  be  denied 
or  evadea.  The  qvc  mode  of  executing  it 
left  to  the  wisdom  of  this  Qovemment. 
must  be  by  leeisUtion,  or  s  tribunal  must  be 
organized  to  dedde  what  is  public  and  what 
private  property.  To  make  the  decision  final 
and  conelunve,  an  appeal  must  be  given  to  the 
Bapreme  Oourt.  A  legialatjve  act  to  divert  a 
right  seonred  by  treaty  wonld  be  nnconstitn- 
tional.  Any  adjudicaticoi  which  an  act  of  Con- 
n'oss  wonld  dedare  final,  without  an  appeal  to 
Uie  Supreme  Oonrt,  would  be  as  unJDBt  as  it 
would  oe  ineffectusl.  Whenever  the  United 
States,  or  any  one  daiming  under  them,  takes 
poaseasion,  the  clumant  can  aasert  his  nght  in 
conrt^  and  have  his  title Judidally  inveetigated. 
To  decide  these  claims.  Boards  of  Commission- 
ers have  been  organized,  with  limited  powers, 
and  all  titles  to  tbe  extent  of  8,500  acres  have 
been  confirmed,  which  were  decided  by  them 
to  be  valid.  That  there  are  valid  grants  to  a 
larger  quantity  of  land,  no  one  can  deny. 
That  the  obligation  to  ratify  large  as  well  as 
small  grants  is  imposed  on  the  United  States,  is 
a  proposition  too  obvious  to  be  questioned. 
The  grants,  submitted  to  the  Judiciary  hy  this 
bill,  have  been,  with  a  few  eiceptious,  favor- 
ably  reported    by  the    Conmusdonera.     Six 
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years  have  dapsed  since  the  surrender  of  the 
Floridaa,  and  nothing  has  been  done. 

These  titles,  as  I  before  bad  occaraon  to  re- 
mark, depend  on  the  local  ordinances  of  a  for- 
eign QoTemment,  whose  civil  Jorisprndenoe  in 
its  origin  and  present  conformation,  is  entiraly 
different  from  out  own,  and  whose  Land  system 
is  fut  gev/irU.  Can  this  House  or  its  commit- 
tees understand  these  titles  f  Sir,  we  mi^t  m 
well  dismiss  all  oar  Auditors,  Comptrollers, 
end  Judges,  and  undertake  to  (pve  opiniona 
»eriatim  upon  all  the  accounts  arising  out  of 
the  various  and  complex  relations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Congress  wonld  be  tmly  the  Avla 
Begit  of  the  natian ;  we  ahould  have  a  cfmaoli- 
dation  of  all  the  divisions  of  power,  and  the 
idea  of  checks  in  the  different  departmenta 
would  be  exploded.  What  figure  wonld  a  com- 
mittee of  CoDgresB  make  in  the  deddon  of  land 
titles  in  Kentucky  under  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  numerous  statntee  of  both 
States  t  They  must,  of  course,  find  thcmselvea 
more  embarrassed  in  relation  to  titles,  the  ori- 
^n,  progress,  and  completion  of  which  are  en- 
tirely different  from  our  own.  I  consider  that 
a  bad  title  has  almost  as  good  a  chance  as  a 
good  one.  Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  here.  I  have  seen  favorable  reports  on 
claims  neither  supported  by  law  nor  equity,  and 
unfavorable  upon  those  sustained  by  both. 
The  United  States  have  confirmed  neariy  a  mil- 
lion of  acres  of  land  hdd  under  British  titlea 
In  the  States  of  Lonidans  and  Mississippi,  to 
which  I  think  it  can  be  demonstrated  that 
there  is  no  color  of  title.  These  grants,  if  they 
had  been  referred  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt^  would 
have  been  all  rejected.  There  are  titles  of  the 
same  description  to  at  least  a  million  of  acres 
in  the  Territory  I  represent.  The  coromisdon- 
ers  of  West  Florida  made  such  a  report  upon 
them  that  no  one  who  ever  read  it  nas  advo- 
cated these  daims.  They  were  endeavored  to 
be  supported  by  flimsy  and  unsatisfactory  espo- 
dtions  of  national  law,  wholly  ini4)plicable  to 
them.  Notwithstanding  these  errors,  we  are 
told  we  ought  to  go  on  m  the  same  course,  be- 
cause it  is  nnbecoming  our  dignity  to  be  sued  I 
Sir,  I  t^inV  it  more  consonant  with  our  dignity 
to  discharge  onr  treaty  of  obligation,  and  save 
the  pnblio  domdn  by  a  speedy,  impartial  de- 
cision, than  to  display  this  affectation  of  sov- 
ereign consequence  when  just  claimants  are 
postponed  in  their  rights,  and  the  public  lands 
wasted  by  improvident  lendation.  Sir,  I  do 
not  concnr  either  in  the  lact  or  the  inference 
from  it.  This  bill  does  not  authorize  a  suit 
hut  the  State ;  it  only  proposes  the  means 
ascertaining  the  validity  of  a  grant  in  A 
court  of  the  United  States.  The  settlement  of 
every  ecconnt  at  the  Treasury  is  as  mnch  a  suit 
against  the  United  States  as  thb  bill  anthor- 
izes.  The  accounting  officers  are  required  to 
ac^u9t  and  pay  the  daims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, provided  for  by  law.  This  bill  refers 
daiias  nnder  a  treaty,  which  la  the  supreme 
a  different  tribunal  for  settlement.    Li 
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tlie  one  case,  noditora,  oomptrollera,  and  seo- 
reUriM,  pron(ranee,  and  in  the  other,  Judges 
mike  tbe  decimonB.  There  Is  no  disdnotioii  in 
nason  or  in  fiict — a  GoTemment  must  act 
throngh  the  ^jS^oej  of  its  officers,  judicial  or 
miiustcriaL  Tho  gentleman  from  Ix>iiiaiaiia 
(ICr.  Qdslxt)  has  argned  that  no  act  of  legida- 
tion  is  neoeasary  to  enable  the  olMmants  to  in- 
^aate  snita  for  tbe  trial  of  their  titles.  With- 
out Etoppiog  to  Inquire  how  far  an  action 
ipinst  a  mere  trespasser,  withont  pret«nc«  of 
light,  would  bind  the  United  States,  ft  appear* 
to  me,  if  his  argoment  be  correct,  it  is  more 
fbrdble  Ihaa  attj  I  could  employ,  whj  this  bill 
dioDld  pass,  llie  TJiiited  Btates  to  be  bonnd 
bj  an  SI  parte  Judicial  decision,  affunst  a  nom- 
inil  defendant,  to  the  amonnt  of  a  nuMoii  of 
acres  of  land  t  This  wonld  be  strange,  indeed, 
■r.  How  mnoh  bett«r  is  it  to  have  a  fair  issue 
taken  by  Qke  GoTemmenC  and  the  clumant; 
the  one  contending  jt  is  pnblio,  the  other  pri- 
nte  property ;  before  a  tribmuil  competent  to 
deddt  and  ijoth  represented  bj  conoBel. 

If  the  grant  is  not  such  as  this  GoTemment 
stipnlslea  to  confirm  nnder  the  treatj,  it  b  a 
put  of  the  pnblio  domain  ceded  hj  it.  The 
Qcnmment  will  neither  sorvey  and  sell,  nor 
penoU  the  dtumants  to  do  so.  If  a  sale  were 
nade  bj  them,  the  title  wonld  of  oonrae  be 
ntject  to  litigadoQ  before  the  jndicial  tribunals 
of  the  eonntiy.  The  United  States  wonld  sell 
to  1  clumant,  who  wonld  calctilate  the  issne  of 
■  prolTKted  lawsnit,  and  give  a  corresponding 
mninntion  in  price,  and  they  would  be  sntiject 
to  the  impntation  of  having  been  faithless  in 
the  eieention  of  their  treaty,  in  not  having  pro- 
vided for  a  docirion  before  they  asserted  the 
ri^t  of  diqmmng  of  the  land. 

It  may  not  be  nnprofltable  to  take  a  review 
of  the  history  of  oar  legislation  on  this  snb- 
jMt  The  treaty  by  which  Lonisiana  was  ac- 
Tiired,  imposed  on  our  Government  the  dntv 
rf  ndi^ing  all  claims  derived  from  the  Frencn 
md  Spanii^  Gorernmenta.  To  tal&l  this  stip- 
ulation, this  Government  organized  a  local 
nrnminon,  with  limited  powers,  and  con- 
£nned  their  reports  on  small  grants.  The 
brger  conoesnoiis  and  grants  were  reiierred  to 
Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treamrymade 
1  report  aunming  one  leagne  sqnore  as  the 
Bmit  of  the  power  of  a  G«Temor,  and  Oon- 
pan  confirmed  to  that  eil«nt.  It  was  very 
Koa  ascertained  that  this  was  an  arbitrary 
Uaut  filed  upon  by  him,  and  nnsapported  by 
uy  ordinance  of  either  Oovemment,  nnleea  it 
ra  u  antiqnated  and  exploded  one  of  the 
Preach  Government,  under  which  few  of  the 
titles  were  hdd.  In  fiwt,  it  was  ascertained 
tilt  the  Becretaiy  did  not^  and  conld  not  nn- 
ientand  the  sa^ect,  from  the  very  limited 
iMtiu  of  information  before  bim.  The  clums 
OTCf  this  arbitrary  quantity  have  remained  nn- 
•justed  for  twenty  years,  with  the  ezoeption 
of  a  few  which  occasionally  find  favor  in  this 
Home,  by  tbe  favorable  report  of  a  committee, 
~'^'         ■     e  dvil  law  laues  by  oommoa  law 
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mles,  and  recommend  a  confirmation.  The  ra-  , 
mainder  have  aafi'ered  all  the  angnish  of  hope 
deferred,  and  worn  ont  the  greater  part  of 
their  lives  in  nnprodnctive  petitions  and  nn- 
availing  supplication.  The  oWnants  have  pe- 
titioned, the  Legislatnre  has  memorialized,  the 
Governor  has  denonnoed  the  injostdce,  and  the 
President  has  oaUed  on  Congress  to  execute  in 
good  faith  onr  treaties.  Ifotwithstanding  this 
formidable  array,  the  clwms  of  Lonisiana  re- 
mtuD  nnodjnstea.  If  this  simple  qneetion  is 
pnt  to  any  honest  man,  if  this  claim  be  good, 
ought  it  not  to  be  oonfirmedl  he  wonld  answer 
yes.  If  it  be  bad,  on^bt  it  not  to  be  rejected  t 
the  answer  wonld  be  in  the  afflrmative.  Now, 
nr,  who  is  so  competent  to  detdde  whether 
these  claims  ore  good  or  bad,  valid  or  invalid, 
as  a  court  learned  in  the  lawe  under  which  it 
was  derived  and  consummated,  familiar  from 
long  practice  with  snob  questions,  and  having 
access  to  the  records  and  books  necessary  to 
give  the  information )  But,  say  some  gentle- 
men, we  cannot  trust  queationa  of  snoh  magni- 
tude to  the  conrtB.  Sir,  this  intimation  is  as 
dew^atory  to  our  national  oharaoter,  as  it  is 
ui^ust  to  that  pore  and  enlightened  department 
of  onr  Government.  The  judiciary,  the  depos- 
itory of  the  power  that  protects  life,  libOTt;, 
and  property,  the  consdtnldonal  arbiter  of  the 

Kwers  of  the  co-ordinate  departments,  not  to 
trusted  with  a  dewsion  of  meum  and  tvvirt 
for  a  few  thousand  acres  of  land  I  The  idea  is 
unworthy  of  serious  reftitation.  Tbe  snggea- 
tion  is  not  only  disreputable  and  absurd,  bnt  it 
is  ineffectual  as  a  pretence  for  opposing  this 
bill.  Bnppose  the  United  Btat«s  renise  to  con- 
firm  or  to  pass  a  law  anlhorizing  the  trial  of 
BTtch  a  clum  as  that  of  the  Baron  de  Bastrop, 
in  Lomsiana,  or  John  Forbes  Se  Oo.  in  Florida. 
So  long  as  they  do  not  act,  the  olumanta  are 
kept  off,  or  rather  I  should  say,  cannot  find  a 
riace  on  which  to  put  th«ar  lever.  If  the 
Lnited  States  survey  or  sell  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  this  land,  is  there  any  power 
in  this  Government  to  prevent  those  claimants 
from  brining  suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
tiUes  agunst  tbe  purchasers  under  the  United 
States  I  There  is  not.  It  is  only  by  a  failnre 
to  act  that  those  olaimanta  are  prqndioed. 

A  suit  is  then  instituted  ag^st  a  purchaser, 
who  does  not  care  for  the  result,  because,  hav- 
ing the  patent  of  the  Government,  be  has  a 
claim  for  indemnity  if  he  loses.  A  collusion 
might  take  place  between  tbe  claimants  and 
this  purchaser,  by  which  tbe  interest  of  the 
Government  mi^^t  be  compromitted.  It  is 
manifest;  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that 
the  United  Btates  make  a  great  sacrifice  by  sell- 
ing, when  there  is  an  unadjusted  title  to  the 
same  land.  When  the  side  is  effected,  a  suit, 
under  most  nnpropitions  circumstances,  will  be 
carried  on  against  their  purchaser,  by  which 
they  are  bound.  How  much  better  b  i^ 
whether  we  consult  policy,  principle,  or  good 
fwth,  to  have  the  investigation  Mrly  made,  the 
ri^t  judicially  determined,  before  we  p' 
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that  the  Spameh  Govemment  would  have  rati- 
fied tlie  titles.  In  relation  to  these,  ire  have 
also  organized  a  Board  of  GorainisBionera  with 
limited  powers,  and  required  them  to  report 
their  opinions,  iipon  all  over  their  jorisdictioii, 
to  Ooogreea.  This  has  been  dona  in  part, 
"When  I  came  here,  two  jears  ago,  I  aaked  a 
confirinatioiL  of  all  claims  which  had  reoeiYed 
the  favorable  recommendation  of  the  Oommia- 
sioners.  This  waa  denied.  There  was  no  pre- 
cedent I  then  solicited  an  ezominaljon  and 
confirmation  of  aach  as  Hhonld  be  approved. 
This  coald  not  be  done  for  want  of  tmie.  I 
then  petitioned  a  reference  of  them  to  the 
courts.  This  was  agreed  to  in  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativea,  and  refused  in  the  Benat«,  I 
then  endeavored  to  find  out  what  would  meet 
the  views  of  the  8euat«,  and  learned  that  thej 
Referred  a  great  commission  to  ^t  here  at 
waahinKtMi,  onder  our  mpervision,  to  decide 
all  the  olums.  I  agreed,  so  far  as  mj  constitu- 
ents were  concerned,  to  submit  their  rights  to 
this  Board.  The  sal^ect  was  discussed,  various 
objections  started,  "  Chimeras  and  gorgons 
dire  "  conjured  np.  The  commission  woold  not 
do,  but  the  courts  would.  The  Judiciarj,  that 
could  not  be  tmsted  last  year,  can  be  at  this 
time,  and  what  thej  resolved  last  year  in  the 
Senate,  has  been  reversed  this,  and  they  send 
this  bill.  We  are  now  called  upon  to  reject  it; 
althongh  we  passed  it  two  years  ago.  If  I  may  be 
permitted  to  borrow  an  illuatration  from  a  fable 
we  have  all  read— it  may  be  play  to  some,  but 
death  to  my  constituents.  It  is  not  so  much  a 
matter  of  importance  how  the  decisions  are 
made,  as  it  is  that  thej  shall  be  made.  The 
general  effect  is  the  same  upon  the  country. 
If  the  land  ia  decreed  to  belong  to  the  United 
States,  the  Government  will  sell  it ;  if  it  be- 
long to  individnal  grantees,  they  will  sell  or 
cultivate  it.  80  long  as  it  ie  suspended  in  this 
way,  it  ia  like  the  miser's  treasure,  naeless  to 
himself  and  the  world.  I  did  not  rise  to  go 
into  this  debate  so  fully.  I  have  not  time  to 
go  into  it  at  length,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
sesrion.  I  entreat  the  Mends  of  the  bill  not  to 
diaouss  it  fbrther.  The  Eouse,  I  am  sure,  un- 
derstand it  folly,  I  wiU  only  express  my  sw- 
prise  that  the  gentleman  firom  Louisiana  op- 
poses this  bill  with  so  mnch  zeaL  I  hold  m 
my  hand  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  ~ 
State,  I  believe  tmanimonsl;  ''  '  '' 
the  necessity  of  a  reference 
the  Judiciary. 

[Here  Hr.  Whitb  read  two  extracts  from  the 
memorial.] 

The  diversity  of  opinion  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  the  Leglslatnre  of  his  State  may 
arise  &om  the  fact,  that  there  are  in  his  district 
a  number  of  these  unsettled  claims,  covered  by 
occupants,  who  have  neither  titles  from  tlra 


T'antees  nor  the  United  States.    The  longer 
hey  keep  out  the  clumants,  the  strcaiger  thdr 


from  the  land. 

I  know  that  some  of  my  constituents  have 
lands  within  that  gentleman's  district,  vlucb 
must  Dome  to  trial  at  some  day.  It  is  in  vain 
that  hopes  are  ent«rttuned  that  the  tune  ia  to 
be  proorastinatad  much  loneer.  It  ia  better 
now  to  have  a  decision,  by  which  all  nncertiuii- 
ty  will  be  removed,  and  permanent  improve- 
ments be  b^^.  The  gentleman  is  opp^ed  to 
a  decision  by  the  com^  but  bss  done  me  the 
honor  to  aay  he  would  be  wUling  to  aib- 
mit  the  claims  to  my  decinon.  I  uiank  him 
for  the  flattering  estimate  he  has  been  pleased 
to  place  npon  my  character  and  competenoj ; 
but  if  I  have,  in  the  office  I  fllled  under  this 
Government,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  been  ao 
fortunate  as  to  propitiate  the  good  opinion  of 
this  House,  or  any  wrtion  of  it,  I  beg  to  make 
that  character  useful  to  my  coustitnents  by  a 
solemn  assurance  to  it  that  this  bill  contauis 
every  protection  for  the  interests  of  the  (Joy- 
emment,  and  is  the  only  aatiafaotoiy  mode  in 
which  these  clums  can  be  settled.  I  will  only 
make  one  further  remark,  which  is  personil  lt> 
myself.  It  has  been  inainuated  out  of  doors, 
that  I  am  largely  interested  in  the  claims  to  be 
a^adicated  in  the  oourts  under  this  act,  if  it 
should  become  a  law.  Whether  this  has  been 
invented  here,  or  sent  in  insidious  letters  to 
members  of  this  House,  I  do  not  know ;  I  here 
pronounce,  in  my  place,  the  insinuation  or 
charge  wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  I  am 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly,  privately  nor 
professionally,  interested  in  a  nngle  claim.  If  I 
were  interested  in  every  one,  it  is  no  olqection 
to  the  bill ;  we  ask  an  impartial  trial,  and  not 
a  confirmation.  Whether  I  ahoU  or  shall  not 
be  counsel  for  any  of  these  daimanta,  is  a  matr 
ter  for  them  and  myself,  and  certainly  has  no 
bewing  on  the  intrinuo  merits  of  the  tulli' 
which  I  trust  will  pasa. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

[Ur.  GcBLsx  opposed  the  bill  in  the  fonn  ia 
which  it  was  ordered  to  ba  engrossed,  and 
earnestly  endeavored  to  have  it  amended  ia 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  to  Congress,  and  not  to  Uie  Judiciary, 
but  without  Buocess.] 


UoBDXT,  Uay  19. 

£etrertchment. 

Ur.  WiCKUFFB,  from  the  committee  on  the 

subject  of  a  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 

of  the  Government,  reported,  in  part,  a  joint 

resolutioD,  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  eie- 

[g  the  printing  ordered  by  either  Honse  of 

Congress  i  which  was  twice  read. 

In  Bopport  of  it,  be  made  a  few  remarks,  osd 
exhibitea  a  printeid  document  to  show  the  stv- 
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Jillitf  le  SaOnaSt. 


lug  tfiit  wonld  rMnlt  to  the  United  Stat«e  from 
hirmg  it  printed  in  a  more  compftot  form.  He 
tcferrM  U)  the  inoonTenience  of  eearohiDg 
throogli  a  somber  of-  Tolnmes  of  EiecntiTe 
Mfflmnnkstjons  to  find  a  particnUr  report  from 
one  of  the  Departmenta. 

Ur.  Saaosa,  of  New  York,  obBerring  that  this 
Msolntiwi  proposea  effecting  almoet  a  total 
diange  in  Ijie  present  mode  of  ezecntiog  the 
pnblifl  j^ting,  and  wisbin^  farther  Ume  for 
Motidering  it,  moved  to  laj  it  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  motitm  prevMled,  and  the  resolntion  was 
Ud  tpoa  the  table  acwH^inglr. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  MaDurra,  the  House  took 
Vf  the  Joint  resolution  grantinB  to  Oharlee  Oar- 
iw,  of  Oarrollton,  sola  snrriying  signer  of  the 
Dedttition  of  Independence,  the  privilege  of 
RceiTing  and  f^'anking  lett^  and  packages. 
nd  ordered  the  same  to  a  third  readmg ;  and 
it  VM  mbseqnentlf  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  amt  to  the  Senate  for  oononrretioe. 

JMaaan  Brtdkaater. 

On  motion  of  ICr.  Suthexuitd,  the  Honae 
Uka  went  into  Oonunittee  of  the  whcde  on  the 
Mte  of  the  Union,  and  took  op  the  bill  fk>m 
Qm  Smate  tnnting  appropriations  to  oom- 
nmoe  the  ereoUon  cX  a  breakwater  in  DeU- 
nreBay. 

Kr.  8cTBXBi.Ain>  declared  his  readiness  to 
pn  say  neceaaarir'  erolanations,  when  the  bill 
AooM  come  into  the  Honse. 

Ur.  GiLXEB  called  for  the  reading  of  llie  re- 
pent of  the  committee  in  this  case. 

Hr.  SiBOKANT,  in  reply  to  this  call,  sMd. 
tbit  the  report,  doonmente,  and,  in  general,  all 
tbe  information  on  the  subject  of  uiis  impor- 
tant Ditional  work,  had  been  collected  and  pnb- 
Mid  in  a  pamphlet,  intended  to  be  placed  in 
ibe  hands  of  all  the  members.  He  had  hoped 
tlist  ■  eopj  had  been  fiumiahed  to  the  member 
frem  Geor^a,  (Mr.  &ilhbb.)  If  that  was  not 
the  case  he  (Mr.  8.)  would  pve  Lim  hia  copy, 
vhere  he  wonld  find  the  report.  He  sobmitted 
to  him  (Hr.  Gilkkk)  whether,  nnder  these  oir- 
instances.' he  would  occopy  the  time  of  the 
KramitCM  in  having  the  rep^  read  ? 

Vr.  GiuoB  thereupon  withdrew  his  call  for 
Sie  leading  of  tJie  report,  and  the  hill  was  IMd 
Hide. 


Canal  Lasti  Grant  to  Ohio, 
Hie  committee,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Ibadkb, 
^^  up  the  bill  granting  a  qoantity  of  land  to 
Hk  etale  of  Ohio,  to  aid  in  the  oonatniation  of 
A«  {anals  authorized  by  laws  of  that  State. 


State  of  Ohio  in  extending  the  Uiami  Canal 
from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 
Mr.  Mk 

thUbilL 

Land  Grant  to  Alaiama. 
The  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  granting  oertun  rellnqnished  and  unap- 
propriatod  laods  to  the  Stato  of  Alabams,  rot 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Tetmessee,  Cooea,  Cahawba,  and  Black  Warricv 

Hr,  Mbboeb  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  had  been  directed  to  offer  by 
the  Committee  of  Boads  and  Canals : 

To  strike  out  the  word  "  and  "  from  the  last 
line  of  tbe  6th  section,  and  add  the  following 
clause : 

"  And  be  oUculated  for  the  use  of  steunboata, 
according  to  such  plan  of  construction  aa  the  United 
States  Engineeis,  appointed  to  survey  and  report 
thereon,  ma;  recommend,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  approve,  provided  that  such  plan  ahaU 
embroce.If  practicable, aconeectioD  of  theoaviga- 
tion  of  £tk  Biter  irith  the  said  improvemeuto." 

Ur.  GnjatB  inquired  what  rehef  had  been 
granted  to  settlers  on  vacant  lands  in  Alabama. 

Mr.  JIbboxb  answered  the  inquiry,  but  re- 
minded the  geDdeman  from  Geor^a  that  tMs 
bill  proposed  to  give  them  no  additional  reUef, 
and  only  referred  to  what  had  been  done,  as 
being  necessary  to  a  description  of  the  lands 
referred  to.  A  steamboat  navigation  existed 
both  above  and'beiow  the  Mosole  Shoals.  The 
cazial  necessary  to  avoid  that  obstruction  would 
be  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  all  the  committee 
vrished  to  secure  was,  that  it  shonld  Ite  of  anch 
dimensions  as  would  admit  the  steamboat  navi- 
gation to  continne. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  Oie  bill 
lud  aside. 

Belief  to  Sailroadt. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  "  to  admit 
iron  and  machinery  for  railroads  free  of  duty,'' 

Ur.  MtLLXB  having  no  idea  that  the  House 
could  ever  pass  this  hm,  with  a  view  to  save 
the  time  that  might  he  wasted  in  debate, 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  dause  of  the 
bill. 

Ur.  Babnbt  opposed  the  motion  with  great 
warmth,  attributing  it,  in  part,  at  least,  to  a 
feeling  of  jealousy  existing  m  Philadelphia,  in 
relation  to  the  rapid  rise  of  Baltimore. 

Kr.  Sbbobant  replied,  disclaiming  all  such 
motives  and  feehngs  on  the  part  of  PhUadel- 
phin ;  stated  the  various  railroads  already  oom- 
menced  in  Fennsylvania,  and  inferred  the  in- 
tereste  which  that  State  had  in  the  hill,  but 


Xr.  Torroir  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by    stated  the  universal  sentiment  prevalent  in  that 


■iiiUng  ont  "  600,000  acres,"  and  inserting 
''l,iOO,000,"  and  defended  the  amendment  by 
Kftning  to  nmilar  grants  made  to  the  State  of 
U^ua.    The  amendment  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  UoLban,  the  committee 
uoi  proceeded  to  oonrider  the  biQ  to  aid  the 


State,  as  to  the  ability  of  the  iromnaatere  to 
fnmish  whatever  would  be  required  by  the 
railroad  companies.  He  referred  by  way  of 
illustration,  to  what  had  been  done  in  muing 
cast-iron  pipes,  for  the  conveyance  of  water  to 
Philadelphia.    Speaking  of  the  aUusioD  which 
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had  been  made  to  the  Breakwater,  he  Baid  he 
saw  DO  reasoD  why  these  two  thingB  should 
brought,  as  it  -were,  into  opposition  with  each 
other.  There  was  no  natural  hoetilitj  between 
them.  Each  mnat  stand  npon  its  own  merits. 
An  to  the  Breakwater,  he  calcultit^d  cpon 
rapport,  of  a  great  majorit;  of  the  Honse,  and, 
e8peciall7,  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore. 
Baltimore  was  almost  as  much  interented  in  it 
as  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  work  completely  na- 
tional, to  all  intents  and  pnrpofles.  There  waf 
not  a  port  in  Uie  tJnited  States,  from  Kew  Or- 
leans to  the  post  northeaaterlj  port  in  the 
ITnion,  not  a  point  on  the  seaboo^  that  was 
not  interested  in  it  The  Interior,  too,  milver- 
ullj,  hod  an  interest  in  it-  Scvcel;  a  spot 
coold  be  named,  that  might  not  be  diown  to 
be  concerned  in  the  protection  to  be  horded 
by  the  proposed  harbor.  Why,  tiien,  ahonld  it 
be  connected  with  any  other  qoMtion  ! 

Ur.  DstTTOH  advocated  the  bill  at  coDrideT- 
ahle  length,  and  replied  to  the  aiwiments  of 
Kr.  Skbosant.  The  Ironmasters  nod  them- 
selves admitted  their  incapacity  to  supply  the 
iron  required,  and  the  continual  importations 
from  abroad  were  evidence  of  the  fhct  Of  the 
S0,000  tons  annnally  oonsnmed,  only  80,000 
were  furnished  by  onr  own  factories.  The 
construction  of  this  railroad  woald  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  ironmaaterg  of  PennOTlvania,  and 
tlie  remission  of  the  dnty  would  iniure  no- 
body. 

Mr.  BtxwiST  yielded  to  no  one  in  zeal  fbr 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  he  consid- 
ered it  not  a  local,  but  a  national  object,  tmit^ 
ing  the  Atlantic  and  Western  States.  He  was 
willing  to  aid  the  company  to  the  fttll  eitent  of 
the  national  interest  involved  in  its  accomplish- 
ment He  would  vote  for  a  direct  appropria- 
tion of  donble  the  amount  of  ttie  audes  on 
iron.  But,  to  this  bill,  he  was  decidedly  op- 
posed; it  was  at  war  vrith  all  his  principles ;  jt 
was,  in  effect,  offering  a  boonty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  iron ;  it  was  a  virtual  repeal 
of  the  tariff,  jaat  passed,  as  to  iron.  He  sug- 
gested an  amendment,  to  pay  the  same  bounty 
on  the  nee  of  American  iron.  This  would 
leave  the  American  and  foreign  manufkcturerB 
on  equal  footing ;  as  it  now  stood,  it  was  grant- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  foreigner,  to  the  pr^udice 
of  the  American,  which  he  could  never  sanc- 
tion by  his  vote.  He  made  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Datrroir. 

i£r,  BintGES  defended  the  bill,  contending 
that  no  dnty  laid  on  the  importation  could  ma- 
terially benefit  the  ironmasters  in  the  interior. 
Of  that  which  was  made  in  Pennsylvania,  on^ 
one-third  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  two-thiros 
of  it  to  the  West,  which  was  a  proof  that  for- 
eign iron  did  not  cofttrol  ^e  price.  He  denied 
that  either  Pennsylvania  or  Sfaryland  would 
suffer  any  injury,  while  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  r^oada  received  an  immediate 
benefit 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Gobbaie,  the  committee 
;hen  rose,  and  reported  the  bUla,  and  they 


e  engroned  fiir  a 

Jklaaan  freahvxiter. 

On  the  quenion  of  ordering  the  bill  mskins 
appropriations  fbr  the  Breakwater,  to  its  thita 
reading 

Mr.  wnjjAiiB  demanded  the  yeae  aod  nan 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  stood— 

TriA. — Heasrs.  Addams,  Anderson  of  Htin«,  Aa- 
dersoD  of  Pa.,  Anaatroag,  Btldwin.SiTker,  Btrlov, 
Barney,  Bartlett,  Bwtley,  BatfS  of  Munchioattl, 
Beecher,  Bkke,  Brant,  Birin,  Bnifca,  Botmin,  Co- 
son,  Condict,  Coulter,  Crejghton,  Crownlnsliidd,  Cnl- 
peper,  Davenport  of  (Mo,  DicUnson,  Doney,  Ev«- 
ett,  nndlay,  Fomrd,  Fry,  Oole,  Gotham,  GvAtj, 
Hunt,  IngMMlI,  backs,  Johns,  Eeasa,  Kerr,  Eini;, 
Lawrence,  LelDer,  littfe,  UviDgston,  lUUur,  Ho- 
Doffie,  Uclntiie,  HcEeaa,  JIcLewi,  Heioer,  llElkr, 
Hiner,  Wtchell  of  Pa.,  Uoore  of  Eentuckr,  U oore  of 
Alabimo,  Newton,  O'Erieo,  Orr,  Owen,  Feirc«,  Msr- 
Bon,  Plant,  Bameey,  Reed,  Ricb^rdsOD,  RlfJej.RiiS- 
sell.  Sergeant,  Shepperd,  Slomne,  Smith  of  Indiuu, 
Spragne,  Gtanberry,  Stevenson  of  Pa.,  Sterigere, 
SlroQg,  Swuin,  Swift,  BirtherUnd,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
Bon  of  New  Jersej,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  New  Jentj, 
Vance,  Varaum,  Yinton,  WasbinRton,  Whipida, 
Whittlesf  y,  Wilson  of  Pa.,  Woodcock,  WotT,  Wn^t 
of  Ohio,  Yanoey— 96. 

Nats.— KeasTS.  AJezander,  Allen  of  Ta.,  Aitiitr, 
Philip  P.  Borbonr,  Borringer,  BasMtt,  Brown,  Oui- 


Healy,  Hobbie,  Hoffman,  Lecompte,  Lea,  Long, 
Lumpkin,  Ljoo,  Ifarable,  Harkell,  HsrtindaJe,  Ku- 
tin,  MarTla,  HaiweU,  McCoy,  McQatton,  Heteali^ 
llitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Pdb,  Rlret,  Botne, 
Bawyer,  Smith  of  Tirginls,  Tfexvant  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Turner,  Terplauck,  Ward,  WiHe, 
Williams,  John  J.  Wood,  Bilaa  Wood,  Wright  « 
New  York— «8. 

Canal  Land  Orant  to  Ohio. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  oontinaatlon  tX  the 
Dayton  Canal  having  come  into  the  Hoom, 

Mr.  MdLkxn  made  a  ftill  explaootioo  of  the 
circumstances  on  which  it  was  foimded. 

Mr.  8.  Wood  inquired  how  far  Hub  canal  ma 
through  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Uol2AB  replied,  between  1Q  ood  tfi 
miles. 

Mr,  BnBOBB  supported  the  bm,  on  the  prind- 
ple  that  the  State  of  Ohio  having  greatly  bene- 
fited the  pnldio  lands,  by  conunenoing  tbia  ca- 
nal, it  was  fiiir  that  the  TJnited  States  ahonld 
render  her  an  equivalent,  to  aid  her  in  its  ccm- 
pletion. 

""le  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  \f] 
jea»  66,  nays  60. 

Mr,  MoCtor  now  moved  an  a^jo^miocit^  '** 
the  motion  was  negaUved — ayes  78,  uoea  81. 

Further  Omat  Zand  Orant  to  Ohio. 
The  question    bein^  on    ordering   the  biH 

Ciljng  lands  to  Ohio,  to  aid  in  constmotiiig 
canals,  ordered  by  the  State, 
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Kr.  BABenr  oljjected  to  it,  and  aaked  Ua 
trienda  if  thej  had  ao  oonscienoe.  He  thought 
tilt  Houe  had  dose  quite  enough  for  one  aky, 
Tba;  htd  jost  givea  awa^  1,400,000  aorea  of 
Iiod  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  here  was  anoth- 
er tnll  fbr  as  much  more. 

Ht.  Btaubkort  explained  the  ottjeot  of  the 
US,  which  was  to  aid  the  State  of  Ohio  in  re- 
ftuding  the  e^tal  which  she  had  borrowed  for 
th*  ooDftraotion  of  the  two  oansJe  in  that 
BUIa;  one  from  Portland  to  Lake  Erie,  bj  way 
of  the  iJnHng  and  FortAge  mminila,  and  the 
ntbv  bwa  (^eonnati  to  L^e  Erie,  throngh 
Ikjtoa.  He  referred  to  the  prosgnre  of  direct 
tins,  hud  b;  the  State,  to  cairj  on  this  great 
iaprDTement ;  he  Htat«d  that  ihej  were,  on 
tiMtMaoant^  beginning  to  grow  nnpopniar,  and 
t^ened  his  appreheosion,  Bhoold  this  hill 
hil,  that  one  of  them  might  he  sospended  tlte 
neit  Kason. 

Hr.  JikoxB  Bud,  that  the  grant  of  land,  In 
txttli  these  bills,  taken  together,  was  leas  than 
ibit  made  last  Congress  to  the  State  of  In- 

Kr.  TiHTOK  went  into  a  foil  atatetnent  of  the 
coaditioii  of  the  Ohio  lands,  and  insisted  on  the 
ftvpietr  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered  in 
OHniaittee, 

To  obviate  a  diffionlty  Btart«d  by  Mr. 
SraiOT^  Ur.  Uiboxb  moved  the  following 
provi*).- 

"PrvtUkJ,  That,  tn  the  lands  herebj  granted,  no 
lodi  wbaH  be  eomprebended,  vUcli  hare  been  re- 
■rradfor  iheuoe  of  the  United  States,  u  iHeniBte 
Mtioia  bi  the  granta  hitherto  made,  or  irblch  may 
bt  Bade,  during  the  present  sesdon  of  Congreia,  ot 
lad  vithin  the  eaid  State,  for  roads  and  canals :" 
vliich  was  agreed  to, 

Vr.  Tuioi  brieflj  advooated  the  bilL  etating 
thit  Ohio  had  paid  into  the  pablio  Treasnij 
ntnj  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  United  States 
onglit  not  to  be  sompnloos  in  panting  her  a 
fcv  thousand  acres  of  land  to  aid  a  great  na- 
lioBtl  iraproveoient. 

llr.  MooKB,  trt  Alabama,  moved  the  preri- 
iM  question,  wluoh  bring  sustained,  pnt,  and 
ORied, 

Xt.  LrvmN,  on  the  main  qnestion,  asked 
(lie  jeia  and  najs,  and  being  taken,  Qttij  stood 
■  Mows: 

Tus. — Hewrs.  Baldirin,  John  B.  Baiboor,  Btr- 
■*■,  Bunef,  Bartlc7,  Beecher,  BelL  Blake,  Brent, 
Owbtclmg,  CUhoD,  Oondet,  (Wter,  Cr^lon, 
BMid,  DaTenport  of  OUo,  Deuia,  Donej,  I>nnean, 
ttntt,  nncUar,  Goriiuu,  Qnrky,  Hont,  Incks, 
Intai,  lAwrence,  Leoompte,  Lea,  Leffler,  Letcher, 
Uttle,  Ljon,  MaUai?,  Harable,  Uartrndale,  UcDuffle, 
ItHuioD,  HcKean,  HcKee,  McLean,  Mercer,  He^ 
olfe,  Mnier,  Mitchell  of  Pa.,  Mitchell  of  Teonessee, 
"awe  of  S.J,,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Newton,  Orr, 
f**ai,  Renon,  FoUl,  Bamsey,  Kchardaon,  Busaeli, 
Stiguot,  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Smith  of  Indluia,  Btan- 
bBTT.Swinn,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  Vance,  Vinton, 
WiAlngton,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Well;  Wright 
•fOUo,  Tuicey— ^2. 

lui;— Heeora.  Addams,  Alexander,  Alien  of  Va., 
iadctKn  of  HaiDe,  Annstron^  B^ler.  P.  P.  Su- 


bour.  Barker,  Barnard,  Barringer,  Bartiett,  Buaett, 
Belden,  Blur,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buokner,  Barees, 
Chase,  Claiborne,  dark  of  New  Tort,  Cl«rk  of  £y., 
Conner,  Culpeper,  Davenport  of  Virginia,  Daiia  of 


[ntire,  Mitchell  of  a  C,  O'Brien,  : 
Sawyer,  Smyth  of  Vir^nia,  Sprsgne,  Sterenson  of 
Pa.,  Sterigere,  Swifl,  Taiiaforro,  Thompson  of  New 
Jersey,  Thompaon  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  TreCTant, 
Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Verpianck,  Ward,  Wilde,  Williama,  Wilson  of  Pa., 
Wingate,  J.  J.  Wood,  S.  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wri{^ 
of  Hew  York— 76. 

Mr.  Btahbkkrt,  referring  to  the  fkct,  that  the 
bill  JDst  rejected  had,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  been  oonaidered  before  the  bill  for  the 
Dayton  Canal,  snggested,  that  the  order  bad 
been  changed  in  me  Eonse  by  some  man^ie- 
ment  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  House.* 

Mr.  Btavbesbt  was  oalled  to  order,  but  in- 
sisted on  bquiring  whether  this  bad  token 
Elaoe  from  management,  or  by  accident  only, 
te  sdd  he  was  indoced  to  make  the  inqnlry, 
becanse  the  resnlt  agreed  so  exactly  with  the 
views  of  a  certain  party  in  this  Honse, 

Mr.  Btabbkbby  was  here  again  called  to 
order; 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ltitlk,  the  Honse 
atljoQnied. 

TinsnAT,  M^  20. 
Okie  Canal. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Jonmal  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  Mr.  Oi.abk,  of  New  York,  rose  and 
Bud: 

Vr.  Speaker :  On  the  question  of  engrossing 
the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
aid  in  Uie  completion  of  tme  of  her  (unala, 
(that  from  Cleveland  to  the  Ohio  Biver,}  I 
voted  in  the  negative.  I  intend,  before  resnm- 
ing  my  seat  to  move  a  reoonaideration  of  the 
questita.  It  is  dne  to  the  friends  of  this  im- 
portant work,  that  they  should  have  a  fur 
hearing;  that  its  merits  shonld  be  fairly  dia- 
cnssed ;  that  the  qnestion  should  be  mot 
openly  and  manfully ;  and,  if  the  bill  is  to  be 
defeated,  that  they  shotud  know  on  what 
grounds;  whether  it  is  to  fall  a  saorifice  to  par- 
ty management,  or  be  rejected  on  principle. 
"When  the  vote  was  taken  yestetday,  the  House 
was  not  nsnally  foil,  and  I  have  yiuded  to  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  move  the 
reoonaideration,  to  enable  gentlemen  who  were 
absent  to  record  their  votes.  Though,  myself 
opposed  to  the  bill,  for  reasons  other  than 
those  of  policy  and  expediency,  I  feel  no  diapo- 


'  Mr  Stunbcrrfi  before  tlie  in>|«et  wu  doae  flith,  full/  u- 
inUd,  In  open  aeuton,  the  offlcsn  or  the  Hoim  ttom  tha 
paUUoB  ofhiTlDg  tmiapDMd  the  bllli,  thaa^  tha  ficl  of 
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eition  to  insist  on  the  scoideatal  advantase, 
wbicli  the  lean  majority  of  Uiree  kivm,  to  the 
opponents  of  the  measnro.  I  wish  the  will  of 
the  m^ority  of  this  Honse,  when  fairly  ex- 
pressed, to  take  effect ;  and,  whether  that  will 
may  aocord  or  conflict  with  my  own,  I  afaall 
cheerfully  Bobmit  to  its  mandate,  and  lend  my 
aid  to  its  ezpres^on. 

The  House  will  recollect,  that  the  bill  an- 
thorizing  the  donation  of  laitda  for  the  heneflt 
of  the  Dayton  Oanal,  passed  to  be  engrossed  by 
a  msjority  of  thirty-fiye.  It  ia  not  my  pnrpoae 
to  Bpeak  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two 
canals,  any  farther  than  to  ahow  the  inconaiBt^ 
ency  of  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  one  and 
opposed  tlie  other.  Sir,  I  did  not  admire  the 
manner  in  which  tMs  bill  was  yesterday  de- 
feated. The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dayton 
Canal,  one  of  less  Importance  than  the  Cleve- 
land Canal,  and  tme,  I  am  informed,  of  donbt- 
ful  practicability,  owing  to  a  mipposed  inaofS- 
cient  Bopply  of  water  on  the  snmmit  level, 
passed  in  sUence ;  sU  waa  calm  and  tranquil ; 
bnt,  the  moment  this  bill  was  called  up — a  bill 
depending  on  the  same  principles  as  &a  for- 
mer, but  dispensing  the  pnbUo  boonty  to  a 
more  meritonoiia  object — all  the  political  ele- 
ments were  in  agitation,  and  the  waves  of  par- 
ty were  dashing  it  to  destruction.  Bach  anxie- 
ty, aaoh  ahnffling,  snch  bolting,  snch  chan^g 
of  votes,  I  have  at  no  time  witnessed.  The 
oonflidon  has  not  been  eqnalled  since  the  tn- 
mnltaons  and  disastrons  retreat  of  the  army  of 


Sir,  I  concede  the  right  to  gentlemen  to 
change  their  votes  at  pleaanre,  neither  do  I,  in 
this  case,  impeaoli  the  motives  of  any  one. 
Those  gentlemen  who  voted  for  one  of  these 
bills,  and  against  the  other,  may  have  had  good 
and  weighty  reasons  for  so  doing,  which  they 
did  not  thinlc  proper  to  commnuicato  to  the 
Eonse.  But  it  so  happens,  that  some  fonrteen 
or  sixteen  gentlemen  who  thas  changed  their 
votes,  belong  to  the  same  political  side  of  the 
House ;  and  some  eight  or  ten  who  happened 
to  leave  their  places,  immediately  preceding 
the  vote,  belong  to  the  same  side.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  moved  this  bill, 
(Mr.  SiuiBSBBT,)  has  ffood  reason  to  exclaim, 
"Save  me  from  my"  Internal  Improvement 
"friends,  I  can  take  care  of  my  enemies." 
Why  did  the  gentleman  fi'om  Ohio,  not  now  in 
his  place,  (Mr,  Vibtor,)  deem  it  necessary  to 
attack  his  colleagne  (Mr.  Staubsbst)  in  rela- 
tion to  a  statement  made  by  the  latter  ?  Here 
we  see  two  gentlemen,  professing  to  be  em- 
barked in  the  same  canse,  and  aniJone  to  attain 
the  same  object,  at  odds  about  trifles,  and  cavil- 
ling abont  straws.  The  mover  of  this  bill,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  to  the  Honse,  bad 
stated  in  round  numbers,  that  abont  eight  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  now 
belonged  to  the  United  States.  Here,  then, 
was  presented  to  the  gentleman  (Mr,  Tihton) 
a  fine  opportnni^  to  show  his  stem  regard  to 


truth,  and  passionate  fbndnesa  for  tbe  Clev»- 
land  Canal  1  He  made  a  speech ;  gave  a  his- 
tory of  tJie  Ohio  lands ;  how  many  acres  tho 
United  States  originally  owned ;  how  many 
sold ;  and,  by  the  complex  role  of  subtraction, 
ascertained,  that  the  Qovemment  still  owns 
seven  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  and  not  the 
enormons  quantity  of  eight  millions,  as  asserted 
by  his  colleague,  ^Er.  Stambeebt.)  And  why 
aU  this  I  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
a  veil  to  throw  over  the  votes  of  gentleman 
who  had  made  np  their  minds  to  go  against 
the  bill !  Or  was  it  merely  for  the  pnrpose  of 
pntling  the  Honse  in  possession  of  this  impor- 
tant information  t  As  the  gentleman  voted  for 
the  hill,  I  am  bound,  in  charity,  to  believe  the 
former.  I  impeach  not  his  motives,  but  I  mnst 
be  permitted  to  remark,  that  his  course  was  illy 
calcn!«t«d  to  propitiate  a  friendly  feeling  for 
the  bill. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  was  not  content  with 
this  manifestation  of  his  devotion  to  the  inter- 
ests of  this  canal.  He  took  the  bill  to  his  fond 
embrace,  and  gave  It  a  warm  fraternal  hug,  (I 
thought  it  looked  blue  in  the  face  at  the  time.) 
In  the  abundance  of  his  zeal,  in  the  overflow- 
ing of  his  kindness,  he  prtiposed  an  amendment 
to  increase  the  donation  from  one-half  millloa 
to  twelve  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land. 
Was  this  intended  ss  an  evidence  of  hb  fHend- 
ship  for  the  bill,  or  waa  it  to  excite  a  spirit  of 
distrost  and  alarm  t  Diadaiming  sll  intention 
to  impn^  the  motives  of  the  gentleman,  I 
must  agam  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  Hoas& 
while  lam  permitted  to  say,  that  the  effect  Of 
such  a  proposition  was  well  calcnlat«d  to  defeat 
the  bill.  • 

Then,  sir,  follows  a  farce,  got  np  between 
two  friends  of  the  measure,  brethren  of  the 
same  political  koosehold — an  amicable  warfiare, 
a  mock  battle,  is  fou^t  tietween  these  co- 
workers in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  on  my  lef%  (Mr. 
ViKcK,)  somewhat  cavalierly,  and  in  ironic 
mood,  said,  in  snbstanoe,  that  a  gift,  by  the 
United  States  to  Ohio,  of  a  few  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  might  well  be  made — it  was 
of  no  consequence — a  mere  trifle  I  "0  do," 
says  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Hr.  i£^ 
LAST,}  "though  I  am  friendly  to  the  canaL  I 
can  never  consent  to  vote  away  the  public  do- 
main as  a  gift.  I  support  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  the  Government  has  already  re- 
ceived an  equivalent  in  the  enhanced  value  of 
ita  landa,"  Thus  ends  the  friendly  strife.  By 
this  time  the  victim  is  prepared  for  the  immo- 
lation; the  ceremony  is  performed,  and  the 
bill  is  handed  over  to  its  executioners.  Sir,  if 
it  was  right  to  pass  the  first  bill,  the  second  de- 
served a  better  destiny.  Whatever  merits  be- 
long to  one  are  common  to  both — tliey  involve 
the  same  principles,  and  should  go  hand  in 
hand  to  their  fate. 

Mr.  Clakk,  of  New  York,  conclnded  his  re-  - 
marks  by  moving  a  reoonsideifttion  of  yeetet- 
day's  vote. 
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Ur.  Buck  rose  and  Baid,  that  he  waa  not  a 
little  astonished  at  the  remarks  which  had  jnst 
McD  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 

Sir,  said  he,  I  was  in  the  House  yBsterday, 
■hea  the  bill  was  under  consideration,  to 
Thich  the  gentleman  hoa  alluded — the  bill 
grsotlng  lands  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  in 
mskiog  canals  anthorized  bj  that  State.  I 
CIS  in  the  House  just  before  the  vQt«  was 
takeo,  and  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
I  saw  nothing  of  the  confusion  and  eiciteinent 
Tbich  the  gentleman  states  to  have  then  oc- 
CQired.  The  gentleman's  remarks  are  calculated 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  bill  was  rejected  in 
coasequeoce  of  an  understanding  among  some 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  who  are  avow- 
edly friendly  to  the  policy  of  internal  improve- 
m«ata ;  but  sorely  such  cannot  be  the  fact,  for 
there  never  was  a  transaction  in  any  lepslative 
twdj,  more  aosceptible  of  eiplanation,  Uian  the 
vote  thus  ^ven.  There  is  not,  on- this  occa- 
SOD,  the  slightest  necessity  for  implicatiog  the 
cWacter  and  honor  of  this  House.  As  the 
geotlemon's  remarks  have  a  tendency  to  make 
in  improper  impression,  not  only  hero,  but  on 
lbs  poblic  miud  elsewhere — for  it  is  well  known 
lh«y  Till  not  be  confined  to  these  walls— I  will 
Kale  what  I  cousider  to  be  the  reason  which 
inflneDced  many  of  the  members,  in  the  mqior- 
it;  of  the  House,  to  vote  as  they  did.  I  had 
eiamined  both  bills  on  this  subject  before  I 
«is  called  on  to  vote — both  the  bill  rejected, 
ind  the  bUI  to  aid  the  Stute  of  Ohio  in  extend- 
ing [he  Uiami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake 
Ene;  for  I  then  felt,  and  still  feel,  a  lively  in- 
terest in.  behalf  of  both.  The  hill  rejected  is 
not,  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  based  npon 
(lie  lame  principles  of  the  other  bill :  for  ihe 
other  bin  grants  land  to  Ohio,  along  the  route 
of  the  canal,  reserving  alternate  sections  to  the 
Ckoeral  Government ;  but  the  former  proposes 
1  grant  of  land  cenerdly,  without  coimning  it 
to  the  route,  and  without  any  alternate  reser- 
vation. And  in  consequence  of  this  difference, 
whii;h  comnaratively  precluded  an  accruing 
benefit  to  tne  General  Government,  many  of 
those  in  the  nuyjority  of  the  House,  I  presume, 
(ir,  deemed  it  proper  that  they  should  vote 
tgun«t  iL  Indeed,  such  was  tiie  reason  as- 
■igned  to  me  by  some  of  the  members. 

Sir,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  there  ore  at  present 
two  cauals  contemplated,  one  crossing  the 
St»te  from  the  Scioto  to  Cleveland,  and  the 
other  from  Cincinnati,  by  Dayton  and  the  Ui- 
uni,  to  I^e  Erie.  The  grant  of  lands  made 
to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  represent,  covers  a  portion  of  the  temtory 
vithin  the  chartered  Umite  of  Ohio,  and  the 
W  cranting  lands  to  conatmet  the  Dayton 
Can^  as  it  is  called,  and  which  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  yesterday,  authorized  the 
State  of  Indiana  to  convey  Ibat  portion  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  on  snch  terms  as  they  may  agree 
OD  as  being  mutually  proper.  It  was,  there- 
fore, importaDt  to  the  two  States  that  this  lat- 
ter bill  should  have  passed,  as  it  prevents  tike 


difficnltiea  which  might  have  arisen,  and  what 
is  at  least  equally  important,  it  will  nrodace  a 
unity  of  interest.  The  gentleman  nas,  how- 
ever, stated  that  this  contemplated  canal  route 
by  Dayton  and  the  Miami  to  Lake  Erie,  as  he 
is  informed,  is  impracticable ;  that  the  scheme 
is  a  visionary  one.  But  I  must  say  to  that  gen- 
tleman that  this  is  not  the  fact :  for  the  conn- 
try  has  been  thoroughly  eiamined  by  skilful 
engineers,  and  they  have  given  the  fullest  as- 
surances that  it  is  procticaUe,  and  that,  too, 
with  great  facility.  The  statement  of  the  gen- 
Uemon,  in  this  particular,  might,  in  some  de- 
gree, prejudice  Uie  character  of  this  important 
work,  which  is  deeply  interesting  to  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  and  it  was  not  only  proper,  but  in- 
dispensable, that  I  should  rebut  the  statement 
with  the  fact. 

nir.  BuxB  having  observed  that  Mr.  O1.AKE 
had  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  Ohio  biUs  being 
taken  up  in  a  different  order  in  the  House,  ftom 
what  was  observed  in  committee, 

Ur.  MoDRK,  of  Alabama,  called  him  to  order, 
denying  that  Mr.  Clabk  had  made  any  such  re- 
mark, and  appealing  to  the  Chair  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  iu  order. 

The  Spbakeb  replied  that  he  had  board  no 
such  remark  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  that,  therefore,  any  tiling  purport- 
ins  to  be  in  reply  to  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Clabk  disclumed  having  made  the  re- 
mark imputed  to  him. 

Mr.  Blake  said,  that,  if  that  was  the  case, 
ho  must  have  greatly  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleman. He  bad  certdnly  thought  that  such  a 
remark  had  been  mode  hy  the  gentleman;  and 
he  was  persuaded  that  the  misplacing  of  the 
bills  must  have  happened,  if  at  all,  through  ac- 
cident only. 

Here  Mr.  Moobi  again  called  Mr.  Blakb  to 
order,  and  the  Sfkazbb  said 'that  the  bills  had 
not  been  misplaced ;  that  the  one  had  no  pref- 
erence over  the  other,  both  being  bills  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union ;  and  that  the  Clerk  had  done  noth- 
ing improper,  in  relation  to  them,  of  which  he 
had  any  knowledge.] 

Mr.  Stanbbrby  said,  that  he  rose  for  the 

Siurpose  of  making  reparation  to  the  wonnded 
eelings  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  He  had 
not  Men  correctly  understood  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  Honse  yesterday ;  and  if  he  had 
been  permitted  to  finish  his  remarks,  that 
officer  wonid  have  found  that  ho  hod  no  reason 
to  be  offended.  It  did,  indeed,  appear  to  him 
very  extraordinary,  that  the  bills  should  not 
have  been  taken  up  in  the  House  in  the  same 
order  as  they  had  been  considered  in  commit- 
tee, and  he  had  known,  perfectly  well,  that  it 
wonld  be  death  and  destruction  to  the  bill,  in 
which  he  felt  most  interested,  to  have  the  other 
first  considered.  He  had  seen,  however,  a  feel- 
ing manifested  on  the  occasion  which  he  did 
not  anticipato.  All  his  colleagues,  he  was  per- 
suaded, must  have  known  the  importance  of 
that  bill  to  tbe  SUte  of  Ohio,  and  must  bav« 
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It  and  ud  him  on  the  preeent 
He  repeated  tbat  the  accident  appeared  to  him 
nuMt  extraordinaij,  but  he  was  confident  the 
Clerk  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter ;  and  all 
he  had  wished,  was.  that  an  investigation  misht 
take  place,  to  see  ii  there  had  been  anjr  colln- 
Bion,  and  martagemeot,  in  prodQciog  the  remdt 
which  had  actuail^r  happened, 

Mr,  Vahob  Btia  he  beliered  there 
man  of  anj  partj  who  did  not  know  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  both  the  bills,  as  tending  to 
promote  interests  in  which  Ohio  was  deepl^r 
concerned ;  bat  if  one  of  them  was  to  be  pre- 
ferred before  the  other,  he  felt  entirely  satisfied 
tbat  the  preference  ought  to  be  pven  to  the 
bill  which  did  pass-— all  the  gentleman's  knowl- 
edge of  the  geography  of  Ohio  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  The  Dayt«n  Oanal  mns  from 
80  to  SO  miles  throneh  the  public  land^  where- 
a&  the  Scioto  Can^  did  not  nm  within  60 
miles  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Tork  had  signified  a  donbt 
whether  there  would  be  an  j  water  for  the  Day- 
ton Canal.  He  would  take  the  liberty  to  tell 
that  gentleman  that  the  region  throngh  which 
that  canal  mns  was  the  best  watered  portion  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  he  wonld  state  another 
fact,  which  was,  that  the  Scioto  Canal  wonld 
have  been  ori^nally  located  in  that  vicinity, 
had  not  the  population  of  the  State  required  it 
to  be  run  throngh  a  more  thickly  settled  por- 
tion of  the  conntry.  Be^des,  the  bill  for  the 
Daytcn  Canal  did  not,  in  effect,  give  the  State 
a  single  dollar,  because  the  alternate  sections 
reserved  to  the  United  States  were,  by  its  pro- 
visions, set  at  just  doable  the  ordinary  price, 
whereas,  the  other  bill  allows  the  State  to  so 
into  these  reserved  sections,  aud  select  lands  m 
one  section  of  Ohio  for  the  benefit  of  another 
section  of  the  same  State.  He  wonld  add  one 
word  as  to  the  refiectjons  oast  out  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Ur.  Cube,)  of  a  want 
of  sincerity  on  the  part  of  himself  aud  a  por- 
tion of  his  colieagues. 

[The  Speaekb  here  interposed,  and  said  that 
he  had  beard  no  snch  accusation  uttered  by  the 
gentieman  from  New  York,] 

Mr.  Vaitob  replied,  and  reminded  the  Speak- 
er that  the  gentieman  had  said,  that  vnen  a 
coUeagne  of  hie  (Ur.  Vinton)  got  hold  of  the 
bill,  he  grasped  it  till  he  made  it  bine  in  the 
face ;  and,  if  that  gentleman  meant  to  accuse 
him,  or  ench  of  his  colleagnes  as  acted  with 
him,  of  acting  a  double  part,  he  repelled  the 
insinnatitm  as  calnmnions.  Sincerer  fiienda  to 
the  interests  of  internal  improvements  were 
nowhere  to  be  found. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr. 
ISACKB,  who  advocated  the  reconsideration, 
apologized  for  not  having  more  fully  eipltuned 
the  facta  to  which  this  bill  related  when  it  was 
yesterday  before  the  committee,  and  pledged 
himself  to  satisfy  the  House  of  its  importance 
and  utility. 


SmaJ.  CMat,  1S2& 

Mr.  ViHTOir  commenced  a  statement  in  ex- 
planation of  the  remark  he  had  made  yesterday, 
the  purport  of  which  was  to  show  that  he  had 
proposed  nothing  in  the  House  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  which  he  had  not  previously  proposed 
in  theOommitteeon  the  Pnblio Lands:  butUie 
Speaker  pronounced  any  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  committee,  not  to  lie  in  order. 

Mr,  V.  then  disavowed  any  purpose  of  hos- 
tility to  the  bill,  in  the  amendment  which  he 
had  offered,  and  referred  to  the  fact,  that  the 
amendment  had  been  snstained  by  the  very 
gentiemen  who  now  seem  to  think  that  it  made 
the  bill  "  bine  in  the  &ce." 

Mr.  MxBOKB  now  delivered  a  speedi  of  some 
extent,  which  went  to  show  tiiat  there  was  QO 
necessary  coHimon  between  the  two  bills.  He 
attributed  the  fate  of  the  second  bill  to  the 
effect  of  a  statement  made  yesterday  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Bassbtt,)  founded,  as  he  under- 
stood, upon  a  calculation  of  a  gentieman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  MrrcBKLi,)  that  the  first  bill 
granted  in  effect  not  less  than  1,400,000  acrea 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  M.  then  went  into  a  calculation  to  show 
that  this  was  a  very  great  mistake  indeed,  and 
that  the  bill  granted,  in  reality,  less  than 
300,000.  The  oanal  would  cost  the  State  of 
Ohio  800,000  dollars,  and  the  grant  was  therefore 
a  good  bargain.  In  relation  to  the  second  bill, 
he  had  voted  with  mnch  less  information,  but 
had  been  led  to  support  it  chiefiy  from  the  con- 
sideration, that,  oat  of  the  forty  million  acres 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  United  States  owned 
eight  milliona,  which  wee  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
State.  The  General  Qovemment  had,  there- 
fore, a  large  interest  in  whatever  promoted  the 
value  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  oonntiy. 

Mr.  MooKz,  of  Alabama,  now  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the 
requeet  of 

Mr.  BxaoBSB,  who  went  at  large  into  an  ex- 
planation of  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of 
tbe  State  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  Scioto 
Canal.  He  described,  very  minutely,  the  course 
of  that  canal,  enumerating  the  various  tracts  of 
land  through  which  it  passed,  and  drew  from 
this  statement  an  aigument  to  show  that  the 
United  States,  as  a  landholder,  had  a  great  and 
manifest  interest  in  promoting  the  soccese  of 
that  canaL  He  disclaimed  tH  personal  and 
party  feelings  in  the  course  he  pursued,  enlarged 
upon  the  benefits  that  would  resnlt  from  this 
line  of  communication,  expressed  his  confident 
hope  that  it  wonld  be  sncceesfHilly  completed, 
and  hoped  that  the  bill  would  pass,  as  itsopera- 
tiona  wonld  ^ve  a  qnietus  to  a  few  noisy  dem- 
agiogues,  who  were  opposing  the  design  with  a 
view  to  their  own  aggrandizement. 

Mr.  MooBi  again  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  motion  was  sustained  by  the 
House — ayes  60,  noes  64,  and  carried. 

The  main  question  recurring  on  the  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  which  refused  hi  order  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  the  Honse 
resolved  to  reconMdBr--yeaB  10f^  nays  69. 
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l£r.  Wau>  how  maved  to  re-OMnmit  the  bill 
mth  uutmctions. 

Ifr.  HOOKB,  of  Alahama  moved  the  pKViotU 

qantion.    It  wu  nutainea— raas  102,  nxja  T8. 

Hm  main  qnestioQ  being  then  put  on  order- 
bf  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  waa  decided 
in  the  negative,  b;  jeas  86,  najB  67. 

So  the  bill  was  again  r^ectad, 
AitAama  Land  Sill. 

The  bill  granting  land  to'  Alabama,  to  aid  in 
■  canalroand  the  Jtuade  Shoala,  having  been 
np(Hted  bj  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and 
tha  qaestlon  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 


I.  of  Temieesee,  vent  into  an  ex- 
ttnded  explanation  of  tiie  geographical  sitna- 
tioD  of  the  GODntiy,  both  above  and  below  the 
lh»d»  Sboala,  stated  the  advantages  that  would 
bederived  fomi  the  contemplated  Improvement, 
ud  wsnnlj  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
whether  oonndered  in  reference  to  the  militarr, 
WDineroial  or  polilkal  efiJsota  that  would  restut 
ttom'A. 

The  hill   was  also  advocated  by  Messra. 
HaDrmi,  Isuiks,  and  Uoou  of  Alabama,  and 
'U  third  reading,  by  jeaa  84,  nays  01. 


dtoitstl 


An  engroflBed  bill  to  abolish  the  Agency  of 
the  United  Btates  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to 
provide  other  means  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
Uira  prohibituig  the  slave  trade,  and  for  other 
porpoees,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  title 
hivmg  been  amended,  was  passed. 

Fridat,  Uay  28. 
OharUt  OarroU  qf  CarroUton. 

The  Spkaexb  informed  the  Eoose  Hiat,  in  ez- 
Motkn  of  the  order  of  yesterday,  he  had  ad- 
dtnscd  the  following  letter  to  Oeaslss  Oab- 
■ou.  of  OarroUton : 

WuBnroTON,  M&y  23(1, 1SS3. 

Sa :  I  hare  the  honor  to  conunanlcate  to  70a,  by 
JbtcQon  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  the  en- 
dosed  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  Congrea, 
citoidliig  to  jou,  u  the  enly  surviriag  eicnier  of 
Iba  Declaration  of  IndeDeadenee,  the  privUega  of 
InuUaf.  Ton  vill  be  [Jeued,  sir,  to  receive  it  u 
■token  of  the  dis^gnished  respect  and  veneration 
■Ucli  CoDgreiB  entertain  toirards  an  early  and  de- 
nted fiiend  to  Ubertj,  and  one  who  stood  pre- 
■uwntlj  forward,  in  the  purest  and  noblest  band 
«/ oitriota  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

loonot  radst  the  gtatificatioa  which  tlus  oppor- 
tsoitjt  kflbrds,  of  pnblicly  teslitjiug  tbe  strong  senti- 
Dcntg  of  esteiem  and  veneration  which,  individually, 
I  entertain  for  your  eturacter  and  services,  and  ex- 
penng  an  earnest  hope,  tfast  the  evening  of  your 
^nof  life  may  be  as  peaceM  and  happy  as  it  has 
))««>  active  and  useful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yOur  obedient  and 
UiUbI  servant,  A.  8TETEKS0N, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Beps.  of  the  U.  S. 
To  Cbailb  Cxbioll  of  Carrolhon,  Ksq.,  Maryland 
Toi.  X^-IS 


Amavit  en  the  Praiden^t  Secretary. 

Hr.  UoDoFra  gave  notice  that  he  woold,  to- 
morrow, move  the  consideration  of  the  re»oln- 
tion  reported  by  him  from  the  Beleot  Oommit- 
tee on  the  enl^ect  of  an  assanlt  committed  by 
Bnssel  Jarvis  on  the  person  of  the  Preaident's 
private  Secretary. 

Mr.  QoB&uc  gave  notice  that  he  ehonld 
move,  by  way  of  amendment  to  that  report, 
the  following : 

Bmolved,  That  lUasel  Jarvis,  having  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  privilegea  of  thS  House,  the 

r  liter  do  forthwidi  issoe  his  warrant,  directed  to 
Sergeaiit-at-arms,to  take  sud  Jarvis  Into  ens- 
tody,  and  bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the  Bonse,  and 
that  said  Jsrvia  be  there  reprimanded  by  the  Speak- 
er for  said  offence,  and  Iw  then  discharged. 

Jiuolved,  That  tiie  ^waker  be  reqnerted  to  with- 
hold fhim  said  Jsrvis,  daring  this  and  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  the  oonrtesy  ntually  extended  to 
Editors  of  Hewsp^Mis,  of  an  admlssiim  to  the  floor 
of  this  House. 

Hr.  OoBBUi  aaked  that  this  paper  might  be 
printed. 

Ur.  P.  P.  BiABOTra  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  understanding  that  this  snbjeot 
ehonld  be  discussed  during  the  present  session  t 
Because,  if  b&  he  should  prees  to  have  it  taken 
up  to-day,  being  onder  the  most  ni^ent  necee- 
si^  of  leaving  uie  oi^  to-morrow. 

Hr.  OiASK,  of  K.  T.,  Bud,  that  he  bad  consid- 
ered this  as  a  small  matter,  and  as  being  got  op 
only  for  political  pnrpoees :  he  repeatef  that 
it  was  a  small  tSEair  from  first  to  tut— that  it 
had  evidently  been  got  np  tbr  politioal  effect- 
to  prodnoe  a  certain  effiect  upon  the  people,  and 
therefore — 

[Here  Ur.  Oubk  was  oaUed  to  wder  by  Mr. 
Bbkett  on  the  gromid  that  it  was  not  in  order 
now  to  disonss  the  saliijeat,  or  thos  to  speak  of 
the  motivei  and  intentions  of  a  Oommittee  of 
the  HoQse.] 

The  Bpxaxm  s^d  he  had  not  miderstood  the 
gentleman  as  meaning  to  reflect  npon  the  oc«q- 
mittee. 

Ur.  Oajibbxixiio  inqnired  whetfae^  alter  the 
honr  of  morning  business  had  expire^  any  res- 
olution or  report  could  be  reo^ved  unless  by 
consent  of  the  House  I 


_  expressly  asked  tbe 

permission  of  the  House  to  have  the  paper 
printed.  This  could  only  be  done  by  consent, 
and  it  was  for  the  House  to  determine  whether 
liiey  would  consent  to  the  requeat  or  not. 

Ur.  OufBBUXRB  farther  supported  his  ob- 
jection, and  infflsted  that  the  p^r  ooold  not 
DO  received. 

Ur.  Olakk  again  roae,  and  Inouired  whether, 
as  this  paper  appeared  to  have  for  its  ot^eot  no 
public  good,  but  merely  to  produce  p<^acal  ex- 


Mr.  Olabk  was  called  to  order  by  Ur. 
Vnrroir.     The  gentleman  was  imputii 
lives  of  an  improper  kind  to  the  gr- 
from  UaBsaohusetta,  (Ur.  Ooshak.)] 
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The  Spiakkb  eajd  ft  vu  certainly  ont  of 
order  to  do  so ;  bat  he  h&d  nnderetood  llie 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  as  uppljing  his 
morkB  only  to  what  would  be  the  ^eot  of  this 

Ml.  Olase  said  he  bad  not  impnted  any  im- 
proper motivea  to  the  member  from  UaBKachn- 
set^  or  to  tihe  oixtin>itt«e,  bnt  had  spoken  only 
of  what  he  thon^t  would  be  the  probable  ef- 
fect of  printdng  thia  report,  and  inqoired 
whether  the  House  oaght  to  lend  its  aid  ia  pro- 
daoing  any  snob  effect.  They  had,  already, 
npon  the  table,  two  able  reports  from  the  ma- 
ori^  and  minority  of  the  Select  Coniniitt«e, 
which  reports  differed  essentially  on  principle. 

The  Sp&iXEB  here  reminded  Hr.  Olise,  that 
tt  was  not  in  order  to  discuss  reports,  which 
were  not  now  before  the  Hoose,  they  having 
been  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  not  yet  having 
been  laid  upon  the  tables  of  members. 

Mr.  C0111.TIB  B^d,  that  though  he  doubted 
the  propriety  of  receiving  snob  a  paper  as  that 

tost  read,  in  that  stage  of  the  boMncM  in  which 
t  had  been  presentet^  yet  this  having  been  pre- 
Boited  (as  it  seemed  to  be  nnderstood)  by  the 
t*olt  consent  trf  the  Honse,  and  the  paper  hav- 
ing been  received,  he  hoped  that  it  wonld  be 
pnnted,  and  that  all  oppo^tion  to  the  printing 
of  it  would  be  withdrawn ;  for,  be  would  ask, 
if  the  Honse  shoold  rafVue  to  oraer  the  printing 
of  this  paper,  what  favorable  effect  wonld  ensue 
to  the  oanse  of  thoae  gentlemen  who  opposed 
the  printing  I  The  r^osal  to  print  it  wonld 
not  conceal  the  matter  from  the  country,  as  it 
wonld  immediately  go  into  the  pnblic  prints ; 
nor  wonld  it  prevent  the  presentation  of  it  at 
the  proper  time.  He  repeated  bis  hope,  that 
the  paper  having  been  received,  it  woiud  be 
■Uowea  to  be  printed. 

[Hr.  OAKBSKunra  here  interrupted  Hi,  Com.- 
TBR,  t«  observe,  that  the  paper  had  not  yet 
been  received,  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  not  be.] 

The  Spxakes  eeii,  thot  the  gentleman  from 
Uassaohnsetts  having  obtuned  the  floor  by 
consent  of  the  Honse,  had  asked  that  tha  paper 
should  be  received  and  printed,  but  this  was 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Honse. 

Ur.  OonLTBR  replied,  that,  in  that  aspect  of 
the  subject,  he  should  have  no  greater  objec- 
tion to  receive  this  paper,  than  ne  should  to 
the  receiving  of  any  other  paper  In  the  like  c!r- 
onmstances ;  bnt  he  still  thought  that  this  was 
not  a  proper  stage  of  the  bo^ess  for  the  Honse 
to  receive  it  at  all. 

The  qnestion  was  divided  accordingly,  and 
recnrring  first  on  the  receiving  of  the  paper 
offered  by  Mr.  GIobeax, 

The  Spxiesb  explained  that  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  the  House  to  permit  such  reiinests  t« 
be  made,  and  frequently  to  comply  witL  them, 
by  ordering  the  papers  to  be  printed  in  antici- 
pation, before  the  subject  to  which  it  related 
was  Bctnolly  before  the  House. 

Hr.  C01TLT8B  said,  that  ho  had  before  oliject- 
ed  to  the  receiving  of  this  paper,  not  on  acconnt 
of  its  particalw  tenor,  bnt  npon  general  prin- 


ciples. He  hoped  it  wonld  come  before  the 
House  in  the  proper  time,  and  that  the  salyect 
would  be  decided  upon  with  calmness  and  de- 
liberation. He  shonld  be  as  willing  that  this 
p^jer  shonld  be  printed  as  any  other,  presented 
under  like  circumstances;  and, 'as  it  appeared, 
from  the  statement  of  the  Chwr,  that  other 
papers  have  been,  in  like  manner,  allowed  to  be 
prmt«d,  be  saw  no  reason  why  this  should  not 
take  the  same  course.  On  the  subject  to  which 
it  related,  he  had  indeed  a  most  decided  opinion. 
He  was  as  hostile  to  the  purport  of  the  paper 
itself  as  any  one  possibly  could  be;  but  be 
hoped,  nevertheless,  that  it  would  be  received 
and  printed. 

Hr.  QosBOi.  vaiA  he  had  been  surprised  at 
the  objection  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  ClabTj)  and  at  the  avowed 
grounds  of  it.  He  had  himself  been  in  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Select  Committee  who  hod  report- 
ed on  thia  matter,  which  minority  had  reported 
on  principles  adverse  to  those  avowed  by  the 
m^ority,  and  had  concluded  their  report  by  an 
expression  of  their  opinion  that  some  punish- 
ment ought  to  be  inflicted  by  the  Hoose,  for 
the  breach  of  its  privileges.  Yet  now,  when 
that  minority  wished  to  oarr^  out  the  princi- 
ples they  had  avowed  in  their  report,  by  pro- 
posing a  punishment  as  light  as  possibly  that 
gentleman  had  had  the  hardihood  to  rise  in  bis 
place  and  openly  diarge  them  with  improper 


The  Spraxkb  here  interposed,  and  said  that 

he  had  not  understood  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  as  intending  to  impugn  the  motives  of  the 
committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  but  as  merely 
stating  the  effect  which  he  apprehended  wonld 
follow  from  receiving  and  pnnting  this  paper. 

Hr.  GoESAn  replied,  that  the  gentleman  had 
certainly  said  it  was  got  up  with  a  view  to  po- 
litical effect;  hut  snch  was  not  the  fact,  He 
had  introduced  it  to  the  Honse,  with  the  ei- 
presB  purpose  of  showing  the  views  of  aportion 
of  that  committee,  as  to  the  conrse  which  ought 
to  be  pnrsued  in  this  -case.  It  was  the  only 
mode  left  to  them  of  giving  publicity  to  the«e 
views ;  because,  beins  in  a  minority,  they  ap- 
peared to  assent  to  wnat  was  done  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  conunittee.  But,  Hr.  G-  said,  he 
could  never  consent  to  have  an  impression  go 
abroad^  that  he  assented  to  the  doctrines  in  the 
report.  As  to  what  shonld  finally  be  done,  he 
was  entirely  indifferent.  It  was  not  so  much 
with  a  view  to  the  action  of  the  Honse,  that  he 
wished  to  nresent  thia  amendment,  as  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  the  sentiments  of  a  portion 
of  uiat  committee  be  publicly  known,  and,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  call  up  the  subject  to-morrow, 
Ur.  Q.  felt  bonnd  also  to  give  notice,  that,  in 
that  case,  he  should  offer  the  proposed  amend- 

Ur.  P.  P.  Barbodb  had  no  manner  of  objec- 
tion to  the  printing  of  this  paper,  other  than 
that  which  grew  out  of  the  pecuiiar  persooal 
situation  which  he  bad  already  stated  to  the 


Hit,  1838.] 

Book.  The  reaoliition  which  the  gentlem&n 
hid  read,  and  which  he  intended  to  offer  bj 
WKj  of  unendmeot  to  the  report  of  the  com.- 
milUe,  was  one  which  had  relation,  not  to  &et, 
bat  merely  to  opinion :  for,  aa  to  the  facts  of 
this  ease,  there  was  no  dispnte,  Tha  m^oritj 
(nd  the  tninoritj  of  the  conunittee  agreed  upon 
the  EuU,  and  differed  onlj  aa  to  the  principle 
ioToived.  As,  therefore,  the  paper  gave  no  ad- 
ditknol  infonnation  to  the  Honse,  aa  to  facts, 
be  Mw  DO  neoeaait}-  of  ordering  it  to  be  printed. 
It  would,  of  course,  find  ita  way  into  the  public 
prints,  and  would  thus  have  all  the  pnblicitj 
gMtunea  mold  wish.  In  the  meanwhile,  he 
(arneftlj  desired  that  the  House,  if  it  went  into 
this  ratject  at  all,  wonld  take  it  np  to-da; ;  be- 
caoM,  (tanding  toward  it  in  the  relation  he  did, 
be  felt  aa  if  he  onght  to  be  present  when  it  was 
dlEcnssed;  and  yet  it  wonld  pnt  him  to  the 
most  extreme  degree  of  inconvenience  to  be 
obTiged  to  remain  In  his  seat  another  day.  Ur. 
Bl  said  he  knew  that  tha  personal  incon- 
Tenience  of  any  individual  formed  bat  a  slight 
rnuon  fbr  any  determination  of  the  Honse,  yet, 
he  could  not  bat  nrge  the  oonaideration  of  this 
tatgect  to-day.  Slkiold  the  printing  of  this 
piper  be  reftued,  he  wonld  move  to  postpone 
the  orders  of  Hie  day,  with  a  view  of  going  at 
once  into  tha  discnssioiL  of  the  report  of  the 
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Ur.  ICuoKB  B«d  his  oolleagne  had  given 
«hst  he  eooaidered  aa  the  strongest  of  reasons, 
why  the  printing  of  tlua  paper  shoutd  be  or- 
dered :  lor  he  had  given  notioe,  that,  if  it  were 
not,  he  ihoald  move  the  postponement  of  all 
the  bosineaa  on.  the  table  of  the  House,  for  the 
puTpoae  of  going  into  a  discussim  of  iha  prin- 
ciples involved  in  the  report  and  counter  report 
from  the  Select  Oonmiittee.  Now  the  Hoase 
hid  but  three  Juridical  days  remuning,  and  he 
omld  not  beUeve,  that  the  mle,  which  oonfined 
th«e  days  to  the  consideration  of  matters  orig- 
initiog  in  one  Honse,  and  to  be  acted  on  In  the 
othsr,  ever  contemplated  the  speading  of  them 
m  inch  a  discnssiou  as  mnst  necessarily  grow 
oat  of  that  report.  If  it  must  be  discussed,  it 
waoid  be  beet  to  reserve  the  sulject  until  Ifon- 
day,  when  this  House  could  not,  by  the  roles, 
Kt  aa  any  Butfject  reqniring  the  action  of  the 
other  branch,  and  devote  to-day  and  to-mor- 
luv  to  the  oonuderation  of  Senate  bills.  As 
to  the  merits  of  tbe  present  qneatjon,  he  had 
never  known  an  instance  in  which  the  minority 
of  1  committee  had  been  refused  the  privilege 
rf  nuking  known  their  views,  in  as  open  a 
toaoner  as  the  mijjority ;  and  ho  referred  to  the 
celebrated  case  of  the  Ifissouri  question,  aa  ui 
isitance  in  ^inL  If  this  privilege  were  grant- 
ed to  one  minority,  be  did  not  see  how  it  could 
he  withheld  from  another.  But  he  declared  his 
determination  to  vote  against  taking  up  the 
nbiect  Xo-Aaj. 

Mr.  HuiiLTON  said  he  WB«  obliged  to  bis 
friend  from  Virginia,  for  the  suffgestion  which 
he  had  made,  because  he  hopedthat  it  would 
have  Kune  effect  in  tranquillizing  an  excite- 


ment, which  he  was  sorry  to  witness.  He  waa 
far  from  considering  this  snlyect  as  one  of  such 
'  vast  importaiir«  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think.    Hethought  the  debate  which  bad  taken 

8 lace,  was  something  like  a  storm  in  a  teapot. 
:  had  been  the  practice  of  the  House — a  very 
bad  practice  he  flionght — to  receive  the  report 
of  a  minority  of  a  committee,  when  they  desired 
to  present  one,  and  to  order  it  to  be  printed 
with  that  of  the  minority :  but,  in  the  present 
case,  there  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  *ub  modo  mi' 
nority ;  the  committee  seemed  to  be  moving  in 
trianglea.  The  House  had  one  report  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  another  from 
the  minority,  and  now  it  was  presented  with  a 
new  report,  from  what  seemed  to  be  a  subdi- 
vision of  that  minority.  He  considered  it  a 
bad  itractaoe  to  receive  the  reports  of  minorities 
at  all,  but  such  bad  been  the  practice  of  tbe 
House  on  former  occasions,  and  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  it  should  be  departed  from  in  this  par- 
ticular Instance,  There  seemed  to  hirn,  on  the 
contrary,  to  be  a  good  reason  why  this  whole 
Bulfject  should  be  postponed  until  Xondsy;  and 
It  was,  that  the  members  of  the  House  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  reports  of 
the  committee:  it  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed,  but  bad  not  yet  oonie  from  the  ofSce, 
He  was,  therefore,  not  informed  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject, and,  therefore,  not  prepared  to  act  upon 
iL  He  hoped,  in  the  meanwhile,  that  tbe 
House  would  extend  to  the  gentleman  from 
Uassachnsetta  the  usual  courtesy  of  allowing 
his  amendment  to  be  printed  beforehand. 

Mr.  WaiKB  said,  that  there  appeared,  in  this 
case,  to  be  a  triune  committee,  a  majority,  a 
minority,  and  a  enb-minority.  As  tbe  House 
had  received  and  printed  reports  from  the  ma- 
jority and  minority,  he  did  not  »ee  why  it 
should  refuse  to  print  the  present  p^>eT,  which 
he  viewed  in  tbe  light  of  a  third  report. 

Mr.  Stbriobbb  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  VassachaseUiB,  for  the  re- 
ceiving of  this  paper,  upon  the  table ;  decided 
by  yeas  27,  nays  14fi. 

Mr.  Clask,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  reoep- 
tion  of  the  paper  offered  by  Mr.  Goshaji,  on  the 
gronnd  that  no  offence  had  been  committed 
against  the  dignity  of  this  House,  nor  any  breach 
of  privilege.  The  geutleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Hamiltom)  had  very  properiy  repro- 
bated the  practice  of  receiving  reports  and  pro- 
tests from  the  minmildes  of  ocHomittees ;  and 
would  ha  now  advocate  extending  this  prao- 
tice,  by  printing  and  receiving  this  reportf 

Tha  gpsAEKK  Bud  it  was  not  a  report  from 
any  committee,  but  merely  a  paper,  which  a 
member  of  the  House  asked  leave  to  have 
printed ;  and  it  had  been  the  practice  of  th« 
HouBe,  on  many  oocanons,  to  comply  with  re- 
quests of  a  similar  kind. 

Mr.  Olasc  said,  it  waa,  in  aubatanoe,  a  re- 
port The  House  had  received  one  rep<»i  fhun 
the  m^ority  of  that  otHumittee,  and  another 
from  the  minority;  now  they  were  asked  to 
reodve  a  third  report.    He  believed  the  cms 
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vu  without  a  p&rallel,  milMS  it  was  to  be  re- 
oeived  imder  the  preteit  of  b«ing  au  amend- 
ment  It  was,  to  be  aare,  in  parliainentary 
BtrictDess,  an  amendment;  bat  it  was,  in  snh- 
stanee,  a  report.  He  was  confident  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Garoiisa  mnat,  on  reflection, 
perceive  that  this  wonld  be  extending  a  prac- 
tice, which  he  professed  to  disapprove.  Mr.  0. 
diaclaimed  any  reference  to  the  personal  mo- 
tivee  of  gentlemen,  and  inBisted  that  he  had 
spoken  onl  j  of  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
paper.  He  had  no  wish  to  stifle  it,  nor  would 
■noh  be  the  effect  of  refo^g  to  print  it.  It 
woold  still  go  to  the  commonity  with  that  re- 
ftisal  of  the  Hoose,  and  gentlemen  were  at  lib- 
ertj  to  make  what  thej  conld  of  it.  The 
gronnd  on  which  he  opposed  the  reception  of 
the  paper  wae,  that  this  House  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  case  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  MooBs,  of  AUbama,  now  demanded  the 
preriona  qnestion,  and  the  call  was  soslained 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  New  Tork,  now  demanded 
tiiat  the  main  qnestion  shonld  be  divided,  and 
pnt,  first,  on  receiving  the  paper,  and  then  npon 
printing  it 

It  was  divided  accordingly ;  and  the  qnestion 
recnrring  on  recefvinK  the  paper  offered  by  Mr. 
GoBHAif,lt  was  decided  as  follows:  yeas  122, 
nava47. 

The  paper  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Satusday,  May  M. 
The  BetrtTtehmtnt  Seport. 

Mr.  Haioltoit,  from  the  Committee  on  Ke- 
trenehment,  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Honse  a 
massofdoonments,  which  had  accmnnlated  in  the 
oourge  of  the  investigations  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  Haviltox  said,  that,  in  reporting  the 
papers  and  doooments  from  the  Comnutt«e  on 
Eetrenohment,  to  be  placed  on  the  flies  of  the 
Honse,  on  which  their  recent  report  was 
grounded,  he  was  directod  by  that  committee 
to  say,  that,  from  the  want  of  time,  they  had 
not  been  able,  with  sufficient  consideration,  to 
prepare  and  mature  the  bills  and  resolntions 
neoessary  to  oarry  their  several  recommenda- 
tions into  effect,  even  if  the  House  could  have 
considered  them :  but  as  they  had  acted  with 
perfect  good  faith  to  the  House  on  the  subject 
confided  to  them,  and  nnder  an  hone«t  convic- 
tion that  the  reforms  they  had  proposed  were 
essential  to  a  wise  economy  and  strict  aocoont- 
ability  in  the  public  expenditures,  the  m^ortty 
of  that  committee  had  determined,  on  an  early 
day  of  the  next  session,  to  move  a  recommit- 
ment of  the  report  with  a  view  of  reorganizing 
the  committee,  uid  reporting  the  bills,  after  fiill 
.  deliberation  on  their  severd  provisions.  And 
to  this  the  Honse  might  consider  snch  of  the 
majority  as  pledged,  who  mi^t  be  destined  to 
return  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Oahbreldio  said  that,  in  the  report 
from  the  minority  of  that  committee  oerttto 
matters  were  stated  as  facts,  which  were  not 


facts.  That  report  had  never  been  snbmitted 
to  the  committee ;  and  he  conld  not  bat  mj 
that  he  considered  it  as  having  been  introduced 
into  the  Honse  in  an  nnparliamentarj  manner. 
Mr.  0.  here  quoted  from  the  report  the  foUov- 
ing  pa£sagee: 

"In  coocIasioQ,  the  mlnorit;  of  the  committ«e 
would  remu^,  th&t,  from  the  muiDec  tn  nbuA  Die 
report  of  the  mBJority  ««s  prepared,  it  hu  been  im- 
poBsible  for  the  nUiority  to  examine  <la  eoatenta 
and  present  their  obserrations  npoD  them,  u  fnllj 
u  they  could  hive  wished,  or  is  the  impertanee  M 
many  of  the  topics  would  re<]nire.  Tbs  dilbrent 
sabject<  of  iQTegtigKtion  were,  at  an  eulf  period, 
referred  to  sub-committees,  of  each  of  which,  ooe 
of  the  mioorilj  was  ■  member.  Towirdi  tfae  dow 
of  their  lahora,  sketches  of  their  reports  (genenlij 
brief)  were  eihibited  bj  the  chairmm  of  the  sub- 
committees, to  the  indiridusl  forming  the  mmorilf. 
In  most  cases,  these  sketches  were  in  the  hisdi  of 
that  [ndlvidu^  but  a  few  dajs,  and  In  one  cum,  it 
least,  but  a  few  hours.  These  sketches  being  ^d 
returned  to  the  obairman  of  the  committee,  were, 
b;  him,  made  the  basis  of  a  geneml  report,  in  which, 
however,  new  matters  were  introduced,  of  which, 
the  minotity,  having  no  previous  notice  «t  them, 
will  be  fooad  to  baie  prepared  do  eiplaDstion.  It 
has,  trf'  course,  been  imposribls  for  them  to  elfduii 
what  they  did  not  know  to  have  been  objected  to. 
This  is  now  mentioned,  not  as  matter  ttl  com- 
plaint,  but  M  matter  of  bet,  relative  to  tlie  mods 
in  which  the  minorit;  of  the  committee  have  <U*- 
charged  their  dutj." 

Now,  ur,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  rose  merely  to  sij,  as 
one  of  the  members  who  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare one  of  these  sob-repcotB,  (here  called 
"  sketches,"}  that  they  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  gentlemen  for  a  conmderable  time  befora 
they  were  adopted  in  committee.  The  greater 
part  of  the  matter  they  contained,  was,  indeed, 
snbmitted  to  them  ten  days  b^ore  the  commit- 
tee reported.  I^  afterwards,  any  thing  wis 
added,  it  was  not  such,  either  in  quantity  or  im- 
portance, as  would  warrant  the  assertion  con- 
tained in  the  minority's  report  My  own  sab- 
report  was  certainly  presented  to  one,  at  lesst, 
of  the  minority  in  time  for  it  to  be  examined; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  minority  were,  thronghout  the 
whole  investigation,  indulged  in  every  fwm  in 
which  it  was  possible ;  they  had  all  the  Dppo> 
tunity  that  conld  reasonably  be  desired  to  ei- 
amine  the  report  before  it  was  brought  into  the 
Honse.  At  last,  when  that  report  was  finallj 
prepared,  and  submitted  to  the  committee,  I 
moved  taat  it  should,  on  the  same  day,  be  re- 

Sorted  to  the  Honse,  which  I  was  induced  to 
0,  from  the  lateness  of  the  session,  and  with  a 
desire  that  it  might  come  into  the  Honse  in 
tjme  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  8EBGBANT  sud,  that,  as  one  of  the  mi- 
nority of  that  committee,  he  must  take  the  Ub- 
erty  of  eeying  that  they  did  not  consider  the 
member  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Caxbhblixo) 
as  having  any  anthority  to  declare  to  than 
what  it  was  right  for  them  to  say  In  thdr  re- 
port, and  what  It  was  not    He  did  Dot  know 
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mr,  ISiS.]  OUo  ( 

M  what  groQud  tliat  member  held  the  tight  to 
tdl  other  memben  how  to  do  tbetr  doty. 
Every  Motleman  most,  on  that  point,  judge  uid 
ml  for  himself,  and  do  hia  dntj  with  miwi  abil- 
ity »  be  might  possess,  be  it  Kreater  or  less. 
Bot,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  he  would  say, 
tint  the  statement  which  the  gentleman  bad 
quoted  from  the  report  of  the  minority,  had 
not  been  made  with  any  nnkind  intention  to- 
ward the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  he 
b««ed  to  Bay,  generally,  that  the  minority  had 
mS»  no  oompl^t  of  the  oonduot  of  the  com- 
■littM,  nor  did  they  feel  that  they  had  any 
MOM  to  do  SO.  If  they  had,  they  woold  have 
Mited  it,  and  made  the  oomphihit  All  who 
wan  preaent  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
when  tbe  committee  held  ita  last  meeting,  (the 
gtDtleman  from  New  York  had  been  present 
doly  part  of  the  time,)  mnat  know  what  the 
ooone  of  the  minority  bad  b«en.  Tbe  papers 
from  the  other  members,  which  the  genUeman 
alls  snb-mports,  were  put  into  the  huids  of  the 
fliMim^n  At  a  very  late  period,  and  he  had 
bteo  obliged  to  work  very  hard  to  digest  them 
into  a  rq>ort  ia  the  time  he  did  so.  All  the 
'    t  ot  ihe  committee  gave  him  credit  for 


Boose  in  time  to  have  it  acted  npon  with  dne 
delibvaUoa.  He  did  intend,  as  all  the  com- 
mittee knew,  to  have  presented  it  sooner,  bat 
found  that  to  be  impracticable.  When  the  re- 
pnt  was  bronght  into  the  committee,  the  gen- 
tlanu  from  New  York  (Mr,  Oahbebi-sks} 
nored  that  it  should  be  reported  to  th«  Hoiue 
OB  thtt  day.  A  member  of  tbe  committee, 
tram  ICassaohiuetta,  (Mr.  Evekbit,)  moved  to 
ddar  it*  ^«aentation  till  the  day  following,  on 
tlie  grmmd  that  the  minority  bad  not  an  op- 
podnnity  of  preparing  a  reply  to  any  new  mat- 
t«r  it  mmtt  oKitaia ;  btit  bis  motion  was  over- 
lolcd.  The  minority,  thna  aitnated,  felt  it  in- 
nmb«nt  on  tham  to  ttat«  the  &M!t,  as  ea  excuse 
tor  ooltting  (if  they  ahonld  have  omitted)  to 
nply  to  all  Uie  matters  in  the  report  of  the 
ujarity.  The  two  portions  of  tbe  committee 
di&rtd  in  Uieir  views,  from  the  bennning  to 
tba  eod  of  their  prooeedings,  bat  all  in  good 
bunor,  and  with  mntnal  respect  The  minor- 
ity nevBr  meant  to  aa;r,  or  in^o^  that  they 
hid  soy  oonqolaint  agunat  the  rest  of  the  otan- 
niUaa;  for,  he  repeated,  that,  if  they  hod  so 
Hi,  they  would  have  made  the  complaint — as 
be  would  now  do,  if  he  thought  he  bad  any 
MOSS,  which  he  did  not. 

Six  O'Olocx,  P.  U. 
Thanki  to  His  £^mJim: 
Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Hew  York,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing naolution. 

Baehtd,  That  the  thuika  of  this  Honae  be  pie- 
MHcd  to  the  honorable  Ahduw  Stctbisoii,  Speak- 
n,  for  the  di^ty,  impartiality,  promptitade,  and 
■biEu,witli  whieh  be  baa  diuhu^  the  datiea  of 
(be  Qiair,  daring  the  present  semon. 


CH.« 


The  Sfiakcb  now  retired,  and  o^ed  Hr. 
MooBE,  of  Alabama,  to  the  ohair. 

tfr.  AiBvarsoHa  rose,  and  was  prefacing  a 
motion  to  lay  the  resolotion  opon  the  table 
with  some  remarks,  discMming  all  personal 
want  of  reapeot  toward  the  Speaker,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Oambbeizno. 

Mr.  Arhbtboho  made  his  motion,  and  was 
again  proceeding  with  some  remarks,  when  he 
was  pronounced  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  Ohaisiun  now  reminded  Mr.  ARMaTBONO 
that  he  migbt  inuat  on  bis  moticm  to  lay  tbe 
reeolntjon  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  being  then  out  of  his  seat,  did  not  re- 
spond to  the  Ohair ;  and  the  vote  waa  abont  to 
be  taken ;  when 

Mr.  AKMBTBOHa  rose,  and  commenced  aome 
prefatory  remarks  of  the  same  general  tenor 
aa  before. 

He  was  again  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Oau- 

BBELEKO. 

Many  members  now  rose  at  once  to  address 
tbe  Chair,  but  Mr.  Vimoir  eaooeeded  in  obt^n- 
ing  the  floor,  contended  that  the  former  motion 
of  Mr.  AsMBTBOKQ,  not  having  been  withdrawn, 
waa  still  in  course  before  the  House  and  did 
not  need  to  be  formally  renewed. 

Tbe  Obaibkak  now  eipltuned ;  recapitnlated 
the  sereral  stages  of  the  debate,  and  decided 
that  it  would  be  in  order  for  Mr.  AaiDrrzoNa 
to  renew  hia  motion.  He  having  renewed  it, 
accordingly,  Mr.  WiLni  demandedf  the  yeaa  and 
nays,  which,  being  taken,  stood — yeaa  Gl, 
naya  lOI. 

The  nudn  qneaUon  was  taken,  by  yeas  111, 
ni^28. 

So  the  resoluUon  of  thanks  to  tbe  Speaker 
waa  adopted. 

Ohio  OanaU. 

Tbe  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  eonrideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  aid 
the  State  of  Obio  in  extending  the  Miami  Oanal 
from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Tbe  amendments  oonsist  of  two  parts.  The 
first  ia  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Ohio  600,000 
acrea  of  land  to  aid  in  malttng  the  Soioto,  or 
Grand  Oanal,  In  that  State,  In  addition  to  the 
land  granted  by  tbe  bill^itael^  and  is  the^s 

some  days  ago.* 


*ADd  thu  tl»  Btita  ot  OtJa  iMalrtd  two  inBt*  «f  Und 
In  ana  d>jr,  snd  In  OM  bin,  («i>d  OB*  of  tbni  iftar  It  kid  b*W 
twlei  r^Htad  In  th*  Hous  of  B«pnHaUlTi^  to  sM  la 
uUsgiuili  witUa  tb«  8t»ti  ■  BiMt  oauail  Ahtm  <f 
UlMnUly,  <rf  whtoh  tbw*  tod  baoa  M  onnapla,  nd  bM  kMB 
Bolnltetl**.    TiiltiaonMUtrUrksWaaMitarwwM 


■oaUMr' Ob  >^  lugvagcoIoMaf  tk 
ptaodl  wlthont*bDirlBawh>t,indliov;  ud  *■  u  ilsdda- 
lioBoftfa«*B<ciuBvytLRnrBll^t— u  tBStaasan  «■•— 
oa  tba  iHulBiM  ongfltloUaa  la  Uch  puV  tbOM,  It  BIV  k« 
pndUldaliaMtSMlTelt    Thjaalhofolttlaalirilpills 


0.5IC 
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dot  of  ikt  a*MtiiM. 


Hi.  WiLLLUfB  and  Hr.  McOoT  opposed  the 
ameodmenU ;    and  the?  were  wannlj  adTO- 

catod  bj  Mr.  PnTugg^  and  at  considerable 
length  ij  Mr.  Ftnslit,  who  g&ve  a  AiU  state- 
meat  ot  th«  oriKJD,  state,  and  value,  of  the  pres- 
ent canals  in  Ohio,  and  explained  the  necessit; 
for  the  aid  of  the  OoTemment  in  completing 

Mr.  WmosT,  of  OUo^  aaid  it  was  not  his  ob- 
ject to  oonsome  the  time  of  the  Honae  in  debate 
at  this  late  hour,  however  mnoh  he  might  be 
disposed  to  olfject  to  the  proviaiona  of  that  part 
of  the  amendment  jnat  read,  if  thej  stood  alone ; 
jet,  as  the  objections  rested  on  matters  of  ex- 
pediencj  only,  not  affecting  principle,  aa  they 
were  connected  with  a  snl^eot  of  deep  interest 
to  the  State  he,  in  part,  repreaented,  hia  ob- 
ject waa  merely  to  express  a  hope  that  the  en- 
tire amendment  of  the  Senate  would  be  agreed 
to,  rather  than  to  jeopard  the  bill,  by  retnming 
it  agun  to  the  Sei^te. 

MoNSAT,  May  36. 

Ifatumal  Paintingt. 

Mr.  EvKRKTT  enbmltted  the  following  reso- 


■bla  to  dii ».  B«  vu  oonloiiiiioruy  with  Qa  ■rmt,  ud  ■ 
eloHotiHrTnaflC,udaTSi)aD  nctor  in  It, » Iki  •■  uditlDg 
Is  ths  other  bnosh  or  CongnM,  (th*  S«nit«,)  la  u  ittiiiipt 
to  **  oomot  IhB  prooodnn."  He  will  glTe  the  lolntloii — 
thai ;  The  pi«aldel)tlil  election  depending,  mnd  the  Msod* 
or  the  two  eudldUe^  (aonntl  JwUan  mid  Mi.  Adun,) 
botb  AoiloDfl  to  gain  the  rota  of  Ohio  fOr  Iti  IkTorite,  oon- 
»lT6d  the  Hme  Idee  etnaC  the  •eme  time ;  mmelj,  thit  ■ 
Uberel  gtmat  of  lend  to  the  Stete  would  be  ■  help  to  the  om- 
didiit*  wh«e  iBi^orten  Dbtelaed  It.  Bobothpertlu  (mem- 
ben  <tf  Ohio,  of  «aiUM}moTed  In  the  biulntee,  each  bilngtn; 
in  ■  eepumta  bill,  lat  tttii  On  ths  fuU  uioiitit  oT  land  ei- 
peetAd.  BotthaMecdiot  JeekHmwenaUtUe  the  qnleh- 
••t,ud  tot  in  their  bill  flnt,  end  eecured  It  the  Ont  oould- 
•ntloa  la  the  OoDuBlctee  of  th*  WholD,  wber*  It  WM  igited 
to;  end  then,  belDg  ebeed  ud  ieaoUiiiied  In  the  oommlttse, 
Ite  peMige  wii  ooneldared  to  1>e  a  mattor  of  ooiuw  when  re- 
ported to  the  Hama.  Bnt  here,  that  ■*»»•>  ntraorMtam 
OMldtnt^  hq^Mned.  The  biU  wbloh  bad  been  before,  got 
behind.  Thaonebelowlt  on  theealendar  got  above  Itln  the 
llle;  aad  being  taken  np  flnt,  wu  pawed  belbre  the  "  oocf- 
ni  ktal  to  the  other  bill— 
"— ae  one  or  Ita  Mends  flo- 
elai«d,lt  being  Impoarfble  to  eipaot  two  bllli,nir  two  grantt 
of  ludtoonaBtBtc.lopaaittheHme  time.  And  ao  waa 
tb*  OTent    The  bU  oTIhe  Jaehaon  paitr,  oomliig  on  after 


iraUon  being 


.    Then  th*  ftl 


Ddl  of  the  toi 


ting  tha  lart  bill  added  to  the  ct 


landmen^  when 
.  Tbia  wat  done,  and  the  lame 
bin  Mng  agreed  to  in  the  Home  aa  an  amendment,  whkh 
had  bean  re]«Med  there  ■•  a  bDl,  the  Blate  of  Ohio  reeelred 
the  two  granta,  when  neither  partf  hoped  for  mors  than  one 
In  tb*  beginning  Bnah  wm,  and  maj  b«,  national  lagUlatlOB 
In  Ugh  partf  Umeal  great  pabUo  meaanrea  oatendblr  da- 
bated  aa  marl  torloai,  and  daleboiaIjpa«ed  or  rgJecUd  npon 


[Hat,  lese. 

Raoiitd,  That  the  Commiarioner  of  the  Poblio 
Building*  be,  and  be  is  hereby  authoriied  to  cause 
the  proper  meunre*  to  be  t«ken  to  aecure  the 
paintLngs  in  the  Sotnado  from  the  effects  of  damp- 
nesB,  nadei  the  dtrection  of  Joba  Tnunbull,  and  to 
allow  the  lald  Jobn  Trumbull  a  reuonable  compen- 
Baticffl  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Hatcts  moved  to  amend  the  reeolnticat 
by  striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  directed 
this  work  to  be  performed  nnder  the  saperin- 
tendence  of  Mr.  TYnmbolL 

After  some  oonveraatioQ  between  Ueasra. 
Etibbit,  HAYiTEe,  WixMa,  and  S.  Wood,  oa 
the  propriety  of  employing  an  experienced 
artist  in  this  operation,  the  amendment  waa  re- 
jected.   Ayes  Sa,  noes  D8. 

The  resolntion  waa  then  adopted. 

SetTBiuAment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAM11.TON,  the  Hooae 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  uie  resolntioa 
reported  by  Mr.  Wigeldfe,  on  the  22d  instant, 
from  the  Committee  on  Betrenohment,  direct' 
ing  an  examination  of  the  printing  accoonta  <rf 
Gales  and  Seaton,  with  a  view  to  the  oorrecti<m 
of  errors  in  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eaioltos  to 
amend  the  first  resolntion,  by  inserting,  at  the 
end  of  the  same,  these  words:  "And  that  iM 
(the  Olerk)  report  the  same  to  this  House  at 
the  next  session  of  Congresa."  And  farther,  by 
striking  out  the  second  roaolntion  altogettier. 

Mr.  Babtlett  inqaired  the  reascm  for  re- 

a  airing  an  account  of  only  a  partiootar  put  of 
le  printing  executed  by  Oales  and  8eat<Hi! 
Why  was  not  the  acoonnt  to  embraoe  the 
whole  I 

Mr,  HAULion'  rerJied  that  the  part  desig- 
nated waa  all  of  which  the  Committee  on  Be- 
trenchment  had  to  complain. 

Ur.  Babtlbtt,  after  a  few  prefatory  remarks, 
moved  to  strike  ont  so  much  of  the  resolstiait 
aa  goes  to  clasnfy  the  printing  and  to  require 
the  acoonnt  only  of  a  ^aitionlar  brsnah  ol  il^ 
so  as  to  make  the  resolatios  embrace  the  whtde. 

Clcuo/thtSettttM. 

A  message  was  received  ftom  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  Honse  that  the  Senate  had  passed 
a  resolntjon  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint 
Committee,  to  wut  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  uotd^  him  that  Gongreea 
were  about  to  a^onm,  nnlMs  he  had  fbrther 
commtmicationa  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio, 

The  House  conoarred  in  the  reaolntion  of  the 
Senate,  and  Mr.  WmoHT,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
DiOKUfsoiT  were  appointed  the  committee  mi 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wbiokt,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee t^pointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  that 
the  committee  wuted  on  the  Freaiduit  of  the 
United  Statea,  and  informed  him  that  the  two 
Honses  were  about  to  dose  the  preeent  Beaaion, 
by  a^onmment,  onleas  he  had  farther  oommn- 
nioationtomoketoOongrefle;  and  th&t  the  00m- 
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nuttM  received  for  anewer,  that  h«  had  no 
Airtbo'  oommnoic&tions  to  make. 

Tlie  SiviKiB  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
Honae,  neorlj  ta  the  following  worda : 


;  I  anil  niTBelt  of  the  n 


it  of 


ui  obligUion  to  thoM  irbo  have  kindlj  borne  lUch 
£Kiiinuifaed  leatimoD;  to  m j  officii!  conduct  aa  the 
presimg  oSecF  of  this  House ;  and  I  ehonld  be  un- 
v[irlli7  of  it,  ifl  did  not  franklf  acknowledge  that 
I  ttA  both  ^aaBed  and  fluttered  at  the  manner  and 
dRnnMucea  under  which  it  has  been  doae.  Next 
ta  die  anudooaneas  of  an  uprlgbt  diacharge  of  mr 
nldal  dndea,  and  the  confidence  of  my  country,  ia 
Ike  cMeem  and  ipprobation  of  thla  Home ;  and  I 
hope  I  may  be  pennitted  to  say,  without  vanity,  that 
I  mn  enikaTored  to  merit  it,  by  nnweacied  leal  and 
•Mdoitj,  sad  a  devotloD  of  my  time  and  talents  to 
in  Mrrice.  This  atation,  high  and  eialted  as  It  ia, 
ku,  U  no  lime,  been  without  its  embanasameats 
Bid  trials.     Througbont  thia  long  and  protracted 
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Rfponnbtlity  and  aneiampled  labor.  Aware  of  the 
difflcahy,  perhaps  of  the  temerity,  of  attempting  to 
plsiae  eTery  one,  I  detennmed  to  panme,  fbarleasly, 
*bit  I  belieTed  to  be  the  path  of  duty,  leganilesa 
ef  coiiaeqneneea. 

"I  came  to  this  Qudr  to  gratify  no  private 
Iriakdahips,  to  indDlee  no  petaonal  or  political  aiH 
lipillucs ;  and  I  fed  prondly  conadoua,  that  ita  ar- 
diens  duties  hare  been  dJieharged  with  a  dngle  eye 
to  tha  iatereeta  of  the  nation,  the  character  and  dig- 
mlj  of  the  HonM,  and  my  own  honor.  Tour  kind 
»nd  Altering  TOte  of  approbation  aasores  me,  that 
nj  efforts  have  not  been  wholly  nnaralUng;  and 
cudor  leqnlrea  me  (0  say  that,  amidst  all  the  diffl- 


[H.  o»  B. 

coltles  and  embarrusments  of  the  Chair,  it  has  eipe- 
rlsDced  in  an  unexampled  manner,  your  kindness, 
confidence,  and  tupport.  It|  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  cf  thia  long  and  Uboriona  session,  the  peace 
and  harmooy  of  our  detlberatiooa  baTe  been  threat- 
ened, and  our  conndls  dirided,  nnder  the  influence  of 
momentary  eidtement*  of  passion  or  party,  I  trust 
they  hare  now,  happily,  passed  away,  and  that  we 
shall  separate  in  the  sjSrit  of  peace  and  good  win. 
Here,  or  elsewhere,  it  is  to  be  noped,  that  all  have 
but  one  object  at  heart — the  good  of  oar  common, 
country.  Let  me  admonish  yon,  gentlemen,  that 
that  country  now  stands  as  a  mighty  land  and  sea 
mark  in  the  map  of  the  world.  It  ia  a  beacon  on 
the  margin  of  the  main,  which  Berret  a«  an  example 
to  other  nations,  whilst  It  denotes  the  proud  pre- 
eminence of  OUT  own.  Its  fbtare  destinies,  and  the 
bleaslnga  we  enjoy,  most  ritally  depend  on  the  cha^ 
acter  and  deliberations  of  thia  House.  The  snreat 
meana  of  presraiing  these  blesaingi  and  our  unltHi 
onimpaired,  is  in  a  sacred  and  inTiolate  regard  to 
the  cWter  of  our  liberties,  and  a  lyatem  of  legisla- 
tlon  founded  on  the  prindplea  of  an  honest  policy, 
and  dictated  by  the  qdrit  of  an  enli^tened  and  du- 
fusiTC  patriotism.  Let  us  do  nothmg,  then,  which 
sh^  slu^  these  ioUd  foundations  of  oat  Won  and 
liberty,  oi  impair  the  confidence  of  the  people  fa 
oar  free  inatitaUona;  bnt  let  onr  proceedings  be 
marked  by  mntnal  forbearance,  moderation,  and 
wisdom.  You  will  carry  with  yon,  in  your  retire- 
ment, gentlemen,  my  best  wishes  for  your  health 
and  happinuB ;  and  I  ardently  pray  to  Almighty 
God,  that,  when  we  again  assemble,  we  may  find  oni 
country  flourishing,  united,  and  happy. 

"  In  performing  the  last  act  of  duty,  by  declaring 
this  House  a^Jonmed  to  the  fliat  Hoaday  in  Decem- 
ber, I  hid  yon  all  an  affectionate  farewelL" 
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TWEfflETH  COKGRESS.-SECOND  SESSION. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE 


MoxsAT,  December  1,  1828. 

At  13  o'clock  U,  the  hcmorable  Bun>EL  SuTB, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  took  the 

Thirtj-two  memtwn  appeared,  and  answered 
to  their  name*. 

The  nsoal  menaogee  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  two  Honsee  relative  to  the  formation 
of  a  qnormn,  &a.,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  wut  apon  the  President  of  the  United  Btatee. 


Tdbbdat,  December  9. 

iii.  JoHKBToiT,  c^  LooiaiaQa,  from  the  oom- 
mlttee  appoint^  jesterdaj  to  wait  npoo  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quonun  of  the  two  Honaea  had  aasein- 
bled,  Ac,  rqwrted  that  the;  had  performed  the 
duty  Bssisned  them,  and  that  tiie  President 
wonld  make  a  conrnmnioation  to  the  two  Hooses 
ttMlar  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Mesiage  was  ahortl^  afterwardi  rec^Tod 
from  the  PreaideDt  of  the  United  States,  hj  Ur. 
John  Adama,  bia  Seoretai7,  which  was  as 
follows : 
FOlc^-CttUau  of  tiu  Smati 

(Mdo/ffa  Boxm  of  Reprttentativt*  : 

If  the  eDjoTuent  Id  profiisioii  of  (be  boonUes  of 
ProTidence  fbrnu  a  suitable  saMeot  of  matnal  gnb- 
vlation  and  grateffal  aclmoirledgiaeiit,  we  are  »d- 
monisbed,  at  this  return  of  the  setaon  wbea  the 
BepreBentatives  of  the  nation  are  HNmbled  to  de- 
liberate apoo  their  coDcems,  to  ol&r  op  the  tribnte 
of  fervent  and  grateftai  hearts  for  the  neTer-fklUng 
meidee  of  Wm  who  niletli  over  *U.  He  hat  acdn 
&Toied  ns  with  healtbfbl  seaeons  and  aboudant  bar- 
Teats.  H«  has  (DStdned  ns  in  peaca  with  foieipi 
coaiitriet,and in tranqnilUtj within onrbcrdera.  He 
haspreserred  us  In  tbe  qoMt  snd  nndistnrbed  pos- 
WMion  of  cItU  end  rellg^ou*  liberty.  He  has  crown- 
ed the  jev  with  His  goodnen,  imponng  on  us  no 
otiier  con<UtionB  than  of  improring,  for  our  own  hap- 
phKMe,the  blessinRs  bettowed  bf  Els  liands,  and,  \n 
the  frnhion  of  ill  Hii  ftToia,  of  deroting  the  fkcul- 
ti«a  with  whiob  we  hars  been  endowed  b;  Him  to 
His  ^or7,  and  to  our  own  temporal  end  eternal 


In  the  relations  of  oar  Fedenl  Union  with  Onr 
brethren  of  the  human  race,  the  chinges  which  bare 
oocarred  since  the  close  of  your  bat  aessioD  have 
geoeriU;  tended  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  to 
uie  cultivation  of  hannonv.  Before  70UT  last  aepa- 
ration  a  war  had  unhappQ;  Iwen  Uodled  between 
tbe  Empire  of  Kusna,  one  of  those  with  which  onr 
has  been  no  other  tlian  a  cooetant  ez- 


reU^oua  o[dpiODS,  and  maxims  of  govenuoeiit,  on 
their  part,  little  suited  to  the  formation  of  those 
bonds  of  mutual  benevolence  which  remit  from  the 
beneflta  of  canmerce,  had  kept  us  in  a  state,  per- 
haps too  much  prolonged,  of  coldness  and  aiienation. 
The  eitensive,  fertile,  and  populous  dominions  of 
the  Snltwi  belong  rather  to  the  Asiatic  than  the  Bn- 
ropean  dividon  of  the  human  family.  The;  enter 
but  partially  into  the  system  of  Europe ;  nor  have 
their  wan  with  Bniria  and  Anslria,  the  Emopean 
States  apon  whiob  they  border,  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury past  disturbed  the  patufio  relations  of  those 
States  with  the  other  rreat  powers  of  Eorope.  Nei- 
ther France,  oorFnisna,  nor  Great  Britain,  has  ev^ 
taken  part  In  them ;  nor  is  it  to  be  eipected  that 
tbey  will  at  this  time.  The  declaration  of  war  bf 
Sonia  has  received  the  approbation  oracqnleaecnce 
of  her  aUief,  and  we  may  indulge  the  hope  that  Ita 


progress  snd  teminaUim  wiU  be  signsUied  by  tho 
moderation  and  forbearance,  no  lest  than  by  the  er 
ergy  of  the  Emperor  TTicholu^  and  that  It  will  aT 


the  opportunity  for  such  collateral  agency  in  behalf 
of  the  suffering  Greeks  as  will  secure  to  them  ulti- 
mately the  triumph  of  humanity  and  of  freedom. 

The  state  of  our  particular  relations  with  France 
has  scarcely  varied  in  the  ooone  of  the  inesent  year. 
The  commerdal  interooune  between  the  two  coon- 


oar  fellow-citiiens  for  depredations  apon  th^  Pmp- 
erty  heretofore  oommittu,  daring  tbe  Hevolattona- 
ry  Qovemmenis,  stilt  remain  imt^jasted,  and  etill 
form  the  subject  of  eameit  repreeentation  and  re- 
. Recent  advices  from  the  ICnister  <tf 


Government  will  ere  long  receive  a  bvonble  oon- 
aidSTBtian. 

The  last  Aiendly  eipedient  has  been  resorted  to 
for  the  dedsionof  theoontrttvenjwithOteat  BiH- 
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liii,  reliiUDg  to  the  Northeutem  bomiiUrj  of  the 
Cnited  Stetes.  Bj  ui  ■greemeDt  with  the  Britiib 
GoTcrnmeDt,  an7mg  into  effect  the  ptt>Tisloii~  ~ ' 
tbe  fifth  article  of  the  Treat  j  of  Ghent,  ud  the 
fcntion  of  2Sth  Septeiober,  182T,  His  Hajestj  die 
Kfaig  of  the  NetherUnds  hu,  bj  common  conient, 
been  selected  as  the  nmpire  betveen  the  parties. 
He  proposal  to  liim  to  accept  the  designation  for 
the  performance  of  this  IHendly  office  WUl  be  made 
at  an  earlj  daj,  and  the  United  States,  relying  apon 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  will  cheerfuUj  commit  the 
aiUtrament  of  it  to  a  Prince  eqnall;  diatlngaished 
tM'the  independence  of  bia  spirit,  bis  indefatigable 
BBdiiit7  to  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  bis  inflei- 
D)te  personal  probity. 

Out  commercial  reUtioni  with  Great  Britain  wiH 
dcserre  the  serioos  condderation  of  CongreBS,  and 
the  exercise  of  a  conciliatorj  and  forbeaiing  spirit 
In  the  policy  of  both  Goremmenta.  The  itate  of 
flwm  has  been  materially  changed  by  the  act  of 
CoogrcM  puaed  at  their  last  session,  in  alteraUon  of 
the  sever*)  acta  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  by 
acta  of  more  recent  date  of  the  British  PariiamenL 
The  eflfect  of  the  interdiction  of  direct  tc«d«^  com- 
■pcaettd  by  Orettt  Britain  and  redprocated  by  the 
United  Slatea,  Itas  been,  ai  was  to  be  fbiewen,  only 
to  RilMtitnte  difirent  channel*  for  an  exchange  of 
c<Mnnodltl«a  indispensable  to  the  coloidee  and  prcj- 
itable  to  a  aonieroiu  clast  of  our  felloir-citiEens. 
The  exports,  the  rerenue,  the  navigation,  of  the 
Coiled  States,  have  suffered  no  diminntioD  by  our 
eicloaioa  from  direct  access  to  the  ^British  culoaies. 
Hm  colonies  pay  more  dearly  for  the  necessariea  of 
Efe,  which  their  goTemment  burdens  with  the 
dtaiges  of  double  voyues,  freight,  insurance,  and 
eotumation,  and  the  profits  of  our  exports  are  some- 
what impi^d,  and  more  injuriously  transferred 
from  one  portion  of  onr  ciliiens  to  auodier.  The  re- 
sDrnption  of  this  old  and  o^erwiae  exploded  system 
of  o^>Mal  eielnsion  baa  not  secured  to  the  Bhlp]dng 
bleieat  of  Great  Britain  tlia  relief  which,  at  the  ex- 
peoM  of  the  distant  colonies  and  of  the  United 
States,  It  was  expected  to  afford.  Other  measurea 
baTc  been  reaorted  to  more  pointedly  bearing  upon 
the  MiTigaUon  of  the  United  States,  and  which,  un- 
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lei*  modified  by  the  construction  given  to  the  recent 
acts  of  Parliament,  will  be  maniliatly  incompatible 
with  the  poaitlTe  stipulations  of  the  commercial  con- 
TCntJon  eibtiDg  between  the  two  countries.  That 
eonrenlioii,  faoweTcr,  may  be  terminated,  with 
twelwe  months'  notice,  at  the  option  of  either 
party. 

±  tte»ty  of  amity,  DsvigatioD,  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  His  H^esty  the  Em- 
HTor  of  Aoatrla,  £ing  of  Hnngary  and  Bohemia, 
Ma  be«n  ptepued  for  lignatore  by  the  Secretary  of 
Bute,  aad  by  the  Baron  de  Lederer,  instructed  with 
liill  pujri  ot  Iba  Austrian  Ooremment.  Independ- 
enfly  of  the  new  and  friendly  relatiooa  which  may 
be  thoa  commenced  with  one  of  the  most  endncut 
ud  powerfid  nations  of  the  earth,  tbe  occasion  baa 
been  ta^en  in  It,  at  in  other  recent  trea^ee  con- 
daded  bj  the  Umted  States,  to  extend  those  prind- 
|ln  of  liberal  intercourse  and  of  fair  reciprocity 
which  iDtertiriiie  wiUi  tbe  exehauge  of  commerce, 
Ae  priodple*  (£joslice,  and  the  feelings  of  mutual 
benerolcDCA.  This  system,  first  procUimed  to  the 
wi^d  in  tho  Arst  commercial  treaty  erer  concluded 
by  th«  United  States,  Iht  of  Bth  February,  1T7B, 
~'~h  Vnutee,  baa  been  inrariably  tbe  cherished  poli- 
of  om  or'-       '■  •-  "--  • — "  -    *  
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alone  that  it  can  be  made  ultimately  to  preTall  at 
the  established  system  of  all  ciTilized  natioos.  With 
this  principle  our  fathers  extended  the  hand  of 
friendship  to  every  nation  of  the  globe,  and  to  thia 
policy  our  countiyhaa  erer  since  adhered;  what* 
erer  of  regulation  In  our  laws  hsa  ever  been  adopted 
unfcTorabIs  to  the  interest  of  any  foreign  nation, 
has  been  essentially  defensive  and  couDteracting  to 
dmilir  regulations  of  theirs  operating  igsinst  us. 

Immediately  alter  the  close  of  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, commismoners  were  appolnled  by  the 
Congress  of  the  Coufederation,  authorised  to  con- 
clude treaties  with  erery  nation  of  Europe  disposed 
to  adopt  them.  Before  the  wars  of  the  French  Rev- 
olufion,  such  treaties  bad  been  consnmmated  with 
the  United  Ketberiands,  Sweden,  and  Fraario.  Dur- 
ing those  wars  treaties  with  Qi«at  Briton  and  Spain 
had  been  effected,  and  those  with  Rusua  and  France 
renewed.  In  oil  tbeie,  some  conceaoona  to  the  Hb^ 
eral  prindplcs  of  intercourse  proposed  by  (he  United 
States  had  been  obtained ;  but  as,  in  ail  the  nego- 
tiations, they  came  occadonally  in  coUiilon  with 
preTlouB  Internal  regulations,  or  eicloslTe  and  ex- 
clodingcompactsof  monopoly,  with  which  the  other 
partlea  had  been  tramneUed,  tbe  adTanees  made  in 
them  towards  the  freedom  of  trade  were  partial 
and  imperfect  Colonial  eatabUsbments,  chartered 
companlea,  and  shlpbuildiDg  Influence  pervaded  and 
encumbered  the  legislation  of  all  the  great  com- 
mercial States;  and  tbe  United  States,  ia  offering 
free  trade  and  equal  privilege  to  all,  were  com- 
pelled to  acquiesce  in  many  exceptions  with  each  of 
tbe  parties  to  their  treaties,  accommodated  to  their 
existing  laws  and  anterior  engagements. 

The  colonial  system  by  which  this  whole  hemi- 
sphere was  bound  has  fallen  into  mins ;  totally  abol- 
ished by  revoliitions,  conxerting  colonies  into  inde- 
pendent nations  throughout  the  two  American 
continents,  excepting  a  portion  of  territory  chiefly 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  our  own,  and  confined 
to  the  remnants  of  dominion  retained  by  Great  Brit- 
ain over  the  insular  Archipelago,  geogn^blcally  the 
appendages  of  our  part  of  the  globe.  With  all  tbe 
rest  we  have  free  trade,  even  with  tbe  Insular  colo- 
ides  of  all  the  European  nations,  except  Great  Brit- 
ain. Her  OoTemmeat  also  had  manifested  ap- 
proaches to  the  adoption  of  a  free  and  llbeivl  inter- 
coarse  between  ber  coloniet  and  other  natiwis, 
though,  by  a  sudden  and  scarcely  explained  rerul- 
sion,  the  sfdrit  of  eiehidon  hta  bc«i  rerlTod  for 
operation  upon  the  United  Btatea  alone. 

The  conclusion  of  our  last  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain  was  shortly  aftermtrda  fbllowed  by  a 
commercial  convention,  placing  the  direct  inter- 
conrse  between  the  two  countries  upon  a  footing  of 
more  equal  redprocity  than  had  ever  before  been 
admitted.  The  same  principle  has  dnce  been  much 
fartber  extended,  by  treaties  with  France,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  the  Hanseatic  cities,  Fruasia  in  Europe, 
and  with  Uie  RepubUcs  of  Colombia  and  of  Central 
America,  in  tiiis  hemisphere.  The  mntnal  aboUliMi 
of  discriminating  duties  and  charges  upon  the  navi- 
gation and  commercial  interconrse  between  the  par- 
tiea  is  tbe  general  matim  vUcb  chtraeleriiea  them 
alL  There  is  reason  to  expect  that  it  will,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  adopted  by  other  nations,  both  of 
Europe  and  America,  and  to  hope  that,  by  its  uni- 
versal prevalence,  one  of  the  froitM  sources  of  wan 
of  commends!  competition,  will  he  extinguished. 

Among  the  nations  upon  whose  goremmenta 
many  of  oot  fbllow-dtiiena  have  had  long-pending 


ckiBU  or  indeimiit;  for  depredktioiu  upon  their 
propert  J  duriiig  »  period  when  (be  right*  of  nential 
commerce  were  diiregirded,  mt  that  of  Denmui. 
Tbej  were,  loon  after  the  eTenti  occurred,  the  sub- 
ject of  a  iiMcUl  miwioD  from  the  United  States,  at 
Uie  doee  of  which  lh«  aminuiee  waa  giTcn  bj  Hti 
Daniih  H^jeitj  that,  at  a  period  of  more  tranquiUitj, 
and  of  lew  dIttreK,  thej  would  be  coniidered,  ex- 
amined, and  dedded  upon,  in  a  wpbit  of  deieroiiDed 
purpose  for  the  dispensation  of  j  ustice.  I  have  much 
pleasure  In  informing  Conereas  that  the  fulfilment 
of  this  honorable  promise  is  now  in  progress ;  that 
a  small  portioD  of  the  claims  has  already  been  set- 
tled, to  the  satisfaction  of  the  claimants;  and  that 
we  liBTc  retMD  to  hope  that  the  remainder  will 
ahoTtlj  be  placed  in  a  train  of  equitable  adjustmenL 
This  result  has  always  been  confidently  expected, 
from  the  character  of  personal  integrity  and  of  be- 
ueroteace  which  the  Sovereign  of  the  Danish  do- 
minions has,  through  erery  Ticiasitude  of  fortune; 

The  general  aspect  of  the  tffUrs  of  onr  neighboiv 
ing  American  natioiis  of  the  South  hai  been  rather 
ofapproaching  than  of  settled  tranquillity.  Internal 
disturbuices  have  been  more  frequent  among  them 
than  their  common  frienda  would  nave  desired.  Our 
intercourse  with  all  has  contiaued  to  be  that  of 
friendship,  and  of  mutual  good  wllL  TreaUes  of 
commerce  and  of  boundaries  with  the  Uoilod  U eii- 
can  States  hare  been  negoUated,  but,  from  vsrioas 
■uccesmTC  obstaclee,  not  yet  brought  to  a  final  con- 
clusion. The  cItU  war  which  uofortunaloly  still 
preTsils  in  the  Republic  of  Central  AmericA  has  been 
unpropitiouB  to  the  culUvstlon  of  our  commercial 
relations  with  them ;  and  the  dissensions  and  levo- 
Intionary  changes  in  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and 
of  Feru  hsTe  been  seen  wiUi  cordial  regret  by  as, 
•rbowoaldgladlycoDtribute  to  the  happiness  of  both. 
Itis  with  great  Mtis&ction,  however,  that  we  have 
witnessed  the  recent  eoDclnaion  of  a  peace  between 
the  OoTemmeots  of  Baenos  Ayres  and  of  Bradl ; 
and  It  is  equally  gntifying  to  observe  that  indem- 
nity has  been  obtained  for  some  of  the  Iqinriea 
which  onr  feUov-citiicns  had  sustained  in  the  latter 
of  thoMCOontties.  Therestarelnatr^  of  nego- 
tiation, which  we  hope  may  tern^nate  to  mutual 
satis&ctioo,  and  that  it  may  be  succeeded  by  a  treat; 
of  commerce  and  navigation  upon  liberal  principles, 
propitious  to  a  great  and  growing  commerce,  al- 
ready important  to  the  Interests  of  our  country. 

The  condition  and  prospects  of  the  revenue  are 
more  favorable  than  onr  moat  sanguine  eipectations 
had  anticipated.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  of  January  last,  eiclusve  of  the  moneys 
received  under  the  convention  of  IBth  November, 
ISae,  with  Great  Britain,  was  five  millions  eight 
hunted  and  sUty-one  thoosand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents.  The 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  first  of  Jan- 
nary  to  the  SDtb  of  September  last,  so  far  as  they 
bav  beeen  ascertained,  to  form  the  buia  of  in  esti- 
mate, amount  to  eighteen  millions  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thoosand  ninebundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars and  twenty-eeven  cents,  which,  with  the  recfflpts 
of  the  present  quarter,  estimated  at  five  millions 
(bur  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  aighty-Uiree  dollan  and  forty  cents,  form  an  ag- 
frente  ot  recwpts  dntlDg  the  year  of  twenty-four 
millloDi  and  ninety  fonr  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
riity-three  dollars  and  ^ty-seven  cents. .  The  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  may  probably  amount  to 
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twenty-five  millions  dx  hundred  and  thirty-aevea 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  snd  siity- 
three  cents ;  and  leave  in  the  Treiaury,  on  the  Grit 
of  January  next,  the  sum  of  five  millioos  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  ud 
thirty-eight  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

The  reodpts  of  the  present  year  have  amODuted 
to  near  two  millions  more  than  wu  anticipsted  it 
the  eonmencement  of  the  last  session  of  CoagreM. 

The  amount  of  dndes  eecored  o&  ImportatJons 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  SCth  of  September 
wu  about  twenty-two  millions  nine  hundred  and 
niaety-eeTeo  thousand,  and  that  of  the  estimated 
accruing  revenue  is  five  millions,  leaving  an  s^re- 
gate  for  the  year  of  near  twenty-eight  nulhous. 
This  is  one  mllliou  more  than  the  estimate  made  list 
December  for  the  accming  revenue  of  the  prCKnt 
year,  which,  with  allowances  for  drawbacks  sod 
contingent  deficiencies,  was  expected  to  prodnce  an 
actual  revenue  of  twenty-two  miiliona  three  hnnditd 
thousand  dollars.  Had  these  only  been  realized,  the 
expenditures  of  the  year  would  have  been  also  pro- 
portionally reduced.  For,  of  these  twenty-four  mQ- 
Uons  recdved,  upwards  of  oioe  n^lliona  have  been 
applied  to  the  extinction  of  public  debt  bearing  u 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  a  year,  and,  of  course,  re- 
ducing the  burthen  of  interest  annually  payable  in 
f\]ture  by  the  amount  of  more  than  hilf  a  million. 
The  payments  on  account  of  interest  during  the  cni^ 
rent  year  eiceed  three  millions  of  dollart,*  present- 
ing an  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  milbons  ap- 
phed  during  the  year  to  the  discharge  of  the  pabllc 
debt,  the  whole  of  which  remaining  due  on  tee  M 
of  January  next  will  amount  only  to  fifty-eight  lul- 
lions  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thlrty-Jve  doUan  and  seventy-eigbt 

That  the  revenue  of  the  ensuing  year  wIH  not  &n 
short  of  tliat  received  in  the  one  now  expiring  then 
are  indications  which  can  scarcely  prove  deceptive. 
In  our  conntry  a  uniform  experience  of  forty  yesrt 
his  shown  that,  whatever  the  tariff  of  duties,  upon 
articles  Imported  from  abroad,  has  been,  the  amosot 
of  importations  has  always  borne  an  average  nine 
neirly  awroaching  to  tlut  of  the  exports,  though 
oceaslooaUy  dUTerug  in  the  balance,  sometime*  be- 
ing more,  and  sometimea  less.  It  la.  Indeed,  i  gen- 
eral taw  of  proiperous  commerce  that  the  real  value 
of  exports  should,  bj  a  small,  and  only  a  small  balance, 
exceed  that  of  Imports,  that  balance  being  a  petms- 
nent  addition  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  prosperous  commerce  of  the  nation  intBt 
be  regulated  by  the  amount  of  Its  exports,  and  an 
Importaot  addition  to  die  vdue  of  these  will  draw 
after  it  acorres^ndingincreaseof  importatiooa.  It 
has  happened,  m  the  vicisoCudes  of  the  sesMus, 
that  the  harvests  of  all  Europe  have,  in  (he  late 
summer  and  autumn,  fiUen  short  of  their  usual  av- 
erage. A  relaxation  of  the  interdict  upon  the  im- 
portatioa  of  grain  and  fiour  from  abroad,  has  en- 
sued j  a  profdtloua  market  baa  been  opened  to  the 
granaries  of  our  country,  and  a  new  prospect  of  re- 
ward presented  to  the  ubors  of  the  hudiandman, 
which  for  several  yeara  his  been  denied.  This  se- 
cession to  the  profiu  of  agriculture  in  the  middle 
and  western  portions  of  our  Union  is  accidental  sad 
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(*mpcni7.  It  marconilniie  for  ■  ni^le  year.  It 
mf  b«,  M  iMt  ba«n  often  eimrlenced  in  the  reiolu- 
tiou  ij  time,  bat  Ibe  lint  of  MTcnl  scMtt  J  hBTTuU 
b  pwecaion.  We  m^j  eoiulder  it  caitam  tbat, 
far  Ike  (iqmMeUiig  yeir,  It  hu  ftdded  an  item  of 
krge  uuooirt  to  the.nluo  of  our  exports,  and  that 
It  iml  produce  *  oorrespondlng  increaee  of  importa- 
BtHii.  It  may  thersfbra  oooGdently  be  foraieeD 
tbal  Um  rcTanae  of  1819  will  eqoal,  and  probablT 
ucaed,  that  of  1S3S,  and  viU  afford  tbe  means  of 
eiUDpiiduiiR  ten  mMoiu  more  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt. 

nil  new  element  of  proeperity  to  that  part  of 
go  •gricDltaral  Indoatry  which  ia  occn^ned  In  pro- 
tedng  the  first  article  of  homan  lubBtMence,  Is  of 
tbe  moat  cheering  character  to  the  feeUnKiofpa- 
trloliim.  Froeeedlng  from  a  eaose  which  hmnul- 
Ij  win  new  with  conoem,  the  aulIbringB  of  ecardtj 
bi  diKint  landa,  it  jie1d»  a  consolatory  reflection 
llNt  tUa  wareity  It  in  no  respect  attributable  to  ua ; 
Oat  it  cornea  from  the  dlapensition  of  Him  who  or~ 
Was  ill  in  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  who  permits 
tril  itadf  only  as  an  instrument  of  good ;  ttiat,  far 
fi«a  contrlbnliDj;  to  this  tcardty,  our  agency  will 
be  mlied  only  to  the  alleriatiOD  of  Its  severily ; 
end  that,  In  ponring  Ibrth  from  the  abundance  of 
Mr  on  gamera  tfie  RipiiUea  which  win  partiaUv 
mtore  ^nlj  to  those  who  are  in  need,  we  shaU 
MnalTss  redoee  onr  atoret  and  add  to  the  [«ice  of 
oar  own  bread,  ao  as,  in  some  degree,  to  paitidpate 
iitiM  wants  which  it  will  be  the  good  fortnne  of 
oar  MHrntry  to  relleTC. 


nion  together  that  no  permanent  cause  of  prosper- 
ity to  (me  of  them  can  operate  without  extending 
in  mSDoaee  to  the  others.  All  these  iDtereata  are 
■lik*  tBd»'  tiie  protecting  power  of  the  LegialaUTe 
awberity,  and  the  dntiea  of  the  representaUTe  bod- 
Its  ire  to  condUate  fliem  In  haimonj'  together. 
Bo&tuIIm  ottject  of  taiationis  toraisearevenae 
IbrffiKhuging  the  debts  and  defraying  the  expenaea 
oflhe  commnnlty.  It  should,  as  much  as  po^ble, 
*dt  the  Inuthea  with  equal  band  upon  all,  in  propor- 
iMHi  1«  their  aUlity  of  bearing  it  without  oppression. 
Bit  the  legislation  of  one  nation  ia  sometimes  In- 
twtinnilly  nade  to  bear  heaTily  upon  the  interests 
ef  iDother.  That  leglslatioD,  adapted,  as  it  is  meant 
to  be,  to  tiie  special  interests  of  its  own  people,  will 
oftoi  press  moat  nnequaUy  upon  the  lereral  com- 
meat  ialeresta  of  ii*  nelshbon.  Thus,  the  le^ 
P  luiaa  of  Great  Britain  when,  as  has  been  recently 
slowed,  adapted  to  the  depreaidon  of  s  riral  nation, 
*C1  DalnraUy  abound  with  regulations  of  interdict 
■poB  tbe  [rodoctions  of  the  soil  or  Industry  of  the 
ether  which  coow  in  competition  with  its  own,  and 
Tin  pteaent  enoonragement,  perhaps  even  bounty, 
l«  the  raw  material  <a  the  other  State  which  it  can- 
Mi  ptodece  itaeU;  and  which  is  essential  for  the  use 
•Tils  «aaDliutiires,  competitors,  in  the  markets  of 
tte  vorid,  with  tbeee  of  ita  coomiercial  riral.  Such 
itthe  state  of  the  commercial  le^^ation  of  Great 
Biltsm,sait  beannpoDoarintereata.  Itexolades, 
wilb  inlcrdicdiis  dnties,  all  importation  (except  in 
d»e  of  approaching  Ismlae)  of  the  great  stap^  pro- 
AKtioDSofonrlDddleandWestemStates;  it  pro- 
■cribes,  with  equal  rigor,  the  bulkier  lumber  and 
Its  Hoek  of  the  same  portion,  and  also  of  the  Dorth- 
Ra  snil  eastern  part  of  our  Union.  It  refuses 
ereDtharlceof  the  Sooth,  niilesi  aggrarated  with 


a  charge  of  duty  upon  the  northern  carrier  who 
brings  It  to  them.  But  the  cotton,  Indlspeuuble  for 
their  looms,  they  will  receiie  almost  duty  free, 
weaTe  it  into  a  fabric  for  our  own  wear,  to  the  de- 
etmotion  of  our  own  manufactures,  which  they  sre 
thus  enabled  to  undenelL  Is  the  self-protecling 
energy  of  this  nation  so  belplen  that  there  exists, 
in  tbe  political  institutions  of  our  country,  no  pow- 
er to  counteract  the  bias  of  this  foreign  legislation  f 
that  the  groweni  of  gr«in  most  sabmlt  to  this  ex- 
clusion from  the  foreign  markets  of  their  produce  T 
that  the  shippers  must  dismantle  their  ships,  the 
trade  of  the  North  must  stagnate  at  thewhsrres, 
and  the  manufacturers  starre  at  their  loams,  while 
the  wbide  people  shaU  pay  tribute  to  fordgn  indus- 

Sto  t»e  dad  in  a  fbreign  gaib  f  that  tbe  Cougreas 
the  Union  are  impotent  to  restore  the  balance  in 
GiTor  of  natire  industrj  destroyed  by  the  slatntea 
of  another  realm  f  More  Jnst  and  more  generous 
sentiments  will,  I  trust,  prcTsll.  If  the  UiW  adopt- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  Congress  shall  be  found,  by 
experience,  to  bear  oppressively  upon  the  interests 
of  any  one  section  of  the  Union,  It  ought  to  be,  and 
I  cannot  doi^t  will  be,  so  modified  as  to  alleriate 
its  bnrthen.  To  the  rtdce  of  Just  comidaint  from 
any  portion  of  their  constituents,  the  Bepresenta- 
tiTM  of  the  Btates  and  people  will  nerer  turn  away 
their  ears.  But  so  long  as  the  duty  of  tbe  fbrrign 
shall  operate  only  as  a  bounty  upon  the  domestio 
article ;  while  the  planter,  and  Ine  merchant,  and 
the  shepherd,  and  the  hosbandmau  shall  be  fonnd 
thriTing  in  tiielr  occupationa  under  the  duties  im- 
posed for  Uie  protection  of  domeetio  mann&ctures, 
they  will  not  retons  at  tbe  prosperity  shared  with 
themselves  by  their  fiellow-cicizens  of  other  pro- 
fesmons,  nor  denounce  as  riolations  of  the  conslilu- 
tion  the  deliberate  acts  of  Congress  to  shield  from 
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ings  of  foreign  laws  the  natire  industry  of  the 
While  the  tariff  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
sutyect  of  legislatire  deQberatioa,  It  was  fi>»- 


of  its  on>MBn  that  one  of  Its  n 
moea  would  be  to  imp^  the  rerenoe. 
It  is  yet  too  soon  to  im)nounce  with  e<mfldence  tbat 
this  prediction  was  erroneous.  The  obstructlou  of 
one  arenne  of  trade  not  unfrequently  opens  an  issue 
to  aooUier.  The  consequence  of  tbe  tariff  will  be 
to  increase  tbe  exportation,  and  to  diminish  the  Im- 
portation, of  some  Bpeoiflo  articles.  But,  b^  tbe 
general  law  of  trade,  the  increase  of  exportabos  of 
one  article  will  be  followed  by  an  increased  Importa- 
tion of  others,  the  duties  npon  which  will  supply 
the  deficiencies  wluch  the  diminidied  ImporlatioD 
would  oUierwise  occasion.  The  elTeet  of  taxation 
upon  rerenue  can  seldom  be  foreseen  with  certain- 
ty. It  must  abide  the  test  of  experience.  As  yet, 
no  nmptoms  of  diminution  are  perceptible  In  the 
rocupls  of  the  treasury.  As  yet,  Uttle  addition  of 
coat  has  CTcn  been  experienced  npon  tbe  articles  bur- 
thened  with  heavier  duUes  by  the  last  tariff:  Thedo- 
mestic  manufacturer  supplies  the  same  or  a  kindred 
article  at  a  diminished  price,  and  the  consumer  pays 
the  same  tribute  to  tbe  labor  of  his  own  countrymen 
whioh  he  most  otherwlH  fasTO  paid  to  foreign  in- 
dustry and  toiL 

The  tatiffof  the  last  session  waB,Inilsdet«dls,not 
acceptable  to  the  great  interests  of  any  portion  of 
the  Union,  not  eren  to  tbe  interest  which  it  was 
spetdally  intended  to  subaerre.  Its  olgect  was  to 
balance  the  burthens  upon  natire  Industry  imposed 
by  the  operation  of  fbidgn  laws ;  bnt  Hit  M  iW*** 
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T4te  tbe  burtbeos  of  one  section  of  the  Umoa  bj 
the  Teljef  BObrded  to  uiother.  To  the  great  prin- 
ciple sanctioned  bj  thst  act,  one  of  ^ose  apon 
vhich  the  constitution  itself  wsa  formed,  I  hope 
uid  trust  tlie  authoritiei  of  tbe  Union  will  adhere. 
Bet  if  any  of  the  duties  imposed  bj  tbe  sot  oulj  re- 
lieve the  manufsclnrer  bj  aggraTstJQg  the  burthea 
of  the  pUntcr,  let  a  careful  revisal  of  iis  provisions, 
enlightened  b;  the  practical  eiperience  of  its  effects, 
be  directed  lo  retain  those  vbich  impart  protection 
to  DStiTe  industry,  and  remove  or  supply  tbe  place 
of  those  which  ool;  alleviate  one  greti  nadontil  in- 
terest bj  the  depreadon  of  another. 

Tbe  United  States  of  America,  and  tbe  people  of 
every  St«te  of  which  tbey  are  composed,  are  each 
of  them  sovereign  powers.  The  le^sktive  author- 
ity of  the  whole  is  exercised  by  Congresa,  ander 
authority  granted  them  in  the  connnoQ  constitution. 
The  leRulative  power  of  each  State  is  exercised  by 
anemblies  deriving  their  authority  from  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State.  Each  is  sovereign  witbin  its 
own  province.  The  distribudon  of  power  between 
them  presupposes  that  these  authorities  will  move 
in  bannonj  with  each  other.  Tbe  members  of  the 
State  and  General  Govemmeots  are  all  under  oath 
to  support  both,  and  allegiance  is  due  to  the  one 
and  to  the  other.  Tbe  case  of  a  conftct  between 
tbeae  two  powers  has  not  been  supposed ;  nor  has 
any  provision  been  made  for  it  Id  out  institutions — 
as  a  virtuous  nation  of  ancient  time*  existed  more 
than  five  centariei  withont  a  law  for  tbe  punish- 
ment of  parricide. 

Uore  than  once,  however,  in  the  progress  of  our 
history,  have  the  peojJe  and  L^;iahkturee  ol  one  or 
more  States,  in  moments  of  eidtement,  been  in- ' 
Etigated  to  this  conflict ;  and  tbe  means  of  eflboting 
this  impulse  have  been  allegations  that  the  acts  of 
Oongresa  to  be  resisted  were  uncmstitutionaL  The 
people  of  no  one  State  hare  ever  ddegaled  to  their 
Legislature  the  power  of  ptonoimdng  an  act  of  Con- 
ereas  nnoonatitutlonal ;  bat  tbey  have  delegated  to 
Uien  powers,  by  the  ezerdae  of  which  the  eieca- 
tiOD  of  the  laws  of  OongreM  withm  the  State  may 
be  rerisled.  If  we  suppose  tbe  case  of  such  con- 
flicting legislation  sustained  by  tbe  corresponiiUDg 
Executive  and  Judicial  authorities,  patriotinn  and 
pfaUanthropy  turn  tbeir  eyes  from  the  condition 
In  which  the  parties  would  be  placed,  and  from 
that  of  the  people  of  both,  which  must  be  iU  vio- 


Department,  present  im  exporiUon  of  tbe  pnblic  ad- 
ndniatration  of  albiiB  oonneoled  with  them,  througb 
tbe  coarse  of  tbe  current  year.  The  pivsent  state 
of  the  army,  and  the  distribution  of  the  force  of 
which  It  is  composed,  will  be  seen  from  tiie  report 
of  tiie  Usjor  GeneraL  Several  alterations  in  the 
disposal  of  tbe  troops  have  been  found  expedient  in 
the  course  of  tbe  year,  and  tbe  diedpUne  of  the 
army,  though  not  entirely  free  from  exception,  has 
been  genenilly  good. 

The  attention  of  Coii|jcs8  is  particularly  invited 
to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  concerns  the  existing  system  of  our  relations 
with  tbe  Indian  tribes.  At  tbe  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Qoverument,  under  the  present  Constitution 
of  tbe  United  Btates,  the  principle  was  adopted  of 
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policy  and  our  duty  to  nse  our  influence  in  convert- 
ing to  Chiistianitj,  and  in  MngiDg  within  the  pale 
of  civilization. 

As  independent  powers,  we  negotiated  with  then 
by  treaties ;  as  proprietors,  we  purchased  of  them 
aU  tbe  lands  which  we  oould  p^vail  upon  them  to 
sell;  as  brethren  of  the  human  race,  rude  and 
ignorant,  we  endeavored  to  bting  Uieni  to  the 
knowledge  of  religion  and  of  letters.  The  ultimate 
design  was  to  incorporate  in  our  own  institsliani 
that  portion  of  them  which  could  be  converted  to 
the  state  of  civiUiatioo.  In  tbe  practice  of  Euro- 
pean States,  before  our  Revolution,  they  bad  been 
con^dered  as  children  to  be  governed ;  as  tenaoti 
at  discretion,  to  be  lUsposirased  ta  oooatioD  mi^t 
require ;  as  hunters,  to  be  indemnified  by  triflmg 
concessions  for  removal  from  tbe  gronndi  npon 
which  their  game  was  extirpated.  In  ehangiag  the 
system,  it  would  seem  as  if  a  fuH  contemplation 
of  the  conseqoencea  of  tbe  change  bad  not  been 
t^n.  We  have  been  far  more  uiocesaful  in  Ibe 
acquisition  of  their  lands  than  in  Imparting  to  tiien 
the  principles,  or  insjnring  them  with  tbe  sidrit,  of 
ciTiliiatioo.  But  in  appropriating  to  ourselves 
thdr  hunting-grounds,  ««  have  brought  upon  our- 
selves Ute  obligation  of  providing  them  with  nb- 
sistence ;  and  when  we  have  liad  the  rare  good 
fortune  of  teaching  them  tbe  arts  of  civiliiauon, 
and  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  we  have  unex- 
pectedly found  them  forming,  in  the  midst  of  oar- 
selves,  communities  claiming  to  be  independent 
of  oura,  and  rivals  of  sovereimty,  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  members  of  our  Union.  This  state  of 
things  requires  that  a  remedy  should  be  ptorided 
— a  remedy  which,  while  it  shall  do  Justice  to  these 
imfbrtuQate  etuldren  of  nature,  may  secure  to  tbe 
members  of  our  confederation  th^r  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty and  of  soil.  As  the  ouUine  of  a  pnyecl  to 
that  effect,  tbe  views  presentod  in  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  are  recommended  to  tbe  consid- 
eration of  Congress. 

The  report  from  tbe  Eogtneer  Department  pi«- 
seats  a  oomprehensive  view  of  tbe  j^ogrcsa  wbicb 
has  been  made  in  the  great  systems  promotive  of 
the  pubUc  interest,  commenced  and  organized  un- 
der the  authority  of  Congress,  and  tbe  effects  of 
whicb  have  already  contributed  to  the  security,  u 
tbey  will  bereafler  lar^y  contribute  to  tbe  honw 
and  dignity  of  the  nation. 

The  first  of  tbeae  great  systems  la  that  of  fordfl- 
cations,  oommenced  Immediately  after  the  does  <d 
our  last  war,  under  the  salutary  ej^terieoce  wUoh  ^ 
the  events  of  that  war  bad  ItnpMaaed  t^on  ow 
countrymen  of  its  necessity.  lobodnoed  nndti  tbe 
auspices  of  my  immediate  predeeesMr,  It  has  been 
continued  with  the  peneTerii^  and  liberal  eneoor' 
agement  of  the  Legislature;  and  oomlnned  with 
corresponding  exertions  for  tbe  gradual  inoresM 
and  improvement  of  tbe  navy,  prepares  for  onr  ex- 
teurive  ooantry  a  condition  of  defence,  adapted  lo 
any  critical  emergency,  whicb  tbe  varying  eomM 
of  events  may  bring  fortii.  Oar  advanoee  bi  Ihess 
conoerted  systems  have  ibr  the  last  ten  jam  beoi 
steady  and  progicastve,  and  in  a  few  yean  mocs 
will  be  BO  comideted,  as  to  leave  no  oanse  for  sp- 
prehenmon  that  our  sescoast  will  ever  agabi  oEv 
a  theatre  of  hostile  invasion. 

The  next  of  these  cardinal  measures  of  policy  is 
the  preliminary  to  great  and  lasting  works  of  pobbs 
imftfovement,  in  the  surveys  of  roads,  examlnatioo 
Sot  the  contM  of  canals,  and  labors  for  the  removal 
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^Ilhe  obMnictioni  of  rirera  uid  horbora,  first  com- 
WDced  bj  the  ict  of  Congren  of  SOth  April,  1824. 

Ibe  report  exhibits  in  one  tkble  the  fuuda  Kniro- 
pr^Wd  4t  tb«  hat  uid  precediDg  sesBioiu  of  Cod- 
[NM,  for  all  these  fortiflcatiooi,  BarvejE,  and  woiki 
tf  public  improTemeat :  the  msuner  in  which  these 
fcida  htte  b«en  applied,  the  uiiount  expended  upon 
Iba  iBTaral  irocks  ooder  construction,  uid  tbe  fur- 
to  nuDi  which  may  be  oecexsarj  to  complete 
dwn.  In  a  second,  the  works  projected  bj  tbe 
Bovd  of  Ensineen,  which  have  not  been  com- 
MDced,  and  tho  eBtiiaate  of  their  cost. 

Ib  1  third,  the  report  of  the  annual  Board  of  Tia- 
ilai  U  the  UitiUry  Aeadem;  at  West  Point.  For 
tUrteoi  fortiflcaiioue  erectjog  on  farioui  points  of 
our  Atlantic  coast,  from  Bhode  Island  to  Louisana, 
Ibt  inregate  expenditure  of  the  jear  has  fallen  a 
Bttle  riort  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

For  the  preparatioii  of  Are  additional  reports  of 
KteanolMaDcea  and  murrtj*  since  the  lut  aesidon 
dCcagnm;  for  the  chileonstructiona  upon  tbirtj- 
tma  difoent  public  worka   commcDced ;   eight 

Mbtn  for  which  spedfle  appropriations  have  been    dderaUon  of  Congress. 
Bsde  by  acts  of  Congress,  and  twenty  other  inci-        ""  "      --•  "-     ■'  ■•- 
pltM  smrejB  under  the  authority  girea  bf  the  act 
oTKIlh  April,  I B24,  about  one  million  more  of  dol- 
hit  bait  been  drawn  from  the  treasurj. 

To  these  two  millions  of  dollsrs  are  to  be  added 
Iks  ^propriatioa  of  two  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand 
doOiis,  to  commence  the  erection  of  a  breakwater 
Btir  tbe  month  of  the  Delaware  Rirer ;  the  snb- 
Kriptions  to  tbe  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  the 
LoaliTille  and  Portland,  the  Dismal  Bwamp,  and 
AeClwMpeaka  and  Ohio  Canal;  the  large  dona- 
Gans  of  lands  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  lodlMUt,  Dli- 
Mb,  and  Alabama,  for  objects  of  improremeuts 
witUs  those  Stales,  and  the  sums  appropriated  for 
Ut  boiKB,  buoys,  and  piers,  on  the  coast ;  and  a 
Ml  tIcv  will  ba  taken  of  the  munificence  of  the  na- 
Hon  m  the  application  of  its  resources  to  tbe  im- 
rrorement  of  ibs  own  condition. 

Of  these  great  national  undertakings,  the  Acad- 
■ij  UWsat  Point  is  among  the  most  important  in 
ihel(  and  the  most  compehenaiTe  in  its  eonse- 
VseDcas.  Id  that  institution,  a  part  of  the  rcTeuue 
■f  lbs  nation  Is  sp^ed  to  defray  the  expense  of 
•dacatiag  a  compatent  portion  of  her  youth,  chiefly 
totbekuiwledgo  and  the  duties  of  military  life.  It 
b  Ike  Bring  aimory  of  the  nation.  While  the  other 
*uAi  of  inpTorement  enumerBted  in  the  reports 
seir  pttMnled  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  are 
iMbied  to  ameliorate  the  face  of  nature ;  to  mul- 
tiply tbe  taeililjefl  of  communication  between  the 
ttrent  parts  of  the  Union ;  to  aswst  the  labor*, 
iserassB  the  comforts,  snd  enhance  the  enjoyments 
rfmaridnsis    the  initrnction  acquired  ti  West 


hiat  enhtgea  the  dominioii  and  expands 
eMesoftbemlnd.  lu  beneficial  results  are  already 
*rpeiieneed  In  the  oompocstioQ  of  tbe  army,  and 
Ikdr  Infioenee  is  felt  In  the  Intellectual  progress  of 
Misty.  The  iostitaUon  Is  susceptible  still  of  great 
klpmrement  ft«m  benefacliona  proposed  by  several 
MMOBve  Boards  of  Visitors,  to  whose  earnest  and 
NpMed  recommendations  I  cheerfully  add  my  own. 
With  the  usnal  annual  reports  ttota  the  Becre- 
Isry  or  the  Kavy  and  tbe  Board  of  Commismon- 
fti,  wiD  be  exhibited  to  the  view  of  Congress  tbe 
nteiitionofthe  lawa  relating  to  that  department 
of  tba  i^tic  service.  The  repression  of  piracy 
»  tbe  West  Indian  and  In  the  Grecian  seas  has 
been  cflectnaOy  maintained  with  ioarcely  an;  ex- 


ception. During  the  war  between  the  OoTcm- 
ments  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  of  Brazil,  frequent 
colliuODS  between  belligerent  acts  of  power  and  the 
rights  of  neutral  commerce  occurred.  Liceotious 
blockades,  Irregularly  enlisted  or  impressed  seamen, 
and  the  property  oi  honest  commerce  seized  with 
nolence,  and  eren  plundered  under  legal  pretences. 
are  disorders  never  sepsrable  from  the  conflicts  of 
wsr  upon  the  ocean.  With  a  portion  of  Ibem,  the 
correspondeoce  of  our  commanders  oo  the  Eastern 
aspect  of  the  South  American  coast,  and  among  the 
Islands  of  Greece,  discover  how  far  we  have  been 
involved.  In  these,  the  honor  of  our  country  and 
the  lights  of  our  citizens  have  been  asserted  and 
vindicated.  The  appearance  of  new  squadrons  in 
the  Hediterranean,  and  tbe  blockade  of  the  Dar- 
danelles, indicate  Uie  danger  of  other  obstacles  to 
the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  the  necessity  of 
keeping  qui  naval  force  in  those  seas.  To  tho  sug- 
gestions repealed  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  tending  to  the  permanent  improve- 
':iiIiOD,  I  Invite  the  ftvorable  con- 


should  be  SI 


the  Pacific  Ocean  and  South  Sea, 
coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals,  and 
reefe,  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  sit- 
uation and  description,  has  been  put  in  a  train  of 
execution.  The  Teasel  is  nearly  ready  to  depart ; 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  expedidon 
may  be  greatly  facilitated  by  suitable  legislative 
provisions  ;  and  particularly  by  an  appropriation  to 
defray  its  necessary  expense.  The  addition  of  a 
second,  and,  perhaps,  a  third  vessel,  with  a  alight 
aggrantion  of  the  cost,  would  contribute  much  to 
the  safety  of  the  citizens  embarked  on  this  under- 
taking, the  results  of  which  may  be  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  our  eonntry. 

With  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
ba  submitted,  In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
of  3d  Harch,  ISi'l,  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  ' 
the  navy  of  tbe  United  States,  statements  of  the  ex- 
penditures under  that  act,  and  of  the  measures 
taken  for  carrying  the  Same  into  eifect.  Ever; 
section  of  that  statute  contuns  a  distinct  provision, 
looking  to  the  great  object  of  the  whole — the  grad- 
ual improvement  of  the  navy.  Under  its  salutary 
sanction,  stores  of  sliip-timber  have  been  procured, 
and  are  in  process  of  seasoning  and  preservation 
for  the  future  uses  of  the  navy.  Arrangements 
bare  been  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  live 
oak  timber  growing  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  its  re-production,  to  supply,  at 
future  and  distant  days,  the  waste  of  that  most 
valuable  material  for  ship  building,  by  tbe  great 
consumption  of  it,  yearly,  for  the  commercial  as 
well  as  for  the  military  marine  of  our  country.  Tbe 
construction  of  the  two  dry  docks  at  Chartestown 
and  at  Norfolk,  is  making  satislactory  progress  to-  . 
wards  a  durable  estabUshment.  The  examinations 
and  inquiries  to  ascertain  the  piacticabillty  and 
expediency  of  a  matine  railway  at  Fensacola,  though 


the  United  States  have  been  examined,  and  plana 
for  their  improvement,  and  the  preservation  ot  the 
public  property  therein,  at  Portsmouth,  Charles 
town,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  and  Gosport,  and 
to  which  two  others  are  to  be  added,  have  been 
prepared,  and  received  my  mnction ;  and  no  other 
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portfoa  of  m;  public  iatiet  hu  been  pciforraed 
with  B  more  IntimaM  coDTiottoa  of  Iti  importuice 
to  the  futnre  ireUkre  md  leenritj  of  the  Utuon. 

With  the  report  from  the  Po«tm»(er  GenenJ  i» 
exhibited  a  compontire  view  of  the  gnduil  in- 
c>«ue  of  thkt  ertablUhoieat,  from  fiTe  to  fire  jetn, 
liace  1793.  (ill  this  time,  in  the  number  of  poM 
oKoeB,  which  hss  grown  from  leas  th«a  two  hundred 
to  oekriy  eight  thooauid;  ia  the  reTeoae  yielded 
b;  them,  which,  from  sixtj-seTen  thousand  dollare, 
hu  iwoUgd  to  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half ;  and 
In  the  number  of  miles  of  post  roads,  which,  from 
five  thousand  sii  hundred  and  fort;-two,  hare  mul- 
tiplied to  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thongand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-sii.  While,  in  the  Bune  period 
of  time,  the  population  of  the  Dnion  has  about 
thrice  doubled,  the  rate  of  increase  of  theie  offices 
is  nearlj  forty,  and  of  the  revenue,  and  of  travelled 
miles,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  for  one.  The  in- 
crease of  reTenne,  within  the  last  five  years,  has 
been  neatly  equal  to  the  whole  reTenue  of  Uie  de- 
partment In  IBIS. 


Thee 


:peaditures  of  the  department,  during  the 
■h  ended  on  the  Srst  of  July  li^,  hare  ex- 


year  whict 


by  the  Increase  of  midl  conveyances  and  fiacilitiei, 
to  the  extent  of  near  eight  hundred  thonmod  miles. 
It  has  been  supplied  by  collections  from  the  Post- 
masters, of  the  arrearii£ea  of  preceding  years. 
WM!e  the  correct  priodide  seems  to  be,  tl)at  the 
income  levied  bv  the  department  shonld  defray  all 
its  expenses,  it  baa  never  beeo  the  policy  of  this 
GoTemment  to  raise  from  this  establishment  any 
levenne  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purposes.  The 
suggestion  of  the  Fostmaster  Genenl,  that  the  in- 
surance of  the  safe  transmission  of  moneys  by  the 
mail,  might  be  assumed  by  the  department,  fbr  a 
moderate  and  competent  remuneration,  will  deserve 
the  consideration  of  Congress. 

A.  report  from  the  Commisdoner  of  the  FubUo 
Buildings  in  this  city  exhibits  the  expendituresupon 
them  in  the  course  of  the  current  year.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  hanume  and  benevolent  intenUons  of 
Congress  in  providing,  by  the  act  of  20th  Uay,  ]8Sfl, 
for  the  erection  of  a  Peniteotiary  in  this  District, 
have  been  accomplished.  The  aathority  of  firther 
legislation  is  now  required  for  the  removal  to  this 
tenement  of  the  oDenders  against  the  laws,  sen- 
tenced to  atone  by  personal  confinement  for  their 
crimes,  and  to  provide  a  code  for  their  employment 
and  gOTenuuent  wliile  thus  coafioed. 

The  commiB^ners  appointed  conformably  to  the 
act  of  2d  March,  182T,  to  provide  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  claim*  ot  persons  entitled  to  Indemnuca- 
tion  under  the  flrst  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  for  the  distribution  among  such  claimants  of 
the  sum  pdd  by  the  Oovemmeat  of  Great  Britain 
under  the  convention  of  13th  November,  ISSfl, 
elated  their  labors  on  the  SOth  of  August  last,  by 
awarding  the  clalmanta  the  sum  of  one  million  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighteen  cents ;  leaving 
abatance  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents,  which  was  dis- 
tributed rat^ly  amongst  ail  the  claimants  to  whom 
awards  had  been  made,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  act. 

The  eihibita  appended  to  the  report  from  the 
Commistioner  of  the  General  Land  (MBce  present  the 
actual  condiUon  of  that  common  property  of  the 


Union.  The  amount  paid  into  the  treasury  from 
the  proceeds  of  lands,  during  the  year  18^,  and 
the  first  half  of  1828,  &lls  little  short  of  two  tnU- 
lious  of  dollars.  The  propriety  of  further  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  extingiiishment  of  the  debt  doa 
to  the  United  States  by  the  purcbasen  of  the  pnb- 
lie  lands,  limited,  by  the  act  of  2lBt  Hazch  last,  to 
the  fourth  of  July  next,  will  elaiiu  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  to  whose  vigilance  and  canM  attri- 
tion, the  regulation,  dispmal,  and  preaervation,  of 
this  great  national  inheritance,  has,  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  been  Intnuled. 

Among  the  important  snbjeots  to  wUch  th«  a^ 
tention  of  the  present  CongrtMa  has  already  been 
invited,  and  which  may  oocuot  their  further  and 
deliberate  discussion,  will  be  the  proviaon  to  ba 
made  tor  taking  the  Siitt  census  or  enameratlmi  of 
the  inhabiUnts  of  the  United  fitatea.  Th^Conati- 
tution  of  the  United  States  reqmrea  that  this  enu- 
meration should  be  made  within  »^eij  term  of  ten 
yean,  and  the  date  from  which  the  last  enumera- 
tion commenced,  was  the  first  Honday  of  AngiiBt, 
of  the  year  I8S0.  The  laws  under  which  the  for- 
mer enumerations  were  taken,  were  enacted  at  the 
session  of  Congress  immediately  preceding  tha 
operation.  But  considerable  Inconveniences  were 
experieuced  from  the  delay  of  legislation  to  so  l^ 
a  period.  That  law,  like  those  of  the  preceding 
enumerations,  directed  that  the  census  diould  be 
taken  by  the  Marshals  of  the  several  Districts  and 
Territoms,  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary  td 
State.  The  preparation  and  transmisRon  U>  the  mar- 
shals of  those  instructions  required  more  time  than 
was  then  allowed  between  the  passage  of  the  lav 
and  the  day  when  the  enumeration  was  to  com- 
mence. The  term  of  ^i  months,  limited  for  the  re- 
turns of  the  marshals,  was  also  found  even  then  too 
ehort,  and  must  ba  more  so  now,  when  an  additional 
popuJatlou  of  at  least  three  millions  must  be  pn- 
sented  upon  tbe  returns.  As  they  are  to  1m  made 
at  the  short  session  of  Congmes,  it  would,  as  well  as 
from  other  considerations,  be  more  convenient  to 
commence  the  enumeration  from  an  earlier  period 
of  the  year  than  the  first  of  August  The  most 
&varable  season  would  be  the  spring.  On  a  review 
of  the  former  enumerations,  it  wiU  be  fonnd  that 
the  plan  for  taking  even  oeosus  has  contained  im- 
provements upon  that  of  its  predecessor.  Tbe  last 
19  still  susceptible  of  much  improvement.  The  third 
census  was  the  first  at  which  any  account  waa  taken 
of  the  manufactures  of  the  oountry.  It  was  re- 
peated at  tbe  last  enumetation,  but  the  returns  la 
both  cases  were  necessarily  very  imperfect.  They 
must  always  be  so,  reeling  of  coniM  only  on  tbe 
communications  voluntarily  made  by  individnals  in- 
tereated  in  some  of  the  maaufacturing  establish- 
ments. Yet  they  contiuned  much  valuable  infor- 
mation, and  may,  by  some  supplanentary  proviiian 
of  thelaw.berendered  moreeOective.  Tbe colmnDS 
of  age,  commencing  from  inEancy,  have  hitherto 
been  confined  to  a  few  periods,  all  under  the  num- 
ber of  forty-five  years.  Important  knowledge 
would  be  obtained  by  extending  those  columns,  w 
intervals  of  ten  years,  to  the  utmost  boundaries  of 
huniaa  life.  The  labor  of  taking  them  would  be  a 
trifling  addition  to  that  already  prescribed,  and  the 
result  would  exhibit  comparative  tables  of  longevity 
highly  interesting  to  the  country.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  farther  to  observe,  that  much  of  the  Imper- 
fections in  the  returns  of  the  lost  and  periiapa  <4 
preceding  enumerations,  prooeeded  from   tbe  ia- 
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tdaqmlencM  of  the  competiBatioaa  allowed  to  the 
iiT'^'"''  4nd  tbeir  uristants  Id  taking  them. 

la  daring  this  commnnicatioii,  it  only  remain*  for 
M  to  urare  ibe  tegUUture  of  m;  cootinned  earnest 
■idi  fi>r  the  adoplioD  of  meaBares  recommended  hj 
m  heidofbre,  and  jat  to  be  acted  on  bj  them ; 
ind  of  tiie  coriUal  cononirence  on  my  part,  in  eterf 
ranlitntional  proWon  wbich  mij  receive  their 
auction  during  the  Marion,  tending  to  the  general 

JOHN  QDINOT  ADAMS. 

WtmisOTOg,  Dteember  i,  182B. 

The  Uessage  was  reed ;  and  three  thoiuBiid 
copki  of  tbe  Uessage,  and  fifteen  bnndred  of 
ibe  docomentB  ■ccompsnyinK  %  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tbe  Senate. 

TuxsDAT,  December  9. 

Hie  Senate  eoDclnded  the  balloting  for  the 
icmvnder  of  their  Stan^g  Committees. 

The  Preud«nt  oommtmicated  the  annual  Be- 
port  of  the  Becretaij  of  tbe  Treasarj  on  the 
Uie  of  the  Bnances  ;*  which  was  read,  and 


•Eitnet  Itom  tbs  report,  Rlehud  Biuh,  Saq.,  SeonUry 
of  the  Ttuhiit. 

TV  Ktiu]  noelpU  from  »ll  sonmH.  dorlu  tba  jtrr  ISST. 
nwmtHL  u  wllllM  wen  In  dodUnut  No.  1  to  twenty-tiro 
■IIBou  nlDs  hondnd  ind  11x17411  thoiuud  three  hundred 
nl  ititT-thiee  ddkiB  nod  nlu^-iix  etnta;  which,  wltli -'^ 
tehatt  In  the  Treunn  on  the  lit  nf  Jul 
■(  III  mllHoH  time  BDiidied  ud  Bftr^^ 
ladred  ud  eightr-ali  dellan  lad  dsBlMD  outi,  glTsi  u 


ry  dT  thu 


,n 

.„_itr.«li  dellan  iBd  dshtMD  euti,  gli 

■IF»f^  of  tweatj-BlM  mllUev  thrve  hiAdnd  ud  tn 
In  UoBud  end  tlij  didlm  and  borteen  eanti,  Oi  loe 
m  t«*ii*d  ta  abore,  dmlBf  IMT,  the  outama  yielded  Dp- 
nnk  of  alaetwa  mlUloiu  aad  a  h^  ud  the  lale*  of  pobno 
Ivb  BciriT  ■»«  mUlloB  aad  a  half  The  expendltoree  0/ 
(be  CilM  Btataa  tir  tb*  MBM  year  anHnmled  to  twuty-two 
KSBHa  di  handled  ud  flfty^ix  thouud  aaren  haadred 
ad  iny.bar  d^bia  and  turn  oenla.  The  tame  doenmut 
vtn  npely  a  ipet^flcallon  ot  the  partleDlan,  ud  ahow  a  bal- 
■nla  tbeTrewuT.u  the  in  Jaaoaiy,  IBM,  eT  ilx  mll- 
Im  III  hnadied  and  ality't^t  thouud  two  hondred  ud 
iM^-rix  doUin  iDd  ten  nnli; 

nt  actul  rroslpu  dorlBg  the  three  tint  qoarten  of  1839, 
lite.  No.  1,1  are  nippoeed  to  hay*  unanaled  ta  elgbloBD  mil- 
Una  III  buBdred  ud  thirty-three  thoqsend  Htb  hundred 
^*  eUtT  doUan  and  twentT-aereB  aentt ;  ud  thoee  of  the 
baith  inirtee.  It  k  aiirooaed,  will  aownnt  to  flre  mlllloiu 
lusr  Imiidred  and  alny-one  thouaud  two  hnndred  ud 
d^-thne  dollai*  and  Ibi^  eeata;  mahlng  the  total  n- 
edpti  fbr  IBM.  tweaty-lbnr  rallUona  nlMly-fanr  Uunuand 
liM  hmdred  and  aUfy-threadoUara  ud  ility-ieTeii  ouU ; 
nith,  added  to  the  balanee  In  the  Traaanir  OD  the  Brat  oT 
Junaiy.  ai  above  elated,  clTea  u  aaregate  of  tbir^  mil- 
i»a  man  hnndred  and  uicty-lhiM  thoiwaad  one  hnndrad 
M  farty-nlne  doUare  and  aeTeatr^eTeu  eeala.  Tba  aipea- 
•tinief  tbe  three  lint  qturteiasf  tba  year  [aame  doDiiDantJ 
■•  Dnnaed  to  have  amonated  la  alahtMO  nOUona  two 
■udnJ  and  Ibity-ltoot  thooaaiKI  glnelinBdTed  aad  aarea 
Mm  and  ninety-one  ecnii;  and  thoaa  Ibr  tba  fourth  qnar- 
<v.  it  la  aopiMed,  wUI  amooBt  to  aeru  mllllou  three  hna- 
Bid  and  nlae^-tva  thooaud  dx  hnndrad  and  three  dol- 
Wi  aad  aarentytwo  eenta:  making  An  tha  whole  year, 
ivoly-llTe  BrilUoni  aii  hundred  and  ihlr^^eTea  tboniud 


t"oly-dTe 

■nbaadredaBdalarendidlanBadalztr-anaoanla.  Thia 
opadltara  Indndei,  aa  tba  liana  In  tbe  docomeat  wUl  aba  w, 
vnida  or  twdve  mUhon  on  aoooont  ot  the  debt  and  will 
un  ia  tha  Traaaniy,  on  tba  Snt  of  Janoary,  ISM,  an  oatl- 
■■•lad  Nlannn  of  tn  mlUlona  oaa  baodred  and  twenty-flTO 
■keuiad  ill  hnndred  ud  airty-eight  dollata  and  fowteen 
oua.  TUahalBOoawnibeuQeettothe  appropflitloiiBOt 
■eatn  Ibr  the  aerrlee  of  1BI8,  that  hare  not,  ai  yet,  beu 
(alM()P~4  nun  eaUmatad  at  three  mlllloog  Htb  hnndred 
Ofluaad  dolIvB,  ami  Inelndu  the  one  million  ot  dolUn  li 
hah  not  BOW  eftctlTe,  ai  horelolDre  t:t!fltiot6. 

Bamari  upon  tAe  odoH. 
Wg  bate  pemuuient  acts  of  Congreaa  rerjnliing  a  eertali 
Ba«enl,  (ftmnorly  t*o  mUHona,  bow  alij  over  ud  above  lb 


THUBaDAx,  December  18. 
ThtLeadXinta  M  Mimmri. 

The  hill  for  the  eale  of  the  lead  nunes  in  flu 
State  of  insBoari,  0ntrodnced  by  Mr.  Bkntok^ 
was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  CcHninittee 
of  the  Whole. 

Hr.  Bbakob  said  he  ahotild  like  to  bear  the 
.oBOiig  oadgned  for  the  pasaaM  of  the  bill,  as 
he  did  not  Bee  the  necessity  of  disposing  of  the 
pnbtio  property  in  this  manner.  They  were 
already  harrying  the  property  into  market 
Euter  than  there  was  any  occasion  for;  and 
there  was  no  reason,  in  Ha  mind,  why  these 
mines  ahoold  be  exposed  to  sale. 

Ur.  BrarroK  sud,  the  same  suUeot  had  been 
frequently  before  the  Senate,  and  had,  during 
tbe  last  sesHion,  he  believed,  passed  this  body, 
and  been  sent  to  tbe  other  House.  The  facta 
had  often  been  exposed  to  the  consideration  of 
Uie  Senate,  and  of  oommitt«ea,  and  very  elabo- 
rate reports  had  been  made,  filling  several 
hundred  pagea,  of  their  proceedings.  This  bill 
did  not  apply  to  the  lead  mines  of  the  Upper 
Uiasonri,  bnt  was  confined  to  those  within  the 
bounds  of  the  State  of  Uiseouri.  Those  upon 
the  Upper  Miasoaii  were  first  discovered  aboat 
the  year  1?20,  and  bad  been  worked  from  that 
time  to  the  present ;  bnt  the  mines  in  UiBsonri 
had  been,  for  a  long  time,  unworked ;  the  land 
had  been  bnt  scratched  over,  or  had  been  dng 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  ffeet.  The  mines  in 
MisHonri  were  very  little  profit  to  anybody,  and 
reports  from  that  section  stated,  that  very  little 
was  received  from  them ;  they  were  neither 
profitable  nor  desirable  property  to  the  Federal  ' 
Government.  Thia  bill  barely  anthoriied  tbem 
to  be  offered  for  sale ;  it  did  not  order  their 
sale ;  there  was  no  coercion — on  tbe  contrary, 
the  notice  of  the  sale  was  not  of  the  ordinary 
kind.  Fablio  notice  was  to  be  given  in  every 
State  in  the  Union,  in  some  newsputer,  rax 
months  before  the  sale.  It  was  five  ana  twenty 
years  since  Lonisiana  came  into  tbe  possession  . 
of  the  United  States,  and   it  was  five   and 


a^nlnlatloBi,  to  he  kept  In  the  TreaaniT.  It  la  mlitaken 
leglaladoB,  always  nnnectaury,  and  alwiya  pemldona,  In 
keeping  np  more  reveane  thu  Deeded.  Both  reaaon.  and 
atperlenae  ihow,  that  the  whole  ot  tha  ^iproprlatioBa  eu- 
noE  be  expended  In  tbe  year— that  there  alwaya  nmalaa  an 
exoiaa,  generally  aboat  oBe-fimrth— which  cannot  ba  ex-, 
pcDded  nntll  the  anniing  yoar ;  when  lis  plaea,  aa  It  goea 
ont,  will  be  npplled  by  the  Inoomlng  revenna.  Thia  haa 
beea  the  oau  from  the  beiritiBing  ot  the  GoTsmment,  aa 
may  be  icen  In  all  the  UBoal  Unuce  nporta,  ud  foraver 
wlllba  theeaiei  aothat  IheopentlaBa  of  the  OorerBmenI 
may  be  anled  on  tbr  cooaldarably  I«i,  aay  one-lborth  loea, 
than  the  annual  Inoome.  In  tha  twoyaaraaboTemenUonad, 
(isai  ud  ■*§,)  In  u  Inoome.  vt  aboat  twenty-Ova  mllllona, 
and  coTTDBpoBding  approprlatloiie,  apwarda  ot  lix  mlUlona 
and  a  half  remained  onoxpendad  at  the  end  ot  each  year; 
ud  abont  tha  tame  aiCMa  was  eiUmatad  Ibr  the  aaolaf 
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trrentf  years  anoe  these  rnineB  were  disooTered . 
an  earlj  law  of  Looisiana  provided  for  the  re» 
ervation  of  certain  of  these  lands,  ao  that  they 
cojili.  Dot  be  sold.  He  thought  it  time  to  have 
them  explored,  and  made  productive.  He  did 
not  aee  why  the  gentleman  ttaia  North  Carolina 
opposed  the  biU,  aad  wished  to  stret<^  the 
sceptre  of  barrenness  over  the  whoie  of  the 
State  of  ICssonri.  The  Government  would  be 
no  loser  bj  the  aale,  and,  if  no  advantages  were 
to  aocroe  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  anj  body  elae,  by  keeping  the 
mineral  conntry  of  HiBsonri  in  a  state  of  barren- 
ness, why  shoidd  the  bill  be  opposed ) 

Hr.  Biusoa  replied,  that  it  was  generally 
conceded,  that,  where  anthority  was  given  to 
the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  of 
the  Depsrtmeats,  that  it  was  equivalent  to  say- 
ing that  the  power  might  be  exercised  j  and, 
aluiongh  the  authority  given  by  this  bill  was 
discretionary  only,  he  conceived  that  it  would, 
in  fact,  be  peremptory ;  for,  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  liberty  to  dispose  of  these 
lands,  he  would  be  importuned  by  speonlators 
nntil  he  bad  thrown  the  whole  into  the  market. 
And  why  should  they  force  the  sale  of  what  it 
was  not  necessary  to  sell,  and  why  shonld  the 
State  of  Uiasonri  be  so  anxions  to  have  them 
disposed  of?  Is  not  this  the  wealth  of  the 
coontry?  Is  not  this  the  general  treasure, 
purchased  by  the  pnblio  money  t  Is  Missouri 
alone  interested  in  these  lead  mines)  No,  nr, 
this  is  the  pnblio  property.  He  would  aak  the 
honorable  senator,  if  the  mines  belonged  to  the 
State  of  Uissonri,  whether  be  would  be  so  will- 
ing to  throw  uiem  into  the  market  now! 
Would  he  not  keep  them  until  there  was  a  de- 
mand for  them  t  Would  he  not  wsjt  nntil  a 
more  propitious  period)    He  (Ur.  B.)  thought 

llr.  Babtoh  aaid,  the  Senate  most  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  fact,  that,  at  the  time  the 
State  of  Louisiana  was  purchased,  the  Ktssonri 
mines  were  but  litHe  known,  and  that  the  gen- 
eral idea  was,  that  they  were  immensely  valua- 
ble. Among  the  £rst  laws  passed  by  the  State 
of  Louijnana,  was  one  making  large  reservations 
of  land,  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  mines. 
Since  that  time,  mn^  more  was  known  of  the 
mines  than  at  that  early  period.  It  was  now 
known,  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  whioh  was  a 
broken  and  poor  ooontry,  was  a  mineral  ooon- 
try.  It  was  also  known,  that  the  moat  valuable 
lead  mines  in  the  United  States  were  north  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.  The  Spanish  lead  mine 
was  there,  and  the  whole  of  tie  valuable  min- 
eral conntiy  was  in  a  triangle,  made  by  the 
boundary  Ime  of  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi 
Kiver.  It  was  necessary  for  the  United  States 
to  cover  this  counti7  with  tenantry,  and  their 
mines  were  almost  inexhaustible.  The  whole 
of  this  other  conntry  )fad  been  examined,  and 
people  were  anxious  to  work  it.  The  mming 
busmess  was  known  to  be  extremely  uucertaiu, 
and  it  was  also  extremely  fascinating ;  it  was 


something  like  gambling,  exciting  h^h  hopei, 
which  weTb  Areqnently  not  realized.  Under  ttie 
present  United  States  laws,  several  oases  had  oo- 
cnrred  in  which  lands  had  been  sold  to  in^vid- 
nats,  and  lead  ore  afterwards  being  discovered 
upon  the  lands,  the  patents  were  withheld. 
Now  tiie  Government  did  not  want  these  lands; 
they  had  already  inexhaustible  stores  in  the 
Spanish  mine,  the  Fever  River  lead  mines,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  and  upon  the  east  and  west 
sides  of  the  Mississippi.  The  project  of  this 
bill  was  not  to  force  the  sale.  The  gentiemmi 
from  Korth  Carolina  h&d  supposed,  that,  be- 
cause the  Government  could  dispose  of  thent, 
they  must  necessarily;  hut  it  did  not  follow; 
the  President  of  the  United  States  might  have 
firmness  enough  to  resist  improper  iinportuni- 
ties.  He  would  state  a  case  of  the  ^ffieul^  rf 
which  he  had  complied.  In  the  village  of 
Belle  Yue,  a  tract  of  land  had  been  sold  by  the 
Govermnent  to  an  individnal  as  long  ago  aa 
the  year  1808 ;  lately,  ore  has  been  disoovered 
not  npon  his  tract,  bat  in  the  neighborhood  of 
it.  in  another  part  of  the  town,  in  consequence 
of  which  his  i^U«Qt  has  been  withdrawn. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  in  the  course  of 
time,  almost  the  whole  State  of  Missouri  will  be 
reserved,  and  withheld  from  sale,  and  subiect 
to  this  system.  The  mines  on  the  Upper  Mis- 
sonri,  and  north  of  the  State,  were  so  mneh 
more  valuable,  and,  as  they  were  worked,  tiis 
settlers  and  laborers  had  left  the  SUte  of  iCs- 
souri  and  gone  np  to  them.  This  bill  only 
abolished  the  law  of  reservation  and  restriction, 
which  had  been  found  to  be  extremely  injuriova 
to  that  oonntry,  and  which  must  oltimstely  be 
the  ruin  of  it. 

Mr,  OBiin>i.iK  observed,  that,  as  the  gentle- 
men from  Missouri  must  know  more  of  the  snb- 
{'eot  than  they  who  lived  at  a  greater  distanoe, 
le  would  ask  them  if  this  land  had  ever  been 
surveyed  by  authority  of  the  Govermnent,  and 
whether  there  were  any  reports  npon  the  sub- 
ject ;  if  so,  he  should  like  to  see  them,  that  he 
might  have  some  more  information,  and  make 
np  his  mind — aa  it  might  be  advisible  to  sell  all 
these  lands,  or  it  might  be  better  to  sell  only  a 
part.  There  were  always  many  speoulatora  about 
a  new  country,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  very  jnafly  observed.  If  the 
Premdont  once  had  the  liberty,  he  would  be 
oonstantiy  importuned  nntil  he  had  thrown 
the  whole  of  tnero  into  the  market. 

The  President  here  read  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  stated  that 
the  qnestion  would  be  upon  the  amendment; 
which  was  explained  by  Mr.  Babtton. 

Mr.  Behtok  then  replied,  that  very  ample 
reports  had  been  made,  both  by  Government 
agents  and  others.  The  United  States  appointed 
an  agent  there,  many  years  ago  with  a  salary 
of  $1,600  per  annum,  who  had  examined 
the  conntry ;  and  reports  hod  also  been  made 
by  persons  who  had  been  a  long  time  resident 
in  that  country.    Ab  it  waa  early  in  the  eea- 
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Draubadi  en  Mtrdimdui. 
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rion,  1i«  was  villing  tbo  bill  sfaould  lie  over, 
that  the  genUeman  might  ezamioe  the  reports 
otithe  mljeot. 

ILe  qnestion  being  taken  rat  the  amendment 
imposed  b;  the  committee,  it  was  adopted,  and 
tlie  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  for  a  third 


JToiroAY,  December  23. 
The  Senate  was  principaUy  occupied  this  daj 
b  discDssinK  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  SoBan 
Deeator  etal 

TmsDAT,  December  38. 
Commtrea  qf  the  Weit. 

A  bill,  "  allowing  duties  on  foreign  merohao- 
£m,  imported  into  Loniarille,  Fittsbnrg,  Oin- 
douti,  and  Bt  Loaia,  to  be  seonred  and  paid 
at  thoee  plscea,"  was  taken  np  and  considered. 

ICr.  WoosBiTBT  (Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee 
Ml  Ocmuiierce)  stud,  this  was  the  same  bill  which 
had  been  b^re  that  committee,  and  passed 
the  Senate,  at  its  last  sessioo,  bnt  was  not  acted 
vptM  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Full 
secoritj'  was  afforded  to  the  pnblio,  by  its  pro- 
TisionB^  that  the  dnties  wonld  be  p^d;  and,  as 
the  convenience  of  the  merchonta  of  the  West- 
on oooiiby  woold  be  promoted,  and  the  pnblio 
bee  nothing  by  the  propoaed  arrangement,  he 
■aw  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

lb.  Habks  said  hereoolleoted  that,  two  sea- 
dons  mnoe,  he  had  preaeated  a  memorial  from 
dte  merchants  of  Pittaborg,  praying  that  the 
place  might  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  Sinoe 
that  time,  he  had  nndentood  that  the  citizens 
of  Pittebnrg  did  not  reqoire  the  passage  of  a 
law  on  the  sntgect ;  they  were  altogether  in- 
different to  ita  passage,  and  he  was  not  certain 
whether'  they  would  t^tprove  of  it.  He  merely 
roae  to  giye  the  Senate  this  informaUoo.  It 
was  alt<^ether  immaterial  to  him  what  order 
the  Senate  took  upon  the  bill, 

Mr.  Woodbust  eud,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsytvania  had  not,  cert^nly,  paid  attention 
to  the  proTiidoita  of  the  bill.  He  would  state, 
for  his  information,  that  the  bill  did  not  provide 
tor  tiia  eetabliahmeut  of  ports  of  entry :  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  make 
Mch  a  proviaon.  It  waa  at  first  contemplated ; 
bot,  for  himself^  he  was  agunst  it.  The  bill 
provides  merely,  that  the  dnties  on  goods  to  be 
nmxnled  into  Ixmisville,  &c.,  shall  be  seonred 
to  be  paid  at  those  places :  the  bonds  wUl  then 
be  sent  to  "Sew  Orleans,  and  paid  at  each  places 
M  the  collector  of  that  port  might  direct. 
While  on  the  floor,  he  wonld  state,  that  an 
anendment  had  been  made  to  the  bill,  at  the 
lirt  eesaion,  which  was  not  contMned  in  it  as 
introdoced  by  the  Senator  from  Kissonri,  viz., 
to  include  "Nashville  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
Maeee,"  as  one  of  the  places  at  which,  also. 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise  might  bo  secured 
to  be  p^d.  For  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
Mme  privUwe  to  that  place,  he  would  move 


that  the  words  he  had  named  be  inserted  in 
the  hill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  W.  prev^ed, 

Ur.  Benton  stated,  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  give  facilities  to  those  persons  in  the 
Western  country  who  were  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce.  The  bill  was  under  Uie  oonsidera- 
tioD  of  the  Oommittee  of  Commerce,  when  a 
distingoished  senator  from  Uassachusetts  (Mr. 
Lloxd)  was  its  Cburman,  He  approved  of 
making  the  places  named  in  the  bill  ports  of 
entry.  Since  then,  that  committee  had  cootem' 
plated  a  different  method,  which  was  confiider- 
ed  more  safe.  For  years  past,  foreign  goods 
had  been  imported  into  the  Western  country, 
consigned  to  merchants  in  the  interior,  from 
the  port  of  Liverpool  in  particular,  Ifew 
Orleans  was  the  port  of  delivery,  and  the  con- 
signees had  to  pay  two  or  three  per  cent,  to 
commission  men^anta  to  attend  to  the  transahtp- 
ment  of  their  property,  and  the  seonrity  of  Uie 
dnties  upon  it  This  was  one  hardship.  An- 
other was,  the  great  advance  of  money  which 
it  cost  them  to  nave  the  hnsiness  attended  to. 
It  waa  a  fact,  that  some  of  the  interior  towns 
were  nearer  to  the  Golf  of  Ueiico  than  New 
Orleana  was  fifteen  years  ago.  These  met- 
chantB  can  attend  to  their  own  business  qoite 
as  well,  if  not  better,  thao  it  is  now  attended 
to  at  Hew  Orleans,  and  the  Government  be 
eqaally  secured  in  the  payment  of  the  dnties ; 
while  it  would  be  a  great  accommodatdou  to 
those  merehanta,  if  the  bill  shoold  pass.  As  tar 
as  the  change  contemplated  by  the  bill  was 
known,  it  had  given  general  satisfaction;  it 
would  be  of  f^reat  advantage  to  the  commerce  of 
the  West,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  and,  cer- 
tainly, would  be  of  no  material  injnry  to  tiie 
conntry.    He,  therefore,  hoped  it  would  pasB. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  waa  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Tttwdat,  December  80. 
Drfodxiok  on  Merehamdiu, 
A  bill  "to  extend  the  time  within  which 
merchandise  may  be  exported  with  the  benefit 
of  drawback,"  was  considered  as  in  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole — the  qnestion  being  on  striking 
oat  the  second  section, 

Ur.  SviTH,  of  Maryland,  sud,  he  would  ^ve 
the  Senate  information  of  the  coarse  pursued 
Great  Brit^  on  this  Hubieot.    The  practice 
that  country  was,  that,  on  a  representation 
the  Lords  CommiBsioners  of  the  Treasury  of 
e  necessity  therefor,  they  had  the  power, 
and  used  their  discretion,  in  extending  the 
time  in  which  merchandise  &ught  be  exported 
for  the  benefit  of  drawback.    Tlio  aeclJon  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  gives  this  power  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    The  Oommittee 
on  finance  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  giv- 
ing a  I^egialative  power  to  anExeentive  officer, 
which  was  improper,  and  therefore  had  recom- 
mended that  it  be  stiicken  out. 
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The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SiuBU  eelA,  tiiat,  aa  the  smeadraent 
took  away  some  of  the  advantagea  propoaed  b; 
Uie  bill,  he  would  move  for  hi  exteiuion  of 
time  in  whioh  znerchandiM  might  be  exported 
for  this  henefiL  Two  years  were  allowed  by 
the  bilL  Great  Britain,  France,  &o.,  allowed 
a  longer  time ;  he  tbon^t  onr  merchantB  ought 
to  be  put  on  aa  good  a  footing ;  and  he  would 
therefore  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriking 
ont  the  word  two  in  the  seventh  line  of  the 
first  section,  and  tnBerUne  tbree. 

Thin  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  aa  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  the  amendments  cononrred  in,  and  oi^ 
dered  to  be  engroaeed  tat  a  third  reading, 

J)rwbaet  on  B^ntd  Sugar. 

A  bill  granting  an  extennon  of  drawback  on 
refined  sugar,  &c.,  was  taken  np  in  committee. 

Ur.  SviTB,  of  Maryland,  expired  the  bill. 
The  present  law  allowed  tonr  cents  drawback 
on  sngar  refined  within  the  United  States.  The 
object  of  the  present  bill  was  to  allow  five  oentB. 
It  rei^nired  two  ponnda  of  angar,  in  its  cmde 
state,  to  make  one  ponnd  of  refined.  The  dnty 
on  brown  sngar  was  three  cents  per  ponnd ; 
oonaeqnently,  a  drawback  of  six  cents  wonld  be 
reqciKd  in  uvor  of  the  refiner.  The  treacle 
obtained  from  the  snrar  was,  however,  valned 
at  one  cent  per  pound,  in  favor  of  the  refiner, 
and  therefore  five  cents,  the  drawback  fixed 
upon  in  the  bill,  wonld  be  a  fair  allowance,  and 
would  indemniiy  him  for  the  amonnt  of  duties 
actnally  paid  to  QoTemment.  Should  the  bill 
pass,  the  American  refiner  of  anear  woold  be 
enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
foreign  mannfectnrer  in  foreign  markets.  There 
oonld  be  no  possible  disadvantage  arise  from 
paidng  the  bill ;  it  would  not  enMnce  the  price 
of  aaKar  to  the  conanmers  of  the  conntry,  and 
wonld  greatly  tend  to  benefit  the  merchant  in 
helping  him  to  make  up  an  asaorted  cargo  for 
the  South  American,  Chinese,  and  other  mar- 
kets. The  only  qnestion  was,  what  was  the 
proper  drawback  to  be  allowed  I  The  Secretary 
of  U>e  Treasury  hadfiied  it  at  five  cents.  Dm'- 
ing  the  French  Revolution,  when  all  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  were  open  to  ns,  he  was  him- 
self engaged  in  the  business  of  refining  and 
exporting  sugar ;  then  it  was  done  to  advan- 
tage; for  we  werethe  only  nation  that  enjoyed 
a  free  trade;  now,  times  had  changed,  and 
BOme  inducements  must  be  held  ont,  or  com- 
|ietition  on  onr  part  would  cease  altogether. 
r  nused  in  this  country  bad  never  been, 
d  not  be,  refined ;  and  the  reason  was, 
IS  not  strong  enough.  Batavia  sugar  was 
used  for  this  purpose,  and  that  of  Cuba,  which 
was  superior,  because  much  stronger.  The 
Havana  sugar,  particularly,  was  of  a  proper 
quality  for  refining.  A  portion  only  of  the 
su^  imported  was  used  by  the  refiners,  and 
this  portion  was  generally  confined  to  the 
white  and  clayed  qualities.  'We  carried  on  a 
great  trade  with  the  Havana;  tlie;  received 
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from  ns  nearly  all  the  artidee  o 
tbetn,  with  the  exception  of  dry  goods,  and  a 
return  sent  ns  sngar.  In  its  refined  state  it  ru 
an  article  of  commeroe.  On  the  whole,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  drawlMck  sysleoi  would  b» 
beneficial  to  tiie  agriculturist,  the  mannfactnm, 
and  the  navigator,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
pass. 

Mr.  BiNTON'  observed,  that  whaUver  reuena 
might  have  existed  for  the  drawback  lystem 
in  1T90,  they  no  longer  prevailed.  Instead  of 
increasine  it,  this  system  should  be  diminiahfld. 
or  repealed  altogeUier.  At  the  tine  referred 
to,  no  sngar  was  rtised  in  the  United  States; 
frauds  on  the  revenue  were  not  so  likely  to  tska 
place ;  there  were  then  no  enorts  but  of  arti- 
cles which  had  been  brought  into  the  counti; ; 
and  there  was  then  a  nominal  drawback  on 
domestic  spirits,  made 'from  molasses.  "Whii 
was  the  proof  on  this  snbject  at  the  last  sesson 
of  Congreas  ?  Why,  that  frauds  were  prodnced 
by  thia  system,  on  the  revenue ;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  adrawbaok,  we  were  paying  fanronU 
premium  on  foreign  articles.  In  conseqaenee, 
the  nominal  drawback  was  repealed  entire!;. 
The  same  should  be  done  in  this  case.  Ae  to 
Amerioan  sugar  not  beinf;  fitted  for  refining, 
tbh  was  bnt  the  reiteratlOD  of  an  old  gtory. 
The  same  had  been  aaid  <tf  wool,  hemp,  and 
iron.  The  true  reason  waa,  however,  that  ihe 
refiner  can  procure  the  foreign  material  obe^ 
than  the  domestic,  and,  therefore,  lie  prefeired 
it  The  duty  on  West  India  eogar  was  ftont 
cents ;  if  this  duty  be  taken  off,  aa  by  the  bill 
it  will  be,  we  shall  discover  the  true  differenH 
between  American  and  foreign  sq^. 

He  could  see  no  reason  why  New  Orlesna 
sugar  might  not  be  made  as  dry  and  aa  fit  for 
refining  as  the  Havana.  He  looked  npon  tht 
propoiwd  meaanre  as  in  efiect  a  tax  nponlbe 
American  people^  for  the  benefit  of  foieigoen. 
He  had  a  regard  for  the  South  Americane,  bol 
he  loved  his  own  constitQents  better.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  every  branch  of  indnatiy 
prosper,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  the  pros- 
tration of  his  constituents.  The  effect  of  the 
bill  waa  to  give  a  premium  of  one  per  cent  oa 
every  pound  of  sugar  refined  and  exportad, 
which  was  a  greater  profit  than  was  obtained 
by  the  cultivators  of  the  earth.    ConsideraUe 

auantities  of  refined  sugar  were  exported,  u>d 
le  export  was  on  the  inorease.  If  the  refinen 
conid  export  at  present,  the  additional  bonii^ 
(for  he  oould  look  upon  it  in  no  other  light)  of 
one  per  cent  would  cause  immense  ahipmeoU 
and  the  conntry  would  be  either  unsnpplied,  ii 
great  and  exorbitant  profits  exacted. 

Mr.  SiLSBEX  supported  the  bilL  When  before 
the  committee  at  the  last  session,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  inform  himself  upon  the  snbjoct, 
and  from  all  the  information  he  cotdd  obtain, 
five  cents  would  rather  fall  short  of  a  propw 
allowance  of  drawback.  Ho  conceived  the 
question  to  be,  whether  we  would  give  encour- 
agement to  the  refiners  of  this  country,  or  to 
fbrdgners.  He  difibred  from  the  gentleman  frtw 
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IGscmri,  ta  to  the  ii\JQTionB  effect  upon 
Americu]  ragar,  stated  by  him.  He  enlarged 
apoD  thebenefitBADdadvantagea  of  the  trade  of 
thiscoontrr  with  the  Hav&iu;  stated  that  it 
hsd  been  the  custom  M  the  eastward  to  send 
ttSoed  sugar  to  Leghorn,  and  other  parts  of  the 
MediterraneBn ;  that  more  would  have  been 
KnC,  bnt  tiiat  the  article  could  be  ftamished 
chMper  fW)m  France.  The  cultivatioD  of  sugar 
in  Fnnce,  as  he  had  been  iaformed,  was  on  the 
increase,  and  jet,  the;  allowed  the  importation 
of  the  article,  with  a  drawback  of  the  whole  of 
tlie  dntiea,  for  the  purpose  of  refining  and  ei- 
pmtation.  The  qnestion  was,  whether  we 
d)DDld  allow  a  drawback  to  the  whole  amonut 
of  (he  duties  or  Dott 

Mr.  WooDBiTBT,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bkbtos,  swd, 
that  the  original  policy  of  the  drawback  system 
VIS  to  enconrage  mannfaotnres  and  the  carrfing 
tnde.  There  was  no  tax  on  sugar  that  did  not 
go  into  the  consomption  of  the  country ;  and, 


fiire.  It  was  not  the  policy  of  the  country  to 
Ui  what  was  not  consamed  in  the  coantry  ; 
ud  from  every  pound  of  sugar  exported,  die 
tax  shotdd  bo  drawn  back.  The  dnties  would 
be  deducted  from  iron,  duck,  hemp,  and  other 
irtidM  nsed  in  the  manufacture  of  ships,  if 
thej  were  not  consumed  in  the  oonntry ;  but 
they  are.  Sn^ar,  after  it  was  refined,  was 
not  consumed  m  the  coantry,  hat  sent  out  of 
It  There  was  no  fraud  on  Uie  revenue ;  for 
the  sugar  could  he,  and  waa  traced  ont  of 
it  Ihe  refining  of  this  article  did  not  inter- 
ftre  with  the  mannlactarers  of  sugar,  bnt 
tided  them.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri 
conpluned  tbBt  it  was  an  iqjnry  to  agrionltnre ; 
bnt,  so  &r  from  its  coming  into  competition 
with  the  mannfocture  of  sugar,  evidence  before 
OODgren  utisfactorily  showed  that  it  did  not : 
£*'  the  qoaJity  of  American  sugar  would 
Mt  answer — it  was  altogether  nnsnitable. 
This  was  a  matter  of  fact,  and  he  the  more 
Rad37  appealed  to  it.  Bat,  suppose  it  was 
nitable,  every  hnndred  weight  used  in  refining 
»oold  bring  a  hundred  weight  of  foreign  sugar 
into  consumption.  Where  then  was  the  diSer- 
OKe!  Neither  the  domestic  sugar,  nor  the 
ttrenne  was  injured  by  a  drawback  on  foreign 
•sgw  refined.  The  Treasury  did  not  sufifer — 
tb»  debentures  did  not  exceed  (2,000  per  an- 
min,  while  the  dnties  on  sugar  imported  ex- 
ceeded $2,000,000.  Nothing  Uierefore  was  lost 
to  the  Treasury  nnless  the  debentures  exceeded 
the  hnportation.  The  operation  of  the  bill 
would  pertainly  be  beneficial  to  agricnltnre, 
becanae,  in  exchange  for  the  sugar  obtMned, 
we  sell  onr  Inmber,  flour,  com,  ftc,  &c.  We 
Most  have  a  market  abroad— and  one  of  the 
Dysteries  and  beauties  of  the  trade  was,  that 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  sugar  often  gave 
double  voyages.  We  do  not  send  it  to  Italy, 
*p-,  is  formerly,  but  to  Brazil,  China,  Ac.  In 
EugUod  the  whole  duty  had  been  withdrawn, 
branue  there  was  no  consumption  of  the  sugar 


in  the  country ;  in  France  it  was  &«  same ; 
and,  in  consequenoe  of  these  countries  with- 
holding all  duty  fh)m  the  importation  of  sugar, 
we  have  no  trade  now  in  the  article,  bnt  with 
our  neighbors  of  this  continent,  and  to  them  we 
mnst  resort.  He  thought  the  hill  ought  to  pass, 
and  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  any  farther. 

Ur.  Bbntoit  inquired  what  was  the  valae  of 
refined  sugar,  ana  was  answered  fourteen  cents. 
He  then  commented  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  stated  that  tliose  who  petitioned 
for  an  increase  of  drawback  complained  of  their 
large  families,  and  that  they  must  stop  unless 
assisted  by  Congress.  Tet  it  seems  they  are 
doing  a  profitable  hnsiness,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  allow  them  a  premium  of  one  per  cent, 
while  no  part  of  the  attention  of  the  committee 
was  turned  to  the  consumers  of  the  country. 
The  people  of  8onth  America  were  to  be  fbr- 
nished  with  the  artiole  at  a  cheaper  rate,  while 
those  of  the  United  States  were  to  reoeive  it  at 
an  enhanced  price. 

Ur.  Smtth  alluded  to  the  stat«  of  things  in  the 
year  17B4.  At  that  time  an  excise  existed  on 
whiskey,  loaf  sugar,  &o.,  and  Congress  thcnwht 
prgier  to  draw  back  excise  on  these  articles, 
and  allowed  three  cent*  on  the  exportation  of 
every  ponnd  of  loaf  soffar.  The  dnty  on  brown 
sugar  was  then  one  and  a  half  oente.  The  con- 
sequence was,  the  exportation  of  loaf  sugar  in- 
creased to  a  great  extent.  In  1618  a  new  law 
was  passed  on  the  subject  (of  which  Mr.  S.  read 
the  second  section,  guarding  against  frauds  on 
the  revenue,  &c.)  and  the  trade  t«  Cuba  became 
so  extensive,  that  more  sugar  was  imported 
than  could  be  consumed  in  We  country.  What 
was  to  be  done  t  A  drawback  on  foreign  engara 
was  allowed,  and  soon  the  conntry  was  clewed 
of  its  superfluity,  and  a  market  opened  for 
the  sugars  of  Louisiana.  Where  was  there  any 
difi'erence  in  the  sugar,  in  its  raw  and  refined 
state,  except  the  difference  that  resulted  from 
the  industry  employed  t     The  fact  woo,  Bl 


ficial,  and  enabling  na  to  compete  suoceesfblly 
with  foreigners. 

Ur.  JoBsetos,  of  Lonisiana,  did  not  attribute 
so  mnch  importance  to  this  bill,  as  some  gentle- 
men who  had  spoken.  The  principle  of  aUow- 
ing  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  articles, 
equal  to  the  duty  on  the  importation,  wasaplain 
one,  and  essential  to  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  a  country ;  and  the  principle  had 
been  extended  to  articles  which  had  nndergona 
some  modification  by  manufacture.  And,  if 
the  effeot  is  to  diversify  our  labor  and  increase 
the  navigation,  there  con  he  no  objection,  unlees 
it  operate  iniuriously  upon  some  other  interest 
At  present  the  export  of  refined  sugar  doee  not 
interfere  with  any  other  branch  of  industry.  It 
is  very  limited,  not  exceeding  |27,0O0,  and  not 
likely  to  be  very  greatly  increased,  while  a  dnly 
is  necessary  to  protect  refined  sugar  in  the  home 
market.  Ur.  J.  said  he  presumed  the  detail! 
of  the  bUl  had  been  attended  to  by  the  o 
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mittee,  and  that  thej  had  allowed  what  in  their 
Jodgment  was  a  fiiur  equivalent  in  drawback  fpr 
the  datj  on  the  angar.  He  oonld  not  enter 
Into  a  minnte  calculation.  If  more  waa  given 
than  bad  been  paid,  it  ia  a  boontj  whioh  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  CongreaB  to  allow.  U 
leaa,  it  operatee  iqinrionalj  to  the  mannfaotnrer. 
Bnt,  Mr.  J.  said,  there  was  another  view  of  this 
anbject  which  had  been  adverted  to,  and  which  it 
became  him  tc  notice.  It  bad  been  said  bj  the 
advocates  of  the  bill,  that,  if  the  countt?  pro- 
duced the  raw  material,  it  would  accord  with 
the  prinoiplee  of  protection  of  domeetic  indnstiy, 
to  make  the  refined  Rngar,  both  for  home  con- 
ramption  and  for  export,  from  that  material 
Vr.  J.  aaid  it  was  tme,  that,  at  this  moment,  we 
did  not  make  sugar  eqnal  to  the  ooDsaniption, 
and  therefbre  it  waa  not  now  neceesaiy  to  gnard 
the  dcnneatlo  article.  Bnt  the  period  was  en- 
proaching  when  we  shonld  be  A1II7  supplied: 
•nd  wheo  it  waa  fonnd  that  the  coontiT  could 
ftuidsh  the  raw  materialj  he  presumed  the  gen- 
tlemen, on  their  own  principles,  woold  protect 
the  domestic  article,  bj  withholding  the  draw- 
back on  foreign  sngar  refined.  He  believed 
that  in  five  years  the  production  would  equal 
the  consumption ;  and,  if  tbe  export  of  refined 
sugar  ehonid  then  be  an  otject  of  any  value, 
it  would  be  proper  to  ^ve  the  preference  to 
onr  own  niat«riu.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
limit  the  act  to  five  vearg. 

Hr.  J.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing a  proviso  that  it  diotdd  expire  at  the  end 
of  five  veara. 

Ur.  Bbhtoit  sold  the  amendment  was  per- 
fectly parliamentaiy — were  tlie  efi'ects  of  any 
proposed  measure  dubiona,  it  waa  ubusI  to  fix 
a  doTOtion  to  its  existence,  that  the  Legislatare 


his  objections.  As  to  the  fitness  of  Lon- 
i^ana  BOgar,  be  consdered  it  as  likely  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  the  refiner,  as  the  sngar  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  where  tbe  atmosphere  was 
as  humid  aa  in  Louisiana.  Perhaps  the  true 
reason  was,  that  at  present  the  sn^  made  in 
that  State  was  all  consumed  in  so  short  A  period 
that  it  had  not  time  to  dry ;  but  this  wui  not 
always  be  the  case.  If  a  bounty  was  to  be 
given  on  sngar,  give  it  to  tbe  domestic  and  not 
the  foreign ;  not  that  he  thought  more  protec- 
tion was  needed,  but  he  would  prefer  that 
course.  While  cut  off  from  the  competition  of 
foreignera,  by  a  duty  of  twelve  cents  on  the 
pound,  the  sugar  refiner  ezorbitantij  demands 
a  drawback  of  five  cents  the  pound  additional. 
This  was  a  hold  attempt  at  monopoly,  and 
would  soon  operate  oa  a  direct  bounty.  He 
trusted  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  and 
then  that  the  bill  would  be  r^ected. 

Mr.  JoHNBTOK  modified  his  amendment  to 
read,  "  Prmided,  That  this  act  shall  continne 
and  be  in  force  for  five  years." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ud.,  opposed  the  amendment 
and  stated  that  not  one  pound  of  snear  would 
be  used  if  it  waa  adopted.    They  had  better 


prohibit  the  importation  of  fordgn  sugar  at 

once  Olayed  and  dry  white  sngar,  he  reit<m- 
ted,  were  the  pro^r  materials  for  the  refiner, 
and  gentlemen  might  rely  upon  it  he  vonld 
never  use  tbe  domestic  article — it  waa  unsuit- 
able. Hr.  8.  replied  te  Ur.  Bzntok  as  to  the 
12  centa  duty  on  imported  aagsr,  and  acsin 
r^ied  him  on  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  law 
respecting  lead,  Ac. 

The  ajuendment  of  Ur.  Johxbton  was  re- 
jected, ayes  16,  noes  22. 

Ur.  DioKXBsoK  said,  that.  Tor  one,  he  bad  not 
canvaased  the  sul^ecL  and  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  on  the  bill.  He  did,  some  years  since, 
look  into  it,  and  he  staled,  to  the  beat  of  Ma 
recollection,  the  quantity  of  brown  sngar  nsed 
in  the  mannfacture.  He  was  then  of  opinion 
that  five  cents  was  a  fraction  beyond  the  dn^ 
on  the  raw  material  That  was  the  case  fbr- 
merly,  bnt  he  knew  matters  had  changed  since 
— the  duty  on  sugar  was  somewhat  higher. 
After  the  sngar  was  refined,  however,  there 
was  a  residue  left,  called  treacle,  or  sugar-lioaBa 
molasses,  which  was  of  the  very  best  Kind,  and 
paid  7u>  duty.  It  therefore  required  a  nice  cal- 
culation to  know  how  much  the  refiner  did  pay 
for  his  raw  material.  £1ve  cents,  nnder  hja 
present  impre^iona.  was  Iao  much  to  retnm  to 
him  as  drawback — ^it  served  as  a  bounty  to  nse 
foreign  materisls.  As  we  had  gone  into  the 
system,  he  was  willing  ta  give  back  all  that  the 
refiner  pfud ;  but  as  at  present  informed,  he 
shonld  ieel  it  his  duty  to  vote  agunst  the  bill, 
unleaa  farther  time  waa  granted  to  obtain  tbe 
necessary  information. 

[Here  the  debate  dosed  for  this  day.] 

WmNxeoAT,  December  SI. 

Draiebaek  on  B^/iaed  Sugar. 

The  bill  extending  the  drawback  on  angar 

refined  within  the  United  States  came  np — ^tbe 

question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 


reading, 
Ur.  Dies 


Ur.  DioxEBBos  rose  in  opposition  to  the  biU. 
He  aaid  he  had  had  littie  time  to  examine  its 

Erovisions — but  he  had  had  enough  to  convince 
imself  that  five  cents  was  too  great  an  amonnt 
'of  drawback  to  be  allowed.  Mr,  D,  then  pro- 
ceeded to  canvass  the  report  of  a  committee, 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
entered  into  a  minute  calculation  respecting  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material  nsed  in  refining  of 
sugar,  and  the  amonnt  of  drawback  proposed  to 
be  allowed,  and  what  he  thought  ought  to  be 
allowed,  as  sufficient.  He  wsa  of  opinion  that 
Oongresa  had  legislated  npon  the  subject  with' 
out  the  proper  data  to  go  upon,  being  governed 
by  estimates  of  the  refiners,  made  twenty  years 
ago.  An  allowance  of  fire  cents  drawback  on 
the  poond  of  refined  sugar  would  leave  a  lai^ 
balance  in  &vor  of  the  refiner,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment would  bo  the  loser  to  that  antonnt — 
an  amount  averaging  from  16  to  47  per  cent. 
The  improvements  made  in  the  mannfactora 
were  certainly  worthy  of  notice ;  because  a 
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greater  amomit  of  refined  sogar  oonld  be  made 
now,  from  the  Bame  quantity  of  raw  mAterUL 
tW  fomierl7-~perbspa  one  pound  of  refiaed 
■agar  from  one  and  a  half  ponads  of  the  raw 
niteriai;  sndlie  thought  a  strict  inquiry  ought 
to  be  iostitnted  into  the  BuUect,  that  it  might 
ta  known  what  qoantit?  of  the  raw  material 
TU  aetoallr  used  in  the  mann&ctore.  The 
oSeen  of  the  oUBtomB  were  certainly  entitled 
lo  k  oompensation  for  their  trouble  in  attending 
to  the  duties  required  of  them  hj  the  draw- 
l«k  sfrtem,  whioh  duties  were  Tsrions  and 
cmnpUcated;  and  in  hia  opinion  four  oenta 
dnwback  was  amplj  mfficient  for  the  refiner, 
Imtiivr  a  lom  in  the  hands  of  the  GoTerament 
to  d^ray  the  expenses  to  which  he  had  re- 
ftned.  Be  was  among  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  &Tor  domeeUo  maaofsctnres ;  bnt 
when  thej  were  enoooraged  to  a  proper  extent, 
ke  was  not  williog  to  go  farther.  He  never 
(odd  consent  to  the  payment  of  a  bounty  to 
Nubla  them  to  send  the  proceeds  of  their 
iaiDsbj  abroad.  Aa  the  allowanoa  of  a  draw- 
btek  CHI  Bagar  refined  was  a  system  l<mg  estab- 
liiii«d,  he  was  wiUing  to  make  a  fair  allow- 
IMS  to  the  refiner:  bat,  if  the  syatem  were 
■ow  to  be  originated,  he  donbted  if  Oongress 
vonld  establish  the  policy :  for  himself  he  was 
free  lo  say,  he  ehonld  be  diametrically  opposed 
Id  it.  There  was  certainly  danger  of  fraud  in 
tiie  lyMeio,  aad  he  instanced  the  article  of  snnff 
to  ahoir  that  the  Qovornment  had  heretofore 
been  imposed  opon.  He  believed  he  might  say 
tbe  Mme  of  spirits,  thoogh  not  to  bo  great  an 
dtent  He  believed  there  was  less  danger  of 
band  on  the  azportation  of  refined  sugar  than 
aj  other  article  on  which  a  drawback  was 
tDowed — bnt  yet  there  was  &aad.  He  be- 
bved,  too,  that,  bo  long  as  the  system  was  con- 
timiGd,  the  consnmption  of  the  domestic  mate- 
liil  In  the  mann&otnre  would  never  take  place ; 
it  wu^  in  his  opinion,  qnite  as  good  as  the 
fccogn :  for  he  kaiew  of  no  law  of  natnre  that 
tfwtted  agunst  IL  Domestic  hemp  would 
unr  be  naad  in  the  mannfaetnre  of  cordage, 
if  Ibsre  was  it  drawbaok  on  the  foreign  article 
wban  en)ort«d;  he  nught  say  the  same  of 
Atils.  If  there  was  no  Bogar  produced  in  the 
mmtry,  then  it  wonld  be  proper  to  enoonrage 
the  importation  of  the  foreifjin  article,  and  give 
idrawbed  on  its  exportaUon,  to  the  amonnt 
of  ^M  dnty  on  importation.  * 

ill.  SitOB,  of  Maryland,  gave  great  credit  to 
tbs  gentlenuKi  from  Hew  Jersey  for  the  atten- 
tKu  he  had  paid  to  the  eabject ;  he  had  cer- 
tiinly  been  at  great  pains  to  ioform  himself, 
t^ongh  the  ease  was  a  verr  plain  one.  He  had 
bi^  more  ftom  the  inteUigenoe  of  his  Mend. 
bowever,  than  the  assertion  that  a  ponnd  of 
Rflned  nigar  conld  be  made  from  a  ponnd  and 
>  bilf  of  the  raw  roateriaL  What  was  the 
olgect  of  refining  t  Why,  to  take  away  all  the 
fnqmritiea  from  the  article  to  be  refined ;  and 
it  wat  beVond  his  comprehension  how  the 
thin^  ooDld  be  done,  noteaa  a  good  portion  of 
the  mparitiea  were  niffered  to  remain.    The 


fact  was,  however,  that  the  allowance  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  ponnd  of  refined  sngar  was 
not  enough — it  oonld  not  be  made  of  so  small 
a  quantity.  With  regard  to  the  expenses  of 
the  drawback  system,  the  officer  was  entitied 
to  such  fees  for  his  trouble  as  sufficiently 
compensated  him,  without  taking  from  the 
Oovemment.  He  well  reoolleoted  the  fraud 
on  snnff;  bnt  when  it  was  discovered,  the 
drawback  was  withheld.  There  might  be 
some  fraud  eo  far  as  related  to  spirits ;  bnt  the 
laws  were  very  striot ;  and  he  who  committed 
frand,  must  commit  peijnry  also.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kew  Jersey  admitted  there  was  lesa 
frand,  and  less  chanoe  of  fraud,  on  the  article 
of  refined  sngar;  and  In  this  admission,  ho 
overthrew  the  whole  of  his  a^nment,  Mr. 
B.  then  rebutted  the  arguments  advanced  by 
Ur.  BiosKBaoN  relative  to  hemp,  cordage,  iron, 
Ac,  and  observed  that  the  tax  on  hemp  wae 
most  abominable ;  that  it  tended  greatiy  to  the 
injury  of  navigation,  destroying  a  very  oon- 
fflderable  trade  formerly  earned  on  with  Cnba, 
&o.,  and  then  proceeded,  with  great  vehemence, 
to  defend  the  bill.  He  stated  what  had  for- 
merly been  the  practice  of  Oongress ;  that  it  was 
to  encourage  navigation  and  oommeroe,  and  to 
prepare  a  hardy  race  of  men  to  fight  the  battles 
of  the  count^.  The  present  policy  of  the 
country  tended  to  enfeeble  it ;  and  the  great 
object  of  the  statesmen  of  tiie  present  day, 
seemed  to  be  to  compete  with  England  in  the 
manufaotnre  of  shovels,  nails,  &o.  The  gen- 
tJenian  had  been  a  day  and  a  night  making  his 
calculations ;  he  showed  that  the  refiner  had  a 
profit  of  10}  eents  on  the  Muscovado  sngar, 
and  47  on  the  clayed ;  and  this  was  the  amonnt 
of  hia  calonlations.  St  wonld  not  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  make  them  for  the  whole  of  the 

C't.  He  considered  it  trifling  with  the 
to.  And  how  had  the  gentleman  been 
able  to  arrive  at  his  oonoluidonst  Why,  by 
denying  the  statements  of  the  refiners,  thon^ 
he  knew  no  more  of  the  subject  than  he  (Mr. 
Smitb)  did.  Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  answer 
some  of  the  statements  made  yesterday; 
stated  that  he  had  also  examfaied  the  statistios 
of  the  oonntry ;  and  said  he  was  fnlly  of 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  paseed,  where  Bi,000 
pounds  of  sngar  were  now  exported,  100,000 
pounds  wonld  be,  in  the  same  space  of  time. 
With  regard  to  the  oonstitnents  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  Missonri,  their  share  of  the  addi- 
tional  expense,  should  the  bill  pass,  wonld  be 
about  fonr  dollars,  to  be  divided  among  the 
whole  State ;  for  the  whole  average  amonnt  of 
the  en>ortation  would  only  be  1,007  dollars, 
Aa  to  domestic  sugar,  70,000  poonds  only  were 
produced  per  annum,  whereas  7fl,000j  000  pounds 
were  imported,  valued  at  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. He  was  tired  of  the  subject ;  he  had 
been  drawn  into  the  discussion  of  it  against  his 
will ;  and  thonght  the  matter  was  too  dear  to 
admit  of  any  farther  argnmenL 

Mr.  Bbktoit  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sioth,  adnd 
how  many  sngar  mann&ctnren  thecv  were  ia 
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the  oomitr;^!  (Ha  was  anevered,  aboat  one 
hundred.)  If  fonr  dollars,  then,  was  th«  amount 
to  be  pud  by  Mueonri,  and  that  of  the  Union 
only  1,007  dollarB,  and  if  the  nomber  of  mana- 
fbctorers  was  only  one  hundred,  to  receive  ten 
dollaie  addMonaJ  bounty  each  by  the  bill,  he 
thought  Oongreaa  had  been  employed  on  a  very 
Inaignlfloant  anUeot.  Was  it  possible  that  the 
two  Hooaae  of  OongreaB  bad  been  occnpied  for 
iMKdy  two  weeks,  at  an  expense  of  aeveral 
tJionBand  dollars,  to  give  a  thonaaod  dollars  to  a 
hnndred  peraonst  la  it  true  that  the  Senator 
from  Ua^land  hae  been  serionaly  at  work  in 
this  momuitoaB  bn«neeaf  Truly  themonntun 
had  been  in  labor,  and  brought  forth  a  moose 
— a  drowned  mouse.  Did  the  mann&ctnrera 
of  sugar,  who  had  a  ospltsl  of  thonsanda, 
require  an  act  of  Congress  to  allow  them  this 
paltry  snint  Bnt  the  ntannfaotnrers  of  this 
nigar  had  the  eidosive  snpply  of  the  market 
at  this  moment;  every  man,  woman,  and 
ohild  in  the  country  were  laid  at  their  feet: 
and,  not  content  with  the  ten  dollars,  they 
reqnire  a  bounty  to  go  forth  to  trade  wiUi 
fbroign  nations.  They  tell  ns,  too,  that  theirs , 
is  an  mareaaing  and  profitable  baainesa ;  if  prof- 
itable it  mnst  be  increasing.  And  yet  they 
<4)ply  for  seven  per  cent,  additional  profit,  to 
be  token  from  the  pockets  of  the  people.  What 
was  the  vslne  of  interest  in  the  oomitry  ?  What 
the  profits  of  the  farmer  and  planter  ?  Few  of 
titta  realize  three  per  cent.  He  presnmed  the 
profits  of  the  sogar  refiner  were  now  6  per  cent ; 
give  them  what  they  tek,  and  it  woold  be  IS. 
He  was  astonialied  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
bill  had  gone  through.  But  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Afaryland  to-day  had 
plaoed  it  on  a  different  footing,  and  made  it 
appear  as  an  object  of  l^islation  truly  con- 
temptible. What  becomes  of  the  navigaling 
interest! 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  really  to  give  one 
cent  more  on  refined  sugar  than  formerly. 
Estimate  the  consunption  of  sugar  in  the 
United  States,  and  add  1  per  cent,  and  yon  get 
at  the  effects  of  the  bill  upon  the  consumers  of 
the  oonntry.  The  refiners  will  not  sell  to  the 
consumers  of  this  oonntry  unless  they  can  get 
the  one  per  cent. ;  they  will  sooner  take  it  ont 
of  the  oonntry,  and  receive  their  bonnty  for  so 

Mr.  Csufaixa  said,  that  he  was  unaware  of 
any  injury  or  fraud  that  could  possibly  reenlt  to 
the  country  from  the  passage  of  the  bill,  unless 
the  amount  of  drawback  exceeded  the  importa- 
tion of  the  artide.  He  would,  therefora  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  to  be  added  as  a 
proviso  at  the  end,  as  follows ; 

"  Providtd,  That  this  act  sh^  ceu«  to  be  tn  force 
so  soon  u  the  exports  of  sagar  shall  bs  eqnal  to  the 
Imports  of  tbs  isme  article." 

Vr.  Taowbu.  did  not  rise  to  discnss  the  hill. 


changed  its  form  t  Another  qneation  be  woold 
put,  was,  whether  any  drawback  was  ever 
allowed  on  refined  sogar,  until  there  was  an 
excise  duty  laid  upon  it !  The  general  princopla 
of  the  Government,  from  its  founda&on,  had 
been,  he  believed,  to  allow  a  drawback  on 
artioles  eii>ort«d  in  the  same  fonn  and  clothing 
in  which  Uiey  were  imported,  but,  if  they  had 
undergone  any  change  in  these  respects,  then  no 
drawback  was  allowed. 

[Hr.  fiiuTH  noticed  the  article  of  cloths^ 
which  was  allowed  to  be  e^wrted,  and  Mr. 
BiLBBBC  that  of  handkerchieft.] 

Mr.  Taziwkli..  They  are  not  changed,  hot 
out.  Bo  eari;  as  178B,  a  drawback  of  one  cent 
was  allowed  on  ^Qg^i  which  was  increased 
from  time  to  time.  There  was  then  no  internal 
tax  on  the  article.  In  1794,  an  excise  of  ttmr 
cents  was  laid  on  refined  sngar,  with  the  nnder- 
Htandins,  that,  if  exported,  the  amount  ot  the 
excise  £ould  be  drawn  back.  But  the  draw- 
back was  allowed  solely  on  account  of  tha 
excise— there  was  no  other  reason  assigned  tot 
it.  Bo  tj^e  was  this,  that  both  were  repealed 
tcsether,  in  the  year  1618.  He  roae  mwely  for 
information.  If  correct  in  his  ideas,  the  draw- 
back was  never  allowed  on  the  cost  of  the 
brown  sugar,  but  solely  on  account  of  excise. 
He  entirely  ooncnrred  with  the  gentlemaB 
from  New  Jersey,  that,  if  the  sahjeot  was 
to  be  commenced  anew,  the  drawback  ^atem 
would  bo  abandoned  altogether. 

Hr.  BifrrK  sud,  the  first  exoise  wss  laid  in 
17S4.  The  same  law  authorized  a  drawback 
of  the  excise.  In  1800,  another  excise  was 
laid  by  law,  with  the  same  provision  as  to 
drawback.  This  law  was  repeated  in  1817,  and 
with  it  was  repealed  the  drawback,  thongh  this 
was  not  intended :  for  the  excise  alone  was 
what  Congress  meant  to  repeaL  In  1818, 
finding  that  they  bad  repealed  the  drawback 
with  tne  excise,  another  law  was  passed  on  the 
subject,  by  which  a  drawback  was  allowed  of 
two  ponuds  raw  for  one  of  refined  ei^ar. 

Mr.  WooDHURi  replied  to  Mr.  Tazbwjox, 
and  aasured  him  that  the  drawback  did  not 
ornate  with  the  excise.  In  1787,  the  Le^- 
lature  proceeded  to  allow  a  drawback,  on  sugar 
refine^  (extracts  from  which  law  Mr.  W.  read,) 
and  one  cent  was  allowed  as  an  additional 
drawback  on  aoconnt  of  the  increased  daty  on 
Bogar  exacted  by  that  law.  The  system  h^an 
on  the  theory  that  the  drawback  should  be 
equal  to  the  duty,  and  had  been  followed  up  to 
this  time.    He  did  not  believe  in  the  frtai  on 


of  misapprehension,  and  he  wished  to  set  the 
merchants  of  the  country  right  on  this  sn^eoU 
Mr.  W.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
arguments  of  Mr.  hmros ;  denied  that  the 
r^inera  would  receive  the  1^^  profit  which  be 
bad  named ;  explained  in  what  their  cqiital  did 
really  consist ;  and  denied  that  their  profit  was 
more  than  two  per  cent. 
He  then  alloded  to  the  Bdvantages  of  tba 
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dnivlMck  Bjstem ;  the  Krest  desire  there  wm  for 
tbepuBige  of  the  bill,  toat  oar  merchftuts  might 
tompete  with  foreigners  to  adv&utage  io  the 
Bewi  Amerioaa  ind  Ohinese  markets,  and 
ilkMd  u  m  reason  that  these  vera  the  only 
BuneU  now  left  m,  on  accoont  of  the  liberal 
poliey  porstiedbf  France,  England,  &o.  Though 
tlw  e^ortadon  wae  unall  at  present,  be  had  no 
donbt  (^  its  increase  to  the  amount  stated  bj 
the  Senator  from  Maryland.  He  dcmied  and 
KpeUsd  the  statements  and  argnments  of  the 
Suulor  from  Keir  Jeney,  and  aocnsed  him  of 
bottoming  his  calcnlations  on  the  dntiee  eiaoted 
h  former  tarifis,  and  not  bj  the  tariff  law  of 

Ihi  smendment  snbmitt«d  by  Hr.  OBuntLas 
wu  then  agreed  to ;  and  the  amendment  wsa 
<rdered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  hiU  read  a 
third  time,  by  the  following  TOt« : 


..    ...,._   .  f  Mi,  Thomia,  WiUej, 

Woodbvj— 23. 
Katb. — Menrs.  Banurd,  Benton,  BerHen,  IMoker- 


Tuksdat,  January  6,  1889. 
The  Sinkinff  Fund,  At. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  foUowiDK  resolntloDB,  heretofore  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Bbhtom,  and  made  the  special 
orier  for  to-da; : 

"Btttlted,  That  the  fith  section  of  the  Knking 
FondtctrOf  1S17,  ought  to  t>e  h>  amended  u  to  an- 
tbodu  the  eommianonera  of  that  ftind  to  malts  piir- 
c!utBe  of  (he  public  debt,  &t  Its  current  roarket  price, 
vbcDerer,  in  tfaeir  opinion,  such  purcbaBea  can  be 
Mde  beneficial);  for  the  interest  of  the  Unitad 
Statei,  ind  conatstently  with  eiistiDg  engagements. 

"  1.  nut  the  4th  secUon  of  the  same  act,  irhicb 
■nthoriiM  k  retention  of  two  mDlioDs  of  aorplus 
rcTonie  in  the  Treuory,  oogbt  to  be  repealed ;  and 
Ifcal  tbe  Grat  eeotion  of  the  Smking  Fnnd  act  o£ 
nn,  wtuch  direota  the  whole  of  the  anrplna  money 
>  (be  n«Mnr]F  to  be  applied  to  the  pajment  of  the 
~'~'ic  dabt,  ooglit  to  be  revived  and  con^ned  in 


jcUicdi 


t.  That  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea  ongbt 
tie  reqaired  to  make  a  compenaation  to  the  people 
d  Om  United  States,  fbr  the  use  of  the  baluDces  of 
paWic  money       '     ' 

"tXhat  a 

tkattbe  prese 

dm  upon  the  people  of  the  United  Btatea 
•aioont  of  more  tban  fifteen  miHiooi  of  dollars  per 
aaans ;  from  which  the;  on(^t  to  be  reliered  at 
*HB  aa  posaible,  and  m>r  be  rehsTed  in  four  years, 
^  a  "  timely  "  and  "jadidoiu  "  application  of  the 
Maaa  within  the  power  of  Congreaa. 

"S.  That  an  abolition  of  duUea,  to  tbe  amount  ol 
Ike  len  milUoae  of  dollars  now  anunall;  levied  on 
taeomt  of  the  public  debt,  ought  to  be  made  ai 
la  that  debt  ii  paid,  and  maj  be  made,  accord- 
.1 i_i!__.!.^ij£  ^  revenue,  with- 


diminishing  tbe  protection  due  to  aoy  branch 

of  domestic  manu&cturea,  and  with  manifest  ad- 

ntage  to  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  tbe 

"  6.  That  the  Committee  on  nuance  be  directed 
..  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  carry  into  eCfect 
the  objects  of  the  f^  and  aecond  of  tiiese  resoto- 

Mr.  Bbntok  expliuaed  Ih^  nature  and 
object,  and  advocated  thdr  adoption,  in  a 
speech  of  about  two  hours,  in  which  he  enter- 
ed very  fiilly  into  the  conaideratioo  of  each 
resolution,  separately,  and  enforced  the  neces- 
sity and  advantage  of  agreeing  to  them  alL 

The  first  resolution,  he  aaid,  related  to  the 
eth  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  IS17, 
and  proposed  an  amendment  to  it  This  pro- 
posal implied  a  defect  in  the  section  as  it  now 
stood,  and  such  was  the  fact.  The  section,  in 
its  present  form,  confers  a  liuuted  anthority 
upon  the  commladoners  of  that  fund  to  make 
parchases  of  the  public  debt  at  certain  fixed 
rates,  the  three  per  centa  at  65  per  cent  and 
other  stocks  at  par ;  the  amendment  would  give 
a  disoretjonary  antfaority  to  the  oommisdoners 
to  make  porchasea  of  the  same  debt  at  its 
current  market  price,  whenever,  in  their  opinion, 
such  purchases  could  be  made  beneficiuly  for 
the  pnblic  interest,  and  without  pr^ndioe  to 
ejdstmg  engagements.  The  evil,  or  mischief^  of 
the  section,  as  it  now  stood,  ws£^  that  the 
three  per  cent,  stock  (abont  13^-  millions)  could 
never  be  paid  off  {  and  that  about  eight  railiions 
of  other  stocks,  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
money  would  be  lying  in  the  Treasury  in 
ISSl-'Sa,  could  not  be  p^d  off  until  1834-'S6. 
Mr.  B.  verified  these  statements  by  references 
to  laws  and  facts,  and  took  it  upon  liimself  bi 
affirm,  that  there  was  no  way  to  prevent  an 
accumulation  of  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  Treasury,  in  the  years  1882-'S8,  to  lie 
there  idle,  or  what  was  still  worse,  to  he 
diverted  to  some    subordinate   ol^ject,  while 

n'llio  debt  to  that  amount  was  unpaid  and 
wing  interest,  but  to  make  the  amendment 
which  he  proposed.  The  advantage  of  paying 
onr  debt,  when  we  had  the  money  on  hand, 
was  too  obvions  to  be  insisted  upon.  Another 
advantage  wonld  be  in  redndng  the  price  of 
the  three  per  cent,  stock  to  something  nearer 
the  true  valne  of  money  thaa  what  it  now 
bore. 

The  act  of  181T  fixed  the  value  of  this  stock 
at  66  per  cent.,  which  seenis  high  enough  fbr 
stock  worth  bat  8  per  cent. ;  but  it  now  ranges 
at  from  80  to  85,  with  no  prospect  of  falling, 
while  It  preserves  the  character  of  perpetui^ 
whidi  it  now  has.  This  character  is  abhorrent 
to  American  notions  of  public  debt,  but  it  is  a 
favorite  with  money  lenders  and  stock  dealers, 
and  while  it  continues,  the  price  of  the  stock 
will  continue  out  of  all  &ir  proportioa  to  the 
interest  and  common  uses  of  money.  Destroy 
this  character  of  perpetuity,  t>y  adopting  the 
amendment,  and  this  stock  wUl  immedutaly 
fall,  if  not  to  66,  at  least  to  something  OOO- 
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siderablj  below  6G ;    fmd  a  portJon  of  the 

finblic  debt,  which  is  now  counted  at  181^  mil- 
ions,  bnt  which  can  be  pnrohased  in  market  for 
aboat  11  millions,  will  fall  to  aboat  9  millions, 
Bod  save  to  the  pablic  the  difference  beCvreen 
that  snm  and  elevoo  millions.  Mr,  B.  oonld  see 
no  possible  objection  to  an  amendment  Irangbt 
wiui  ench  manifest  advants^,  except  in  the 
apprehension  that  the  Oommissionera  of  the 
Sinking  Fnnd  oonld  not  be  safelj  trasted  with 
the  discretionMy  power  which  it  gives  them. 
This  he  oonfiidered  ae  amonnting  to  no  oly'ec- 
tion  at  alL  The  discretion  was  bot  littlej  and 
it  was  to  be  Tested  in  a  board  of  emment 
men. 

It  was  a  discretion  to  pnrchase,  or  not  to 
purchase,  abont  twentj'  minions  of  debt,  at  the 
cnrrent  market  prioe.  It  waa  a  discretion  to 
appl;  some  public  money  to  the  payment  of 
the  pnblio  debt,  rather  than  to  let  the  money 
lie  idle,  or  be  wasted,  and  ^e  debt  mn  on, 
carrying  interest.  This,  he  thought,  vested  bnt 
httle  discretion,  and  snch  as  might  be  tmsted, 
withont  danger,  to  onr  Commissioners.  Who 
were  these  OommissionersI  Hen  of  the  first 
distinction  and  obliged  to  be  of  the  first  dis- 


tbese  offices  among  the  highest  in  the  conntry 
— ^the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry,  and  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral. A  discretion  to  purchase  the  pnblic  debt  at 
its  market  price  has  always  belonged  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Bntish  Sinking  Fnnd, 
and  has  never  been  abused  by  them.  They 
have  exercised  it  for  a  hnndred  years,  and 
over  a  debt,  growing  up  in  that  time,  fh>m  abont 
tbe  present  size  of  onr  own,  to  above  fonr 
thousand  milliona  of  dollars ;  and  if  this  power 
conld  be  exercised  by  them  so  long,  and  over 
an  amount  of  debt  so  vast,  and  still  without 
abuse,  can  it  be  seriously  apprehended  that 
titere  is  danger  in  tmsting  the  like  power  to 
onr  Oommisaioners  for  the  four  brief  years 
which  the  debt  has  to  last  and  over  tlie  little 
remnant  of  it  to  which  tneir  power  wonld  be 
apphcable  t 

Mr.  B.  then  took  np  his  second  resolntion, 
which  proposes  to  repeal  the  foorth  section  of 
the  Sinking  Fond  Act  of  1818,  and  to  revive 
the  first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd  Act  of 
1790.  He  stated  the  defect  of  the  act  of  1817 
to  be  in  the  authority,  as  it  had  been  oonstmed 
at  the  Treasury,  to  retun  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars over  and  above  the  nnapplied  balances  of 
qtpropriations  on  hand ;  and  the  virtue  of  the 
act  of  1790,  in  directing  all  the  anrplns  money 
on  hand,  over  and  above  the  appropriations,  to 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
The  advantage  of  the  section  to  be  revived 
over  the  one  to  be  repealed,  was  dear  and  in- 
dispntable.  The  argument  was  contained  in 
the  stating  of  the  proposition,  and  die  resola- 
tion  would  have  seemed  to  be  free  from  Uie 
possibility  of  obJeotioD,  if  it  had  not  been  ob- 


Sted  to  when  he  offered  it  at  the  last  seadcHL 
e  objection  then  made  was  founded  upon  the 
supposed  necessity  of  keeping  a  reserve  of  two 
milfions  on  hand  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  rev- 
enne  which  nught  arise  from  disasters  to  Qx 
from  which  it  was  derived.    This 


ed ;  but  it  is  nnfounded  and  nnsolid,  ai 
Ishes  upon  eiamlnatian.  In  the  first  plux^ 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this  reserve  ca  twu 
millions,  because  there  is  always  an  un^plied 
balance  of  several  millionB  in  the  Treasury. 
These  balances  are  seldom  less  than  three,  ofloi 
as  high  as  six  millions.  They  were  stated.  In 
the  last  Tresmry  Report,  at  (S,120,000,  cm  th« 
first  day  of  the  present  year.  These  balanixs 
result  from  the  nature  of  daily  receipts  sad 
daily  expenditures,  the  receipts  always  preced- 
ing the  expenditures,  by  some  months.  They 
keep  several  milLions  perpetually  on  hand; 
then  why  authorize  a  retention  of  two  milli(Ki9 
more )  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  says  it 
has  not  been  retained,  I  answer,  this  provM 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  authority  to 
retm  it.  He  says,  the  authority  is  discretiDQ- 
ary.  I  answer,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
discretion ;  that  it  is  an  authority  which  ctn- 
Dot  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and 
may  be  used  to  their  prejudice.  An  authori^ 
to  retain  two  millions  of  surplus  money  in  tba 
Treasury,  is  an  authority  to  make  a  gratoitoos 
loan  of  it  to  the  bank  which  has  the  keeping  of 
it,  and  where  it  may  be  used  in  creating  an  in- 
terest in  elections,  or  at  the  renewal  of  a  char- 
ter adverse  to  the  internets  of  the  people.  As 
a  precaution  against  deficienciea  of  revenue 
occasioned  by  disast«rs  to  commerce,  the  objec- 
tion is  authoritatively  condemned  by  the  vcice 
of  experience,  and  the  history  of  onr  own 
country  for  seven  and  twenty  years.  These 
twenty-seven  years  cover  a  period  of  uneum- 

Sled  disasters  to  commerce — from  1790  to  1817; 
uring  which  the  act  of  1790  was  in  force,  and 
that  of  1817,  with  its  precautionary  reeerve^ 
was  unheard  of;  and  during  which  there  was 
no  complunt  for  want  of  theae  two  millicaia 
These  twenty-seven  years  oovered  the  period 
of  the  mad  attacks  of  the  French  revolotiM- 
ary  Qovemments  on  commerce ;  the  period  of 
the  British  Ordera  in  Council ;  of  the  ruinous 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan ;  tie  yeriod  of  onr 
own  embargo,  and  of  our  war  with  Englani. 
Such  a  period  of  commercial  disaster  can  neTsr 
be  expected  agun;  yet  we  went  through  it 
without  this  precautionary  reserve,  and  we  cm 
certwnly  make  out  in  fritnre  withont  it.  The 
fact  is,  the  construction  at  the  Tressuiy  ii 
erroneous ;  instead  of  anthorizinR  a  retentioo 
of  two  millions  oeer  and  above  the  nnapplied 
balances,  it  was  intended  to  limit  the  jatsavj 
kept  to  meet  Uiese  balances  to  two  millicois  of 
dollars. 

The  third  resolntion  was  next  taken  op  by 
Mr.  B.  and  read  by  him.  It  imported  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  to  make  c<hd' 
pensation  to  the  peo^da  of  the  United  6tBte^ 


for  the  nse  of  the  balances  of  pnblio  monejr  on 
its  bauds.  Before  enterisg  upon  the  oonsider- 
tHoD  of  the  muD  question  presented  in  this 
iwolntionj  Mr.  B.  said  there  were  two  prelimi- 
W7  inqoiries  neoessarj'  to  be  answered^  name- 
Ij,  fint,  whether,  In  point  of  fact,  there  were 
mrsnch  balanoes  in  the  Bank,  and  teeoTiily., 
vbeUter,  In  point  of  law,  the  people  of  the 
rnited  States  have  a  right  to  require  compen- 
sation from  the  Bank  for  the  nse  of  them ! 
Vr.  B.  held  the  affinnative  of  both  these  inqni- 
ries,  and  would  prora  hia  answer  to  the  nrst 
of  them,  by  referring  to  the  Treaanrr  report  of 
the  last  session,  made  on  bis  own  call,  showing 
in  STerage  annual  amoont  of  pnblio  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank,  from  1817  to  the  date 
tX  the  report,  of  $8,564,758  GO ;  and  be  vonld 
prove  his  answer  to  the  second  of  them  by 
nading,  as  he  did  read,  the  16th  section  of  the 
Bank  charter,  the  £rst  clanse  of  which  directed 
the  Searetary  of  the  Treasnry  to  moke  deposits 
of  the  pnblio  money  in  this  Bonk ;  and  the 
Kcond  anthorized  bim  to  rvmoetf  iMem  at  csny 
tuu  that  he  thought  proper.  This  was  deci- 
An.  The  right  to  remove  the  depoaita  at 
pkasnre,  inclnaed  the  right  to  make  terme  for 
tatting  them  remm ;  and  this  was  preciaelj 
what  the  resolution  proposed  to  do. 

Mr,  B.  then  apoke  at  considerable  length  in 
bvw  of  the  faimees,  the  eqnity,  and  the  rea- 
■Niableness  of  hia  proposition ;  and  rested  the 
pablic  claim  for  the  compensation  he  required^ 
mt  the  following  prominent  facts  and  powerful 
wmiderationB : 

1.  That  these  balanoes  in  Bank  were  great, 
being  an  annnal  average  amonnt  of  above  three 
tad  a  half  millions  of  dollara. 

a.  That  they  were  ptrmanent,  having  re- 
nuaed  in  Bank  twelve  years,  and  likely  to  re- 
mun  there  the  eight  years  longer  which  the 
charter  had  to  ran. 

).  That  they  were  virtually  B(mi  capital, 
nd  available,  as  snch,  for  loans  or  issnes  of 

BOtta. 

4.  That  they  required  no  idle  raene  of  gold 
and  diver  to  be  kept  in  Bank  to  .meet  them, 
bdiu  themselTM  payable  in  the  notes  of  the 
Bank,  thongh  deposited  in  gold  and  silver. 

IS.  That  the  profit  to  the  Bank  from  their 
BK  most  have  been  great,  and  may  have  been 
squal  to  the  highest  rate  of  Bank  intereat  npon 
tbe  greateet  amotint  of  notes  issoable  aprni  a 
opiul  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

5,  That  the  lott  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Btatea,  while  paying  intereat  on  the  pnblio 
feht,  ud  receiving  no  interest  for  the  nse  of 
Ifaew  balances  in  Bank,  has  been  six  per  cent. 
per  annum,  for  twelve  years,  on  |S,GG4,7S6  GO, 
nd  may  be  at  the  same  rate  for  eight  years 
aiore,  if  this  resolution  is  not  adopted. 

Upon  these  great  facts  and  consideration^ 
Hr.  B.  rested  his  argnment  of  reason,  jus- 
tioa,  and  eqnity.  Bat  he  had  another  argn- 
nient  of  authority,  example,  and  precedent; 
and  aa  this  kind  of  argument  always  had  the 
froteat  weight  agidnst  the  rights  aud  liberties 
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of  the  people,  he  would  now  try  the  virtue  of 
one  in  tbvor  of  the  people.  Ho  alluded  to 
what  had  been  done  m  England,  where  the 
Bank,  after  bafSing  Vr.  Bnrke  for  twenty 
years,  woe  at  last  broagbt  to  terms  by  Ur.  Pitt, 
and  compelled  to  make  compensation  for  the 
use  of  the  Government  deposits. 

For  the  sake  of  acouracy  in  his  statements, 
Mr.  B.  now  hud  recourse  to  his  books,  and  took 
up  some  volumes  of  British  Parliamentary  de- 
bates, and  read  extracts  from  a  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  the  subject  of  Government  balances  in  the 
Bank  of  England ;  also  extracts  from  the  cor- 
teepondence  of  the  Ohancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheqner  and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  in  re- 
lation to  these  balances;  also  extracts  from  a 
debate  in  the  House  of  Oommons,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  arrangement  to  which  that 
correspondence  led.  From  theae  extracts  it 
appeared  that  the  committee  of  the  House  as- 
certained that  the  average  annual  amount  of 
Government  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
was  about  ten  millions  sterling ;  that  the  Bank 
derived  great  profit  from  them ;  and  the  com- 
mittee hold  it  to  be  right  and  reasonable  that 
some  part  of  these  profits  ousbt  to  so  to  the 
public,  to  whom  the  capital  belong^  which 
produced  them.  The  House  of  Commons  was 
of  the  same  opinion;  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  also ;  and  of  the  terms  offered  by 
the  Bank,  either  to  pay  abont  seven  handred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  annnally  for  the  nae 
of  these  balances,  or  to  make  a  loan  of  abont 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  without  interest,  the 
latter  was  accepted  by  the  Chancellor,  and 
finallr  ratified  by  Parliament,  after  a  debate,  in 
which  the  sole  point  was  the  inadequacy  of  the 
compensation.  Mr.  B.  admitted  tliat  there  was 
discouragement,  as  well  as  encouragement,  for 
bim  in  this  example.  He  was  discouraged  by 
seeing  tliat  Mr.  Burke  was  baSod  for  twenty 
years,  and  died  before  the  Bank  was  brought 
to  terms;  but  he  was  encouraged  by  seeing 
that  she  was  brooght  to  terms  e!t,  last,  thongh 
it  took  a  Ohanodlor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Prime  Minister  of  England — a  Pitt,  and  the  son 
of  a  Pitt — to  bring  her  to. 

Mr,  B.  took  np  his  fourth  resolution,  and 
read  it :  "  That  a  public  debt  is  a  pnblio  bur- 
then; that  the  present  debt  of  the  United 
States  is  a  burthen  upon  the  people  of  the 
United  Btatea,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fif- 
teen nuUions  of  dollars  per  annum ;  that  the 
people  ought  to  be  relieved  from  this  burthen 
as  soon  as  posdble,  and  might  be  relieved  from 
it  in  four  years,  by  a  timt^/  and  judieiout  ap- 
plication of  the  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress." 

He  would  not  waste  time  npon  the  general 
proposition  with  which  the  resolntion  set  oot, 
although  he  knew  there  were  many  who  dis- 
puted that  proposition ;  he  would  go  to  the 
clause  which  asserted  the  annual  amount  of 
burthen  which  this  debt  imposed  upon  the 
people  to  exceed  fifteen  mOUcma  of  diduis,  snd 
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prove  it  by  a  Btatement  aa  brief  as  it  would 
plain  and  intelli^ble.  The  ansoal  unooot 
paid  on  the  debt  for  the  last  four  jears  aTer- 
aged  aboat  twelve  miUiona  of  dollars,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  paTraents  for  the  next  four 
would  ratlier  exceed  than  &11  short  of  the  aame 
average.  This  would  be  admitted  to  be  a  bar- 
then  to  the  aiuouut  of  twelve  millioua  per  an- 
nnm,  bj  all  who  admitted  that  taxes  were  bur- 
thens. In  the  next  place,  these  twelve  millions 
were  levied  npon  uie  coDsamptitu)  of  foreign 

goods,  Ihe  averaged  duty  on  which  was 

fifty  per  cent.,  upon  which  fifty  the  retul 
chant  had  his  profit,  as  well  as  upon  the  coat  of 
the  article.  It  waa  all  cost  to  him.  This  profit 
might  average  33}  per  cent.,  especiallv  where 
the  article  went  through  the  hands  of  several 
sellers.  This  advance  on  twelve  millions  wo^d 
b«  foor  millions,  which,  together,  made  sixteen 
millions,  and  sustains  the  words  of  the  resoln- 
tion.  But  this  is  not  all.  A  farther  expense 
attends  the  collection  of  these  duties,  to  the 
amount  of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
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the  resolution,  the  annual  burthen  which  the 
people  bear  on  account  of  the  pablio  debt. 

Tnat  this  debt  can  be  p^d  (^  in  four  years 
by  a  "  timely  "  and  '^judieioiu  "  application  of 
the  means  in  the  power  of  Congress,  was  a 
proposition  snsceptible  of  the  clearest  demon- 
stration. Its  nominal  amount  was  fifty-eight 
millions,  its  real  amount  about  forty-nine  mil- 
lions, alter  deducting  seven  millions  for  stock 
in  the  United  States  Sank,  and  two  millions 
more  for  tho  difierence  between  the  nominal 
amount,  and  tho  market  price  of  the  3  per 
cent  stock.  The  adoption  of  the  first  resoln- 
tion  offered  by  Hr.  B.  wonld  probably  sink  the 
market  price  of  this  stock  one  or  two  millions 
lower  by  destroying  its  character  of  perpetu- 
ity, and  then  tlie  actual  debt  would  be  but 
forty-seven  millions.  But,  even  at  forty-tliree 
nullions,  it  can  be  paid  off  in  four  years,  by 
Sfiplying  the  twelve  millions  which  will  go 
to  the  principal  and  interest,  to  the  principal 


alone,  and 


the  interest  from  accelerated 


sales  of  the  public  lands.  This  was  what  was 
intended  by  a  "  timely"  and  "judieioiu  "  ap- 
plication of  the  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress ;  words  whioh  were  borrowed  from  the 
first  Uessage  of  President  Washington  to  Con- 
gress, and  enforced  by  the  first  and  ablest  of 
all  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasnry,  but  which 
had  never  yet  been  acted  upon  by  Congress. 
At  (his  part  of  his  argument,  Ut.  B.  took  the 
following  bold  positions : 

1.  That  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of 
laud  sold,  near  forty  years  ago,  at  an  average 
of  twenty  cents  per  acre,  as  recommended  by 
General  Hamilton,  wonld  have  been  worth  six- 
ty milliona  of  dollars  to  the  people,  by  extin- 
guishing twenty  millions  of  debt,  and  stopping 
the  payment  of  forty  millions  in  mtereat. 


2,  That  all  the  land  sold  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  not  been  worth  one  cent  to  the 
people,  the  amount  received  from  sales  being 
swallowed  np  in  expensea,  or  lost  in  interest 
upon  the  capital  of  land  unsold,  while  psj'iug 
interest  upon  the  capital  of  the  debt  unpaid. 

S.  That  the  sale  of  the  eighty  millions  (^ 
land  to  which  his  graduation  bill  was  appliu- 
ble,  wonld  raise,  at  an  average  of  twenty-Eve 
cents  per  acre,  twenty  millions  of  dollais  in 
four  years,  the  one-half  of  which  would  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  the  other 
half  would  give  to  aU  the  neglected  States  their 
proportionate  shares  of  the  amount  expended 
m  tie  favored  Statw  on  works  of  inteiial  im- 


tion  of  duties,  and  imported  that  duties  to  the 
amount  of  the  ten  millions  of  doUara  now  tu- 
nualty  levied  on  account  of  the  public  deb^ 
ought  to  be  abolished  as  soon  as  that  debt  was 
paid,  and  might  be  abolished,  according  to  the 
present  indications  of  the  revenue,  wit£ont  di- 
minishing Hie  protection  due  to  any  branch  of 
domestic  industry,  and  with  great  advantage  to 
the  Bgricnltnre  and  commerce  of  the  country. 

iix.  B.  went  on  to  say,  that  this  reeolutioD 
presented  a  great  question  to  the  consideratieu 
of  the  Senate  and  American  people.  It  wu  a 
question  in  the  decision  of  which,  above  lU 
others,  the  vote  of  the  Bepreaentative  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  will  of  the  constituent.  It 
was  a  question  to  the  consideration  of  which 
the  attention  of  the  people  ought  to  be  worked 
up,  and  worked  up  In  time  to  know  what  their 
Kepresentatives  were  about,  before  a  fical  de- 
cision might  be  made  to  their  prejudice.  With 
this  view,  he  had  brought  forward  the  question 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  with  this  view 
he  brought  it  forward  now ;  and  for  the  same 
purpose  he  should  bring  it  forward  at  the  oeit 
session,  if  his  resolution  was  not  adopted  at 
the  present  one. 

The  first  olanae  of  the  resolntion  asserts  thit 
dutiea  ought  to  be  abolished  to  the  amount  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  tlie  instant  the  pnblio 
debt  b  paid  off.  I  know  there  are  many  who 
think  differentiy,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
duties  ought  to  be  kept  up,  and  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  Congress  m  works  of  internal  im- 
provement ;  but  my  mind  is  clear  and  dedsiva 
m  £svor  of  the  abolition.  There  will  be 
enough  for  internal  improvement  without  these 
ten  millioufi,  which  now  go,  not  to  that  object, 
but  to  the  public  debt.  lam  for  the  abolition, 
because  I  am  opposed  to  all  taxation  not  re- 
quired for  the  necessary  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  am  against  raiung  money  by  taxes, 
either  for  sccumulBtion  in  tne  vaults  of  the 
Treasury,  or  for  repartition  among  the  people. 
What  is  attempted  to  be  kept  in  the  Treaaury 
would  be  wasted ;  a  partition  could  never  be 
fiiirly  made ;  a  m^onty  of  the  payers  would 
never  get  back  their  own.  The  pockets  of  the 
people  are  the  best  treasuries  which  the  GoT- 
emment  oau  havo  for  its  spare  revenoes.   They 
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m  the  lafest ;  for  everj  dtiien  is  tbe  keeper 
rf  hu  own.  Thef  are  the  cheapest,  for  these 
to^en  hare  no  aaUries;  ther  are  the  most 
buwfidal,  for  thej  are  the  odJt  treaanries  of 
vhieh  the  keeper  m^  always  lue  the  contentH 
vitbont  blame,  and  with  profit  to  himself  and 
tbaoountr^. 

I  im  for  the  aboUtioa.  becanse  the  sii 
great  in  itself,  and  rused  at  still  greater 

r«  to  the  people.  The  levj  of  ten  millions 
the  Oovemment  cost  npwatds  of  fifteen 
nuUions  to  the  people.  It  is  a  mistake  of  the 
|R«ait  daj,  fonndea  upon  what  was  fact  thirty 
jan  ago,  to  suppose  that  taxation  bj  dntjea  is 
the  oheaport  yr^  of  levying  money  from  the 
ptc^e.  This  was  tme  whan  the  average  dn- 
tie*  were  seveti  and  a  half  per  cent,  and  when 
tiM  addition  of  that  amount  to  the  Tolne  of  the 
vtide  made  no  lenmble  addition  to  its  cost. 
Bit  all  this  is  now  changed.  The  average  du- 
tiea  are  now  60  per  cent.,  and  this  adds  one- 
hif  to  the  oost  oi  the  article ;  the  merchant's 
proSt  is  thirty-tliree  and  a  third  per  oenL  on 
Uiitdntyof  60,  and  that  adds  a  third  moi 
1l  Fees,  salarlea,  and  oommiaaiona,  are  then 
piid  beaide*  to  the  revenne  officers  to  the  an- 
nul amonnt  of  near  nine  hnndred  thousand 
doQin  more.  Tbe  efi'eot  of  all  these  per  cents, 
hai,  and  salaries,  is,  that  it  now  coats  the  peo- 
ple neari;  two  dollm  to  raise  one  dollar  for 
the  Government,  and  this  load  is  increased 
■poa  scpme,  by  the  fact  that  smogglers,  and 
dcaleis  with  smngglera,  pay  nothing.  A  levy 
of  twelve  milliotis  for  the  pnblio  debt,  now  oo- 
tasODs  a  levy  of  more  than  fifteen,  and  nearly 
twenty  millions  upon  the  people ;  a  rate  of  ei- 
peua  for  collection  out  of^  all  proportion  to  the 
revane  n^sed,  exceeded  in  no  country  npon 
(■rth  but  in  England,  and  from  which  the  peo- 

££,  hi  the  langoage  of  the  reeolntion,  ooght  to 
relieved  as  sowi  as  possible. 
.  I  la  for  the  abolition,  becaiue  the  wielding 
of  ten  miUions  of  snrplns  revenne  wonid  dan- 
ivtuly  increase  the  pab^nage  of  the  Federal 
Oaveramedt.  This  sum  is  now  mortgaged  to 
tb  payment  of  tbe  public  debt,  and  its  appU- 
tHiDii  to  that  object  b^ng  fixed  and  r^inlar, 
■BTolvee  the  exercise  of  bnt  little  patronage. 
Kdeawd  from  that  mortgage,  it  would  be  ap- 
I^nble  .to  innnmertble  objects,  and  subject  to 
the  aoniul  appropriation  by  OongresB.  Its  dis- 
tribntion  would  attract  all  eyes,  and  excite 
loivenal  copidi^.  It  wonld  uaw  deputations 
from  dtiea,  towns,  and  villages,  from  oompa- 
■te  and  corporations,  troia  eonntiea,  8tal«s, 
nd  diitricts,  to  the  foet  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
tnunent,  all  clamoroos  for  their  share  of  the 
■pail,  or  neglecting  their  own  bnsineBg  to  obtain 
i^  and  all  beoominp  less  independent  in  pro- 
Mttion  as  they  received  it — like  the  degeoerate 
Komans,  who  ceased  to  be  free  when  they  be- 
gm  to  look  to  tbe  public  granaries,  instead  of 
thwr  own  cribs,  for  a  supply  of  corxu 

I  un  for  the  abolition,  becanse  an  annual 
Mnmbte  on  the  floors  of  Oongress  for  ten  mil- 
Uuu  of  dollars,  would  fill  our  balls  with  bar- 


guns,  combinations,  intrigne,  and  oormption. 
The  effect  wonld  be  inevitable.  Help  my  State 
to  half  a  million,  and  I  will  help  yours  to  an- 
other half.  A  majority  of  the  membera  might 
meet  beforehand,  and  divide  tbe  whole  among 
their  own  States.  They  might  do  worse. 
They  might  insert  BpprMriations  for  roads  and 
canals,  in  States  whose  Representatives  denied 
tbe  Donslitutiouality  of  such  appropriations, 
and  thus  sabject  tbem  to  the  censure  of  their 
constituents,  for  not  taking  a  share  while  it 
was  got^.  In  this  way,  the  del^ation  of  s 
State  might  be  rendered  obnoxious  to  their 
oonstitnentB.  and  broken  down  at  home  by  a 
manraavre  here.  Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  fact  t 
exclaimed  Ur.  B.  It  is  fact,  and  tbe  history  of 
our  legislation  proves  it.  Within  the  last  three 
years  the  manfsnvre  was  tried.  A  bill  came 
ap  from  tbe  House  of  Repreeentatives  with  ap- 
propriations for  internal  improvement  for  a 
mtgority  of  the  States,  inclnding  some  wboae 
delMstions  oonld  not  vote  for  such  ot^eots. 


The  bill  pasiied  through  this  chamber,  and  be- 

'         n  Bg^nst  " 

ng  prevwl 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called.    The  bill  went 


ill  passed 

a  law ;  bnt  tbe  derign  ag^nst  the  mem- 
bers failed.    A  kindly  feeling  prevuled.    The 


through  without  noiae,  and  the  obnoxiooa 
voters  were  not  pointed  out  to  their  constitu- 
ents. This  may  be  attempted  again,  npon  a 
greyer  soale,  and  vrith  a  more  detennined  in- 
tent, if  ten  mUliona  are  to  be  annually  divided 
onL 

I  am  for  the  abolition,  becanse  the  annual 
division  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  would  fill 
this  Union  with  discord  and  violence.  The 
division  of  money  and  property  is  the  fruitful 
souree  of  discord  throughout  the  world.  It  is 
the  bane  of  partnerships,  the  rook  on  which 
the  peace  of  ramilies  is  split,  and  the  signal  for 
strifo  and  contention  amongst  confederates  and 
oonqnerors.    So  song  tbe  poet  of  nature : 

"  mends  now  fast  svom, 

Whose  double  hosoms  seem  but  one  heart  to  bear. 
Who  tvlae,  as  'twere.  In  love  Inseparable, 
Shall,  wltbin  this  hoar,  npoQ  diSBCDsiou  of  a  ddt. 
Break  out  to  bitterest  enmity." 

Yes,  break  out  to  bitterest  enmity  upon  dis- 
sendon  of  a  farthing !  With  bow  mnon  great- 
er bitterness,  then,  when  the  dissension  is  for 
millions,  when  the  pariiea  are  whole  communi- 
ties, their  pasuona  Inflamed  by  association,  no 
common  superior  to  decide  between  them,  an 
individual  shame  lost  in  the  mass  of  undistin- 
gaisbed  multitudes  1  The  last  thing  that  any 
friend  to  the  peace,  the  harmony,  tbe  stability 
of  the  Union,  would  wish  to  se^  would  be  an 
annual  scramble  on  the  floor  of  Congress  for 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  We  shall  have  heart- 
burnings enough  in  distributing  tbe  two  or 
tiiree  millions  of  surplus  revenne  which  will 
rem^n  without  these  ten  millions,  and  in 
BcrambUng  for  the  countless  millions  of  the 
public  luid. 
I  am  for  the  abolition,  becanse  it  will  be  tik» 
eana  of  teatoring  tbe  barmcmy  of  thia  Union, 
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now  greatly  imp^red  b;  a  tariff,  whidi  aits 
hard  upon  the  nsTigating  nnd  planting  int«reetB 
of  the  cooQtty,  An  abolition  of  ten  millioDB 
of  datiee  will  relieTe  these  interests,  withoat 
injoring  uif  other;  and  thus  an  angrr  qaea- 
tdon  will  drop  from  onr  diBcnsMona,  a^  every 
cloud  of  discontent  will  vanish  from  onr  hor- 

The  last  branch  of  tbU  resolution  declares, 
that  this  abolition  ma;  be  made,  according  to 

S resent  indications  of  the  revenue,  without 
etriment  to  domentio  IndnstrT',  and  with  great 
advantage  to  agrionltore  and  commerce.  On 
tills  point  mj  remarks  will  be  few  and  brief. 
They  are  abridged,  and  almost  SDperseded  by 
the  labors  of  the  last  sesuon.  This  snl^eot, 
upon  a  resolntion  of  my  own,  was  referred  to 
the  Gomnutt«e  of  finance  twelve  months  ago. 
That  committee  reported  a  list  of  thirty-two 
articles,  estimated  to  yield  a  revenue  of  seven 
and  a  quarter  millions,  on  which  the  duties 
might  be  repealed  without  injury  to  domestic 
indoatry ;  seven  other  articles,  whose  product 
could  not  l>e  then  ascertained,  and  six  more  on 
which  the  drawback  for  the  last  year  exceeded 
the  revenue,  bat  which,  in  a  run  of  several 
years,  yield  a  considerable  sum.  This  makes 
forlj-five  articlee.  and  to  these  I  think  abont  fif- 
teen more  might  be  added.  But  I  omit  these  fif- 
teen. I  take  the  forty-five*  reported  by  the 
oommittee,  and  say  that  they  will  yield  the  ten 
millionfl  ia  four  years  from  this  time.  They 
yield  a  mUlion  and  a  half  more  now  than  was 
estimated  by  the  committee.  Three  of  them 
alone  exceed  that  estimate  by  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  thoosand  dollars.  But  this  is  a  detail, 
and  a  subordinate  inqnir^.  If  we  agree  in  the 
great  principle  of  abohtion,  there  will  l>e  no 
balk  about  a  few  articles,  or  a  few  thousands  of 
dollare  more  or  less.  The  benefit  to  a^cnl- 
tnre  and  commerce  woold  be  great  and  imme- 
diate from  this  abolition.  Free  trade  is  their 
delight  and  element,  and  Uus  abolition  of  dn- 
ties  would  sot  the  hslf  of  onr  trade  free.  A 
few  examples  will  illnetrato  its  benefit.  We 
have  a  srowing  trade  with  France,  of  which 
the  chief  articles  on  onr  part  are  cotton  and 
tobacco;  on  her  part^  silLs  and  wines.  8he 
took  from  us  last  year  seventy  millions  of 

fonnds  of  cotton,  and  thirty  thousand  bogs- 
eads  of  tobacco.  An  abolition  of  duties  on 
silks  and  wines  will  increase  onr  purchases  of 
those  articles,  and  her  purchases  of  onr  cotton 
and  tobacco,  and  require  a  great  increase  of 
ships  for  their  transportation.  The  same  of 
the  West  India  trade.  We  have  a  great  trade 
with  these  islands,  the  chief  articles  on  onr 

EEirt,  beef,  pork,  fionr,  com,  com  meal,  whis- 
ey,  bacon,  and  Inmber ;  and  hers,  coffee  and 


*  Salt,  coffu  toa^  llnnu,  wlDOit  aUki,  ooflOB,  mlmcmd^  cni- 
nu^t,  pniDM,  On,  nidus,  nuot,  fllort*.  Dutmcgs,  danuoan, 
OMilAiPeppflT,  plmeiita,  brisUfl^  Bpului  bzvwa,  oehn,  oua- 
phoh  CkyeBD*  pappw,  ftaget,  idlTg  oIL  oUtol  iIiuil  ««ki, 

SilouUnr,  spiiun,  apan,  mnUdvtiiA,  bsumos,  bolting 
Dth*.  qnlUa,  Bluk  boUl»,  dsmljahnit  thread  ud  dlk  lioa, 
ambrtiii,  Iiwu,  Cuhmm  duirli,  |>u*,  tlbboDS,  •tnw 
iiuit%sad  Cataaang*. 


Specie,  of  which  they  sent  ns  last  year  fifty 
millions  of  pounds  of  the  former,  and  two  mil- 
lions two  hmidred  tbonsand  dollars  of  the  lat- 
ter. Our  duty  on  coffee  is  five  cents  a  pound, 
more  than  half  of  the  first  cost  of  the  artida 
Abolish  it,  and  we  shall  take  donble  the  quan- 
tity of  coffee,  and  greatly  increase  onr  expoiti 
of  provisions  and  imports  of  specie. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  tis  exporftion  of 
the  reasons  and  poli(nr  of  his  resolutions.  He 
had  spoken  to  them  aU  at  once,  but  they  oonld 
be  diBcnsBed  separately,  on  the  motion  of  ' 
any  Senator ;  the  vote,  xh  course^  would  be  on 
each  separate  resolution. 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  the  refer- 
ence of  the  first  resolution  to  the  Oommittee  of 
Finance,  He  said,  that  the  sabject  was  one 
that  required  much  consideration ;  that  he  hid 
applied  some  of  his  lusnre  honrs  to  satisfy 
himself  on  the  eul^ect;  that  he  had  not  ;«t 

Eerfeoted  his  inquiries.  80  far  as  he  had  gons 
ad  convinced  him  that  the  Senator  (Mr.  Bb- 
ton)  was  mistaken.  If  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  subject  would  be  fnlly  investigated, 
and  he  believed  it  wonld  be  shown,  that  there 
would  be  of  debt,  (redeemable  at  the  plesEore 
of  the  Government,)  sofficient,  with  the  inter- 
eat  annually  payable,  to  absorb  the  whole  of 
the  ten  millions  of  dollars  whii^  the  Comniis- 
sioners  of  the  SinMng  Fnnd  were  anthorlied 
by  law  to  apply  annually  to  the  payment  of  the 

Erincipal  ana  interest  of  the  pnblio  debt  He 
ad,  he  said,  completed  his  inquiry  for  the 
yeais  1829  and  1S80,  and  oonld  state  that  tbers 
were  of  six  and  five  per  cent.,  redeemable  dur- 
ing those  years,  a  snm  which,  with  the  interest 
accming  for  those  years,  would  amount  to 
$22,878,639;  the  payment  to  be  made  for  those 
two  years,  agreeably  to  law,  waa  twenty  mil- 
lions, which  would  leave  a  surplus,  payable  tn 
1831,  of  $2,878,639.  He  trusted,  he  said,  that 
he  had  satisfied  the  Senate,  that,  during  the 
years  1829  and  1880,  there  were  of  stocks  re- 
deemable, and  of  int«re9t  payable,  an  smon^ 
amply  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Oommismonen  of 
the  Sinking  Fimd  for  those  two  Toars.^  He 
added,  that  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  give  a 
statement  respecting  the  years  1631  and  1631, 
but  if  the  resolntion  should  be  committed,  be 
hoped,  and  believed,  that  he  wonld  be  able  to 
show  that,  without  any  authority  to  purchaw 
the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  6.  G,  ana 
H  per  cent  debts,  (Bank  debt  excepted,)  migU 
bo  paid  off  in  1632. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  as 
an  amendment  to  the  first  clanse  of  the  reso- 
lntion : 
Strike  ont  the  first  dauM,  and  inaert— 
Reiolotd,  That  the  Committee  on  Unance  ba  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  tutboi^ 
izing  the  ComQiissiaiiers  of  the  Sinking  Fimd  lo 
purchase,  at  its  current  market  price,  the  public 
debt,  nhenever,  in  their  opinion,  soch  purchases 
can  be  made  beneficially  for  tlie  interesu  of  tha 
Umted  Sutes,  and  eonnstently  with  existing  Vr 
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After  s  few  words  Irom  Ur.  Bxnrox,  "bj 
w«j  of  rejoinder,  the  reBolnlion8  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  uie  table. 


UoirDi.T,  Jonnar;  13. 


The  Obair  oommnnioated  a  letter  from  the 
GoTemor  of  the  State  of  Oeor^a,  transmitting 
flte  Mowing  Protest  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State: 

"STATE  OFGEOBGIA. 

ExBOUTlVI  DVPABTUKNT, 

MtUtdgfDiUs,  Deember  mth,  1828. 

Kr :  The  enclosed  protest  ia  tnuumitted  to 
TOO,  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  of  tbe  United 


"  Vroja  a  painfhl  couTictiou  tb>t  a  nunifeetatiOD 
of  the  public  Kmtiment,  in  the  moet  imposliiK  and 
{■(mBTe  form,  is  cslled  for  by  the  preeetit  sgitat«d 
aate  of  the  Sonthem  secUon  of  the  Uoion,  the  Gen- 
tnl  AsKmblj  of  (he  Stale  of  Georgia  have  deemed 
it  their  dutj  to  adopt  the  novel  expedient  of  ad- 
dieting,  in  the  iisme  of  the  State,  the  Senate  of  the 
CoDfreas  of  the  Uoited  States. 

"la  her  ooTereign  character,  the  State  of  GreorgU 
protcatB  Bgainit  the  act  of  the  last  sesmoD  of  Cou- 
giem,  entitled '  An  act  in  alteration  of  the  several 
acts  impoeins  duties  on  imports,'  as  deceptive  in 
hi  tilie,  frandiileDt  in  its  pretexts,  oppressive  in  its 
sactiiHis,  partial  and  unjust  in  Its  operations,  na- 
eoDStitotional  in  its  well-ksown  objects,  mlnous  to 
eoBmerea  and  agriculture — to  secure  a  hateful  mo- 
Dopolj  to  a  combination  of  importunate  nutnutaC' 

"Demuidlng  the  repeal  of  aa  act  irhiah  has  al- 
tt*&3  disturbed  the  Umon  and  endangered  the  pub- 
lie  Iranquillit]',  weakened  the  iftnOdence  of  whole 
Stales  in  the  Federal  Governioent,  and  dimiiUahed 
the  aflection  oF  large  masses  of  the  people  to  the 
Union  Itself  and  the  abandonment  of  tlie  degrading 
■jitem  wtiich  conmders  the  people  as  incapable  of 
wiielf  direedog  th^  own  enterprise  j  nbicb  sets 
ip  the  sertants  of  the  people  la  Gongresa  as  the  ei- 
etosiTe  judges  of  what  pimaila  are  most  adranta- 
|eoB«  and  suitable  for  those  by  whom  the;  were 
deeted,  the  State  of  Qeorcia  expects  that,  in  per- 
petoal  testimonj  thereof;  the  deliberate  and  solemn 
smon  of  her  opinion  will  t>e  carefully  preserved 
g  the  archires  of  the  Senate ;  and  in  justi&ca- 
Huo  of  her  character  to  the  present  generation,  and 
to  posterity,  if^  unfortuoatel;,  Congress,  disregard- 
ing the  protest,  and  continuing  to  pervert  powers 
gnnted  for  clearly  defined  and  well-understood  pur- 
poses, lo  effectnata  Objects  never  intended  by  the 
great  parties  by  whom  the  constitution  was  framed, 
to  be  entrusted  to  the  controlling  guardianship  of 
the  Federal  Govemment,  ehoald  reader  necessary 
me  ■lire*  of  a  decimve  character,  for  the  protectioiL 


of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  vindication  of 
the  Constitntion  of  the  ncitod  States. 
IBBT  HUD30S, 
8v*Blctr  of  th»  Eomt  of  Repretentativt*' 
THOMAS  BTOCES, 

FritidaU  of  Iht  Senale. 

JOHN  FOaSTTH,  (?ovmwr." 

Ifr.  Bkrbtkn  Bud,  that   the   aimimciation 

made  from  the  Ohsjr,  imposed  a  dutjr  on  his 

ooUeagne  and  himself  which,  with  his  assent, 

he  would  perform-  by  pving  a  direction,  with 

of  the  Senate,  to  the  doonment 


,  to  eee  an  act  so  gravs 
and  interesting  in  its  character,  pass  away 
with  those  mere  every  day  events  which  are 
forgotten  almost  in  the  instant  of  their  occur- 
rence. In  order,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  dia- 
tinctly  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate, 
before  I  sabmit  the  motion  which  it  calls  for, 
I  will  state  its  porport,  and  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  mate  a  very  brief  remarlc. 

Ttiat  doonment,  sir,  of  which  an  offidal  oopj 
has  been  transmitted  to  my  oolleagne  and  my- 
Bel£  is  the  protest  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
made  throogh  her  oonstitntLonal  orgaus,  to  %la 
assembly  of  the  Representatives  of  States, 
against  the  "  act  in  alteration  of  the  sevend 
acts  laying  duties  on  imports,"  passed  at  tbe 
late  session  of  the  Oongress  of  the  United 
States.  In  her  sovereign  character,  as  one  of 
the  original  members  of  this  Oonfederacy,  b7 
whom  Uiis  Oovermnent  was  called  into  exist- 
ence, that  State  protests  against  this  act,  on 
the  several  groands  which  are  specifically  set 
forthj  in  that  instmmenl^  which  is  attested  by 
the  BignatoreB  of  her  Legislative  and  Ezecative 
flmctionaries,  and  anthenticated  under  her  pub- 
It  is  now  delivered  to  this  Department  of 
the  Federal  Government,  to  be  depomted  in  ite 
archives,  in  perfet/iiam  rei  m«tru>rv»m,  to  serve 
whenever  tlie  occasion  may  require  it,  as  an 
authentic  testimony  of  the  solemn  dif^nt  of 
one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union  from 
the  act  therein  protested  against,  as  sn  infrac- 
tion of  the  constitutional  compact  by  which 
she  is  imited  to  the  other  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy. 

It  is  difficnlt,  nr,  to  repress — it  is,  perhaps, 
still  more  difficult  appropriately  to  express  the 
feelings  which  belong  to  such  an  occoaion  aa 
the  present.  I  have  been  edneated  in  senti- 
ments of  reverence  for  our  Federal  Union,  and, 
through  life,  I  have  habitually  cherished  these 
sentiments.  As  an  individtial  citizen,  therefore, 
it  is  painful  to  recor  to  that  disaatrons  policy 
which  has  imposed  on  the  State  in  which  I  live 
the  stern  necessity  of  aasimiing  this  relation  to 
the  Govemment  of  this  Oonfederacy. 

As  one  of  the  Representatives  on  this  fioor 
of  that  State,  whose  citizens  have  always  been 
forward  to  manifest  a  profound  and  devoted 
attachment  to  this  Union — of  a  p^riotio  and 
gallant  people,  who  wonld  freely  yield  their 
*».«.,».  .T^  unsparingly  shed  their  blood  in 


;.C00^^|C 


its  defence ;    the  oooatdon  U  one  of  deep  and 

onminzlad  humiliation,  which  demands  the  de- 
posit, m  the  registry  of  the  Senate,  of  this 
record  of  their  wronga.  There  maj  be  those, 
air,  who  wiJl  look  lo  this  act  with  indifference, 
perhaps  with  levity;  who  will  consider  it  as 
the  reanlt  of  momentary  excitement ;  and  see, 
or  think  they  see  in  it,  merely  the  efftsion  of 
impassioned,  but  evanescent  feeling.  I  implore 
those  gentlemen  not  to  deoeive  tlieniBelvee  on  a 
snbjeot  in  relation  to  which  error  ntey  be  alike 
dangerons  to  ns  all. 

Forty  years  of  snooessM  experiment  have 
proved  the  efficiency  of  this  GoTemment  to 
snstun  ns  in  an  honorable  interoonrae  with  tiie 
oQi«r  nations  of  the  world.  EztemsUy,  in 
peace  and  in  war,  amid  the  flnctnations  of 
commerce,  and  the  strife  of  arms,  it  baa  pro- 
tected onr  interests,  and  defended  onr  righu. 
One  trial,  one  l^arfnl  trial,  yet  remains  to  be 
made.  It  is  one,  nnder  the  apprehension  of 
which  the  braveat  may  tremble— which  the 
wise  and  the  good  will  anxiously  endeavor  to 
avoid.  It  is  that  experiment  which  shall  test 
the  oompetenoy  of  this  Government  to  pre- 
serve onr  internal  peace,  whenever  a  qnestion 
vitally  affecting  the  bond,  which  unites  ns  as 
one  peopl^  eh^  come  to  be  solemnly  agitated 
between  the  sovereign  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy, In  proportion  to  ite  dangers  should 
be  onr  Bollcitnde  to  avoid  it,  by  abstaining  on 
&B  one  hand  fi«m  acts  of  donbtAil  legislation, 
as  well  as  by  the  manner  of  resistance  on  the 
other,  to  those  which  are  deemed  nnoonstita- 
tional.  Between  the  independent  members  of 
this  Confederacy,  sir,  there  can  he  no  common 
arbiter.  They  are  necessarily  remitted  to  their 
own  sovereign  will,  deliberately  expressed,  in 
the  exercise  of  those  reserved  rights  of  sov- 
ereignty, the  delegation  of  which  wonld  have 
been  en  act  of  political  suicide.  The  designa- 
tion of  such  an  arbiter,  sir,  was,  by  the  fbroe  of 
invincible  necessity,  eaivs  omtnu*  among  the 
provirioDS  of  a  constitntion  conferring  limited 
powers,  the  interpretation  of  which  was  to  be 
confided  to  the  snbordinate  agents,  created 
by  those  who  were  entrusted  to  administer  it. 

I  earnestly  hope,  that  the  wise  and  concilia- 
tory spirit  of  this  Government,  and  of  those  of 
the  several  States,  ivill  postpone,  to  a  period 
far  distant,  the  day  which  will  summon  ns  to 
so  fearfd  a  trial.  If  we  are  indeed  doomed 
to  encounter  it^  I  as  eamestiy  hope  that  it  may 
be  entered  npon  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and 
with  cherish^  recollections  of  former  amity. 
But  the  occasion  which  shall  impel  the  sov- 
ereign people  of  even  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Confederacy  to  resolve,  that  they  are  not 
bonnd  by  its  acts,  is  one  to  which  no  patriot 
can  look  with  levity,  nor  yet  with  indifference. 
Whatever  men  and  freemen  may  do  to  avert  it, 
the  people  of  Georgia  will  do.  Deeply  as  they 
feel  the  wrongs  which  they  suffer,  thoy  will 
yet  bear  and  forbear.  Though  their  com- 
plaints have  been  hitherto  disregarded,  and 
their  remonstraucee  have  been  heretofore  set 
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at  DOnght.  they  will   still  look  with  ood9- 
dence  to  the  retoming  Justice  of  this  Govern- 

I  fulfil  my  duty,  ur,  on  this  oocbnod,  with  a 
cherished  reliance  on  that  instice ;  with  a  deep 
and  abiding  conviction  of  the  patriotism  ana 
forbearance  of  that  people  by  whom  it  w  de- 
manded; withan  hnmblebnt  onwaveringtntit 
in  the  mercy  of  Heaven. 


in,  by  J 


TAa  SiTiking  Fund,  At. 

The  Benate  took  np  for  connderation  the 
resolntions  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Bditoh, 
relative  to  the  Binking  Fnnd,  the  Public  Debtj 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  &o. 

Mr.  SwTH,  of  Maryland,  withdrew  his 
amendmentL^and  moved  to  refer  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  add  be  was  satisfied  Uiat  it 
was  expedient  to  adopt  the  first  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentieman  from  Miasonri.  Te 
have  now,  said  he,  al>out  fiily  millions  of  debt, 
and  the  whole  of  it,  excepting  the  three  pa 
cent,  debt  may  be  discharged  in  three  or  fonr 
years.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  three  per 
cents,  amounting  to  more  than  thirteen  rnUliou 
of  dollars  ?  Is  this  part  of  the  debt  to  he  pe^ 
petnalt  His  own  opinion  was,  that  this, like 
every  other  portion  of  the  debt,  should  be  ex- 
tinguished, as  soon  and  as  fast  as  possible 
How  is  the  three  per  cent,  debt,  then,  to  1» 
extinguished  \  Certainly,  in  no  other  way  than 
by  payment  or  purchase.  We  must  either  p»J 
the  foil  nominal  amount,  or  we  most  pnrchsM 
this  debt  frmn  its  holders.  The  highest  nlt^ 
ket  price  to  which  this  debt  has  risen  is  eighty' 
five  per  cent. ;  the  flnctnations  of  the  market, 
for  a  long  time  past,  having  been  between 
eighty  and  eighty-five  per  cent. ;  and  the  me- 
dium rate  of  the  market  being,  perhaps,  about 
eighty-three  per  cent.  By  the  restriction  no* 
in  force,  under  the  law  of  1817,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fnnd  are  not  permitted 
to  purchase  this  debt,  when  its  market  price 
exceeds  sixty-five  per  cent  None  has  been 
purchased;  and  none  will  ever  be  purchased, 
while  this  restriction  continues.  To  provide 
for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  or  to  declare  oer 
purpose  to  pay  it,  woold  olevato  the  debt  to 
par ;  but  to  give  an  authority  to  purchase 
would  not  much  advance  the  market  price  irf 
this  debt.  Buch  an  antbority  ought  to  be,  and 
would  be,  exercised  very  cautiously  and  slow- 
ly. This  debt  is  widely  diffused,  and  mndi  of 
it  is  held  in  Europe.  So  long  as  it  is  an  annn* 
ity  of  indefinite  daration,  its  value  is  govemea 
by  the  market  rate  of  interest,  and  it  cannot 
rise  mnch  above  its  present  market  rate;  since, 
at  a  higher  rate,  it  wonld  afford  an  interest 
lower  than  the  lowest  market  rate  of  interest 
in  the  world.  So  Jong,  therefore,  ns  the  final 
discharge  of  the  coital  of  this  annuity  is  in- 
definttdy  distant,  the  capital  itself  will  proba- 
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U7  nevar  rise  to  ninety  per  cent,  in  the  mar- 
ket. As  it  U  olearlj  oar  interest  to  buy  this 
debt  rather  than  to  pay  it ;  aa  the  Rreater  part 
oF  Hub  debt  is  hela  b;  peraons  wno  have  no 
duire  to  sell  it ;  as  the  portions  offered  in  the 
tnirkri,  from  tune  to  time,  are  small ;  and,  as 
it  wonid  be  inexpedient  to  rai*e  the  market,  bj 
offsriDg  higher  prioee  than  the  current  ratoa ; 
it  is  neocasary,  if  we  intend  to  pnrchase,  to  l>e- 
gia  and  to  proceed  with  all  the  cantion  of  dia- 
OMt  bnjera.  There  can  be  no  donbt  that  an 
uthoritj  in  the  Oommisaioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  purchase  at  market  rates  would  be 
Jndieionaly  exercised  by  them.  If  this  opera- 
tion  shall  be  commenced,  nntil  all  the  other 
portions  of  the  public  debt  shall  be  paid,  our 
ntoation  m&j,  and  probably  will,  be  that,  with 
muna  in  the  Treasury  tally  equal  to  the  dis- 
charge of  this  debt  of  thirteen  millions,  we 
■hsD  be  obliged  either  to  postpone  its  payment, 
or  to  pay  it  at  par,  or  to  purcbaBe  it  upon  terms 
br  Iws  advantageous  to  the  public  than  may 
!»  made  by  grednal  and  progreamvo  purchases. 
There  can  be  no  donbL  that,  by  a  judicious 
conne  of  purchases  of  this  debt,  a  very  large 
tarn  may  ha  saved  to  the  public. 

Hr.  Bmstos  called  for  a  division  of  the 
qnestion,  so  that  the  Senate  might  decide  sepa- 
tiKly  on  each  clause  of  the  resolution ;  which 
Tss  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  then  stoted,  that  be  was  opposed  to 
Knding  his  reaolntJons  to  the  Finance  Oommit- 
tec,  as  mere  resolntions  of  inquiry.  He  had 
Knt  them  to  that  committee,  in  that  form,  at 
tlie  lost  seaeion,  and  bad  them  returned,  like  a 
Vm,  of  indictment  ignartd  by  the  grand  jury. 
He  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  send  Uiem, 
through  the  same  process,  a  second  time.  He 
ns  for  discuseing  them  here,  as  he  had  a  right 
to  do,  under  the  mles  of  the  Senate,  which  it 
ra  proper  to  do  on  many  occasions,  and 
doabty  proper  on  this  occasion,  when  the  qnes- 
tiini  which  grew  out  of  his  resolutiona  was  one 
of  principle,  not  of  detail,  and  when  the  com- 
miuee  had  once  shown  themselves  to  be  unfa- 
vorable. He  was  glad  to  see  the  Senator  from 
New  York  Qfr.  Sakfobd)  on  his  side.  He  had 
not  expected  to  arne  tliese  qnestions,  bnt  only 
to  tarn  the  attention  of  others  to  them,  who 
vere  more  conversant  than  himself  with  sab- 
}Mts  of  finance.  Bis  walk  lay  in  a  different 
Gdd—ainong  the  public  lands,  the  military  and 
tbe  Indian  affairs.  As  for  the  finances,  the 
PnUio  Bebt,  the  Sinking  Fun^  the  abolition  of 
dntie^  and  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank,  they  were  tUl  snliijects  out  of  his  range, 
ud.  in  moving  certun  resolutions  aboat  them, 
*t  llie  last  session,  be  tbonght  he  had  nothing 
to  do  bat  to  put  the  ball  in  motion.  But  quite 
the  MHitrary  ne  had  found  to  be  the  ftot.  The 
ImU  soon  stopped,  or  rather  rolled  back  upon 
lum ;  and,  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  give  up 
'hen  he  tliought  himself  right,  he  had  now 
done  what  he  pledged  himself  to  do,  at  Uie 
tut  lession — he  had  started  the  ball  a^^n,  and 
meaot  to  keep  it  a-going.    He  was  r«|joiced  to 


see  the  Senator  from  New  York  (Ur.  Suoord) 
taking  part  with  him  even  on  one  branoh  dt 
Ms  reaolntions. 

Ur.  DioziBsox  said  be  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  referenoe  of  the  snbjeot  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance ;  yet  he  was  not  willing  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  and  give  the  discretionary 
power  to  the  OommiBsioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  which  was  proposed.  It  certainly  was 
desirable  to  oztingnish  the  pablio  debt,  as  soon 
as  a  dne  r^ard  to  the  general  interest  would 
permit.  It  will  bo  highly  gratifying  to  pro- 
d^m  to  the  world  that  we  are  oat  of  debt. 
To  purchase  up  the  debt  would  be  to  inonr  a 
heavy  loss ;  we  cannot  gratify  onrselvee  in  this 
partdcnlar,  without  paying  too  dearly  for  tho 
gratifioatiott.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Bamfobd)  had  stated  truly,  that  the  cred- 
itors  in  Europe  owned  a  very  oondderable  por- 
tion of  the  stock  of  the  nnit«d  States,  and  nad 
remarked  that  the  three  per  cent,  stock  might 
Iw  purchased  at  fS  or  86  per  cent.  Bnt  the 
fact  was,  that,  if  we  purchased  at  80,  we 
should  lose  two  millions,  and,  if  at  its  nominal 
value,  four  millions  of  dollars.  The  Oommia- 
sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  now  anthor- 
ixed  to  pnrchaee  this  stock  at  (S5  fbr  the  hun- 
dred, wnich  is  considered  its  par  value;  the 
whole,  at  that  rate,  would  amount  to  scane- 
thing  more  than  eight  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars ;  if  we  purchase  it  at  %&5  the  hundred, 
the  present  market  price,  it  will  cost  ns  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  of  course^ 
we  should  iccnr  a  loss  of  more  than  two  and  a 
half  millions  \  and,  if  we  redeem  it  at  ita 
nominal  value,  we  shall  incur  a  loss  of  more 
than  four  and  a  half  miUions ;  and  this  to  be 
taken  fh>m  our  Treasury,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  it  put  into  the  pockets  of  Btoc^obbera 
m  Europe.  What  would  be  tho  conseqnenoe 
of  going  into  the  market,  and  purchaung  the 
pablio  debt,  as  proposed!  Why,  ont  stock  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  at  home,  would  immediately 
take  a  rise,  and  its  value  would  be  conMderably 
increased.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  HisBoari,  relative  to  British  stocks,  would 
not  avul  in  this  coontry ;  for  the  price  of  our 
stock  will  certainly  be  increased  with  the  in- 
creased demand  for  it,  should  a  law  i>e  passed 
as  proposed ;  and,  if  the  price  for  the  three  per 
cents  should  be  fixed  at  85,  it  would  immedi- 
ately rise  al)Ove  it ;  and,  the  moment  we  r&. 
solve  to  purchase  up  the  debt,  or  to  redeem  it 
as  soon  as  proposed,  it  would  rise  to  its  nomi- 
nal valne,  and  we  should  have  to  pay  dollar  for 
dollar.  Thus,  no  benefit  would  arise  to  the 
United  States,  but  much  to  the  holders  of  the 
stock.  The  Sinking  Fund,  be  contended,  was 
merely  a  resolution  to  pay  ten  millions  a  year 
of  the  public  debt ;  it  was  never  contemplBt«d 
to  bny  up  stock  to  any  great  extent,  nor  was  it 
ever  expected  that  it  wonld  have  that  effect, 
Tbe  Sinking  Fund  had  answered  all  the  pnr- 
posee  expected  from  it,  one  of  which  was  to 
keep  np  the  price  of  United  States  stock,  and 
had  fully  aocompliahed  the  olgeot  of  ita  orea- 


tion.    The  three  per  cent,  stock  maj  be 
tinned  for  ^e&rs,  under  an  arrangement,  and 
not  felt  as  a  bnrtlieii  bj  the  aommanitj ;    and, 
if  gentlemen  entertdned  tbe  opinion,  that  I' 
debt  might,  with  safetj,  be  redaced  more  rt 
idljr  than  at  present,  apower  conid  be  given 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj  to  pnrohase 
occasions  offered,  which  wonld  answer  every 
reasonable  poipose.    He  'n'ould  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Oommitt«6  on  Finance,  so  far  as 

inqoiry  into  the  expediency  of  the  measi 

waa  concerned ;  but  ne  conId  not,  as  at  present 
impressed,  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
law ;  at  least,  so  fet  as  lie  was  concerned,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  by  the  committee  should 
precede  the  passBxe  of  the  law, 

Mr.  SuTB,  of  Maryland,  sud,  that,  having 
made  the  motion,  it  was  incumbent  on  Tiim  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  He  then  l«ok 
an  extended  view  of  the  funding  system,  from 
its  commencement.  He  Kud,  that  the  old  six 
per  cents  bad  been  considered  irredeemable, 
except  by  the  payment  of  eight  per  cent,  per 
annum,  on  every  certificate  for  one  hundred 
dollars ;  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Congress  passed 
an  act,  a^iproprjating  the  sum  of  $7,300,000, 
to  be  pud  annually  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  applied  by  tbem 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
tiie  public  debt ;  and,  on  the  pnrohase  of  Loa- 
Isiana,  an  addition  was  made  to  that  fond  of 
tTOO,000,  making  the  whole  fond  eight  millions 
— that  the  system  operated  well.  It  enabled 
the  Treasury  to  pay  off  with  the  surplus  funds 
the  debt  due  to  Holland ;  but  that  debt  being 

Sud  off,  a  large  aurplns  would  have  remained 
k  the  Treasury,  inapplicable  to  any  ol^ect,  un- 
til the  eight  per  cents,  contracted  in  Mr.  Adams' 
administration,  shoold  become  payable,  which 
was,  he  beliCTcd,  in  1809.  To  obviate  tbfit 
difficulty,  a  proposal  was  made,  in  1804,  he  be- 
lieved, to  the  holders  of  the  ux  per  oe&t.  debt, 
and  acquiesced  in  by  them,  that,  in  lien  of  the 
stock  held  by  them,  payable,  as  already  Btat«d, 
by  eight  dollars  annually  on  the  100  doUars, 
they  should  receive  a  new  stock  for  the  bal- 
ances due  to  them,  bearing  on  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,  and  redeemable  at  jileasure.  That 
arrangement  enabled  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  apply,  annually,  the  whole  of 
the  eight  mUllons,  and  the  old  ux  per  cents 
have  been  paid  off  many  years  (he  believed 
niue)  sooner  than  could  have  been  done  under 
the  preTioufi  system. 

The  late  war  involved  the  United  States  in  a 
laive  debt,  be  believed,  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  dollars ;  and  a  new  law 
passed,  on  the  8d  of  March,  1817,  which  ap- 

Eropriated  ten  millions  of  dollars,  annually,  to 
e  applied  to  the  payment  oi  the  interest  and 
principal  of  the  debt.  The  system  has  oper- 
ated aa  well  as  its  most  Bangoine  friends  could 
have  contemplated.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Lowkdes, 
then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  has  nearly  paid  off  the  whole  of 
the  debt,  and  will,  without  any  extraneous  aid. 
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discborge  nearly  the  whole  (the  three  per  cents 
and  Bonk  debt  excepted)  in  the  year  1882. 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  are  told  tiiat  we  cannot 
pay  the  debt,  except  by  purchase.  TPby  ?  Be- 
cause the  Senator  (Mr.  Bbsios}  assures  ni, 
"  that  there  was  no  way  to  prevent  an  accu- 
mulation of  near  twenty  miUions  of  dollars  ia 
the  Treasury,  In  the  years  1832  and  1853,  to  lie 
there  idle,  (or  rather  in  the  Bank,)  or,  what 
was  worse,  to  be  directed  to  some  subordinate 
object^  while  public  debt  to  that  amocmt  waa 
unpaid,  and  drawing  interest." 

!£,  said  Mr.  6.,  the  Senator  be  correct  in  his 
assertion,  then  it  is  indispensably  neceesary  that 
the  Senate  should  adopt  some  measure  to  pre- 
vent so  great  an  evil.  If^  however,  he  shoold 
have  been  mistaken  in  hia  calculations,  and,  if 
it  can  be  shown  that  there  wHl  be  of  debt  re- 
deemable nearly  sufBcient  to  absorb  the  ten 
millions  at  the  disposiljon  of  the  GommissitKi- 
ers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  &e  small  defi- 
ciency can  be  supplied,  without  the  necessity 
of  having  recourse  to  purchase ;  and,  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  nearly  the  whole,  perhaps  the 
whole,  of  the  debt  wdl  be  paid  off  before  the 
year  188S,  then  the  authority  to  purchase  the 
H,  6,  and  S  per  centa  will  be  wholly  nnneoes- 
sary.  Mr.  S.  sua,  that  he  hoped  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  on  all  those  points.  It  had  been,  he 
said,  the  practice  of  his  long  life  to  have  re- 
course to  flguraa,  on  all  aimuar  snt^ects;  not, 
be  said,  to  figures  of  speech  or  rhetoric,  but  to 
arithmetical  figures.  He  could  rely  on  thm 
for  truth,  and  would  proceed  to  state  the 
ground  on  which  he  relied  with  confidence. 

The  debt,  he  said,  amounted,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  to  $58,962,126 ;  deduct  therefrom  the 
Bank  debt  and  the  three  per  cent.,  amounting 
together  to  $20,29S,249,  and  there  will  remain 
a  debt  of  6,  6,  and  4^  per  cents  of  $38,066,886, 
which,  he  expected,  might  nearly  be  discharged 
in  the  year  1832,  perhaps  entirely. 

Mr,  S.  proceeded  and  ssid,  that  there  will  be 
redeemable,  in  1629  and  1880,  an  amount  of 
six  and  five  per  cents  redeemable  at  pleasure, 
which,  with  the  interest  on  the  whole  debt, 
will  make  together  the  sum  of  $22,GG3  179, 
being  $S,6G8,1T9  more  than  the  twenty  millions 
applicable  by  the  Oommisdoners  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  and  interest  for  thoee  two 
years.  Ttiat  unpaid  balance,  Mr.  S.  said, 
would  be  paid  in  1831,  which,  together  with 
stock,  redeemable  in  that  year,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  41-  and  6  per  oent.,  would,  with  tb6 
interest  payable  in  that  year,  afford  au  amonnt^ 
redeemable  and  payable,  of  $16,853,824;  in 
that  year,  the  Commisidoners  would,  of  course, 
pay  the  ten  millions,  and  there  would  then 
remain  a  balance,  to  be  paid  in  1832,  of 
$6,363,824.  Here,  Mr.  S.  stated  separately  the 
amount  of  the  several  stocks  that  became  re- 
deemable, during  the  year  1831,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  payable ;  he  also  said,  that 
it  was  proper  for  him  to  inform  the  Senate  that 
$10,999,000  of  those  stocks  were  not  redeem- 
able until  the  81st  of  December  of  that  jear, 
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of  ooanB,  that  there  wonld  only  be  &  tittle 
more  than  $S,SOO,000  that  the  debtor  could  be 
«ompelled  to  receive,  on  the  Ist  of  Jolf,  the 
time  at  which  the  Mmi-aimnal  pajment  Ih  gea- 
enllf  made ;  bnt,  as  more  than  six  miUions  of 
that  stock  wu  held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  fae  oonld  not  doubt  that  the  Board  of 
.  DirectOTS  would  readOj  ooiwent  to  relinqQish 
so  mncb  aa  would  be  neo^saiy  to  complete  the 
mul  payment  of  five  milliona,  in  Jiijy.  Ho 
did  not  donbt,  he  said,  for  he  beliered  they 
were  well  di^poeed  to  do  any  thing  in  their 
power  to  aeoommodate  the  Government.  It 
was  greatly  thdr  intereat  to  be  on  the  best 
tvnia  with  the  Treaanir.  The  iaoonvenience 
would  b«  trifling ;  besides,  they  wonld  know, 
that,  nnleas  ther  did  acconuaoaate,  the  Oom- 
mitmonen  would  be  compelled  to  redeem  a 
part  of  the  seven  milliona  Bank  debt. 

Mr.  8.  then  oud,  tliat  he  hoped  that  he  had 
aatte6ed  the  Senate  that  there  were  more  than 
mSdent  of  stoik  redeemable  and  internet  paj- 
kble,  during  the  years  1S29,  18S0,  and  18S],  to 
absorb  the  thirty  milliona  applioable,  dnrine 
those  yesra,  to  tiie  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
that  there  wonld  be  no  anemsloyed  money  in 
^be  Treaanry  or  Bank  dnring  uiose  yean. 

The  balance  nnpaid,  in  1831,  aalA  Ur.  B.,  of 
95,S&8,8a4,  wonld  be  pud,  in  188S,  whioh, 
with  the  stock  redeemable  in  that  year,  and 
the  interest  to  be  paid,  would  together  make 
the  anm  of  18,896, 7?B ;  being  abont  a  million 
IcM  than  the  ten  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
CommisaionerB ;  which  million  wonld,  he  oon- 
eeired,  be  relinqniahed  by  the  Bank  from  the 
■took  it  held  in  the  loan,  dne  on  the  El^t  S^ 
ecmber,  ISS4,  for  reasons  similar  to  those  he 
had  already  given ;  indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  cer- 
tain that  they  would  accommodate  the  Treasa- 
ry,  withoat  hwitatian. 

Mr.  8.  proceeded,  and  said,  that  he  trusted 
that  he  had  satisfied  the  SenatcLthat,  instead  of 
twenty  millions  lying  In  the  Treasary  unap- 
plied, whilst  a  debt  was  nnpud,  bearing  in- 
',  there  wonld  not  be   one   dollar.     It 
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two  millions,  redeemable  in  18S8,  and  another, 
<rf  a  Uttte  more,  in  1884;  bnt  that  they  were 
not  of  importance,  and  would  be  paid  without 
being  felt ;  that  it  was  posuble  Ute  whole  of 
those  debts  might,  by  management,  and  an  in- 
crease of  revenue,  be  paad  in  1883.  If  not,  it 
onght  not  to  deter  ns  from  repealing  the  duties 
on  articles  which  now  give  a  revenue  of 
eight,  perhaps  t«n  millions ;  bnt,  on  that  sub- 
ject we  could  act  more  advisedly  at  the  next 
tesdon,  when  we  should  better  know  the  effect 
of  the  last  tariff.  For  himself,  he  was  de~ 
cidedly  of  opinion  that  duties  to  that  amount 
ongbt  to  be  repealed,  aud,  in  the  recess,  he 
wonld  prepare  a  bill  with  a  view  to  that  object, 
which  he  thought  he  could  sabmit  early  in  the 
■ewion.  Bnt  he  was  nnwilling  to  tonch  the 
snl^cot  daring  the  present  session,  for  it  was 


Mr.  JosHSTON,  of  Louidana,  sud  he  wonld 
reply  to  the  first  resolution,  which  proposee  to 
authorize  the  purchase  of  the  pnUio  debt  in 
the  market.  He  stud  he  thought  it  pramatnre 
to  pass  a  law  at  this  session,  which  most  be  in- 
operative for  two  years  to  come,  and  which 
wonld,  in  effect,  supersede  all  other  modes  of 
employing  the  public  money,  whatever  might 
be  the  fature  opinion  of  Oongrees. 

'Mr.  J.  remOTEed,  that  we  uioold  have  ample 
employment  for  our  fhnds  during  1839  and 
1880.  He  eaXa  there  was  redeemable,  during 
the  present  year,  16,279,823  dollars  of  stocl^ 
bearing  six  per  cent.,  and  there  was  a  stock  of 
1,689,880  dollars^  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent., 
payable  half  this  year  and  half  the  next; 
which,  with  the  aocrning  interest,  will  moke  a 
sum  neariv  eqnal  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  t«n 
mitliouB,  lor  two  yean.  This  stock  bears  a 
high  rate  of  interest,  and  above  the  market 
rate  of  money,  and  which  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  Treosnry  to  pay  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  tiie  year  1881  there  will  be  no  stocks  re- 
deemable, and  consequently,  we  may  calculate 
on  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollws  in  that 
year,  for  which  Congress  must  provide  befbre 
that  time  arrives  But,  he  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  too  soon  now  to  provide  for  the  purchase 
of  stocks,  which  oonld  not  be  effected  under 
two  years.  While  one  gentleman  proposes  to 
pnrehase  our  stocks  in  the  market,  another 
suggests  the  expediency  of  dividing  this  sum 
among  the  several  States;  another  claims  a 
portion  of  it  for  great  national  improvements ; 
another  thinks  that  will  be  a  proper  time  to 
commence  a  rednction  of  the  duties.  The 
pnbho  mind  is  not  yet  snffloiently  formed  and 
expressed  on  these  propositions.  Ve  require 
facta,  and  time  for  deliberation.  The  next  will 
be  a  long  session,  and  we  shall  then  have  the 
benefit  of  a  fail  discussion ;  and  the  sesrion 
after  IBSO-'Sl,  will  be  in  good  time  to  decida 
what  ought  to  be  done  wilii  the  revenue  of 
1881. 

The  gentleman  tram  IDssouii  proposes  now 
to  pass  a  law  to  onthorice,  at  that  tdme,  the 
purchase  of  the  stock.  Tus  may  become  the 
most  judicious  siiplication  of  the  money,  bat  it 
is  premature,  ana  nnneceasary  now  to  nve  the 
authority.  When  we  go  into  the  mipket,  we 
may  not  be  able  to  bny  our  stock  at  its  par 
value;  indeed,  we  know  we  must  pay  more ; 
and  the  very  fact  of  going  into  the  market  to 

fiurchase  so  large  a  sum  will  raise  the  price. 
t  will  be  advisable,  at  the  next  sesedon,  to  as- 
certain what  can  be  done  in  the  market,  with 
the  fund  holders,  to  le^pslate  advisedly— upcm 
that  information  my  opinion  will  be  formed. 
Hr.  J.  Bud  the  gentleman  has  suggeatcd  the 
propriety  of  purdiasiiw  the  thirteen  millions 
of  three  per  cents.  The  propriety  of  that 
must  d^nd  on  the  price  at  which  they  could 
be  bought.  If  they  most  be  purehased  at  par, 
that  is,  100  for  100,  then  we  dispose  of  our 
money  for  three  per  oent,  which  we  are  sot 
prepared  to  do  fbr  the  present.    The  three  per 
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oenta  are  now  Belling  at  85  on  the  100.  tiiat  is, 
eqoal  to  an  investmeiit  at  $8  68  per  oent., 
which  la  less  than  the  market  rate  of  toterest. 
This  arises  ohieflr  from  the  fnot,  that  thia  stock 
will,  before  manj  jeara,  be  paid  off  at  100, 
when  the  holdera  wUl  retJize  Ifi  dollars  on  each 
share,  which  will  bring  the  stock  to  4  or  4^  per 
cent,  eqnal  to  the  value  of  money  in  the  mar- 
ket. The  price  of  thia  atock  is  now  estimated 
at  100  for  100,  in  making  a  oalonlation  of  its 
Talne.  Thia  stock  conld  not  be  porchased  at 
86,  because  the  holders  now  see  it  will  ere  long 
be  redeemed,  and,  when  redeemed,  most  be 
taken  at  100. 

Ht.  J.  expltuned  bow  the  average  bslanoes 
in  the  Bank  had  been,  so  lar^;  which  was 
owing  to  several  large  soma  l;mg  over,  onem- 
{itojfta,  which  would  never  occnr  again ;  that 
portions  of  this  sum  were  in  traoritn  trom 
place  to  place ;  that  the  Bank  ooold  not  em- 
ploy its  capital,  mnch  less  avail  itself  of  the 
use  of  these  balances.  It  is  known  that  ahont 
sixteen  miUions  of  the  revenue  is  received  in 
New  York,  where  the  cwital  of  the  Branch 
does  not  exceed  two  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  where  the  discoonta  do 
not  exceed  foni  to  five  millions.  The  gentle- 
man proposes  to  make  the  Bank  onj  int«reBt 
for  these  nnoertun  balances,  whicu,  at  most, 
are  only  nnapplied  balances  of  sppropriationB. 

U>.  J.  sai^  the  Bsnk  has  given  ua  |I,500,000 
for  the  bonna,  the  interest  on  which  alone 
would  exceed  the  intereat  doe  on  tim  balances. 
Beeidee  this,  thej  receive  and  paj  ont,  without 
compensation  for  the  labor  or  the  risk  on  the 
exidiange.  more  than  twenty  millions  a  year. 
The  Bank  will  tell  yon  to  nse  yonr  money,  if 
yon  desire  to  draw  it,  in  any  way  or  at  any 
time ;  but  that  they  cannot  pBj  the  interest, 
because  they  cannot  «nploy  it.  Mr.  J.  sud, 
that  Hr.  Crawford  was  indnced,  in  1831,  to 
give  the  loan  (among  other  reasons)  to  the 
Bank,  beoanse  they  conld  not  employ  tbeir 
Ainds,  of  which  we  were  a  large  stocuiolder. 
Ur.  J.  Bud,  we  had  a  large  equivalent  from  the 
Bank  in  the  safety  and  management  of  our 
ftinds  for  the  nae  of  the  balances.  Wo  ought 
to  deal  justly  with  them.  K  they  pay  ns  the 
interest,  which  will  not  exceed  tlSO,000  s  year, 
we  mnsVpay  them  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  their  services.  Hr.  J.  concluded  by  saying, 
the  proposition  now  anbmitted  was,  in  his 
Judgment,  premature,  and  the  law  nnnecessary. 

Mr.  BjmroH  had  a  remark  to  make  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  fh>m  Loidsiana,  (Mr.  Johnston,) 
which  was,  that  all  these  statements  about  the 
amount  and  use  of  the  balances  would  come 
much  better  when  they  oame  ofBoially,  as  he 
hoped  they  would,  from  the  President  of  the 
Bank.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of  actual 
balances,  of  whidi  he  had  only  eiliibit«d  the 
average,  he  preanmed  the  Senate  would  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  as  they 
had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
at«.  Their  amount  would  then  be  seen  to  be 
great,  astonishingly  great     He  differed  fhim 
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the  gentleman  as  to  the  proper  time  for  thia 
debate.  He  did  not  think  it  premature;  aa 
the  contrary,  it  was  hardly  early  enough.  He 
himself  had  begun,  about  a  year  ago,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  great  subjeot 
of  eztingnisbing  the  public  debt,  and  abt^idi- 
ing  ten  millions  of  duties.  The  sabject  wu 
just  beginnuig  to  take  root  in  the  public  mind, 
and  there  was  now  hardly  time  for  the  people 
to  think,  to  make  up  their  minds,  and  to  make 
known  their  minds,  before  Congress  wotild 
have  to  act.  The  subject  was  one  of  vsst  o«»- 
sequence  in  principle,  and  of  great  eit«nt  in 
detail.  The  Committee  of  Finance  had  report- 
ed forty-five  articles  on  which  duties  mifht  be 
abolished  witbont  injury  to  domeetic  Wastry. 
He,  Hr.  B.,  would  add  fifteen  arUcles  more,  of 
which  two,  namely,  blankets  and  stroods,  for 
the  Indian  trade,  were  of  the  first  moment  to 
his  constituents  euKaged  in  the  fur  trade ;  and 
three  otheni,  nam^y,  tin,  copper,  and  hraas,  in 
plates  or  sheeta,  fit  for  mannfactoring  ba% 
were  of  great  moment  to  the  nomerous  manu- 
facturers of  these  articles,  and  to  the  still  more 
numerous  class  who  use  the  futides  after  they 
ore  m&nn&ctnred.  The  payment  of  the  debt, 
and  the  consequent  abolition  of  duties,  will  b% 
the  teat  of  new  parties.  None  will  stand  up 
openly  for  the  continuance  of  the  debt;  biit 
innumerable  operations  wUl  be  carried  on  to 
diminish  the  revenue,  or  to  squander  it ;  the 
effect,  if  not  the  oliject  of  which,  will  be  to 
perpetuat«  the  debt  He,  Hr,  B.,  was  sgaiml 
partial  reductions  of  duty  to  Himiniah  the  reve- 
nue and  to  oontiune  the  debt,  to  relieve  one 
part  of  the  community,  and  leave  tbe  burthens 
upon  another;  he  was  for  abolition,  when  the 
whole  list  coidd  bo  taken  np. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  FiuHno& 

Tum>i.x,  Jannar;  18. 
ZHttrOtUioinif  the  £Mmtte. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
took  up  the  following  bill : 

"Bt  it  macUd,  Ac.  That  the  Becretuy  of  tte 
Treasury  be  aathoriied  and  required,  under  HRh 
regulations  as  he  may  think  proper  to  pnaeribe,  to 
divide  snmuUy  among  the  several  Blatei  of  the 
nnion.  In  tbe  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  aU  iikmmji  ia 
the  "Treasury,  not  otherwise  approiKiated,  on  tin 
first  day  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of  June 
in  every  succeeding  year. 

"  Bee  S.  And  hs  U  further  maettd,  Tbst,  of  tba 
annual  euoi  of  ten  miUiona  of  doUats  appropriated 
to  tbo  sinking  fund  by  the  secocd  seclioD  of  tbe  ut 
of  tbe  third  of  Uarch.  one  thousand  eight  bundred 
and  seventeen,  endlled  '  An  act  to  proride  for  tba 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,'  five  miUioM  b«  »p- 
propriated  to  tbe  fund  to  be  dirided  smang  the 
States,  as  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  umaiU^ 
after  the  year  oce  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine ;  and  that  ao  much  of  tbe  residne  of  tlie 
said  nt)rin*1  flom  of  ten  millious  of  doUon,  as  ibaU 
not,oa  theflnt  day  of  June  of  any  year,  ban  bMB 
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KpfSed  to  the  redemption  of  the  publlo  debt,  ehsll 
be  appropriated  to  the  hnd  to  be  dirided  among 
Ibe  Btat«a  as  afoteeaid." 

Mr.  DiOKKRSOir  (who  introduced  the  bill) 
■TOM  sad  said,  that,  two  Tears  Bgo,  when  this 
mtgect  wta  under  disaDSfflon,  he  endeavored  to 
ihow  the  ueeesBlty  of  proTiding,  In  time,  for 
the  proper  direction  oi  onr  funda — when  onr 
pabho  debt  shall  be  pud ;  when  the  great 
works  for  national  defence  shall  be  oompletod ; 
and  when  the  demands  upon  oor  TreasniT', 
powing  out  of  the  conseqnences  of  the  revoln- 
tionw7  and  late  wars,  shall  be  redaced  to  a 
■naS  amonnt.  He  then  endeavored  to  show 
&at,  whatever  Kjttem  should  be  adopted  for 
Uus  purpose,  it  onght  to  commence  beiore  the 
entire  extingniahment  of  the  public  debt :  and 
he  further  attempted  to  show  the  extreme  dan- 
ger of  a  lai^B  surplus  in  our  Treasnry,  nnless 
niMect  to  some  well-digeeted  and  previously 
setued  regulation  for  ite  dispoeaL 

I  thcnicht  then,  as  I  do  now,  said  Ur.  D., 
that,  wiu  a  pnnwr  retrenohment  of  our  ex- 
penditures, we  might  divert  a  lai^  mm,  annii- 
allf,  in  addition  to  the  ten  millions  appronri- 
stM  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  towards  the  reaao- 
tion  of  Uie  publie  debt ;  b;  which,  the  mo- 
ment of  its  final  redemption  mixht  be  greatly 
hastened.  Believing,  however,  that  no  propo- 
ntion  to  divert  from  the  present  objects  of  ex- 
peaditnre  anj  considerable  portion  of  onr  rev- 
enue, would  be  well  received,  I  shall  consider 
Uie  subject  as  if  no  more  than  ten  mUliona  of 
dollan  a  year  were  to  be  applied  to  the  re- 
duction of  QxB  public  debt 

At  this  rate,  however,  it  is  rapidlj  drawing 
to  a  dose.  By  a  calcidation  wUch  I  bad  the 
honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  it  appears  that, 
by  the  annual  application  of  the  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  onr  debt,  except  that  bearing  an  inter- 
eat  of  three  per  cent,  and  the  United  States 
Bank  loan,  may  be  eztingnisbed  on  the  Ist  day 
of  July,  1S8B  ;  and  leaving,  on  that  day,  a  sur- 
[das  of  $MS,06S  28.  But,  as  more  than  two 
miUiooB  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent  stocii 
is  not  redeemable  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, ISU,  and  as  more  than  four  and  a  half 
mOlioaa  of  our  five  per  cent,  debt  is  not  re- 
deemable befbre  the  first  day  of  January,  188S, 
there  will  be  a  large  surplne  in  onr  Treasnry, 
between  the  yean  1832  and  18S5,  not  applica- 
ble to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  under 
Hie  preaent  regnlation  of  the  Binking  Fund. 

It  is  propowd,  by  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, to  appropriate,  after  the  Ist  of  January, 
1S30,  five  millions  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the 
fund  for  dietribntion ;  still,  however,  subject  to 
the  cootnJ  of  Oongresa;  aa  no  more  la  to  be 
divided  than  may  be  found  in  the  Treasury  un- 
appropriated, on  the  first  day  of  June  in  that 
year,  and  on  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  anc- 
ceedingyeor. 

By  this  arrangement^  the  public  debt — ex- 
cept the  three  per  cents  and  Bank  loan — might 
be  extinmiished  ou  the  first  day  of  January, 
18S6,  and  fort?  millions  of  dollars  distributed 


mst  as  the  public  good  requires  that  it  should 
be  reduced,  it  would  speedily  brins  Into  opera- 
tion a  fund  for  snch  oljecta  of  education  uid 
Internal  improvement,  as  the  States  might 
think  proper  to  adopt ;  and  gradually  introduce 
a  safe  system  for  the  disposal  of  our  surplus 
ftmds,  after  the  extinguishment  of  onr  debt; 
and  which,  after  all  the  reductions  of  revenne 
that  can  or  will  be  adopted,  will  not  tall  short 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

Of  this  featnre  of  the  bilL  however,  I  am 
not  particulaHy  tenaoions.  Should  the  whole 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt,  till  the  first  of  January,  1S81, 
or  1883,  the  States  would  wtit  the  longer  for 
the  funds,  which  are  extremely  necesBory  to 
their  purposes,  and  which  they  oonld  apply  to 
the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  country, 
bnt  the  debt  woold  be  the  sooner  extiDguished. 
Even  if  this  part  of  the  bill  should  be  altogether 
omitted,  still  its  most  important  objects  wonld 
be  answered,  and  many  objections  to  it  obvi- 
ated. If  the  bill  shoTud  emiply  provide,  that 
after  the  first  day  of  Jnne,  of  tne  next,  ana 
every  snooeeding  year,  the  unappropriated 
moneys  in  the  Treasnry  should  be  divided 
among  the  States,  in  the  ratio  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  that  snoh  parts  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd, 
as.  In  any  year,  should  not  he  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  public  debt,  shonld  be  consid- 
ered as  unappropriated  money,  the  most  impor- 
tr.nt  objects  in  view  would  be  attained.  The 
States  would  nltlmateljr,  and  in  a  short  time^ 
have  the  benefit  of  their  ftnds ;  and  the  incon- 
venience and  extreme  danger  of  a  large  snrplus 
in  the  United  States  Treasury,  to  be  legislated 
away  by  Congress,  would  be  avoided. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  oonstitntionality  of 
the  measure  proposed  in  this  biU.  Others  may 
have.  The  dontits  of  some,  as  to  the  constitu* 
tional  powers  of  Congress,  if  adopted  by  a  ma- 
jority, would  put  an  end  to  some  of  the  most 
important  and  indispensable  objeota  of  Isola- 
tion ;  while  others  seem  to  consider  no  provi- 
sion in  the  constitution  as  an  Impediment  to 
the  exercise  of  the  will  of  Congress.  I  am  with 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  rigid  construction 
of  the  constitution ;  but  not  too  rigid.  Among 
the  ennmerated  powers  of  Congress,  is  that  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States ;  and  they  are  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  nec«t*ary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  tH  other  powers  vested  by  the 
constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  Department  or  office  there- 
of. It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  ascer- 
t^  the  exact  extent  and  limits  of  the  powers 
vested  in  Oongresa  by  this  provision  of  our 
eonatitntion.  Had  the  members  of  the  federal 
convention  been  required  to  define  those 
powers,  they  would  probably  have  been  aa 
much  at  a  loss  as  we  are.  It  was  nndonbtedly 
intended,  however,  by  thia  provirion,  to  veat 
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in  Congress,  a  bodj  of  vhict  there  was  the 
least  jaaloaay,  a  power  not  otherwise  grentod, 
but  absolutely  oecessur  to  the  perfection  of  the 
Bfstem — a  power  which  it  was  impos^ble  ao- 
onratelj  to  define^  or  upon  the  exact  limits  of 
vhich  the  convention  could  not  agree.  It  was 
an  expedient  to  avoid  difficulties  at  the  moment, 
that  might  otherwise  hare  been  fonnd  inanr- 
moontable,  adopted  ,nnder  an  impreHsion  that, 
beiog  Hubordinate  to  the  other  provisions  of  the 
constitation,  it  might  be  sofelj  tmsted  to  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  States.  The  power,  however,  has  limite, 
and  narrow  limits.  It  most  1)6  exercised  in 
strict  accordance  with,  and  in  sobordination  to, 
the  other  provisions  and  prinoiplea  of  the  ooa- 
atitntioDj  tU  range  must  be  confined  hj  the 
words  neeeuary  and  proper;  and  most,  in  no 
case,  infringe  the  rights  of  States  or  indivi- 

Mr,  SiOTH,  of  Uar;land,  said,  he  vaa  of 

Sinion.  with  the  gentleman  from  IGssoori, 
at,  whan  the  pnblio  debt  was  extingnished,  it 
vaa  better,  instead  of  cootinning  to  raise  a 
revenue,  to  leave  in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens 
the  snrploa  which  the  gentleman  proposed  to 
divide  aioon^  the  states.  It  was  better  to  re- 
duce the  dntiea  on  imports,  the  resnlt  of  which 
would  be  chewier.  Was  it  not  better  that  citi- 
Kena  abonld  be  relieved  &om  a  part  of  their 
bordena,  to  decrease  the  ezpenaes  of  every 
family  in  the  United  Stat^  than  to  raise  a 
revenue  not  wanted  by  the  conntryt  He 
thought  it  was. 

In  relation  to  distributing  thesnrplus  revenacL 
the  effect  of  it  if  ould  be,  that  every  State  wonld 
rep«al  its  own  lawa,  levying  tazea  for  its  own 
support^  and  look  to  the  General  Qoyemment 
for  support  ThoB  the  several  States  would  be 
subservient  to  the  General  Government,  giving 
that  Government  a  power  most  dangerooa. 

Oongresa,  in  the  next  place,  had  no  right  to 
raise  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  diatribotdng 
it ;  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  coold  cot 
find,  in  all  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress, 
any  aathorizinK  it  to  raise  a  revenue,  except  for 
ite  support,  ana  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
pubhc  debt.  Under  the  name  of  revenue,  the 
Government  had  already  given  large  bounties, 
for  he  would  call  them  bounties,  to  the  woollen 
manufacturers ;  the  revenue  was  wanted  for  the 
protection  of  the  woollen  mann&ctorers.  When 
a  dntr  was  imposed  opon  cotton,  it  was  said 
that  the  manufacturers  would,  in  a  few  yeara, 
supply  all  the  demand  of  the  country,  and  be 
enabled  to  export.  It  was  true  it  varied  in 
different  yeap,  but  the  araonnt  annually  ex- 
ported waa  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars.  It 
was  expected,  in  1816,  that  this  would  be  the 
case ;  it  was  expected  that  the  domeatio  wonld 
drive  all  the  foreign  manufacturers  out  of  the 
country,  and  it  turned  out  to  be  true  at  first, 
but,  afterwards^  it  was  fonnd  that  the  importa- 
tions were  finally  greater,  notwithstanding  the 
first  diminution;  it  wonld  be  the  aame  with 
woollens,  else  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
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gentJemsn's  bill,  for  there  would  be  no  revenue 
to  distribute. 
Mr.  Hi.'nrs  said,  that  the  DnwodllMi  of  the 

CUeman  from  New  Jersey  bad  gi^ed  favor 
n  the  public,  and  some  countenance  even  in 
this  Eonae,  from  a  misunderstanding  which  bad 
gone  abroad,  as  to  its  true  character.      The 


ing  question  of  internal  improvement ;  not  only 
that  ne  had  settled  the  constitotjonal  question, 
but  that  the  whole  anbjeot  waa  hereafter  to  be 
set  at  rest  But  what  do  yon  find,  upon  look- 
ing at  the  bill!  It  does  not  even  propose  to 
settle  thatquestioD.  It  haa  no  more  to  do  with 
it  than  it  lias  with  the  military  or  naval  eetal^ 
lishmest.  It  amply  provides,  that  all  the  nn 
appropriated  money  reoudning  in  the  Treasury 


millionB  of  dolJais  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd  shall  be 
applied  in  the  same  way.  But  are  there  to  be 
no  more  calls  for  money  for  internal  improve- 
meuts  t  Are  there  to  be  no  more  cltuma  pre- 
sented upon  thia  fioor  t  Are  there  to  be  no 
more  Ohio  and  Cheeapeake  Canals !  Ko  more 
Louisville  and  ForQaod  Canals  t  So  more  im- 
provements to  be  specially  provided  fori  No, 
sir,  there  will  not  be  a  cent  of  revenue  to  dis- 
tribute, except  the  five  millions  taken  from  the 
Sinking  Fund.  And  this  is  the  snm  and  anb- 
stance  of  the  biU.  It  doea  not  even  touch  t^e 
queation  which  it  is  supposed  to  settle.  It 
depends  upon  entirely  different  principles,  and 
has  different  objects  from  those  discussed  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey.  That  gentle- 
man had,  indeed,  given  a  faithnd  {doture  of  the 
state  of  things  nnder  the  present  ^atem — of  the 
scramblea,  quarrels,  and  heart  borninga ;  bat 
hia  bill  does  not  set  them  at  rest  nor  even  at- 
tempt to  do  so.  He  repeated,  that,  if  the  bill 
passed  to-morrow,  it  wonld  never  ato^  the  a|>- 
plication  of  one  dollar  for  internal  miprove- 

The  gentleman  seemed  tP  think  there  would 
be  some  advantage  in  raidng  the  revenne,  even 
if  it  was  not  wanted,  for  tae  mere  purpose  of 
distributing  it;  but  could  any  thing  be  more 
shoddng  to  the  common  sense  of  muikind  than 
the  idea  of  levying  taxea  for  the  sake  of  rctom- 
ing  the  money  so  rused  back  again  to  the 
pockets  of  the  people  from  whom  it  was  ex- 
acted I  Was  it  the  object  of  the  gentleman  to 
support  an  army  of  tta-gatherera,  who  should 
suDsist  by  rusing  money  that  was  not  wanted  t 
Or  was  it  the  object  of  the  gentleman  to  have 
the  eyes  of  all  the  States  fixed  upon  the  Eeder^ 
Government,  and  have  them  live  nnder  the 
apprehension  that  in  that  Government  rested 
the  power  to  fhmiah  them  with  money  for  State 

gnrposes?  Or  was  it  the  object  to  have  the 
tates  fed  by  the  General  Govermnent,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  them  in  subserviency  to  it  9 
Borne  one  of  these  objects  must  be  prc^Kwed. 
The  project  could  not  be  snst^ed  for  a  tnoment, 
merely  on  the  gronud  that  the  General  Goram- 
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ment  waa  going  to  the  tronble  and  expense  of 
ct^ecting  this  monej,  in  order  to  hare  the 
E^euore  of  returning  it  to  the  geveral  States. 
Then,  again,  let  it  be  specialljaoted  that  it  vaa 
not  to  be  returned  in  tne  ratjo  of  consamption, 
Qtj  wMoh  it  waa  raised,]  hnt  in  the  ratio  of 
direct  taxation.  The  gentlemEin  had  advocated 
the  pasaage  of  his  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it 
wonld  be  easier  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
raiw  this  revenue  and  retnm  it,  than  it  would 
be  for  each  State  to  raiao  snfScient  for  its  own 
pnrpoflea;  bnt,  when  the  constitatioii  was 
formed,  was  it  ever  imaged  that  the  States 
wonM  require  the  aid  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
meot  to  levy  taxes  fbr  domestic  pnrposes,  within 
their  individoal  boundaries  I 

Sappodng  Uie  hill  to  have  passed,  what  was 
to  be  the  effect  f  The  Qovemment  has  the 
rnmeT^,  and  we,  in  the  States,  are  to  be  pat  in 
the  ritnadon  of  mendicants,  scrambling,  as  it 
haa  been  described,  for  a  portion  of  onr  own 
mitttej.  We  are  to  have  doled  oat  to  ns,  as  a 
fin'or,  the  money  whioh  has  been  first  drawn 
from  onr  own  pockets.  Supposing  the  conatitn- 
tional  qneetion  to  be  setUed,  if  the  Govern' 
ment  hiu  the  ri^t  to  give  this  money,  so  it  has 
ttie  right  to  withhold  it ;  thus  keeping  the 
States foreTerinastato of  sobaervienoy,  putting 
them,  he  presomedj  on  their  good  befaaTior. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  is  still  more 
olgectionable  than  the  first  What  is  it!  Why, 
the  oMMt  is  to  apply,  in  Uie  same  objectionable 
way,  tne  ftmds  set  ajnat  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt — to  postpone  indefinitely  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt. 

This  brought  np,  at  once,  the  question, 
whether  oar  nstitma]  debt  ever  ought  to  be 
paid  t  Whether  a  national  debt  was  indeed  a 
national  blessing — a  question  whioh  had  divid- 
ed the  etateemen  of  Europe  from  the  beginning 
of  time,  bat  (Ht  whioh  he  had  hoped  we  were 
more  united.  Several  years  ago,  Oongrees  had 
solemnly  set  ^lart  ten  millions  annnallj  aa  a 
ffinking  Fond,  aod  had  saoredly  pledged  this 
ten  miSioiu  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statos, 
to  pay  the  national  debt  He  believed  that  the 
act  waa  one  of  the  wisest  in  the  statute  book. 
He  believed  that  the  debt  ooald  not  be  ptdd  off 
too  toon.  Oongreaa  oonld  not  tell  how  long  the 
eoantrT-  waa  to  be  in  a  state  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity ;  the  revenae  mif^t  &i^  or  a  war,  or 
other  uDforeaeen  oiromnrtaiiMa  might  ariae,  to 
thwart  their  expectations. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  offered 
two  statemKkts,  one  showing  that,  by  the  regu- 
lar operatioa  of  the  Sinking  Fon^  the  debt 
wonla  be  exting^oished  in  the  year  1633 ;  the 
other  showing  that,  by  his  plan  of  delaying  liie 
pajrment  of  a  certain  portion,  for  the  purpose 
of  distribntjng  it,  the  debt  would  not  be  extin- 
goi^ted  until  the  year  1836.  The  propoaitioD 
waa,  then,  to  prolong  the  period  for  the  pay- 
mei^  of  the  national  debt  for  five  years.  The 
gentleman  had  asserted  that  there  would  be  8 
oifficnhy  in  paying  this  debt,  because  a  portion 
ofit  waauotredeeDUbte.    From  hia  statement, 


it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  it  was  redeemable 
by  1683,  except  two  auma,  which,  inconsidera- 
ble, (less  than  {7,000,000,}  was  to  nm  for  a  few 
years  longer ;  but  could  there  be  any  difficulty 
in  redeeming,  even  by  purohaae,  at  the  market 
price,  sevrai  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  year 
1688,  if  the  eoontry  continued  ina  state  of  pros- 
perity I  He  contended  that  they  oonld  redeem 
the  whole  of  it  (for  it  bore  only  4i  or  6  per 
cent  intoreet)*ty  purnhaae,  at  any  time,  after 
ttie  manner  proposed  by  tJie  gentleman  from 
Uissouri.  The  stock  cotud  be  obtained  at  par, 
or  a  little  above  it ;  and  he  took  it  for  granted, 
that  by  the  pasaase  of  a  titMlj/  act,  the  whole  of 
the  fbnr  and  a  half  and  five  per  cents  would  be 
obtained.  The  gentleman  from  Now  Jersey 
had  argued  that  it  was  wrong  to  purchase  etook 
which  bore  a  less  interest  than  money  was 
worth  in  the  market;  bat  ib.  H.  was  of 
opinion  that  the  debt  sbonld  be  pnrchased  np 
and  extinguished  as  fast  as  it  could  be  done 
conveniently.  He  considered  money,  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  not  only  as  bearing  no  intorest  at 

Sbut  SB  aetnslly  fifty  per  c^nt.  below  par  in 
ne,  tbr  it  would  lie  there  to  be  squandered, 
and  be  always  subject  to  the  general  "  scram- 
ble "  of  the  States,  which  had  been  described  by 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Bkntok  rose  to  read  some  extraota  from 
a  debate  in  the  British  House  of  Oommona, 
aboat  a  hundred  years  ago,  on  a  proportion 
of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  now  occupied 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  En^nd  then 
had  a  small  debt,  not  much  larger  thui  the  debt 
of  the  Unltod  States  was  at  praeent ;  she  had 
a  Sinking  Fnnd  also,  under  the  operation  of 
which  her  debt  waa  annnalh^  melting  away; 
and  she  enjoyed  a  season  of  peace— the  long 
peace  under  the  timid  admiuiatration  (tf  Bfr 
Robert  Walpole,  in  which  the  debt  might  have 
been  paid  off.  The  clrcnmstanoes  of  the  two 
oonotriee,  with  respect  to  their  debt,  were  aa 
alike  as  possible ;  that  is  to  say,  the  conditiut 
of  England  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  that  of 
the  United  States  now.  In  these  circmnstaaoeij 
Bir  Robert  Walpole  made  a  molitm  to  divert 
£SOO,000  from  the  Endi  A  Sinking  Fund,  aa  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr,  Diokkbsos, 
who  Hr.  B.  was  sorry  to  name  in  oompanr 
with  Sir  Robert  Walpole)  now  proposes  to  di- 
vert five  miUions  annually  from  oar  Sinking 
Fond.  The  motion  of  the  T^gHah  minister  was 
supported  by  all  the  commonplace  argnmente 
in  mitigatJon  and  in  favor  of  the  pubUo  debt, 
as,  that  a  debt  increased  the  wealtb  of  a  oomi- 
try,  and  gave  stability  to  the  Govenunent; 
that  the  then  debt  of  Englwd  waa  inconsidera- 
ble, and  might  be  pud  at  any  time ;  that  the 
public  creditors  were  in  no  hurry  to  recdve, 
and  that  the  money,  for  the  present,  could 
be  used  more  beneficially  for  other  purposes. 
The  opposition  members,  however,  from  wboee 
speeches  I  prop(Me  to  read  extracts,  were  op- 
posed to  all  these  doctrines.  These  membere 
were  the  Iron  Beuxins  of  the  day,  sneh  as  Lord 
Chatham,  afterwards  otatraated  with  the  Silken 
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Buoas  of  A  later  period.  Tbej  btui  tbe  beat  of 
the  ugnment,  and  their  propbeoie&  nnhftppiljr 
tor  their  oomttrj.  have  beoome  its  bistorj. 
But  the  IGmater  had  the  beet  of  it  at  TotiaK, 
and  his  motion  preratled.  He  saco«eded  m 
violating  the  Biuriog  Fond — in  diverting  one- 
half  of  ita  amoimt  from  its  proper  object,  to 
obJectBoftracnent  interest  ana  soDordinate  im- 

Krtance.  Tha  conaequenoea  were  anoh  aa  had 
en  foretold  bj  the  Iron  BaroOii 

The  eeaaoii  of  peace  paaaed  away ;  the  long 
and  timid  administration  of  Walpole  itself  pass- 
ed away ;  the  debt  was  nnpdd ;  sacoeemve 
wars  oame  on ;  and  the  debt,  wbioh  was  then 
node  BO  light  of  bj  the  Minister,  rapid];  erew 
up  to  a  fri^tfbl  amoont ;  aoon  overwheltned 
the  eoQnb7  with  taxes,  and  banished  all  idea 
of  ever  seeing  it  p^.  The  example,  Mr.  B. 
hoped,  woold  not  be  lost  iipoD  the  Uiutod  States, 
the  chUd  of  England.  The  experience  of  the 
mother,  he  hombly  trusted,  wonld  not  be  lost 
iip(m  the  daof^ter,  as  the  experience  <tf  nvents 
is  too  often  lost  upon  their  <^dren.  History 
waa  s^tobe  philosophy  teaching  by  example; 
he  hoped  thia  moral  and  sablime  teaoher  would 
not  lavish  her  leeeoos  in  vtin  upon  the  Ameri- 
can Senate. 

Mr.  B.  Joined  in  the  wish  expressed  by  tiie 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatub,)  that 
the  debt  of  the  United  Stat«s  might  be  paid  off 
under  the  ensning  administration.  He  eon- 
onrred  with  that  Senator  In  the  meannre  of  the 
new  fame  which  saeh  a  oonanmmation  would 
confer  npon  General  Jackaon. 

Obeerring  aome  Benators  to  smUe,  Mr.  B. 
spoke  op  with  animation  and  vehemence,  re- 
peating what  be  had  said,  and  even  going  so 
for  as  to  say  that  the  new  neadent  woold  have 
M  bard,  or  harder  work  in  baffling  tiie  enemies 
to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  .than  be  had  in  van- 
qniBhing  the  Britiah  at  New  Orleans ;  for  there 
he  had  his  enemy  in  front,  and  saw  what  be 
waa  at,  but  here  lie  wonld  nave  his  opponents 
on  bia  flank  and  rear,  covered  np  in  masks  and 
dlBgoises,  laboring  to  accomplisa  what  would 
not  be  avowed.  No  one  would  now  stand  np 
and  aay  "apablio  debtwasapnbUcbleaaing;  " 
but  many  wonld  practise  upon  the  maxim,  and 
endeavor  to  perpetuate  onra,  by  withholding  the 
means  of  paying  it;  by  abolishing  duties 
beforehand,  and  preventing  the  acqniaition  of 
revenne,  or  by  sqnandering  it  upon  all  sorts  of 
objiecta. 

Mr.  B.  read  the  following  extracts  from  the 
de)>«t«a  to  which  he  alluded : 

Sir  Waiiim  P^lMneg.—"  The  ffinkbg  Fond,  that 


n  the  peo^  of  this  nation,  onght 
toacbcd;  no  coondentton  whatever  ought 
v^  with  lu  to  convert  th^t  fund  to  any  use  but  that 
for  which  it  wu  originally  deigned.  It  hu,  of  late, 
too  often  been  robbsd — I  beg  pardon,  sir,  robbing 
il  a  tlaTSh  word,  I  will  not  say  robbed — but  I  muat 
My  that,  upon  sevaral  occadoni,  there  have  been 
ciHX^derable  auma  anlpped  away  from  it." 


[J« 
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JohK  Sanumi — "  The  credltots  of  tte  pabUe 
are,  perbapa,  at  preaent,  unwUling  to  be  paid  off, 
becanae  they  have  a  greater  Interest  for  their  mouey 
&Dm  the  public  than  tbey  can  have  anywhere  elM. 
But,  let  their  Inclinatlooa  be  what  tbn'  ideaee,  it  is 
certainly  the  intenat  of  the  nation  to  navetlinnill 
pud  off;  the  sooner  it  b  done,  ttw  happieritwlllbe 
for  the  nation,  and  therefore  no  part  of  what  is  ap- 
propriated to  tllalr  payniGnt  ought  to  be  codveitid 
to  any  other  use.  Their  unviUlngiieaa  to  reanve 
payment  Ii  ao  far  from  being  an  argument  igaiDit 
paying  tliem  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  >hon  that 
tliey  uve  a  better  bargain  from  die  public  Ihia 
the  same  way,  have  from  my  athtf 

Sir  WUlioM  frynfOam.—"  The  SinklTig  Pund  ia 
fund  I  have  always  had  the  greatest  Teuentlon 
for ;  I  look  on  it  as  a  sacred  fund,  a]^ropriated  to 
the  relieving  the  nation  from  that  load  of  debti  and 
taxes  it  now  groana  onder.  •  •  •  •  ■ 
I  have,  indeed,  been  always  afraid  that  aome  ente^ 
prising  Minister  might  be  tempted  to  saiie  ova  It, 
or  some  part  of  it,  In  time  of  war ;  bat  I  btcla 
dreamt  of  seeing  any  attempts  made  n 


e  part  of  it,  In  time  of  n 
of  seeing  any  attempts  made  upon  It  in  i 
time  of  the  moat  profoand  tranquillity.  It  ii  to  m 


a  melancholy  consideration  to  think  of  the  p . 
vast  load  of  the  national  debt — a  debt  of  no  lea 
Uiin  forty-flre  nulliona  and  upwards,  and  that  tQ 
contracted  nnce  the  ReTolutioo  (1688).  Tiiii  miut 
be  a  melancholy  consideration  to  every  geotlemu 
that  has  any  concern  for  hie  country's  hipjsiiea ; 
but  if  the  motion  now  made  to  na  shall  be  agreed 
to,  how  dismal  will  this  conalderadoo  b«  reuaered 
when  we  reflect  apon  the  little  appearance  there 
will  then  be  of  this  debt's  ever  bdng  pud.  Il  the 
public  expense  never  to  be  lessened  T  Arethepeo 
pie  of  England  always  to  pay  the  same  heBvy  and 
grievous  taxes  t  Surely,  air,  if  there  is  ever  a  time 
to  be  looked  for  of  easlDg  the  people  of  this  nation, 
the  present  is  the  lime  for  doing  it.  ■  •  •  • 
To  tills  the  moUon  now  made  is  directly  contnr} ; 
for,  the  not  paying  off  an  old  debt  is  the  suns  M 
contracting  a  new  one,  and  subjects  the  nation  W 
the  same  expense  with  respect  to  the  paymenl  of 
the  interest." 
Jfr.  Taylor,  member  for  Fetenfield,  obsernd, 
That  there  are  some  people  in  the  nation  who, 
le  more  they  owe,  the  greater  advantaM  they  mUs, 
and  the  richer  tbey  grow — each  are  me  Unkeni 
that,  by  the  motion  made  to  the  Boase,  one  might 
imapne  that  some  gentlemen  took  the  case  of  the 
nation  to  be  tha  same :  but,  for  his  part,  be  eeaU 
Ot  think  ao,  and,  therefore,  dilfored  &om  the  me- 

[Here  the  debate  dosed  tat  this  day.] 


WmrasD!.!,  iTaunary  14. 
Claim  qf  Maiion  Souge  »t  ok 

The  Senate  took  np,  as  in  Committee  of  thfl 
Whole,  the  bill  to  "provide  for  the  legal  «4]n- 
dioation  and  eeltlement  of  the  claims  to  land 
therein  mentioned ;  "  and  after  an  explanation 
of  the  object  of  the  bill  by  Mr.  Bbbbim,  !«■ 
Smra,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  moved  that  it  M 
TOstponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dar  n' 
Wednesday  next  ,    . 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  tha  sabots  «oapiiiH 
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in  the  bill  had  previoasl/  been  under  the  cod- 
rideration  of  Congresa,  and  lie  thought  he  had 
some  recollection  of  them.  The  olume  of 
Baatrop,  of  Winter,  and  of  Uusou  Bonge,  ware, 
he  bebered,  embraced  in  the  bill;  and  eome 
of  these  cluins  had  more  than  once  been  here, 
and  been  rqect«d.  A  bill  on  tbe  Haison  Konge 
claim  had  passed  the  other  Honse,  bnt  had  been 
rijected  in  the  Senate ;  and  there  was  a  mass 
of  testimonf,  which  went  to  show  that  the 
dununt  had  no  right  whatever  to  the  land 
eUimed  bv  him.  Mr.  B.  wished  the  bill  to  be 
postponed  for  a  few  days,  in  order  that  he 
mi^t  bare  an  opportnnitj  of  examining  the 
docnmenta.  If  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
tins  bill  would  name  auj  partionlar  daj  to 
which  it  ahonld  be  postponed,  he  would  be 
satisfied  ;  but,  if  he  did  not,  he  himself  would 
move  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  day 
week.  There  was,  s»d  Mi.  8.,  a  vast  deal  of 
written  endence  somewhere ;  the  subject  was 
one  of  imporlAnce,  embracing  near  tiiree  millions 
of  acrea  of  land  in  Louisiana;  and  he  thonght 
it  would  require  more  deliberation  than  one 
moment,  to  enable  the  Senate  to  pass  aach  a  bill 
with  a  correct  understanding  of  its  nltimate 


Mr.  JoHNBTOs',  of  Loninana,  had  no  otjection 
to  the  postponement  of  the  bill,  that  the  gentle- 
man might  acquire  infbrmatibn,  but  be  noped 
tbe  genueman  fi-om  Sonth  Carolina  would  make 
the  time  of  postponement  as  short  as  possible, 
as  it  was  an  important  sabject  to  his  consti- 
tnenta,  and  the  aesuon  was  very  sbort.  He 
could  state  all  the  iacts  necessary,  and  if  the 
written  docnmenta  to  which  the  gentleman 
alladed  could  t>e  found,  stiil  the  bill  was  neces- 


Benate  had  detuded  that  their  body  was 
compet«nt  to  act  npon  the  petition ;  they  n 
wished  to  appeal  to  a  Judicial  tribunal  for  a 
nttlement,  and  this  bill  would  enable  tbem  to 
take  it  to  some  competent  court  The  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  trom  Sonth  Carolina  showed 
that  he  was  prepossessed ;  that  he  had  made 
op  his  mind  upon  the  su^ect;  and  that  no  evi- 
dence which  conld  be  offered  would  alter  that 
Opinion.  He  (Mr.  J.)  knew  aU  the  circum- 
•tsmces  to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded. 
The  title  to  the  lands  never  was  attacked  on  tbe 
ground  that  the  titles  were  not  legal;  there  was 
no  question  with  regard  to  the  genuineness  of 
that,  but  the  difBcnltj  was,  that  the  parties 
made  a  contract  with  the  King  of  Spain  to 
■etUe  the  country  upon  oertun  terms,  and  the 
only  question  was,  whether  that  contract  had 
been  performed ;  and  it  was  a  ouestion  which 
oonld  only  beaettled  byajudicial  tribunal.  He 
had  been  required  by  tbe  Le^alature  of 
Louisiana  to  oress  this  matter  upon  the  con- 
dderation  of  tne  Senate. 

It  had  been  before  Congress  for  more  than 
fire  and  twenty  veara,  and  the  richest  country 
in  Louisiana,  which  was  covered  with  these 
titles,  had  remaned  all  that  time  nnsetlled. 


IsMnw.  [Snunc 

Tbe  holders  dared  not  sell  the  lands,  under  theae 
cironmstances,  and  they  asked  Congress  to  ^re 
them  an  opportunity  to  settle  the  doubtful  ques- 
tion of  the  titles,  that  tbey  might  sell  the  lands, 
and  the  country  no  longer  remain  unsettled. 
It  seemed,  from  bis  remarks,  as  if  the  mind  of 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  was  made 
up,  by  some  previous  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tlon ;  bnt  he  oonld  assure  the  gentleman  that 
all  gnards  had  been  placed  in  the  proriuons  of 
the  bill,  to  have  tbe  pnblio  rights  preserved  as 
well  as  tbe  rights  of  those  interested,  settled. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  ask  for  a 
long  postponement ;  he  was  willing  to  indulge 
him  in  any  delay  for  the  purpose  of  acquirinc 
informadon,  although  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
he  conld  explun  every  tiling  to  the  gentleman's 
satis&otion. 

Mr.  Sura,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  sdd,  he  was 
not  oertdn  whether  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana opposed  a  postponement  of  the  bill  or  not. 
He  should  not,  as  the  gentleman  had  not  asked 
them,  pve  his  ressons  for  wishing  a  postpone- 
ment, Hia  reasons,  however,  were  very  cogent, 
and  be  did  not  know  that  a  shorter  time  tiian 
Wednesday  next  would  enable  him  to  examine, 
as  fully  as  he  wished  to  do,  the  vaHoos  ptfen 
connected  with  the  subjeoL  He  did  not  know 
what  he  should  eay  when  bis  investdgationa  had 
terminated ;  bnt  he  had  a  distinct  reoollectioa 
of  some  facta,  in  relation  to  these  oli^ma,  end 
he  wished  time  to  be  allowed  him  to  sequent 
himself  with  all  of  them.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Loniwana  entertuned  doubts  whether  ha  (Mr. 
S.)  was  not  already  opposed  to  the  ctauna  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bilL  Mr,  S.  would"  remove 
these  doubts,  and  assure  the  gentleman  that  he 
bad  been  opposed  to  them,  and  wished  for  an 
investigation,  to  ascertain  whether  bis  opinion! 
would  or  would  not  remwn  unchanged. 

Tbe  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  tot 
Wednesday  next. 


Thubsdat,  January  16. 

Piitributicn  of  tht  Bnenue. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 

bill  "  to  distribute  a  portion  of  the  revenues  of 

the  United  States   among  the    States"— the 

anestion  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bekbieh',  for 
ie  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  BioEEBsoH  said  be  bad  not  snpposed, 
when  he  ofi'ered  this  bill  to  tbe  consideration  of 
the  Senate,  that  it  was  in  an  nnezoeptionablo 
form.  He  expected  that  it  would  ezolt«  con- 
siderable discussion,  and  that  it  wonld  be  re- 
ferred to  a  oommittee,  to  receive  such  modlfl- 
oatious  as  should  be  thought  e^^edient  Pre- 
suming that  the  minds  of  the  Senators  were 
made  np  upon  the  snbjact,  he  wonld  moverthat 
it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Tbe  Fbbsidbxt  sud  that  a  motion  to  refer 
was  not  in  order,  the  motion  to  poe^ne  hav- 
ing precedence. 

Mr.  Bbbbuh  B^d  he  was  not  diaposad  to  in- 
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ttrtwK,  and  prevent  the  g^itlenuin  from  New 
Jerse;  from  modiJ^ing  his  bQl  so  as  to  make  it 
acceptable.  In  oraer,  tiierefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleiQNi  might  have  an  opportuiiity  to  am«ad 
the  bill,  he  wonld  irithdrair  his  motion  to  post- 
pone. 

The  pBsaiDKHT  remarked,  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  ordered,  Uie  motion  to  post- 
pone oonld  not  be  withdrawn  withont  the 
nnanimona  ooneent  of  the  Senate. 

So  objection  iiavinx  been  made,  the  motion 
to  poBtoone  was  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Heesre. 
DioKXBBoir,  BauroH,  Bkll,  Einn,  and  San- 


JIoxdilY,  Jaunaiy  19. 
BdlAathMailt. 

Mr.  JoHHBOH,  of  Kentuofcy,  frum  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Port  Office  and  Post  Boads,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  several  petitions  in 
relation  to  the  transportation  and  opening  the 
mails  on  the  Sabbath  day,  made  a  report,  con- 
cladinx  with  a  resolntion,  "that  the  eommittee 
be  diaduu^ed  from  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  subject." 

Ur.  J.  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  report 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  printed.  Ho 
reqnested  tliat  more  than  one  copy  for  each 
Senator  Bhonld  be  provided,  that  be  might  send 
copies  to  hie  conatitnente.  He  believed  that 
legislation  npon  the  subject  was  improper,  and 
that  niqp  hondred  and  ninetj-nine  in  a  thoa- 
sand  were  oppoeed  to  aaj  legislative  intcr- 
fereooe,  inasmach  aa  it  wonld  have  a  tendency 
to  nnit«  religloos  iustitntiona  with  the  Govera- 

Vr.  OsiiiBEBB  moved  that  one  thonsand 
copies  be  printed,  and  Ur.  EiTira,  that  three 
thonsand  copies  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the 

Ur.  OauTDLEB  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  printing  of  any  number  of  oopiea,  except  as 
to  principle ;  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it 
was  right  to  order  a  large  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed  until  the  Senate  knew  what  it 
was,  and  that  they  shonld  not  be  ordered  nntil 
the  report  had  l)een  read,  as  it  mi^t  seem  to 
hnply  that  they  approved  of  the  report. 

Mr.  JoHseoR  said  be  had  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  report,  becanse  he  did 
not  wish  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  the  read- 
ing of  any  of  his  reports.  He  lielieved  that 
these  petitions  and  memorials  in  relation  to 
Sunday  mails,  were  bnt  the  entering  wedge  of 
a  scheme  to  make  this  Government  a  religious 
inBt«ad  of  a  social  and  political  institution ; 
they  were  widely  circulated,  and  people  were 
induced  to  sign  them  without  reflecting  upon 
the  subject  or  the  consequences  which  wonld 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  measore  pro- 
posed. There  was  nothing  more  improper  than 
the  interference  of  Congresa  in  this  matter. 

Ur.  Ohaubbbs  disagreed  with  the  gentieman 


from  Uune,  that  ordering  a  large  nnmba  would 
imply  any  assent  to  the  principles  admited  in 
the  report  Neitho-  did  be  agree  with  tee  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  the  adc^tion  d 

the  measure  prayed  &x  wonld  have  a  had  ten- 
dency, and  that  legislation  upon  the  saliject 
would  be  improper.  Some  had  taaerted  thst 
this  measure  did  tend  to  nnite  reii^oua  witli 
our  political  institutionB,  and  others  had  asMrt- 
ed  that  such  would  not  be  the  reeolt.  The  pe- 
titioners took  an  entirely  di^rent  groimd. 
They  said  that  the  observance  ot  the  Babbith 
was  connected  with  the  civil  tnt«re«ta  of  the 
Government.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood, however,  as  having  formed  any  opinion 
upon  the  subJeoL 

U>.  JoHHsoN  said  he  would  state,  in  jnitJce 
to  himself  that  he  believed  the  petitiouen 


the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  at  Salem,  ii 
saohusettfi,  ho  would  find,  it  did  not  mstter 
what  was  the  purity  of  motive,  that  the  peta- 
tionera  did  not  consider  the  gronnd  ttiey  had 
taken  as  being  purely  that  the  Sabbath  wss  a 
day  of  rest  ■  they  assumed  that  it  was  such  by 
a  law  of  God.  Now,  some  denominations  connd- 
ered  one  day  the  most  sacred,  and  some  took«d 
to  another,  and  these  petitions  did,  in  iaet,  cill 
upon  Congress  to  settle  what  was  the  lav  of 
God.  The  committee  had  framed  their  report 
upon  principles  of  policy  and  expediency.  It 
was  hut  the  first  step  taken,  that  they  were  to 
legislate  upon  religious  gronnda,  and  it  made 
no  sort  of  difference  which  was  the  day  asked 
to  be  set  apart,  which  day  was  to  be  considered 
sacred,  whether  it  was  the  first  day  or  the 
seventh,  the  principle  was  wrong.  It  wss 
upon  this  ^ound  that  the  committee  went  in 
making  their  report. 

The  resolution  that  the  eommittee  be  dis- 
charged was  adopted ;  and  three  thoasmd 
copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Ifortitaitem  Bovndary, 
The  following  resolation,  aubmitted  by  Mr- 
MdKimxT,  was  taken  up. 

"Eewlned,  That  so  much  of  the  Preddetit'a  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  the  KJug  of 
the  NotherlaDds,  umpire  for  tlie  deciuoQ  of  the  con- 
troversy with  Qre»t  Britain,  relating  to  llie  north- 
eastern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatlona;  ud  Ihit 
said  Committee  inquire  whether,  by  the  treUf  of 
Ghent,  and  according  to  the  CoostitutioD  of  the 
United  States,  the  Fremdent  alone  has  pewer  W 


Ur.  HoKiHLST  Bud,  that  it  appeared,  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent,  that  several  questions  rem^- 
ed  undecided  ;  but  that  their  aeoision  was  pro- 
vided for  by  a  reference  to  some  friendly  pow- 
er. One  of  those  questions  had  been  decided 
by  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  He  wished  to  be 
understood,  that,  in  offering  this  resolution,  be 
did  not  intend  it  to  operate  in  any  manner  ts  a 
part;  question.    The  predecessor  of  the  present 


DE6ATB8  OF  OONaBESS. 

OmttrlimdSMd.      ~~ 


Fnaid«nt  of  the  Uidt«d  StatM  b&niig  wtab- 
Iiih«d  a  preoedoit  in  tbe  ^tptdntment  be  h&d 
ntond  to,  the  peat  qnestioo  U  his  mind  wu 
vliMher  tbe  Preddent  of  the  United  States  had 
the  power  to  make  saoh  an  appointanent.  The 
treatr  of  Ghent  provUed  that  the  boondai? 
between  the  United  States  and  Or«at  Brit^ 
dioold  be  left  to  the  cixnmiadonen  to'be  ap- 
petBtad  br  the  twOoTsmmenta;  and  In  case 
they  ootiM  not  agrae,  as  another-  expedient,  it 
waa  to  be  left  to  Uie  nmpiraoe  ot  scune  Mendl^ 
power,  whoee  dediion  enonfil  be  final  and  oon- 
otairiTv.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this  award 
Bii(^t  be  eon^ered  the  oonrentional  law  of 
tbe  United  Statea  nntil  the  nmpire  had  decided, 
and  his  deddon  wonld  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  It  then  oame  to  the  qnestion,  whether 
the  Prerident  had  power  to  nuike  a  treaty.  The 
Goremment  of  tlie  United  States  was  boond  to 
■bid*  b;  the  award  of  the  nmi^re,  and  oonse- 
qaentif  «OBld  exeralBe  no  disoretion.    The  Sen- 


No  one  woaU  pretend  Qiat  the  trea^  of  Ghent 
was  a  traatr  of  limits ;  It  waa  a  mere  provisional 
trestf,  proriding  ezpedienta  for  the  settlement 
at  tUa  question.  By  tbe  Oonstitntdon  of  the 
United  Natea,  it  was  the  dntj  of  the  Preeident, 
bj  and  with  tJie  advioe  and  consent  of  the  6en- 
■te^  toappointoommiasioners,  ambassadors,  Ao. 
It  waa  a  miestion  whether  tbe  power  seleoted 
$a  annminre  was  not,ip»oJiiebi,  a  Minister  of 
tbe  United  States.  If  lie  is  not  a  minister, 
where  and  how  doea  he  derire  his  antboritjr 
to  aet  Dm-  tbe  United  Statest  The  President 
of  tbe  United  Statea  had  power  to  make  Irea- 
tiea  and  arrangementa  with  IndlTidoals  within 
tb«  bonnds  of  Qie  United  Statea ;  bnt  it  waa 
proTtded  tlut  aQ  nominations  of  ambassadors 
aboold  oome  before  the  Senate.  If  no  foreign 
prince  was  eligible  to  the  office  of  IGnistAr  of 
the  United  Btatea,  no  foreign  prince  cooM  make 
a  tt«a^  for  the  United  States.  In  the  present 
caae,  the  (kte  of  the  United  States  was  solemnlj 
pledged  to  abide  by  this  award,  eaA  the  f^tb  of 
the  ooontTT  woold  be  violated  if  that  pledge 
was  not  reaeeraed.    Now,  wonid  a  treaty,  based 

ri  the  award  of  an  mnpire,  be  binding  upon 
people  of  the  United  States,  if  there  was  no 
power  to  appoint  tliia  nmjdret  Here  was  an 
anomaly.  The  fiiith  of  tbe  GoTemment  waa 
pledged  to  al»de  bj  the  award  of  tbe  nmpire, 
sod  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  not  bonnd 
to  abide  by  the  decision,  tteoanse  there  waa  no 
power  to  make  this  award.    The  precedent  of 


mocb  Btreocth  as  to  be  engrafted  npon  the  con- 
■tUotion.    It  waa  nnder  Uiese  views  that  he 
imi  oSbred  tbe  reeolntion. 
^M  reeolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Tdxsdat,  Jannarf  20. 

Suprtnu  Court. 

Mr.  Wnana,  from  the  Oommfttea  on  the 


Jndiciary,  reported  "An  act  In  addition  to  an 
act,  entided  'An  aot  to  amend  the  JndiriaL 
Byfitem  of  the  United  States.' " 
Ht.  Wbbbtib  said,  it  was  known  that  the 

Snureme  Oonrt  was  now  holden  by  fonr  Judges 
;  the  jndge  of  the  second  circoit  was  re- 


of  the  Sonthem  circnit  had  met  with  an  aod' 
dent,  and  was  delayed  in  one  of  the  Caroiinas. 
What  rendered  the  passafra  of  the  bill  peonliarly 
neoessary,  was,  that  U,  within  ten  days  after  the 
time  settled  for  the  meeting  of  the  Ooart,  there 
was  not  a  qnomm  of  the  Judges  Bssembled,  the 
Court  most  a^jonm,  and  the  seeaon  be  lost, 
tf  one  of  the  foor  Judges  now  bere  shonld  be 
taken  sick  to-morrow,  the  Oonrt  wonld  be  bro- 
ken Qp,  and  the  seatdon  oloeed.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  provided  that,  when  less 
than  fonr  of  the  Jndgee  were  assembled,  they 
should  adjonm  tmjo  day  to  day,  ontdl  twenty 
days  after  the  first  meeting,  and  then  a^joom 
nntil  the  next  annual  session.  If  there  was  no 
objection,  the  snbjeot  was  so  important,  tliet  he 
wonld  ask  Am-  tiie  second  reading  at  tbe  present 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  then 
read  a  eecMid  time,  uid  ordwed  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

[Snbeeqnentlv,  the  bUl  was  reported  as  cor- 
rectly engroesed ;  and,  on  motiwi,  was  read  a 
third  lime,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Honse  of 
Representatives.] 

Ottmbtrland  Snad. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  extension  of  the 
Oomberland  road  westwardly  from  Zaneaville^ 
In  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  next  taken  up. 

Vr,  Ebndbiokb  said,  that,  nnlees  some  oli}eo- 
tion  was  made  to  tbe  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  go  Into  a  history  of  the  road: 
it  now  went  very  near  ZanesviUe,  and  this  bill 
merely  authorized  its  extension. 

Mr.  Bbaxch  said  he  conld  wish  that  this  bill 
and  every  other  similar  bill  could  be  postponed 
until  the  Kreat  qneetim  about  the  expenditure 
of  tbe  public  money  was  settled.  Tnere  waa 
now  a  proposition  before  Oongreea,  It  was  weU 
known,  wnioh  would  settle  this  qnestion ;  and 
wonld  it  not  be  weU  to  postpone  this  bill  nntil 
that  tjme !  Congress  had  been  expending  mil' 
lion  after  million,  mtfn  than  eaongh  to  pajthe 
national  debt,  ni^ostiy  and  partially.  They 
oould  not  avert  the  evil,  bnt  thoy  might  tniti- 

Ete  It ;  and  he  cotild  wish  the  gentleman  from 
diuia  wonld  consent  to  postpone  tbe  bill,  and 
lay  it  npon  the  table.  Let  ns  do  justice,  said 
lb".  B. ;  I  do  not  wish  to  r^se  a  revenue  for 
the  pnipoee  of  distributing  it  over  the  country ; 
bnt  let  ns  adopt  some  prindpte  to  make  our 
taxes  aa  small  as  possible.    A  bill  for  this  pur- 

r>  waa  now  before  a  Special  Oonunittee,  and 
wlahed  to  hear  tJieir  report  before  acting 
briber. 

He  Aen  moved  to  hv  the  UU  upon  the  tabU^ 
and  ad:ed  the  yeas  and  nays  i^on  the  qneatiuk 


ogle 
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The  motion  was  loat — ajee  16,  now  2C. 

Hr.  Bbnton  B^d  he  would  make  some  in- 
qnu7  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, . 
which  wooid  perliaps  BOpersede  the  neceesity 
of  his  offering  an  amendment  The  hill,  ai 
read  hj  i\a  titl&was  for^'ext^nding  the  roaJ 
westwardly,  "  Weetwardly  "  was  a  very  in- 
definite e^ressioii.  Tlie  roat«  for  this  rood 
was  marked  oat  in  the  time  of  iii.  Jefferson, 
30  years  (wo ;  there  had  b«en  a  great  straggle 
made  in  Ohio  and  Eentnoky  to  get  the  road 
tamed  off  sonth,  throngh  Kentnoky.  All  he 
wished  to  know  was,  whether  the  words  of  the 
bill  were  sach  as  would  carry  into  effect  the 
orwnal  design  of  the  Cuml>erland  road. 

Hr.  Hkndsiceb  ezplsined,  that  the  bill  pro- 
vided for  extending  the  road  &om  Zanee^e, 
throngh  the  States  of  Indiana,  and  Dlmois,  to 
St.  Lonia  in  the  State  of  Missonri. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

'Vbdiobdat,  January  SI. 
Land  Clahni  in  Miuovri. 

The  bill  for  the  final  a^jiutDient  of  land 
olaima  in  the  State  of  Uiasonri  was  taken  up. 

l£x.  B^BTOR  rose  in  explanation  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bilL  It  was  introdnced,  he  sud,  in 
conseqnenoe  of  the  Legidatnre  of  Missouri  hav- 
ing taken  np  the  antgect,  and  asked  that  meas- 
nres  might  be  taken  to  prodnoe  a  final  deciuon 
with  r^ard  to  the  nnconfinned  land  duma  in 
that  State.  The  partiotilar  plan  provided  in 
the  bill  for  the  a^nstment  of  these  daims  had 
been  proposed  by  the  conunittee  as  the  most 
convenient  one  that  coold,  in  their  opinion,  l>e 
&llen  on ;  hot  the  bill  was  open  for  amend- 
ment, as  it  was  of  more  importance  to  the  State 
of  Missoori  that  a  final  oonclnsion  abonld  be  pnt 
npon  the  cMms  than  as  to  the  mode  of  doing 
it  The  particnlar  plan  proposed  in  tliis  hiU 
was  introdnced  in  the  Senate  in  the  year  1824 ; 
the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  Honae 
for  oonoarrence,  where  the  plan  of  sending  the 
claims  to  a  Board  of  Oommisaioners  for  aqjndi- 
oation,  was  substituted  instead  of  it 

Ur.  Obasdlkx  thonght  it  was  premature  to 
act  upon  the  sabjeot  at  this  time,  as  there  was 
a  law  npon  the  snbjeot  limited  as  to  time.  Be 
thonght  it  better  to  let  the  sat^eotrest  until 
the  old  law  should  expire. 

Mr.  Bkdtos  was  in  favor  of  the  bilL  It  was 
the  copy  of  one  which  passed  the  Senate  fonr 
years  ago,  went  down  to  the  House,  and  was 
not  acted  npon  there ;  another  bill,  referring 
these  claims  to  the  Judiciary,  being  preferred 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  ana  sent  up 
to  the  Senate,  where  it  became  a  law.  This 
law  applied  to  claims  of  the  same  character 
both  in  Uissoori  and  Arkansas,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter place  has  answered  a  good  purpose ;  in  Mis- 
souri rather  worse  than  no  purpose  at  alL 
Many  olaims  were  settled  in  Arkansas,  where 
three  judges  presided ;  all  v 


1  by  judges  appointed  by  the  Federal 
Qovemment,  has  been  crautrued  just  as  differ- 
ently as  vm  and  tut.  It  produced  great  discon- 
tent to  nave  decisions  in  Arkansas  one  way, 
and  deoinons  npon  the  other  side  of  an  invisi- 
ble line,  another  way.  Mr.  B.  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  it  was  the  copy  of  one  drawn  by  him- 
self four  years  ago  \  but  he  wanted  an  amend- 
ment, by  having  some  other  officers,  or  com- 
missioners, associated  with  the  recorder. 

Mr.  Babton  then  submitted  an  amendment, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  two  oommis- 
sionera,  by  the  President  and  Senate,  in  addi- 
tion to  uie  recorder ;  which  amendinent  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  PsiKOK  was  entirely  in  flavor  of  the  bill, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  passed.  It  oooorred  to 
him,  however,  that  it  sboold  be  amended  ao 
tha^  when  there  were  conflicting  claims,  the 
evidence  shonld  be  reported  to  Congress.  He 
accordingly  moved  an  amendment  having  that 
object,  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Babtok  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  first  aection  of  the  bill  with  the  words 
"  first  day  of  August  next,"  (the  day  on  which 
the  OMomistdon  ia  to  oommuioa,)  and  to  insert 
a  proviaon  fixing  the  aalariee  of  the  Recorder 
and  Oommlsuoners  at  fifteen  hundred  dollara 
each ;  which  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obuidlxb,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Recorder 
and  Commissioners  to  astdgn,  in  their  reports, 
"  the  reasons  for  their  opinions  so  given." 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  tliird  reading. 

Claim  qf  Maiaon  Einiga  et  al. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonsiderati(»i  of 
the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  legal  abjudication 
and  settlement  of  tha  claims  to  laud  thet^n 
mentioned," 

[This  is  a  bill  proving  for  the  settlement  of 
the  large  claims  of  Maison  Rouge,  Bastrop,  and 
'Winter,  which  have  been  so  long  before  Oon- 
gress ;  and  which  was  now  proposed  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  jndioial  decition.] 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said  the  bill 
bad  been  postponed  at  his  reanest,  and  he 
would  now  call  the  attention  of  tne  Senate  to  a 
few  observations.  He  was  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  bill,  because  be  was  well  aseored 
that  its  provisions  were  oontraiy  to  the  oonstt- 
tution.  It  was  not  competent  for  Gongreu  to 
enact  such  a  law,  for  no  suit  oonld  be  author- 
ized which  was  (wntrary  to  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. It  was  on  that  ground  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  it.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  did  not  anthorize,  or  sanction  the  prin- 
ciple ;  it  did  not  authorise  any  citizen  to  sue 
the  tTnit^d  States ;  and  if  the  constitution  £d 
not  give  the  right,  the  right  could  not  be  o<mi- 
ferred  by  le^sTatlve  enactment.  There  had 
been  a  time  when  snits  were  brought  by  in- 
dividuals against  aome  of  the  States,  but  the 
power  had  been  regarded  as  one  o' 
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dinwy  nature,  aad  it  bad  been  taken  awaj. 
The  light  to  ene  a  State  did  not  now  exist,  if  it 
aver  did — it  was  eipresalj  taken  awar;  and 
fat  Congrees,  bj  the  passage  of  the  bill,  would 
asBmne  to  inve  the  power  which  had  been 
withheld.  He  waa  opposed  to  the  bill  on  prin- 
ciple, on  oonstitadonal  i)iincip1e8.  He  would 
not  8B]r  that  he  was  hostile  to  the  dalma,  for  he 
would  be  glad  to  laj  his  hand  npon  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  thej  were  foimded ;  bnt  he 
was  opposed  to  the  manner  of  settling  those 
daims  without  oonstitntioiial  aathoritj,  for 
which  it  waa  the  object  of  the  bill  to  proride. 
The  eases  reported  were  those  of  considerable 
magnitnde.  Thej  bad  been  recommended  to 
0(»igTeee  for  deoinon:  Oongress  had  talien 
them  into  consideration,  ana  the  claims  of 
Haiaon  Booge  were  once  discnKsed  for  three 
weeks.  He  wonld  offer,  in  oppoution  to  the  law 
which  waa  proposed  to  be  passed,  Qte  Cmatitu- 
tJMs  ^  Ae  jffM,tei  Stattt.  The  conetitntion 
wonld  ahow  that  no  saoh  power  conld  be  ezer- 
daed  by  Oongreaa. 

ICr.  iOBSmmt,  of  LonisiauL  regretted  tliat 
the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oart^ina  ahonld  have 
had  any  difficnltj  in  buying  his  bandft  on  the 
p^iera  in  relation  to  the  claima  under  oooaid- 
eration,  Ao^  &a,  bec&nse  he  waa  satisfied  that 
the  bw«  aUnnon  to  them  was  oalonlated  to 
have  a  mnch  more  unfavorable  bearing  on  the 
aabject  than  if  the  papera  were  prodnoed ;  and 
be  vas  disposed  to  postpone  the  oonsideratioa 
of  the  anbjeot  a  anffldent  time  to  enable  the 
gentleman  to  eiamine  the  testimony,  as  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinitm  that  the  production  of 
them  wonld  conTinca  the  Senate  of  the  neoes- 
ii^  of  speedily  pawing  upon  the  claims.  The 
titlea  to  all  these  claims  were  of  a  similar  cbar- 
aeler.  That  of  Bastrop  embraced  about  one  mil- 
lion of  acres  of  the  Honest  portion  of  Looisiaoa, 
and  was  foonded  on  a  contract  with  the  Bpan- 
ish  Government,  signedbj  the  Eingof  Spain  him- 
K^  aiz  years  before  the  coontry  passed  nnder 
tba  jnrisdiotton  of  the  United  States.  We  ac- 
quired that  oonntry,  said  Mr.  J.,  under  a  con- 
tract that  Oongreas  wonld  respect  the  olwns  to 
lands,  which  were  founded  on  granta  from  the 
gpu^ah  Grown ;  and  in  part  fnlfilment  of  that 
emitraot,  a  Board  of  Oommissioners  was  oonsti- 
tntad  to  inveatigBte  and  report  on  the  olwms. 
Hut  Board  did  repor^  and  reported  that  the 
daima  embraced  in  llua  bill  were  good;  bat 
Oongreas,  unwilling  to  give  to  the  commission- 
tn,  aod  reserving  to  itself^  the  power  of  final 
deoinoii  on  them,  they  bad  remained  as  yet  unad- 
Joated.  Vbwi  the  oommisffloners  made  their 
report,  Oongreas  was  applied  to  for  a  oonflrma- 
tioD  of  their  awards ;  and  various  opinions  were 
entertained  respecting  them  when  the  applica- 
tion came  before  the  Senate.  Some  of  the  Sen- 
ators believed  that  the  claims  were  vaUd,  others 
were  of  an  i^inion  that  they  were  illWal,  and 
oo^tnol  to  be  confirmed;  wnile  a  mo^  larger 
portkHi  of  the  Benatora  bMiered  that  this  body 
waa  not  a  competent  tribonal  to  tiy  thur  valid- 
Vcj,   Hie  daimant^  said  Mr.  J^  bad  now  wait- 


ed for  twenty-flve  years,  in  the  vain  expecta- 
tion of  a  finid  decision  for  or  against  them; 
mnch  injury  had  resulted  to  them,  and  to  the 
State,  from  the  protracted  delay ;  and  inas- 
mncb  as  the  Senate  had  decided  that  it  was  not 
a  competent  tribunal  to  pass  upon  their  claims, 
it  followed  as  a  matter  of  instice,  that  they 
ou^ht  to  be  sent  to  a  jcdicial  tribnnal.  The 
claims  being  foimded  on  a  written  contract 
with  the  Bpanish  Government  the  performanoe 
of  the  conditions  of  which  bad  been  eospended, 
it  was  incnmbent  on  the  United  States,  either 
to  conatitate  a  judicial  tribunal  to  try  their  va- 
lidity, or  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  contracts 
Mr.  it.  did  not  himself  assert  that  the  claims 
were  perfectly  legal  and  valid,  but  that  they 
were  snob  as  presented  the  most  oolorable  title 
that  the  nature  of  tiie  case  wonld  admit  o£ 
There  was  one  ooaaderaldon  which  should  in- 
daoe  Oongreaa  to  make  some  speedy  and  final 
distribnticm  of  the  autijeot;  it  was  this:  the 
lands  embraced  in  the  olaam  were  situated  in 
one  of  the  richest  counties  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, which,  in  oonaequence  of  the  onsetUed 
nature  of  the  titles,  remfunad  waste  and  oncnl- 
tivated.  Moreover,  whatever  decision  Con- 
gress might  make  on  the  subject,  it  conld  not 
annol  the  titlea  already  ezistrng ;  nor  sell  the 
lands :  for  if  yon  proceed  to  sell,  said  Mr.  J., 
the  cMmant  can  sne  the  person  yon  sell  to^ 
thus  reducing  the  price  of  the  land  sold  to  littla 
or  nothing,  creating  endless  oonfhsion,  and  re- 
tarding the  settlement  of  the  country  for  ten  or 
fifteen  years. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  of  Mtison  Ronge, 
which  comprehended  only  about  200^000  aore& 
it  stood  upon  the  same  fonndation  with  that  of 
Bastrop ;  and  waa  granted  aboot  the  same  time^ 
and  nptm  the  same  oondititma,  whioh  he  (Mr. 
J.)  was  informed  by  his  colleagne  had  been 
complied  with.  That,  however,  ne  wuved.  as 
the  evidence  went  not  to  invalidate  the  titles, 
whioh  were  as  well  known  in  Ifew  Orleans,  as 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States ;  indeed,  their  valid- 
ity was  a  matter  of  sach  notoriety,  that  the 
only  question  to  be  raised  in  Lonisisna,  was 
with  regard  to  their  location ;  and  that  qces- 
tion  WBS  one,  which  the  courts  alone  were  com- 
petent to  decide.  The  locations,  however, 
were  made  by  the  Surveyor  General,  an  officer 
of  great  skUl,  and  high  character,  and  whose 
handwritJDgwas  as  well  known  as  that  of  any 
man  in  the  United  StatM,  as  early  as  1767,  and 
recorded  among  others,  in  a  book  kept  by  him 
for  that  pnrpose.  Now  if  it  were  shown  that 
the  locations  were  recorded  in  the  proper  book, 
it  would  prove  beyond  a  question  that  they 
were  made  in  1TS7.  With  regard  to  the  third 
class  of  cMms  embraced  in  the  bill,  the  lands 
granted  to  Winter  and  his  two  sons,  the  titlea 
were  precisely  similar  to  the  others;  and  this,  aa 
well  as  the  others,  conld  be  settled  by  no  other 
mode  than  that  ot  a  court  conatitutod  for  the 
purpose.  It  was  important  to  the  pablic.  to 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  doe  to  the  &ith  of 
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the  nation,  pledged  to  these  people,  that  the 
olaiins  ahonld  be  flnallj  diBpoeed  of.  The  titles 
had  been  held  itp  for  twentj-five  fears ;  maii7 
of  the  original  claimants  were  dead,  and  heknew 
that  manj  were  held  by  minor  ohildren,  and, 
on  this  acoonnt,  the  hardship  of  protracting  the 
decision  wBB  the  greater. 

Mr.  Bentok  sympathized  with  the  State  of 
Lonisiano.  She  had  been  hardly  dealt  with. 
She  had  been  a  part  of  this  Confederacy  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  in  alt  that  time  no  more 
than  200,000  acres  of  land  had  been  sold  by  the 
Federal  Government,  [Mr.  Johhston'  of  Lonis- 
iana  said  obly  185,000.]  This  is  keeping  the 
oonntry  a  desert  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  ooncemed.  At  the  Bame 
time,  her  private  claims,  to  the  amonnt  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  ai^ns,  rem^ed  nnoon- 
flrmed,tothegreatii^nryoftheolaimBnta.  They 
oonld  not  make  beneficial  improvementa ;  they 
conld  not  make  dykes  and  levees ;  they  oonld 
not  sell  to  any  advantage ;  and  they  were  sub- 
jected, as  Ur.  Beiitok  believed,  to  the  payment 
of  tAzes.  [The  Benators  from  Looiusna,  JCeaarg. 
JoHBETON  and  Bouuour,  in  answer  to  a  look 
of  inquiry  fWnn  Ur.  Bentott,  said  they  were 
snbject  to  taxes.]  All  Otis  Is  hard  npon  the 
elaimantA ;  bnt  the  State  was  a  party  to  the  in- 
jnry.  She  snfferedforwantof  pop^ation;  for 
want  of  oaltivation ;  for  want  of  taxes ;  for 
want  of  dykes  and  levees.  The  whole  npper 
oonntry,  the  States  up  the  river,  was  interested 
in  having  Louisiana  popnlated.  New  Orleans 
was  their  magazine,  and  their  store-honse;  it 
was  the  most  exposed  point  in  the  Union ;  and 
npon  every  alarm  of  invasion,  real  or  imag^- 
ary,  the  people  of  the  npper  country  were  wil- 
ed ont.  They  had  always  gone  with  alacrity  ; 
wonid  forever  go  with  alacrity.  Bnt  the  State 
ought  to  have  means  of  defence  within  herself, 
and  the  first  of  these  means  was  popnlation. 
People  would  have  arms,  and  wonla  nse  them 
fbr  the  defence  of  their  ooontry.  It  wonld  be 
a  beneficial  grant  to  give  to  tlie  frontier  settlers 
tracts  of  luid ;  they  wonld  maintain  them 
against  invasion,  and  in  defending  their  fire- 
aides,  their  wives  and  their  children,  they  wonld 
defeod  the  country.  There  was  bad  economy 
OS  the  part  of  the  Federal  Oovemment  in  keep- 
ing this  country  waste — in  waving  a  barren 
sceptre  over  it.  It  had  to  pay  the  expense  of 
expeiUtions  to  defend  it ;  and  they  lost  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  cultivation — tjie  increased 
wealth  which  their  onltivation  wonld  give  to 
the  Federal  Oovemment.  There  was  always  a 
gain  to  the  public  in  passing  any  property,  es- 
pecially lanoed  property,  fh>m  hmos  uiat  conld 
not  use  it  to  hands  that  conld.  This  was  em- 
inentlv  the  case  with  the  Federal  Government; 
it  made  no  profit  out  of  its  lands ;  it  was  not  a 
cultivator;  and  it  was  a  property  which  de- 
teriorated iu  their  hsnds.  from  daily,  universal, 
and  enormoQs  depredations  npon  its  timber. 
Mr.  BsNTON  said,  that  he  had  not  KOt  np  to 
plead  the  case  of  the  claimants,  nor  of  tiie  State 
of  Louisiana,  which  he  conridered  as  a  party  to 


the  bill ;  that  task  had  been  well  done,  skil- 
ftilly  and  powerftily  done,  by  the  Senator  tram 
Lonisiana,  Mr.  JosNsron;  he  merely  rose  to 
declare  hie  concurrence  in  what  had  been  saiA. 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  to  express  his  sympothr 
for  Louisiana  for  the  manner  in  which  she  had 
been  treated  about  her  lands ;  to  declare  Ua 
conviction  that  she  had  been  hardly  dealt  with ; 
and  that  the  Federal  Govemm«it  Itsdf  was  ft 
loser  in  the  ii^nstice  done  her. 

Mr.  Babtob  did  not  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina^n  the  snbject  of  the 
constitutional  question.  He  believed  there  ex- 
isted, in  every  Glovemment,  the  power  of  giv- 
ing to  the  citizen  a  remedy  against  that  Govern- 
ment. The  mode  or  manner  of  the  remedy 
was  another  thing.  As  to  the  snmmoning  <u 
juries  and  witneesea,  in  cases  of  ac^jndioatuMi, 
there  conld  be  nothing  nnoonstitutioiial  in  that. 
The  constitutional  right  of  aU  claimants  was 
the  same,  and  he  did  not  believe  It  would  be  an 
infraotton  of  the  constitntion  to  refer  them  all 
to  Judicial  decision.  The  claims  of  Oanmdelet 
and  Winter  were  of  a  ^milar  kind,  and  might 
be  referred.  He  thought  the  question  more 
proper  for  the  Judiciary  than  fcv  Congress,  It 
was,  as  he  believed,  no  violation  of  ^e  oonsti- 
tntion,  and  he  would  wish  to  see  the  claims  set- 
tied.  He  had  been  of  opinion  that  a  general  bill 
npon  the  snbject  of  snon  olums,  wonld  be  most 
advisable ;  bat  the  more  he  reflected,  the  more 
firmly  he  was  of  opinion  now,  that  snch  a 
course  wonld  not  answer,  and  that  it  was  beet 
to  have  the  cMms  settied  at  home.  Under  tiie 
views  which  be  had,  he  should  vote  for  the 
biU. 


Tus. — Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Bonligny,  Bnrnel; 
Chunbers,  Chsss,  Eaton,  Foot,  Hendiicks,  JtdmsoD 
of  Eentuokv,  Johnston  of  Lonimana,  Kane,  Enighl, 
UcElnley,  Frince,  Kdgely,  Kobbins,  Bowan,  Sin- 
Ford,  Seymoar,  miabee.  Smith  of  HMyland,  TFil' 
liami — S3. 

Kats.— HesBTs.  Bell,  Branch,  ChsncDer,  Dickei- 
Bon,  Hayne,  Iredell,  HcLane,  lUrks,  Buggies,  Smith 
of  South  Cvolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  White,  WiUey, 
Woodbury— 16, 

WBDBXsni.T,  Jonnary  iS. 
LouttvUU  and  Portland  Canal. 

The  bill  "  authoring  a  snbsortption  cia  tlie 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the 
Lonisville  and  PorUand  Canal,"  was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  Cbandueb  s^d  he  should  like  to  have 
some  reason  assigned  why  the  bill  should  pass. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  it  was  easy  enough  to  nve 
the  reasons  why  this  bill  shonld  pass.  The 
canal  could  not  be  completed  without  the  aid 
of  the  Government.  Unfortonately  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  Engineer  employed  to  surrey  the 
route,  and  estimate  tbe  expenses,  proved  cr- 
roneona,  and  after  tbe  work  was  fkr  progresaed, 
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H  wits  fuoud  that  the  expeuM  would  far  exceed 
the  estimate.  The  oauol  was  two  milee  and 
(ometliinK  lees  than  a  quarter  in  length,  and 
oat  ontaf  tbe  solid  rock ;  mach  hod  been  done ; 
the  ]a(Sa  were  neariy  completed;  the  exca- 
vated stone  bad  been  removed,  and  abont  two- 
tlurds  of  tlte  work  was  oompleted.  Being  ihaa 
ddajed,  the  stock  was  b^ow  par,  and  luanj 
diarM  had  been  forfUted,  in  oonaeqoenoe  of  the 
BOD-paynient  of  the  amonnt  called  for.  Xbis 
forfeited  stock  oonid  not  be  sold  to  individnals 
at  par.  The  present  bill  provided  that  Uie 
Govcnment  ihonld  take  it,  and  unless  the  Gov- 
vnmant  did  take  it,  the  work  could  not  be 


d^lars ;  and  it  was  oslcnlated  that  the  amonnt 
provided  for  in  Om  bill  would  be  sni&cient  to 
eo^ilete  it.  For  this  pnrpose,  the  LegislatDre 
of  Kentocky  had  extended  tlie  time  in  which  it 
Wfts  to  be  finished  for  the  term  of  two  years 
luiger.  It  hsd  proved  to  be  a  very  great 
work,  mnch  greater  titan  was  ever  anticipated 
anybody  who  had  inquired  into  lie  snliject, 
was  not  going  into  the  question  of  the  prin- 
eiple ;  it  was  merely  a  question  npou  the  ex- 
pediency of  taking  so  mnch  of  the  stock.  It 
was  bdieved  by  the  stoekholders  that  the  stook 
woold  be  good ;  and  while,  in  a  pecnniory  point 
ot  view,  the  Government  wonid  not  lose,  he 
hoped  tiie  bill  would  paas  without  objeclioa. 

Mr.  Bkaxoh  wished  his  friend  from  Een- 
tnoky  would  soffer  this  bill  to  lie  over,  nntil 
the  great  qneMion  oonld  be  settled;  it  was 
known  that  there  was  a  bUl  before  the  Benate 
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roviditiK  tox  the  distribntion  of  the  pnblio 
tDODO^doing  justice  to  the  oonnliy,  and  pre- 
venting tite  appUoalaon,  by  Government,  of 
iiKW«j  to  poiposea  merely  local  This  bill 
went  fktrther  than  any  bill  that  had  ever  been 
preanted ;  by  psadog  this  bill,  they  were  about 
to  make  good  theinsolvenoiee  and  bankraptdes 
(^th«  State  of  Kentncky.  And  were  gentle- 
men prepared  to  take  wis  slept  He  trusted 
not :  ne  hoped  the  bill  would  lie  over.  He  was 
determined,  in  the  general  Bcramble  for  the 
pabUo  beasore,  to  get  what  belonged  to  North 
Carolina — nothing  more ;  he  did  not  want  any 
tiling  more  than  her  share.  If  there,  was  any 
objection  to  this,  he  shoold  like  to  have  half  a 
dozen  membors  of  the  Benate  cast  the  first  stone 
— "tbose  wholiveinbooees  of  glass,"  &o.,  says 
the  proverb.  There  was  no  gentleman  in  the 
Benate,  who  had  not,  at  some  time  or  other, 
.  made  umilar  applications,  Bia  Btate,  in  com- 
mon with  olJieTs,  had  instructed  him  to  demand 
what  belonged  to  her;  and  what  was  he  to 
do  f  Was  it  not  his  dut;  to  obey  his  inetmc- 
tionsf  And  yet  he  thought  it  was  wrong,  and 
be  wished  to  arrest  this  method  of  applying 
the  pnblio  mcmey.  If  we  have  a  mm  to  dis- 
pose of^  let  tis  do  it  eqnally  and  impartially. 
He  regretted  to  hesr  the  reasons  given  for  that 
grant ;  and  he  r^retted  to  hear  the  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenue  opposed  upon  constitu- 
tional gronnds.   BywhomwasthisJDstmetiiod 


opposed !  Was  it  by  those  who  had  uniformly 
opposed  the  distribntion  of  money  t  No ;  but 
it  was  by  men  who  were  always  in  favor  of 
appropriating  money  for  local  otgeots.  He  did 
not  Ceosnre  the  gentleman  for  asking  for  this 
grant,  for  it  was  no  more  than  almost  every 
member  of  the  Senate  had  done.  The  consti- 
tutional qnestion'had  been  overlooked,  and  pre- 
cedent uter  precedent  bad  been  established, 
until  it  was  slmost  impossible  to  prevent  it,  or 
refuse  the  ^plioants.  Let  us,  said  Mi.  B.,  in 
conclusion,  check  this  sjstem  of  legislation 
which  ahonlS  make  every  member  of  tne  Bea' 
ate  blush  when  he  looks  it  fall  in  the  &ce.  A 
new  era  la  approaching  and  let  us  make  the 
basis  of  the  new  Administration  upon  equitable 
gronnds.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  lie  upon  the 
table,  until  the  Dill  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  providing  for  the  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  revenue,  should  pass, 
and  the  question  be  settled. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the 
bill,  and,  iu  reply  to  the  remarks  of  lir.  Bbamok, 
assured  the  gentleman  that  should  anv  thing 
be  found  necessary  for  North  Carolina,  his  vote 
sboold  not  be  wanting.  Ho  was  sorry  they  had 
been  obliged  to  make  this  demand ;  he  regretted 
as  much  as  the  gentleman  &om  North  Carolina 
did,  the  necessity  of  making  it.  The  work 
was  commenced,  no  fraud  had  been  committed, 
all  the  proceedmgs  were  Mr  and  honorable, 
and  the  enterprise  had  proved  to  be  unlock;* 
The  work  was  not  one  alt<^ther  local  in  its 
interests ;  the  stockholders  were  not  confined 
to  Eentuoky ;  they  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Weetero  States,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and,  he 

g-esumed,  even  in  the  State  of  North  Oarolina. 
o  was  eatiafied  that  there  would  be  no  loss  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  either 
in  principal  or  interest ;  the  work  was  two- 
thirds  done,  and  now  they  were  checked  by 
unforeseen  consequences,  and  they  appealed  to 
OoDgresa.  If  it  was  the  first  appUcation  of  a 
similar  kind,  he  would  pause ;  but  it  was  not ; 
and  would  he  pause,  after  what  had  been  done, 
if  the  State  of  NorOi  Oorolina,  Rmilarly  rit- 
nated,  had  made  this  demand  t  He  would  not. 
He,  however,  now  took  the  ground  that  the 
Benate  might  i^eat  it,  and  ougnt  to  r^ect  it^  If 
they  considered  it  altogether  as  a  local  object. 
But,  could  that  be  called  local  in  which  the 
whole  Western  country  was  interested  which 
was  important  to  more  than  four  millions  of 
people — more  than  fought  the  batUea  of  our 
lievdution  t  it  this  was  local,  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen would  teU  him  what  was  general.  Tins 
was  the  only  manner  in  which  this  Qovem- 
ment  could  dJBtribnte  money  in  the  Western 
country :  for,  of  the  twenty-five  millions,  which 
were  annually  paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  what 
legitimate  o^ect  could  it  be  expended  in  the 
West  t  There  was  none ;  and  he  was  sufficient- 
ly latitudinarian  in  his  constrDction  of  the  con- 
Htitntion,  to  vote  for  similar  bills.  Ur  J.  offer- 
ed a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  oompony, 
which  was  leii  nptoiL  the  table. 
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Ur.  Jomi'STOir,  of  Loaisiana,  bu  i  be 
isfled  of  the  necessity  of  the  work,  and,  from 
an  ezaminatioD  of  the  report,  he  was  si^isfled 
that  the  affein  had  been  properly  managed, 
and  the  mon^  properly  expended.  He  be- 
lieved the  work  would  be  a  profltabli 
increase  of  trade  in  that  section  of  the  country 
was  incoDoeiTahle.  There  was  no  place  In  the 
ooontry  in  which  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
cotmtry  was  connected  hy  so  short  a  canal.  A 
reason  for  tlie  Inunodiato  passage  of  the  bill 
was,  that  the  waten  will  soon  Dse,  and  ob- 
struct the  work.  They  were  already  in  posses- 
rion  of  all  the  information  they  could  baye: 
and  unless  the  bill  passed  immediately,  it  could 
not  pass  tlie  otlier  House;  and  consequently 
the  whole  work  would  be  postponed  for  another 
twelve  montlis.  The  work,  said  Mr,  J.,  will 
be  completed  within  the  amonnt  oonteniplated 
in  the  act  of  incorporation.  The  resourees  of 
the  company,  inolading  capital,  property,  &c., 
were  fiiUy  adequate  to  the  completion  of  tlie 

Mr.  BBtrrov  supported  the  bill  on  the  grounds 
of  ita  importance ;  that  it  was  not  a  new  appli- 
cation ;  and  that  it  would  not  bo  any  loss  to 
the  United  Btates. 


Tus. — Vemn.  Barton,  Benton,  Bonligny,  Bui^ 
get,  Chase,  Cbunbers,  Elton,  Hendricks,  JohoBoa 
of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Louisiana,  Kane,  UcKin- 
ley.  If cLcan,  Harks,  Noble,  Ridgely,  Bobbiof,  Row- 
an, Rugglei,  Seyrooor,  Sikbee,  South  of  Ifaryluid, 
Webster,  Williams— 24. 

Nats.— Hessra.  Bell,  Berrien,  Branchy  Chandler, 
DickersoD,  Foot,  Rayne,  Holmes,  Ireddl,  Knight, 
Prince,  Sanford,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Tazewell, 
Tyler,  While,  Willey,  Woodbury— 1& 


THUBsniT,  January  29. 

The  report  of  tite  Oommittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary on  tiie  resolntioa  instraoting  them  to  oon- 
sider  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Judicial 

System  of  the  United  Btates  so  as  to  equalize 
the  distribution  of  jostice,  and  place  all  the 
States  on  a  similar  footing,  was  considered. 

Mr.  Bbebibk  sud,  the  resolution  was  npon  a 
eubject  of  great  magnitude  and  importance ;  it 
had  excited  great  interest  in  the  Kational  Legis- 
latnre,  both  now  and  at  other  times.  The  com- 
mittee were  instmcted  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  certam  alleged  ine- 
qttalities  in  the  present  organization,  and  sug- 
gest snch  measares  aa  in  their  opinion  wonld 
remedy  the  difficolty.  So  far  as  regarded  the 
present  Judicial  system,  no  diversity  of  opinion 
was  entertained  in  the  committee ;  all  agreed 
that  there  was  an  inequality,  which  ahoQld  be 
removed ;  but  when  tlie  committee  came  to 
inqnire  what  was  the  remedy,  they  found  it 
impossible  to  report  any  roecific  plan.  The 
result  bad  been,  Uiat,  in  their  report,  they  had 
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gone  into  a  historical  account  of  the  Judicial 
system,  showing  tlie  ineqnaUties,  and  atsted 
tiieir  Inability  to  concur  in  any  specific  plan. 
Their  ol^ect  had  been  to  present  the  s#!Ject  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate  in  sooh  a  maa- 
ner  that  it  ahonld  be  open  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate,  wbeUier  belonging  to  tiie  committM 
or  not,  to  saggest  any  specific  plan  for  th«  re- 
moval of  this  evil.  It  was,  perhaps,  a  snlgect 
of  too'mnch  importance  to  be  discharged  aC  th« 
present  moment  and  it  appeared  to  liim  to  be  a 
more  appropriate  treatment  of  the  anUect  to 
lay  it  npon  the  table,  that  it  might  be  called  up 
at  some  fntare  time.  Accordingly,  he  moved 
to  lay  the  report  upon  the  table. 

Xx.  WxBSTBB  added,  very  briefly,  that  tbo 
oonclnrion  of  the  report  suggested  aeTeral 
modes  in  which  the  ineqnalities  might  be  re- 
moved ;  and  the  subject  had  become  one  of  so 
mach  importance,  tnat  he  wished  to  hare  it 
brought  oefore  the  Senate,  If  it  could  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  early  day 
hereafter,  he  should  prefer  it  to  having  it  laja 
upon  the  table ;  but  he  was  wilUng  to  agree  in 
any  meaanre  thonght  moat  expedient. 

Mr.  BsRBiBN  said  he  was  willing  to  have  it 
made  the  order  of  the  day,  if,  when  that  ar- 
rived, the  Senate  wonld  be  prepared  to  act  up- 
on it.  But  they  probably  wonld  not ;  if  it 
was  Idd  upon  the  table,  it  could  be  called  up 
at  any  moment,  and  disooased.  Therefore  he 
renewed  his  motion,  and  the  bill  was  Itud  opm 
the  table. 

Seheol  Lavdi. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Bxbtoh,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  coneider  the  bill  allowing  the  re- 
linquishment of  the  nxteenth  sections  ^>pro- 
priated  for  schools  in  the  State  of  Mis^nippi, 
and  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lien  thereof. 

Mr.  Babton  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"Mississippi,"  and  insert  "any  township  in 
any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Staler" 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WtLXUMS, 

The  amendment  offered  yesterday  br  lb.  . 
8ui»)iiD  to  a  similar  bill  for  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, was  in(»rporat«d  with  this  bilL 

}&.  £Utoh  moved  to  ^insert  the  words  "in 
all  cases,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbanoh  said  he  oonld  view  these  grants 
of  the  public  lands  in  no  other  light  than  aa 

gire  donations,  without  any  equivalent  at  alL 
e  would  ask  the  gentlemen,  when  they  were 
giving  the  lands  away,  why  they  womd  not 
give  to  the  old  States!  Ee  appealed  to  their 
liberality.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  amended 
to  that  effect  He  believed  he  should  get  at 
his  object  more  readily  by  the  recommitment 
of  the  bill,  and  he  therefore  made  the  motion, 
for  the  express  object  of  making  some  provia- 
'  n  for  the  old  States. 

Mr.  EuiK  eiplfdned  the  bill.  In  the  settle- 
ment of  the  terms  upon  which  the  new  Btates 
were  admitted,  the  MXteenth  section  in  each 
township  was  reserved  for  the  lise  of  sdlools ; 
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io  BUiij  OMW  this  mxteenth  aeotioii  bad  proved 
to  be  buren  imd  Tuprodoctive,  Eud  tne  bill 
prorided  tli&t,  in  sDch  cases,  the  town  should 
be  lUowed  to  lelect  good  land.  Id  order  that 
tht  oiiirinBl  intentioD  might  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect Now,  aaid  Mr.  K.,  if  North  Oarolma  is 
lib«iiig  onaer  the  disadvantagea  of  having  bad 
kImmI  tanda  granted  to  her,  she  is  alreadj  pro- 
vided fbr  br  the  amendineDt  of  the  gentlenuw 
from  UjiBonri.  If  ilforth  Oarolina  has  no  such 
Itnds,  die  has  no  interest  in  the  bill.  If  the 
gtDtleman  wi&hed  for  a  new  grant,  he  would 

Xit  whether  it  was  proper  to  incoqwMte  it 
the  present  bill,  whuih  was  for  anotiier 

Ttx.  Bbutoh  said  he  was  not  in  Gonfress  at 
the  bine,  bnt  he  remembered  perfectJj  well, 
Kme  ten  or  fifteen  jears  ago,  when  new  States 
wen  admitted,  when  this  provinon  wss  made, 
tSui  the  old  States  made  a  clsim  for  a  similar 
gnmt,  which  was  resisted  on  the  groond  that 
this  was  not  to  be  oonmdered  as  a  donation, 
because  the  GoTemment  would  receive  an 
eqniTalent  in  the  enhanced  valne  of  its  own 
luda  ratnated  ocfj^ent  to  snch  school  lands. 
Hewonldaak  how  ihe;  received  an  equivalent, 
when  SDch  lands  were  worth  nothing  ?  If  the^ 
Tewived  no  eqaivalent,  then  it  was  a  donation. 

Mr.  BmoH  then  took  the  floor  in  opposition 
to  the  recommitment,  and  recapitulated  the 
lerma  upon  which  the  Statea  were  admitted, 
■nd  the  reeervations  made ;  and  concluded  by 
i^ing,  as  he  bad  a  thousand  times  before  said, 
IhU  the  new  States  did  not  consider  this  grant 
of  a  leotion  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  as  a  do- 
ution,  f<H'  tlie  Government  received  an  eqniv- 
iknt  in  Hke  privilegea  granted. 

Hr.  HnDRioKB  eud  that  the  propoaitioii  of 
the  Bmator  from  Nortb  Oarolma  opened  ft 
vide  field,  and  embraced  prinoiftles  which  he 
hid  notazpected  wonld  be  arawn  into  the  arga- 
ment  in  tbis  incidental  way.  He  Blinded  to 
^  oompaela,  the  prinoiples  on  which  the  new 
Statae  were  entitled  to  admission  into  _the 
Union,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  were 
■dmitted.  The  Senator  from  Mlssoari  (Mr. 
Betioh)  bad  said,  that  the  new  States  bad 
iKea  greatly  prejudiced  by  the  compacta.  In 
thrt  opinion  he  fully  concnrred.  It  wa»  his 
BpioioD  that  the  new  States  would  be  benefit- 
ed by  annnlling  those  oompacta,  and  he  had 
l>*retotbre  expressed  that  opinion  to  the  Sen- 
iteL  He  repelled  the  idea  that  the  compacts 
had  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  States ; 
Mid  they  had  been  enacted  by  taw,  and  origj- 
uQy  imposed  on  the  States,  rather  than  asked 
^  by  them ;  aaid  tbeir  validity  had  been  quea- 
tiooed,  and  might  wall  be  qneationed,  on  vari- 
ous gnmnda;  referred  to  the  resolntions  of 
I'nusiana,  and  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
jttue  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  pnblic 
undi,  and  to  the  proximate  attitude  of  Alaba- 
M*,  lUiaois,  and  Missouri,  on  the  same  subject. 
The  doctrine,  that  any  political  communis 
oay  transfer  to  another  political  community 
Its  sovereignly,  or  a  portion  of  it,  might  well 


be  qneationed,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  perpet- 
nal  obligation  of  those  compacts,  was  surely 
very  objectionable.  It  was  in  derogation  of  a 
principle  at  the  hams  of  onr  inatitntJonB — the 
principle  which  asserted  tbe  right  of  every  free 
people  to  change  and  modify  theii  constitution 
and  laws,  from  time  to  time,  as  their  condition 
may  require.  He  would  strictly  observe  the 
feaUi  of  compacts,  but  it  was  surely  allowable 
to  suggest  every  objection  to  them.  He  denied 
the  power  of  the  States  to  transfer  the  right  of 
their  own  soil  to  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  accept  such 
transfer ;  and  said,  that,  for  this  opinion,  there 
waa  the  highest  authoritj'.  He  referred  to  the 
construction  of  the  constittition,  given  by  Mr. 
Uonroe,  in  his  veto  on  the  Gate  bill,  and  to  ft 
recent  ailment  in  tbe  other  Honse,  on  the 
same  snbjeot ;  he  would  not  enter  further  into 
the  argument,  but  disclaimed  the  allegation 
that  the  compacts  were  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  new  States.  If  the  Senator  from  North 
Oarolina  had,  in  his  State,  vacant  lands,  and 
wished  to  appropriate  them  to  the  purposes  of 
education,  he  wonld  not  object,  but  be  did  ob- 
ject to  an  appropriation  of  the  soil  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  be  bad  tbe  honor  to  repre- 
sent, for  those  punMsea  in  North  Oarolina. 

Mr.  Bastok  said,  if  it  was  true  that  there 
was'  no  validity  in  the  compact,  as  it  was  called, 
although  he  considered  it  no  compact,  but 
merely  an  arrangement  between  owners  of 
property  for  the  disposal  of  that  property,  on 
the  supposition  that  the  individuals,  when 
maUng  the  contract,  for  their  descendants 
were  but  as  minors,  then  the  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina  was  manifesUy  right  in  his 
proportion  to  admit  the  old  States.  He  did 
not  himself  consider  these  compacts  invalid; 
he  considered  them  merely  arrangements  be- 
tween all  the  owners  of  a  common  property 
to  disptwe  of  that  property.  He  oonldtjiot 
discover  any  oljection  to  tbe  clums  of  the  old 
St«t«s  that  had  school  lauds.  He  thought  tbe 
new  States  were  entitled  to  snoh  lands  as  were 
granted  to  them  for  the  use  of  schools  without 
tbe  old  States  coming  in.  He  did  not  see  that 
there  was  any  invalidity  on  the  gronnd  of  minor- 
ity, and  believed  the  whole  argument  wrong : 
for  it  was  an  arrangement  made  between  par- 
ties fnlly  competent. 

Ur.  Hkkdbioes  replied,  that  tbe  Senator 
from  Hissonri  (Hr.  Babton)  had  said,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  former  remarks,  that  if  the  com- 
pacts were  of  no  validity,  then  certainly  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  North  Oarolina 
was  correct — for  then  the  public  lands,  unem- 
barrassed by  all  restrictions,  would  belong  to 
the  Union,  and  might  fairly  be  distributed 
among  the  States.  He  wished  to  be  correctly 
understood.  Perhaps  the  word  validity  wonld 
not  BO  well  express  his  meaning  as  some  other 
word.  He  eaxei  not  for  terms,  but  thought  it 
was  absolutely  certain  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  passing  laws  requiring  llieM 
compacts,  understood  the  subject  very  difib^ 
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cot);  from  the  Senstor  from  UissonrL  Oon- 
peoi  had  required  the  new  States  to  BtipiilBt« 
tJiat  thej  would  not  interfere  with  the  primarj 
diaposal  of  the  Boil,  snd  that  they  would  not 
tax  the  lands  ibr  a  speoifiwi  period  after  their 
Bale.  Now  if  the  Congress  of  that  3mj  b«lieved 
that  the  States,  vithoot  theee  oompactB,  after 
their  admiMioii  into  the  TInion,  would  hare  no 
BDoh  power,  wh7  was  it  thonght  otKxaurj  to 
restrict  them  hj  compaota)  It  is  evident  that 
Congress  believed  the  power  would  exist  in  the 
States,  or  they  would  have  taken  no  measnrw 
to  restrain  it£  exercise — wonld  not  have  im- 
posed the  compacta.  He  wonld  respect  the 
oom^acta  while  thejr  had  the  fonn  of  existence, 
but  it  would  eurelf  b«  permitted  to  the  new 
States,  even  at  this  late  day,  to  saj,  that  thej 
'  'hat  OoogreiB  <  " 
IB  they  gained. 


had  bard  banuna.  and  that  Ooogrew  o<wht 
not  to  retain  taa  advantages  thef  gained.  Mr. 
H.  spoke  Of  the  politiou  balance  whicit  had 


'originally  arjjasted  the  powers  of  govermnont 
between  the  States  and  the  Union,  and  eaid  that, 
if  this  balance  were  destroyed  liy  oessiona,  on 
the  part  of  the  States  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, whether  of  abstract  polidcal  power  or 
the  object  of  Its  exercise,  their  system  was  de- 
stroyed, 

Mr.  Bebbibh  b^  he  had  given  a  noldoe  jres- 
terdaj,  and,  for  the  pnrpose  of  redeeming  liis 
pledge,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  npoa  the  table, 
and  that  the  Senate  prooeed  to  Ute  considera- 
tioQ  of  Exeonldve  buainees ;  which  motion  pre- 
Tuled. 

TatiBBDAr,  Febmaij  B. 


The  fbllowing  resolution,  yeat«rday  submit- 
ted by  JCr,  Hatnb,  was  taken  np  for  oonsider- 
•ation : 

"yu*«lvtd,  ThAt  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
Btatea  be  reqaested  to  canse  to  be  Uid  before  the 
Senate  «  detailed  statement  of  the  eipenses  incorred 
In  fitting  out  snd  preparing  an  eipedittOD  for  ex- 
ploring the  Padfic  Ocean  aud  South  Seaa ;  together 
nVth  the  additional  amounts  which  will  be  neces- 
sary to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  such  an  expedition. 
And  that  he  b«  also  rcqocated  to  canse  to  be  sub- 
ndtted  a  detailed  statement,  sboiring  the  several 
amonnti  transferred  ttma  the  di^rant  heads  of  ap- 
proptiatloos  for  the  support  of  the  navy  to  this  ob- 
ject and  the  anthgiity  by  which  aoch  ttansfers  have 
been  made." 

In  explanation  of  the  ol^eot  of  the  re»olu- 

Ur.  Hazitb  sud  it  bad  been  submitted  by 
him  under  the  direction  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Naval  AfEurs.  A  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, appropriating  60,000.  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  exploring  the  PaciSo  Ocean  and 
Bonth  Sesa,  had  been  referred  to  that  commit- 

Din  consequence  of  which,  their  chairman 
been  directed  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requiring  of  him  an  ex- 
planation of  the  views  of  the  Department  as  to 


the  ol^eota  of  the  expedition,  and  a  s 
of  the  expenses  alread^r  inonrred,  with  an  esti- 
mate of  the  further  expense  that  wonld  be  in- 
curred in  fitting  it  out.  An  answer  had  been 
received  from  the  Secretary,  which  wu  not  al- 
together satiafaetory  to  uie  conimitt«e.  H« 
hM  giTen  an  explanation  of  the  plan  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  what  had  alraady  been  done  in 
nirtharanoe  of  it;  stated  some  of  the  expenses 
which  had  been  inoorred,  but  did  not  give  all 
the  information  required.  He  want  of  the 
accounts  was  the  reason  alleged  ithj  the  desired 
informslion  had  not  been  afforded.  In  the  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  by  the  ocHnnuttea, 
some  circnmstancee  had  ocoDrred,  which  in- 
duced them  to  submit  this  call  In  cn^erto 
present  to  the  Senate  the  views  which  infln- 
enoed  the  oommitteck  he  wonld  give  a  brief 
history  of  this  explramg  expedition,  uid  state 
whi^  had  already  been  dona  in  referenoe  to 
ibject 

__iieU»t 

of  the  enwdition  c  „      .        „ 

ing  with  nim  several  memorials,  dgned  I7  pw- 
sons  of  re^>ectability,  prafin^  that  CkmgreM 
wonld  either  fit  ont  an  expedition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  exploratiois  at  the  South  PiJe, 
or  thatthejwDuldaid  in  fitting  ont  each  an  ex- 
pedition. The  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Naval  AffUrs,  in  the  other 
House,  who  communicated  with  the  head  of 
the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject ;  and  he 
held  in  his  hand  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  that  committee^  ftom  which  be 
would  r^  a  few  estrftcts  for  the  informataon 
of  the  Senate.  [Here  Hr.  H.  read  from  Oie 
letter  of  the  Secretary  as  follows :] 

"The  expedition  onght  not  to  be  large  nor  ex- 
pensiTe.  Other  natioDS  have  erred  on  this  point. 
It  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  the  memorialitt  that 
Congress  should  t^ord  aid,  not  ftunish  the  whole 
expense.  If  this  node  be  preferred  by  the  com- 
mittee, all  &at  tlie  bill  need  provide  Is,  that  'the 

snm^of dollan  be  appropiUed  to  aid  in  fiUing 

out  an  expedition  to  explore  the  FadSc  Ocean  and 
Bonth  Seas.'    If  it  be  tba  bitentlen  that  the  whole 


States  be,  and  he  la  hereby,  antborized  to  canse  to 
be  fitted  oat  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Fadfio 
Ocean  and  South  Seas ;  and  that  the  som  of—- 
dolUra  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for 
that  object.'  Tbe  blank  ought  to  be  filled  with 
46,000  or  60,000  dollara." 

On  the  receipt  of  this  communication  from 

the  Secretary,  (said  Ur.  H.J  the  committee  re- 
ported a  bill,  similar,  he  believed,  in  all  its 
provisions,  to  that  now  befcn^  the  Senate,  tak- 
mg  the  whole  matter  into  the  hands  of  the 
Qovemment,  authorizing  the  President  to 
cause  the  expedition  to  be  fitted  ont,  and  ap- 
propriating 60,000  dollars  for  that  ol^ect.  The 
committee  reported  the  bill  some  time  in 
Uarch,  but  it  was  not  acted  on — Congress  be- 
ing either  unwilling  to  act  upon  the  subject  at 
all,  or  not  having  time  to  do  so.    Congress 
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itfj*  <rf'  the  olme  of  tlie  Boadon,  hovrever,  tu; 
on  tiie  IMh  of  Maj-j  a  member  of  tiie  House 
mtnnitted  the  following  regolntioiiB,  which,  on 
the  Slst  of  Uie  same  moDth,  were  oonsidei<ed 


and  agreed  to  by  that  House,  tIz  : 

'^Rttoivti,  That  it  la  expedient  that  one  of  our 
■man  pnblie  veaela  be  sect  to  tbe  Paciflo  Ocean 
and  SoDth  Seaa,  to  examine  the  coBsta,  ialands, 
bartKin,  ahoab,  and  Tee&,  tn  those  seas,  and  to  as- 
certain their  troe  situation  and  deacription. 

"Jitttitd,  That  the  FresideDt  of  the  0clled 
States  be  requested  to  send  one  of  oar  small  pubUc 
ikpia  into Ihoee  seta, fottliatparposa;  andthathe 
be  Tetfoeated  toaflbrdsueh&idlilieeasmajbewith- 
inihe  leach  of  (he  KaTyDepartment,  to  att^  tlie  ob~ 
jeet  propeaed :  FroTlded  It  can  be  etTeoIed  vithont 
pc^odioe  to  tbe  general  interest  of  the  naial  ser- 
Ties ;  and  provided  it  niaj  be  done  withont  farther 
apfvopriations  daring  tbe  present  year. 

neM  Teecdotione  were  never  eeut  to  the 
8e&at«  for  their  oononrrence,  and  consequently 
CMMild  not  be  oonaidered  as  eanotioned  by  Oon- 
ffTM*.  KeTertbel««a,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy 
had  Mtted  npon  t2ie  sat^ect^  in  the  same  man-- 
ner  as  be  wcmld  have  done,  not  only  if  the  res- 
dnticHis  had  paaeed  both  Eonses,  bnt  as  if  the 
<vig4nAl  bill  lutd  become  a  law.  The  epedfic 
upropriations  made  for  the  Keneral  porpoeea 
a  the  Nary  had  been  applied^  at  pleeaore,  to- 
wards this  object ;  and  now  this  bill  is  sent  to 
DS  for  oar  approbation,  going  to  sanction  what 
had  already  been  done  by  the  Secretary.  This 
was  its  object  It  appeared  to  the  committee 
aa  of  the  last  importance  that  this  matter 
should  be  carefnlly  looked  into.  The  Senate 
was  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislatore, 
and  no  appropriation  could  legally  be  made  for 
a  pnblio  otjeot  without  their  conooireDce. 
Whether  tqipropriations  made  by  law  for  par- 
ticular objects  anonld  be  suffered  to  be  trans- 
fored  to  thoee  which  were  not  authorized  by 
law,  was  a  question  which  it  was  desirable  to 
bring  to  the  view  of  the  pnblie.  The  resolu- 
tion (JCr.  H.  said)  nimished  no  anthoiity  for 
what  had  been  done  in  this  caw.  Ana  be 
quoted  that  clause  of  tbe  constitntion  which 
provided  that  "ever;^  order,  resolution,  or 
vote,"  to  t)e  obligatory,  must  have  the  sanction 
of  both  Houses,  and  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
denL  An  appropriation  1^11  bad  no  effect,  nn- 
leas  passed  by  both  Houses,  and  approved  by 
the  President ;  and.  tbe  rule  was  the  same  as 
ta  reeolntioDS  requiring  the  appropriation  of 
money,  or  which  related  to  any  matter  of  pnb- 
lie concern.  Bat  if  these  resolntions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  ooold  be  considered 
as  an  authority,  tbey  had  not  been  pursued. 

Mr.  H.  then  commented  on  the  resolntions 
passed  by  the  other  House,  and  explained  their 
object.  ITiey  provided  for  sending  out  cne  of 
MM-  miuiU  MMsb,  provided  it  could  be  done 
withont  iiijnry  to  tlie  pnblio  service,  and  with- 
out any  mcrease  of  eipenditnre :  in  olher 
words,  that  toe  of  onr  small  craising  vesaele 
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mi^t  be  detaohed  on  this  service.  Bnt  the 
meaanree  pnrsned  by  the  Secretary  were  thfl 
same  as  if  the  law  now  before  the  Senate  had 
been  paaeed  daring  the  last  session.  It  seemed 
the  Secretary  had  considered  the  resolntfon  in 
the  light  of  a  law,  giving  him  an  unlimited  dis- 
cretion. What  had  been  done  I  Why,  the 
Peacock  had  been  rebuilt,  at  an  expense  probai- 
bly  exceeding  the  construction  of  a  aloop  of 
war ;  she  had  been  doubly  1iml>ered,  and  oth- 
erwise fltt«d  for  this  partioular  service.  A  brig 
had  been  purehased  at  an  expense  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  (with  the  onderstanding,  it  is  true, 
that,  if  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out,  she 
ahonld  be  taken  back  by  her  owners.)  A 
sehooner  was  also  to  be  procured,  to  serve  u 
a  provirion  siilp.  An  agent  had  been  employed 
to  procure  liwmnation,  at  an  expense  of  from 
five  hondred  to  one  thousand  dollars ;  and  in 
addition  to  the  naval  officers  selected  for  the 
service,  a  scientific  oorpe  had  been  organized: 
five  or  six  persons,  sooh  as  an  astronomer,  a 
□ataralist,  a  draughtsman,  and  surveyora,  had 
also  been  engag^  together  with  an  hist(»i- 
ographer.  One  of  these  was  to  make  observa- 
tiona  on  our  commerce,  another  was  to  write 
the  history  of  the  expedition,  &a. 

The  salaries  of  these  officer^  we  are  inform- 
ed, would  each  avertse  abont  1,600  dollar* 
mnnm — some  condderably  more,  and  stnne 
The  mathemadoal  instruments  had  ooet 
abont  3,000  dollars;  in  addition  tA  which, 
extra  supplies  and  provisions  were  to  he  pro- 
cured. These  were  some  of  the  eipendibirea 
already  contracted  for,  and  incnrred,  whldi 
bad  bees  drawn  without  any  lawful  anthoritj 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  navy.  It  was 
important  to  have  fall  information  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  a  detailed  stat«ment  was  required  of  all 
the  actual  expenditures  whioh  had  been  made, 
of  the  items  of  wUoh  it  ocoulsted,  as  weU  as 
the  whole  amonnt^  and  of  what  would  yet  ba 
rconked  to  cover  the  wh61e  expense  of  the  ex- 
pedition. The  importance  of  the  exploring 
izpedition  was  nothing,  in  coropaiison  with 
the  QQcetion — (one  of  the  most  important  that 
could  be  discussed)— of  tbe  power  assumed  by 
the  Executive  to  transfer,  at  pleasure,  appro- 
priations made  by  law  to  certun  olfjecta,  to  an- 
other and  distinct  object,  not  having  the  sane- 
tion  of  Oongreea.  How  far  Congress  would 
subsequently  sanction,  and  thereby  legaliia 
such  a  practice,  was  a  very  important  question. 
We  require,  before  making  onr  appropriatJona 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  year,  that  the  esti- 
mates ehaU  be  submitted  to  u&  down  to  the 
smalleet  oontingenoy ;  and  yet  these  mi^t  al- 
ways be  diverted  to  other  oyects. 

With  regard  to  this  South  Polar  expedition, 
he  repeats,  there  was  no  law  to  sanction  it. 
Tet  the  whole  oountry  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  such  a  law,  and  tbe  Department 
had  transferred,  at  pleasure,  appropriatitms 
made  by  law  to  other  objects,  to  fitting  out  a 
magnificent  expedition.  He  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  another  view  of  Uw 
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Viligeot.  ItwAa  impoBBible  the  public  ahoold 
ever  know  how  mnob  this  ezp«dition  wonid 
ooBt,  without  oalUng  for  this  infonnatkia.  He 
wotdd  venture  the  ttasertioD  that,  instead  of 
$00,000,  it  would  cost  nearer  half  a  million. 
He  had  a  statement  before  him — it  had  been 
made  hastily,  and  was  onlj  an  estimate,  he  ad- 
mitted— but  he  believed  it  was  anfflloiently  ac- 
corate  at  least  to  serve  the  purposes  of  illas- 
tration,  ao  as  to  pnt  thia  mutter  in.  a  proper 
light  Flrst^  the  Peaoock  had  been  rebnilt — at 
what  coat  he  did  not  know — bnt  most  proba- 
bly at  an  increased  oost  over  an  ordinary  doop 
of  war.  Take  the  Boston  sloop,  which  was 
btdlt  at  one  of  the  oheapest  yards  in  the  oonn- 
try,  as  an  example ;  she  cost  the  Qovemment 
96,000  dolkn — the  Peaoock  might  perhtqia  be 
put  down  at  a  hondred  thousand,  when  fitted 
ont  and  ftilly  prepared  for  sea.  A  brig  had 
been  purchased  at  10,000  dollars,  andwonld 
probably  require  C,OOD  for  repairs,  and  as  mnch 
more  to  fit  her  properly  for  the  expedition. 
The  provision  ship,  probably  30,000  dollars. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  estimates  her  at  16,- 
000— making  1S5,000  dollarH.  The  agent  1,- 
000;  InBtroments  2,000  dollars;  contingencies 
10,000  dollars.  Then  oome  the  provisions,  and 
BiQiport  of  these  vessels  at  sea.  Ordinary 
sloops  of  war  required,  he  believed,  abont40,000 
dtdlars  per  annum;  schooners,  about  SO,O00 
dollars;  say,  for  the  three  vessels  employed, 
80,000  dollars;  contingencies  10,000,  making 
100,000  dollars,  in  roond  numbers,  per  annum. 
It  was  probable  the  expedition  woold  not  be 
completed  in  less  than  three  years,  (the  Secre- 
tary estimates  two  years  and  a  half;)  making 
800,000  dollars.  Add  to  this  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  veasela,  die.,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that,  before  this  en)edition  is  completed,  the 
whole  expense  would  probably  not  fall  much 
short  of  half  a  million  of  dollars.  True,  the 
bill  appropriates  bnt  C0,000  doUors ;  bnt  this 
is  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  expend- 
ed, and  the  sums  to  be  hereaflier  expended,  out 
of  the  navy  appropriations.     He  would  not 

fireteud  this  statement  was  at  all  accurate,  but 
t  was  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  information 
was  wanted  from  the  Department,  that  we 
might  form  some  correct  idea  of  the  cost  to  the 
country  of  this  expedition,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine if  it  was  worth  our  while  to  prosecute  it. 
Mr.  H.  said  that  the  committee  were  tudn- 
Hiced  by  these  views,  in  calling  for  the  infor- 
mation required  by  this  reaolndon.  The  mer- 
its of  the  expedition  were  not  intended  to  be 
now  discussed ;  but,  however  important  it  may 
be  considered  by  some  gentlemen,  it  was 
deemed  more  important  not  to  sanction  the 
measures  that  hod  been  pursued  in  this  busi- 
ness. For  himself  he  would  say,  that  he  con- 
sidered the  plan  of  the  expedidou,  as  disclosed 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as 
extremely  objectionable.  Here  was  a  scientific 
corps,  created  by  the  mere  will  of  an  Executive 
officer,  already  selected,  and  only  waiting  for 
Uie  passage  of  this  bill  to  reo^ve  their  appoint- 


ments. They  were  to  receive  sBlaries  of  from 
1,600  dollars  to  2,000  or  8,000  dollars,  and  they 
were  to  perform  daties  which  would  reduce 
the  officers  of  the  navy  connected  with  the  ex- 
pedition to  insignificance.  The  observationa — 
commercial,  astronomical,  and  scientiflo— were 
all  to  be  made  and  reported  to  Government  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  one  of  them  was  finally 
to  write  and  publish  the  history  of  the  voyage. 
What,  he  would  ask,  was  to  be  left  to  the  naval 
officera?  They  were  merely  to  command  the 
sailors  and  to  navigate  the  ^ips.  The  Captma 
(as  gallant  and  intelligent  an  officer  as  any  in 
the  navy  service)  was  to  incur  all  the  responsi- 
bility, without  anaring  in  the  honor  that  might 
be  acquired.  If  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  that  tbe 
expedition  be  now  sent  oat,  for  the  credit  c^ 
the  Na^  he  should  endeavor  to  have  it  put  oa 
B  better  footing.  The  officers  of  the  navy,  as 
it  was  at  present  organized,  were  to  be  mere 
navigators ;  this  did  not  meet  his  approbation ; 
be  wonld  have  them  at  the  head  of  the  expe- 
dition ;  and  the  scientific  corps  should  be  their 
mere  agents  and  instruments.  To  the  hkvj 
should  belons  the  glory  of  iha  enterprise,  if  any 
glory  was  to  oe  acquired  in  iL 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


UoHD^T,  Febraary  0. 
Cowiting  Eleetoral  Vota, 

Tb.  Tazrwbll,  from  the  Jmnt  Oommittee 
appointed  for  tbe  purpose,  rqiorted,  in  put, 
the  following  resolution : 

"JCetoIved,  Thst  the  two  Houses  shall  issemble  in 
the  Cbamt>er  of  the  House  of  BepreBentatives,  on 
Wednesday,  the  11th  day  of  February,  )8tS,  at 
twelve  o'clock ;  that  one  person  be  appointed  Teller 
on  the  put  of  tlie  Senate,  sod  two  persons  be  q>- 
polnled  Tellers  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  make 
a  list  of  the  votes  for  Pretident  and  Vice  Preaident 
of  the  United  States,  as  they  shall  be  declared ;  that 
the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  who  shall  announce  to  the  two  Houses,  as- 
sembled M  >fores)dd,  (he  state  of  the  vote,  and  the 
person  or  peraons  elected,  if  it  shall  appear  that  a 
choice  bath  been  made  agreeably  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  tJnited  States  j  which  communication 
■boll  be  deemed  a  sufficient  declantion  of  the  per- 
son or  pereons  elected,  and,  ti^etbcr  with  a  list  of 
the  votes,  shall  be  entered  on  the  joomals  of  the 
two  Houses. 


Ttjmdat,  Fehmary  10. 
South  Carolina  Protest  againtt  ttie  Tariff  e^ 
1823. 
Mr.  SmxH,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
following  protest  of  the  State  of  South  0«n^- 
na,  against  the  system  of  duties  lateh-  eetab- 
li^ed  by  the  Government  of  the  TJnited  States : 


;.C00^^|C 
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"The  Semite  and  Houae  of  KepresenUtivei  of 
BMIh  ChrolinK,  now  met,  mnd  aitUiiK  in  Geairal  As- 
MsiblT^-tiiroDgh  the  Hononble  Williui  Sum, 
ud  the  HoDOntble  BoBun  Y.  H^nik,  their  Bepre- 
•oMtiTM  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  8tat«e— do, 
m  the  Dime  wd  on  behalf  of  the  good  people  of  the 


ndenl  OoTemment,  for  the  following  rsMon^ : 

"1.  Becuue  the  good  people  of  Ibia  CommoD- 
■Mhh  believe  that  the  powers  of  Conereu  were 
ddegaled  to  it  !□  tnui  tar  the  accomplbhment  of 
ecrtiin  Bpecified  objects,  which  limit  end  control 
dmi,  and  that  everj  exercise  of  them  for  U17  other 
^tp«se,  is  a  liolaUon  of  tbe  constitution,  aa  unwar- 
notable  as  the  uadisgqised  aeBumptioD  of  sobstaa- 
tn  Indepeiident  powera,  not  grantod  or  eipresslj 
■idiMd. 

"  t.  Becaoie  the  power  to  U7  datiea  on  imports 
a,  aad,  in  it*  Teij  natnre,  can  be,  ont;  a  meaiie  of 
db«taig  tbe  object*  apooified  b;  the  constitution ; 
'  «  QoTemment,  and,  least  of  all,  a  Gov- 


fe  jnitiBed  bj  pablic  neceautT,  and  cleari;  with- 
in the  KOpe  and  purriew  of  tEie  social  compact ; 
udrince  tbe  right  of  conBning  appropriations  of 
die  public  monej  to  each  legitimate  and  conetitu- 
^aati  objects  la  as  essential  to  tbe  liberties  of  the 
pHSfde,  IS  their  nnquestioiuJile  privilege  to  be  taxed 
oslf  bj  their  own  consent. 

"1  Becauge  tbcf  belieTe  that  the  Tariff  Law, 
psMd  bj  ConKTCBs  at  its  last  session,  and  all  other 
of  which  tne  •  '  ■  ■  ' 
-un&ctaies,  < 
Uistrj — if  they  be  considered 
an^iosed  power  in  Congress,  to  tax  tbe  people  at 
ill  an  good  will  and  pleasure,  and  to  appi;  the 
wae^  raised  to  objecta  not  specified  bj  the  cou- 
■litition — is  a  Tiolation  of  these  fundamenUI  prin- 
lipta,  •  breach  of  a  well-defined  trust,  and  a  perver- 
skn  of  the  high  powers  Tested  in  the  Federal  Gor- 
omunt  for  federal  purposes  only. 

"l-BeeaiiBe  such  acta,  considered  In  the  light  of 
tr^nlitian  of  commeree,  are  eqnall;  liable  to  ob- 
JNtMQ ;  once,  althoDgh  tbe  power  to  regulate  com- 
uree,ma7,  ''^e  other  powers,  be  exercised  so  as  to 
pnXeM  domesdo  manu&cturea,  jet  it  Is  elearif  dis- 
^KiiUied  from  a  power  to  do  so  ra  nomtiu,  both 
h  Uie  nature  of  the  thing  and  in  the  common  ao- 
Mpta&on  of  the  terms ;  and  because  the  confoond- 
i>t  of  them  would  iMd  to  tbe  meet  eitraTagant 
tnlU;  sisce  the  eocontagement  of  domestic  in- 
fetttj  fanpCet  an  absolute  control  over  all  the  in- 
f^natj  resonrces,  and  porsuita,  of  a  people ;  and  Is 
'^cousutent  with  the  idea  of  any  other  than  a  sim- 
ple consolidated  Oovemment. 

"S.  Because,  from  the  cotemporaneoos  eiposi- 
BOOS  of  the  constitution,  in  the  numbers  of  the 
federiGit,  (which  Is  cited  only  because  the  Supreme 
Omrt  has  rec(^iiized  its  authority,)  it  is  clear  that 
■«  power  to  regulato  commerce  was  considered  by 
w  couTeotion  as  only  iuddentallj  connected  with 
■l"*  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  manufactures; 
Ud  beeauae  the  power  of  laying  imposts,  and  duties 
on  imports,  was  not  understood  to  justify,  in  any 
"*<,  a  prohibition  of  foreign  commodities,  except 
M  a  meami  of  extending  commerce,  by  coercing 
'<*^igu  nations  to  a  fair  reciprocity  in  their  iuter- 
wnrae  with  us,  or  for  some  other  bona  fido  com- 
BKrdil  porpoie. 
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"  6.  Because,  whilst  the  power  to  protect  manu- 
factures is  nowhere  expressly  granted  to  Congress, 
nor  can  be  con«dered  as  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  effect  any  specified  power.  It  soems  to  be 
expressly  reserved  to  tbe  States  by  the  tenthaection 
of  the  first  article  of  the  constitutian. 

"7.  Because,  even  admitting  Congress  have  a 
constitutional  right  to  protect  manu&otures  by  tha 
imposition  of  duties,  or  by  regulations  of  commerce, 
desigued  principally  for  that  puipose,  yet  a  tariff,  of 
which  the  operation  is  grossly  unequal  and  oppres- 
sive, ia  such  an  abuse  of  power  aa  is  incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  a  fn^  Oovernment  and  the 
great  ends  of  ciril  society,  justice,  and  equality  of 
rights  and  protection. 

"S.  Knilly,  because  South  Carolina,  A'om  her 
olimate,  situation,  and  peculiar  institntiona,  is.  and 
mnst  erer  contione  to  be,  wholly  dependent  upon 
agriculture  and  commerce,  not  only  for  her  pros- 
perity, but  for  her  very  eiistence  as  a  State — 
because  the  valuable  products  of  her  soil,  tbe  bless- 
ingH  by  which  Divine  Providence  seems  to  liave  de- 
signed to  compensate  for  the  great  disadvantages 
under  which  she  suffers  in  other  respects,  are  among 
the  very  fbw  that  can  be  ciUtivated  with  any  profit 
by  slave  labor ;  and  ii^  by  the  loss  of  her  foreign 
commerce,  these  products  should  be  confined  to  an 
inadequate  market,  tha  fate  of  this  fertile  State 
would  be  poverty  and  ntter  desolatiotl ;  her  citizen! 
in  despair,  would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  re- 
gions, and  the  whole  frame  and  constitution  of  her 
civil  polity  be  Impaired  and  deranged,  If  not  diesolT- 
ed  entirely. 

*'  Deeply  improBied  with  these  condderalloni,  the 
Bapresentatives  of  the  good  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, anxiously  de«rmg  to  live  in  peace  with  thur 
fellow-citizens,  and  to  do  all  that  in  them  lies  to 
preserve  and  perpetuate  the  Union  of  the  Slates, 
and  the  hberties  of  which  it  is  tbe  surest  pledge — 
but  feeling  it  to  be  their  bounden  duty  to  expose 
and  to  resist  all  eucroachmenta  upon  the  tnie  s[uii( 
of  tbe  constitution,  lest  an  apparent  acquiescence 
in  the  system  of  protecting  duties  should  be  drawn 
into  precedent,  do,  in  the  name  of  tbe  Common- 
weal»i  of  South  Carolina,  clum  to  enter  upon  the 
Journals  of  tbe  Senate  tiielr  protest  against  it,  as 
unconstltntionaL  oppressive,  and  unjust. 
"BENRT  DBAS, 

PrendttiX  of  the  SsniOt. 
"BEHJ.  FANEUIL  DANSIN, 
Bpeaktr  of  the  Emiat  of  Seprtttniaiiim. 
[L.B.]    STEPHEN  D.  WLLEB." 

Ur.  8.  s^d  that,  in  presantjng  this  protest,  it 
was  not  his  purpose  to  go  fully  into  tie  otfjeo- 
tiona  whioh  could  be  rused  against  the  system, 
but  it  was  bis  intention  to  make  a  few  remarls, 
Boggeated  by  tbe  occamon.  South  Carolina  be- 
lieved that  when,  as  a  Bovereign  State,  she 
Borrendered  a  portion  of  her  territory,  it  wag 
for  certain  ana  speoi&ed  objects ;  and  that, 
when  those  objects  were  accomplished,  the 
anthority  ceded  to  tbe  General  Goyemment 
was  at  an  end;  that  any  meaaares  puraned 
beyond  tbe  objects  first  contemplated,  was  a 
violation  of  the  compact:  It  beloDged  to  the 
States  to  resome  the  autbority.  SoaQi  Oarolina 
did  not  assent  to  tbe  postulate,  that  tbe  anthor- 
itj  was  ever  delegated  to  the  Oovernment, 
wblob  tbe  GoTemment  had  asanmed,  over  tndl- 

ogle 


ABRIDOHSMT  OV  TBE 


Suura.} 


8ou&  CanHita  Pntat  at 


It  At  TaTif<tfl626. 


[Fbbboibt,  1EL29; 


Tidtula  md  propertj'  composing  the  8tat«. 
Bonth  Oarolina  had  a  de«p  intereat  in  the  Qov- 
«nimait.  She  had  been  as  patriotio  as  an; 
Btate  in  the  Bevolntionar;  contest,  hi  that 
strn^le,  she  furnished  her  fnll  proportLan  of 
resourcea;  she  epUt  her  due  proportion  of 
blood;  and  in  point  of  priratioua,  waste  of 
propertj,  and  indiridnal  snffering,  there  ahe 
irRs  without «  compeer.  She  had  been  oontont 
to  obe7  all  the  requidtiona  of  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment, and  she  had  done  bo,  from  the  T«9eo- 
tion  that  tver  mflerings  were  not  for  the  benefit 
of  one  member  only,  hnt  of  the  whole  Union. 
8be  had  snrrenderea  what,  npon  the  considera' 
tion  of  wealth,  would  have  plaoed  her  among 
the  most  opolent  Statee  in  the  Union,  had  she 
retuned  tC  And  she  had  done  it  for  no  other 
compensation,  with  no  other  intention,  with  no 
other  deaire,  than  her  eipeotation  of  the  proteo- 
tion  of  the  General  Gtoyemment.  After  that 
■tniggle  was  over,  she  was  an  independent 
iovereign;  ihe  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  Gov-' 
emment  of  the  whole,  except  by  tlie  oompaet 
to  pay  her  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
She  Uien  murendered  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment a  part,  the  profits  of  which  were  aecond  to 
few,  if  any,  in  the  Union,  and  which,  except  for 
the  present  droamataDce&  would  be  second  to 
but  one  in  the  ooontry.  All  this  South  Caroli- 
na, perfectly  informed  of  the  objeote  to  be 
attained,  was  willing  te  jield  for  the  sake  of 
imion,  and  was  willmg  to  add  her  strength  to 
that  of  the  others,  that  she  might  have  th^ 
■bvngth  to  protect  her  rights.  She  sorrendravd 
almost  every  thing  in  receiving  the  oonstitntion, 
and  obtf^ed  nothing  more  from  the  Govern- 
ment than  her  own  sovereignty  already  gave 
her.  She  gave  np  her  wealtU  for  the  seonri^ 
of  the  other  Utetes.  Sonth  Oarolina,  in  yield- 
ing all  this,  never  regretted  that  she  did  so, 
nntil  she  foond  that  her  tighte  were  not  seoDied 
as  she  expected  they  would  be.  Laws  were 
passed  wluch  restrained  her  citizens,  and  dis- 


States,  Althoagh  suffering  aU  these  wroogSj 
South  Oarolina  never  refused  the  demands  of 
the  Government.  In  the  last  war,  her  citizens 
were  not  only  vi^lant  to  observe  the  laws 
themselves,  bat  they  nsed  Dnnsoal  vigilanoe  to 
defend  them  agunst  the  infractions  of  others. 
Dnring  seven  years  of  the  old  war,  it  was  her 
pride  to  suffer  for  the  general  good  ;  and  iqwn 
the  retnm  of  peace,  the  face  of  her  country  was 
indeed  a  dreary  waste.  She  had  risen  again,  bnt 
after  three  years  of  the  last  war,  she  was  agun 
reduced;  yonr  embargo  and  your  non-inter- 
ooorse  laws  had  prevented  her  sending  ont  her 
products;  she  was  obliged  to  retain  tnem,  and 
on  the  retnm  of  peace  a  second  time,  she  wsa 
again  in  poverty.  News  ctf  the  peace  was 
received  in  February,  1816 ;  a  law  impomng  an 
extra  dnty  for  the  pioteotion  of  mano&otnres 
dragged  on  the  heels  of  that  declaratSon.  Yon 
were  then  tol<l  for  the  first  time,  that  there 
was  a  great  oad,  important  manufacturing  inter- 


est In  the  country,  which  oalled  alood  for  your 
protection.  OoroUna  yielded,  nnder  the  im- 
pression that  the  stipulation  was  te  render 
proteotioD  to  any  State,  even  if  it  was  not  for 
the  general  good.  When  Oongreee  laid  double 
duties  for  the  protection  of  the  war,  and  it  wu 
with  difficulty  that  you  got  along  with  your 
double  dnties,  when  the  war  was  at  an  end, 
and  the  dnties  to  be  repealed,  you  were  told  that 
yon  hod  committed  yoorselvee — that  you  vere 

Sledged  to  protect  the  mann&ctnren.  Tbe 
onble  duties  were  retained.  This  was  yielded 
to  under  a  pledge  that  it  wsa  only  for  a  few 
years ;  that  in  a  short  time,  the  manu&ctoren 
of  this  country  would  be  able  to  compete  with 
thoee  of  other  oonntries;  that  then  uie  people 
would  be  satisfied,  and  the  duties  would  be 
reduced.  Sofarfromthis,themanaiiaoteriesbsd 
inoreased ;  the  pron«ril7  of  one  had  iodooed 
othera  to  «nbark  in  tbA  bniijiess,  and  there 
had  been  constant  ^^lioatioos  for  new  duties, 
which  had  been  granted.  Bonth  Oarolina  haspro- 
tcated  against  theee  duties ;  he  did  not  know  tbst 
the  constitution  acknowledged  this  piindple;  he 
did  know  that  the  constitution  had  not  lUely 
been  looked  to.  Oonstitutional  arguments  hsd 
been  used,  which  had  never  been  replied  to. 

Since  the  year  1816,  there  had  not  been  anv  at- 
tempt to  increase  the  duties,  which  hod  not  beea 
opposed,  but  bad  been  met  by  memorials  and 
petitions  from  South  Carolina.  To  whom  hid 
they  been  referred!  To  the  Committee  on  Usn- 
u&otnrea.  Twelve  months  ago,  the  L^isUtur* 
of  Bonth  Oandina  remonatrated,  and  in  strong 
terms,  ag^nst  any  mweproteotiog  duties.  And 
this,  too,  hod  gone  to  the  Committee  on  Hano- 
faotures.  Petition,  and  remonstranoe,  and  pro- 
test, bad  been  presented,  and  they  had  all  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  VanufBcturea. 
What  had  been  the  result!  Whether  there  wsa 
no  intention  to  attend  to  them,  when  referred, 
or  what  motives  had  actuated  them,  he  did  not 
know,  but  he  had  never  seen  frvm  that  commit- 
tee any  detailed  report  optrn  what  grounds  they 
had  oMuidered  them,  and  demded  agunst  theoi. 
The  oommittee  always  came  in  with  a  bill,  er 
rather  on  amendment  to  a  bill,  putting  ou 
additional  dnties,  but  never  aooompaniw  by 
any  rq>ort  giving  their  reasons.  They  l"4ij^ 
argument,  etXA  the  good  of  the  country  required 
the  additional  duty;  and,  year  after  yesr,  tie 
memorials  fr^im  South  Carolina  had  slept  ia  the 
archives  of  the  Senate,  if,  indeed,  they  had  evw 
been  honored  with  a  place  there.  They  bid 
been  reed  from  the  desk  of  the  Secretary  when 
presented,  and  never  seen  the  light  again. 

Hr.  Hatbb  rose  snd  sud,  that  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  Intense  interest  it  had 
exdted  among  his  constituents,  must  be  his 
apology  for  lading  a  few  words  to  what  had 
fallen  fivm  his  colleague.  He  knew  that  eveif 
thing  which  proceeded  from  so  high  a  eouzw 
as  one  of  the  sovereign  and  independent  States 
of  this  Confederacy,  was  entitled  to  rocdve, 
and,  he  trusted,  jw^s  would  receive,  the 
most  refipectfnl  consderation  bwe.    It  wu  not 
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to  HDoh,  thenfbre,  (uid  Mr.  H.,}  to  invito  Qie 
HTSMt  sttentioit  of  tbe  BenBte  to  tbla  protest, 
H  to  do  Justice  to  mj  own  feelinga,  and  to  fal- 
si my  oMigUiciiui  is  one  of  the  tCepresents^Tea 
offioBth  (krotins,  that  I  now  proceed  to  make 
■  lew  remarka,  eaggtettd  by  the  oooarion. 

One  of  the  most  nnhappy  oircometanoea  con- 
Mcted  with  the  preaent  eonditioii  of  tbe  Sonth- 
•m  9Utee  vu,  tAe  great,  he  might,  perhaps, 
uj,  the  insapenble  difficult;  of  canstng  their 
•cntinwnts  and  feeUogs  to  be  made  known,  so  as 
b>  be  imdentood  and  appreciated  by  their 
ftOow-dtizeiu  in  other  quarters  of  the  Union. 
Viewing  the  TJidted  States  as  one  oonntry,  the 
people  c^  tfa«  Sotrth  might  almost  be  eonridered 
M  (trangers  in  the  land  of  thdr  fathers.  The 
froiti  of  their  indnstry  had,  from  the  p<riicry  pnr- 
Hed  by  tbe  Federal  Gorermnent.  for  many 
jtan  past,  been  Sowing  to  the  Nortn,  in  a  onr- 
reat  u  ■to«dy  and  tu^viating  as  Ute  waters 
of  the  mat  Qnlf ;  and  as  the  sources  of  onr 
proipenty  were  drying  np,  that  reciprocal  in- 
tercourse whioh  had  softened  asperities,  and 
boond  the  different  parts  of  the  oonntry 
tcffstber,  in  the  bonds  of  oonunon  sympathy  and 
imction,  had,  In  a  great  measnre,  ceased.  That 
dow  and  intimata  eommmiion,  neceesay^  to  a 
M  knowledoe  of  each  other,  no  longer  existed, 
nd  in  ita  pUee  there  was  springing  np  (it  is 
mdess  to  diagnise  the  tmth)  smong  the  people 
Id  opporito  qnarters  of  the  Union,  a  spirit  of 
Jetloosy  and  diatmst,  fonnded  on  a  settled  eon- 
TiBtion,  on  the  one  part,  that  they  are  the  Tio- 
tinu  (^  ii^nstjce,  uid  on  the  other,  that  onr 
eomplainta,  if  not  gronndleaa,  may  be  safely  dis- 
Kgirded.  The  people  of  the  Sonth  are  well 
aware  of  the  evib  growing  out  of  this  nnhappy 
Mate  of  things;  lod  of  none  are  they  more 
Ateply  senribla  Uian  that  (from  canses  to  which 
I  ih^  not  now  advert)  the  eyes  of  onr  brethren 
kire  been  oloeed  to  onr  tme  eondition,  and 
their  hearts  ahnt  against  onr  Jnst  complaints. 
AltlioaKh  South  Oarollna,  in  oonunon  wltji  sev- 
nl  of  ner  rister  States,  had,  on  former  occa- 
Amu,  avowed  the  principles  contained  in  the 
protest,  yet,  it  may  be  well  doobted  (if  we  are 
to  Jndge  from  what  we  bear  and  see  aronnd 
u)  wtetber  it  is  believed,  north  of  the  Potomao, 
tbat  she  really  entertains  them ;  for,  in  the  foce 
ef  the  solemn  deelarations  of  her  people,  and 
tbeir  Bepreeentatives,  denonndng  tbe  policy 
pnimed  by  the  Federal  Government,  as  in- 
njring  them  in  min,  we  still  find  the  pnblio 
far  abased,  and  the  poblio  mind  delnded,  by 
•nggerated  statements  of  onr  nnintermpted 
prosperity  and  hqipiness.  It  has  ever  been  in- 
dmded,  here,  at  the  very  seat  of  Government, 
ttiat  tiie  enlightened  pnblio  opinion  of  the 
B011&  is  in  favor  of  this  policy,  and  that  the 
(seitement  which  prevails  there  is  merely 
"artffldal,"  If  it  has  not  been  "  got  np  for  party 
pwposee." 

Sr,  this  state  of  things,  let  me  assnre  genOe- 
bhu,  most  not  be  saffeKd  to  contdnne,  or  It  wilt 
inevrtably  lead  to  the  most  nnhappy  oonee- 
^eoMs^   It  has  beoome  neoeseary,  l^erefar^- 
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constitnents  should  be  expressed  in  the 
most  deliberate  and  imposing  form,  in  a  man- 
ner no  loi^r  to  be  misunderstood  or  misrepre- 
Bent«d.  The  Legislature  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
coming  directly  from  tbe  people,  have,  at  their 
late  s^don,  with  a  nnanimity  without  exam- 
ple, instmcted  their  Senators  to  lay  this  their 
protest  before  yon.  In  obedience  to  that 
command,  my  colleague  and  myself  here,  in  onr 
plaoee,  in  the  presenoe  of  the  Repreeentativee  of 
the  severs]  States,  and  In  the  face  of  the  whole 
American  people,  solemnly  protest  against  the 
system  of  protecting  dntiea,  as  "  uirooirsnTtr- 
TioNAL,  oppKnearra,  and  msruBt."  Ve  desire 
that  this  reoord  may  Ijear  witness  fbr  ns  to  all 
fntare  times,  that  we  have  earnestly  remon- 
strated with  onr  brethren  against  the  extension 
of  an  nnwarrantable  Jnrisdlction  over  ns ;  and 
with  Ml  experience  of  the  minons  effects  of  the 
system  of  protecting  dntiea,  have  denomioed  )t 
as  ntterlv  destraotive  of  onr  interests.  The 
people  M  Sonth  Carolina  find  themselvM  Im- 
pelled, by  their  attachment  to  tbe  principles  of 
the  oonsdtation,  and  by  a  prond  recollection  of 
common  dangers,  and  common  triomphs,  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  fbr  themselves  and  theb 
posterity,  those  rights  and  privileges  seoored 
to  them  by  the  great  Charter  of  onr  Libertiee, 
and  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  onr  fathers. 
It  is  (te  nse  the  langnage  of  the  protest)  "be- 
canse  they  anxiondy  desire  to  live  in  peace 
with  their  brethren,  to  do  all  that  in  them  lies 
to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  nnion  of  the 
States,  and  the  liberties  of  which  It  Is  tiie 
anrest  pledge,"  that  they  now  protest  against 
a  system,  which  not  only  aims  a  fttal  blow  at 
the  prosperity  of  South  Carolina,  (dependent  as 
she  most  ever  continue  npon  uricoltnre  and 
commerce^)  bnt  which  threatens  ner  veiy  exist- 
ence as  a  State. 

Mr.  DiOEMsoH,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Ur.  Sura,  npon  the  Committee  on  Mannfiie> 
tnreB,  ehowed  that  the  State  of  Sonth  Oarotina 
had  never  experienced  the  least  disrespect  In 
regard  to  her  memorials;  hnt  they  had  been 
printed,  and  were  on  file. 

Mr.  Smra  saii  if  the  Chfdrman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mannfactnres  would  show  him  a 
snooinot  report  npon  these  memorials,  he  wonld 
ask  the  gentleman's  pardon.  He  meant  to  make 
no  r^eodons  npon  that  committee. 

Mr.  DiOEEBSOH  replied,  that  he  considered  re- 
porting a  bill  as  reportbig  against  the  remon- 
strances. 

Hie  protest  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WBDHmnAT,  February  H. 
Counting  Mtetoral  YolM. 
At  twelve  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Benate 
repaired  to  the  chamber  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatlves,  where  the  votes  were  counted, 
and  tiie  Yice  President  made  proclamation  of 
the  reenlt    ^ee  tbe  prooeedings  of  the  Hoius 
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of  RepresenUtives  of  this  daj.]    After  retom- 

%to  the  Senate  chambar, 
X.  Tazewell  said,  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  had  ascerttuued  and 
reported  the  result  of  the  election  for  President, 
and  had  directed  him  to  more  that  a  oommittee 
of  one  be  appointed  tojointacommitt^e  on  the 
part  of  the  Hooae,  to  inform  Andrew  Jackson 
that  he  has  this  da^  been  elected  PreMdent  of 
the  United  States, 

Ur.  Tazewux  wsa  then  chosen  the  commit- 
tee on  the  p&rt  of  the  Senate. 

Tsa>A.Y,  Febrnary  30. 
Th«  Sinking  JVni. 

Ur.  Bhith,  of  Uarjland,  &om  the  Oommittee 
on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  certain 
resolations  on  the  13th  of  Jannarj  last,  in  r^a- 
lion  to  the  Sinldng  Fond  and  the  public  debt, 
made  a  report  thereon. 

On  mouon  of  Ur.  Siubeb,  it  was  ordered  that 
one  thousand  extra  copiea  be  printed. 

Hi.  UoL&nx  ssid  that,  wbUe  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  printing,  he  owed  to  himself  to 
state  tha^  to  the  conclnsion  of  the  report  on 
the  firgt  reaolation  to  which  it  related,  he  dis- 
sented from  a  m^orit?  of  the  committee.  The 
report  in  regard  to  the  other  resolntions,  inde- 
pMident  of  ita  reasoning  and  the  gronnda  on 
which  the  oonclnsiona  were  predicated,  had  hia 
assent.  Without  detaining  the  Senate  at  this 
time,  he  would  take  the  opportnnity  of  explain- 
ing his  views  at  large  when  the  r^rt  uiould 
be  called  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

TuBBDAT,  Februarj  24. 
Chetapeaie  and  Delaware  Gattal 

ISi.  HsmiEioES  moved  that  all  the  orders  of 
the  day,  preTions  to  bill  No.  fll,  be  post- 
poned, and  that  the  Senate  take  up  that  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  a  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Ohesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company." 

Ur.  Button  and  Ur.  Hathb  wposed  the 
motion  as  calculated  to  derange  tiie  order  of 
business,  as  an  unfair  course  towards  other  veir 
important  measores,  which  would  be  delayed, 
and  as  altogether  unparliamentary. 

Ur.  Bkstok  ezpresaed  himself  with  mooh 
warmth  in  relation  to  bills  which  he  had  re- 
ported, and  in  which  he  felt  an  interest,  and 
concluded  by  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa 
the  motion  of  Ur.  EjDn>BiOKa,  which  were 
ordered,  and  were  as  fallows — yeas  19,  nays 
18. 

So  it  was  decided  that  the  bill  "  to  authorize 
•  sobscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Oheasapeake 
and  Delaware  Caual  Company  "  ahonld  have 
the  preference ;  and  that  bill  was  accordingly 
taken  np. 

Ur.  Tazbwkix  stated  that  he  bad  received, 
from  the  Directors  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Cauu 
Company,  a  memorial  of  a  nature  mmilar  to  the 
one  upcai  which  this  bill  was  founded,  and 


therefore  oonclnded  that  no  meaaar»  of  the 
kind  could  pan  through  both  Housm  at  the 
present  MS^on.  It  was  due  to  a  portion  of  the 
citizens  he  represented  to  present  and  press  this 
measure  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate;  he 
should  prees  it  to  a  certain  point,  and  there  he 
should  leave  it,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  system,  from  the  b^isning  to  the  end. 
He  now,  the^fore,  moved  a  recommitment  of 
this  bill,  in  order  that  an  amendment  mi^t  be 
made  to  it  to  include  a  subscription  for  a  oartaia 
nomber  of  ehares  of  the  Dinoal  Swamp  CaoaL 
and  the  two  ooold  eo  together.  It  was  well 
known  what  his  opinione  were ;  he  ahonld  vota 
against  the  bill,  if  the  amendment  was  ad<qited. 

Ur.  HranKiora  hoped  the  bill  would  not  b« 
leoommitted  for  any  Bodh  pnrpoMt  and  he  knew 
no  argument  so  strong  agunst  tjke  measure  aa 
that,  u  it  was  reoonunltMd,  it  wonld  not  be 
reached  ag^  during  the  present  saaoon.  He 
hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  adopted,  be- 
cause the  effect  would  be  to  destH^  boUi 
measures. 

Ur.  Tazkwbll  bad  bnt  cote  remark  to  make. 
It  wA  well  known  that  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  that,  daring  the  abort  session  of  Con- 
gress no  bnunees  of  .this  kind  would  be  acted 
apon.  When  he  reoeived  the  memorial  in  qne»- 
tioQ,  he  entertained  this  opinitm,  and  having  no 
conception  that  the  Senate  of.the  United  States 
would  postp<me  aU  tlidr  orders  of  the  day  for 
the  porpoee  of  taking  up  particular  bilk,  he  had 
not  preaented  it.  He  now,  however,  had  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  mske  the  motion  to  include 
a  BQbscription  for  stock  to  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  in  the  present  bill,  and  the  Senate  might 
dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased. 

Ur.  NoBut  said,  if  gentlemen  were  decidedly 
opposed  to  a  measure  optMi  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, he  oould  not  see  the  propriety  of  their 
moving  amendments  to  bills  for  the  purpose  of 
deetrtmns  them,  sirring,  at  the  aame  time,  that 
they  uioQld  vote  a^nst  the  bill,  even  if  thejr 
amendment  prevailed.  If  the  guitkonan  frtsn 
Virgioia  was  onwiliing  to  sp^id  the  paUio 
money  fM  great  national  objects,  why  could 
be  not  let  the  people  of  Delaware  and  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  nad  no  such  scmplea,  ei^oy  the 
beoeflta  of  the  system  t  For  himself,  when  he 
was  opposed  to  an  object,  he  placed  his  vote 
and  hia  remarks  direct^  in  opposition  to  that 
otgec^  and  did  not  endeavor  to  destroy  a  bill 
by  indirect  means, 

Ur.  Tazbwell,  in  reply,  repeated,  that  it  waa 
not  supposed  business  of  this  kind  wonld  be 
acted  upon  at  the  short  session ;  aooordin^y,  he 
tiad  exercised  the  sound  discretion ot  ikSiipn- 
sentative  of  the  people,  and  supposing  it  im- 
possible to  pass  the  measure,  be  had  not  pro- 
posed it.  The  Senator  from  Delaware,  in  re- 
ceiving a  memorial  from  the  directors  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Oanal  Ckonpany, 
thought  differently;  he  had  tveottiled  it,  and 
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it  had  been  acted  upon.  He  had  no  other 
conne  than  the  one  he  had  pnrsaed ;  and  when 
geotletnen  accused  him  of  reaorting  to  Indirect 
meararei,  tbej  most  unqneBtioitablr  did  him 
tqjastiee.  He  should  vote  against  this  bill,  and 
be  ahonld  vote  against  all  propositions  of  the 
kind,  whatever  qoarter  thef  came  from.  There 
-were  certain  States  that  eutert^ed  the  belief^ 
and  thej  had  avowed  it,  that  there  was  Bncb  a 
ttung  as  Btate  sovereignty;  their  Repreaenta- 
tiTGB  in  Con^reas,  npon  the  pledge  of  gentle- 
men, had  said  that  uiej  entertained  the  same 
belief;  and  vhat  did  it  come  tot  Gentlemen 
aay,  if  yon  ent«rtsin  the  opinion  that  jon  have 
no  right  to  this  money,  give  os,  who  entertain 
different  opinions,  all  the  revenue  we  can  ap- 
ply to  these  objects;  and,  for  QoA'b  sake,  con- 
tiaae  in  the  same  opinion,  that  there  may  be 
fewer  to  divide  the  spoi].  He  represented  a 
conntiy  which  had  lived  heretofore  withoat  the 
ud  of  the  General  Government.  The  opinions 
they  entertained  npon  this  and  some  other  sab- 
jecta  they  had  taken  ap  maturely  and  deliber- 
ately ;  we  have  always  gone  tccether,  and  we 
slull  always  entort^  them.  WewiUcoDtinne 
to  live  without  the  aid  of  this  Goveniment; 
wo  will  tnm  neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
the  left  in  relation  to  thia  anl^e^ ;  and  we  will 
neither  bend  the  knee  nor  doff  the  cap  to  obtm 
Kid  from  this  m'  any  other  administration. 

3fr.  MoIiAjn  a^d  he  did  not  design  to  impute 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  use  of 
indirect  means  for  the  purpose  of  killmg  the 
bill ;  he  had  only  stated  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the' measnre,  if  adopted;  he  had  only 
said,  if  it  was  recommitted,  it  was  r^eoted ; 
tad  if  there  ahonld  be  a  IMlnre  of  both  meaanres, 
who  was  gratified)  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia;  becanse,  from  lus  motion  to  amend, 
tte  bill  was  killed  entirely.  He  read  from  the 
jonraal  to  show,  that,  when  this  bill  was 
originally  before  Oongrees,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  bad  made  a  motion  similar  to  that 
which  he  had  made  to-day,  which  had  been 

Hr.  WxBSTSR  said  he  felt  bonnd  to  say,  he 
eonld  see  nothing  exceptionable,  or  ont  of  the 
commoQ  coarse,  m  the  measure  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia;  and,  although  he 
dioold  not  vote  with  him,  yet  it  seemed  that 
this  method  of  killing  the  bill  was  perfectly 
natural,  perfectly  parliamentary,  and  perfectly 
lair.  Every  amendment,  whether  proposed  by 
those  opposed  to  the  bill  or  not,  was  worthy  of 
the  consideration  and  respect  of  the  Senate ; 
and  there  was  nothing  more  conformable  to 
parliamentary  neage  and  practice,  than,  when  a 
roeasore  was  on  its  passage,  for  those  opposed 
to  it  to  propose  amendments,  to  make  it  better 
and  more  agreeable  to  their  notions,  and  finally, 
to  vote  against  them.  It  was  perfectly  natu- 
ral, parliamentary,  and  jnst,  for  the  gentleman 
from  Vimnia,  holding  the  opinions  he  did,  to 
call  for  uie  same  bounty ;  lor  he  (Mr.  Taze- 
wxll)  conridered  it  bonntj,  for  his  oonstitaents, 
that  was  given  to  other  people. 


He  thought  the  importance  of  the  n 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virghiia  snch 
as  entitled  it  to  separata  consideration,  and 
therefore  shoold  vote  agumt  including  it  in  this 
hill.  He  shonld  act  npon  this  bill  as  if  it  had 
come  op  in  the  regular  order.  The  Corporation 
had  qjplied  to  the  Government  for  its  assist- 
ance ;  their  memorial  bad  been  received^  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  a  bill  intro* 
dnced ;  and  the  proposition  was^  to  suspend  this 
bill,  until  another  public  work,  m  another  V^^ 
of  the  conntry,  could  be  included  in  it.  The 
work  was  to  be  considered  of  equal  public  im- 
portance, but  there  was  no  connaotion  between 
them  in  the  nature  of  things.  There  was  a 
general  resemblance,  but  the  facts  upon  which 
an  opinion  was  to  be  exercised,  might  be  very 
different.  The  inclusion  of  another  subject, 
which  bad  not  been  introduced  into  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  did  not  appear  to 
him  a  snfBoient  reason  for  postponing  this  bilL 
It  was  of  high  importance  that,  if  passed  at  all, 
it  should  pass  at  the  present  session;  it  waa 
now  near  the  commencement  of  the  working 
season,  and  if  it  was  not  passed  now,  the  worK 
would  be  delayed  another  year.  In  his  Judg- 
ment, the  Government  would  be  abla  in  a  few 
years,  to  dispense  of  their  property  in  tnat  work, 
and  be  hoped  without  much  sacrifice,  and  applv 
the  proceeds  to  some  other  work.  He  hoped 
they  would  keep  the  two  measures  separate, 
and  dispose  of  this  biU  now,  npon  its  own 
merits. 

Ur.  Tazkwkix  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
inquired  whether,  if  he  offered  an  amendment 
with  a  blank  In  it,  the  blank  could  be  filled 
hereafter! 

Being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  with- 
drew his  motion  to  re-commit,  and  offered  th^ 
following  amendment : 

"  Sec.  Bd.  Si  it  numtti,  Ac  That  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  subscribe  fbr 

■hares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  Compooy :  and 

"  Sea.  4th,  antboriiing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  to  vote  for  ofiBceia  of  the  corporattou. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  amend- 

The  t 
third  reading,  by  the  following  vote ; 

Tiia. — Vesera.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Bou- 
ligny,  Burnet,  Ohuubera,  Cbaie,  Ihidley,  Ealoa, 
Hendricks,  Bolmes,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 
of  Louisiana,  Kane,  HcKinley,  HcLane,  Uarke, 
Noble,  Ridgely,  Robb[ns,  Rovao,  Ragles,  Seymoor, 
Silsbee,  Smith  of  Motylaod,  Thomas,  Webster,  mi- 
ley— 28. 

Natb. — Uessn.  Bell,  Benien,  Branch,  ChaudJer, 


Thubsdat,  February  38. 

BetolutionQry  Petmonen. 

The  biU  fh)m  the  Honae  of  B(fireTCntaliT«i 


.Google 


ABRIDGMENT  OV  THB 


SnuK] 

"to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  proride 
for  certain  persona  engaged  in  tbe  Ituid  and 
naval  Bervice  of  the  niut«d  States,  daiing  the 
Bevolationar;  war,'  and  the  several  acta  made 
in  unendment  thereof  aod  for  oilier  porposes," 
was  read  the  first  time;  and  the  jeaa  and  nays 
«  called  for  on  ordering  it  to  a  second  read- 


ing. 
Mr.  ( 


r.  OaiNDLXB  atoted  his  reasons  for  the  vote 
be  shonld  ^ve  on  this  qneation.  The  sesaion 
was  near  its  dose ;  the  bill  was  of  an  important 
natnre,  and  required  doe  consideratioo ;  there 
was  not  snfficieut  time  to  ^ve  it  that  attention 
whidi  its  Itnportanoe  demmded. 

Mr,  MaxEa  thought  that  a  proper  conrtesj 
to  the  other  House  reqiiired  the  S^ata  to  have 
die  bill  read  a  eeoond  tune  and  referred.  It 
was  true,  there  was  already  much  business  be- 
fore the  Oommittee  on  Pennons;  nevertheleaa, 
if  the  bill  was  referred  to  them,  they  would 
glY6  it  a  careful  eaami  nation,  though  be  was 
fearftil  it  could  not  bs  acted  upon  during  the 
preeest  sesaion. 

Hr.  NoBLB  was  of  opinion  that  there  would 
be  no  want  of  oonrtesj  to  the  other  House  in 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  if  there  was  not 
Bimuent  time  for  the  Senate  to  act  upon  iL 
If  ani^  was  the  fact,  it  might  as  well  be  laid 
a  llie  table  at  once,  and  he  therefore  made 


npontl 


The  motion  prevailed — yeas  S6,  nays  17. 
80  the  bill  was  virtnally  r^ected. 

Offletn  nfihe  BmohUvm,  Ae. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  Revolutionary 
and  other  officers  and  soldiers,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  tAkea  up,  and  the  amendments 
of  tne  committee  were  considered. 

Mr.  V^PKB.  in  explanation  of  the  bill,  said 
he  supposed  it  was  unneoeseaiy  to  go  into  a 
detailed  statement  in  relation  to  all  the  cases 
coobdned.  The  sum  which  would  be  reqnired, 
he  had  ascertained  would  he  about  fiiteen 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  but  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  persons  named,  probably  two-thirds 
of  them,  might  be  placed  upon  the  pension  roll 
without  the  necessity  of  a  separate  oill.  There 
were  some  names  npon  the  liat  of  individuals 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  States.  The  reason  why  they  were 
placed  there  was,  that  several  States  had  troops 
called  the  troops  of  the  State,  which  were  at 
times  called  into  the  general  service,  some  of 
whom  served  three  or  four  years.  None  of 
these  Stat«  troops,  however,  had  been  ad- 
mitted, unless  they  had  served  at  least  nine 
months  under  the  orders  of  the  Oontinental 
officers.  There  waa  one  question  upon  which 
the  committee  were  divided.  It  would  be  seen 
that  the  pennons  all  eommenoed  on  the  first  of 
January,  182B.  The  committee,  not  beiiw  able 
to  agree,  had  concluded  to  leave  it  for  l£e  de- 
cAtaon  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  sud,  that  he 
conodered  the  admission  of  the  cases  mentiooed 
by  the  gentlemsa  from  Peun^lvania  aa  an  in- 
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novation  upon  the  regular  pennon  system  of 
the  United  States.  The  law  of  1818  admitted 
none  upon  the  rolls  who  were  not  in  the  Oon- 
tinental service  at  the  end  of  the  war.  It  had 
been  an  established  principle  to  admit  none 
who  were  not  regular  Continental  soldiers.  He 
could  not  see  why,  at  this  late  day,  when  the 
laws  provided  for  aU  who  were  in  need  of 
asfflstance,  they  should  be  called  upon  to  legis- 
late for  particular  and  iiidividual  cases  every 
year, 

Mr.  MaBKB  replied,  that  the  oommittee  had 
been  very  particular  as  to  the  Idnd  of  servioe ; 
and,  whenever  it  had  been  in  the  militia  service, 
they  had  stricken  the  name  off.  He  introduced 
a  letter  from  the  head  of  the  PeDsion  Bureau, 
in  the  War  Department,  stating  what  individ- 
uals came  in  for  pennons,  and  under  what 
rules.  There  were  but  few  in  the  bill  at  the 
State  troops,  but  the  committee  were  aatiafied 
thot  they  had  rendered  very  important  servioes 
to  the  United  States;  and,  although  they  had 
not  heretofore  been  admitted,  jet  their  daim 
was  such  as  could  not,  in  equity,  be  rerasted. 
He  waa  not  certain  about  the  number,  but  he 
believed  not  more  than  eight  or  ten. 

Mr.  Hatkb  inquired  the  amount  which  would 
probably  be  called  for  onnaally  by  this  bilL 

Mr.  Masks  replied,  that  since  the  adoption  of 
the  several  names  bytheSenBte,it  would  prob- 
ably amount  to  16,600  dollars. 

Mr.  Ux-fsx  eaii  he  had  moved  an  adjoom- 
ment  in  order  that  he  might  look  into  the  bill ; 
bat  as  the  Senate  had  reused  him  the  opportn- 
nity,  he  must  state  some  of  the  rAsons  which 
induced  him  to  oppose  the  bill.  It  ap»eared  to 
hiro  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  bills  which 
had  ever  been  before  Gongrese.  They  were 
asked  to  ^ont  pensiona  to  a  hundred  individ- 
uals mentioned  by  name.  Was  it  usual  to 
put  names  upon  the  pension  roll  without  any 
reference  to  the  grounds  upon  which  they  were 
admitted,  or  others  rqected  t  The  Senate  knew 
nothing  about  these  individuals.  He  believed 
this  very  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  and  he  did  not  know  but  the  seaaioa 
before,  and  he  well  remembered  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Pennons  last  year 
stated  that  the  priuci^es  of  this  bill  were  new 
and  unknown  to  the  Pension  Law.  What  had 
been  the  practioe  of  the  Senate!  If  there  was 
any  new  principle,  he  wished  to  have  it  placed 
before  them ;  he  wished  some  report  upon  it, 
and  he  wished  to  have  it  placed  upou  reoord, 
why  A,  B,  C,  down  to  Z,  md  to  the  end  of  th« 
chapter,  were  placed  upon  the  roll,  when,  aa 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  sud,  it  was 
not  acoording  tA  the  rule.  True,  the  comjoittee 
said  thoy  had  examined  the  cases,  and  thought 
Buch  and  anch  persons  ought  to  have  pensiooa, 
and  that  such  and  such  should  be  exempted  from 
the  general  operation  of  the  role.  Now,  h« 
wished  to  form  hia  own  opinitn  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

Upon  an  examinatitm  of  the  bill,  it  appeared, 
by  one  section,  that  a  peosioa  was  to  M  giv«i^ 
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to  Qit  child  of  on  fndividQa]  who  waa  a  soldier 
in  the  last  war  for  five  joan.  No  reason  was 
Kiven  ■why  this  child  should  have  a  penmon,  and 
he  oonld  only  coodode  that  all  the  ohUdrea  of 
all  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war  were  to  have 
pensions  for  five  years.  By  snother  section,  s 
pennon  was  granted  to  the  widow  of  a  soldier. 
It  was  not  stated  why ;  and,  therefore,  sll  the 
widows  of  soldiers  will  have  an  equal  claim, 
and  all  recetTC  pensions.  Still,  hy  another 
•ectioii,  a  pension  waa  granted  to  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  a  soldier  deceased.  Were  all 
SresentAtivea  and  descendants  of  deceased 
liers  to  have  pensions!  There  waa  nothing 
■ud  aboat  it ;  there  waa  a  law  stating  certain 
tudividnals  by  name  who  were  t«  have  pensions, 
and  for  no  apparent  reasons,  except  uiat  they 
were  the  chunren,  widows,  and  representatiTee 
of  Boldiers.  There  was  one  case  stated  of  a 
man  who  had  perfomed  certain  services,  and 
who  was  a  Innatio,  and  his  representatives 
were  to  have  the  pension  for  his  nse.  There 
h«  knew  something  about  it;  the  case  was 
stated. 

He  begged  gentlemen  wonld  not  understand 
that  this  som  was  to  pay  for  all  the  claims  nnder 
Utislaw.  This  1E,000  dollars  waa  not  to  pay 
lU  these  demands.  Gentlemen  knew  very  well 
what  waa  done  to-day  was  precedent  to-morrow, 
and  principle  the  next  day;  and,  hereafter, 
whenever  an  individnal  wanted  a  pennon,  he 
had  only  to  declare  that  he  had  performed  ser- 
vices, to  put  his  finger  on  some  name  in  this 
bin,  call  his  situation  EomUar,  and  he  conld  not 
be  refosed,  and  the  amonnt  wonld  swell,  nntil 
noitfaer  fifteen  thousand  nor  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  wonld  MiiBfj  the  demands. 

Ur.  Bbrtok  called  for  an  adjournment: 
which  waa  carried. 


StTDBDiT,  Febrasiy  S8. 
Iiutnution*  to  Panama  Miniit&n. 


S.f 


"Jtetolvtd,  Tliat  the  Frendent  of  the  TJulted 
States  b«  requested  to  commnnlcatc  to  the  Senate, 
eemfiilenliallg,  anJ  in  iU  Szteviive  ducrader,  coplea 
of  the  instraeUoDi  giTen  to  the  HlnilteiS  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Congress  of  Fanama',  sod  of 
tiM  coDUBtmicationi  of  the  other  QoTernments  rep- 
namUd  •(  that  Congresa,  to  the  Oovenuaent  of 
tke  Uniiad  States;  or  •otnHok  lAovof  at  may  bt 
i  wUhoul  dttrinuml  to  lit  ptAlie  m- 


[The  W(n^  first  italicized  were  inserted 
during  the  debate,  and  those  last  in  italics,  or 
words  to  that  effect,  were  of  coorse  stricken 

Mr,  Taxkwxll  said  he  should  like  to  hear 
some  reason  why,  at  this  late  peiiod  of  the 
BMHon,  this  Babje<rt,  formerly  productive  of  so 
inndi  exdt«ment  and  discussion,  was  again 
bnm^t  forward. 


Ur.  Webbtsb  said  it  was  for  the  very  reason 
indicated  in  the  remark  of  the  Senator  from 
^11^18,  that  he  had  of^ed  the  resolntion. 
The  subject  of  the  Panama  Mission,  while  it 
lasted,  was  highly  interesting.  It  wonld  be 
very  interesting  to  know  the  results  of  that 
mission,  so  far  as  it  had  any  results.  His  object 
was  rimply,  as  stated  in  the  resolntion,  to  make 
public  all  the  proceedines  of  the  Executive  on 
this  matter,  if  they  could  be  pnbUshed  without 
prejndice  to  the  pnhlio  interest.  It  was  a 
tr^saction  that  had  passed  by,  and  become  a 
part  of  the  diplomatic  history  of  the  ooontry. 
He  had  nothing  in  view  except  information, 
and  there  wonld  be  no  expense  except  that  of 
the  publication. 

Mi.  Taeewbll  replied,  that  it  was  of  little 
oODseqnence  what  the  object  was;  the  oonrsa 
pursued  was  incorrect.  Here  was  a  President 
who  had  only  three  days  to  serve,  and  Qm 
Senate  were  required  to  make  a  call  upon  him 
for  important  public  documents,  relating  to  the 
foreign  Intercourse  of  the  country,  and  which 
had  never  been  pabUshed.  He  thought  it  bet- 
ter to  wtdt  a  few  days,  and  then  make  the  call 
upon  the  then  Ezeontive.  These  instmctions 
nnght  contain  matter  which  it  was  improper  to 
have  go  before  the  public :  they  related  to  the 

folicy  of  the  count^,  which  it  wonld  not,  per- 
aps,  be  prudent  to  expose  to  the  eyes  of  other 
nations.  He  ol^ected  l4)  the  cell  being  made  at 
this  time,  because,  if  importuit  secrets  should 
be  brought  to  light,  the  responnbility  of  the 
course  wonld  not  light  upon  the  present  Exec- 
utive, and  might  embarrass  the  next.  Ho 
objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the  resolntion 
was  expressed.  It  was  left  to  the  Judgment  of 
the  President  to  say  how  much  of  the  instruc- 
tions should  be  made  public,  aft«r  all  the  re- 
sponsibihty  had  been  removed  from  him,  and 
he  could  publish  just  as  much  or  Just  as  little  as 
he  pleased.  He  thought  it  more  proper  for  the 
next  administration  to  make  the  selectiouj  when 
they  oonld  bear  the  responsibility  of  their  own 
acts.  He  considered  it  incorrect,  and  danger- 
ous. 

Mr.  WxBOTKB  said  he  saw  no  good  reason 
why  the  motion  should  not  be  made  now,  as 
weU  as  three  days  hence.  The  Senator  from 
Virginia  seemed  to  go  upon  the  ground  that 
the  same  discretion  would  not  be  ejeraiaed  by 
the  present  Executive,  as  would  be  exerdsea 
three  days  hence,  by  the  next.  This  he  did 
not  believe:  for  the  Executive  was  as  much 
bound  to  answer  the  call  of  the  Senate  for  in- 
formation at  the  present  tinie  as  at  any  other, 
and  to  exercise  its  discretion.  The  object  was^ 
as  he  had  stated,  simply  that  the  Executive 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  publish  these  in- 
structions, as  a  vindication  of  its  own  eondoot, 
in  a  measure  upon  which  its  policy  had  not 
only  been  doubted,  but  its  motives  had  been 
very  much  censured,  Mid  very  much  asa^ed. 
The  injunction  of  secret  having  been  removed 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Benste,  the  views 
of  the  Senators  who  opposed  it,  and  themeesages 
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of  the  Ezeoative  upon  the  salneot,  bad  long 
eince  been  made  pablio.  Kow,  ne  wished  the 
iiutrnctJoiui  eiTsn  to  the  HiniBterB  shoald  be 
revealed,  and  then  the  whole  foots  would  be 
^aoed  before  the  people,  for  them  to  judge. 
He  conld  see  no  objection  to  this.  The  resoln- 
tdon,  ea  a  means  of  getting  the  information, 
was  a  common  course,  it  was  proposed  in  the 
common  manner,  and  it  seemed  to  be  but  an 
act  of  common  justice,  that  the  administration 
shonld  be  allowed  the  opportonit;  of  setting 
tbeouelTea  right  in  the  estimation  of  the  pnb- 
lio.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  npon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Hathb  objected  to  the  reaolntion  on  ac- 
count of  its  terms,  and  also  becanse  it  properly 
belonged  to  the  Executive  bnaineBS  of  the 
Senate,  and  ought  to  be  Bnbmitted  to  the  Senate 
when  acting  in  its  Executive  cq)acit7.  The 
resolution  did  not  call  for  all  the  information 
connected  with  the  sntject,  bnt  only  for  so 
much  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Preddent,  might 
be  oommnnicated  without  iLt]aT7  to  the  pnblio 
eerrice.  It  was  true  that  Uiis  was  a  discretion 
neoessary  to  be  exerted  by  the  President  in  all 
ooBes  where  a  public  call  was  made  for  docu- 
ments comiect«d  with  the  diplomatic  relations 
of  the  country,  but  this  only  demonstrates  the 
necessity  of  making  the  call  under  circometanoee 
which  will  entitle  the  Senate  to  receive  all  the 
information  connected  with  the  aul^eot,  thns 
enabling  oa  to  determine,  according  to  our  dis- 
cretion, whether  the  whole  may  not  be  made 
public  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the 
country.  He  would  not  be  satisfied,  in  this 
cose,  with  bairg  told  that  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that  in  Tn  airing  this  Communication  to 
Congress,  the  President  would  not  exercise 
his  mscretion  discreetly,  prudently,  and  hon- 
estly. It  was  sufficient  that,  as  the  resolntion 
now  stood,  the  pnbhc  might  be  presented  with 
an  imperfect  and  partiu  view  of  the  subject. 
It  may  be  that  a  portion  of  the  instructions  and 
communications  cannot  be  prudently  published ; 
and  it  may  also  happen  that  the  suppression  of 
these  parte  may  present  an  imperfect  or  a 
garbled  view  of  the  subject,  one  calcnlated  to 


make  a  false  impression  on  the  public  mind. 
In  matters  of  opmion,  man,  with  the  best  in- 
tentions and  entirely  free  nom  jparty  feelings, 
may  be  led  into  errors.  The  President  may 
think  on  this  snt^ect  very  diSerently  from  the 
Senate.  He  may  deem  communications  unim- 
portant which  tiie  Senate  may  suppose  to  be 
very  material,  or  he  may  believe  that  matters 
cannot  be  safely  disdosea,  which  we  may  con- 
sider altogether  harmless,  and,  perhaps,  indis- 
pensable tothe  clearunderstanding  of  tne  whole 
subject  What  is  the  result  of  our  own  ex- 
perience in  the  very  case  before  ns  !  When 
the  Panama  Ifiasion  was  first  brought  before 
the  Senate,  the  Pre^dent  commnnicated  oertaia 
docnmeots  and  information,  which  he  con- 
sidered all  that  was  necessary  to  give  a  full 
view  of  the  character  and  objects  of  the  mission. 
Now  it  BO  happened,  that  that  portion  of  the 


Senate  with  which  it  was  his  pride  to  hav« 
acted  on  that  occa^on,  did  believe  that  Terj 
material  information  was  withheld — informa- 
tion which  was  drawn  out  by  the  caUs  sabse- 
Suentiy  made  on  the  Executive,  and  which,  in 
is  opinion,  entirely  changed  the  aspect  of  the 
afibir.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Panama  Misnon. 
as  presented  to  the  8«iate  by  the  first  HemaM 
of  the  Preddent,  was  a  measure  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character  from  that  which  was,  at  a  later 
period,  presented  to  this  House,  and  wbich 
differed  still  more  from  the  same  measure  when 
it  got  into  the  House  of  BepresentativM.  And 
who  conld  tell  what  may  be  its  character  aa  dia- 
olosed  by  the  communications  which  may  now 
be  made  in  answer  to  this  call.  The  o^eot  of 
every  gentieman  ought  to  be  to  disclose  the 
whole  tmth.  He,  therefore,  protested  agunst 
any  call  on  the  Executive  wnich  should  foil 
short  of  a  full  disclosure  of  every  f^t,  and  a  ccon- 
munication  of  every  document  connected  with 
the  snlnect.  When  these  shonld  be  commnlii- 
oated,  the  Senate  would  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  whether  the  whole  eonld  be  made  pnUio 
without  injury  to  the  public  service,  and  if  not, 
whether  the  publication  of  any  part  could  take 
place,  without  conveying  an  erroneons  impres- 
sion of  the  facta.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
publicatioQ  of  every  thing  connected  with  the 
P&nama  Uiasion,  feeling,  as  be  did,  the  perfect 
asBoraoce  that  the  more  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed and  examined,  the  more  clearly  it  wonld 
appear  that  it  was  a  wild,  viAonary,  or  danger- 
ous prqject.  But  it  was  obvious  that  the  reso- 
lution now  before  the  Senate,  restricted  aa  it 
is,  puts  every  thing  in  the  power  of  the  Prea- 
dent,  and  leaves  it  to  his  discretion  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  world  in  any  way  ha  m«y 
think  proper.  To  this,  &om  the  experience  of 
the  Senate  on  this  sutyect,  he  for  one  was  not 


chueetta  to  bring  this  motion  before  the  Senate 
wlAn  acting  in  its  Execntive  character,  thereby 
to  enable  us  to  receive  all  the  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  in  order  that  we  may 
exercise  our  own  discretion  in  making  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  it  public,  he  would  now 
move  to  lay  tiie  resolution  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  withdrawn  at  the  request 
of  Ifr.  Webbtes.  He  said  it  was  unneceeeary  to 
repeat  the  object  he  had  in  view  in  iutrodndng 
this  resolution ;  he  had  already  stated  hia  mo- 
tives, and  he  had  not  anticipated  the  least  ob- 
jection to  its  passage.  While  theenbjectof  the 
Panama  Mission  was  before  Congress,  great 
alarm  had  been  spread  through  the  coimtry  in 
rdation  to  it.  Great  fears  were  either  felt  or 
feigned,  both  in  aud  out  of  Congress,  that  the 
olgects  of  the  Executive  were  not  correct,  that 
the  measure  was  nncoustitntional,  and  the  min- 
isters appointed  might  compromit  the  honor  of 
the  country.  He  wished  to  ascertain  how  flur 
those  fears  were  justified ;  he  cared  not  in  what 
form  the  information  was  obtained;  this  was  a 
common  and  a  oonreuieat  one.     GenUemea 
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aonK,  would  not,  mrely,  now  that  their  feon 
had  gone  forth  to  the  world  nnder  the  sanotion 
of  their  own  names,  now  that  the  measure  had 
^odaced  all  tho  «neat8  it  could  produce  upon 
the  pablic,  prevent  Qiose  who  thoiwiht  dlSbrent- 
Ij  firom  giving  their  vievs.  While  their  fears 
in  r^AtioD  to  these  instmotions  had  been  pub- 
lished, gentlemen  oonld  not  in  Jastjoe  keep  the 
beta,  Uie  real  instmotions,  locked  np.  He 
csr«d  not  for  tJie  Ijme  when  the  oall  was  made ; 
he  h(n>ed  it  wodM  be  made  as  soon  as  might  be, 
and  if  gentlemen  objected  to  the  msnner  of  the 
uU,  he  was  willing  to  meet  all  their  views,  if 
it  wu  possible ;  he  was  willing  the  instmetionB 
shoold  DO  reqnired  confidentiulj,  and  that  the 
whole  shonld  be  required  i  he,  therefore,  moved 
amodifioation  of  the  resolution,  b;  inserting 
"  confidentially,"  and   striUng  oot  the   Iwt 

Hr,  Hatfx  said  he  preferred  prooee^ng  in 
the  asnal  ooone.  It  was  ^together  an  £zeon- 
tive  matter,  and  shonld  be  made  and  received 
in  thtir  Ezecntive  oharsoter. 

Mi.  WKBSFKBwas  willing  to,  and  did,  modify 
the  rasidntJoi)  still  forther,  hj  the  insertion  u 
the  words  "  in  its  Ezecntive  ohsraoter." 

Ur.  HA.Tn  said  he  would  still  pc^er  the  or- 
diuarr  ooorse. 

Hr.  Bektov  swd  he  oonld  oonoeivs  of  no 
dlfficnltj'  which  wonld  arise  from  the  form  of 
the  csll.  The  documents  wonld  be  marked 
oonfidentiol,  and  wonld  be  opened  in  secret 
sesBiou. 

Ur.  Tazewkll  remarked,  that  the  ori^nsl 
defbct  of  the  resolution  oonld  not  be  removed. 
He  o«red  not  in  what  form,  or  when  it  was 
moved ;  he  would  oppose  iL  The  reasoo  for 
the  ooU  was  avowed  to  l>e  to  give  the  Execu- 
tive bh  opportonitf  to  publish  its  views  on  a 
matter  wfuoh  has  been  discussed  snd  was  at  an 
end.  If  the  President  wishes  to  make  his  views 
paUio,  let  him  do  It  If  he  wishes  to  publish 
the  documents,  let  him  do  it.  It  would  be 
neoBwry  fbr  us  to  pass  this  resolntion,  if  we 
wish  to  force  from  hun  documsits  which  would 
lBealpatehim,andwhichheohosetokeep  back; 
bat  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  pass  a  resolution 
for  tlie  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  publish 
dociuiients  whioh  he  might  wish  to  publish. 
The  object  is,  to  ease  the  Prerident  by  the  int«r- 
pontion  of  this  body.  The  President  hsving 
or  three  days  of  ofBoe,  will  feel  but 
,>onBibility  for  the  efiect  of  the  pablioa- 
tioa ;  but  shall  we  assist  him  to  do  it,  who  have 
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X  years  trf'  reapoosibility  t  But,  if  ail  this  be 
dona,  what  is  to  be  the  ruolt  i  Are  yon  to 
taka  op  this  business  again,  and  follow  it 
throDgh  all  the  mutations  of  the  Executive  will ! 
Are  the  "fears,  felt  or  feigned,"  by  those  who 
opposed  the  Panama  Uisiion,  to  be  pronounced 
mub«mded,  because  they  are  not  Justified  by  the 
instmctioiu  given  after  those  "fears,  felt  or 
lagned,"  were  expressed  I  Are  those  instroo- 
ticms  u>  be  ^ven  to  the  public  now,  to  expoond 
what  occurred  six  months  before  the  iostruo- 


tioos  were  written  ?  I  cannot  speak  intelligiUy 
to  the  gentieman  i>om  Usssachusetta,  He 
was  not  in  this  body  at  the  time  allnded  to. 
But  my  brethren,  said  Ur.  T.,  on  my  right  and 
left,  saw  the  monstroos  project  as  it  was  first 
brought  before  ns. 

Ur.  WiBerxB  said,  that  nothing  was  &rther 
from  his  expectation,  than  that  a  resolution 
calling  for  information,  a  motion  bo  oonstitn- 
tional,  Eo  conformable  to  the  practice  of  both 
Houses,  and  often  so  necessary,  should  have 
met  with  opposition,  or  produced  debate.  He 
wislied  for,  no  contention ;  he  conrted  no  con- 
troversy. .  He  had  no  desire  to  create  new,  or 
to  revive  old  topics  of  dispute.  It  had  not 
occurred  to  him  that  any  such  consequence 
would  naturally  follow  from  this  resolution; 
and  it  would  not  escape  observation,  that,  after 
the  modification  of  it  had  taken  place,  he  had 
been  asked  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  naySj  upon  the  supposition,  donbUess,  that 
no  opposition  was  intended.  But  the  affair,  it 
seems,  hsd  taken  another  turn.  But,  whatever 
course  the  discussion  should  tak&  he  should 
not  imitate  the  example  of  wandering  into  ex- 
traneous and  irrelevant  matter.  Still  less 
shonld  he  attack  individuals,  or  allnde  to  oo- 
ourrenoes  no  way  coimected  with  this  subject, 
for  the  purpose  of  mating  personal  observations 
or  inflicting  pain.  He  mtended,  on  this  and 
other  occasions,  to  discharge  his  public  dntiea 
with  decorum  towards  all  public  men,  and  with 
abstinence  Horn  asperity  and  personal  vitnjiera- 
tion  and  reproach.  As  to  the  reaolntion  itself^ 
common  justice  required  its  adoption.  The 
resolution,  as  originally  framed,  requested  that 
the  instmctions  to  onr  Uinlsten  at  Panama 
shonld  Im  eommunicated  to  ua,  so  fsr  as  the 
public  service  wonld  properly  allow  them  to  be 
made  public.  This  was  the  usosl  course.  It 
was  cnstomary  in  re,  and  in  relation  to  all  ne- 
gotiations,' either  pending  or  dosed.  How  long 
was  it  since  a  member  trom  Maine  hod  made  a 
Eomilai  call  for  the  correspondence  of  our  com- 
missioners under  the  treaty  of  Ghent }  This 
call  had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  publish- 
ing that  correspondence,  although  it  related  to 
a  question  of  great  importance  still  pending ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  readily  acceded  to,  or, 
according  to  usage,  it  was  limited  by  reference 
to  the  discretion  of  the  President 

Mr.  BzNTOH  would  vote  differentiy  on  this 
occasion  from  what,  he  wonld  if  the  present 
administration  were  to  continue  in  power.  If 
they  were  to  continue,  he  would  struggle  to 
the  uttermost  to  have  all  the  instmctions  com- 
municated confidentially  to  the  Senate ;  those 
who  had  opposed  the  mission  to  Panama  might 
also  have  an  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  get 
all  they  conceived  maCeriat  before  the  pnhhc. 
But  this  administration  was  not  to  continue. 
It  went  out  of  power  in  three  days,  and  could 
gain  nothing  by  making  an  imperfect  commu- 
nication:  for  the  new  administration  would 
immediately  have  it  in  ite  power  to  show  anr 
thing  that  might  be  left  behind.    IfitshooU 
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tarn  oat  to  be  the  fatit,  tbat  the  Frendent  had 
dropjwd,  or  modified,  when  he  came  to  give 
his  lostructioni,  Bay  of  tbe  objeots  oria;iDa]l7 
commnnicBted  to  the  Benate,  it  wonla  b«  a 
high  compliment  to  the  nineteen  Senators  who 
opposed  the  mismon,  and,  for  that  reason,  were 
BO  often  denoimoed  for  a  fcctiooB  and  nnprinct- 
pled  oppoeitioD.  To  anthorize  the  publication 
(if  the  anthorily  was  necessarj)  seemed  to  be  an 
act  of  courtesy,  perhaps  of  Justice,  to  a  retiring 
admioistrnldoii ;  if  a  partial  pnolication  was 
made,  it  would  be  corrected  in  a  few  da,j9,  and 
no  advantage  would  be  guned  to  one  side,  or 
IqJDrj  done  to  tlie  other,  where  the  correction 
wonld  be  so  prompt 

Mr.  UcEiKLKT  said.  Uie  proposition  seemed 
to  him  to  be  perfectly  fair.  Bnt  be  was  not 
here  when  the  subject  was  diacassed  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  could  not,  therefore,  be  aware  of  the 
dimcnltj  B^d  to  exist  in  the  consideration  of 
the  proposition  with  open  doors.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposition  had  better  be  made  in 
secret  session,  and  he  wonld  move  that  the  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
waa  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  23,  najs  28. 

lt<an>A.T,  March  S. 
Inauguration  <^  tAe  Fn^Ami  Eltet. 
Mr.  Smitr,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  been 
anxious  to  move  a  resolatioo,  which  he  read. 

The  Ohair  stated  that  be  had  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  Fre^dent  elect  on  the  anbjeot  to 
which  the  gentieman  had  referred. 

The  following  commonioalion  tnm  the  Pres- 
ident elect  was  read: 

CiTi  OF  WiSHmoTOM,  lUrch  2d,  1828. 
6tB :  Thraueh  jou  I  beg  leare  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ale,  that,  on  Wednesday,  the  4tli  instant,  at   12 
o'clock,  I  shall  be  ready  to  take  tbe  oath  prescribed 


.  iacbarge  of  my  offldalduUei,  and  at ^ .._ 

the  Senate  may  tblnk  proper  to  designate. 
I  am,  very  reapectfiiUy,  At,  &o. 

AMQBEW  JACKSON. 
J.  0.  Calhodv, 

Viet  Pn*idmU  of  Ou  UiiUfd  Btati*. 

Hr.  Shitk  offered  his  resolution,  as  fbllowe : 

JUtoi-Btd,  That  there  be  a  comnitlee  appointed 

to  make  the  necessary  preparations  and  ararnge- 

mcnts  foe  the  Inangaration  of  the  President  elect, 

on  the  llh  of  Uarch,  \m,  and  to  apprise  him  of  the 

The  resolution  waa  adopted,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  three  members  ordered,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  Wmis,  and  Ojub- 


TnBSnaT,  March  S 
DoewitenU— Panama  MurioR, 


7b  tAtf  BauUi  owJ  Eouk  of  Ktprrtnlativn  of  Of 
Oiuted  Btaitt  of  Amenta. 

WiSHIMOIOJl,  !d  March,  1839. 
I  trunsmit  herewith  to  Congreia,  a  copy  of  the 
instnictiona  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  Htate,  and 
famished  to  the  lOnislen  of  the  DnHed  States  ap- 
pointed  lo  attend  at  the  AsNmUy  of  Americaa 
Flenlpotentiaries,  Brtt  held  at  Anania,  and  tbeoc* 
tranArred  to  Taonbaya.  The  occasion  fox  wUck 
tbey  were  given  has  passed  away,  and  there  is  no 
present  probability  of  the  renewal  of  those  n^otiar 
tions;  but  the  piupoea  for  wbich  tbey  were  intend- 
ed ace  still  of  the  deepest  interest  to  our  conntij 
and  to  tbe  world,  and  may  hereafter  call  again  for 
the  active  energies  of  tbe  Government  of  the  United 
States.    The  motive  for   withholding  them   from 

gneral  pablication  havine  cesfed.  Justice  to  tho 
ivernment  from  which  t&ey  emanated,  and  to  the 
people  for  whose  benefit  it  was  Instituted,  require! 
that  tbey  shonld  be  made  known.  Wth  this  view, 
and  from  the  conrideralion  that  the  subjeeta  em- 
braced  by  those  InitmolioBS  most  prebaUy  encag* 
hereafter  Hm  eonaldeiatiep  of  oar  sneeMtoia,  I  (te«B 
it  proper  lo  make  this  conusonicatioD  to  botk 
Houses  of  Congress.  One  copyoidjof  tlte  inttra^ 
tlona  being  prepai«d,  I  send  It  to  the  Senate,  re- 

Suesting  uat  it  may  be  transmitted  also  to  Um 
iouse  of  Sepresentatives. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
Mr,  TazBWKLL  moved  the  reference  of  tlM 
i  and  pap" 

llatlOML 

The  reference  was  ordered, 

Mr.  OoumxBS  moved  that  tLs  Message  ud 
docnments  be  printed. 

Mr.  TazEWBLL,  in  opposition  to  the  motion, 
asked  if  the  Senate  was  witling  to  give  to  tb« 
wtwld,  without  previous  examinatiajL  the  seorrt 
Instmotions  of  tbe  Qovemment.  This  propo- 
sition waa  made  here  a  f^  days  ago  by  a  Ekn> 
ator  ftom  Masaaohnsetta,  in  a  rvKAv&aa.  It 
waa  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South  Oar> 
olina,  that  the  dooomenta  shonld  come  to  tbe 
Senate  confidentially,  and  in  secret  sesBon. 
The  mover  himself  beioame  satiafled  of  Uie  im- 
propriety of  reoeiving  them  in  any  oUier  waj 
than  with  closed  doors,  and  he  modified  Ua 
resolution  accordingly.  What  then  t  The  Sen- 
ate determined  not  to  make  a  call  fbr  dooo- 
ments  on  a  Freddait  having  bat  three  days  to 
five,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  taUa, 
Although  the  morer  declared  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  Premdent's  intentions  or 
wishes  in  regard  to  the  pnblieation  of  these  pa- 
pers, yet,  the  resolution  having  been  rejected, 
tbe  President,  nnoalled,  obtradea  the  secret 
doonments  on  the  Senat«.  After  tiiese  doen- 
mravta  had  b«en  referred  to  a  oommlttee,  to  b« 
examined  and  to  be  published  or  withheld,  at 
their  discretion,  the  Senator  from  Marrland, 
thon^  he  knows  nothing  of  their  contenta, 
proposes  to  publish  tiiem  to  the  world.  Mr.  T. 
hoped  that  the  Senate  wonld  examine  beforv 
they  promulgated  documents  sent  hither  in  the 
last  moment  of  the  expiring  pditical  life  erf  the 
Prerident. 

Mr.  Ohaiibem  stdd  ho  was  peaOj  aorprisod 
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at  tb«  oppontion  nude  to  the  motion  to  print. 
Ho  regretted  the  ftbtence  from  hu  ah»ir  of  his 
ftiand  from  HusttobiiMtts,*  (Mr.  W.,)  who  had 
introditoed  tii«  reaolntioa  refwred  to  hj  the 
Senator  from  Tii^oia,  beoatua  he  did  not  nn- 
dentsnd  the  motiTM  or  the  objects  of  that  rea- 
(dntion  to  hsTe  been  those  which  that  Senator 
now  expreeaed  them  to  be.  He  had  not  nnder- 
■tood  the  mover  of  the  reaolatiou  to  intimata, 
and  oertainlj  In  the  reinarka^which  he  hinuelf 
hod  made  in  mipport  of  that  rea>lation,  he  had 
not  intuoated,  his  motive  and  object  to  be  to 
parify  the  present  Eieoutive^r  to  rekindle  the 
flames  of  partj  awmodty.  When  that  resoln- 
tion  iraa  inboduoed,  it  was  objected  bj  the 
Benator  from  Sonth  OaroUna,  (Kr.  Hattix,) 
that  tiaa  infomatdon  asked  fbr  Bhonld  be  sent 
to  the  Senate  hi  Be(»«t  <«aanon,  in  Zxeentive 
stidon,  and  other  exceptions  were  taken  to  its 
langnage.  The  mover  of  the  reaolaliDn  aoqni- 
CMwd  in  all  t^e  enggeetiona  of  amendment,  and 
modified  hie  proposition  aecordingly.  It  was 
Ibr  the  avowed  pnrpose  of  oonciliatjng  the 
views,  and  snbdning  oppoeition,  that  the  modi- 
flMUdons  were  adopted,  and  not  as  the  Senator 
from  Tirglnia  inggeste,  becanse  the  mover  of 
Um  reeolntion  deemed  it  proper  to  have  the 
Senate  in  Executive  aessioi:  to  receive  the  com- 
mBnieation.  He  had  admired,  although  he  be- 
lieved he  oonld  not  have  imitated,  the  ooncilia- 
tory  temper  of  his  h<Hiorable  Mend  wlio  had 
moved  the  reaolntionj  in  yielding  to  the  modi- 
fleatioae  proposed,  wnen  he  wa«  yet  oonvlnoed 
that,  in  its  original  fonn,  the  propOHition  onght 
sot  tQ  have  received  oppodtion.  Yet  what 
was  the  event?  A  strong  and  animated  appeal 
w«i  made  by  the  Senators  from  Yi^inia,  Sonth 
OaroUna,  and  Georgia,  and  ultimately  the  reeola- 
tiOD  was  defeated  by  a  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

It  has  been  said  the  President  has  obtmded 
pa{>ers  on  the  Senate  containing  aecrota  of  the 
Oovenunent.  What  jostifies  this  remark) 
Does  the  Senator  know  the  oontanta  of  the 
pqMra,  and  from  snch  knowledge  assert  th^ 
tbaractert  Does  he  not  assume  an  tqtpellate 
power  over  the  opinion  of  the  Exeontivet 
Does  he  not  retnse  to  the  President  the  ezer- 
dae  of  oonenrrent  and  oo- ordinate  power  vest- 
ed t^  the  constitntiont  The  Eieontive  has 
the  Tight  to  make  pablie  his  official  acts.  By 
sending  hie  oommnniootions  to  Congress,  he 
does  pohlish  to  them  and  to  the  world,  and 
this  body  has  no  right  to  by  hands  on  official 
Mpera  in  transitn,  and  Knottier  them  by  send- 
mg  tbem  to  a  committee  room,  and  lefDaing 
to  print  them. 

Mr.  Bbbkirt  had  no  wish,  he  ssid,  to  in- 
qnii«  into  the  motives  of  the  Prewdent,  or  of 
individaBlB,  in  regard  to  this  sniject ;  bat  this 
last  motion  forcibly  leminde  ns  a!  the  circnm- 
atanees  under  which  the  original  motion  was 
introdneed.    The  question  npon  the  resolntion 
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was  not  whether  the  docnments  shoold  ba 
pablished,  but  whether  we  shoald,  gratnitona- 
ly,  evoke  them  frvm  the  President,  and  give 
them  pnblidty.  The  same  argament  which  ha 
opposed  to  Uie  call  for  the  papers,  he  wonid 
now  oppose  to  the  motion  to  print  them.  He 
would  eiolnde  all  consideration  of  the  motives 
of  these  motions,  bnt  look  at  their  effects.  The 
effect  of  both  motions  was  to  draw  distinctly 
the  lines  of  parties.  Gentlemen  avul  them- 
selves of  the  very  few  moments  in  which  they 
can  have  access  to  the  pnblio  armory,  to  um 
themselves  fbr  another  contest.  He  did  not 
fear  their  weapons.  They  had  been  found 
powerless  for  defence ;  they  would  be  foond 
equally  so  for  offence.  The  object  of  the  mo- 
tion made  the  other  day  was  declared  to  be 
not  the  Justifloation  of  the  President,  though 
that,  it  was  sud,  would  be  its  effect^  bnt  to 
jnstdiy  to  gentlemen  their  own  course.  The 
real  object  which  gentlemen  had  in  reviving 
the  disouBsion  of  the  merits  of  this  omtemi^ 
and  exploded  political  speculation  was  to  ena- 
ble them,  in  their  retirement,  or  in  legidative 
haUs,  to  renew  the  political  oonflict  in  which 
they  had  so  lately  oeen  defeated.  Bnt  this 
weapon  would  not  aid  them,  rar,  (said  Hi.  B.,) 
it  is  not  for  me  to  distrust  the  declarations  of 
gentlemen.  I  am  not  disposed,  on  this  ocoa- 
sioD,  to  nrge  the  argument  of  "poit  hoe  »rgo 
propUr  hoe;"  but  how  soon  had  these  several 
acts,  tending  to  the  same  object,  followed  each 
other.  In  the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
the  r^ection  of  the  original  proposition,  this 
message  was  received,  and  it  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  motion  of  an  extraordinary  char- 
acter. The  President,  in  the  exercise  of  a  pow- 
er not  denied  to  him,  has  sent  to  ns  the  docu- 
ments in  such  hsste,  that  the  clerks  could  not 
furnish  a  copy  of  them,  Bnt  one  set  was  fnr- 
nished,  which  we  were  required  to  send  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Is  this  usual  1  The 
PreMdent  should  have  put  both  Houses  in  pos- 
seeuon  of  the  document,  and  he  cannot  m^e 
us  his  agents  in  their  oommunioation  to  the 
other  House.  But  is  there  any  thing  nnnsoal 
in  resisting  the  proposition  to  print  the  papers  t 
Only  one  copy  was  sent,  and  that  was  referred 
to  uie  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations.  Was 
there  any  proof  that  we  were  disposed  to  with- 
hold the  aocnments  from  publication?  Why 
were  they  not  printed  ?  Because  thoy  sbonld 
first  be  examined  by  the  committee,  and  should 
go  to  the  public  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
the  oommittee.  The  bane  and  the  antidote 
shoold  be  administered  together.  Bnt  he 
would  ask  if  the  President  wonld  not  lay  tbese 
docnments  before  the  public.  It  was  in  his 
power  to  do  whatever  ne  wished  with  them ; 
nor  would  it  be  a  new  cas&  should  he  open  the 
secret  drawers  of  the  Stete  Department  to  make 
pnblio  such  of  their  contents  as  he  thought 
proper. 

liie  instmctions  to  Mr.  Cook  were  ^ven  to 
the  public  by  the  President  after  they  had  been 
refused  to  the  Eonse  of  Bepresentatives.  With 
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taj  aaaent,  no  act  of  ours  abaU 
pablicBtiOD  of  these  papen.  They  were  i 
condition  to  got  before  the  pablio  withont 
agency.  He  would  not  consent  to  be  made  the 
agent  in  drawing  from  tlie  Departmeitt  of  State, 
and  in  pabliahing,  the  history  of  an  ill-fated 
measure,  which  had  long  dlBtraoted  the  Amer- 
ican people,  and  which  was  only  called  for  with 
a  view  to  revive  and  continne  those  diatrao- 

Ur.  Houns  sMd  he  had  been  opposed  to  the 
Panama  miasion;  for  he  snBpect^  It  would 
come  to  no  good,  and  he  had  foared  it  might 
produce  mischief.  His  maxims  were  "to  let 
well  enough  alone,"  and  "  if  yon  oonld  not  see 
where  to  go,  nor  what  to  do,  it  was  safest  to 
stand  still,  and  do  nothing."  But  others 
thought  well  of  It ;  public  opinion  was  divided, 
and,  the  roiseion  beiog  eetabliahed,  and  the 
UiniBters  appointed,  I  (sdd  Mr.  E.)  oonld  not 
withhold  the  apyropriation  for  their  compensa- 
tion. The  President  has  oommmucated  to  ns 
the  instrnctiona  to  those  MioisterH,  and  the 
proposition  is  to  prist  the  docnments  for  the 
ose  of  the  Senate,  confidentially.  The  whole 
affair  is  over  and  finished,  and  we  not  only 
Aise  the  public  the  information,  but  we  : 
afrud  to  trust  onrselves. 

Sir,  it  is  a  grave  qnestion,  whether  we  have 
the  power  to  arrest  here  a  commnnication  sent 
to  the  House  of  ICepresentatives  through  ns. 
The  Preddent  has  sent  information  to  both 
Honsee,  reqneeting  ns  to  transmit  it  to  the 
House.  It  is  a  usual  course,  and  when  the 
documents  are  voluminous,  it  is  almost  always 
done.  It  lias  been  admitted  that  the  Presi- 
dent has,  himself,  the  right  to  make  public  the 
whole  transaction ;  and  yet  we  are  so  fastidi- 
ous that  we  apprehend  dtmger  even  to  trust 
onrseives  with  reading  the  communication. 
They  are  to  be  locked  up  in  the  bureau  of  the 
Oomioittee  of  Foreign  Kelations;  and  until  these 
confidential  gentlemen  have  examined  them, 
we  are  not  to  have  a  sight  of  them.  The  re- 
sult is,  that  we  are  to  interpose  to  shut  out 
from  the  public  that  information  which  the 
President  himself  on  his  own  responsibility, 
has  a  right  to  give.  Sir,  I  opposed  tJie  mission, 
and  stiU  believe  I  was  right ;  but  instead  of  re- 
ft^ng,  I  will  facilitate  every  thing  which  may 
go  to  show  me  iu  the  wrong.  I  am  not  afraid 
nor  ashamed  to  hear  and  publish  any  man's 
doctiines  in  opposition  to  my  ows.  It  is, 
moreover,  made  the  dnty  of  the  President;  by 
the  constitution,  to  make  this  commnnicatiou. 
"  He  shall  from  tune  to  time,"  that  is,  when, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  he  deems  it  expedi- 
ent, "  communicate  to  Congress  the  state  of  the 
Dnlou."  A  transaction  affecting  essentially 
the  state  of  the  Union  is  communicated,  and 
we,  the  Senate,  even  with  closed  doors,  are 
neither  permitted  to  hear  or  see  it.  Is  it  ma- 
terial that  the  committee  shall  detain  these 
doctunents,  that  their  answer  shall  go  out  si- 
multaneously) Public  opinion  is  not  to  be  fore- 
stalled :  for  the  people  of  these  United  States 
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will  hear  the  whole  before  they  decide.  Bat 
if  we  are,  indeed,  afraid  to  tmst  them,  it  is  a 
little  singular  that  we  should  be  afi^id  to  bust 
onrselyea. 

Mr.  Haikb  rose  in  reply  to  Ur.  Ohambkbs 
and  Mr.  Holmes,  and  said  that,  if  the  Preaident 
defflred  to  ^ve  to  the  world  his  insbnjctioiu  to 
the  Ministers  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  he,  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  could  hav^no  objection  to  his  doing  so, 
be  the  President  influenced  by  what  motives 
be  m^y.  But,  when  the  attempt  was  made  to 
convert  this  House  into  the  mere  instrament 
for  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  purpose,  he 
felt  disposed  to  pause  and  inquire  into  the  ob- 
ject intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the  pro- 
ceeding. If  the  President  desired  to  shift  the 
responsibility  of  laying  before  the  world,  docu- 
ments which,  by  (he  practice  of  all  Govem- 
ments,  are  usually  locked  up  in  the  archires  of 
the  country,  it  was  at  least  neoeasary  that  the 
Senate  should  know  precisely  the  character  of 
the  papers  which  they  were  called  upon  to 
print,  in  order  that  they  might  judge  how  Car 
it  was  proper  for  them  to  assume  the  responm- 
bility  thus  attempted  to  be  thrown  npon  tbem. 
The  usual  and  proper  mode  of  proceeding  was, 
to  do,  what  had  been  done  in  this  case — to  re- 
fer the  Message  and  doonmentfi  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Belattons  for  examination ;  and 
i^  after  they  shall  have  been  examined,  it 
should  appear  that  they  contain  nothing  which 
can  oompromit  the  character,  or  affect  the  ^ 
ture  policy  of  this  country,  he,  for  one,  would 
have  no  objection  to  print,  and  circulate  tlicm 
as  widely  as  the  President  or  lus  friends  could 
desire.  Those  Senators  who  had  opposed  the 
Panama  mission  from  the  b^innm^  oonld 
have  no  pos^ble  objeotion  to  tLe  publication. 
of  every  thing  calculated  to  afford  correct  in- 
formation concerning  that  wild  and  viMoDUy 
iject.  But  at  the  same  time,  it  is  doe  (eaid 
'.  H.)  to  onrselves  and  to  the  country,  that 
I  should  dearly  understand  the  true  charac- 
ter of  these  documents,  before  we  take  upon 
ourselves  the  task  of  ushering  them  before  the 
world  on  our  responsibility.  The  President 
might  have  caused  them  to  he  printed  and  cir- 
culated withont  sending  them  here ;  but,  as  he 
is  determined  to  send  tnem  out  under  the  aa- 
thority  ot  the  Senate,  it  is  proper  that  we 
ahonld  resort  to  the  usual  means  for  obtaining 
authentic  information  as  to  the  true  idiaracter 
of  the  documents,  in  order  to  determine  the 
course  proper  to  be  pursued  in  relathui  to 
■'em. 

Having  referred  the  Messase,  therefore,  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Regions,  to  whom 
the  subject  appropriat«ly  belonged,  it  would  be 
entirely  out  ol  the  nausi  course,  and  as  it  ap- 
— rs  to  me,  highly  improper  to  order  them  to 
printed,  or  to  adopt  any  other  measure  in 
relation  to  them,  until  we  should  have  the  re- 
sult of  the  examination  to  which  they  woold 
1  salyect«d  by  that  committee. 
Mr.  Ohaubus  said  he  was  ouaUe  to  diaoorer 


;.C00^^|C 


[,  1899.] 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESS. 

Doamimti — Panama  Mitliori. 


tha  force  of  the  objection  urged  hj  the  Benator 
from  Sooth  Csrolina.  A  pervsduig  error  ran 
through  Mb  whole  an^ment.  The  Senator  at- 
tuaui  the  oontents  of  the  papers  to  be  snoh  as 
to  render  their  pablication  improper.  The  ob- 
Tiona  answer  to  this  was  that  the  constitation 
had  made  the  President  the  jndge  of  that  mat- 
ter :  it  gave  to  him  the  power  to  dirnlge  to 
Oongress,  and  to  the  pnblio,  what,  on  his  re- 
apoumbilitf,  he  might  uiink  it  safe  and  proper 
to  commnnioate.  It  did  not  give  to  the  Senate 
an  appellate  power  over  his  judgment.  The 
Senate  was  no  more  the  constitationsl  guardian 
of  Uie  President  than  of  the  Honee  of  Bepre- 
sentadvee.  Bnt  this  doctrine,  practically  car- 
ried oat,  would  make  it  the  gnardiaa  of  both. 
When  tiie  President  senda  a  message  to  the 
House,  we  are  first  to  examine  whether  it  is 
discreet  in  ^im  to  send  it;  and  this  kindlf  of- 
fice being  performed  to  him,  we  are  then  to  as- 
certain whether  it  is  disoreet  to  allow  the 
Hooae  to  receive  his  Ueasage.  Sir,  if  snoh 
powen  be  osanmed  by  Uie  Senate,  who  is  to 
assign  limit  to  themt  What  becomes  of  the 
co-ordinate  branches  of  yoor  Government? 
What  becomes  of  the  constitntiont  The  Sen- 
ate will  be  yoor  Qoverntnent,  and  all  otber  de- 
partments its  depejidenU, 

Theae  doonments  do  not  belong  to  7on  alone. 
They  are  equally  the  property  of  the  other 
House ;  and  they  are  now  made  public ;  and, 
thereforejtbeir  contents  are  the  property  of  the 
pnbUc  Has  not  any  member,  at  this  matant, 
the  right  to  go  to  yonr  file,  transcribe  any  part, 
or  the  whole  of  their  contents,  and  publish 
tfaem  in  the  newspaper,  withont  violatbog  any 
nile  of  the  Senate,  any  mle  of  law,  or  any  mle 
cf  propriety?  Oertainly  be  has.  It  was  alto- 
gether unimportant  what  were  the  oontenta  of 
Uie  papers.  They  were  already  public,  and  on 
the  reeponsibility  of  the  Prerident.  The  m- 
■tmmentality  of  the  Senate  was  not  asked  or 
reqnired,  and  it  was  only  the  exercise  of  some 

Kwer  by  the  Senate  whioh  conld  now  with- 
Id  their  contents  from  the  Hoase  of  Bepre- 
■entatiTee  and  the  nation.  He  denied  the  ez- 
istenoe  of  such  a  poVer  in  the  Senate.  Whence 
did  they  derive  it  t  Or  why  should  thej"  pos- 
Be«it!  The  Senate  is  not  responsible,  if  the 
Preddent  has  acted  indiscreetly,  as  the  area- 
ment  assnmes,  althongh  the  Senator  admitshe 
doee  not  know  the  contents  of  the  papers,  and, 
of  conrse,  csooot  know  that  their  publication 
win  do  mischie£ 

Uolees  the  Senate  be  prepared  to  aasnme  the 
ftmctiona  and  responsibility  whioh  the  constitn- 
tioD  has  vested  in  the  Eieoative,  and,  indeed, 
thooB  which  belong  to  the  Eonse  of  Represent- 
atives also,  it  cannot  arrest  what  is  sent  by 
the  one  to  the  other  in  the  cooree  of  official 
dn^.  It  Is  not  only  a  direct  violation  of  the 
light  of  the  Executive  I«  send,  and  of  the 
House  to  receive,  those  papers,  bat  it  is  a  pal- 
pable infraction  of  the  rignt  of  the  peoplt  ' 
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fore,  that,  in  relation  to  faots  disclosed  with  all 
the  forms  of  a  pnblio  proceeding  in  an  open 
session  of  Oongress,  either  this  or  any  outer 
branch  of  the  Government  had  interposed  to 
lay  its  hands  on  the  materials  by  whioh  those 
&ots  were  to  be  acquired,  and  shut  them  ap  in 
a  committee  room  f  and  this,  too,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  concealing  their  existence  ? 

How,  he  asked,  does  this  conrse  compare 
with  that  of  the  Senate  when  the  Panama  mis- 
sion was  advised?  The  mt^ority  of  that  day 
did  not  hesitate  to  give  to  Uie  people  all  the 
facts  before  them,  No  one  resisted  it.  The 
mission  had  been  detenoined  on,  and  whether 
the  doonments  were  pnblished  or  no,  the  llln- 
Isters  would  be  sent  out.  But  the  question  had 
excited  pnblio  interest,  and  the  nation  had  a 
Jnst  claim  to  all  the  information  whioh  would 
enable  them  to  Judge  whether  the  policy  was 
wise.  Did  we  meet  the  demand  to  publish,  by 
asking  if  genUemen  intended  to  perpetuate  ac- 
rimomons  feelings  ?  By  adverting  to  the  dan- 
ger of  exposing  our  notions  of  the  conrse  of 
policy  to  be  pnrsned  to  these  nations!  By 
suggesting  the  necessity  of  employing  the  agen- 
cy of  a  committ«e  to  send  out  an  "  antidote 
with  the  bane !"  As  if  we  feared  to  brnst  the 
honesty  or  the  intelligence  of  the  American 
pnblio.  No,  sir,  all  the  docnments  we  bad 
were  published,  and  thousands  of  copies  dis- 
persed over  tbe  whole  surface  of  this  tTnion; 
and  all  the  labored  arguments  of  onr  opponents 
accompanied  them.  Now  we  ask  the  eame 
jtMtice,  and  our  case  is  a  much  stronger  one. 
What  we  have  pabUshed  is  a  part  only,  and  we 
ask  to  publish  the  remaining  part,  which  is 
necesaary  to  a  right  underetanding  of  the 
whole.  What  is  published  was  the  ground- 
work agunst  which  was  levelled  all  the  pre- 
dictions of  eiMted  apprehension.  Now  we  aak 
^OQ  not  to  ooDoeal  from  the  public  eye  the  fin- 
ished and  completed  superBtruoture. 

The  motion  to  print  the  Ueesage  and  docn- 
ments  was  lost : 

Tiis. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bon^ny,  Bomet,  Cham- 
ben,  Chase,  Foot,  Hendncks,  Holmes,  Johnston  of 
LoniMuka,  Knight,  Ha^  Noble,  Bobbins,  Sanford, 

Seymour,  Blabee,  Webster,  Willey— 18. 

Nats. — Hesars.  Barnard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Biancb, 
Chandler,  Dickeraon,  Dudley,  Eaton,  Hayna,  Iredell, 
Johnson  of  -  Kentucky,  Kane,  ^ng,  ICcKioley, 
Prinoe,  Itidgely,  Roiran,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  South  CarolW,  Taiewell,  Tyler,  White,  WiUiams, 
Woodbmy— 24, 

Ur.  Tazbwkli,  asked  whether  a  motion  to 
transfer  the  Kessage  and  documents  from  the 
Legislative  to  the  Executive  Journal  wonld  be 

The  Vice  Praiident  said  he  preanmed  it 
would  be  in  order.  There  were  no  instances 
of  transfers  from  the  Lepslative  to  the  Execu- 
tive Journal ;  bnt  transfers  from  tbe  Executive 
to  the  Legislative  Journal  were  not  nnfreqnent. 
The  motion  was  made,  and  carried  In  tae  af- 
firmative, by  a  vote  of  26  to  16. 
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During  the  above  disooBsio] 
receired  from  th«  Hoose  of  BepreaenUtiTeB, 
stating  that  they  had  passed  &  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Oommittee  lo  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in- 
form him  that  nnlesa  he  hsd  aaj  further  hnM- 
ness  to  commimicat&  the  two  Hoosas  were 
readj  to  a^jonm,  ana  asking  the  ooocarrenoe 
of  the  Senate. 

The  8eiiat«  concnrred,  and  wpointed  a  com- 
mittee on  its  part ;  and  Ur.  Smith,  of  M&ry- 
land,  from  the  cOTnniittea,  reported  that  they 
had  discharged  the  dot;  intrusted  to  them,  and 


that  the  President  informed  them  he  had  noth- 
ing Airtber  to  commonicote ;  that  he  pr^ 
seated  Itis  best  respects  to  both  Houses  of  Oon- 
gresB,  and  wished  them  a  safe  retnm  to  tJieir 
umiliee  and  homes. 

Another  message  waa  received  from  tha 
Eonse,  stating  ^at  thej  had  oomplBt«d  the 
legislative  bnfflness  before  thwn,  and  wers 
rMdj  to  acfjoam. 

Oa  motion  of  Ur,  Sutth,  of  Uorylaod,  it  iraa 
ordered  that  the  Senate  meet  to-morrow  at  11 
o'clock  A.  K 

The  Vice  President  then  acUonmed  Oe  Ben- 
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THUBsnAT,  Uarch  6. 
Domiment* — Panofna  iRttion. 


be  transferred,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, to  the  Ezecotive  Jonmal : 

9t>  thi  BemOt  and  Smut  Y  ii>r>n«aiKa(tM«  o/lA* 
Unittd  BtatM  of  AtMriea. 

WlBHtMBTOH,  Sd  KkTch,  ISSB. 

I  truiamit  herewith  to  Congress  ■  copy  of  die 
Instmctiona  prepued  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
ftrntished  to  the  Uiniitera  of  the  United  Btates  ap- 
pointed to  kttead  to  the  Assembly  of  Ameriean 
I^mpoteDtiRrieB,  first  held  at  Panama,  and  thenee 
transferred  to  Tacubaya.  The  occasion  for  which 
thej  were  given  has  passed  away,  and  there  is  no 
present  probability  of  the  renewiil  of  those  negoUa- 
tions ;  but  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intend- 
ed are  sdU  of  the  deepest  interest  to  our  country, 
and  to  the  world,  and  may  hereafter  call  again  for 
the  actlTe  energies  of  the  Qorernment  of  the  Cnited 
Statei.  The  motive  for  withholding  tbem  from  gen- 
eral publication  having  ceased,  justice  to  the  Gov- 
enuneot  fhtm  which  they  emanated,  and  to  the 
peofde  for  whose  beoeGt  it  was  instituted,  reqaires 
that  they  should  be  made  known.  With  this  view, 
and  from  the  consideration  ttiat  the  subjects  em- 
braced by  ^ose  instructions  must  probably  engage 
hereafter  the  oonsideralJcnaf  ourBucceescis,!  &em 
it  proper  to  make  this  commuiiication  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  One  copy  only  of  the  instruc- 
tions being  prepared,  I  send  it  to  the  Senate,  re- 
questing Uiat  it  maf  be  traosoutted  also  te  the 
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TuBSDiT,  March  10. 
Ur.  Bkntoh  submitted  the  following  motion : 


Ordtred,  That  the  message  of  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States,  ttwismlttlng  to  the  Senate  the 
instnietions  to  the  Hinister  of  the  United  Statei  to 
the  Cougrea  at  Panama,  wHh  the  accompanying 
documents,  be  referred  to  the  oomBiittee  appMnt- 
ed  tike  eih  instant. 

The  Senat«  proceeded  to  oonffider  the  motion. 

THirK8Di.T,  Uarch  12. 

The  Senate  reemned  the  consideratioa  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  10th  instant,  to  refer  the 
Message  transmitting  the  instnictionB  to  (he 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Panama,  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Ur,  BnrroB  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  mo 
tion,  uid  sabmitted  the  following  as  a  nib* 
stitnte: 

"  The  Ute  Prandent  of  the  United  States  havings 
by  his  message  of  the  3d  Uarch,  1829,  commanl- 
cated  a  copy  of  tbe  instructions  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  States  appointed  to  attend  at  the  Aa- 
sembly  of  American  Plenipotentiaries,  first  held  at 
Panama,  aod  thence  transferred  to  Tacabaya,  with 
"  a  view  to  their  general  publication,"  which  is 
claimed  by  him  as  an  act  of  "justice  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  thej  emanated  :"  Therefore, 

"  Sttohtd,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  :«- 
moved  from  the  said  documents,  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit the  pubUcation  of  the  same,  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  Ute  Eiecutive  of  the  United  State* ;  it 
being  thereby  declared  that  snch  publication  is  not 
to  be  considered  as  the  expresuon  of  an  opinion  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  any  of  the 
principles  avowed,  or  measures  suggested  in  said 
hlstrucUona." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion. 

Fridat,  Uarch  IS, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conuderataon  of  the 

motion  aabmitted  jMarday  bj  Ur.  Bxtmu^ 
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rel&tire  to  the  tnstrnctions  to  the  IGuisters  of 
the  United  States  at  Panama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suira,  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
that  it  lie  on  the  table,  it  waa  detennined  in 
the  negative — yeas  6,  nays  30, 

ItosDAY,  Uarch  16. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
motioii  Habmitted  br  Mr.  Bkkton'  on  the  12th 
instant,  respecting  the  instractions  to  the  Mln- 
iBt«n  of  the  United  States  at  the  Oongresa  of 
PananuL 

A  motion  vas  made  b;  Mr.  Wkbstbb,  to 
amend  the  same,  bj  ttrihing  out  all  after  the 
word  "ResolTed,"  and  inserting,  "That  the 
Meaaage  of  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  8d  of  March  last,  transmitting  the  in- 
EtmctioDS  gEven  to  the  IDnistera  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  the 
doGOments  accompanpng  it,  be  transferred  to 
the  Le^slative  Jonrnal  of  the  Senate," 

A  diviuon  of  the  qnesdon  was  called  for  hj 
Ur.  Eiiia,  and  being  taken  on  striking  out, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — jees  18, 
IU7S  19. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Tazewell, 

To  amend  the  resolatton  hj  striking  ont  all 
after  tiie  word  "  emanated,"  and  inserting  the 
Avowing : 

"The  Senate  having  bestoTcd  npon  tbe  sold  in- 
structions tbe  most  carefnl  attention ;  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  dbcoTer  any  possble  beneSt  which  maf 
Tcault  from  their  publication  at  (his  lime ;  on  tbe  con- 
traiy,  finding  in  tliem  many  expressions,  insinna- 
tiona,  and  opinions,  in  the  jostice  and  propriety  of 
which  tbe  Senate  do  not  concur,  bat  Tcgard  the 
promolgalion  of  the  same  as  a  measure  vhich  may 
be  productiTs  of  much  public  detriment :  Therefore, 

"  RttolvKi,  That  the  said  imtruclioos  be  retomed 
to  the  department  of  State." 

It  was  determined  in  tbe  negative — yeas  9, 
nftjaSS, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLakx,  of  Delaware,  to 
amend  tbe  resolntion,  by  striking  ont  all  after 
the  words  "  Eetolved,  That,"  and  inaerting, 
"  the  said  Message,  and  the  doonments  aocom- 
pwnyin^  it,  ts  containing  the  views  of  the  late 
Kxeentive,  be  transferred  to  the  Legislative 
JoDraal  of  the  Senate;  it  being  hereby  de- 
clared that  such  transfer  b  not  to  he  consid- 
ered either  eipressive  of  an  opinion,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  of  the  propriety  of  tbe  said 
Message,  or  of  tbe  langnage  used,  the  principle 
■vowed,  or  tiie  measnres  sn^^ted,  in  sud  m- 
djons :" 
YoL.  X^17 


A  division  of  the  qaestion  was  called  for, 
and,  being  taken  on  strikiiig  ont,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BrooLSs,  to 
atnend  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted, 
by  striking  ont  the  following  claoae :  "  It  being 
hereby  declared  that  snoh  transfer  is  not  to  ha 
considered  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  the  propriety  of  the 
aud  Message,  or  of  the  langnage  nsed,  tJie  prin- 
ciples  avowed,  ot  measnres  snggested  in  said 
instructions." 

And  it  was  det«muned  in  tbe  negative — yeas 
18,  nays  19. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  WBaerEa,  to 
amend  the  proposed  amendment,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "  propriety,"  the  words  "  or  im- 
propriety." 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  afBrmative — 
yeas  21,  nays  11. 

The  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  original  mo- 
tion as  amended,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  23,  nays  10. 

Bo  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to  as  foUowB : 

"  Tbe  late  Prendent  of  the  United  States  having, 
by  his  message  of  the  Sd  March,  lgS9,  commnniot- 
ted  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  hiatnictions  to  the 
Hmliters  of  the  United  States  appointed  to  attend 
at  the  Assembly  of  Amerioan  FleDipotentiarieB,  first 
held  at  Panama,  and  thence  tranaferrad  to  Tacu- 
baya,  with  a  'view  to  their  general  publication,' 
wmob  is  claimed  by  Um  as  an  act  of  'joadce  to  the 
Government  fVom  which  they  emanated:'  There- 
fore, 

"JUiohtd,  That  the  sddniesHage,Bnddooni]ienta 
aecompanybg  it,  as  containing  tbe  views  of  tbe  late 
Sieoutlve,  be  transferred  to  the  L^sUtive  Joiir> 
nal  of  the  Senate ;  it  bdng  hereby  declared,  that 
■Dch  transfer  Is  not  to  be  conddered  as  the  as^ea- 
nonof  an  {^unlon,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mtha 
propriety  or  fanpropriety  OC  the  said  meiuge,  m  of 
ue  langnage  need,  theprindples  avowed,  or  tneaa- 
ores  suggested,  In  said  mstraddons." 

On  motion  of  Hr.  TAZBWxUf 

Ordend,  That  the  proceecUngs  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  subject  of  the  message,  tiansmittlnr  the  !n> 
stmctions  to  the  Vinisters  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Congcess  of  Panama,  be  transferred  to  the 
legislative  joumaL 

On  motion  of  Mr,  BmouB,  that  this  He*- 
sage  be  printed, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— -yeas  18, 
nays  18. 
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FB00EEDIN63  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


UoKD^T,  December  1, 1828. 

Tho  HoDsa  WBB  called  to  order  at  12  o'clock, 
by  tlie  Hon.  Assaavr  Stbtekbom,  the  Speaker 
of  the  Eoose.  The  roll  being  called  over,  oae 
bondred  and  eeveotj  members  and  three  dele- 
gates answered  to  their  naoies. 

The  usnal  messages  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the,  two  HoQsea,  and  a  committee  was 
uipointed  to  wut  upon  tli«  Freddent  of  the 
'  Uuted  States. 

TcxaDAT,  December  S. 
Jb.  "Vi-V  BmeeBLAKs,  from  the  committee 
ui^inted  to  wait  npon  the  Preddent  of  the 
TJDited  Btates,  and  infbrm  him  that  the  two 
Houses  were  in  Beaaion,  &c.,  reported  that  they 
bad  performed  that  datjr,  and  the  President  re- 

E'ied  he  woold  make  a  commimication  to  both 
onses  this  day  at  12  o'clock.      ^^    .^ 

Boon  after  which,  a  Message,  wit£  accompa- 
nying documents,  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  hands  of  Mr,  John  Adams,  his 
K'vate  secretary,  (for  which,  see  the  Senate's 
bates.) 

The  reading  of  the  President's  Message  be- 
ing concluded,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tailob,  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  whole 
Honse  on.  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  six  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  same,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
tise  of  the  members  of  tike  Eoose. 

Tdubbdat,  Decembo-  4. 
The  laU  Sedge  Thomptm. 

Mr.  TucKKR,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
HOQSe  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  announce  the  nnpleaa- 
ant  information  of  the  death  of  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, Mr.  Bassos  Tnoicpaoif      Thongb  not 


long  a  member  of  this  Honse,  those  who  had 
the  pleasnre  of  his  acanaintance  while  here 
wil)  bear  me  out  in  saying,  that  the  worth  of 
the  deceased  was  of  no  common  order.  All 
who  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  him  aa  well 
as  did  the  hnmble  individual  upon  whom  hu 
devolved  the  melancholy  dnty  of  addrenuig 
you  ou  this  occasion,  wUl  beu  me  teatimoDy 
that  his  character  combined  an  associatioo  of 
the  most  estimable  qualities  of  the  hnmsn 
heart;  he  had  been  afflicted  by  a  distressing 
and  protracted  disease  of  the  liver,  which  ter- 
minated bis  journey  of  life,  when  he  paid  the 
great  debt  of  nature,  at  his  residence  in  'Stu 
Jersey,  on  or  about  the  20th  of  August  last. 
That  the  nsual  solemnity  in  this,  as  in  similar 
caaes,  may  prevail,  I  move  yon,  sir,  tie  foDow- 
ing  resolotion : 

JUiolvtd,  Th»t  tB  a  testimony  of  ceBpecl  for  tbe 
memory  of  Hidge  TaoltFsoN,  deceased,  liM  » 
iSiUDbep  of  this  Homb  for  the  State  of  New  Itittj, 
the  Uembers  thereof  will  go  into  moDmlDg  b^ 
wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  dija. 

The  resolution  was  nnanimously  agreed  to 
Ouviberland  Soad, 
•  Mr,  Sjoth,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  following 
resolntdon : 

Jtaolval,  That  the  Committee  on  Boid*  mi  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediewj 
of  reporting  a  bill  to  authorize  the  epenuig  of  the 
Cumberland  road  eightv  feet  wide  on  its  present 
location  through  the  State  of  Indians,  by  cutuog 
off  the  tunbor,  removing  all  obslmctions,  and  mtk' 
ing  tampotarj  bridges,  so  as  to  let  on  the  t™™; 
preparatory  to  tumpiking  tbe  ouno ;  and  also,  ttil 
aaki  committee  inquire  into  the  Bipeiemr  or 
making  an  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand  nolliit 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  SicTH  said,  that  be  mnst  ask  the  Inad- 
gence  of  the  House,  and  the  ear  of  the  Oommi^ 
tee  on  Boada  and  Canals  while  he  remarked 
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briefly  on  the  objecta  of  the  reBolntion.  There 
are  few  snbjects,  said  Ur.  8.,  I  ma;  eaj  qoiLe, 
in  which  the  citizens  of  the  State  from  which 
I  come,  and  particnlarly  those  more  immediate- 
ly affected  by  this  road,  either  in  feet  or  antici- 
pation, are  more  deeply  interested  than  in  that 
embraced  by  this  reaolntion.  The  Onmberlsnd 
road  being  the  grand  thoroughfare  throagh 
whi(^  a  great  portion  of  the  emigration,  as 
well  as  &e  merchandise  from  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  dties,  most  pass,  by  land,  to  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  those  States  west,  throogb 
which  this  road  is  intended  to  be  located,  it 
•  consequently  becomes   a  matter  of  mnch  im- 

Enrtance  to  onr  citizena,  that  it  should  be  in 
ealtliy  and  active  progress  westward.  It 
moat  be  recollected  by  the  House,  and  partion- 
loiiy  by  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Kniaht  the 
able  commiaaioner  who  ran  and  marked  the 
road  through  the  State  of 'Indiana,  in  his  re- 
port to  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  warmly 
recommends  the  opening  of  this  road  in  the 
manner  contemplMed  by  the  resolution.  It 
wonld  eeetfl  almost  nnnecessary  for  me  to  add 
my  entire  concurrenoe  in  the  views  of  Mr. 
Knight  on  the  subject,  aa  his  opportonitjee, 
having  'euunined  the  ground,  for  Bcij,uiriiig  a 
knowledge  of  the  snbject,  not  only  aa  reg^ds 
the  ge<^p»phy  of  the  country,  hot  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  preparatory  step,  has  been 
sneb,  as  to  entitle  hia  opinions  to  the  re^ectM 
conrideration  of  this  House  and  the  committee. 
It  mast  be  recoUected  by  the  Honse,  that  a  bill 
p&ued  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, aatliorizing  the  opening  of  the  road  as  is 
contemplated  by  this  resolntiou ;  that  the  re- 
peated efibrts  of  myself  and  coUeagne,  Coh 
Bi:.AKK,  (Mr.  Jassisaa  being  at  that  time  mifor- 
tonately  conBned  to  hia  bed  by  severe  tndispo- 
dtioii,)  to  take  up  tbe  bill  out  of  its  order, 
proved  nnavailing,  and  we  were  compelled  to 
Bee  the  session  closo  and  the  bill  not  reached  on 
the  orders  of  the  day.  It  will  also  be  recol- 
lected that  I  introduced  a  joint  resolutioa  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Indiana  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Koads  and  Oanals.  It  was  indeed  a  su^eot  of 
much  regret  to  me  that  the  biU  of  the  last  ses- 
doB  did  not  become  a  law,  as  the  voice  of  my 
oonstitaents,  wbiob  shall  ever  be  my  guide, 
called  for  every  exertion  that  conid  be  made  Oft 
my  part  to  obtain  the  passage  of  the  biU. 

Sir,  since  the  location  of  this  road  by  the 
oommiasioner,  a  great  portion  of  the  public  do- 
rnnxa  lying  immediately  on  the  line  of  the 
same,  and  contiguous  thereto,  has  passed  into 
tbe  bands  of  individual  purchasers,  and  the 
money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ; 
farms  are  opening,  towns  are  laying  out,  and 
villages  springing  up,  and  the  whole  face  of  the 
ooontry' greatly  improving,  in  anticipation  of 
the  opening  and  final  completion  of  uiis  great 
national  work.  National  I  call  it,  sir :  for,  if 
any  work  of  internal  improvement  can  proper- 
ly be  called  national,  this  is  surely  of  that 
cfaaractCT.     The  people  consider  Congress  as 


pledged  to  proceed  with  this  great  and  impor- 
tant work,  and  1  flatter  myself  their  just  ex- 
pectations win  not  be  disappointed.  To  such 
gentlemen  as  held  oonstitational  scmples  on 
these  subjects,  I  will  merely  say,  that  this  reso- 
lution, and  the  Bobjeot  of  inqnuy,  steers  clear 
of  the  constitntional  objections  of  tbe  gentle- 
men ;  it  rests  on  other  principles.  Such  being 
the  case,  as  frequentiy  admitted,  as  I  believe, 
on  this  floor,  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  co-op- 
eration of  these  gentlemen  as  well  as  those 
who,  like  myself^  are  not  troubled  with  these 
constitutional  objections  on  subjects  involving 
the  right  to  mske  works  of  internal  improvo- 
ment.  I  believe  we  have  the  power,  ana  I  am 
willing  to  exercise  it  for  the  benwGt  of  tbe 
country.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  the 
question  at  this  time^  as  it  can  answer  no  valu- 
able purpose.  I  wiu  merely  point  gentlemen 
to  the  compact,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  two 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  sales. of  publio 
lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  whidi  I  oonsideT 
pledged  to  this  oltlect,  hss  already  amounted 
to  more  than  the  sum  called  for  by  the  reao- 
lotion. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  to  inlrodnce 
this  resolution,  and  to  make  the  remarks  which 
I  have  submitted,  at  this  early  period  of  the 
session,  that  the  committee  may  have  the  sub- 
ject under  their  consideration  as  early  in  the 
seeuon  aa  possible,  as  I  am  very  anzions  that  a 
bill  may  be  reported,  and  finally  pass,  doring 


the  session,  which  I  am  s 


is  to  be  a  short 


Mr.  MoLiAN  moved  to  amend  this  resoln* 
tion,  by  inserting  therein,  after  the  word  "  looo- 
tion,"  these  words,  "fh>m  Zanesville,  by  way 
of  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Ohio." 

Mr.  SioTH  declined  accepting  of  this  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution.  So  far  as  this 
road  had  gone  into  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  had 
been  made  to  follow  the  coarse  of  ^ood  roads 
already  existing ;  but  in  Indiana  this  was  not 
practicable,  as  no  such  roads  lay  In  ita  contem- 
plated course.  Besides,  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  would  involve  the  necessi^  for  as 
enlarged  appropriation. 

Mr.  MoLkuk  considered  thb  as  no  valid  oI>- 
jection  to  the  amendment  The  whole  subject 
would  remun  within  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mittee. As  to  what  the  gentlemsa  had  ol>- 
served  as  to  the  good  roa£  in  Ohio,  he  most 
certainly  be  under  an  erroneoos  impression. 
The  preparation  contemplated  by  the  reaola* 
tjon  was  as  much  needed  in  that  State  as  it 
could  be  in  Indiana. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  thereupon  modified  the  original 
resolution,  so  as  to  msert  |100,000,  instead  of 
(50,000;  in  which  form  the  resolution  wot 

TsuEBDAT,  December  11. 

EcUrtiion  of  Time  /or  Ihanbaek, 

The  engrossed  bill  extending  the  tenawitJiin 
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vM^  mttratundise  maj  be  fezported  wiUi  ben- 
efit of  drawback,  waa  raad  a  third  time,  and 
the  qDMtion  being,  "  Bhall  the  bill  paaat " 

Mr.  WioKLiFFB  said,  when  tbe  bill  was  or- 
dered U>  an  engroBsment,  he  did  not  ooirectlj 
apprebfflid  the  effeota  udod  the  revenue  of  the 
oonntry  to  be  iqterated  oj  the  firat  aeotion,  and 
he  thonght  it  probable  the  House  did  not  de- 
Vote  Bomoient  attention  to  the  bill  when  nnder 
ooneideration  on  jeaterdaj.  To  the  extenaion 
of  the  time  for  aUowinx  Kooda  entered  for  ex- 
portation the  benefit  of  drawback,  he  did  not 
aee  any  valid  objection,  and  of  oonrse  wonld 
be  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  if  tJiat  was  tta 
only  effect ;  but  the  first  section  makes  an  in- 
novation npon  the  settled  revenae  system  of 
tluH  Government  from  its  orig^  Our  earUeat 
leipalation  has  charged  a.  certain  rate  of  per 
Oeot.  npon  the  amount  of  debentures,  varymg 
Booording  to  circamatanoee  in  its  amonnte. 
For  many  years  past  it  has  been  fixed  at  2i-per 
cent,  liiia  2^  per  cent,  has  yielded  to  onr  rer- 
enue  annually  about  the  sum  of  (160,000  to 
9900,000.  The  first  seotion  of  this  bill  pro- 
poaes  to  repeal  so  much  of  our  revenue  law  aa 
impoees  this  2^  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  duty 
OB  foreign  mtn^audise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  (priniupally  on  foreign  aoooonts, 
owned  by  foreign  merchants  and  manniaotaT- 
era,}  in  qnest  of  a  market. 

I  cannot  be  mistaken,  s^d  Mr,  "ff.,  when  I 
otate  that  this  bill  will  have  the  effect  of  sub- 
tracting from  the  revenue  of  the  conntry,  an- 
nually, $160,000,  thiee-fourtha  of  which  is 
now  pud  by  foreign  merchants  and  mannflae- 
torers.  I  will  not  undertake  to  point  out  the 
propriety  of  levying  this  contribution,  npon 
tiie  merohandiae  of  forei^era,  coosidered  as  a 
revenue  measure,  or  as  a  jnat  tax  for  the 
trouble,  expense,  and  ris^  encountered  by  the 
Goremmeut :  the  legislation  of  the  nation  for 
thirty  years  should  supersede  the  neoesaity  of 
such  labor  on  my  part.  Let  not  gentiemen  de- 
ceive themselves  by  the  idea  that  this  measure 
is  to  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  American 
meroiiant,  cttdzen^  or  manuiaotnrer.  Its  bene- 
ficial effects  will  be  mwnly  «ijoyed  by  the  for- 
^gn  merohauts  and  mauiifHctnrers.  They  are 
the  great  owners  of  the  goods  enUtied  to  the 
benefit  of  drawback.  We  have  our  table 
groaning  with  the  remonstrances  of  tho  Amer- 
jtoan  m<^chautB  and  citizens  of  our  commercial 
dties,  praying  Oongiiesg  to  impose  a  duty  on 
the  sales  made  at  auction,  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise, because  of  the  facilities  wbion  such  sales 
afford  to  the  foreign  importer  and  mannfoo- 
tnrer,  to  the  great  injury,  if  not  ruin,  of  the 
Amerioan  merchants,  and  we  are  by  this  bill 
called  upon  to  grant  uiem  greater  fadlities,  and 
that,  too,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  Trea»- 
nry.  I  shall  say  no  more.  I  have  stated  my 
oI^Bctions  to  the  bilL  I  do  not  think  I  am 
mistaken— I  know  I  am  not  in  one  reapect — 
tiiat  is,  the  loss  which  your  Treasury  will  sus- 
tun,  of  something  like  1160,000  per  annum. 
It  is  for  tho  EoDse  to  say  whether  thia  loss 


shall  be  sostained.  I  denre  that,  when  the 
qnostion  is  taken,  it  may  be  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Ifr.  Oambxblxsa  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  not  oboeen 
an  earlier  opportunity  to  offer  his  objections  to 
a  part  of  the  bill ;  when,  if  they  had  been  sna- 
taiued  by  a  majority  of  the  Uouae,  it  mi^t 
have  beem  amended  accordingly.  He  woud, 
however,  endeavor  to  show,  tlut  the  gentleman 
bad  entirety  misconceived  the  object  of  the  de- 
duction in  question.,  He  says  we  are  about  to 
relinquish  a  revenue  of  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  doUais  annually,  and  tberefbre  th« 
bill  ought  to  be  r^ected.  The  atat^aman  who 
&amed  the  orif;inal  act  never  contemplated 
that  tbia  deduction  from  the  drawback  should 
ever  operate  as  a  tax  upon  the  carrying  trade ; 
it  never  bad  been  the  policy  of  the  country  to 
exact  a  revenue  on  merchandise  in  trauut ;  no 
commercial  country  that  be  knew  of  had  ever 
adopted  a  measure  so  injurious  to  its  own  naTi- 
gation.  The  sole  otiject  contemplated  by  the 
original  act  of  lT99---the  first  act  levying  dn- 
tieB  on  importation — was  to  indemnify  the 
Gtovemment  for  all  charges  incidental  to  ware- 
houaiiig  merchandise,  wnioh  might  be  exported 
with  the  ben^t  of  drawback.  It  was  never 
Intended  to  impose  the  smallest  fraction  of  tax 
on  such  mercliandise  for  purposes  of  revenue. 
The  act  of  1T89  authorized  a  deduction  of  one 
per  cent,  from  the  moderate  duties  of  that  day, 
when  the  ad  tatoreni  rates  were  generally  at  5 
and  7i  per  oent.  The  charge  was  equal-  to 
about  five  cents  on  every  honored  dollars,  and 
was  exclusively  dedgned  to  cover  all  inoid«ital 
eiqienscfl,  Under  the  stanq>  act,  a  stamp  do^ 
was  imposed  on  debenture  certificates ;  and  to 
cover  this  expense,  an  additional  dednirdon  WM 
made  in  1800.  From  omission,  or  from  some 
other  cause,  when  the  stamp  duties  were  re- 
pealed, the  deduction  frvm  the  drawback  was 
not  restored  to  its  original  rate.  We  have 
Binee  very  considerably  increased  the  impoata 
to  80,  40,  50  per  cent,  and  upwards,  until  the 
amount  now  deducted  for  the  mere  expenses  of 
MarehouainK,  is  sixteen  times  the  rate  ori^nal- 
ly  contemplated,  while  the  expenses  have,  in 
tJie  mean  time,  actnally  diminished.  Th^ 
was  no  cause  now  oiiating  for  retuning  any 
Aortion  of  the  duty  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
ui  the  original  act.  Every  expense  that  could 
possibly  be  chargeable  on  merchandise  depos- 
ited in  our  public  atorea,  and  every  cuatom- 
honse  fee,  must  be  pidd,  before  it  can  be  taken 
out  of  the  posaeaaion  of  the  offioera  of  the  cue- 
toma.  The  property,  while  under  tbe  care  of 
Qovemijient,  waa  at  the  riak  of  the  owner; 
the  Gkivemment  was  in  no  manner  rea^nuble 
for  its  saiety.  We  were  already,  by  exiating 
laws,  amply  indemnified  for  every  exjiense  in- 
cidental to  merchandise  designed  for  exporta- 
tion, and  the  dednction  from  the  debenture 
could  not  be  defended  on  that  gronnd.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  other  commercial  na- 
tion had  made  any  such  deduction,  anlesa  it 
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vag  in  liea  of  all  incidental  charges  for  storage,  i  retaining  of  Oit  two  and  a  half  per  eent.  t^ 


fto.  The  sole  object  of  the  bm,  said  Ur.  O., 
is  to  place  onr  foreign  trade  on  the  irise  and 
Eberal  footing  on  which  other  nationi  hod 
placed  theirs.  Bnt  even  if  we  pass  this  hill, 
our  naTigating  interest  will  not  e^joj  adTSD- 
ta^  equal  to  those  granted  bj  other  nations  to 
this  branch  of  trade.  In  Great  BriUdn,  mer- 
dumdise  maj,  apon  application  to  tlie  Oom- 
mimoners  of  the  Treaanrj,  remain  in  entre^ 
indefinitely  for  jears,  witHont  even  an  entrj 
being  made,  or  the  p^ment  of  any  Aaij.  Ao- 
eording  to  oar  l&wa,  the  duty  most  be  pdd  at 
tte  expiration  of  certain  t«rms.  Tbe  navigat- 
ing interest  of  this  country  solicited  no  favors 
--ibey  asked  merely  to  hare  restrictions  token 
offwbioh  aotoally  operatod  as  an  ettcoDrag^ 
mcnt  to  tiie  navigation  of  Great  Britain  and 
IVance,  at  the  expense  of  our  own  oommeroe. 
To  tax  the  carrying  trade  was  substantially 
nothing  lees  than  levying  a  toll  on  merchandiae 
for  tiie  privil^e  of  oroaemg  the  Atiantio  Ooean. 
Bat  there  was  another  and  a  stronger  objec- 
tiraL  If  the  H  per  cent,  deduction  from  the 
dnty  dioold  be  oontiuned,  its  effect  woald  be 
to  impose  &  disorimiQating  dnty  on  onr  own 
navigation,  ia  &ror  of  the  navigating  interests 
of  franoe  and  Gtreat  Britain,  onr  competitors 
ibr  the  profits  of  the  carrying  trade.  Sooh  a 
measure  wonld  be  detriments  not  only  to  the 
navigating,  bnt  to  every  interest  in  the  conn- 
try.  It  would  be  utterly  inconsistent  with 
erery  rule  of  soond  policy,  and  with  the  prao- 
tloe  01  all  nations  sharing  in  the  carrying  trade 
ef  the  world.  Tlte  bill  would  be  essentially 
Bsrvioeable  to  our  foreign  commerce,  and  would 
enable  ns  to  contend  with  other  nations  in  a 
brand)  of  nxvigatiMi  which  had  been  uniformly 
a  bvorite  in  all  commercial  oonntrles. 

Hr.  BAsmx  observed,  that  the  houOTable 
gentl«aiaii  £rom  Keatncky  atuteared  to  have 
t^en  up  an  impression  on  this  subject  which 
was  directiy  the  reverse  of  the  sctua]  state  of 
the  facta.  The  gentieman  seemed  to  suppose 
that  a  Uige  proportion  of  the  amount  of  goods 
imported  for  drawba(^  ia  on  foreign  account 
The  reverse  is  the  truth.  By  far  the  larger 
portion  of  onr  whole  imports  are  for  the  oou- 
Rnaption  of  the  oountry,  and  thoee  intended 
far  re-exportation  are  imported  almost  entirely 
by  our  own  merchants.  Vhen  foreign  mec- 
diantB  ship  those  goods,  which  are  the  xwoal 
nbject  of  our  drawback  system,  they  ship 
Bian  direct  to  the  port*  where  they  intend 
laally  to  send  them,  without  entering  our  ports 
at  all.  But  when  onr  own  merchanta  import 
fK  drawback,  it  is  usually  with  a  view  to  re- 
«port  the  caigoM  to  the  West  Indies  and 
Hmth  America.  The  bill  operates  on  Ameri- 
can m^ehAnte  almost  eiolnaively,  and  its  ob- 
ject is  to  benefit  them,  and  cot  foreignera.  It 
makes,  in  Ikct,  the  porta  of  the  United  States 
free  porta,  and  its  operation  will  be  to  «iable 
the  foreign  merchant  to  find  here  all  those  mia- 
aellaneoTM  kmds  of  merchandise  which  are 
R^'ii'te  to  make  np  an  osaorted  cargo.    The 


duties  operates  aa  an  iiyuiy  to  the  carrying 
trade— a  trade  which  no  wise  nation  will  tax 
for  revenue.  Great  Britain  has  in  her  colonial 
dominiona,  near  onr  own  frontier,  free  porta, 
which  she  has  opened  for  the  very  purpose  of 
rivalling  us  in  thu  trade;  and  the  result  of  this 
wise  measure,  on  their  part,  is,  that  British 
merchants  are  enabled  to  save  almoct  the  whole 
of  the  freight.  Under  auch  a  state  of  things, 
our  obvious  policy  la  to  f^  our  trade. from 
every  shackle.  Our  trade  to  South  America  ia 
increasing  every  hour,  and  has  already  so  &r 
advanced  as  to  constitute  one-third  of  our 
whole  exporta.  Under  this  state  of  things,  we 
ought  to  enconrage  it  by  every  meana  in  onr 
power.  Ur.  B.  concluded  by  agun  indaHng 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  wonld  terminate 
on  American,  and  not  on  for^gn  mercantile 


Hr.  BvoBiSis  said,  it  was  hia  intention  to 
veto  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  he  wished,  in-  a 
few  words,  to  state  his  reasons.  It  ia  froe,  aa 
the  gentleman  ft^sm  Kentucky  (Mr.  WiOEunn) 
has  stated,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will 
diminish  onr  annual  revenue  trom  $180,000  to 
1160,000.  The  question,  Uien,  is,  will  the  ob- 
ject sought  to  be  accomplished  more  than  in- 
demnify the  country  for  this  loss  of  revenue  t 
He  thought  it  would.  The  bill  rests  upon  a 
very  simple  principle.  Great  Britain  Is  Strag- 
gling to  obtain  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world. 
She  has  establiahed  ftee  ports  throughout  her 
extensive  dominions,  in  which  her  merchants 
may  deporit  foreign  merchandise  without  the 
payment  of  any  transit  dnty.  The  wiae  prin* 
ciple  upon  which  she  acta,  is,  to  burthen  her 
foreign  trade  aa  little  as  posdble.  It  possea 
free  through  her  dominions  to  foreign  ooun- 

^e  question,  then,  is,  ahall  tiie  American 
merdiant  be  placed  upon  the  tame  footing  I 
Great  Britain  is  our  great  rival  for  the  cany- 
ing  trade;  and  ought  we  not  to  enable  our 
merchanta  to  struggle  against  this  powerfU 
competition  with  t^e  same  advantagee  which 
her  merchants  poaaeaa?  Our  lawa  impose  a 
tranrit  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon 
the  existing  rate  of  duty,  on  all  ftaeign  mer- 
chandise imported  Into  uie  United  Btatee,  to  be 
transported  to  foreign  conntriea.  Thia  operates 
as  a  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  agunst  the  American  merchant  All 
other  ciTCumstaneee  being  eqnal,  it  would  In 
effect,  be  a  premium  to  that  amount,  to  enable 
the  foreign  merchants  to  nnderaell  onr  mer- 
chanta in  foreign  markets.  The  simple  ques- 
tion, then,  is,  stukll  we  protect  onr  forngn  com- 
merce, by  affording  it  tiie  same  advantages  with 
the  foreign  commerce  of  Grea4  Britain  t 

At  the  last  session  of  Oougrees,  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  had  exerted  all  his  feeble  abilities  to  pro- 
mote the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  protection  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures.  He  ocmsidwed 
oommeroe  eqoatly  entitied  to  oar  fiavw.  Its 
protection  was  equally  a  part  of  the  gnat 
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Amerioan  Bjstem.  The  dat7  which  be  felt  he 
owed  to  the  commeroe  and  the  meroantile  in- 
terest of  the  oonntry,  would  not  avSer  him  to 
Tote  against  this  bilL  It  was  oaloulated  to 
hnild  up  our  foreign  trade,  and  enable  onr  mer- 
ohants  to  enter  into  a  Eur  oompetitioii  with  the 
merchants  <^  the  other  oofomerraal  lutiona  of 
the  world. 

The  jeaa  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and 
stood— jeas  ICS,  pBja  28. 

So  the  bill  wu  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate, 


UoKDAT,  December  15. 
Drmehaek  on  S^fined  &igar. 

The  bill  increasing  the  amonnt  of  drawbaoh 
on  eogar  refined  within  Qib  TJnited  States,  was 
taken  np. 

Mr,  OAHBRBLiiro,  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to 
tiie  effect  of  the  bill's  being  confined  eiolnsiTe- 
Ij  to  sugars  refined  from  foreign  materials,  read 
a  paragraph  from  the  former  bills  passed  in 
181fl  and  IBIS ;  but  lest  anr  snspieion  should 
remain,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  proviso : 

"Fronded,  That  Uiiiact  ihalliiot  alter  or  repeal 
anj  lav,  now  in  force,  regulating  ttie  exportation  of 
sugar  refloed  in  the  United  States,  eicept  to  change 
the  rate  of  drawback,  when  lo  exported." 

Ifr.  SrETEmoN,  of  Fennsylrania,  said,  this 
bill  bad,  without  opposition,  progressed  so  fai 
that  he  presomed  resistance  wonld  be  onavail- 
ii^.  He  deemed  it  proper,  however,  to  say  a 
few  words  ezplanatoiT'  of  his  vote  f^nst  ita 
engrossment  and  passage.    He  was  against  the 

Stem  of  boonties,  olcuked  ouder  the  name  of 
whacks.  The  bill,  in  fact,  proposes  to  a^ve 
from  the  Treasury  a  bonnty  on  domestic  refined 
sugars,  when  exported,  of  five  cents  per  pound, 
under  the  pretext  that  the  brown  sngor  of 
which  it  is  made  pays  three  cents  per  pound 
dntj-  on  its  importatioD.  The  ousting  law 
allows  a  bounty  or  drawback  of  four  cents  per 
pound  on  sugar  refined  in  the  United  States 
and  exported,  and  this  is  equal  to  the  whole 
dntj  paid  on  the  raw  sagsr  entering  into  its 
fabric — deducting  a  fair  proportion  of  the  cus- 
tom-honse  eipensea,  &o.,  on  trade.  To  in- 
orease  this  bounty  is  not  only  to  repay  all  Uie 
duty  that  has  been  received  on  the  sugar  nsed, 
but  it  becomes  an  actual  charge  on  the  commu- 
idty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sugar  refiner. 

Mr.  Oaubbklkko  observed,  in  reply,  that  the 
object  (tf  the  present  bill  was  merely  to  correct 


the  constitution,  and  the  simple  inquiry  at 
present  was,  what  ooght  to  oe  the  actual 
amount  of  debenture  t  A  report  had  been 
made  at  the  last  sesdon,  by  the  Oommtttee  of 
Oommeroe,  in  relation  to  this  point,  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  give  him- 
self the  trouble  of  oonsalting  it,  he  would 
Uiere  find  that  the  committee  agree  with  him, 


that  not  a  oent  should  be  allowed  in  form  of 
drawback  beyond  the  actual  cost  of  the  for^gn 
sugar  refined.  He  will  meet,  in  that  report, 
with  three  distinct  calculations,  drawn  from 
the  most  satisfactory  data,  and  made  with  the 
greatest  minuteness  aod  care ;  and  i^  after  ex- 
amining them,  the  gentleman  should  not  be 
fUly  convinced,  his  apprehensions  of  that  gen- 
tleman's candor  and  powers  of  oomprehensimt 
would  prove  very  erroneous.  In  fact,  the  nde 
proposed  in  the  present  bill,  instead  of  being 
carried  to  an  exb'eme,  left  a  fraction  in  fhvor 
of  the  TJnited  States.  In  granting  saoh  a  draw- 
back, the  United  States  wonld  not  go  as  &r  w 
other  commercial  nations,  nor  woold  the  pres- 
ent Congress  go  as  far  as  their  aooestora  had 
dgne  for  twelve  years  after  the  organicatimi  of 
the  Government.  The  constant  practioe  had 
been  to  fix  the  drawback  at  double  the  rata  of 
dnty,  because  it  required  two  pounds  of  for- 
eign raw  sugar  to  moke  one  pound  of  Ameri- 
can refined ;  whereas  the  present  bill  fixes  the 
drawback  at  five  cents,  althongh  the  duty  on 
each  pound  of  imported  sugar  was  three  cents. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  general  policy,  when 
the  time  arrived  in  which  that  question  would 
become  one  of  great  importance,  Mr.  O,  said 
he  should  he  ready  to  go  with  the  gentleman 
from  Fennsylvania,  so  ^  as  to  enlarge  our  sy? 
tern  of  debMituie.  But  to  refhse  the  drawback 
would  be  to  doable  the  consnmptjon  duty  npoQ 
this  article.  It  would  be  sending  it,  with  a 
consumption  doty  exacted,  by  our  own  oonn- 
try,  to  meet  anoUier  consumption  duty,  exact- 
ed in  the  foreign  country  whither  it  wss  car- 
ried ;  whereas  the  sugar  refined  abroad  was 
loaded  with  only  one  such  dnty.  Ur.  O.  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  observing,  that  the  sub- 
ject was  not  new,  nor  had  he  advanced  the 
views  he  had  expressed  aa  having  the  least 
claim  to  novelty.  They  had  long  i>een  received 
and  acted  upon,  and  the  only  question  to  be 
settled  at  this  day  was,  as  he  had  befbre  re- 
marked, the  aotnai  amonnt  of  the  drawback  to 
be  allowed. 

Mr.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  Bud  that  the 
ef^t  of  the  bill,  as  he  apprehended,  would  h& 
by  granting  an  additional  drawback  on  refined 
sugar,  made  from  that  of  foreign  growth,  to 
place  it  ou  the  same  footing  with  sugar  r^ied 
from  that  of  domestic  growth.  Iltere  might 
formerly  have  been  a  good  reason  for  allowtDg 
this  drawback,  for  at  t£at  time  we  possessed  no 
sugar  lands,  and  raised  no  sugar  of  domestie 
growth.  But  since  then,  the  state  of  things 
had  been  greatly  ohanged,  and  the  United 
States  now  raised,  within  its  own  limits,  a  largs 
proportion  of  the  sugar  actually  used  in  the 
country.  There  was  a  difference  between 
allowing  drawback  on  the  mere  transit  of  arti- 
cles which  left  the  United  States  in  the  same 
condition  in  which  they  entered,  and  lowing 
drawback  on  articles,  ike  form  of  which  was 
changed  after  their  importation.  Government 
ought  to  be  oantions  how  it  lets  articles  of  this 
dedoription  compete  with  timiloi  artlolea  of  onr 
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oWn  prodootioii.  The  general  polio;-  of  this 
QoTsmment  hod  been  not  to  allow  dnwbaok 
at  all  apos  articlee  of  this  kind,  ilaoh  diffl- 
cnltT  had  beea  eipetienoed  in  the  oase  of  im- 

Cd  nlks  Btamped  here  and  rft-eiported. 
gentlenuBi,  Bnrely,  would  not  apply  the 
doctnne  of  drawhaoka  to  cotton  gooda  mann- 
botnTed  in  the  United  8Ut«s  and  exported,  if 
the  ootton  of  which  they  were  made  were  an 
impcvted  artiole,  or  to  woollens,  if  the  wool 
VH  inmorted.  The  proriaion  appeared  to  him 
bnpolitio,  if  not  muoBt. 

Mr.  QoBEUf  aaid  that  the  operation  of  the 
M  did  not  tweu  to  him  to  be  lightly  nnder- 
atood.  What  is  it,  asked  Ur.  O.,  which  the 
bill  on  yonr  table  does  in  effect  say  t  It  saya 
only  this :  that  if  there  ia  in  this  country  any 
fttU  and  indnstry  which  may  he  luefally  em- 
ployed upon  a  forwgn  material,  yon,  the  Gov- 
enuneut,  will  encourage  snch  industry  and 
■kill.  The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  appears 
to  think  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  wiU  be  to 
introdotw  a  rival  to  the  growth  of  our  domes- 
tic sugar ;  bat  bo  far  was  this  &om  being  the 
oue,  that  the  only  diffionlty  which  the  Oom- 
nutlae  of  Oorameroe  apprehended,  when  they 
tntrodooed  the  hill,  was,  that  its  effect  would 
be  to  allow  the  drawback  on  oar  own  sugar, 
which  was  intended  only  for  sugar  imported. 
Snppoae  evor  bo  many  nuUions  of  ponn&  to  be 
imported  and  re-exported — so  &r  as  oar  con- 
Bomption  at  home  was  oonoented,  the  draw- 
back wonld  produce  do  oompetition  between 
thit  iDgar  ana  our  own,  becaose  the  drawback 
is  ^owed  only  on  the  exportation.  The  the- 
ory of  the  act  is  this :  that  there  are  skill  and 
capital  in  this  ootmtry,  which  can  be  adran- 
tageoQsly  employed  in  refining  and  improving 
the  form  of  a  foreign  article,  and  that  you  will 
encourage  aach  an  employment  of  it. 

If  Hogar  could  be  raised  as  cheaply  at  home 
le  it  can  be  imported,  we  should  not  go  abroad 
for  the  article.  The  manu&cture,  then,  would 
be  of  the  domestio  article,  and  not  of  the  foi- 
eigu,  and  every  pound  of  onr  own  sugar,  re- 
fined and  exported,  wonld  get  the  drawback. 
The  bill,  therefore,  does  not  cramp  and  restrain, 
bat,  on  the  contrary,  tends  directly  to  encour- 
age the  growth  of  sugar  in  the  United  States, 
The  domestic  grower  would  have  the  price 
fixed  by  home  oonsmnption,  and  would  get  the 
^wback  too.  He  would  then  bave  no  rival ; 
so  that  the  argument  from  this  bill  goes  rather 
the  other  way.  The  real  danger  is,  that,  soon- 
er or  later,  enoh  an  invitation  will  be  given  to 
the  maoufactarer,  that  the  Amerioan  article 
viU  carry  the  drawback.  The  law,  to  be  sure, 
attempts  to  prevent  this,  by  prescribing  oatba, 
but  that  is  not  the  true  security.  The  security 
lies  in  the  natnre  of  the  transaction :  for  it  will 
be  easy  to  tell  whether  the  Government  pays 
iDore  for  drawback  than  it  gets  for  duty.  If 
the  drawback  does  not  exceed  the  doty,  then 
the  law  will  have  been  fUthfally  observed. 
For,  if  there  are  a  hundred  hogahaadH  of  for- 
rign  sugar,  and  anotiier  hnndrad  hogsheads  of 


domestio,  and  if  the  two  parcels  are  equally 
che^),  what  is  It  to  the  puDlio  which  of  these 
the  rcmner  ohooaea  to  use  t  K  tbey  are  equally 
cheap,  there  is  no  need  to  discriminate  between 
them.  The  true  test  is,  does  the  drawback  ex- 
ceed tiie  duty  I  If  it  does,  then  you  are  paying 
a  bounty  for  exportation. 

Mr.  UoDoins  sud,  tha^  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  discnssion,  he  had 
entertiuned  g^at  doobt  as  to  the  policy  of  this 
measnre,  and  altbongh  he  did  not  concur  in  all 
the  views  which  had  been  nr^;ed  against  the 
bill,  he  had  come  to  the  oooolosion  that  the  bill 
ought  not  to  pass.    The  allowanoe  which  it 

Sroposes  to  grant  to  the  manu&otnrers  of  re- 
ned  sugar,  is  denominated,  indeed,  a  draw- 
back ;  bnt  a  reference  to  the  arriunent  by 
which  It  has  been  vindicated,  as  weU  as  to  the 
practical  effect  of  the  law,  will  demonstrate 
that  it  is  in  &ct,  and  In  tmth,  a  bounty,  upon 
the  exportation  of  refined  sngar,  mannfaotnred 
in  the  United  States.  Disguise  it  as  we  may, 
said  Mr.  MoD.,  this  is  the  commencement  of  a 
^stem  of  bounties  npon  the  exportation  of  do- 
mestio manufactures,  and  can  only  be  regarded 
as  an  extension,  in  a  new  form,  of  that  system 
of  policy  which  has  been  recently  exemplified, 
in  raising  the  duties  upon  imported  merchan- 
dise, almost  to  the  point  of  prohibition.  The 
gentleman  from  U^sachusetts  Ofr.  Goebam) 
has  very  truly  said,  that  it  is  periectiy  immate- 
rial, both  to  the  manufacturer  and  to  the  com- 
munity, whether  the  refined  sugar  is  made  from 
brown  sngar,  grown  and  made  in  the  United 
States,  or  from  that  whioh  is  imported  from 
abroad.  In  point  of  fact,  the  law  will  operate 
precisely  as  if  the  drawback  were  allowed  in- 
discriminately npon  Sugars  refined  either  from 
domestic  or  imported  brown  sugar.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  with  any  propriety,  be  regarded  as 
a  branch  of  the  drawback  system,  which  is 
confined  specifically  to  the  rafunding  of  the 
dnty  paid  to  the  Government  by  the  importer. 
Now,  is  it  pretended  that  the  five  cents  a 
ponnd  which  ia  to  be  paid  to  the  exporter  of 
refined  sugar,  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  im- 
porting mercliant,  by  whom  the  dnty  upon  the 
imported  brown  sugar  was  pud  to  the  Govern- 
ment !  I  pat  it  to  genUemen  to  say  whether, 
under  the  disguise  of  a  drawback,  this  b  not 
the  first  step  towards  a  complicated  i^stem  t^ 
bounties  and  prohibitions,  each  sustaining  the 
other,  and  all  concurring  In  the  oppression  of 
the  community  ? 

Mr.  Stobbs  said  that  the  reraarke  that  he 
had  made  when  last  op,  had  been  misnnder- 
Btood.  He  was  not  opposed  to  the  ^etem  of 
drawback,  but  be  did  not  oondder  this  bill  aa 
le^timatelj  pertaiuiug  to  that  system.  As  to 
the  importation  of  articles  intended  for  transit 
merely,  he  thooght  that  areasonable  time  ought 
to  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  dnty, 
whether  it  were  twelve  or  twenty-fonr  months. 
But  the  present  was  a  different  qnesUon,  and 
always  had  been  so  considered.  The  present 
was  a  question  respecting  artidles  imported  Into 
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the  Cnited  Statea,  and  nltered  b^  the  mauDfiio- 
tnrer  before  the;  irere  re-exported  for  the 
bwieflt  of  the  diHwbaok.  There  were  bat  few 
artiolee  tbna  sitnAted,  and  the  regnlatioiu  re^ 
specting  them  did  not  ooostitate  any  general 
BTBtem  at  all.  Thej  were,  for  the  mott  part, 
articles  wLioh  we  did  cot  r^se,  enoh  as  aUke. 
afterwarda  stamped  in  the  United  States,  and 
one  or  two  others  of  a  rimilar  kind.  The 
preeent  bill  went  to  enlargw  the  prindpEe^  and 
to  extend  the  qratem.  A  ship  was  en  article 
mann&otnred  In  the  United  Sti^ ;  bnt  did  anj- 
bodr  ever  think  of  asking  or  granting  a  draw- 
back on  tlie  iron  snployed  in  its  fabrioation  ? 
Snob  a  thing  waa  never  heard  o£  In  relation 
to  fogar  the  state  of  thinjn^was  altered  dnce 
the  lew  was  first  paeeed.  we  now  raise  sugar 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  in  large  quanti- 
ties. Ur.  6,  said  he  was  not  for  going  baok 
and  repealisK  the  law,  since  it  liad  now  been 
long  established,  bnt  he  oonld  not  see  an^  pro- 
jHTietf  In  now  extending  tL  The  whole  impor- 
tation (f  BOgar  amonnted  to  fifty-flTe  milUona  of 
potmds.  In  1894^  the  qoanti^  of  domestie  angar 
raised  was  fbri;  ndlUona  of  ponnds;  in  three 
Tears  it  had  increased  to  eerenty'^ix  millitms ; 
half  as  much  agfdn  aa  the  whole  bad  fbnnerlr 
been.  It  had  donUed  in  three  years,  and  if  it 
ahonld  go  on  inoreadng  in  the  same  proportion, 
in  three  years  more  it  wonld  eqoal  tiie  whole 
amount  both  of  what  is  now  raised  and  imported. 
If  the  prodnct  was  increasing  at  this  rate,  Ifr. 
B.  asked  whether  he  bad  not  been  right  in  say- 
ing that  domestic  sugar  was  a  brsnoh  of  oar 
home  prodnct  well  wortJij  of  onr  looking  to. 
[He  wonld  not  nse  the  word  protection,  as  that 
word  seemed  to  be  peonliarly  offensive  to  some 
genUemen  in  the  Honse.]  ^Hie  present  amount 
of  drawback  was  bnt  eleven  thousand  dollars, 
pud  opon  abont  three  hundred  hogsheads,  and 
foT  an  object  like  tiiis,  gentlemen  were  asking 
the  House  to  introdnoe  a  principle  which  stmoK 
at  a  home  product  of  seventy-nz  mUIiooa  of 

Sands.  Was  the  plsy  worth  the  candle  t 
le  gentleman  from  Massachosetts  (Ur.  Gob- 
BUi)  bad  said,  that  if  capital  soaght  investment 
in  the  oarryins  trade,  ought  it  not  to  be  allow- 
ed to  take  that  direction  t  CertiUnly.  Bat 
wonld  it  be  a  more  profitable  wplieation  of 
capital  to  carry  foreign  sugar  r^ned  in  the 
United  States,  than  to  apply  that  capital  to  tti^ 
raising  and  refining  bolh !  Then  the  whole 
article  wonld  be  oar  own ;  we  should  have  the 
carrying  of  it  in  both  caBe&  and  the  profit  of 
raisiuK  it  besides.  Should  tne  amount  become 
very  ^rge,  the  argument  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man woald  bear  the  other  way.  The  principle 
of  the  present  bill  was  one  which  had  always 
been  resisted  in  this  Eoose,  and  ha  thought  it 
was  worth  a  little  consideration  and  some  delay, 
before  the  Qovernment  ventured  to  extend  it 
forther. 

Ur.  Sraaens  stid  he  was  glad  to  find  thiit 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Ttfr,  Stobbs,) 
for  whose  opinion  he  entertained  a  nigh  respect, 
agreed  with  him  in  the  general  prindplea  whidi 


the  drawback  aystem.  That  Keutle- 
nuu'a  tippontitm  to  the  bill  reaolved  itsuJT  into 
a  qneation  of  &ot,  not  of  jHinoiple.  He  object- 
ed that  it  would  interftre  wiu  onr  domeatio 
sugar.  Booh,  Hr.  S.  said,  wonld  not  be  the  oaae, 
for  two  reasons:  First,  onr  domeatio  sngar  is  not 
suitable  for  reflidng,  and  thefbr^gnsogaralona 
ia  nsedfor  that  porpose. 

[Ur.  Stobss  e^luned.    He  aaid  that  the 
forngn  aogar  waa  better  ad^ted  to  tlie  pnrpcae 


of  refining,  from  having  been  longer  in 
connWand  better  dralnedj 

Ur.  SPiusni  reonmed.  Whatever  might  be 
the  eanse,  the  Etot  was  not  denied  by  anj  one 
that  onr  domestic  sugar  never  goaa  to  tba  re- 
finers; it  is  not  salted  to  their  use  as  tlie  fbreign 
sugar  is,  and  tikerefore  does  not  come  in  oomp«- 
tition.  In  the  aeoixul  place,  we  do  not  prodnes 
domestic  sugar  enough  for  our  home  ooDsomp- 


that  the  qnantity  made  in  the  United  Btatea, 
is  fiut  inoresrin^  hot  it  ia  to  be  reodleoted 
that  onr  population  and  ooDsomption  are  fn* 
mcreadng  alao^  and  we  oertainly  eannot  expeet 
to  be  soonaoppUed  from  onr  own  aoU;  and  ao 
long  as  we  import  fbr  onr  own  oonsnmplion, 
there  eerta^y  oan  be  no  oompetiticm  in  the  fot^ 
ei^market  between  onrown  and  tbrei^  '"P^' 

The  gsmUeman  from  Sonth  Oandma  Qlx. 
UcDnxnx)  insista  that  allowing  this  drawback 
is  giving  a  bounty  upon  the  exportation  of 
sagara.  He  says  that  the  importer  pays  the 
duty,  and  that,  afterwards,  we  p^r  oaek  the 
amount  to  the  refiner,  aa  a  bounty ;  that  the 
article  having  been  tarot^t  into  Oie  eonntry, 
repsTingthe  duties  iaa  dead  loss  of  ao  mndi 
to  the  Treaauiy.  This  proceeds  npon  the  aa- 
snmptioa  that  the  same  qoantitT  wonld  be  im- 
{KHted,  if  re-expMtation  was  not  permitted. 
If  saoh  were  the  Act,  the  consequence  would 
be  to  depress  the  price  of  domeatio  sngar— an 
offoat  wnich  haa  been  so  much  deprecated. 
Havins  the  article  here,  if  we  prevent  its  flow- 
ing oS^  in  the  uanal  channels  of  oommeroe,  the 
aocnmulation  inevitably  reduces  the  price.  Ex- 
portation of  the  fordgn  article  la,  in  such  case, 
OB  hi^y  benefidal  to  the  domestic  prodnoer, 
as  if  the  same  quantity  of  his  own  fonnd  a  mar- 
ket abroad. 

Ur.  Dbittor  was  in  fitvor  of  this  hiO.  Ita 
operation  was  not  injuriona  to  any,  while  It 
produced  a  benefit  (not  indeed  to  any  large 
amonnt,  but  still  a  great  benefit)  to  the  com- 
merce and  naviration  of  the  United  Statea. 
How  (asked  Ur.  D.)  are  we  to  pay  for  the  sagar 
on  which  we  refdnd  this  duty  I  Oertwnly  by 
our  native  products :  for  there  ia  no  way  at 
paying  for  imports  but  by  exports.  This  ben- 
efits our  agriculture.  Then  we  have  the  trans- 
port of  the  p)ods — this  benefits  onr  oommeroe 
and  navigation ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we 
introduce  into  the  country  a  species  of  manu- 
facture which  otherwise  would  not  exist. 
Against  a  bill  so  evidently  benefidal,  and  pro* 
duotive  of  no  ill  effect  to  any,  he  was  at  a  looa 


18SS.] 


DEBATES  OP  CONGBESR 

Drawback  a*  B^ktad  Bagar. 


[H.  4WR. 


to  perodTe  wbftt  valid  o^ection    could   be 

biwlit    Ho  would  briefly  notice  one  or  two 

whicb  had  been  snggeBted.     The  gentleman 

turn  New  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  had  said  that  the 

effectoftiiebUlwotdd  interfere  with  the  growth 

til  domeetio  sngar.    But  how  w&b  this  possible  f 

li,  iii«tead  of  sugar,  the  drawback  was  granted 

on  coffee,  or  on  anj  other  article  not  rused  in 

the  United  Statea,  it  would  as  much  interfere 

with  the  dfnneatio  prodnot  of  coffee,  aa  of  Bugar. 

Why  vonld  it  not  interfere  with  the  growth  of   tection,  and  to  erect  toU  gstra,  «nd  to 

Mffeet     Becaose  none  was  grown  within  the    coUection  of  tolls,  inrolreB  ths  right 

United  Sl«t«fl.    And  why  would  it  not  inter-  


)  with  the  growth  of  angar' 
enoogh  was  not  raised  in  the  United  States  to 
■Bpfriy  onr  heme  consnmption,  and  therefore 
competttioD  wu  but  of  the  question.  Oompe- 
tition  could  not  exist  nnleae  the  imported  arti- 
cle was  pnt  on  a  footing  with  the  domeatie. 
Bat  the  dnty  on  the  foreign  was  eqnal  to  one- 
third  of  its  Taine.  Competition  was  therefore 
out  of  the  qnesUon.  Sugar  raised  here  did  not 
•en  merely  at  the  cost  of  prodnotion,  but  at  a 
price  in  which  the  dnty  was  included ;  and  as 
the  f(v«ign  artiole  was  saddled  with  a  dntj  of 
three  oenta  a  ponnd,  the  domestic  bore  the 
Mine  prioe,  end  that  three  cents  was  clear 
profiL  Onr  own  Aiwar,  as  every  one  knew, 
waa  oaed  exolosivety  in  its  raw  state.  AH  the 
r^ned  segar  in  the  United  States  was  mana- 
fietnred  from  the  foreign  article  alone.  If  it 
were  not,  we  shonld  neoeflSArilj  import  the  re- 
fined article  from  ilbroad.  Tltat  would  pay  the 
dnty,  and  this  dnty  woold  be  p^  by  the  con- 
Bomer;  whereas,  by  allowing  its  importation 
with  drawback,  the  article  is  obtained  cheaper, 
while  all  onr  domestjo  sugar  is  raised  eiclusiTe- 
ly  for  oonsionplion  in  other  ways.  The  effect 
Wtts  nnafoidaMe.  We  manufactured  a  new  ar- 
ticl*  of  exportation.  This  produced  importa- 
tion, the  importaljon  paid  dnty,  and  the  dutiee 
augmented  the  revennes  of  tiio  OovenuDont. 
The  efibcts  of  the  system  were  all  beneficial, 
•nd  iqjnred  nobody,  and  why  should  it  be  ob- 
jected to  on  mere  abstract  principles  ? 


TUWDA.T,  Deoember  IS. 
Inttmal  Improtemmt*. 
lb.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  s^d, 
that  the  resolDtiona  which  he  was  abont  to  pre- 
•ent  had  been  suggested  by  a  bill  which  he 
foond  on  his  table—the  Cumberland  road  bill 
— the  ^vovisions  of  which  he  believed  contrary 
to  the  fionstitation,  and  the  flindamental  prin- 
ciptee  (rf'  onr  political  institntiona.  It  was  not 
bia  purpose,  himself  to  go  bto  a  discussion  of 
the  abstract  constitntionsl  qnestion.  Bnt  if  it 
dtoold  be  tbonght  proper  by  others,  the  reso- 
Indone  might  offer  an  option  to  the  House,  ' 


iwolntion  would  vet  serve  him  as  a  protest 
andiuit  the  bill  and  ita  principles.  Vr.  H.  then 
otEered  tlie  following  nwolntions : 


jRftalvtd,  ire.  That  the  peopls  of  the  Umted 
Btktea,  In  the  formation  of  tbeir  GoTenunenta,  did 
not  alienate  theii  sovereignty. 

Bttoltud,  That  the  dghtB  of  joriidietion  and  soil 

are  the  essential  attributes  of  lOTereignty. 

Bttoivtd,  That  the  power  to  eiecuie  a  system  of 
internal  improTements,  within  tbo  States,  iniolTea 
the  right  of  jnriidicliOQ  and  soil. 

Raolvtd,  That  tha  power  to  malie  Soada  and  Ca- 
nals wltliin  the  jarisdictional  limits  of  the  States, 
and  to  mabe  laws  for  their  preservation  aad  pro 
I,  uid  to  erect  toll  gates,  and  to  enforce  the 


oomplete  system  of  internal  improvements. 

Buoivtd,  That  Congress  does  not,  under  the  eon- 
nitaUoD,  poMesa  tliis  power. 

The  reeolntions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.* 

Ihauhaei:  on  S^fined  Sugar. 

The  bill  Increaong  the  amotrnt  of  drawha^ 
on  sngara  refined  within  the  United  States, 
come  np. 

Ut.  Oiuizs  remarked,  that,  as  he  was  not 
very  oonyerBant  with  commercial  sabjecta  he 
shonld  not  have  engaged  in  the  discostdon  of 
this  bill,  bnt  that  the  orinn  of  the  allowance 
of  a  drawback  npon  refined  sugar  had  not  been 
stated,  nor  the  operation  of  the  preeent  allow- 
ance fairly  represented  to  the  House.  We  have 
l>een  told  that  the  allowance  of  drawbaclr  upon 
sugar  refined  within  the  United  States  had  been 
coeval  with  the  oonstitution.  We  were  net, 
however,  informed  of  any  difibrence  in  the  pol- 
icy which  produced  the  firH  law  npon  this  sab- 
ject,  and  that  which  is  the  evident  object,  for 
the  passage  of  the  present  bill.  The  first  law 
allowing  a  drawback  on  refined  sugar  was  passed 
in  1794,  and  was  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties 
upon  snuff  and  refibed  sugar."  The  duties  to 
be  collected  by  virtne  of  this  act  were  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
In  order  to  secnre  to  the  Government  the  high- 
est possible  revenue  from  this  excise  npon  re- 
fined sogar,  a  heavy  doty  was  laid  npon  im- 
ported refined  sugar.  The  entire  supply  of  that 
article,  for  domcEtic  consumption,  was  thereby 
given  to  the  sugar  refiners.  For  the  pnrpose 
of  enabling  them  to  ftimish  that  supply,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  avoid  the  conseqnencca  of  a 
great  surplus  m  the  market^  by  which  the  re- 
finers would  be  less  able  to  pay  the  excise,  a 
drawback  was  allowed  them,  equal  to  the  ex- 
cise and  the  duty  upon  the  raw  sngar  imported, 
upon  all  refined  sugar  exported.  They  were 
oflowed  the  benefits  of  the  foreign  market,  that 
they  might  be  Uie  better  enabled  to  pay  a  tax 
imposed  by  the  Government  npon  uie  homo 
consnmption.  Mr.  G.  observed,  that,  from  our 
proximity  to  the  West  Indie^  and  the  cironm- 
Btances  uiat  the  most  essential  supplies  of  tbe 
sugar  isluids  were  drawn  from  Uie  United 
State^  a  large  qnantdty  of  sugar  was  brought 
into  the  United  States  for  exportatjon ;  so  that 
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the  sngar  refiners  irere  enabled,  verr  soon,  not 
oolf  to  Biippl7  the  home  market^  but  to  trans- 
port a  considerable  quantity  for  the  foreign 
market.  The  mternal  dutj  upon  refined  sngar 
ceued  after  the  80th  of  Jannarj,  1802.  In 
1813,  an  internal  dnty  of  fonr  cents,  was  again 
laid  apon  sugar  refined  within  the  Vsit«d 
States ;  and  for  the  same  reason  as  before,  a 
drawback  was  allowed  npon  e^ortation.  Bj 
Uie  set  of  1818,  the  dnties  npon  refined  sngar 
were  continued,  and  the  drawback  increased. 
By  the  act  of  181T,  the  dnties  npon  refined 
sugar  were  repealed.  By  the  act  of  1818,  the 
drawback  allowed  by  the  act  of  1816,  of  fonr 
cents  a  pound,  upon  refined  sugar  exported, 
was  again  re-enacted.  Ur.  G.  observ^  that 
the  act  of  1818  was  the  first  wbfch  allowed  a 
drawback  npon  refined  sugar,  unconnected  with 
an  internal  duty. 

Ur.  G.  said  he  bad  been  thus  particular,  in 
order  to  show  more  clearly  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Oakbbelxno)  was  mis- 
taken, in  supponng  that  the  policy  now  con- 
tended for  had  been  adopted  dnring  the  first 
Administration  of  the  Government.  He  said 
he  wonld  now  attempt  to  show  that  the  gentle- 
man from  PennsylTania  (Mr.  Sbboeakt)  was 
mistaken,  in  supposing  that  the  export  of  re- 
fined sugar  had  decresMd  in  consequence  of  the 
drawback  being  no  more  than  f^ur  cents. 

The  export  of  refined  sugar  entitled  to  draw- 
back was. 
Id  18!S, 
"  181 B,    • 


1825, 


$SS,99S 

-     i1,1S» 

■  1(16,527 
111,065 


60,017 


"  1828, 

"  1827,  .....  SS8,1« 
From  which  statement  it  appeared,  (said  Ur. 
6.,)  that  so  far  from  the  export  having  lessened 
by  tlie  operation  of  the  present  law,  more  re- 
fined sugar  was  exported  during  the  last  year 
than  any  other  year  since  the  passage  of  the 
law  in  1818.    Mr.  G,  observed,  that  he  snp. 

fiosed  the  object  of  the  drawback  at  present  al- 
owed,  was,  to  enable  the  refiners  so  to  extend 
their  business,  as  always  to  have  an  ample  sup- 
ply for  the  home  market,  and  in  case  of  the  oo- 
oumulation  of  any  great  Eurplns,  to  enable  them 
to  export  without  loss.  This  object  was  fUly 
attained  by  the  present  dnty.  But,  said  Mr. 
G.,  that  object  was  a  very  difierent  one  from 
what  the  advocates  of  this  bill  wish  to  efiect 
by  its  passage.  They  desire  so  to  model  our 
.revenue  laws  as  to  direct  thereby  the  applica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  our  capital  and  labor  to  the 
manufacture  of  an  article  for  exportation  out  of 
materials  of  foreign  growth.  Hitherto,  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  enoourogeroent  of  domestic 
manufactures,  by  means  of  onr  revenue  system, 
have  confined  their  views  to  the  supply  of  the 
home,  market  of  such  manufiictnres  as  were 


ownconntry.'  The  present  bill  goes  fiuther. 
It  desigus  the  creation  of  a  manufacture  of  for- 
eign  materials,  and  for  the  foreign  markets. 
He  said,  that,  whenever  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  enables  them  to 
manufacture  for  the  for^gn  market,  without 
the  aid  of  the  Government,  they  will  have  tho 
right  to  do  so;  and  the  Govermnent  cannot 
OOnHtJtntionally  restrain  them.  But  the  Gov- 
ernment (Mr.  O.  Bud)  had  no  right  to  create  a 
mannfaotnre  by  bounties,  nor  was  it  politic  to 
do  so,  if  it  had.  The  Government,  he  said,  had 
the  power  to  lay  imposts,  and  to  regulate  cmn- 
meroe  with  foreign  nations.  There  was  no 
other  power  granted  to  it  by  the  couBtitutitm, 
by  which  the  bill  could  be  pasaed.  The  crea- 
tion of  a  manufacture  within  the  United  States 
cannot  be  considered  a  regulation  with  any 
foreign  nation.  And  it  wonld  be  equally  ab- 
surd (Mr.  G.  said)  to  call  a  bounty  of  five  cents 
a  pound  upon  refined  sugar  exported,  an  impost 
or  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  But  (Ur. 
G.  said)  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  at  large  into 
the  discussion  of  this  part  of  the  subject.  He 
wished  it  not  to  be  agitated  during  the  present 


lar  bill,  but  from  the  principle  it  would  T^oog- 
nize,  and  the  practice  that  would  follow,  in  re- 
latioQ  to  other  subjects. 
Mr.  0.  admitted  that  this  bill  would  not  affect 


,e  wealth  to  the  country.  Be  admitted  that 
B  five  cents  bounty  to  be  paid,  must  how- 
~:r  be  previously  secured  by  the  Government, 


from  this  admission,  that  he  ought  not 
to  apply  the  t«rm  "  bounty  "  to  the  five  oenta 
to  be  paid  upon  exportation  rather  than  draw- 
back. He  justified  himself  &om  the  circom- 
stance  of  this  five  centa  being  paid  in  a  manner 
that  wonld  not  authorize  the  payment  of  a 
drawback  npou  any  other  article ;  and  he  call- 
ed upon  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ur. 
CuiBRiLCKo)  to  say  whether  this  was  not  so. 
The  sugar  which  the  refiners  nse  is  not  import- 
ed nor  entered  for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 
They  refine,  indiscriminately,  from  the  mass  of 
sugar  imported  for  the  home  market,  and  da 
not  send  it  abroad  until  some  favorable  foreign 
market  is  ofiered.  Mr.  G.  stud  there  was  one 
circumstance  with  which  he  had  been  particu- 
larly struck  ;  and  that  was,  that  nil  the  zealooa 
advocates  of  this  bill  were  gentlemen  who  tap- 


(Mr.  ( 
from] 


GoBSAii,  from  Boston,  .        .  ._  _, 

New  York,  Mr,  Skhokakt,  from  Philodel- 

Eha,  Mr.  Barnet,  from  Baltimore,  and  Mr. 
's^YTOS,  from  Charleston.)  These  gentiemeo, 
no  doubt,  represented  the  interests  of  their  oon- 
stituenta;  but  (Mr.  O.  said)  it  would  be  well 
worthy  of  oonuderation,  whether  that  interest 
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VBS  not,  in  this  insUnce,  peooliar,  and  such  as 
tud  little  oooneotioa  vitn  tha  interest  of  the 
nation.  The  monofaotDre  of  refined  nigar  for 
exportation,  and  almost  entirely  that  for  home 
consumption,  must  necessarilj  be  confined  to 
the  large  importing  cities  npoii  the  seaboard, 
'became  sngar  is  too  heaxy  an  article  to  be  car- 
ried into  the  ooontrj,  refined,  and  then  retom- 
ed  for  exportation.  Mr.  G,,  therefore,  felt  him- 
self  snthoriEod  to  saj,  that  the  great  ohjeot  ol 
this  bill  vaa,  to  rave  employment  to  an  in- 
ereaaed  capital  and  labor,  in  the  cities  on  the 
Atlantio.  Mr.  O.  said  that  he  had  admitted 
that  the  consequences  of  the  passage  of  this  bill 
wonld  be  an  increase  of  wealth.  Bat,  said  he, 
wealth  is  not  the  sole  source  of  the  strength  of  a 
QoTemment,  or  the  happiness  of  a  people.  He 
doabted^  himselt  whetber  any  manofaotare, 
within  the  United  States,  solely  for  foreign  ex- 
pmtation,  and  created  by  the  forced  action  of 
the  laws,  would  be  benefioial  to  the  conntry. 
He  bdieved  that  such  an  interest  wonld  always 
teqnire  as  great  an  expense  to  defend  it  as  it 
was  worth. 

Mr.  BiLAs  Wood,  of  New  Torfc,  obaerred,  in 
reply,  tlut  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia  was 
ootainly  mistaken  in  snpposing  that  drawback 
in  Telation  to  the  present  article  was  inlendad 
fiir  rerenne,  by  way  of  excise.  At  the  time  the 
law  was  ori^^nally  passed,  there  was  on  excise 
da^,  as  wdl  as  an  impost^  and  if  the  ol^ect 
had  been  to  nuee  a  rerenne  from  refined  stigar, 
by  way  of  excise,  when  the  impost  was  remit- 
ted by  granting  a  drawback,  the  excise  doty 
wonld,  of  coarse,  have  been  oontinaed ;  bnt  the 
bet  was  the  reverse.  '  The  excise  dnty  was  re- 
mitted as  well  as  the  impost.  The  object  of 
the  law  was  entirely  difierent :  it  was  intended 
to  foster  and  increase  the  oonunerce  and  navi- 
gaUon  of  the  aoantry. 

The  article  of  sngars  forms  an  essential 
article  in  flnr  commerce.  Onr  exports  to  the 
"West  Indies,  by  which  we  ptud  for  them, 
amonnted  to  npnarda  of  14,000,000,  and  three- 
fourths  of  these  exports  consisted  of  the  products 
of  a^cnltore ;  there  was  not  on  article  in  all 
our  list  of  imports  which  tended  more  directly 
to  encourage  the  agricoltare  of  the  coontry.  It 
famished  a  market  for  three  millions  of  dollars' 
worth  of  our  own  prodacts,  and  a  vast  propor- 
tim  of  that  amoont  consisted  of  balky  articles, 
snoh  as  lomber,  live  stock,  and  fish,  the  trans- 
portation of  which  gave  employment  to  mnch 
loniiage,  so  that  tlus  branch  of  trade  gave  en- 
conr^ement  at  once  to  the  agrionlture,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  of  the  coontry.  From 
the  b^inoing  of  the  Qovemment  the  policy  of 
the  drawback  system  had  been  to  make  the 
drawback  equal  to  the  daty;  bat  experience 
had  proved  that  sach  was  not  now  in  foct  the 
case.  The  dnty  was  three  cents  per  poond 
npon  the  raw  sngar,  and  inolnding  what  was 
lost  in  the  process  of  refining,  every  poond  of 
clarified  su^  required  two  poonda  of  the  raw 
material.  The  loss  in  refining  was  fomid  to 
amount  to  something  less  than  a  cent ;  to  in- 


demnify the  refiner,  therefore,  the  drawback 
ought  to  be  Bometlung  more  than  five  oenta. 
The  bill,  however,  fixed  it  at  five ;  and  in  so 
doing,  it  bnt  continued  the  policy  heretofore 
invariably  pursned  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government.  For  want  of  this  equality,  the 
business  was  fooud  to  lan^ish,  and  the  true 
reason  why  it  had  not  flourished  and  increased 
of  late  years,  as  it  had  done  formerly,  was,  that 
the  Government  was  drawing  from  the  pocket 
of  the  refiner  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
industry — it  was  sharing  witit  him  the  profits  ' 
of  his  bnaineas.  In  all  other  commercial  coun- 
tries, the  drawback  fully  equalled  the  dnt^ 
paid;  the  consequence  of  which  waa,  that 
sugar  refiners  were  able  to  undersell,  and  ao- 
tnally  do  nndersell,  those  of  the  United  States, 
and  thereby  monopolize  the  foreign  market. 
In  Great  Britain  this  branch  of  manufacture 
was  hnshanded  with  assiduous  care,  as  furnish- 
ing a  valuable  branch  of  commerce ;  Ita 
amount,  there,  fluctoated  from  20,000,000  to 
28,000,000  of  doUank  averaging  24,000,000  an- 
nually; and  while  they  import  24,000,000  of 
doUara'  worth  of  the  article  in  a  raw  state,  they 
export  in  the  same  state  only  seven  miUiona, 
while  of  refined  sugar  they  export  the  same 
amount  of  seven  millions,  the  balance  going  to 
home  conanmption.  Now  the  British  mano- 
factarer  is  less  favorably  3ituat«d  than  the 
American,  for  he  is  at  a  greater  distance  from 
the  sugar  market ;  and  yet,  there,  they  eimort 
by  millions,  while  we  only. by  thousands.  Why 
cannot  we  manufacture  as  much  of  the  article 
as  the  English  1  The  true  reason  is,  that  the 
English  manufacturer  has  his  whole  duty  re- 
mitted, while  the  American  only  has  a  part ; 
the  one  enjoys  his  whole  profit — the  other 
shares  his  profit  with  the  Government.  I^ 
then,  the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be,  to  enoourage 
a  branch  of  bu^ess  favorable  at  once  to  man- 
of^tures,  to  commerce,  and  to  agriculture,  why 
wonld  gentlemen  refuse  a  bill  bo  evidently  ad- 
vantageous to  the  country!  As  things  stood, 
while  Great  Britiun  exported  seven  mtlUonii, 
we  exported  but  twenty-seven  thousand.  The 
business,  therefore,  was  in  a  languishing  state ; 
nor  could  any  one  wonder  at  this,  when  he  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  were  retaining  in 
thdr  own  hands,  nearly  one-third  of  the  duty. 
The  manufacturers  had  invested  a  large  oapitAl 
in  buildings.  Their  business  was  beneficial  to 
the  country,  and  injured  nobody.  Their  re- 
quest was  reasonable,  and  tp  comply  with  it 
would,  in  his  apprehension,  be  both  politic  and 

Mr.  WiEics  BBii  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  would  briefly  assign  the  reasons  which  in- 
daced  him  to  support  it.  He  considered  the 
carrying  trade  as  important  to  agriculture,  and 
held  it  to  be  a  duty  of  Congress  to  encourage  it 
— not,  indeed,  by  granting  it  a  premium ;  but  he 
did  not  con^der  uie  drawbadc  allowed  to  sugar 
refiners  as  a  premium  at  all.  He  entirely  con- 
curred in  the  very  able  view  of  the  subject 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 
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from  Maine,  (Mr.  Bpsaoitr.)  It  wae  merelj  a 
pftf  ing  back  to  the  importer  what  he  had  ptud 
u  the  shape  of  dnty.  It  could  moke  no  difibr- 
ence  to  the  Treaaorj  whether  the  Oovemment 
paid  this  back  to  the  importer  himself  or  to  a 
third  party.  The  importer,  when  he  sold  to 
that  tnird  party,  womd,  of  oonrse,  include  in 
its  price,  the  duty  he  had  ptid ;  and  when  the 
article  left  the  ooontry,  the  duty  onght  to  be 
remitted  to  whoever  happened  to  be  the  holder. 
He  coold  see  no  reason  why  ench  a  mannfao- 
tnre  ought  to  be  encooraged;  wonld  to  God 
that  all  the.  partiality  lately  exhibited  by  the 
Government  in  the  enoonragement  of  maun&c- 
tores  oonld  be  jnstlfled  on  ground  aa  solid  aa 
this. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  he  had  been  anxioas  yester- 
day to  obtain  the  floor,  merely  to  call  the  at^ 
tention  of  the  House  to  the  facts  of  this  case, 
as  they  were  exhibited  in  the  doenments  in 
possession  of  the  Uonse.  Bo  far  as  he  knew,  it 
was  not  proposed  by  any  gentleman  to  repeal 
the  eiisting  drawback ;  the  propiiety  of  the 
principle  seemed  to  be  genemuly  admitted. 
The  only  qnestion  before  3ie  HOQse  respected 
the  rate  at  which  it  ought  to  b«  fixed.  Now,  if 
gentlemen  wonld  tnm  to  the  history  of  this 
mannfacture,  tiiey  would  find  that  its  resnlu 
presented  a  singnlor  anomaly  in  the  progress  of 
American  commerce  and  enterprise.  It  was  a 
branch  of  manufkotnreB,  whicn,  at  an  early 
date,  had  obtained  complete  possession  of  the 
American  market;  and  tbongh  It  had  existed 
for  twenty  years  since  that  time,  it  had  scarcely 
advanced  a  step  beyond  the  gronnd  it  then 
possessed.  It  retuned  the  domestic  market 
atiU,  bnt  it  conld  not  compete  with  the  foreign 
article  in  any  other  oonntry  in  the  world.  In 
this  respect,  it  was  nnlike  every  other  monnRtc- 
tore  which  had  grown  np  in  oar  conntry.  In 
the  year  1816,  we  had  first  oommenced  the 
manufactnre  of  cotton,  and  at  that  time  the 
House  was  rery  gravely  warned  that  the  yonng- 
est  member  then  on  Qie  floor  wonld  never  see 
the  time  when  the  cotton  manufactnre  wonld 
reach  the  point  of  supplying  onr  own  demand. 
Yet,  it  was  only  fonr  or  five  years  before  the 
American  market  was  folly  supplied,  and  we 
began  to  export  to  a  lar^  amonnt.  The  dian- 
nelB  of  cemmerce  required  the  article,  and  it 
went  into  competition  with  the  foreign  all  over 
the  world,  llie  same  thing  was  tme  of  the 
mannfbctnre  of  hats  and  of  boots,  more  es- 

Kcially  since  the  markets  of  Sonth  America 
ve  been  open  to  ns.  As  to  the  article  of  re- 
'  fined  Bogar,  if  gentlemen  would  consnlt  the 
TreaHnnr  Tetnrns,  from  1821  to  1826,  they 
would  find  that  what  we  imported  amoonted 
to  almost  nothing.  [Here  Mr.  T.  quoted  the 
amonnt  of  dotiea  m  each  of  those  years.] 

The  American  market  was  fiilly  supplied  by 
oar  own  mannfactoreB,  while  at  the  same  time 
we  re-exported  so  great  a  quantity  of  crude 
engar,  that  the  drawback  on  it  amonnted  to  a  very 
large  sum.  [Here  he  agfun  quoted  the  tables.] 
This  shows  that  there  was  taon  raw  engar 


a  tMuiBDmod, 
>rtioD  would 


bronght  into  the  country  than  « 

and  of  this,  doabtleea,  a  lane  proportioi. 

have  been  refined  had  that  hranoh  of  manofao- 
ture  been  duly  encouraged.  Why  was  it  that 
this  article  atone  should  remain  stationary,  or 
nearly  so,  while  all  others  were  rapidly  ad' 
vancing  t  Was  it  owing  to  any  want  of  cai»- 
talT  Thboonld  not  be  the  reason:  f^ithad 
jnst  been  stated  that  the  sugar  ftctuta  were 
seated  in  the  veiyheartof  all  the  o^titalin  the 
country.  We  poastaaed  all  miniMr  of  &oil^ 
for  such  amannfbotnre,and,fW»nonriiWfeloaBl 
mtualjon,  were  better  fitted  fbr  carrying  it  oo 
than  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  The  aiti- 
dea  which  we  exported  to  the  sugar  marketa 
were  snch  as  fomA  a  market  nowhere  el»& 
What  reason  then  coold  be '  assigned  why  nofa 
a  mannJBOture  ehonld  languish?  The  reascm 
already  stated,  was  undoubtedly  the  tme  mei 
The  Govermoent  put  into  its  oo&ra  a  port  erf 
the  profit  which  on^t  to  go  into  the  pocket  of 
the  mannfaotnrer.  Very  exact  ealonl^ons  bad 
been  made,  and  they  went  to  show  that  the 
drawback  should  he  nearer  mx  centa  thwi  five. 
He  wonld  consent  to  fix  it  at  nx  cents,  bnt  aa 
the  Committee  of  OtHnmeroe  had  ihoo^t  fit  to 
report  it  at  five,  he  shonld  not  inilBt,  but  h<q)ed 
that  that  amonnt  wonld  meet  with  general  ap- 
probation. As  to  the  present  exports  of  re- 
fined sngar,  they  were  TCry  inooniiderable. 
[Here  Mr.  T.  referred  to  the  returns.]  This 
was  a  mwe  drop  in  the  bntiet ;  it  was  as  noth- 
ing in  comparison  to  the  amonnt  of  inmde  sugar 
re-exported. 
Mr.  MoDnmx  offered  the  following  amend- 

"  5eo.  3.  And  be  UfvrtktT  matted.  That  no  pnaon 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  drawback  alloved  by  this  or 
any  former  sot  of  OoDgress,  unlev  the  reflner  ti 
the  Hnnr  shall  make  eatb  that  the  refined  angar. 
nhiah  a  proposed  to  be  exported  vaa  not  mano- 
Ikctuied  from  Sugar  made  in  the  United  Statca." 

Mr.  MoDcFFiE  said  that,  in  ofibring  the 
amendment  he  had  submitted,  he  was  governed 
by  an  apprehension  which  he  had  already  ex- 
pressed, uiat  this  law  will,  at  some  future  time, 
not  distant,  t>ecome  the  means  of  enabling  the 
refiner  of  sugar  to  obtain  a  Irannty  npon  the 
exportation  of  his  mannftctnre,  under  the  pre- 
text of  obtaining  merely  a  drawback  of  the 
dnty  pud  npon  imported  brown  sugar.  As  the 
lawnow  stands,  the  exporter  of  the  refined  ennr 
is  reqmred  only  to  swear  that  he  believea  uie 
sugar  exported  was  made  from  a  raw  material 
which  had  been  imported,  and  on  whioh  Uie 
dnty  had  been  p^d.  Now  it  is  extremely  ap- 
parent tbat  the  exporter  of  refined  sugar  may 
very  consoienOousiy  swear  that  he  believes  it 
was  made  from  brown  sugar  that  had  been  im- 
ported, upon  no  better  grounds  than  the  state- 
ment of  the  refiner — the  very  person  most  in- 
terested to  deceive  him.  It  will  not  certwoly 
be  imposing  any  inconvenient  trouble  npon  the 
en)orter  to  require  him  to  state  pfwitivelj, 
what  he  haa  the  means  of  knowing  with  po^ 
live  certiunty,  that  the  maanfhctored  artidd  is 
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not  made  from  brown  sngsr  of  domeatio  growth. 
I  am  incliiied  to  believ«,  that,  in  flre  jears,  the 
domurdo  prodaotion  of  brown  nigar  in  the 
United  Btates  will  be  equal  to  the  whole  ooii- 
•mnption  of  the  cwnntr?.  It  will,  then,  be  ez- 
oeedin^y  oonveaient  for  tht  refiners  of  sngv  to 
raoeive  fire  oeats  a  pmmd  npon  its  exportation, 
where  there  will  not  be  the  sUghteBt  ground  for 
oooridning  it  a  drawback.  And  it  i«  to  pro- 
nde  agcinrt  this  ^proaohing  Btat«  of  things, 
(■aid  Mr.  MoD.,)  that  I  am  anzioos  to  tluow 
ererj  gaari  which  prndenoe  ean  sn^^  around 
this  new  iTstem  of  drawbacks. 

Mr.  OAHBBXLKMe  said  he  oertainlj  ahonld 
not  oppose  the  gentlenuui'B  amendcient;  it 
wae  merely  re-enacting,  substantially,  the  act 
of  ISIS.  He  would,  however,  engnet  the  pro- 
|«ietj  of  Mme  modification.  The  exporter 
oD^t  not  to  be  called  npon  to  swear  to  that 
wMeh  he  knew  nothing  abonL  The  refiner 
was  tlie  only  person  who  could  take  saoh  an 
<Mth.  He  conMdered  all  these  provisions  as  in- 
«^>eratiTe.  The  dtonestio  raw  tnateriai  ooold 
not  be  naed  in  refining  for  many  years  to  come. 
He  had  great  respect  for  the  Jadgment  of  the 
gentleman  &OTn  8onth  Oarolina,  &nd  although 
ne  knew  tiiat  the  revolntions  in  agrioultora]  in- 
dustry were  qniot,  still  he  oonld  not  believe, 
wittt  him,  that  the  Looinana  planters  wonld, 
in  five  years,  snpply  the  whole  consamptiOD  of 
tiie  oonntry.  He  sbonld  recollect  that  it  is 
mora  than  twenty  years  since  we  oommenoed 
the  onltivation  of  sngar,  and  that  onr  popula- 
tion is  rapidly  increasing.  He  should  be  tnis- 
t«kcn,  if  the  planters  did  not,  for  twenty  years, 
find  it  more  profitable  to  continue  in  IJie  bnai- 
ness  they  were  now  engaged  in,  than  to  under- 
take to  mano&dnre  for  the  refiner.  BLsoov- 
erie«  in  refining  may  produce  an  earlier  change, 
but  extended  cnltivation  will  not. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  ita  third  reading,  by 
yeas  117,  naya  ?1. 


yfrnxtaDAT,  Dacxmbet  IT. 

Draulaek  on  S^Md  Sugar. 

Tbe  engrosted  bill  "  allowing  an  additional 

dravbaok  on  sngar  refined  in  tlie  United  Statee 

and  exported  tSerefrom  "  came  npon  its  pas- 

iCr.  6iiBi.Br,  of  Loninana,  stud :  Unch  as  had 
been  said  by  some  gentlemen  as  to  the  injnrions 
eSect  of  the  bill  npon  the  sugar  grower,  he,  so 
far  as  be  represented  the  sugar-growing  inter- 
eat,  ahoold  entertain  no  fears  as  to  tbe  effect  of 
the  bill,  for  some  years  to  come.  That  interest 
wonld  not,  at  present,  be  affected  by  the  bilL 
niher  one  way  or  the  other.  It  certainly  coold 
have  no  direct  influence  on  the  growth  of  do- 
mestic sogar,  and  its  only  infinence  would  be  of 
an  indirect  kind,  operating  in  a  way  which  he 
would  shortly  explain.  In  the  meanwhile,  ho 
coold  not  bat  express  his  amazement  that  a  bill 
Hke  this  should  receive  the  approbation  an4 
nippcHt  of  the  Mends  <f  what  was  denominated 


"  the  American  System."  Hera  is  an  instance 
in  which  tbe  nation  has  within  itself  the  raw 
material.  What  is  the  policy  advocated  by  the 
friends  of  that  systein,  oonstitntinE,  as  appear- 
ed, the  m^ority  of  this  Honsel  They  hadnni- 
formly  m^toined  that,  in  such  a  ca9&  ttie  true 
policy  of  the  country  was  to  foster  the  mana- 
Eactnre  of  the  domestic  article,  by  keeping  out 
foreign  competition;  and  yet  here  they  advo- 
cated a  bill  which  went  on  a  policy  directly  the 
reverse.  He  had  Bwd  that  this  measure  would 
indirectiy  afieot  tbe  sugar-growing  intere^  and 
it  wonld  do  so  by  retarding  the  period  when 
the  domestic  artide  could  be  produced  and  fur- 
nished of  a  quality  fit,  in  all  respects,  to  sup- 
plant tbe  foreign  article,  and  to  supply  the 
whole  demand,  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
table  consmnption,  but  also  for  the  use  of  the 
refiner :  for  tLere  was  no  foundation  whatever 
in  tbe  assertion,  whicb  bad  been  so  confidentiy 
advanced,  that  the  American  sogar  was,  in  its 
own  nature,  improper  for  tbe  process  of  re- 
fining. It  was  true  that  the  domestic  article  is 
not  at  present  employed  for  that  purpose ;  bnt 
why  i  Tbe  foreign  article  yielded  tne  refiner 
a  drawback  of  Uiree  cents  a  pound,  and,  of 
course,  BO  long  as  this  was  the  case,  tbe  foreign 
article  would  be  preferred.  This  alone  was 
sufficient  to  account  for  tbe  fact. 
•  Mr.  J.  B.  Stzvenboh  said,  the  passage  of  this 
bill  is  insisted  on  upon  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
isting law,  giving  a  bounty  of  but  four  cents, 
does  iqjnstice  to  tbe  refiner  of  imported  sugar; 
and  its  advocates  claim  the  simi  of  five  cents 
}>er  pound  from  the  Treasury,  on  tbe  exportar 
lion  of  a  pound  of  refined  sogar,  alleging  that  a 
sum  equal  to  this  hod  been  pud  as  duty  on  tbe 
im|>orted  brown  sugar  used  in  the  manufacture. 
This  allegation  is  in  the  face  of  the  foots,  as  the 
refiners  of  Hugar  admit  that  one  thousand 
pounds  of  good  brown  sugar  will  yield  510 
pounds  of  refined  sugar,  and  leave  S30  pounds 
of  unrefined  (equal  in  value  to  the  brown  used) 
and  80  gallons  of  molasses.  Now  the  1,000 
pounds  of  brown  sugar  pays  a  duty  of  $30 ; 
deduct  (6  90  from  this  on  the  sugar  remainin;^ 
but  unrefined,  and  10  cents  a  ^lon,  the  iatj 
on  molasses,  equal  to  $8,  and  allow  a  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  CIO  pounds  of  refined 
sugar,  at  the  rate  of  6  cents,  equal  to  (25  60, 
and  the  whole  amounts  to  |8S  40,  or  an  excess 
over  the  duty  paid  of  {S  40,  This,  all  must 
admit,  is  an  actual  charge  on  the  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States  fur  the  benefit  of  tbe  sugar  re- 
finer. He  is,  in  fact,  enabled  to  sell  refined 
sugar  in  tbe  foreign  market  at  four  or  five  cents 
a  pound  less  than  he  can  sell  it  to  onr  own  cit- 
izens. Surely  it  is  a  strange  perversion  of  leg- 
islation  to  tax  onr  own  citizens,  and  expend 
tliat  tax  in  a  boimty,  to  enable  foreigners  to  nse 
refined  sngar  at  a  lower  price  than  our  own 
citizens,  who  pay  this  tax.  The  principle  of 
the  bill  is  also  otijectionable  in  this :  that,  by 
pving  a  bounty  to  the  refiner  of  foreign  sugar, 
and  refilung  it  to  those  who  manufacture  that 
of  your  own  country,  yon  make  it  largely  the 
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interest  of  the  refiner  to  pnTchua  foreign  and 
refuse  domestio  BDgftra :  and  he  who  doee  bo, 
can  drive  the  refiner  of  domealJQ  BQg&r  from  the 
foreign  market  hj  yonr  hoontj  for  refining 
foreign  materUlB. 

Mr.  Bbbnt,  of  Lonidana,  eaid,  tliat  he  hi 
the  Honae  woold  eioiue  him  for  trespae 


himBelf  into  debate,  and  nothing  but  the  pe- 
cnliar  atdtnde  in  which  he  stood,  as  a  repre- 
aentative  of  the  angar-growinff  interest  of  Lonis- 
iana,  conld  now  have  called  nim  from  his  aeat. 
A  atrange  atate  of  thinga  had  aocarred;  and 
(said  Mr.  B.)  1  find  mjself  Toting  agunst  the  pas- 
aage  of  thia  bill  with  those  gentlemen  who 
avow  their  hoetilitj  to  ita  paasage,  becanse  the; 
fear  it  may  encooroM  the  domeatio  growth  of 
eagar  in  Louiaiana.  I  have  come  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent conolaaion,  and  am  opposed  to  it  becanse 
I  believe  t^e  bill  will  give  a  preference  to  the 
foreign  sngor  imported  into  the  United  States, 
over  the  domestio  sngar  of  onr  own  coimtry, 
and  because  it  repeals  the  law  imposing  a  dnt; 
npon  the  foreign  artiole  to  a  certam  extent,  and 
to  that  extent  comes  in  competition  with  onr 
domestic  sugar,  and  becanae,  in  its  effects,  in 
some  degree,  the  futh  of  the  nation,  nnder 
which  our  sngar  manofactories  have  grown  np, 
wiU  be  violated.  Can  gentlemen  donbt  thM 
this  bill  gives  a  preference  to  the  foreign  sngar 
over  the  domestic  I  It  is  a  well-knovm  faot, 
that  the  Lonisiana  planter  sells  his  angar  at  this 
time  for  three  oenta  of  profit  per  pound  more 
than  the  seller  in  the  United  States  of  the  for- 
eign article,  owine  to  the  Aatj  psid  by  the  lat- 
ter ;  and  ii  this  duty  be  repealed  so  &r  aa  to 
allow  the  refiner  of  foreign  angar  to  be  repaid 
the  duty  on  every  pound  of  foreign  sugar  re- 
fined and  exported,  ia  not  thia  placing  toe  for- 
eign article  not  only  npon  a  footmgwtUi  the  do- 
mestic, bat  giving  it  a  preferenoel  as  it  is  well 
ascertained  that  the  foreign  sngar  iamanufactnr- 
ed  at  less  expense,  and  can  be  sold  lower,  when 
made,  than  oura,  BnL  say  gentlemen,  Louis- 
iana onght  not  to  complain,  she  has  no  right  to 
do  so,  "  becanse  there  is  not  enough  sugar  made 
in  the  United  Stetes  for  home  consumption ; 
and  even  should  there  be,  the  sugar  of  Lonis- 
iana cannot  be  refined."  I  aak  £e  same  gen- 
tlemen who  make  thia  etatoment,  if  ench  was 
their  reasoning  when  they  urged  a  protecting 
duty  for  hemp,  iron,  wool,  &c.)  It  was  not 
pretended  by  them  that  these  articles  were 
made 'in  snfiicient  qna^ity  for  home  consump- 
tion at  that  time,  but  (heir  argument  ws^  that 
our  country  bad  the  capacity  to  supply  them. 
That  fact,  they  told  ns,  was  all  that  was  want- 
ed to  be  ascertained  J  and  having  ascertained 
it,  they  urged  the  protecting  dnty  to  encourage 
the  establiahment  of  their  manu&otories.  Is 
not  thia  the  case  with  our  sugar  eateblishments! 
Experience  shows  that  we  can  grow  the  sugar 
at  home ;  and  as  to  our  capacity  to  supply  it, 
every  year  develop*  the  rapid  increase  in  that 
ortide  manufactured  at  home,  to  an  extent  to 


tion,  but  can,  with  proper  enoouragement,  be- 
come exporters  of  the  article  to  fordgn  oonn- 
tries.  I  ask  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  facta. 
I  weU  reoollect  that,  during  the  seesion  of  l&ii, 
when  tbe  tariff  was  under  discusaon,  we  were 
then  told  th^  Lonisiana  oonld  never  anpfdy 
one-third  of  the  sngar  naceeaary  for  home  con- 
snmplion.  I  then  endeavored  to  remove  that 
erroneona  opinion ;  and  what  have  the  last  three 
years  shown  t  Why,  fkoto  have  answered  thoae 
assertions — let  them  speak.  In  1824,  there 
was  exported  from  New  Orleans,  40,000  h<^ 
heads  of  sngar ;  in  1827,  three  years  afterwarda, 
there  was  exported  71,000  hc^aheads  from  the 
same  place,  besides  the  exportation  from  Hfova 
Iberia,  on  the  Teohe,  and  what  was  used  for 
home  consumption,  supposed  to  be  about  6,000 
hogsheads  more,  making  in  all  abont  77,000 
hogaheads  of  sugar  made  in  Lonisiana,  in 
1827,  and  nearly  doubling  the  amount  made  in 
1824;  and  from  every  information  I  can  ob- 
tain, the  present  crop  of  cane  now  manufaotor- 
ing  into  sugar  in  Louisiana  will  increase  the 
manufacture  of  sugar  for  1828  to  at  leaat  W,000 
hogsheads,  within  40,000  hogaheads  of  all  the 
sugar  neoeeaary  for  home  consumption  and  f<yT- 
eign  exportation  in  the  shape  of  refined  aogar. 
If  then,  in  the  last  fonr  years,  the  manofao- 
tore  of  that  article  haa  increased  60,000  hogs- 
heads, is  it  not  fair,  is  it  not  irresistible,  tJut^ 
in  the  next  fonr  years,  we  shall  make  more 
than  we  can  use  at  home,  if  we  had  the  lAndj 
to  cultivate  t  and,  as  to  that,  1  state  that  there 
are  in  Louisiana  alone,  within  what  is  called  the 
sugar  r^on,  800,000  ocrea  of  land,  adapted  to 
the  cnltnre — a  quantity  of  land  enongh  to  supply 
for  agea  to  come  all  the  sngar  that  will  be 
wanted  for  any  porpose  in  the  United  States. 
This  is  no  visionary  scheme.  You  are  sot 
called  upon  to  believe  these  things  from  etate- 
menta  made  by  interested  persons.  The  doon- 
mente  npon  your  tebles,  your  official  treasory 
reports,  ahov  what  I  say  to  be  tme.  Have  we 
not  then  capacity  to  make  the  sugar  i  Certain- 
ly we  have,  and  if  so,  I  invoke  the  advocates  of 
the  duties  upon  foreign  hemp,  wool,  iron,  mo- 
lasses, dec,  to  oppose  this  bill,  and  thereby  to 
be  oonmstent  m  their  principles.  Bot  some 
gentlemen  have  said,  and  particularly  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oambbslxho,) 
that  the  sugar  of  Louiaiana  will  not  answer  to 
be  refined.  I  would  ask,  why  1  la  not  onr 
sngar  as  good  as  the  foreign,  and  ia  it  not  pre- 
ferred for  domestio  purposes  t  If  the  refiner 
of  brown  sugar  haa  not  used  it  for  that  pnrpoae, 
it  is  not  bec«ise  we  cannot  make  it  to  answer, 
bnt,  becanse,  by  your  oUowing  a  drawback 
npon  the  foreign  article,  the  refiner  bnys  it 
cheaper  than  ours,  and  we  can  get  no  enooius 
agement  to  make  it  for  the  refiners.  Why  can- 
not the  sugar  of  Louisiana  be  made  to  anawerl 
I  ahonld  like  some  reason  to  be  given  for  it. 
The  gentleman  (Ur.  OtitagitiJwg)  can  (pve 
none.    I  say  it  can  be  made  as  fit  for  that  pur- 
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pose  ea  the  sugar  of  any  other  ooimtr;.  The 
net  is,  in  Louisiana,  the  BQg&r  is  so  far  prefer- 
itje  for  otdioary  oses,  to  Uie  Weat  Indis  and 
Other  Bugsra,  that  the  pnroliaBers  bn^r  it  up  and 
throw  it  into  market  eo  Boon  aa  it  is  made, 
irhile  the  tbrei^  sagare  remun  for  months  on 
tlidr  plantations  daring  the  sominer  haata, 
eleaiuine  and  separating  itaelf  from  the  molas- 
*M8,  Ifaving  only  a  firm  and  hard  grain.  Let 
oar  sugars  nndergo  the  same  purification,  they 
will  be  eqaalty  good.  This  mnst  sooner  or 
iMef  be  the  ease :  for  once  that  we  make  sugar 
mongh  for  home  oonsumption,  our  mannfao- 
tsran  will  beooraa  rivals  at  home  in  ita  sale, 
nd  the  market  will  not  be  so  brisk ;  and  then 
our  sugar,  like  the  angara  of  other  oonntriea, 
win  be  left  to  cleanse  and  harden  in  the  pnrge- 
riM.  If  gentlemen's  preference  to  this  bill  is 
fixuided  cm  snob  fears,  I  trost  and  hope  they 
■re  diqielled,  and  they  ore  satJeQed  that  we 
poHeas,  in  Looislana,  the  capacity  to  anpply 
■Dgu'  for  any  purpose  wanted ;  we  can  make 
mgsr  to  npply  the  refiners,  and  this  law  ena- 
bles them  to  prefer  foreign  sngar  to  ours. 
Does  it  not  injare  the  manniactnrer  of  sngar  in 
Louisiana!  If thisdrawback waanotnllowed to 
tbe  refiner  of  foreign  sagar,  he  would  be  oblig- 
ed to  nee  for  that  purpose  our  domestic  sagar. 

It  ia  equally  clear  that,  to  the  ext«nt  foreign 
ngsri»refined  in  the  United  Statee,  the  pres- 
ent bin  will  repeal  the  law  imposing  tjiree  cents 
per  pound  npon  that  article,  llie  law  im- 
poring  s  duty  npon  foreign  su^  intends  that 
no  foreign  shall  be  bronght  into  the  United 
Btttea  nnless  enbject  to  that  dnty.  The  present 
biQ  intends  that,  if  the  foreign  sngar  be  brought 
into  the  United  States,  and  refined  here  for  ei- 
portation,  it  shall  pay  no  duty  at  all — that  the 
duty  shall  be  returned — drawn  back;  so  far 
then  the  former  law  is  virtually  repealed ;  and, 
M  a  BepreeentativB  of  that  interest  the  pro- 
Iscting  law  is  intended  to  foster  and  encourage, 
I  nmst  vote  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Kr,  the  manufactories  of  sngar  in  Louisiana 
lave  grown  np  under  the  existing  laws  of  the 
eoontry  imposing  a  duty  on  the  foreign  artiola, 
*ith  a  view  to  the  revenue.  To  do  any  act  at 
this  time  to  iigure  that  interest,  woiud  be  a 
'nolatjon  of  pablie  faith.  If  there  be  an  inter- 
M  that  ought  to-be  protected  and  encouraged 
beyond  any  other,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  sugar 
planter.  It  is  (he  only  mannfaotnro  in  oar 
eonntry  that  has  shown  that  it  can  be  perfeot- 
td;  and  wttilst  the  enterprising  and  indnatiions 
(nltivatoT  of  that  article,  after  having  enconn- 
ttted  every  difGcolty,  ia  succeeding  to  an  extent 
lo  answer  the  conanmption  of  our  coontry  for 
fntj  purpose,  as  wise  legidators  we  onght  to 
do  no  act  which  might,  in  tbe  remotMt  de- 
pce,  nnpair  that  Interest. 

Do  eentlemen  reflect  upon  the  principle  em- 
braoed  in  this  bill  ?  If  you  allow  a  drawback 
of  the  duty  npon  forei^  sngar,  refined  for  ex- 
portation, why  not,  with  equal  jnstice,  allow  a 
drawback  upon  foreign  wool,  hemp,  iron,  mo- 
Itsu,  ^.,  mannfactnred  in  this  country  for  ex- 


portation 1  The  principle  is  precisely  the  same. 
Bnring  the  discnsEion  npon  the  tariff,  at  tbe 
last  session,  honorable  gentlemen,  who  now  ad- 
vooate  this  hill,  defended  the  dnty  upon  foreign 
wool,  &c.,  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  ex- 
clude the  foreign  arti^es,  and  compel  the  man- 
ufacturers of  wool,  &c.,  to  nse  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle grown  in  our  own  country.  It  was  right 
to  oompel  tbe  manufacturer  to  purchase  the 
domestic  growth,  in  preference  to  the  foreign, 
if  you  compelled  the  domestic  grower  to  par- 
chase  from  the  domestic  mani^actncer.  This 
was  £air;  but,  as  relates  to  sngar,  pass  thia 
bill,  and  yon  do  not  do  it.  Let  me  appeal  to 
the  justice  of  the  growers  of  wool,  hemp,  &a., 
and  ask  them,  if  a  bill  was  now  before  Oon- 
grees,  to  allow  the  drawback  of  the  dnty  upon 
those  foreign  erticlea  to  the  manofaotorer  of 
them,  for  exportation,  if  they  would  not  oppose 
it  t  and,  if  so,  why  not  extend  to  onr  ^werB 
of  sugar  the  same  justice  and  protection}  I 
can  add  nothing,  npon  this  subject,  to  the  ju- 
dicious and  patriotic  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stevksboh.)  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  They  are  too  full  and  con- 
clusive to  reoeive  any  lights  from  me. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina  (Hr.  HoDuffib)  has  said,  that  Louis- 
iana is  more  protected  than  any  of  tbe  States 
in  the  Union,  and  that  she  requires  it  less :  for 
that  he  had  been  informed  tbe  sugar  planter 
there  cleared  (800  to  every  laborer  on  his  plan- 
tation, and  that  labor  there  coat  only  twenty 
cents  per  day. 

[Here  Mr.  UoDoms  said  bis  statement  was, 
that,  in  the  cotton-growing  States,  labor  coat 


the  gentleman ;  I  thought  he  stated  it  to  be  the 
cost  in  Louisiana.  I  know  not  what  it  may  be 
in  the  other  cotton-growing  States,  but  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that,  in  Lonisiana,  it  cannot  be 
procured,  if  you  hire  stave  labor,  for  less  than 
S6i  cents  per  day,  and  if  white  labor,  for  less 
than  (1,  including  muntengnce,  &c.  With  the 
finest  climate  in  the  Union  and  the  best  of 
lands,  the  planters  of  LoviHiana  have  difficulties 
and  expense^  and  heavyonee  too,  to  incnr,  in 
cultivating  the  soil.  We  make  cotton  and 
sugar,  too,  in  abundance,  and  equal  to  any  in 
the  world,  but,  at  the  same  tJme,  we  pnrcnaae 
the  provisions  and  clothes  for  our  laborers  from 
our  Western  neighbon.  This  alone  subjects 
ns  to  a  heavy  mminulion  for  what,  is  made. 
Our  crops  of  sugar,  to  be  sure,  are  abundant, 
and  repay  the  planters  for  their  toil  and  labor, 
but  not  equal  to  what  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Hr.  HoDrmi)  haa  represented 
them.  The  gentleman  who  gave  him  the  infor- 
mation exaggerated  the  pictnre.  All  that  I 
can  say  is,  that  I  most  sincerely  wish  the  fftct 
was  as  he  repreaents.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  show  tbe  incorrectness  of  that  state- 
ment ;  it  has  been  tailf  done  and  in  a  much 
more  able  manner  than  I  could  do  it,  by  my 
friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  Gdblbt.) 


;  Google 
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llr.  Skbqbibt  said  he  b^ed  leave  to  make 
a  brief  Btatement  of  facts  ui  replj  to  the  re- 
marks which  had  fallen  from  Uie  RBntleinsii 
from  Georgia  yesterday,  (Ifr.  Gujcib,)  and  frtmi 
hi«  oolleagne  (Mr,  Stmybbboit)  to-da;.  The  for- 
mer of  those  ffentlemen  had  contended  that  the 
view  presented  b;  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  to  the 
dooline  erf'  the  sngar-refinlng  buMnees,  was  not  a 
correot  one,  and  tlie  latter  had  inmated  on  the 
same  idea,  and  hod  cairied  it  even  &rtlior  than 
the  gentleman  fivm  Georgia,  haMstiog,  fr<nn  the 
returns  ezhibit«d  b;  the  Treasnrj,  that  there 
had  been  more  done  dnring  the  year  1637  than 
for  many  years  prerions.  It  was  very  tnie 
tiiat,  if  the  year  18fl7  be  compared  with  any 
one  of  the  last  three  years  since  the  drawback 
had  been  reduced  t«  fonr  oenta,  that  the  amount 
of  fine  sDgar  exported  wonld  be  fonnd  to  have 
increased.  He  acknowledged  that,  under  the  di»- 
conragement  Brising  &om  the  diminished  draw- 
back, the  bnnness  had  nevertheless  Increased 
somewhat  within  the  last  year.  But  still  its 
amonnt  was  nothing ;  for,  with  all  the  increase, 
it  amounted  to  no  more  than  $34,000.  Bnt 
the  true  method  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
bnuneas  was  declining,  wonld  be  to  take  the 
average  of  these  last  three  yeara,  while  the 
drawback  bore  a  lees  proportion  to  the  dnty, 
and  compare  it  with  an  average  of  those  years 
in  which  the  drawback  had  been  fully  equal  to 
the  dnty.  It  would  then  appear  that  the  bnn- 
ness,  during  one  of  these  pmods,  hod  been  four 
or  Sve  fold  greater  than  the  other.  The  amonnt 
of  drawback  paid  on  refined  sngar  exported, 
from  the  year  1796  to  the  year 


8S,2G8  dollarB,  averadng,  for  each  of  those 
years,  9,478  dollars,  whereas,  an  average  of  the 
last  three  years  amounted  only  to  1,788  dol- 


maks  np  for  thia  difibrenoe,  which  would  pnt 
the  average  for  the  last  three  years  at  (8,160 
per  ammrn.  Here  then  was  the  comparative 
resnlt.  While  the  drawback  was  equu  to  the 
duty,  the  export  average  for  nine  yeara,  was 
more  than  |Q,000  a  year.  But.  when  the  draw- 
back was  made  less  tkan  the  duty,  the  average 
export  was  but  a  little  over  $2,000.  That  is, 
leas  than  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  in  the  for- 
mer period.  If  thia  showed  no  decline  in  the 
bnsineBs,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
could  be  called  a  decline. 

When  the  last  law  on  this  sn^eot  was  enact- 
ed, the  drawback  waa  fixed  at  fonr  cents  per 
poond.  The  refiners  were,  however,  dissatis- 
fied, and  contended  that,  as  sngar  paid  a  dnty 
of  three  cents  per  pound,  two  pounds  should 
entitle  them  to  six  cenfa  drawback.  The  re- 
finers of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  other 
aeaporta,  made  application  to  Congress  to  raise 
the  drawback  from  four  to  six  cents.  The  sub- 
ject was  snbmitted,  by  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, to  the  then  6eoretary  of  the  Treasnrr, 
Mr.  Crawford,  who,  after  carefdly  investigating 
the  subject,  recommended  that  five  cents  should 
be  the  amount  of  drawback.    The  ground  upon 


[DKEvmo^lltt. 

which  he  rested  his  suggestian  of  five  cents  wai, 
that,  from  all  the  intelugence  he  conld  ooQed. 
on  the  qneation  snbmitted  to  him,  he  fomd 
that  the  reftiee  molaases,  dec,  was  worth  neuly, 
if  not  quite  one  cent.  It  is,  therefore,  upw 
Mr.  Crawford's  report,  sni^Kirted  by  Um  in- 

aniriea  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  tint 
le  present  bill  is  now  before  the  House  for  iti 


Mr.  Wiij>a  Bald  that,  having  given  this  sub- 
ject some  refieotion,  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  bill  ought  not  to  paaa,  althonrii  he  did 
not  consider  its  operation  a  matter  of  bo  gieit 
importance  as  it  appeared  to  some  goitWcn. 
He  understood  that  the  greatest  amonnt  of  n- 
fined  sngar  exported  for  some  yean  past,  vis 
but  $84,000,  on  which  the  drawback  was  but 
$11,000  or  $13,000.  It  was  siud,  however, 
that  the  bnsinesB  had  greatiy  declined,  if  com- 
pared to  !U  condition  from  1796  to  1809.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  to  be  as  stated,  it  might  ssvet- 
thelesa  be  donbted  whetiier  this  decline  ▼*> 
chargeable  to  the  decreased  proportiai  d 
drawback.  Dnring  that  period,  one  of  <wr 
principal  markets  for  the  article  had  gone,  for 
the  French  Republic  cut  off  our  means  of  pay- 
ing for  the  sugar  imported.  Where  was  now 
onr  market  for  refined  sugar  t  KotinGnsl 
Britain,  for  there  it  was  completely  prohibited 
by  enormons  duties.  The  same  state  of  thiigt 
existed  in  Franoe.  Kor  had  we  the  market  <rf 
Bussia :  for  they  preferred  nsing  the  article  si 
refined  by  thraiselvee.  The  decline  in  the 
trade  was  therefore  not  the  efi'eot  of  sny  want 
of  drawback,  but  was  mainly  owing  to  Dtho' 
ciroumBtancea.  As  to  France,  she  had  saoceedtd 
in  agun  obtaining  the  raw  article  frtao  ber 
former  colony  of  8t.  Domingo,  and  npwaidaof 
twenty  milUons  of  ponnda  of  the  refined  titide 
was  annually  made  in  that  kingdom.  The  sagit 
lands  in  the  United  Btatea  were  abiuduiIlT 
sofBdent  fbr  the  supply  of  onr  own  market,  and 
it  was  a  great  error  to  anppoee  that  the  npr 
grovm  on  them  was  eeeentially  nnfit  for  the  nw 
of  the  refiner.  The  great  reason  why  sugar  of 
domestic  growth  was  not  used  for  refining,  wa) 
to  be  found,  not  in  its  quality,  bnt  in  the  hoen- 
ty  ^wed  on  the  foreign  article  imptatiA. 
This  completely  prevents  tdl  competition.  Tte 
sugar  at  present  used  for  the  process  of  R&i' 
Ing,  Is  the  Havana  clayed ;  bnt  Cnba  and  LMi^ 
iana  do  not  difi^  in  climate,  nor  can  any  good 
reason  be  aengned  why  the  plant  should  nc* 
thrive  as  well  in  the  one  as  in  the  otbtr  of 
these  countries.  The  clayed  angar  of  tbe  Ha- 
vana undergoea  a  process  which  is  not  (an- 
ployed  at  all  either  m  the  Britiah  West  In&«, 
or  in  the  United  States.  It  is  not  pnnu«d  is 
the  British  islands,  because  sugar  jwepared  in 
that  manner  is  obl«;ed  to  pay  a  very  high  ivQ 
when  carried  to  EbMana.  It  was  fomicny 
used  in  the  French  West  India  islands,  bat  ^ 
practice  has  declined.  The  sngar  is  swd  to  M 
clayed,  because  it  is  drawn  into  coolers,  ana 
then  mixed  with  clay,  the  subsiding  of  whi» 
,  partially  oUrifies  the  engar  with  whkh  it  k 
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minted,  aod  of  conrse  leaves  less  to  be  done  by 
tU  refiners  who  malce  it  into  loaf  mgar.  Hi. 
v.  itii  that  it  appeared  to  bim  that  tae  benefit 
df  drawback  on  refined  sugar  bad  been  connd- 
erably  increased  by  the  tariff  law  of  last  ses- 
BDQ.  [In  sapDort  of  this  view,  he  quoted  vari- 
(KB  HtstMiod  statements  fiW  the  report 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  last 
jat.] 

llr.  UuiABT,  of  Vermont,  said  that  he  be- 
Sered  that  the  proposed  measnre  would  be 
beneficial  in  its  results,  and  whether  It  was  eon- 
ridered  as  a  tariff  measore  or  not,  was  to  him 
I  mitterof  entire  indifference.  TViiat  were  the 
objections  which  had  been  bronght  against  it  t 
There  was  one  which  had  been  nrged  with 
peat  Tehemence  by  the  gentleman  from  LouLs- 
m*,  (Mr.  Bbeit,)  who  insisted  that  the  bill  was 

Cto  injnre  the  sngar-growing  interests. 
this  objection  well  founded?  If  he 
thoi^t  BO,  he  should  certainly  be  opposed  to 
the  bill.  Bat  it  did  seem  to  him  perfecU;  de- 
ffloostrable,  that  the  effect  of  tais  measure 
eoold  Dot  possibly  ii^nre,  bnt,  on  the  con- 
trtry,  wonla  greatly  benefit  that  interest.  Let 
gentlemea  look  at  the  stale  of  facts.  The  do- 
mtttie  and  the  foreign  sugar  meet  in  onr  mar- 
ket, and  nowhere  else.  The  doroeetio  article 
dots  not  snpply  that  market,  and  the  deficiency 
is  made  up  by  the  foreign.  If,  indeed,  there  was 
a  foreign  market  for  onr  domestic  sugar,  then 
tlie  effect  of  the  bill  might  be  ii^orioas,  Bnt 
tetiblishing  the  fact  that  onr  own  sugars  had 
no  other  bnt  the  borne  market,  and  was  not 
prodaced  in  sofficient  quantity  to  supply  even 
dmt,  it  was  manifest  we  must  look  aoroad  for 
the  supply  of  our  factories ;  and  what  evil  ef- 
fect cotud  result  from  re-eiporting  the  surplus 
which  they  did  not  consume  t  Snpposing,  for 
the  Mke  of  illastratiou,  that  onr  laws  allowed 
no  drawback  at  all,  then  the  American  mer- 
chmt,  when  he  imported  foreign  sugar,  would 
hiTe  to  be  careful  lest  he  oTerstocked  the 
American  market.  But,  cautions  as  he  might 
be,  it  must  nevertheleas  happen,  in  the  nna- 
Toidable  finctuations  of  busmess,  that  there 
voQld  eometimee  be  a  surplus  beyond  the  de- 
nund;  and  as  there  was  no  outlet  allowed  by 
drawback,  and  as  the  foreign  market  would 
not  bear  the  duty,  that  snrplns  must  be  re- 
tained in  the  conntry,  and  its  inevitable  effect 
wonH  be  to  depress  the  price  of  the  article. 
Sow  Mr.  U.  held  it  to  be  good  policy  to  guard 
■gaioet  such  fluctuations. 

Kr.  OucBBEUota  (in  reply  to  Ur,  Wiij>b) 
Mid,  that  if  that  gentleman  would  eiamine 
once  more  the  statements  he  had  read  to  the 
House,  he  would  perceive  that  the  drawback 
we  calculated  at  five  and  a  quarter  cents :  if 
this  difference  was  deducted,  he  would  find 
that  there  iraa  still  a  surplus  of  |2,S00  in  favor 
of  the  Treasury.  The  bill  proposed  a  draw- 
hick  of  only  Ave  cents.  Mr.  0.  said  that  when 
be  mtroduced  the  bill  he  bad  no  idea  it  would 
encounter  any  opposition  whatever ;  he  had 
Dot  been  able  to  conceire  any  possible  grotmdfl 
Vou  X-18 


on  which  it  conld  be  objected  to.  Aa  U>  the 
fact  Just  stated  by  the  gentleman  fWim  Louia- 
iana,  if  the  person  referred  to  bad  erected  a 
large  establishment  in  New  Orleans  for  refin- 
ing sugar,  be  would  advise  him  to  use  for  that 
purpose  the  white  sugar  of  Havana,  as  he  would 
find  bis  establishment,  in  that  case,  a  far  more 
profitable  concern. 

Hr.  Btevinsoii,  of  Pennsylvania,  explained, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  BaBOKAirr,  and  insisted  that 
what  he  had  stated  as  to  the  increase  of  tbe 
sugar-refining  business,  within  the  last  three 
years,  was  strictly  tme.  The  export  of  refined 
sugar  had  risen  in  those  years,  and  under  the 
reduced  drawback,  ftom  50,000  lbs.  to  280,000 
lbs.  It  might  be  true  that  the  amount  in 
money  appeared  greater  in  some  former  years, 
but  then  the  drawback  was  at  a  higher  rate. 

The  bill  was  passed  wittiont  a  division. 


TusBDAr,  December  38. 
Oeeupatioa  qf  the  Oregon  Stver, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floxd,  of  Viiwnia,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  Ibe  Union,  and  proceeded  to  tihe 
consideration  of  a  bill  to  authoriie  the  occnpa- 
tion  of  the  Oregon  River. 

Mr.  Flotd,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Oregon  Territory,  tlien  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  explanation  and  support  of  the  objects 
of  the  bill,  in  a  speech  which  occupied  ih^ 
committee  till  three  o'clock.  Mr,  F,  com- 
menced with  the  prindple,  that  the  best  way 
to  setQe  ,a  new  conntry  was  to  leave  it  to  the 
enterprise  of  private  indiyidnala,  merely  ex- 
tending to  them  the  arm  of  national  protection. 
After  adverting  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
population  of  the  Atlantic  States  had  advanced 
to  the  interior,  he  referred  to  a  fbrmer  report 
made  by  iif.  Baylies,  of  Massocbosetts,  wnen 
chairman  of  the  same  committee,  to  which  gen- 
tleman he  pud  a  just  compliment  on  that  sub-  ' 
Ject.  He  next  celled  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  certun  ordinances  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, extending  the  jnrisdiction  of  their 
courts  weet  of  the  bounds  of  Canada ;  therein 
iuclnding  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
over  whom  the  British  Government  bad  no  le- 
gitimate authority.  After  briefly  referring  to 
a  cldm  recenUy  set  up  by  some  British  lady, 
to  lands  lying  immediately  sonth  of  the  boun- 
dary of  the  Russian  possesions  on  the  north- 
west coast,  be  descanted  for  some  time  on  the 
value  of  such  a  port  as  was  famished  by  the 
month  of  the  Oregon  River ;  dwelt  on  the  great 
value  of  our  commercial  Interests  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  the  importance  of  immediately  tak- 
ing possession  of  a  post  so  important  to  our 
trade.  Ho  next  proceeded  to  show  the  amount 
of  that  trade  in  its  three  branches,  of  the  north- 
western, the  Bontik  Sea,  oud  the  Canton  trade. 
He  reprobated  the  policy  of  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  spede  to  Canton,  and  referred  to 
the  experience  of  England  on  that  subject    He 
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presented  a  detailed  Btatistiool  statement  of  the 
resnllfi  of  oni  commerce  in  those  seas.  He  then 
entered  on  the  general  eabjeot  of  the  for  trade, 
now  principallj  in  the  hands  of  the  British, 
and  inaistea  on  the  evidentw  vhich  goes  to 
show  the  high  valne  set  upon  it  by  Great  Brit- 
ain. He  dwelt  npon  ita  importance  to  the 
United  States,  notwithstanding  the  manj  and 

freat  dlBadvantages  under  which  it  was  r""- 
Qcted.  He  next  referred  to  the  extent  of 
vhale  flaherj,  and  the  amount  of  naval  force 
which  ita  due  protection  would  require  to  be 
conBtantJf  kept  up  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
tbesce  inferred  the  value  of  a  harhor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon,  for  the  watering  and  re- 
fitting of  our  ships  of  war.  Ur.  F.  then  pro- 
oeeded  to  remark  on  the  value  of  such  a  station 
in  case  (rf  fatore  wars  with  Great  Britain^  aa  a 
point  &om  whinh  to  annoy  her  East  India 
trade.  Aiter  describing  the  nature  of  the 
coast,  the  phy^cai  advantages  of  the  harbor, 
the  mildness  of  the  olimate,  and  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  he  expatiated  on  the  excellence  of 
such  a  spot  for  the  purposes  of  cotonizati<m, 
and  the  ease  with  which  every  interposing  dif- 
ficulty would  be  overcome  by  the  hardy  enter- 
pri^  of  the  citizens  of  the  West  All  the; 
needed  was  an  adeijnate  military  force  for  their 
protection,  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title,  and  liberty  from  their  own  Government 
to  prosecute  schemes  of  individnal  emolument ; 
and,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  adverted  to 
a  petition  now  before  Oougress,  of  a  company 
of^  persona  in  New  Orleans,  offering  te  com- 
mence a  colony  at  their  own  expense  ;  on  the 
leader  of  whidi  company,  a  former  school-fel- 
low of  his  own,  he  bestowed  the  highest  praise. 
After  referring  for  illustration  to  tte  liberality 
of  the  Government  of  Uexico,  in  offering  lib- 
eral terms  for  the  settlement  of  their  unoccu- 
pied territory,  Mr.  F.  concluded  his  speech  bj 
showing,  from  the  estimates  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment^ that  the  sum  of  fiity' thousand  dol- 
lars, with  which  he  had  proposed  to  fiU  the 
blank  in  the  appropriating  clause  of  the  pres- 
ent bill,  was  amply  safBcient  to  cover  all  the 
e;qienses  of  the  undertaking. 

Ur.  GrsLET  mode  a  short  speech  in  further 
eipIanatioD  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the 
company  who  had  memorialized  Congress  for 
permission  to  engage  in  the  settlement  of  this 
territory,  and  concluded  it  by  moving  an 
amendment  which  went  to  secure  to  them  cer- 
tun  privileges,  together  with  the  grant  of  a 
tract  of  land  forty  miles  sqnare. 

Ur.  EvBBBTT  did  not  directly  oppose  either 
the  bill  or  amendment,  but,  witli  regard  to  the 
latter,  stated  that,  in  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  he  came,  there  was  an  association 
of  three  thousand  individuals,  respectable  form- 
ers and  industrious  artisans,  who  stood  ready 
to  embark  in  this  enterprise,  as  soon  as  the 
permission  and  protection  of  the  Government 
should  be  secured  to  them ;  and  expressed  a 
doubt  whether  an  exclusive  grant  of  forty  miles 
square  to  the  Lonisiana  company  would  have 


a  just  and  proper  bearing  upon  other  settlers 
equally  enterprising  and  mentorious.  Mr.  E. 
animadverted  ou  that  clause  of  the  bill  whicb 
went  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  of  the  terri- 
tory at  S4°  18'  north,  and  reminded  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Ur.  Flots)  that,  in  a  late 
negotiation  with  the  British  Government,  we 
had  offered  to  accept  of  49°  north,  as  the  limit 
of  our  cldros,  whicn  offer  had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  BDOHABiN  was  not  unfrien^y  to  the 
bill,  but  thought  ita  language  ou^ht  to  be  stud- 
ied with  great  care,  lest  the  nation  should  in- 
advertently compromit  its  own  rights.  He  dia- 
liked  that  feature  in  the  amendment  which 
proposed  a  monopoly  to  one  company  of  forty 
miles  square ;  and,  believing  that  the  subject 
required  more  mature  consideration,  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  it  rose  aocord- 
ingly, 

Wedrksdat,  December  34. 

Oeevpatwn  ^  (he  Oregon  Bker. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  River, 

The  amendment  yesterday  offered  by  Kr. 
GcBUtT  was  modified  by  striking  out  that  part 
of  it  which  provided  that  the  Government 
should  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  a  tract  of 
land  forty  miles  square,  in  favor  of  John  If, 
Bradford  and  his  associates,  (a  company  of  ad- 
venturers proposing  to  set  out  from  New  Or- 
leans p  and  also  by  inserting  the  names  of  Paul 
and  J.  Kelly,  and  his  associate^  (a  similar 
company  from  Massaohnsetta,)  and  Albert  Town 
and  his  assodates,  (a  company  from  Ohio,)  as 
entitled  to  the  permission  granted  by  the  bill 
for  the  erection  of  a  fort  on  certain  conditions, 

Mr.  Wood  thought  the  bill,  as  modified  by  the 
amendment,  exceptionable  iu  its  form,  aa  at- 
tempting to  reconcile  two  incompatible  schemes 
for  the  settlement  of  the  country  on  the  Ore- 
gon ;  one  by  the  Government  and  the  other  by 
private  individuals.  One  or  other  of  these 
plana  ought  to  be  fixed  on,  and  then  tha 
whole  bill  put  in  a  form  to  provide  for  that 
plan. 

TAt.  GuBLBT  defended  his  amendment  at  soma 
length,  contending  that  it  granted  to  these  set- 
tlers nothing  more  than  might  reasonably  ba 
asked  by  pioneers  forsaking  the  privileges  of 

; Q^gj  society  and  going  mto  a  wilderness. 

:.  Bbed  rqjeoted  the  idea  of  the  proposod 
settlement  being  required  by  the  interests  of 
the  whale  fishery  in  the  Pacific.  He  thonejtt 
the  harbor  in  the  island  of  St.  Juan  de  Eugft 
fiiT  preferable  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon,  and 
if  a  sea  fort  was  to  be  erected,  it  ought  to  be 
built  there, 

Mr.  Flotd,  without  denying  the  merits  of 
the  harhor  mentioned  by  Afr.  BsBn,  contended 
for  the  importance  and  valne  of  Uiat  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon. 

Ou  his  motion,  the  8d  section  of  Ur.  Qnx- 
Lsx's  amendment,  which  contained  the  ap- 
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proTsl  b;  Congress  of  the  compact  of  the  Loa- 
isUna  company,  was  stricken  oat. 

Mr.  Tailob  oppoBod  the  amendment  gene- 
rally, as  grantlDg  nothing  of  any  value,  while 
it  had  the  aspect  of  giving  ezolnsive  privilegea 
to  one  class  of  setUera  over  other  oitizena  of  the 
United  StatM. 

Ur.  Batbs,  of  MUsoori,  after  some  atatement 
of  &cta,  and  a  few  general  obBervationB  on  the 
importance  of  the  bill,  and  the  naoeBsity  of  hav- 
tog  its  provtaiona  fillly  matured  from  a  view  of 
all  the  facts  bearing  on  the  subject,  anggested 
that  the  present  waa  not  a  snitable  moment  to 
go  into  a  oonuderBtioa  of  a  subject  so  extensive, 
and  moved  tliat  the  committee  rise. 


MoNSAT,  December  39. 
OecapatuM  of  tA«  Oregon  Siter. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took  up  the  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  River. 

ilr.  Bates,  of  Hiasouri,  aoid  that  aa  he  hod 
moved  the  rimog  of  the  committee,  when  the 
subject  of  the  biU  was  last  under  oonsideration, 
it  would,  no  doubt,  be  expected  that  he  wished 
to  deliver  his  sentiiuentB  on  the  qneation.  He 
did  wish  to  give  utterance  to  his  opinion  on 
the  bill,  though  he  wbb  not  sofflcientlj  veraed 
in  Uie  forms  of  the  House  to  know,  if  the 
amendment  offered  on  Wednesday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Ltoh,)  might  be 
miderstood  as  leading  to  a  oonsideration  of  the 
gener^  merits  of  tne  question.  He  appre- 
hended, however,  that  as  that  amendment  was 
proposed  as  a  snbatitute  for,  or  a  modifioatdon 
ot,  the  previoQB  amendment,  it  would  not  be 
out  of  order  for  him  to  take  a  relative  view  of 
the  case  in  some  of  its  principal  bearings  j  and, 
under  that  impression,  he  ahonld  proceed  aa  if 
fJie  whole  subject  were  before  the  committee, 
and  open  to  discussion.  If  he  understood 
rightly,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  frvm 
Lonisiana  (lb.  Gitblki)  went  to  grant,  to  the 
persona  enmnerated  in  his  amendtnent,  peculiar 
and  exclusive  rights,  different  in  their  nature 
and  degree  from  those  granted  to  other  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  wno  might  be  disposed  to 
migrate  to  the  Oregon  country.  He  protested 
against  the  adoption  of  any  such  eiolnsive  ajs- 
tem ;  for  he  would  ask  the  Honse  if  it  did  not 
actnally  amount  to  tbe  establishment,  by  Con- 
gress, of  a  proprietary  government,  similar  to 
that  which  eiisted'in  some  of  the  States  of  tbe 
Union  prior  to  the  Kevolution  t  It  went  even 
&rther — it  went,  in  point  of  fact,  to  sanction 
the  policy  of  foreign  colonization,  as  must  be 
apparent  to  all  who  wonld  take  the  trouble  to 
investigate  the  matter.  It  had  been  muntained 
by  many  of  their  greatest  and  wisest  men,  that 
one  paramonnt  excellence  of  their  unrivalled 
constitntion,  was,  that  it  coold  be  extended  to 
any  limits,  and  embrace  any  number  of  inde- 
pendent States,  within  the  great  scheme  of  eo- 
eialpolitywhichitlaiddowo.  Now  be  fully  snb- 
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scribed  to  (&at  opinion,  provided  there  were  one 
continuoas  population  connecting  the  variona 
States  with  each  other;  provided  there  were  no 
great  break  intervening  between  the  projected 
new  territories  and  those  already  established ; 
bnt,  at  the  most  distant  extremity  of  the  con- 
tinent, it  must  be  evident  that  the  settlers  and 
the  country  itself^  instead  of  being  under  the 
superintendence  and  guardianship  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  would  be  entirely  dependent 
npon  the  will  of  the  individuala  for  whom  sndi 
great  and  eidnmve  powers  were  asked.  There 
was  another  very  solid  ground  of  objection  to 
the  proposed  measure,  which  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of;  the  wild,  the  lawless,  and  the 
de^erate  part  of  the  community — ttiose  whom 
society  cast  from  her — would,  allured  by  the 
prospect  of  impunity  for  crime,  and  the  hope  of 
advancement  where  they  were  unknown,  seek 
a  refuge  exempt  from  all  salntary  control,  in 
the  besom  of  that  wildemes^  to  uie  exdnsion 
of  peaceable,  regular,  and  orderly  settlers.  He 
strennously  opp^ed  the  ayatem  of  what  he  would 
term  a  half  incorporation— the  giving  to  individ- 
nals,  or  asaociatiDns  of  individuals,  veeted  rights 
in  large  districts  of  lands,  upon  which,  at  any 
future  period.  Congress  wonld  be  debarred 
from  laying  their  hands ;  and  all  this,  too,  with- 
out any  correlative  obligation  on  the  part  of 
those  to  whom  such  munificent  gifts  were  pro- 
posed to  be  mode.  He  felt  it  his  duty,  also,  to 
oppose  equally  the  proposition  which  went  to 
grant  permission  to  the  settlers  to  purchase  lands 
of  the  Indians,  and  acquire,  by  that  means,  the 
right  over  the  soil,&3.  Snchacouree  would  be 
an  overturning  of  the  system  which  had  been 
adopted  and  pursued,  with  respect  to  Indian 
lauds,  for  more  thop  forty  years ;  it  had  always 
been  left  to  the  Federal  Government  to  eitin- 
gniah  Indian  titles,  and  the  wisdom  of  sncb  a 
policy  was  obvious,  not  only  from  the  experi- 
ence of  that  long  period,  bnt  also  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  thing  itself.  He  did  not  profess  a 
deep  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  he 
therefore  was  not  prepared  to  say  in  wnst  light 
these  associations  were  to  be  viewed ;  certain^ 
it  appeared  to  him,  either  as  colonists,  (and 
from  their  distance,  and  the  natural  obstacles 
to  an  intercourse  with  them,  he  would  aaj/or- 
eign  eolonists,)  or  as  a  nation  in  miniature. 
But  what  was  to  be  done  after  these  settlers 
had  obtained  possession  of  the  land,  and  erect- 
ed their  fort  t  Whether  to  defend  themselves 
Og^nst  the  savages,  or  against  a  Rossian  or  an 
English  fleet,  he  could  not  say.  Why,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  wonld  be  re- 
quired to  supply  gone,  arms,  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  to  commission  the  officers  of  th^ 
militia!  Whereas  the  United  States  hod  no 
militia,  except,  peradventnre,  a  few  within  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  all  the  other  militia  in 
the  Union  were  local  and  appertained  to  their 
respective  States.  He  objected  to  the  bill  on 
that  ground  also.  In  direct  connection  with 
that  scheme  of  proprietary  government,  came 
the  confflderation  of  tbe  estaUisbment  of  a  ter- 
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T^torj  under  the  protectiiig  arm  of  the  Got- 

ernment.  Since  the  first  aessioii  of  the  DOTth- 
west  territory  by  "Virginiii,  the  principle  had 
been  laid  down,  in  the  eeUblishment  of  new 
territories,  formed,  as  they  all  were,  with  a  het- 
erogeneoTia  popnlation,  coUected  &om  all  parts  of 
the  world,  that  the  tena  necesaary  for  them  to 
remain  before  their  adnuBsion  into  the  Union 
ae  States,  was  a  period  of  probation,  to  teach 
them  to  ^vem  thefflaelves,  previons  to  a  partici- 
pating in  the  hle8«n^  of  the  Union.  The  prao- 
tice  had  been  invariably  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  principle.  Now,  what  wotild  be  the 
consequence,  snppoeinK  the  bill  to  pass,  and 
thereby  to  give  a  BooiJ^eilBtence  to  that  coon- 
try  t  They  had,  from  the  Missouri  to  the  salt 
water  of  &e  ocean,  thirteen  or  fourteen  hun- 
dred miles ;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
souri to  tie  head  of  navigation,  say  two  thon- 
eand  five  hundred  miles.  There  was  then  the 
rugged  and  almoBt  impassable  belt  of  the  Rooky 
Hoontains ;  and  ninetAen-twentieths  of  the  space 
between  the  Missouri  and  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
beyond  the  oultnrable  prairies,  which  were  not 
above  two  or  three  hnndred  milea,  was  a  waste 
and  steriie  tract,  no  better  than  the  desert  of 
Zahara,  the  traversing  of  which,  even  during 
the  beet  seasons,  was  attended  with  the  ex- 
treme of  difficulty  and  danger.  After  describ- 
ing the  tedious,  laljoriona,  and  hazardons  mode 
of  navigating  the  river  Oregon,  which  was  not, 
he  contended,  navigable  for  more  than  three 
hnndred  miles,  he  observed  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  a  gen- 
tieman  who  was  well  known  to  many  of  the 
members  of  that  Honae,  and  who  was  perhaps 
as  well  acquunted  witji  t^t  country  as  any 
man  in  the  Union,  which  ga.Y&  a  frightfol  ac- 
count of  the  horrors  attending  his  crossing  the 
Bocky  Mountains.  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  compan- 
ions suffered,  from  starvation,  as  much,  per- 
haps, as  hmnan  nature  could  endure.  He  re- 
lated one  instance,  in  particular,  wherein,  after 
famishing  for  several  days,  he  had  suddenly 
fallea  in  with  an  Indian  encampment,  and  per- 
ceiving a  half-starved  borse  wandering  near, 
directedoneof  bismen  to  killit;  he  had  after- 
wards purchased  the  slaughtered  animal  from 
the  Indians,  for  the  extortionate  price  of  a 
handful  of  bread ;  and  finally,  in  oontinning  his 
Tonte  across  the  mountuns,  had  been  compel- 
led to  feed  upon  the  hide,  which  his  party  car- 
ried with  them,  cnt  np  into  thongs.  Such  (Mr. 
B.  observed)  were  the  hardships  always  to  be 
encountered  by  those  who  crossed  the  Rocky 
MouDtains  from  the  source  of  the  Missoan. 
Farther  to  the  sooth,  towards  the  Colorado,  or 
near  the  Bonaventura,  they  could  be  crossed 
with  comparatively  little  difficulty;  in  one 
place,  he  had  been  ^ven  to  understand,  there 
was  to  be  met  with  merely  a  single  mountain. 
The  country  west  of  the  mountains  merited, 
he  mnst  remark,  more  of  their  attention  than 
lus  former  allusions  to  its  barrennesa  ooold  poe- 
(dbly  call  forth.  The  principal  part,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the   mountains,  was  composed  of 


rocky  and  stony  ridgea,  interspersed  occasico. 
ally  with  spots  of  ground,  giving  life  to  nalhmg 
but  the  spruce,  the  hemtot^  and  other  trees  of 
a  similar  description.  The  soil,  where  there 
was  any,  in  the  lower  ground,  wai  formed 
merely  of  the  rotten  pine  leaves,  and  even  ^t 
was  swept  away  by  the  inundation  which  poi- 
odioally  cova^d  the  country  on  the  banks  of 
the  river.  To-day,  the  extremity  of  drought 
would  prevul ;  to-morrow,  all,  except  the  biUs, 
would  oe  submerged  in  the  floods. 

He  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  iusnT- 
monntable  mfficolties  that  attend  the  aarin- 
tion  of  the  Oregon  River,  as  it  opened  into  me 
ocean;  of  the  disadvantagea  of  ila  harbor;  and 
of  the  danger  incurred  by  vessels  from  the  higli, 
rocky,  and  iron-boond  coast  immediately  coQ- 
tignons  to  it.  It  was  visited  regularly  by  the 
monsoons ;  and  most  veasels  passed  by,  for  f««r 
of  being  dashed  to  pieces  in  making  the  har- 
bor, or  being  wind-boond  when  there.  They 
preferred  gomg  many  degrees  fkrther  to  take 
m  wood  a^  fish,  the  only  supplies  the  conntiy 
prodoced.  The  very  names  d!esoribed  the  place 
better  than  any  words  of  his  ooold.  The  N  erth 
Cape  of  the  harbor  had  been  called  Cape  IMssp- 
pomtment  by  an  English  vessel,  which,  for  a 
long  time,  attempted  to  get  in,  but  in  rain ; 
and  it  was  never  afterwards  discovered  till  the 
year  1T6S,  when  Captain  Gray,  of  Boston,  vis- 
ited it,  and  entered  the  harbor.  With  respect 
to  what  had  been  said  on  a  former  day,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Yurn)^  as  to 
the  fertility  of  the  country,  the  House  must 
par^pn  him  if  he  troubled  tfaem  with  a  short 
statement  of  facta  from  the  most  indobitable 
authority.  The  party  sent  oat  to  that  place  by 
that  most  respectable  merchant,  Mr.  Astor,  of 
New  Tork,  and  to  which  party  the  gentlemaii, 
Mr.  Hunt,  whose  letter  he  had  occasion  to  cite, 
was  attached,  had  tried  to  raise  articles  cecee- 
sary  for  their  sobsistenoe  and  comfort ;  but^  af- 
ter three  years,  could  only  sncceed  in  growing 
radishes,  turnips,  and  a  few  other  esculonts,  W 
a  like  description.  So  much  for  the  fertility  of 
the  BoiL  and  the  ample  rotuma  which  it  made 
for  the  labor  of  the  agriculturist.  Mr.  B,  then 
proceeded  to  draw  a  pjctnre  of  the  miserable 
condition  of  the  wretcned  natives  of  the  conn- 
try.  There  was  no  game  in  the  country,  with 
the  exception  ofj  occasionally,  an  elk  or  a  bear; 
the  Indians  coold  not  depend  upon  the  chase 
for  subsistence;  they  huLd  not  even  shoes  in 
which  to  pnrene  it.  They  lived,  he  might  Bay, 
upon  the  water,  upon  the  fiah  whi^  they 
caught  in  the  river,  and  the  roots  and  berries 
which  they  obtdned  in  the  woods.  Thar  huts 
were  in  the  ground,  and  their  condition,  aKo- 
gether,  was  distressing  and  miserable  beyond  all 
conception.  It  was  his  firm  belief  that,  if  the 
settlement  were  to  be  made,  and  agriculture 
attempted  on  any  scale,  Inrge  or  small,  and 
with  any  means,  they  would  not  remdn  there 
two  years ;  they  could  not  endure  the  incessant 
rains  of  four  months'  dnralion  ;  they  would  qdt 
the  country  for  Oaliforma,  or  for  tbat  most  oe- 
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li^tM  of  all  olimataB  of  the  South,  the  Sanil- 
vich  Islaiids,  which  would  be  bat  fifteen  dajs' 
nil  from  there.  In  that  manner  would  their 
eiertions  in  the  BetUemcnt  be  of  no  value  fa> 
thanaelvM,  and  thedr  energiea  would  be  forever 
lost  to  their  oonntrj.  Suppose,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
for  the  sake  of  argnment,  the  objects  of  the  bill 
fnliv  acoomplished — rappose  the  ratemal  eare 
of  tile  Govenuuent  had  fostered  tAe  infant  set- 
tlement into  a  vigorous  maturity — could  it  lie 
Mpposed  that  a  brotherhood  of  affection,  a 
ODmmimil^  of  feeling  and  of  interesta,  would 

Crail  between  that  distant  and  solitary  mem- 
of  the  familj,  and  those  which  renamed 
firm  and  nnited  tt^ther  at  home  f  Look  at  that 
teiritory,  withhabits,  localitiee,  andassooiationa, 
^together  diflerent  flrom  the  rest  of  the  Union. 
Look  at  its  nei^bora ;  on  the  south,  tbe  new 
repnUica  of  South  America;  on  the  north, 
Russia ;  the  vast  ocean  In  front ;  separated  from 
those  to  whom  it  sboold  be  hound  by  the  olos- 
Mt  policieal  tjee,  bj  an  almost  interminable 
desMt.  Look  at  these  things,  and  then  say 
whether  that  territory  could  enjoy  those  bless- 
ings which  the  constitntioD  dispensed  to  every 
member  of  lie  American  Union.  The  habits 
of  the  territory  would  be  aoqnired  by  an  inter- 
eoHse  with  those  republics  of  Uie  Sootb. 
Those  republics,  which  were  based  upon  an 
taeieat  if  not  upon  a  solid  foundation,  would 
ngnxi  its  commerce,  and,  in  all  probability, 
•scare  it*  alliance;  and  though  he  would  not 
nature  to  predict  that  such  would  be  the  case, 
ret  he  feared  that  it  wonld  ultimately  be  the 
occasion  of  setting  a  formidable  ecample  of  a 
disruption  of  the  Union.  He  shoold  not  di' 
pw  on  points  of  honor,  with  req>ect  to  per- 
mitting either  Rossia  or  England  to  interfere 
In  toy  arraDgements  with  respect  to  the  sat- 
tlemant  or  other  dispoution  of  any  part  of 
the  eonntry  in  question.  Such  matters  most, 
of  coQiBe,  operate  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
lecording  to  their  different  individoiil  feelings. 
He  mnst  confess,  that,  with  him,  they  weighed 
but  little.  A  queation  had  been  r^sed  of  rath- 
er more  importance ;  that  was,  how  would  the 
pnqtoted  bill  operate  on  commerce  I  And  that 
^tKation  he  wonld  «ndeavor  to  answer  in  a  few 
words.  The  British  Korthwest  and  Hudson 
Bay  oompanies  bad  long  been  actively  and  in- 
dc&tigably  engaged  in  pnrauing  the  Air  trade 
in  the  extensive  regions  of  the  West.  The 
darkest  reoeasea  of  the  monntains  were  anno- 
>ny  explored  by  their  numerous  agents ;  and 
the  natoral  consequence  of  the  unremitting 

Csoit  of  the  game  was,  that  it  was,  and  long 
been,  raindly  thinning.  He  had  been  cred- 
iUy  informed,  that  the  beaver  trade,  in  partio- 
nlv,  was  dinunishing  daily,  Bnt  little  proper- 
ty was  now  made  in  it,  eicept  incidentally,  by 
Riett  good  fortune,  in  stnmblinR  on  particnlar 

tt  which  had  not  previously  been  vi^ted  by 
hnntars ;  and  these,  as  every  person  at  til 
OMtvetMnt  with  the  business  must  know,  were 
"few  and  far  between."  He  himself,  thongh 
raiding  at  a  place  which  bronght  bun  immedi- 


ately in  contact  with  persons  engaged  in  that 
pursuit,  knew  bnt  one  person  who  had  made  a 
fortune  by  it  He  alluded  to  Gen.  Ashley,  of 
Bt  Louis ;  and  even  in  that  case,  it  was  to  be 
attributed  solely  to  the  superior  enterprise  and 
good  fortnne  of  that  genUemon,  and  the  sagac- 
ity which  led  him  to  take  the  best  and  least  fre- 
qnented  rentes.  Gen.  Ashley's  party  consists 
of  about  one  hundred  men,  and  from  three  to 
five  hnndred  horses;  he  shapes  his  course  three 
or  four  degrees  south  of  the  line  usually  fol- 
lowed, crosses  the  belt  of  monntains  at  a  place 
where  he  meets  but  one  or  two  inconsiderable 
mountains  to  oppose  bis  progress,  and,  in  three 
or  four  months,  finds  himself  on  the  Salt  Lak^ 
west  of  the  Rocky  Monntuns.  He  (Mr.  Batss) 
then  held  in  his  hand  a  Iett«r  from  that  gen- 
tleman, which  wonld  give  some  idea  of  the  re- 
search and  enterprise  necessary  to  render  each 
pnrsnits  successful  and  profitable. 

But  to  resume  his  argument  aa  to  the  barren 
and  inhospitable  face  of  the  conntry  generally. 
It  was  precisely  of  the  same  description  at  the 
source  of  the  Colnmbia  River.  He  had  received 
a  letter  on  the  subject  from  a  respectable  gen- 
tleman who  knew  the  conntry  well ;  the  an- 
tbentioity  of  the  information  which  it  oont^ned 
was  indispatafole,  and,  with  thor  permisdon, 
he  would  read  an  extract  from  it.  The  follow- 
ing was  the  passage  to  which  he  begged  to  call 
their  attention ; 

"  The  nsivlgstioa  of  Columbia  Blver,  from  the 
Great  Falls,  with  the  exception  of  two  portages,  is, 
on  the  whole,  good ;  but  the  country,  by  Und,  for 
one  hundred  tad  fifty  or  two  hundred  mues,  is  inir 
passable  for  mules  or  horses.  It  !■  innunUy  inun- 
dated by  Che  melting  of  the  snows  from  the  noaa- 
tahis,  and  is  endrelj  buren.  There  is  no  game  nor 
vegetables,  with  cha  exception  of  hemlock,  spnice, 
utd  a  UtUe  moss.  On  the  whole,  nothing  aboi\t  the 
river  is  dedrable,  bnt  its  navigation  and  the  harbor 
at  its  month." 

Such  (observed  Ur.  B.)  were  the  views  en- 
tertained of  it  by  an  eye  witnee&  fully  compe- 
tent, by  experience  and  knowledjge,  to  iona  a 
correct  judgment  in  such  matters.  He  flirther 
thought,  that,  if  a  settlement  was  determined 
upon,  the  beet  site  for  it  was  abont  one  hun- 
dred miles  aonth  of  the  Oolnmbia  Biver.  Mr. 
B.  repeated  that  sach  information  was  of  a  na- 
ture  to  be  implioitly  relied  upon.  It  was  sought 
after  and  obtained  by  the  gentleman  referred 
to,  vith  a  view  to  actual  profit;  it  was  not 
merely  theoretical  tx  epecnlatiTe,  bnt  praotioal, 
and  intraded  to  be  acted  upon  at  a  nitore  pe- 

When  Lewis  and  Clarke  went  on  thdr  cele- 
brated exploring  expedition,  they  labored,  of 
course,  under  every  possible  disadvantage ; 
passing  throngh  an  unknown  country,  where 
thefoot  of  a  white  man  had  never  before  trod; 
with  no  guide  bnt  cocyeotnre ;  exposed  to  the 
attacks  of  savage  and  hostile  tribes ;  and  aided 
only  by  men,  who  with  a  few  exeeptions,  were 
no  better  qnalifled  for  the  ardaona  service  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  than  bo  iiuiD7  0(d- 
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diera  of  the  United  St&tes  army  woold  be. 
Those  distingniahed  travellerB  gave  &  most  de- 
plorable oooonnt  of  the  whole  countr; ;  sn  ac- 
ooimt  folly  ooDonning  with  what  he  had 
been  wjjag  npon  the  sabjeot,  Lewis  and 
Clarke  saj  that  the  odIj  good  land  they  saw 
waa  at  a  place  they  called  3ie  Wapatoo  VnUey, 
■nd  that  it  was  enongh  to  sostain  abont  forty 
thoafiand  agriooltnristsl  The  whole  plan  was 
wild  and  impraotlcahle.  They  might,  indeed, 
build  a  fort  for  the  pnrpoae  of  aelf-^fenoe,  bnt 
those  within  it  woiud  have  nothiiw  to  defend 
but  themselves.  The  bill  proposed  the  small 
sum  of  fijty  thonoand  dollars  for  that  pnipose ; 
now,  that  som  would  not  purchase  the  bark 
from  off  the  logs  necessary  to  constract  it, 
and  pay  for  the  transportation  of  that  bark  to 
Hissonri.  Fifty  men,  it  was  tme,  might  boiid 
the  fort;  bnt  three  or  four  hundred  would  be 
reqaired  for  it :  for  less  than  that  number  could 
not  defend  it  against  the  attack  of  two  Bnsaian 
frigates.  In  the  year  1819,  it  would,  no  doabt, 
be  recollected,  that  an  expedition  was  sent  to 
bnild  a  fort  on  Yellowstone  Kiver.  Uen  were 
taken  ont,  he  believed,  at  an  expense  of  near 
five  hundred  dollars  per  man ;  and  that  under- 
taking, which  reault«d  in  a  complete  failure, 
cost  the  nation,  he  nnderstood,  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars  1  And  yet  it  was  seriously 
proposed  to  build  a  fort  on  the  coast  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  at  the  very  western  edge  of  the 
American  continent,  for  fifty  thoasaud  dollars, 
only  one-tenth  part  of  the  snm  thrown  away 
upon  the  other.  If  it  were  considered  neoea- 
sary  to  fortify  the  month  of  Oolombia  River,  it 
wonid  be  neoessary  to  enlist  a  pecnliar  kind  of 
men  for  the  service  there.  He  meant  the  boat- 
men on  the  rirere  and  lakes ;  men  who  would 
never  think  of  asking  for  salt  or  for  bre^ 
when  a  thousand  miles  in  the  depth  of  the  wil- 
derness, and  who  conceived  themselves  fortu- 
nate when  they  could  feast  on  a  piece  of  hard 
venison,  or  a  fat  dog. 

They  must  not,  he  sud,  expect  bread  in  their 
ratJons ;  for  evei?  pound  of  bread  staff  in  their 
settlement  mnst  come  from  Oallfomia  or  even 
further  eonth.  He  wished  it  to  be  observed 
also,  that  the  little  trade  that  existed  there, 
was  not  on  the  coast,  bnt  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  oonntry,  among  Uie  spnra  and  branches  of 
the  Rocky  MonntMna,  where,  and  where  alone, 
the  fors  were  found.  There  wss  still  another 
objection,  which,  in  his  opinion,  onght  to  have 
great  local  weight.  The  trade  in  tan,  in  par- 
ticular of  the  sea  furs,  was  principally  carried 
on  with  Ohina  and  the  East  Indies.  A  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  land  fnrs  foond  a  market 
in  Europe.  Now,  if  a  place  of  deposit  and 
ehipment  were  established  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Colnmbia  River,  the  whole  of  the  fors  from  the 
Rocky  Mountains  wonld  travel  in  that  direo- 
tion;  and  the  long  and  frnctifying  stream  of 
commerce  which  flowed  tiirou^h  the  United 
States,  leaving  such  a  rich  sUnvntm  "behind  it, 
wonld  be  diverted  into  another  and  an  opposite 
channel.    He  had  no  hoMtotion  in  saying,  that 


not  a  single  beaver  skin  would  be  bronght  from 
tiie  Rooky  Mountains  to  the  Miasiarippt.  Re- 
verting to  his  former  argnment,  concerning  the 
difficulty,  nay,  almost  tiie  impracticability  ot 
the  oommnnioation  between  the  lOssonri  and 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  across  the  Rocky 
Moontaini,,  he  observed  that  even  Boston  was 
much  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  Oolumbia  River, 
in  point  of  facility  of  oommeroial  iDterconrse, 
either  by  doubling  Oape  Horn,  or  by  crossing 
the  Isthmus,  provided  the  permission  of  the 
Spanish  republics  could  be  obtuned  for  tbe 
l>etter  course.  It  was  not  nearer,  certainly, 
for  tiie  transmission,  if  he  might  so  caD  it,  of 
men;  but  a  man,  with  a  stout  heart,  and  a 
good  rifle  on  bis  shoulder,  might  go  to  any 
place  where  there  was  animated  naturei,  and 
find  a  snbaistence. 

There  was  at  that  present  time  a  gentleman 
in  the  city,  whose  personal  knowledge  cm  the 
subject  was  great,  and  who  agreed  with  him 
(Mr.  Batzs)  in  almost  aU  his  views  of  the 
question.  He  was  particularly  well  acquainted 
with  the  seaboard  of  tliat  country,  and  had 
emphatically  described  to  him  the  horrors  of 
that  barren  desert,  and  the  disastrons  effect  of 
those  heavy  and  continued  rains  to  which  he 
had  before  alluded,  as  beyond  the  possible  en- 
durance of  the  settlers.  That  gentleman  had 
remarked,  that  the  winds,  loaded  with  the  ac- 
cumulated vapors  of  20,000  miles  of  ocean, 
drove  the  clouds  agunst  the  rocky  steeps  of 
the  coast ;  and  he  had  often,  from  the  sea,  seen 
them,  through  the  vista  of  the  river,  borating, 
when  past  the  first  barrier  of  mountains,  faUing 
in  torrents,  and  overflowing  the  conntij.  Al- 
tar some  farther  observations  with  respect  to 
the  difference  of  climate  of  the  American  and 
Asiatic  coasts  in  tbe  same  parallel  of  latitude, 
67°,  Mr.  B.  repeated  his  protest  against  the  ee- 
tablishment  of  a  foreign  colony :  for  snch,  he 
contended,  wonld  be  the  proposed  settlement. 
The  very  country  itself,  in  which  it  was  to  be 
located,  was  a  disputed  country ;  and  thongh 
he  fdly  agreed  with  the  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Floyd)  as  to  the  Justice  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  clums  to  it^  yet  the  fact  was,  that 
the  right  to  it  was  a  subject  of  dispute  between 
America  and  the  British  Oovemment.  Great 
Britun,  it  waa  well  known,  never  conceded  ft 
single  point  which  she  could  possibly  muntain ; 
and  wonld  gentlemen,  he  mnst  ask,  risk  the 
chance  of  a  long  end  sanguinary  war,  for  the 
sake  of  making  an  experiment  on  the  hemlock 
forests  of  tbe  Columbia  coasts!  In  private 
life,  he  knew,  that,  if  a  man  desired  to  vindi- 
cate his  own  rights,  it  was  sometimes  necessarr 
to  cavil  about  the  ninth  port  of  a  hair ;  and, 
perhaps,  the  case  might  be  me  aame  with  re^>eci 
to  nations:  however  that  might  be,  he  conldnot 
repress  the  ntt«rance  of  his  solenm  wish,  that  the 
base  of  the  Rocky  Monntuns  were  an  ooean 
bounding  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  vast 
wilderness  which  extended  beyond  them. 

To  speak  of  the  profit  derived  from  Qtaaa 
barren  regions.     They  reoeived  fiirs  to  the 
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amoont  of  two  or  three  hnsdred  tbonsaod  dol- 
lars uinaaUf;  that  bode,  to  be  anre,  might 
C^7a  life  and  activity  to  a  little  tovn  of  five  or 
mx  thooaand  inhabitants,  St.  Louis,  which  was 
the  principal  seat  of  iL  Bat,  was  a  trade  of 
that  conmied  extent  worth  incurring  the 
,  heavy  expenses  attending  a  settlement,  even  if 
ao  other  part  of  the  question  were  taken  into 
ooDsideredoitt  Was  it  worth  pajing  for  ?  Was 
it  worth  fighting  fort  Was  it,  in  fact,  hardlf 
worth  caring  for?  fUr.  B.  continitea.]  If 
they  wished  to  proceed  with  pmdonce  and  cir- 
comapection,  thej-  wonld  seita  ont  a  partj  of 
exploration.  A  hnndred  good  riflemen  might 
b«verae  the  continent  from  the  Enssian  settle- 
oieute,  in  latitude  67°  40',  to  California.  No 
arms  oonld  compete  with  theirs;  no  savage 
valor,  however  desperate,  oonld  withstand 
their  discqtlined  hrarery .  Let  thetn  collect  a 
mass  of  inibnoatjon  on  the  coantry,  and  the 
available  adrantages  it  held  forth  to  settlers ; 
and  let  Oongress  afterwards  arrange,  digest, 
and  act  npon  that  information.  He  would  an- 
swer for  it  that  sach  a  oonrse  of  prooeedins 
wonld  produce  more  practical  good  effects,  and 
cost  much  less,  than  the  prematnre  erection  of 
a  fort,  and  establishment  of  a  territorial  gov- 
emmeat.  The  ver^r  i^ame  of  the  place  appear- 
ed to  him  expressire  of  its  povertj  and  steril- 
ity. He  knew  bat  little  of  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, bat  had  been  informed,  and  thoo^ht  the 
conjectnre  probable,  that  the  river  denvea  its 
name  from  an  h^b,  resembling  pennyroyal,  or 
perhaps  approaching  as  nearly  hyssop,  growing 
near  tbe  coast,  and  called  in  Spanish  ort- 
gaiut.  From  this  &ct  it  was  rational  to  sup- 
pose that  it  had  been  visited  by  the  Spaniards 
at  an  early  period  of  th«r  adventurous  career 
of  discovery,  and  abandoned  as  not  worth  the 
tronble  of  settling. 

He  thanked  the  committee  for  their  atten- 
tion ;  and,  in  concluding,  begged  them  to  panse 
before  sanctioning  an  eipenoitnre,  for  a  pur- 
pose perhaps  dangerous,  certainly  useless.. 

Hi.  Folk  rose,  he  said,  chiefly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  caUiog  tbe  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  existing  treaties  between  the  United 
States  tmd  Great  Britdn;  and  partienlarly  to 
the  convention  of  the  20th  of  October,  1618, 
and  of  the  Cth  of  August,  1 827 ;  and  if,  on  ex- 
amination of  them,  it  shall  be  fonnd  that  we 
cannot  pass  this  bill,  either  in  its  original  shape, 
or  according  to  the  amendmenta  proposed,  then 
there  is  an  end  to  this  discussion.  Gentlemen 
who  bad  participated  in  this  debate  bad  con- 
fined themaelvea  to  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  have  had  no  reference  to  the  present 
state  of  omr  negotiations  in  reference  to  the 
preliminary  question  of  titie  to  the  conntry. 

The  third  article  of  the  convention  of  the 
20th  of  October,  1818,  contains  this  agreement 
between  the  two  oountriea :  "  It  is  agreed  that 
any  country  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  par- 
ty, on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  west- 
ward of  the  Stony  Mountains,  shall,  together 
with  its  harbort^  bayti,  and  oreeka,  and  the  nav- 


igation of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be  free 
and  open  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  convention, 
to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  subjects,  of  the  two 
powers."  The  question  is  not  now  whether  it 
was  wise  to  make  this  treaty,  but,  having  made 
it,  what  is  its  spirit  and  meaning! 

The  convention  of  August  Sth,  1827,  extends 
and  continues  in  force,  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time  after  the  20th  of  OotobeT,  1828,  tbe 
provisions  of  the  third  article  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1818,  butcontains  this  additional  article; 
"  It  ahall  be  competent,  however,  for  either  of 
the  contracting  parties,  in  case  either  should 
think  fit,  at  any  time  after  the  20th  of  October, 
1838,  on  giving  due  notice  of  twelve  months  to 
the  other  contracting  party,  to  annul  and  ab- 
rogate this  convention,  and  it  shall  in  snob  case 
be  entirely  annulled  and  abrogated  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  notice." 

These  are  tbe  stipulations  of  the  existing 
treaties  between  this  Government  and  that  (ff 
Great  Britain.  Whilst  they  continue  in  force, 
Uiey  are  declared  by  the  oonstitntion  to  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  Now  we  have  not 
given  the  notice  of  twelve  months  to  annul  or 
abrogate  them,  and  until  we  do,  or  receive  such 
notice  from  them,  they  are  in  Ml  force,  and 
are  obligatory  upon  us.  Did  this  bill  or  the 
amendment  offorad  to  it  violate  their  provia- 
ionst  The  bill  proposed  to  establish  a  territo- 
rial Government  over  the  whole  country  be- 
tween the  Rooky  Uonntains  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  to  occupy  it  with  a  military  force ;  to 
erect  a  fort ;  to  erect  a  port  of  entry ;  and  to 
grant  donations  of  lands  to  emigrants.  Now, 
sir,  (said  he,)  can  we  take  txdwke  poaseasion 
of  any  portion  of  this  territory ;  occupy  it  with 
a  military  force;  establish  a  territorial  Gov- 
ernment in  it;  and  create  a  port  of  entry, 
thereby  excluding  all  others,  unless  snliject  to 
our  revenue  laws,  consistently  with  the  provis- 
ions  of  these  treaties,  by  which  the  parties  have 
agreed  that  the  country  shall  be  "free  and 
open  "  "  to  the  vessels,  oitizena,  and  snbjeota  of 
the  tvo  powers,"  until  annulled  by  notice  giv- 
en! Oan  we  do  it  without  first  giving  the 
twelve  months'  notice  required  I  A&iit,  if  yon 
will,  that,  upon  the  face  of  the  treaties,  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  some  donbt  what  their  true  con- 
struction is ;  we  are  left  in  no  doubt  what  is  the 
construction  put  upon  them  by  the  British 
Government  They  hold  that  neither  party 
has  the  right  to  ti^e  exclumve  possession  oi 
any  portion  of  the  country ;  that  the  right  to 
do  so  is  suspended  by  mutual  consent,  during 
their  oontinaanoe  in  force,  by  the  terms  (tf 
these  treaties ;  that  both  parties  have  a  right, 
during  their  continuance  in  force,  to  a  common 
occupancy  of  the  conntry,  for  the  pnriK»es  of 
hunting  uid  traffic  with ''tiie  natives.  That  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the 
Umted  States  have  an  equal  right,  until  these 
treaties  are  abrogated  or  annalled,  to  hiuit  in 
the  country  as  taej  have  heretofore  done ;  to 
take  fare  and  traffic  with  the  natives  in  the  in- 
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terior;  to  take  flah  in  the  neigfaboriiig  seea, 
baj^  and  harbors,  and  export  them  for  market 
to  OlmuL,  or  any  other  pert  of  the  world  thej 
might  choose.  Thej  did  not  clum  themselves 
the  exdnsive  riffht  to  occupy  any  portion  of  this 
vast  onezploTed.  region,  nor  did  the^  deny  to 
na  the  right  of  conunon  oocnpanoy  with  them, 
for  the  porposes  he  had  stated.  Their  Hndson'a 
Bay  Oompany  dot  hunt  in  the  oonntry  and 
traoe  with  the  aadTCe.  All  American  oittzena 
who  cihoose  do  the  same.  Andattbismomeat, 
all  American  dtizeas,  all  aseociationB  and  com- 
panies of  indiTidoala,  had  the  right  by  the  terms 
of  tiieee  treatiee,  without  the  aid  of  Oongreas, 
to  go  into  any  portion  of  the  country  fbr  the  pnr- 
pose  of  fatinting  or  trafQc.  They  had  the  right, 
DOtb  by  land  and  sea,  without  onr  aid,  to  have 
fl«e  ingreaa  and  egrcBS  to  and  from  the  oooutry. 
Bach  M  onr  adventnrons  citizens  sa  are  die- 
posed  to  penetrate  into  the  onexplored  wilds 
west  of  the  Rocky  Uonntuna,  have  the  right 
to  do  BO.  Great  Britain  has  not,  as  yet,  estab- 
lished any  military  poste,  and  haa  avowed  her 
intention  not  to  do  so  onleaa  we  do.  Her  boat- 
ing companies  may  have  private  defences  and 
temporary  fortificBtionH. 

Mr.  Etkbbtt  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
enter  at  length  into  the  present  debate,  in  which 
be  had  not  intended  and  was  not  prepared  to 
take  an  active  part.  Hie  attention  had  been 
tamed  to  the  sntiject  by  the  circnmstance,  that 
he  liad  been  called  on  by  a  oonstitaent,  (at  the 
head  of  an  aesocdation  which  wished  to  emigrate 
to  tJie  region  in  qneation,)  to  snlmiit  a  memorial 
to  Congress,  at  the  last  seauon,  which  in  his 
own  neoeasary  abaenoe,  Ur.  E.  stated,  ha  bad 
d<H]e,  throngh  the  courtesy  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virgima,  (Mr,  Fmtd,)  of  whose  merito- 
riOQS  efforts,  in  bringing  forward  this  sabject, 
the  committee  were  the  witnesses.  His 
thoughts  had  been  in  this  way  directed  to  the 
snltJeot,  and  he  oonfeaaed  he  had  formed  a  very 
fkvorable  impression  of  the  general  nature  of 
the  proposed  measure;  althonsh  his  views  were 
not  sufficiently  matnred  to  authorize  bim  to  ob- 
tmde  tbom,  at  a  great  length,  on  the  Hoose. 
He  would,  however,  make  a  few  remarks,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  trom  Tennessee,  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat,  (Hr.  Folk,)  on  the  bear- 
ings of  the  ^opoaed  measure  npoa  onr  relations 
with  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  (said  Ur,  £.,)  like  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  I  am  folly  persnaded  of  the  iralidity 
of  onr  national  title  to  tie  territory  in  question. 
That  point  has  been  argued  with  an  ability 
wiiich  leaves  nothing  to  be  wished,  by  oni 
miniatera,  Ur.  Bush  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  their 
negotJotions  with  Great  Britain,  and  by  the 

Kesent  Secretary  of  State  and  his  predecessor, 
their  instmctiona  on  this  subject    I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  the 


ment.    What  then  is  the  state  of 

on  this  admission  ?    It  is  this 

re^on,  extending  more  than  twelve  degrees  of 


latitude  from  south  to  north,  and  more  than  a 
thousand  miles  from  east  to  west,  to  which  wa 
have  a  dear  title,  and  on  the  poaaee^on  «rf 
which  we  may  not  enter.  It  is  not  merely  an 
extensive  re^on,  but,  as  I  have  no  donbt,  not- 
withstanding what  has  been  so  forcibly  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Misonri,  (Kr.  Batxs,)  a 
fertile  one.  If  tiiere  are  rough  and  barren  por- 
tions, aa  there  natoraily  moat  be,  in  so  extensive 
a  tract  of  country,  bounded  by  one  lofty  ridge 
of  mountuns,  and  traveraed  by  another,  parallel 
to  it ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  (even  if  we  had 
not,  as  we  have,  abundant  teatimony  of  the 
fact,)  that  other  portiona — the  bank  of  the 
rivers,  some  of  its  numerous  islands,  and  tlte 
valley  between  the  two  ranges  of  hills,  are  fer- 
tile. In  that  port  of  the  globe,  and  in  that 
Tioinitr  to  the  ooean.  If  the  region  be  as  sterile 
as  it  has  been  just  deaoribeo,  it  is  without 
example  in  geography.  But  documents,  of- 
ficially in  posseesion  of  the  House^  (I  allnde 
particularly  to  the  two  able  retorts  of  a  col- 
league in  me  nineteenth  Congress,  Mr,  Bi.TLiBa, 
of  HassaohnsettH,)  contain  abundant  and  poritiTe 
testimony  that  a  portion  of  this  region  is  a  per- 
fect garden.  The  importance  of  its  position  I 
will  not  dwell  upon.  It  lies  in  the  rear  of  onr 
entire  western  settlements,  and  it  contains  the 
only  porta  we  can  ever  have  on  the  great  Pacific 
Ooean :  the  only  ports  in  which  onr  imntensely 
valuable  trade  on  that  ocean  could  ever  seek 
the  protection  of  a  national  fortren,  in  time  of 
war.  Such  ia  the  region  to  which  it  is  agreed, 
on  all  ridee  of  the  House,  we  have  a  clear  right, 
and  on  the  eigoyment  of  which  right  a  nval 
power  says  we  must  not  enter ;  not  that  tbia 
|)Ower  clmms  it  sa  hera^  but  on  ibb  ground  that 
it  b  a  vacant  region,  of  which  the  jurisdiction 
belongs  to  no  power.  This  certainly  is  an  im- 
portant question,  and  ought  to  be  settled.  If  the 
territory  is  onra,  let  ns  have  the  nse  of  it ;  if  it 
is  not  ours,  let  ns  give  up  our  daim  to  it ;  and 
if  it  be  doabtfol,  let  ns  ascertain,  as  soon  aa 
possible,  whether  it  is  ours  or  not 

A  ooovratjon  was  framed  between  the  two 
QoTemments,  in  1818,  of  whidi  one  article 
provided  for  the  joint  occupancy  of  this  region, 
and  that  ortide  was  rratewed  at  a  separate 
convention,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  to 
be  terminated  by  either  party  on  twdve  numtha* 
notice  to  the  other.  The  gentlemsn  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Polk)  says  the  proviaiona  of  thia 
incondstent  with  the  stipulations  of  the 


There  we  two  m^  polnto  in  the  bill — tlie 
ereotion  of  a  military  post,  and  the  eetablish- 
ment  of  a  civil  jurisdiction.  With  reeraect  to 
the  first,  it  certamly  doea  not  violate  uie  erao- 
vention.  It  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Mtmroe, 
in  1822,  and  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
in  December,  182G,  under  whose  ins^otions 
this  convention  hs!d  been  negotiated.  The 
British  have  taken  military  possesdon  of  the 
country.  If  T  am  not  miainformed,  they  have 
an  unbroken  chain  of  posts  from  the  moutli  of 
the  Ooltuubia  to  Uppw  Canada.    Ur.  GaUstdn, 
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b  Mb  letter  of  ii  December,  1828,  to  the 
Sacntuy  of  State,  gars :  "  I  understood  it  to 
be  the  opinion  of  Uie  British  plenipotentiariea, 
Ihit  there  coold  be  no  objection  to  the  eetablish- 
DUDt  of  military  ponta,  or  to  a  jnrisdiotion  eon- 
fined,  bj  each  power,  to  its  own  citizens  or  enb- 
!«eb,"  Again,  in  his  letter  of  90th  December, 
besayv:  "The  establishment  of  miiitary posts, 
[RDvided  they  do  not  oomnuuid  eicloBively  the 
udnmbla,  is  not  ol^ected  to."  The  first  point 
of  the  hill  does  not,  therefore,  aeem  attended 
vith  emential  difflcalty. 

The  aeoond  point  that  of  joriBdiction,  la  mi- 
qoestionably  more  delicate.  I  would  cert^nly 
b«  unong  Uie  last  to  propose  the  infraction  of 
the  coDTentiMt,  or  to  recommend  a  measiu« 
that  would  involve  a  hasari  or  hold  out  a 
Bwoaoe  of  war  in  any  case,  unless  the  interest 
or  the  honor  of  the  oonntry  impenooalj  de- 
manded it.  In  the  present  case,  I  have  no  other 
iriah  than  to  protect  our  citizens,  who  now  re- 
Kot  to  this  region  in  ^arsiiit  of  their  lawiU  in- 
dnrtry,  and  to  go  pan  vomu  with  Great  Briti^D 
in  BSB^tiiig  a  right  to  the  country.  The  British 
htve  Qime  posts  there ;  let  ns  have  ours  to  pro- 
tect OQT  cildzens  from  the  violence  to  which 
they  are  now  exposed.  The  British,  by  an  act 
of  Parliament,  of  1821,  have  extended  theb 
crrij  and  oriminal  Jurisdiction  to  all  the  parts  of 
Amerioa,  not  belonging  to  other  powers,  and 
not  within  the  civil  Jurisdiction  of  any  of  the 
United  States.  What  shall  we  do  to  keep  pace 
with  this  measure?  The  Britjah  Qovemment 
has  objected  to  the  establishment  of  a  territo- 
rial gOTCmment,  and  yet  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  one 
of  his  letters,  observes,  that  "  it  was  suggested 
(by  bim)  and  seemed  to  be  acquiesced  in,  that 
the  diffionltr  might  be  obviated,  provided  the 
wectioD  of  a  new  territory  was  not  confined 
oelmiTely  to  the  territory  west  of  the  monn- 
tiins ;  that  it  should  be  defined  as  embracing 
■11  the  powesmona  of  the  United  Btates  west  of 
■  line  that  should  be  at  some  distance  fi^om  land 

St  of  the  Stony  Honntain^' 


aoo'a  Bay  Oompany.  Under  a  nominal  Joint 
oecnpaacy,  they  monopolize  It.  They  are  uiere 
in  gnat  numbers :  armed,  of  course ;  supported 
by  a  chain  of  forts ;  and  whenever  the  American 
trappers,  comparatively  few  in  number,  and 
nueapported  by  any  forts,  make  their  appear- 
niee  they  are  driven  off,  and  if  thej  make  re- 
Mtance,  are  killed,  I  have  been,  within  a  few 
4ayL  informed  by  a  gentleman,  whose  name, 
if  I  felt  at  liberty  to  give  it,  would  command  the 
nipect  of  every  member  of  the  committee, 
that  among  die  latest  aooonnta  from  this  region 
■re^  that  eight  Americans  have  been  shot  by 
the  British  banters.  If  it  has  happened  in  the 
Finnish  that  a  British  hunter  has  been  shot  by 


and  carry  him  for  his  trial  to  the  seat  of  Justic« 
in  Upper  Canada.  This  act  of  1891,  while  it 
excepts  Americans  from  the  operation  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  trade  granted  to  British  sub- . 
Jeots,  does  not  except  them  from  the  civil  and 
criminal  Jurisdiction  conferred  by  that  act  on 
the  British  courts. 

Will,  then,  those  courts  protect  our  citizens  t 
Ought  we  to  leave  onr  citizens  to  their  proteo- 
ticm  t  Ought  wo  to  forbid  out  citizens  from 
goin^  into  the  territory!  *j  And  this,  while 
British  subjects  are  protected  in  a  free  range  I 
I  aro,  sir,  for  allowing  onr  citizens  to  go,  and 
for  protecting  them  while  they  are  there :  and 
though  there  most  be  some  difficulties  and 
anomalies,  in  the  arrangements  to  be  made,  in 
a  region  so  cironmstanced,  it  cannot  be  ihat  the 
oonvention  was  intended  to  debar  this  Qovem- 
ment from  protecting  its  citizens,  in  those  privi- 
leges stipulated  by  it,  and  now  monopolized  by 
the  hunters  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oompany. 

Our  negotiator  strenuously  refused  to  agree 
to  any  express  stipnlation,  which  should  pro- 
hibit us  from  taking  poa^eselon  of  the  territory, 
now  in  reality  poseeesed,  and  eiduaively  pos- 
sessed, bj  apowerfnl  chartered  British  company. 
But  if  it  should  appear,  that  the  other  party  to 
the  convention  denies  onr  right  to  do  what  it 
has  done,  and  is  doing  itself,  tiien  the  oonrse  to 
be  pursued  is  open.  The  bill  names  no  time 
when  the  posseeeion  shall  commence.  And  the 
convention  stipulates  for  a  mutual  liberty  to 
either  party,  to  recede,  at  twelve  months'  no- 
tice. Should  we  thus  recede,  we  shall  stand 
in  no  respect  worse,  and  in  some  reepects  bet- 
ter, than  we  now  stand.  The  territory  is,  on 
the  theory  of  Great  Britain,  unoccupied,  and 
open  to  the  first  comer ;  and  she  admits  our 
right  to  establish  any  settiement,  which  does 
not  interfere  with  any  settlement  of  hers. 

Should  the  suggestion  I  had  the  honor  to 
m^e  in  the  committee,  some  days  ago,  be  ap- 
proved by  the  House,  and  the  northern  botm- 
dary  be  brought  down  from  the  &4°  40'  of  north 
latitude,  to  the  49°,  the  bill  wilL  in  fact,  be  a 
very  conciliatory  one.  Our  undoubted  right 
to  the  whole  territory,  from  42°  to  the  Bnssian 
boundary,  is  admitted  by  every  genfleman 
who  has  spoken  on  the  subject.  If  we  fis  the 
boundary  at  49°,  we  In  &ot  give  up  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  territory. 

My  opinion  Is  clear,  that  something  decisive 
onght  to  be  done  by  the  way  of  vindicating  onr 
title.  The  British  Ooveniment  disalaims  the 
defflgn  of  colonizing  the  country,  bnt  it  is  rin>id- 
ly  settiing  by  their  hnnters.  The  British  official 
statement^  annexed  to  the  protocol  of  the  sixth 
conference  with  Ur.  Gallat^  sets  forth,  that, 
"  in  the  interior  of  the  territciy  in  question, 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  have  nad,  for 
many  years,  nitmawu  ttttlemenU  and  trsiding 
posts ;  severd  of  these  pori«  on  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  Golombia  itself;  some  to  the 
northwatd,  and  others  to  the  southward  of  that 
river."  Into  this  territory,  In  fiaot,  an  American 
oiljzen  cannot  safely  enter.    This  we  know, 
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from  tho  natare  of  tliingB ;  from  the  Mstory  of 
tbe  contests  between  the  two  rival  comptmies 
in  Canada,  before  their  junotion ;  and  from 
positive  tekimonf.  Witb  each  a  joint  occa- 
panc7,  Great  Britwn  may  well  bo  Batisfied ;  bnt 
it  is,  in  fact,  an  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  whole  temtorj. 

I  am  clear,  then,  tb at  the  opinion  of  this  Con* 
gresa  ought  to  bo  beard.  As  yet  we  have  done 
nothing  but  negotiate.  The  gentleman  from 
Tonnesaee  saja,  perhaps  a  negotiation  is  now  on 
foot.  It  is  possible ;  bnt  we  have  no  partion- 
lar  reason  to  soppose  that  such  is  the  case.  And 
if  it  were,  what  will  it  avail  nst  TheEzecntive 
alone  cannot  settle  this  qneatioD.  Foreign 
Oovemmenta  bnow  very  well  the  organization 
of  ours.  They  know  that  the  Ejecntive  has 
ao  power,  unsapported  by  Congress.  What 
can  we  gdnby  a  protracted  negotiation,  onanp- 
port«d  by  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  Legiala- 
tare,  and  of  the  people  as  represented  in  it  I 
For  these  reasons  (said  Mr,  £.}  we  ought  to 
take  the  matter  in  hand.  I  am  willing,  for  tbe 
present,  to  confine  my^lf  to  those  acts  of  oc- 
cupancy JQ  which  the  Briti^  Qovemment  has 
preceded  us,  and  of  which,  of  course,  it  cannot 
compMn.  If  it  should  (which  I  will  not  believe) 
go  farther,  and  insist  on  taming  into  a  mo- 
nopoly by  right,  which  has  been  too  long  a 
monopoly  in  fact,  I  sbooldthen  feelpreparedto 
renonnce  the  convention,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  its  stipulations,  and  take  proper 
measures  to  munbun  the  title  of  the  nation, 
and  the  rights  of  our  citizens  in  the  territory. 

Tttbsdat,  December  80. 
Oeeupation  qf  tlie  Oregon  Siver. 

The  House  went  into  Oomniitl«e  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took  up 
the  biU  to  authorize  the  occnpation  of  the 
Oregon  River. 

Mr.  MiTOBBLL,  of  Tennessee,  etai,  it  conld 
not  be  pretended  by  any  advocate  of  this  bill, 
that  our  country  is  qppreesed  by  an  excessive 
population,  too  dense  for  the  eztent  of  onr  ter- 
ritory,  and  hence,  that  it  has  become  necessary 
to  give  on  outlet  to  those  restless  spirits,  who, 
as  appears,  are  willing  to  go  into  that  sterile, 
snowy,  and  moontainona  country,  fit  only  for 
the  abode  of  mounttun  goats,  and  wild  beasts 
the  most  ferooioua— a  ooantiy  inhabited  by  the 
most  degraded  of  human  beings ;  roamed  over 
by  a  set  of  beings  who  live  by  accident  rather 
than  by  design,  and  who  are  constantly  en- 
gaged in  combaUng  the  elements  and  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  foreeta,  their  common  enemy — a 
country  where  nothing  was  to  be  procured,  and 
where  nothina  awmted  the  infatuated  adven- 
turers who  visited  it,  bnt  wretchedness  and 
luin,  and  all  the  horrors  of  savage  life.  When 
(said  Mr.  M.)  we  contemplate  that  vast  extent 
of  fertile  territory  which  spreads  to  the  east 
and  south  of  the  Rooky  Mountuns,  adapted  to 
all  the  purposes  of  aarionltDre,  and  inviting  to 
industry  a£d  enterprise,  we  may  well  be  led  to 


wonder  what  can  induce  any  adventurer  to 
seek  the  inhospitable  regions  of  Ore^n,  nnkoa, 
indeed,  he  wiabes  to  be  a  savage ;  to  cot  loose 
those  nlken  cords,  and  rend  asunder  all  those 
golden  links  which  bind  man  to  the  enjoyment 
of  civilized  society,  and  to  take  refoge  among 
the  refuse  and  outcasts  of  Asia,  A&ica,  Fnropej. 
and  America ;  to  forsake  the  haunts  of  civilized 
men,  and  find  bis  pleasure  in  the  porenit  of  the 
elk  and  t£e  bear.  We  are  told  that,  in  that 
conntry,  there  is  a  body  of  adventurers,  a 
thoDsaiid  strong,  who  have  come  ttxan  the  or- 
ganized Government  of  England,  and  whose 
object,  doubtless,  is  much  more  to  rid  them- 
selves of  what  they  conndered  the  bnrtheu  of 
the  yoke  of  civilization,  than  to  reap  any  fancied 
benefitswhichtbeyderived  from  the  vagrant  life 
they  lead  in  that  sterile  and  deaolate  region. 
At  what  period  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  the 
population  of  this  happy  repabhc  will  have 
filled  Dp  the  extent  of  foir  and  fertile  territory 
wliioh  spreads  within  our  present  boundaries  t 
At  whatdistantday  will  the  pursuits  of  a^onl- 
tnre,  and  all  the  train  of  tne  meohanio  arts, 
have  fully  taken  possession  of  this  immense  re- 
gion! Sir,  that  period  is  so  distsnt  tiiat  no 
gentleman  of  the  most  prol^  mind  can  ever 
look  forward  to  it .  Not  even  within  the  reach 
of  fancy  itself  can  the  advocates  of  this  biU 
point  out  the  time  when  the  Oregon  territory 
will  reqnire  to  be  organized  as  a  receptacle  ol 
an  overfiowing  multitude,  which  finds  itself  too 
closely  pent  within  the  limits  of  the  present 
Btates  and  territories  of  our  bappy  Union. 

But  it  has  l>een  eaii,  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  we  ought  to  take  possession  of  this  terri- 
tory, becanse,  if  we  do  not,  some  other  power 
certainly  wili.  Well,  sir,  and  suppose  they 
should,  what  shall  we  lose  1  What  disadvantage 
shall  we  suffer!  It  is  a  territory  which  wa 
ought  never  to  inhabit,  and  which  I  hope  we 
never  shall  inhabit  Why !  In  the  first  place, 
because  it  is  sitaated  at  such  an  immeasurable 
distance — hnndreds,yeathoasandsofmi]esfroin 
our  seat  of  Qovemment ;  insomuoh  that  there 
never  can,  or  will  be,  any  intervening  links 
sufficient  to  nnite  it  with  tlie  residne  of  onr 
country.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  conceiT& 
if  we  ever  do  plant  a  colony  there,  that  it  will 
ever  form  a  part  and  parcel  of  this  Government. 
I  do  not  wish  to  characterize  the  project  with 
harshness,  nor  do  I  intend  any  personal  disre- 
spect to  its  friends,  when  I  am  construned  to 
declare  that,  to  me,  it  appears  a  wild  and 
visionary  project  It  is  a  conntry  that  we  can 
never  have  any  thing  more  than  a  parental  care 
over,  and  one  which  will  return  us  no  benefits 
st  all  oommensorate  with  the  expense  and  socri- 
fioea  indispensable  to  onr  settling  and  holding 
it.  Grant  that  it  should  be  posseased  by  some 
other  power,  what  harm  can  result  to  ust 
What  valoable  interest  have  we  there,  which 
requires  our  taking  possession  of  it!  As  to 
hunting,  that  onr  citizens  can  and  do  engage  in 
at  present;  and  as  to  the  immense  quantities  of 
oil  and  fur  that  have  been  talked  ol^  and  the 
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notioD,  BtiU  mora  tidionlons,  of  its  giving  na  a 
oommerdsl  onUet  to  the  Auatio  oowt,  it  has 
bat  little  ireight  in  m;  mind.  From  hence  to 
the  Or^on  i^ver  is  a  distance  of  five  Qioiisaiid 
miles.  It  ia  a  oomkby  from  vluoh  wa  shall 
never  export  any  thing  of  value,  or  import  to 
anj  oonsiderable  unonnt,  We  may,  indeed, 
brinjt  some  Mwall  amoimt  of  goods  into  tho  nar- 
row Hid  miaarable  strip  of  territory  which  ia- 
tarrenee  between  the  monntaim  and  the  sea; 
bat  it  ia  atrade  which  can  never  be  disseminated 
in  its  benefits  thronsh  theUnited  States.  The 
vasts  profits  of  whicn  we  have  been  told,  never 
viU  b«  realised.  But,  if  thej  could,  will  they 
be  «qaal  in  amonnt  to  the  vast  expenditure  in- 
separable from  setting  np  and  maiotuning  a 
oolonj  in  saoh  a  eomitrf  aoA.  at  such  a  distance  1 
An  expenditnre,  not  of  monej  merely,  bat  of 
human  life ;  of  the  lives  of  our  enterprising 
citizens,  whom  we  onght  not  to  gratiij  in  the 
mad  ambition  of  seeking  an  early  grave. 

I  never  doubtad  the  vaUdity  of  our  title  to  that 
tcnitory.  It  is  fonnded  on  the  provisions  of 
OUT  treatiea  with  Spain  and  KoMia,  and 
strengthened  by  the  &ct  of  the  priority  of  ow 
discoveries.  Our  olaim  is,  in  my  Judgment, 
perfectly  incontrovertible,  from  latitude  12  to 
49,  and  consider  it  aa  good  even  to  the  latitude 
ot  S4°  40'  north,  although,  with  rwpect  to  this 
latter  pait  of  the  ooast,  I  do  not  view  our  title 
as  quite  so  clear.  Bat  is  there  any  neoesaity 
tor  oor  occupying  all  the  territory  we  claim ) 
If  that  were  neoessaiy,  why  did  not  the  old 
thirteen  States  send  our  troops  to  take  posses- 
uon  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  t  For  that, 
too,  be  it  remembered,  was  darned,  and  par- 
tijly  occupied,  by  a  foreign  power.  But  they 
djd  no  SQch  thing.  They  believed  their  title 
-WAS  good  and  sumcient,  and  they  did  not  oon- 
Hder  it  necessary  to  strengthen  it  by  actual 
poeeesaion.  And  I  ask  yon,  sir,  what  power  is 
ttiere  which  is  now  attempting  to  hold  the 
oonntry  at  the  month  of  the  Oolnmbia  I  Not 
Great  Britain :  for  she  formally  surrendered  to 
OS  the  only  post  we  dmmed  to  possess  in  that 
country,  fior  does  she  hold  possession  of  it 
i^ainst  oor  efforts :  for  there  have  no  persons 
come  from  the  United  States  to  occupy  it.  The 
British  occcpy  it  in  no  other  way  than  the 
Aiaatics  do,  and  the  French,  and  the  Holland- 
en,  and  all  other  people,  who  are  there,  leading 
a  roaming  and  onaettled  life  without  any  fixed 
habitation.  It  is  true,  that,  at  the  sngzestion 
of  Capt.  Mc£enzie,  a  visionary.  Great  Britain 
did  confer  certun  rights  npon  the  Northwest 
or  findsoD  Company;  bnt  elie  claims  no  right 
of  posaession  as  against  us,  and,  by  the  treaty 
of  1818,  she  stipulates  that  the  country  shall ' 
left  open  to  both  parties.  Our  claims  can 
fidly  snlwtaatiBted,  and  let  them  be  settled  by 
amicable  negotiation.  This  is  far  better  than 
to  attempt  to  maintain  them  by  planting  a  col- 
cwiy  in  that  inhospitable  region.  Such  acolony. 
once  planted,  moat  be  protected.  If  you  hoifl 
oat  to  your  citizens  iuduoementa  to  leave  their 
homes,  is  the  bosom  of  dvilized  society,  by 


making  to  them  donations  of  laud  In  a  distant 
ion,  you  are  bonnd  when  they  accept  your 

jf,  to  protect  them  in  their  new  possesions. 

and  this  protection  mnat  be  sufficient  to  guard 
them  ogEunst  the  attacks,  not  only  of  all  foreign 

Sowers,  but  of  a  body  of  more  tiian  two  hun- 
red  thousand  Indians,  who  are  wandering  in 
the  region  beyond  the  Council  BlnSs.  It  has, 
indeed,  been  said  that  these  are  nothing  but  un- 
armed savages,  naked,  imbecile,  and  worthy  of 
no  consideration.  But,  sir,  so  it  was  thought 
by  those  who  attempted  the  conquest  of  South 
America.  They  too  were  unacquainted  with 
ise  of  fire  arms  and  ignorant  of  £nropeaa 
taotios,  Tet  they  made  up  by  their  nnmbers  for 
the  want  of  arms,  and,  like  ewanns  of  mosqui- 
toes, though  individually  feeble,  were  enabled, 
from  their  numbers,  to  harass  their  opponents; 
and  in  coming  down  in  endless  multitudes  up<»i 
a  handful  oi  men,  however  well  armed,  they 
succeeded  in  utterly  exterminating  them.  A 
similar  fate  would  threaten  your  colony,  and 
before  yon  could  render  them  any  effectual  aid, 


look  for  a  moment  at  the  vast  expense  of  plant- 
ing, arming,  and  mainteining  a  colony,  at  suoh 
a  vast  distance  from  the  rest  of  the  republic 
Who  baa  forgotten,  or  con  forget  the  expe^- 
tion  once  pri^ected  tothe  Yellow  Stone  Rivert 
The  result  of  that  project  stands  as  a  beaorai 
before  our  eyes.  Bnt  three  boats  ascended  the 
Missouri ;  they  travelled  a  distance  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fiJty  miles,  earned  three  hnndred  men, 
and  in  all  but  two  hnndred  and  twenty  tons 
burthen,  and  this  cost  the  United  States  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars;  thatis^ 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  head.  No  one 
who  would  not  be  desirous  of  preparing  a  pre- 
matnre  grave  for  Uieir  followers,  would  think 
of  taking  less  than  four  hnndred  men  a  distance 
of  between  three  and  four  thousand  miles  from 
the  month  of  the  Missoori,  to  take  and  hold 
poasesuon  of  the  country.  To  send  less  than 
that  nnmber  would  be  totally  useless :  for  we 
have  heard  it  stated  Uiat  the  British  have  in  that 
oonntry  a  body  of  men  mora  than  a  tbousasd 
strong,  beffldea  all  the  Indian  forces  over  whom 
they  exert  an  inflnenoe.  Send  the  lightest 
pieces  of  artillery  that  you  can  procure,  and 
send  with  them  provi»ons  to  support  the  garri- 
son for  twelve  months,  and  the  expense  will  not 
amount  to  less  than  one  million  two  hnndred 
thousand  dollars — an  expense  which  never  will 
be  rep^d  by  those  imaginary  benefits  with 
which  gentlemen  had  amused  themseWes  and 
the  Honse.  Believing  this,  I  am  utterly  op- 
posed to  the  whole  project. 

Mr.  GoKEUf,  of  Massachusetts,  siud,  the  sub- 
stantial questiOD  for  the  committee  to  determine, 
he  took  to  be  this :  Whether  any  such  change 
has  occurred  in  the  relations  of  this  country  to 
England,  or  to  any  other  portion  of  the  world, 
as  required  na  to  assume  a  new  attitude,  and  to 
pnrsue  a  different  policy  from  what  we  had 
hitherto  done,  in  relation  to  the  country  on  the 
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northwest  coast  of  this  continent  t  It  seemed 
to  him  extraordinarjj  After  the  tweat  oonfir- 
mation  of  the  convention  of  181 S,  and  while  no 
oompluDts  ore  made  of  an^  infraction  of  Qie 
terms  of  that  oonTention  b7  England,  that 
gentlemen  should  urge  this  QoTemmeut^  with 
go  little  notice,  to  take  a  new  stand  in  rdation 
to  the  Or^OD  River.  Gentlemen  who  oallad 
on  Oongresa  to  take  soch  a  step,  were  snrelj 
bonnd  to  bring  forward  some  good  reason  in 
support  of  iL  In  his  Judgment,  it  was  reason 
eoongh  for  voting  against  enoh  a  bill  aa  this, 
that  all  things  respecting  the  tarritorf  in  ques- 
tion are  now  preciselj  in  the  same  BitoaUon 
as  they  have  been  for  twelve  jean  past.  If 
genUemen  have  anj  new  information  on  the 
sobjoot,  if  they  can  lay  new  and  important  facte 
before  this  committee,  Mr,  Q.  said  he  was  pro- 
pared  to  ^ve  them  all  the  attention  they  de- 
served, u  they  vent  to  show  that  onr  trade 
in  those  eeas  odled  for  new  and  additional  pro- 
tection, he  shonld  be  willing  to  accord  it ;  bnt 
as  now  informed,  he  was  inclined  to  bcJteve 
that,  so  far  as  the  mercantile  int«rest  in  New 
EnsJand  was  concerned,  the  people  were  per- 
fecUy  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  things. 
It  was  impossible  they  afaonld  be  so  with  we 
pnnect  contdned  in  this  hilL 

As  to  the  Oolnmbia  Biver  it»I^  it  was  well 
known  to  be  a  stream  of  the  most  difficulty 
liazardons,  and  impracticable  navigation ;  and 
the  coasts  at  its  month  was  a  region  of  storms 
and  tempests — a  rocky,  iron-boond  coast — the 
dread  and  terror  of  the  mariner.  To  talk  of  a 
fort  in  such  a  region,  for  the  protection  of  onr 
commerce,  was  idle.  If  any  fort  was  to  be 
erected  there,  instead  of  being  at  the  month  of 
the  Oolnmbis  Biver,  its  tnie  porition  was  in 
48°  or  49°  north,  in  what  was  called  the  Bomid 
or  Btraits  of  SL  John  de  Fnca.  There,  there 
was,  indeed,  a  good  harbor ;  hot  as  to  Colombia 
River,  he  was  told  by  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
navigators  he  had  ever  known,  and  who  was 
experimentally  acqnainted  with  the  navigation 
of  that  entire  region,  that  there  was  no  harbor 
of  more  dangerons  entrance.  Great  difflonlty 
was  almost  always  experienced,  either  in  enter- 
ing or  in  leaving  it ;  and  vessels  had  been  lost 
in  the  attempt.  So  &r,  therefore,  as  this  fort 
was  int«nded  for  the  protection  of  onr  trade  by 
sea,  the  prt^ject  mnat  fejl  entirely.  For  the  for 
trade,  no  sach  fort  was  needed.  The  commlttoe 
had  witneeaed  a  dedded  opposition  in  the  rep- 
resentative of  that  interest,  (Hr.  Bates,  of  Mis- 
Bonri,)  to  the  whde  plan.  This  was  enough 
for  him.  If  the  very  people  who  are  engaged 
in  this  pnrsuit,  and  who  ought  to  be  the  best 
jud^s  of  their  own  interests,  express  not  only 
mdifferenoe,  but  aotnal  opposition  to  the  bill, 
there  can  snrely  be  no  need  that  the  nation 
shonld  take  a  new  attitude  with  foreign  powers 
to  protect  them.  If  the  ol^eot  is,  to  give  & 
Government  sanction  to  the  far  trade  in  that 
region,  all  that  was  necessary  wonid  be  to  pass 
an  act  authorizing  the  Missonri  Company,  or 
the  hunters  of  Hichigan,  to  trade  on  the  Colum- 
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bia  Biver.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  easy  to  give 
to  some  ftar  company  the  privilege  of  the  trwle ; 
and.  in  bo  doing,  you  wiU  go  aa  far,  and  not 
Eutner,  than  Great  Britain  has  done.  Thb 
would  meet  the  case  which  his  honorable  ool~  ' 
league,  (Ht.Evxbbtt,)  with  whom  he  relnctant- 
ly  dif^ed  in  optai<m,  ini}R>osed  to  exist,  viz  .- 
that  the  British  nir  traders  do  now  exclude  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  exercise  an  exclusive 
Jnrisdiction  over  the  conntiy. 

Mr.  BiosiBDBon  said,  it  was  always  with  re- 
Inctanoe  that  he  occupied  a  moment  of  the  tune 
of  the  Honee ;  but  having  been  a  member  of 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  under  con- 
sideratioD,  he  deemed  it  his  dnty  to  state  his 
reasons  for  assenting  to  it.  To  settle,  in  my 
own  jndgment,  the  question  of  right  to  occupy, 
aa  propped,  the  Oregcm  River  and  tetA^oTf, 
I  examined  with  care  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  Cnited  States  atid 
that  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  that  question. 
The  evidence  in  the  case  led  ma  to  the  Mmoln- 
sioD,  that  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
those  possessions  was  perfect  After  availing 
myself  of  all  the  soconntA  given  of  the  river  and 
territory  by  navigators  and  travellers  of  the 
most  respectable  diaracter,  I  oonld  not  donbt 
the  expediency  of  the  proposed  occupation. 
Bnt  the  desoriptiona  eiven  yesterday,  by  gen~ 
tiemen  on  the  opposite  side,  of  the  Oregon 
Biver  and  territory,  have  almost  shaken  my 
oonfldence  in  the  correctnees  of  the  judgment  I 
had  formed.  Tbey  have  describea  the  terri- 
tory as  a  region  of  desolatioa,  the  river  unnavi- 
gable,  the  whole  claim  as  worse  than  worthleaa, 
and,  as  it  would  seem,  even  reproachful  to  its 
antbor.  How  are  these  contradictory  state- 
ments to  be  accounted  for?  Tboae  who  hava 
navigated  the  river  and  traversed  the  regioni 
from  the  Rocky  Uounhuns  to  the  Pacific,  nava 
repree^ited  the  conntry  as  luxuriant  and  bean- 
tjiol.  Sir,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  hav- 
ing read  the  speeches  in  Congress  on  the  qoeft. 
tion  of  the  acquisition  of  Loninana,  when  that 
questimi  was  pending.  The  most  horritde 
pictures  of  that  country  were  drawn  in  Con- 
gress, and  spread  before  the  Union,  to  deter  the 
Government  from  the  acquisition.  And,  tat,  I 
have  read  accounts  published  by  fordgn  trav- 
ellers, and  which  were  spread  throu|ih  Europe, 
describing  the  whole  of  the  United  States  aa  a 
country  fit  to  be  inhabited  by  none  bnt  wild 
beasts  and  savages.  Of  such  accounts  there 
were  latent  oansea,  which  time  has  unfolded. 
Before  the  face  of  the  world,  events  have  com- 
tradicted  those  aooonnts.  Sorely  the  statements 
of  gentlemen  on  all  udes,  of  what  they  have 
not  seen,  are  to  be  received  with  caution. 

The  facts  and  arguments  which  induce  me  to 
support  the  bill,  I  will  give  in  as  few  words  as 
practicable.  The  evidence  on  which  this  Gov- 
ernment rests  its  claims  to  the  Or^^n  Biver 
and  territory,  demands  the  first  attention.  The 
bill  ^oposes  to  occupy  a  territory  bounded  by 
the  United  States  in  an  ei(«nt  of  more  than 
twelve  degrees  of  latitude,  and  spreading,  in  fba 
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nine  extent  westward,  to  the  Pacifio  Ooean, 
embracing  about  sixteen  degrees  of  lon^tnde. 
Tbe  coatignit;,  situation,  extent,  and  reaooroea, 
rfthat  territory',  render  it  neoewarily  an  object 
of  ^reat  interest  to  the  United  States.  The 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  Oregon  River 
ud  territory  havins  been  strennonal;  oontro- 
T«Tted  bj  the  Brimh  Oovemment^  and  thej 
being  now  in  the  actual  oeonpation  of  that  Got- 
enuoeot,  the  mearore  proposed  b;  this  bill 
requires  HOirnd  deliberation  and  a  patient  ezam- 
iutioD  of  fkcts.  The  claim  set  op  hy  this  bill 
will  eipose  this  Qovenunent  to  a  controrersj 
nitb  DO  other  than  that  of  Great  Britain. 
France,  Spain,  and  Roasia,  have,  by  treaty,  ei- 
pnaaly  relinqaisbad  their  claims  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  claim  the  Spanish  Gov- 
tnunent  had  vesting  an  incontestable  light. 
Tins  Qovemment  ia,  then,  required  to  estaUish 
its  right  to  that  river  and  territory  against  any 
claims  set  np  by  Great  Britain. 

After  examining  all  the  sources  of  evidence 
to  which  I  oonld  find  aooesa,  I  am  satisfied  of 
the  right  of  tbia  Government  to  the  extent  of 
territory  claimed  by  the  bill.  Admitting  the 
Tight  of  sovereignty,  as  claimed  by  the  bm,  to 
be  established,  t£is  question  next  presses  apon 
the  attention  of  the  committee  :  Is  it  expedient 
now  to  pasa  this  bill )  To  settle  this  qneetion, 
a  comparison  of  the  valne  of  the  ^oseeeeion 
eliimed,  with  the  cost  of  the  enterpnse,  onght 
to  be  made.  The  territory  of  Oregon  is  nearly 
tight  hnndred  miles  square ;  or,  in  other  wordl 
<U  area  contdns  not  less  than  six  hundred  and 
Ibr^  thonaand  sqnare  miles,  Oaptajna  Lewis 
ud  Clarke  describe  the  branches  of  the  Oregon 
•a  passing  thronsh  extensive  basins  of  land,  re- 
sonbUng  the  table  lands  in  8onth  America. 
1^  great  basin  of  the  Oregon  proper  is  nearly 
nine  hondred  miles  in  len^h,  and  fonr  hundred 
Bnke  in  mean  breadth.  Ia  that  conntry,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  asserted  on  this  floor,  of  no 
nloet  What  is  the  testimony  of  the  most  im- 
wtial  witnesses,  who,  with  their  own  eyes,  ■ 
hive  seen  the  coontry,  and  in  oircnmstancea  by 
aomeaua  flattering!  The  different  navigators 
Bid  travellers,  of  highest  respectability,  who 
live  Tinted  the  northwest  const,  ooncur  in  their 
desi^ptjons  of  the  climate,  soil,  and  prodnc- 
tions,  of  that  fine  country. 

The  forebodings  which  were  opposed  to  the 
Mjoi^tion  of  Louisiana,  have  been,  as  I  con- 
MivB,  happily  answered  by  experience.  Had 
not  Loaisiana  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  there  is  great  probsbility,  that, 
«Pe  this  time,  powerful  rival  States  would  have 
nisted  there,  to  vex  this  Union  with  the  vicis- 
Btndes  of  war  and  revolution,  and  with  all  the 
troubles  that  ambitions  and  turbulent  neighbors 
i*™  power  to  cause.  A  glance  of  thought  on 
the  course  of  events  cannot  hot  awaken  feelings 
of  veneration  for  the  name  of  that  great  states- 
Bun  to  whose  wisdom  this  Union  ia  so  much 
indebted  for  results  so  happy  as  have  been 
realized,  in  our  own  time,  from  the  acquisition 
4  that  oountry.    8ir,  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
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that  neither  the  Uoited  Btates  nor  Orest  Britain 
bIibII  change  the  political  condition  of  the  terri- 
torj  from  what  it  was  when  the  convention 
was  ratified.  'Ha  an  anqneationable  principle 
of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  that  goT- 
ernments  are  bound  to  protect  their  oitizena — 
'tis  for  this  purpose  that  goTenunents  are 
formed.  All  that  I  propose  to  accomplish  b; 
this  l>ill  is,  to  aSbrd  the  proteotian  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  those  of  onr  citizens  who  perma- 
nently or  teroporsrily  reside  in  the  territory 
referred  to.  The  protection  which  is  dae  to 
its  citieeoB  by  the  Government,  is  not  impaired 
by  distance,  by  inhospitality  of  cl!mat«,  or  ste- 
rility of  soiL  It  prevuls  amidst  the  wilds  of 
the  forest,  and  the  iroien  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
as  powerfully  as  in  the  fertile  plains  of  the 
West,  and  the  popnions  cities  of  the  North. 
The  United  States,  under  its  influence,  have 
established  forts  and  Ksrrisons  to  protect  the 
persons  and  property  of  onr  citizens  upon  the 
frontiers ;  and  tfiey  annually  despatch  squad- 
rons, for  the  same  object,  to  the  Uediterranean, 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Whether  an  American  citizen  be  traversing  the 
ocean,  or  driving  his  ploughshare  into  the 
ground  —  whether  he  bo  in  pursuit  of  gain 
abroad,  or  cultivating  his  farm  at  homo,  he  is 
equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  Govern- 
ment. The  British  settlers,  in  what  1  shall 
term  the  territory  of  Oregon,  ^for  tho^want  of 
a  known  appellation  distingnishmg  the  territory 
npon  the  northwest  coast  of  America  in  dispute 
between  Great  BritEun  and  ourselves,)  are 
already  protected.  They  have  the  security 
which  is  mmJEJied  by  soldiers  and  by  fortresses ; 
whether  these  fortresses  be  garrisoned  by  regu- 
lar British  troops,  or  by  the  armed  men  of 
chartered  companies,  is  immaterial — both  are 
equally  the  soldiers  of  Great  Britain.  Protected 
by  them,  British  subjects  are  now,  not  only  en- 
gaged in  the  commerce  of  our  country,  but  they 
almost  eocross  it.  Should  similar  protection 
be  afforded  to  our  citiienB,  (which  onr  Govern- 
ment has  the  same  right  to  grant  as  Qreat 
Britam  has,)  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  their 
hardihood  and  sagacity,  that  they  would  divide 
with  tlie  British  the  profits  of  a  lucrative  traffic. 
Without  prot^tion,  our  citizens  must  relinquish 
their  pursuits,  in  a  barbarous  region,  where 
they  would  be  regarded  as  formidable  competi- 
tors, and  consequently  be  exposed  to  all  the  in- 
juries which  they  would  be  subjected  to  from 
unrestrained  cupidity  and  power.  We  have 
recently  heard  of  eight  Amencans  having  faJlen 
victims  to  the  bloody  veugeanoe  of  rival  tra- 
ders. Such  examples  must  put  a  slop  to  their 
progress. 

Before  the  late  war,  the  Americans  nearly 
monopolized  the  trade  of  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon. Upon  the  bank  of  the  river  was  a  settle- 
ment belougiug  to  an  enlightened  and  enter- 
prising citizen  of  New  York,  which  was  sur- 
rounded by  fortifications,  and  defended  by 
armed  men  in  hb  pay.  This  gentleman  carried 
on  an  extensive  commerce  with  the  natives. 


nntil  a  British  force  landed  and  expelled  his 
men  from  th^  possessions,  the  site  of  which 
had  been  purchased  fVom  the  Indians.  His 
agent,  unfortunately,  from  an  apprehension  of 
personal  danger,  or  from  some  other  motivs, 
sold  the  site  to  a  British  snbject ;  consequently, 
although,  under  the  treaty  of  peace,  all  the 
country  which  had  been  conquwed  by  either 
party  was  motually  restored,  yet  these  pOBsea- 
sion^  being  private  property,  were  ret^ned 
by  the  British  purchaser.  Since  then^  com- 
paratively few  of  our  citizens  resort  to  tne  ter* 
ritory  and  nearly  the  whole  of  il«  profitable 
trade  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  chartered 
British  company,  exercising  there  the  sole 
militaiy  power,  and  an  unlimited  sway  over 
the  Indian  inhabitants.  Thelndiana,  instigated, 
as  has  been  strongly  suspected,  by  the  arts  of 
this  company,  have  frequently  murdered  onr 
defenceless  traders.  Were  our  traders  sustuned 
by  the  military  arm  of  the  Government;  they 
would  resume  their  former  avocations,  and  if 
tbey  could  not  again  acquire  the  largest  ^ar« 
of  tiie  advantages  peculiar  to  these  regions,  tbey 
would  doubtless  possess  themselves  of  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  them.  That  the  exports  from 
thence  are  of  great  value,  is  a  fact  not  contro- 
verted. This  haa  been  very  satisfactorily 
proved  to  us  by  the  statements  of  tlie  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Flotb,)  and  by  lie  reports 
of  other  gentlemen  of  this  House,  who  nave 
formerly  been  members  of  tbe  committee 
of  which  he  is  '  chairman.  II  being  unde- 
niable, that  our  citizens,  whose  specolatiODa 
lead  them  to  the  territory  of  Oregon,  are  fat- 
titled  to  the  saccor  of  their  Government ;  and 
it  being  equally  undeniable  that  the  interest  to 
be  protected  is  one  highly  important  to  individ- 
uals, and  therefore  to  the  nation,  opinions  must 
be  unanimous  that  the  proteotian  required 
should  be  granted.  By  granting  it  we  do  no 
more  than  the  British  have  done,  who  cannot 
complain  of  our  following  their  example.  It 
does  not  suit  the  genius,  and  it  is  inoonristent 
with  the  spirit  of  our  constitution,  to  create 
chariiered  companies,  with  civil  or  military 
privileges.  We  ought  to  interpose  in  a  mode 
which  would  be  legitimate,  which  would  be 
subject  t»  no  cavils  or  exceptions,  and  which, 
at  the  same  time,  would  accomplish  what  is 
desired.  No  mode  appears  to  me  to  be  »o  ap- 
propriate as  occupying  commanding  positioiia 
in  die  country,  fortifying  them,  and  defending 
them  with  United  States  soldiers.  If  we  re- 
solve to  give  aid  of  this  kind,  it  ought  to  be 
efficient  An  inadequate  force  will  provoke 
agression,  and  diminish  instead  of  adding  to 
personal  security.  I  allude  not  here  excluuvely 
to  the  violence  of  a  chartered  company,  but  to 
that  of  the  Indians.  Our  citizens,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  tbeir  lawful  pursuits,  in  a  country 
which  is  cMmed  as  rightfully  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  should  be  equally  protected  from 
the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  and  the  bayonet 
of  the  regolar.  To  effect  thia,  it  mi^t  be 
proper  not  to  concentrate  om  troops  at  one  spot, 
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but  to  place  them  in  tiro  or  three  eligible  posi- 
tions. With  onr  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
oonntr;,  before  these  military  poaiUona  can  be 
indicioiisly  eelected,  further  explorations  might 
be  Bgoeaaarj.  A  discretion  alioiild,  therefore, 
be  vested  ia  the  Executive,  to  designate  the 
posts  for  the  troops,  and  the  fcrtreeaes  to  be 
eurisoned  bj  them,  after  he  has  acquired  better 
local  iofonnation,  through  the  means  of  re- 
coonoissancw,  which  he  should  be  authorized 
U> direct;  it  being  provided  that  the  number 
of  soldiers  for  the  expedition  should  not  exceed 
a  ipecified  number.  It  is  to  be  desired,  that 
man  Bhould  alwajs  be  under  the  restraint  of 
Uirs  and  civil  r^nlatioua,  yet  there  are  situa- 
lioTU  in  which  this  desideratum  is  imprsctioa- 
bifl ;  this,  at  present,  ia  the  ease  in  the  territory 
of  Oregon.  It  might  be  said  that  the  laws  of 
Britain  prevail  there ;  but  they  can  only  be  oo- 
eitenave  with  her  dominion ;  and  as  we  do 
not  acknowledge  her  right  to  an;  portion  of 
the  coui^ry,  her  laws  cannot  control  our  citi- 
lens.  However  it  may  be  deprecated,  it  is 
nefertheless  certain,  that  the  only  protection 
wbich  can  be  yielded  is  that  which  is  derived 
from  physical  force.  In  the  territory  of 
Or^on,  tbe  Indians  must  be  awed,  and  the 
lawkas  traders  of  a  chartered  company  be 
kept  in  check  by  the  military,  wbioh  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  sufficiently  nomerona  for  these 
purposes.  Untjl  then,  our  citizens  mnHt  either 
retire  from  the  country,  or  be  exposed  to  every 
ownmerciat  disadvantage,  and  to  personal  dan- 
ger in  their  intercourse  with  the  Indiana.  Hav- 
ing granted  this  protection,  we  should  not  now 
pTomed  any  fartlier.  When  the  question  of 
title  shall  be  decided,  we  may  then  determine 
what  olhei"  legislative  measures  may  be  ex- 
pedient, in  order  to  ^ve  to  this  territory  a  gov- 
ernment better  ad^ted  to  the  condition  of  civ- 
ilized man. 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  disoha^e  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from 
the  Oregon  bilL  and  to  commit  it  to  the  Com- 
tnittee  on  the  Territories^  with  instructions  to 
report  an  amendment  havmg  for  its  object,  1st. 
The  eitenraon  of  the  civil  or  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  conrta  of  the  territory  of  Michigan 
over  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  are 
or  may  hereafter  be  in  the  country  west  of  the 
Bocky  Moimt^us,  and  between  the  latitudes  of 
ti  deg.  and  44  deg.  40  min.  north  and  west  to 
iht  Pacific  Ocean;  and,  2d.  An  exploration 
and  survey  of  the  Northwest  Coast  of  Ameri- 
ca, between  those  latitudes,  its  bays,  inlets,  and 
harbcH^  aod  of  the  (}olnmbia  River  and  its 
tributones. 

'WaninsnAT,  December  El 

SetrenehToent. 

On  motion  of  Hi.  HAun-Totr,  it  was 

lUtolvtd,  ThM  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee, 

enlitted  "A  report  on  BetrencbmenL"  made  at  the 

'~  '  '  mitled  to  a  Select  Committee, 

>  report,  by  bill  or  othenrise, 


touching  tbe  several  subjects  submitted  by  that 
committee  to  the  HaiiBe. 

In  offering  this  resolve,  Mr.  H,  said  that  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  remind  the  House  that  a  re- 
port had  been  made  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 
That  report  had  been  presented  at  a  very  late 
period,  becanse  the  committee  had  had  such  a 
mass  of  investigation  before  it,  as  to  be  perfect- 
ly overwhelmed  by  its  labors.  In  presenting 
Uiat  report,  he  had  stated  to  the  House  that  the 
oommitt«e  had  not  suf&olent  time  left  to  pre- 
pare the  various  bills  which  would  be  the  le^t- 
imate  consequence  of  the  investigation  tliey 
had  made ;  but  he  had  farther  stated,  that  a 
motion  would  be  made,  early  in  the  present 
session,  to  recommit  the  report,  with  a  view 
that  the  necessary  bills  mi^t  be  prepared  in 
conformity  to  it.  He  was  now  aware  of  the 
sbortiiesB  of  the  present  sasdoUj  but  would  as- 
sure the  House  that  the  requisite  bills  should 
be  prepared  with  all  possible  expedition.  It 
was  not,  however,  the  intention  of^the  oommil^ 
tee  to  press  theee  bills  with  any  improper  im- 
portunity. The  House  could  lake  np  such  of 
them  as  it  might  deem  valuable,  and  would,  iu 
this  respect,  act  its  pleasure.  The  committee 
had  conceived  it  proper  that  the  accounti  of 
the  printers  to  this  House,  for  eight  years  pa.st, 
should  be  investigated,  as  it  had  been  supposed 
by  soma  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  under 
which  the  printing  was  performed  hod  not  been 
strlcUy  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  the  size  of 
the  page  had  been  somewhat  curtfuled.  It  was, 
however,  due  to  the  printers  to  state,  that  tliey 
contended  that  this  alteration  in  the  dimensions 
of  the  page  had  been  made  as  much  from  re- 
gard to  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  tbe 
House,  as  to  their  own,  and  that  the  uiglit  dif- 
ference which  it  occasioned  had  been  abnn- 
dantly  made  np  to  the  public  by  the  manner  in 
which  other  parts  of  the  oontraot  had  been  per- 
formed. Under  these  circumstances,  he  had,  at 
the  last  session,  offered  a  resolntion  that  this 
account  should  be  fUlly  investigated ;  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  the  understanding,  both  of 
the  Honse  and  committee,  that  a  thorougli  ex- 
amination of  it  should  be  had  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  when  time  and  opportnnity  would 
be  afforded  for  taking  the  depositions  of  the 
witnesses,  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Oecjipatioa  of  (he  Oregon  River. 

The  Oregon  bill,  together  with  tbe  motion  of 
Mr.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  to  commit  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  with  instruc- 
tions, coming  up, 

Mr.  Btbomg,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  sor- 
ry to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
very  respectable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jloti))  who 
had  brought  the  bill  into  the  House,  as  well  as 
from  any  other  gentlemen  who  were  its  friends, 
and  for  whose  judgment  he  felt  great  defer- 
ence. And  lest  it  might  be  supposed  by  any  that 
hie  difflcnities  arose  from  any  secret  doubt  ho 
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enUrtMned  as  to  the  vaUdity  andjoatice  of  the 
American  title  to  the  t«mtoT7,  be  would  take 
this  opportnnitj  to  M.j,  that,  so  far  aa  he  had 
been  able  to  examine  the  sobject,  and  waa  ca- 
pable of  Judging,  his  deinded  opinion  was,  that 
the  title  is  in  us :  for,  brieflj,  it  seemed  to  be 
admitted,  generally,  that  the  elder  and  better 
title  to  the  teiritorj  was  in  Spun  and  Rusraa. 
The  convention,  in  17B0,  between  England  and 
Spfdn,  in  relation  to  Nootka  Sound,  contwna  no 
cession  of  sovereigntj  of  snoh  a  kind  as  to 
draw  after  It  the  use  and  ownership  of  the 
oonntry.  As  we,  therefore,  have  the  title  of 
Spain  and  Rasria,  the  better  title  moat  be  in 
ns.  But  this  is  not  now  the  qnestion  befbre 
na.  That  ia  a  part  of  the  general  qaestioii, 
which  this  committee  cannot  tonch.  In  1818, 
the  United  States  and  Great  Brit^  entered 
into  a  coDTention,  the  BobstantiTe  temu  of 
which  are,  that  the  conntrj  aroond  the  Oregon 
Biver,  wiui  all  its  ports,  harbora,  bajs,  crests, 
and  inlets,  is,  and  snail  be,  seonred  to  the  ves- 
sels, citizens,  and  entijects,  of  botli  powera. 
The  convention  says,  in  terms,  that  the  coontrj 
shall  be  "  &ee  and  open  "  to  the  vesaels  and 
dtiiens  of  both  powers. 
Bnt  it  is  said  that  this  atipnlatloti  did  not 

Jirevent  England  from  ext«ndmg,  in  1831,  the 
urisdiction  of  her  laws,  so  far  as  respects  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  the  punishment  of  orimes, 
over  the  whole  of  this  territory,  and  that  this 
is  virtnally  an  act  of  sovereignty,  and  amonnta, 
in  &ct,  to  a  taking  possession  of  it,  and  appro- 
priating tiie  conntry  as  her  own.  It  does  not 
so  strike  me.  But,  at  all  events,  the  conven- 
tdon  was  renewed  snbeequently  to  that  act,  and 
as  renewed,  it  expready  says  that  the  country 
(diaU  be  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  sabjecta, 
and  citiiens,  of  both  powers,  and,  thereby. 
Great  Britun  solemnly  renoonces  any  intention 
to  have  taken  exdnnve  posseerion  of  the  terri- 
tory. These  terms  of  the  convention  are  to 
remua  binding  for  an  indefinite  time,  unless 
twelve  months^  previous  notice  shall  oe  given 
by  one  or  the  other  of  the  contracting  parties. 
This  is  sabseqnent  to  all  the  other  acts  of  Eng- 
land, and,  therefore,  none  of  those  acta  can  h^ 
e leaded  as  annulling  the  convention,  aa  made 
1 1818.  It  is  not  my  wish  said  Ur.  S.,  that 
we  should  even  appear  to  violate  the  faith  of 
the  nation.  Now,  what  does  this  bill  propose! 
To  pot  np  a  military  power  in  the  territory, 
nnder  the  sanction  of  this  Government,    Pos- 


convention ;  but  this  bill  lays  no  such  restric- 
tions. It  defines  the  boundaries  of  the  territo- 
ry aa  covering  the  whole  extent  in  dispute,  and 
going  fi-om  42°  to  Bi"  north.  It  then  goes  on 
to  appoint  a  regular  Government,  with  judges, 
shorifTs,  and  all  other  offloera,  inclnding  CQstom- 
house  ofBcera,  and  proceeds  te  make  donations 
of  the  soil  te  American  citizens. 

But  the  convention  says  the  country  shall  be 
free  and  open  alike  to  the  citiKena  of  both 
countries.    It  does  not  aay  It  shall  be  open  to 
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the  action  of  both  Govemmente — but  open  t« 
the  citizens  and  snb}ectB  of  both.  Kow,  if  the 
United  States  shall  interpose  its  power,  and 
give  away  parts  of  the  country  to  Americaa 
citizens,  does  it  not  thereby  exclnde  all  otbera  t 
But  the  bill  goes  beyond  tJiat ;  it  erects  a  civil 
torritorial  Government,  extending  its  anthority 
over  the  entire  extent  of  the  territory,  even  to 
M°  north.  There  is  this  marked  difference  be- 
tween the  erection  of  a  local  military  eetebliah- 
ment  and  the  erection  of  a  civil  Government : 
the  fbrmer  is  transient,  and  may  be  withdrawn 
at  pleasure ;  it  may  be  sent,  and  may  be  re- 
called, without  affecting,  in  any  d^^«a,  the 
sovereignty  of  the  country ;  but  when  the 
United  States  seta  up  an  CBtablished  dvil  Got- 
emmeut  over  that  territory,  and  your  citizeuB 
go  and  settle  and  form  establislunents  nnder  ita 
protection,  can  you,  in  good  futh  to  them, 
again  withdraw  and  annul  it )  Tou  have 
pledged  the  national  faith,  induced  them  to 
form  their  settlements  there,  and  thereby  yon 
have  bound  yourself  to  pnAJKSt  them,  Kay 
von  at  pleasure  take  away  their  Government  t 
May  you  leave  them  ungoverned  and  unpro- 
tected t  I  think  noL  If  yon  shall  go  on  to 
pnt  up  in  Oregon  a  military  power  in  aubordi- 
nation  to  a  regular  organized  civil  Government, 
what  will  Great  Britiun  say  ?  Can  we  pretend 
that  this  is  not  assuming  the  sovereignty  c^ 
that  oonntry ;  that  it  is  not  aaenming  it  to  onr 
own  exclusive  use!  Certainly  we  cannot. 
And  suj^Kiee  Great  Britain  should  answer  ns  ia 
the  same  way.  Suppose  the  British  Parlia- 
ment shall  set  up  their  territorial  Government ; 
tikat  she  should  appoint  her  Governor  and  all 
her  train  of  officers,  and  should  fix  her  estab- 
lishments at  some  other  point  near  the  coast, 
say  at  the  Straits  of  Ban  Juan  t  Can  gentle- 
men persuade  them«elvee  that  tiiese  two  Gov- 
ernments can  go  on  peaceably  side  by  side ; 
that  one  of  them  will  not  soon  exclude  the 
other;  and  thus  brin^  the  two  nations  into 
direct  and  open  collision  ?  Sir,  I  said  that  I 
would  not  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
nor  attempt  to  diacnss  the  policy  or  expediency 
of  practically  assuming  the  exclusive  right  of 
occupancy  in  the  Oregon  territory,  I  shall 
keep  my  promise.  If  t£e  honorable  gentleman 
can  so  modify  this  bill,  that  it  shall  not  conflict 
with  the  terms  of  our  convention,  nor  thereby 
compromit  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  ahall  oppose  it ;  but  even 
admitting  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  ia 
our  duty  to  take  possession  of  this  comitry,  I 
would  still  forbear  to  act  in  the  matter,  nnlil 
the  stipulated  twelve  months'  notice  shall  have 
been  given  to  the  British  Government.  Then, 
when  they  are  fwriy  warned,  I  would  go  oo  to 
legislate.  K  the  bill  shall  receive  any  modifi- 
cation which  shall  leave  the  aubject  for  the 
present  as  it  now  stands,  I  do  not  Know  that  I 
shall  oppose  it.  One  thing  I  am  decidedly  in 
favor  of.  That  is,  to  explore  the  country  tlior- 
onghty.  At  present  we  know  less  about  this 
country  than  we  do  respecting  any  other  part 
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of  the  territory  claimed  bv  this  GoTemment 
If  the  ooimtrj  is  bat- half  as  important  as  it 
hu  been  said  to  be,  this  is  obriooslj  the  first 
•t^  we  ought  to  take.  Let  ns  knov  the  trnth 
of  tbeDiatt«r  before  ve  oommit  oanelves.  Be- 
fore we  move,  let  na  know  where  we  are  goins. 
If  we  want  to  bnild  a  fort,  let  us  know  wiui 
oertaint;  where  is  tbe  best  place  to  bnild  it,  and 
let  ns  not  allure  our  dtJienH  to  leave  tbe  oom- 
fbrta  and  blesiongs  of  an  improved  coontry,  and 
eMonrage  tiiMu  to  undergo  the  prtvetiona  and 
nfibriDgs  inseparable  from  the  condition  of 
«ariy  settlement  in  a  new  and  distant  oonntiy, 
tin  we  know  what  tiiey  are  to  meet,  what  will 
be  their  proepect  of  sapport,  and  what  tlie 
probability  of  nltimate  remoneration.  As  the 
DiD  now  stands,  I  cannot  support  it,  beoanse,  in 
mj  appreheiuion,  it  proposes  a  violatioD  of  the 
utional  faith. 

Xr.  GuKLKi  Bfdd,  the  principal  objections 
nrged  against  it  were,  dhat  it  was  granting  to 
those  oompanicfl  a  mooopolj ;  that  it  ant^or- 
iod  them  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  the 
lind;  and  that  it  approved  and  ratified  their 
sjtidea  of  compact  and  miioo.  These  were  the 
objections  of  the  member  from  Hisaoiiri,  (Or. 
Batm  ;)  bnt,  if  that  gentleman  bad  examined 
ths  amendment,  as  modified,  he  wonld  have 
fbood  no  place  for  hia  argnment.  It  bo  hap- 
pened that  no  sach  power  was  proposed  to  be 
granted.  Thej  had  no  right,  under  the  amend- 
ment, to  extingnish  the  Indian  title.  There 
w»»  no  monopoly  granted :  for  they  were  to 
rei«ve  lands,  as  other  emigrants,  nnder  the  Sd 
Mction  of  the  original  bill ;  and  that  part  of 
the  original  amendment  which  approved  and 
ratified  the  compact  of  nnion  submitted  by 
Kvdford  and  hia  asaoi^tes,  had  been  stricken 
ont.  Hie  only  plansible  objection  he  had 
heird,  was  from  an  honorable  member  from 
New  York,  Ob.  Ta.tlob,)  that  it  litwally  con- 
ferred nothing.  He  preferred  the  original 
tmendment,  bat  consented  to  modify  it  to 
make  it  aooeptable  to  his  friends.  He  admitted 
that,  in  tta  present  form,  It  took  nothing  tram 
the  Ooremment,  bnt  conferred  something, 
(thon^  not  aa  much  a«  he  wished  it  did.)  It 
It  kwt  gave  them  our  consent  to  go,  and  our 
good  wiihes  to  aooompany  them.  The  United 
Btitea  are  to  snpply  th^  fort  with  artillery 
and  mnnitions  ot  war ;  bat  was  this,  trifling 
■•  it  it,  without  a  imw  t  Oo  they  not  agree, 
<n  thedr  part  to  ezplora  tJie  oonntry,  and  re- 
port to  the  Oorenmient ;  to  oarry  seeds  and 
the  imfdements  of  hnsbaodry,  into  that  savage 
and  yet  nnexplored  territory;  to  cultivate 
peace  with  the  natives;  to  keep  an  armed 
foree,  not  only  for  their  protection,  bnt  for  oth- 
tn  that  may  go  there  t  They  propose  to  be 
the  pitmeen  in  the  settlement  oi  the  oonntry ; 
to  take  Qpon  themaelvee  the  dangers,  hardships, 
and  privations,  incident  to  the  new  eatablisb- 
ment.  Is  this  nothing !  He  thought  that  the 
atnendmeot  did  not  interfere  with  the  princi- 
ples of  the  bill,  and  that  it  ahonld  be  adopted. 
He  woald  adopt  it  as  evidence  of  our  good 
VouX^lB 


wishes,  and  to  protect  them  from  the  odious 
epithet  of  sqnatterg,  often  applied  to  the  beat 
and  most  nsefnl  class  of  onr  population. 

He  would  say  a  taw  words,  in  answer  to  the 
objections  made  both  to  the  bill  and  amend- 


Great  Britain.  He  thought  thia  a  mistake. 
The  convention  placed  both  Governments  on 
the  same  fboting.  It  confers  reciprocal  rights, 
and  imposes  reciprocal  obligations.  Great 
Britain  has  g^ven  a  practical  oonstmotion  of 
the  convention.  She  has  erected  forts,  and,  in 
1831,  extended  her  laws  and  clril  Jurisdiction 
over  the  oonntry.  He  thon^t  that  the  United 
States  might  do  the  same.  K  Great  Britun 
had  violated  the  convention,  it  was  no  longer 
binding  on  as ;  if  she  had  not.  neither  should 
we  by  the  passage  of  the  bilL  He  differed 
from  gentlemen  who  predicted  war  from  the 
adoption  of  this  measure.  He  was  snre  it 
would  pve  no  Just  cause  of  offence  to  Great 
Britain.  It  was  doing  only  what  the  other 
party  hod  done.  He  valued  the  public  ftilh 
above  all  things  else  appertdning  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  would  otiaerve  it  most  scrapU' 
loosly.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  wonld  not 
abandon  our  ruhts,  even  at  the  expense  of 
war.  Great  Britain  had  as  maoh  to  lose  by  a 
war  as  we  had,  and  she  had  too  much  prudence 
and  foreught  to  engage  in  it  unnooeasarily.  It, 
however,  an  unprovoked  war,  as  it  surely 
would  be,  was  to  be  the  conseqaefioe  of  this 
measure,  he  would  meet  it  as  we  did  the  last, 
and  ftimiah  new  evidence  to  the  world  of  onr 
ability  to  defend  oorselves  in  a  jnat  cause,  and 
in  vindication  of  onr  rights. 


suggested  by  the  gentlemen  from  Missonri 
and  New  York.  They  should  be  simultaneous. 
He  could  see  no  possible  oljeot  in  it,  unless  we 
were  prepared  to  surrender  it,  if  it  did  not 
eqnal  our  expectations,  which  he  presumed  all 
would  disclaim.  If  it  was  as  barren  as  the 
deserts  of  Siberia,  we  shonld  never  anrrender 
it,  and  he  would  do  nothing  that  could  be  so 
oonstmed,  as  would  neo^arily  be  snch  a 
proposition.  He  aaid  we  could  not  surrender 
the  territory  if  we  wonld.  We  were  already 
committed  on  this  subject,  having  long  nnoe 
made  and  published  to  the  world  that  no  for- 
ogn  power  ahonld  plant  a  colony  on  this  conti- 
nent We  could  not,  therefore,  without  vio- 
lating our  own  honor,  tmtb,  and  sincerity,  vol- 
untarily surrender  ^a  territory  to  any  foreign 
power.  He  respected  the  power  and  resources 
of  Great  Britain.  He  held  sacred  our  national 
faith ;  and  if  be  oonld  believe  fbr  a  moment 
that  this  measure  wonld  violate  the  latter  ha 
would  abandon  it.  The  former  he  did  not  fear. 
We  had  come  ont  of  two  wars  with  that  n^ 
tion,  with  honor  both  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  if  it  was  the  will  of  Heaven  that  wa 
should  again  be  involved  in  that  calamity,  the 
same  reaolt  would  follow. 


,Coe>^lc 
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Ur.  Wkxmb  BEud,  that  he  hod  wilted  to  the 
last  moment,  in  hopes  that  iome  one  better 
able  and  more  oonTemaat  with  the  eul^ect, 
might  offer  that  viev  which  had  t^p«iired  to 
hifl  mind  most  important,  at  this  tune,  to  be 
taken  of  it.  That,  however,  not  haTin^  been 
done,  he  felt  himself  oonstruned  to  olami  the 
indulgence  ot  the  committee  for  a  verj  few 
minutes,  intending  to  confine  himself,  at  this 
stage  of  the  debate,  almoat  eiclnHively  to  the 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which,  as  presented 
to  his  mind,  (he  hoped  he  shonld  be  pardoned 
for  the  term,)  he  conld  not  bat  look  at  with 
abhorrence.  Sir,  what  ia  the  amendment ! 
That  yon  shall  autborlce,  by  a  solemn  charter, 
K  private  company  to  purchase  out  the  Indian 
title  to  forty  miles  sgoue,  (he  believed  it  was, 
however,  the  qnantity  was  not  material,)  to 
ereot  a  fort,  &c.,  and  Uien  to  fnmiah  them,  for- 
ever thereafter,  protection.  That,  when  he 
looked  arotmd  and  beheld  these  poor  miserable 
Indians — the  almrtginee  of  this  hemisphere — 
the  natnral  owners  of  that  moiety  whioh  we 
now  olum  as  our  rightful  domain,  even  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  he  oonld  not  bat  feel  for  their 
miserable  condition.  Most  of  the  new  States, 
and  some  of  the  old,  have  trities,  or  parts  of 
tribes,  remuning  in  them,  all  of  whom  most, 
sooner  or  later,  Be  driven  oat.  It  is  tme,  air, 
said  Ur.  W,,  we  profess  to  make  treaties  with 
them,  and  to  be  disposed  to  treat  them  ha- 
manely  and  jnsUy ;  nay,  sir,  we  even  go  far- 
ther :  we  invite  them  to  consider  oar  Chief 
Magistrate  their  political  friend  and  father,  and 
to  oome  here  to  have  talks  with  him,  and  to 
get  instice  done  them ;  and  we  declare  to  the 
world  that  our  feelings  towards  them  are  kind 
and  paternal,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  we  are 
lendu^  a  favorable  ear  to  propoeitioils  like  the 
amendment,  which,  if  adopted,  must  and  will 
prove  their  certiun  destrnction,  without  a  p<M- 
sibilitT  of  escape.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  awd 
Ur.  W.,  what  are  Indians  t  Are  they  not  men, 
although  I  admit  they  are  "  wild  men — whose 
hands  have  been  prophetically  pronounced  to 
be  r^sed  agwnst  every  man,  ana  every  man's 
hand  raised  agunst  them — archers,  who  were 
to  Uve  by  their  bow,"  and  pronounced,  on  this 
floor,  to  be  living  by  accident ;  still  they  are 
men — human  beings — and  as  snch,  acoountable, 
according  to  the  li^ht  afforded  them ;  and  al- 
tboogh  not  blessed  like  oorselvee  with  the  Gos- 
pel, yet  "  they  have  a  law  written  upon  their 
heuls,"  by  an  honest  and  correct  attention  to 
which,  they  too  are  to  be  saved.  I  am  aware. 
tar,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  I  am  subjeoting  myself 
not  here,  but  elsewhere,  to  the  diaige  of  fanat- 
icism, for  such  opinions :  bnt  that  la  of  little 
oonaeqnence ;  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  endeavor  to 
enlist  a  feeling  in  th«r  bebali ;  and  wherever 
doty  points  the  way,  I  trust  I  shall  never  be 
foaud  on  willing  or  afraid  to  pnrsne  it. 

1  do,  therefore,  most  eameetiy  entreat  this 
august  assemblage — this  the  American  nation, 
in  her  representative  character — by  all  those 
obligations  growing  oot  of  the  laws  of  Ohria- 


tianity^  morality,  and  of  honor,  to  aave  those 
poor,  illiterate,  onfortnnato  inhabitants  of  the 
wildemeaa  from  total  anuihilstion.  And  how 
are  we  to  do  this,  nnless  we  preserve,  in  onr 
own  right,  some  portion  of  this  immense  terri- 
tory as  thnr  asylum — tbeirtast  deniier  reftiget 
And  when  so  suitable  as  those  distant  re^on^ 
now  so  coveted  by  white  men,  that  we,  to  grat- 
ify them,  shall  unnecessarily  enter  into  ot^ga- 
tions  that  shall  hereafter  oblige  as,  in  good 
foitli,  to  protect  tbem,  to  the  deetroction  (d  tha 
whole  Indian  race!  Will  gentiemen  attempt 
to  justify  this,  by  the  pleA  that  onr  anoeators 
did  it  b^ore  ns  t  And  to  disoontinue  the  war- 
fare would  be  to  denounce  their  oondncL  If 
BO,  I  wil!  beg  leave  to  ask  such,  if  there  be  no 
difference  betwem  onr  mtnatioa  and  theirs  t 
They  fled  to  this,  then  a  western  wildemen, 
not  only  from  starvation,  bnt  from  a  religions 
perseontion,  even  worse  than  ttie  dangers  they 
had  to  enoonnter;  wher«as  we  have  alrendy 
more  lands  than  we  know  what  to  do  witli,  the 
States  reftifflng  to  take,  almoat  gratuitooaly, 
that  whioh  is  owned  by  the  United  States 
within  their  several  geographical  limits ;  poa- 
seesinK  freedom  and  every  other  blessing  most 
deeir^e,  and  nowhere  else  to  be  found,  at 
least  so  extenaive,  together  with  the  ri^t  of 
worshipping  Ood  under  our  own  vine  and  flg> 
tree.  Whilst  thus  situated,  we  oan  have  no 
excuse,  certainly  none  from  the  example  and 
the  condact  of  our  anoeetors,  until  oar  situa- 
tion has  become  like  theirs.  Then  the  plea, 
that  "neoeasity  has  no  law,"  may  be  raised, 
but  sorely  at  this  time  it  cannot.  I  repeat  Qie 
call  upon  QuB  ocnnmittee,  by  all  that  ia  desirs- 
ble  to  ns  as  a  nation,  and  as  men,  religious, 
moral,  and  honorable,  to  cultivate  something 
like  oharity  towards  this  nnh^ipy,  illitorata, 
helpless  people,  and  not  to  enter  into  an  obli- 
gation that  is  to  be  the  fbnndation  of  their 
murder,  I  have  no  objection,  sud  Mr.  V.,  to 
take  poeseasion  of  this  whole  territory,  if  it  be 
necessary,  so  soon  as  it  oan  be  dona  consisteat 
with  our  treaty  stipulations;  but  npon  this 
branch  of  the  sutfjebt  I  will  not  tronble  ths 
committee. 

Mr.  DxATTOir  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  ont  all  uter  the  enacting  words  except 
the  last  section,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert — 

"That  the  Fresideat  of  the  United  Btatei  be 
hereby  antlioriied  to  erect  ■  fort  or  forU  on  th*t 
part  of  the  Northwest  cowt  of  America  wbich  is 
sitnated  west  of  the  eastern  base  of  the  Stony 
Mountains,  between  forty-two  and  fifty-Four  degrees 
and  forty  minutes  of  North  latitude,  and  to  girrisiui 
them  with  a  competent  Dumber  of  the  United 
States  troops,  not  exceeding  four  hundred. 

"Bee  a,  Andbtitjurt^^gruielid,  That  the  Piw- 
ideot  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  Bnthoriied  lo  cause  the 
aforcBoid  territory  to  be  explored  by  such  officers 
of  ttie  corps  of  eDgiueera  as  he  shall  select,  and  that 
he  m&j  delay  sending  thereto  any  of  tbe  troops  of 
the  Coited  Stales,  until  otter  auch  eiploration  sliaB 
luve  been  made." 
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der  diMQadon,  said  Mr.  D.,  I  Bhall  treiposB 
verj-  little  npon  tlte  time  of  the  oominittee. 
lij  olqectiom  to  some  of  ita  detaili  I  have 
airesd;  Bobmitted;  upon  eome  other  parts  of 
it,  in  ooiWMiMiice  of  obserratioiu  ndieequeotly 
made,  I  will  offiar  9  few  remarks.  Ae  I  pro- 
pow  U>  ntidB  onlf  the  feading  fMtture  of  the 
ull,  which  is  to  be  fbond  in  Ita  Moond  section, 
io  order  to  ozprcsa  my  meaniiw  olearly,  it  be- 
enoM  necMuny  to  strike  oat  all  the  seotitHis  of 
It,  eioept  the  las^  in  which  the  appr<qiriatlon 


It,  eioept  the  1 
taeontuned. 


iitinc  state  of  things,  this  is  nnattunable.  Un- 
less the  BOver^guty  over  the  territory,  and  the 
omerahip  of  the  soil,  be  in  the  United  States, 
they  oanoot  grant  a  titie  to  any  part  of  it  to 
individnala.  Hototot  we  may  regard  the  sot- 
eragD^  and  the  ownership  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  o^Mble  of  the  piaineEt  proo^  yet 
Great  Britain  eonleets  them,  anA  we  have  stip- 
nlated,  by  treaty,  tiiat,  until  the  qneetion  be- 
tweea  na  be  dedded,  neither  party  shall  be  ao- 
knowledsed  aa  lovec^gn  or  owner,  but  that 
the  wh<ue  of  what  is  mntnally  claimed,  shall 
remain  "  free  and  open  "  to  &e  sobjeeU  and 
mljxens  of  both  nabona.  Whilst  this  stipola- 
tioD  oontannes  of  foroe,  we  wonld  not  admit 
tiiat  Great  Britun  oonld  confer  a  title  to  aaj 
part  of  the  territory  npon  a  British  SQbjeot ; 
■nd  if  she  oannot,  aa,  by  the  treaty,  she  Is 
pUoed  npon  an  eqnal  footing  with  na,  neither 
ean  we.  Were  this  bill  to  beoome  a  law  to- 
dajr,  it  is  obvions  that  no  title  conid  be  (pven 
to  an  American  settler ;  nor  is  it  posmbla  ttukt 
4ay  con,  nntil  the  Bovereignty  be  vested  in  the 
United  States.  When  that  event  ooenra,  the 
'  UaiCed  States  alone  can  eitingaiah  the  Indian 
title.  This  power,  so  &r  as  rentes  to  lan^  oc- 
eopied  by  Indian  trities,  out  of  the  limits  of  a 
8tat«,  but  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
bates,  belongs  to  the  United  States  ^  it  is  ex- 
dnnvely  granted  to  them  by  the  constitution, 
ud  they  oannot  delegate  it  to  others.  At 
present,  then,  all  grants  to  land  In  the  territory 
Fe  are  speaking  c£,  must  be  utterly  void.    To 

Canute  them,  by  any  act  of  legislation,  would 
premature  and  delnaive. 
That  the  eseoution  of  the  fourih  section  of 
the  bill  woald  he  a  violation  of  our  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  has  lieen  so  fully  shown  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  QSr.  Sroaas,)  that 
I  ghsll  not  inonmber  what  he  has  sud,  bj  add- 
ing to  it  any  argmnente  of  mine.  Vy  reasons 
i^^nat  the  fifth  section  I  stated  npon  a  former 
occasion ;  I  will,  therefore,  not  be  gniltj  of  a 
r^>etiti(Hi  of  them.  The  amendments  which  I 
■ow  offer  will  provide  for  all  the  objects  neoes- 
■ry  to  be  acted  upon.  They  wiL  enanre  a 
Rctectian  to  our  citizens  In  the  pursuit  of  their 
distant  traffic,  and  enable  the  Ezeontive,  by 
beii^  posseeaed  of  the  knowledge  required  by 
a  acientiflc  exploration,  to  select  the  most  eligi- 
ble positions  for  military  posts.  It  is  oontem- 
^aled  that  the  engineers  to  be  ^tpointed  for 


the  expedition  shall  be  accompanied  wiUi  a 
aoitable  escort,  that  they  may  ctmdaot  their 
operations  io  safety.  For  that  pnipose,  I  sbtdl 
move,  at  a  future  time,  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
6th  section  with  an  adequate  snm. 

Mr.  Floid,  of  Virginia,  sud  that  he  felt  it 
incnmbent  on  him  to  rise  in  support  of  the  bill, 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  bring  before  the  no- 
tioe  of  the  Boose.  Misconoeptaons  had  pre- 
vuled  relative  to  ita  nature,  and  misoonttroe- 
tiiHis  had  been  made  as  to  ita  ol^ect  and  pnr> 
port;  and  it  was  therefore  neoessary  that  the 
committee  ahoold  be  pat  in  possession  of  the 
real  facta  of  the  case,  and  of  the  advantagea  to  - 
the  Union  generally,  with  which  the  proposed 
measure  was  pregnant,  l>efore  the  House  w«a 
called  upon  to  l^^late  npon  the  snlneot.  He 
oonld  not  bat  obserya,  in  the  first  place,  that 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,)  were  no^ 
according  to  his  conception,  authomed  by  the 
British  act  of  Parliament  of  the  year  1831. 
He  held  in  his  hand,  at  that  very  time,  the  aot 
of  Parliament  which  gave  Uiat  extensive  power 
to  the  An^o-Amarioan  ooorts.     It  provided 


or  Lower  Canada,  or  amenable  or  subject  to 
the  civillnrisdiotion  rS  any  State  or  Territory 
in  the  United  States.  That  provision  of  the 
British  law.  It  must  be  perceived,  was  snsoepti- 
ble  of  an  indefinite  eztenaon.  The  aatborilieB 
of  British  North  America  migjit,  by  virtue  ot 
that  aot  of  the  British  Parlivnent,  exertiae  a 
sovereign  control  over  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  that  lai^  tract  of 
country  which  remuned  nnsetUed,  or  which 
was  not  organised  into  States  or  Territoriee, 
between  tbe  MiHsissippi  and  the  Rooky  Uonn- 
taina.  He  might  there  also  c<»Teot  an  error  <tf 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stobbs,) 
whiou  wonld  not  admit  of  eo  speedy  an  expla- 
nation aa  the  former  one,  which  he  had  sllnded 
to.  There  was  no  such  compaay  in  existeooe^ 
then,  as  the  British  Northwest  Company ;  the 
affairs  of  that  company  had,  from  some  oaose 
or  other — mismanagement  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed— beoome  emlvarraSBed,  and  the  shares  of 
it  had  been  purchased  by  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  The  former  was  mer^  a  private 
association  of  indlvidnala,  en^ged  in  the  tia 
trade  for  their  joint  and  mutual  benefit.  The 
latter  was  an  incorporated  body ;  the  objects 
of  both  companies  were  now  pursued,  and  th^ 
biwness  bansacted  by  virtue  of  the  Royal 
Charter.  Mnch  had  been  said  by  gentlemen, 
in  pa^ioular  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Missouri,  (Mr-  Batbb,)  as  to  the 
insignifiouit  amoopt  and  unprofitable  natnre  of 
the  trade  in  fi^rs  and  peltty ;  but  what  ap- 
peared to  be  the  circumatanoes  with  respect  to 
the  question,  from  which  a  correct  result  ooutd 
be  dednoed  t 

The  statement  of  a  plwn  and  simple  matter 
of  fact  would  show  toatL  more  Ailly  and  ex- 
plicitly than  he  possessed  language  to  depict. 
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The  share*  in  the  Hndson  Bay  Compaay,  whioh 
original^  were  of  the  valae  of  £20  eaclk,  were 
now  Mlling  in  the  market  at  the  enormone 
price  of  £800  eterliiig.  Woold  anybody,  in  the 
boe  of  BQoh  e  deeinre  end  self-evident  arsn- 
tnent  as  Qiat,  have  the  hardihood  to  eay  that 
that  was  not  a  valuable  atook;  and  that  tbe 
bade  vhioh  paid  the  intoreet  npos,  and  re- 
taned  the  profit  for,  the  enonnooB  amoont  of 
oapitat  employed  by  the  Hndeon  Bay  Oompany, 
was  not  of  a  highly  Incrative  branch  of  oom- 
meroet  It  appeared  perfectly  clear  to  him, 
and  he  irae  oonndeat  must  be  equally  apparent 
to  tlkat  House,  that  the  persona  who  negotiated 
that  ooaveDtion  or  ijreaty  with  Great  Britain, 
were  either  deplorably  ignorant,  or  entirely  re- 
gardless of  the  best  intereste  of  the  nation  rela- 
tive to  that  important  and  necessary  article  of 
ftira ;  and  in  saying  that,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tiOQ  to  enlarge  npon  what  the  British  called  a 
waiving  on  tiic  part  of  the  United  States,  of 
what  he,  (Mr.  Flotd,)  in  common  with  every 
geDtleman  in  that  Hoase,  who  would  reflect 
npon  the  snbjeot,  oonudered  their  inoontesta- 
ble  rights  of  sovereignty.  The  committee 
should  bestow  on  every  branch  of  the  subject 
that  attentive  oonsideradon  to  which  its  impor- 
tance, in  every  point  of  view,  rendered  it  so 
ominently  entitled.  There  was  a  tract  of  coun- 
try nearly  nine  hundred  miles  in  extent  each 
way;  from  the  western  base  of  the  Bodcy 
Uoontains  to  the  Fsoiflo  Ocean,  and  on  the  sea- 
board from  Uie  Bnssian  settlements  in  the  lati- 
tude of  S4°  M*  north,  down  to  43°.  Was  not 
that  vast  region,  oontdning,  as  it  did  conttun, 
six  or  sevNi  himdred  thoQsand  sqaare  miles, 
worth  their  notioe  and  care — notwithstanding 
tiie  fact  might  be  as  represented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Baiis,)  that  some 
porti(m  of  the  ooontry  was  rooky,  barren,  and 
nnprodnotifet    Bnt  they  dionld  not  omit  ' 
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which  produoed  Airs  in  any  considerable  qnan- 
ti^;  it  was  the  only  part  from  which  the 
United  States  oonld  obtain  those  valnable  arti- 
olea,  which  were  alike  necessary  for  home  con- 
■nmpdon,  and  for  the  carrying  on  of  liiat  great 
staple  at  Amerioan  commeroe,  the  trade  with 
Ohina.  Was  the  committee  aware  of  the  fact, 
Qiat  the  duty  pud  in  England,  during  the  last 
year,  on  the  importation  of  foreign  nrs  alone 
— forwgn  hirs  only,  it  most  be  observed — 
amounted  to  ^wards  of  eleven  hondred  tboo- 


e  million  seven  handred  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  foreign  taie  only,  he  oonld  pot  too 
«lten  repeat ;  entirely  independent  of  the  vast 
supply  mmished  by  that  active  md  powerfiil 
hoaj  corporate,  the  Hudson  Bay  Oompany. 
And  yet  the  House  mast  be  gravely  and  sen- 
onaly  (if  the  extraordinary  assertion  did  not 
defy  aU  powers  of  gravity  and  aeriouanees  to 
listen  to  It)  told,  that  this  trade  was  not  worth 
the  oaring  for.  It  was  of  no  value.  It  amount- 
ed to  trat  a  very  small  sum,  some  two  or  three 


hmidred  thonsand  dollars  annually;  and  that 
the  expeosea  of  carrying  into  exeontion  the 
bill  then  before  them,  would  only  involve  the 
nation  in  ^reat  expenses,  miottended  by  an; 
corresponding  advantages !  Such  was  the  or- 
gnment,  if  argument  it  oonld  be  called,  wlutd) 
was  advanced  by  tiie  opponenta  of  the  tnlJL  in 
the  very  face  <a  plain  foots,  of  official  state- 
ments, of  fignrea,  which  demonstrated  the  hea.- 
eflta  of  that  trade  to  Great  Britain— of  that 
Britain  whioh  was  their  great  oommeroial  rival 
on  every  sea  and  in  every  market  of  the  woiid 
— of  that  Britain,  finally,  from  whom  America 
must  purchase  furs  for  her  own  use,  at  what- 
ever price  might  be  pnt  npon  th«u,  if  she 
tamely  consented  to  the  snrr^ider  of  a  oonntry 
which  was  Jnstty  hers  by  virtue  of  the  great 
basis  of  all  valid  titlee— disooveiy,  oooupancy, 
and  treafy ;  and  which  was  as  neoesaary  for  Ibe 
security  of  her  western  bonndarieo,  aa  it  waa 
desirable  for  the  best  interests  of  her  com- 
meroe. He  waa  really  at  a  lose  to  account  for 
the  peculiar  objections  made  to  the  bilL  The 
principal  one  was  merely  an  iDoeeaant  reit«m- 
tioD  of  the  cry,  "What  wiU  En^and  think T 
How  will  England  rec«ve  the  intelllgenoe  that 
we  mean  to  occupy  the  territory  in  question  f  " 
Why,  what  was  it  to  them,  as  the  Eepresenta- 
tivBB  of  a  bt6  and  independent  nation,  what 
England  thoiwht,  or  whether  she  oondesoended 
to  think  at  all  about  the  matter )  Were  tJiey 
to  sit  in  that  House  and  l^slate  for  a  p^t 
nation  nnder  fear  of  the  displeasure  of  Eng- 
land t  He  knew  and  appreciated  the  power 
and  inflnencB  of  the  Britdsh  empire ;  but  he  did 
not  fear  it :  for,  as  to  giving  cause  of  displeas- 
ure, that  oonntry  had,  it  was  indispntabk,  ae 
much  reason  for  appreheosioiL  on  that  score  aa 
the  United  Btat^s  could  possibly  have. 

Mr.  Batss,  of  MisBourL  si^  he  was  right 
glad  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolimi 


its,  said  J  ,     ,      

in  the  moat  essential  particular,  and  removes 
many  of  my  otyeotions  to  the  bilL  Indeed, 
when  I  first  had  the  honor  of  addreseing  the 
committee,  I  sog^fBted  the  propriety  of  enbeti- 
tuting  for  the  original  bill  a  scientific  explora- 
tion of  that  immense  region,  of  which  we  yet 
know  so  little.  Many  positive  advantages 
light  be  gained  to  the  nation  from  snoh  ui  ex- 
ploration, and  we  should  at  least  be  saved  from 
the  probable  evils  attendant  upon  a  leq>  in  the 
dark.  Aa  yet,  we  know  little  of  the  geogr»- 
pby  of  that  ext«nuve  country,  and  almost 
nothing  of  ite  topography  and  geological  pecu- 
liarities. The  natives,  too^  are  strangers  to  ua. 
We  are  very  imperfectly  mformed  as  to  th^ 
looalitiea.  their  numbers,  their  tempers,  wbetb- 
peaceful  or  warlike,  and  their  general  char- 
ter and  habits ;  and  I  oonuder  it  of  great  im- 
rtanoe  that  we  should  acquire  a  competent 
^md  of  knowledge  on  these  particular  subjects 
of  inquiry,  before  we  Mtempt  the  establisbment 
of  social  and  civil  iustltutions  among  them. 
My  otueetioQS  to  the  military  oocnpatioQ  of  th« 
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cotmtrj  are  fewer,  and  of  a  lead  decided  ohar- 
acter,  than  to  the  establiahment  of  a  territorial 
GoTemment,  and  the  eitenuon  of  our  dvil 
polit;  there.  The  former  may  be  a  dao^rous, 
•ad  certainly  viU  be  an  ezpenaive  expenraent ; 
bat  the  latter  is,  in  my  jodKinent,  pregnant 
with  evils  of  an  alarming  coaraoter :  for  I 
■bonld  connder  it  nothing  short  of  an  enter- 
ing wedg«  to  a  ayatem  of  foreign  ooloniza' 

If  the  ot^eot  of  the  military  ooenpation  be 
the  pnoteotion  of  the  fttr  trade,  it  aeems  to  me 
titat  Qie  eoaat  ta  an  improper  location  of  the 
troopa :  for,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  moat  of 
tiiat  trsffio  ia  carried  on  far  in  the  interior,  < 
the  bribatary  branohea  of  the  Columbia,  and 
the  distuit  ralleys  of  the  monntains.  Some  of 
the  ontoosts  were,  formerly,  at  leaat  twelve 
bnndred  milea  from  Astoria.  Xheee  oatposts 
moat  be,  in  a  greater  or  leas  d^ee,  fortified, 
not,  indeed,  by  worlu  capable  of  reaistiDg  the 
BBsanlts  of  EngUih  or  Roasian  cannon,  bnt  in  a 
manner  atrong  enongb  to  repel  t^e  attnolca  of 
the  ignorant  and  ill- armed  sava^  that  snr- 
ronnd  them.  It  ia  at  these  interior  posidous 
that  the  for  is  collected  from  the  Indiana,  and 
■fterwarda  oonoentrated  at  the  month  of  the 
river  for  exportation.  A  party  for  the  interior 
explon^on  of  the  cooutry  of  the  Oolmnbia, 
should  be  composed  of  very  different  materials, 
and  organized  in  a  very  different  manner,  from 
one  destined  to  make  an  examination  and  anr- 
▼ey  of  the  coast.  Indeed,  the  latter  is  wholly 
Bnnecessary :  for  the  coast  is  already  known  in 
he  general  aapeot,  and  I  believe  every  bay  and 
faarbor,  from  Oape  Diaappointment  to  Oook'a 
Inlet,  haa  been  surveyed  and  sonnded.  Not  so 
with  the  interior ;  of  that  we  are  still  lament- 
ably ignorant. 

Mi.  B.  said  that  he  ahonld  have  forborne  any 
Author  remark  npon  this  subject,  but  he  felt 
ealled  apon  to  moke  a  brief  reply  to  aome  ob- 
Mrvadons  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
original  mover  of  the  propoeiUon,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
who  aeemed  to  have  misunderstood  him  in  aev' 
era]  I 
eonJbnoi 

BB17  connection  witii  each  other.  Any  man, 
■aid  Mr.  B.,  at  all  aoqn^ated  with  the  north- 
west section  of  this  continent,  or  with  the 
roatea  oommonly  followed  by  the  for  traders, 
and  other  explorers  of  that  eit«nded  region, 
must  know  that  the  oonntry,  as  a  whok,  ia 
very  imperfectly  known,  and  that  every  gene- 
ral eharaeterisde  description  onght,  in  common 
jnatioe,  to  be  received  snbjeot  to  many  petty 
exoeptiona.  I^  therefore,  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^pnia  had  anooeeded  in  sliowiog  that  there 
are  some  exceptions  to  the  sterile  and  inhos- 

Cble  ctiaraeter  of  the  oonntry,  it  would  avail 
nothing  in  the  ai^menL  He  might  prove 
a  thousand  little  green  apota,  at  diBtut  mter- 
vak,  in  that  extensive  desert,  and  still  the 
oonntry  would  remain  a  barren  and  oheerleea 
wasto---«till  my  account  of  it  would  remain  on- 
fanpeached.    I  believeitia  parfecUy  joit,  aod  I 


know  it  ia  in  acoordauoe  with  the  most  respeot- 
able  tesUmony. 

The  gentleman  from  Vlr^nia  has  recently 
received  from  Qenentl  Clarke  what  he  conriden 
a  favorable  account  of  the  Oregon  conntry. 
G«neral  Clarke  ia  a  good  witness  on  this  sul^eo^ 
and  I  talTe  it  for  granted  that  itia  iMst  evidence 
is  embodied  in  hjs  book,  Lewis  and  Clarke's 
Travels ;  for  the  facts  there  related  are  aecer' 
tained  by  oodIot  observation.  Examine  that 
book,  air,  and  yon  will  find  a  most  apmalling 
deacription  of  Uie  country.  They  say  that  the 
only  good  land  for  cultivation,  in  the  valley  of 
Columbia,  ia  anfficient  to  support  about  forty 
thousand  agricultnrists  1  And  I  tiave  it  on  the 
authority  of  Hr.  Bunt,  &  gentleman  anrpaaaed 
by  few  in  intelligence,  and  by  none  in  reepeo- 
tability,  that  even  this  meagre  exception  is  anl>> 
jeot  to  annual  inundation  in  May  and  June. 

The  gentleman  ia  ntterl?  mlataken  in  his  var- 
siOD  of  the  information  whioh  I  gave  the  00m- 
mittee,  as  derived  from  my  enterpriaiiu;  towna- 
man,  Qeneral  Aahley.  His  ronte  liee  lor  sonth 
of  the  aonrcea  of  the  Oolumbia.  Croedng  the 
range  of  the  Booky  Monntoin,  where  it  anb- 
sides  almost  into  a  plain,  presenting  few  olMta- 
clea  to  wheel  carriages,  and  none  to  pack 
horaes,  he  makes  his  trading  post  at  the  Great 
Salt  Lake,  whioh  I  suppose  to  be  the  reaervoir 
of  the  Bonaventnra.  I  am  sorry  tlie  gentle- 
man did  not  Itaten  to  my  fbrmer  remarka  more 
attentively.  If  he  had,  he  would  not  have 
oonfonnded  what  I  aud  of  an  exploring  trip  of 
one  of  Ashley's  m<Hi  from  the  Bait  Lake,  south- 
west, towv^  the  Gulf  of  California,  with  the 
description  whioh  I  attempted  of  the  gloomy 
mountains  aud  pathleeg  valleys  of  the  Oregon 
— valleys  which,  I  say  again,  and  on  the  beat 
authority,  are  impracticable  for  horses  or  mnlea 
— valleys  where  the  nativea  travel  on  the 
water,  and  live  in  the  earth. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  so  long  and 
so  zealously  dwelt  upon  this  autyect,  that  h« 
seems  to  have  arrived  at  the  oonctnnon  that 
nothing  is  wanting  but  a  little  aid  from  the 
Government,  to  make  this  river  of  hia  adoption 
a  great  channel  of  North  American  oommeroe, 
and  the  estabtishmeut  at  its  month  the  great 
entrepot  of  Eastern  uid  Western  intercourse. 
To  swell  the  magnitude  of  the  enterprise,  he 
draws  into  hia  escalation  the  total  exports  a[ 
furs  and  peltrlea  from  the  United  8t(U«a  aud 
Canada;  be  presses  into  his  service  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  Lord  Selkirk,  and  Mr,  Aa- 
tor;  and  embraces  in  his  compendiona  view 
the  coast  of  the  east  and  the  west,  from  I^bra- 
dor  to  Mexico,  and  from  Oonalaaka  to  Califor- 
nia And,  not  content  with  monopolizing  the 
whole  far  trade  of  the  continent,  for  the  in- 
tended province  of  Ore^n,  the  gentleman 
atretcbea  his  commercial  viewa  to  Other  ■onrcea 
of  wealth  and  power ;  the  intended  people  of 
that  oonntry  are  to  drive  a  thriving  tn^  in 
ginseng  aud  sandal  wood  I  Sir,  it  may  be  so; 
ginseng  growa  almost  everywhere  on  this  ecm- 
tinent;    bnt^  as  for  aaodal  wood,  who  ever 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


rR.] 


Oee^atiiimtfAiOTtgoKA 


[DSCBOS^  t 


heard  of  a  ohip  of  it  at  the  Oregon  I  It  grows 
onlj  between  the  tropics,  abont  2S°  of  latitade 
south  of  this  &Torea  river.  With  all  renpeot, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  saj,  that  these  oalonla- 
tioDS  are  ideal  and  ¥{81011817.  ^^  ^tie  Govern- 
ment put  forth  all  its  strengtb,  and  popr  oat  all 
its  bvasnr«s,  it  cannot  change  the  character  of 
the  oonatrj  or  the  river ;  the  one  nill  remain 
■terile  aad  inhotpltable,  and  the  other  will  cod- 
tinae  hard  to  ent«r,  and  still  harder  to  navi- 
trate.  Ko  fors  will  seek  an  outlet  thningh  the 
Oolambia,  bnt  those  caught  upon  its  own 
waters,  or  their  immediate  Ticinity;  and  if 
7on  aatablish  on  that  river  a  provinoe  with  a 
popnlation  as  dense  as  that  of  China,  and  bnild 
a  fortrees  as  strong  as  the  seven  towers  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  yon  can  draw  no  more :  the  phjsi- 
oal  difflcnltlea  of  the  oonntrf  forbid  it. 

The  whale  fisherj,  too,  it  seems,  ts  to  be 
made  tributary  to  the  oommercial  importance 
oS  the  Intended  territory.  Ask  any  gentleman 
flrom  Massachusetts — ask  your  Ifantacket  whal- 
ers— whether  any  one  of  their  ships  ever 
tonohed  at  the  Or^^n,  and  they  will  tell  yon 
that,  if  one  was  ever  there,  it  was  driven  there 
by  some  calamity.  Yet,  who,  that  knows  the 
eharaoter  of  that  wonderfDl  people,  will  donbt 
that,  if  there  was  any  thing  desirable  in  the 
harbor  of  the  Oregon,  their  sagacity  wonld 
have  discovered  it,  and  if  it  were  worth  con- 
tending for,  their  enterprise  and  courage  wonld 
have  made  it  their  own!  They  are  the  beat 
navigators  in  the  worid,  and  not  bad  Jndges  of 
their  own  interest.  In  their  bold  pursuit  of 
wealtb,  they  have  already  discovered  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  islands  in  the  trackless  waste 
of  the  Pacific,  whose  bays  afford  them  every 
conTenienoe  in  the  pursuit  of  their  vocation, 
and  aecure  shelter  In  times  of  danger.  I  am 
not  mrprised  at  the  difTereot  and  contradictory 
accounts  given  of  the  Oregon,  as  a  harbor  for 
ships;  anal  attribute  the  disagreement  to  the 
different  seasons  of  the  year  at  which  it  was 
Tisited,  or  the  prevalence  of  particular  winds, 
when  U  was  entw«d  or  departed  from. 

I  have  been  aoooaed,  s^d  Mr.  B.,  of  blowing 
hot  and  cold,  as  to  the  value  of  the  trade  of 
that  oonntry— of  pretending,  at  one  time,  that 
U  is  worthies,  and,  at  another,  that  it  is  ve^ 
important.  Surely  I  need  not  take  the  trouble 
to  ezpMn,  if  the  gentieman  does  not  already 

Croeive  how  a  particnlar  branch  of  trade  may 
very  Important  to  a  few  dealers,  in  a  little 
town  c^  five  or  sis  thousand  people ;  and  yet, 
wboD  viewed  in  oonnectkm  with  the  general 
interests  of  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions,  unk 
into  comparative  inaignifloanoe. 

The  gentleman  sp^kks  of  the  tranaportatjon 
of  troops  and  munitions  to  the  mouth  of  Oo- 
lamUa,  as  if  it  were  an  enterprise  of  duly  00- 
"r.heis 


oarrenoe,  and  easy  tt 


B  performed. 


toi^  and  danger,  and  privation ;  and  its 
hil  BcccHnplisnment  requiring  tiie  exer- 
tion of  great  and  peculiar  talents.  The  ordi- 
narj  mMtritA  of  the  army  i%  in  my  Judgment, 


but  little  qualified  for  the  extraordinary  par- 
poeee  of  suoh  an  expedition.  The  common 
men  are  disqualified,  by  education  and  habita, 
for  a  service  so  novel  and  peculiar ;  and  even 
the  talented  and  valaable  officers  fbmished  by 
that  admirable  mstitutiDU,  the  West  Point 
Academy,  would  find  all  their  elaborate  science 
and  skill  of  littie  avail  in  a  scene  so  novel,  and 
BO  wholly  difierent  &om  the  general  conise  of 
mihtary  movements.  But  the  gentleman  geta 
over  all  these  difficulties  by  the  aasnmption  of 
a  very  flattering  fact.  It  seems  to  me,  we  are 
all  fit  to  command  the  annies  of  the  republic 
We  are  all  bom  generals,    I  am  sure,  sir,  that 


possess 


tittle  < 


nothing  of  this  military  ii 


spiration ;  and  I  cannot  help  fearing  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  led  into  the 
charitable  error  of  imputing  to  all  his  country- 
men the  poBseesion  of  these  high  qualities  of 
command  by  his  own  conscioasnesa  of  ^jossess- 
ing  them.  It  is  related  of  King  Philip  of 
Macedonia,  that  he  was  astonished  at  the  won- 
derful abundance  of  military  genius  among  his 
enemies,  the  Athenians,  who  annually  elected 
ten  generals  to  command  ih%w  troope,  by  diur- 
nal rotation ;  whereas  his  majesty  of  Mocedoa 
could  find,  in  all  his  dominions,  no  man  bnt 
Parmenio,  fit  to  command  his  armies.  I  can- 
not tell  whether  we  most  resemble  the  subjects 
of  King  Philipj  or  the  citizens  of  Athens;  but 
I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  w« 
are  not  quite  all  generals,  fit  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  safety  of  the  blood  and  treaaure  of 
the  nation.  Were  I  abont  to  plan  such  an  ex- 
pedition, I  would  authorize  the  Kxeeutive  to 
enlist  a  corps  for  the  special  purpose.  I  would 
empower  him  to  choose  men,  both  to  oommand 
and  to  serve,  whose  former  vocations,  whose 
habits  and  peculiar  qaalifications,  would  afford 
some  gnarantee  of  ultiinate  success.  It  is  not 
the  business  of  a  day ;  it  takes  two  seasons  to 
convey  troops  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Ore- 
gon. The  first  winter  must  necessarily  be 
spent  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  near  the  coontrj 
of  the  Mandan  Indiana,  where  preparations  must 
be  made  for  the  toilsome  and  perilous  jonmey 
of  the  next  season.  All  the  privations  of  a 
wilderness  of  three  thousand  miles  in  extent, 
must  be  encountered,  and  numerous  tribes  of 
the  wild  natives  must  be  passe^  all  of  whom 
must  be  either  conciliated  or  subdued.  In  such 
a  service,  the  labored  acquirements  of  military 
science  wonld  he  of  littie  avail,  and  the  impet- 
nons  ardor  of  insubordinate  valor  would  be  im- 
pertinent, and  worse  than  uaeless.  The  com- 
mander of  such  a  corps  should  be  liabitaated 
to  the  wilderness ;  he  should  possess  a  calm, 
cool,  and  forbearing  intrepidity,  and  a  deep  ac- 
quaintance with  the  workings  of  untutored  na- 
tiire.  By  the  exercise  of  seme  of  these  valu- 
able qualities,  Clarke  saved  the  whole  party  of 
which  he  was  the  second  in  command.  The 
private  men,  too,  aboold  be  selected  for  their 
-isrtioular  aptitudes  and  qualifications.  And, 
or  such  employment,  where  will  you  find  men 
to  compare  witii  the  hunters  and  boatmen  of 
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the  North  and  West— the  hard^  sons  of  the 
fonets,  the  Iitkes,  and  the  rivers,  whom  no  dan- 
gers can  daont,  no  toils  exbaiut,  no  privations 
Mibdoet  Men  whose  adventoroiia  steps  have 
measDred  ererj  prairie  in  the  boondlesB  West, 
*nd  whose  bark  canoes  have  traced  ever; 
stream  in  the  dark  valleTs  of  the  monntains. 
Bach  are  the  materials  of  which  the  expedition 
should  be  composed;  and  without  Buob,  the 
enterprise  will  bc^n  in  doobt  and  hazard,  and 
will  probablf  end  Id  disappointment  and  morti- 
fioation. 

I  am  not,  said  Ur.  B.,  so  entirely  qipoeed  to 
the  militaty  oooopation  of  the  conntry  as  to 
resist  it  in  every  form ;  bnt  I  do  believe  that 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not  adapted  to 
the  end  proposed,  and  cannot  pouibl;  aocom- 
pliah  the  design.  Can  it  be  that  one  or  two 
little  forta,  garrisoned  b;  a  handful  of  onr  or- 
dinary troops,  can  afford  protection  to  onr 
traden  thronghont  that  eitenaive  oonntrj ; 
stretching,  as  it  doea,  from  ladtade  fortr-two 
to  fiftj-fonr,  and  fh>m  the  shores  of  the  Paoifio 
to  the  ridge  of  the  Rockr  Uonntainst  Bir,  it 
eaoDot  be. 

One  word,  sir,  on  the  sabject  of  extending 
ravil  jorisdiotion  over  the  oonntry,  and  I  have 
done.  Several  gentlemen  have  dwelt  with 
earnest  enqiharia  npon  the  extension  of  Ihe  jn- 
risdiction  <tf  the  Canadian  conrta,  b  j  an  aot  of 
the  British  Parliamant ;  and  seem  to  consider 
that  act  aa  novel  and  anomalouB  in  the  practice 
of  this  continent.  Bnt,  sir,  thej  have  over- 
looked our  own  statnte  book.  The  British 
Parliament  has  bnt  fbllowed  in  the  footsteps  of 
the  American  Congresa.  The  jnrisdiction  of 
our  conrta  has  been  lona  since  extended  over 
that  whole  country ;  and  for  the  trnth  of  this 
onertion,  I  refer  to  onr  own  jodioiarj  acts,  and 
especially  to  the  Indian  interconrse  law  of 
1803.  1  cannot  refer  at  this  moment  to  page 
and  section,  for  I  was  unexpectedly  drawn  into 
tUs  debate  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  Vii^^o,  (Mr.  Floyo,)  wlthont  any  previ- 
ous deugn  of  again  addreswng  the  committee. 
I  have  been  a  law  officer  of  the  Qoremment  on 
the  frontier,  and,  as  anoh,  have  been  called 
upon  to  aid  the  conrt  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  in  qaestion.  I  have  prosecnted  indict- 
ments for  offences  committed  far  beyond  the 
civil  limits  of  the  States  and  territories ;  and  I 
doobt  not,  that  every  Representative  here  from 
K  frontier  State  can  bear  witness  to  the  praod- 
eal  exercise  of  the  same  Jurisdiction. 

That  onr  civil  Joriadiction  is  extended  to 
that  conntry  is  beyond  dispute ;  bnt  I  will  not 
undertake  to  say  that  It  is  organized  in  such  a 
form,  and  defined  with  Bnch  prectraon,  as  to 
afford  a  certain  remedy  for  every  instance  of 
wronK.  If  our  laws  be  defeotjve  in  this  partic- 
ular, I  wilt  join  the  eentleman  in  applymg  an 
ijmnediate  remedy,  by  investing  the  frontier 
ooorts  with  all  snoh  powers  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry to  the  protection  of  oar  oilizeus  in  every 
part  of  Ihe  national  domain. 

The  progress  of  this  debate  has  had,  I  be- 


lieve, no  other  effect  than  to  prove  to  the 
members  of  this  House  how  ignorant  we  all 
are  of  the  snl^ect-matter  of  this  bill,  and  how 
unfit  we  are,  at  this  moment,  to  act  nnder- 
standingly,  and  with  self-satisfaction,  in  taking 
any  definitive  coarse  that  may  give  direction 
and  tone  to  ^e  ftiture  measures  of  the  Qovem- 
ment.  Sir,  as  yet,  we  have  but  a  glimmering 
prospect  of  the  promised  land.  We  see  it  as 
through  a  glass  darkly ;  and  I  do  in  my  con- 
science believe,  that  any  affirmative  coarse  that 
we  may  now  take  (beyond  a  simple  explora- 
tion) will  bq  adopted  at  the  manifest  hazard  of 
the  interest  of  the  nation  and  the  safety  of  the 
citizen. 

UovDiT,  Janoary  S,  182S. 

Zand  ClaimM  in  Tenneute. 

On  motion  of  "Mi.  Polx,  the  House  took  np 

the  bill  "  to  amend  an  aot,  entitled  'An  act  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue 
grants,  and  to  perfect  titles  to  certain  lands 
uierein  describeo,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to 
vacant  and  unappropriated  lands  in  the  same,' 
passed  April  lath,  1806." 

This  bill  had  been  under  consideration  dur- 
ing the  last  eeesiou,  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  had  been  lud  upon  the  table  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  an  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  MoLkait. 

This  amendment  Mr.  UoLbas  now  with- 
drew, in  favor  of  another,  proposed  to  be 
offered  by  Hi.  Osookht. 

Mr.  OaooxEtT  said  that  he  had  offered  to  the 
House  the  amendment  to  the  hill,  with  the  oou- 
fident  hope  that,  if  he  conld  succeed  in  oon- 
vinoing  the  House  that  this  could  not  prove  a 

Srecedent  for  its  action  in  relation  to  other 
tales,  and  that  the  land  it  propoeed  to  give 
away  would,  if  ret^ned,  be  of  no  use  or  value 
to  the  Qeneral  Government,  they  would  adopt 
the  amendment,  and  pass  the  bul.  He  regret- 
ted, on  this  subject,  to  be  under  the  necessity 
of  differing  from  his  respectable  colleague,  (Mr, 
Pole,)  hut  the  House  would  remember  that  bis 
colleague  and  himself  were  very  differently  sit- 
uated. They  had  received  iiutmotiona  from 
the  L^ialature  of  their  State,  to  ask  Oongreea 
for  a  general  grant  of  all  the  public  lands  re- 
muniug  onpatented  within  its  bonnds  for  the 
purposes  of  education;  and,  having  no  prior 
obligation  to  conflict  with  those  instrncuona, 
they  were,  of  course,  bound  to  obey  them.  Hcl 
it  wss  true,  as  one  of  the  Bepresentatives  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  inolnded  within 
these  instructions ;  but  be  had  a  higher  author- 
ity, to  which  it  was  his  duty  and  hu  pride  ever 
to  bow— his  last  instmctions  were  from  his 
own  conetitnents,  and  these,  in  his  estimation, 
took  precedence  of  all  others.  The  people  who 
had  honored  him  by  making  him  their  Repre- 
sentative, conceived  that  they  were  fairly  enti- 
tled to  the  lan^  for  which  they  had  instructed 
him  to  ask  this  House,  and  which  it  was  the 
olijeot  at  his  amendment  to  oonfto  i^on  them. 
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He  asked  this,  hovever,  not  on  the  nonnd  of 
■trict  tesAl  right ;  he  pretieiited  nothing  in  the 
■hape  01  a  demand ;  bat  he  presented  enoh  a 
case  as  he  believed  and  tmsted  wonld  not  fail 
to  awaken  the  Bjnipathies  of  this  House,  and 
efifeotoallf  command  its  liberalitj.  The  per- 
BOOB  In  whose  behalf  be  pleaded  were  the 
bardj  sons  of  the  soil ;  men  who  had  entered 
the  ooiuiti7  when  it  lay  in  a  state  of  native 
wUdness ;  men  who  had  broken  the  cane,  and 
opened  in  the  wildemeas  a  home  for  their 
wives  and  children.  The  most  of  these  enter- 
prising and  iDdnstrions  settlers  had  onoe  pos- 
sessed other  and  better  homes  than  they  now 
eq]of ed ;  the?  had  entered  on  fertile  lands, 
mder  titles  vhioh  tbej  believed  to  be  good, 
and  were  sacoesafhllj  poshing  theb  hmnble  bat 
Independent  fortune,  when  thej  were  nnez- 
peotedlf  driven  from  their  ifflprovemraita  b; 


had  sofibred  this  omel  disappointment  more 
than  onoe ;  thej  had  been  driven  from  im- 
provement to  improvement,  and  from  home  to 
Dome,  till,  In  despair  of  ever  realizing  their 
earlj  hopes,  the/  hod  settled  on  lands  that  no- 
body wonld  cbun — on  sortps  and  refuse  frag- 
ments of  the  s<ril,  whiob  remained  after  all  that 
was  valuable  hod  been  first  selected  and  occn- 
pted.  The  oonnti?  where  their  hnmble  homes 
were  situated  had  twen  thrown  open  to  war- 
rant-holders for  eight  years ;  floods  of  warrants 
had  been  issued,  and  armies  of  their  holders 
had  overspread  tJie  soil,  picking  and  colling  ont 
all  the  good  land  as  long  as  anj  was  to  be 
fonnd ;  and  it  was  the  fracUons,  tbe  odds  and 
ends,  the  rettse  which  remained,  in  shapeless 
fragments,  between  the  bonndary  lines  of  other 
tracts,  that  they  now  asked  of  Congress.  The 
land  was  of  poor  quality,  and  of  littie  valne  in 
itself;  bnt  it  was  dear  to  them,  beoaose  it  held 
their  home,  and  was  their  all.  The  coontry 
thns  dtnated  formed  bnt  a  small  portion  of  the 
Btate,  embracing  the  Oongresaloual  district 
from  which  he  came,  and  part  of  another  from 
which  came  his  coUeagne  on  his  right,  (Ur. 
PoLi.)  The  great  mass  of  it  lay  in  his  own 
district,  and,  in  faot^  made  np  the  whtde  of  Qiat 
district 

The  Honse  wonld,  therefore,  peroeive  how 
he  was  sitnated,  and  wonld  ^preoiate  the  obli- 
gations under  which  he  lay  to  press  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  impoedble  that  the  grant  of 
fractions  of  land  tbos  sitnated  oonld  ever  oper- 
ate as  a  precedent  for  grants  in  those  States 
where  the  jinblic  lands  were  regularly  lud  ont 
in  townships  and  sections,  by  lines  at  right 
anf^es.  TUs  conntry  bad  never  been  laid  ont 
at  all.  The  General  Qovemment  had  never 
had  a  enrveyor  wiOiin  ita  bonndariee.  It  was 
thrown  open  in  a  mass  for  the  satJsfacUon  of 
the  North  Carolina  warranto;  and  every  man 
who  had  a  warrant  banted  oot  the  best  land  he 
oonld  find;  and,  in  fliing  bis  boundary  lines, 
had  rei^wot  only  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and 
the  qtuntity  he  had  a  rigbt  to  take ;  and  th<u 


the  traots  located  were  of  every  conceivable 


sbf^ie.  On  the  Intervals  between  these  lines, 
the  people  for  whom  he  was  pleading  had  find 
their  little  homes.     They  bad   min^^ed  the 


sweat  of  thdr  brows  with  the  soil  they  oi 
pied,  and  by  the  bond  of  hard  and  persevering 
toil  had  earned  the  little  comforts  they  pos- 
sessed. Was  it  fair  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  take  away  these  hnmble  cottages  from 
them,  and  make  a  donation  of  the  whole  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  for  the  pDrpose  of 
raising  np  schools  for  the  children  of  the  rich  t 
I  ask  the  Honse,  sud  Ur.  C,  if  to  do  this  wiQ 
be  an  act  of  charity  to  the  poor  I  It  is  isked 
by  the  State  as  charity  r  will  it  be  w  in  ptaoti- 
eal  effectt  I  ask  some  of  it  bnt  not  k^  the 
State — not  for  the  sona  of  tne  wealtiir ;  but 
for  the  poor  and  industrious  men  who  have 
given  it  all  its  TBlne  hv  their  teil.  Give  it  (o 
them,  and  yon  will  bind  them  to  tii«r  Govern- 
ment by  an  indissoluble  tje.  Nothing  makes  a 
people  love  their  Government  like  such  acta  of 
parental  kindne«e.     Sir,  these  people,  thondt 

,  are  of  inesttmable  valne  in  a  fMe  repnV 

They  are  the  bone  and  dnewof  the  land; 
they  are  its  strenKth  and  its  bnlwark ;  they  m 
its  main  reliance  m  the  hour  of  danger,  and  the 
flrst  to  breast  the  onset  of  an  enemy.  Will 
yon  take  away  their  little  all  and  pve  it  to  the 
Legislature  to  speculate  upon!  Or  will  yon 
m^e  to  each  of  these  mentoriona  dtiiens  the 
donation  of  his  humble  piece  of  land,  where  be 
has  at  last  fonnd  a  refuge  from  the  pnrsalt  of 
more  snocessfol  warrant-ooldersl  It  is  dear  to 
him,  however  hnmble;  his  children  were  born 
npon  it ;  and  there  he  has  lived  in  peace  and 
contentment.     I  ask  you  to  ^ve  it  him,  and  I 

with  the  confident  hope  that  yon  will  do 
-..  Sir,  my  people  think  that  those  who  live 
northeast  of  the  dividing  line  have  already 
made  enough  ont  <^  them.  Uy  district  hai 
had  to  pay  one  hundred  thonsand  dollars 
towards  tne  erection  of  ooll^^  in  the  nordi- 

part  of  the  State.  I  tbink  this  is  qiuta 
enough,  bnt  still  more  is  now  demanded,  and  I 
"    ''  myself  under  the  necessity  of  deluding 

poor  district  agunst  all  Uie  rest  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  I  ahall  do  it ;  for  I  snt 
dependent  npon  them  for  my  station  here ;  and 
as  I  bold  a  seat  upon  this  fioor  I  diall 
take  tdeir  part  ag^st  all  who  would  euct 
upon  tbem.  Three  hundred  and  five  thoDMod 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  district  bavs 
already  gone  to  satisfy  warrants  which  I  never 
believed  to  tie  Just  in  principle.  The  OMnpio- 
mise  between  the  States  of  Tennessee  *nd 
North  Carolina  required,  indeed,  the  satisf^ins 
of  these  warrants,  but  they  had  been  iaoaed  to 
revolutionary  soldiers,  who  were  dead,  and  had 
no  heirs  living,  and  I  ever  viewed  the  arrange- 
ment OS  uiynst  and  oppressive.  When  the 
vas  debated  in  tke  Legislature  of  uiy 
State,  I  opposed  it  to  the  best  of  my  poor  abil- 
ity, bnt  we  were  overruled  and  bad  to  aobmit. 
According  to  that  arrangement,  Ibe  °'^^^y^ 
got  ^xtjr  thonsand  acres  of  our  liod.    im 
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DnlTenitj  of  Korth  C&rolisa  got  one  hundred 
ud  fbrtf  thooBaud  acres  more  of  it.  After  a 
little  wUle,  the  demand  for  ninetf-uz  thon- 
und  acres  more  was  made.  The?  demanded 
that  this  amount  ihonld  be  provided  fbr  and 
Roared :  that  I  also  opposed.  I  oould  not,  in 
taj  eonscieno^  oonsent  to  it^eoanse  I  did  not 
think  it  ri^t  in  prinoiple.  The  measure,  bow- 
erer,  weiat  into  effect ;  and  in  a  little  while  the 
ninety-aix  thoaaand  aoree  had  aweUed  to  one 
haodred  and  five  thonsand.  Yea,  one  hundred 
and  five  thonaand  acrea  taken  oat  of  one  litUe 
diitrict  I  Yon  can  readily  believe  that  raob  a 
draoght  aa  that,  made  ia  twenty-five  acre  war- 
nnta,  cnt  ne  ap  at  an  awM  rat«.  The  grant 
tar  the  support  of  ooUegee  drained  as  of  fifty- 
two  thonaand  five  hoadred  dollars  in  cash. 
A;,  nr,  in  hard  caah,  wnmg  from  the  hands  of 
poor  men,  who  live  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brow.  I  repeat,  tliat  I  waa  utterly  opposed  to 
tluf ;  not  beoanse  I  am  the  enemy  of  eduos- 
Kon,  bat  beoaoae  the  beneflta  of  edocatioa  are 
Dot  to  be  dispensed  with  an  eijaal  hand.  This 
ooUege  syatem  went  into  praotioe  to  draw  a  line 
of  demaroation  between  the  two  classes  of  so- 
dety — it  separated  the  children  of  the  rich 
from  the  children  of  tbe  poor.  The  children 
of  my  people  never  aaw  Hie  inside  of  a  college 
in  their  Uvea,  and  nerer  are  likely  to  do  so. 
TiKwe  who  passed  the  act  well  knew  that  we 
never  should  derive  any  good  ft'om  it :  bnt  they 
ionsted  that  the  land  shoold  be  given  up,  and 
they  sent  State  surveyors  to  survey  it  The 
eipenseo  of  that  survey  pressed  heavily  on  my 
MHutitnwta — ^it  drove  some  of  tiiem  to  their 
•rit'i  end.  Sir,  I  have  seen  tbe  last  blanket  of 
a  poor,  but  honest  and  indnstrjoiiB  bmily,  sold 
nnder  the  hammer  of  tbd  sheriff^  to  pay  for 
that  survey.  Ay,  air,  the  little  famiture  they 
kad  saved  from  better  days,  or  darned  by  long 


theae  were  made  on  men  whose  whole  worldly 
estate  oonusted  of  some  twen^  or  thirty  acres 
irf  the  pooreat  land.  Sir,  it  is  for  snon  men 
that  I  pWd.    I  ask,  In  my  plaoe,  as  their  advo- 


be  their  own.  While  liiej  bedew  it  with  the 
nreat  of  tbtar  fiuMfl,  let  them  at  least  have  the 
coDKlation  of  knowing,  that  ther  may  leave  it 
te  their  own  ohildxeo,  and  not  bave  It  sqnan- 
dered  on  the  sons  of  a  stranger.  Snoh  frag- 
mnta  ot  miserable  stnl  can  be  of  no  nae  or 
value  to  this  Goverament.  Ton  will  never 
iutrt  on  retaining  it  in  yonr  own  hands.  Yon 
win  acrrer  sell  itg  for  it  will  never  bear  the  er- 
pmae  of  surveying.  Yon  most  do  something 
wllh  it.  Will  yon  not  bestow  it  as  a  boon 
'■        -    ■       ■  ,[g  ^hoiu 

3  they  are  living 
i_.  _..«.  ^^  bring  up 

whose  husbands  fell  while  fiehting  jronr  battles 
oa  the  frontiem  Kone  of  Uiem  are  rich,  but 
they  are  an  honeet,  indnatrion^  bardy,  perae- 


vering,  kind-hearted  people.  I  know  them — I 
know  their  sitnation,  I  have  shared  Oie  hos- 
pitality of  their  cottages,  and  been  honored  by 
their  confidence  with  a  seat  in  this  assembly ; 
and  base  and  ongratefal,  indeed,  most  I  be, 
when  I  cease  to  rememl>er  it  Ko,  sir,  I  can- 
not forget  it :  and  if  their  little  all  is  to  be 
wreetea  from  them,  for  the  purposes  of  State 
specnlatioD ;  if  a  swindling  machine  is  to  be 
set  ap  to  strip  them  of  what  little  the  survey- 
ors,  and  the  colleges,  and  the  warrant-holders, 
have  left  them,  it  shall  never  be  said  that  I  sat 
by  in  silence,  and  refused,  however  humbly, 
to  advocate  their  cause. 

Ur.  Folk  rose,  and  sud  he  did  not  difl^r  so 
much  from  his  colleague  as  he  imagined.  The 
Iiegislatore  of  the  State  of  Tenneseee,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  relinquishment  which  they  ex- 
pected to  obtun  from  Congress,  had  already 
provided  that,  when  the  relinquishment  should 
be  obtained,  the  actual  occupants  shoald  have 
a  preference  of  entry.  He  was  confident,  there- 
fore, if  tbe  relinquishment  was  made,  that  the 
constituents  of  his  colleague  WAuld  not  be  mo- 
teated  in  thzir  possessions  by  the  Legislature, 
but  would  have  a  preference  of  entry  He  had 
prepared  an  amendment,  however,  to  the  origi- 
nal bill,  (which,  when  it  should  be  in  order,  ne 
would  oflbr,)  which  provided,  in  substance,  that 
the  Legislature,  in  appropriating  these  lands, 
should,  as  they  nad  already  by  their  acts  avow- 
ed their  intention  to  do,  give  a  preference  of 
entry  to  the  actaal  settlers.  Tliis,  it  occurred  to 
him,  would  embrace  all  the  objects  his  colleague 
asked.  He  would  ssk  how  the  object  of  nis 
colleague  waa  to  be  effoot«d  by  the  amendment 
which  he  proposed  I  How  oould  the  United 
States  patent  these  lands  without  first  eatab- 
lishing  a  land  office  in  the  oonntry  and  survey- 
ing them  I  We  know  the  United  States  never 
had  a  land  offioer  in  the  State ;  no  Federal  offi- 
cer had  ever  surveyed  them ;  and  without  first 
doing  so,  how  could  they  ascertain  what  lauds 
were  vacant,  and  what  were  not  ?  The  lands 
that  remuned  vacant  were  in  detached  parcels 
and  scattered  pieces,  and  were  the  refuse  lauds. 
AD  the  lands  that  had  ever  been  granted  in  the 
State  had  been  granted  by  State  authority,  and 
by  State  officers — by  State  surveyors,  by  State 
reeistors,  and  by  the  Qoveruor  of  the  State. 
a3  the  records  in  reference  to  these  lands  were 
in  the  archives  of  the  State.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  had  none  of  them ;  the^ 
had  no  power  or  control  over  the  State  offloers. 
Would  not  the  amendment,  therefore,  be  a 
nullity,  unless  Federsl  officers,  over  whom  Con- 
gress had  power  and  control,  are  appointed  to 
carry  it  into  effect  (  He  said  he  was  as  friendly 
to  these  setUere  as  any  one,  but  preferred  leav- 


ing their  interests  to  the  State,  who  had  never 
faued  to  provide  for  otters  similarly  situated. 
He  read  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  to 
offer,  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mallirt  said  that,  throughout  the  de- 
bate, it  seemed  to  have  l>een  taken  for  entnted, 
on  m  ^ee  of  the  House,  aa  a  mattw  of  ouaiM) 
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that  Oongrees  most  cede  thew  lEuidB  to  the 
Stat«  of  Teiueisee,  in  one  fonn  or  other ;  but 
the  gentiemen  from  that  State  seemed  to  be 
qnairelling  among  thetnaelvee  about  the  mode 
of  dividing  the  epoiU.  If  the  House  is  deter- 
mined on  making  the  donation,  it  ought  at  least 
to  bo  done  aocording  to  the  principles  of  jns- 
tioe  and  eqnitv,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  re- 
t«lD  the  diBtribntioQ  of  the  land  under  its  own 
control.  One  of  the  gentlemen  vsb  degiroae  of 
having  the  appliostion  of  the  gift  reserved  to 
the  State  Legislature.  Mr.  M,  aaid  he  had  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  State  Oovemment 
would  do  juBtJce  in  the  case ;  hot  he  preferred 
doing  justice  with  our  own  hands,  wherever 
this  was  practicable.  Why  should  the  House 
refer  to  others  what  it  conld  as  well  do  itself) 
He  had  no  objection  that  the  poor  and  indns- 
triona  settJers  should  receive  tne  gift  of  their 
UtUe  tracts ;  he  believed  that  no  gentleman  in 
the  HoQse  had  any  objection  to  it ;  and  if  so, 
whj  Dot  give  it  them  at  once  t  As  to  the  bal- 
ance which  may  remain,  some  gentlemen  con- 
tended that  it  would  amount  to  almost  nothing ; 
others  thought  It  wonld  be  verj  large  and  viu- 
usble.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  beet  to  ascertain  fir«t  what  it 
wonld  be,  and  whether  all  the  warrants  had 
been  produced  which  were  to  be  satisfied  out 
of  it ;  when  this  was  determined,  it  would  be 
time  enongh  to  make  the  donation  t«  the  State. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  had  ejected  that  the 
amendment  Teqnires  of  State  offieers  to  do  dntj 
under  the  anthority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Bnt  the  amendment  does  not  require 
this  at  all.  It  merely  says  to  certain  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  if  you  will  get  your  surveyore  to 
lay  out  this  land,  yon  shell  have  it  as  your  own. 
If  they  shall  apply  to  their  surveyors,  and  find 
them  BO  very  sensitive  on  the  point  of  honor 
that  they  will  not  move  in  the  affUr,  although 
their  fees  are  offered  them,  why,  then,  (stud 
Hi.  U.,)  I,  for  one,  would  say,  the  United 
States  surveyors  shall  lay  it  ont  for  them. 
But  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  beUeve  that  no 
Borveyor  in  Tennessee  will  refuse  to  act. 

Mr.  MiNXH  rose  to  incuire  what  was  the  qnan- 
tit;  of  laud  on  which  the  bill  proposes  to  act! 
Waa  it  one  million  of  acres,  or  four  millions  or 
tea  millions?  He  also  wished  to  know  what 
amount  wonld  be  given  by  the  amendment  to 
the  Bettlers  fbr  whom  the  gentleman  had  been 
tJeodiug.  He  also  wished  to  know  why  the 
United  States  should  cede  the  public  lands  in 
Tennessee,  to  that  State,  any  more  than  the 
public  lands  in  Ohio  or  niinois  to  those  Stalest 
Was  not  this  bill  an  entering  wedge  to  the 

Slon  of  getting  rid  of  the  whole  of  tne  public 
omain  t  What  special  reason  applied  to  Ten- 
nessee, which  did  not  apply  to  the  other  States 
where  we  had  lands  ? 

Ur.  Oboosett  replied  to  these  inquiries,  that 
the  public  land  in  Tennessee  had  never  been 
lud  oat  into  seotions  and  sold  at  the  land -of- 
fices, as  in  the  other  new  States.  These  poor 
people  oaimot  go  and  enter  a  section  or  a  quar- 
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ter  section  of  land,  as  in  Ohio  and  Illinois.  The 
United  States  never  had  a  surveyor  within  the 
State;  and  if  they  had,  itwouldcost  more  than 
ten  thoosand  dollars  to  bring  these  Ediapelesa 
remnants  into  market.  The  land  had  been 
thrown  open  in  a  mass  to  the  warrant-holders, 
and  they  had  ransacked,  picked  and  culled  it, 
till  every  thing  valuable  had  been  already  lo- 
cated. This  laud,  lying  between,  in  odds  and 
ends  of  every  form,  was  differentlv  situated 
from  any  land  held  elsewhere  bv  the  United 
States ;  and  therefore,  this  amendment  was  no 
entering 
cedent  li 

Hr.  BucKBXB  said  that,  when  this  bill  had 
been  up  at  the  last  sesrion,  he  had  been  oppoeed 
to  it,  and  had  sabmitted  his  reasons  at  some 
leng^.  The  bill  had  been  laid  upon  the  table ; 
flrom  whiidi  it  was  to  be  inferred  that  the  House 
judged  the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  ought  not  to 
pass.  Hr.  B.  said  he  had  heard  nothing  since 
that  time  which  operated  to  change  his  opinion. 
If  the  House  must  rive  land  away,  he  certainly 
preferred  the  amendment  now  under  considera- 
tion to  the  original  bill.  He  thought,  too,  that 
there  was  a  great  difference  I>etween  the  two 
amendmenta;  and  many  gentlemen  might  vote 
for  the  one,  who  could  not  vote  for  the  other. 
For  himself  he  never  had  recoguiied  the  elMroa 
of  Tennessee  to  these  lands ;  bnt  a  donation  to 
these  poor  settlers  wonld  not  fp  to  settle  the 
question,  nor  operate  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment. The  first  amendment  (Mr.  Pole's)  had, 
indeed,  been  emended,  by  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  withont  charge ; "  but,  situated  as 
those  words  were,  they  left  the  sense  very  in- 
definite. Withont  charge  for  what  t  For  en- 
try I  for  the  preference  of  location  ?  for  the 
fees )  Or  did  it  mean  withont  charge  by  way 
of  consideration  money!  He  presumed  the 
latter  to  be  the  sense ;  bnt  the  words  did  not 
clearly  convey  it.  As  to  the  difficulty  with  re- 
spect to  surveyors.  It  was  purely  imaginary; 
the  surveyors  would  be  willing  enongh  to  labor 
for  their  fees.  The  amendment  says  the  land 
is  to  be  granted  "  withont  charge ;  "but  who  ia 
to  pass  Oie  law  to  carry  this  provision  into  ef- 
fect t  The  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  But  the 
time,  the  prescribed  manner  in  which  the  pref- 
erence of  entry  is  to  be  obt^ed,  and  all  the 
subordinate  legislation,  is  left  to  the  Tennessee 
Legislature.  He  did  not  say  that  that  Legisla- 
ture would  not  do,  in  the  matter,  all  that  was 
just ;  but  certain  it  was  that  the  preference  of 
entry  might  be  so  encumbered,  as  to  render  it, 
in  effect  of  but  little  value.  He,  therefore, 
preferred  the  other  amendment,  (Mr.  Cbook- 
btt'b.) 

Mr.  Weihs  remarked  to  the  House,  that  a 
small  spark  often  kindled  a  great  matter.  Be 
viewed  this  bill  and  amendment,  as  of  serious 
im^rtance.  It  was  true,  that  this  Is  poor  land, 
which  would  bring  the  Government  in  debt  to 
survey  it ;  and,  as  the  settlers  are  very  desirous 
of  obtaining  a  valid  title,  it  may  perhaps  be 
given   them    withont  any  daogerous    oonse- 
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qnenoea.  Bat  if  sendemeD  would  cast  their 
■jea  It  tbe  new  States  of  this  Union,  and  at 
the  cUms  which  some  of  them  have  recentlj 
■drsooed  to  the  poaaesmoii  of  the  entire  public 
domun,  thej  wonld,  perhaps,  recognize  the 
wisdom  of  the  old  proverb,  "  Give  an  inch  and 
take  an  elL"  Thej  flrrt  petitioaed  for  a  port ; 
bat  now  they  begin  to  olum  the  whole  as  a 
riobt  As  to  the  present  amendment,  he  oon~ 
Noered  it  as  harmleas  in  its  cbsraoter.  The 
(nMKiDt  involved  was  sot  great;  bnt  if  the 
Honse  oonclnded  to  bestow  it,  let  them  do  it 
with  thdr  own  hands :  for  here  another  excel' 
lent  proverb  applied :  "  If  yon  want  jonr  work 
diMia,  send  yonr  servant ;  If  yon  want  It  well 
dne,  do  it  yonrself." 

Ur.  OiTLpvpxB  B^d  be  was  in  favor  of  the 
present  araendmenl.  He  had  in  general  been 
D[90wd  to  sivlnK  land  to  persons  settling  with- 
oot  title ;  bnt  tnese  persons  were  dif^rently 
dtoated.  The;  were  not  squatters,  but  per- 
KMis  who  once  had  title,  bnt  had  been  crowded 
ovt  bj  elder  warranta;  this  formed  a  case 
whieh  was  deserving  of  relief^  and  he  hoped 
that  the  am^idmeDt  would  preraiL 

l£r.  Bnj.  was  desirona,  if  tbe  mles  of  order 
permitted  it,  of  introdnoing  an  amendment,  b; 
wa;  of  rabstitote  for  that  of  Mr.  OsooKxn,  the 
otject  of -qhich  was  to  aive  all  tbe  remnant  of 
the  United  States  land  in  Tennessee  to  the 
Legifilatare ;  then  to  allow  the  aotnal  settlers, 
previons  to  December  last,  a  pre-emption  right 
to  the  lands  the;  had  settled  on,  at  tbe  rate  of 
t)iirt;-seveD  and  a  hajf  cents  an  acre ;  and  then 
to  devote  the  reeidne  to  the  oonstruotion  of  a 
road  from  Memphis  to  the  Oomberland  road  at 
Zsnesville. 

Hr.  IiBA,  adverting  to  the  importance  of  tbe 
■object,  and  the  manner  in  whioh  it  had  been 
complicated  b;  the  amendments,  and  a^pre- 
heniung  that  some  might  inadvertently  give  a 
rote  whioh  they  wonld  afterwards  re^et,  with 
ariewtogive  time  for  further  consideration, 
moved  an  ai^onrament;  which  moUoD  pre- 
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S^fiatd  Sugar, 
yti.  OanKKLBira,  from  the  Committee  on 
Cumneroe,  to  which  was  referred  the  amend' 
mant  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  allowing  an  ad- 
ditional drawback  on  sugar  refined  in  the 
United  States,  and  exported  tlierefrom,  report- 
•d  the  same. 
The  amendment  was  concorred  in. 

Slaterjf  in  the  Dittriet  of  Columbia, 
Ur.  itjssR  moved  tlie  following  preamble 

■ud  lesolntiona. 
Whersas  the  consUtutiOQ  has  given  to  Congress 

vitUa  tbe  District  ot  Coliimbts,  ths  power  of  "  ex- 

duaive  l^ialatioa  in  all  cases  whatsoeTer ;  " 
And  waereu  it  is  alleged  that  tbe  laws  in  respect 

to  ilaveTT  in  the  Distrlot  of  Columbia  have  been  al- 

nuM  entiiel;  Degleeted ; 
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From  which  neglect,  for  nearl;  thirty  years.  It  is 
alleged  there  have  grown  nuneroos  and  gross  cor- 
ruptions; 

Tint  riave-daalers,  gaining  confidence  from  Im- 
pnuity,  have  made  llie  seat  of  tbe  FedermI  Govern- 
ment their  head -quarters  for  carrying  on  the  domea- 
tia  slave  trade ; 

That  the  pnbllo  prisons  have  been  eitenaivcly 
nsed  (perverted  from  the  purposes  for  whioli  they 
were  erected)  for  carrying  on  the  domestio  slave 

That  oIBcen  of  the  Fi^deral  Oovemment  have 
been  empioved,  and  derived  emolument  from  earry- 
ineon  the  domestic  slave  trade ; 

That  private  and  secret  prisons  exist  in  the  Dis- 
trict fbr  carrying  on  this  traffic  In  human  beings ; 

That  the  trade  is  not  ecofined  to  those  who  are 
slaves  for  Ufe,  hut  persons  having  s  limited  time  to 
serve,  are  bought,  by  the  alave-deaiers,  and  sent 
where  redcev  is  hopeless ; 

That  others  are  kidnapped  and  carried  away  be- 
fore they  can  be  reeoDea; 

That  inatances  of  death,  from  awuish  and  deip^, 
exhibited  in  the  District,  made  the  cruelty  of  this 

That  imtanees  of  maiming  and  soidde,  executed 
or  attempted,  have  been  exhibited,  groiring  oat  of 
this  traffic  within  the  District ; 

That  free  petsons  of  color,  coming  into  this  Dis- 
trict, an  liable  to  arrest,  ImjHisonment,  and  sale 
into  slavery  for  life,  for  Jail  fees,  if  onable,  from  Ig- 
norance, miafortune,  or  fraod,  to  prove  dieir  free- 
That  adverUaements,  lie|iuning  "  We  will  give 
cash  for  one  hundred  likely  young  negroes,  of  both 
seies,  from  eight  to  twenty-five  years  old,"  con- 
tained in  tlie  public  prints  of  the  city,  under  the 
notice  of  Congress,  indicate  the  openneas  and  ex- 
tent of  the  traffic; 

That  scenes  of  human  beings  exposed  at  pobUo 
vendue  are  exhibited  here,  permitted  b;  the  laws 
of  the  General  Oovcrnmenl — a  woman  having  been 
advertised  "  to  be  sold  at  Llo;d's  tavern,  near  the 
Centre  Harket  Boose,"  daring  the  month  of  Deoem- 

And  whereas  a  Grand  Jur;  of  the  District  has 
presented  the  slave  trade  as  a  grievance ; 

A  writer  In  a  poblio  print  in  the  District  has 
set  forth,  "that,  to  those  wbb  never  have  seen  a 
■peotaele  of  the  kind,  (exhildted  by  the  slave  trade,) 
no  description  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of  its  hor- 

To  sach  extent  had  this  been  carried  m  1816, 
that  a  member  of  ConKress  from  Virginia  Introduced 
a  resolution  in  the  Hoose,  "That  a  eommltlee  be 
appointed  to  exan^  into  the  existence  of  an  in- 
human and  lU^al  traffic  in  shves  carried  on  in  and 
throDgh  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  measures  are  necessary  for  putUng 
a  stop  to  tbe  same ;" 

The  HoDsa  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvaida  at 
thnr  last  ses^oo,  by  an  abnost  DDaoimoas  vote  ex- 
pressed tbe  opiniw,  that  ^very,  within  the  District 
of  Colombia,  ought  to  be  abcdlshed ; 

Numeroos  petitions  from  various  parts  of  the 
Union  have  been  presented  to  Congrese,  praying  for 
ths  revision  of  the  laws  in  respect  to  slavery,  and 
the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District 
of  Golnmbia ; 

'  A  petition  was  presented  at  the  Isit  aessira  of 
Congress,  kgned  by  more  than  one  Ihoosand  in 
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Itaota  of  the  Diitrict,  prajisg  for  ■  gradual  abo- 
liUoD  at  BlkTery  therein : 

And  whereas  ihe  (en  mllea  aquare,  conttded  t 
eidiuive  legialatioa  of  Coagreaa,  oo^t,  for  the 
honor  of  Bepnblican  Govemnient,  aad  intereaU  of 
tha  Dlatrict,  to  exhibit  a  apecimen  of  pure  andjoat 

Bi  U  Raalved,  That  tb«  commttlM  for  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Columbiti  be  inetnicted  to  take  into  cocaid- 
enititHi  the  lava  within  the  District,  in  respect  to 
alaverr  ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
going ^egationa,  and  report  the  fact*  connecteiJ 
tiierenich,  nnd  that  they  also  inquire  into  the  sUts 
trade  as  it  eziata  io,  and  is  carried  on  through,  the 
District :  and  that  the;  report  to  the  Houae  such 
amendmeDta  to  the  eiialiiig  lava  u  abaU  seem  to 
them  to  be  jnat. 

Saolvtd,  That  the  committee  be  farther  tnatniet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocj  of  proriding  bj 
law  for  the  grmdual  abolilioo  of  il&Tery  within  the 
Dlatrict,  In  such  nuuiner  that  the  iDtereaU  of  no  in- 
dividual shall  be  iqjured  therebj. 

Ur.  VBBtis,  of  Uaryland,  moved  the  ques- 
tioQ  of  oonsiderfltion  :  on  which  qaeatioD  Mr. 
UtNKB  demanded  Ute  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered  bj  the  Hodso. 

The  House  agreed  to  oonNder  the  resolntjons 
—Teas  104,  nayg  70. 

Hr.  WvsLiFFB  moved  that  the  preamble  to 
tlie  resolutions  be  stricken  oat  He  bad  no  ob- 
JectioD  that  the  proposed  inqnlrj  be  enbmitted 
to  the  Committee  on  the  DiBtriot.  He  was  no 
advocate  for  the  trade  to  which  it  alluded :  bnt 
the  preamble  of  the  resolution  assumed  as  true, 
certain  &ct8  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and  of 
which  he  believed  the  House  in  general  knew 
as  little  as  he  did. 

Mr.  CoLPBPBB  hoped  the  motion  of  Ur. 
WioEUPFB  wonld  prevul.  He  had  voted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions;  bat  be 
was  not  in  favor  of  the  preamble.  The  gentle- 
man might  know  something  of  the  facts  stated, 
bnt  for  himself,  being  entirely  ignorant  of  them, 
ho  could  not  vot«  fur  a  preamble  which  pledged 
the  Honse  for  their  oorrectnese. 

Ur.  Weeub  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  con- 
sent to  the  omission  of  the  preamble.  It  was 
entirely  on  acconnt  of  that,  tli^  he  hod  moved 
for  the  question  of  conuderaticn :  for  his  own 
part  he  did  not  beUeve  one  word  of  what  it 
contained. 

Sfr.  UiNis  now  oommenoed  a  oonrse  of  state- 
ments in  support  of  the  resolutions  aad  pream- 
ble, which  were  interrupted  by  the  ezpiratjon 
of  tlie  honr  allotted  for  reporta  and  reaolationa. 

Oceupaney  of  (A*  Or^on  Sieer. 

On  motion  of  itr.  fLOYD,  the  House  again 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  took  an  the  bill  for  the 
occupation  of  the  Oregon — the  following  amend- 
ment which  had  been  proposed  by  Kr.  Dkat- 
TON,  being  under  oonsiaeration : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  ex- 
cept the  last  section,  and,  in  lien  thereof  in- 

"  That  the  Fi«iideD(  of  the  United  States  be 


heieby  authorized  to  erect  a  fort,  or  forts,  io  that 
p*K  of  the  Northwest  Coaat  of  America  which  is 
fdtoated  west  of  the  ea«tem  base  of  the  Stony 
Hountaina,  between  forty-two  and  fifty-four  degrees 
and  forty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  and  to  garrison 
them  with  a  competent  number  of  ttie  Doited 
Btates  troops,  not  eiceeding  tbur  hundred. 

"  Sec  S.  And  U  itfitrtha-  maeted.  That  the  Pre«- 
Ident  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  tba 
aforeaaJd  territory  to  be  explored  by  sneh  offloei* 
of  the  corps  of  eapneera  u  he  shall  aaleet,  and  that 
he  nay  delay  senduig  thereto  any  of  the  troopa  of 
the  United  States  until  after  anch  ezploralion  sbaU 
have  been'  made." 

Ur.  TATI.0R  had  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment,  by  striking  ont  all  after  "Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  flrat  teoticai, 
and  snbstitnting  the  following : 

"  Cause  ui  exploring  expedition  to  be  organixed 
and  executed,  to  consist  of  not  more  Ihaa  eighty 
persons,  including  a  corps  of  geognphen  and  topog- 
raphers, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  Information 
in  regard  to  the  climate,  soil,  natural  productions, 
ciTil  and  political  condition,  harbon,  and  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  territory  of  the  United  Sutes  west  tX 
the  Rocky  Uountains." 

Ur.  CAMBXKi^ENa  sud  that,  before  the  oom- 
mittee  decided  upon  either  of  the  propoaition% 


intimate  acqn^ntanoe  with  the  gentleman  BO 
ireqnentlj  referred  to,  (Mr.  Astor,J  he  had  been 
maoe  acquainted  with  many  facts  connected 
with  the  commercinl  and  political  history 
of  the  oonntry  beyond  the  Rocky  Monntiuns. 
He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  all  plans  of  oolo- 
oiang,  to  all  grants  of  land,  or  the  establishment 
of  a  territorial  govenmient.  He  was,  however, 
of  opinion  that  though  it  was  a  perplexing 

Snestion,  it  was  absolntelr  necessary  that  some- 
ling  shonld  be  done,  and  that  promptiy.  The 
plan  of  sending  ont  a  topographical  and  geo- 
graphical oorps  was  not  the  measure  reqi^ed 
by  the  natnre  of  the  case,  or  demanded  at  this 
oriais.  Although  not  concurring  entirely  with 
the  amendment  offered  bj  the  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Ur.  DBiTrON,)  he  was  anbetan- 
tiallj  in  favor  of  it.    He  thought  a  militaiy 

at  best  de«gned  to  secnre  the  objects  we 
,  now  in  view,  which  were  to  protect 
our  Indian  tradera;  gradually,  through  their 
agency,  to  regain  possesuon  of  that  oonntiy 
by  pacific  means  and  to  prevent  dispntea  be- 
tween the  traders  in  that  region,  which  might 
lead  to  W4r  with  Great  Britun.  We  have  (said 
Mr.  C.)  acqnired  a  title  to  that  country,  by  the 
aoquisition  of  LoniManaand  Florida:  onrolum, 
at  least  to  the  bonndary  established  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  4eth  degree,  he  thonght  oonld 
not  be  questioned,  and  that  was  for  north  of  the 
month  of  the  CalumblalUTer.  Antecedent  to  the 
war,  we  held  nndistnrbed  and  nndisputed  posaee- 
sionof  that  country.  In  1810,  one  of  our  citiKfu, 
a  merchant  of  enlarged  mind  and  daring  enter- 
prise, projected  a  setUement  on  the  Columbia. 
He  sent  tLe  Tonquin,  ot  SO  pma,  with  i^nai' 
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ttoea,  mecJuoics,  traders,  &a. ;  and  at  th«  ume 
time  deq>atohed  an  expedition  OTerland.  Both 
arrived  Id  ssTelj  and  founded  Port  Astoria.  The 
emipan;  oommenced  and  oontiaoed  to  enlarKO 
iu  trade  with  the  Indiana ;  pMta  were  eataV 
liihed  almoat  to  llie  moontaina,  and  a  line  was 
ooQiempUted  eatirely  aoroas  the  ooatbient. 
Ur.  A.  had  angaged  to  fomiah  $400,000,  and 
l«d  made  ooooderalde  lavgresa  in  this  bold, 
and,  M  it  wonid  have  bMn,  pcofit^)le  entaniriBe^ 
whao  dM  war  of  ISU  broke  out.  The  North* 
weit  OompaBf,  hia  great  rival  in  the  Air  trade, 
m  it  was  snpposed,  intimated  to  the  Britiah 
Qovenment  ibo  propriety'  of  sendingont  a 
TmmI  of  war  tooaptore  Fort  Astoria.  The;  at 
ttie  Mme  time  sent  an  agent  overland  to  alarm 
Iba  agent  of  Mr.  Astor,  and  to  indnoe  bim  to 
dispoae  of  the  aettlement  and  the  fan  oolleeted. 
Viubrbinately,  the  prindpal  twent  was  abaent, 
and  the  Bub-agent  sold  an  establish  meat,  which 
wia  then  worth  two  hundred  tbonoand  dollars, 
to  the  Northwest  Oompany,  fl:>r  aboot  forty 
thousand  dollars.  Tbns  waa  Hr.  Astor,  bj  an 
arti&o^  defeated  in  one  of  the  greatest  enter- 
]vises  ever  undertaken  by  bbj  one  individual. 
Oar  oommlsslonera  at  Qhent  were  appreben- 
■ivs  of  the  fate  of  Port  Astoria,  and  expressly 
provided  for  the  restoration  of  "  all  territories, 
places, or poeaeeBions.''  In]81T,oiirOoveniment 
uspatchea  the  Ontario  to  take  possession  of  it. 
b  1B18,  Lord  Oaatlereagh  complained  of  this 
to  Mr.  Roat— not  that  he  diepnted  onr  right — 
bat  that  notice  had  not  been  given  to  the  British 
Government,  who  wonld  have  given  orders  fur 
ita  restoration,  withont  wbioh  coUisions  might 
arise.  He  bad,  to  prevent  snoh  dispntes,  re- 
quested Earl  Batbnrst  and  the  oommiadoners 
oftheadmiraltv  to  give  orders  to  restore  Fort 
Astoria,  aoooroing  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ; 
his  Lordship,  at  the  same  time,  intimating  that 
Qrcat  BritUa  had  a  claim  to  that  conntry ;  bnt 
"  admitting,  in  the  most  ample  extent,  oar  right 


WW  accordingly  oespatobed  from  Lima,  with 
the  agents  of  the  two  Qovemmenta  ;  and  Fort 
Aitona  (called  by  tiie  Northwest  Oom^ny 
Fort  Qeorge)  waa  formally  restored  to  the  Ur' 
ted  States. 

As  new  pretensions  are  growing  np,  he  wonld 
read  thia  important  doooment  to  tiie  oomitdttee, 

"  Am  or  Snaamia  akd  AoKiowLiwiHm. 
"  In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  His  Boyal 
Bi^mess  the  Frioee  Kegent,  riened  in  a  despatch 
from  the  Right  Ho&orable  EulBithunt,  addreased 
to  (he  partoeTS  or  agents  of  the  NorlhvMt  Com- 
puy,  bearing  date  the  31th  Janaary,  ISIB,  and  in 
obsdianca  to  sabaeOBsnt  orders,  dated  the  2Slh  July 
lut,  from  Wm.  A.  Sheriff,  Ewi.,  Captain  of  his  Uaj- 
tsty*!  Mf  Andromache,  ve,  the  uudersigiied,  do.  In 
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"(KTea  noder  oar  hands,  in  triphcate,  at  Fort 


[H.  or  B. 

Geo  ge,   Cohmibia   Blver,   this    6th   of   Oetober, 
IBIB 

"T.  HIOET, 
"  CiMain  ofEi*  Jfajet^t  Mp  Blo»*om. 
"JAHESEflTH, 
"  Oftht  NortkiMtt  Comptmi/." 
"  I  do  hereby  acknowledgi  to  hare  thl>  day  receiv- 
id,  on  behalf  of  the   Govenmient  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  possession  of  tlie  settlement  dedgnaled 
above,  in  conformity  to  tlie  fint  article  of  the  treaty 
ofOfaent. 

Given  mider  my  band.  In  triplicate,  at  Fort 
Qeocge,  Colnnitda  Biver,  thIa  eth  of  October,  1818. 
"J.  B.  PBEVOST. 
"Ageitl/ortit  Uniitd  BtaltM.'^ 

Onr  agent  in  annobncing  this  snrrender,  says, 
that  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  was  lowered,  and 
that  of  the  United  Utes  hoisted  on  Fort 
George,  "  where  it  now  waves  in  token  both 
of  passeedon  and  of  sovereignty."  He  also 
adds,  that  the  Northwest  Oompauy"will  con- 
tinue to  oconpy  and  protect  it  nnder  onr  flag, 
until  it  shall  please  ^e  President  to  ^ve  orders 
for  their  removal."  Under  what  pretext  then 
can  Great  Britain  dispute  om-  right  to  the  po»- 
sesidon  of  that  ooontrj ) 

In  the  same  month,  (continaed  Ur.  0.,}  tn  a 
distant  part  of  the  world,  a  oommeroial  treaty 
was  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Brit^.  The  British  commissioners,  ap- 
predating  the  valae  of  thia  trade,  the  advan- 
tages of  uie  harbor  at  the  montli  of  the  Colnm- 
bia,  and  wisely  foreseeing  that  this  mixed  qnee- 
tion  of  boundarr,  Indian  trade,  and  territorial 
dominitm,  wonla  becmne  one  of  magnitnde  be- 
tween tlie  two  comitries,  orged  it  npon  onr 
commiscdoners.  The  latter  seemed  to  view  it 
wi\h  comparative  indifference.  Considering  It 
nnimportant,  they  admitted  the  third  article  in 
the  treaty  of  1816,  leaving  the  bonndartea, 
rights,  and  claims  of  the  two  coontriee  as  they 
were,  and  merely  agreeing  to  a  reciprocity  in 
the  Indian  trade.  This  was  an  nnfortnnate 
concession  to  Great  Britain ;  it  was  only  a  nom- 
inal reciprocity,  and  has  operated  as  an  actnal 
snrrender  of  that  whole  conntry  to  her  traders. 
And  however  small  this  concession  may  have 
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may  torn  out  hereafter  to  be  large  enough  for 
the  foondation  of  a  fatnre  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Northwest  Company  ought  to  have 
been  allowed  snfQcient  time  to  close  ita  con- 
oema.  A  Joint  trade  should  never  have  been 
permitted  with  the  Indians.  That  company 
were  then  in  poasesmou  of  the  trade — whoever 
has  that,  mnst  have  the  Indians ;  and  whoever 
has  them  will  have  the  country.  Under  that 
provision  Uiey  have  spread  their  trade  into  the 
Interior.  The  two  companies  were  nnited  in 
1831,  and  the  Hudswi's  Bay  Company  was  char- 
tered for  twenty  years.  Under  the  advantages 
of  transferring  their  affairs  from  Hudson's  Bay 
to  Colombia  Biver,  the  shsres  of  that  company 
have  risen  from  sixty  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  sterling.  Their  returns  have  been  an- 
noally  inireasing  at  tlie  rate  of  from  rizty  to 
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one  hundred  thouBaiid  doUan  in  each  j^tx,  and 
the  entire  retuma  for  the  year  1S28,  estimated 
by  one  familiar  with  the  valae  of  fare,  ia  about 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  thonsand  dollars. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  unfortunate  oonoes- 
aioD,  another  East  India  Company  is  growing 
upon  onr  frontiera,  spreading  through  a  coun- 
try to  which  onr  righl  of  poeseBaion,  at  least,  ia 
nnffi^nted,  and  reaching  not  only  through  our 
dominiona,  hnt  extending  &odi  the  polar  re- 
pona  to  California. 

ThQ8  have  we  been  Mtaallj  diapoaaeeBod  of 
tbe  country  beyond  the  Rooky  Uonntaina.  In 
what  way  can  we  regain  it,  without  violating  onr 
obligations,  and  disturbing  the  harmony  between 
the  two  DonntriBB  t  We  muat  either  diaoontdnue 
our  treaty  acoonUng  to  ita  oontingent  proTinon, 
and  take  tneaaurea  for  removing  the  Hudson'a 
Bay  Company,  or  establiah  Government  trading 
honaee,  on  'Hi.  Jefferson's  plut,  or  adopt  the 
meaanre  proposed  by  the  gentlem.an  from  Sonth 
Oarolina.  The  first  would  be  unfriendly  and 
ezpenrive,  and  conld  be  only  gradntlly  effeiAed. 
We  know,  by  experience,  that  the  second  wonld 
be  more  expensive  than  the  laat.  There  seema 
to  l)e  no  practicable  alternative  bat  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  military  peat  for  the  protection  of 
your  traders.  Est^uah  that,  and  tbey  will 
feailessly  pnah  their  eipeditiona  to  the  mouth 
<iS  the  Oolnmbia.  A  depot  would  soon  be 
formed  there,  under  the  protection  of  your 
poet;  an  annual  ship  would  visit  that  settle- 
ment to  take  out  sappliea,  and  carry  the  furs 
and  peltries  to  Canton.  Tour  traders  wonld 
gradually  exclude  those  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany, for  no  nation  can  contend  with  us  in 
eqnal  competition ;  and  you  would,  in  lime, 
peaceably  regain  tlie  poHsession  of  that  country. 
bur  treaty  can  be  in  no  manner  violated  by  the 
establishment  of  such  a  post.  That  rt^on  is 
now  free  and  open  to  the  traders  of  both  na- 
tions; but  that  IB  all  we  have  conceded.  "We 
have  given  Great  Britain  no  right  to  establish 
forte,  and  place  garriaona  in  that  country ;  nor 
have  we  surren^ed  to  her  our  right  to  estab- 
lish military  posts  in  any  region  to  which  she 
admita  onr  right  to  be  the  "party  in  poasession 
while  treating  of  the  title."  8he  may  oMm 
tbat  country ;  so  may  Bassia,  France,  Spain ; 
bot  would  eiUier  of  them  dispute  onr  rignt  to 
be  the  party  in  possession,  and  onr  aovereign 
right  to  forti^  our  possessions  ?  Our  purpose 
in  establishing  a  military  post  ia  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  ol^ect  of  our  treaty — the 
"  only  object "  of  that  provision  being,  as  it  de- 
clares, "to  prevent  disputes  and  differences  be- 
tween the  nigh  contracting  parties."  These 
have  alrea^  began;  some  of  our  traders  have 
been  cut  of^  where,  or  by  whom,  is  unknown, 
but  it  ia  not  difficult  to  conjecture  by  whose 
agency.  Plant  your  military  post  in  the  neigh- 
tiorhood  of  Fort  Qeorge,  you  will  hear  no  more 
of  our  traders  being  cut  off  in  the  interior ;  you 
will  protect  the  traders  of  twth  countries,  and 
prevent  collisions  between  them.  Great  Brit- 
ain certainly  cannot  oltjeot  to  a  measure  of  pre- 


caution  and  humanity,  while  we  do  not  go 
beyond  that  region  to  which  she  baa  aolemi^ 


should  t>«  produced  by  it,  and  go  al    . .  . .  „ 

the  people  of  the  United  Striw,  that  the  terri- 
tory in  queatlon  waa  of  little  oonaderation,  in 
the  judginent  of  the  HooM.  If^  in  coaaeqnenoe 
of  miunformation,  or  want  of  information, 
such  a  result  ehonld  be  prodnced,  the  question 
on  the  territory  wonld  stand  worse  than  if  it 
had  never  beeu  agitated.  It  was  for  tiiis  rea- 
son that  he  waa  induced  to  trouble  the  oom- 
mittee  for  a  few  moments.  The  goitlenian 
from  Viri^nia  (Mr.  Flotd)  had  yesterday  pnt 
into  lus  hands  a  work,  which  he  hod  nevw  be- 
fore Been,  written  by  an  individual  who  cer> 
tainly  posseased  ample  means  of  informataon, 
and  who,  like  the  correspondent  of  the  gentlo- 
man  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bates,)  was  one  of  tb« 
first  company  sent  out  bj  Mr.  Astor  to  th« 
mouth  of  the  Columbia.  Ilie  work  in  queatioa  . 
appeared  to  be  substantially  the  journal  kept 
by  him,  from  the  time  of  his  sailing  from  New 
York,  in  Beptember,  1810,  till  his  return  hom^ 
after  the  dissolution  of  Mr.  Astor's  establish- 
ment. The  work  is  the  production  of  a  Cansr 
dian  Frenchman,  and  though  without  preten- 
sions to  literary  merit,  is  probably  the  amplest 
account  which  has  been  published  of  Mr.  As- 
ter's establishment^  and  foniisbes  oos^emble 
information  with  respect  to  the  eountry  <sa  the 
Columbia  Biver.  It  waa  not  Mr.  E.'b  design  to 
go  over  the  gronnd  in  detail,  but,  in  caating  his 
eye  through  the  v<duma,  he  had  noticed  a  few 
Btatomeuts  whiob  he  thoo^t  would  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  committee. 

One  of  the  most  important  oonaiderBticMiB,  in 
regard  to  thia  region,  is  that  which  conceros 
the  harbor  at  the  month  of  the  Columbia  River, 
and  the  entrance  into  it.  Our  navigation,  and 
whale  fishery,  on  the  Facnfic  Ocean,  are  vaat^ 
important  to  the  country;  and,  as  he  had  stated, 
on  a  former  occasiou,  nnless  we  have  a  retreat 
into  the  Columbia  Biver,  or  the  other  harbors 
in  this  territory,  there  b  not,  on  all  the  ooaat 
of  the  Pacific,  a  port  to  which  we  conld  have 
recourse  in  time  of  war.  The  property,  which, 
in  the  event  of  a  war,  would,  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  strongetrt  naval 
power,  would  exceed  by  ten  times  the  expense 
of  fortifying  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Giver. 
Now,  it  hod  been  represented,  in  this  debate, 
that  the  harbor  within  the  month  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Biver  was  nearly  inacoeaaible,  and  tha^ 
particularly  in  the  six  winter  montiia,  it  waa, 
m  conseqaenoe  of  the  monsoona,  entirely  an, 
Mr.  E.  believed  this  to  be  quite,  an  erroneooa 
statement.  The  entrance  to  the  harbor  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  considerable  difficulty, 
which  arose  from  the  heavy  surf  on  the  bar, 
and  this  difSciUty  was  of  course  greater  in  some 
states  of  the  wind,  than  in  others.  But  he 
was,  he  believed,  warranted  in  saying,  that  the 
winds  were  variable  in  this  r^on ;  and  that 
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tlw  Golnmbia  River  might  be  entered  at  all 
Kasoiu  of  the  yew.  80  far  from  bein^  Lnao- 
oesable  in  Winter,  the  voasel  which  oamed  oat 
l£r.  Astor'a  first  oompany,  the  onfortonate  ship 
tooqaln,  (of  whose  &te  a  verj  interesting  ao- 
DOUDt  ia  contained  in  the  work  Jnst  mentioned.) 
eaUred  the  month  of  Colombia,  with  ooiuid- 
oable  difficulty,  it  mnst  be  admitted,  on  the 
Sath  of  March ;  O&pt  Gray,  in  the  Colnmbia, 
entered  it,  I  believe,  on  the  11th  or  13th  of 
Mij;  the  Beaver  arrived  on  the  Sth  May, 
1811 ;  the  Albatross  on  the  4th  Aognst,  181S ; 
the  Racooon  a  British  ship  of  war  of  twenty-eiz 
gang,  on  the  OOth  of  November ;  the  Pedlar, 
on  the  SSth  of  Febmarj.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear any  thing  extraordinary  or  peculiar  in  the 
cuefl  of  the  foregoing  vessels,  which  seems  ac- 
ewdin^  to  show  that  the  river  is  aooeasible 
tt  alt  seasons  of  the  year.  It  is  to  be  borne  in 
Blind,  that  there  is  as  yet  nothing,  or  next  to 
Rothing,  to  facilitate  the  entrance.  The  month 
of  the  Colnmbia  has  not  yet  foond  its  way  into 
our  coast  pilots.  Valuable  soundings  have 
been  nude ;  bnt  even  theee,  not  to  the  extent 
to  which  they  are  generally  made  in  the  waters 
of  eanntriee  long  settled.  There  are  no  light 
bouea,  no  buoys,  no  landmarks  well  asoer- 
tiined,  and  no  pilots.  A  strange  veaael  «p- 
proaching  almost  any  harbor,  that  of  Boston, 
lor  instance,  with  imperfect  oharta,  withont  a 
description  of  the  channel,  and  withont  a  pilot, 
tnigfat  carry  away  the  impresuon,  that  It  was  a 
T«7  difScnlt  harbor  to  make.  What  would 
the  navigation  of  the  Mersey,  and  tiie  entraooe 
to  the  port  of  Liverpool  (the  greatest  centre  of 
navifation)  be,  without  any  of  the  faoUities  al- 
Inded  to!  On  this  sntyect,  I  cannot  but  refer 
tlie  committee  to  the  statements  m&de,  and  the 
tutborities  oolleoted,  by  Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massa- 
ehuetts,  in  bis  report  from  a  Select  Committee 
on  this  snlfject,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
flnt  session  of  the  nineteenth  Congress.  What- 
ever the  difficnlty  might  be,  it  was  well  remark- 
ed by  Mr.  BayUeB,  that  it  would  torn  to  the 
sdvsniage  of  the  United  States.  Possessing 
the  superiority  of  the  local  knowledge  of  the 
harbor,  our  small  trading  ships  would  find  in 
it  s  secure  retreat  from  foreign  vessels  of  war, 
Ices  wqn^nt«d  with  the  entrance  and  less  able 
to  cross  the  bar.  It  will  also  be  reoolleoted, 
that  all  the  objectdons  made  apply  to  the  month 
ti  the  Oolnmbia  Biver,  and  that  Fort  Discov- 
ery, a  degree  or  two  further  to  the  north  and 
rlly  within  onr  rightfiil  limits,  is  nniversally 
itted  to  be  one  of  the  best  ports  in  the 
world.  And  even  the  mouth  of  tlie  Colnmbia 
Kiver,  with  all  Uie  difficolties  and  hazards  of 
its  entrance,  is  the  regnlar  Inlet  of  the  anppliea. 
■nd  outlet  of  the  peltries  of  the  re^on  drained 
by  the  Colnmbia  and  its  northern  branches. 
The  trade  is  as  regular  as  any  in  tlie  world. 
Keither  is  the  climate  as  nngenial  and  dreary 
u  it  has  been  represented,  or  as  gentlemen 
might  infer  from  the  high  northern  latitude. 
There  la,  on  the  contrary,  no  doubt  that  it  is 
from  mx  to  ten  degrees  nulder  than  the  climate 


of  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  continent.  It  is  a  fact,  almost  too 
familiar  to  be  repeated,  that,  other  things  being 
equal,  such  is  always  the  ease  on  the  western 
side  of  a  continent,  compared  with  the  eastern. 
The  island  of  Great  Britain,  for  instance,  por- 
tions of  which  enjoy  an  exceedingly  mild  cli- 
mate, are  comprehended  within  tlie  same  par- 
allel as  Labrador,  one  of  the  most  inhospitable, 
regions  of  the  globe.  The  month  of  the  Co- 
lumbia River  is  very  nearly  in  the  latitude  of 
the  Bontbem  portion  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence; and  wnile,  from  these  latter  waters, 
proceed  the  enormous  monstains  of  ice  so  dan- 
gerous to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantio  coast, 
when  they  have  been  carried  down  to  a  lower 
latitude,  the  thermometer,  It  is  said,  rarely  de- 
scends bdow  the  &eedng  point,  at  the  month 
of  the  Oolnmbia.  The  writer  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  above,  makes  the  following  remark : 

"  From  the  time  of  ont  arrival  on  the  ColumUa 
River,  we  had  expected  that  the  vioier  woold  be 
about  as  ligorouB  u  that  to  which  we  lud  been  ao- 
cusiomed  is  the  eune  ladtude.  But  we  were  soon 
undeceived.  The  niildneas  of  the  climate  did  not 
allow  us  to  bring  fresh  meat  from  Wohuuat  to  Aa- 
toria." 

On  a  sabseqnent  page  It  is  observed  1 

"  During  three  years  that  I  passed  at  the  Cdnm- 
bia  Biver,  the  cold  scarce  ever  went  belo*  the  Reel- 
ing point,  and  I  do  not  think  the  heat  ever  rose  above 
seventy-Sve  or  seveiity.«ii  d^rees." 

When  we  reooUeot  that,  in  the  same  ladtudea. 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  continent,  a  long  and 
intensely  cold  winter  b  followed  by  a  short 
summer,  during  a  part  of  which  the  thermom- 
eter sometimes  rises  above  the  one-hundredth 
d^ree,  we  must  admit  that,  in  this  respect,  the 
region  in  question  is  favorably  oircnmstanoed. 
The  rainy  season,  instead  of  lasting  eix  months, 
as  I  think  it  has  been  said  in  this  debate  to  do, 
is  said  by  this  acthor  to  prevail  from  the  begin- 
ning of  October  to  the  end  of  December, 

In  regard  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  a  con- 
siderable diversity  of  statement  aeema  to  exist. 
The  gentleman  from  Missonri.  (Mr.  Batbs,)  on 
the  Htren^  of  respectable  autnorities,  had  rep- 
resented It  as  a  region  of  almost  unexampled 
sterility.  Gentlemen  who  will  turn  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  Select  Committee,  in  1886,  will 
there  find  representations,  seemingly  authentic, 
of  an  opposite  character.  The  tmth,  no  donbt. 
as  to  the  general  character  of  the  country,  will 
be  fotmd  in  a  medlmn  between  the  two  ac- 
counts, and  either  account  is  probably  oorreot, 
in  reference  to  particular  parts  of  these  re^om 
— the  stmimits  of  monn^ns,  the  precipitous 
banks  of  rivers,  and  meadows  overflowed  by 
the  tide,  and  of  course  unfit  for  onltivation. 
On  the  contrary,  we  have  the  best  information 
that  extensive  valleys  and  tracts  of  level  land, 
and  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Columbia  Biver, 
are  well  wooded,  or  otherwise  evidently  fertile. 
The  writer  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  men- 
tions some  beta,  from  which  we  are  aotttoriEed 
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to  infer  that  tiiera  is,  in  portionB,  at  least,  of 
the  conntTf,  a  aoil  wbicb,  under  sncb  a  climate 
as  we  know  to  eiiat  there,  mnst  be  abnndantlj 
adequate  to  the  pnrposea  of  hn8baQdi7.  Thus, 
he  iajB : 

■'  The  aur&ce  of  Che  soil  in  the  riXlejt  contista  of 
a  stratum  of  fire  or  six  inchea  of  dsrk  Tegelable 
earth,  resting  on  another  of  gray  earth,  ettretoelj 
cold.'' 

This,  certtunl^,  will  not  compare  with  tlioae 
regions  of  the  United  States  which  possesa  a 
vegetable  soil  of  eereral  feet  la  depth ;  bnt  in 
New  England,  I  believe,  the  farmers  would 
■very  generally  componnd  for  eix  inches  of  veg- 
etable soil,  let  the  sab-soil  be  what  it  would. 
It  is  true,  as  was  stat«d  by  the  gentleman  from 
ICssonri,  (Mi.  Bates,)  and  as  is  also  stated  in 
the  work  of  Franohere,  that  Mr.  Astor's  party 
were  not  very  sncoeasfnl  in  their  agricoltoral 
attempts.  Of  the  vegetables  and  seeds  which 
they  planted,  nothing  came  to  maturity  bat 
radishes,  tnmips,  and  potatoes.  The  tnmips 
were  of  prodigious  size :  one  of  them  was  fonnd 
to  weigh  over  fifteen  ponnda.  From  the  fulnre 
of  their  garden,  Mr.  Franchere  draws  tlte  in- 
ference that  the  soil  along  the  banks  of  the  Oo- 
lombia  was  not  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  hus- 
bandry. It  would  seem  more  natural,  how- 
ever, to  ascribe  this  fdlure  to  a  want  of  Si^ri- 
ooltnrsl  skill  in  tLe  party ;  to  their  occnpatioa 
in  other  pnrsuits ;  or  to  their  having  chosen  a 
garden  apot  il]-adapt«d  to  that  object.  At  all 
events,  in  a  mild  climate,  it  is  not  posaible  that 
a  soil,  covered  with  various  kinds  of  forest  trees 
which  we  know  to  exist  in  this  region,  should 
not  also  admit  moat  of  the  other  vegetable  prod- 
ucts of  tbe  temperate  zone. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  conntir  on  tbe 
banks  of  the  river  is  unquestionably  that  of  fer- 
tility and  beauty.  Mr.  Astor's  party  on  ar- 
riving in  the  month  of  March,  fonnd  the  season 
forward.  Speaking  under  date  of  the  L2th 
April,  Mr.  Franchere  says : 

"  The  Spring,  ordioarilj  late  In  so  high  ■  latitude, 
was  already  far  advanced.  The  leaves  had  begun 
to  appear ;  the  earth  was  covered  with  verdure ;  Uie 
weather  was  superb,  and  all  nature  waa  smiling." 

No  doubt,  as  this  author  presently  states,  the 
long  confinement  of  the  party,  in  a  wintry  voy- 
age around  Cape  Horn,  mode  every  thing  ap- 
pear doubly  beautiful.  They  were  last^  now- 
ever,  from  the  Sandwiob  Islands.  In  describing 
tm  excursion  subsequently  made  into  the  in- 
terior, he  uses  this  language : 

"  Our  guide  made  us  enter  a  little  river,  on  the 
bank  of  which  we  found  a  suitable  place  to  eo- 
caiDp,  under  the  oaks,  and  atoidst  flowers.  Ascend- 
lug  the  rivec  the  next  day,  we  found  a  village,  the 
most  beautifully  ^Cuated  In  the  world,  In  a  verdtuit 
plain,  covered  with  every  species  of  flowere, 
closed  by  superb  groves  of  oak.  Thefrealii 
beauty  of  this  spot,  which  nature  seemed 
adorned  and  enriched  with  her  beat  gifts,  coiitraaled 
In  the  most  striking  manner  with  the  poverty  and 
filth  of  its  inhabiUnts,  and  I  regretted  that  it  had 
not  fallen  to  Che  lot  of  civilized 
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I  have  gone  into  these  referenoee  and  cita- 
tjona,  because  no  printed  source  of  ioformatioD 
seems  more  authentic  tlian  that  from  which 
they  are  taken ;  and  because  it  seema  to  prove 
that,  though  the  region  watered  by  Uie  main 
stream,  the  Columbia,  is  probably  not  one  of 
extraordinary  agricultural  promise,  it  most  be 
very  far  removed  from  tbat  general  atotA  of 
desolation  and  sterility  in  which  it  has  been 
described. 

Mr.  BatUj  of  Ulwonri,  said  tha^  many 
pointed  allusions  having  been  made,  dnring 
the  debate,  to  the  observations  which  he  had 
made  on  a  former  day,  he  should  once  more 
trouble  tlie  House  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a 
few  words  in  explanation.  It  was  entirely  nn- 
neoessary  to  enlarge  on  Ibe  importance  of  the 
suliJect,  for  he  would  tell  them  to  look  at  the 
map,  and  they  would  see  that  the  bill  proposed 
an  extent  of  eountry  almost  as  lat^  as  the 
whole  of  the  old  tluTt«en  Stat«e;  and  com- 
prised of  re^pons,  manj[  parte  of  which,  if  in- 
habited at  all,  were  inhabited  by  savages. 
Much  lias  been  said  of  the  frequent  reonrrenoo 
of  murders  by  the  Indians ;  but  he  must  say, 
that,  though  no  man  could  deplore  these  md- 
BDcholy  events  more  than  he  did,  (and  he  had 
cause  to  deplore  them,  many  persons  with 
whom  he  had  been  aoquunted  having  at  vari- 
ous times  been  massacn^  by  them,)  yet  nev- 
ertheleas,  he  saw  nothing  to  oe  surprised  at  in 
the  ciroumstance.  Many  citizens  had  been  re- 
cently killed  by  the  Pawnee  Indians,  on  the 
road  between  the  Banta  Fe  and  Missouri, 
close  upon  the  frontiers  of  tliat  Stat« ;  whj 
then  feel  amazement  tiiat  such  atrocities  wex« 
perpetrated  at  a  distance  far  removed  from  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  jnstioe !  And  how  could 
that  House  obviate  the  possibility  of  future  oo- 
onrrenoes  of  that  description !  What  mwal  ef- 
fect oould  their  legislation  ap<Hi  the  subject  be 
attended  with!  Oould  it  extend  a  eolutary  con- 
trol over  tiie  unshackled  minds  and  unshackled 
bodies  of  those  wild  barbarianat     Oertaiulj 

There  waa  another  oironmstanoe  which  de- 
served their  grave  and  serioos  reflection,  before 
they  oould  arrive  at  tlie  necessity  of  tne  bilL 
Moet  of  those  lamented  events  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  agency  of  causes  which  operated 
equally  over  all  human  nature — robbery  waa 
the  motive.  The  irresistible  temptation  Ol- 
fered  to  those  rude  children  of  the  foreet  to  po»- 
sesa  themselves  of  the  property  of  the  traders, 
was  the  motive  of  tlie  destruction  of  many  <x 
the  whites  who  perished  in  those  regions.  The 
gentieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Floid)  had  al- 
luded to  the  oircumetancea  attending  the  toss 
of  men  attached  to  Gen,  Ashley's  partry.  That 
gentieman  was  a  personal  friend  of  hia,  and  he 
waa  well  acquainted  with  all  the  oircumstanoe^ 
Two  of  his  men,  who  commanded  unall  parties 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  individuals,  were  eurprised 
bj  tiie  Indiana,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
hunter,  who  was  engaged  at  a  distance  in  pre- 
paring breakfast  for  his  compauioDB,  all  masM- 
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«red.  The  inducement  to  this  horrid  ilaoghtei 
via  the  volaable  cargo  of  furs,  to  the  amoant 
he  understood,  of  more  thtm  twenty  thousand 
didkia,  with  which  thej*  were  then  retaruing 
from  the  ooontij  beyond  the  Bookj  Uonn- 
tiini.  It  wu  an  incontestable  fact  which,  it 
wonld  be  Been,  bore  strongly  on  the  question 
before  the  Honse,  that  mare  property  was  lost, 
utd  more  Uvea  wer«  saorifioed,  in  one  year,  in 
the  dty  of  Lond<ni,  or  even  in  the  city  ot  Puis, 
(the  latter  <rf  which  great  cities  bore  no  pro- 

Ertion  to  ^e  former  In  the  enormity  and  nnm- 
r  of  ita  Crimea,) — it  was,  he  stud,  demonstra- 
ble, that  robbery  and  assassination  were  more 
frequent  and  prevalent  in  tlioee  two  great  cap- 
itals of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Eorope, 
Zogland  and  France,  (the  latter  of  wliich,  in 
psrtioalar,  had  always  been  celebrated  for  the 
nneaoallea  vigilance  of  ita  police,)  than  in  the 
•itdeet  and  moat  desolate  r^ona  of  the  North 
Amencan  part  of  Uie  continent.  Then  why 
(he  taked)  shonld  it  be  addnoed  as  an  argn- 
latat  in  &Tor  of  that  bilL  that  the  measures 
propoBed  by  it  would,  in  the  event  of  its  being 
carried  into  ezeoution,  put  a  final  termination 
to  the  exceoses  of  thoae  miserable  and  benight- 
ed savagMi )  Mr.  B.  then  refbrred  to  the  state- 
ment  of  the  individual  lh>m  Montreal,  and  c^  Mr. 
ffllson  P.  Hnnt.  They  mi^t  be  true,  said  he, 
to  a  oMitun  extent — but  ther  were,  if  taken  on 
the  whole,  delusions — not  mtentional  or  wil- 
ful dela^ns,  he  firmly  believed.  He,  Mmself, 
might  sappoee,  or  even  go  near  to  admit  the 
tia,  that  the  valleys  were  beantifttl  in  appear- 
uce;  clewed  witli  verdure;  smUiog  with  the 
earliest  productions  of  Bpring ;  perhaps,  as  the 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Oeofonej/  ef  At  Ongam  Sittr. 


gatleman  ttcm  Maasaotaosetts  had  observed 

nil  qnotationa.  enamelled  with  tlie  brightest  ._ 

flawen,  and  irrigated  by  the  most  crystal  of 


waters.  But  what  was  to  be  fonnded  upon 
fuch  basest  The  bounty  of  nature  in  those  re- 
^cna  waa  prnfectly  illusory.  The  exoellenoes  of 
(oil  and  climate  which  he  liad  feebly  attempted 
to  describe,  and  which  certainly  were  confined 
to  the  raising  of  eeculent  roots,  were  limited  in 
their  extent,  trsneitoiy  in  their  nature,  and 
brief  indeed  in  their  duration.  Those  valleys, 
rfwhich  so  much  had  been  »aid,  were  annual- 
ly inondated — in  the  month  of  June  they  were 
invariably,  as  he  had  before  stated,  submerged 
in  deep  water,  arisiiig  from  the  melting  of  the 
mow.  The  House  should  not  confound  that 
piMtion  with  matters  of  commerce,  with  which 
It  had  no  necessary  connection,  and  thereby 
give  a  factitiouB  importance  to  a  subject  in  hk 
ewnion  altogether  worthless.  After  some  fur- 
ther obeerratioDs,  Mr.  B.  said  hie  cordially  oon- 
enired  in  the  propriety  of  dltolniahingthe  Brit- 
ifh  Inflnenoe  over  the  Indiana,  with  whom  the 
otiutm  of  the  United  States  were  continually 
in  eontaet  Bnt  how  was  that  to  be  done  t 
Why,  let  them  put  an  end  to  the  intercourse 
euried  on  between  the  British  and  the  Indiana 
*aoK  the  Canadian  frontiers,  and  then  that 
Hoose  and  the  oonntry  would  hear  no  more  of 
■uirders  perpetrated  by  savages,  armed  widi 
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British  riflea  of  recent  manufacture— with  riflea 
bearing  on  th^  locks  the  stamp  of  1S34.  To 
return  to  tite  quesljon  before  them.  Let  the 
House  take  the  pains  to  collect  the  neoeeaary 
information,  before  fixing  upon  a  pemutaeat 
basia  their  relations  wit£  a  people  compara- 
tiuly  unknown,  and  certainly  wild,  nncivUlsed 
and  barbarous.  Let  Qiem  not  establish  a  prec- 
edent, which,  in  after  timee,  might  be  follow* 
ed,  to  the  desbnotion  of  the  reonblic.  In  the 
course  of  those  convulsions  ana  revolutions  to 
which,  it  appeared  probable,  tbeir  n^hbors 
on  the  soDthem  part  of  the  continent  would 
have  to  pass  throngh,  the  ambition  of  the 
United  States — if  they  might  leam  from  the 
experience  of  past  ages,  even  republics  were 
ambitions — would,  it  was  within  the  compass  of 
human  probability,  lead  them  to  look  to  a  larther 
and  wider  extension  of  their  power.  Was 
there  no  snoh  place  as  the  island  of  Onba — an 
island  lying  off  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  command- 
ing the  de&meAe  of  the  Mississippi,  and  being, 
tharefor^the  key  of  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Weet  t     were  there  not  such  &ir  domains  to 

SLSp  at,  as  some  desirable  parts  of  Meiioo  and 
Inmbiaf  He  begged  the  Honse  to  reflect 
upon  SDch  things  J  to  take  into  their  most^s- 
creetand  grave  consideration  the  importance  <rf 
that  qnestion,  and  the  momentous  oonsequen- 
cea  which  might  result  upon  it ;  and  then  to 
say  collectively  to  the  nation,  and  individually 
to  their  constituents,  whether  the  pasBage  of 
that  bill  would  oonduoe  to  the  interests  of  the 

Mr.  T^TLOB  B(^d  he  had  no  desire  to  under- 
value  the  territory  in  question,  althou^  the 
most  authentie  aoeounte  concerning  it,  whioh 
be  had  been  able  to  examine,  induced  him  to 
believe  it  widely  different  from  the  "  twrestrial 
paradise,"  whiidi  it  had  been  represented  by  the 
writer  introdoced  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachnsetta,  (Mr.  Evebctt.)  The  information 
oommunicated  to  this  committee  by  the  sentle- 
maa  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bins,)  waa  derived 
from  Bonroes  of  great  re^>eotability.  It  waa 
sufficient,  at  least,  to  teach  us  cantioo ;  to  send 
explorers  before  we  take  military  possessiDn  of 
the  country  by  the  erection  of  forts.  But  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  a  good  country,  capable  of  re- 
warding the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
traders,  does  it  foUow  that  we  ought  to  erect 
forts  and  garrison  tliem  with  troops  i  What 
is  our  actnu  sitnatioa  in  regard  to  this  territo- 
ry !  The  treaty  of  1818,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  fUled  to  define  the 
limits  between  tiie  two  Governments.  Both 
otoimed  title  to  it,  and  to  prevent  dimutee,  it  waa 
agreed  that  it  should  remain  free  and  open  to  the 
dtiieos  and  sabjeots  of  the  respective  powen 
fi>r  t«L  years.  That  provision  has  reoenUy 
been  renewed  for  an  indefinite  time,- reserving 
to  each  Government  a  right  to  terminate  it  by 
^ving  twelve  months'  notice.  Until  HQch  time, 
neither  party  ia  entiUed  to  exclusive  posseidon, 
Now,  I  ask,  what  possession  can  be  more  ex- 
dosive  than  that  which  con:uabi  in  buildins 
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forts  with  our  national  treasure,  and  garrison- 
ing them  with  oar  national  troops  I  I  view 
this  matter  (said  Mr.  T.)  Tei7  different  from 
the  delcDCea  erected  hj  traders,  to  protect 
tliein  in  their  boBioeea  of  trapping  ana  hont- 
ins,  against  the  violence  of  savages  or  rivals. 
Whatever  maf  be  the  relative  rights  to  t^is 
ooantry,  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, so  far  as  present  possession  is  <Mnc«m«d, 
we  have  agreed  to  be  tenants  in  oonimon.  No 
act  can  be  rightfollj  done  b;  one  party,  which 
majnot  with  eqTial  propriety  be  done  bj  the 
other.  If  we  may  erect  a  fort  on  the  Ooloin- 
bia  River,  Great  Britun  ma;  do  the  same. 
The  worda  of  the  treaty  apply  t«  every  port  of 
the  territory.  1  pray  yoor  attention  to  the 
phraseology : 

"It  is  agreed  that  any  coantTy  that  may  be 
cUmfd  by  either  party,  on  the  Northwest  Coast  of 
America,  westward  of  the  8Coiiy  Hountuos,  shall, 
togetiier  with  Its  harbois,  bays,  and  creeks,  uid  the 
navigation  of  all  liven  within  the  same,  be  free  and 
open  to  the  vcskU,  ciUieus,  and  subjects,  of  the 
two  powers,  it  being  well  understood  that  this 
agreement  is  not  to  he  c^jngtrued  to  the  prejudice 
Many  claim  which  either  of  the  two  iiigh  contract- 
ing parlies  may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  country, 
nor  Bhall  it  be  taken  to  affect  the  claim  of  any  other 
power  or  state  to  any  part  of  the  eaid  coantry  ;  the 
only  object  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  in  that 
respect,  being  to  prevent  disputes  and  differences 
among  themselres. 

Do  gentlemen  agree  that  Great  Britain  has  a 
right  to  baild  a  national  fortress  on  tlie  south 
side  of  the  Colnmbia,  and  to  garrison  it  with 
British  troops  I  Ko,  they  do  not.  They  pro- 
test ag^st  it.  They  talk  of  national  honor, 
and  defending  our  title  to  the  last  extremity. 
Bat  thay  seem  to  forget  that  the  qaestion  of 
title  is  in  abeyance,  if  I  may  so  ap»eak,  and  mast 
remain  so  while  the  treaty  is  in  force  regulat- 
ing the  possession.  I  compare  this  territory  to 
a  waste  or  open  common,  lying  between  two 
manors.  The  proprietors  of  each  claim  title  to 
the  whole ;  they  attempt  to  agi;ee  on  a  divis- 
ion; varions  propoutions  are  made  and  r^eot- 
ed;  and  finally  it  is  agreed  to  oconpy  jointly, 
for  the  present,  reserving  a  right  to  each, 
whenever  be  shall  think  proper,  on  reasonable 
notice,  to  dissolve  the  Joint  possession,  and  en- 
force his  separate  title  m  his  own  way.  If  dar- 
ing the  continuance  of  tliis  agreement,  either 
r7  should  enolose  a  portion  of  the  common 
bis  separate  use,  or  strengthen  himself  in  its 
possession,  bo  that  he  could  hold  out  against 
right,  if  the  title  should  be  adjudged  in  the  oth- 
er, in  my  opinion  he  would  be  a  violator  of  the 
compact.  In  this,  in  our  thriftless  haste  to  col- 
onize this  uUima  Tkule  of  business,  I  think 
we  are  beginning  at  th»  wrong  end  of  America 
— nay,  not  of  Amerioa — bnt  of  the  habitable 
earth ;  we  seem  to  overlook  the  natoral  order 
of  things.  If  the  treaty  is  found  to  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  United  States,  notliing  ia  easier  than 
to  get  rid  of  it.  A  short  notioe  to  the  British 
QovemmeDt  will  enohle  ua  to  take  oor  own 


oonrse  in  this  matter,  free,  at  least,  trom  tbt 
imputation  of  bad  faith.  Bnppose,  however, 
the  treaty  to  be  set  aside,  and,  confident  in  our 
title  to  the  coantry,  we  determined  to  erect 
forts  for  the  purpose  of  defending  our  citiiuis 
ag^nst  aggression;  what  protection  could  a 
fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oolnmbia  afford  te 
traders  and  trappers,  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
distant,  in  a  rugged  and  almost  unpasssble  wil- 
derness f  Barely  none,  either  agwnst  a  savage  or 
a  British  rival.  Avarice  and  revenge,  as  here- 
tofore, wonld  continue  to  perpetrate  deeds  <d 
blood,  and  find  impnnity  in  the  deep  recesses 
of  the  forest.  Is  it  wonderful  that  mnrdeis 
are  oommitt«d  in  tlie  Indian  coantry  ?  Who 
does  not  know  with  what  deadly  hate  the  tread 
of  a  white  hunter  is  heard  by  the  Indian  watch- 
ing his  tr^>s?  The  deer  and  the  buffalo  &de 
away  belbre  the  maroh  of  civilization,  and  the 
hungry  savage,  taming  his  back  on  the  bones 
of  his  fathers,  vexed  by  the  ploughshare  of  his 
abhorrence,  directe  his  indignant  steps  towards 
the  setting  sun, 

Hr.  OAMBosLKsa  replied  to  his  oolleagne, 
who  inquired  how  a  military  post  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  could  protect  our  traders  hun- 
dreds of  miles  in  tbe  interior ;  how  were  they 
cut  off!  that  it  was  by  the  secret  agency  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Oompany.  Establish  your  posts 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George,  and  out 
traders  will  not  be  missing.  They  wUl  go  in 
perfect  security,  from  the  moantaina  to  that 
poe^  whenever  the  Hadson  Bay  Company 
know  that  there  is  a  power  at  hand  to  protect 
them  against  the  autiiors  of  saoh  atrocities. 
Too  mach  had  been  conceded  to  Great  Britain 
in  the  debate ;  even  more  than  she  herself  pre- 
tended to  olslm.  The  ooiuitry,  it  was  true, 
was,  by  the  treaty,  "free  and  open"  to  the 
traders  of  both  nations;  hut  the  rights  and 
claims  of  both  parties  were  not  changed  in 
any  manner  whatever ;  our  risht  to  possession, 
which  carried  with  it  the  ngLt  to  establieh 
military  posts  to  prevent  maasaorea  in  that  re- 
gion ;  and  her  mere  claim,  which  gave  to  Great 
Britain  no  right  whatevar  to  establiah  a  p^- 
BOD,  or  place  a  cannon,  within  the  boundaries 
of  that  country,  the  possesion  of  which  she 
bad  formeriy  conceded  to  the  United  Btat«e 

WiDHSBnai,  January  7. 
Simmy  in  the  DUtriet  o/  ChlumHa. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WiOKUFiTK,  to  strike  out  the  preamble  to  the 
resolution  offered  by  !Ur.  Mihbb,  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia — 

Mr.  MniEB  continued  bis  remarks,  cut  short 
yesterday.  Mr.  U.,  in  commencing  his  q>eeah, 
observed  that,  as  doubts  had  been  ezpreMcd  of 
the  correctness  of  the  allegations  eet  forth  in 
the  preamble,  it  became  his  duty  to  the  House 
to  Euiow  that  they  were  well  founded.  Sii 
purpose  in  presenting  the  matter  in  Uiis  form 
was,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Hona^  by 
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eODceotniting,  in  the  nuroweBt  compass 
poirer,  aome  general  prindples  and  striking 
aets,  1)earinK  upon  the  anbjeot.  In  the  flrat 
{dace,  (aud  Mr.  iL,)  I  have  set  forth  tiko  oob- 
atilalioaal  power  of  Oongreas  over  this  District. 
On  Uiia  point,  1  anppoee  there  can  be  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  In  article  1,  aeotion  8,  of  the 
nNutitution,  it  is  declared  that  OoOKrees  ahall 
have  power  "  to  exeroiM  ezdnsive  legislation, 
in  all  casee  whataoever,  over  anoh  district  (not 
exceeding  ten  milea  equare)  aa  maj,  bj  cession 
of  partionlar  States,  ani  the  aooeptance  of 
Otn^reaa,  become  the  ae&t  of  GoTemment  of 

tbe  United  States."     The  words  are  falL  clear,  ..„.,... 

and  explicit.    The  power  extends  to  "  legisla-    datj  to  bring  the  aabject  to  your  notice,  in  a 


n  in  all  cases  whatsoever."  We,  ther^bre, 
are  the  local  as  well  as  general  Legislature 
here.  Marjland  has  do  longer  any  anthority ; 
Timnia  haa  no  longer  an?  legislative  power 
viuiin  the  District.  If  evila  eziat,  we  alone 
can  remedy  them.  If  iiynstice  and  oppression 
prevail,  we  are  alone  reaponaible. 

And  here  (said  Mr.  M.)  I  wonld  most  oar- 
neetlj  improea  apon  the  House,  that  those  who 
soffer  evila  whidi  they  alone  have  the  power 
to  prevent,  are  acconntable  for  these  evils. 
The  Jc^slatnre  that  permits  bad  laws  to  re- 
main in  force,  is  not  less  responsible,  before 
Sod  and  the  world,  for  the  injostioe  that  re- 
mits from  them,  than  tlie  legislatnre  that  en- 
acts Qignst  laws,  or  the  Government  that  per- 
petrates i^jnetice,  I  am  aware,  dr.  that  the 
mbject  of  alavery  is  one  of  great  delicaoy,  ei- 
dtiag  atrong  feelinga  whenever  it  is  mentioned ; 
bat  it  exists  here,  and  ezerciaea  a  large  influ- 
ence in  the  District;  yet^  dnce  the  Federal 
Qovemment  was  established  in  this  place,  it 
baa  been  almiost  wholly  neglected.  Maryland, 
in  the  liberal  spirit  of  tlie  age,  has  softened  the 
harsher  fbatores  of  her  laws  in  respect  to  this 
dase  of  persons.  But  the  ameliorating  infln- 
sDoe  tn  her  statutes  extends  not  within  tne  lim- 
its she  has  ceded  to  as.  The  code  of  Virginia, 
I  beHevcL  has  undergone  salatory  modifica- 
tions. Oar  legislation  has  left  the  snl^eot 
where  we  found  it  nearly  thirty  years  ago. 
Gentlemen  f^m  the  Sooth  did  not  feel  it  to  be 
thdr  dnty  to  move  in  the  matter ;  gentlemen 
tntm  the  north,  seeing  it  created  so  mach  es- 
dtement  whenever  mentioned,  have  parsed  it 
by.  In  conaeqnence  of  this  neglect,  as  I  shall 
show  yon,  have  grown  numerous  cormptions, 
leading  to  cmelty  and  i^jastice  that  ought  no 
Inuer  to  be  tolerated. 

And  here  permit  me  to  remark,  sir,  that  the 
extreme  eenntiveness  snpposed  to  exist  when- 
ever dftvery  is  mentionwi,  ought  not,  in  my 
judgment,  to  prevdl.  It  is  a  great  political  in- 
terMt  in  tbe  oonntry,  which  tiie  prescient  eye 
of  the  statesman  cannot  fail  intensely  to  regard. 
Oonflning  myself  to  this  District,  slavery  ex- 
ists here,  and  while  it  exists,  mnat  be  regulated. 
Sooner  or  later  it  mnst  become  the  snltjeot  of 
ODT  legisl&tjon.  Now,  to  my  mind,  there  is 
nothing  more  dear  than  this,  that  every  sub- 
ject having  s  broad  politaoal  beanng,  or  whioh 
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it  is  onr  dnty  to  regnlate  by  legislation,  ongbt 
in  these  halls,  consecrated  to  the.  Ireedom  of 
debate,  to  be  spoken  of  by  members  fteely,  fa- 
miliarly, and  without  even  the  apprehension  of 
giving  pun  or  offence.  O^rtamly  this,  like 
every  other  matter,  should  tie  disonased  in  a 
suitable  temper,  and  with  a  proper  defbrenoe 
for  the  opinions,  and  delicacy  for  the  feelings, 
of  those  who  entertain  different  sentimenta. 
As  it  regards  davei7  and  the  slave  trade,  m 
they  prevail  within  this  District,  having  exam- 
ined the  anbjeot  with  care,  having  vidted  your 
prisons  and  other  scenes  of  wretohednees,  as 
one  of  the  looal  l^islatore,  I  have  felt  it  my 


best  calculated  to  awaken  yoor  atten- 
tion to  the  evils  that  exist 

Among  the  allegations  in  the  preamble,  are 
these :  That  slave-dealers,  gaining  confidence 
from  impuni^,  have  made  tbe  seat  of  the  Fed- 
eral (jovemment  their  head-qnarters  for  carry- 
ing on  the  domestic  slave  trade ;  that  the  pubUo 
pnsona  have  been  extensively  nsed  for  carry- 
ing on  the  domestic  slave  trade  j  and  that  of* 
ficers  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  have  been 
employed,  and  derived  emoluments,  from  carry- 
ing on  thia  traffic.  By  papers  fiimisbed  me  ij 
the  keeper,  it  appears  tnat  there  were  sent  to 
prison  for  safe-keeping,  that  is,  aa  well  under- 
stood, for  Bale,  and  imprisoned  as  nmaways : 

Tikcn  up  u  nuuiriji. 


In  1S24,        -  81 

ISae,        -  1S4 

1826  and  ISaT,  168 

1828,       -  ei 


58 


Debtors,  and  persona  charged  with  criminal 
offences,  of  conrse  are  not  Included  in  this  state- 
ment. Bo  that  it  wonld  appear  that,  in  the 
last  five  years,  more  tium  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty persona  had  been  oonfined  in  the  public  pris- 
on of  the  dty — a  prison  under  the  control  of 
Oongresa,  and  regulated  by  its  laws — for  sala 
in  the  process  of  tiie  slave  trade.  Sudi  (said 
Mr.  M.)  is  not  the  intention  for  which  tbe  pris- 
on wu  erected.  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  she  Is 
concerned,  and  her  meana  are  wpropriated  to 
repair  and  keep  up  the  prison,  I  am  confident 
in  saying,  does  not,  ana  never  haa,  intended 
that  it  diould  be  nsed  for  this  purpose.  On  a 
former  ooeadon,  duty  led  me  to  make  some 
statements  respecting  this  matter,  before  the 
House,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  bring  to 
mind.  Visiting  the  prison  m  1626,  and  passing 
through  the  avenues  that  lead  to  the  cells,  I 
was  struck  with  the  appeanmce  of  a  woman 
having  three  or  four  children  with  her,  one  at 
the  breasts  She  presented  such  an  aspect  of 
woe  that  I  could  not  hdp  inquiring  her  story. 
It  was  simply  this :  She  was  a  slave,  but  had 
muried  a  man  who  was  free.  By  him  she  had 
eight  or  nine  children.  Moved  by  natural  af- 
fection, tbe  father  labored  to  support  the  chil- 
dren, bnt,  as  they  attuned  an  age  to  be  volna- 
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Ue  in  m«A«t,  perhaps  t«n  or  twelTs,  tbe  mM- 
tor  told  them.  One  after  another  wis  takan 
awa;  and  aold  to  the  aUve-dealen.  She  had 
now  oome  to  an  age  to  be  no  looger  profitable 
aa  a  breeder,  and  her  master  had  separated  her 
from  her  hoaband  and  all  the  aaaociationa  of 
life,  and  sent  her  and  her  children  to  your  pris- 
on for  aale.  She  wat  waiting  fbr  a  purchaaer, 
and  Memed  to  me  to  be  more  heart-broken 
than  any  oreatnre  I  had  erer  novo.  I  am  free 
to  aty,  air,  and  I  would  appeal  to  every 
goitlemaa  who  hears  me,  to  say,  if  it  is 
pro^  that  the  pnhlio  priaona  imder  our  jnris- 
dietion  ahonld  be  tned  to  mnj  on  a  traffic 
whioh  exhibits  soenes  like  this.  Of  the  four 
hnndred  and  fiflj  others  I  know  nothing.  I 
•ee  no  reaacm  to  snppose  that  there  were  not 
many  oaeea  of  eqnal  cmeltj.  Of  the  two  hnn- 
dred  and  ninety  oommitlM  as  mnawsys,  many 
were  delivered  to  their  mafiters ;  eome  were 
sold  for  want  of  proof  that  they  were  free ; 
and  eome  proved  uieir  freedom,  and  were  dia- 
ohargod.  It  seems  to  me  a  hardship,  Uiat  per- 
•ons  Dom  free  in  New  York,  PennsyW^ia,  or 
elaewhere,  who  perhaps  never  thon^t  of  a  <At- 
tifioate  of  freedton,  shoold,  witbont  any  oharae 
of  orimet  if  they  oome  wiwin  this  IHstriet,  be 
thrown  Into  priAon.  Some  proo^  at  least, 
on^t  to  be  made,  rdsbw  «  prenunption  that 
they  are  ranaway  ilavea,  befiMre  they  eboald  be 
deprived  of  personal  hber^,  A  free  man, 
poor,  friendless,  and  i^orant,  so  arrested  and 
oonflned  in  a  cell  <j  httle  more  than  ten  feet 
square,  would  havebnt  slight  ohanoe  of  asaert- 
lug  his  ri^ta.  Five  that  were  committed  In 
1826-7,  without  any  proof  of  their  being  slavea, 
were  sold  for  their  Jul  fees  and  other  expenses. 
I  oonld  wish,  sir,  we  knew  what  they  sold  for, 
and  what  became  of  the  money.  It  will  be 
Been,  on  a  moment's  refleotaon,  how  strong  the 
motive,  on  the  part  of  the  slave-traders,  and 
those  who  find  it  their  interest  to  aid  them,  to 
seiae  npon  persons  who  oome  into  the  Disliiot, 
to  confine  them  dooely  in  prison,  to  Intercept 
their  letters,  to  permtt  them  to  be  sold,  and  to 
bny  them  in.  The  system  natnrally  leads  to 
frejid  and  t^jnatJoe;  in  mdib  {nstanoea  to  great 
omelty.  In  Angnet,  1831,  a  black  oao  was 
taken  np  and  impriwHied  as  a  runaway.  He 
was  kwt  oonfined  until  October,  162% — fonr 
hondred  and  five  days.  In  this  time,  vermin, 
disease,  and  misery,  had  deprived  him  of  the 
nse  of  his  limbs.  He  was  rendered  a  cripple 
for  life,  and  diaoharged,  as  no  one  would  buy 
him.  Tnmed  ont  npon  the  would  as  a  misera- 
ble paopor,  disabled  by  onr  means  from  gaining 
■□beiBteiiae,  he  is  eometimee  eapportM  frmn 
the  poor  bonae ;  sometinieB  oravee  alms  in  your 
streets.  I  cannot  think  that  thcae  things  ought 
to  be  so.  They  appear  to  me  as  incomp^Jble 
with  onr  daty,  aid  the  intereets  of  the  Dis- 
trict, as  they  are  ccmtrary  to  the  principlea  of 
Jnstioe  and  the  rights  of  hnmamty.  For  their 
aervioes,  it  osnnot  be  snppoeed  that  the  Uar- 
ehal,  tmd  his  deputies,  the  keepers  of  the  pris- 
OOB,  go  unrewarded.    They  are,  I  take  it,  fede- 


ral (dSoraa,  deriving  (heir  powers  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  What  is  (he  amonnt  of  thdr 
feea  and  their  perqnisitee,  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing.  Bnppose  fees  and  commissions  oa 
eat^  person,  of  twenty  dollars— that  would 
on  402  X  SO =9, 040— upwards  of  nine  thoDsana 
dollars  In  five  years.  Half  that  smn  would  be 
something  oonsiderable.  Double  this  smoont, 
if  the  prison  at  Alexandria  shonld  yidd 
ranch  more,  wonid  be  a  lar^  snm.    Ihe  a 


persons  imprisoned  as  nmawayi 

large  addition  to  thdr  reoeipts, 

K  a  free  man  is  sold  for  jail  fees,  if  those  few 
amount  to  fifty  dollars,  and  he  sells  for  three 
hmidred,  does  the  Jfaisha]  retain  the  balanoe 
of  three  nnndred,  or  does  it  go  into  the  public 
Ireasnry )  I  see  no  snch  item  in  the  account 
of  receipts.  I  mean  not,  by  any  remub  I 
make,  to  impeach  or  cast  a  reflection  mton  the 
Uarriiid,  or  any  officer  under  him.  The  Usr- 
sbal  I  have  not  the  pleasure  to  know,  and  have 
no  intention  to  oensnre.  The  system  is,  I  pre- 
sume, as  he  fonnd  it.  The  system  is  ours;  *e 
are  responmble;  and  if  there  ia  blame,  it  rests 
mainly  at  onr  doors.  Of  the  keeper  of  the 
prison,  I  am  bonnd  to  say  that  his  deportment 
baa  been  nnifonnty  correct,  eo  far  as  it  hu 
oome  to  my  knowledge.  While  he  is  futhhl, 
he  is  yet  humane,  ^loe  my  remarks  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  the  [>riaon  and  its  diadpline  q»- 
pear  to  be  much  improved,  and  the  miierics 
of  the  wretched  inmates  alleviated. 

I  have  another  case  of  liardship  (said  Vr. 
H.)  to  bring  to  your  notice — a  man  was  taken 
np  as  a  nmaway,  and  advertised  for  sale,  Ee 
protested  that  he  was  a  tne  man.  So  proof 
to  the  contrary  appeared.  As  the  time  of  sals 
approached,  a  good  deal  of  interest  was  eiciled 
for  him,  and  two  respectable  citizens  tnterpoaed 
in  his  behalf.  They  asked  the  delay  of  a  abort 
time,  that  the  rights  of  the  man  might  besscer- 
tained.  They  went  so  far  as  to  offer  seeoritj 
for  the  payment  of  the  feea^  if  the  sale  oonld  be 
delayed.  But  I  will  read  the  evideooe  of  what 
Iststc: 
DiantioT  or  OoLimu, ) 

Wtttlunfflon  OnittJy,  f  **■ 

Appear  before  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peiee  fa)  ud 
for  Mb  county,  EiekEel  Toong  and  Josiah  Boavorib, 
two  respectable  witnesses,  and  make  oath,  ts  dn* 
form  <a  U«,  that,  ia  the  last  sunnoer,  tbcy  w«ra  i( 
the  jail  of  the  county  of  Washington,  id  ths  Mid 
District,  In  behalf  of  a  black  man  caUed  Jux* 
Qraen,  who  stated  that  he  was  &ee,  and  could  pron 
his  freedom,  and  had  written  on  for  the  puirnse: 
That  they  did  Importmie  with  the  Deputy  Htnw 
of  this  District  to  poMpone  the  aale,  add  oStniJ^ 
curity  for  the  foes ;  yet  the  said  Depaty  MuAsl 
said  be  could  not  postpone  the  sale.  Ee  w>*  ibea 
sold  to  a  Duui  who  acknowladged  himself  a  ebn- 
dealer,  but  said  he  would  coDUane  the  sUve  btN 
a  few  days,  but  did  not.  He  was  sold  without  uj 
limitation  of  time  of  service,  and  no  seourit?  '"J*" 
quired  of  the  slave-dealer  to  retain  him  in  the  Dis- 

Qiren  nnder  my  hand  and  seal,  llua  S8th  Jsoif 
ary,  1B28.  ISO.  CEAUIBBS,  J.  P.  [■-  *■] 
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So  tlie  man  Iras  sold,  and  seot  off  b^  the 
ilave-dealera  into  bopeleaa  bondage,  though 
probibly  haTing  u  mnoh  right  to  freedon^  as 
WB  have.  Will  mj  one  donbt  bnt  onr  laws 
need  reTisiont  Oan  anv  one  who  hears  me 
question  but  that  this  whole  matter  needs  to 
be  looked  Into  with  a  Bearching  eye !  If  thli 
event  bad  happened  in  a  distant  country,  how 
gtnmgly  wonld  It  have  affeot«d  nal  There  is, 
in  the  poblio  printa,  an  advertisement  of  a 
wDtnan  as  a  nmaway,  and  that  she  will  be 
•old  for  her  Jail  fees.  Bhe  is  a  jellow  woman 
rf  about  nioeteen.  She  seems  intelligent,  and 
to  hare  been  well  brought  up.  Her  atorj  is,  that 
ihe  is  entitled  to  her  freedom  at  tweaty-five ; 
bat  that  her  present  master,  who  is  a  slsTa-deal- 
•r,  is  tTTing  to  make  her  a  slave  for  life.  Id  this 
cue,  I  do  not  think  the  confinement  is  intend- 
ed to  aid  htm.  Bat  it  will  be  seen  in  a  moment 
tliat  when  the  sabjeot  passes  bj  nnheeded,  a 
dealer,  owning  a  servant  who  has  two  or 
fliiee  ye*™  to  serve,  may  cause  him  to  be  ar- 
rested as  a  ranaway,  let  him  be  sold  for  Jul 
feei,  have  a  trusty  friend  to  boy  him  in,  and 
thus  convert  a  servant  for  a  term  of  years  into 
■  slave  for  lite.  A  more  expeditions  mode  of 
proceeding,  by  which  persons  having  a  limited 
time  to  serve  are  deprived  entirely  of  their 
lighta,  is  thns :  They  are  pnrohaaed  op  at  cheap 
rttts  by  tbe  elave-tradera.  They  remove  them 
to  a  great  distance.  It  will  be  ea^y  seen  how 
small  the  chanoe  that  aneh  persona  would  be 
able  to  preaerve  tbe  proofs  of  Ih^  freedom, 
and  how  little  woola  their  protectations  be 
heeded  without  proof.  They  are  carried 
where  redreaa  Is  nopelesa.  Thns  the  sUtve- 
trade,  as  it  eziste,  and  is  carried  on  here,  is 
marked  by  instances  of  ti^nstioe  and  omelty, 
Ksrcdy  exceeded  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  It  is 
a  mist)^  to  suppose  it  is  a  mere  pnrohaae  and 
Mle  of  asknowledged  slaves.  The  Bistrict  ts 
ftill  of  oomplainta  npon  the  snbject,  and  the 


a  Grand  Jury  at  Alexandria,  a  presentment, 
dear,  ao  strong,  and  ao  feelloRly  drawn,  that  I 
Aall  make  no  qtolosy  for  reamog  the  whole  of 
H  to  the  Honse.    [Here  Mr.  H.  read  the  fol- 
kwing  preeentment  of  the  Grand  Jnry  i] 

"Jaituay  TInm,  IS03. 

"  Te,  the  Orand  Jury  for  the  body  of  the  county 
•f  Alexandria,  in  the  IMstriot  of  Oolnmbia,  present, 
■a*  grievBDOe,  tbe  praeticeof  peisoni  cominB  from 
CMant  paita  of  the  United  States  into  this  District, 
far  the  pnrpoae  of  pnrehaslng  iUv««,  where  they 
ctUbit  to  our  view  >  scene  of  vietohedneas  and  hn- 
«1B  degra^atiOB,  dlagraoefnl  to  our  oharaoten  as 
dtiieoi  of  a  free  OorerDHeut. 

"True  It  is,  that  those  dealets  b  the  persona  of 
•ti  ftDow-tnea  collect,  within  this  District,  from 
nrioai  parte,  nonbera  of  those  rictlms  of  slavery, 
and  lodge  them  in  wme  place  of  eoufinement  until 
Ihey  have  completed  their  nurabers.  They  ace  then 
turned  out  in  onr  streets  and  exposed  to  view,  loid- 
ed  with  ehaloa,  as  though  tbey  had  committed  some 
■""'"         ~  "  '  "onrlawB.    We  constder  it  a 

s  front  distant  parts  <rf  tha 


Didted  States  should  be  pennitted  to  some  wUda 
this  District,  and  pnrtna  a  balBo  fraught  with  so 
mnoh  mlseiy  to  a  class  of  brings  estWed  to  our 
protection  by  the  laws  of  justice  and  hnmanlty ;  and 
that  the  InlerpositioD  of  civil  authority  cannot  be 
had  to  prevent  parents  iMlng  wrested  from  thdr 
otfrpring,  and  childreo  from  their  parents,  without 
respect  to  the  ties  of  nature.  We  ooosider  those 
'  ivances  demanding  lenstadve  address ;  eapecially 
nractioe  of  making  s&  of  black  people,  who  are, 
by  the  will  of  their  masters,  desigiUH]  to  be  free  at 
the  exjriration  of  a  term  of  years,  who  are  sold,  and 
frequently  taken  to  distant  parts,  where  they  have 
not  the  power  to  avail  themaelvea  of  that  portion 
of  lilwrty,  which  was  dealgned  Ibr  their  e^Joy- 

The  National  Legislatore  were  too  much  ea- 

Jd,  or  from  other  caosee  did  not  interpose, 
the  slave  trade  oontinned  to  inorease  in 
extcut  and  enormitr.  In  1816,  a  distreaaing 
event,  which  oreated  great  exoltoment  in  tha 
city,  ocosaioned  a  movement  in  Oongress  in  ro- 


"  On  motion  of  Ur.  Randolph, 

"  Setolmd,  That  a  committee  be  appcdnted  to  In- 
quire into  tbe  existence  of  an  inhntuau  and  Illegal 
traffic  In  slaves,  carried  on  In  and  throng  the  Dia- 


enoa  andnst  oni 
(hat  cKliaBS  ft 


e  patting  a  stop  to  the 

If  correctly  informed,  the  immediate  oaase  of 
the  excitement  was  this :  A  woman,  ooufined, 
among  others,  in  the  upper  chamber  of  a  three- 
story  private  prison,  need  by  the  slave-dealers  in 
their  traffic,  was  driven,  by  sorrow  and  de- 
spair at  the  idea  of  being  separated  from  all 
that  she  held  dear,  to  throw  herself  from  the 
window  npon  the  pavement.  Bhe  was  shock- 
ingly mangled,  and  lingered  a  long  while  In  mis- 
ery. I  do  not  wonder  that,  in  a  humane  and 
Ohri«tlan  commonity,  such  an  exhibition  should 
create  excitemenL  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
tbe  laws  of  Congress  ought  to  cherish,  or  even 
permit,  a  system  within  this  District,  naturally 
productive  of  such  scenes.  This  account  shows 
the  horror  of  this  trafBc,  and  from  this  we  may 
infer  the  omelty  that  is  bid  from  us  in  those  se- 
cret repositories  of  misery.  There  are  several 
of  these  privat«  prisons  within  the  District — 
how  many,  I  know  not ;  but,  from  tlie  informa- 
tion ^ven  me,  I  think  the  feelings  of  the  Honse 
would  l}e  touched,  could  they  see  the  cells,  the 
titers,  and  the  chains  they  oontaln,  without 
even  a  view  of  the  Tietima  that  wear  them.  I 
hold  some  acoonnt  of  one  of  those  prisons  In 
my  hand,  said  Mr.  M,  ftimlshed  me  by  a  friend. 
I  cannot  read  it  without  mentioning  the  Damea 
of  several  persons,  and,  ai  I  wish  to  give  nei- 
ther ptia  nor  offence  to  any  one,  in  any  thing  I 
say,  I  will  only  advert  to  the  matter  generally. 

In  a  series  of  easays  pobliiihed  In  a  reepecta- 
ble  print  in  the  District,  in  1837,  this  snbject 
was  treated  of.  I  know  of  no  motive  for  ex- 
aggeration. Published  on  Ihe  spot  where  th« 
£a»  are  known,  it  la  &ir  to  ^^tmme  tbe  phy 


;  Google 
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tiire  of  the  akve  trade,  OS  it  praTuls  in  the  Dis- 
trict, b  tme  to  the  original.  Here  Hr.  M.  read 
from  the  Alexandria  Gazette  of  Jane  23, 1827, 
the  following  paragrapbB : 

"Borne  7B«rs  Eigo,"  Mfs  our  infonnwit,  "»  color- 
ed wonuui,  who  had  ilvajB  bees  treated  vicb  klnd- 
Deia  bj  her  nuuter,  wu  lold  b;  him  to  >  penoo  in 
this  neighborhood,  ia  order  that  she  might  be  near 
her  husband,  who  was  also  a  slaTe.  In  the  coune 
of  a  few  jeais  she  changed  oimen  Bereral  times, 
--'  It  length  fijlliito  tlie  hands  of  the  alave-ttad- 
*ho  were  nuking  op  a  company  for  the  soath- 


ever  all  the  objects  of  her  affections,  to  end 
hfe  of  miser?  la  a  distant  land,  she  could  not  in 
'  '    It  occadoned,  and  fell  lifeless  it 


ttopilBh  il 


the 


"  Scaroelj  a  veek  passes  irithont  some  of  these 
wmtched  creatures  being  driTen  (hroogh  oar  streets. 
After  having  been  can&ied,  and  sometimea  mana- 
cled, in  a  loathsome  prison,  they  are  tarned  out  in 
pnblic  view,  to  take  tbdr  departure  for  the  South, 
The  children,andsonieoftheiromen,  are  generally 
arovded  into  a  cart  or  wagon,  while  the  others  fol- 
low on  foot,  not  nn&eqoently  handcufTed  and 
obained  together.  To  those  wbo  bave  never  seen 
a  Bpedacle  of  tliis  kind,  no  description  csu  give  an 
adeqoate  idea  of  its  horrors.  Here  you  may  behold 
bthere  and  brotheie  leaTing  behbd  them  the  dear- 
eet  objects  of  affection,  and  movinR  slowly  along  in 
the  mute  agony  of  despah* ;  there  the  young  mother 
sobbing  over  her  Infant,  whose  innocent  endles  seem 
but  to  increase  her  misery.  From  some  jou  will 
hear  the  bunt  of  bitter  lamentation,  while  from 
others  the  loud  hysteric  laugb  breaks  forth,  denot- 
ing sdll  deeper  agony< 

"  The  District  o!  Columbia  is  now  made  the  depot 
for  this  disgraceful  traCBc." 

This  traffic,  nnd  the  views  it  exhibits,  I  beg 
the  House  to  be  assored,  ftre  as  ogensiTO  to  the 
people  of  the  District  as  thef  are  anjnst  in 
uemselvee,  and  impolitio  in  ns  to  oonntenance. 
Oan  it  be  sopposed  otherwise  withont  a  reproach 
to  the  good  aenso  and  moral  een^bility  of  its 
citizens }  Bnt  the  ^ve-deslera  feel  themselTes 
•eonre.    They  do  not  dread  any  expreeuon  of 

Eonr  diapleaaore.  These  scenes  have  been  ez- 
ibited  nere  bjr  the  alaTe-dealera  for  nearij 
thirty  jeara,  onder  yonr  eye,  and  Oongress  has 
not  moved  to  arrest  their  oonrse.  Your  silenoe 
gives  sanotion  to  the  trade.  If  an  evil,  yon 
alone  oan  oorreot  it.  If  yon  take  no  steps  to 
oorrect  it,  does  not  yoor  silence  imply  acqni- 
eecenoe,  if  not  approbation  t  la  it  then  strange 
that  the  slave-dealers  should  gun  confidenoe 
from  impnnity,  and  make  this  their  head-qnar- 
tera  for  carrying  on  the  domestio  slave  trade  t 
Bir,  this  is  made  the  great  market  for  the  sale 
and  pnrchase  of  human  flesh.  It  is  oairied  on 
by  the  BsnctioQ  of  onr  permisBion.  I  have  said 
that  the  people  of  the  Distriot  are  opposed  to 
the  oontmnanoe  of  dlavery  here.  T  had  at 
Qie  last  •easioti  of  Oongreas  the  hraior  to  pre- 
•ent  a  petidon,  signed  by  more  than  one  thon- 
Bond  reapeotable  dUiens  of  the  ten  miles  sqnare. 
Betting  forth  the  evils  that  exist,  and  praying 


To  give  the  Honse  a  just  view  of  the  aotnal 
tate  of  tMngs  here,  (U>.  U.  said,)  he  woold 
read  an  advertisement  frvm  the  pnblic  prints 
of  this  city.  It  will  riiow,  not  only  the 
openness  with  which  the  dsve-dealers  pro- 
ceeded, bat  it  will  also  show  that  the  sale 
of  persons,  men  and  women,  at  pnblic  auction, 
was  a  common  praotioe,  warranted  by  onr 
laws,  and  permitted  by  the  Federal  Legtslatnre. 
[Here  Mr.   U.  read  the  following  advertjeo- 

~it,  published  in  this  city.] 

Wt  mil  give  cath  for  one  huodred  likely  young 

'oea  of  both  seXes,  between  the  agM  of  eight 

twenty-five  years.    Persons  who  wish  to  sell 

would  do  well  to  give  ns  a  call,  as  the  negroes  are 

wanted  immediately.    We  will  give  more  than  any 

other  purvbasers  that  are  In  market,  or  may  here- 

aiWr  come  into  market. 

"  Any  letters  addreaaed  to  the  subictibers,  through 
the  poet-ofQce  at  Alexandria,  will  be  promptly  at- 
tended to.  For  information,  inquire  at  the  sub- 
scribers', west  end  of  Duke  Street,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

'Dec.l6— w8m    FRANKLIN  A  ARMFIELD." 

Aside  from  the  ii^nst  ice  and  craelty  to  indi- 
viduals, practised  imder  the  laws  as  they  now 
exist,  permit  me  (said  Mr.  M.)  to  consider  the 
ibjeot  in  a  more  enlarged  and  national  point  of 

ew.  We  are  acknowledgedly  the  principal 
Republic  on  the  globe.  Justice  and  equal  rights 
are  professedly  at  the  fonndation  of  onr  Got- 
emment.  The  CongresB  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  proceedings,  are  viewed  with  solid,' 
tnde  by  intelligent  men  thronghont  the  world. 
Despotism  must  look  with  keen  deeire  for  oar 
"  "  ■  ;  the  friends  of  civil  liberty  look  with 
IB  anzions  hope  for  our  prosperity  and 
I,  If  we  faU,  the  great  cause  of  freedom 
will  be  lost  forever.  As  we  succeed,  the  sa- 
cred principles  of  the  rights  of  man  giuii 
elrength  and  will  extend  their  influence.  The 
people  have  confided  to  Congress  ezclnsive  1^- 
lalation  over  ten  milea  sqnare — a  litUe  spot 
from  which  loo^  jealousies  and  sectional  rival- 
ries  should  alike  be  exdnded.  Within  this 
limit  the  wisdom  end  the  power  of  the  Bepublio 
may  operate  with  the  most  nnreetficted  free- 
dom. Here,  it  might  furly  be  expected,  should 
be  exhibited  to  the  nation  and  to  the  wCH-ld  a 
Epeoimen  of  the  purest  laws  mi  the  most  per- 
fect legislation.  Legal  injustice  and  oppresiaa 
sbonld  be  unknown  within  the  district.  In 
relation  to  the  moral  power  of  this  Qovem- 
ment,  in  re^^ard  to  the  effect,  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  onr  example,  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  we  are  oslled  opou  by  the  most  weighty 
considerations  to  render  the  laws  here  as  per- 
fect as  it  is  in  hnman  power  and  homsn  wisdom 
to  make  them.  Soppose  a  distinguished  for- 
eigner, of  correct  and  expanded  views,  who  has 
listened  with  interest  to  the  accounts  of  our 
republic,  and  whose  mind  is  imbued  with  the 
liberal  principles  of  the  age,  is  resolved  to  vimt 
ns.  He  leaves  the  despotio  shores  of  the 
European  oontinent  witii  driight.  He  foje  fiic 


JiMVOT.  1S39.] 

JDipeUiDg  gales  to  wiA  him  to  this  land  of 
Jn^ce  and  freedom.  The  ten  milea  square, 
where  the  ntiit«d  wtedom   and   nnrestrictM 

EDwer  of  the  nation  operate — with  what  elastic 
Dp«  and  amioos  pleasure  doea  he  pnnoo  his 
way  to  this  city.  And  what  objects  are  hero 
preaeutod  to  his  viewt  At  one  market 
meets  a  crowd ;  and,  as  he  passes  near,  behold 
It  is  a  ooDstable  ezhibidng  a  woman  for  sale, 
Btibjeotad  to  the  aeotSk  and  jeers  of  the  nnfeel- 
iug  I  He  is  selling  her  for  a  petty  debt,  under 
the  antboritj  of  the  eanotioa  of  GoneressI 
Well  ma;  he  exd^m.  "  the  age  of  chivaJiT'  is 
indeed  ^one  foreTer  1  To  remove  the  piunAil 
impreasion,  he  takes  op  a  newspaper  of  the 
District,  and  reads,  "  cash  in  the  market,  and 
the  highest  price  "  for  men  and  women.  He 
walks  abroad  and  sees  a  gang  of  ilavea  huid- 
onffed  together,  a  long  chain  running  between 
them  and  connecting  tiie  whole — miserable  ob- 
jects of  horror  and  deapwr,  marohingoff  ondei 
the  command  of  the  slave-traders  I  What  mnsl 
be  bis  feelings — what  hie  report  when  he  shall 
retnm  t  This  Distrtot  onght  to  be  the  best  gov- 
erned in  tjie  oniverse.  It  ia  absolntelj  gov- 
erned the  worst.  It  would  not  be  going  much  too 
&r  to  say,  that  theie  is  more  crime  and  more 
misery  here  &an  in  any  other  spot  of  equal  ez' 
tent  on  the  globe.  In  182fl  and  1837,  there 
were  not  leas  than  six  hundred  and  thirty-four 

rions  committed  to  the  prison  in  this  city 
debt  I  What  a  horrible  state  of  things  must 
enat,  when,  in  so  small  a  population,  more 
than  sis  hundred  persons,  in  two  years,  are  de- 

E rived  of  their  personal  freedom,  and  degraded 
y  beisR  thrown  into  jail  without  pretence  of 
erime.  It  iashoddngl  It  ia  appalling  I  Within 
tbe  same  two  years  there  were  no  loss  than  three 
hundred  and  thirty-four  persons  committed 
to  this  Jail  for  criminal  offences.  Tbia  is  in- 
^pendeot  of  those  committed  at  Alexandria : 
for  there  are  two  pnbUc  prisons  In  the  Diatriot. 
IHd  anybody  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  in  a 
Christian  and  civiliEed  oeontryt  It  would 
seem  to  me  that  snch  scenes  are  calculated 
greatly  to  weaken  the  moral  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  impair  the  Just  respect  Id  which 
Et  riionld  be  held  by  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
The  reasons  which  may  be  sui^Kned  to  operate 
Id  favor  of  the  oonllnnanoe  of  slavery  else- 
where, do  not  exist  here.  The  number  is  not 
SO  great  as  to  present  any  formidable  impedi- 
ment to  the  extinction  <k  the  eviL  Here  are 
BO  lice  lands  to  onltlvate:  nothing  to  be  done 
but  wbat  might  as  well  be  done,  and  better,  by 
a  free  wUte  popolatioD,  than  by  slaves. 

Oeeupatui/  qfthe  Oregon  Ewer. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  FLovn,  of  Virginia,  the 
Honae  rMolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  qneetaon  was  pnt  on  the  amendment 
offered  on  Monday  by  Hr.  Tatlo^  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  Ifr.  Dbattoit,  and  de- 
eidedinthe  negative. 


DEBATES  OF  CONQBESS. 

Ceenprntg  <iftit  Or^m  JUbt. 


"And  bt  il  fitrthtr  enaeUd,  If  any  oiUien  of  the 
Uniled  States  ah&ll,  within  the  territory  or  district 
of  country  lying  vest  of  the  Bock  j  Hountajos,  south 
of  C4  degrees  and  40  minutes  north  latitude,  and 
north  of  the  4Sd  degree  of  north  Utitude,  commit 
any  crime,  offence,  or  misdemeuior,  which,  [f  com- 
mitted elsewhere,  would  be  punished  by  the  laws 
of  the  Doited  States  ;  or  if  any  person  shall,  within 
such  part  of  the  territory  or  district  of  country  aa 
belongs  to  the  United  States,  west  of  the  BoelEy 
Moimtaina,  commit  any  such  criioe,  offence,  or  mia- 
demeanoT,  upon  the  property  or  person  of  auy  ait- 
iien  of  the  Uuited  States,  every  such  offender,  on 
being  thereof  coovicted,  atiall  st^er  the  lilu  punish- 
ment as  is  provided  by  die  laws  of  the  United  State* 
for  the  like  offences,  if  committed  within  any  plaoe 
or  district  of  counlrj,  under  the  sole  and  eiolosive 
Jurisdiction  of  the  ncited  States.  The  trial  of  all 
offences  which  shall  be  conmiitted  under  this  act 
shall  be  in  the  district  where  the  offender  Is  appre- 
hended, or  in  which  he  may  first  be  brought,  and 
the  Superior  Courts  in  each  of  the  territorial  dis- 
tricts, and  the  Circuit  Courts,  and  other  courts  of 
the  United  States,  of  dmihu-  jurisdic^OQ  In  criminal 
causes,  In  each  district  of  the  United  States  in  which 
any  offender  against  this  act  shall  l>e  Brat  appre- 
hended or  brought  for  trial,  shall  have,  and  hweilf 
are  invested  with,  taO  power  and  authority  to  hear, 
try,  and  puoish,  all  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemean- 
ors against  this  act ;  such  cotuie  proceeding  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  such  crimes,  offences,  and  misde- 
meanors had  been  committed  within  the  bounds  of 
tlieir  respecUve  districts." 

Hi.  Ikokbboli.  said,  we  have  decided  by  the 
vote  just  announced,  that,  if  any  thing  is  done 
in  regard  to  the  Oregon  country,  it  shall  be 


tory.  He  was  aatisfled  with  that  c 
so  fiur  aa  it  went:  for,  trora  every  view  ne 
had  been  able  to  take  of  ihe  subject,  he  was 
bronght  to  the  conolnuon,  that  onr  interests  in 
that  quarter  reqnire  some  further  legislation  from 
Congress  than  the  mere  seudins  out  an  expedi- 
tion to  look  at  the  country,  and  ftimiah  us  with 
the  journal  of  their  proceedings.  There  was, 
however,  an  embarrassment  in  determining  how 
f^  we  can  legislate  on  this  disputed  groimd, 
without  conflicting  with  treaty  stipulations. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  bill,  as  reported, 
would  Interfere  with  onr  existing  engagements 
to  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  he  could  not  go 
for  it  in  that  shape.  The  convention  so  often 
^nded  to,  stipnlatee  that  the  country  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  aball  remain  "free  and 
open  "  to  the  citizens  end  subjects  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  dnring  the  oontinoanoe  of 
the  compact,  and  neither  can  recede,  without 
giving  twelve  months'  notice  to  the  other.  The 
erection  of  a  territorial  government,  therefore, 
and  granting  portions  of  the  soil  as  a  bounty 
to  settlera,  would  be  an  ezolueive  occupancy 
on  car  put,  in  the  teeth  of  the  treaty.  But 
while  he  was  restrained  from  going  that  length, 
satisfied,  as  he  woa,  that  the  tiue  to  the  country 
is  with  ua,  be  w«>  not  onlr  willing,  but  aazlona, 
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diat  MOM  dedaTS  sot  ahonld  be  done 
part,  which  ahonld  IndioAte  oar  detenoi 
not  to  rorrender  one  particle  of  oar  olaim — 
learlng  the  question  of  a  territorial  goTerDment 
to  be  settled  hereafter,  when  the  eiiBticg  coo- 
veadon  woold  not  be  in  onr  waf.    ?or  the 


obligations  of  interestB  and  dnty  require  that 
we  sbonld  so  port  ptuft  with  them.  Tbej 
have  ereoteo,  and  now  maint^i^  forts  for  the 
protection  of  their  traders  and  tiant«rs.  The 
amendment  of  the  goitleman  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
Una,  (Mr.  Dbittob,)  very  properly  proposea  that 
we  should  do  the  same.  Bnt  they  hsTe  eone 
briber  than  tUa :  they  have  oovered  (he  whole 
territory  with  their  criminal  and  civil  jarisdio- 
tjon;  and  those  who  resort  to  it,  are  amenable 
to  the  conrto  of  Canada  for  all  violations  of 
their  laws.  With  this  act  of  the  British  fila- 
ment before  me,  (said  Ur.  I.,)  I  cannot  for  one 
refuse  to  send  onr  laws  along  with  oor  citixens, 
if  they  ohoow  to  go  there,  any  more  than  I 
vonld  to  protect  them  by  the  erection  of  a  fort. 
It  was  to  meet  the  British  legislation  in  all  its 
bearings,  that  he  had  offered  the  amendment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  ;  and  he 
sinoerely  hoped  we  should  not  give  occasion 
for  Its  being  nrged  npon  ne  hereafter,  that  ve 
have  at  this  day  wrivod  any  of  onr  rights  to  the 
territory  in  qneetion,  by  sileotly  aciniescing  in 
the  forogn  Jurisdiction  now  exercised  there,  or 
by  revising  to  spread  onr  Sag  and  onr  laws  co- 
extenrive  with  onr  riKhtfhl  ot^ms.  It  was  tme 
that  Qreat  ]^t^  did  not,  in  her  n^otiationa 
with  ns,  claim  to  apply  her  jurisdiction  fkrther 
than  was  necessary  to  protect  her  own  subjects; 
but,  on  the  oontrary,  disclumed  any  other  in- 
tentitHi,  though  the  langoage  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liammtt  was  oertainly  very  general,  and  seemed 
to  be  applioable  to  all  persons  who  might  be  in 
the  territory.  Bnt  uie  amendment  he  had 
ofibrod  had  no  sooh  apparent  bearing ;  it  was 
confined  to  the  protection  of  citizens  of  the 
iXiuted  States,  In  their  property  and  person. 
Oan  Great  Britain  complain  of  tins  t  Snr^y,  if 
th*  "fVee  and  open  "  intercourse  with  that  t«r- 
ritoi7,  goarautied  to  the  British  by  the  coaven- 
tifM,  in  common  with  onrsdves,  cannot  he  made 
seonia  to  them,  without  earryiDg  th^  law  s  along 
with  thrir  hunting  expeditions,  we  have  bad 
abundant  evidence,  in  ue  repefrtad  murder*  of 
our  own  hmitera  beyond  the  momit^ns,  that 
our  oitJcens  require  at  our  bauds  a  oorre^M>nd- 
ing  pEoteotion.  Baades,  Great  Britam  is 
estopped  by  her  own  acts  &om  complaining  of 
our  going  thus  far  in  onr  legislation ;  and  more 
than  this  ha  did  not  ask  of  the  oommittee,  bat 
anything  leM  would  be  injustice  to  ourselves. 

llr.  L  B^  ha  was  free  to  confess,  that  he 
never  had  fcnmed  a  very  flattering  picture  of 
the  BM^weat  coast  of  our  oontiowt— that  is, 
<rf  ita  attraotions  tar  an  agrioultnral  pei^le. 
He  preferred  to  see  it  remain  a  hunting  ground, 
from  which  onr  fur-traders  can  draw  some  of 
s  that  are  now  monopolised  by  the 


ir  preferences  may  be  in  this  req»eot,  it  was  01 
anty  to  protect  our  citiaena  whose  entetjuiae 
may  lead  them  there,  and  it  was  no  Uh  onr 
interest  to  seonre  Uie  harbor  which  the  mouth 
of  the  Or^on  offers  to  onr  hardy  navigators 
who  frequent  the  ooasL  He  was  not  anxioiia 
to  hasten  the  growth  of  a  new  State  beyond 
the  Booty  Monntains,  for  he  was  aware  it 
woold  have  bat  few  ties,  aside  from  its  weak- 
nees  and  independence  on  onr  naval  power,  to 
bind  it  to  this  ude  of  the  continent.  Its  trade,  if 
the  oonntiy  should  ever  be  settled  ^7  ''  perma- 
nent agrionltoral  popnlati<m,  ae  it  most  be  before 
it  can  grow  into  a  Statc^  would  not  probably 
cross  tliB  mountains  to  ocmie  to  us,  but  would 
natorallj  seek  the  watera  of  the  FaciQo.  For 
all  commercial  purposes,  India,  and  the  idanda 
of  the  south  seas,  would  be  to  athriving  popu- 
lation there  what  Europe  and  the  Atlantio 
islands  are  to  ns.  But  althongh  he  entertained 
these  opinions  still,  when  the  qneetion  was  put 
— and  torn  it  as  you  may,  it  will  come  to  this, 
whether  we  shall  surrender  this  vast  territoi; 
into  the  hwds  of  the  British,  or  maiobdn  onr 
own  Jurisdiction  there,  he  was  resdy  to  sivc  a 
positive  and  decicdve  answer.  It  shoula  not, 
with  hie  consent,  go  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
power.  That  country  once  annexed  to  Canaoa, 
with  its  formidable  Indian  tribes  in  the  train  of 
the  agemtB  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oompauy, 
would  be  to  our  advancing  frontier,  what 
Canada  has  been  in  all  our  £dian  wan.  Sir, 
we  are  not  without  eiperienoe  on  this  subject. 
The  history  of  oar  western  settiements  gives  na 
ample  evidence  of  Indian  a^rceaioos,  etimnlatad 
by  the  Influence  of  white  men  within  the 
bonnds  of  Oanada.  We  have  felt  this  hidden 
influeDoe  in  all  onr  frontier  contests,  from  tiie 
days  of  the  Revolution  down  to  the  declaration 
of  the  late  war  with  England,  or  raUier  to  the 
battie  of  Tippecanoe,  wluoh  shortly  preceded 
it.  Nor  have  we  eijice  ceased  to  feu  ita  effects 
— you  felt  it  to  the  Quick,  on  the  frontien, 
throughoat  the  war  with  England,  and  you  feel 
it  now ;  yes,  in  the  very  territory  aboot  which 
we  are  told  not  to  legate,  oor  citizens  ara 
shot  down  by  Indians,  armed  with  British  rifles. 
And  with  these  facts  staring  ns  in  the  face,  are 
we  to  hold  back  and  hesitate,  leet  we  give 
offence  to  the  British  Oovermnent,  in  deciding 
to  protect  onr  citizens  by  the  establishment  <i} 
afort,or  tiie  extension  of  our  laws  into  this  terri- 
tory t  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  soil  of  the 
conntry  is  not  sufBdenUy  inviting  (it  was  called 
the  other  day  in  debate,  a  region  of  "penny- 
royal ")  to  induce  the  British  to  occupy  iL  To 
say  nothing  of  the  immense  for  trade  derived 
from  the  country,  the  harbor  at  Uie  month  of 
the  Oregon,  commanding  the  upper  country, 
convenient  in  its  position  in  reference  to  India, 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  new  nations  bound- 
ing on  the  west  coast  of  onr  continent,  pre- 
sented sufficient  atkactions  for  the  ooloniBl 
grasp  of  Qreat  Britain,  He  did  not  pretend  to 
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macti  Bagadtj  in  matters  of  this  sort  liQt  he 
Tsrilf  WiieTea  that  not  a  twelvemonth  would 
eltpse  after  we  should  abandon  onr  claim  to 
this  pcdtion,  before  the  month  of  tliAt  river 
Toala  be  controlled  by  the  guns  of  a  fortrees, 
manned  bj  onr  great  oommerdal  riraL  Is  it 
uked  what  reason  we  have  to  snppose  tbist 
Tbe  utBwer  will  be  fonnd  is  the  polie;  of  that 
nation,  whiob  is  to  plant  a  colony  fVoro  her 
raperabondant  population,  wherever  she  can 
penetrate  with  a  fleet.  This  policy  is  identified 
ritb  the  immense  power  wnich  she  wields; 
ud  will  be  always  pnshed  to  its  farthest  Umita. 
Small  in  territory  at  home,  her  eztenfiive  pos- 
senions  abroad  are  towers  of  her  strengta  in 
erenr  part  of  the  world.  No  spot,  howerer 
Iterilfc  JH  lo0t  sight  of,  if  It  can  Airnish  new 
beilities  to  her  commerce.  Bhe  will  fortify,  at 
tbe  expense  of  millions  a  rock  in  the  Ocdan, 
If  it  can  be  made  a  safe  resting  place  for  her 
mendiantnien,  or  a  convenient  rendeivons  for 
her  ships  of  war. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  would  now  notice  more  par- 
ticnlarly  an  objection  which  was  urged  yester- 
day against  oor  establishing  military  posts  in 
the  territory,  derived  irom  the  third  article  of 
the  c<niven^on  of  1818,  as  renewed  in  1823. 
^tat  artjole  nndonbtedly  prohibits  the  exdn- 
riTS  occnpancy  of  either  party,  and  leaves  the 
whole  oonntry  "  free  and  open  "  to  both.  But 
he  did  not  advocate  an  ezdnmre  posseesion, 
HOT  does  either  or  all  of  tlie  ameadinents  pro- 
posed eontemplate  any  thing  of  that  tort.  We 
only  ask  to  occapy  the  country  In  tbe  same 
way  that  the  other  party  occnpy  it — not  to  ex- 
dnde  them.  But  one  difficolty  lies  here ;  we 
have  hitherto  fonnd  that  it  is  impossible  for 
onr  dtizena  tc  have  a  "  free  and  open  "  inter- 
oonrae  with  the  territory,  nnless  the^  have 
itdtable  forts  for  their  protection  agamst  the 
snrroimding  tribes,  as  well  as  to  make  an  im- 
presdon  on  those  more  distant^  who  may  ocoa- 
aonally  visit  them.  Withoat  some  shelter  of 
this  kind,  the  convention  becomes  a  dead  letter 
to  lu.  it,  therefore,  we  have  the  ri^ta,  which 
dl  concede  that  we  have,  onder  the  third 
artide  of  the  conven^on,  to  an  nnmolested  oo- 
enpanoy  co-eztensive  wiui  that  of  Great  Britain, 
the  tnatnunent  which  recognizes  this  right, 
neeessarUy  Impllee  snob  an  occupancy  on  onr 
part  as  is  now  proposed :  fbr  the  country,  filled 
irilh  savages  as  it  is,  will  admit  of  no  other. 
Taking  the  article  even  br  itself  there  was  no 
difflciu^  in  tbe  case.  It  uionld  be  remembered 
diat  we  do  not  propose  to  send  a  garrison  into 
tie  country  to  orive  the  British  ont,  but  merely 
toiet  onr  own  citizens  in.  I^however,tberewere 
uy  doobta  in  looking  at  this  danae  by  itself 
tboK  donbts  have  certainly  been  removed  by 
the  British  tfaemsdrea.  They  have  pnt  lioth  a 
Terbal  and  a  praotioBl  constraetioo  on  the  artide 
which  haa  been  here  int«rpoaed,  that  ftees  ns 
from  an  emtnuTOBSment  in  orrivuig  at  !ta  tme 
meaning.  They  have  erected  and  now  m^nt^ 
a  diain  of  posta,  extending  fhim  Canada  to  the 
water*  of  Uie  Oregon,  or  (Mombia  Biver.    Bnt, 
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it  is  asked,  were  their  forts  erected  anterior  to, 
or  dnce,  the  date  of  the  convention  t  Bo  far  as 
the  argument  is  concerned,  it  was  no  soct  of 
oonseqnence  when  the  forts  were  bnilt,  if  they 
have  oeen  strengtiiened  since  the  date  of  the 
convention,  and  are  now  maintained,  which  is 
not  denied.  If  an  occupancy,  protected  by  a 
military  poet,  is  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of 
our  engagements,  as  has  been  urged,  then  It 
was  the  duty  of  Great  Britain,  after  signing 
the  artide  in  question,  to  dismount  ber  guns, 
and  abandon  the  posts.  She  did  not  do  it,  and 
cannot  now  complain  of  our  adopting  ber  own 

Eacticd  construction.  But  we  do  not  stop 
re.  The  British  negotiators  have  admitted 
to  our  Uinisters  that  they  do  not  object  to  onr 
erecting  forts.  This  is  abundantly  evident  in 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  of  the  ii  and  2Dth 
of  December,  1826,  which  had  been  already,  in 
oonrae  of  the  debate,  brought  more  particnlarly 
to  the  notice  of  the  committee.  Thns  much 
for  the  understanding  of  tiiis  subject  by  the 
British  authorities.  How  has  it  dwMs  l>een 
considered  by  ourown  Qovemmentf  Thecon- 
vention  was  first  formed  In  1818,  nnder  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  while  Mr. 
Adams  was  Secretary  of  State.  But  so  far  from 
their  suppodng  that  the  establishment  of  mili- 
tary posts  woiud  interfere  with  tbe  third  arti- 
cle, we  find  Mr.  Monroe  recommending  the 
measure  in  1822,  and  the  present  Ezecntivedid 
the  same,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening  of  the 
nineteenth  Oongress.  The  British  Government 
have,  therefore,  not  only  told  us  what  their 
conatniotion  of  tbe  article  is,  bnt  they  have 
been  folly  apprised  of  onr  construction  of  it,  by 
the  Executive  recommendations  jnat  referred  to. 
And  yet,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  that  we 
have  oontemplated  and  all  that  we  now  jiropose, 
that  Government  renewed  the  convention  with 
us  during  the  last  year,  without  hinting  a 
syllable  of  complaint  After  this,  it  is  too  hta 
to  anticipate  such  obleetions  from  that  quarter. 
Mr.  RioHiADBON  oDteoted  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentieman  from  Connecticut. 
QSx.  IJioKBSOLL,}  because  it  would  be  partial  ana 
ineffectual  for  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
For  the  same  reason,  be  voted  agdnat  tbe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  {  Mr.  Taylob.)  That  amendment 
proposed  dmply  a  survey  of  the  Ore^n  terri- 
tory. After  what  has  passed  in  this  House, 
SQCn  a  measure  would  be  considered  as  one  of 
a  timid  and  donbtfiil  policy.  It  would  be  con- 
sidered as  an  admission,  m  the  face  of  the 
worid,  that  this  Government  is  doubtful  of  its 
right  to  tiie  territory.  And  what  impresdon, 
dr  wonld  soch  a  coarse  of  ^licy  make  on  the 
Indian  tribes  and  the  British  citizens  of  that 
territory!  In  that  territory,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  at  least  two  hundred  thousand 
Indians.  They  are  supplied  with  fire-arras,  and 
are  under  British  inflnence.  Emboldened  by 
the  timid  policy  of  this  Government,  and  roused 
to  Jealonsy  by  causes  which  oonld  not  be  traced, 
they  would  annihilate  at  a  blow  yonr  ooipa  of 
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engineera,  proposed  hj  the  amendment  to  be 
employed,  withont  Einj  other  protection.  Snob 
an  event  would  nnnToidably  lead  to  war  be- 
tweea  the  two  GoTemments.  If  this  GoTera- 
ment  should  establish  military  posts,  with  the 
admiadoD  that  this  is  all  that  it  has  a  right  to 
do,  this  measnre  seems  likely  ta  result  in  war. 
The  Bntish    Government  now  has   militorf 

gists  in  that  territory,  occupying  the  most 
vorable  podtions.  Will  they  give  place  to 
Bists,  to  be  established  by  this  Goverament  t 
the  territory  be  onra,  it  is  better  for  as,  and 
would  be  better  for  the  Britisb,  that  their  poste 
ahonld  be  at  once  exclnded.  Sir,  I  am  opposed, 
in  a  case  like  thia,  when  on  all  hands  the  right 
to  the  territory  is  admitted  to  be  oura,  to  a 
conrse  that,  by  its  indecision,  invites  resistance. 
The  original  bill  seems  not  to  be  nnderstood. 
It  proposes  a  process  of  meaaores,  indicating  a 
determination  of  this  Government  with  respect 
to  its  counte.  One  section  of  the  bill  provides 
that  the  President  may  eiercise  his  discretion 
with  regard  to  the  event  of  establishing  a  terri- 
torial Government,  This  woold  obviate  the 
objection  arising  ont  of  the  existing  convention 
between  this  Government  and  the  Government 
of  Great  Britfdn.  For  these  general  reasons, 
(aajd  Ur.  B.,)  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendmentti 
offered  by  each  of  the  gentlemen, 

Mr.  Dbattos's  amendment,  as  amended  by 
Mr.  Inobbsoix,  was  adopted. 

The  last  section  was  read,  which  oontuns  the 
appropriation  fbr  the  expense  of  the  proposed 
expedition. 

Mr.  DfiAtToa  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
ten  thoosand  dollars. 

Mr.  FLOTDobJeotedtothiBBomasinsiifBcient, 
and  proposed  twenty-five  thoosand  dollars; 
wbicli  motion  prevailing,  the  blank  was  so 
filled  aooordingly. 

TsossDAT,  JannaiyS. 
Staeery  in  the  Sutnet  of  OolvxiMa. 

Mr,  WiLDB  moved  the  pravions  question. 

Mr.  Babtlbtt  expressed  a  hope  that  Mr. 
MiHiB  woold  oonsent  to  withdraw  the  pream- 
ble, and  thereby  remove  the  chief  cause  of  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  M.  declining  to  do  ho, 

Mr,  WioKLiRB  inqnired  of  the  Ohair  whether 
the  previons  qoeetion  would  not  sapersede  the 
motion  be  bad  made  for  striking  ont  the  pream- 
ble! 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmstivB. 

Mr.  Webmb  hoped  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia  wonld  witndraw  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question,  as  he  felt  assured  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  was  desirous  of  re- 
plying to  what  he  had  advanced. 

Mr.  Albxahsbs  moved  to  lay  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  upon  the  table.    Lost. 

The  honr  allotted  to  reports  and  reeolations 
having  now  expired,  the  subject  was  laid  i>rer 
until  to-morrow. 


Fbicat,  January  9. 
Slattry  «n  the  DUtriet  iff  Colw/tMot. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  on  thia  snbjeot 
oS'ered  by  Ur.  Miiixs  coming  np,  Mr.  Wilds 
moved  the  previous  qnestion. 

The  motion  was  sustuned. 

Mr.  Wiosuf  Fx  then  demanded  that  the  ques- 
tion be  divided,  and  the  vote  taken  first  on  the 
preamble,  which  details  the  allegationa,  and 
then  on  the  resolution  itself^  which  recommenda 
the  subject  for  inquiry  by  the  Standing  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  district. 

The  question  was  divided  acoordin^y,  and 

The  previous  question  was  put  and  determin- 
ed in  tJie  affirmative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  upon  agree- 
ing to  the  preamble  as  modified,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  87,  nays  141. 

The  question  was  on  the  first  resolntion,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  ISO,  nays  69. 

The  qnestion  on  the  second  resolntion  was 
also  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  114,  nays 
6S. 

So  both  the  resolntiona  were  adopted. 
Oeea-pam^  qf  tHe  Oregon  Siver. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  oondder  the 
Oregon  bill,  with  the  amendments  thereto,  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
the  question  being  on  concorring  with  those 
amendments,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  qnestion  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  engroesed  for  a  third  read- 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  its  third  reading,  as  amended, 
and  stood  aa  follows : 

TiAa. — Messrs.  Ad*ms,  Samael  0.  Allen,  Alston, 
Bkiley,  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Baruard,  Barney, 
Busect,  Bell,  Bryan,  Buck,  Batman,  Cimbreleug, 
Carson,  Chase,  Condict,  D&uiel,  Thomas  Davenport, 
John  Davenport,  WBrren  B.  Daria,  Deaha,  Drayton, 
Everett,  Flndlny,  Floyd  of  Virginia,  Flojd  of  G«., 
Fort,  Fry,  Gsle,  Green,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hinds, 
Hobbie,  Bodges,  Holmes,  Hunt,  logersoll,  Isacka, 
Jennings,  Johnson,  Letcher,  Locke,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Uarable,  Hartlndale,  HcKeui,  McLean,  Merwin,  Mil- 
ler, Jolm  Mitchell,  Thomas  P.  Uoore,  Gabriel  Moore, 
Orr,  Plant,  Bamsey,  Beed,  Bichardson,  Sawyer, 
Smyth,  Sprigg,  Stanbeny,  Stevenson,  Stover,  Suth- 
erland, Thompson,  Terplimck,  Whipple,  Wilde,  Sfb- 
rmm  KL  Wilson,  Woodcock,  John  C.  Wright,  Tan- 
cay— 7fi. 

Nats. — Hessra.  Samuel  Andenon,  Aimsbong, 
Baldttui,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Barker,  Barioo,  BarriDgar, 
Bartlett,  Isaac  a  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Beeeber, 
Blair,  Brown,  Buckner,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Qaf- 
borne,  Conner,  Coulter,  CrowninshiBld,  Culpeper, 
John  Davis,  De  Graff,  Dickinson,  Dwlgbt,  Earll, 
Garrow,  Gilmer,  Oorbam,  Hallock,  Hall,  Harvay, 
Haynes,  Healj,  Johns,  Eeese,  King,  Lawrence,  Le- 
compte,  Lea,  LeSer,  Idttle,  Long,  Hagee,  MatkeO, 
Martin,  Marvin,  McCoy,  KcDuSe,  McBatton,  Hcln- 
tire,  UcEee,  Mercer,  Miner,  Thomas  R.  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Ifewton,  NuokoUs,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Pearce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Bipley,  Boaue,  Bussell,  Ser. 
geant,  Shepperd,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spi^ue,  Sterigete, 
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Stewart,  Storr^  Btroug,  Swaon,  Swift,  Tiber,  T&lit 
&TIO,  Tiylor,  Tr»cj,  Starling,  Tucker,  VancB,  Vm 
BenaseUer,  Tsmum,  Tinton,  Ward,  WtiBbuigioD, 
Weems,  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Williama,  Jamea  Wil- 
tou,  Winga(«,  JoliD  J.  Wood,  Siaa  Wood,  Jotm 
Woods,  Wolf,  Bllaa  Wrigh^-99. 

So  tlie  House  reftued  to  order  tho  bill  to  & 
third  rasding,  and  it  vea,  of  oonnc^  r^ected. 

UoHDAT,  Jannarj  IS. 
Land  Olaimiin  Tntntutf. 

The  Honea  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
liU  "  to  amraid  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  an- 
thorize  the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issae  ^ante 
and  perfect  titles  to  oertm  landa  therein  de- 
scribed, and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  vacant 
and  nnappropriatfld  lands  within  the  same ; ' 
passed  the  eighteenth  da^  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sii " — the  qnestion  be- 
ing on  theameDdmentmovedbjllT.  OaocEBrr, 
u  a  subalitnte  for  the  bill,  as  modified,  on  the 
sogEeetion  of  lb.  Pole. 

Mr.  Lka  said  he  was  not  In  the  habit  of 
troabling  the  House  with  speeches.  He  had 
generaUj  made  a  merit  of  silenoe,  and  en- 
deavored to  profit  bj  the  statements  of  others, 
more  expenenoed  and  better  informed.  In 
looal  affairs,  he  always  paid  particular  attention 
to  what  was  sdd  by  tliose  gentlemen  vrbo 
ooght,  from  their  ^toations,  to  be  best  ao- 
qoiunted  with  them.  Aa  snob  had  been  his 
course  of  conduct,  and  as  the  pending  question 
was  of  local  cbaraoter,  chiefly  interesting  to 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  he  hoped  the  House 
wonld  not  consider  liim  obtm^ve  while  attempt- 
ing to  make  a  few  practical  remarks.  Inex- 
perienced in  parliamentary  debate,  never  before 
having  been  a  member  of  any  lea^Iative  assem- 
bly, he  could  not  expect  to  satis^  even  hlmtmlf, 
and  mach  less  otiiera,  either  as  to  the  manner 
or  sDbstance  of  what  he  might  say.  All  that 
be  conld  hope  was,  in  a  very  imporfeot  manner, 
to  make  himself  so  far  understood  as  to  remove 
Bome  erroneous  impressions,  and  thereby  con- 
tribute something  to  repel  nnezpeoted  and  on- 
warrantable  attacks  on  the  character  aod  in- 
terests of  his  State.  He  stud  he  oonid  not  be 
insensible  to  tJie  many  embarrsasments  arising 
from  the  various  feelings  of  different  parts  of 
the  Union  on  land  sabjeota.  Whenever  such  a 
matter  came  up,  it  had  to  contend  not  only 
against  its  ovm  peooliar  intrinsic  diffioolties, 
bat  also  against  a  host  of  almost  invincible 
prejudices,  if  he  might  bo  sllowed  to  call  them 
eo,  originatim;  in  apprehensions  of  the  conse- 
quences which  might  collaterally  flow  from  the 
adoption  of  the  particular  measure  proposed. 
He  noped  that  gentlemen  would  give  this  sub- 
ject anfflcieot  attention  to  examine  it  on  its  own 
merits,  and  as  they  wonld  desire  that  others 
should  investigate  the  local  matters  in  which 
they  might  have  particolar  interest.  He  knew 
that  the  question  was  complicated,  and  was 
fearful  that  it  had  not  been  considered  as  thor- 
onghly  oa  it  deserved,  erea  by  those  who  had 


been  present  throughout  the  discussion.  Bnt 
others  had  been  absent,  during  part  of'the  time 
at  least,  and  he  would  endeavor  to  progress 
with  bis  observatdooB  in  a  plun  and  practical 
manner. 

As  the  motion  was  to  strike  out  tbe  whole 
bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the 
proposed  amendment  as  a  substitute,  it  became 
necessary  to  oompare  the  two  proportions; 
and  to  do  this  properly  both  shoold  be  distinct- 
ly understood.  A  brief  statement  of  the  anb- 
stonoe  of  each  might  not  occasion  a  nseleaa 
oonsnmption  of  time.  The  bill  is  predicated  on 
a  repeated  amilloation  from  the  Legislatore  of 
the  State  of  Teunesaee,  and  conforms  with  the 
memorial  in  providing  that  the  tJniled  Statea 
lands  in  that  State  shall  be  surrendered  to  ber 
on  acoonnt  of  a  deficiency  in  her  common  school 
lands,  and  to  !>e  disposed  of  by  her  for  the  pur- 
posee  of  education.  In  consequence  of  agree- 
ments long  ago  made  between  the  Governments 
oonoemed,  that  all  the  Jotui  ./Sid  Korth  Carolina 
land  claims  should  be  satisfied  from  the  public 
lands  in  Tennessee,  a  i>roviaion  was  inserted  in 
the  bill  that  all  such  claims  should  be  satisfied 
if  any  existed,  although  it  was  believed  that 
none  or  bnt  very  few  remtuued.  It  has  always 
been  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
whenever  it  had  the  power,  to  give  a  preference 
of  entry  or  right  of  p^^mption  to  occupautB ; 
and  it  has  ^eody  made  such  a  provision,  to 
quiet  and  secore  them,  in  favor  of  those  who 
occupy  portions  of  the  United  States  lands  in 
that  State  la  anticipation  of  the  surrender  of 
those  lands  now  BoIidt«d,  and  to  take  effect  in 
that  event ;  but  from  abundant  caution,  and  for 
entire  satisfaction,  a  similar  provision,  by  way 
of  amendment  to  this  bill,  was  proposed  by  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Polk,)  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  who  reported  the  bill ;  and 
his  proposition  was  modified,  on  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
WioKiiFFB,)  and  then  adopted  by  the  House,  so 
as  to  ^ve  those  occupants  a  pre-emption  or 
rather,  as  nothing  is  to  be  paid,  a  preference  of 
entry,  without  ctuirge.  Under  this  bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  those  occupants  would  get  their  lands 
without  any  charge.  Such  is  a  brief  ontiine 
of  the  substeuce  of  the  bill,  as  it  originally  was, 
and  as  at  present  amended.  Mr.  L  said  it  waa 
to  be  hoped,  after  the  insertion  of  this  last  most 
extraordinary  provision,  that  his  ooUeague  from 
the  western  district  of  Tennessee,  (Ur.  ObooE' 
in,)  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  en- 
deavor, to  some  extent^  to  harmonize  with  hia 
colleagues ;  but  he  seemed  detemuned,  even 
a^;ainst  greater  benefits  to  his  people,  pertina- 
ciousW'  to  insist  upon  his  own  naked  and  un- 
qualified proposition.  And  what  was  itl_  It 
would  umply  give  to  tbe  occupants,  respective- 
ly, who  were  such  on  or  before  the  first  of  Dft- 
oember  last,  the  same  qnantitiee  of  land  that 
the  bill  would  secure  to  all  who  might  be 
occupants  by  the  first  of  April  next ;  and  they 
would  have  to  pay  the  usual  fees  for  snrveying 
and  for  isaoing  grautstotheoSloeraof  the  State 
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of  Tennessee,  who  were  anthoriied,  in  Uie  com-' 
moD  waj,  and  at  the  commoD  rates,  to  proceed 
in  perfaoting  their  titles,  without  auj  direotionB 
from  the  L^slatore  of  thM  Btnte. 

H&ring  thus  stated  the  snbstaDce  of  the  bill, 
and  of  the  proposed  substMnt«,  Mr.  L.  proceeded 
more  partionlarlj  to  contrast  them,  and  to  mge 
his  oltJectioiis  to  the  latt«r.  He  raid,  without 
approbating  the  pnmsions  either  of  the  bill,  or 
of  the  sabstitate,  as  far  u  conoerned  the  oooa- 
pants,  he  coold  not  see  any  reasonable  groand 
on  which  his  colleague  (Mi.  Ohookbtt)  Aonld 
adhere  so  infleziblj  to  his  amendment  The 
occnpsnts  seemed  to  be  the  objeote  of  his  chie^ 
if  not  only  care,  and  the  bill  provided  for  more 
of  them,  and  on  better  t«rms.  Why  then, 
should  anj  one  cling  to  the  amendntent,  nnder 
a  pretence  of  great  zeal  In  behalf  of  oconpanta, 
when  it  is  loaded  with  objections,  which  must 
nltiniately  destroj  it  t  One  of  those  objections 
is,  that  the  amendment  makes  no  provirion 
whatever  for  the  satisfoction  of  anr  North 
Carolina  claims,  which  may  remain  in  tLe  bands 
of  infants,/«>nm<te0u««rf^  or  any  other  persons 
who  may  be  Jostiy  entitled  to  relief.  And  my 
GoUeagoe,  (Mr.  Obookbtt,)  in  his  remarlis  the 
other  day,  plunly  told  the  memlters  from  North 
Carolina,  Uiat  hia  object  was  to  secure  the 
oocnpaota,  in  defiance  of  all  stipiiiationa  with 
that  State  \  and  this,  top,  notwitbstandiiu  the 
agreement  of  Congress  that  these  claims  ^ooid 
be  satiafled,  and  uie  anbsequent  obligation  on 
Tennessee  to  do  so,  oat  of  these  very  lands.  It 
may  be,  that  no  valid  clvms  of  that  kind  jet 
remain ;  bat,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  possible 
that  some  exist,  which  oaght  to  be  satisfied ; 
yet,  we  have  been  told,  that  sach  pre-existing 
rights  ooght  to  be  postponed  to  these  occupant 
claims  and  transferred,  of  coarse,  to  inferior 
lands.  It  is  plainly  submitted  to  every  memlier 
of  this  House  to  say,  if  it  would  hn  right,  while 
claims  exist,  to  take  away  the  moans  of  satisfy- 
ing themt  Wonld  not  North  Carolina  com- 
plcdn  t  And  if  Tennessee  shoald  prooeed  to 
satisfy  the  claimants,  wonid  not  a  oonfiiot 
aeceasarliy  arise  between  them  and  the  ocon- 
pantsl  Otj  if  she  should  reftise  to  do  so, 
might  not  this  Government  become  responsible  I 
Mr,  L.  protested  against  being  involved  in  any 
Bach  Qnne<Mssary  amliarrassments,  and  then 
proceeded  to  another  objection,  of  a  character 
which  he  conld  never  pass  without  notice. 

According  to  tiie  amendment,  the  Stat« 
officers  of  Tennessee  were  to  be  employed,  with- 
out consnlting  her  Legislatore,  in  perfecting 
the  tJlJes  to  these  occupants.  Ii  Oongreea  pre- 
pared, not  merely  to  refnse  the  respectftil  re- 
qnest  of  a  Btate,  as  it  oertunlr  may,  bnt  also  to 
go  farther,  and  employ  the  offloers  of  that  Stato 
to  do  something  else  directly  at  war  with  her 
application  t  Shall  we  call  on  the  Surveyors, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
to  make  surveys,  and  issne  grants  t  He  woold 
ask  if  gentlemen  could  sanction  such  a  doctrine  t 
Are  we  to  empower  the  officera  of  Tennessee  to 
give  patents  for  our  vacant  lauds  t    Are  they 


to  sot  under  our  authority  f  He  nnderstood 
the  republican  feeling  of  that  Stat«  better  than 
to  believe  that  such  a  game  could  be  played  oB 
on  her.  Whatt  A  Qovenior  of  Tennessee  to 
be  rigning  grants  under  an  act  of  Oongress,  and 
tliat,  too,  against  the  known  will  of  his  Stato  t 
He  dare  not  do  iL  But  his  colleague  (Mr. 
Ofiooxnr)  had  said  that  he  wonld  risk  the  per- 
ibrmance,  if  his  amendment  were  adopted; 
that  it  merely  gave  permiiaioii  that  the  officera 
might  act  without  saying  they  should.  Mr.  h. 
remarked,  that,  in  making  and  ooDStrainglawa, 
may  and  shall  were  often  convertible  tomu. 
But,  suppose  those  offloers  shoald  decline  to 
act  under  snch  a  law,  where  is  its  sanction,  sud 
what  is  its  penalty!  It  could  not  be  carried 
into  operation.  But  again,  sappose  the  Legisla- 
ture or  that  State  should  consider  it  against  her 
interest  to  accept  the  provisions  of  snch  a  law, 
and  should  forbid  her  officers  to  execato  it,  then 
any  man  could  see  what  would  l>e  the  an- 


hazard  bat  little  ii  „  . 

that,  even  if  the  officers  of  Tennessee  shonla 
manifest  a  disposition  to  execute  such  a  law, 
her  Legislatore  would  actually  proiiibit  them. 
The  members,  coming  from  all  parts  of  tho 
State,  and  considering  the  interests  in  those 
lands  general,  not  local,  wonld  not  allow  the 
State  officers  to  be  employed  in  acts  opposed  to 
the  wishes  and  Latereats  of  their  constituenta. 
To  pass  this  amendment  into  a  law  wonld  be 
affecting  to  do  some  good,  but  really  doing 
worse  than  nothinz.  He  never  could  agree  to 
such  a  provision  himself,  nor  conid  he  tielieve 
that  gentlemen,  on  reflection,  would  consider  it 
consistent  with  sound  principles.  He  knew 
there  were  instances,  in  which  OongreM  had 
attempted  to  give  coenizanoe  of  certain  matters 
to  State  officers,  and  he  knew,  too,  that  cont«n- 
tions  had  sometimes  ensued.  Hs  had  an 
opinion,  as  to  the  proprietv  of  sach  attempted 
investments  of"  power,  ana  hoped  that  a  ma- 
jority wonld  beopposedtotheirextension.  Let 
every  Government  attend  to  its  own  concerns, 
through  its  own  officers ;  but,  above  all,  let  ths 
General  Government  never  be  found  arrayed  in 
a  controversy  of  local  character  between  tiie 
minority  of  a  State  on  the  one  side,  and  t,  mi- 
nority on  the  other,  authorizing  and  inviting 
the  officers  of  that  State  to  enUst  in  the  ooIltes^ 
in  opposition  to  the  pablio  wiU.  Bnoh  a  p<^^ 
would  be  markedwithfeatnrea  toofiuniliar  and 
too  striking  not  to  l>e  rect^nised. 

Mr.  lb  nrged  another  objection  to  the  atn^id- 
ment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  made  no  dinKisition  of  the  remainder  of 
the  lands  after  satisfying  the  occupant  claima. 
He  would  inquire  what  was  to  l>ecome  of  tho 
residue  t  Was  it  to  continue  unnoticed,  and 
neelesal  Or  would  it  not  rather  pass  raptdlr 
into  the  hands  of  other  occupants  I  Mr.  L.  said 
he  had  no  disposition  to  censure  those  who 
were  there  at  present ;  and  &r  be  it  from  him 
to  war  with  oooapants  anywhere.    He  had 
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kamed,  from  his  Intiaaj,  and  by  persona]  ob- 
•aiTitioiL  to  feel  fbr  them  &  beoominff  nrnpo- 
th^.  A  UTgfi  portloii  of  thoM  who  bta  boo- 
and  him  with  a  sMt  on  this  floor  had  been 
oacnpsnU  from  the  earU«et  settlament  of  their 
ooonliy,  under  ditmmataiioee  of  danger,  prira- 
tioD,  tod  hardahip,  hx  azoaeding  an;  thing 
kaowa  to  the  settlers  of  the  western  ^strict  cJ 
T«as«aMe.  Tatheaeoorded  with  his  oolleague 
btxa  that  diatatot  (Hr.  Obookxti)  in  maoy  of 
hi*  seatimoila  expressed  in  their  favor,  and  was 
wiUiiigti>atareaMaubla[ii«fereQoe,oonnBt«Btl7 
with  ua  Jnst  daims  of  otliara,  should  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  and  to  all  oooapants,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  nriTata  difflonlties  and  pablio  advan- 
ti^M  attenaant  on  their  persevertog  exertions. 
He  did  not  contend  against  oocnpanta,  bnt 
•g^nat  the  polio;  of  improperij  tempting  our 
ntiiens  to  beotHue  snoh.  Qaidiemen  who  are 
sossDsitire  oonoemins  the  apeedj  and- cheap 
diaposition  of  tbe  pnbllo  lands,  ought  to  reflect 
oo  the  prinoiples  of  this  amendment,  and  the 
Mmwqveooea  which  maj  flow  from  its  adoption. 
Bow  will  thia  thing  operate  I  If  we  give  landa 
to  the  present  oocnpaats,  witbont  disporing  of 
the  reMdne,  at  the  same  time,  as  thej  are,  of 
Morse,  general!;  settled  on  the  best  portions, 
ws  cannot  refnse,  nest  year,  to  give  inferior 

Cto  those  who  ma;  then  possess  them, 
remaining  lands  «thw  will  or  will  not  be 
fitfbrooenpation.  If  not,  whyshonld  weretun 
tbemt  And  if  otherwise,  no  matter  to  what 
sitsnt,  onght  wa  to  ke^  them  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  making  annual  donations  to  those 
vho  would  t>e  tempted,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
oocnp;  them  t    And  If  there  were  lands  enoi^. 


polic;  onoe,  and  there  can  be  no  end  of  it,  but 
with  the  exhaostioa  of  tliB  means.  Can  we 
giva  the  better  this  session,  and  refuse  the  worse 
aaztt  Oonsistene;  woold  demand  a  perse- 
ntuoe,  with  increaring  reasons,  fbnnded  on 
the  iodDoement  to  ooonpano;  held  out  b;  onr- 
••Ives,  and  on  the  inieriorit;  of  the  gifts, 
miils  the  whole  oonntr;,  however  smaU  or 
great,  woold  in  time  t>e  thas  ^ven  awa;,  with- 
o«  a  cent  of  profit  to  the  United  8tat«B,  their 
tnanuy  woold  l>e  annual];  droned  in  making 
)kwt  OD  the  eatject  aa  long  as  l^e  oontinaanoe 
tf  this  process.  Ur.  L.  observed  that,  if  his 
eoOeagoa  Qtr.  Obooert)  looked  to  olteriOT  ob- 
Jwta  he  might  think  it  well  enoogh  for  his  dis- 
trict to  acqaira  pc^nlation  at  so  cheap  a  rato ; 
sod  it  wonld  be  higlil;  gratifjing  to  find  that, 
or  an;  other  portion  of  the  Stale,  increasing  in 
popolatiaa,  or  otherwise  proqwring  on  fair 
sad  aqoal  terms ;  bnt  nearl;  evef;  other  part 
of  the  State  fbit  an  eqnal  interest  in  those  lands 
br  satisfying  a  jnst  claimj  and  it  conid  not  be 
npseted  that  itie  a^randizement  of  one  part,  at 
tlis  expense  of  the  others^  wonld  be  Bcqniaaced 
in  b;  tbem.  Mr.  L.  was  of  opinion,  however, 
that  not  onl;  tlie  interests  of  Tennessee,  gen- 
«>11;,  but  also  tlie  permanent  good  ot  the 


western  district,  were  better  provided  for  in 
the  bill  than  b;  the  amendment,  with  all  its 
conseqaenoes.  He  woold  now  inqoire  of  gen- 
tlemen representing  new  States,  if  the;  were 
prepared  to  adopt  the  pcdic;  d  ^vlng  awa; 
lanos  to  ooonpanta,  preeeqt  and  fntoret  Had 
the;  no  hopes  of  ultimate!;  ei^ojing  some  bene- 
fits fr«m  the  sarroider  c^  the  ia&nor  pnblia 
lands  to  the  Statee  in  wliioh  the;  lie)  He 
conld  not  enppoee  that  thorn  States  would,  on 
this  oocasioI^  abandon  their  own  avowed  prin- 
dplea.  The  bill,  as  compared  with  the  amend- 
ment,  was  of  a  character  aooommodated  in 
some  iegrea  to  the  sentimoite  of  nearl;  alL 
While  it  avoided,  on  one  hand,  extravaguit 
prodigalit;,  it  exhibited,  on  the  other,  aom« 
featnres  of  liberalit;. 

Ur.  OASaoH  said  that,  if  the  decision  of  the 
committee  had  been  taken  on  a  previous  da;, 
he  should  have  voted  in  &vor  of  the  amoid- 
ment  of  hie  honorable  friend  frwm  Tennessee, 
(Mr,  OaofXKTj,)  bnt  he  ooosidered  it  highl; 
fbrtonate  tliat  such  bad  not  been  tbe  ease :  fi:^ 
snlweqnent  redeotion  had  foil;  oonvinoed  htm 
that  toe  passage  of  titat  measore  woold  be  a 
direct  injoiy  to  the  very  persons  whom  it  waa 
intended  to  benefit  The  land  in  onestion, 
whioh  was  sought  for  on  the  one  hand  b;  the 
State,  and  on  ue  other  b;  the  ooonpants  who 
had  settled  upon  it,  had,  it  was  well  known,  bean 
oeded  b;  North  Carolina,  under  oertaln  reoer- 
vations  and  conditions.  The  United  States  waa 
boood  to  observe,  and  to  oanse  to  be  observed, 
tboee  oondilioas;  and  the  House  should  bear 


the  right  of  perfsoting  all  titiea  to  granta  of 
lands  made  to  offioera  and  soldiers  of  the  Con- 
tinental line  of  that  State,  for  revolntjonar;  and 
other  services.  The  amendment,  whioh  he  had 
referred  to  above,  went  to  distarb  that  oom- 
paot  which  ha  considered  ought  to  be  held 
■acred  and  inviolable.  It  was  proposed,  b; 
that  amendment,  to  give  the  land  to  the  aotnal 
settlers  thereon  under  varicns  conditions,  and 
to  veet  the  right  of  periecling  the  titles  thereto 
in  the  Governor  and  the  other  State  officers  of 
Tennessee.  He  was  ntterl;  opposed  to  the 
sanctioning  of  snob  a  proportion  b7  a  vote  of 
the  Hoose.  There  wm«  nomerotu  North  Caro- 
lina warrants  for  land  ;et  remaining  nneetlled ; 
man;  of  them  belonging  to  vridows  and  their 
orphan  children,  and  to  minora ;  and  ft  bad 
frwm  those  cironmatances  I>een  difficult  to  put 
their  duma  in  a  train  of  speed;  adjustment. 
Now,  BOppose  the  House  passed  the  bill,  did  not 
gentlemen  perceive  what  wonld  be  the  inevita- 
ble rMults  I  Let  tiiem  grant  the  hundred  and 
t&xty  acres  to  each  ooonpant ;  and  th«i,  when 
tlie  holders  of  the  outstanding  North  Carolina 
warrants  went  and  advanoed  their  Just  and  equi- 
table pretensions,  and  laid  claim  to  the  ianda 
secured  to  them  b;  a  solemn  inabmnent^  and  for 
a  valnable  consideration,  what  a  wide  and 
M^tful  field  of  litigation  was  thrown  open  to 
the  oitizeiis  of  those  States.    And  bow  was 
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tliBt  litiKfttion  to  be  terminated  t  Wu  there 
&  jadioisl  tribnnal'in  the  United  Stotea,  or  in- 
deed in  the  civilized  world,  that  wonld  not  tm- 
mediatelj  decide  in  anj  litdgated  ease  founded 
npon  BQoh  a  basis,  io  fikvor  of  the  Nortii  Oaro- 
linaclainiAntal  That  solemn  and  binding  in- 
strnment,  the  act  of  oeafflon,  eipressly  provided 
for  the  pspnent  of  those  claims,  and  nnlesa  all 
law  and  all  jnstjoe  were  alike  borne  down  and 
destroyed,  all  the  laws  of  Congresa,  and  all  the 
oonrts  of  jnatioe  in  the  Union,  ooold  not  invali- 
date ite  provisions,  express  and  stipnlatecl. 
Litigation  on  tiie  moat  tremendoos  scale  wonld 
inevitably  enane,  to  the  Impoveriahmant  of  the 

E)ple  and  the  rain  of  the  settlen  on  the  lands, 
b  every  gentleman,  then,  who  could  enter- 
tain ench  an  idea,  reflect  that  the  most  delete- 
rions  oonseqnencei  wonld  flow  to  the  oconpanta 
themselves,  ftom  holding  out  to  them  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  free  and  eratnitova  dooationa 
of  the  pnblic  landa,  and  in  that  manner  inducing 


foil  to  prodace  a  most  abandant  harvest  of  liti- 
gation. He  proceeded  to  eipresa  his  deliberate 
and  confirmed  opinion,  that  there  waa  no  power 
vested  in  the  United  States  to  abrogate  a  right 
seonred  to  a  State  or  a  citizen  b^  a  oondttional 
agreement,  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  act 
(«  cession.  If  ^e  bill  did  not  provide  for  the 
rights  of  North  Oaroliea,  or  Qia  perspns  holding 
her  warranty  he  had  no  hesitetion  hi  pronoDn' 
^g  it  to  be  his  opinion  that,  nnder  all  the  cir- 
onmstances  of  the  case,  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
public  fsith,  and  an  infringement  on  the  jnat 
righta  of  the  State ;  yet,  even  suppasioK  the 
bm  were  to  pass  withont  providing  for  the  uqni- 
datioo  of  all  the  claims  made  on  account  of  the 
North  Carolina  land  warrants,  he  repeated  that 
the  8<^udication  of  every  coort  of  law  would 
and  must  be  in  favor  of  the  parties  claiming, 
nnder  the  express  provisions  of  that  act  of  ces- 
don,  which  was  as  plain,  precise,  and  binding 
on  the  United  States  as  language  conld  possibly 
frame  it.  That  was,  and  must  cootinae  to  he, 
an  insaperable  objection ;  It  was,  he  mast  again 
and  EgMn  tell  them,  absolutely  beyond  tboir 
power  to  annul,  by  any  l^slative  act  on  their 
part,  the  stipuletions  centred  lit  that  ioatm- 

Ur.  0.  proceeded.  There  waa  another,  and, 
it  must  be  seen,  a  very  important  condition 
attached  to  the  act  of  cession.  Let  gentlemen 
refer  to  that  public  deed.  [Here  Ur.  0.  read 
the  third  article  of  the  act  of  cession ;  it  is  as 
follows :] 


in,  and  not  ippropriated  is  before  mentioned,  (ap- 
propriated, [nid  Mr.  0.,]      

payment  of  the  land 


).,]  as  the  mat  showed,  for  the 
wanuita  aUoded  to,)  sbaU  be 
oonsidcrsd  as  a  eommon  fund  for  the  use  and  ben- 
efit of  the  nailed  Blates  of  America,  North  Oarolina 
iucladve,  according  to  their  respectire  and  usual 
proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  shall  be  UthfoDy  disposed  of  for  that  puipoce, 
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and  for  DO  other  use  or  pnrpoae  vhalevar." — [I^wa 
of  the  United  KtMea,  page  87,  voL  11,  third  eecUon 
of  "An  act  to  aooept  a  cession  of  the  diJnaof  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  a  certain  district  of  wee^ 

a  temtorj.''J 

What  answer  could  be  made  to  that  otijection 
.  _  the  bill  as  proposed  to  1>e  amended  ?  There 
all  the sniplusland  was speoiflcally  appropriated 
— directed  to  be  applied  to  a  cert^  expresi 
purpose  "  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  North  Oarolina  indunve^ 
acoording  to  their  respective  and  nsnal  propor- 
tion and  expenditure."  It  was  farther  said 
that  it  shall  be  disposed  of  for  no  other  pnrpoee 
whatever.  North  Carolina,  then,  was  en- ' 
titled  to  aproportionate  share  in  the  advantages 
accruing  from  that  faiA  and  its  proceeds,  and 
tiie  Burplaa  land  conld  not,  oonaistently  with 
that  provision  in  the  act  of  oeasion,  be  diaposed 
of  fbr  any  other  purpose  whatever.  How  oould 
the  Eonse  obviate  that  ol^ection  to  the  unend- 
ment  before  them  ? 

Ifr.  OsooKKTT  said,  that  he  felt  it  fais  duty  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  more  observations 
in.  explanation  of  his  views  i^n  the  snbject 
before  them,  and  particnlarly  m.  reply  to  som« 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  hia  honorable 
coileiBgaes.  He  still  remained  nnfized  in  his 
opinion  that  without  the  amendment  whioh  he 
had  proposed,  the  bill  conld  not  possibly  be 
productive  Of  any  good  effecta,  and  he  therefore 
Mt  himself  bonoa,  both  in  jnstioe  to  himself 
and  to  his  oonstitnents,  to  use  every  effbrt  to 


colleague,  (Mr,  Polk,)  the  Ohturman  of  the 
Oommittee  that  had  reported  the  bill  bronght 
into  t^e  House  at  that  period  on  the  same  sub- 
ject as  that  which  was  then  nnder  consdera- 
tion,  the  propriety  of  reporting  a  hi!!  appro- 
priating the  proceeds  of  the  land  in  qnestioD 
entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the  western  district 
of  Tennessee — for  the  benefit  of  those  poor 
settiera,  who  had  aat  down,  and  occupied  vari- 
oua  small  patches  and  fragmenta  of  the  public 
domidn,  audeatablished  comfortable  though  bum- 
ble homes.  But  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  that 
eentiemaa  ol^ected  to  his  proposition,  and  pre- 
ferred that  bifi  of  his  own,  whicn  he  subsequently 
introduced,  and  which  ultimately  fwled.  Mr. 
0.  here  observed  that  aa  ezpianation  on  one 

S articular  point  might  perhaps  be  considered 
ue  from  him.  He  would  shortly  give  it.  He 
had  on  that  occasion  supported  the  original 
measure  of  hia  honorable  friend,  (Mr.  Polk,) 
while  at  the  aame  time  he  pertbctly  knew  that 
it  wonld  not  be  carried  ;  he  sopported  it  under 
the  hope  that  it  would  aabsequently  unite  his 
colleagues  of  the  Tennessee  del  nation  with  him 
in  the  support  of  his  favorite  measure — that  of 

Sroviding  for  the  poor  settlors  of  the  western 
Istrict.  But  he  waa  sorry  to  find  that  he  had 
been  a  very  mistaken  Judge  of  policy  indeed. 
Tea,  (ho  repeated.)  he  waa  well  aware  at  the 
time  that  it  could  not  succeed  in  pasdng  the 
Honse,  and  be  was  of  ft  dmilar  optnion  with 
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reepeot  to  tha  preeent  measiire — he  meant  the 
original  bill,  whioh  he  was  oonfideot  never 
wonld  reouve  their  aanotion.  It  woold  be  per- 
oeived  bj  the  House,  that  he  was  compeiled  to 
stand  now  in  a  vei?  different  attitude  from  that 
which  he  had  assnmed  in  the  oonree  of  the  last 
year's  di»cassion  of  the  subject  Ho  felt  himself 
ealled  upon  by  a  senaa  of  Aatj  to  stand  in  op- 
podtloQ  to  the  whole  balance  of  the  delegation 
from  his  own  State ;  nnder  the  disadvantage 
■lao  of  having  to  oontead  with  the  argnments 
of  three  of  the  ablest  membere  of  the  bar  of 
that  Blate.  The  House,  he  was  sore,  mnat 
taiij  appreciate  tha  difBonlties  under  which  he. 
labored  in  thus  standing  sione  and  unsapported ; 
bnt  he  was  strengthened  in  the  task  b;  the  re- 
flection that  he  was  in  the  performanoe  of  his 
da^,  and  advocating  the  jost  claims  of  those 

Cr,  but  honest,  virtaoos  citizens  who  had  sent . 
to  that  HoQse,  to  attend  to  their  rights  and 
interests.  Be  could  aot  conceive  that,  in  sob- 
mitdng  his  amendment  to  the  Honse,  and  solio- 
iting  thecD  to  sanotion  it  bj  their  vote,  he  had 
reqaested  one  particle  which  thej  onght  not  to 
grant  on  every  principle  of  ohwity  and  even 
ofjaatioB.  To  refer  now  to  some  observations 
of  gentlemen  npon  that  floor,  relative  to  the 
operation  of  the  amendmeDt  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, one  honorable  gentieman  (Mr.  Polk) 
said  it  would  act  as  a  dangeroos  precedent; 
OMt  other  States  would  oome  fanrard  en- 
oooraged  bj  the  poor  settlers  of  Tennessee,  and 
olsim  every  aore  of  tha  pnblto  dom^n.  Now 
li«  ^r.  0.)  certainly  conld  not  see  that  snoh 
woiud  be  tbe  necessary  effect  of  the  adoption  of 
his  amendment  Let  other  States  be  put  in  the 
same  position  as  his  State,  and  he  would  readily 
urea  to  grant  tiiem  what  Tennessee  asked. 
Tumeesee  had  received  no  pablio  lands  from 
the  General  Government;  no  United  States 
nrveyor  bad  ever  laid  ont  lands  in  that 
State ;  she  had  a  claim,  and  the  worthy  and 
honast  citizens  of  his  district  had  a  claim — and 
ajnst  ctum  it  was,  for  it  appealed  to  the  best 
feelings  of  their  hearts — to  those  lands.  Was 
it  then  to  be  said  that  it  would  form  a  danger- 
oos precedent  to  grant  to  those  indnstrioas  and 
persevering  men  tha  miserable  remnants  and 
Kzwa  of  land  which  their  toil  alone  conld  ren- 
der aesirable  or  valaabla  1  Was  it  a  dangerODS 
precedent  to  nrant  to  the  poor  and  the  needy 
the  soil  which  they  had  reolaimod  from  the 
wilderness  with  the  sweat  of  their  brow! 
I^ne,  as  had  been  said,  those  lands  were  of  no 
ralna,  bat  they  were  endeared  to  the  settlers  as 
being  their  homes — and  to  his  own  knowledge 
they  were  homes  in  which  contentment  and 
happiness  reigned,  Bnt,  if  it  were  what  they 
chose  to  consider  so  dangerous  a  precedent,  ha 
f^t  himself  not  the  less  bound  to  snpport  it ; 
Us  oonscience  told  him  he  was  right  in  doing 
•0,  and  if  that  measure  were  adopted,  the  cries 
of  those  poor  would  resound  in  tlianksgiving 
and  gratitude  before  the  throne  of  Qod.  An- 
ottier  geBtlemau  (Mr.  Lba)  had  observed  that 
if  the  preerat  olauiu  were  granted,  they  would 
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would  be  the  ease ;  all  tiiat  he  wanted  on  be- 
half of  his  constituents  was  that  they  should 
not  be  disturbed  in  the  possesMon  of  tha  lands 
which  they  already  occupied,  and  upon  which 
depended  tbdr  subsistence,  by  the  nolders  of 
the  North  Carolina  warrants.  They  asked  Con- 
gress to  grant  them  those  lands,  and  those  lands 
only ;  and  if  thair  request  were  complied  with, 
the  very  utmost  of  their  desires  would  be  satis- 
fied.  The  Honse,  he  was  sure,  must  recollect 
that,  when  the  subject  was  discussed  last  ses- 
sion, the  gentiemen  from  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee  had  stated  that  some  of  the  North 
Carolina  warrants  were  in  existence.  He  (Mr. 
C.)  did  not  believe  there  did  exist  any ;  but 
even  snpposing  therewasannmbar  of  them  yet 
outstanding,  were  the  holders  of  them  to  come 
and  drive  uie  settlers  off  their  little  patches  of 
land,  and  reap  the  frnite  of  their  years  of  toil 
and  labor  f  Ha  hoped  tha  House  wonld  not 
sanction  any  measure  franght  with  so  nfuch 
cruelty  and  injustice.  Besides,  if  those  North 
Carolina  warrants  must  be  paid,  there  was  good 
land  enough  in  that  State  to  meet  them ;  and 
let  them  be  satisfled  ont  of  that,  withont  Meet- 
ing the  indigent  occupant  in  his  district 

Mr.  Looks  said,  that  his  pnre  belief  was,  that 
very  erroneous  opinions  prevailed  with  respect 
to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  land  in  question. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  that  had  re- 
ported the  bin  had  stated  tiiat  the  whole  value 
of  the  land  did  not  exceed  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  If  he  conld  be  convinced  that  it  was 
of  snoh  trivial  value,  he  should  most  readily 
withdraw  bis  opposition  to  the  bill ;  but,  he 
repeated  that  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  ad- 
mit tbat  snoh  was  the  fact  Gentlemen  would 
find,  from  reports  of  the  sorveyora,  among  the 
papers  on  their  tables,  that  there  were  upwards 
of  four  millions  of  acres  of  land  yet  nnooonpled ; 
and  it  was  his  opinion  that  its  value  had  been 
underrated  in  uiose  reports.  Some  had  been 
estimated  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre ; 
some,  at  twenty-five ;  and  some  even  as  high 
as  fifty  cents.  One  gentieman  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  the  aggregate  valne  of  it  woold 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and 
another  had  carried  it  np  even  higher.  It  was 
evident  that  the  information  possessed  by  the 
House  on  the  sabject  was  vagne  and  indennite. 
Alluding  to  the  appeal  so  strongly  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Oboctkbtt)  to 
grant  the  lands  to  the  poor  setUers  on  the  score 
of  charity,  he  asked  the  House  whether  there 
were  not  hnndreds  and  thonsands  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens in  other  States  and  territories, 
who  might  nrge  a  similar  pica  for  relief  at  the 
public  expense?  Cert^nly  there  were;  and 
that  measure,  supposing  it  to  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  that  House,  would  operate  as  a  premium 
to  the  poor  to  settie  upon  the  pnblio  lands. 
The  exercise  of  acts  of  charity,  no  one  could 
deny,  reflected  the  highest  honor  upon  the 
human  heart;  bat  It  eEoQld  not  be  forgotten 
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thrt  thOBB  very  lantU,  with  tte  other  part  of 
the  pablio  domain,  were  pledged  for  the  paj- 
ment  of  the  poblio  debL  He  begged  it  to  be  or>- 
mred,  aiao,  that  the  lauds  wer«  rapidly  in- 
creadog  in  valoe,  and  in  all  probability,  in  the 
oonrse  of  a  few  yean,  tliose  pItifU  tcnpa  and 
tragmenta  of  sand  and  rock  woold  exoeed  in 
Talne  the  sum  of  half  a  millioB  ot  dollars.  Tbey 
woold,  bemdea,  be  oompelled  to  grant  rimilw 
privileges  to  other  StMee.  He  condnded  by 
Baying  that  he  was  decidedly  adverse  to  the 
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ICr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  srid  he  had  risen 
addrees  the  House  in  reply  to  the  ai^nmeiite 
and  statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Lba,)  and  to  notioe  the  re- 
marks made  some  days  sinoe  by  his  ooUeagne, 
(Mr.  Polk.)  I  am  (said  Mr.  W.)  in  fiivor  of  the 
amendment  now  before  the  Honse,  proposed  by 
the  gentlemsn  (Ur.  Cbooestt)  who  representa 
the  district  in  which  a  great  portion  of  tiie 
land  in  ([nesticn  lies,  lam  opposed  to  the 
original  bill ;  first,  booanee  thoaivnmenta  nrged 
by  its  friends  are  not  snstainea  by  the  foots 
which  are  on  record  before  ns ;  and  m  the  neit 
place,  I  believe  the  principles  on  which  t^  bill 
regta,  would,  if  recognized  in  tliis  ease,  orertnm 
onr  whole  land  system.  From  the  statement 
made  to  the  House  by  the  mover  of  tliis  amend- 
ment, and  the  slight  examination  I  had  given 
to  the  subject  i  did,  the  other  d^,  express  the 
opinion  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  ezoeod- 
ed  ita  authority.  I  will  presently  refer  genUe- 
men  to  the  taots  on  which  I  founded  my 
opinion. 

The  gentleman  who  addressed  the  House  to- 
day advocated  tlie  1^  aa  a  measure  of  Jnstioe 
to  Tennessee.  He  asserted  that,  while  all  tjie 
other  new  States  have  reoeived  large  grants  for 
schools,  colleges,  snd  other  objects,  Tennessee 
has  had  nothing.  He  magnified  the  liberality 
of  Government  to  Ohio,  and  would  have  us 
believe  that  Tennessee  had  alone  been  neglect- 
ed, and  has  derived  no  benefit  irom  the  liberal 
appropriations  made  of  onr  public  landa.  The 
gentleman  who  addressed  the  Honse  last  week 
^r.  Polk)  reminded  ns  that  this  daim  was 
presented  by  a  re^wotfnl  memorial  of  the 
Legialatnre  of  that  State.  He  seemed  to  think 
we  shonld  not  {vesnme  to  question  the  foots 
assumed  in  that  memorial,  or  the  I^iality  of  the 
acts  of  the  L^alature.  Sir,  however  respect- 
fol  the  memorial  may  be,  and  to  whatever  def- 
erence it  is  entitled,  wa  have  here  tie  rig^it  to 
examine  thejnstice  of  the  olsim  preferred  by 


mortal  of  Tennessee  the  same  oonrideration  I 
would  ^ve  to  the  reoommendatjtms  of  any 
other  Stat«,  bnt  nothing  mote. 

The  assertion,  on  which  thia  whole  measare 
rest*,  is  that  Ooogreas  agreed,  by  the  act  of 
April,  1806,  to  give  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  a 
section  of  schocj  land  for  every  six  miles  square 
in  the  State ;  and  as  it  is  alleged  there  was 
Dot  a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  in  die  district 
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north  and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  to  eatMj 
Uiis  ^rant,  that  we  are  bonnd  to  make  np  the 
deficiency  out  of  the  public  laud  aoutb  and 
west  of  that  line.  This  oonstrnction  of  the  act 
of  Oongrees  i^  in  my  opinion,  altogether  incor- 
rect TlM  wbde  of  ui«  land  in  the  district 
north  and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  which  in- 
olndes  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  State,  was 
granted  to  Tennessee  upon  certain  condiuons ; 
one  of  which  waa,  that  tiie  State  should  "  locate 
HZ  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  evwy  six  miles 
aqoare,  where  existing  clums  would  allow  tlu 
sam&  for  the  use  of  schools."  This,  sir,  was  a 
owdition  obligatory  on  Tennessee,  and  not  on 
the  General  Government  {See  United  States 
Iaws,  vol.  4,  page  40.]  Bnt  admitting  tbis  con- 
struction to  be  correct,  and  giving  to  the  act  of 
Oongress  the  greatest  possible  latitnde,  I  will 
prove  to  the  House  tbat  Tennessee  has  received 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  land  than  it  would 
be  entitled  to,  sUowinK  six  hundred  and  fortf 
aorea  for  every  ax  milea  aqnare  in  the  whtde 
State. 

The  gentleman  was,  I  believe,  entirely  mi»- 
taken,  when  he  informed  ti»  Honse  that  Teo- 
neeaee  had  received  less  of  Uie  public  lands  than 
Ohio,  or  any  other  new  St&te.  Two  lowndipa 
for  colleges,  and  one  section  to  every  six  miles 
square,  for  common  schools,  haa  been  granted 
to  most  of  the  new  States  and  the  territoriesh 
Bnt  what  has  Tennessee  received  ?  She  hw 
reoeived  much  more  tiiau  Ohio,  Indiana,  oe 
Illinois,  including  all  our  grants  for  colleges, 
schools,  roads,  and  canals.  Tennessee  has  re- 
oeived mora  than  two  millions  ax  hondred 
thonsand  acres  of  the  public  land,  purohased 
by  Oongress  aa  a  common  i^nd,  for  iJie  benefit 
of  the  whole  Union,  and  she  now  modestly  asks 
five  millions  more. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OESoe 
iuforma  ns  that  "the  district  of  country  lying 
north  and  west  of  the  bonndariee  designated  by 
Hie  act  of  April,  1806,"  tbe  whole  of  which  this 
bill  proposes  to  give  to  Tenosssee,  "isavMy 
fine  one,  and  contains  a  la^^  portion  of  lands 
of  very  superior  qoality ;  "  and  that,  "  from  an 
eetimata  roadefrom  the  beetm^sinthepoese»- 
sion  of  this  offioe,  it  wpeors  that  tbe  lantb  lying 
south  and  west  of  tne  line  above  mentioned 
amount  to  eight  millions  five  hundred  tbonsaod 
~  ires." — Houae  DooitmenU,  w>L  8,  doe.  7S. 

By  the  act  of  April,  1606,  all  the  brnds  in  th« 
Btsta,  north  snd  east  of  tbe  reservation  line, 
were  ceded  to  Tennessee,  subject  to  certain 
conditions.  In  this  conntry  Congress  reserved 
to  tbe  Stat&  in  trnet  for  the  support  of  colleges 
and  academies,  two  hundred  tLousand  acres — 
more  than  ei^t  townships.  The  State  yet  owns 
one  million  fifty-five  thousand  acres,  subject  to 
the  possessory  right  of  the  Indians,  wbioh  will 
probably  soon  be  extdngnisbed.  Tennessee  bas 
also  received^  in  one  small  district,  one  milli<»k 
and  twenty-four  tbonsand  acres.  In  additioa 
to  all  this,  more  than  twenty-two  tbonaand 
seven  hundred  acres  of  school  land  has  been 
located,  and  three  hundred  and  five  thousand 
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screa  distribiited  between  Uie  Btate  and  the 
Um?erslt7  of  North  Oaroliim ;  the  whole  qaan- 
titj  of  land  received  bj  Tennessee,  as  appears 
from  these  docnmenta,  being  more  tJian  two 
tnilliena  six  hundred  thonsand  acres.  I  make 
this  statement  upon  the  anthoritj  of  the  dooa- 
ments  now  before  me.  [See  United  States 
Lbwb,  voi.  iv.,  p.  40;  Senate  Doc,  toI.  iv.,  doe. 
156   and  100;  Indian  Treaties,  p.  466;  and 


woold  call  them,  have  been  soid  by  the  State. 
I^nd  to  the  amount  of  fonrhmidredand  eighty 
thonsand  dollars  was  purchased  in  1820,  at 
public  sale,  ia  the  Hiwassee  district ;  in  which 
there  has  since  been  paid  for  land,  entered  at 
private  sale,  two  hundred  and  seTenty-siz  thon- 
sand two  hnndred  and  twenty  dollars,  amonnt- 
ing  in  this  one  small  district  to  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-siz  thousand  two  faondred  and  twenty 
dollars;  to  which,  if  we  add  the  value  of  the 
oolite  and  school  lands,  and  the  three  hnndred 
and  five  thonsand  acres  shared  witti  the  Korth 
Carolina  Univeraity,  at  the  minimum  of  two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  we  will  find  that  the  State  has 
realized  from  the  publio  lands,  more  than  one 
million  seren  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
still  holds  the  fee  dmple  to  one'  million  fiity-five 
thonsand  acres. 

These,  sir,  ore  the  fkcts,  in  the  &oe  of  which 
gentlemen  have  aasnred  us  that  Tennessee  hod 
not  obtained  on  equitable  proportion  of  the  pub- 
ho  lands ;  that  her  clums  have  been  disregarded ; 
and  tbat  ahe  had  received  nothing  from  the 
liberality  of  the  General  Government.  We 
baT«  heard  much  sud  of  the  rights  reserved  by 
North  Carolina  in  the  cession  of  this  territory 
to  the  United  States,  which  may  still  be  en- 
forced against  this  Government,  if  we  adopt 
this  amendment.  I  believe,  air,  all  the  local 
olaiins  of  the  citizens  of  that  Btate  have  long 
^oe  been  provided  for.  If  they  have  not  been 
satisfied,  Tennessee  ia  bound  to  pay  them  out 
of  the  lands  granted  to  that  State,  npon  this  ex- 
press condition.  If  Tennessee  has  received 
more  than  seven  hnndred  and  fifty-six  thonsand 
doUara  for  a  small  district  of  this  land,  there 
ooold  certainly  have  been  enough  found  to  sat- 
i^  all  the  ontstanding  claims  and  warrants. 
That  State  related  the  bairns  set  up  by  North 
Garolina,  and  refused  to  satisfy  them  ont  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  State  hod  a  legal  title ;  but 
after  Congress,  by  the  act  of  1618,  anthorized 
Tennessee  to  perfect  titles  to  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  south  and  west  of  the  reser- 
T^on  line,  tliat  State  and  North  Carolina  did 
reoMnite  claims  which  had  been  declared  in- 
valid Tinder  which  they  appropriated  to  their 
own  vise  throe  hundred  and  five  thonsand  acres 
of  good  land,  to  which  the  United  States  still 
hw,  in  my  judgment,  a  legal  title.  Congress 
hag  never  acceded  to  the  right  claimed  by  North 
Duolina  to  issue  wairanta  for  the  benefit  of  her 
University ;  nor  has  the  power  ever  been  given 
to  Tennessee  to  permit  locations  to  he  made, 
sod  titlea  perfec1«d,  on^Buoh  warrants.    Long 
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after  the  State  of  Tennessee  hod  repeatedly 
provided  by  law  for  cloung  her  land  ofBces, 
they  were  agwn  opened,  under  new  provisions ; 
not,  indeed,  as  an  act  of  justice  or  magnanimity 
to  the  soldier  who  fonght  the  batUes  of  the 
Revolution,  or  to  his  heirs,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  &  North  Carolina  corporation.  Sir,  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  had  no  more  right  to  issue 
warrants  to  her  University,  in  the  names  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  been  dead  for  half  a  century, 
without  heirs  or  representatives,  than  she  would 
have  to  issne  warrants  in  the  names  of  the 
Egyptian  hosts  drowned  in  the  Bed  Sea,  npcm 
the  muster  rolls  of  Pharoah's army.  TheL(^- 
latnre  of  Tennessee,  in  the  year  1823,  upon  the 
respectful  memorial  of  the  Univerdt;  or  Nortit 
Carolina,  made  a  compromise  with  that  corpo- 
ration, and  confirmed  its  claims  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  thonsand  acres,  upon  lie  con- 
dition that  sixty  thousand  acres  should  be  trana- 
fbrred,  and  the  title  warranted  by  the  Univer- 
sity to  the  State  of  Tennessee.  This  was  done, 
probably  much  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the 
parties.  A  new  edition  of  warrants  was  issued, 
and,  in  1B2G,  an  agreement  was  made  by  the 
agents  of  Tennessee  and  the  University,  to  con- 
firm the  title  to  one  hundred  and  five  thonsand 
acres  more  of  land  for  dead  men's  warrants. 
The  Stal«  of  Tennessee,  however,  took  care  to 
keep  two-thirds  of  this  quantity  to  itself,  and 
gave  one-third  to  the  University,  which  was 
no  doubt  well  satisfied  with  the  bargain. — [See 
Laws  of  Tennessee  of  1822  and  1829,  before  re- 


TuiSDAT,  January  18. 
Land  Claimt  in  Teimeuet. 
The  Hoose  resumed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
Tennessee  Land  Bill — the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  Ifr.  Cbookxit,  bb  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill,  as  modified,  on  the  snggce- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pouc 

Ur.  Bum  said  that  he  had  refrtdned  from 
saying  an;  thing  on  this  meastue,  when  it  was 
under  connderation  and  discussion  on  former 
occasions,  because  of  the  interest  which  his  col- 
leagues had  manifested,  and  also  the  i^t  that 
th^  had  explained  satisfactorily  the  object  and 
end  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  hiS' 
State ;  and  he  would  have  contented  himself 
at  this  time  by  giving  a  silent  vote,  but  for  the 

ijustifiable  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  drive  it  from  the  House,  by  a  kind  of  side 
wind,  not  only  Jeoparding  the  measure,  bat  tai^ 
nishing  the  pnrity  of  l^islation  in  his  native 
State.  Under  such  circumstances,  silence  on 
his  part  might  rby  his  oonstitnenta)  be  oonstmed 
"ito  a  criminal  indifference  to  the  obiect,  and 

total  disregard  to  the  character  <^  tLe  State. 
TMs  suli^eat,  though  so  folly  discussed,  seemed 
yet  to  be  possly  misnndenrtood  by  some  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  opinions  had  been  expressed/ 
--  the  course  of  the  debate,  and,  doubtless,  by 
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muir  otbers  who  had  not  participated  therein. 
It  ahonld  be  hie  pnrpow,  if  he  ooold  r«oeiTe — 
what  had  hnt  seldom  been  awarded  to  the 
Speaker — the  att«iitioii  of  the  House,  to  pre- 
sent the  claim  of  Tennessee  in  its  proper  light, 
while  he  sbonld  eipose  the  demerits  of  each  and 
eveiy  prmiosition,  which  had  been  made,  in 
the  amendment  to  the  original  bill. 

Bat  (Mr.  B.  said)  before  he  wonld  proceed 
to  the  subject,  he  would  give  a  passing  notice 
to  the  etaleroents  and  opinions  ot  some  gentle- 
men who  had  expressed  their  preference  for 
the  amendment  of  hie  colleagae.  A  gentleman 
from  Eentnckf  (Ur.  Bttoeiikb)  informs  ns  that 
his  oppo^don  to  the  original  bill  was  recorded 
at  the  last  sesdon,  bat  that  he  intends  to  sap- 
port  the  proposed  amendment,  hecanse  he  pre- 
fers to  give  tiie  lands  in  Tennessee  to  occapante 
rather  than  to  the  State ;  and  that  he  can  see 
no  good  reason  for  doing  Indirectly  what  Ox\b 
House  has  the  power  to  do  directly.  This  is  a 
mistake,  into  which,  I  fear,  many  bare  fiUlen. 
The  State  of  Tennessee  has  never  assumed, 
before  this  House,  the  cborsoter  of  a  suppliant 
asking  for  favors.  As  one  of  its  Repreaenta- 
tivea  I  ask  the  performance  of  your  oontract, 
^  not  yours,  your  predecessors,)  solemnly  en- 
tered into,  and  whicn  has  never  lieen  realized. 
But,  on  this  sabject,  I  shall  have  oocaeion, 
hereafter,  to  speak  more  at  large.  A  member 
from  Korth  Carolina  (Mr.  OcuaraB)  said  that 
he  wonld  vote  to  give  the  lands  to  the  occu- 
panta,  rather  than  to  the  8tat«,  because  they 
(the  occupants)  "  had  risked  their  lives  in  tak- 
ing possession  of  their  lands,  and  had  enoomi- 
tfired  privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of 
aU  new  conntries."  Mr.  B,  sud  that  he  had  not 
eipeoted  to  hear  such  argnmentg  in  fevor  of 
the  propositdou  from  the  members  from  the  Btate 
from  whence  that  gentleman  came,  and  he  felt 
himself  constrained  to  say,  that  tt  evinced  such 
profound  ignorance  of  the  history  of  the  landed 
system  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and 
enoh  an  iU-timed  display  of  benerolenoe  for  a 

Siart  of  the  good  people  of  Tennessee,  that  he 
Bared  that  it  arose  from  the  consideration  that 
t^y  were  the  minority,  and  that;  by  extending 
his  offloes  of  kindnees  to  them,  he  wonld  thwart 
the  views  of  the  minority,  and  disappoint  the 
expectations  of  the  delegfOioa  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  ooold  not  but  remind  the 
member  that  the  citixens  of  the  district  which 
he  (Mr.  B.)  now  represented,  once  deserved  the 
character  of  hardy  adventurers,  "  who  risked 
their  lives  in  qneat  of  their  homes;"  they  were 
the  descendants  of  the  good  people  of  Ihe  gen- 
tleman's own  State,  and  went  out  under  the 
anspioes  of  that  r^ectable  State.  Did  the 
gentleman  at  that  tmie  feel  differently  from 
what  he  now  does  I  Then,  the  mother  State, 
clothed  with  parental  kindness,  said  to  the  oc- 
cupants who  mvaded  the  Indian  territory,  with 
the  rifle  in  the  one  hand,  and  Jacob's  staff  in 
the  other,  you  shall  have  a  preference  of  entry, 
or  pre-emption  in  purohase,  for  the  improve- 
ments which  yoa  have  thus  made,  and  which 


were  emphatically  "  at  the  risk  of  life,  and  un- 
der all  uie  privations  incident  to  new  settle- 
ments." That  was  viewed  as  an  act  of  great 
kindness,  thongh  the  settlera  were  the  bdden 
of  military  warrants,  and  had  fonght  in  the 
Bevolntionary  etm^le.  fHere  Ur.  C*aooH 
said  that  many  of  his  friends  supposed  allusion 
had  been  made  to  him,  which  ne  did  not  be- 


to  that  ^ntleman;  his  allusion  was  to  the 
member  m  his  eye,  who  had  asdgned  hia  rea- 
son  for  snpporting  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
league, a  day  or  two  since.]     A  word  as  to 


qneation  he.  In  1818,  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians ceded  the  land  within  the  Umits  of  Ten- 
nessee to  the  General  Oovemment;  that  land 
hod  been  used  by  them  as  a  hunting  grouad ; 
after  the  treaty  they  abandoned  it.  Ten- 
neesee  sent  its  surveyora  and  sectioned  ttie 
whole  oonntry ;  it  was  thrown  open  to  the 
North  Carolina  warrant-holders,  who  took  up 
the  choioe  of  the  conntry ;  and  the  residue  has 
been  possessed  by  the  oocupanta.  Sir,  s^d  Mr. 
B.,  no  people  ever  have  settled  upon  the  public 
domun  nhder  csronmstanoea  less  adverse. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  wonld  now  come  to  the  sub- 
ject which  he  believed  to  be  the  proper  theme 
of  discnsmoD— he  meant  the  right  of  Tenueseea 
to  the  surplus  lands  within  its  limits,  for  the 
purpose  of  rooking  good  tiie  deficit  in  the  school 
land.  He  would  mqaire,  what  had  been  asked; 
what  the  House  had  done ;  and  i^hat  was  now 
attempted?  The  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
some  four  or  five  years  ago,  memorialized  Con- 
gress, and  inatmcted  the  Senators  and  request- 
ed the  Representatives  fkim  the  State  to  use 
their  icflnence  to  obtain  a  cession  of  the  vacant 
residuum  of  lands  within  the  State,  after  the 
satisfaction  of  all  the  North  Carolina  daims, 
for  the  porpoee  of  uding  the  school  Amd  of 
that  State ;  that  memorial  was  oitertainad  t^ 
the  House,  and  a  Select  Oonmuttee  nuaed  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  validity  of  the 
cUim :  that  committee,  composed  of  membMa 


uuum :  uuu  ouuuuituw,  DumpuHeu  ui  Diemu^n 

from  seyeral  States,  did  investigate  the  subject, 
and  report  in  favor  of  the  application  wnich 
had  been  made  by  the  Legtslatore  of  the  State, 


and  the  bill,  after  having  undergone  dificusdon 
at  two  former  sessions,  has  again  come  up  for 
consideration.  Now,  on  the  spar  of  the  ooca- 
sion,  my  colleague  (Mr.  Cbookbtt)  rises  in  hia 
place,  and  proposes  an  amendment,  disaimilar 
m  its  objec^  and  entirely  novel ;  which  propo- 


of  the  delegation,  we  are  gravely  asked  to 
adopt  Sir,  (a^d  Mr.  B.j)  to  say  nctiiingof  the 
want  of  conrtesy  in  this  movement,  and  the 
marked  disrespect  ptud  to  your  oonunittee,  I 
must  say  that  it  is  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  OUT  l^islation,  dangerous  in  its  tendeacy, 
and  needs  only  to  be  named  in  order  to  meet 
marked  diaapin-obation.    Mr.  B,  said  that  he 
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bad  beard  In  times  past,  much  uid,  both  in 
and  ont  of  thia  hall,  in  ariminatJon  of  thoae 
rho  had  die  temerity  to  disregard  the  inflaenoe 
of  popular  will,  vhether  express  or  implied, 
fie  would  ask  the  House  if  the;,  who  are  not 
instrooted,  woold  be  instanq^entsl  in  driving 
those  who  wer«,  into  dtaobedience,  or  would 
thej  sanctum  the  principle  Ihat  the  request  of  a 
sovereign  State,  eipresaed  through  ite  Legiala- 
tore,  sbonld  be  oontemptnonslj'  rdeoted  t 

The  State  of  Tennessee  foanoa  her  dtum 
upon  the  beneficial  proviaions  of  the  second 
condition  of  the  act  or  cession  of  180S,  which  ia 
as  follows :  "  That  the  State  of  Tennessee  shall 
appropriate  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  which 
ahall  E>e  located  in  one  eotjre  tract,  witiiin  the 
limits  of  the  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
Indiana,  by  am  act  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Mititled  an  sot  for  opening  the  land  office, 
for  the  redemption  of  specie  and  other  oertifl- 
catea,  and  disoharging  tne  arrears  doe  to  the 
army,  passed  in  the  year  1788,  and  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  two  oollwea,  one  in  East  and  one  in 
West  Tennessee,  to  ne  eatablished  by  the  Leg- 
ialatore  thereof;  and  one  hnndred  thouBaad 
acres  in  one  tract,  with  the  limita  last'aforesfud, 
for  the  use  of  academiea,  one  in  each  eoanty  in 
Bud  State,  to  be  estabUsned  by  the  LegislBtore 
thereof;  which  said  aeveral  tracts  sh^  be  lo- 
cated on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
been  extingniahed,  and  subject  to  the  disposition 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  but  shall  not  be 
granted  or  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  per 
acre ;  and  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  aforesud 
ahall  be  vested  m  funds  for  the  respective  uses 
■foresaid,  forever.  And  the  State  of  Tennessee 
ahall,  moreover,  in  issning  grants  and  perfect- 
ing titles,  locate  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to 
every  six  miles  ajinare  in  the  territory  hereby 
eeded,  where  existing  cldms  will  allow  the 
•ame,  which  shall  be  for  the  use  of  schools  for 
ib»  instruction  of  children,  forever."  -  Here 
(said  Kr.  B.)  is  yonr  bond  presented,  and  one 
which  baa  been  uncancelled,  so  far  as  relates  to 
Uie  oommcm  school  ihnd — that  fiind  which 
prmnisea  more  to  dLsseminate  the  bleesinffs  of 
education  amongst  the  poor  thui  all  other?. 
And  bow  has  it  been  mett  No  gentleman, 
within  liis  recollection,  has  denied  bnt  that  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  within  each 
rix  miles  square,  was  intended  to  be  given  to 
tba  State  for  the  use  of  common  schools ;  but, 
B^  they,  it  was  upon  the  condition  "  that  ex- 
isting claima  would  allow  thereof."  What  was 
meant  by  existing  claims  t  Surely,  those  which 
had  been  iasned  and  appropriated  to  the  soil, 
anteriortoUiedeedofeession.  It  could  not  have 
been  intended  that  the  snrveyors  should,  in 
btyiog  off  the  school  lands,  he  compelled  to 
wait  not  only  to  the  present  time,  but,  nnder 
the  act  of  oeasion,  to  an  Ulimitahle  period,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  claims,  not  then  existing, 
would  thereafter  exist  No,  sir,  at  the  time  of 
the  donation,  claims  did  exist,  they  had  been 
^propriated  in  that  section  of  country,  and  it 
was  a  nuU«r  of  nuoertainly  whether  fix  hun- 


dred and  forty  acres  could  be  Idd  down  within 
the  six  miles  squu'e,  without  interfering  wit& 
pre-existing  locations ;  therefore,  ont  of  abun- 
dant canliDn,  was  the  qualification  made  in  the 
gift  of  oes^on. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  could  assnre  the  House  that 
not  one  acre  of  school  lands  had  been  laid  off 
within  the  diatriot  which  his  colleague,  who 
addressed  the  Hoose  on  yesterday,  himBelf  rep- 
resented. Why  was  it  so  t  A  plun  answer  ia 
at  hand.  The  aoldiera  of  the  Revolution,  be- 
longing to  the  North  Carolina  line,  who  had 
staked  their  lives  and  fortunes  upon  the  glo- 
rioua  cause,  relied  upon  this  means  for  compen- 
sation, which  hod  been  Jointly  assigned  for  uieir 
satisfaction  and  the  advancement  of  literature 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  As  the  agent  of 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee  disdained  to  appro- 
priate any  portion  of  this  Joint  fond  to  her  lit- 
erary institntaons^thongh  entitled  to  do  SO,  or 
any  other  act  which  woold  diminish  the  fiind 


and  east  of  the  reservation  lin«, 
mnst  exist,  the  legislation  of  Tennessee  was  ex- 
olunvely  directed  to  the  interest  and  con- 
venience of  the  BevolntionaiT  soldier,  tmaldag 
that  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  cession,  favoring  common  schools, 
would  thereafter  be  realized  in  good  faith ; 
which  was,  "ihat,  if  the  territoiy  thereby 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  should  not  con- 
tain a  snfBcient  quantity  of  land,  fit  for  onltiva- 
tion,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  oriKinal  act  of  cession,  inciudinff  the  lands 
reserved  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  to  perfect  all  existing  legal 
olsims  charged  thereon,  by  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  cession.  Congress  would 
thereafter  provide  for  perfecting  such  as  could 
not  be  located  in  the  territory,  ont  of  the  lands 
lying  west  or  sonth  of  the  before  described 
line."  Now,  s^d  Ifr.  B.,  seeing  that  more  than 
two-thirds  of  East  Tennessee  has  not  a  mngle 
foot  of  school  lands,  owin^  to  the  just,  though 
disinterested  preference  given  to  the  soldier; 
and  seeing  that  yonr  predecessors  stipnlated,  in 
the  event  of  the  country,  north  and  east  of  the 
aforesaid  line,  being  insnfficient  to  satisfy  the 
claims  charged  upon  it,  that  satisfoction  should 
l>e  made  south  and  west  of  said  line,  can  it  be 
said  that  we  are  asking  too  much,  when  ive 
only  ask  the  refose  of  those  lands  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  lands  of  superior  quality,  which  we 
ought  to  have  received  f  If  the  school  lands 
had  been  Md  off  within  each  six  miles  sqnare, 
as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  cession,  each 
tract  would  have  been  more  than  equal  to  a 
score  of  those  now  asked  for. 

Ur.  B.  said  that  he  would  now  inquire  Into 
the  burdens  whioh  had  been  imposed  upon  Ten- 
nessee, and  her  indncements  to  encounter  them^ 
The  district  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent was  first  settled ;  the  citizens  of  which,  ia 
order  to  obtain  their  claims,  were  compelled  to 
cross  over  what,  at  Qiat  time,  was  considered 
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ftQ  almost  impasssble  chain  of  moontaiiia ;  when 
Uiey  reached  their  intended  homes,  the;  were 
enrroimded  bj  savages  and  beasts  <^  prej,  and 
deprived  of  everf  convenience  and  comfort  in- 
cident to  civilized  life.  After  thus  sustwning 
themaelrea  amidst  portentous  difGonlties,  and 
being  eatablished  aa  a  member  of  this  great 
Oon^erac7,  the  laogaage  of  complaint  was 
heard  on  the  sabject  of  their  incoavenienees  in 
obtaining  from  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
parent  8tste  titles  to  their  homes  parchased  at 
so  dear  a  rat«.  This  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
inclined  Tennessee  to  assume  the  agene;  and  to 
enter  into  a  concern  in  which  she  was  to  bo- 
come  the  responMble  member  of  the  firm 
tboQgh  not  participator  in  the  profits. 
It  cannot  be  anpposed  that  toe  State  of  Ten- 
e  assumed  the  responsibilit?  and  incurred 


alone.  Recor  to  her  past  histor?  and  what  are 
the  facts  I  Thirty  jears'  legielaUon  and  coD' 
•eqnent  taxation  in  order  to  keep  up  this  land- 
ed system ;  Boards  of  Coromissionera  for  the 
adjndication  of  the  North  Carolina  land  claims 
and  for  agents  sent  to  North  Carolina  to  pro- 
onre  copies  of  the  books  in  the  Executive  office 
of  that  State ;  and  for  what  I  I  answer  from 
the  confident  hope  that  there  would  be  a  reali- 
zation of  some  benefit  to  her  or  to  the  literary 
iostitntions  of  the  State  after  satiafaction  of  all 
the  claims  of  STorth  Carolina  upon  that  terri- 
tory— a  hope  that  fhim  the  enrplns  lands  over 
which  her  care  was  to  be  extended,  a  fond 
would  be  raised  to  gladden  the  poor  man's 
heart  by  seeing  the  donds  of  ignorance  and  er- 
ror dissipated  from  the  mind  of  his  ofiapring 
nnder  the  genial  inflaence  of  the  rays  of  educa- 
tion which  had  measurably  been  obscured  in 
their  lonely  retreat.  In  this  way,  and  this 
alone,  conld  be  account  for  the  labors  perform- 
ed, and  ezpensai  iooorred  by  his  native  State, 
when,  for  many  years,  these  burdens  were  sus- 
tained by  the  district,  the  citizens  of  which  his 
colleague  and  himself  represented.  K  he  was 
correct  in  s^ing  that  all  the  Korth  Carolina 
olums  were  first  to  be  satisfied,  and  in  satisfy- 
ing them,  school  lands  ivere  to  have  been  laid 
offfor  each  six  miles  square,  he  would  put  a 
plain  question  to  the  Hoose,  Suppose,  in  the 
exercise  of  great  good  feeling  towards  the  oo- 
oupanta  in  the  Western  district  of  Tennessee, 
jon  should  give  away  the  fund  which  was  pro- 
vided for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  before 
Bp«cified,  what  think  yon  would  be  the  next  ap- 
plication t  Surely  it  would  be  to  you  both  on 
the  part  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  to 
discharge  their  respective  clums.  Will  you 
then  divest  yourselves  of  the  means  of  paying 
your  debts  and  exercise  geoerosity,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Justice) 


Mr.  IsAOKS  said :  I  will  not 


occupy 


tention  of  the  Hoose  with  constrpctions  of  ces- 
rions  and  compacts,  and  Qie  history  of  legisla- 
tion growing  out  <k  them,  in  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee ;  enough  has  been  said  already 
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to  mdotain,  as  far  as  all  that  can  go,  the 
ground  taken  in  support  of  this  bilL  1  will 
content  myself  with  presenting  one  plun  viev  of 
the  subject,  which  others  may  have  overlooked. 
I  submit  to  the  House  this  direct  and  simple 
inquiry :  In  the  present  situation  of  this  land, 
what  is  it  liiely  to  be  worth  to  the  United 
States  t  It  mnst  be  answered,  if  it  remains  as 
it  is,  it  can  be  worth  nothing.  Will  yon  be  at 
the  expense  of  aarveying,  selling,  and  making 
tities  to  it  t  Will  it  pay  cost,  ana  yield  a  profit 
over,  which  will  be  worth  the  e^)eriment! 
The  United  States  cant  dispose  of  it  without 
establiahiog  a  land  office  there ;  a  roister  and 
receiver  mnst  be  appointed,  and  a  surveyor, 
with  salaries,  such  as  are  given  to  the  like  offi- 
cers elsewhere :  for  these,  nnder  our  sysl«m  of 
land  laws,  are  salary  officers.  A  raster  and 
receiver  get,  each,  besides  commisdons  on 
sales,  five  hundred  dollars  a  year.  The  sor- 
veyor,  besides  compensation  per  mile,  two 
thooaand  doUara. 

The  United  States  cannot  establish  and  keep 
there  the  necessary  machinery  for  the  appro- 

S nation  of  these  lands,  at  an  expense  abort  of 
ve  thousand  dollars  per  annnm.  And  then, 
how  are  the  pnbhc  lands  of  the  Government 
disposed  oft  Not  an  acre  of  it  can,  nnder  the 
existing  laws,  be  sold,  either  at  public  or  pri- 
Tat«  sale,  for  less  than  one  doll^  and  twentj- 
five  centd  per  sere.  Does  any  man,  from  tibe 
general  but  faithful  account  given  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  land,  believe  that  there  is  any  part  of 
it  that  wonld  ever  sell  at  that  price  t  If  he 
does,  he  is  certtunly  mach  mistaken,  as  I  will 
show.    Ton  may  expose  your  land  there  to 

Sublio  sale;  yonr  crier  may  cry  himself  to 
eath ;  yon  may  continue  your  land  office ; 
and  in  fifty  years  you  cannot  sell  land  enongb 
to  pay  the  expense  of  one  year:  for  the  plainest 
of  all  reasons — the  land  is  not  worth  the  price 
you  set  upon  it.  Whenever  this  subject  has 
been  before  the  House,  some  gentlemen  have 
shown  much  sensibility,  and  expressed  Kreat 
concern,  lest  Congress  should  relinquish  to 
Tennessee  property  of  great  value  if  retained. 
If  gentlemen  think  so,  how  is  it  that  no  one  of 
them  has  ever  submitted  a  proposition  to  hare 
the  necessary  offices  established,  and  the  duties 
performed,  bv  which  the  Government  could 
realize  the  value,  which,  in  argument,  had  been 
attached  to  the  lands  i  Why  have  they  so  long 
forborne  to  attend  to  this  great  interest  t  Their 
own  conduct  goes  clearly  to  support  the  posi- 
tion which  I  take,  that,  to  the  United  States, 
the  price  obtained,  would  not  clear  cost.  I 
pretend  to  no  very  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
quality  of  this  vacant  land,  not  having  seen  it ; 
bnt  I  know  enough  of  the  general  featnrea  of 
tiie  country,  and  especially  (^  the  mode  of  land 
appropriations  in  Tennessee,  to  render  any  de- 
tailed information  alto^ther  unnecessary  in  ar- 
riving at  a  just  conclusion.  This  dbtricL,  aootli 
and  west  c^  the  line,  is  said  to  contain  eight 
millions  of  acres.  Be  it  so.  It  is  shown  that 
more  than  half  of  that  has  been  oovared  by  en- 
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tries  and  grants.  There  U  much  good  land 
there,  bnt  there  is  aleo  a  very  great  proportion 
of  onsTen,  barren,  Bterile,  and  awampy  groond, 
worth  rotbing  at  all.  Of  the  portion  appro- 
priat«d,  the  parcels  are  in  all  sizes,  from  Ave  to 
five  thonsond  acres,  and  in  all  imaginable 
Rhapea :  for  the  warrant-holder,  not  beins  coa- 
fioed  bj  anj  sectjonal  or  other  lines,  made  his 
entry  upon  jiut  snoh  lands  as  suited  him — of 
course,  inclndiiig  the  good  and  eiclading  the 
bad;  and  thos  the  snrveTS,  in  their  size  and 
shape,  are  regulated  b j  the  choice,  convenience, 
or  tchim,  of  the  enterer,  and  often  controlled 
by  accidental  oircnmatancea.  This  brief  ac- 
coant  of  the  irre^olar  mode  of  appropriation 
tnaj  not  be  iat«lligible  to  those  who  are  onlj 
acquainted  with  the  regolu"  surveys  bj  right 
lines,  read]*  made  to  their  hands,  by  the  Qov- 
emTDCnt,  bnt  it  wilt  be  nnderstood,  at  least  by 
the  members  from  Eentncky,  who,  tike  ns,  have 
some  unpleasant  eiperience  on  this  subject.  I 
vish  I  had  a  map  on  which  the  snrveys  were 
represented,  so  as  to  present  to  the  eye,  the 
cnrions  variety  of  figures  which  they  woiJd  ei- 
bibit,  and  the  shapeless  remnanto.of  refose 
lands — refuse,  tmly,  because,  it  is  jnst  what  re- 
mains after  picldng  and  onliing  over  and  over, 
with  warrants  of  aJl  sizes.  This  is  a  fair  but 
imperfect  pictore.  Snbtract  from  this  remnant 
tiie  lands  worth  nothing ;  set  your  sarreyor  to 
work :  ha  must  first  run  out  all  the  individual 
ctaima,  to  ascertain  the  vacant  residuum.  Tills 
be  most  leave  in  the  shape  be  finds  it.  and,  by 
its  nnmeroas  ofi^ta,  give  the  quantity ;  the 
quality  would  hardly  compensate  him  for  his 
puns,  nor  yon  for  the  expense.  Though  I  ad- 
mit that  there  may  be,  if  yon  had  it  run  ont, 
over  a  handred  tlionsand  acree  that  woald  Iw 
worth  something,  none  of  it  is  worth  the  Gov- 
ernment's minimum  price. 

But  we  are  met  at  every  comer  with  this  ob- 
jection: If  the  land  be  so  indifferent,  and  lies 
so  awkwardly,  why  io  yon  show  snoh  perse- 
vering solioitoda  to  get  it  ?  In  other  words,  if 
it  is  worth  nothing,  why  do  yon  want  it )  I 
will  meet  that  iaqairy  candidly,  and  I  trnst, 
■nccesafnlly.  We  show,  by  the  very  situation 
and  character  of  the  property,  the  difficolty  and 
BX[>ense  of  il8  ascen^nment  and  sale,  that  the 
United  States  cannot  realize  any  profit  &om  it. 
Why  t  Not  merely  because  it  is  worth  eo  lit- 
tle, but  becanso  it  would  cost  so  much  in  pur- 
suit of  that  tittle ;  that  the  eipenditures  ont  of 
the  Treasury,  in  actnal  cash,  would  never  be  reim- 
buTBod  by  the  proceeds  of  die  sales.  Bnt  it  does 
not,  therefore,  follow,  that  it  would  be  worth 
nothing  to  Tennessee — far  from  it.  It  wilt  cost 
ns  very  little  to  sell  it.  There  is  the  difference. 
The  TJnitad  States  wonid  have  to  employ  ofB- 
oera,  say  at  the  rata  of  five  thousand  dollars  a 
year.  We  can  save  that  oost^  becaose  we  have 
oar  ofBces  and  officers  already ;  and,  for  the  in- 
tereet  of  our  dtJzens,  we  must  keep  up  that  ap- 
paratos,  whether  we  get  this  land  or  not.  Tliat 
which  would  cost  the  United  States  more  than 
Uury  TOold  get  fbr  the  land,  will  cost  ns  little 


or  nothing ;  and  whatever  shall  be  made,  wa 
shall  have  clear  of  charge.  The  difference  be- 
tween  the  Federal  Government  and  TenuesBee^ 
in  regard  to  their  interest,  oonsista  in  the  differ- 
ence of  situation  in  regard  to  the  means  of 
toming  their  intereet  to  a  good  acoonnt;  the 
one  a&eady  has,  without  an  increase  of  ex- 
pense, all  the  means  that  are  necessary — the 
other  has  not  tiie  means,  and  cannot  have 
them,  without  incurring  an  expense  that  their 
interest  in  the  thing  will  not  inetify.  And 
hence  we  say,  and  say  with  confidence,  that  tha 
land  is  of  no  valae  to  the  United  States,  but 
would  be  of  oonsiderabe  advantage  to  ns.  To 
the  United  States  the  expense  would  overrun 
the  profit — to  as  the  profit  would  tell  for  iteel^ 
withont  the  expense.  If  then,  the  Honsa  ars 
satisfied  that  this  land  can  be  of  no  use  to  tba 
Union,  it  surely  will  not  hentate  to  let  It  go 
where  it  can  be  usefuL  I  will  not  believe  tliot 
Congress  wilt  act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  Uie 
fable :  neither  use  it  themselveB  nor  let  any  one 
else  do  it. 

The  next  <]neBtion  is,  to  what  purpose  will 
yon  convert  it  f  Will  yon  relinquuh  it  to  thft 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  be  applied  as  a  small  ad- 
dition to  onr  very  scanty  fund  for  the  education 
of  ohildren  at  common  schools,  agreeably  to  the 
original  plan  proposed  by  the  bill?  Or  will 
yon  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  col- 
league, {Hr.  Obookbtt,)  making  it  a  free  gift  to 
the  settJerst  I  am  for  makmg  it  nsefol  to 
both :  useful  to  the  State,  In  the  way  of  com- 
mon school  education ;  and  useful  to  the  people 
of  the  Western  district,  and  to  the  settiers 
themselves,  who  will  have  a  common  interest 
in  this  fund,  and  derive  an  equal  benefit  from 
it.  And  to  render  it  peculiarly  beneficial  to 
the  settlers,  I  am  in  favor  of  going  farther,  and 
should  not  be  willing  to  vote  for  any  bill  that 
did  not  enable  thom,  withont  risk,  to  save  thdr 
homes,  by  securing  to  them  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  land  that  they  occupy.  I  would 
EVe  them  ample  time  to  do  that,  before  the 
ad  should  be  sold  to  others.  I  would  give 
them  the  most  reasonable  terms,  at  graduated 
prices,  and  even  better  terms  than  the  common 

Enrchuer ;  and  with  this  I  tliink  they  ouaht  to 
e  content.  Farther  than  this,  with  m  my 
feelings  in  favor  of  oconpanta,  I  cannot  go.  If  I 
did  I  should  not  only  disregard  the  instructions 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  general  interest  of 
the  State,  but  I  should  feel  that  I  might  be  vio- 
lating that  maxim  which  requires  us  to  be  just 
before  we  are  generous.  How  stands  the  mat- 
ter, as  abundantly  shown  by  others  t  These, 
with  other  lands  in  Tennessee,  were  ceded  by 
North  Carolina  to  the  United  Btatee,  upon  thili 
expreas  condition,  among  others,  that  all  the 
claims  upon  the  land  which  North  Carolina 
had  originated,  shonld  be  satisfied.  It  is  alleged 
that  there  are  sljll  dums  of  this  daaeription  un- 
extinguished;  to  what  amount  I  know  not. 
But  one  thing  I  know,  that,  if  you  give  away 
all  the  land,  and  pat  it  oat  of  the  power  of  Ten- 
nesaee,  who,  by  compact,  has  been  made  tha 
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Ueat  of  Uieae  parties,  to  duoh&rge  the  tnut, 
either  is  land  or  coni[i«nsatioii  for  warrante,  it 
will  not  be  long  beiore  70a  hear  from  these 
Korth  Oarolina  warrant-boIderH,  if  there  be 
war,  (I  hope  there  are  bat  few.)  And  how 
will  Oonn^ea  resiat  their  olaim  to  indenuiitj  t 
Thej  will  tell  yon  that  70a  have  broken  Uie 
contract,  bj  ^ving  awa^  the  land,  that  thej 
bad  a  right  to  get.  Yon  cannot  torn  them 
over  to  Teimetsee,  beeanae  yon  have  auatohed 
the  land  away  ont  of  her  hands,  and  not  allow- 
ed her  to  get  an;  thing  for  It,  when  she  aaked 
70Q  fbr  pennienon  to  diepose  of  it. 

Bnt  I  have  other,  and  to  my  mind,  etronger, 
leaaons  for  opposing  this  amendment.  It  is  at 
war  with  the  principles  of  eqnalitj  whioh  onght 
always  to  be  obserred  in  legislation.  A  pref- 
erence to  the  first  settler^  in  a  new  district  of 
eonntry,  has  been  a  favorable  and  excellent 
principle  in  the  policy  and  le^nslation  of  Ten- 
nessee,  and  has  been  practised  by  Oongrma  nn- 
der  peculiar  oironmstances.  It  is  one  to  whioh 
I  am  mnch  devoted.  Bat  that  preference  has 
Bever  been  extended  farther  than  to  give  to  the 
settler  the  ri^ht  of  saving  his  land,  at  the  low- 
•et  price  which  the  common  pnrohaser  was  re- 
quired to  pay,  and  prevent  anv  other  from  tak- 
mg  it  from  him,  if  he  wonlo,  within  a  given 
time,  pay  that  mach.  There  are,  certunly, 
thousands  of  citizens  in  Tennessee  who  settled 
their  lands  nnder  at  least  eqnal  hardships,  and 
mnoh  greater  dangers,  than  the  settlers  upon 
the  lands  in  qnestion  ^d.  So  lands  were  ever 
^ven  to  them;  none  were  expected  to  be 
(pven.  All  that  ever  was  done,  for  the  most 
meritorious  of  them,  was  to  give  them  »  pref- 
erence in  the  procurement  of  their  titles,  ^hy, 
then,  make  a  distinction  in  this  partionlar  case  r 
I  have  heard  no  reason  n^ed  for  it  which 
might  not  eqaelly  spply  to  the  first  settlers  of 
every  other  part  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  Western  district,  and,  indeed, 
to  those  of  every  other  new  ooontry.  There 
are  many  reasons  wt^  this  class  m  citizens 
dioold  be  favored  by  ulc  Legislature,  in  secor* 
ing  tbeir  homes  in  preference  to  others.  Bnt, 
vhUe  the  public  domain  is  sold  at  all,  it  might 
be  going  too  far  to  i^ve  it  away  merely  beotmse 
it  has  been  settled  upon.  I  confess  that,  be- 
tween the  amendment  and  the  bill  as  am»vded 
by  the  gentleman  iroin  Kentaoky,  (Mi.  Wiox- 
Um,)  I  have  vwy  Uttle  choice.  It  b  not,  with 
me,  a  serioaa  objection  to  the  amendment  that 
it  propoees  to  perfect  the  titles  throagb  the 

Sacy  of  our  Btate  officers.  Though  not,  ex 
oio,  bound  to  perform  the  duty,  I  doubt  not 
but  they  would  do  it  for  the  fees.  Sor  do  I 
believe  that  we  shall  have  a  Governor  in  Ten- 
nesseOj  though  he  receives  no  fee,  who  would 
think  It  an  indignity  to  ^gn  a  poor  man's  grant, 
if  authorized  by  Ckingrees  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Woods  sud  he  asked  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  expla- 
nation,  to  remove  an  impression  which  had, 
perhaps,  been  made  by  his  remarks,  in  relation 
to  the  informatioa  received  from  the  gentlemaa 


on  his  right,  (Mr.  Cboozxtt,)  to  wfaicb  he  had 
referred.  Sir,  (said  Hr.  W.,)  I  received  no  in- 
formatjon  from  that  gentleman  whioh  he  did 
not  state  in  his  place  to  this  Eonse.  I  never 
heard  him  say  a  word  on  the  subject  which  be 
did  not  substantially  repeat  on  this  floor.  It 
was  stated,  by  the  member  from  Tennessee,  in 
his  place,  ttiat  three  hundred  and  five  thousand 
acres  had  been  divided  between  that  Btate  and 
the  North  Carolina  University,  I  referred  to 
that  &ct,  and  I  now  have  in  my  hand  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1625,  page  ST,  by  which  it  is  provided 
that  Tennessee  ehonld  have  two-thirds,  and  the 
University  one-third,  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  warrants  for  one  himdred  and  five 
thousand  acres,  the  right  to  which  had  been  dis- 
puted. I  understood  one  gentleman  (Ur. 
Blaib)  to  say,  that  Tennessee  nad  never  eon- 
troverted  or  denied  the  juatnesa  and  validity  of 
the  cl^ms  of  Korth  OaroUna,  or  its  citizens. 
Sir,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  of  the  compact  en- 
tered into,  on  the  2Gth  of  Angost,  1823,  be- 
tween the  agents  of  that  State,  and  the  North 
Carolina  University,  published  with  the  laws 
of  Tennessee,  of  1822,  page  42.  The  preamble 
of  that  compact  declares:  "  Whereas  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  hath  issued  to  the  President 
and  Trustees  of  the  University  of  North  Oaro- 
lina sondry  land  warrants,  fonnded  on  military 
servioee.  perfonned  by  certain  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  her  continental  line,  who  have  died^ 
leaving  no  heirs  in  the  United  States;  ana 
whereas  the  State  of  Tennessee  hath  contended 
that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  onght  not  to 
have  issued  said  warrdnts,  by  virtue  of  any  law 
of  said  State,  to  the  President  and  Trustees  of 
said  University,  and  that  grants  ought  not  toiasne 
on  the  same."  The  States  of  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  when  it  united  their  interests, 
did  compromise  these  differences ;  and  we  have 
been  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  reported 
this  bill,  that  North  Oarolina  has  closed  her 
ofSoee,  and,  by  law,  provided  against  issninx 
any  more  warrants.  (See  Report,  No.  S3,  VoL 
10  The  argament  that  we  might,  by  this 
amendment,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  North 
Carolina,  most,  therefore,  be  wiUiont  founda- 
tion. The  same  honorable  member  has  sud, 
that  Tennessee  had  not  received  the  amount  of 
money  I  stated ;  and  that  thousands  of  aores, 
in  the  Hiwsssee  district,  would  not  sell  for  one 
cent  per  acre.  As  I  did  not  read  the  document 
yesterday,  to  which  I  referred,  I  now  b^  leave 
to  read  an  official  letter  from  Nathaniel  Smith : 
^Intry  taken  for  the  Hiwassee  district,  Senate 
Documents,  voL  4.  Doo.  163.)  "  The  amount 
sold  at  the  sale  in  182D,  J  have  no  acoonnt  of^ 
not  having  any  thing  to  do,  at  that  time,  wUh 
the  Land  Office.  I  have  been  informed,  by  the 
Treasurer  of  East  Tennessee,  who  soperintend- 
ed  the  Bale&  tiie  amount  of  sales  was  al>ont 
four  hundred  and  eighty  thoosand  dollars ;  that 
the  land  sold  averaged  about  four  dollars  per 
acre;  and  that  the  sum  of  two  hmidred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollaxs  had  been  paid  into  the 
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Treasarj,"  Hr.  Smith  eJbo  Btat«e  tliat  "  the 
fliDonnt  of  laud  entered  in  th&t  distriot,  since 
the  ad  of  Febniary,  1821,  is  five  bimdred  and 
one  thooBand  acres ;  for  which  the  6tat«  had 
Tecaived,  in  casli,  two  hundred  and  seventj-Bii 
thoasanii  two  hundred  and  twen^  dollars." 
The  whole  amonnt  for  which  land  had  been 
sold,  in  that  district,  bein^,  as  I  before  stated, 
seven  hundred  and  fiftf-six  thonaaud  two  hnn- 
dred  and  twenty  dollars.  I  sIbo  refer  to  an- 
other  letter  in  the  same  Tolnme  (docnment  160) 
from  nn  honorable  member  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  HiTOHBLL,)  who  sajB,  "  If  m^  reooUection 
seires  me  rightly,  between  three  hundred  and 
fifty  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  were 
paid  into  the  pablio  Treasurr,  from  the  entry 
of  the  lands,  in  that  small  district,  after  the 
whole  of  them  had  been  colled  and  picked,  at 
the  sales  which  preceded  the  entry  system." 
I  will  not  longer  tre^ass  upon  the  Honse.  Uy 
olject,  in  rising,  was  to  do  Justice  to  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  right,  (Ur.  Obooxbtt,)  and  to 
read  the  documents  to  which  I  referred  yes- 
terday, 

Jb.  Pole  nii :  Btanding  in  the  relation  Hiat 
he  did  to  the  sahject  before  the  House,  having 
reported  this  bill  from  the  Belect  Committee 
who  had  been  charged  with  the  snlijec^  and 
frequent  allusion  having  been  made  to  bim  as 
Qie  churman  of  that  committee,  by  several 
gentlemen,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  he 
asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Hons&  to  correct 
come  errors  into  which  he  conceived  gentlemen 
had  fallen,  and  t«  meet  some  objections  which 
had  been  urged  agcunst  the  bill.  And  first,  the 
Kentleman  Erom  Massachusetts  (Ur.  Looks)  had 
been  pleased  to  refer  to  the  information  pos- 
sessed by  the  committee  that  reported  the  dIU, 
and,  especially,  to  that  commnmcated  by  him- 
self and  his  colleague,  in  reference  to  tiie  true 
dtaation  of  the  vacant  lands  in  Tennessee.  The 
gentleman  opposed  this  bill  upon  the  ground, 
cbleOy  that  we  bad  not  sufficient  information 
of  the  Goantry,  and  that  he  apprehended  tiieae 
lands  w««  worth  mnoh  more  than  was  gen- 


■•7,  (certainly  without  any  data  upon  which 
to  DUdce  the  eetlmate,)  that  these  vacant 
direds  and  patches  of  land  were  worth,  and  in 
his  opinion  would  bring,  to  the  United  States, 
half  a  million  and  perhaps  a  million  of  dollars. 
Ur.  P.  said  that  the  gentleman's  estimate  was 
one  made  not  only  wnhont  proof  to  snstain  it, 
bat  was  against  the  poutive  proof  before  the 

When  the  snbject  waa  before  the  committee, 
he  and  his  coUeagne  who  were  members  of  the 
eommittee,  hod  ^ren  such  information  as  they 
poaseated,  as  to  Uie  true  mtuation  and  probable 
valne  of  these  lands.  Their  information  was  of 
cotine  general  and  not  minute.  Thej  had 
stated  in  sabs^nce,  that  the  moat  Tenable 
laoda  had  been  t^ipropriated  in  satisi^g  the 
KorlJi  Cardlna  warrants ;  that  what  tenured 
wen  the  refiise  lands,  lying  not  in  compact 


bodies,  but  in  detached  parcels ;  and  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  United  States,  if  they  at> 
tempted  to  survey  and  bring  them  into  market^ 
according  to  the  present  land  system  of  the 
United  States,  the  amount  of  sales,  if  it  should 
be  practicable  for  them  to  do  it  at  all,  would 
not  defray  the  expenses.  They  bad  called  the 
attentionof  the  committee  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  in  which  a  statement 
of  the  true  situation  of  the  lands  was  contained. 
This  genera]  statement  was  made,  and  (said  Mr. 
P.)  it  was  the  true  stetement.  Bimself  and  his 
colleague  could  not,  of  conrse,  state  what  pre- 
cise number  of  dollars  and  cents  it  was  worth, 
for  their  information  was  not  so  minute.  With 
this  general  statement,  and  from  the  doonments 
before  them,  a  minority  of  the  committee 
thought  it  juat  to  cede  uie  lands  to  Tennessee 
to  supply  the  deficieucy  in  the  common  school 
lands,  and  agreed  to  report  the  hill.  The  gen* 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  was  in  a  minority 
on  the  committee ;  he  waa  not,  as  he  said,  sat- 
isfied, and  at  his  (Mr.  Looee'b)  sonestion,  he^ 
(Mr.  P.,)  after  the  hill  was  reported/in  order  to 
satisfy,  if  possible,  every  individual,  had,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  addressed  a  letter  to 
each  of  the  Tennessee  surveyors  in  that  distriot 
of  oonntry,  requesting  specifio  infbrmation  on 
the  subject  The  oCSdal  statements  of  the  smv 
veyors  waa  received,  snst^ning  to  the  full  ex- 
tent the  statement  which  had  been  made.  He 
had  presented  those  official  statements  to  the 
Honse ;  they  had  been  ordered  to  he  printed, 
and  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  every  gen- 
tleman. And  yet  the  gentleman  compluns  of 
a  want  of  information.  What  would  satiafp 
him  he  knew  not;  bnt  he  was  sure  he  would 
do  him  the  Justice  to  sby,  that  he  had  used  aU 
the  means  in  his  power  to  procure,  for  him  and 
far  the  House,  the  necessary  information  U> 
enable  them  to  act  understandingly  on  the  snh-  . 
Ject.  Bir,  fsaid  he,)  what  are  the  official  state- 
menta  of  the  Tennessee  aurveyors^s  to  the 
quantity  and  value  of  these  lands  t  He  had  (ha 
said)  at  his  table,  whilst  the  disonssiiw  hail 
been  going  on,  made  a  rough  estimate,  taktti 
from  uiese  official  statements,  whidi  if  not  in 
the  opinion  of  the  genUemao  minutely  aeon- 
rate,  certainly  approximated  to  the  tmth,  and 
varied  bnt  little  from  it.  From  these  official 
statements,  which  he  had  then  before  him,  it 
appeared  that  there  were  abont  six  hnndred 
thousand  acres  of  land  south  and  weet  of  the 
Congreasional  reservation  line,  lying  in  de- 
tached pieces  and  small  bodies,  that  might  be 
sold,  a  small  portion  of  it  for  fifty  cents  an  acre, 
a  portion  at  twwtf-five  cents  an  acre,  bnt 
much  ibe  greater  portion  at  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  an  acre ;  that  the  sm-egate  anxrant  ao> 
oording  to  the  opinion  of  the  sorv^ore,  who 
were  men  of  integrity  and  eharaoter,  and  who 
certainly  knew  t£e  country  better  than  the 
gentieman  from  Massaohnsetts,  who  bad  never 
seen  it,  and  he  Imaged  had  never  been  nearer 
to  it  than  Washington,  for  which  they  could  be 
sold,  at  these  prioes,  would  1>e  me  hmdred  and 
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■eventeeu  thonsimd  andfiftj-five  doll&ra;  and 
that  the  balanoa  of  the  vEicoct  lauda,  being 
about  three  millions  of  acres,  was  exceedioglj 
poor  and  sterile,  could  not  be  sold  for  anf  price, 
and  would  Dot  be  worth  the  anDnal  taxes  upon 
it  So  much  for  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
man from  UaBBBchasetts,  and  his  aremnent  that 
the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  as  well  as 
the  House,  have  not  sufficient  inionnation. 


Thubsdat,  Jumarr  IG. 
CvmberlaTtd  £oad. 

Jfr.  HiBOBB  moved  to  fill  tiie  blank  in  tbe 
bill  with  tbe  stun  of  one  bnndied  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  was  agreed  to— yeaa  88,  najs  78. 

-Mr.  M.  briefly  explained  the  facta  of  the 
case.  That  part  of  tne  road  which  lies  east  of 
the  Ohio  is  one  bandred  and  thirty  miles  in 
length.  On  seventy-one  miles  of  this  road,  the 
bill  proposes  to  erect  toll-gates,  at  not  less  than 
t«n  miles  tqiart.  After  the  gates  and  toll- 
hoDsee  have  been  erected,  the  residne  of  the 
mone7  ia  to  be  expended  in  repairs  upon  the 
Toad.  Mr.  M.  assured  the  committee,  that, 
when  this  measure  should  have  gone  into  effect, 
they  would  never  ^ain  he  called  upon  t«  appro- 
priate money  for  this  road,  as  the  tolls  would 
be  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repair.  If  not,  it 
must  rem»it  a  charge  npon  tbe  OovemmCDt, 
KbA  the  two  millions  two  bandred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars  which  had  already  been  ei- 

Gnded  on  this  great  national  work  would  be 
It,  and  tbe  road  &11  into  a  state  of  total 
dilapidation. 

The  amendmrait  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  laid  adde. 

Southern  Exploring  Expe^Uim, 

The  oommittee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Biktlztt, 

took  np  the  bill  making  provision  for  the  ex- 

?loring  expedition  in  the  sontbem  hemisphere. 
he  blank  in  tbe  appropriating  claose  having 
been  filled  with  the  sum  of  fifty  thonsand  dol- 
1^  Mr.  Babbbtt  moved  that  the  committee 

Mr.  Bdohanan  now  entered  the  House,  and 
wished  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  Ontaber- 
land  toad  bill. 

The  OsumuK  st^d  that,  as  that  bill  had 
been  laid  aude,  it  would  not  be  regular  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bdoraitan  in«sted  that,  bo  Ions  a 
committee  rem^ed  in  session,  it  was  his    „ 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  any  of  the  bills  it 
had  had  under  oonsideraUon. 

The  Ckaibiuii  replied  that  the  case  was  new 
to  him,  and  he  deemed  snoh  a  course  irregular, 
but  sboold  Tooeive  the  amendment,  if  the 
mittee  unaoimonsij  assented  to  it. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  now  withdrew  his  motion  for 
Uie  rising  of  tiie  committee,  and  no  ot^eotions 
b^g  made,  Mr.  Buobahah  offered  his  amend- 
ment, which  went  to  strike  out  the  whoie  of 
tLe  bill,  after  Uie  enacUng  clause,  with  the  ex- 


ception of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
pnt  the  road  in  repair ;  and  to  provide,  in  anb- 
stanoe,  that  the  several  parts  of  the  road  pass- 
ing through  different  States  should  be  ceded  to 
those  States  on  certjun  conditions.  Mr.  B., 
after  a  few  general  observations  on  the  great 

portance  of  the  constitutional  qnestion  in- 

[ved  in  the  bill,  expressed  liis  desire,  that, 
owing  to  the  feeble  state  of  his  health,  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  might  lie  post- 
poned till  Monday  next ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  tne  other 
'  'lis  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  exploring  expedition  was 
briefly  opposed  by  Mr.  WiciLwrB,  who  de- 
manded Uie  yeas  and  nays  upon  ordering  it  to 
its  third  reading.  They  were  taken  according- 
ly, and  stood  aa  follows : 

Teis. — Messrs.  Addams,  John  Andenoo,  Sannial 
AndeisoQ,  Archer,  Bailej,  Noyea  Buber,  Barker, 
Barlow,  Bamey,  Barringer,  Bu^ett,  Isaac  C.  Bales, 
Edtrsrd  Bates,  Beecher,  Blake,  Buck,  Buimer,  Bat- 
man,  Cambrelene,  Carter,  Condicl,  Croimiashield, 
Culpeper,  John  Bavecport,  John  Daris,  De  Graff, 
Dickinson,  ilDiUay,  Fort,  Forward,  Gamsey,  Green, 
Hobbie,  Hodgea,  Holmes,  Hant.IngersoU,  Johnson, 
Lawrence,  Leffler,  Little,  Locke,  Lyoo,  Uarkell,  Mar- 
tindale,  Uarrin,  Maynard,  Mclutire,  UcEean,  Mc- 
Lean, Mercer,  Herwin,  Miller,  Miner,  Hnhlenbeif , 
Newton,  Orr,  Pierce,  Pieraon,  Plant,  Ramsey,  Jams* 
F.  Randolph,  Reed,  RichanUon,  lUpley,  Bunell, 
Sergeant,  Knnickson,  Bloane,  Bmilb,  Sptagne, 
Sprigg,  SteveosoD,  Blewart,  Storrs,  Btower,  Strong, 
Swana,  Swiil,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Tracy, 
Ebeneier  Tucker,  Vance,  Verplanck, Vinton,  Wash- 
ington, Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Jamea  Wilson,  Epb- 
ralm  K.  Wilson,  Klas  Wood,  John  Woods,  Wood- 
cook,  Wolfe— 97. 

NiTB. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Armstrong, 
Baldwin,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Biair, 
Brown,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Coulter,  Thomas  Davea- 
port,  Dedia,  Doncan,  Earll,  Floyd  of  G«ot^,  Fry, 
GaiTow,  Oihner,  Hallock,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Healy, 
Hoffman,  Iiacka,  Jennings,  Eeese,  Eremer,  Le- 
compte,  Lea,  Letcher,  Long,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Mar- 
able,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McCoy,  MoDuffie,  MoHatton, 
John  Mitchell,  Thomas  R.  Mitchell,  James  0.  lOtch- 
ell,  NuclcoUs,  Polk,  FUvea,  Boane,  Sbepperd,  Stan- 
berry,  Slcrigere,  Taber,  Thompeon,  Treiraoi,  Bur- 
ling Tucker,  Turner,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  John  J. 
Wood,  Silas  Wright,  Yancey- SB. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  tlurd  raading. 


Fbidat,  January  16. 
Amendment  <if  tht  SvUt. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yeaUrday 
by  Mr.  Wioeuvps,  came  up  fbr  consideration : 

"  RaolMd,  That  the  foUowbg  be  added  to  the 
Standing  Rules  of  this  Hooaa : 

"  All  elections  by  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTea 
shall  be  by  viva  voct,  by  a  call  of  the  names  of  tha 
members,  alphabeticallj,  from  the  loU." 

Mr.  WioKLiFFB  Mud  the  nature  of  the  propo- 
sition which  he  had  submitted,  and  which  waa 
now  under  consideration,  reqniivd  dt  him  to 
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state  to  the  HonBe  the  reaeons  which  had  infla- 
eoced  him  to  ask  a  lihtLnge  of  practice  in  Con- 
eres9  of  snch  long  existence  as  that  of  voting 
bj  ballot.  A  natural  preference  for  thoee  ralea 
of  proceeding,  in  the  exercise  of  our  civil  as 
well  aa  our  natoial  rights,  to  which  we  have 
been  accostomed  from  onr  infancy,  was  not 
without  its  infiaence  upon  him  in  the  present 
instance.  He  had  grown  np  in  a  State  whose 
fiuidaiaental  law  prescribed  to  the  citizen  the 
right  and  compelled  the  Representatlre  to  vote 
9Ka  voce  in  all  electioos.  This,  of  itself  would 
not  have  been  a  sofBcient  reason  for  his  propos- 
ing a  change  in  the  Rnlee  of  this  House.  He 
was  influencod  by  higher  considerations :  by 
oonviction  of  its  propriety  and  importance, 
bo&  in  reference  to  the  rights  of  the  constitu- 
«nt  and  the  obligations  of  the  Kepresentative. 
In  some  States,  or  comiannities,  it  may  be 
sound  policy  to  gnarantee  the  citizen,  in  the 
eiercise  of  his  original  right  of  suffrage,  the 
privilege  of  voting  by  ballot.  The  citizen  ex- 
ercises his  own  original  right ;  he  is  responsible 
to  DO  one  for  the  vote  he  may  give.  He  may 
be  dependent  upon  the  man  or  men  against 
whom  his  best  judgment  dictates  his  vote.  He 
may  be  UDwilliog  to  SQConnter,  if  he  be  able  to 
withstand,  the  hostility  which  his  vote  might 
excite  in  tiie  breasts  of  those  upon  whom  he  is 
dependent.  Not  so  with  the  Representative : 
he  exercises  a  delegated  trust,  for  which  lie  is 
responsible  to  those  who  have  clothed  him  with 
die  power  of  voting  In  voting,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  m  the  choice  of  its  officers 
and  agents,  the  inflnenco  of  public  opinion  is 
as  importanL  and  it  should  be  aa  respeclAilly 
obeyed,  by  the  Representative,  as  upon  the  ex- 
pedienoy  of  any  act  of  legislation.  Instance 
tbe  election  of  a  Speaker,  to  preside  over  the 
deliberations  of  titis  House,  witli  the  power  to 
sppobt  ita  committees,  tea.,  charged  with  the 
dubnrsement  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  public  money,  in  the  payment 
of  tiie  members,  and  other  expenses  iticident  to 
onr  legidotion,  with  no  responsibility  to  the 
Government  bnt  his  high  character.  A  vote  in 
bis  election  may  be  of  mach  more  importance 
to  tiie  commimity,  to  the  dignity  and  cnaraoter 
of  our  Government,  than  in  the  passage  of  a 
law  or  resolution.  The  constitution  under 
irhid)  we  legishite  Las  secured  to  the  people, 
upon  the  request  of  one-flfth  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives. Uie  important  right  of  having  the 
votes  of  tlieir  Bepreoentatives  spread  upon  the 
Jonmal,  on  any  question,  however  imimportaot 
in  its  effect  or  consequences.  Yet,  said  Mr, 
"Wt  we,  by  the  rules  or  practice  of  onr  House, 
oboose  to  shield  ourselves  from  responsibility, 
for  the  votea  we  give,  in  the  eleetions  of  im- 
portant public  officers  and  agents,  by  hiding 
ftoin  onr  constitneuta  within  the  lids  of  the 
bsUot-box. 

"WbAt  are  the  objeolione  to  the  i>roposed 
abflDget  I  have  heard,  in  conreraation,  be' 
ooe.  There  may  be  others :  more,  I  have  n 
donb^  will  be  urged.    It  is  alleged  tiiat,  by 
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vita  wee  vote,  the  member  will  give  offence,  or 
may  incur  the  displeasure  of  the  Speaker,  or 
the  candidate  for  oSice,  against  whom  he  may 
vote.     I  will  not  allow  myself,  for  a  moment, 


forty  thousand  freemen,  does  Ui      _ 

Sendcnce  and  moral  firmness  enough  to  avow 
ir  and  against  whom  he  votes;  and  the  man 
who  is  elevated  to  the  dignified  station  of  pre- 
siding over  the  deliberations  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  who 
would  permit  his  indignation  or  revenge  to  be 
exerted  against  a  member,  because  he  preferred 
another  for  the  station,  is  unworthy  tne  confi- 
dence or  respect  due  to  the  office  he  fills,  or  the 
claims  of  gentlemen.  The  member  who  wonld, 
from  the  dread  of  such  indignation,  sacrifice 
his  independence.  Is  destitute  of  that  manly 
feeling  and  moral  courage  which  ought  to 
characterize,  aud  I  trust  ever  will  characterize, 
the  members  of  this  House.  1  will,  tiorefore, 
dismiss  this  objection,  as  one  which  cannot  pre- 
vail, or  find  an  advocate  on  this  floor. 

Allow  me  to  present  to  your  view  a  mem- 
ber, (if  such  a  one  shonld  ever  find  a  seat  in 
this  House,)  who,  influenced  by  a  desire  to  be 
considered  the  friend  of  alt  candidates,  or  a 
dread  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  any,  (ex- 
cept his  constituents,)  woaid  prepare  his  bal- 
lots, (one  or  more,)  exhibit  them  to  his  neigh- 
bors, and  then,  by  a  species  of  legerdemain, 
slip  into  the  ballot-box  his  vote  in  favor  of  a 
man  for  whom  he  would  not  have  the  inde- 
pendence openly  to  declare.  Would  you  envy 
the  independence  and  firmness  of  snob  a  mem- 
ber? or  would  you  not  rather  pity  hia  mean- 
ness and  servility  I  I  believe  the  rule  which  I 
propose  will  violate  no  principle  which  belongs 
to  a  representative  Government,  It  will  have 
a  tendency  to  secure  and  preserve  the  great 
one  of  representative  responsibility,  upon  the 
preservation  of  which  depends  the  pure  and 
correct  adminlttration  of  this  Government,  if 
not  its  durability.  I  moon,  sir,  a  direct  ac- 
countability of  the  public  agent  to  those  who 
clothed  him  with  authority.  I  can,  therefore^ 
but  flatter  myself,  the  resolution  will  be  ao- 
oeptahle  to  a  majority  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Ubrceb  oaid  that,  although  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  had  ever  given  a  vote  by  ballot 
which  he  had  not  exposed  at  the  time,  esp&< 
cially  to  the  party  against  whom  it  was  given, 
yet  he  could  not  consent  to  the  adoption  of  the 
mle  now  proposed.  Its  necessary  effect  wonld 
l>e  to  lead  to  very  great  inconvenience,  and 
great  and  useless  sacrifice  of  time.  The  elee- 
tioQ  of  a  Speaker,  for  instance,  even  in  the 
present  mode,  had  in  some  cases  occupied  two 
and  even  three  days,  as  many  as  twenty-one 
ballots  having  sometimes  been  taken.  It  was 
manifest  that,  if  the  yeas  and  nays  must  be 
called  for  each  vote  taken,  the  election,  instead 
of  ocoopying  two  or  three  days,  was  likely  to 
be  protracted  to  two  or  three  weeks,  to  which 
extent  it  had,  indeed,  in  one  omo,  gone,  when 


,Coe>^lc 


ABBIDSHENT  OF  THE 


rE.] 


Mr.  Jefferson  waa  elected  in  1601.  He  had 
been  a  member  of  a  pnblic  aociety,  in  which, 
although  the  people  of  the  6tat«  over  which  it 
presided  held  all  their  electdona  vimi  voet,  it  waa 
nevertheless  the  practioe  always  to  elect  by 
ballot.  The  rule  had  been  adopted  from  expe- 
rience, with  a  view  to  save  timej  bnt,  in  Uiia 
HoDse,  it  was  proposed  to  reverse  Uie  rule, 
altfaoogh  it  tiad  been  observed,  without  inter- 
roption,  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  con- 
eame  a  large  portion  of  everr  session ;  and  to 
what  pnrpOBet  What  benefit  could  possibly 
accniel  The  ostensible  plea  was,  that,  bj  this 
means,  the  Bepresentative  would  be  held  re- 
sponsible to  his  constitnents  for  the  maimer  in 
which  he  voted;  bnt  was  it  possible  that  thla 
House  oontoined  a  single  memt)er  who  wished 
to  shrink  from  responsibility  oa  ench  a  sub- 
ject t  Could  there  be  a  sentLeman  on  that  floor 
who  wonld  not  feel  a  pnde  in  meeting  that  re- 
sponsibility !  Did  the  gentleman  snspert  his 
fellow-members  of  so  great  a  want  of  candor  i 
JCr.  M,  said  that,  inssmuoh  as  no  inconvenience 
had  been  experienced  from  the  operation  of  the 
present  rule,  but  great  and  obviotis  inconveni- 
ence would  result  from  the  proposed  change, 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  resolntion 
under  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  an  amendment  he 
.  had  himself  offered  a  few  days  ago,  proposing 
to  apply  the  previous  qnestion  to  amendments 
pending,  the  propriety  of  which  he  briefly  in- 
sisted upon.  The  consaroption  of  time,  even 
in  the  present  mode  of  electing  by  ballot,  arose 
prinoipally  from  the  practice  of  comiting  the 
oallots  in  the  Honse.  This  naight  easi^  be 
avoided,  hj  allowing  the  tellera  to  retire,  and 
the  boaiDeaa  of  the  Honse  to  proceed  in  the 
mean  time.  If  the  standing  rales  of  the  House 
were  to  be  altered  on  every  slight  occasion,  and 
for  any  temporary  ol^ect  which  gentlemen 
might  have  in  view,  there  waa  no  end  to  the 
ohaoges  which  might  bo  expected. 

Mr.  W(BHS  coincided  in  part  with  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr,  Wiokliffe,  bat  moved  to 
amend  the  resolntion  in  sach  a  manner  as  to 
reqnire  a  vwa  teet  vote  only  when  demanded 
by  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  in  con- 
formity with  the  rule  at  present  in  force  in  re- 
lation to  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WicKiJTFS  objected  to  the  amendment, 
and  declined  accepting  it  as  a  modification. 

Mr,  CiTLPBPXR  expressed  himself  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution.  The  first  reason  which 
the  mover  bad  given  in  Its  support,  operated, 
in  his  own  case,  in  a  manner  directly  the  re- 
verse :  for,  he  had  been  accustomed,  from  the 
outset  of  hia  public  life,  always  to  election  by 
ballot,  and  never  cms  toee.  In  the  Stato  of 
Georgia,  where  he  had  at  first  resided,  the  very 
experiment  had  been  made  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  wished  the  House  now  to 
try.  The  mode  of  election  for  Representatives 
had  been  changed  as  was  now  proposed,  and 
the  effect  was  such,  that,  after  the  single  vita 


voce  election,  the  Legislature  was  besieged  bj 
petitions  from  all  parts  of  the  State  lo  restore 


.._ the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  eleo- 

lion  by  ballot  had  always  prevailed.  For  him- 
self^ he  believed  he  might  truly  say,  he  bad 
never,  at  any  time,  put  a  vote  into  the  ballot- 
box,  which  he  had  the  least  wish  to  conceaL 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  House,  with  bnt 
few  iDtermptions,  for  twenty-two  years;  dur- 
ing which  he  had  never  voted,  either  by  ballot 
or  otherwiae,  in  a  manner  which  he  would  not 
have  exp'osed  to  all  the  world.  The  mode  now 
proposed  would  prove  exceedingly  inconvenient 
and  tedious  in  practice,  and  aeem^  no  good  rea- 
son in  its  favor,  he  ahould  ffre  it  his  decided 
negative. 

Mr.  Malluit  said  he  was  utterly  opposed 
both  to  the  amendment  and  resolution.  Tha 
officers  of  this  House  had  ever  been  appointed 
by  ballot  from  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  the  old  Jefferaonian  practice. 
Had  any  tlting  occurred  lately  to  render  a 
change  desirable  t  Had  the  honorable  gentle- 
man any  new  or  spedal  reasons  to  scspeot  that 
the  members  wonld  act  dishonorably  il  intrust- 
ed to  conceal  their  votes  by  the  l>allot-boxt 
For  himself,  he  knew  of  none.  If  the  gentle- 
man had  discovered  any,  be  shonld  like  to  bs 
informed  of  it.  He  had  presumed  the  gentle- 
men of  the  present  Congress  were  as  honest 
and  as  honorable  as  thdr  predecessors.  Their 
fathers  had  voted  by  ballot,  and  be  knew  of 
no  reason  why  the  practice  should  now  be 
changed.  Perhaps  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  have  within  hia  knowledge  some  secret 
reason  for  suppoung  that  this  Congresa  ought 
not  to  be  trusted  by  tbe  nation  to  the  same  ex- 
tent which  other  Congresses  had  been.  If 
SDch  were  the  cose,  he  mould  like  to  know  it 

[Here  farther  debate  waa  sospended  by  the 
expiratiou  of  the  honr.] 

Qeorgia  Clamt. 

The  Honse  went  into  Gomnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  TaoHPsoir,  to  reverse  tbe  report 
of  the  Indian  Committee^  on  the  anijeet  ot  the 
Georgia  claims, 

Mr.  Wilds  observed  that,  in  ridng  to  redeem 
his  pledge,  it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid  en- 
tering somewhat  into  detail.  These  claims  Itad 
never  been  acted  upon  by  the  House.  The 
facts  respecting  them  were,  aa  yet,  imperfectly 
understood.  The  questions  they  presented  had 
not  been  examined.  The  arguments  in  their 
favor  were  still  unheard.  It  was  not  bis  wish, 
however,  to  say  more  than  the  oocanon  aluo- 
lotoly  required.  He  Bhon1d*be  aatdsfied  if  he 
oonld  procure  a  patient  inquiry  into  the  merits 
of  the  claims;  beyond  that,  he  had  nothing  tc 
hope  or  aak.  When  the  rights  of  the  olum- 
ants  were  nnderatood,  the  measure  of  josttoe  to 
which  they  were  entitled  wonld  be  readily  ee^ 
tied,  by  every  gentleman,  aooording  to  hia  owii 
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judgment.  In  1831,  one  of  those  compacts  or 
igreement^  wUah  have  bran  fomiliorl;,  bnt 
Dot  properlj,  called  treatiea,  waa  entered  into 
betTsen  the  United  States,  the  Greek  tribe  of 
lodians,  and  the  State  of  Qeor^a.  A  oession 
of  land  from  the  Indiana  was  then  obtwned  by 
tbe  United  States,  for  the  nae  of  the  State,  the 
conaideration  of  which  waa  to  be  pud  bj  Uie 
United  States,  in  cooformitj  with  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  bj  the  articles  of  Bgreemeot  and 
cession  of  1803.  At  the  time  of  those  nego- 
tiitianfi,  there  were  existing  claims  of  the  citi- 
leta  at  the  Slate  of  Qeorgia  against  the  Creek 
lution,  for  depredations  committed,  prior  to 
&t  act  regnlatms  interooorse  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  These  claims  formed  one  of  the  Buh- 
Jects  of  the  negotiation ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  payment  of  them,  oommiasioners 
on  the  part  of  Geor^^a  had  been  appointed. 
Eegiatered  from  time  to  time  as  they  arose,  in 
the  proper  department^  according  to  law,  with 
the  proof  by  which  they  were  estabiished,  an 
abstract  of  them,  from  the  hooks  of  the  Comp- 
trailer'a  office,  waa  in  the  hands  of  the  oommts- 
^onera,  and  exhibited  at  the  conferencea. 
They  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thonsand  dollars,  and  were  principally  for 
property  plnodered  or  destroyed  by  Indians  of 
the  Creek  tribe,  in  some  of  tliose  predatory  in- 
cnreions  with  which  onr  Southern  frontier  was 
so  often  harassed.  Reparation  for  liieae  ii^n- 
ries  had  been  of^  stipulated,  hut  never  made. 

Repeated  acta  of  hoatility,  attended  with  all 
the  horrors  of  savage  warfare,  had  been  suc- 
Medod  by  repeated  promisee  of  peace  and  in- 
demnity, which,  in  tnm,  were  as  repeatedly 
violated,  with  all  the  recklessness  of  savage 
perfidy.  These  ontrages  oould  not  he  deniM. 
The  obligation  to  repair  them  had  been  often 
MdeiDtily  admitted.  The  breach  of  that  obliga- 
tion was  notorions.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  compact  of  1831  was  made.  By  the  4th 
Brtide,  the  payment,  by  the  United  States,  to 
tbe  Indians,  of  various  snms,  at  difibrent  timea, 
uoonntiiig  in  the  whole  to  two  hundred  thou- 
uod  dollars,  ia  sUpnlated,  and  the  «rtiole  thes 
proceeds: 

"  And  u  a  fiirtber  ooneideration  for  aald  cesaloo, 
tht  United  Stotea  do  hereby  agree  to  pay,  to  the 
BUIe  of  Georgia,  whatever  baJance  may  be  found 
im  by  the  Greek  nation  to  the  dtiiena  of  s^d 
Elile,  whenever  the  lame  shall  be  ascertained,  In 
Mnformltj  with  the  reference  made  bj  the  commia- 
tioiiera  of  Geor^  and  the  cliiefs,  head  men,  and 
nrriora  of  the  Creek  nation,  to  be  paid  in  five  an- 
nul insulnients,  without  inCereat,  provided  the  same 
"iiD  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoutaud  dollars ;  the  cotnmiasionerB  of  Oeorgia  ex- 
teaiiag  to  the  Creek  nation  a  fuU  and  final  relm- 
qmhrnent  of  all  the  claima  of  the  citiaena  of  Georgia 
■guost  the  Creek  nation,  for  property  taken  or  de- 
■royed,  prior  to  the  act  of  CoDgress  of  one  thou- 
Hndeight  haodred  and  two,  r^nlatisg  the  inter- 
coune  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

By  the  articles  of  agreement  made  at  the 
ame  time,  between  tlie  oommiasioneTS  of  Geor- 


gia, and  the  chiefs,  head  men,  and  v 
the  Greek  nation,  all  claims  ou  either  side,  of 
whatever  natnro  or  kind,  prior  to  the  act  of 
GongreBB  of  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and 
two,  with  the  docnments  in  support  of  them, 
were  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  him  to  be  decided 
upon,  adjusted,  liquidated,  and  settled,  in  anch 
manner,  and  under  such  roles,  regnlations.  and 
restrictioDS,  aa  he  should  prescribe.  A  fhll  and 
final  release  of  all  claims,  of  every  description, 
was  accordingly  executed  by  the  Georg^  com- 
missioners, to  the  Creek  nation ;  it  purported 
to  be  in  consideration  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thonsand  dollars  agreed  to  he  paid  by  the 
United  States,  and  was  witnessed  by  their  com- 
missioners. For  the  settlement  of  Uiese  claims, 
thns  referred  to  the  PreudenL  a  commissioner 
waa  appointed,  who  proceeded  to  discharge  his 
duty,  under  certain  instructions,  emanating 
from  the  War  Department.  Claims  amounting 
to  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  tjiree 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  were  presented  to 
him,  of  which  eighty  thousand  eight  hondred 
and  forty-fonr  dollara  were  allowed  and  ninety 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  react- 
ed: subsequently  a  farther  refferenoe  to  the 
Fifth  Auditor  was  auUiorized,  and  some  otber 
snms  were  admitted.  The  whole  amount  al- 
lowed and  paid  a  little  ezoaeds  one  hundred 
and  one  thousand  dollars,  leaving  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  Uiousand  dollars 
of  the  two  hundred  and  Shj  thonsand  dollars, 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  and  ap- 
plicable, as  Qeor^a  oontenda,  to  the  payment 
of  the  just  claims  of  her  citJMns.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark  that,  of  the  r^ected  olaima,  a 
very  inconsiderable  amount  indeed  were  con- 
demned as  fraudulent,  or  refused  payment  for 
insufficiency  of  proof.  By  far  the  greater 
number  were  denied  indemnity  because  they 
were  for  property  destroyed,  and,  aooording  to 
the  decision  of  the  commissioner,  in  conform- 
ity with  his  instrucljona  from  the  Department 
of  War,  they  are  alleged  not  to  be  provided 
for  by  Oie  treaty. 

Thia  oonstmotion  seemed  to  him  an  extraor- 
dinary one.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  reflect 
on  the  commissicmer,  or  the  Department ;  bnt, 
in  jQstice  to  himself  and  his  constituents,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  make,  and  to  defend,  that 
assertion.  First,  it  is  to  he  observed  that  the 
reference  to  the  President  is  of  all  claims  on 
both  sides.  The  submission  is  general,  not  re- 
stricted. Next,  the  release  is  nnlimited ;  and 
in  that  respect  it  conforms  to  the  compact. 
That  instrument  requires  the  commissioners  of 
Qeorgia  to  execute  a  release  for  all  property 
taken  or  destroyed.  Can  it  be  imagined  that 
the  renunciation  and  the  obligation  to  indem- 
nify were  not  intended  to  be  co-extensivet 
Why  ask  us  to  release  all  claims  for  property 
destroyed,  if  snch  claims  had  already  been  ex- 
tinguished !  What  is  the  principle  upon  wbit^ 
these  cMma  for  property  destroyed  have  been 
disallowed!     In  hw  foorth  instruottou,  ii» 

ogle 
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Secretary  of  "War  directs  the 
exclude  bU  claims  originating  during  a  period 
of  hostilities,  which  was  followed  bj  a  treatj 
of  peace,  unless  they  are  provided  for  hj  that 
treaty.  This,  he  says,  is  a  principle  perfectly 
well  establiBhed  between  civilized  nations,  and 
is  believed  to  bo  equally  applicable  to  savages. 
Now,  why  should  the  mannis  of  international 
Isw,  established  among  civilized  people,  be  ex- 
tended to  Indisna,  to  whom  they  ore  nnknown, 
and  by  whom  they  wonld  never  be  regarded  T 
They  are  not  an  indeivendent  people.  In  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations  of  Ghent,  onr 
Governmeiit  have  eipreaaly  declared  that  they 
are  not  to  be  doomed  bo.  That  pretension  has 
acwn  been  repelled  by  the  President  in  his  late 
Message.  The  agreements  entered  into  with 
them  are  not  treotiee.  The  Beoate  have  so  de- 
cided. Even  if  they  were  independent,  they 
are  nnctvilized.  ^ey  do  not  abide  by  the 
roles  of  civilized  warftre.  Why,  then^  obonld 
we  apply  to  them  the  roles  of  civilized  pacifi- 
cation f  Kationi  claiming  to  be  civilized,  do 
not  usnally  plander  or  destroy  private  property 
on  land.  Savages  never  respect  it.  To  ex- 
empt them,  on  the  retnm  of  peace,  from  all  re- 
n>onBibility  for  snoh  oatrages,  ia  to  encourage 
thera  in  their  barbarity. 

Mr.  W,  said  that,  before  leaving  this  part  of 
the  subject,  he  would  advert  to  the  terma  of 
the  several  compacts  or  treaties,  recognizing 
these  claims. 


The  first  in  order  w 


9  the 


TWoIy  o/Ai^Mtti — made  with  Oeorgls,  la  1788. 
The  second  Krbcle  provides  "  tbat  ktt  juit  debts  due 
by  any  of  the  said  ladisna  to  iny  of  the  merchants 
or  traders  of  the  said  State,  shall  be  fairly  and  freely 
paid ;  and  all  negroes,  borsca,  cattle,  or  other  prop- 
erty, taken  during  the  late  war,  shall  be  neutroL" 

The  next  was  the 
Tnatuof  Qal/Mtiton — made  with  Georgia,  in 
118S.  The  eighth  artiele  itipulates:  "The  said 
Indians  shall  restore  all  the  negroes,  horgea,  or 
Other  property,  that  are  or  may  be  among  them,  be- 
longing to  any  citizen  of  this  State,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatever,  to  each  person  as  the 
.  Ooremor  shall  direct." 

Then  sncceeded  the 
IWaig  bttaten  Oeorgia  md  tht  Crukt,  at  Shoul- 
der Boia,  In  1786,  which  recognized  pre-eiisting 
hostilities,  and  reoewcd  pacIQc  relatione.  By  the 
second  ardcle,  it  is  agreed  that  "All  negroes,  horses, 
cattle,  and  other  property,  now  in  the  nation,  and 
trhich  were  taken  from  the  inbobilaata  of  Qeorgis, 
sh^l  b«  reetiH-ed  to  such  person  or  persona  as  his 
honor  the  Governor,  or  the  commisdoners,  shall  di- 
rect. All  white  or  other  tne  people  in  the  nation, 
who  are  held  as  prisooen  or  slaves,  oboll  also  be 
dellleled  up  to  the  aforeaaid  persons." 

After  these  come  the 
Trtain  of  Kelt  York,  with  the  TTnited  SUtee,  in 
17S0.  The  third  article  declares,  "The  Creek  na- 
tion shall  deliver,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  of  the  Uuiled  States, 
stationed  at  the  &ock  lAnding,  on  the  Oconee  river, 


Claim:  [jAtmui,  ia!9> 

:  all  the  dtiiens  of  the  United  Stales,  white  inhabi- 
tants or  negroes,  who  are  now  prisoners  !□  any  part 
of  the  nid  nation.  And  if  any  snch  prisooers  or 
negroes  should  not  be  so  delivered,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  June  ensuing,  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
Diaj  empower  three  peisons  to  repair  to  the  said 
nation,  in  order  to  claim  and  rec^ve  such  prisooBn 
and  negroes." 

To  the  treatj  of  Ifew  York  mcceeded  th* 
Tnaiy  of  Ci)Urain,\n  VJ96.  The  seventh  article 
engaged  "  that  the  Creek  nation  afaalldelirer,  as  goon 
as  practicable,  to  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Af- 
fUra,  at  such  place  as  he  may  direct,  oil  citizens  of 
(be  United  States,  white  inhabitants  and  negroes, 
who  ore  now  prisoners  in  any  part  of  the  said  na- 
tion, agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  New  York,  and  also 
a]lcititens,vbiteinhahitantisnegroes,and  property, 
taken  dace  the  signing  of  that  treaty.  And  if  any 
such  prisoners,  negroes,  or  property,  should  not  b« 
delivered  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
the  Governor  of  Georgia  may  empower  three  per- 
sons to  repair  to  the  said  nation,  in  order  to  claim 
and  receive  such  prisoners,  negroes,  and  propeKy, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 

In  180Z  was  negotiated  the 

Trtaty  of  Fart  William—^  treaty  of  Emits  and 
cession.  The  second  article  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  various  sums  of  money,  [n  consideration  of 
the  cession  of  laod  mode  by  die  IntUons.  Among 
the  rest,  "five  thousand  dollars,  to  satisfy  claims 
for  property  taken  by  individuals  of  the  s^d  nation, 
from  the  clilzens  of  the  United  States,  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  of  Colersin,"  &o. 
Then  came  the 

CapitvlatUm  mtk  Omeral  Jaekton,  in  1 SU.  The 
fifth  article  declares,  "that  the  United  States  de- 
mand that  a  surrender  be  immediately  made,  of  all 
the  persons  and  property  taken  &om  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  the  friendly  port  of  the  Creek  na- 
tion, the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  and  Choctaw  nations, 
to  their  respective  owners." 

Id  deciding  opon  the  claims  presented,  the 
terms  of  these  treaties  have  been  considered  as 
coDfined  to  tiiat  of  1821,  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Deportment.  This  is 
contrary  to  every  fair  mie  of  interpretation. 
It  should  have  been  held  to  extend  to  them, 
not  they  to  restrict  it.  The  verbal  criticism 
which  attempts  to  estoblish  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  obligation  to  pay  for  property  taken 
and  that  destroyed,  is  worthy  only  of  kindred 
answer.  It  most  have  been  taken  befor«  it  was 
destroyed. 

In  what  he  had  s^d,  or  shonld  say,  on  the 
subject  of  their  decisions  and  instroctions,  ha 
disclaimed  every  thing  like  disrespect  or  per-' 
Bonal  feeling.  For  the  character  of  Qie  com- 
missioner he  had  the  highest  esteem.  Be  was 
sure  that  gentieman  suffered  pain,  whenever  he 
was  obliged  to  refuse  indemnity  to  an  htmcst 
claimant.  To  the  then  Secretary  of  War  h« 
imputed  nothing,  except  a  somewhat  rigorona 
ana  contracted  exposition  of  the  treaty.  He 
trusted  he  shoold  always,  whether  in  the  ma- 
Jorit;  or  the  minority,  with  the  administration 
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or  the  oppositioD^  have  respect  enough  for  him- 
telf  to  avoid  assailing  the  motivea  of  any  officer 
of  Goremment.  He  would,  when  it  was  ne- 
eassarj,  comment  with  freedom  upon  their 
Kts,  never  forgetting,  however,  that  forbear- 
ance which  was  dne  to  men  who  were  not,  and 
wiald  not,  be  present  in  person  to  defend 
themselves.  What  is,  is  effect,  the  offioiol 
tgreement  opon  these  treaties)  That  the 
agreement  is  to  restore ;  and  property  de- 
atrojed  is  insasceptible  of  restoration.  And 
wli^  follows?  That  the  Indians,  having  agreed 
to  restore  what  they  oould  not  restore,  are  to 
pay  an  eanivalent!  No,  sir,  they  are  to  be 
disciiarged  from  all  liabiUty,  bocaose  they  shall 
not  be  held  to  perform  wh»t  was  impossible. 
Soch  was  not  the  areoment  maintained  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  treaty 
of  Ghent  and  the  Ooavention  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. There  the  undertaking  of  Great  firitsia 
was  to  restore.  When  it  was  fonnd  that  she 
oould  not,  or  did  not  restore,  what  was  exacted 
&om  her  {  A  jnst  indemnifioation,  Mnst  he, 
then,  be  driven  to  ask,  whether  the  United 
States  have  one  measure  of  jnstioe  when  they 
demand  it  of  an  adversary,  and  another  when 
tbej  are  to  render  it  to  a  friend  t 

The  claimants  oonteiid,  and  with  great  ap- 
ptrsot  reason,  that  they  are  entitled  to 

Payment  for  property  destroyed ; 

An  allowance  for  the  increase  of  negro  prop- 
erty;  and 

An  aUowanoe  for  the  use  or  hire  of  property 
not  susceptible  of  increase,  or  interest  ia  lien 
of  these  ^owances. 

The  first  class  of  cimma  had  already  been 
MQsidered.  The  Jostice  of  them,  and  the  fa- 
tility  of  the  verbal  distinction  between  "  lakea  " 
and  ''  destroyed,"  is  indirectly  admitted  by  the 
Comiaittee  on  Indian  Affairs  themselves.  Then, 
ai  to  the  other  ollowaaoes  cliumed,  upon  what 
footing  do  they  stand  t  The  savages,  immedi- 
tlelj  npoa  the  oonclosion  of  each  compact  or 
treaty,  were  boond  to  restore  the  property 
comprehended  in  it.  Had  the  restoration  been 
made  in  good  faith,  according  to  the  treaty,  the 
oirner  wonld  have  had  the  use  and  iaorease  of 
bis  property  from  that  period :  *.  «.,  from  1783, 
'S3,  '86,  '90,  or  '96,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the 
^present  time.  But  the  Indians,  in  defiance  of 
tbe  treaty,  keep  the  slaves.  They  retain  them, 
ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  yeara,  enjoying  the  froits 
of  their  labor,  and  that  of  their  offspring. 
This  ia  no  imaginary  case.  It  is  notorioos  that 
the  plantations  of  many  of  the  chiefs  were 
ttocked  with  negroes  atolea  from  the  whites. 

The  question,  then,  ia  this :  Are  the  Indians. 
|n  consequence  of  their  bad  futh,  to  l>e  placed 
in  a  better  Mtuation,  and  the  owner  of  the 
property  ia  a  worse  one  t  This  wonld  be  to 
feward  the  savage  vices  of  fraud  and  perfidy 
with  the  spoils  of  an  Innocent  and  soffering 
P<!opIe.  Upon  the  Eailare  to  restore,  according 
to  the  compact,  what  were  the  claimants  enti- 
tled to  receive!  Preoisely  what  the  United 
States  demanded  and  received  under  the  treaty 
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of  Ghent — ft  just  indenmificalion  for  the  prop- 
erty not  restored.  What  is  a  jnst  indemnity  m 
such  a  case  ?  Let  ns  inqnire  of  the  oonstitu- 
tioaal  adviser  of  the  President,  whose  opinion 
the  Government  adopted.  "  what,"  says  the 
Attorney- General,  "  is  a  just  indemnification 
for  a  wrong  t  Is  it  the  reparation  of  one-balf 
or  two-thirds  of  that  wrong  t "  On  these  few- 
simple  ideas  the  whole  question  turns.  If  an 
injury  is  justly  redressed  which  is  only  half  re- 
dressed, tiien  the  BriUsh  oommisuoner  is  right ; 
but  if  an  injury  is  redressed  only  when  the  re- 
dress is  commensorate  with  the  whole  extent 
of  the  ii^ury,  then  he  is  wrong.  Let  ns  pat 
aside  the  emphatic  and  striking  word  justand 
take  the  word  indenmiScation  alone,  Wb&t 
does  the  word  indenmification  meant  The 
saving  harmless  from  damage.  Is  that  man 
saved  harmleas  from  damage  who  is  left  to  bear 
one-half  of  the  damage  himself)  The  ques- 
tion seems,  to  me,  too  plain  for  discusuon. 
The  British  commissioner,  Sir  John  Nicoll, 
who  composed  part  of  the  Board,  under  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1791,  seems  to 
have  entertained  a  very  different  opinion  upon 
the  snbjoct  from  his  conntryman  who  Is  now 
sitting  to  execute  the  emperor'a  award.  His 
words  are,  "  To  reimburse  the  claimants  the 
original  cost  of  their  property,  and  all  the  ex- 
penses they  have  actoolly  iacnrred,  together 
with  interest  on  the  whole  amount,  would,  I 
thinit,  be  a  just  and  adequate  compensation. 
This,  I  believe,  is  the  measure  of  compensation 
osnwly  made  by  ail  belligerent  nations  for  loss- 
es, costs,  and  damages,  occasioned  by  illegal 
captures,"  Now,  at  the  time  of  the  wrongs 
now  under  consideration,  we  were,  as  to  Great 
Britain,  neutrals  and  friends,  and  stood  pro- 
tected, by  the  most  sacred  of  all  instrnments,  a 
treaty  of  peace.  In  violation  of  this  treaty, 
the  rfaves  and  other  property  of  the  American 
citizens  were  carried  away,  in  the  year  1816, 
and  have  been  detained  from  them  ever  since. 
They  have  thus  lost  the  use  of  this  property 
for  eleven  years.  Is  the  meagre  return  of  the 
average  value,  at  ^e  time  the  slaves  and  other 
property  were  thna  token  from  them,  a  Jnst 
indemnification  for  the  whole  wrongf     That 


of  dlspossesdon  being  thus  established  to  be  a 
wrong,  Is  the  continuance  of  that  dispossession 
for  eleven  years  no  wrong  at  all!  Is  it  con- 
sistent with  that  usage  of  nations,  which  Sir 
John  Nicoll  recognized,  to  redress  an  act  of 
wrongful  violence  by  the  return,  at  any  dis- 
tance of  time^  of  the  naked  value  of  the  artlcls 
at  tjie  date  of  Uie  injury ) 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  jnst  indemnificatioQ  awarded  by  the 
emperor  involves  not  merely  the  rotnm  of  the 
value  of  specific  property,  but  a  oompensotion, 
also,  for  the  sul>sequent  and  wron^ul  deten- 
tion of  it,  in  the  nature  of  damages.  If  tiie 
actual  damages,  in  each  case,  could  be  ascer- 
tained, they  onght,  under  the  award,  to  he  de- 
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oreed :  but,  rinoe  tliis,  if  not  impracticable, 
would  be  h  work  of  great  labor  an<l  time,  t  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  inter««t,  according  to 
the  Dsaae  of  nations,  is  a  neceaaarj  part  of  the 
jDst  inderanifipation  awarded  bj  the  Emperor 
of  Riuda. 

ill.  HoLeak,  of  Ohio,  (Ohurman  of  the 
Oommltt«e  on  lodian  Aff^rs,)  said  that,  as  one 


Be  oonaidered  it  hia  dotj  to  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georna,  and 
brieflr  to  aaagn  Qie  reasons  which  had  influ- 
enoed  him  In  lorming  bis  opinion  upon  tbe  snb- 

£[1.  The  firet  qocatioa  wWoh  presents  itself 
this  inTestigatlon  is,  whether,  upon  a  fa^ 
conatruction  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
the  Indiana  are  entitled  to  the  residue  of  the 
iBonef,  after  pajing  the  claimE  of  the  cltlzeim 
of  Georgia.  Upon  this  point  there  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  not  only  among  the  members 
upon  this  floor,  hot  also  among  others  equally 
competent  to  understand  it,  and  who  have  in- 
vestigated it.  If  the  Indians  are  entitled  to 
the  residonm,  no  proposition  can  be  mow  dear 
than  that  Congress  do  not  possess  the  right  or 
the  power  to  le^slate  npoa  the  snbjoot,  wlth- 
ont  the  consent  of  the  Indians.  In  order  to 
determine  to  whom  the  balance  of  this  money 
does  belong,  if  any  balance  there  sbonld  be, 
after  satisfying  the  claims  of  tie  citizens  of 
Georgia,  it  is  only  necessary  fbr  xentlemen  to 
torn  their  attention  to  the  treaty  Between  the 
United  States  and  the  Creek  Indians,  held  at 
the  Indian  Springs,  in  1821,  and  to  the  Artiole 
of  Agreement  then  and  there  entered  Into,  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  repreaentativea,  or 
commissioners,  appointed  by  the  State  of  Oeor- 
^a,  in  behalf  of  their  citizen  claimants.  By 
tiie  provisions  of  that  treaty,  the  Creek  Indians 
cede  to  the  United  States  a  certain  portion  of 
their  conntry,  fbr  which  the  United  States 
agreed  to  pay  them,  in  certtun  instalments,  the 
sum  of  two  hnndred  thousand  dollars.  In  the 
tatter  clause  of  the  fonrth  article  of  that  treaty 
b  contused  the  stipnlation  which  gives  rise 
to  the  present  discussion,  and  which  is  as 
follows : 

"  And  as  a  further  considentlon  for  Mid  cesdon, 
the  United  States  do  hereby  agree  to  pa;  to  tiie 
State  of  Georgia,  whsteTer  bsliuicB  may  be  foond 
due,  by  the  Greek  nation,  to  the  citizens  of  that 
StUe,  whenever  the  same  ahalt  be  sacertained,  in 
conformity  with  the  reference  made  by  the  commls- 
noners  of  Georgia,  and  the  chlef^  head  men,  and 
warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation,  to  be  paid  in  five  an- 
QnalinsCa]iiienla,withont  interest,  provided  the  same 
shall  not  eiceed  the  snm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thonaand  dollars ;  tht  oommisdoneia  of  Geotvia  ex- 
ecuting to  the  Cr«ek  nation  a  full  and  flnaf  relin- 
qolehment  of  all  claims  of  the  oltiieDs  of  Oeorgla 
•gainst  the  Creek  naUon,  for  proper^  token  or  de- 
stroyed prior  to  the  aet  of  Oongress  Of  one  (hoiuand 
eight  liuodred  and  two,  regolating  the  intercoone 
with  the  lo^Q  tribeo." 

The  Article  of  Agreement  between  the  rep- 


resentfttivea  of  the  Geoi^  dumanta  and  the 
Indiana,  referred  to  in  the  forgoing  clause  of 
the  treaty,  is  in  Hio  foUowing  words : 

"  Ardcles  of  agreement  entered  bto  between  the 
undersigned  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  citizens  of  said  Btate,  and  the  chiets,  bead  men, 
and  warriors,  of  tba  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 
Whereas,  at  a  conference  opened  and  held  at  the 
Indian  Spring,  in  the  Creek  nation,  the  citiiens  of 
Georgia,  by  the  aforesaid  eomntlasioners,  have  rep- 
lesented  that  they  have  claims  to  a  large  Bmoont 
against  tbe  said  Creek  nation  of  Indians;  How,  in 
order  to  ai^uat  and  bring  the  lama  to  a  speedy  and 
final  aettlement,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  aU  ^  talka 
had  upon  the  sutyeet  of  tneae  daima,  at  this  plactt, 
together  with  all  claima  on  dther  side,  of  whatever 
nature  or  kind,  prior  to  the  act  of  Conereaa  of  1802, 
regulating  the  intercourse  with  the  Indian  trities, 
with  tbe  documenta  in  support  of  them,  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  deciooQ  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  him  to  be  decided  upon,  adjusted,  liqui- 
dated, and  settled,  in  such  manner,  and  under  sn^ 
rules,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  be  shall  pre- 
scribe ;  ProTided,  bowever,  if  it  should  meet  the 
views  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  it  ia  tbe 
wish  of  tbe  contracting  parties  that  the  UquidatiOB 
and  settlement  of  tiie  foresaid  claima  shall  be  mads 
in  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  such  pUee  as  he  may 
deem  most  convenient  for  tbe  parses  Interested ; 
aud  tbe  deciMon  and  award,  thus  made  and  tendered, 
shall  be  binding  and  obUgatory  upon  the  contract- 
ing parties." 

In  pnrsnanoe  of  the  prorisiona  of  the  treaty, 
and  in  coofbrmity  vitn  the  Article  of  Agree- 
ment, the  Preddeut  of  the  United  States  ap- 
pointed ft  oHnmisBioner,  who,  after  giving  fnll 
notice  to  the  parties  interested,  proceeded  to 
tbe  State  of  Georgia,  to  receive  all  olaima 
which  might  be  presented,  with  the  evidenoe 
in  snpport  of  them ;  and  under  certain  mlea 
and  regulations  prescribed  to  him,  by  Mr.  Cal- 
honn,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  onder  the 
direction  of  the  Fremdent^  to  decide  opon  the 
respeetive  claims.  This  oommiasioner,  Gen. 
Preston,  of  Virginia,  made  report  of  hu  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Preradent,  recommending  the 
payment  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  claims,  and 
rejecting  others.  The  President,  after  a  fVill 
investigation,  approved  the  report,  and  has 
cansed  to  be  psid  to  the  citizens  of  Gleorma  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  one  thonHoncT  three 
hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  and  twenty-two 
cents,  being  the  whole  amount  of  claims,  in  tbe 
Judgment  of  the  President,  which  ought  to  be 
paid  imder  the  proviuons  of  the  treaty.  I^ 
then,  the  Indians  are  entitled  to  the  residne  of 
the  two  himdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
what  right  have  we  to  interpose,  without  con- 
sent of  the  parties  in  violation  of  their  express 
stipnlation,  and  in  violation  of  the  deciuon 
mode  by  the  President,  who  was  the  arbitrator 
mutually  chosen  and  agreed  upon  by  the  In- 
dians and  tbe  cUimants,  and  whose  dedsion,  it 
was  expressly  agreed,  should  be  final  and  con- 
clnsivel 

But,  it  has  been  s^  Hm  bidiana  aie  sot  an 
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independeat  people.  Suppose,  for  the  sake  of 
the  wgnment,  they  are  not,  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  term,  it  doee  not  follow  that  Qmj  have 
no  rights ;  and  if  they  be  entitled  to  the  bal- 
anoe  of  the  money,  well  may  it  he  contended, 
th&t,  withont  their  consent,  Ooiwreas  cannot 
iDt«rpoee,  and  say,  the  President  has  decided 
incorrectly.  WiUi  jast  as  much  propriety 
might  we  tateJnrisdlDtJon  of  an  ordinary  arbi- 
tration between  two  indiTidnal  citizens ;  for  it 
mnBt  be  observed  that  the  Government  of  the 
TTnited  States  is  not  a  party  in  this  agreement 
or  Bobmisslon.  It,  therefore,  follows,  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  course^  that  those  who  believe  the  In- 
ditms  are  entitled  to  the  overplus  money,  mnst 
vote  agunst  the  proposition  of  the  genUeman 
from  Qeorgia,  which  goes  to  reverse  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  Mr.  KcL.  said,  fh>tn  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  sabjeot, 
and  mncb  reflection  upon  it,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclnsion,  that  the  Indians  are  not  entitled 
to  the  balance  of  the  money  which  may  remain 
after  satis^ing  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  bnt  that  it  of  right  belongs  to  the 
Ooyerrmient  of  the  United  States.  The  stipn- 
lation  in  the  treaty  is,  to  pay  whatever  claims 
■hall  be  found  doe  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia, 
in  the  manner  therein  specified,  provided  they 
ehonid  not  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoa- 
sand  dollars ;  it  is  not  an  agreement  to  pay  an 
absolute  smn,  bnt  to  pay  so  mnch  oa  should  be 
fonnd  dne,  not  exceeding  a  certain  snm ;  and  it 
iB  fair  and  reasooable  to  conclode,  that  the  In- 
dians did  not  look,  as  a  consideration  for  their 
lands  ceded,  to  any  balance  of  the  two  handred 
and  fifty  thonsand  dollars,  hat  were  content  to 
receive  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid 
them,  and  to  bo  relieved  from  the  claims  of  the 
ritizena  of  Qeor^a ;  the  United  Btatee  took 
upon  themselves  the  risk,  only  stipulating  that 
it  should  not  exceed  a  certain  amoont.  In  this 
view  of  the  case,  therefore,  Oongresa  may  legis- 
late npon  the  snbject,  end,  indeed,  oaght  to  do 
so,  provided  they  are  saliafied  tiiere  are  yet 
ontrtanding  claims,  intended  to  be  embraced 
within  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

Hr.  IfoL.  sdd  he  conid  bnt  regret  that  the 
Oominlttee  on  Indian  A&airs  had  not  in  their 
possesion,  at  the  time,  or  previous  to  making 
their  report,  a  doonment  now  before  ns,  ftom 
the  War  Department  containing  a  schedule  of 
■11  th«  ciMms  which  had  been  eshibited  to  the 
commUsIoner,  and  npon  which  the  President 
has  decided,  some  of  which  have  been  r^ect- 
ed,  and  the  reason  for  their  rejection  given. 
If  tbe  committee  had  been  in  possession  of  this 
docnmeat  in  time,  tlieir  report  woold  have 
been,  perhaps,  more  satisfactory  and  more  spe- 
eiflo,  sHhongh  their  conclusion  and  decision 
wonld  have  been  the  same.  From  this  achedole 
h  win  be  perceived  that  some  of  the  oMma  are 
more  than  fifty  years  old,  and  most  of  them  of 
more  then  forty  years'  standing ;  this  does  not 
prove  them  ni^ust^  but  it  b  a  circmnatance 
which  woold  seem  to  reqnire  some  degree  of 
Berntit^  into  tiieir  merits.    Oomplaiut  ia  made, 
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by  gentlemen  who  advocate  these  clums,  that 
tbe  iostraotions  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
nnder  which  the  commiaaoner  acted,  in  their 
adJQstment,  were  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
stipulation,  and  contrary  to  the  obvious  under- 
standing of  tbe  partieE ;  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  tbe  contracting  parties,  the  Indiana, 
and  tbe  representatdves  of  the  Georgia  claim- 
aata,  to  invest  the  President  with  authority  to 
rciject  any  portion  or  class  of  cUima,  provided 
they  originated  prior  to  1802 ;  the  only  ol^ect 
in  Bobmitting  the  subject  to  hla  arbitrament 
was,  that  he  sbonld  receive  the  evidence,  and 
decide  upon  ita  sufficiency,  no  matter  what  the 
natore  ca  the  claim,  or  when  it  ori^pnated ;  if 
prior  to  1802,  be  was  bonnd  to  pay  it.  This  Is 
tbe  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Oarolina,  Qix.  Oabbon,)  and  tbe  aame  poaitioa 
is  assumed  by  gentlemen  &om  Geoi^ia,  who 
have  presented  their  views.  Now,  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  c^inion  of  these  gentle- 
men, Ur.  HoL.  eud  be  entertuned,  and  most 
be  permitted  to  ezpreae,  a  different  opimon. 
What  is  the  language  of  the  submisuon,  or 
agreement  of  the  parties  t  That  "  all  claims 
on  either  side,  of  whatever  nature  or  kind, 
prior  to  the  act  of  Oongreas  of  1802,  regnlaKng 
mtercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  tbe 
docnmenta  in  support  of  them,  shall  be  referred 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  him 
to  be  decided  npon,  adjusted,  liqnidat«d,  and 
settled,  in  snch  manner,  and  under  such  rules, 
regpilanona,  and  Testrictiona^  aa  be  shall  pre- 
scribe." Is  it  not  clear — is  it  not  conclusive — 
that  the  whole  snl^ect,  withoat  limitation,  was 
Bubmitt«d  to  the  discretion  of  tbe  Pre^dent  i 
Moat  assuredly  it  is. 

I^  however,  from  an  examination,  it  ehall  be 
foond  that  it^oatioe  baa  been  done  to  tbe  claim- 
onta  by  the  instroctions  given  by  the  Secretary, 
or  by  the  decision  of  tbe  President  npon  them, 
then  it  may  be  proper  for  Oongresa  to  inter- 

£060,  and  grant  relief;  bu^  for  himself^  (Mr. 
[oL.,)  be  b^eved  foil  justice  had  been  done 
nnder  the  proviuons  of  tbe  treaty,  and  be  did 
not  believe  a  single  case  could  be  pointed  out, 
in  the  long  list  of  claims  now  presented,  which 
was  intended  to  be  provided  for,  and  which 
bad  not  been  paid.  It  is  urged  tJiat  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  look  to  any  previooa  trea- 
ties which  had  been  made  witb  tbe  Greek  In- 
dians,  but  ought  to  have  allowed  and  paid  aQ 
claims  founded  upon  the  deetmction  of  proper- 
ty, whether  provided  for  in  the  treaty  which 
may  have  followed  such  destraotion  or  not 
Why,  then,  refer  the  matter  to  the  President  at 
all  ?  Why  was  not  the  whole  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ptdd  over  at  once 
to  the  representatives  of  the  Oeoi^  claim- 
ante,  by  tnem  to  be  distributed  ?  The  reason 
is  obviona :  a  part  of  tbe  claim  a  were  contro- 
verted, and  a  reference  t«  soma  tribunal,  to  ad- 
judicate upon  them,  was  neoessary.  Bnt,  it  is 
stud,  a  Bchedole  of  olaima,  amounting  to  two 
hnndred  and  eighty  thousand  doUars,  was  ex- 
hibited at  the  making  of  the  trea^.     And 
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what  does  that  prove  1  Most  cteorlj,  that  a 
portioa  of  tbem  was  considered  aiyust,  or  the 
money  would  have  been  handed  OTer,  as  before 
remarked,  and  paid  at  once,  Jf  this  schedule 
of  claims  was  so  exhibited  at  the  makioK  of 
the  troatj,  were  not  all  previous  treaties  which 
bad  been  holden  with  the  Creek  Indians  also 
looked  to,  and  nnderstood  at  the  timet  And, 
if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  go  be- 
hind those  treaties,  would  not  that  intention 
have  been  expressed  in  some  shape)  It  is  well 
said,  by  the  Attorney-General,  in  giring  his 
opinion,  that  "  the  nature  of  this  debt  was  to 
be  ascertAtned  only  by  reference  to  those  ante- 
cedent treaties  which  have  been  made  between 
the  Creeks  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  be- 
tween the  United  States,  acting  in  this  behalf 
for  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  Creeks — to 
which  this  treaty  of  1821,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
most  be  considered  as  having  relation." 

Let  Q3,  then^  for  a  moment,  examine  those 
previona  treaties ;  and  here  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  treaties  holden  with  those  In- 
dians prior  to  ITSO,  were  holden  by  the  Btat«  of 
Georgia  herself.  The  Srst  at  Avgnsta,  in  1T83, 
at  Galphinton,  in  1786,  Hopewell,  in  1T86, 
Shoulder  Bone,  in  the  same  year. 

"  In  all  tbew  treaties,  (siys  the  Attoraej-Generil,) 
the  etipalstion,  on  the  p>rt  of  the  Indians,  which 
flies  the  character  of  this  debt,  is,  to  restore  the  ne- 
groer,  hones,  and.  other  propertj,  now  (that  is,  at 
the  Ume  of  the  respective  treaties)  in  the  nation, 
to  such  peiGon  as  the  Goveraor  should  appoint,  &a. 
Not  a  Hord  concerning  compensation  for  the  deten- 
tion, nor  compensation  for  any  negro,  horse,  or 
ether  animal,  Uiat  had  previously  died  of  disease,  or 
had  been  consumed  in  the  use.  It  is,  simply,  a 
naked  engagement,  on  the  part  of  the  Indiaos,  to 
restore  the  speciflc  property,  so  iar  a*  It  could  be 
dooe ;  that  is,  so  fiir  as  the  property  «u  still  In  be- 
ing, and  within  their  reach.  Here  the  stipulation 
stops ;  this  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  duty,  or  debt. 
The  United  States,  in  '""""'"g  the  responsibility  of 
the  Indians,  under  these  treatlM,  undertake  to  do 
only  what  the  Indians  ought  to  have  done ;  that  is, 
to  restore  the  specific  properly  within  the  reach  of 
the  Creek  nation,  at  the  date  of  each  treaty;  but, 
this  being  imptacticsble  the  only  thing  that  re- 
maina  to  be  done,  and  which  is  practicable,  is,  to 
pay,  ia  com  mutation,  the  value  of  the  article,  at  the 
time  at  which  it  should  have  been  delivered." 

The  first  treaty  with  the  Oreek  Indiana,  by 
the  United  States,  was  holden  at  New  York,  ia 
the  year  IT90,  the  second  at  Colerun,  in  1T9S, 
the  third  at  Fort  WUkinsoii,  in  1802.  In  all 
those  treaties,  a  stipoiation  ia  inserted,  similar 
to  the  provisions  oontunad  in  the  previous 
treaties  made  with  those  Indiana,  by  Georgia 
herself^  for  the  restoration  of  all  negroes  and 
property  then  in  their  poaseeaion,  belont^g  to 
the  citizens  of  Georgia,  but  no  provision,  in 
any  one  of  them,  for  payment  of  property 
which  may  have  been,  previous  to  the  respec- 
tive treaties,  destroyed  by  said  Indians. 

The  first  agreement  of  the  Indians  to  pay  for 
property  destroyed  by  them,  is  contained  in  the 
treaty  at  the  Indian  Spriuga,  of  1321,  and  it  is 
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contended  that  this  general  provision  should 
extend  back,  without  regard  to  time,  and  witb- 
out  reference  to  any  antecedent  treaty.  Tb« 
decision  of  the  President  has  respect  to  all  pre- 
vioDS  treaties,  and  he,  with  groat  propriety,  has 
determined  that  all  property,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, which  was  stipniated  to  be  restored  and 
given  up  by  the  Indiana  to  the  dlizens  of  Geor- 
gia, in  any  and  all  the  aforeeud  treaties, 
whether  holden  by  the  State  of  Georaia,  or  by 
the  United  Statea,  with  the  Creek  In^ana,  and 
whioh  they  may  have  destroyed,  or  neglected 
to  restore,  should  be  paid  for ;  and  all  HQcb  hoe 
been  paid.  It  has  also  been  determined  that 
all  property  taken  or  destroyed  by  said  Indiana, 
after  the  treaty  of  1TB6,  up  to  1603,  the  time 
fixed  by  the  parties,  shonld  be  pud  for;  and 
all  Buch  clums  have  been  received  and  paid. 
The  agreement,  then,  in  the  treaty  of  1831,  to 
pay  for  property  destroyed,  most  have  been  in- 


ties,  ahonld  be  restored,  and  which  may  have 
been  destroyed,  or  never  returned ;  uid  for 
property  destroyed  after  the  treaty  of  17S6,  op 
to  1802.  Every  treaty  with  the  Indiana,  or 
with  any  other  nation  or  power,  containing  a 
provision  for  the  p^ment  of  certain  specified 
claims,  carries  with  it  evidence  of  a  mial  ad- 
jUBtment,  or  settlement,  and  the  eiclnsion  of 
all  pretence  of  claims  not  provided  for.  The 
very  nature  of  these  claims,  many  of  tbem  be* 
ing  for  horses,  which  strayed  into  the  Indian 
country,  and  for  negroea,  who  had  eloped  from 
the  service  of  tbeir  masters,  and  taken  refiige 
in  the  Indian  oonntry,  shows  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  having  reference,  in  their  adjtuit- 
ment,  to  previous  settiements  or  treaties. 
Proof  that  a  negro,  who  bad  absconded  from 
his  master,  or  a  horse  which  had  strayed  from 
his  owner,  and  may  have  been  aeea  in  the  cna- 
tody  of  the  Indians,  although  such  negro  or 
borse  may  have  died  of  disease  the  suoceeding 
day  after  he  was  so  seen,  would  fasten  upon 
the  Indians  the  presumption  of  tbeir  deetrao- 
(ion  by  them,  and  the  obligation  to  pay.  It  ia 
impossible  it  oould  have  entered  into  the  head 
of  the  commissioners,  or  the  Indians,  at  the 
treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  that  the  particu- 
lar clause  in  the  article  of  the  treaty  now  tm- 
der  discusnon  was  to  have  reference  book, 
without  regard  to  other  treaties  whidi  had 
been  made,  to  the  first  aettiemeot  of  the  oonn- 
try. 

itt.  OwxN  eaid  it  waa  not  bis  pnrpoM  to 
have  taken  part  in  this  discussion ;  nor  npon 
the  mere  question  of  claim  was  be  now  die- 
posed  to  say  much.  Bnt,  in  the  discussion, 
points  had  been  raised,  on  which  he  had  loBg 
wished  most  fnUy  to  give  his  views.  But  be- 
fore passing  to  the  object  I  have  mainly  in 
view,  said  Hr.  0.,  I  will  notice  the  direct  qoee- 
tiou  now  before  the  committee;  and  that  i^ 
whether  "  further  legislation  upon  this  subject 
bo  now  necessary,  or  not  i  "  If  the  claims  <tf 
Georgia  are  believed  to  be  yalid,  fortber  leg»- 
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I  to  be  the  prevuling  cqnnion 
ourent  of  the  debate)  that,  should  there  be  a 
Borplns,  after  aatU^ri^  *^  clainu  of  Qooivta, 
tiiat  sDiploB  goes  to  the  Greek  Indiana,  ^™ 
farther  iM^al^ion  is  neoeaea^ ;  and  the  Ohair' 
man  of  the  Oommittee  on  udian  AfiUrs  hu 
said  aa  Mpfraptia&m  is  requisite :  thia,  I  eon- 


Bat,  as  I  design,  as  fsr  ss  praoticable^  avoidiiig 
the  sronndB  previoodj  oocapled  in  the  debate, 
on  ttie  question  of  right  in  the  dtitens  of  the 
State  of  Qeorgia,  m7  remarks  will  be  bat  few, 
and  intended  more  to  show  the  committee  the 
gioands  on  wbioh  mj  own  conolnaions  have 
been  arriTed  at,  thsn  with  a  view  to  oocvinoe 
others.  I  shall  not,  therefore^  advert  at  all  to 
the  treaties  of  1790,  1796,  and  1802,  nor  to  any 
other  than  the  treat;  of  1831,  entered  into  at 
the  Indian  Bprings,  between  Uie  Creek  nation 
of  Indians,  and  ^e  United  States,  with  the  as- 
sent of  the  State  of  Georgia.  What  were  tbe 
considerations  that  led  to  the  formation  of  ttiat 
tre^  t  Tbose  of  the  United  States  were  to 
eztingnish  the  Indian  title  to  luids  in  Geoi^ia, 
in  pnrsaaooe  of  the  oompsot.  of  1809 ;  those  oa 
tbe  part  of  the  Indian  nation  were  to  obtun  a 
valoaUe  consideration  for  that  which  was  in 
fact  bat  of  little  valne  to  them,  to  gratifr  the 
wishes  of  the  Oovemmen^  and  to  satiafj  tbe 
dwma  of  Georgisi.  The  item  in  the  treat; 
which  now  olums  our  attention  gives  plunl; 
the  reasons  that  inflnenoed  Qeorgia:  the; 
were,  to  obtain  fhU  iodenmitj  for  losses  long 
since  snstained  b;  her  citizens  hj  Indian  ag- 
gressions. To  compass  these  ends,  the  Indians, 
for  soofa  considerations  as  the;  approved,  ceded 
minions  of  seres  of  land  to  Gorermnaat,  and 
demanded  fnll  and  flnsl  release  from  Oeoi^a 
tor  all  the  property  lost  or  destroyed  antonor 
to  1808.  These  were  ^ven.  The  United  States 
atjpnlated  that,  for  this  release,  a  som  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hondred  and  fifty  tbonsand  dollars 
■hoold  be  set  apart,  which  was  to  be  applied 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  President. 

Here,  then,  the  question  now  under  conMder- 
stitHi,  embraced  entirely  in  the  fourth  artiole  of 
the  treaty  of  1891,  presents  a  covenant,  to  Uie 
perfeeting  of  which  the  assent  of  three  parties 
was  reqt^dte,  each  acoompllshing  its  respective 
object,  and  each  obtaining  its  due  oonnderation 
Uierefor.  The  Insane,  for  their  seonrity,  re. 
m^red  and  obtained  a  full  release  from  the 
Bt«te  of  Geo^ia.  The  United  States  Govem- 
mrat,  for  ber  seonrity,  fixed  the  mazimimi  of 
two  hmidred  and  flf^  thonsond  dollars,  beyond 
wliioh  amoant  Qeorgia  should  not  go.  Geor- 
giiL,  alone,  is  left  indefinite  In  her  rights,  and 
wiui  no  secniity  for  fall  indemnity  for  her  Aill 
reUnqiuabment  Is  this  consistent  with  a  jnst 
and  ratioaal  oonstrnction  of  an  instrament 
framed  on  fair  and  open  principles  1  or,  rath- 
CTj  woold  it  not  be  considered  more  consistent 
with  both  reason  and  Jnatioe,  and  more,  too, 
ecnriatent  with  strict  legsl  prinoiplea  of  ex- 
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pounding  a  oompaot,  that,  when  a  fnll  and  am- 
ple relinqnishment  of  right  is  demanded,  an 
equally  full  and  ample  connderation  be  gifea 
for  itt  This  was  evidently  the  intention  of 
the  contracting  parties  in  this  iostanoe ;  bnt,  by 
some  means,  in  carrying  this  intention  into 
effect,  indemnity  for  destroyed  property  is  not 
admitted.  If  this  be  correct,  why  is  it  thought 
proper  to  require  that  Georgia  abonld  renn- 
qoisi  her  claim  for  "  destroyed "  property  I 
That  both  terms  were  used  to  extend,  rather 
than  to  restrict  the  righte  of  Geor^  is  evi- 
dent to  my  mind ;  and  this  conclosion  is  dear- 
ly BOstMned,  I  tbink,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
it  was  as  much  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  In- 
dian nation  that  a  relinqnisbment  for  destroyed 
tiroperty  should  be  granted  by  Georgia,  as  for 
ost  property ;  because,  by  our  previous  tresf 
ties,  property  "destroyed"  by  the  predatory 
incursions  of  tbe  Indiuis,  presented  the  same 
ground  of  claim  against  the  nation  as  for  prop- 
erty token  and  carried  away.  This  is  the  rea- 
son of  the  relinquishment :  should  it  not  be 
concluded,  then,  that  the  consideration  should 
go,  pari  pamv,  with  it  t  Nothing,  it  appears 
to  me,  can  be  more  clear.  This  point  it  ia 
wholly  useless  for  me  to  pnrsne  farther,  after 
the  able  expositions  of  uie  gentlemen  from 
Qeor^a,  (Ifr.  Wildb,)  and  the  conclusive  and 
peculiarly  apt  remarks  of  tbe  gentiemon  from 
PennsylTanU,  (Mr.  BuTKZELiin),)  who  bss  Jnst 
addressed  the  committee. 

Bat  another  position  is  taken  by  the  Obair- 
man  of  the  Committee,  (Mi.  UcLiitur,)  which, 
tboogh  he  does  not  fUly  give  his  assent  to,  yet 
dearly  leaves  the  impression  that  it  is  not  marked 
for  his  opposition ;  and  that  is,  that  the  Indians 
are  entitled  to  the  suiplus  of  the  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  after  the  satisfaction 
of  Georgia.  To  this  I  have  no  objection  to 
yield  him  m;  assent;  if  the  sum  stipulated 
formed  a  portion  of  the  oonsideration  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Indian  right  to  the  soil,  then  I 
wonld  say^  in  law  they  are  entitled  to  it,  if 
this  intention  is  not  folly  secured  by  the  terms 
of  the  compact ;  but  tliat  it  is  evident  that,  with 
this  surplus  added  to  the  sums  paid  by  tbe 
United  States,  it  falls  short  of  tbe  value  of  the 
acquisition  from  the  Indians,  I  would  say  that 
equity-  would  qipeal  most  powerfoUy  in  their 
behaEF.  Bnt  tbe  ohaiiman'e  porition  is,  that  in 
this  matter  the  Indians  have  their  rights:  and, 
without  their  voice  being  heard,  we  hafe  not 
thepower  to  take  steps  or  prescribe  meosnres. 

This  brings  np  the  important  and  unsettied. 

Erinciple  of  the  powers  and  rights  pertaining, 
y  the  principles  of  onr  Government,  to  the 
Indian  tribes  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the 
States  of  this  Confederacy.  I  am  glad,  sir, 
that  this  question  is  raised ;  tboogh  this  is 
more  properly  a  question  of  claim  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  obligation  of  Congress  to  allow 
it  on  the  other  yet,  as  it  is  presented,  I  will 
meet  it.  Therefore  I  claim  the  farther  indnl- 
genoe  of  this  committee,  while  I  pve  fblly 
my  views  npon  this  branch  of  tlie  qneetiiHi. 
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Hotigb  I  give  no  sanctioii  to  the  idea  of  the 
oblig&torj  foroe  of  Indlao  treAtdes,  there  are 
Ktme  here  who  reepeot  litem,  and  emphatioallf 
«Sx  to  them  all  the  foroe  of  the  moat  grave 
natiouAl  compact  between  civilized  nations. 
To  thia  point,  therefore,  I  olfum  jonr  indnJ- 
genoe ;  it  is  dne,  eir,  because,  saoh  has  been  the 
praotice  of  this  Oovemment  on  this  queetion, 
based  on  error,  as  I  conceive,  that  it  now  pre- 
sents the  most  difBoolt  and  intricate  qneation 
that  now  comes  l>efore  Oongress;  even  more 
complicated  than  onr  whole  fabric  of  foreign 
relations,  and  more  difficult  of  control  than  anj 
other  of  onr  home  sfFairs.  In  entering  npon 
the  examination  of  a  question  of  this  charao- 
ter,  if  I  were  disposed,  I  could  not  restrun  the 
ourrent  of  tbongnt  that  carries  tne  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  number  and  condition  of  this 
people,  when  the  will  of  Divine  Providence 
gave  foothold  to  civilization  on  this  hemi- 
sphere. It  is  difficult  to  concave  of  a  stato  of 
greater  independence  than  tbej  ei^ojed ;  and 
though  the  state  of  their  benighted  minds  pre- 
vented them  from  the  enjoyment  of  that  hap- 
K~  MM  that  nature's  bounty  presented,  yet  we 
ow  that,  if  climate  the  most  benign,  and  soil 
of  the  most  fertile  character,  could  render  mv- 

iage  happiness  complete,  theirs  was  so — a  peo- 
lie  whose  nnmbers,  to  use  their  own  figurative 
angnage,  were  equal  to  the  leaves  of  their  own 
impenetrable  forests,  roaming  over  a  continent 
extending  tbrongh  frigid,  temperate,  and  torrid 
sones,  now  to  mmiaiehed  that  the  limits  of  a 
single  connb7,  nay,  town,  wonld  aSbrd  them 
ample  room  and  ample  sustenance.  Oau  the' 
Inquiry  be  reetr^ed,  how  these  things  aret 
Whether  they  result  from  the  policy  of  the  civ- 
ilised Qovemmenfs  which  have  controlled  their 
destiny ;  or  whether  they  be  from  the  high  and 
inscrut&ble  scarce  of  all  good  and  all  power 
over  the  deeds  and  actions  of  men  I  Be  these 
things  as  they  may,  the  fact  is,  and  to  onr 
eenses  it  bears  actual  attestation,  that  their 
numbers  have  dwindled  to  nothing  ■  and  though 
millions  have  been  expended  in  ameliorating 
th^  condition,  by  the  introduction  among 
them  of  the  arts  and  habits  of  civilized  life, 
yet,  if  possible,  they  are  less  happy,  more 
wretchedly  poor,  and  equally  aa  savage,  as  at 
the  day  of  the  landing  of  the  pilgrims,  now 
two  centuries  gone  by.  To  the  phUanthropist 
these  conuderations  are  ^ught  with  pain ;  and 
to  the  statesman,  whose  contemplations  are  di- 
rected to  improve  the  condition  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  his  fellow-beings,  there  Is  bnt 
little  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  repose,  or  to 
sweeten  the  draught  of  approbation,  presented 

Kthe  oonBoioosness  of  having  deserved  it. 
trace,  however,  the  whole  tram  of  pnbUo  or 
poliljcal  acts,  intended  to  operate  upon  this 
people,  tram  the  earliest  period  of  onr  settle- 
ment among  them,  or  to  examine  the  various 
ideas  of  what  was  conmdered  aa  belonging  to 
their  rights  and  privileges,  through  the  differ- 
ent B^  of  our  people  to  the  present  day ;  to 
note  Oieir  matatirau  for  oondemnation  or  ap- 
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proval,  though  most  ample  and  interesting  edV 
jeota  in  themselves ;  doea  not  come  fully  within 
the  scope  of  my  present  purpose.  One  main 
object  I  have  ia  view,  as  remarked  in  the  out- 
set, is,  to  trace  the  extent  of  the  power  of  t2ie 
General  Government  over  this  people ;  to  that 
end,  considerable  detail  will  be  found  to  cum- 
ber my  remarks,  and  no  anfrequent  reference^ 
of  course,  to  early  doonmentB,  now  forming  a 
portion  of  the  archivea  of  this  nation. 

Though  it  is  not  in  the  memory  of  any  man 
that  now  lives,  yet  it  seems  green  to  the  recol- 
lection of  us  all,  so  minute  is  the  detail  of  his- 
tory— and  even  the  tales  told  by  tradition  yet 
live  among  us — how  our  forefiithers  treated  the 
wild  savage  of  America  on  their  first  liuii<ing 
and  establishing  a  home  among  them,  that 
what  we  now  know  to  be  facts,  not  to  be  qnes- 
tioned  or  contested,  might,  in  other  times,  nave 
been  considered  fables  creat«d  by  the  ingeni- 
ons,  or  the  fictions  of  fancy.  Oomd  it  be  cred- 
ited, in  times  long  unce  gone  by,  that  the  wild, 
ancnltivated  savages  of  the  desert,  among  wh<»i 
the  lights  of  science  and  civilization  neveo' 
beamed,  at  their  first  interview  with  civilised 
man,  showed  an  innate  principle  of  hospitality, 
and  manifested  some  of  (he  finer  traits  of  the 
human  heart,  which  have  wholly  disappeared 
since  their  communion  and  constant  InterconrM 
with  the  leamed,  powerfol,  and  virtuous  Euro- 
pean, for  more  than  two  centuries  I  Neverthe- 
less, we  know  this  to  be  the  fact ;  and  that  the 
mass  of  that  species  of  our  being  has  oontinaed 
to  grow  worse ;  and  that,  instep  of  learning  of 
na  our  virtnes,  they  have  cultivated  onr  vices; 
and  that  the  means  ore  most  amply  aSbrded  by 
ourselves,  of  their  most  folly  giving  nurture  to^ 
and  the  practice  o^  all  that  are  the  moat  debas- 
ing and  abject  in  the  human  character.  It  is  & 
consideration  worthy  and  proper  to  be  investi- 
gated, then,  in  whose  hands  are  placed  their 
government  and  control ;  and,  if  we  find  these 

nerly  placed,  to  see  if  they  be  not  moat 
y  abased.  To  the  ascertainment  of  this 
point  I  will  recur  to  the  principles  of  the  firat 
founders  of  the  ancient  English  oolonies ;  and 
though  I  may  be  told  that  this  took  place  ia 
days  of  religions  bigotry  and  enthusiasm,  that 
made  Omnipotence  itself  partial,  asd  therefore 
unjoat,  I  thmk  something  may  be  drawn  that 
will  have  aome  beariog  on  this  qneation ;  and 
to  say  that  what  was  done  in  the  days  of  Janes 
the  Beoond,  of  England,  wsa  the  reaolt  of  im- 
becility, will  not  be  a  suffioient  refutation,  of 
the  a^oment  I  claim  to  be  based  upon  the 
usages  of  that  day.  The  principle,  then,  I  pre- 
sume, la  not  now  to  be  contested,  that,  on  the 
discovery  of  this  continent,  although  it  was 
peopled  with  myriads  of  Indiana,  it  was  claimed 
by  the  civilised  power  making  snoh  diaoovray, 
by  the  right  of  discovery,  and  that  ri^t  was 
afterwards  suatfuned  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net ;  and  according  to  the  principles  of  all  tbtt 
Governments  among  which  the  whole  conti- 
nent, north  and  soutn,  was  partitioned,  the  soil 
was  clamed,  and  that  right  was  not  only  ta~ 
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(breed  by  power,  bat  it  was  &ctiuJ1j  BancCiuiied 
and  rappw^  bj  the  jtu  goitiutn.  the  law  of 
natJona,  then  governing  and  controlUng  the  dv- 
iliz«d  world;  and,  in  the  aequel,  though  we 
daim  to  b&Te  advanced  in  liberal  priDoiplefi  far 
beyond  those  of  two  centuries  gone  by,  I  think 
I  will  be  able  to  abow  that  sacb  is  now  the 
code  of  moral  principle,  Uie  now  national  law, 
which  eontrolB  the  actions  of  nationa  even  to 
tbiaday. 

By  reoarring,  Uien,  to  oar  earliest  history, 
Ts  find  that,  thondi  we  found  titis  continent 
peopled,  we  Bcropled  not  to  take  lands,  on 
wlueh  w«  founded  the  homes  that  now  extend 
through  and  cover  the  whole  of  our  limits. 
The  modes  resorted  to,  to  prevent  embarrass- 
moit  and  diffionlly  with  the  natives,  were  vari- 
ous; thorn  used  by  the  Crowns  were  bribes 
and  intimidatdona — those  used  by  the  individn- 
ala,  were  frauds  and  present*.  I  use  these 
tenos  intentionally,  because  these  are  the  terms 
now  BO  f«iniiiar  in  cauvassing  tbis  sabject  at 
this  day ;  and  althongh,  in  the  history  of  the 
limes  to  which  we  have  to  reoor,  these  terms 
are  not  used,  yet  it  ia  quite  easy  to  perceive 
that  what  was  then  done  was  qnite  luce  nnt« 
what  is  done  now.  So  early  as  the  year  1665, 
we  find  that  actual  difficulties  bad  token  pkoe 
between  indiridnals  and  the  natives,  by  reason 
of  purchases  made  of  l^^^wnT  of  the  same  lands 
bj  different  persons. 

The  fact  of  a  controversy  of  this  character 
provea  that  Individuals  possessed  the  power  and 
right  to  make  such  purchases  as  tney  might 
think  proper,  I^  however,  other  proof  is  re- 
qnired,  we  have  it  by  reoarring  to  the  procla- 
mation of  October  7,  1733,  in  which  this  right 
is  expressly  reooguiied  as  having  formerly  ex- 
isted, but  from  that  date  to  be  abrogated,  and 
retained  to  tiie  Grown,  Before  farther  refer- 
ence to  this  proclamation,  I  will  remark  that 
the  principles  tbarwn  developed,  be  they  what 
they  may,  are  not  firom  the  fanaticism  of 
Jameo,  bnt  from  the  more  able  and  more  im- 
poeing  House  of  Brunswick.  As  above  re- 
marked, I  will  here  observe,  that  the  acouisi- 
tion  of  Indian  territory,  from  tJie  days  of  the 
[^■^'"g  of  onr  fathers  at  Jamestown  or  Fly- 
moBtli,  np  to  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  be- 
longed ezclndvely  to  individaals  of  the  differ- 
ent aetUemeata  or  colonies,  or  to  Govemora,  or 
other  f onctionaries ;  and  as  all  tbe  land  was 
called  and  admitted  to  be  crown  lands  so  soon 
as  reduced  to  the  possession  of  a  white  man, 
DO  matter  by  what  means,  the  charge  of  qnit- 
rent  accrued,  and  the  same  charges  (all  being 
very  limited)  in  favor  of  the  Crown,  that  were 
aotoally  exacted,  when  the  mode  of  acquiring 
pooacsaion  of  Indian  lands  was  changed  oy  tbe 
proeiaaiatioa  of  17S3. 

One  eonuderation  must  not  be  here  omitted, 
and  that  ia,  the  naeoa  asugned  for  causing  this 
change  in  Qm  mode  of  acqiuruig  Indian  lands. 
In  all  tbe  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  oollecL 
it  is  stated  to  result  from  the  evil  practices  of 
tJM  TfiiiijiM   ]]|  Milling^  more  than  onoc^  the 


same  lands ;  and  to  prevent  the  contests  that 
necessarily  followed  such  transactions,  it  was 
proper  that  greater  publicity  and  formatitf 
should  attend  snch  purcbasee. 

In  an  early  history  of  New  York,  this  Ian' 
Kuage  is  used :  "  The  strength  and  numbers  of 
Uie  natives  rendered  it  necessary  to  purchase 
their  rights ;  and  to  prevent  their  frequent  aeH-' 
ing  the  same  tract,  it  was  expedient  that  the 
bargun  should  be  attended  with  some  consid- 
erable solemnity."  So  early,  therefore,  aa 
1505,  the  Qovemor  of  that  province  interdict- 
ed individual  purchaa^  and,  with  but  littie  in- 
terruption, this  practice  oontinaed  until  the 
enforoementof  the  king's  proclamation  in  1768.  . 
From  this,  I  desire  that  it  should  be  kept  in 
mind  that,  in  the  formation  of  oar  colonial 
Governments,  under  the  British  Grown,  the 
right  first  existed  in  the  people,  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity,  of  purchasing  Indian  rights ; 
after,  beoanse  it  was  found  the  more  expeaient, 
the  power  of  purchasing  these  rights  was 
claimed  and  controlled  by  the  Crown  itself 
Hence  the  origin  of  treaty-making ;  thonich  it 
most  here  be  remarked,  uiat  tbe  some  solem-  - 
nity  of  ratiScation  was  not  deemed  neoessary 
as  attended  these  acts  with  nations  of  the  Old 
World,  or  at  least  such  point  is  not  affirmative- 
ly sustained  by  British  history. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  more  partien- 
larly  King  Qeorge's  proclamation  in  1768.  The 
whole  clause  on  this  point  I  will  here  intro- 
dace:  "And  whereas  great  frauds  and  abuses 
have  been  committed  in  purchasing  lands  of 
the  Indians,  to  the  great  prqjadice  of  onr  inter- 
ests^ and  to  the  great  dissatififaction  of  the  said 
Indians;  in  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  such 
irregularities  for  tbe  fatnre^  and  to  the  end  that 
the  Indians  may  bo  convinced  of  onr  Jnsljoe 
and  determined  resolution  to  remove  til.  rea- 
sonable canse  of  discontent,  we  do,  with  the 
advioe  of  our  privy  council,  atricUy  et^join  and 
require,  that  no  private  person  do  presume  to 
mase  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians,  of 
any  land  reserved  to  the  said  Indiana  within 
those  parts  of  onr  colonies  where  we  have 
thought  proper  to  allow  settiement;  but  that 
if,  at  any  time,  any  of  the  sdd  Indians  should 
be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  s^d  landa,  the 
same  shall  be  purchased  only  for  us,  and  in  onr 
name,  at  aome  public  meeting  or  assembly  of 
the  sdd  Indians,  to  be  hold  for  that  pnrpose  by 
the  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  our 
ooloniet  respectively,  within  which  they  shall 
lie ;  and  in  case  they  shall  lie  within  the  limita 
of  any  proprietaries,  conformable  to  such  di- 
rections and  instructions  as  we  or  they  shall 
think  proper  to  give  for  that  purpose,"  This 
is  in  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
Ko  comment,  therefore,  is  necessary.  Bat  a 
ungle  point  will  here  be  noticed,  therefore; 
that  is,  the  language  used  in  designating  the 
lands  individuafa  were  prohibited  from  pur- 
diasing :  "  No  private  peraon  do  presume  to 
make  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians,  of 
any  land  reserved  to  the  said  Indians."    liod 
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reserved  to  the  eilA  Indians.  Bj  irhom  re- 
■etred  !  By  the  power  that  oWmed  the  whole 
Boi] — the  British  Orown.  If,  at  this  day,  a 
prior  right  was  acknowledged  to  have  existed 
ID  the  lodians,  it  needed  no  reservation  on  the 
part  of  the  Grown  to  give  title  to  the  lands  on 
.  which  they  were  fonna,  when  the  lands  them- 
selves were  found.  Bat  I  need  not  waste  time 
in  the  discossion  of  a  question  so  abundantly 
■natained  by  the  authors  on  National  Law  in 
all  civilized  nationa,  and  by  snch  nations  so  on- 
deviatingly  pn>SDed  in  practice,  as  the  oondnct 
toward,  and  the  right  belonging  to,  a  savege 
people,  inhabiting  a  portion  of  the  earth  newly 
aiMravered  by  a  civilized  nation.  Nor  need  I 
here  reonr  to  the  great  principle  emanating 
from  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  that  gave 
this  globe  to  man.  that  the  earth  should,  by  his 
powers  and  intelligence,  be  replenished  and 
subdued.  Nor  is  It  neoessarj  to  create  and 
discuss  abstract  questions,  now  easy  of  soln- 
tion,  bnt  which,  in  times  only  a  few  centuries 
past,  afforded  difficulties  insnnnoantable  to  the 
moat  learned  and  able  statesman,  as  well  as 
the  most  intelligent  and  pious  philanthropist. 
Whether  our  forefathers,  by  the  law  of  man  or 
Qod,  could  claim  the  soil  of  the  American  con- 
tinent, or  not,  is  not  now  material  to  our  pnr- 
poee.  It  is  enough  for  ns  that  they  dia  so 
clum  it ;  and  that,  whatever  rights  were  ad- 
silttad  to  the  natives,  were  the  result  of  policy 
or  clemency.  Nor  shall  I  Inquire  how  far  the 
tme  Christian  fdth,  and  the  refined  philoeophy 
of  onr  day,  will  eanse  ns  to  execrate  the  deeds 
of  those  who  braved  the  ocean's  tempest  en- 
dured the  privations,  nay,  the  famines  of  an 
tmcnlUvatea  wilderness,  and  resisted  with  suc- 
cess the  unbridled  fary  of  a  savage  people,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  empire  now  among 
the  first  on  the  earth ;  to  its  people  eitending 
greater  blessings  than  any  other ;  and  contrib- 
uting so  large  a  portion  to  the  stock  of  intelli- 
gence  and  to  the  store  of  human  comfort, 
through  the  whole  world,  as  the  present  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  does.  The  re- 
flection, however,  cannot  be  restrained,  that,  if 
these  tilings  have  been  in  violation  of  Ute 
rights  of  one  portion  of  the  human  species  by 
another,  and  that,  too,  without  the  sanction  of 
Divine  law,  where  were  the  never-sleeping 
powers  of  an  all-righteoua  and  controUing 
Power,  that  the  frail  barks  that  first  bore  civil- 
ization to  this  shore  were  not  overwhelmed  in 
the  vasty  deep  I  If  the  days  of  revealing  the . 
Dirine  will  to  man  had  not  long  since  gone  by, 
I  would  not  deem  it  impious  to  say,  that, 
through  the  whole  progress,  from  the  chime- 
ras, then  called,  of  OolombuB,  through  the 
whole  trtun  of  appalling  events  of  discovery 
voyages  and  planting  first  settlements,  down 
to  the  final  overthrow  of  British  rule  in  this 
Oonfederacyj  the  will  and  decree  of  unerring 
Proridence  is  too  palpably  Indicated  to  admit 
of  doubt.  As  these  ooucluBioDS  come  from 
sober  reflection,  in  ud  of  those  deduced  from 
tiie  governmental  decrees  of  the  day,  it  may 
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not  be  amiss  to  inquire  what  code  of  moral  or 
relipous  law  is  at  variance  with  them.  My  re- 
search enables  me  to  find  nothing  adverse  to 
my  puiYoso,  from  which  I  must  be  pardoned 
for  havmg  iu  some  degree  ^greesed.  To  re- 
turn r  my  object  is  to  ascertain  in  what  tribn- 
nal  was  vested  the  power  to  purchase  lands,  or 
make  compacts  witli  the  Indians,  prior  to  the 
independence  of  these  States.  And  I  tbtuk  it 
is  shown  that  a  power,  originally  vested  in 
every  subject  of  the  British  Crown,  passed 
from  the  suli^ect  to  the  Grown  itself;  and  the 
administering  of  that  power  was  confided  to 
the  Governors  or  Bupetint«ndentB  of  the  differ^ 
ent  colonies.  It  is  not  neoessair  here  to  reour 
to  the  various  instances  and  modes  of  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power.  The  histoir  of  the  time  is 
replete  with  examples  well  nigh  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  every  separate  colony ;  and,  although 
the  practice  attendant  on  the  treaty-making  of 
the  present  day  receives  no  such  general  con- 
demnation from  some  quarters,  yet  impartial 
examination  enables  us  to  discover  quite  clear- 
ly that  the  ceremony  and  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  land-parch  aeing  of  our  pious  fathera, 
by  the  pilgrims,  and  by  Penn  himsaUi  are  not 
only  now  imiteted,  bnt  the  very  practices  used, 
and  the  very  considerations  given,  to  indiic« 
oompliance  on  the  Indians'  part,  ere  still  most 
substantially  and  minutely  resorted  to,  in  no 
material  degree  varying  in  consequence  of  the 
change  of  the  condition  of  the  two  people. 
Ve  were  then  weak,  and  they  were  strong; 
pohcy  was  the  basis  of  our  &there'  system : 
we  are  now  strong,  and  they  are  wetd^  and 
what  was  formerly  done  from  policy,  we  now 
do  from  humanity,  or  even  from  chanty.  The 
question  here  inevitably  presents  itself^  Where 
is  now  the  power  vested  t  That  we  have 
already  traced  to  have  been  in  the  British 
Orown  anterior  to  the  revolution.  No  ques- 
tion can  arise  upon  the  assumption,  or  rather 
the  assertion,  of  the  fact,  that,  upon  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  the 
States  by  the  British  Government,  all  the 
power  passed  fh)m  the  Orown  to  the  Btat«e, 
respectively,  prior  to  the  Confederation,  lien, 
this  power  belonged  to  the  di^rent  States. 
It  is  OUT  purpose  now  to  examine  what  has 
been  done  by  the  act  of  the  Confederation.  It 
is  not  amiss  here  to  refer  somewhat  minntelj 
to  the  history  of  the  times  that  led  to  the  aaso- 
ciation  of  several  independent  Governments. 
ITSny  of  our  day  know,  of  their  own  knowl- 
edge, and  all  of  us  know  from  the  traditions  of 
our  fathera,  or  the  records  of  the  day,  that  a 
portion  of  the  sul^jects  of  the  British  Crown, 
mhabiting  colonies  under  the  royal  pateot, 
were  driven  to  demand  those  rights  which  b«- 
longed  to  British  sabjeota  bnt  were  withheld 
by  tyranny  and  abuse  of  power.  Demands 
were  unheeded,  until  they  were  sustained  by 
force.  The  bloody  contest  ensued,  which  re- 
sulted in  American  independeuoe ;  and,  as  cacJi 
oolony  had  been  aggrieved,  eaoh  colony  made 
reedstaitoe,  and  made  common  eause.    In  this 
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alliauoe,  of  coarse,  lossw  had  been  Boat^jied  is 
oomroon,  and  obligatioiu  in  common  had  also 
been  created.  Aner  the  oommeneement  of 
erariog  indepeadent  Governments,  diScnlties 
inniimenible  and  great  were  presentdd  in  devis- 
ing  means  of  recovering  from  the  losseo.  and 
of  diacbarguig  the  obligations,  nutuned  and 
crested  in  their  time  of  need.  A  recnrrenoe 
to  that  principle  which  presents  itself  in  the 
eailieet  dawning  of  human  intellect  here  pre- 
sented itself.  Association  had  been  fonnd  ne- 
oeraary  to  snccees  in  war :  association  was  con- 
sidered the  only  means  of  rastuning  present 
peace,  and  secoring  fntare  independence ; 
therefore  the  Confederao/  was  formed :  and  it 
must  be  kept  in  mind,  that,  as  resittanoe  to  a 
common  enemy  had  first  called  the  piindplee 
of  oonfederscj  into  action,  so,  to  reust  com- 
mon evils,  were  these  prindples  agwn  to  l>e  re- 
sorted to :  for,  let  it  be  rememhwed,  that,  fbr 
the  purposes  of  internal  goremment,  the  state 
Governments  were  foond  fnllj  adeqaate  for 
their  interoonrse  with  each  other ;  and,  for  the 
regnlatioD  of  external  or  foreign  concerns,  was 
the  Confederacy  resorted  to.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  this  stnpendoQs  work  were  developed 
tbe  vast  powers  of  the  minds  of  those  sages 
who  gave  bir&  to  the  instmment  which  was 
tbe  basis  on  which  rested  tbe  principles  of  our 
oompaot.  It  was  not  the  task  of  men,  forming 
a  society  for  mutnal  prot«otion  and  mntnal  de- 
fence ;  it  was  the  act  of  Governments,  of  na- 
tions, forming  a  society  for  motaal  advantage ; 
ud  the  diScoIt  task  of  tracing  the  line  which 
was  to  distingnish  the  rights  at  each  from  the 
rif^hts  of  the  whole,  was  entered  apon  withont 
a  precedent  to  guide — the  whole  civilized  world 
oppowig  many  instances  adverse,  «nd  the  na- 
tion that  we  had  resisted,  powertnl  in  means, 
and  deep  in  intrigue,  using  all  schemes  to  de- 
feat it  Thus  ent«red  onr  fathers  upon  this 
work  with  giant  minds  and  patriot  souls ;  un- 
der the  guardianship  of  Heaven,  the  work  was 
done — an  ark  of  fntore  safety  to  ourselves,  a 
stumbling-block  to  our  enemies,  and  the  admi- 
ration of  all  future  generations. 

In  the  examination  of  that  instmment  which 
is  called  the  Articles  of  Ooufederation,  we  find 
that,  smoiu;  other  things,  it  is  resolved,  that 
[Art.  fl]  "  Ko  State,  withont  the  consent  of  the 
United  Statea  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  send 
■ay  embassy  to,  or  receive  any  emiiassy  from, 
or  enter  into  any  conference,  agreement,  alli- 
ance, or  treaty,  with  any  ^11%  Prince,  or 
Btate ;  nor  shall  any  person,  holding  any  office 
of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  or 
any  cme  of  them,  accept  of  any  present,  emolu- 
raaat,  office,  or  tiUe,  of  any  kind  whatever, 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State ;  nor 
sfasll  the  United  States  In  Oongr^ss  assembled, 
or  any  one  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  no- 


tbB  States  the  power  and  right  of  holdingtrea- 
liM,  and  veated  it  solely  in  Oongreas,    This  is 


nwited ;  but  it  is  contended,  at  the  same  time. 
Uiat  that  claose  has  no  reference  to  "  Kings," 
''  Princes,"  or  "  States,"  within  the  States  of 
tlie  Oonfideracy,  but  to  "Kings,"  "Princes," 
and  "8ta(«s,"  foreign  from  our  territorial  lim- 
its, and  not  within  tne  control  and  operation  of 
onr  laws.  The  term  treaty  is  well  known  to 
all  civilized  nations,  and  carries  with  it  ideas 
well  nnderstood ;  it  is  the  highest  ^ode  of  ex- 
ercising power  that  belongs  to  mdependent 
sovereign  Governments.  A  mere  compact  be- 
tween a  Qovemment  and  any  of  ita  own  sab- 
Jeota  is  not  a  treaty :  it  mnst  be  a  compact  en- 
tered into  by  soverdm  powers,  competent  to 
act,  free  from,  and  independent  of,  the  control 
of  each  other.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  poai- 
tloq,  and  that  I  am  0f  it  were  possible  to  donht 
even)  I  could  adduce  conclusive  authority, 
there  is  no  farther  need  to  investigate  this  dd- 
^ation  of  power,  this  declaration  of  right; 
and  as  it  never  has  been  contended  that  onr 
Federal  Government  possessed  any  innate 
righta,  or  any  powers  derived  a  juro  dieino, 
bat,  on  the  contraiy,  ever  admitted,  and  most 
correctly  too,  that  ul  the  powers  and  rights  of 
the  Kational  Government  were  granted  or  con- 
ceded to  it  from  other  Government^  and  fr^m 
the  people  themselves,  to  some  other  conces- 
sion or  grout  of  power  we  must  look,  then,  to 
snstam  the  position  that  this  power  of  treaty- 
making  with  Indian  tribes  belongs  to  the  Gml- 
eral  Government.  In  continuing  our  examine 
tion  of  the  same  instrument,  (the  articles  of 
the  old  Confedoracy,)  we  find,  in  article  9,  the 
following  additional  delegation  of  powers  to 
Congress ;  "  The  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled shall  have  the  sole  and  exclu^ve 
power  imd  right  of  regulating  the  alloy  and 
value  of  coin  struck  by  their  own  authority,  or 
by  that  of  the  respective  States ;  fixing  Qie 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  throughout 
the  United  States ;  regulating  the  trade,  and 
'Pfl"BgiTTg  all  affturs,  with  luulans,  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  Statea ;  provided  that  the 
legislative  right  of  any  State,  within  ita  own 
limits,  be  not  infringed  or  violated ;  establish- 
ing and  regulating  Post-offices,"  Ac.  Need  I 
comment  on  the  principles  developed  in  thla 
clause  of  the  charter  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment !  Upon  the  subject  under  discussion, 
there  is  no  room  for  doubt — there  Is  no  room 
for  quibbling  even :  the  ^11  and  ample  power 
of  regnlotins  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
managing  sll  their  affdrs,  is  most  undoubtedly 
nven :  but  the  trade  and  affairs  of  what  In- 
diana I  No  room  to  cavil  here  is  left :  they  are 
Indians,  not  members  of  any  of  the  States. 
And  leet  some  doubt  should  here  arise,  the  ex- 
planatory proviso  is  added,  "  that  the  le^sla- 
tive  right  of  any  State,  within  ita  own  limila, 
be  not  infringed  or  violated."  Bnt  a  ungle 
moment's  examination  is  here  necessary  before 
we  proceed,  I  think  I  may  call  it  adventure,  In 
search  of  the  power  clumed  and  exercised  by 
the  National  Government 
It  is  otattended  that  this  oUase,  at  tlu  atm* 
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ttme  that  It  grants  the  power  of  regnlating  the 
iidian  affairsj  expressly  confines  and'limits  the 
exercise  of  that  power  ezclnsivelf  to  Indians 
not  within  the  limits  of  any  State;  or  etse, 
whf  contradistinguish  any  portion  of  Indians 
by  the  terms  "  not  being  members  of  any  of 
the  States  V  It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  that  it 
was  not  only  the  intention,  bnt  that  that  inten- 
tion is  most  ftilly  deyeloped,  that  the  power  of 
relating  Indian  trade,  and  managing  Indian 
atrairs,  ont  of  the  Jniisdictional  limits  of  any 
of  ti»e  States,  was  most  fnlJy  and  eicln^vely 
giTen  to  the  Confederacy ;  but  that  this  power 
Aioold  not  be  conferred  over  Indians  within 
any  State,  unless  sanctioned  by  the  legislative 
authority  of  such  State.  If  this  be  not  the 
propier  and  strictly  legal  conatniction  of  the 
whole  danse,  I  am  at  some  loss  to  know  what 
effect  to  give  to  the  proviso.  Without  this  pro- 
viso, no  matter  what  might  have  been  the  cir- 
cumatances  of  any  State,  witliin  whose  limits 
tliere  were  Indians,  there  conld  not  be  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Confederacy  with- 
ont  the  direction  and  assent  of  at  least  nine  of 
the  States ;  the  tjme  taken  in  the  procarement 
of  such  assent  might  have  been  attended  with 
important  consequences.  To  my  mind,  there- 
fore, it  appears  qnite  clear,  that,  at  the  same 
time  that  unlimited  control  was  given  over  In- 
dians oat  of  the  States,  there  should  be  a  lim- 
ited control  over  Indians  within  the  States ; 
preserving,  however,  the  fnll  and  ample  legis- 
lative Junsdiction  and  power  within  the  limits 
of  each  and  any  State.  It  is,  therefore,  evi- 
dent that,  BO  far,  we  have  not  traced  the  In- 
vestment of  thb  power  in  Congress ;  bat,  if 
our  former  position  was  correct,  tliat  the  whole 
power  of  the  Bridsh  Crown  passed  to  the 
States,  respectively,  we  contend,  that,  as  I 
have  shown  yon,  this  power  of  parchasing 
lands  and  regulating  Indian  concerns,  belonged 
to  tlie  Crown,  and  that  it  passed  from  thence 
into  each  of  the  States ;  and,  inasmuch  as  all 
power  which  belongs  to  the  National  Govern- 
ment springs  from  grants  and  ooncessions  made 
by  these  States,  and  as  it  cannot  be  shown 
that,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  this 
power  was  not  granted  or  conceded,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  expressly  retdned  to  each  State 
of  which  Indians  were  members,  I  mast  main- 
tain the  ground  that,  prior,  and  subsequent  to, 
the  Confederation,  tne  power  of  regulating  In- 
dian affairs,  and  pnrchasing  Indian  lands,  be- 
longed, exclusively,  to  the  State  within  whose 
limits  Indians  were. 

The  next  step,  in  the  investigation  of  this 
subject,  1  propose  to  take,  is  the  examination 
of  the  different  sorrenderH  of  the  waste  lands, 
bj  the  different  States,  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; and  to  see  if  any  power  was  conveyed 
or  relinquished  to  the  Ifaticmal  Government, 
whioh  impaired  or  lessoned  the  powers  retained 
to  the  States.  I  have  before  observed,  that,  in 
the  common  cause  against  the  common  enemy, 
obligations  were  created,  which,  upon  the  es- 
tabushment  of  peace,  It  was  umversally  con- 
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ceded  should  be  borne  in  common.  Ab  this 
led  to  the  fonnation  of  a  National  Government; 
to  regalate  commerce,  and  to  secnre  the  collec- 
tion of  customs  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  policy 
dictated  a  surrender  of  property  whi^  thongh 
claimed  by  a  few,  had  been  protected  and  de- 
fended by  the  whole.  We  see  the  State  of 
Virginia,  with  a  magnanimity  only  equalled  by 
her  own  patriotiam,  making  the  greatest  sacrifice 
upon  this  altar  of  her  common  country — her 
charter,  the  first  and  the  greatest,  embracing 
within  its  limits  the  whole  Northwestern  terri- 
tory— reserving  to  her  own  State  troiqw  the 
pledges  already  made  in  Uiese  lends,  the  whole 
Deaide  was  freely  given — embradng,  now,  the 
Stat«8  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  North 
Carolina  snrrendered  the  State  of  Tennessee 
npon  like  condition.  To  prevent  future  embar- 
rassment each  State  that  set  up  any  clum  to 
any  of  those  waste  lands  made  a  relinquiah- 
ment  to  the  United  Statee.  Afterwards  Oeor- 
(^a  sold  her  cidm,  from  the  Cbatahooohie  to 
the  Uississippi  Kiver. 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  eiamination  of 
me  of  the  conditions  of  those  grants;  and 
the  first  I  shall  notice  is  that  of  the  great  State 
of  New  York,  Her  cession  was  accepted  in 
1781 ;  and,  after  reciting  the  principles  and 
policy  which  induced  the  sorrender  on  bee 
part,  which  were  wholly  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral interest,  the  following  are  the  main  condi- 
tions on  her  part  exacted.  After  defining  her 
limits,  it  follows :  "  And  we  do  by  these 
presents,  In  the  name  of  the  people,  and  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  trust  committed  to 
ns  by  the  stud  act  and  commission,  cede,  trans- 
fer, and  forever  relinquish,  to  and  for  the  only 
nse  and  benefit  of  Bncn  of  the  States  as  are.  or 
shall  become,  parties  to  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation, alt  the  right,  title,  interest,  jnrisdio- 
tion,  and  claim,  of  t£e  sdd  State  of  New  Yort 
to  tdl  lands  and  territories  to  the  northward 
and  westward  of  the  bonndaries  to  which  the 
sud  State  is  in  manner  aforesaid  limited  and 
'estricted ;  and  to  be  granted,  disposed  of,  and 
appropriated,  in  such  maimer  only  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  or  Confederated  States 
shall  order  and  direct."  The  terms  of  this  ces- 
sion are  dear  and  intelligible ;  the  whole  tide 
and  jurisdiction  to  all  lands  presumed  to  be 
within  her  charter,  beyond  the  western  and 
irthem  limits,  then  defined  and  established, 
e  fully  and  completely  conveyed  to,  and  vest- 
ed in,  the  Congress  of  the  United  or  Confeder- 
ated States,  to  De  by  said  Congress  disposed  of 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  such  States,  and 
such  alone  as  became,  or  were,  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. Here  it  is  evident  that  all  the  power 
and  right  that  formerly  pertained  to  New  York 
over  this  whole  territory,  and,  of  course,  all 
who  dwelt  thereon,  is  transferred  and  conveyed 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  But 
this  transfer,  it  is  evident,  only  extends  to  the 
territory  surrendered ;  nothiogof  her  right  and 
jnriBdictJos  to  that  portirai  rebdned,  and  ooit- 
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stitDting  tbe  State,  ib  at  all  Impaired ;  bnt,  on 
the  eoabnry,  the  vary  act  of  BDrrender  and  ac- 
eeptanoe  establishes  Uiem  bejond  qDestlon. 
New  York,  then,  b;  her  BUTrender  of  vacant 
territory,  lost  no  power  or  right  over  her  own 
soil  and  the  people  thereon,  li^  tlierefore,  that 
Btate  has  lost  any  thing  of  her  fuU  and  oom- 
plete  sorereignty,  it  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  Arti- 
dea  of  Gonfedention  alone,  np  to  the  period 
we  are  now  infestisating. 

The  next  I  shaU  proceed  to  is  the  State  of 
Yirginia:  Her  session  was  made  in  ITM.  I 
will  here  give  the  language  by  which  the  pow- 
ers Tested  in  her  delegates  were  granted,  yiz. ; 
"  To  convey,  transfer,  assign,  and  make  over, 
nnto  the  United  States 


for  the  benefit  of  the  sud  States,  all  right,  title, 
and  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  jnrisdictton,  which 
this  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory  or 
tract  of  conntry  within  the  limits  of  the  Vir- 
ginia charter,  situate,  lying,  and  being  to  the 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio ;  snbjeet  to  Uie  terms 
and  oonditjons  contained  in  the  before  recit«d 
act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  day  of  September 
last;  that  is  to  say,  npon  condition  that  the 
territory  so  ceded  riiall  be  huA  out  and  formed 
into  States,  containing  a  sniCable  extent  of  ter- 
ritory,  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  square,  or  as 
near  thereto  as  circnmstanoes  wiU  admit ;  and 
that  the  States  so  formed,  shaU  be  distinct  Be- 
pnblicsB  States,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sov- 
weignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  States."  Then  follow  sundry  conditions : 
expenses  for  defending  the  snrrendered  terri 
tory,  confirmations  of  the  lands  claimed  and 
settled  by  the  French,  a  special  grant  to  Clarke's 
re^ment  and  military  reservations,  and  con- 
dudes  :  "  That  all  the  lands  within  the  terri- 
tory so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  re- 
■erved  for,  or  t4>propriated  to,  aaj  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  parposee,  or  disposed  of  in 
boanties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  common 
fond,  for  the  nae  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States,  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  Al- 
liance of  the  sfud  States,  Virginia  inclosive,  ao- 
oonling  to  their  nsnal  respective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  eipenditnre,  and  shall 
be  foitbfolly  and  bOTia  fids  disposed  of  for  that 
porpoM,  and  for  no  other  nse  or  purpose  what- 

Afterwards,  in  1788,  the  reaervation  in  re- 
spect to  the  limits  of  the  States  to  be  formed 
(rf  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  re- 
commended for  alteration  by  Congress,  and  ao- 
eeded  to,  in  1788,  by  Virghiia,  This,  then, 
constitates  the  whole  of  the  snrrender  of  Vir- 
ginia, embracing,  In  fbtl  and  clear  terms,  the 
conntry  surrendered,  the  extent  of  the  stin-en- 
der,  and  the  purposes  of  that  surrender.  The 
conntry  surrendered,  now  composes  the  States 
of  Ohia  Indiana,  and  lUinois ;  and  liie  pnr- 
poaai  of  the  enirender  were  for  the  bweflt  of 


the  whole  Federal  AlUanoe ;  the  extent  of  the 
surrender  covered  the  whole  nn^imn^ated 
soil  and  the  entire  pnriadiction,  veetui^  of 
course,  all  the  right  Virginia  had  in  the  soil,  in 
the  United  States,  and  transferring  all  herjima- 
diction,  indirect  and  collateral,  to  the  United 
States.  Here,  as  in  the  State  of  Kew  Tork,  no 
right  or  Jurisdiction  to  the  retained  limits  of 
Virginia  is  impaired,  or  in  any  manner  trans- 
ferred ;  the  whole  transfer  is  confined  to,  and 
limited  by,  tie  territory  surrendered.  In  the 
case  of  Virginia  an  important  condition  is  an- 
nexed to  the  transfer,  and  that  is,  that,  of  the 
territory  surrendered,  a  certain  number  of 
States  should  be  formed,  which  States  should 
be  "  distinct  republican  States,  and  admitted 
members  of  the  Federal  Union ;  having  the 
same  rights  of  soTcreignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  other  States." 

The  States,  therefore,  admitted  into  the  Fed- 
eral Allianoe  within  this  ceded  territory,  must 
have  the  same  rights  of  soTereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence  as  the  other  States,  (as  Vir- 
ginia,) who  snrrendered  th^  soil,  had,  or  aa 
the  whole  of  the  States,  who  received  the  sur- 
render, had.  Virfpnia  retained  all  her  sover- 
eignty and  juriedictJoD  over  her  own  limlta  en- 
tirely unimpaired,  aave  onlj  in  the  conceasiona 
made  by  the  ArtLoIes  of  Confederation.  How 
can  the  States  adnutted  into  the  Union  under 
Virginia's  surrender  come  into  the  alliance 
with  impaired  powers  or  limited  rights  t  It  is 
contended  that  thev  have  not 

Afterwards,  in  1786,  Haasaehnsetta  made  her 
surrender;  and  in  1786,  Connecticut  made 
heiB ;  in  both  Inatanoea,  in  the  terms  and  on 
the  conditions  of  the  surrender  of  New  York. 
In  1800,  Oonneotiont  surrendered  her  Western 
reserve.  In  I'TST,  South  Carolina  made  her 
cession,  with  the  magnanimity  that  has  ever 
oharactericed  her  public  acta,  when  her  oonn- 
try's  weal  was  in  question,  without  price  or  re- 
ward, in  terms  as  foUows :  "  Do  by  these  pree- 
enta,  asffign,  transfer,  quit-ol^m,  cede,  and 
convey  to  the  United  States  of  AmerictL  for 
their  benefit,  South  Carolina  inolosive.  all  the 
rk;ht,  titie,  interest,  jurisdiction,  and  clainL 
whioii  the  State  of  South  OaroUna  hath  in  ana 
to  the  before  mentioned  and  described  territory 
or  tract  of  ooontry,"  Ac.  In  179(^  Nwth  Car- 
olina made  her  oeseion ;  and,  aa  reaaona  that 
induced  to  it,  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
and  preserving  the  narmony  of  the  Obufederaoy 
are  enumerated,  and  the  oesidon  made,  after 
stating  the  oonditiona,  of  which  are  the  raeei^ 
vation  of  bounty  lands,  the  protection  of  the 
people  surrendered,  Ac.,  the  cession  then  fbl- 
iQWB :  "  Do,  by  these  presents,  convey,  asrign, 
and  set  over,  unto  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, for  the  benefit  of  the  said  States  Nortb 
Carolina  inclusive,  all  right,  title,  and  claim, 
which  the  said  State  hath  to  the  eovereignty 
and  territory  of  the  lands  situated,"  &c,  &o. 
Here  it  ia  to  be  observed,  that  the  sovereigntj 
is  only  surrendered  over  the  territory  snn«n- 
dered,  impalrinfs,  in  no  degree,  either  the  bot- 
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«reigntf,  or  right  of  aoQ  in  the  States  making 
Bach  mrrenderfl. 

The  next  and  last  to  be  exumned  is  the  oes- 
rion  of  Geor^o,  in  180S,  bj  on  actual  eompaet 
with  the  United  States.  The  whole  t«rriton- 
west  of  the  Ohatahooohie  to  the  Misnsn^i, 
now  including  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Hia- 
rissippi,  was,  by  this  cession,  transferred  from 
Georgia  to  tiie  United  Stat«s :  and  the  condi- 
tions now  proper  to  be  notioed  are  as  follows : 
The  Dement,  ont  of  the  proceeds  of  the  salea 
of  the  lands  enrrendered  to  Georgia,  of  one 
Bullion  and  a  half  of  dollars;  oertun  land 
claima  to  be  oonflrmed ;  tbe  lands  snirendered 
to  oonstitnte  a  common  fbnd ;  and  that  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  still  remfuning  within 
the  retained  limits  of  Georgia  to  be  exti^rnish- 
ed,  at  tlie  coat  and  expense  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  "  the  territory  thus  ceded 
shall  form  a  State,  and  be  admitted,  as  sncb, 
Into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain  sixty 
thonsand  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period, 
if  Oongreas  shall  think  it  expedient,  with  the 
same  privileges,  and  in  the  ssme  manner  as  is 
proTided  In  the  ordinance  of  Oongresa,  of  the 
thirteenth  day  of  Jnly,  one  thoosond  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seyfoi,  for  the  Goremment 
of  the  Northwestern  teriitory  of  the  United 
States;  which  ordinanoe  ihall,  in  all  its  parts, 
extend  to  the  t«rritory  contained  in  the  present 
act  of  cesnon,  that  article  only  excepteo  which 
forbids  slavery." 

Thus,  it  will  be  obserred,  that,  so  late  as  the 
year  180S,  It  was  deemed  pnq>er  to  stipulate, 
by  actual  covenant^  that  the  OoTemment  of 
t£e  United  States  should  extinguish  the  whole 
Indian  title  of  one  of  the  8tat«s,  at  the  sctnal 
cost  and  expense  of  the  Genersl  Qoremment ; 
and  the  execntioo  of  this  condition  is  secured, 
by  making  it  one  of  the  consideratjons  of  the 
surrender  of  an  extensive  tract  of  waste  land. 
Qeon^  has  gurrendered  the  soil,  territory  and 
Jarisdiotion,  of  the  States  of  Uissisaippi  and  Al- 
abama, to  the  General  GoTemmenL  So  far, 
then.  Ukis  places  this  portion  of  country  in  the 
precise  rituation  of  the  Northweetera  territory 


government  of  that  territory  shall  not  be  here 
enforced,  viz :  the  article  prohibiUng  slavery. 
Is  there  any  thing  to  be  deduced  from  the  sur- 
renders, on  the  psrt  of  the  different  States, 
whiob  I  have  here  thought  proper,  at  scone 
length,  to  introduoe,  favorable  to  the  treaty- 
maKiog  policy  of  the  General  Government  with 
our  Indian  tribes  I  On  the  oontraiy,  I  think 
it  is  oonclusivd^  shown,  that,  in  every  Instanoe, 
except  one,  this  whole  matter  is  exclusively 
retsined  la  the  States  rrmfcing  the  surrenders. 
That  exception  is  in  the  esse  of  Georgia ;  and 
the  extingQishment  of  her  Indian  title  is  goor- 
■tttied.  Indeed,  no  one  will  contend  that,  if 
any  thiiiK  is  granted  by  the  surrenders,  it  Is  not 

rper  tihat  the  thing  grouted  should  actually 
expressed  in  the  smrender;  nor  can  any 
contend  that  any  thing  is  ^ven  np  by  the  but- 
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render  that  ia  not  embraoed  in  it.  Therefore, 
in  evety  instance,  the  whole  of  the  terms  of  the 
surrender  are  applied  eicloMvely  to  the  coun- 
try nurendered.  The  country,  therefore,  le- 
tamed,  either  in  government,  soil,  or  juriadio- 
tjon,  is  in  DO  degree  affected. 

I  ttdnk  I  have  shown  that  anterior  to  titese 
several  Bnrrenders,  so  far  as  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  went,  the  power  of  controlling 
this  Hnbject  belonged  excloaively  to  the  severj 
States.  If  it  belonged  to  the  State*  orinnally 
members  of  the  Confederacy,  it  oertaiiuy  be- 
longed, in  the  same  manner,  to  the  Stales  sub- 
sequently admitted  into  that  Confederacy. 
But  it  may  be  said  that  the  States  subseqnently 
admitted  were  admitted  upon  certain  condi- 
tions. This  is  admitted.  But  what  were  those 
conditions)  They  are  precisely  those  stipu- 
lated for  in  the  terms  ana  conditions  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  country  which  they  now  embrace 
in  their  limits.  The  leading  and  prominent 
conditions,  then,  are,  that  l£eir  ooDstitntious 
shall  be  democretio;  that  there  shall  be  no  in- 
terference in  the  sale  of  the  public  lands ;  that 
oertun  navigable  streams  shall  be  forever  free 
to  the  citizens  of  all  the  States ;  and  that,  be- 
sides these,  to  be  on  a  perfect  footing  of  equal- 
ity with  the  other  States.  Some  doubt  the 
constitntionality  »£  these  oonditioas,  and  wj 
that  no  State  can  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  a  perfect  equality  in  every  r«q>ect. 
This  qneetion  does  not  come  np.  It  is  enoogh 
for  the  purpose  nnder  consideration  to  show, 
that,  BO  far  as  r^folating  Indian  concerns  goes, 
they  are  not  of  the  atipulationi :  therefore, 
whatever  rights,  on  this  point,  pertun  to  the 
old  States,  unquestionably  belong  to  the  new 
ones.  Upon  the  ground  that  tl^  right  ceased 
by  the  State  surreDderioE  the  territory  and 
jnrisdiction  to  the  Generd,  Govemmeat,  it  is 
olumed  to  have  passed  into  such  new  Gtat«  as 
has  been  formed,  so  soon  as  the  consent  ot 
Congress  has  been  obtuned  for  ita  admission 
into  the  Union.  In  other  words,  all  the  power 
and  jnrisdiction  over  the  surrendered  territory 
belonged  alone  to  the  General  Oovernmuit, 
dnring  its  territorial  vassala^  and,  with  the 
sole  exoeption  of  the  conditions  of  admiasion 
into  the  Union,  are  there  any  exoeptiona  or 
conditions  in  f^vor  of  the  General  Qovemment, 
if  even  there  be  snob  ?  I  do,  therefore^  clum 
that,  in  this  respect,  there  is  no  shadow  of  dif- 
ference in  the  rights  of  the  States.  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  neither  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation nor  the  surrendering  of  waste  lands 
have  divested  the  several  Ststes  of  the  sole  and 
exclusive  power  over  the  Indian  tribes  within 
their  respective  limits,  that  passed  into  thoaa 
States,  respectively,  from  the  British  Crown, 
by  their  snooeeaful  struggle  for  independence. 

The  next  point  of  examination  I  propose,  is 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Throogit 
the  various  stages  of  our  political  existence, 
powers  of  the  confederated  Slates  have  on- 
gone  various  modificotioBa,  natal  all  the 
power  now  vested  in  the  Government  of  tit* 
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United  States,  is  expressed  and  oiroomscribad 
by  tlut  instnuneiit  li^or  need  we  have  looked 
euewbere  ia  tiie  investigatioa  of  this  qnetrtion, 
unless  historic  facts  had  been  necessary  to  ex- 
plain some  of  its  provisions ;  and  I  think  that 
the  subject  DOir  before  ns  derives  that  advan- 
tage. I  have  shown  that,  In  the  progress  of 
onr  Government,  certain  powers  for  oertun 
q>erafiad  purposes,  were  fonnd  necessary  to  be 
oonveyed  to,  and  centered  in,  one  head,  to  wit : 
the  means  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  aom- 
mon  came,  and  of  raisiiiA  &  revenue  for  the 
payment  of  a  debt  created  in  a  common  strug- 
gle; and,  in  addition  to  these,  for  controlling 
and  regolatdng  a  national  intoroonrse  with  for- 
eign powers,  and  of  regnlatiuK  all  foreign  com- 
merce, as  well  as  commerce  oetween  tie  sev- 
eral States.  These  were  the  points  thatpre' 
sented  diScnlties ;  and  it  was  to  control  these 
that  one  common  nmpire  was  to  be  created. 
That  mnpire  is  the  General  Government,  and 
it  is  created  by  the  Oonsljtntion  of  Uie  United 
States.  In  the  history  of  the  difibrent  stages  of 
our  political  existence,  was  it  fonnd  that  any 
thing  belonging  exdnsivelj  to,  and  confined 
within  the  limits  of,  any  of  the  States,  claimed 
a  reference  to  this  general  nmpire  I  It  is 
Utonght  not.  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
eonaidered  evident,  that  any  thing  that  did  not 
oonoera  the  whole  was  not  to  be  matter  for  the 
management  of  the  power  created  by  the 
whole.  In  other  words,  any  thing  that  was 
porely  of  State  concern  was  still  to  continne 
so ;  and  a  reference  to  the  Instmment  itself  will 
dearly  snstun  this  position.  The  powers  of 
Congress  pertain  to  snbjeota  of  general  oonoem ; 
and  BO  it  is  with  all  other  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  Bnt  the  point  now  nnder 
review  is  embraced  In  the  8th  section  of  the 
first  artiote:  in  enomerating  the  powers  of 
OoDgress,  with  others,  it  is  said,  "The  Oon- 
gresB  shidl  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  Beveral 
States  and  with  the  ^dian  tribes."  Does  this 
claose  grant  the  power  of  making  a  treaty  for 
the  extinction  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
any  State?  Or  does  the  following  clause  di- 
vest the  States  of  the  power  of  pordiasing  In- 
dian titles  to  lands  within  their  respective  lim- 
its t  Section  10 ;  "  Ko  SUte  shall  enter  into 
any  treaty,  allianoe,  or  confederation,  grant  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin  money,  emit 
bills  of  creoit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  pass 
any  bill  of  attunder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or 
law  impuring  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or 
grant  any  title  of  nobility."  Is  this  intended 
to  prevent  a  State  reflating  the  conoema 
<k  ber  own  people  withm  her  own  limits !  or 
ia  it  intended  to  prevent  these  thiogs,  here 
annmerated,  from  being  done  with  others,  for- 
ugn  to  herself,  so  for  as  the  treaty,  alliance, 
or  confederation,  is  concerned !  It  is  conceived 
that  the  first  donse  does  not  grant  the  power 
to  the  General  Government  of  making  treaties 
witii  Indiana ;  and  the  second  does  not  prevent 


the  States  ttom  exercising  any  fKJwer  on  this 
snbject  heretofore  belonging  to  them.  Bnt  a 
few  remarks  will  bear  me  out  in  this  position. 
Can  the  Congress,  under  her  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,  remove 
tbonsaods  of  Indians  from  one  State,  and  plant 
them  in  another?  Or  con  Congress,  if  any 
State  thought  proper  to  interpose,  take  Indians 
from  snch  State  t  Suppose  a  State  should  grant 
her  Indian  popnlation  the  same  rights  and  priv- 
ileges that  are  granted  to  her  citizens,  and  they 
partook  o^  and  exercised,  such  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, conld  Congrees  interpose,  and  pronibii 
this  policy  t  Suppose  they  were  made  oompe- 
tent  to  civil  rule,  could  they  be  deprived  of  this 
right  by  any  act  of  Congress  ?  If  these  ques- 
tions are  answered  in  the  negative,  it  will  at  once 
present  itself,  that,  if  a  State  interpose  obstades 
to,  other  than  purely  regulating,  commerce 
with  Indian  tribes,  that  Congress  has  not  the 

Ewer  to  remove  them ;  and,  on  the  other 
nd,  if  the  State  exercise  a  power  over,  and 
grant  a  privilege  to,  the  Indians  within  her 
limits,  Congress  cannot  prohibit  it.  It  must 
follow,  then,  that  whatever  of  power  is  here 
given,  mnst  be  over  those  who  are  not  nnder 
the  immediate  and  paramonnt  aathority  of 
State  jurisdiction.  Otherwise,  to  what  absurd 
consequences  would  it  lead!  Might  not  th« 
Presideot  and  Senate,  at  any  time,  deetroy  and 
overrun  any  one  of  the  States  in  which  there 
are  pnblic  lands,  by  removing  the  Indians  fri>m 
any  other  State  to  sucb  lands?  Might  not  the 
whole  of  Mississippi  be  granted  to  the  Choo- 
tawB,  Illinois  to  the  Pottawatamies  or  Winue- 
bagoes,  and  jUabama  to  the  Mnscogees  or 
Greeks?  These  ideas  will  be  said  to  be  ab- 
surd ;  hut  these  Ideas  are  conaHtntional  if  the 
Indian  treaty-making  power  be  so.  Bnt  in  ad- 
dition to  th^  where  is  the  power  to  prevent 
this  same  trea^-making  power  from  removing 
Indian  tribes,  if  you  please,  and  locating  them 
upon  the  public  grounds  in  this  district  ?  Who 
can  prevent  the  same  authority  from  filling 
yonr  arsenals,  yonr  forta,  and  other  national 
domains,  or  possessions,  with  this  greatly  fa- 
vored people  ?  But  I  am  answered  and  told 
that  the  States  in  which  there  are  public  lands 
can  exercise  no  control,  beoaose  tne  land  on 
whiob  the  Indian  lives,  when  the  title  is  extin- 
gnished,  becomes  a  part  of  the  public  lands, 
and  is  beyend  the  jurisdiotion  of  a  State  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  to  sustain  this  ground,  I  m^ 
be  referred  to  the  4th  artide  of  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
whidi  says  i 

"The  sold  territerv,  and  the  States  which  maybe 
form  edtherein,  ahall  fbrever  rcmalti  a  part  of  this 
Confedaraey  of  the  United  States  of  America,  sub- 
ject to  ^e  Artiolea  of  Confederation,  and  to 
■Dch  alterstioDi  therein  as  shsU  be  conetltudanally 
made,  and  to  all  acta  and  ordinanceB  of  the  United 
Stales  In  GoDgreu  laaembled  conformable  thereto. 
The  inhabitant)  and  settlers  In  s&id  territory  ihaH 
be  eulycet  to  pay  a  pari  of  the  Federal  debts  oon- 
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tncted,  or  to  be  eontntcWd,  tnd  a  proportional  part 
of  the  exHDiefl  of  GOTemment,  to  be  apportioned 
on  them  bj  CoDgreu,  accordiog  to  the  uune  com- 
mon  rule  and  manner  br  which  apportionmeate 
thereofsb^  be  made  on  (he  other  States;  and  the 
taiea  for  payiag  their  proportioQ  diall  be  laid  and 
leiied  by  the  aathoriCy  and  direcUon  of  the  le^U- 
tares  of  the  district  or  diitrlctB,  or  new  StAtee,  as  in 
the  origintil  States,  within  tbe  time  agreed  upon  bj 
the  United  Btatea  in  Conpress  assembled.  Tbe 
Legiolatures  of  tbow  new  States  or  dUtricts  Bhal) 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  diepoaal  of  the 
Mil  b;  ihe  United  States  in  Congress  aiMmbled,  nor 
with  anj  regulations  Congress  maj  find  neceasarj 
for  Mcoriiig  the  title  in  audi  soil  to  the  bona  fide 
porcbaseTB ;  no  tax  shall  be  impoaed  on  lands  tbe 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  case  shall 
non-resident  proprietors  be  tai^d  higher  thao  reu- 
dents.  The  narigable  waters  leading  into  the  Mi»- 
daalpid  and  BL  uwrence,  and  the  carrying  places 
between  tbe  same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and 
JbreTer  fVee,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
territorr  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  admitted  into 
tbe  Confederacy,  witbont  any  tax,  impost,  or  dnty, 
therefor." 

Hu  this  olansa  direotlj,  or  indireotly,  taj 
grant  of  power  to  the  Oonfederaoy,  or  any  pro- 
Bibidon  to  the  States,  in  relation  to  the  qnes- 
t4oti  under  consideration  t  or  is  it  not  known 
that  the  soil  may  be  in  the  General  Oovermnent, 
and  the  people  living  ther«on  BQbJe<^t  to  the  mn- 
i^cipal  regnlationa  of  the  State  in  which  that  soil 
may  lie !  It  is  humbly  couceived  that  this  olanse 
of  Uie  ordinanoe  doee  not  change  the  character 
of  the  policy  originally  existing  in  relation  to 
Indians.  But,  before  I  proceed  farther,  another 
clause  in  the  before-redted  ordinance  most  be 
noticed ;  some  have  sud  that  it  is  conolusiTe 
on  this  qnestion ;  it  is  the  third  arldde,  and  is 
as  follows :  "  Religion,  morality,  and  Knowl- 
edge, being  necessary  to  good  goremment, 
mad  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools,  and  the 
means  of  edncation,  ahall  forever  be  enconr' 
aged  J  the  ntmost  good  futh  shall  always  be 
observed  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lands  and 
property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them  witli- 
oat  their  consent ;  and  in  their  propterty,  rights, 
and  liberty,  they  shall  never  be  invaded  or  dis- 
turbed, unless  in  just  and  lawM  wars,  anthor- 
ized  by  Congress ;  but  laws  founded  in  justice 
and  humanity  ahall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to 
them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  IHendship 
with  them."  The  first  consideration  that  pre- 
sents Itself  in  relation  to  the  last-redted  arti- 
cle, is,  how  far  this  is  now  a  principle  of  the 
National  Oovernmeat,  in  reference  to  all  the 
Indian  tribes,  or  is  it  a  lefnslative  act,  municipal 
iu  its  character,  and  exclosively  applicable  to 
a  region  of  country  in  which  soil  and  Jorisdio- 
tion  were  exclusively  in  the  National  Govem- 
ment  t  This  was  so :  for  it  is  solely  applioable 
to  tbe  territory  that  but  three  years  before  this 


oln^ve  in  its operattonto  the  lands  latelv  anr- 
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rendered  by  a  Stat^  which  State,  anterior  to 
tikis  surrender,  could  have  tvhoUy  dira«garded 
snob  ordinance,  had  it  then  been  made.  So  fisr, 
therefore,  from  this  weakening  my  poaitiona,  it 
certainly  gives  tiiem  stzength,  and  is  fully  de- 
velc^ied  in  tbe  history  of  tne  day,  as  being  the 
then  received  opinion,  and  thenceforth  became 
the  adopted  praotioe  of  the  National  Oovem- 
ment.  What  is  this  history  t  It  has,  in  part, 
been  already  noticed ;  it  pertained  to  the  sur- 
render of  the  waste  lands.  Until  this  surreoder, 
a  ayatem  of  depredation  and  continDal  warfare 
was  waged  upon  the  savages,  and  that  too  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Govemmeut  that  dumed 
jurisdiction  to  the  land.  This  systAm  not  only 
endangered  but  saorifioed  the  qniet  of  not 
merely  the  people  of  the  State,  who  were  sanc- 
tioned in  their  Indian  wan,  so  called,  but  of  all 
the  oontiguoDB  States.  The  surrender  being 
madej  ve  find  tor  which,  among  the  other  con- 
sidentions  emunerated,  "that  the  neoessarx 
and  reosonaUe  expenses  incurred,  Ac,  in  mua- 
tuning  forte  and  garrisons  within,  and  for  the 
defence,  or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory so  ceded  or  relinquidied,  shall  be  folly  re- 
imbnrsed  by  the  States."    This  ordnance  woe 


surrendered  territory,  ond  o-^er  the  Indians 
therein,  and  ia  evidently  the  assnmptdon  of  a 
policy,  as  contradistjognished  irom  the  policy 
that  had  heretofore  characterized  the  Govern- 
loent  which  had  just  now  ceased  to  erist  over 
this  same  region  of  country.  I  look,  therefore^ 
upon  this,  as  being  oooflrmatory  of  what  I  have 
heretofore  ooutended  for,  to  wit :  that,  if  tbe 
General  Govemznent  wishes  to  enforce  this  pol- 
icy in  relation  to  Indian  tribes,  tbe  lands  on 
which  saoh  tribes  lived  most  be  excluded  from 
the  limits  of  any  State ;  and  this  is  farther  ex- 
emplified by  this  cloxiSB  never  having  l>een  in- 
troduced into  any  act  spwifying  tbe  conditions 
of  admission  into  tbe  Union  of  sny  new  State, 
not  OTen  of  the  States  formed  of  the  territory 
over  which  this  ordinance  was  first  made  opera- 
tive. 

Thus,  in  relation  to  this  question.  I  think  I 
have  presented  tbe  f^damentol  prmoiples  on 
which,  if  it  exists  in  the  General  Government, 
it  must'  assuredly  rest  If  the  power  to  make 
treaties  with  Indians  redding  vrithio  the  limits 
of  any  of  the  States  is  now  cWmed  for  the  Gett. 
erol  Oovemment,  it  must  be  derived  from  some 
clause  or  clauses  of  tbe  Artides  of  Oonfedera- 
tion,  in  tbe  yolontary  relinquishments  made  by 
the  States  in  the  conveyanoe  of  thair  waste 
landa,  or  in  the  Oonatitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  I  have  troubled  your  patience  and 
consumed  your  time  in  brining  into  view.  For 
my  own  part,  after  this  thorough  examination, 
I  am  the  more  firmly  convinced  of  tbe  correct- 
ness of  the  podtions  I  have  endeavored  to 
ratuntain. 

ICr.  QiLHBB  aaid  that,  after  tbe  ample  dlacus- 
sion  which  tbe  anlfjeot  befwe  the  committee 
had  received,  he  should  oontent  himself  vith 
stating  one  or  two  taota  ocnmeoted  wiUi  it,  and 
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adding  ft  few  aetxaatrj  conmientB.  The  first 
qaestion  (said  Mr.  G.)  whioh  presented  itself 
TOT  determination  was,  to  whom  the  nneipend- 
ed  bftlanoe  of  the  two  hnndred  and  fiftj  ttioa- 
Hoid  dollars  belonged,  after  satisfying  tlie  Qeor- 
gia  claimants.  He  had  no  doabt  that  it  be- 
longed to  the  TTnited  States.  When,  however, 
he  admitted  this,  he  wished  it  to  be  mider- 
Btood,  that,  according  to  his  interpretation  of 
the  contract  between  the  United  States,  Geor- 
gia, and  the  Creeks,  all  parties  supposed  that, ' 
when  the  contract  waa  frithfally  eieonted, 
there  wonld,  most  probably,  be  no  balance 
whatever.  Mr,  G.  said  that  tJiis  matter  wonld 
be  better  nnderstood  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
orcnmstanoes  under  which  that  contract  was 
wtfired  into.  In  1881,  oommisaioners,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  proceeded  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Greek  Indiana,  for  the  ertin- 
gniamnent  of  their  title  to  lands  in  Georgia,  in 
pursuance  of  an  appropriation  of  money  spe- 
dally  made  by  Congress  for  that  purpose;  that, 
Bccording  to  instructions  ^ven  to  those  com- 
miflrioners  by  the  War  Department,  (and  here 
he  wrahed  the  Ohairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  ASiirs  to  oorreot  him  if  he  were  in  er- 
ror,) they  were  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  per  acre 
in  price,  for  what  they  shonld  acquire  of  the 
Oreoks.  That,  aocordingly,  the  commissioneTS 
had  contraot«d  with  that  tribe  that  it  shonld 
cede  to  Qie  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of 
Oeorgia,  fonr  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  for 
whioh  they  were  to  receive  fonr  hnndred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollara.  That,  after  these  terms 
had  been  agreed  upon,  but  before  the  treaty 
had  heeit  signed,  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Georgia  presented  to  the  Greek  chiefSj  claims 
<^tbe  citizens  of  that  State  against  their  tribe, 
■monnting  to  the  snra  of  two  hnndred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollara,  and  reqnired  that  they 
ghoald  be  adjnsted.  It  was  then  agreed,  be- 
tween the  several  parties,  that  the  Creeks 
ahonld  receive  of  the  United  States  two  hnn- 
dred thousand  dollars,  in  money,  for  their  land, 
and  the  remi^ning  two  hnndred  and  fifty  thon- 
■■nd  dollars,  which  they  were  to  have  received, 
ahonld  Ije  paid  by  the  United  States,  to  the 
State  of  Geoi^a,  for  the  benefit  of  her  citizens, 
who  had  received  injuries  from  the  Creeks ;  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  investigation  and  determi- 
nation of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In 
poranance  of  which  agreement,  (Mr.  G.  ob- 
served,) the  commissioners  of  Georgia  gave  to 
the  Oreek  tribe  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  clums, 
debts,  damages,  and  property,  which  the  citi- 
lens  of  that  State  had  against  that  tribe,  prior 
to  1803.  And  the  United  States  agreed  to  pay 
to  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  those  claims,  deb^ 
dazaagas,  and  property,  provided  the  same  did 
not  ezoeed  two  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lus.  Mr.  O.  observed  that  each  of  the  parties 
to  this  contract  seemed  to  have  had  an  eqnal 
reason  to  l>e  satisfied.  The  Indians  had  sold 
their  land  for  a  larger  consideration  than  nsnat, 
And,  with  two  hundred  uid  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars of  the  price,  had  paid  an  aooonnt  which 


the  Geoi^ans  had  against  them  of  thirty  years' 
standing,  most  of  which  they  had  ft'equently 
acknowledged  to  be  just ;  and  amounting  to 
the  snm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  The  Geor^ans  were  very  mnch 
pleased,  beoanse,  by  the  constmction  which 
the  United  States  had  put  npon  the  constitu- 
tion, their  own  State  Government  hod  not  the 
power  of  compelling  the  Greeks  to  restore  their 
property,  or  otherwise  to  do  them  justice ;  hy 
which,  previously,  it  had  seemed  as  if  they 
were  to  nave  been  deprived  entirely  of  redress 
for  their  injuries,  ^d  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  were  ^ratified,  because  they 
had  been  enabled  not  ODiy  to  perform  the  pnr- 
pose  for  which  they  had  been  originally  ap- 
pointed, by  procuring  a  valuable  tract  of  conn- 
try  for  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  but  also  to  render 
an  essential  service  to  a  large  class  of  injured 
citizens.  There  was  also  a  possibility,  that,  b^ 
assuming  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  citi- 
sens  of  Georgia,  with  the  power  given  to  the 
President  to  adjudicate  those  claims,  the  United 
States  might  have  a  less  snm  to  advance  than 
that  whidi  it  would  otherwise  have  been 
obliged  to  have  ptud  the  Indians.  It  was  to  be 
remarked  too,  (Mr.  G.  said,)  that  the  United 
Stat«B  commissioners  had  taken  care  that  this 
Government  should  not,  in  any  event,  pay 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  with  a  farther  beneficial  proviso,  that 
whatever  snm  should  be  found  due  might  be 
paid  in  five  annual  instalments,  and  without  in- 
terest Mr.  G.  observed  that,  if  the  view  he 
had  taken  of  the  contract  between  all  the  par- 
ties was  correct,  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  as  to  the  disposition  of  what  should 
remain  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  after  satisfying  all  the  Georgia  claimants. 
Hr.  Q.  said  that  he  would  proceed  to  show 
that  the  United  States  Government  had  not 
done  justice  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia  in 
its  adjudication  of  their  demands  agaiust  the 
Creek  Indians.  They  had  been  told  that  they 
should  be  satisfied,  because  that  abjudication 
waa  made  by  an  arbiter  chosen  by  themselves. 
The  proper  answer  to  which  (Mr.  G.  said)  waa, 
that  that  circumstance  aggravated  the  feelings 
excited  by  the  injustice  done  them,  especially  aa 
that  arbiter  had  gained  in  proportion  to  their 
loss.  This  Government  never  csn  compensate 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  for  the  ityuries  they  re- 
ceived from  their  savage  neighbors.  Those  In- 
juries could  not  be  estimated  in  money.  Mr. 
G.  said  that  the  most  rigid  rules  had  Iwen  im- 
posed by  the  Government  npon  itaelfj  in  allow- 
mg  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia.  He 
did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  Government  in- 
tended thereby  to  do  injustice  to  those  citi- 
zens. He  thought  that  the  pecnliar  circum- 
stanoes  under  which  those  claims  had  ori^- 
nated  had  never  been  considered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Had  that  been  done,  he  believed  it 
would  have  been  convinced  that  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thpnsand  dollars  waa  a  very  in- 
adequate satisfaotion  of  those  ol^ms. 
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Ur.  Q.  then  proceeded  to  saj,  that,  dnring 
the  RevoIatJonary  war  the  inhabitants  of  Geor- 
gia were  at  one  time  almost  entirely  driven 
beyond  its  limits,  hj  the  Oreelc  Indians  and 
their  slliee.  At  its  concloBion,  feelings  of  hoe- 
tilitf  had  sot  ceased  to  exist.  Repeated  in- 
Jaries  were  inflicted  upon  the  frontier  inhabi- 
tants, whiclt  the  weakness  of  the  State  Oovern- 
ment  rendered  it  nnable  to  punish.  Attempts 
were  frequentlj  made  to  conciliate  the  CreeltB. 
Treatjr  after  treaty  vas  made,  from  1T88  to 
1790.  Thej  were,  however,  broken  as  often  as 
made,  without  the  Oovemment  having  the 
power  to  enforce  them.  The  frontiers  were 
verj  extenuve,  and  the  population  so  scattered 
that  the  Indians  had  an  eesy  access  into  the 
ooimtrj,  everywhere,  for  the  purposes  of  plun- 
der. The  people  were  compelled  to  protect 
themselves  dj  fortifications  of  their  own  mak- 
ing. Block  houses  were  erected  by  them,  and 
manned  by  volnntary  service,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept and  punish  the  predatory  parties  of  the 
Indians.  This  service  was  extremely  burden- 
some to  inhabitants  just  arrived  from  distant 
parte  of  the  United  States,  and  with  scanty 
means  of  support.  Mr.  G.  oontinaed  to  say 
that  the  loss  of  slaves,  horses,  and  cattle,  conld 
not  then  be  repaired  by  the  people,  as  tbev 
oonld  at  the  present  time.  The  valne  of  each 
property  was  far  greater  then  than  at  present 
The  oonntry  was  to  be  cleared  of  its  forests  to 
fit  it  for  cultivation.  Labor  was  not  to  be 
hired.  There  was  no  snpplying  the  place  of  a 
lost  horse,  or  stolen  cattle,  because  the  people, 
in  movins  from  Yir^ia  and  North  Carolina, 
fonnd  it  diffionlt  to  carry  with  them  a  sufficient 
anpply  for  their  own  use.  The  loss  of  cattle 
(Hr.  Q.  said)  was  particnlarly  felt,  liecanse 
thereby  the  people  were  deprived  of  their  most 
nsnal  and  cheapest  means  of  sabsistence.  One 
of  the  principal  inducements  to  the  settlement 
of  the  country  had  been  the  advantages  which 
its  extensive  range  presented,  abounding,  as  it 
did,  with  grass  and  cane. 

The  emberanoe  of  the  natural  vegetation  of 
the  country,  instead  of  proving  an  advantage 
to  the  settlers,  had  been  frequently  the  occa- 
sion of  their  greatest  losses,  by  exposing  their 
horses  and  stock  to  the  thieving  habits  of  the 
Indians.  But  the  injuries  (Mr.  G.  said)  which 
the  frontier  inhabitants  sufiered,  by  having 
their  property  plundered  and  destroyed,  were 
accompanied  by  evils  the  extent  of  which  could 
only  be  known  to  those  who  had  felt  them. 
He  said  it  was  his  fortnne  to  have  been  a  na- 
tive of  the  county  which  bordered  both  on  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  hunting  grounds.  He 
could  yet  recollect  the  horrid  views  of  the  In- 
dian scalping  knife  which  were  presented  to 
him  in  the  dreams  of  his  childhood.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolntionary  war, 
nntil  17Q4  and  179G,  the  Creek  Indians  contin- 
ued to  commit  occasional  acts  of  the  greatest 
barbarity  upon  the  frontier  people.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  been  either  unable,  or  neglect«d, 
to  furnish  the  necessary  proCection  to  its  oiti- 
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zens.  After  a  military  force  was  finally  anllior- 
ixed  by  this  Oovemment,  and  troops  had  been 
enlisted  fh>m  among  tliepeopleof  Georgia,  it  was 
a  matter  of  history,  familiar  to  every  member 
of  the  committee,  tiiot  those  troops  baa  scarcety 
yet  been  paid.  For  more  than  thirty  yean, 
year  after  year,  they  hod  petitioned  in  vsjn. 
itr.  G.  said  that  he  had  attempted  to  describe 
the  kind  and  peculiar  valne  of  the  property  of 
which  the  Georna  claimants  had  been  plunder- 
ed, by  the  Greek  Indians;  their  continned  ap~ 
prehennon  of  Indian  attacks ;  and  the  want  of 
protection  on  the  port  of  the  Government;  in 
order  tu  show,  more  clearly,  the  injustice 
whioh  had  been  done  them,  by  the  manner  in 
which  th«r  daims  had  been  heretofore  adjudi- 
cated, and  OS  the  best  commentary  upon  the 
reasoning  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  At- 
torney-General. 

Ur.  G.  then  proceeded  briefly  to  conader  the 
different  classes  of  claims  which  he  supposed 
had  been  improperly  rejected.    First,  that  for 

Sroperty  destroyed  previons  to  the  treaty  ol 
lew  York ;  secondly,  that  for  interest  upon 
olums  which  hsd  been  allowed ;  and,  thirdly, 
that  for  the  valoe  of  the  increase  of  those  fe- 
male slaves  who  had  been  token  by  the  Creeks, 
and  not  restored,  according  to  the  conditions  of 
treaties.  As  to  the  olaas  of  claims  for  property 
destroyed,  which  had  been  r^ected  because  the 
treaty  of  New  York  did  not  provide  for  than, 
Ifr.  G.  said  that  the  treaty  at  the  Indian 
Springs  specially  contracted  for  the  myment  of 

firoperty  destroyed  prior  to  1802.  This  stipn- 
ation  of  that  treaty  had  been  pressed  upon  the 
House  with  its  fml  weight,  by  his  coUeagnea 
and  other  gentlemen.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  say  any  thing  more  upon  that  snbject.  He 
was  desirous  of  showing  to  the  committee  that 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  New  York  ou^bt 
not  to  affect  iqjarioasly  the  ulaims  of  the  cid- 
zens  of  Georgia.  That  treaty,  he  ssid,  was, 
perhaps,  the  first  act  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment whioh  usurped  power  which  properly 
belonged  to  the  States.  It  was  so  considereid 
at  the  time.  The  first  voice  heard  in  the  Con- 
gress of  (he  United  States,  agunst  the  encrooch- 
mg  spirit  of  Federal  dominion,  was  from  a  rop- 
raaentative  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
of  New  York.  By  that  treaty  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  guarantied  to  the  Creek 
tribe  of  Indians,  lands  whioh  that  bibe  bad 
previonsly  conveyed  to  Georgia.  By  it,  the 
United  States  obtained  from  the  Creeks  a  stip- 
ulation that  they  would  bold  no  treaty  with 
Georgia.  And,  by  the  same  treaty,  the  United 
States  agreed  that,  if  any  citiiens  of  Geoma 
should  attempt  to  settle  on  lands  claimed  oj 
the  Creeks,  such  citizens  should  bo  placed  wittt- 
out  the  proteotioQ  of  the  United  States,  and 
punished  as  the  Indians  thought  proper. 

Ur.  G.  asked  the  members  of  the  committeo 
to  examine  that  treaty,  and  judge  for  them- 
selves whether  the  citizens  of  Georgia  ought  to 
lose  the  right  to  have  their  iqjories  redressed, 
because  oompensotioa  was  not  provided  by  it. 
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WLst  right  had  the  United  States  QoTemment 
to  place  bejoDd  its  protection  its  citdzena,  who, 
bj  virtue  of  grants  of  land  made  t«  them  b^ 
the  State  of  Qeorgia,  within  her  own  limita, 
and  in  pajment  to  those  citi^enB  for  revolution- 
ary  aervicea,  settled  on  lands  whioh  the  United 
States  thought  proper  to  consider  Indianprop- 
ertj  f  By  that  treaty,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  might  have  been  burnt  at  the  Indian 
Btake,  without  the  right  of  resoae  by  hia  Qov- 
enunent  I  It  was  tnade,  too,  by  one  UcGilli- 
Tray,  the  son  of  a  tory,  and  an  Indian,  who  felt 
by  inheritance  the  deepest  malignity,  and  most 
anrelenting  revengg,  towards  the  people  of 
Geor^B.  Wltat  meant  had  the  people  of  that 
State  of  making  known  to  the  United  States 
QoveTTunent,  at  the  treaty  of  New  Tork,  their 
daima  for  property  destroyed  t  And  yet,  by 
fheir  omission  to  do  so,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  injuries  received  by  the  people  or  Geor- 
gia, from  Hie  Creek  Indians,  previous  to  the 
mUinK  of  that  treaty,  were  to  remain  nnre- 
dreased.    Was  it  right  for  the  United  States  to 


rejected  by  the  Government,  oonsisted  of  those 
the  principal  of  which  had  been  allowed,  and 
upon  whioh  interest  had  been  refosed.  Ur. 
G.  aaid  that  he  had  already  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  most  liberal  allowance  onght  to 
be  made  in  favor  of  bU  the  claims  before  the 
committee.  He  did  not  oonsider  the  claimants 
aa  demanding  interest  of  the  Qovemment,  bat 
as  inusting  upon  the  equitable  lien  they  bod 
npott  the  ibnds  in  its  hands,  for  a  Aill  and  just 
compensation  for  the  injuries  they  had  sustain- 
ed. Ha  did  not  consider  that  Interest  upon  the 
valae  of  their  losses,  from  the  time  when  their 
property  was  taken  or  destroyed,  would  really 
be  ample  satisfaction  to  the  oliumants  for  the 
kind  of  depredations  committed  upon  them,  but 
as  ftimbhing  the  only  fixed  ruls  by  which  a 
miifbrm  estimate  could  be  made.  The  claim  of 
interest  was  npon  the  fond  appropriated  for 
^e  payment  or  the  claims,  ana  not  upon  the 
pnblio  troasnry.  The  qneetion  really  was, 
whether  the  clfdmants,  whose  demanda  had  re- 
mained unsatisfied  for  thirty  or  forty  years, 
bad  not  a  more  equitable  lien  upon  the  nnez- 
peaded  balance  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
tbonsand  dollars,  for  compensation  to  them  for 
the  time  they  had  lost  the  n»e  of  their  pr^wr- 
ty,  than  any  right  to  it  on  the  part  of  tlie  Gov- 
eroment.  That  compensation  to  the  olaimants 
had,  however,  been  resisted,  through  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney-General.  The  claimants 
would  have  been  better  satisfied  to  have  had 
ttie  justice  of  their  demands  decided  npon  by  the 
sense  of  equity  of  the  Ohief  Magistrate  of  their 
ooontry,  by  whom,  according  to  compaot,  they 
were  to  have  been  a^jodioated,  thui  by  the 
technical  roles  of  the  Government's  law  offloer. 
That  hig^  officer  had  determined  that  int«rMt 
did  not  follow  a  claim  fbr  unliquidated  dam- 
ages. Nonunally,  he  was  right ;  but,  sabstan- 
-ttally,  wrong.     The  olaima  were  not  for  an- 
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liquidated  damages,  but  for  apecifio  property  in 
the  poaseaaion  of  tne  Greek  Indians,  which  be- 
longed Xo  citizens  of  Georgia,  and  which  \ha 
Creek  tribe,  by  varions  treaties,  had  promised 
to  restore  to  its  owners.  If  the  Indians  could 
have  been  sued  in  the  courts  of  law,  the  remedy 
for  the  Georgia  claimants  would  have  been  as 
BOtJon  of  trover,  in  whioh  they  would  have 
been  entitled  to  recover  their  property,  or  ila 
valne  in  lieu  thereof  together  with  damages 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  use  of  the  property, 
from  the  time  at  whioh  it  bad  been  demanded 
until  the  termination  of  the  suit.  That  waa  the 
law  of  the  State  within  which  both  parties  re- 
sided. It  was  a  rule  of  equity  that  the  com- 
pensation for  imuries  should  be  fully  equal  to 
the  loss  sustained.  Was  there  any  reason  why 
the  Georgia  claimants  should  not  cave  that  Jus. 
tioe  done  them,  by  their  Oovemment,  whioh  one 
citizen  could  compel  of  another,  by  the  strict 
rales  of  law  t  Surely,  it  was  not  because  the 
Government  had  n^lected  to  oompel  the 
Greeks  to  perform  the  stipulations  of  their  trea- 
ties. Hao  the  Government  done  its  duty,  Qie 
Georgia  elumants  would  have  had  their  pn^ 
erty  restored  to  them  more  than  thirty  years 
ago.  It  could  not  be  add  tiiat  the  State  ot 
Georgia  had  neglected  the  use  of  any  means  in 
its  power  to  obt^  redreaa  for  its  citizena. 

Kr.  GiLHZB  then  read  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
ure  of  tliat  State,  directing  the  manner  in 
which  the  claims  of  its  citizens  should   be 

Sroven,  and  demand  made  of  the  Greek  In- 
ians.]  The  Attorney-General  had  ^ven,  aa  a 
reason  why  interest  should  not  be  allowed 
upon  the  Georgia  claims,  that  the  property  fw 
which  they  had  been  paid  had  been  estimated 
at  double  its  value.  In  this  he  speaks  without 
anthority,  and  most  disreepectMly  of  the 
United  States  Oommissioners,  and  the  wit- 
nesses by  whose  oatlis  that  valuation  was  made. 
There  were  many  other  most  obvious  objec- 
tions to  the  opinions  of  the  Attomey-Gener^ 
He  bad  determined,  for  reasons  pecuhar  to  him- 
self, not  to  nrge  that  auUeot  any  farther.  His 
colleague  (Mr.  Wildb)  nad  performed  that 
duty,  in  tJie  most  satiaOictoiT  manner. 

The  third  class  of  claims  rqfeoted,  (Mr.  G.  atid,) 
was  that  for  the  increase  of  those  female  slavea 
who  had  been  taken  by  the  Greek  Vidians  from 
the  citizens  of  Georgia,  and  not  restored  aooord- 
ing  to  the  conditions  ol  their  treaties  with  that 
State,  and  those  with  the  United  States.  These 
claims  were  founded  in  that  principle  of  law, 
by  which  the  issue  of  female  property  fdlowed 
the  state  of  its  mother.  The  ri^ht  of  the  Geor- 
gia clt^ants  to  recover  the  identical  daves 
tiiey  had  lost,  was  acknowledged  by  all  the 
treaties  having  reference  to  that  kind  of  prop- 
erty. The  stipulations  of  all  the  treaties  waa, 
that  the  negroes  taken  from  the  dtlzens  of 
Georgia  should  be  restored,  and  not  that  tliey 
should  be  paid  for  in  money.  If  the  Indians 
who  were  m  the  possesnon  of  the  issue  of  the 
female  slaves  oonld  have  been  aued  in  the 
courts  of  Geo^ia,  by  the  (wiginal  ownen  of 
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snch  female  idaTes,  the  Georgia  claimants  Toold, 
no  doubt,  have  recuvered.  The  oUimanta  con- 
tend for  no  right  but  what  was  sauctioiicd  b; 
the  law.  Tlia  difficulty  had  proceeded  from 
the  impoBBibilitj  of  compelling  that  branch  of 
the  Qovemment  which  sJone  had  (he  power  of 
tedresa  in  its  hands  to  enforce  that  right  It 
waa  well  known  to  all  the  Bontiiem  gentlemen, 
that  female  slave  propertj,  which  was  owned 
thirt;r  jesn  ago,  had  j'ielded  a  mach  lar^r 
profit  than  any  other  equal  amoont  of  cental 
whatever.  And  hence  it  was  (Ur.  Q.  aoid) 
that  the  Georgia  daimanta  who  had  lost  snch 

property  by  the  acta  of  the  Oreek  Indians, 

entitled  to  the  redress  aongbt  for  them. 

In  coDclnsion,  Ur.  Q.  repeated  tliat,  by  the 
treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  the  Creek  chie& 


had  contracted  to  reliaqoi&b  a  certain  quantity 
of  land  to  the  United  Btates,  on  condition  that 
it  would  pay  to  them  two  hondred  thonaand 
dollars  in  money,  and  satis^  the  claims  of 
Gieorgia  against  their  tribes,  estimated  by  the 

Sartiea  at  two  hundred  and  eighty  thooaand 
ollars.  That  the  valne  of  the  lands  relinquish- 
ed by  the  Indians  was  considered  by  them  as 
worth  four  hnndred  and  fifty  thonaand  dollars, 
thereby  making  the  conMdeiation  received  by 
the  United  States  for  its  contract  to  pay  the 
citizens  of  Gieorgia,  eqnal  to  the  earn  of  two 
hondred  and  fifty  thonsand  dollars.  That  the 
United  Stales,  having  the  power  to  syndicate 
the  claims  of  those  oitizens,  had  cironmscribed 
t^em  within  snch  narrow  boands  that  the 
laraer  portion  of  the  fimd  appropriated  by  the 
Indians  for  their  payment,  had,  instead  of  being 
apfdled  to  that  porpose^ne  into  the  Treasory 
of  the  United  Statfis.  Tbat  it  waa  inconsistent 
with  her  character  as  an  arbiter,  and  still  more 
with  her  national  character  for  Justice,  to  de- 
prive her  own  oituens  of  a  iimd  which  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  losses  sns- 
tiUned  by  them,  nnder  cironmstancea  of  pecnliar 
hardship,  and  oocaiuoned,  parley,  too,  by  the 
neglect  or  want  of  power  fn  the  Government 
to  protect  them.  He,  therefore,  eonfldentiy 
busted  that  the  committee  woold  support  the 
motion  of  his  oolleagne,  and  determine  that  it 
was  expedient  to  have  farther  legislation  in 
favor  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia. 


SATCBDA.T,  Jumory  17. 
Amendment  nf  tke  Eula, 

The  reaolntion,  offered  on  Thursday,  by  Ur. 
WiOKLiFFB,  coming  up, 

Mr.  RuisBX  addre^ed  tbe  Honse  in  support 
of  the  resolntion.  He  had  been  taoght  (he 
aaid)  from  his  infancy,  that  a  BepresentaUve  of 
the  people  ought  always  to  vote  vita  voce.  Li 
Fennsylvania,  the  oonstitntion  says  expressly 
that  such  shall  be  the  case.  The  practice,  if 
adopted  in  this  body,  would  oocasioa  none  of 
the  delay  which  some  geniJemen  seemed  so 
mnch  to  uiprehend.  In  the  Legislature  of 
Fennaylvama,  they  dected  all  their  officers  emt 


COM,  and  the  whole  election  was  nsoally  gcoe 
tbrongh  with  in  about  half  an  hour.  That 
body  lately  elected  a  State  tressorer,  and  the 
whole  matter  did  not  occupy  more  than  SAmb 
minutes.  All  the  delay  necessary  was  the  time 
occnpied  in  calling  over  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers, Ur.  B.  said  it  was  his  fixed  opinion  that 
all  persons  represented  either  in  a  county,  a 
State,  or  the  United  States,  ehonid  have  the 
votes  which  they  gave  in  their  repreeentatiTe 
oapBcitJeB  recorded.  A  representative  is  merely 
the  mouthpiece,  the  mere  agent,  of  those  wIm 
send  him ;  and  it  is  their  nght  to  know  horw 
he  has  transacted  their  business.  It  had  been 
said  by  some  gentleman,  yesterday,  that,  if  any 
oonatitnent  wanted  to  know  how  his  Bq>f«- 
sentative  had  voted  in  any  particular  csse^  be 
might  call  upon  him  and  inquire.  Bnt  how 
would  this  be  possible  in  each  Statee  as  Uis- 
souri  and  Illinois,  which  have  but  one  repre- 
sentative on  this  floor!  Those  States  were 
nearly  as  large  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  Bepresentative  might  live  in  one  ow- 
ner of  them.  Were  his  constitnents  to  trard 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  to  ask  such  a  quea- 
tion  t  I  do  not  want  to  lay  them  mider  koj 
such  neoesdty.  I  would  have  the  Bepreseat»- 
tive  vote  in  every  case  «{oa  eoee,  and  let  hit 
vote  be  put  on  record,  and  let  hia  otmstitQeDto 
know  what  it  has  been. 

Ur.  Babtlbtt  said  ha  would  vote  very  man- 
fully for  the  resolution  if  any  reason  ocmld  be 
shown  why  the  present  mode  of  election  was 
not  a  good  one,  and  why  the  mode  proposed 
would  be  better.  From  the  conuuenounent  o€ 
the  Government  the  practice  of  electing  by  bal- 
lot had  been  uniformly  observed ;  and  he  had 
listezied  with  attention  to  the  mover  of  the 
reeolnlioa  to  hear  what  evil  attended  it ;  bnt 
he  had  listened  in  viUn.  He  was  opposed  to 
hasty  changes  in  leg^^tion,  and  never  wonld 
adopt  them  without  a  strons  probability  of 
some  Iwneflt  to  follow.    In  the  present  oasc^ 

1  mover  of  the  reeidation  had  not  beui  aUe 
state  a  single  evil  or  inconvenience  arinng 
from  the  existing  praotioe.  He  had,  indeed 
placed  the  matter  upcm  the  ostensible  gronnd, 
that  the  votes  of  every  member  wonld,  by  this 
mean%  be  known  to  his  eonstitnenta.  Saw, 
for  lus  own  part,  he  had  nevor  once  heard  it 
stated  that  any  attempt  had  been  made  to  ooo- 
oesl  the  oonree  takoi  by  gentlemoi  in  eleo- 
tions  in  this  Honse.  Gentlemen  had  indeed 
told  the  House  that  the  practice  of  voting  mm 
prevtuied  in  some  of  the  States.     This 

^  t  be  so :  but,  wherever  it  did  prevail,  he 
believed  it  to  have  been  originally  adopted  be- 
cause the  Representativee  were  not  all  able  to 
read  and  write.  That  reason,  he  tnuted,  would 
not  be  held  aa  operating  in  this  House.  He 
iresumed  there  was  no  danger  of  impoeitioii 
lere  from  the  want  of  the  votes  being  nttered 
n  an  audible  voice. 

Mr.  BAKBnraKR  said;  We  are  elected  b;  fbe 
people  to  do  what!  To  enact  laws,  to  pr«- 
BOiibe  rules  bj  whioh  we  are  to  be  goremed. 


JUDinr,  1B29.] 

Ig  that  the  end  for  which  e  Speaker  of  this 
House  ii  ohoeen  t  The  Speaker  mskes  no  rules 
Ibr  Ds ;  it  is  we  who  dictate  Iawb  and  prescribe 
rales  for  him.  Ee  is  merel;  tm  Executive  offi- 
cer, whose  du^  it  is  to  carrj  into  effect  such 
regnUtJons  as  we  choose  to  lay  down.  In 
every  part  of  his  dutj  he  is  wholly  sol^ect  to 
OQT  wul.  His  office  ia  mimaterial ;  ours  is  leg- 
islative. The  Honae  prescribes  to  him  rules  so 
phun  that  be  who  mus  maj  read  them ;  and 
whenever  he  deviates  from  an;  one  of  those 
roles,  bia  deolsiona  are  enbjeot  to  our  revision, 
and  he  is  himself  amenable  to  onr  control.  He 
ia  plooed  in  that  chMr  ;  not  to  control  the  ac- 
tion of  this  Honse,  not  to  interrnpt  it,  far  leas 
to  (^pose  it.  He  ia  set  tiiere  to  facilitate  ita  ac- 
tion. Bat  we  stand  in  no  sach  relation  to  onr 
couBtitoents.  We  are,  bj  onr  office,  makers  of 
the  laws  by  whioh  they  are  so  bonnd ;  and, 
while  we  ar«  engaged  in  making  those  laws,  it 
ia  fit  and  proper  t^  the;  should  know,  if  the; 
have  anj  wish  to  know,  how  each  man  votes 
on  ever;  law.  Sat  this  principle  does  not  ap- 
plj  to  DOT  aobi  when  meralj  appointiiur  an  in- 
■troment  to  further  and  facilitate  the  ^scharge 
of  onr  legislatiTe  dntj.  That  ia  a  matter  of 
ours,  and  of  ours  alone.  The  gentleman  from 
Eentnok;  tells  us,  that  the  Speaker  has  great 
and  extensive  patronage,  ana  that,  therefore, 
Uie  nation  hare  a  concern  in  knowing  how 
every  man  votes  in  giving  him  his  appoint- 
ment. Sir,  he  has  no  patronage  at  all.  What- 
ever ha  eqjoji  in  that  way,  he  exercises  by 
the  oonrtes;  of  this  Honse  and  on  no  other 
gronnda.  It  is  very  tme  that  he  iqipoints  the 
Standing  and  Select  Oommittees  of  the  Honse ; 
bnt  by  what  right?  Under  a  rale  of  the 
House.     Bnt  who  made  that  rale)    We  have 


he  shall  appoint  those  committees  nntil  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  Honse.  Be  is  the  creature 
of  this  Eonaa,  and  holds  his  existence  by  its 
tffeatli,  and  can  be  annihilated  at  it«  pleasare. 
I  say,  then,  that,  as  we  elect  a  Speaker  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Hoase  itseli^  that  it  may 
thereby  be  enabled  with  more  ease  and  order 
te  dtadtarge  its  daty,  we  ore  not  responsible  to 
the  people,  whether  we  make  A  or  B  onr  in- 
strument for  that  purpose.  When  we  vote 
npou  (t  law,  we  are  responsible,  and  the  peop 
have  a  right  to  know  who  voted  for  and  wJ 
voted  agunst  it ;  bnt  whether  we  put  A  or 
in  oar  ohair,  ia  a  matter  of  oars,  and  not  of 
thura.  The  on^  oWect  ia  requiring  a  skilfnl 
and  azperienced  infvidnal  in  that  important 
station,  ia,  that  the  House  may  thereby  oome 
to  right  resolte  with  greater  ^teed  and  certainty 
thsn  would  be  poaaibla  in  any  other  way. 
Then  that  point  is  accomplished  oar  doty  is 
pcribrmed. 

lIosnaT,  J'annary  IV. 

Cumitrland  Soad. 

The  House  then  treat  into  Committee  of 
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the  Whole  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumber- 
land road — the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
BcoKU(A2i  being  under  ccnaideration. 

Mr.  BuoHAirur  ^aid  that  the  bill  and  the 
amendment  now  before  the  committee  presented 
a  snlfject  for  discussion  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  American  people.  It  is  not  a  question 
(said  Mr.  B.)  whether  we  shall  keep  die  road 
in  repMT  by  annnal  appropriations;  nor  whether 
we  snaU  expend  oUior  millions  in  ooustructing 
other  Cnmberland  roads;  these  would  be  com- 
paratively unimportant;  bnt  it  ia  a  question, 
npon  the  determination  of  which,  in  m  j  hnmble 
jud^ent,  depends  the  coutinned  existence  of 
the  Federal  oonatitntion,  in  any  thing  like  its 
native  nnrity.  Let  it  once  be  established  that 
the  Feaeral  Government  con  enter  the  dominion 
of  the  States;  interfere  with  their  domestic 
concerns ;  erect  toll-gates  over  all  the  military, 
commercial,  and  post  roads,  within  their  terri- 
tories, and  define  and  ponish,  by  laws  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  conrts  of  the  United  States,  offences 
committed  npon  these  roads ;  and  the  barriers, 
which  were  ereol«d  by  onr  ancestors  with  so 
much  core,  between  Federal  and  State  power, 
are  entirely  prostrated.  This  single  act  would, 
in  iteeli^  be  a  longer  stride  towaras  consolida- 
tion than  the  Federal  Government  have  ever 
made;  and  it  wonld  be  a  precedent  for  estab- 
lishing a  eonatrnction  for  the  Federal  conaUtn- 
tion  so  vague,  and  so  indefinite,  that  it  might 
be  made  to  mean  any  thing,  or  nothing. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, again  to  agitate  the  qnestions  which  have 
BO  often  been  discussed  in  this  House,  as  to  the 
powers  of  Congress  in  regard  to  Internal  Im- 
provements. For  my  own  part,  I  cheerfully 
accord  to  the  Federal  Government  the  power  of 
subscribing  stock,  in  companies  incorporated 
by  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads 
and  canals ;  and  I  entertun  no  donbt  whatever, 
but  that  we  can,  under  the  oonstitntion,  ap- 
propriate the  money  of  onr  oonstitaenta  directly 
to  Uie  eonatrnction  of  Internal  Improvementa, 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  through  which 
they  may  pass.  These  powers  I  shall  ever  be 
willing  to  exercise,  njMn  all  proper  occasions. 
Bnt  I  shall  never  be  driven  to  support  any  road 
or  any  canal,  which  my  indgment  disapproves, 
by  a  fear  of  the  senseless  clamor  which  ia 
always  attempted  to  be  r^sed  against  members 
upon  this  floor,  as  enemies  to  Internal  Improve- 
ment who  dare  to  vote  agdnst  any  meaaure 
which  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Oansla 
think  proper  to  bring  before  this  House.  It 
was  my  intention  to  mscuss  t^e  power  of  Con- 
gKaa  to  paaa  the  bill,  and  its  policy,  separately, 
Upon  reflection,  I  find  these  snl^eots  are  so  in- 
timately blended,  they  cannot  easily  be  sepa- 
rated. I  shall,  therefore,  consider  them  to- 
gether. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  np<m  the  subject.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  present  a  short  historical 
aketch  of  the  Cnmberland  road.  It  owes  ita 
ori{^  to  a  compact  between  the  State  of  Ohio 
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and  the  United  States.  In  1802,  Congress  pro- 
posed to  the  convention  which  formed,  the  cod~ 
Btitntion  of  Ohio,  that  tlie;'  iroold  grant  to  tliBt 
Stat«  one  section  of  land  in  each  township,  for 
the  use  of  schools ;  that  ^ey  wonld  also  grant 
to  it  Mveral  tracts  of  land  on  which  there  were 
salt  springs ;  and  that  five  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  fiitare  sales  of  public  lands 
within  its  territory  shoold  be  applied  to  the 
purpose  of  making  public  roads,  "leading  ihnn 
the  navigable  waters  emptying  into  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Ohio,  to  the  said  Btate,  and  throngh 
the  same."  The  act,  however,  distinctly  de- 
clares that  snch  roada  shall  be  Md  ont  osder 
the  authority  of  Congress,  "with  the  consent 
oftheseverBJ  States  tnrongh  which  the  road 
shall  pass."  These  terms  were  offered  by  Con- 
grew  to  the  Stat«  of  Ohio,  provided  she  woold 
exempt,  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance,  all  the  land 
which  should  be  sold  by  the  United  States 
within  her  territory,  from  every  species  of  taxa- 
tion, for  the  space  of  five  years  after  the  day  of 
sale.  This  proposition  of  Congress  was  accept- 
ed by  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  it  thns  became 
k  compact,  the  terms  of  which  conld  not  he 
chancM  without  the  consent  of  both  the  con- 
tracting parties.  By  the  terms  of  the  compact, 
this  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  or  the 
sales  of  the  public  land  was  applicable  to  two 
objects;  the  first,  the  construction  of  roads 
leading  from  the  Atiantic  to  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  the  second,  the  constmctton  of  roads  within 
tiut  State.  In  1803,  Congress,  at  the  request 
of  Ohio,  apportioned  this  fund  between  these 
two  objects.  Tliree  of  the  five  per  cent  was 
appropriated  to  the  constmction  of  roads 
within  the  State ;  leaving  only  two  pw  cent. 
^plicable  to  roads  leading  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Atiantic  to  it. 

In  Uarch,  180S,  Congress  determined  to  m>- 
plv  this  two  per  cent,  fond  to  the  object  for 
which  it  was  destined,  and  passed  "An  act  to 
regnlate  the  laying  out  and  making  of  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  m  the  State  of  luryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio."  Under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  before  the  President  could  proceed  to 
out  a  unKie  tree  upon  the  route  of  the  road,  it, 
was  ms&  necessary  to  obttdn  the  consent  of  the 
States  through  which  it  passed.  The  Federal 
Government  asked  Karjland,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virgtoio,  for  permission  to  make  it,  and  each 
of  them  granted  this  privilege  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  would  have  done  to  a  private 
individiisl,  or  to  a  corporation  created  by  their 

Congress,  at  that  day,  asserted  no  other  right 
than  a  mere  power  to  appropriate  the  money  of 
the'ir  constituents  to  the  construction  of  this 
road,  after  the  consent  of  these  States  should 
be  obtuned.  The  idea  of  a  sovereign  power  in 
this  Government  to  make  the  road,  and  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  it  in  repair,  does  not,  then,  appear  U> 
have  ever  entered  the  ima^nation  of  the 
warmest  advocate  for  federal  power.  The 
federalism  of  that  day  would  have  shrunk  with 


horror  from  snch  a  spectre.  There  is  a  circum- 
stance worthy  of  remark  in  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  passed  in 
April,  1807,  aathoridng  the  Preddent  of  the 
UnitM  States  to  open  this  road.  It  mmts  thin 
power  upon  condition  that  the  road  should  pass 
throogh  Uniontown  and  Washington,  if  pnoti- 
cable.  The  grant  was  accepted  npon  this  omi- 
dition,  and  the  road  was  omstrocted.  Its 
length  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  ita 
construction  and  repairs  have  cost  the  United 
States  one  million  seven  hundred  and  mxty-mx 
thonsond  one  hnndred  and  six^-dx  dollars  and 
thirty-eight  cents:  whilst  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  which  wehad  boand  ourselves  to  apply  to 
this  purpose,  amoaut«d,  on  the  80th  of  Jane^ 
1823,  the  date  of  the  last  official  statement 
within  my  knowledge,  only  to  the  sum  of  one 
hnndred  and  eighty-seven  tiionsand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  dollars  and  thirty -one  cents; 
less  than  one-ninth  of  the  cost  of  the  road. 
This  road  has  cost  the  United  States  more  than 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  mil«. 
This  extravagant  expenditure  shows,  conclu- 
sively, that  it  is  much  more  politic  fbr  nsto  en- 
list individual  interest  in  the  cause  of  Internal 
Improvement,  hf  subscribing  stock,  than  to 
becomeonrselvessoleproprietora.  AnyGovom- 
ment,  unless  under  extraordinary  circumManoee. 
will  pay  one-third  more  for  constructing  a  road 
or  cmal,  than  would  be  expended  by  indlvidTiala 
in  accompUshing  the  same  olject. 

I  shall  now  ^iroceed  to  the  aignment.  Upon 
a  review  of  this  brief  history,  what  is  the  oon- 
clusion  at  which  we  mnst  arrive  t  That  tlus 
road  was  made  by  the  United  States,  as  a  mere 
proprietor,  to  carry  into  effect  a  contract  with 
the  Btate  of  Ohio,  and  not  as  a  sovere^.  la 
its  construction,  the  Federal  Government  pro- 
ceeded as  any  corporation  or  private  individnal 
would  have  done.  We  askod  the  States  fbr 
permission  to  make  the  road  through  the  terri- 
tories over  which  their  sovereign  anthority  ex- 
tended. After  that  permission  had  been  ob- 
tained, we  appropriated  the  money,  and  otm- 
stmcted  the  road.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania 
even  annexed  a  condition  to  her  grant,  with 
which  the  United  Statee  complied.  She  also 
conferred  upon  the  agents  of  the  United  BtAtes 
the  power  of  taking  materials  for  the  consbno- 
tton  and  repair  of  this  road,  withont  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  making  a  just  compeosalaoa 
therefor.  This  compensation  was  to  be  asoei^ 
tained  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  not 
nnder  those  of  the  United  State*.  The  mode 
of  proceeding  to  assess  damages  tn  such  cobm 
against  the  United  States  was  preoiady  the 
same  as  it  is  agunet  corporations,  created  by 
her  own  laws,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  eonatmoting 
roads. 


What,  then,  does  this  precedent  establish  I 

mply,  that  the  United  States  may  appropriate 
money  for  the  constmction  of  a  road  through 


the  territories  of  a  State,  with  its  consent;  and 
I  do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  but  that  we 
poseeas  this  power.    What  does  (he  present  bill 
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to  UiiH  road,  from  that  of  a  simple  proprietor  to 
a  aareraign.  1o  declare  to  tae  nation,  that, 
■IthoDgfa  they  had  to  uk  the  States  of  Karyand, 
FenoBylTania,  and  Virginia,  for  permisaion  to 
make  the  road,  now,  after  it  ia  oomplet^d,  thej 
irlll  axeroise  Jnradiotion  over  it,  and  oolleot 
tolls  upon  it,  under  die  authority  of  their  own 
laws,  for  the  parpoae  of  keeping  it  in  repair. 
We  will  not  uk  the  Stat«e  to  erect  toll  gates 
tor  -OB.  We  are  determined  to  exercise  that 
power  onraelTes.  The  Federal  GoTemment 
first  introdaoed  iteelf  into  tlie  States  aa  a  friend, 
bj  permiadon ;  it  now  wiahea  to  hold  poasea- 
rioD  as  ft  aoTereign,  b^  power. 
'  Thia  road  waa  made  in  the  manner  that  one 
indepeiMteat  «overeign  would  constmot  a  road 
throwi  tiie  temtonea  of  mother.  Had  Yir- 
i^nittbeea  a  party  to  the  compact  with  Ohio, 
uiat«ad  of  the  United  States,  she  wonld  have 
Baked  the  permission  of  Maryland  and  Pennayl- 
vania  to  conatrnct  tlte  Onmberland  road  tbrongh 
their  territories,  and  it  wonld  have  been 
granted.  Bot  what  would  have  been  onr 
ttdtmiahment,  after  this  permisaioi),  had  Yir- 
^ia  attempted  to  asanme  jnriadiellon  over  the 
ro«d  in  Pennsylvania,  to  erect  toU  gates  upon 
it  nnder  the  authority  of  her  own  lawa,  and  to 
pnnish  offenders  against  these  lawa  in  her  own 
marts.  Tet  the  two  oaaee  are  nearly  parallel. 
The  right  to  demand  toll,  and  to  stop  and 
pOidgh  paseengera  for  refusing  to  pay  it,  la  em- 
iriiaticaUj  »  sovereign  rigbt,  and  has  ever  been 
to  considered  amongst  civilized  nations.  The 
power  to  erect  toll  gatea  necesaarilf  impliea. 
1st.  The  stoppage  of  the  ^asseoKer  nntil  he  ahall 
faj  tiie  toll.  2d.  Eia  tnal  and  punishment,  if 
ne  shonld,  either  b;  foroe  or  by  &aad,  evade, 
or  attempt  to  evade,  ite  payment.  8.  A  discre- 
titxiary  power  as  to  the  amoant  of  toll.  4th. 
"Die  bial  and  pnniahment  of  persons  who  maj 
wilfolly  ii^ore  th%  road,  or  violate  the  police 
ertaUished  npon  it  These  powers  are  neoee- 
wily  implied.  Without  the  exercise  of  them, 
70a  ooold  not  proceed  with  ssfety  to  oolleot 
the  toll  for  a  single  day.  Other  powers  will 
soon  be  eieroised.  If  yon  compel  passengers 
to  pay  toll,  the  power  of  protecting  them  whilst 
bavelliog  along  yonr  road  is  almost  a  neoessary 
incident.  The  soverrign,  who  receives  the  toll, 
ou^t  naturally  to  poBsess  the  power  of  protect- 
ing bim  who  paja  it.  To  vest  the  power  of 
(temanduig  toll  in  one  sovereign,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  traveller's  person  in  anotJier, 
wonld  be  almost  an  abeot^ty.  The  Federal 
Government  wonld  probably,  ere  long,  ezeroiae 
Um  power  of  trying  and  punishing  mnrders  and 
robberies,  and  all  other  offences  committed 
upon  the  road.  To  what  jorisdiction  would 
the  trial  and  pmuahment  of  these  offencea 
neocnaarily  belong  I  To  the  ooorts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  them  alone.  In  Ohio, 
in  New  York,  in  Yimnia,  and  in  Ifaryland,  it 
bu  been  determined  that  State  ooorta,  even 
if  Gongrees  shonld  confer  it,  have  no  Jorisdic- 
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tion  over  any  penal  action  or  criminal  offence, 
agunst  the  lawa  of  the  United  States, 

Even  if  these  decirionswere  incorrect,  still  it 
haa  never  been  aeriooaly  contended  that  State 
ooortH  were  bonnd  to  t^e  jnrifldiction  in  such 
oases.  It  must  be  admitted  by  all,  that  Con- 
gress have  not  the  power  to  compel  an  execu- 
tion of  their  criminal  or  penal  laws  by  the 
oonrta  of  the  States.  This  is  sufficient  for  my 
argnment.  Even  if  the  power  existed,  in  State 
courts,  diejnever  ought,  unices  npon  eitraordt- 
nary  occasions,  to  try  and  to  punish  offences 
committed  agunat  the  United  States.  The  peace 
and  the  harmony  of  the  people  of  this  country 
require  that  the  powers  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments should  never  be  blended.  The  dividiw 
line  between  their  separate  jurisdictions  aho^ 
be  clearly  marked;  otherwise  danguoos  colli- 
sions between  them  must  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. In  two  of  the  States,  thnmgb  which 
thia  road  passes,  it  has  already  been  determined 
that  their  courts  cannot  take  jurisdiction  over 
offences  committed  a^ainat  tbe  laws  of  Con- 
gress. What,  then,  is  Ihe  inevitable  oonse- 
qnence  I  All  the  penal  enactments  of  this  bill, 
or  of  the  future  bills  which  it  will  become 
neoeasarj  to  pass  to  supply  its  defects,  must  be 
carried  into  ezeontjon  by  the  Federal  courts. 
Any  dtizen  of  the  United  States,  charged  wiUi 
the  moat  trifling  offbnoe  against  the  police  of 
this  road,  most  be  draped  for  trial  to  the 
Federal  oonrt  of  that  State  within  whose  iuria- 
diction  k  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed. 
If  committed  in  Maryland,  tbe  trial  mnat  take 

Elace  in  Baltimore ;  if  in  Pennsylvania,  at  Pltts- 
nrg;  and  if  in  Virginia,  at  Clarksburg. 
The  distance  of  one  bnndred  or  two  nundred 
miles,  which  he  wonld  be  compelled  to  travel 
to  take  his  trial,  and  the  expenses  which  be 
must  neceasaril;r'  incur,  would,  in  themselvea. 
be  a  eevere  punishment  for  a  more  aggravated 
offence.  Beside^  tbe  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood would  be  harassed  m  attending  as  wit> 
nessea  at  such  a  great  distance  from  their  places 
of  abode.  These,  and  many  other  iaconve- 
niencee,  which  I  shall  not  enomerate,  wonld 
Boon  compel  Congreesto  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  Jostices  of  the  peace,  la  some  other  in- 
ferior tribunals,  along  tii6  wnole  extent  of  the 
Oomberland  road. 

Can  any  man  lay  his  hand  up<xi  his  heart  and 
say  that.  In  his  conscience,  ha  believes  the 
Federal  oonstjtntion  ever  Intended  to  bestow 
such  powers  on  Congress  t  Tbe  great  divlaiona 
of  power,  distinctly  marked  in  tlut  inatnmient, 
ore  external  and  intomoL  The  first  are  eoa- 
ferred  npon  the  General  Government — the  last, 
with  bat  few  exceptions,  and  those  distinctly 
defined,  remain  in  possession  of  the  States.  It 
n^ver — never  was  intended  that  the  vast  and 
mighty  machinery  of  this  Government  should 
be  introduced  into  the  domestic,  the  local,  the 
interior  concernsoftbe  States,  or  that  it  ahoold 
spend  ita  power  in  collecting  toU  at  a  turnpike 
gate.  I  have  not  been  presenting  possible  oases 
to  tiia  otsnmittee.    I  have  confined  myself  to 
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wbat  mvBt  be  tbe  nooeeflai7  eff«ots  of  tha  pa»- 
BBge  of  the  bill  now  before  us.  Bj  what  au- 
thority ie  eaoh  b  tremendoiu  power  claimed  ? 
Tb&t  it  is  not  ezpreeily  given  b;  the  oonstitii- 
tion,  is  oertoin.  If  it  exists  at  all,  it  piwA, 
therefore,  be  incidental  to  lome  ezpreaa  power ; 
and,  in  tlie  langoage  of  the  constitution,  "be 
necessarj  and  Proper  for  eurying  that  power 
into  eieontjon."  From  the  very  nature  of  in- 
cidental  power,  it  cannot  tranaoend  the  apecifie 
power  which  oolk  it  into  eziBtenoa.  The 
stream  camot  &vw  higher  than  its  fonntain. 
This  principle  applies,  with  peculiar  force,  to 
the  construction  of  tbe  oonstitation.  For  the 
porpose  of  canying  into  effect  anj  of  its  sped- 
fio  powers,  it  would  be  abenrd  to  oontend  that 
jon  might  exerotae  another  power,  greater  and 
more  dangeroDs  than  that  expressly  given. 
The  means  most  be  mbordinate  to  the  end. 
Were  any  other  oonstraotion  to  prevul,  this 
Government  would  no  longer  be  one  of  liinited 
powers. 

The  present  case  affords  a  striking  and  forcible 
Ulostratton  of  this  principle.  Let  it  be  eranted 
that  yon  have  a  right,  aa  propH^tor,  by  the 
permiHsion  of  the  States,  to  make  a  road  throngh 
their  territories,  can  it  ever  follow,  as  an  inci- 
dent to  this  mere  power  of  appropriating  the 
poblic  money,  that  yon  may  eieroise  jmisdio- 
tion  over  this  very  road,  as  a  sovereign!  If 
yoD  ooold,  the  inddent  is  as  much  greater  than 
the  principle,  as  sovereign  is  superior  to  individ- 
ual power.  It  doea  foQow  that  yon  oan  keep 
the  road  in  repur,  by  appropriations,  In  the 
same  manner  tlmt  yon  have  made  it ;  hnt  this 
is  the  utmost  limit  of  jonr  ffower.  What,  sir  1 
Elxoiasive  Jnrisdiotioa  over  the  road,  for  its 
preservation,  and  for  the  pnnishment  of  all 
offenders  who  travel  npon  it,  and  that  as  an  in- 
ddent to  the  mere  power  of  copending  yonr 
money  upon  it*  constmctaonl  The  idea  is  ab- 
atird. 

Under  the  power  ^ven  to  Congress  "  to  eo- 
tablish  post  offices  and  post  roads,'' the  Federal 
Government  possess  the  nndonbted  right  of 
oonverting  any  road  already  oonstmoted,  with- 
in any  State  of  this  Union,  into  a  post  road. 
Let  it  also  t>e  granted,  for  tha  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  they  possess  the  power,  independ- 
ently of  the  will  of  the  StatefL  to  constmot  aa 
many  post  roads  throughont  tne  Union  as  they 
think  proper,  and  to  keep  them  in  repair;  doea 
it  follow  that  they  can  establish  toll  gates  upon 
snoh  roads  ?  Oertainly  not  What  ia  the  na- 
tore  of  the  power  conferred  npon  Oongress  f  It 
h  a  mere  right  to  carry  and  protect  the  mall. 
It  is  confined  to  a  single  purpose — to  the 
transportation  of  the  mul.  Mid  the  punishment 
of  offences  whieb  violate  that  right  This  is 
the  sole  object  of  the  power — the  sole  purpose 
for  which  it  was  called  into  existence.  Over 
some  post  roads,  the  mail  is  oarried  onoeper 
day ;  and  over  others  once  per  week .  with 
what  Justice  can  it  be  contended  that  this  right 
of  passage  for  a  single  purpose — this  occasional 
use  of  the  roads  within  the  different  Statea  for 


poet  roads — vceta  in  Oonpvst  the  power  of 
dosing  up  tiiase  roads  agunat  all  the  citixens 
of  those  States,  at  all  time^  ontil  they  have 
paid  snob  a  t<dl  aa  we  may  think  proper  to  im- 
pose. Let  me  present  the  naked  ailment  d 
gentlemen  before  their  own  eyes.  Oongress 
have  the  right,  under  the  constitntion,  "  to  w- 
tatdish  poat  offices  and  post  roads."  As  an 
inddent  they  poas«M  the  power  of  coostracting 
poet  roads.  As  another  mcident  to  thia  right 
of  passage  for  a.  sin^e  purpose  Uiey  possess  the 
power  to  aaenme  jnnadictjon  over  all  poeb 
roads  in  the  different  States,  and  prevent  anjy 
•pexaam  trom  pasung  over  them,  unleea  npod 
such  terms  as  tliey  may  prescribe.  Thiswonld, 
indeed,  be  oonstmotion  construed,  J  'wonld 
ask  the  ^ntleman  from  Ti^inia,  (Kr.  Mkbgxb,) 
to  inrmsh  the  committee  with  an  answer  Ut. 
this  ai^ument  If  I  were  to  grant  to  that  genJ- 
tleman  a  rig^t  of  passage,  for  a  partionlar  par- 
pose  only,  over  a  road  which  belonged  to  met, 
what  would  be  my  surprise  and  indignation, 
were  he  to  ahnt  it  up,  by  the  erection  of  toll 
gates,  and  proMbit  me  fiom  passing  unless  I 
paid  him  UAi, 

Should  CongresB  act  upon  tha  precedent 
which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  establlah, 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  dangers  which 
muat  follow,  to  the  States  and  to  the  people  of 
this  country.  Upon  this  branch  of  Uie  qnea- 
tjon,  permit  me  to  quote  the  laagoage  of  iii. 
Monroe,  in  his  celebrated  Message  of  M17, 1828, 
denying  the  oonatitutjoDal  power  of  Congress 
to  erect  toll  gates  on  tha  Oumbeiland  road: 
"  I^  said  he,  ike  United  States  possessed  the 
power  contended  for  under  this  grant  might 
they  not,  in  adopting  the  roads  of  the  individnal 
States  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail,  as  haa  beat 
done,  asBuma  Jnriadiotion  over  them,  aod  pre- 
clude'a  right  to  interfere  with,  or  alter  themt 
Hight  they  not  establish  turnpikes,  and  exer- 
cise all  the  other  aots  of  sovereign^  above 
stated,  over  sndh  roads,  necessary  to  proteot 
them  from  ii^ury,  and  defray  the  eipenee  at 
repairing  themt  Snrdy,  if  the  right  exists, 
these  consequences  neceesarily  foUowed,  as 
soon  as  the  road  was  established.  The  ab- 
surdity of  such  a  pretenmon  most  be  t^parent 
to  all  who  examine  it.  In  this  way,  a  large 
portion  of  the  territory  of  every  State  might  be 
taken  from  it;  for  there  is  scarcdy  a  rmid  in 
any  State  which  will  not  be  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  A  new  field  for  tegislsr 
tion  and  internal  government  wonld  thna  bo 
opened."  Arguments  of  the  same  nature  wonld 
apply  with  equal,  if  not  with  greater  force,  to 
those  roads  which  might  be  used  by  the  United 
States  for  the  transportation  of  military  storeo, 
or  as  the  medium  of  commerce  between  th« 
different  States.  I  ahall  not  now  enlarge  npon 
titis  branch  of  the  subject,  believing  it,  as  I  do^ 
to  be  wholly  □nneoeasary. 

There  ia  another  view  of  this  sulyeet,  whidb 
I  deem  to  be  oonoIusiTe.  The  Conatitntion  c^ 
the  United  States  provides  that  "  CcHwress  ah^ 
have  power  to  ezeroiM  eidudn  le^alatkn  ia 
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ill  CUM  whatsoeTer,  over  Bnch  district  (not 
etMeding  ten  milw  sqaare)  oa  nuij,  b?  ceaaion 
of  particular  States,  and  the  aooeptanoe  of  Oon- 
groM,  bMdme  the  mst  of  the  OoTemment  of 
the  Umted  States,  and  to  ezerdM  the  like  an- 
Hiorit;  over  ^'placea  purehaaed  bj  the  con- 
MOt  of  the  Le^alatare  of  the  State  in  which 
the  iame  ahaU  be,  fbr  the  ereotioa  of  forU, 
mawuioes,  arsensla,  doctfsrda,  and  other 
needful  biuldings."  This  ia  tbe  only  olanae  in 
the  oonstitntton  which  anthorizes  (he  Federal 
Goremment  to  aoqnire  jnriBdiotton  over  any 
portioii  of  the  territory  of  the  States ;  and  this 
power  ia  expressly  confined  to  ench  forts, 
nwgazbieB,  arHenata,  dochyarda,  and  other  iieed- 
(tal  buildings,  as  the  States  may  consider  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Yon  will 
thne,  sir,  perceive,  with  what  jealousy  oar  aa- 
OMtors  conferred  J  nrisdiotion  npon  this  Qovem- 
ment — even  over  gnoh  places  as  were  absolute- 
ly necessary  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
war.  This  powei^-whioh  is  tbe  power  of  self- 
defence — of  self-preservation — the  power  given 
to  this  Qovemiuent  of  wielding  the  whole 
physical  force  of  tbe  coontry,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  existence  and  Its  liberties— -does  not 
confer  any  implied  jurisdiction  over  the  smallest 
portion  at  territory.    An  express  authority  is 

g'vea  t«  acquire  Jurisdiction,  fbr  mllitaij  and 
r  naval  pnrpoees,  and  for  them  alone,  with 
tiie  ooosent  of  tbe  States.  Unless  that  consent 
has  been  first  obtained,  the  vast  power  of  war 
eonfen  no  incidental  jurisdiction,  even  over  the 
oanaon  in  yonr  national  fortJfiostions.  How, 
fiien,  can  it  be  contended,  with  the  least  hope 
of  Boooeaa,  that  tbe  same  oonstitntJon,  which 
thus  expressly  limits  onr  power  of  acquiring 
Jntisdietion,  to  particular  spots,  necesBsry  for 
the  purpose  of  national  defence,  should,  by  im- 
plication, as  an  incident  to  the  power  to  estab- 
Ush  post  ofBoes  and  post  roads,  aathorize  us 
to  sasnme  Juris^otion  over  a  road  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  over  all  the 
other  post  roads  iu  the  country.  If  this  con- 
ctrootion  be  correct,  all  the  limitatiooa  npoa 
Federal  power  oontuaed  in  the  constitution, 
are  idle  and  vain.  There  is  no  power  which 
this  Government  shall  ever  wish  to  tisurp, 
which  cannot,  by  ingenuity,  be  found  Inrking 
in  some  of  the  express  powers  granted  by  the 
eonatitntion.  In  my  humble  Judgment,  the 
■rgDineot  in  favor  of  the  constructive  power  to 
pass  the  sedition  law  is  mnob  more  plausible 
than  any  which  can  be  nrged  by  the  advocates 
of  this  bill,  in  favor  of  its  passage.  I  beg 
nntlemen  to  reflect,  before  they  vote  in  its 
uvor. 

I  tfaanfc  the  genHeman  trota  Ohio,  (Mr.  Tarcb,) 
tor  hAving  reminded  me  of  the  resolution  pBased 
by  the  Legidatnre  of  Pennsylvania,  at  their 
iMt  session,  which  authorizes  tiie  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  erect  toll  gates  upon  this  road, 
withfa)  Uiat  conunonwe^th ;  to  "  enforce  the 
eoUection  of  tolls,  and,  generally,  to  do  and 
perform  any  and  every  other  act  and  thing 
wfaioh  TMj  be  deemed  neoessary  to  ensure  the 


permanent  repair  and  preservation  of  the  said 

I  fbel  the  most  nnfbJimed  reroeot  for  the 
Legislature  of  my  native  State.  Their  defiber- 
ate  opinion,  upon  any  snljeot,  will  always  have 
a  powerftil  influence  over  my  judgment.  It  is 
fairly  entitled  to  as  much  consideration  as  the 
<niinion  of  this  or  any  other  legislative  body  in 
the  Union.  This  resolution,  however,  was 
adopted,  as  I  have  been  informed,  withont 
much  deliberation  and  without  debate.  It 
owes  its  psBsage  to  the  anxious  desire  which 
that  body  IM  to  preserve  the  Cumberland  road 
from  ruin,  Tbe  constitutional  question  was 
not  brought  Into  discussion.  Had  it  been  fairly 
submitted  to  tbe  Republican  L^lslature,  I  most 
solemnly  believe  they  would  have  been  the  last 
in  the  Union  to  sanction  the  assumption,  by 
(his  Govemmeat,  of  a  Jurisdiction  so  ultra- 
federal  in  ita  natnr&  and  so  well  oaloulated  to 
destroy  the  rights  of  Ibe  States. 

But  this  resolution  can  havs  no  influenoo 
upon  tbe  present  discussion.  The  people  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  never  conferred  upon 
Qmr  LegislsMre  the  power  to  cede  jurisdiction 
over  any  ponion  of  their  territory  to  the  United 
Statea,  or  to  any  other  sovereign.  If  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  different  States  oonld  exercise 
such  a  powe^  tbe  road  to  consolidation  would 
be  direct  If  they  can  code  jurisdiction  to  this 
Qovemment  over  any  portion  of  their  territo- 
ries, they  can  cede  the  whole,  and  Qma  alto- 
gether destroy  tbe  Federal  system. 

Even  if  the  Stetes  possess  the  power  to  cede, 
the  United  States  have  no  power  to  accept  such 
cessions.  Their  authority  to  accept  cessions  of 
jurisdiction  is  confined  to  places  "for  the  ereo- 
tion  of  forts,  msgazinea,  arsensls,  dsckyards, 
and  other  needfbl  buildings."  Hi.  Monroe  in 
the  Kessage  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
declares  his  opinion,  "that  Congress  do  not 

KBsees  this  power ;  that  the  Stat^  individual- 
cannot  grant  it ;  for,  although  they  may 
assent  to  ^e  appropriation  of  money,  within 
their  limits,  for  such  purposes,  they  csn  grant 
no  power  of  jurisdiouon,  or  sovereignty,  by 
spedal  compacts  with  the  United  States." 

I  think  it  is  thus  rendered  abundautiy  clear, 
that,  if  Congress  do  not  possess  the  ]>ower, 
under  the  Federal  constitotion,  to  pass  this  bill, 
the  States  tiirough  which  the  road  passes  can- 
not confer  it  upon  them.  I  feel  convinced  that 
even  the  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill  (Ur, 
Hbbokb)  will  not  contend  that  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  could  bestow 
any  Jurisdiction  upon  this  Government  I  am, 
justified  in  this  inference,  because  that  resolu- 
tion Is,  in  its  nature,  conditional,  and  requires 
that  the  amount  of  tolls  collected  in  Pennsyl- 
vania shall  be  aj^lied,  exclusively  to  the  repair 
of  the  road  within  that  State ;  and  tbe  present 
bill  oontuns  no  provision  to  carry  this  condition 
into  effect  The  gentleman  cannot,  therefore, 
derive  his  authority  to  pass  this  bill  from* 
grant,  the  provisiras  of  wMoh  he  has  disre- 
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Thia  qneetion  has  already  been  settled,  so  far 
aa  a  solemn  legislatwe  precedent  can  aettJa  an; 
qneetion.  DnHng  the  seedon  of  ie21'-'3,  a  liill, 
dtnllar  in  ita  proviaiona  to  tlie  one  now  before 
the  ooDunittee,  paased  both  Honaes  of  Congress. 
Tbe  rote,  on  ita  passage  in  this  Honae,  was 
eightj-seren  In  the  affirmatlTe,  and  dzt7-M^t 
in  the  negaliTe,  Mr.  IfoiToe.  then  Fi«ddrat 
of  the  United  StatM,  rotnroed  thia  bill  to  Qie 
House  of  Bepresent^vea,  with  his  ol^ectiona. 
80  powerful,  and  bo  convincing,  were  Mb  argn- 
inenta,  that,  upon  its  reoonaideration,  bnt  dztj- 
eiglit  members  voted  in  the  affirmative,  whilat 
teventf-tvo  votod  in  the  negative.  Tha»,  sir, 
jon  peroNve,  that  this  House  have  slreadj 
•oleninlj  declared,  in  aooordanoe  with  the  de- 
Uberate  opinion  of  the  late  Prendeut  of  the 
noittid  Statea,  that  Oongreas  do  not  poaeees  the 
power  to  erect  toll  g^ei  upon  the  Oiunberiand 
road.  That  distuwushed  individoal  was  the 
last  of  the  race  of  BeTolntJooarj  Pretidttita, 
and,  from  the  sonndneaa  <^  his  judgment,  and 
the  elevated  statiosB  wbioh  he  has  occupied, 
his  opinion  is  entitled  to  the  utmost  req>eot. 
Be  was  an  aotor  in  man;  of  the  peUtjoal  scenes 
of  that  day  when  the  conaticntion  was  frsmed, 
and  when  it  went  into  operation,  under  the 
ans^OM  of  Wasliington— ''  all  which  he  saw, 
and  part  of  which  he  was."  He  is,  therefore, 
one  of  tbe  few  anrviving  statesmen,  who,  from 
actual  knowledge,  can  inform  the  present  gen- 
eration what  were  the  opinions  of  the  past,  ' 
The  eolenuit;-  and  the  ability  with  which  he 
has  redated  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  Con' 
greas  to  pasa  thia  bill  prove,  oonolnmvely,  the 
great  importanoe  which  he  attached  to  the 
subject. 

Dnrina  that  seasion,  which  was  the  first  I 
bod  the  fiOnor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  voted 
fbr  the  poaaage  of  that  bUL  I  hod  not  reflected 
noon  the  oonatitntional  queetiouj  and  I  was  an 
oavooate  of  the  pc^oj  of  keeping  the  road  in 
repair  by  collecting'  tolls  fi«m  those  who 
travelled  upon  it  After  I  read  the  oonatJtn- 
tional  ol^eotiona  of  Ur.  Monroe,  my  opinion 
was  changed,  and  I  have  ever  smoe  been  en- 
deavoring, upon  oU  proper  occasions,  to  atone 
for  my  vote,  by  advocating  a  cession  of  the 
road  to  the  respective  States  through  which  it 
possee,  that  they  may  erect  toll  gatce  upon  it 
and  keep  it  in  repiur.  There  was  a  time  in 
the  historj  of  this  country — I  refer  to  the  daja 
of  the  first  President  of  the  United  Btotee— 
when  thia  Oovemment  was  feeble,  and  when, 
in  addition  t^i  ita  own  powers,  the  weight  of 
his  personal  oharaotor  was  neoee»ary  fi^rly  to  put 
it  in  motion.  Jealousy  of  Federal  power  was 
then  the  order  of  theday.  The  gulf  of  conaoli- 
dation  then  yawned  before  the  unagination  of 
many  of  our  wiaest  and  best  patriots,  ready  to 
swallow  np  the  righta  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  In  those  daya,  thia  vast 
machine  had  scarcely  got  Into  regoW  motion. 
Its  power  and  its  patronage  were  then  in  their 
in&iiOT,  and  there  waa,  perh^w,  more  danger 
that  the  jealousy  of  tiw  States  airraid  destroy 


the  efficiency  of  the  Federal  Qovenmient^  ttau 
that  it  ahoald  cmah  their  power.  Times  have 
changed.  The  days  of  it«  feebleneea  aad  of 
obildnood  have  pawed  away.  Itisnowagiant 
— a  Briareus  —  stietching  forth  ita  hundred 
arms,  diqieoBhig  its  patronage,  and  increaring 
ita  power  over  eveiy  pmtion  ot  the  Unimi, 
What  patronage  and  what  power  have  the 
States  to  oppose  to  thia  increasing  influMteet 
Glanoe  your  eye  over  the  extent  of  the  Union; 
compare  State  offices  with  tliose  of  the  United 
States;  and  whether  avarice  cw  ambiUoa  ba 
consulted,  those  which  belong  to  the  Geoeral 
Government  are  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  tha 
offioea  which  the  &tat«e  can  beetow.  Jealooay 
of  Federal  power — not  of  a  narrow  and  mean 
character,  bnt  a  watohfiii  and  unoomi^omising 
Jealonay — is  now  the  dictate  of  tiie  soundest 
patriotism.  The  General  Oovemment  poaseoaes 
the  ezdnave  ri^t  to  impose  duties  upon  im- 
porta—by  &r  the  most  prodnetive  and  tbe 
most  popular  source  of  revenue.  United  sod 
powerfid  efforts  ore  now  making  to  de^roy  the 
revenue  which  the  States  derive  from  salias  at 
auction.  Thifl  Government  is  now  asked  to  in- 
teipoae  its  power  between  Qie  buyer  and  seller, 
and  pQt  down  public  soles  of  merchandise  with- 
in the  difierent  Stat«e — a  enlgect,  heretotbre, 
believed  to  be  within  the  exolufdveJuriscUctMsi 
of  the  State  sovereigntiee.  IVbilst  the  Fed^nl 
Government  hsa  been  odvanong  with  rapM 
strides,  tha  people  of  the  BtMes  have  seldom 
been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  danger. 
In  the  late  political  stru^l&  the^  were  aroused, 
and  they  nobly  maintamed  their  own  ri^ta. 
Thia,  I  tnut^  will  always  be  the  ease  here&«r. 
Thank  Heaven  1  whilst  the  pewle  eontinoe 
true  to  thonsdvea,  the  OMutitntion  oontuns 
within  itaelf  those  prindples  whioh  must  ever 
leerve  It.  From  its  very  nature— frtnn  a 
...ferenoe  of  opinion  as  to  the  oonafaruotive 
powera  which  may  be  neoesasry  and  premier  to 
carry  those  which  are  enumerated  into  e^ct 
-it  most  ever  oall  into  existence  two  parties, 
e  one  jealous  of  Federal,  the  other  of  State 
iwer ;  the  one  anxious  to  extend  Federal  in- 


power  and  the  patronage  of  the  General  Gov- 
enunent.  In  the  intermediate  q>aoe  there  will 
be  much  debatable  ^nnd ;  bnt  a  ge&nal  oot- 
liue  will  still  remun,  suffioientiy  diatinet  to 
mark  the  divimon  between  the  ptuitical  parties 
which  have  divided,  and  which  will  proboblj 
continue  to  divide,  the  people  of  this  «onati7. 
Jealonay  of  Federal  power  had  long  been  alum- 
bering.  The  voice  of  Yiiginia,  sounding  the 
aUrm,  haa  at  length  awakened  several  <u  bar 
aiater  States ;  anc^  althongb  they  believe  ber  to 
be  too  strict  In  her  oonatructicm  of  the  ocHisti- 
tution  and  her  doctrines  oonoeming  State 
rights,  yet,  they  are  now  willing  to  do  jurtioe 
to  the  eteadineea  and  patriotiem  of  her  political 
charaoter.  She  has  xept  alive  a  wholesome 
jealtHisy  of  Fed^al  poww. 

If,  tJien,  thue  be  a  par^  in  this  country 
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frieudlj  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  tba 
people,  I  oall  npon  them  to  oppoee  the  p«aMKe 
of  this  bilL  Shonld  it  beoome  a  law,  it  will 
eetabliah  a  preoedant,  nnder  tha  anthoritj  of 
trhioh  the  soveraiga  power  of  this  Qovemment 
can  be  bronght  Some  into  the  domestio  cod- 
oenu  of  eTWj  Btate  in  the  Union.  We  may 
th^  take  under  onr  own  Joriadiotion  ereir  road 
over  wUch  the  mail  ia  oarried,  every  road  over 
which  onr  soldiera  and  warlike  mnnitiona  may 
paai,  and  every  rood  oaed  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  oommeroe  between  uie  several 
States.  Onoe  eatabliah  this  strained  constnio- 
tion  of  tiie  Federal  constitution,  and  I  would 
ttjc  gentlemen  to  p(^t  ont  the  limit  where  this 
qilendid  QoTenuneat  shall  be  compelled  to  stay 
iti  ebartot  wbadiL  Uight  it  not  then  drive 
on  to  oonscdidadon,  under  the  sanation  of  the 
oonatitntion  f 

Is  there  any  necenity  for  venturing  npon 
this  dangerous  and  denbtflil  measure  f  I  qipeal 
to  those  gentlemen  who  suppose  the  power  to 
be  clear,  what  motive  they  can  have  for  fordng 
this  measure  upon  ns,  who  are  of  a  different 
opinic»i  I  Oan  it  make  any  dltEisrenoe  to  them, 
whether  these  toll  gates  shall  be  erected  nnder 
a  law  of  the  United  Bt«t^  or  nnder  State  an- 
"Pennsylva- 
la  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States!  Kobody  wiU 
donbt  Ibeir  right.  I  trust  no  gentleman  npon 
this  floor  will  question  the  fidelity  of  that  State, 
in  oomidying  with  tU  her  engagements.  She 
has  aver  been  true  to  eveiy  trust  Ifshesbonld 
MOMit  of  the  oeaiion,  aa  I  have  no  donbt  she 
would,  I  will  pledge  rayaelf  that  yoQ  diall  never 
tftia  hear  of  the  road,  unless  it  be  that  she  has 
kept  it  ia  good  rapalr,  and  that,  nnder  her  oare, 
it  baa  answered  every  porpose  for  whidi  it 
was  intended. 

I  know  that  some  papular  feeling  has  been 
ezdted  agunst  myself  m  that  portion  of  Penn- 
^Ivanis  throogh  whioh  this  road  passes.  I 
have  been  represented  as  one  of  its  n'eatest 
eoemiea.  I  now  take  occasion  thus  pnUicly  to 
deny  this  allegation.  It  is  true  that  I  cannot 
vote  in  &vor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
thus,  in  my  judgment,  violate  the  oath  which 
i  have  taken  to  support  tiie  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States.  No  nun  oan  eroect  this  fhnn 
me.    BotitisequaUy  true,  that  I  liare  hereto- 


iaroM;  and,  t 


prenil, 


r  that  purpose 
which  ia  oontained  in  this  bill. 

Ur.  Snwai  qK>ke  in  reply,  contending  that 
the  consUtntional  qnestioa  was  not  involved^ 
ioMmneh  as  the  oonstmction  of  the  road  reatea 
ia  a  oontoaot  prior  to  the  conatitntion,  between 
Virginia  and  the  old  Confederation,  in  whioh 
Tirginla  gare  to  the  Confederation  power  to 
reguote  the  road,  when  constmcted,  and  by 
which  all  the  than  existing  States  in  the  Con- 
fiederatioa  were  bonnd. 


TuuDAT,  Jaaoarj  20. 
Propond  Territory  qf  Hvtot^. 

The  bin  establishing  a  new  Territory  west 
of  Hiohigan,  to  be  denominated  the  Territory 
of  Huron,  having  been  set  down  for  this  day, 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Stboso,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories,  briefly  reoapitnlated  the  ground 
fSa  which  the  bill  had  been  proposed,  and  after 
stating  the  population  of  the  country  which  it 
propoeed  to  erect  into  a  territory  to  amount  to 
between  ten  and  fifteen  thouuind  persons,  in- 
elsted  that  tlie  territory  might  be  established 
witb  little  or  no  e^)enae  to  the  Qovemmentj 

e  ^reat  mass  of  the  population  being  engtfea 

mming  on  lands  leased  to  them  by  the  United 
Stfttee,  on  whioh  they  paid  an  annual  tent  of 
about  one  million  of  p«mda  of  iead,  worth,  to 
the  OoTemment,  say  fbrty  thonsffiid  dollars; 
that  citizens  thus  si&uted  were  entitled  to  tlie 
protection  of  the  Qovemment,  and  the  eqjoy- 
meut  of  the  same  civO  ri^ts  and  privileges  as 
oth^  eiliiens  of  the  Union.  Thou^  they  wtt« 
not  Qvnvit  of  the  soil,  tliey  were  not  Intrudwi, 
bnt  they  were  there  by  the  express  permission 
of  Government ;  that,  althonih  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Kiclugao  Territory  extended  over  a  part  rf 
the  country  embraced  by  the  bill,  that  juris- 
diction was  nominal,  more  than  any  thing  else; 
the  Council  sat  at  Detroit,  the  distance  llnnn 
which  to  Qraen  Bay  was  Ax  hundred  miles,  to 
Prairie  da  Ohien  right  hundred,  and  to  Qalena 
more  than  one  thousand.  The  Gonneil  nsoally 
sat  for  dxty  daya  in  the  eimimer,  and  befi»e 
tiie  laws  passed  at  nich  cession  eould  be  pub- 
lished ana  forwarded  to  Green  Bay,  much  lees 
to  Galena,  the  vatras  were  usually  frtnen,  and 
the  practical  resolt  was,  that  the  people  for 
whom  the  laws  were  made  didnotbearof  lliefr 
existence  till  nearly  twelve  monflis  after  they 
were  passed;  andit  had aotoaUylu»pened  that 
laws,  at  the  time  they  l>egan  to  be  enforeed, 
had  been  repealed  by  the  authority  who  passed 
them.  Hence  the  whole  Jorieprndenoe  of  tluit 
re^on  wasnaoeesarily  irregular,  and  sometimes 
Ule^  That  this  was  a  state  of  things  to 
which  no  free  citizens  of  the  United  States  oo^il 
evw  to  be  snljected.  Tlie  frcmtier  to  which 
the  bUl  had  respect,  wa^  in  arery  view,  of  a 
very  interesting  character;  it  bordsted  on  the 
territoriM  of  an  ahen  Govemnicmt,  and  was 
filled  with  Indians,  some  of  whom  were 
avowedly  hostile  to  tike  United  States.  It  was 
obrioudy  proper  that  our  citizens  in  that  ande 
of  the  Union  should  be  ftally  protected  by  uie 
Government,  nor  oould  the  whole  valley  of  the 
lower  ICssissippl  be  indifferent  to  soeh  i«otM- 
tioo.  It  would  prove  agreat  r«Jie^  in  theaveat 
of  sudden  hostilitie*,  operating  to  relieve  tiie 
Uiddle  States  from  the  nncwmity  of  sending 
tiieir  troops  northward,  when  they  mig^tpos- 
ubly  be  still  more  wanted  at  the  sonth.  There 
were  various  points  in  the  ai^puient  which  Hx, 
"    declined  to  touch   nnlen   any  opporition 


■bonld  nndet  it  hit  du^. 
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expresaing  his  conTiotion  that  the  propoaed  ter- 
Titorj  ought  to  be  erected,  imd  that  without 
dels;,  and  hie  hope  thaC  the  hill  vonld  now  1>e 
allowed  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ebxmxb  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  It 
proposed  an  aipense  <w  twenty-fiTe  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  aooommodation 
of  a  few  Indian  traders.  He  did  not  helieve 
that  they  were  near  so  unmeroas  as  had  been 
■tat«d,  fbr  tlie  whole  of  ITichig&D  Territory 
contained  last  year  but  eighteea  thonsand  in- 
habitants. A»  to  the  ohjeotJon  that  those 
people  oonld  not  eiuoy  the  laws  of  Michigan, 
who  believed  that  they  eared  any  tiling  about 
the  lawt  Few,  If  any  of  them,  held  any 
property,  and  they  might  veiy  well  be  left  to 
make  enoh  laws  for  tbemaelves  as  they  oonld 


who  settled  beyond  the  limits  of  Uie  Unit 
States,  and  were  Imown  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Fair  play  dealers,"  who  made  laws  for  them- 
BelT«^  an4  Mthfdlly  obeyed  them.  The  dlvid- 
htf  of  the  Territory  of  Midhigan,  at  this  time, 
might  retard  its  adinisBion,  as  a  State,  into  the 
Union^or  twen^r  years. 

Hr.  Wino,  of  ludiigan,  vindicated  the  oharao- 
ter  of  those  whom  Mr.  K,  had  so  roughly 
handled.  A  more  reepeotable  population  was 
nowhere  to  be  fonnd.  There  are  among  them 
many  men  who,  in  ent^rpnae,  information, 
eapital,  and  extent  of  business,  were  not  snr- 
pused,  save  In  oor  laixest  oommeroial  cities. 
His  own  constitnents  had  at  first  been  opposed  to 
the  plan,  but  were  now  satlafied  of  its  propriety, 
and  irtrongly  recommended  the  measnre. 

Mr.  Pole  opposed  the  bill  as  prematore.  He 
stated  the  nnmber  of  persons  in  the  old  iVench 
settlements  to  be  inconsiderable,  and  as  to  those 
of  Qalena,  it  was  as  yet  nnoertwn  whether  they 
would  fall  within  the  territory,  or  the  State  of 
Illinois.  The  great  body  of  the  inhabitants 
were  transient  persons,  and  after  all  the  ma~ 
cbinery  of  a  territorial  government  should  tie 
establifdied,  the  difficnlty  of  learning  the  laws 
would  remain  as  great  as  ever,  from  the  extent 
of  the  territory,  the  sparseneas  of  the  popnla- 
tion,  and  tlielr  Insular  utnation,  in  separate 
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Hr.  JBatxs,  of  lOssonri,  replied  to  flie  oljec- 
tiOD  as  to  the  want  of  ownership,  referring,  on 
that  snbjeot,  to  the  established  policy  of  the 
Oovemment^  granting  pre-emption  rights,  and 
Mcoiiniging  and  tAv<aiag  settlers  on  the  public 
domain;  but  the  settlers  at  Qalena  were  not 
intmders ;  thev  leased  their  land  from  Govern- 
ment, and  pua  their  rent.  On  the  snhjeot  of 
the  amonnt  of  popnlatioa  in  that  territory,  he 
stated  the  fact,  that  a  regular  weekly  steam- 
boat plied  between  St.  Lonis  and  Galena.  He 
vindicated  the  respectability  of  the  settlers; 
and  as  to  snoh  of  ttiem  as  were  transient  per- 
sona, nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  render 
them  permanent  setders  than  extending  to  the 
territory  the  benefits  proposed  in  the  buL  An 
agricultural  population  would  be  attracted,  and 


the  culture  would  bo  improved.  He  had  had 
ample  opportunity  to  form  a  jndgment  on  this 
snl^ect,  having  been  an  inhabitant  of  a  frontier 
country  during  fifteen  years  of  his  lif^ ;  and  be 
would  venture  to  predict  that,  if  this  bill 
passed,  the  new  territory  would  exhibit  as  larve 
an  influx  of  settlers  as  was  now  to  be  seen  m 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading — 
yeas  118,  nays  70. 

WxDKxsnAT,  Jannaiy  SI. 

PontcAartrain  Oarial  and  Zevitiana  College, 

The  House  reeumed  the  oonsidca^ion  of  ths 

fbllowing  resolutdon^  moved  by  Hr.  Gusurr 

yesterday: 

"Saoivtd,  That  the  Committee  en  the  Pablic 
Lands  be  instnicted  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency 
and  iiutice  of  granting  to  the  State  of  Looidana 
five  hondred  thousand  acres  of  the  public  tanda  in 
■dd  State,  for  the  purpose  of  opeoing  a  cuul  from 
the  liver  JOstdssippl  to  Lake  Pontchartrain,  in  oon- 
fbnnity  with  the  rarvej  heretofore  made  by  the 
United  States  engineers,  and  for  ""fcing  such  other 
works  of  Internal  improvements  in  the  said  State  ■■ 
the  legislature  tliereof  may  direct. 

"  Baolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  institict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eranting  a 
townsblp  of  land  to  the  trustees  of  Louisiana  Col- 
lege, at  Jackson,  in  said  State,  for  the  benefit 
thereof." 

Mr.  Gttrlbt,  aft«r  expressing  it  as  a  convio- 
tion  of  his  duty  to  himself,  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  offer  the 
resolntions,  proceeded  to  observe  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Lonieiana  had,  some  years  ago,  for- 
warded a  memorial  to  Oongress,  asking  its  aid 
towards  opening  the  canal  referred  to  in  the 
first  of  tne  resolntions  which  he  had  now 
ofifered,  and  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Roads  and  Canals,  who  made  a  favor- 


felt  himself  bound  oi 


o  present  the  snb- 


contemplatad  in  the  first  resolnlion  claim 
consideratdoh  not  only  as  having  received  the 
sanation  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the 
Union,  but  as  presenting  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant works  of  iutemid  improvement  which 
had  ever  asked  the  aid  of  Government.  In 
so  saying,  he  was  not  sneaking  the  langoam 
of  ima^nation,  or  individual  opinion.  Tb« 
route  of  the  proposed  canal  had  undergone  tm 
examination,  in  16SS,  by  four  United  States 
engineors,  under  an  order  frmn  the  SecretnrT 
of  War.  Their  report  presented  in  detail  tho 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  plan,  considered  not 
merelv  in  a  oommeroial  point  of  view,  but  aa 
famishing  an  important  mean  of  military  de- 
fence. The  work  was  conaiderod,  by  the  l>e- 
partment,  as  essential  to  the  safety  of  that  seo- 
tion  of  the  Union,  inasmuch  as,  without  i^  th« 
forts  whidh  had  already  been  areoted,  might. 
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b;  a  EDCcessfal  moveiDeDt  of  the  eneiiiT',  be 
Kodered  of  little  avul.  The  expanse  InvoWed 
would  be  nine  ttondred  Qioasaiid  dollAra,  for 
wbtuh  sum  a  oonnectian  wonld  be  formed  be- 
tireen  the  river  llisaiasipplBad  Lake  Pontohar- 
trun.  Nor  ooold  anj  work  be  oamed  whicli 
would  be  of  (noh  gmeral  intertet,  boUi  to  the 
western  and  the  eaatem  States  en  the  TTnion. 
When  (XMiipleted,  it  would  open  new  marketa 
to  the  whole  of  the  weBtem  oouutiy,  aad, 
therefore,  be  felt  buoself  warranted  to  call  on 
guitlemen  from  the  west  of  the  Alleghaniea  to 
give  their  eapport  to  the  resolntion.  The  vast 
prodnoa  of  toe  whole  valley  of  the  MisaiBBippl 
waa  now,  of  aecesatty,  carried  to  New  Orleans, 
where  Uie  owners  were  oompelled  to  dispose  of 
H  at  moh  prices  as  the  mercnanlA  there  might 
choose  to  ^Te ;  and,  if  the  city  happened  to  be 
■ioUj,  this  was  done  in  great  haste,  at  a  great 
sacrifice,  and  even  with  a  risk  of  life  itself ;  hot 
if  this  canal  ahonld  be  opened,  the  western 
^^dltorist  would  e^joj  a  ohoice  of  markets ; 
a  diieot  oommtmioation  would  be  opened  from 
the  interior  of  Ohio,  down  the  Uisnssippi,  to 
Hobile  and  Pensaoola.  Of  the  importance  of 
toch  an  advantage  he  aeod  sav  nothing;  nor 
woold  the  effect  of  snoh  a  oanu  be  less  impor- 
tant to  the  eastern  States;  beoanse  their  navi- 
gation, instead  of  being  obliged  to  take  the  cir~ 
cnitons  roato,  by  the  month  of  the  MississSppi, 
would  have  an  open  passage  from  Pensscola 
and  ICobile  to  New  Orleans,  between  which 
points  the  voyage,  now  nanally  pnrsned,  was 
■a  tedions  and  dangerons  as  a  voyage  from 
Washington  to  New  Orleans.  Snoh  a  canal 
would  form  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
inland  conunnnication  from  the  East  to  the 
We«t,  the  most  important,  indeed,  of  any  in 
the  whole  series.  It  wonld  open  a  commanioa- 
ttoo  between  the  river  and  the  lake,  for  sloops 
of  war,  wUob  would  dins  be  enabled  to  pass 
widt  «ase  from  the  one  to  the  other,  aa  Che 
eiigettee  of  the  service  might  demand.  With- 
out this  advant^e.  the  forts  which  had  been 
ereoted  at  the  Bigolets  and  the  Ohef  Menteor, 
■■  well  aa  those  on  the  ^Ossissippi,  would  be 
of  oompantively  email  valne.  The  only  sve- 
mie  b7  which  an  enemy  could  snooeasftilly  ap- 
proa^  New  Orleans  wonld  tbns  t>e  effeotaally 
defended,  and  the  disposable  force  of  the 
ecnmtr;  be  transported  at  pleasure,  from  point 
to  point,  as  the  threatening  danger  mi^t  ren- 
der pr<mer  and  neoeasary.  At  present,  the 
rnonu  OT  the  river  oonld  readily  be  Uockaded ; 
and,  aa  toon  aa  tikis  took  place,  the  only  outlet 
for  the  valley  <rf  the  Mississippi  was  completely 
ihnt  np,  and  no  Amerioaa  ablp  oonld  leave  the 

bi  npport  of  the  seoond  resolution,  Mr.  G. 
went  into  a  history  of  the  Golle^  of  Loninana, 
and  explained  the  reason  why  it  did  not  par- 
ttdpate  with  the  other  seminaries  of  the  State 
in  tne  grante  of  land  made  by  Congress,  in  the 
j««ra  1807  aad  1811,  for  their  benefit.  This 
eoUege  lay  in  what  was  then  West  Florida,  and, 
biiog  cmt  of  tlte  limits  of  Looisiana,  was,  of 
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conrse,  not  ioclnded  ia  the  grants.  Binoe  then 
tho  limits  of  the  State  had  been  extended — the 
whole  of  Florida,  west  of  Pearl  River,  having 
been  added  to  her  territory.  The  otiject  of  the 
resolntion  was  to  grant  to  this  college  the  same 

aoantity  of  land  which  Congress  had  given  to 
30  other  two  colleges  In  the  State.  Mr.  G. 
observed  that  the  proposition  for  the  present 
grant  of  land  was  by  no  means  of  a  novel 
character.  The  House  had,  last  session,  inade 
a  grant  to  ibe  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  her  in  oonir 
pleting  her  canals,  of  seven  hondred  thousand 
acres ;  and  to  .Mabama,  fonr  hondrod  thou- 
sand ;  and  a  bill  was  now  on  the  calendar  for 
extending  tlie  latter  grant  to  five  hnndred  thon- 
asnd.  He  had  cheerfnlly  voted  for  both  the  for- 
mer bills,  and  when  the  other  came  np  it  should 
have  his  snpport.  Besides  thwe  dooationa, 
Oongress  had  granted  land  to  Indiana,  which  ia 
now  worth  a  million  of  dollars;  and  lUinoU, 
too,  had  received  more  than  he  now  asked  for 
Lonisiana.  He  hoped  there  was  to  be  no  pro- 
scription in  this  case.  There  oonld  not  be  A 
more  nsefol  application  of  onr  pnblio  lands  than 
to  fiirther  the  progresa  of  works  of  internal 
improvement;  bnt,  dear  as  was  that  general 
snqjeot  to  him,  if  gentlemen  were  determined 
that  Looisiana  ahonld  be  an  object  of  proscrip- 
tion, he  wonld  inflexibly  withhold  his  assent 
from  any  farther  ^d  to  be  granted  by  this  Oov- 
emmenL  Hitherto  she  had  never  reoeived  an 
acre  of  land  from  the  Government,  nor  did  she 
now  present  h«self  in  the  atdtnde  of  an  hnmble 
snppUant.  The  principles  and  policy  which 
the  Government  had  adopted,  she  conddered, 
and  had  a  right  to  oonsider,  aa  q>plicable  to 
herself  as  to  any  of  her  rister  States ;  nw  oonld 
he  Imagine  on  what  groond  graktlemen  who 
had  vt^ed  the  donations  he  had  referred  to, 


in  behalf  of  which  it  was  made  was  notional  in 
its  character,  and  of  as  great  intrinsic  impor- 
tance as  any  in  the  Union,  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  not  excepted.  [Mr.  Q.  here  sent 
to  the  Clerk's  table  the  report  of  the  United 
States  engineers  on  the  sobjeot  of  this  oanal, 
from  which  varions  extracts  were  read  to  the 
Honae.J 

Mr.  HuHT  briefly  exposed  the  resolntion. 
The  canal  itself  mi^t  be  very  proper  as  a  na- 
tional object,  bat  Be  dieepproved  of  commit- 
ting ila  oonstmotion  to  the  Legislatnre  of  a 
State,  nnder  a  luge  and  valoable  grant  of  land. 
Bacit  grants  were  liable  to  be  perverted  to  ob- 
jects merely  local,  or  even  private  and  tempo* 
rory  in  their  character.  Saoh  an  qipUcation  of 
the  pnblio  lands  he  considered  improper ;  bnt 
womd  cheerfully  vote  for  a  distribntion  of  their 
proceeds  among  the  several  States, 

Mr,  Bbikt,  of  Lonisiana,  was  persnaded  that 
'the  Honse  had  not  a  proper  view  of  the  reso- 
lution. It  did  not  direct  the  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill,  nor  did  it  oommit  the  Honse  in  any 
form.  Bncb  being  the  case,  he  appealed  to  the 
generosity  and  JoAioa  of  gentlemen,  and  asked 
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if  it  was  either  just  or  generous  to  reftue  even 
a  considerfttion  of  the  expediency  of  tlte  meaa- 
Qre  proposed.  The  Eo8m  was  not  jet  In  pos- 
■easioa  of  all  the  facti  of  the  esse ;  hat  if  it 
had  resolved  to  withhold  fkim  LoDisiona  the 
same  JQBtioe  which  had  been  awarded  to  Ohio, 
to  Indiana,  to  Illmois,  and  other  States,  he  at 
least  hoped  that  tba  reasons  would  be  statod. 
He  did  not  agree  with  hia  ooUeagoe  aa  to  the 
apeoiflo  ol^ect  to  which  the  grant  was  to  be 
applied,  bnt  he  hoped  the  resolntion  would  at 
least  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  oommittee. 

Oaeiierland  Soad. 

The  Hoiue,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Mbboib,  went 
into  Gonuoittee  of  the  Whole,  and  reeamed  the 
oonaideration  of  the  biU  for  the  preaervatdon 
and  r^Mur  of  the  Onmberland  road. 

Hr.  Stbong  Bud,  the  bill  proposes  to  erect 
toll-^ates  upon  the  Oomberluid  road ;  and,  in 
m  J  judgment,  the  whole  oomes  to  b«  a  mere 
qnestioo  of  propertf,  and  of  the  right  in  Ood- 
gress  to  protect,  by  its  laws,  that  property, 
whatever  may  be  its  kind.  Sir,  I  am  alwajs 
Borry  to  hear,  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere,  those 
argnments  too  ottea  naed,  which  go  to  alarm 
the  people  for  the  safety  of  State  rights,  and 
whlcn  rarely  bil  to  indnoe  a  belief  that  there 
is  danger,  where  there  is  none.  I  am  not 
against  that  watchfdl  Jealoney  and  oautioos 
foresight  so  needfnl  for  the  preservation  of 
these  rights ;  bat  I  re^n^t  and  deprecate  that 
trun  of  argnment  whion,  whether  so  intended 
or  not,  never  faila  to  act  more  apon  the  pas- 
sions than  upon  the  judgment  of  men. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Boohahah,)  is  not 
free  from  objections.  Could  I  be  in  favor  of 
ceding  this  road  to  the  reroective  States  throng 
which  it  passes,  I  shoold  be  against  annexing 
any  conditions  to  the  cession.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  amendment  inToles  a  serioos  diffloalty. 
If  the  United  States  have  not  only  that  sort  of 
property  in  the  road  of  which  it  is  sneoeptible, 
(and  which  the  amendment  admits,  though  the 
gentlenian  denies  it  in  his  a^nment,)  bnt  also 
Uie  right  to  pnt  np  gates  on  it  then,  Indeed, 
Oong^ss  m&y  prescribe  conditions.  Bnt,  if 
the  United  States  have  no  right  to  pat  op  gate^ 
then  yoQ  not  only  ondertake  to  grant  what  the 
United  States  do  not  possese,  hnt  yon  impose  a 
condition,  which  limits  the  exercise  of  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  a  State,  The  right  to  erect 
these  gates  it  clearly  in  the  one  sovereign  or 
the  other.  It  is  either  in  the  United  Statea  or 
in  Penn^lvania.  For  example ;  If  not  in  the 
United  States,  (and  the  gentleman  contends 
that  it  is  noO  than  it  Is  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  condition,  therefore,  which  is 
annexed  to  the  grant,  will  ohvioaslj  detract 
ftom  and  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  State. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  B.)  also  insisted  that  the 
UIl  wonld  impose  great  hardships  npon  the 
offender,  (for  it  will  touch  no  honest  citizen,) 
by  drafting  him  one  or  two  hundred  miles  to  a 
Federal  conrt,  for  the  trial  of  his  offence ;  and 


wonld,  moreover,  give  to  the  Federal  ooort  ex- 
doBtve  Jurisdiction  over  all  crimes  committed 
upon  the  road.  Why,  rir,  the  inferior  oonrta 
of  the  United  States  can  have  no  jurisdiction 
over  any  matter  or  offenoe,  but  what  Congrass 

e'ves,  by  law.  If  yon  impose  a  fine  for  iiynr- 
g  the  gate,  or  tor  refoMog  to  pay  toU,  you  can 
tonch  none  bnt  die  offander,  nor  proseonle  for 
any  other  oanse.  Pennsjlvwis  has  otucniTent 
jurisdiction  and  ooncnirent  legislation  over  tbi> 
rood ;  and  the  trial  for  crimes  perpetrated  np<a 
it  would  be  in  her  courts,  and  not  in  the  oonrts 
of  the  United  States.  The  objection,  on  tba 
ground  of  distance  from  the  Federal  conrti^  ia 
on  objection  equally  applicable  to  the  proeeon* 
tion  of  any  matter,  civil  or  criminal,  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  StatM.  It  goes  to  titn 
whole  system  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

The  Onmberland  rood  is  a  mul  road,  and  the 
poet-office  laws,  among  other  things,  impoee 
fines  for  obstrooting  the  transportation  of  the 
mail.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  only  object  of 
these  fines  is  to  prevent  Injary  to  the  thing 
itself;  tiiat  is,  to  protect  the  mail,  as  matter  i^ 
property — and  not  to  punish  the  ofi^der  for 
resisting  the  execution  of  the  law.  This  latter 
offence  wonld  be  a  crime  of  a  high  grade,  aad 
perhaps  oonld  he  punished  only  in  the  Federal 
com^  And  what  is  worthy  of  notice  in  thia 
law,  is,  that,  by  the  87th  section  of  it,  "  all 
causes  of  acnon  arising  under  "  it  are  to  be 
"  sued  "  for,  and  "  all  offenders  against  it  proe- 
eonted,  before  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  magis- 
trates, or  other  judicial  oonrts  of  the  sevenl 
States."  If  the  State  courts  have  jnrisdiati<«t 
in  these  matters,  then  tiie  tolls  npon  this  road 
may  be  ooUectod  in  the  same  way,  whenevOT 
that  mode  shall  be  thought  advisable.  But,  if 
the  Unil«d  States  oan  impose  a  fine  of  a  hun- 
dred dollars  upon  an  ofiender,  for  putting  a  log, 
for  instance,  across  the  road,  by  which  the  mail 
is  obstructed  for  five  minnt^  can  they  not  also 
impose  a  fine  for  obstructing  the  passing  of  a 
cannon,  or  the  wilful  deetrnotion  of  a  gun-car- 
riage, or  of  a  tnmpike-gate,  or  for  pas^g  tha 
gate  and  refi^ng  to  pay  the  toU  ?  And  iraere 
is  tJie  hardship  or  iiOnstdoe,  whether  the  same 
thing  is  done  by  the  one  Government  or  tha 
other  t 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  B.)  moreover 
urges,  that  this  power  (which  is  the  power  <^ 
a  sovereign  to  protect  his  own  property)  will 
beeome  dangerous  to  the  States ;  because,  the 
exercise  of  the  power  being  discretionary,  if 
you  can  put  up  toll-gataa  on  the  Onmberland 
road,  you  can  on  every  other  miul  road  in  the 
United  States.  Sir,  I  think  not  The  distinc- 
tion l)etween  the  two  cases  is  this ;  the  United 
States  own  Qie  Omnberland  road  as  a  sovereign, 
and  have  a  right  to  di^se  of  it  as  such. 
They  have  an  interest,  a  property,  in  it; 
whereas,  in  the  common  mail  roads  they  have 
neither.  Bnt  Is  the  danger  of  abumng  th« 
-  <wer  in  this  case  greater  than  it  is  in  others  t 
.  -le  exercise  of  the  great  war  power  ia  entire- 
ly diaoretionory,  and  nweaavuy  ao:   for,  al 
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thon^  the  Federal  oonHtitatioa  is  made  up  of 
cnamerated  powers,  jet  each  power  is,  in  itself 
unlimited.  Henoe  it  ii,  that  Ooogreas  can  an- 
thoruse  the  rai^K  of  an  nnuT'  of  a  million  of 
men,  or  the  hailing  of  a  thoiuand  ships  of 
war,  or  the  lerTing  of  a  direct  tax  of  five  hon- 
idred  milliona  of  wUan,  and  yet  not  reach  the 
limit  of  oonatitntional  power.  Bo  in  these  as 
In  other  oasea,  the  proper  exeoatioa  of  the 
tnwt  most,  of  neoessity,  be  left  to  the  sonnd 
diaaretion  of  the  agent. 

I  have  said  that  the  property  in  the  Oamber- 
laod  road  belonged  to  the  United  States — by 
propertj-,  I  mean  that  sort,  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  woold  have  been  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
^Irania  had  she  oonatraoted  the  road.  By  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  (as  the  oommittee  wiU 
remember)  between  the  people  of  Ohio  and  the 
United  States,  the  United  States  became  boond 
to  make  a  rosid  leading  flrom  tide  water  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.  The  perftoTimnoe  of  this,  bow- 
«Ter,  depended  trnm  the  assent  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Virginia,  and  Ifaryland.  The  Iiegialatnre 
of  eac^  of  these  States  gave  the  assent  re- 
qnired,  and  the  Oomberhutd  road  was  made. 
The  United  States,  nnder  these  circnmetances, 
having  constmoted  this  road,  I  think  it  belongs 
to  theta ;  that  it  is  their  property ;  nnleas  it  be 
true,  as  some  contend,  that  they  oannot  take 
the  title  to  land,  lying  within  any  of  the  8tat«s, 
nor  any  interest  growing  ont  of  it,  other  than 
particular  paroels^  ceded  for  the  purpoMi  q>eol- 
ited  in  the  oonstitntioo,  and  over  which  they 
have  eiclnaive  legislation. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  United  Statee  now  hold 
real  estate  within  the  limits  of  the  old  States, 
and  over  which  they  have  not  eiolusive  legis- 
latian.  The  right  to  take  and  hold  these  par- 
oela  of  land  mnst  either  be  incident  to  eov- 
ereigntr,  or  be  fonnd  in  the  Federal  constitn- 
tion.  it  can  exist  nowhere  else.  If  a  State 
can  give  an  acre  of  land,  as  she  clearly  can,  to 
■n  ^en  subject  or  State,  why  not  to  the  United 
States  t  Sut  if  there  be  no  power  in  the  con- 
Btitntion  anthorizing  the  United  Statee  to  ao- 
qoira  real  pro[>«ty,  how  did  they  snoceed  to 
ue  vast  domain  which  belonged  to  the  old 
Oonfederatioat  or  how  take  the  lands  ceded 
by  Geoi^  in  1602,  and  over  which  the  Statee 
ot  IGaHsnppi  and  Alabama  hai 


or  debts  t  The  clanse  in  the  oonsiitntion  whkh 
wB.ja  that  "0(»gre«e  shall  have  power  to  dis- 
poee  of^  and  make  all  needfbl  mles  and  regnlft- 
tionB  rejecting,  the  territory  or  other  property 
bdongtng  to  the  United  States,"  if  it  does  not 
nve  in  terms,  certuoly  takes  it  for  granted 
that  the  United  States  have  the  right  to  hold 
real  estate  as  well  as  other  property.  As  a  oo- 
soveroign,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
United  States  have  the  same  Had  and  degree 
of  property  in  this  road  that  either  ot  the 
Stat«s  conld  have  had. 

The  United  States  having  the  properW,  be  it 
what  it  may,  in  the  Cumberland  road,  have 


they  the  ri^t  of  erecting  toD-gatos  on  it  for  its 

f  reservation  t  I  have  always  supposed  that  the 
ederal  and  State  GovflHimentfl  had  equally  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  protection  of 
their  own  separate  property ;  that  each  indl' 
vidnal  State  Das,  none  will  deny.  And  if  any 
donbt  exists  in  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
United  States  in  this  respect,  it  seems  to  me  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  I  have  before 
dted  will  remove  it.  That  olanse  pvea  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  making  all  needful  "  rules 
and  regulationa,"  not  only  respecting  the  "  ter^ 
ritory,''  but  "  other  property,  belonging  to  the 
United  Statos."  This  obviously  cannot  relate 
to  the  property  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
olaase  of  tlie  oonstitntion,  which  gives  Con- 
gress power  "  to  exercise  eiolnsive  legislation, 
m  all  oases  whatsoever,  over  "  what  is  now  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  "  over  all  plsoee  pur- 
chased, by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  tiie 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  auc- 
tion of  forte,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards, 
and  other  needlU  bnildmgs,"  becanse.  as  this 
clanse  confers  all  power  over  theee  places,  no 
other  or  greater  power  is  needed  or  can  be 
given.  To  what,  then,  does  the  phrase  "  other 
property"  refer,  and  with  respect  to  which 
OongresB  has  power  to  make  "  all  needfnl  rulea 
and  regulations  t "  If,  therefore.  Congress  can 
make  lawa  for  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  the  property  which  the  United  States  have 
in  a  cdilp  of  war,  while  lying  within  the  limits 
of  a  State,  or  in  the  poblio  mail,  and  the  like, 
why  not  uao  for  the  property  they  have  in  the 
Onmberland  roadt 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  s(»rt  of 
jurisdiction  which  the  United  States  have  over 
this  road.  As  this  Qovemment  is  peculiar  in 
its  structure,  so  it  cannot  bo  rightly  Jodged  of 
by  that  of  any  other.  Its  powers,  carried  out, 
those  which  belonged  to  the  respective  States 
are.  like  those  remaining  to  the  States,  sov- 
ereign and  oononrrent,  or  ezcloBive,  with  re- 
gard to  the  particniar  subject  upon  which  they 
act.  The  judiciary  power  of  the  Federal  Qov- 
emment extends  over  ail  the  Union.  The  civil 
and  crimmal  process  of  the  coorts  of  the  United 
States  can  be  exercised  in  and  throughout  every 
part  of  each  and  of  all  the  States.    So  the  like 


exclusive  Icf^ation  over  whicn  may  have  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  These  two  Jnris- 
diolJons  must,  therefore,  be  sCriotly  concurrent : 
for,  otherwise,  the  laws  of  but  one  of  the  sov- 
ereign parties  conld  be  executed.  It  seems  to 
me,  moreover,  that,  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of 
our  Federal  system,  the  legWative  powers  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  respective  State  Legisla- 
tnres,  are  also  oononrrent.  If  they  are  not, 
how  can  Congress  and  a  State  Legislature,  at 
the  same  Idme,  tax  the  same  sulject  or  thing, 
or  bind  the  same  citizen  to  support  both  Gov- 
ernments! The  fact  is,  whatever  the  theoir 
may  be,  that  person  sm  property  are,  at  w 
times,  aul^eot  to  the  legiJaUve  action  of  tlie 
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"Saiioutl  and  State  LegialatoreB.  Bnt,  neTCr- 
theleea,  CoQgreag  can  neither  aoqnire  nor  exer- 
Gue  ezclnaive  legislation,  except  over  a  few 
places,  parchased  for  epeoified  poiposea,  such 
as  forts,  arsenalB,  &o. ;  and  the  sole  object  of 
that  clause  in  the  oonstitntion,  relating  to  theae 

Slacea  for  forts,  fa).,  and  to  which  I  nave  be- 
)re  referred,  clearly  was  to  enable  a  State  to 
E've,  and  Congress  to  eiercise,  eiolnmve  legis- 
tion  in  tbe  enomeraled  cases,  and  not  to  re- 
trtrain  the  power  of  a  State  in  the  disposition 
of  her  soil  for  an;r  other  purpose.  I  am  aware 
that,  by  the  oesaon  of  Gooi^ift,  tie  United 
States  took  the  title  to  the  temtoi^  ceded,  and 
aoquired  exolnaive  legisUtion  over  it.  Bnt  this 
esclnsive  lenslation  was  the  reeolt,  not  of  any 
grant,  bat  of  oontracting  the  limits  of  QeorKia, 
which  she  had  a  right  to  do ;  becanse,  bad  her 
limits  remained  iinalt^«d,  although  ^e  might 
have  grant«d  tbe  territory,  yet  she  could  not 
have  granted  ezdosive  legislation  over  it  to  the 
Unit^  States,  as  tbe  object  of  tiie  ^rant  woold 
not  have  been  for  any  of  tlia  special  purposes 
named  in  the  constitaUon. 

The  United  Ststes  now  have  t^e  title  to 
many  small  parcels  of  land  within  the  States, 
and  over  which  they  have  no  ezolarive  legis- 
lation. Indeed,  over  many  of  the  places  pnr- 
ohased  for  forts,  arsenals,  and  the  like  purposes, 
the  States  in  which  they  are  have  retained 
their  oonoorrent  Jurisdiction.  Wbenoe,  then, 
the  right  to  hold  them,  if  legislation  over  them 
most  be  ezclnsive,  and  can,  m  no  case,  be  oon- 
cnrrent?  So,  if  a  St»t«  should  convoy  its 
whole  domain  to  the  United  States,  wodd  it 
affect  the  conetitntiona]  powers  of  the  two 
Governments  f  Snppoee  the  United  States  con- 
Btrnct  a  public  road  through  the  public  lands  in 
Ohio,  for  example,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do, 
and  erect  gates  on  it,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
«rect  gates  on  the  Cnmberland  road — are  not 
the  powers  of  Oonrress  over  the  two  roads  pre- 
cisely the  same  ?  If  different,  wherein  do  Uiey 
diffierf  Congress  cannot  exercise  ezolnsive 
le^alation  over  one  fbot  of  this  road  in  Ohio, 
any  more  than  over  thti  pari  of  it  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, although  the  one  m  Ohio  is,  in  truth,  a 
part  of  the  public  domun ;  and  the  reason  Is, 
tiat  neither  of  them  is  for  any  of  the  purposes 
over  which  this  hJKh  power  is  permitted  to  be 
giveiL  Bnt  both  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  have 
ooncnrrent  jurisdiction  and  legislation  over  the 
respective  roads,  in  common  with  the  United 
St^ea.  And,  in  my  judgment,  Oongress  has 
the  right  to  make  laws  to  protect  the  title,  and 
to  preserve  the  property  in  both  roads  from  de- 
stmotion.  Putting  np  gates  are  the  usual  and 
ordinary  means  of  preserving  this  sort  of 
property.  It  imposes  no  hardship  upon  any 
one.  It  affects  none  bnt  the  passenger,  and  he 
pays  only  for  the  benefit  he  receives  at  the 

Ur.  S.  Wood,  after  giving  a  brief  history  of 
the  cession  of  Virginia,  of  17&4,  and  of  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  stated  that  the  United  States, 
In  the  act  (J  1BD2  for  the  admission  of  Ohio 


into  the  Union,  stipulated  that  five  per  cent,  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  the  said 
State,  sold  by  Congress,  should  be  applied  to 
the  laying  out  and  making  of  public  roads  lend- 
ing from  the  navigable  waters  emptying  into 
the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  to  be  laid  ont  under 
the  authority  of  Oongress,  with  the  consent  of 
tlie  several  StBt«a  thron^h  which   the  rood 


taxation  by  tie  State  for  a  givon  period.  Tha^ 
by  an  act  of  the  mbaequMit  year,  passed  at  the 
request  of  Ohio,  three  of  the  five  per  ctat.  was 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  roads  within  the  said  State,  and  two 
per  cent,  only  was  reserved  to  be  expended  in 
the  manner  stipulated  by  the  former  act.  Th« 
United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  ti 
the  compact,  obtained  tite  consent  of  tie  States 
of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  to 
their  making  a  road  from  Onmberland  to  the 
river  Ohio.  In  1800  the  United  Sutee  mad« 
an  appropriation  to  commence  the  making  of 
the  aaid  road^  and  have  gone  on  making  a|q>n>- 
priations  nntU  the  road  was  completed. 

The  whole  amount  of  tie  two  per  oent.  Amd, 
on  the  8lBt  December,  183&  arising  from  tlia 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  inilinwf,  Illi- 
nois snd  MiSHOnri,  amoonted  only  to  two  hnn- 
dred  and  ninety-two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  three  cents,  and 
the  moneys  expended  by  the  Government  on 
the  Gnmberland  road,  lh)m  1606,  to  December, 
182T,  amounted  to  one  million  eight  hundred 
and  thirirf -eight  thonsand  and  seventy-four  d<d> 
lars  and  twenty  cents ;  more  than  six  times  aa 
much  as  was  required  by  a  literal  perfbrmance 
of  the  stipulation  with  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Thus,  B^d  Mr.  V.,  the  United  States  have  an- 
tidpated  the  two  per  ceat.  fund  many  yean  in 
advanoe,  and  have  honorably  fulfilled  the  agree- 
ment with  the  Western  States.  They  tmra 
laid  oat  and  made  tbe  road  agreeably  to  the 
stipulation,  and  therefore  are  under  no  fortbtf 
obligations  in  relation  to  that  road.  It  is,  how 
ever,  very  deurable  that  so  important  a  road, 
and  upon  which  so  mnob  money  has  been  ax- 
pended,  should  be  placed  in  a  ntuatjon  to  sup- 
port itself  and  Ite  kept  iu  constant  repair. 
The  best  mode  to  ensure  the  preservation  of 
the  road  is  the  estahlishmest  of  toll-gates,  witi 
tbe  exaction  of  a  very  moderate  tolL  and  an 
appropriation  of  the  revenue,  after  deducting 
the  expenses  of  oolleotion,  to  the  oontinnal  im- 
provement of  the  road.  By  this  plan  the  road 
will,  at  a  verysmall  expense  to  those  who  shall 
eqjoy  the  benefit  of  it,  be  kept  in  constant  t^ 
pair,  and  will  be  made  as  perfect  as  the  natar« 
of  tie  ground  and  the  materials  will  admit. 
No  olfaction  has  been  made  to  this  mode  of 
keeping  the  road  in  repair ;  bnt  two  propor- 
tions luive  l>een  made  relative  to  the  means  l^ 
which  it  shall  he  carried  into  effect  The  bill 
proposes  that  the  Oeneral  Qovemment  shall  re- 
pair the  road,  erect  tie  gates,  fix  and  colleot 
the  toll,  and  expend  the  surplus  revenue  in  tha 
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wbich  it  passes,  in  Ml  bith  that  thej  irill  t« 
th«  proper  st^ps  for  the  preeervation  of  the 
Toad.  1  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  last  of 
these  propositions.  It  is  immaterial,  to  those 
who  use  the  rood,  hj  whidi  GoTeromeiit  the 
toll  is  effected,  and  tiie  road  is  kept  in  repair ; 
but  it  is  aU-important  to  the  preBerration  of 
our  political  instdtatious  that  this  power  should 
be  exercised  by  that  Government  to  which,  in 
the  partition  of  their  sovereign  power,  ihe  peo- 
ple have  allotted  it 

The  power  to  regnlat«  highwajs  is  oertalnl? 
not  among  the  enomerated  powws  of  the  Gen- 
eral OoTemmoit ;  nor  does  it  seem  to  be  a  ne- 
eeaaaiy  incident  to  any  one  of  those  powers. 
The  powers  of  the  General  Government  were 
intended  for  those  pnrposes  for  which  the 
Btatee  "were  not  competent ;  and  it  is  hardly 
poesible  to  Beleot  an  object  of  aothority  more 
of  a  local  nature,  and  more  completely  guljleot 
to  mnnidpel  reKnlatioo,  than  highways.  It  is 
alao  donbtfU  whether  it  is  competent  fbr  the 
General  Government  to  eatablish  saoh  inferior 
tribimals,  and  to  ^tpoint  snoh  ministerial  of- 
floara,  as  would  be  necessary  to  enforce  the 
eollectlon  of  the  tolL  The  evasion  of  the  tolL 
and  injmdes  to  the  road,  can  only  be  prevented 
by  ooDTta  and  officers  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  road.  This  would  be  an  extension  of  the 
Jndiciary  system  of  the  United  Btates  to  pnr- 
poaea  which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  oonstitntion.  This 
eaerdae  of  antbori^  by  the  General  Govem- 
meot  would  intrenoh  npon  the  Jadioial  anthor- 
i^  of  the  States ;  woold  efface  the  lines  of  dis- 
tinction between  the  jnriadictioa  of  the  Gene- 
ral and  State  Governments ;  and  would  lead  to 
an  abridgment  of  the  constitutional  powers  of 
the  States.  If  the  operation  of  the  act  shonld 
depend  on  the  jtidioial  anthority  of  the  United 
States  as  now  orgauiied,  the  ezpeiue  of  prose- 
eattons  would  effectoally  prevent  its  eiecQtion 
by  ti»  sasnranoe  of  indemnity  to  ofibnders. 
It  is  not  a  snliijeot-matter  fbr  oononrrent  Jnris- 
diotion,  as  has  been  intimated ;  the  imposition 
of  toll  ezhaosts  the  snl^jeot,  and  mnst  neceasft- 
rily  be  axclnrive. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment may  enforce  the  ooltection  of  toll,  and  re- 
oorer  the  penalties  for  the  violation  of  the  law, 
by  the  coorta  and  mlniBteriat  officers  of  the 
States,  Adnutting,  for  the  sake  of  argnment, 
that  the  State  officers  might,  if  they  oboee,  ez- 
eroise  this  anthority,  it  is  evident  that  they 
would  not  be  culpable  for  the  omission,  and  it 
would  be  unsafe  and  improvident  to  rely  for 
the  eieontioa  of  your  laws  upon  the  Tolnntaiy 
exeroise  of  authority  by  judicial  officers.  It 
has  been  farther  alleged,  that  Pennsylvania  has 
entreasly  antborized  the  oolleetion  of  toll  on 
thfa  road  by  the  General  Government  This  is 
ma  admisriMi  that  the  General  Government  has 
BO  anthority  in  this  oase.    If  the  General  Gov- 


ernment possessed  the  power,  the  grant  was 
onneoeseary ;  and  if  not,  it  is  not  competent 
for  Pennsylvania  to  supply  the  defect.  No  one 
will  contend  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single 
State  to  enlarge  or  diminish  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  or  that  this  can  be  done 
in  any  other  way  than  by  an  amendment,  in  the 
mode  provided  by  the  oonstitation.  It  has  also 
been  contended  diat  the  Onmberland  road  be- 
longs to  the  General  Qovemment,  and  that  ja- 
risdiction  over  it  results  from  the  property. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbdub  said :  This  subject  cif  in> 
temal  improvement,  in  its  different  phases,  baa 
engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  lor  a  series 
of  years.  On  some  former  occasions,  and  on 
one  of  them  particularly,  perhaps  eleven  years 
ago,  I  took  a  part  in  the  disenssiim,  and,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability,  I  then  endeavored,  in  an 
elaborate  argument,  to  prove  that  it  was  utter- 
ly without  the  sphere  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  Oongresa.  It  is  not  my  purpose  now 
to  retrace  my  steps  in  that  discussion.  I  may 
be  allowed,  howevcTj  merely  to  snggest  some 
of  the  prominent  positions  which  I  then  occu- 
pied. I  would  not  do  even  this,  if  it  were  not 
to  express  my  dissent  from  some  of  the  views  of 
the  gentlemanfrom Pennsylvania,  with  whom  I 
cononr  in  the  general  result  at  which  he  has 
arrived.  I  domed  the  power  of  Congress  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  constniction  of 
roads,  upon  theae  plain  principles :  that  if,  as 
the  geuueman  from  Pennsylvania  has  admitted, 
we  had  no  right  to  construct,  we  could  not 
have  the  power  to  appropriate  money  ]br  their 
oonstruction;  that  Uie  power  of  appropriation 
was  a  mean  for  the  attainment  of  certain  end^ 
which  ware  specified ;  that,  whenever  we  had 
not  power  to  execute  the  end,  we  could  not  nse 
the  means  which  condoced  to  it :  for  that 
would  be  to  say,  that  what  we  had  not  a  power 
to  do,  we  yet  had  a  power  to  cause  to  be  done. 
Thus,  if  we  had  no  power  to  r^se  and  support 
armiea,  or  to  provide  and  mEuntiun  navies,  we 
conld  not  rightfiilly  appropriate  money  for 
either  of  those  purpoeas. 

As  to  the  reasonmg  which  attempted  to  de- 
rive the  power  to  construct  roads  from  that  to 
regulate  oommeroe,  from  the  military  power, 
and  even  from  that  to  establish  post-offices  ana 
post  roadi^  I  resisted  it  o^on  the  groond  that  it 
led  to  an  madmissible  latitude  of  conatraction, 
and  an  indefinite  trtun  of  implioation,  which 
would  mn  out  to  snch  remote  conseqcencea,  as 
to  obliterate  every  line  of  partition  between  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, take  the  power  of  establishing  post 
roadSj  which  bears  npon  its  face  the  strongest 
plausibility ;  this,  I  offlttended,  meant  only  to 
designate  the  mall  routes,  as  is  shown  not  only 
by  tbe  plain  meaning  of  the  terms,  but  by  the 
practice  of  the  Government  from  its  com- 
menoement;  for  all  the  laws,  professing  by 
their  titles  to  establish  post  roads,  did  nothing 
more  than  declare  what  roads  shonld  be  maU 
ronl«B ;  and  this  argument  ought  to  have  mooh 
wei^t  with  those  gmitlemen  who  repose  eo 
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much  npoa  the  etreogth  of  legi^atiTe  prec»- 
deot  Kow,  Bir,  let  qb  for  a  moment  examine 
the  long  trMn  of  implicaUons  which  have  been 
derived  from  Uiia  siogle  clause.  The  power  to 
establish,  it  is  said,  implies  the  right  to  create 
the  Tight  to  create,  implies  tliat  to  preserve 
the  right  to  preserve,  implies  that  to  tampike 
that  to  tampike  implies  that  to  erect  gates 
that  to  erect  gates,  implies  that  to  collect  toll , 
that  to  collect  toll,  implies  that  to  pnnish  for 
non-payment.  I  will  appeal  to  the  committee 
to  saj,  if  tills  process  of  reasoning  can  be  sos- 
bdneo,  whether  the  advocates  of  the  sedition 
law  were  not  eqoaUj  sost^ed  in  their  argu- 
ment, when  they  reasoned  thoa:  we  have 
power  to  snppress  inBorreations ;  the  publica- 
tion of  seditious  papers,  and  ntteiing  seditions 
words,  lead  t4>  insniTectioDS ;  tjhe  sappreesion 
of  these  will  tend  to  prevent  insnn«otionB 
prevention  is  one  of  the  modes  of  sappression , 
we,  therefore,  logicallf  prove  onr  right  thoa  to 
suppress  insmrections,  and  consequently  onr 
right  to  pass  the  sedition  law.  This  Innd  of 
argument,  in  either  case,  may,  I  thinly  be  fairly 
represented  by  comparing  it  to  a  cone  invert- 
ed;  as  the  one  mnat  fell,  hy  the  laws  of  mat- 


wiUiont  the  base. 

But  I  promised  not  to  go  into  the  argument 
of  these  questions,  and  I  will  therefore  forbear 
to  notice  them  farther.  Before,  however,  I 
come  to  the  views  which  I  propose  to  present, 
permit  me,  for  a  moment,  to  trace  the  history 
of  our  progreBs  on  this  subject  At  the  last 
session  of  the  Fourteenth  Oougress,  a  bill 
passed  both  Houses,  setting  apart  a  particular 
land  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals : 
this  bill  was  rejected  by  the  then  Fresideiit, 
Qir.  Madison,)  on  the  last  day  of  his  official 
life,  and  upon  (he  express  ground  that  it  was 
uuaonstitutional.  At  the  first  session,  I  think, 
of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  a  resolution  was  re- 
ported to  tie  House,  affirming  the  power  of 
Congress  to  appropriat«  moneys  for  the  con- 
struction of  roaas  and  canals,  and  others  affirm- 
ing our  power  to  oonstruct  post  roads  and  mili- 
>  tary  ana  commercial  roads  and  canals.     The 

I  Honse  sustsined  the  one,  affirming  tlie  power 
of  appropriation ;  bat  rqeoted  all  those  which 
affirmed  tbe  power  of  constmotioD.  At  an 
after  time,  a  bill  passed  Congress  anthorizisg 
the  erection  of  toll-gates  on  this  Cumberland 
road,  which  was  rqected  by  the  then  Presi- 
dent, (Mr.  MoKHOR,)  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  unoonBtitutional.  Thus  we  have  the  opio- 
ion  of  one  House  of  Representatives,  and  two 
Pretddente,  against  the  power  now  claimed : 
for  it  is  obvious  that  the  denial  of  the  power 
to  construct  Involved  the  denial  of  that  to 
erect  gates ;  and  yet  now  the  power  is  gravely 
contended  for.  Precedents,  tt  seems,  are  to 
have  great  weight,  when  they  support  power ; 
but  when  they  deny  it,  they  are  to  be  utterly 
disruarded. 
VUihont  fartlier  remark,  I  come  directly  to 


the  question  before  na.  We  are  told  by  the  ad- 
vocat«s  of  this  bill  that  it  may  be  supported 
upon  two  grounds;  first,  that  tJie  constitntioo, 
p«r  *e,  g^ves  us  the  power  of  erecting  toll- 
gates.  And,  secondly,  that  if  it  did  not,  we 
are  aulborized  to  do  it  by  compact.  Let  na 
examine  these  grounds  separatdy,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  stated.  My  promise 
to  the  oouunittee  wiU  preclude  me  from  dis- 
coBsing  this  subject  upon  the  old  ground  of 
constitutdonal  objection,  to  some  of  which  I 
have  already  merely  alluded ;  but  I  b^  leave 
to  offer  some  new  views,  in  this  aspect  of  th« 

Saestion,  which  seem  to  me,  of  themselves,  to 
a  decimve  of  it.  The  bill  proposes  to  erect 
turnpike  gates,  and  to  collect  toll  fhim  those 
who  use  tne  road.  Toll  thus  collected  would 
be  a  tax :  not  only  is  it  embraced  by  the  just 
definition  of  the  word  ta^  but  the  best  writers 
on  political  economy  call  tt  a  tax:  nor  can 
there  be  a  possible  doubt  upon  the  enttject ; 
for  every  reqoiation  of  money  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  people  is  a  tax,  and  this  bill 
makes  such  a  reqnisition.  The  oonsdtnllon 
^ves  to  Cougress  power  to  lay  and  oolleot 
taxes,  duties,  imposte,  and  excises  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfere ;  but  it  imposes  these  two  lim- 
itations :  First,  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  shall  be  uniform  througbout  the  United 
States.  Secondly,  that  every  capitation  or 
direct  tax  shall  be  in  proportioa  to  the  censua 
or  enumeration  which  it  directs  to  be  made  of 
the  people.  Now,  the  tolls  required  to  be  paid 
by  diis  bill  are  not  in  conformity  with  either 
of  these  limitations :  it  is  neither  apportioned 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  according 
to  the  census,  nor  can  it  be  pretended  to  t»e 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States ;  for  Qie 
obvious  reason  that  it  is  required  only  of  those 
who  pass  one  single  road,  and  for  the  liberty  of 
using  it.  A  tax  for  the  use  of  a  road  surely 
could  not  be  uniform  unless  it  was  required,  t» 
the  same  smount,  of  those  who  passed  all  the 
roads  in  the  United  States.  To  illustrate  this 
by  example :  suppose  that  Congress,  in  oonud- 
eration  of  a  ereat  e^ienditure  upon  a  partJcolar 
harbor,  should  require  the  ships  entering  that 
harbor  only  to  pay  a  tonnage  duty,  or  to  pay  a 
larger  tonnage  duty  in  one  port  than  in  an- 
other; or  suppose  that  we  were  to  require 
postage  upon  this  road  only,  or  a  larger  postage 
upon  this  than  any  other  road,  is  there  a  mem- 
ber of  this  committee  who  would  say  that  tbo 
constitution  would  not  be  violated  in  eith^ 
case!  And  if  it  would,  then  it  follows  that 
this  toll  cannot  be  imposed. 

But  there  is  anotiner  view,  which  will  plaoo 
this  subject  in  a  strong  light.  Whosoever  will 
attentively  examine  the  constitution,  will  find 
that  all  the  powers  which  it  gives  to  Gongrees 
have  relation  to  persons  and  things,  exo^t 
two ;  those  two  are  the  power  to  exercise  ex~ 
elusive  te^slation  over  the  seat  of  the  Fedend. 
Qovemment,  and  plaoes  pnrohased  for  tbe 
erection  of  forts,  magasines,  &o.,  and  the  power 
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to  diq>ose  oi,  and  make  all  needful  rales  and 
regulatiana  respootirig  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  Kow,  Ar,  the  mle  which  has 
been  estftblifthed,  ai  cathedra,  hj  which  to  de- 
ride in  what  coses  the  Hovereign^  of  the  States 
has  been  alienated  to  the  Federal  GoTernment, 
IB  this :  that  the  Ststea  leAtuD  all  the  aovereign- 
tj  which  the  constitution  has  not  delegated  ex- 
dosiTelj  to  the  United  States,  This  excIosiTe 
delegation,  toys  the  some  anthoiit^,  only  eziata 
in  t^ee  casee:  Ist,  where  the  constitution  in 
Axpresa  terms  grantB  an  exolnaive  anthoritj  to 
Qm  Union,  as,  hr  example,  the  exolnsive  legts- 
latdon  over  the  seat  of  Qoremment,  &a. ;  seo- 
cmdlj,  where  it  graitta  an  anthorit;  to  the 
Union,  and  prohihits  the  States  from  esereising 
a  like  aothoritj ;  aa.  for  exunple,  the  power  to 
•oin  monej',  which  la  granted  to  Congress,  and 
pndubitad  to  the  States ;  thirdly,  where  it 
grants  an  anthority  to  the  Union,  to  which  a 
similar  authority  in  the  States  wonld  be  abso- 
Intdy  and  totally  contradictory  and  repognant. 
One  eian^le  which  is  given,  is  the  power  to 
establish  a  uniform  role  of  naturalization 
thnmshont  the  United  States ;  thia,  it  is  said. 
most  De  exclosive,  booanse,  if  each  State  had 
power  to  prescribe  a  distinct  rule,  there  could 
be  no  uniform  rale.  Except  in  these  three 
daaaes  of  eases,  it  ia  said,  that,  as  the  State 
■orarugnty  is  not  alienated,  Oongress  have  not 
ULClnriTe  power,  and  oonseqnently  the  State 
Governments  have  a  oonourrent  power  with 
ttiem.  The  third  branch  of  this  rule,  that  is, 
tiie  one  which  declares  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  be  exclusive,  where  an  au' 
tbority  is  granted  to  the  Union,  to  which  a 
siinilar  authority  in  the  States  wonld  be  abso- 
latelj  and  totally  contradictory  and  repngnant, 
has  s  direct  and  important  bearing  upon  the 
preemat  queetioa.  Where  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Oovemment  expend  their  force  npon 
persons  and  things,  there  may  be  many  in- 
■famces  in  which,  under  this  principle,  the 
Btotes  may  olwm  a  oononrrent  power,  beoause 
ibo  operation  of  the  Federal  Oovemment  upon 
them  doee  not  neoenarily  exhaust  the  power. 
Erm  in  the  very  strong  case  of  taxation,  it  is 
Mid  the  Stat«a  have  tbis  oononrrent  power; 
tbon^  there  may  be  inconvenience  in  the  ao- 
tiim  of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments 
qwn  the  some  subject,  yet  there  is  no  neces- 
■W7  controdiotion  and  repugnanoy,  because, 
tiujagh  the  one  Gtovemment  should  consume  a 
portion  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  by  taxa- 
tkm,  a  portion  would  still  remain  for  Uie  de- 
iH^jy^*  of  the  other.  But,  sir,  this  cannot  be 
the  case  where  the  FedersI  Government  claims 
to  ex»ri^ae  a  direct  jurisdiction  over  the  soil, 
«vea  ia  regard  to  mere  property,  though  differ- 
ent person*  may,  at  the  same  tune,  own  a  joint 
intereet :  or,  one  may  own  a  present,  and  an- 
other a  fatnre  intorest ;  or  there  may  be  other 
pooeible  drcumstances  producing  modifioations 
nf  interest ;  yet,  it  is  a  proposition  which  can- 
not be  denied,  that  two  different  persons  can- 
not, at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  subject 


possess  distinct  and  independent  rights,  each 
embracing  the  whole  int^est  in  that  subject; 
this  would  be  legally  as  impossible  as  it  would 
be  physically  for  two  different  masses  of  mat- 
ter, at  the  some  time,  to  occupy  the  same 
space.  If  this  would  be  the  case  in  regard  to 
property,  how  mnoh  stronger  is  the  propodtdon 
when  applied  to  jurisdiction. 

All  the  powers  of  Government  may  be  OOU' 
sidered  as  emanations  from  its  sovereignty: 
but  what  I  now  speak  oC  is  that  completo  and 
perfect  jurisdiction  which  necessarily  includes, 
as  a  peul  of  its  definition,  the  right  in,  and 
power  over,  the  domun  or  territory.  When- 
soever and  wheresoevei  this  Jnrisdiotion  is  es~ 
ercised  directly  over  the  soil,  as  the  subject  of 
its  action,  it  must  be  exolunve ;  because,  as  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  Government  embraces  the 
whole  right  in  and  power  over  the  soil,  when- 
ever it  exercises  it  urectiy  on  that  subject,  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  Government  most  ne- 
ceasarily  be  absolutely  and  totally  contradic- 
tory and  repngnant,  if  brought  to  act  npon  the 
same  subject.  Thus,  to  illnatrate :  When  the 
General  Government  shall  have  tumpiked  a 
psrticnlor  road,  and  established  toll-gates,  if  a 
Stat«  were  to  attempt  to  regulate  or  to  claim 
tlie  same  road,  the  two  powers  could  not  exist 
together — the  action  oi  the  first  Government 
directly  npon  the  right  of  soil  having  eihansted 
the  whole  subject,  and  expended  the  whole 
power  over  it.  Acoor^ngly,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  this  neoeasary  oolhsion  of  jurisdiction, 
m  the  clause  relating  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, &o.,  the  jurisdiction  or  legialatiou  i^ 
iotidem  mtAu,  declared  to  be  exdusive;  and, 
in  the  other,  to  dispose  of|  and  make  all  need- 
fiil  rules  as  to  the  public  land,  it  mnst  be  ex-: 
clnsive,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case;  Im- 
canse,  no  other  power  can  exercise  Jurisdiction, 
inasmuch  as  that  implies  the  ownership  in  the 
domain,  which  is  in  the  General  Government 
alone.  We  are  told,  however,  that  Oonxreaa 
have  passed  laws  to  ponish  robberies  of  the 
mail,  sc.,  and  that  this  power  is  no  stronger. 
I  answer,  that,  without  stopping  to  inquire 
whether  they  rightfnlly  had  power  to  pass  such 
laws,  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  cases ;  because, 
there  the  power  acts  upon  persons,  but  here  it 
proposes  to  act  directly  iq)on  the  soil  as  its  sub- 
ject. No  one  can  doubt  but  that  the  erection 
of  toll-gates  and  demanding  toll  ia  an  exercise 
of  Jurisdiction  which  can  be  founded  only  on 
a  right  to,  and  power  over,  the  soil.  If  so,  and 
the  principle  be  true,  that  the  jurisdiction  in 
the  Federal  Government,  in  its  direct  action 
npon  the  soil,  must,  where  it  exists  at  all,  be 
exdnsive,  then  it  results  that  the  States  have 
not,  in  this  respect,  concnrtent  power— that  is, 
that  they  cannot  turnpike  any  road  which  is 
declared  to  be  a  post  road — thns  giving  to  the 
General  Government  exolnsive  jurisdiction  over 
one  hnndred  and  fourteen  thousand  miles  of 
poet  road,  which  we  now  have,  without  the 
assent  of  the  States,  though  the  oonstitntion 
requires  that  assent  before  it  can  be  divested  of 
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its  jorisdiotion,  in  the  small  anrfaoe  which  is 
the  seat  of  Qovernment,  and  the  other  iucon- 
«iderable  places  which  it  eimmerat«i.  Again, 
air.  Sec  to  what  lengths  this  priooiple  woald 
carry  us.  If  Congreaa  have  a  right  to  tnrnpike 
roads,  then  the;r  °ave  a  right  to  adopt  the  ma- 
cnstoroed  means  of  doin^  it ;  bnt,  one  of  the 
most  usual  means  ie  the  incorporation  of  oom- 
panies ;  and  thus  we  might  have  every  road  in 
the  Union  in  the  hands  of  incorporated  compa- 
nies, demanding  toils  of  the  people,  which 
Congress  must  make  high  enough  to  yield  them 
a  dividend  upon  their  stock.  This  is  not  all : 
we  are  told  Uiat  the  right  to  create  implies  tiia 
right  to  preserve.  Upon  this  principle,  Oon- 
grees  might,  with  a  view  to  preservation,  pro- 
otbit  any  citizen  from  passing  it,  nnless  his 
wheels  were  of  a  given  width ;  and,  indeed,  in 
this  very  bill.  It  is  provided  that  those  wboae 
wheels  exceed  dz  inches  in  width  shall  be  ez' 
empt  ^m  toll. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  affirm  the  proposition,  and  I  call 
npon  centlemen  to  refate  it  if  they  can,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cases  provided  for  in 
tJie  consCitntioD,  of  a  seat  of  Qovernment,  the 
Bites  of  fbrta,  magazines,  dec,  it  is  not  compe- 
tent for  the  General  Government  to  exercise 
jurisdiction,  or  to  acquire  by  purchase,  jurisdic- 
tion and  property,  in  and  over  one  square  foot 
of  territory  in  one  of  the  States.  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood ;  I  speak  not  here  of  our  pub- 
lic laada  lying  within  any  of  the  States ;  our 
power  over  them  results  &om  a  substantive  and 
aistinct  provision  of  the  constitution.  Bnt  my 
proposition  applies  to  those  States,  in  all  the 
soil  of  which  the  State  Governments  have  the 
right  bo&  of  soil  and  Jurisdiction :  such,  for 
example,  aa  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  In 
such  a  case  as  this,  T  repeat,  that  I  defy  a  refu- 
tation of  my  proportion. 

I  have  two  oojectiona  to  the  amendment, 
which  I  would  desire  to  have  obviated.  They 
ore  these;  I  would  prefer  that  the  lanrnage 
should  be  all  the  right  which  we  claim  to  nave, 
rather  than  as  it  is,  all  the  right  which  we  may 
have ;  the  other  is  the  proviso,  which  proposes 
to  attach  certain  conditions  to  the  sarrender. 
I  would  prefer  an  absolnt*  nnqnalified  surren- 
der of  all  our  pretensions,  expressed  in  terms 
which  could  not,  by  implication  even,  be  tor- 
tared  into  any  admiadon  that  we  had  claim ; 
but  if  these  objections  cannot  be  removed,  I 
will  vote  for  the  amendment  In  its  present 
form,  as  the  nearest  attiunable  approximatitok  to 
what  I  think  ought  to  be  done. 

[Here  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

Fridat,  January  St. 
Jletrenchmmit. 
The  following  resolution,  reported  fWnn  the 
Committee    on    Retrenchment,  on    tiie  Slat 
Inst,  by  Mr.  Wiokufte,  came  np  for  consider- 
ation: 

"  Sttolptd  bi/  the  SmaU  and  Hotite  of  Sepntwla- 


twn*«ftlt4  UnU»iSlat«tiitOoMitua*mmbltd,Tbtt 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  Mtd  CIm^  of  the  HoDM 
of  BeprsMOtatives,  shall  prohibit  the  use  of  the  Bt>- 
tionery  of  the  two  Hooiei,  In  folding  or  endorsing 
any  dooonenta,  pamphlets,  or  package,  other  than 
such  u  may  have  been  printed  by  order  of  either 
Bouse  of  Congr«BB,  or  such  manuscript  documents 
M  may  reUte  to  the  business  of  the  same." 

Mr,  WioELim  briefly  stated  the  otiject  of 
^ie  resolution,  as  intended  to  prevent  tLe  un> 
warrantable  nse,  or  the  abuse  of  the  oTJsting 
privilege  of  memben  in  relation  to  stationery, 
by  enclomng,  for  die  pnrpase  of  distribntioa, 
matter  which  had  no  oonneotion  with  the  hoA- 
nesB  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wilde  inanired  of  the  mover  whether 
any  reaolntion  haa  been  reported  &om  the  Com- 
mitt«e  on  Ketrenchment,  showing  the  ezistsDOB 
and  the  extent  of  such  an  atnue  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  refer  to.  Without  the  roost 
oonvinoing  evidence  of  the  fact,  he  slumld  not 
be  willing  to  vote  for  suoh  a  rescdution  aa  this. 
He  had  always  been  opposed  to  the  sanctitHi- 
ing,  except  on  evidence  the  moat  inoonteetaU^ 
any  self-condemnatory  ordinance.  He  hadoo- 
cadon,  Bome  years  s^  to  say  to  the  House, 
"A  fJvrUt  reetdentet  Imperii."  He  thonght 
the  House  had  done  this.  They  h»d  reoeded 
from  the  front  of  empire  by  stigmatlnng  tb^ 
own  body.  The  oondnot  retired  to  in  thia 
reeolatioa  was  admitted  by  all  to  l>e  noworth^ 
of  roembera  of  this  Boom,  and  be  would  not 
throw  before  the  pnbllo  an  impotation  of  it  to 
them  without  the  fullest  proof. 

Mr.  yfiamm  spoke  ui  reply.  If  the  gen- 
Ueman  would  read  the  report  made  by  tha 
Committee  of  Retrenchment,  at  the  last  se»- 
sioD,  and  would  compare  it  with  the  instmo- 
tions  given  by  the  House  to  that  oonunitt«e,  hs 
would  see  that  their  dntiee  had  emoia]  refeiv 
enoe  to  the  expenditures  of  this  House,  The 
committee  bad  not  proposed  to  retrenoh  any  of 
the  expenditures  in  the  departments,  however 
great  might  be  their  amount,  if  they  oonsidered 
them  neoesaary  to  a  oorreot  administration  of 
the  afiairs  of  this  Government,  In  the  oonise 
of  the  invest^ation,  the  otHnitiittee  became  fbl- 
ly  eatisfied  that  the  ori(^nal  pnrpooe,  had  in 
view  by  the  House,  in  furnishing  stationer;  to 
its  members,  had  been  greatly  perverted  by  ao 
improper  nse  of  the  pHvil^e.  He  ^d  not 
pretend  to  say  who  had  been  most  to  blame,  <a 
who  had  been  to  blame  at  all,  in  this  matter. 
He  would  not  say  that  he  was  himself  whoUj 
exempt  from  deserved  censure.  It  was  highlj 
probable  that,  partly  from  the  force  of  habit, 
and  partly  from  the  influence  of  the  exampla 
of  ouiers  around  him,  he  might  have  been  in- 
duced to  extend  this  privilege  t>eyand  its  prop- 
er limits.  Be  would  state  one  or  two  facts  to 
the  House :  within  the  first  dxtf  days  <^  the 
last  session  there  had  been  printed  (aa  he  nn- 
derstood,  and  had  reason  to  believe,  for  he  could 
not  speak  with  absolate  certainty)  within  tbia 
District,  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand 
copies  of  the  Kiohmond  addreag^  beudes  ten 
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thousand  oofiea  of  the  North  Gartdina  addreaa, 
and  xvonl  tbonsand  of  the  addreeafhm  Waah- 
\Dgton,  in  Peiuis;lTaDia.  AU  thcM  bad  boon 
(ulded  tuid  wrapped  np  in  the  foldiiig  moms  of 
this  House,  or  at  least  ont  of  the  etationeiT 
fbmished  for  the  use  of  tberobera.  Beddea 
theae,  two  other  documents  had  been  put  np  In 
like  manner,  one  of  them  parportlng  to  b«  a 
cop7  of  the  offioial  dooninenta  reapeoting  the 
Six  Ifilitiamea ;  the  other  was  a  doonment  pnr- 


ea)  controveraj.  No  donbt  great  abnaea  had 
taken  place  on  both  rides.  Bat  this  formed 
onlf  an  additional  reason  why  the  rwolntion 
might  to  be  adopted.  If  any  gentleman  wonld 
compare  the  acconnt  for  stationery  ftuTuthad 
at  the  last  seBwon,  vith  that  of  any  prooeding 
year,  he  eonld  not  Tesist  the  {mpr««ion  that 
more  of  the  pnblio  st^onery  bad  been  oon- 
sined  than  waa  called  &^  by  the  bodneas  of 
this  Honse. 


theresolntion,  and  he  thought  it  ahonld  be  oor- 
rected.  The  amonat  oonsomed  last  year  for 
stationeiT,  he  hod  been  informed,  was  Qpw&rds 
of  six  tnoDsond  dollars.  There  was  oonven- 
ience,  too,  in  ^rmlttinff  members  to  parohasa 
their  own  stationery.  By  a  apeoiflo  atlowanoe 
tbia  may  be  done,  and  from  three  to  foar  tboa- 
tand  dollars  ont  off  from  the  expenditure.  If 
mambera  were  to  be  allowed  any  stationery  at 
all,  he  thoaght  this  was  the  best  oourBe,  and 
moved  to  amend  the  resolutionos  follows: 

After  the  words  House  o: 
strike  out  the  balance  of  the 
»ert:  "Shall  andit,  at  each  sesaion  of  Coagreai^ 
and  pay,  ont  of  the  oootingent  funds  of  each 
House,  the  accounts  for  stationery  of  the  mem- 
ber* of  each  Honse,  aotnally  paid  by  them;  not 
to  exceed  the  anm  of  ten  dollars  for  each  mem- 
ber, dnring  one  session:  and  that  the  practice 
of  famishing  BtatJonerf  to  the  members,  from 
the  Becretary's  and  Oierk's  ofBoea,  b«  aieoon- 

Mr.  EnBETT  said  he  was  opposed  to  tlie 
amendment  for  the  same  reasons  for  whioh  be 
wuopposed  totheoriginal  resolutdiHi.  Hehad 
<f  poeea  it  la  the  Oonimittee  of  Retrenchment 
■ndmnstTotaagainBtitintheEoase.  neshonld 
not  go  into  any  oolonlation  as  to  thenumlieror 
kind  of  documents  which  had  been  folded  in 
the  pnblio  paper.  The  gentleman  from  Een- 
tDcky  (Mr.  WiOKLorx)  had  made  a  statement 
cf  abosas — for  abnaes  (Mr.  £.  admitted)  they 
*ere — which  bad  token  place,  in  this  reepect, 
on  one  side  of  the  question,  and  had  been  can- 
did enough  to  admit  that  similar  abuses  bad 
taken  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
Thb  ia,  perhaps,  alt  that  is  necessary  to  say,  on 
this  point,  with  the  addition  of  one  qnaufica- 
Qun.    Ur.  K  believed  that  the  abosee,  whioh 


the  gentleman  had  not  sped&ed,  were  at  least 
eqnal  to  thcee  whioh  he  had.  But  be  ahoold 
aa^  no  more  about  it ;  they  were  abases  on 
whatever  side  they  took  place.  He  waa  op- 
poaed  to  the  rMoIntion  and  amendment,  be- 
oanaa  the  anttjeot-matter  is  one  whioh  we  can- 
not regale  by  public  enactment.  It  is  one  of 
those  things  which  must  be  left  to  public  sen- 
timent, or  the  priTat«  sentiment  woioh  exista 
in  the  bosom  of  every  member.  He  was,  him- 
self^ willing  to  do  away  with  this  whole  ^po- 
ratno,  of  which  the  stationery  is  a  part.  He 
was  willing  to  have  the  hall  swept  and  gar- 
nished— deared  of  these  incumbrances,  and  ex- 
cladvely  appropriated  to  the  objects  for  whioh 
it  waa  construoted,  and  the  members  of  the 
Honse  were  oonTcned.  Bnt  he  believed  it  was 
ont  of  the  queetion  to  attempt  to  remove  the 
desks ;  and  while  they  remain,  it  seemed  not 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  do  away  the  supply 
of  a  few  sheets  of  paper,  pens,  and  ink,  far> 
nished  at  the  deska.  And  how  oan  yon  draw 
a  line  between  fiimisbing  theae  small,  artioles^ 
and  thoae  lavish  expenditorea,  Justly  oom- 
pltined  of,  by  any  thing  bnt  the  operation  of  a 
sense  of  honor  on  the  part  oi  the  members  of 
the  Honse,  or  of  public  sentiment  upon  them. 
If  any  thing  could  be  effected  by  regnlations, 
we  have  l£em  already.  By  what  right  are 
reams,  be  had  almost  a^d  cart  loads,  of  paper 
flirnisned   for   the   folding   of  electioneermg 

riphletsi  Who  famishea  itt  Who  pays 
it  I  Have  we  no  executive  offioers  of  this 
Honse  t  Have  we  no  Committees  of  Accounts  t 
ICust  any  thing,  and  every  thing,  in  the  shape 
of  an  acoonnt,  be  passed  I  Mr.  E.  asked  not 
to  be  mistaken.  He  cast  no  censure  on  the 
officers,  or  the  oonuoittees  of  the  Honse.  They 
wonld  go  as  tar,  no  doubt,  as  the  Honse  would 
sapport  them.  Bnt  of  what  use  was  it,  to  pass 
a  resolution,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Oterk  of  the  House  to  do  that, 
wbioh  tfaey  were  already  able  to  do  in  the  gen- 
eral discharge  of  their  duty.  Mr.  £.  thought 
a  protracted  debate  on  thia  subject,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  so  much  buaineaa  of  importance 
— t  before  the  House,  was  inexpedient;  and 
this  reason,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  of  Vi.  £.  was  determined  in  the 
i^otive. 

Mr.  Bi.n8,  of  Missouri,  sud  he  was  not 
qnite  sure  that  it  wonld  be  considered  proper 
a  meddle  in  questions  of  this  sort ; 
but  of  this  he  waa  sore,  that  he  would  think 
and  speak  upon  this  subject  as  disinterestedly 
as  any  gentJeman  here.  My  days  on  this  floor, 
sud  Mr.  B.,  are  numbered,  and  are  few ;  as  a 
member  of  this  l>ody,  therefore,  I  cannot  be 
greatly  affected  by  any  new  course  that  may 
now  be  adopted.  I  have  always  nnderatood 
that  the  praaHoe  of  supplying  members  with 

eublio  stationery  was  for  the  good  of  the  pob- 
0,  and  not  as  a  personal  kindness  to  the  mom-t 
hers  of  this  Honse — for  tlie  pnrpoae  of  facili- 
tating the  difftudoii  of  naeful  knowledge  among 
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the  people,  and  not  partakiog  Id  an;  degree  of 
tbe  character  of  individoEd  interest.  I  never, 
for  an  mstant,  supposed  that  m^  right  to  oae 
the  pnblic  paper  and  to  frank  parages,  waa 
deigned  as  a  personal  boon  to  me,  bnt  have 
alvajs  acted  npon  the  idea  that  it  was  tbt 
privilege  of  my  oonstitnenta,  intended  eicln- 
(dvelf  for  their  benefit  It  is  the  established 
practice  of  the  House  to  order  the  printing  of 
great  nnmherB  of  pnblic  documents  for  the  nse 
of  the  people,  evidentlT  not  to  be  read  bv  us, 
beoanse  they  are  folded  and  sealed,  and  puced 
on  onr  deaks,  read;  to  be  franked  and  mailed. 
This  privilege  is  highly  nsefnl  to  the  public, 
and  it  is  no  valid  argument  againat  it  that  it  is 
liable  to  be,  or  actoally  has  been,  abused.  Every 
other  good  thing  is  obnoziona  to  the  same  ob- 
jection. Sir,  it  is  the  theory  of  our  Qovern- 
ment,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  ve^  true  in  fact 
that  any  man,  whom  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
people  may  consider  fit  to  represent  them  on 
this  floor,  is  entitled  to  have  mipnted  to  him 
Bome  litUe  touch  of  ^soretion  and  honesty. 
If  the  coQacionsness  of  the  dignity  of  a  seat 
here,  or  a  oonacioDBDees  of  personal  respectabil- 
ity among  iodividoal  membera,  cannot  restrain 
a  dishonest  propensity  to  mean  and  grovelling 
peculationa  on  tJie  pnblio,  I  shall  despair  of  the 
eEBcBCy  of  any  roles  we  may  adopt.  The 
privilege  of  nsing  pnblic  atallonery  moat  be 
withheld  altogether,  or  the  regnlatioii  will  lead 
to  conseqaoncea  infinitely  worse  than  those 
already  existing.  Ton  cannot  enforce  the 
modified  enjoj'ment  of  the  privil^e,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  resolution,  without  the  esercise  of 
an  inqniaitorial  power  over  members,  dishonor- 
able alike  to  those  who  exercise,  and  those  who 
are  subject  to  it-  The  abuses  referred  to  by 
tite  gentlemam  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Wigk- 
UTPE,)  ariHing  out  of  the  high  poUtioal  exoite- 
meot  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  are  not  to 
be  wondered  at.  They  will  occur  on  both 
aides,  whenever  such  extraordinary  excitement 
prevails.  The  public  curiosity  on  such  occa- 
sions is  on  the  gape  for  news  &om  tbe  seat  of 
Government,  and  it  is  no  matter  of  surprise 
that  errors  of  Judgment  should  sometimes  be 
oommitted,  as  to  the  importance  of  the  matter 
diffOsed  among  the  people.  The  abundance  of 
OUT  self-love  makes  ns  prone  enough  to  con- 
sider every  thing  that  concerns  ourselves  as  of 
snffldent  importance  to  be  worthy  of  a  circu- 
lAtifm, 

Ur.  WiOKLiFFB  said  tha^  as  to  the  propriety 
of  adopting  either  the  origmal  resolution  or  the 
amendment,  or  of  postponing  both  indefinitely, 
although  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ur. 
Oahbeblgko)  had  seen  fit  to  denominate  the 
whole  a  Hmall  bosinesa,  still  the  reaolntion  hav- 
ing received  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Retrenahment,  and  he  having  in 
obedience  to  that  committee  reported  it  to  the 
House,  he  felt  himself  called  npon  to  make  one 
*or  two  obesrvations.  He  could  not  perceive 
exactly  how  those  gentlemen,  who  had  been 
laat  session  zealous  in  the  cause  of  re&«noh- 


m«ait  and  reform,  could  possibly  be  opposed  to 
a  resolatioD  like  this — a  resolution  wnich  pro- 
poaed  to  oorrvot,  by  the  authority  of  this 
House,  abuses  existing  within  its  own  domicil, 
and  which,  whatever  gentlemen  might  say  to 
tbe  contrary,  did  %all  for  ctnrection  in  some 
ehape  or  other.  He  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sew  York,  whether  a  waste  of 
the  public  stationery  to^the  amount  of  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars  annually,  was  not  aa 
worthy  of  that  gentletoan^s  attention,  aa  three 
or  four  hundred  dollars  expended  for  uewqia- 
pers  in  one  of  the  Departments.  The  amount, 
it  was  true,  mi^t  not  be  of  any  great  magni- 
tude, yet  it  was  a  manifest  abuse.  'Whether  is 
was  one  which  had  sprung  from  a  sudden 
emergency,  or  had  insensibly  grown  up  frmn  a 
course  of  gradual  indulgence,  he  would  leav« 
to  the  genueman  from  lillssouri  to  determine. 
All  gentlemen  seem  to  admit  that  the  abuae 
had  existed.  The  gentleman  from  Miasouri 
mi^t  say  that  this  resolntion  would  not  cor- 
rect it;  but,  for  himself  be  was  satisfied  that 
it  would.  Bnt,  ahoold  even  this  be  evaded,  no 
doubt  that  gentleman's  ingenuity  would  soon 
suggest  a  remedy.  Very  possibly  he  (Ur. 
W.)  might  be  situated  in  the  aame  manner  aa 
the  KCntleman  from  Uiasouri.  It  was  very 
poBsiDle  that  he  too  might  have  bnt  a  few  la- 
mnining  days  to  Spend  here.  That  was  a  mat- 
ter which  did  not  depend  on  his  own  wilL 
The  resolution  did  not  go  to  prohibit  such  a  use 
of  the  public  stationery  as  the  will  of  Ciongrefla 
had  permitted  to  the  predecessora  of  those  who 
now  constituted  that  body.  It  was  only  in- 
tended to  prohibit  its  application  to  matteia  not 
connected  with  the  business  of  legislation. 
Would  this  Honse  raise  a  committee  for  the  ex- 


soon  aa  the  committee  pointed* out  an  abuse, 
and  proposed  a  remedy,  immediately  vote  it 
down,  becanse  it  mightpossibly  lead  to  abuse 
in  acme  other  form  ?  would  not  the  adoption 
of  such  a  resolution  as  this  make  its  appeal  to 
the  moral  feelings  of  a  succeeding  Congresat 
Was  it  to  be  believed,  that,  in  the  feco  of  snch 
a  reaolntion,  members  of  this  House  would  send 
their  stationery  to  their  private  lod^nga,  ia 
violation  both  of  its  spirit  and  letter !  If  such 
a  member  was  to  be  lonnd,  and  the  fact  conld 
be  proved  upon  him,  any  gentieman  that  would 
move  for  his  expulaon  should  have  his  sealous 
support 

LoltaHet  m  Waihington. 

The  bill  to  oontinae  in  force  the  proviajona 
of  "  An  act  to  aathorize  the  Oorporation  of  tbe 
Oitj^  of  Washington  to  draw  Lotteries,"  was 
considered  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  oc- 
casioned some  debate. 

Ur.  Ihozbsou.  explained  the  reaaona  why  the 
.  immittee  on  the  District  had  reported  the 
bill.  He  disapproved  of  lotteries  as  much  aa 
the  gentieman  from  Hew  York;  and  if  Qiis 
were  a  propositaon  for  the  OTiginal  grant  of  oce^ 
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he  ahonld  take  the  same  gronnd,  and  oertainl; 
cmpoaa  it ;  but  it  was  morel?  for  the  renewal 
of  a  priTilege  formerly  granted.  Mr.  L  tben 
went  into  an  explsaadon  of  the  drcometanoea 
of  the  oase.  The  bill  did  not  releaae  the  Cor- 
poration from  its  exifitioK  liabilities^  and  he 
thought  the  eiperienoe  of  Out  bodj  was  a  ywj 
Boffioient  Becurity  that  thej  would  take  good 
bonds  for  the  Aitora. 

Ki.  EsmuB  warmly  opposed  the  bill.  He 
had  opposed  it  in  oommittee,  and  woold  oppoee 
tt  In  Uie  House.  What  seouritr  did  that  flonm 
that,  if  they  should  pass  the  bill,  the 
tion  wonld  not  do   the   same  Uilng 

, ?    Then  another  loss  woold  happen,  and 

__ie  same  argamrait  wonld  be  urged  upon  the 
House  again.  Was  it  visa  and  pradent  to  en- 
oonrage  lotteries  t  If  it  was  not,  the  House 
ought  not  to  do  it.  If  an  evil  was  oommltted 
ten  years  ago,  that  was  no  reason  that  it  shoold 
be  committed  now.  The  Oorporat^on  of  Wash- 
ington, it  seemed,  bad  made  a  bad  bargain,  and 
now  that  was  nrged  as  an  argument  why  the 
House  shonld  give  them  an  (^portoni^  of 
making  another  Dad  barg^n, 

Mr.  Uabtih  bad  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
oonsnlting  the  original  bill,  whioh  the  present 
one  proposed  to  extend;  and  on  his  motion, 
the  bill  was  laid  aside  for  the  present. 
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Si.TDBD^T,  Januaiy  24. 
Setmte\mmt. 
The  resolntion  fh>m  the  Oonutdttee  on  Re- 
trenchment, on  the  sabject  of  stationery,  oom- 

llr.  Yasol  a^d  that  he  had  no  dispodtlon  to 
debar  gentlemen  from  the  ordinary  use  of  sta- 
tionery in  the  House,  as  heretofore,  nor  would 
ffooh  be  the  effeot  of  his  amendment.  The 
bosinees  of  the  House  woold  proceed  as  nsusL 
Aa  to  correspondence,  he  could  hold  up  as 
large  a  bondle  of  letters  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky ;  [which  he  did.]  A  great  noiae  had 
been  made  on  the  subject  of  reformation  and 
retrenchment;  but,  after  waiting  so  long,  what 
had  the  House  received!  Three  bills  and  one 
rceolntion.  One  of  the  bills  proposed  to  make 
an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  fumiabing  the 
forage  of  officers  in  the  army ;  another  out  up 
the  appropriatdott  for  the  Indian  department; 
the  last  was  to  discontinue  secret  semce  money 
daring  peace;  and  now  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's resolution  went  to  save  a  few  reams  of 
paper.  He  would  not  say  that  he  was  more  fit 
or  more  disposed  to  diacoTcr  objects  for  re- 
bsnchment  tnan  the  genUemaa ;  bat  he  really 
thought,  if  he  was  honored  with  a  place  in  that 
emunittee,  he  could  find  more  worthy  ottjeots 
than  these.  He  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  t^ 
off  five  thousand  dollars  a  rear  from  the  Pred' 
dent's  salary ;  he  would  take  off  the  Speaker'i 
extra  pay;  and  he  would  dock  off  something 


wonld  l>e  worth  reporting.  As  to  the  preaeot 
resolution,  seeing  that  it  bad  come  into  the 
House,  he,  for  one^was  prepared  to  meet  it; 
he  was  ready,  for  his  own  part,  to  pay  for  all 
the  stationery  be  made  use  of;  it  would  not 
cost  bim  more  than  six  dollars,  with  which  sum 
he  ooold  diAise  all  useful  information  throngh 
his  district,  as  well  as  if  any  quantity  of  p^>er 
shonld  be  fiimished  him  oat  of  the  public 
purse. 

Mr.  HuoLioK  aaid  that  he  was  exoeedinely 
b^py  that  the  gentieman  troca  Ohio  bad  ii^- 
oated  so  keen  an  appetite  for  retrenchment,  and 
hence  he  hoped  that  the  committee  would  have 
the  benefit  of  bis  oo-operatiou  throughont  the 
discussion  of  their  measures ;   but  it  is  a  little 


for  proceeding  to  the  banqnet  before  half  the 
dishes  are  served  up.  Permit  me  to  assure 
bitn^  that,  before  the  committee  have  finished 
their  labors^  he  will  have  subjects  sufficiently 
oomprebensive  and  various  for  the  fall  exercise 
of  his  patriotism  and  love  of  fragality.  It  is 
true,  sir,  that  the  committee  have  reported  but 
four  or  five  bills  as  yet,  and  one  resolution ; 
and  those  not  the  most  important  in  oonnectit»i 
with  onr  late  investigations.  Other  bills,  bow- 
ever,  are  in  progress  and  preparation,  and,  I 
tmst,  in  the  course  of  the  next  weekjthat  they 
will  all  be  presented  to  the  House.  This  del^ 
no  one  regrets  more  ttian  myself  mora  espe- 
(ually  as  it  resulted  from  my  own  absence  at 
the  earir  paK  of  the  sessioii.  It  has  so  hap- 
pened, tnat  the  disonssion  has  commenced  oa 
one  of  the  most  inoontdderable  items  of  re- 
trenchment which  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended. Tet,  he  trusted  that,  minute  as  was 
the  Bubiect,  it  might  find  its  i^Mlogy  in  this 
truth,  uiat,  however  wrong  it  might  be  that 
charity  should  be^  at  home,  it  was  right  that 
retrenchment  should  do  so.  But  be  frankly 
confessed,  he  was  greatiy  opposed  to  a  waste  of 
time  oa  one  item  of  the  retrenchments  of  this 
House,  when,  perhaps,  the  same  consnn 
of  time  would  be  sufficient  for  a  fall  cons 
tion  of  all  the  aavings  which  the  committee 
designed,  in  their  bill,  to  propose  for  the  con- 
sideration and  adoption  of  the  House.  Wldi 
this  view,  he  shoitla  renew  Ua  motion  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Loirs  observed,  although  (^poaed  to 
the  principle  centred  in  the  resolution, 
he  would  prefer  meeting  the  question  now. 
If  economy  be  the  oldest,  and  the  resolution 
is  to  pass,  he  thought  the  House  ought  to 
act  promptiy ;  he  was  not  sure  but  it  wonld 
have  been  something  more  of  a  saving  to  the 
Qovemment,  if  the  resolution  bad  been  passed 
yesterday,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  suggested 
that  there  had  been,  in  the  oourse  of  the  last 
evening,  I  will  not  say  in  anticipation  of  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  some  pretty  heavy 
draugnts  made  in  the  stationery.  Shonld  it  M 
postponed  a  few  days  longer,  it  would  a&brd 
1  ample  opportonUj  for  all  tiM  memlMrs  to  he 
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fnmi^ed  in  Uie  lame  waj ;  coDseqaenOy  It 
most  lose  its  efibot  for  the  preeent  CongresB. 
Hr.  L.  iroTxId  Bsy  a  word  in  relation  to  the  re- 
marks of  lite  gentleman  from  Eentuckj,  (Mr. 
WioKLiFTK,}  nuide  yesterdftj  on  the  mbject  of 
the  resolntion  now  nnder  oonsideration ;  he 
did  not,  Bt  the  time,  ao  particularly  notioe  the 
obscrrations ;  bnt  in  his  printed  Bpeech,  which 
appeoTB  in  tho  morning^  PHMt,  he  ha«  giTen  a 
tolerable  minnte  Btitement  of  the  nomber  of 
Mptei  of  the  Bldunond  addreaa,  the  Korth 
Owolina  addree^  and  IClit^  docnments,  which 
be  aaiA  bad  all  b«en  wr^ped  op  in  the  folding 
rooms.  This  infbnnation  is  giyen  and  gone 
abroad  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  Kow,  no 
donbt,  it  is  eqaallr  desirable  that  the  people 
abonla  be  informed  as  to  the  nnmber  of  copies 
of  the  Telegrutb  evtra,  Ac,  which  was  about 
that  time  circulated  in  the  same  waj .  He  had 
DO  donbt  the  gentleman  had  it  in  his  power  to 
eive  this  infi^nation,  which,  perhaps,  might 
be  deemed  of  as  mnoh  Importance  aa  the  part« 
he  had  oommnnioated  so  minntelj. 

The  reedntion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table— reas  106,  nays  63. 

Uom^T,  Jananry  86. 
Otimitriaitd  SBod. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  and  took  np  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Onmberland  road. 

Ur.  FoBT  said :  This  qaestion,  like  all  others 
of  great  importance,  ought  to  be  diecnsaed  diepas- 
■lonatelr.  I  feel  that  loan  meet  it  cabnlf ;  bnt 
I  am  well  aware  that  it  wiU  be  impossible  to  pre- 
set mj  view  of  il^  without  nmuinK  into  that  dis- 
Pted  gronnd,  so  loudly  defended  by  tho»e  who, 
woud  appear,  are  the  gnardians  of  the  rights 
of  the  States.  Bir,  I  have  attended  patiently 
to  this  discussion ;  I  have  heard  much  of  the 
growing  powera  of  this  Government  and  of 
the  imminent  danger  impending  over  the  Btates 
and  over  the  people ;  yet  I  never  in  my  life  fdt 
more  thoronghly  convinced  that  these  opinions 
are  illnsory  and  the  fears  entertuned  entirely 
groundless.  This  Oovemment  cannot  exist  a 
single  day  eft«r  the  Governments  of  the  States 
are  destroyed ;  nor  can  it  deprive  the  people  of 
their  libemes  nolesa  they  shall  become  tired  of 
the  precious  inheritance  and,  like  a  &mons  na- 
tion of  old,  who  enjoyed  a  Government  estab- 
Ushed  by  the  Host  High,  cry  aloud  egunst  it, 
and,  destroying  its  powers,  bury  themselves 
and  their  liberties  in  the  mighty  ruin.  Maj 
onr  nation  profit  by  Qie  example  of  the  punish- 
ment which  they  have  anfTered  and  ^et  oon- 
tinne  to  anffbr. 

Three  qnestions  present  themselves  for  dis* 
onsmon  nnder  the  bill  on  yotir  table : 

1.  Has  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States 
power  to  oonstmct  roads  within  the  States? 

8.  Has  it  power  to  levy  tolls  on  roads  thns 
constructed?  and, 

8.  Is  it  expedient  to  exerdaa  this  power  in 
the  preaent  mstanoe  ? 


1  to  deliver  my  opinion  in  anp- 


all  these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  To  aos- 
tain  these  opinions,  I  deem  it  best  first  to  no- 
tice, what  I  think  the  prindpal  errors  lying  at 
the  root  of  this  snliject ;  and  from  which  have 
spmng  the  ai^nmenta  deemed  ao  oonolnaive 
against  ns.    These  are — 

1.  That  ibis  Government  b  a  compact  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  Statce. 

S.  That  its  powers  are  derived  from  the  State 
Governments. 

8.  That  it  properiy  exists  only  within  tha 
ten  miles  square,  composing  this  district.    And, 

i.  That  the  sovereignty  of  each  State  over 
its  soU,  is  paramonnt  and  exdusive. 

It  is  obvious,  if  these  propontiona  are  not 
founded  on  a  Jnst  view  of  the  oonstitntion,  bnt 
are,  on  the  contrary,  wholly  untrue,  a  great 
part  of  the  ar^nment  which  has  been  advanced 
on  this  question  mnst  fall  to  the  ground.  I 
shalL  therefore,  bestow  some  attention  on  each 
of  them.  In  the  first  place,  let  ns  inqmn 
whether  this  Government  is  a  confederation  t^ 
independent  sovereign  Governments.  Ever; 
Government  is,  in  some  sense,  sovereign,  and 
Qie  States,  within  their  limits  of  power  and 
territory,  are  as  tmly  so  as  any  Government  on 
earth.  Bnt  the  people  of  the  United  Stat«e  Uva 
under  no  Government  having  boundless  author- 
ity ;  and,  although  the  t«nn  sovereinity  is  of 
fi^nent  use  amongst  ua,  it  invariaUy  meana 
no  more  tlian  the  sovereign  power  known  un- 
der the  Government  we  live  in.  Kottung  has 
oonbibnted  more  to  darken  this  enbject,  than 
the  obstinacy  with  which  the  definitions  of  sov- 
ereign powers,  drawn  from  foreign  oonntrie^ 
whose  Govermneots  have  not  a  prindple  in 
common  with  ours,  are  brought  in  and  ^died 
to  the  States  and  to  this  Oovemment.  This 
subject  cannot  be  thna  ezpluned  or  under- 
stood :  onr  form  of  Government  is  too  com- 
plex. Tme,  it  is  wholly  derived  from  one  Bim- 
pie  element^  the  will  of  the  people ;  bnt,  as  it 
was  imposdole  to  bring  this  will  to  bear  on  ths 
varions  eircnmstances  requiring  its  ezercisee, 
our  ancestors  happily  fell  on  the  plan  of  dele- 
gating this  power  to  proper  agents.  No  one 
Has  denied  the  anthority  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  nor,  so  &tr  as  I  know,  baa 
any  denied  the  obligation  of  indiyidoals  to  con- 
fbrm  to  its  laws ;  bnt  the  difficulty  is,  how  far 
it  mv  bind  the  Btat«&  without  destroying 
that  sovereignty  reserved  to  them  by  the  peo- 
ple. That  we  may  not  wander  in  this  discna. 
sion,  let  us  look  a  UtUe  Into  the  history  of  the 
fomiatioa  of  this  Government. 

The  Governments  of  most  of  the  States  ex- 
isted before  the  establishment  of  tlda.  The 
war  of  the  Revolntion  left  these  States  united 
by  a  compact,  whose  obligation,  under  the 
patriotic  feeling  prevaUing  during  the  oonfiio^ 
.  was  sufficient  to  preserve  them  through  the  ar- 
dnons  etruggle.  Bnt  the  experience  of  a  few 
,  years  demonstrated  that  this  con^iact  was  in> 
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sofficiwt  to  perform  the  dittiM  of  &  Qovem- 
inent  in  time  of  peace.  A  hearj  debt  exiiited, 
whicli  each  State  f^t  itself  bonnd  to  see  di»- 
obarged.  and  tbis  required  Bomething  like  a 
Kational  GoTemment.  It  ia  obriooB,  throogh 
all  the  Btagea  of  the  proceedings  had  towards 
the  establuhment  of  the  Goiutitation  of  the 


The  convention  who  framed  it,  therefore,  re- 
turned it  to  the  people  for  their  sanction ;  and 
bs  whom  wag  the  sanction  given  I  Br  the  State 
Govemmentet  Bj  no  means.  Too  peoiite 
chose  de]egat«a  to  meet  in  convention  for  tJiis 
particniar  pnrpoee ;  and  b?  these  conventions 
was  thia  satuvd  instnmient  ratified  and  eon- 
firmed  ;  and  from  that  d^  tUl  the  preauit  has 
it  been  considered  as  binding  equally  on  all  the 
States,  and  on  all  the  pe<ml6j  deriving  it«  pow- 
ers from  the  highest  authontv  known  in  this 
eoontry — the  people.  True,  mis  sanction  was 
not  obtained  through  popolsr  assemblies ;  the 

r>ple  met  in  their  gei^^phioal  divisions ;  and 
the  onlj  practioable  wej,  I  repeat  it,  gave 
to  this  GoTerament  the  impress  of  their  sover- 


Ital 


I  take  it  as  granted  Uiat  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States  was  ratified,  and  conseqnenti]' 
enacted  hj  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  bj  the  Btuba  Qoremments,  Bat  let  us  look 
a  Uttle  closer  into  this  matter.  Let  us  suppose 
the  convention  who  &amed  it  convened  for  the 
purpose ;  what  can  we  enppoBe  was  the  first 
object  of  thur  deeire  t  To  form  a  Government 
qnalified  to  secure  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
This  is  a(±nowledged  bj  all  the  world  to  be 
tiu  only  troe  object  of  Govenunent  No  mot- 
tor  witi)  what  derootism  or  what  bnaticism 
the  liberties  of  the  people  are  destroyed, 
whether  it  be  by  the  cruel  Autocrat,  the  infat- 
uated Turk,  or  the  bigoted  Spaniard — all  de- 
clare themselvH  the  gnardians  of  the  happiness 
of  the  pe4n>Ie.  How  much  more  are  we  Justi- 
fied in  thinking  that  this  was  the  ruling  desire 
of  our  glorious  convention.  Follow  them  a  lit- 
tje  ftirtiier ;  the  objects  deemed  necessary  to 
this  great  end  ^raduaUv  develop  themselves; 
the  instrument,  mtendea  to  be  invalid  till  sanc- 
tioned by  the  people,  speaks  in  their  name. 

"We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
«  perfect  imian ;  to  establish  jostioe  ;  en- 
io  traoqutllJt; ;  provide  for  the  < 


These  are  the  great  ends  to  be  accomplished, 
and  they  are  worthy  of  the  statesman  and  the 
sage.    It  was  requisite  to  point  out  the 


States.  The  power  to  construct  roads  is  no- 
where mentioned  in  the  constitution,  aa  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.    If  it  exists  at  all,  It 


is  as  an  inddent  to  the  powers  specially  grant- 
ed. The  special  grants  of  means  or  power,  to 
this  Gkivemment,  which  it  appears  to  me  may, 
in  the  administration  of  it«  affurs,  reqoire  the 
exercise  of  the  power  to  eonstract  road^ 
are  principally  these ;  "To  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  dntiea,  impoeU,  and  excises."  "  To  regu- 
late commerce  witik  foreign  powers,  among  Uie 
States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  "  To  estab- 
lish post  offices  and  post  roads."  "  To  provide 
for  the  pnblio  defence  and  general  wel&re  erf 
the  United  Stat«e."  And,  "to  make  all  laws 
which  ahaU  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  ezeootion  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
otter  powers  vested  bj  this  constitution  in  tlie 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States,  or  any  d^ 
pertinent  or  officer  thereof."  I  have  aiud  that 
these  powers  were  granted,  not  by  the  State 
Governments,  bat  by  those  whose  power  will 
not  be  din)nted  herty-the  people  of  the  United 
Statcfl.  Over  whom  and  to  whom  have  they 
directed  their  mandate  t  Hear  them — "Thii 
constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Btotea 
which  flholl  be  made  in  pnrsnaooe  thereof^  and 
all  treaties  mode,  or  which  shall  be  mad&  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  Judges  <4 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing 
in  the  ooustitntion  or  taws  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  Oould  it  be  be- 
lieved that  this  power  thus  granted,  muntain- 
ed,  and  executed,  by  every  suooessive  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  for  forty  year^ 
should  now  be  a  matter  of  qnestion  Deret 
Could  it  have  been  dreamed  that  an  argam«it 
to  prove  that  thia  Government  is  clothed  with 
powar  to  execute  its  laws,  as  well  within  the 
States  as  elsewhere,  would  have  been  listened 
to  for  a  moment  t    What  then — does  It  follow 


arbitrary  power  I    Far  from  it    The  people 
have  reserved  in  their  own  hands,  and  m  the 


2.  Are  the  powers  of  this  Government  de- 
rived fiMim  the  State  Governments  t  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  its  powers  are  derived  from  a 
higher  lonrce.  That  the  sovereignty  it  exer- 
cises is  from  an  authority  as  much  greater  than 
that  of  a  State,  as  the  whole  of  the  people  are 
greater  than  a  part ;  and  that  it  is  not  only  so 
from  the  reasonableness  of  the  thing,  bnt  hat 
been  uniformly  so  received  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government.  It  m^,  however,  be 
proper  here  to  notice  the  many  frightful  pic- 
tures drawn  of  the  decaying  powers  of  the 
States,  and  of  the  r^id  strides  making  by  thii 
GovemmeDt  towards  absolute  power  and  un- 
limitod  dominion.  Kothiug  con  present  itself 
to  my  mind  more  idle  than  this  fear,  or  mora 
unfoonded  than  these  opinions.  Have  gentle- 
men failed  to  notice  that  this  OovemmeDt 
oeasee  to  exist  with  those  of  tiie  States  t  Have 
they  fitiled  to  nolioe  that  the  people  themselves 
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not  aolj  oontrol  QS  throng  retnrning  eleoticoi^ 
but  the  State  OoTemmwits  can  decree  our  an- 
nlhUatirai  at  thdr  ideasDret  No  doubts  eziat 
on  thia  nitjeot.  let  the  Btate  LegtalatDTee 
oeaae  to  elMt  Seoaton,  And  soon  the  8enat» 
oeasee  its  exutenoe;  let  titem  &il  to  provide 
for  the  election  of  eleoton,  and  where  li  ; onr 
President  I  Let  them  repeel  their  lafre  pro- 
Tiding  for  the  eleotdon  of  members  to  Oongreas^ 
and  where  is  fonr  QoYermnent  t  Dead,  to  ail 
Intents  and  purposes.  Sir,  this  Government 
was  not  made  for  tTTsnnj,  bat  for  liberty, 
Trti&  it  ifl  ttrons :  for  how  else,  in  this  Aaj, 
oonla  It  exist  withont  strength  t  Bnt  let  it  be 
obsMTsd,  sod  I  sftr  it  without  fear  of  reAita- 
titm,  that,  althongh  the  United  States  possess 
the  power  to  d^  the  greatest  power  on  earth 
who  ahoold  dare  to  inTsde  as,  jet  thej  are 
netrelaasi  yea,  dead,  that  instant  the;  lose  the 
ooti£d«n06  of  the  people.  Far  different  is  it 
wiQi  the  State  GoTemments :  they  have  a  self- 
existing  principle,  and  may,  in  the  sad  daj  of 
onr  dlMolntion,  snTvive  onr  fall.  True,  thej 
ooght  to  be  wfttishffal;  liberty  flies  from  the 
sluggard :  bnt  let  them  not  think  of  finding  lib- 
erty bj  the  destruction  of  this  Oovenmient 
lliej  have  noticing  to  fear  from  it.    True,  it 


the  head  of  oar  own 

Otts  foe  to  liberty; 

tbsl^  if  the  State  Governments  fslL  this  GIot- 

emment  la  also  extinct :  their  oonfldence  and 

nnited  efforts  should  remain  perpetual :    for 

their  interests  are  one. 

S,  Does  tbiM  Govemment  edst  onlj  in  the 
ten  miles  square  composing  the  District  of  Oo- 
Inmbia)  This  notion,  althongh  not  perhaps 
distinctly  avowed,  sjipears  to  me  to  form  the 
basis  of  a  great  portion  of  the  most  abstruse 
reasoning,  which  has  been  advanced  on  this 
occasion.  Snrely,  it  cannot  be  derived  from 
the  stndy  of  onr  institationa,  bat  Is  a  worthy 
ofibpring  of  the  writings  of  foreign  juriste. 
WiU)  them,  sovereignty  means  an  nnlimitod 
power,  and,  therefore,  two  sovereignties  cannot 
exist  in  the  same  place,  or  operate  on  the  same 
thing :  and  follow  their  train  of  ailment  from 
their  deflnitdon,  and  their  conolunon  is  cer- 
t^nly  tme.  Bat,  as  I  have  before  sud,  the 
people  of  this  country  live  under  no  snob 


lawyer,  but,  in  my  (pinion,  the  disgrace  of  his 
code,  are  not  so  readily  shaken  o£  In  this  ar- 
.gument,  we  are  told  there  can  be  no  concnrrent 
Jniisdlction,  and  from  definitions  equally,  per- 
haps, sound,  and  inappUoaUe  to  the  case.  ] 
oonfesa,  the  etody  of  uiis  part  of  the  subject 
has  (mened  a  sort  of  feirj  world,  in  which  it 
would  seem  to  be  the  fint  element  of  correct 
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telleot  would  not  suffer  the  cobwebs  of  doctrine 
to  obscure  the  end  of  the  law,  is  unable  to  see 
into  dtis  But^eot  without  the  help  of  fiction. 


Knowing  that  this  Gov^imient  conld  not  exists 
if  its  army,  nail-bags,  onstom-honsee,  ships,  or 
other  pTopertjf  necessary  to  the  exwa.ti.oa  <k 
its  powers,  wu«  eatyeot  to  taxation  in  ererj 
State  Qiey  might  happen  to  be  in,  he  cUsoorera 
a  way  to  save  the  maxim  about  sovereignty, 
and  yet  maintain  the  taw.  Let  biwi  speu  for 
himself:  "  The  property,  and  all  the  instita- 
taons  of  the  United  States,  are  eonstractjvely," 
jee,  oonstmctively,  "without  the  local  t^ri- 
toiial  Jurisdiction  of  the  individoal  Btatea,  ill 
every  respect,  and  for  every  purpose,  in^uung 
that  of  taxation."  WhatI  the  forta,  areenala, 
public  dockyards,  arms,  nnd  other  property  o? 
this  Government,  while  within  the  States,  have 
protection  from  t]ie  grasp  of  snoh  Stateo^ 
ept  by  oonstracUou,  and  that  oonstraction 
in  the  face  of  common  sense  t  Now  can  any 
thing  be  more  abeord  than  thist  And  how 
ooold  saeh  an  absurdity  msmtaln  its  ground  in 
BO  powerfol  a  mindt  Beoanse  the  Statee  of 
this  Union  are  declared  sovereign?  and  no 
Qiousand  facte  can  do  away  the  notions  infbsed 
into  the  mind  by  this  ma^c  word.  Give  me 
matter  of  &ot,  not  fiction.  If  we  have  no  Gov- 
ernment, let  the  people  know  it  at  once,  and 
Erovide  one.  Bnt  how  stands  the  &ot  here  t 
)  this  Govermnent  really  alien  to  the  States  t 
Or,  is  it  equally  at  home  in  every  State  or  ter- 
ritory in  this  Union,  cluming  an  exemption 
from  taxation  on  its  means  of  oanying  on  its 
operations  through  that  paramount  sovereign^, 
derived  from  the  people  themselTest  Why  re- 
sort  to  fiction  t  Are  we  alMd  that  the  pecsde 
shonld  know  the  fact  that  we  attempt  to  blind 
them  with  fiction  I  True,  this  district  is  a  res- 
idence for  Use  ftmctionariee  of  tide  Gototti- 
ment  and  the  seat  of  its  l^slstion.  But  the 
people  know  that  no  part  of  its  power  is  de- 
rived fhnn  the  ten  miles  squsre.  Every  mem- 
ber of  both  branches  of  Congress  are  dtizens  of 
the  States,  and  subject  to  their  laws.  Every 
Preddent  and  every  Head  of  Department,  have, 
so  far  as  I  know,  been  likewise  citizens  of  some 
of  the  States.  They  are  taken  from  among  the 
people,  to  enaot  and  execute  laws  operating  to 
the  whole  extent  of  our  territotr,  and  this  Gov- 
ernment is,  in  factj  equally  at  home  in  all  the 
Statee  and  Teiritones  of  this  Union. 

i.  I  come  DOW  to  oomdder  whst  sewia  most 
insisted  on,  and  is,  I  believe,  declared  to  admit 
of  neither  donbt  nor  eioeption.  Do  the  States 
eiyoy  a  paramount  and  eiolusive  juriadiotioii 
over  the  soil  they  cover  t  Bo  long  as  this  Gov- 
ernment exists,  its  enactments  are  nothing,  un- 
less of  force  in  the  States.  Ther  are  worse 
than  nothing,  if  subject  to  be  repealed,  directly, 
or  indireotiy,  by  the  individoal  States.  And, 
how,  let  me  ask,  can  this  Government  canj  on 
its  indispensable  operations,  without  exerdaing 
sovereignty  over  the  soil  I  True,  this  sover- 
eignty, althongh  paramonnt  for  its  purposes,  is 
not  exclumve,  even  for  forts,  arsenal^  sc,  un- 
less by  the  consent  of  the  States  in  which  tbey 
He,  so  abundantly  guarded  are  the  rights  of  the 
States.    But,  for  ail  the  neoessaiy  pnrpoees  <k 
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its  institodoii,  this  OorenuDent,  bf  the  decU- 
m»Hi  of  the  people  themsdves,  the  nnlform  de- 
ddoa  of  fta  Marts,  and  the  kgidatiTe  enaot- 
ments  of  ereir  Bdminlstnitioii,  from  iti  oom- 
menoemont:,  is  dedftred  to  have  a  paramonnt 
Jniisdiolioii  over  the  whole  Union.  The  pow- 
ers of  this  Govenunent  aie  oo-eqnal  wiut  Ita 
dntiea.  It  must  establisli  post  roads,  regalAt« 
internal  oommeroe,  defend  as  •gunst  onr  en- 
emiesi  have  fortifioationH,  ntarcb  iu  armies,  and 
ocoopj  so  mooh  space  as  tliese  operations  ro- 
qoire.  Sappoee  a  State  were  to  r^^ise  her  con- 
sent to  each  and  everr  one  of  Uieee  operations; 
hj  what  right  vonld  this  Government  enter 
her  territorj  for  either  pnrpose,  If  the  State 
Borereigntf  orw  the  soli  Is  ezdn^Te  I 

I  liaTe  used  tndj  the  term  soverdgnty.  I 
am  apprised  tltat  it  Is  at  the  risk  of  behis  mia- 
anderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  disolun  aH 
definitjons  of  thia  term,  which  signify  a  power 
unknown  to  the  constitatlon.  I  have  nsod  it 
beoanse  it  is  so  liberally  and  eidnsively  ap- 
plied to  the  States,  by  those  in  opposition  to 
my  viewa  I  grant  that  eaoh  OoTenunent  is 
equally  entitled  to  the  term,  bnt  must  ag^  re- 
peat, that  Ihe  people  of  this  oonntry  aobiowl- 
edge  no  sovereignty  inoonststent  with  Uiat  lib- 
ertr  which  they  have  agdn  and  again  dedarod 
to  be  dearer  than  Hfe,  and  whidi  he  who  snr- 
renden  is  nuworUiy  to  live. 

If  I  have  bem  so  fbrtnnste  ss  to  have  eon' 
veyed  my  ideas  IntdH^bly,  in  what  I  have 
said,  little  more  will  be  necessary  to  point  ont 
the  opinions  I  entert^  on  this  sobject.  I 
tliink  I  have  shown  that  the  United  States  is  a 
Goremment  of  the  people,  and  that  its  powers 
are  all  eoverdgn  and  paramonnt,  thoash,  In 
many  instances,  not  exclosive.  That,  if  it  can 
make  a  road,  it  mast  do  so  as  a  sovereign  power, 
and,  if  so,  a  power  to  tai  for  the  use,  is  a 
necessary  and  ^iroper  inddent  Bat  this  power, 
although  snffldent  for  its  objects,  can  he  ex- 
tended no  fiuther.  It  can  never  be  extended  to 
fbrbid  a  State  iVom  malHng  aa  many  roads  as 
it  thinks  proper,  nor  can  it  claim  from  the  cit^ 
isen  any  tax  except  he  travels  the  road.  And 
It  Is  eqoally  nntme,  that  the  legislation  of  Oon- 
grooB,  on  Uiis  snl^aot  is  Intended  to  be  ezdn- 
■iv&  The  sovereignty  of  the  States  over  this 
ro«d  remains  nninterrnpted  for  all  the  purposes 
of  her  dvil  and  orimlnal  Jnrisdiction,  and  Oon- 
greoB  is  restricted  in  its  legislation  to  those 
measures  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  consteuct,  preserve,  and  keep  it  for  the  pnr- 
poeea  of  the  nation.  Nor  have  the  individuals 
on  this  road  been  invaded  withont  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  that  dense  of  the  ooustitation  re- 
quiring compensation  to  be  made  to  them  for 
every  danuge  they  have  sust^ned. 

t9ir,  it  was  obvious  that  a  enocessfol  opposi- 
tion to  tids  bin  reonired  that  the  force  of  legis- 
lative precedent  snooid  be  destroyed.  I  oon- 
feaa  this  forms  no  condosive  argnmeut ;  bat,  in 
nnte  rf  what  has  been  said  to  deory  its  in- 
flaenee,  I  must  stiU  point  to  your  statute  book. 
If  the  ocerdse  of  inddental  powers,  from  the 


estahUshment  of  the  Qovemment  to  this  day,  has 
not  developed  proob  of  the  absolate  necesdty 
of  the  frequent  nae  of  those  powers  to  the  ex- 
istenoe  of  this  Government,  then  I  think  the 
argument  mnst  be  yielded  to  onr  adversarieL 
The  fhuners  of  the  oonstittttion  did  not  attempt 
a  code  of  laws,  but  a  oonstitu1i<HL  They  knew 
the  age  they  lived  in,  and  had  they  been  re- 
quired to  do  so,  it  was  beyond  the  wisdom  of  man 
to  devise  laws  snit«d  to  the  progressive  wants 
of  tikis  expanding  nation.  They  knew  that  it 
would  be  eqnally  vun  and  p^nicions  to  at- 
tempt to  fetter  society  with  a  code  like  that  of 
the  Locrians,  or  the  more  renowned  laws  d 
Lyourgoe.  Ko,  dr :  the  march  of  koowledge^ 
and  the  spread  of  institnti(»iB,  beneficial  to 
mankind,  forbade  it.  A  form  of  Govemment 
they  gave  for  onr  aooeptanoe ;  and,  wonder- 
fUly  oomprehendve  as  it  is,  few,  very  few  <tf 
onr  laws  are  founded  direotiy  on  the  powers 
granted  to  OiHigrese.  The  whole  poet-otSoa 
oode,  extending  to  punishment  of  uie  pec^tle 
for  every  hindrance  or  i^jory  to  the  mttl  iai 
even  forbidding  the  reasonable  liberty  of  car- 
rying letters  for  hire  on  private  account,  are 
passed  by  powers  inddental  to  the  right  to 
"  ablish  post  offices  and  post  roads,'"  The 
one  laws,  and  the  tariff  among  theon,  are 
Indd«aital  to  a  right "  to  regulate  eorameroe." 
Kor  is  this  the  most  remote  inddent  to  thia 
power  which  has  beui  exerdsed.  Buoys,  beft- 
consj  lighthouses,  doo^ards,  sad  sea  walls, 
have  risen  under  it,  ana  a  tax  on  all  who  use 
this  light  is  exaoted  on  the  same  prindplea. 

The  treaty-making  power  q>pearB  to  cany 
incidents  still  more  wonderfiil.  The  power  b> 
make  treaties  has  carried  with  it  that  to  bur 
those  invduable  possessions  Lonidana  and 
Florida,  and  not  only  to  pay  for  them  twenty 
millions  of  the  people's  mon^,  but  to  bind  thu 
Union  to  accept  of  them  as  States,  equal  every 
way  to  those  who  made  the  purchase.  Where 
is  the  antiiority  granted  to  this  nation  to  have 
passed  these  hiws  t  I  venture  to  a^  they  are 
nowhere  to  be  fonnd,  except  in  the  incidental 
powers  granted  by  the  peo[Je  in  the  oonstita- 
tion.  And  shall  we  acknowledge  all  these 
powers — the  right  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
onr  dtizens,  to  consume  millions  of  our  numey, 
to  open  to  foreign  nations  the  door  of  union 
and  equal  soverdgnty  with  oursdvee,  and  yet 
shrink  back  from  the  power  to  make  a  roai^ 
which  is  equally  an  ohvions  inddent  to  granted 
power? 

I  have  add  that  all  the  powers  of  Oiia  Gov^ 
erament  must  be  sovereign.  No  State  can  add 
to  them,  except  in  the  instances  j)o!nted  out  in 
the  constitution.  I,  therefore^  thmk  it  unneces- 
sary to  say  maoh  on  the  Euojeot  of  compacts 
made  with  the  States,  On  the  subject  of  this 
road.  If  we  had  not  the  right  to  make  this 
road,  before  these  oompaota,  we  have  never 
had  the  right  But  if  we  have  that  right,  oer- 
tdnly  an  obligation  to  exerdse  it  nil^t  grow 
ont  of  the  compacts  allnded  to.  This  view  ol 
the  matter  eeema  ftkO  only  ntimal  sooonnt  ot 
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iL  Thg  road  in  qaeation  ia  beneficial  to  the 
Statefl  through  which  it  nms;  but  it  it  inval- 
uable to  the  Btatea  Ijing  bejond  it  to  the  West. 
To  graat  power  to  make  it  is  a  strange  wa;  of 
ft^:big  a  favor  of  auoh  magnitade ;  to  have 
made  a  oompaot  requiring  its  construction,  waa 
a  regular  and  ordinary  exercise  of  that  atten- 
tion to  oar  interest,  bo  indispensable  in  all  the 
tnnsaetionH  of  life. 

Ifr.  Basski  remarked  that,  as  a  Bepreaenta- 
five  of  one  of  the  States  to  which  this  rood 
was  to  b«  transferred,  not  ai  a  gratnitj,  but 
eknged  with  onerons  and  opprcMive  conditions. 
It  beoame  him  to  inveeti^tte  the  title,  and  to 
be  well  assnred  of  ite  validity,  before  he  conld 
^ve  his  assent  to  the  transfer.  In  the  present 
dilq)idat»d  condition  of  the  Onmberlana  road, 
in  oonseqnence  of  the  oontinned  neglect  of  Oon- 
gran  to  make  adequate  appropriations  for  its 
repair,  it  will  require  a  large  ezpenditnre  to 

rot  it  in  a  oondtion  to  erect  toll  gates,  which, 
y  turnpike  law,  are  to  be  thrown  open  when- 
ever it  shall  cease  to  be  in  (rood  travelling  or- 
der. One  hundred  thonsann  dollars  is  appro- 
priated by  the  original  bill  to  this  objects  [Mr. 
BcoHinAir  stated  that  this  amendment  did  not 
propose  to  strike  it  oat]  Thns,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
Uie  leading  ^eation  presents  itse^:  What  ao- 
thority  does  UongreM  possess  to  delegate  to  the 
Btatea  of  PenMylrania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
a  power  which  the  gentleman  from  Pemwiyl- 
vania,  and  all  who  support  his  amendment 
deny  she  herself  posseesest  If  the  Gteneral 
Government  cannot  erect  toll-gates,  can  ahe 
antiiorize  the  erection  of  them  by  the  States  ? 
And  conceding,  as  I  do,  her  right  to  preserre, 
by  the  exercise  of  her  own  soTereignty,  that 
which  ahe  has  created,  yet  she  cannot,  by  any 
forced  constmotion  of  Uie  compact  with  Ohio, 
transfer  tills  road,  or  divest  herself  of  its  pro- 

ert,  yon  contracted,  for  a  valuable  conMdera- 
tion,  to  connect  it  with  the  Atlantic  border, 
hj  ywWng^  regulating,  and  conBtraoting  a  high- 
way, that  should  create  an  identity  of  mtereata, 
byfodUtating  interconrse;  and  the  obligation 
to  Meserve  it,  for  the  fall  attainment  of  all  the 
olgeots  deidgned  by  its  constmotion.  Is  binding 
on  all  anooeedii^  generations.  If  yon  can  now 
tranter  it  to  a  State  or  States,  yon  oonli  with 
equal  propria^,  have  destroyed  it  wimin  a 
month  after  yon  had  complied  with  tbe  letter 
of  yonr  compact,  by  Its  oonetmction.  So  long 
as  this  ITnioit  shall  endore — and  may  Heaven 
grant  it  perpetuity  I — so  long  are  these  United 
States  bonnd,  by  the  spirit  of  their  compact, 
by  every  principle  of  morality  and  good  faith, 
1^  aetf-mterest,  which  has  its  inflnence  in  the 
coonoila  of  the  nation  as  well  as  in  the  breasts 
of  individnals^  to  preserve  this  oMeot  of  general 
interest— the  eomoKw  pn^erW  <a  the  Bepnblio 
— wUeh  they  cannot  divest  themselTes  ot,  and 
which  they  on^^t  not^  If  they  could.  Wherein 
consists  thedifibrenoe  between  exacting  li^ 
money  and  tolls  oa  a  highway  t  W1U  it  be  oon- 
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tended  that,  beoaose  a  ship  is  borne  on  the 
wide  expanse  ot  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  without 
the  limito  at  any  individoal  State,  the  General 
Government  has  exdndva  jiirisdicd<ni  ? 

It  must  be  recollected  that  four-fifths  of  all 
onr  ligfathonses  are  erected  in  our  bays,  and 
BOunda,  and  riven,  and  within  the  limits  of  tiie 

Boonseqnentiy  the  cases  are  preoisoly 
and  the  former  right  having  always 
Uy  conceded,  with  what  propriety  can 
the  latter  be  denied  I  The  Government  being 
bound,  in  good  faith,  to  keep  up  the  road,  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  they  who  n^oy  the  benefit 
of  it  shonld  oontribnto  an  indemnity  adeqnato 
to  the  injory  snstuned  by  the  travel  orw  it 
He  who  passes  to-d^  contemplates  to  return 
to-morrow ;  and  it  ia  his  interest  that  it  shonld 
be  always  kept  in  snch  a  state  of  repur  as  to 
create  the  least  posdble  delay,  and  enable  him 
to  carry  the  heaviest  burdens ;  andasitmnstbe 
sustuned  by  a  tax,  the  principles  of  eqnitr  and 
justice  demand  that  the  remotest  sedions  ot 
the  Union  should  not  be  required  to  oontribute 
to  an  improvement  which  affords  to  them  no 
advantage ;  but  that  those  who  enjoy  the  ben- 
efit should  bear  the  burden.  Pennaytvania  and 
Maryland  by  their  respective  laws,  have  invited 
yon  to  erect  toll-gates  thereon.  Through  Vir- 
ginia it  passes  but  a  few  miles ;  and,  were  the 
assent  of  that  State  deemed  neceeeary,  she  has 
displayed  too  much  magnanimity  in  granting 
corporate  privileges  to  citizena  of  other  States 
to  the  rigut  of  her  soil,  to  refhse  it  to  tiiese 
United  States. 

Mr.  B.  attached  additional  importance  to  the 
decision  of  the  committee  on  this  amendment, 
as  to  its  effect  on  other  improvements  oontem- 

Slated  to  be  made  out  of  the  pnbiic  fbnds.  If 
,  should  sacoeed,  it  is  not  difficolt  to  foretell 
the  fate  of  the  great  national  rood  fVom  Wash- 
ington to  New  Orleans,  in  the  South,  and  to 
Buffalo,  in  the  North,  Oongrees  will  cease  to 
entertam  similar  pro^Kwilioas  of  a  national 
character,  whenever  it  shall  be  solemnly  de- 
cided tiiat  the  roads,  as  aoon  as  constinoted, 
are  to  be  ceded  to  the  req>eotive  States  through 
whose  limits  they  pass,  and  thns  the  oourse  of 
the  republic  be  arreeted  in  her  mandi  to  the 
high  destinies  which  await  her.  The  bill,  as 
reported,  proposes  to  impart  vitaUty  to  the 
road— a  living  principle  which  carries  with  it 
the  means  of  self-preservation.  It  is  a  metA- 
phyucal  refinement  to  suppose  that  the  exeroias 
of  a  power,  by  the  General  Government,  with- 
in the  limits,  and  by  the  oasent,  of  a  State, 
which,  while  it  benefits  her,  does  no  injury  to 
her  Bist«r  State^  can,  by  any  fair  constroction, 
be  deemed  a  vidation  of  oonstitntional  right 
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Widom  of  John  J'aulding. 

Mr.  Wabp  sobmitted  the  following  restdu- 

ion: 

BMobml,  That  the  report  m  Ibe  neiiioriil  ot 
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te-o[>ianiitt«d  to  the  CommittM  on  ICIiUrjr  Fen- 

In  mpport  of  his  resolntion,  Vr.  Wau>  t^d 
that,  hsTuig  made  the  motion  from  a,  sense  of 
dntj,  he  WAS  conatmned,  hf  the  same  prind- 
ple,  to  make  a  few  txplaaatiorj  remarks  apon 
the  oironmBtanees  of  the  ease.  Sir,  (said  Ur. 
W.,)  the  petition  that  I  tun  now  desiroos  sboold 
be  recommitted  to  the  Oommittee  on  Berola- 
tionary  Fenaions,  1  had  the  honor  to  anbmit  to 
this  UoDse  at  its  last  session,  which  was  then 
referred  to  that  oommittee,  and  upon  wluch 
the  oommittee  made  an  nn&vorabla  report.  It 
was  my  intention,  sir,  to  have  proposed  an 
amendment,  in  favor  of  this  widow,  to  the  bill 
reported  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
een  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolntion,  and  which 
ret  remains  to  be  acted  npon :  hnt  I  felt  it  to 
be  mj  dntj,  in  the  first  puiee,  to  oonuilt  with 
the  honorable  gentieman  at  the  head  of  that 
oommittee,  upon  the  sabjeot,  and  he  advised 
me  to  pnrsne  the  conrse  I  have  now  adt^ted. 
It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  resolution  doee 
not  instinct  the  committee  to  briag  in  a  bill ; 
neverthdese  it  is  mj  wish  that  gentlemen  who 


those  who  are  opposed  to  it,  will  vote  against 
it ;  beeaoM  we  nave  now  bat  thirty  dajs  left 
in  this  session  npon  which  we  can  transaet  bosi- 
nesB ;  and  if  the  Honse  was  opposed  to  this 
Implication,  I  am  not  derirons  of  troubling  the 
oommittee  again  with  this  matter.  I  would 
obeerve  that  the  petition  seta  forth  that  John 
Faolding,  who  was  one  of  the  captors  of  U^Jor 
Andre,  died  several  jears  noce,  leaving  a 
widow  in  indigent  circDmstances,  with  twMktf 
children,  five  of  whom  are  minors,  and  tiiat 
tb«T  pray  that  the  pension  whieh  was  granted 
to  Mm  dnring  his  life,  nuty  be  given  to  bis 
widow. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  gentieman  of  tbii 
House  tiiat,  in  the  Aatomn  of  1780,  when  onr 
military  affam  in  every  qnarter  were  in  a 
worse  eonditioo  than  they  bad  ever  been  in 
einoe  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Bevolu' 
tkm — if  we  except  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
ITTS — and  when  dismay  and  almoet  despair 
bad  paralysed  the  energiee  of  our  eonnUy :  and 
tt  t,  time  too,  when  Washington  was  abeuit 
from  the  camp  on  ofSoial  dntiea,  (md  when  onr 
Army  was  dwindled  to  a  few  thousand  efficient 
men,  tiui  Arnold,  in  brooding  over  his  imag- 
inary wrongs  and  neglects,  aom  a  q)irit  of  re- 
sentment si^  avarice,  oommitted  an  act  of  trea- 
•on-^iot  a  dmple  aot  of  treascRi,  by  deserting 
bis  own  standara  uid  flying  from  his  own  post, 
bnt  an  act  of  treason  pregnant  with  the  meet 
ftwfhl  conseqnences,  Boob  as  Involved  the  Uvea 
of  bis  whole  anny  and  the  fnte  of  bis  ooontij 
together. 

The  Boooeei  of  his  plan  would  have  been  a 


death  blow  to  the  hopes  of  America,  Arnold 
had  been,  for  a  long  tune,  laying  his  plans  uid 
searing  his  ooasoience.  The  Briti^  after 
manv  hints  and  sngaeations  from  him,  nnder- 
stood  their  man,  and  Major  Andre  was  sent  to 
West  Point  to  negotiate  tbe  hnsineas  of  the  sor- 
reoder  of  tikis  stronghold.  The  work,  as  far  as 
compact  conld  mue  it,  was  acoomplished. 
The  British  spy  was  retnming  to  bis  head- 
qnarters,  flnahed  with  the  sncoees  of  Ms  diplo- 
macy, when  be  was  taken  by  John  Panlding 
and  bis  associates,  three  plain  honest  yeomen 
of  the  oonnty  of  West  Chester,  citizen  soldiers. 
witbont  we^th  or  office.  The  prisoner  ofierea 
them  bribes  of  great  magnitude  to  release  him, 
and  named  himself  as  a  hostage  nntil  those 
stipalatious  were  oomplied  with,  and  his  ran- 
som was  forthcoming.  They  did  not  listen  to 
him,  althongh  they  wonld  not  doubt  his  word, 
nor  the  ability  of  his  general  to  pay  the  ran- 
som, bat  r^eoted  his  offers,  and  marched 
him,  forthwith,  to  the  nearest  post  of  the 
American  army,  and  gave  him  np  to  the  com- 
manding offioer,  and  felt  happy  in  the  dls- 
ohuge  of  their  daty.  The  oonntr?  was  as- 
tonished and  confbonded  at  this  aot  of  treason, 
and  offioers  and  soldiers  started  forth  to  avenge 
it ;  bnt,  while  words  of  indignation  were  oa 
every  tongne  at  the  very  name  of  Arnold,  those 
of  commendation  and  gratitude  to  these  captors 
were  oommingled  with  them. 

Congress  fblt  saUsfled  with  the  patriotism  of 
these  men,  and  expressed  a  sense  of  gratitode 
to  them  by  voting  to  send  medals  b>  the  Oom- 
mander-in-Ohie^  to  be  nreaented  to  tbem ;  and 
with  the  soanty  means  then  in  the  power  of  tht 
notiDn  voted  also  to  pemdon  them  for  life.  A 
dollar  then,  as  oar  coontry  was  sitnated,  wai 
worth  a  hundred  now :  for  at  the  time  vbei 
this  was  done  the  Treasury  was  nearly  bank- 
mpt,  uid  soldiers  half  naked  and  half  starved 
were  pud  in  depredated  paper.  Tet>  snch  was 
tben  thought  to  be  the  magnitnde  of  the  ser- 
vices of  PtKiIding  and  his  assodates,  that  there 
was  no  question  about  the  ooorse  to  be  pursued 
in  rawarding  such  inflexible  honesty.  The 
army,  who  uiew  what  was  honorable  in  dt- 
izen  soldiers,  hailed  with  delight  this  aot  of  Jns- 
tioe  in  Oongress,  and  not  a  mormur  was  heard 
among  the  people,  who  were  then  ground  to 
the  earth  bj  taxes  and  reqoisitions  to  support 
the  war.  The  soldiers  did  not  think  the  conn- 
try  boontiftd,  or  hardly  Just,  to  those  men,  tot 
such  important  servioea.  fiesidee  these  bonor^ 
an  ample  page  was  given  to  this  incident  in  the 
aonalsof  onr  Bevolotionary  oonflict;  and  the 
biognmhera  and  historians  Mve  tbe  nomee  of 
John  Panlding^  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  David 
WilUams,  to  fuare  ages,  as  men  in  the  common 
walks  of  life,  who  were  above  the  influence  of 
a  bribe— men  who  miuntalned  Spartan  int^rity 
in  the  midst  of  corruption,  eepi(»iage,  treachery, 
and  treason.  The  storr  was  told  on  both  ddes 
of  the  Atiantic  in  nearly  the  some  words :  snd 
the  enemy,  while  he  deplored  the  loss  he  bad 
mutslned,  never  denied  these  mm  the  virtue  of 
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stern  honwtj.  Two  of  these  raeci,  Paulding, 
and  Van  VaTt,,  redded  in  the  county  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  nnd  I  oort  speak  of  themi 
from  perBonsl  knowledge.  They  supported 
throngb  life  oo  nnsnUied  reputation.  Their 
fame  was  never  tamislied ;  they  were  respect- 
ed by  the  whole  living  neighborhood,  and  hon- 
ored with  oivio  honors  when  dead;  and  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  reared  a 
monnment  to  the  memory  of  Panlding,  in  grat- 
itude for  his  servioes. 

And  now,  sir,  what  is  It  that  the  pttitioners 
ask  t  For  it  mnat  be  remeral>ered  that  it  la  not 
the  petition  of  the  widow  and  oi^ans  of  John 
Panldiog  for  a  large  anm  of  money,  to  give 
thsm  BOloenoe  and  ease ;  no — bnt  It  is  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Chester  oonnty, 
their  neighbors,  who  are  aoqnalntMl  with  their 
indigent  cironmetanoes,  and  also  with  the  mer- 
its of  Qie  deceased,  soliciting  cmly  a  hnmhle  pit- 
tance to  save  a  unking  widow  and  a  bereaved 
ftmUv  from  pennry  and  want.  It  may  be  said 
that  hnndreds  of  meritoriona  offioers  and  sol- 
diers, who  faithfblly  diechai^ed  their  dnty, 
have  died  without  a  jart  oompensation  for  their 
serricea  and  snfferings.  This  is  a  pdnfril  trath, 
which  I  deplore,  not  deny ;  bnt  I  think  it  no 
argament  agdnst  the  prayer  of  this  petition. 
Shall  we  t>e  hardened  against  hmnane  and  gen- 
erons  acts  to  on&  beoaose  Jnstioe  cannot  be 
shown  to  all)  Shall  we  deny  jnstloe  to  the 
living,  beoanso  we  neglected  to  do  it  to  aome 
who  are  now  beyond  the  reach  of  it?  Tliis 
argument  was  strongly  ni^ed,  last  session,  on 
Uie  biil  for  making  some  compensation  to  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  Revolution  who  come 
onder  certun  clauses,  yst,  thank  God,  it  had 
but  little  effect  on  the  good  sense  of  this  Honse. 
A  great  portion  of  the  original  number  of  those 
entitled  to  this  compensation  wet«  in  their 

Cvee;  thej  had  fulen  like  the  antunnal 
res,  and  snnk  into  the  bosom  of  their  mother 
earth,  unnoticed  and  nnknown.  Beverat  of 
them  died  while  we  were  lingering  on  with 
the  debate  npon  the  bill ;  yet  was  this  a  reason 
why  the  survivors  should  be  n^leoted,  and  fall 
hito  their  graves  in  the  same  forlorn  state  as 
their  comrades  in  arms  f  This  bill  gave  more 
satis&otion  in  every  part  of  the  country  that  I 
have  hewd  fhmi,  thou  all  the  other  doings  of 
Congress  for  the  session.  The  people  have  al- 
vays  approved,  heart  and  sonl,  of  every  tiiins 
done  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  aoldiM«.  Ana 
even  those  Bevolntionary  wortMes  to  whom 
none  of  the  nation's  bounty,  as  we  call  it^  cams, 
never  were  known  to  repine  at  the  ^ood  for- 
tune of  others,  although  they  jnstiy,  m  many 
oases,  complain  of  their  not  bdng  tsken  care  it 
themselves.  So  far  a*  U  relates  to  mysd:^  I 
would  not  only  oheerfoUy  vote  fbr  a  bin  to  pro- 
vide for  those  who  yet  remain  to  bo  provided 
foi^— I  mean  the  militJa  who  served  In  that  war 
— bnt  for  the  widows  of  all  ow  soldiers  of  the 
Bevolution. 

Let  ns  look  for  a  moment  and  see  what  has 
been  done  for  the  other  ootors  tn  this  drama — 


the  teaitoT  and  the  spy^  who  figured  laively  in 
this  bn^esB.  The  traitor,  although  his  plan 
entirely  failed  of  success,  received  hu  promised 
reward  to  the  very  letter  of  the  contract.  The 
ten  thousand  ponnds  were  paid  down;  the 
oommiasion  rank  of  Brigadier  General  waa  in- 
stantly raven  him,  his  oinily  were  at  onoe  put 
under  the  proteotion  and  patronage  of  tiie 
British  Government,  and  his  children  are  at 
this  day  men  of  oondderable  standing  and 
wealth  in  the  Oanadaa.  The  Britdsh  Govern- 
ment ftilflled  every  part  of  this  base  contract 
even  to  doing  all  Ihey  ooold  to  make  him  a 
man  of  consequoice;  but  there  were  hearta 
among  onr  ennnleB  too  noble  to  yield  thur 
oonfidonce  to  a.  traitor.  As  regards  the  spy,  it 
is  trae  that  he  was  insKisible  to  honora,  for 
he  slept  under  the  tree  where  he  was  eiecutad; 
bnt  hu  Govemmsnt  penmoned  his  mother  and 
sisters,  md  some  of  them  survive  to  enjoy  Uie 
royal  bounty  until  this  day.  A  cenotaph  waa 
erected  to  Us  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
among  the  monnments  of  the  great  and  wise  of 
his  nwon,  who  had  gone  to  their  long  rest  in 
honor  and  virtnons  praise.  This  was  not  aU. 
Afi«r  the  l^Ms  of  nearly  forty-five  year*,  his 
bones  were  even  nneorUied  by  a  royal  man- 
date, and  carried  to  his  native  land,  and  pUced 
In  oonseorated  ground.  They  thon^  he  died 
in  a  good  cause,  and  were  ntd  content  that  his 
ashes  shotdd  remain  In  an  i^omlnjooa  graven 
I  comidunnot  of  this:  for  his  oounby,  as  well 
as  other  ooimtries,  had  a  rl^t  to  pass  in  judg- 
ment npon  the  merits  of  their  heroeo,  or  mar- 


Andre,  for  he  took  hia  life  in  his  hand,  and  for- 
feited it,  and  was  punished  by  the  death  all  na- 
tions have  prescribed  for  his  offence.  Justioe 
was  satisfied,  and  so  should  all  be :  what  I 
oomplun  of  is,  that,  while  listening  to  mono- 
dies npon  Andre,  and  keeping  up  our  sym- 
pathies with  every  act  of  his  naticm,  in  r^ard 
to  his  fomily  or  iime,  that  we  forget  the  merita 
of  his  oqitors,  and  something  more  than  forget 
them — even  question  the  purity  of  their  mo- 
tives, and  undervalue  their  services,  and  dond 
tlieir  fiune  with  snspicions.  Thia  at  once  ia 
robbing  the  dead,  and  pierdng  to  the  heart 
their  desoendants,  who  had  no  other  inher- 
itance len  them  but  the  repntation  of  their  an- 
cestors. If  these  men  had  acted  for  g^n,  how 
widely  did  they  miriudge ;  for  the  ransom  of 
their  prisoner  would  have  been  five  time*  aa 
much  at  the  moment  as  they  have  reotived 
during  the  whds  of  thur  lives,  and  an  annuity 
mi^  eadly  have  been  added :  for  soeh  thinga 
require  no  debate  in  Parliament.  A  rewvd 
for  deUvwiof  him  to  the  British  would  have 
been  certain,  and  no  doubt,  splendid.  What 
they  ndgbt  possibly  gun  from  Congress,  waa 
distant  and  uncertain :  for,  sir,  neither  these 
men,  nor  the  wisest  of  the  sagee  of  the  Bevola- 
tlon,  eonld  predict  at  that  time  what  would 
have  been  the  probable  result  of  the  more  than 
doubtful  contest  In  wUoh  they  ware  e 
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Iliey  were  true  to  th^  oonntry ;  to  the  osom 
of  liberty ;  and  deserved  smple  rewards. 

Xr.  Bbcst  inquired  of  the  Obsir  if  it  wu  in 
order  to  refer  petitions  by  a  resolution. 
The  Spzaxui  replied  that  it  wu  not 
Hr.  Wi^D  then  modified  his  reaoliiti(»i  so  as 
rto  make  it  read,  "  report  of  the  Oonunlttee  on 
iBevolntionarf  Pensions ; "  and,  being  thns 
'■mended,  it  was  adopted. 

Cum^Jand  Bead. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Hiboib,  the  Eonse  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  took  np  the 
Mil  for  the  preaerration  and  repair  of  the  Oom- 
berlandroad. 

Ifr,  Ahdbbsoit,  of  Fennsylvania,  took  the 
floor,  and  eaid,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  rote 
against  the  amendment  nnder  oonsideration 
and  in  &Tor  of  the  bill,  he  would  ask  tlie  indnl- 
genoe  of  the  oomnuttiee  while  he  stated  Ter7 
briefly  some  of  the  reasons  which  had  led  Mm 
to  that  oondnaon.  On  the  oonstitntiontd  qnea- 
tion,  of  the  power  of  Oongress  to  appropriate 
a  part  of  the  national  resonroee  t«  objects  of 
Internal  Improvement,  he  should  saj  but  little. 
I  bare  midervtood  (said  Ur.  A.)  that  the  qnes- 
tion  was  oonmdered  as  deflnitivelj  eettied  and 
pot  to  rest,  and  I  certainly  have  no  d«eire  to 
provoke  a  disonsslon  of  It  on  the  present  ocoa- 
ii<m.  As  it  appears  to  me,  however,  to  be,  in 
WHue  measure,  involved  in  the  snbjeot  nnder 
oonflideration,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  making 
a  few  remarks,  by  way  of  introdnotion  to  what 
I  intend  saving  hereafter.  I  never  had  any 
•crnples  of  the  eiistenoe  of  snob  a  power  in  the 
General  Qovemment,  The  lanonage  of  the  oon- 
■litntion  is  too  pMn  aod  iutelUgible  to  be  nus- 
nnderstood.  I  apprehend  it  wonld  be  difflcnlt 
to  disoover  any  amlngnity  in  its  meaning.  To 
doobt  the  right  of  Oongras  to  make  a^roprio- 
tloni  for  purposes  of  Internal  Improvemoit,  ap- 
peara  to  me  to  be  abont  as  reasonable  as  it 
wonld  be  to  donbt  their  right  to  appropriate  a 
part  of  the  reveoae  to  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  or  to  any  other  purpose.  To  be 
adequate  to  any  great  national  pnrpose  of  pro- 
riding  for  the  general  welfare,  it  was  neoessaiy 
that  this  power  should  be  nntrammelled  by  re- 
strictions or  reservations  that  might  lessen  ita 
effldenoy.  It  was  eqoaUy  as  impossible  for 
the  convention  to  foresee  what  st^  of  thini 
the  flnotoatiag  tide  of  events  nught  derdop, ) 
the  oonrse  of  aalf  a  eeatnry,  aa  it  ia  for  ns  to 
foreaeewhat  anotiier  half  oentory  mar  unfold  to 
posterity.  It  was  all-importaat,  tberefwe,  that 
Oongreaa  shoold  be  clothed  with  a  power  folly 
competent  to  provide  for  every  possible  emer- 
gency. It  is  a  national  power,  created  for  na- 
tional pniposes,  and,  of  necessity,  ihonld  be 
lodged  in  the  Qeneral  Government,  by  which 
it  can  be  most  promptjy  and  most  effloientiy 
applied.  I  apprehend  it  wonld  have  been  a 
very  donbtibl,  if  not  a  dangerous  policy,  to 
h&Te  otaifided  to  tbe  States,  in  their  separate 
fla{>aoity,  tbe  performanoe  of  a  dnty  so  impor- 
tant a*  that  <a  providing  for  the  general  wel- 


fare. It  is  a  duty  which  properly  and  neces- 
sarily appertains  to  Oongress  to  perform.  If^ 
then,  it  is  admitted  to  be  the  special  provinoe 
of  Oongress  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare, 
the  enstence  of  a  power  adeq^oate  to  the  fbl- 
fihnent  of  that  dnty,  and  their  right  to  exercise 
it,  can  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  is 
contended,  however,  that  this  power,  whiob 
has  been  emphatically  called  the  moMnf  power, 
does  not  involve  the  praerving  power;  thai 
the  power  to  make  turnpike  roads  does  not  in- 
volve a  power  to  erect  gates  and  collect  tolls, 
for  their  preservation ;  that  they  are  distinct 
powers,  between  which  there  is  no  oonnecticm; 
tliat  the  power  to  preserve  is  not  an  attribute 
of  the  making  power.  This  (said  Mr.  A.)  is 
the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  such  a  doctrine 
seriously  advocated.  I  have  always  supposed 
that  the  power  to  provide  for  the  repur  and 
preservation  of  a  public  work,  and  the  power 
to  oons&not  it,  ware  so  closely  imited,  and  so 
intdmately  blended,  as  to  be  inseparable ;  that 
the  one  was  an  essential  attribute  and  oonoomi- 
tant  of  the  other.  Will  it  be  s^d  tbat  the 
power  to  bnUd  forts,  arsenals,  and  ships  of  war, 
does  not  involve  a  power  to  provide  the  means 
of  keeping  them  in  repair  I  Svery  man  In  tbe 
oommnnil^  knows  that  they  are  indispensatily 
neoessaiy  for  the  common  defence,  and  for  tbe 
protection  of  our  commerce.  The  power  to  w- 
propriate  money  for  their  preservation  is  mu- 
versaUy  admitted.  Annual  appropriations  are 
made  for  that  purpose,  without  oppodtion.  In 
relation  to  these  objects,  the  power  to  make, 
and  the  power  to  preserve,  are  necessarily  in- 
divisible. The  efflcieney  of  the  one  would  be, 
in  a  great  measure,  destroyed,  if  deprived  m 
the  other.  If  then,  it  is  conceded  that  the 
power  granted  to  Gongresa,  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare,  involves  a  power  to  make 
tnmpike  roads,  it  is  manifestly  dear  that  they 
posaeaa  a  power  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
of  keeping  them  in  repair. 

Hr.  Stxwabt  ezpreesed  bis  regret  that  gen- 
tlemen had  deemed  this  a  fit  occasion  to  draw 
into  disoussion  all  the  topics  connected  with 
the  general  power  over  the  subject  of  Internal 
improvements.  If  repeated  decisions,  and  the 
nniform  practice  of  the  Govexmnent,  could  set- 
tie  any  question,  thia,  he  thou^t,  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  eetfled.  The  foundation  of  this 
road  was  Md  by  a  report  made  by  Hr,  Gile^ 
tbe  present  Governor  of  Vi^inia,  in  1803,  and 
was  sanctioned,  the  next  session,  by  a  similar 
report,  made  by  another  distinguished  Vligin- 
lan,  (Hr.  Rahdolpb,)  now  a  member  of  this 
House.  It  was,  therefore,  the  offlpring  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  hoped  she  would  not  now  aban- 
don it,  as  illegitimate.  Oommenced  nnder  tbe 
administration  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  it  had  been 
sanctioned  and  prosecuted  by  eveiy  Prerident, 
and  by  almost  every  Oongress,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  centuiy.  It  had  cost  more  tfaan 
two  millions  of  doUara,  and  was  worth  mndt 
more  than  it  had  cost.  Its  benefite  were  inoal' 
enlable.    Important  as  this  road  was,  as  a  mfr- 
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dinin  of  oommnnioatioD,  laA  as  a  bond  of  nnion 
between  the  AUantia  and  Weetem  States ;  im- 
portant OB  it  wan,  to  the  nation,  la  connection 
with  its  mail,  military,  and  oommeroial  opera- 
tioDB ;  no  permanent  eystem  had  yet  been 
adopted  for  its  preaervation  and  repair.  This 
roaa  had  alreadj  passed  tbrongh  three  States, 
and  waa  in  progress  through  t£ree  others.  A 
portioa  of  it  had  been  in  constant  nse,  for  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  years,  yet  the  whole  amount 
appropriated  for  its  repair  had  not  been  snffi- 
dent  to  pnt  one  inch  of  stone  on  its  entire  sor- 
fiuje.  No  road  in  the  world,  he  contended,  had 
ever  snstuned  itself  so  long,  with  so  little  re- 
pair. This  fact,  alone,  fnmi^ed  a  trinmphtuit 
refrttation  of  the  charge  of  want  of  fidelity  and 
skill  in  its  original  constmotion. 

Thia  road  was  now  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay, 
and  almost  rapid  dilapidation.  Something  most 
be  done  speedily,  or  both  the  ros^  and  the  money 
it  had  cost  wonld  be  lost  to  the  nation.  The 
ImpoBSibility  of  obtaining  aonnal  appropriatjona 
had  induced  the  Committee  of  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals to  report  the  bill  nnder  discnasion,  which 
required  those  who  used  the  road  to  pay  for  its 
repur.  Thia  was  not  to  be  a  tax  for  purposes 
of  revenue  as  had  been  alleged ;  but  a  volun- 
tarr  contribution^  paid  by  traydlenL  barely 
aumoient  to  repair  the  ii^ury  they  did  to  the 
road  by  using  it ;  it  was  not  a  tax  in  the  oon- 
atitntjosal  sense,  no  more  than  the  postage  paid 
on  letters,  or  the  money  paid  by  TesselB  pass- 
ing lighthoQses  on  the  seaooast.  The  power 
that  sanotioned  the  one,  sustained  and  support- 
ed the  other. 

Ur.  8.  laid  it  down,  >a  a  graeral  prindple, 
that  the  power  of  creation  carried  with  it,  as  a 
necessary  and  inseparable  incident,  tlie  power 
of  preservation.  This  could  not  be  controvert- 
ed ;  and,  hence,  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill 
were  under  the  necessity  of  denying  the  power 
of  the  QoTemment  to  constniot  the  road.  Thia 
they  had  done,  and  thus  brought  mider  discus- 
sion the  whole  question  of  power,  in  all  its  as- 
pects. His  oolIeaTae,  (Hr.  BnoHAHAS,)  who 
iiad  opened  the  debato  on  this  suliijeot,  seemed 
to  regard  the  bill  with  more  alarm  than  the 
people  of  the  South  did  the  tariff.  He  had  de- 
nounoed  it  as  a  most  daring  and  dai^erons 
tisurpation  of  power ;  as  tending  directly  to 
consolidation  or  separation ;  as  even  worse 
than  the  sedition  law ;  as  alike  destructive  to 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  He  had,  indeed,  coloured  up  a  most 
mghtflil  picture.  He  had,  himself;  called  it  a 
"  spectre. "  True — but  it  was  one  of  his  own 
creation.  A  "  spectre  "  at  which,  he  says,  even 
the  Federalism  of  former  days  wonld  have 
"shrank  baok  with  horror."  He  had,  there- 
fore, felt  it  his  duty  to  sound  the  tocsin  of 
alarm ;  he  had  exhorted  the  friends  of  State 
lUghte  to  rally  their  forces ;  he  had  appealed  to 
Vitginia,  whose  voice,  he  sdd,  had  awakened 
some  of  her  slDmbering  sisters,  and  kept  alive 
the  wholesome  doctrine  of  State  Rights ;  and 
of  this  school,  he,  too,  it  seems,  had  become  a 


•ndden,  and,  of  conrae,  a  Eealons  disciple.  Ha 
had,  however,  taken  but  one  atep — he  must 
take  another,  and  that  was,  to  deny,  also,  th« 
constitutionality  of  the  tariff  This  he  mi^t  do 
at  the  next  seasiDn ;  and  then,  and  not  till  then, 
could  he  be  admitted  into  fbll  communion. 
He  most  go  the  whole,  and  even  that  would 
not  restore  him  to  favor. 

The  gentleman  has,  in  f^ct,  distlnotly  inform- 
ed us,  in  his  speech,  that  the  politidans  of  this 
country  are  hereafter  to  be  divided  into  two 
great  parties :  tbe  one  In  favor  of  "  Federal 
power,  and  the  other  wedded  to  State  Bights  \" 
in  other  words,  those  who  advocate,  and  thom 
who  deny,  Jhe  power  of  this  Government  to 
protect  domestic  mannfactnrea  and  promote  in- 
ternal improvements.  These  are  iLe  satgects, 
and  the  only  subjects,  over  which  the  power 
of  this  Gk>femment  is  now  warmly  resisted. 
Theee  were  the  great  points  of  controversy, 
and  he  agreed  with  his  oolleagne,  that  everr 
man  must  take  his  stand,  on  the  one  dde  or 
the  other.  The  issne  was  made  up.  These 
meaaorea  most  be  abandoned  or  sustained.  Tlia 
power  exists,  or  it  does  not :  there  was  no  half 
way  concse.  If  it  existed  in  the  one  cose,  it  ex* 
iated  in  the  other ;  they  were  kindred  measmres, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  wonld  stand  or  tail  together. 
After  the  pnolio  debt  ispaid,  which  must  occur 
in  a  very  few  years.  Why,  yon  will  be  asked, 
impose  a  tariff  of  dntiw,  when  ttiere  is  no  ob- 
ject on  which  you  can  expend  tlie  revenoet 
These  Bubjecte  were  inseparably  connected ; 
they  ooustitnted  one  systmn  of  policy ;  it  waa 
against  this  system  that  the  party  "  weidded  to 
State  Itights  "  were  directinK  their  efforts,  and 
it  was  this  qrstem  that  Its  friends  ware  now 
called  moa  to  deftod  and  uphold. 

'iii.  S.  appealed  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  Interior  and  the  West  Withont  IntMnal 
improvements,  he  inqnired  what  they  wen 
ever  to  expect  from  uie  expenditures  of  this 
GovermoenL  They  most  bear  their  Aill  share 
of  the  public  burdens,  pay  their  foil  shore  c^ 
the  pnblio  revenne,  witliont  the  possibility  of 
partioipaldng  in  ita  benefits — the  whole  wonld 
go  to  the  seaboard.  In  the  Interior,  and  the 
West,  tliey  hsd  no  fortifications,  no  ajihie  and 
navies,  no  sea  walls,  dot^yarda.  li^hthooaee^ 
buoys,  and  beacons.  He  afflnhed,  witiiont  fe«r 
of  contradiction,  that,  ttoat  the  foundation  of 
the  Government,  to  the  present  time,  Hie  wfa<de 
Mvil  eipenditnree  of  the  Government,  for  aO 
purposes,  except  internal  improvements,  in  tiia 
whole  tfnion,  twenty  miles  from  the  tidea  of 
the  ocean,  had  not  been  equal  to  the  expendi- 
tures on  a  single  fortification !  Deplorable,  in- 
deed, must  be  their  condition,  without  Una 
power ;  It  amounted  to  a  positive  exelnslon  ot 
the  Interior  and  the  West  from  all  participatim 
in  the  benefits  of  the  public  expenditure.  Their 
wealth,  it  was  true,  like  their  vast  rivers,  wonld 
continne  to  flow  in  nniform  and  never-ceasing 
streams  to  the  ocean,  bearing  to  it  their  amjde 
contributioni ;  but,  by  destroying  this  power, 
yon  U<rt  out  forever  that  sun,  which  «lon9 
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«Nild  t^e  np  a  portion  of  Qdt  great  deep,  and 
return  it  in  oopiooB  and  refreshing  ihoweri 
oyer  the  vast  re^on  from  which  it  vte  drawn, 
tuTigorating  ana  repleniahing  the  nnmbertew 
fountains  from  which  it  originallj  flowed. 

WxDinsii&T,  Jaanarr  28. 

Oumierlcmd  Soad. 

The  EoDM  again  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 

Whole  upon  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 

nmed  the  oonsideTalion  of  Uie  Onmberlftnd 

roadbiU. 

Mr.  BioTB,  of  Indiana,  said :  Is  it 
that  Oongrees  ehonld  adopt  buj 


ia  the  amendment  Ota  leea  h 
heard  the  argument,  these  qneetiona  have  di- 
vided tiiemaetTea  into  two  general  heads — I 
mean  tiioee  of  coDstitDtionalitj'  and  expedien- 
cy;  or^  in  otiier  words,  is  the  proposition  con- 
tained m  the  Inll  oonititalionBl  t  Is  it  eipedi- 
mt  t  The  aame  qaestions  arise  on  the  amend- 
ment. This  anbject,  and  the  answers  to  these 
qnea&ms,  are  not  new  to  me ;  they  are  not 
new  to  the  people  whom  I  represent;  they 
present  no  new  question  here.  For  myself  I 
oonfen  that  I  have  thonght  mnoh  upon  this 
■algect — not  for  the  purpose  of  Tualting  a 
■peeoh  here ;  not  merely  sinoe  I  have  been  a 
mmnber  of  Oongrese ;  no,  sir,  in  my  own 
honse,  at  my  own  fireride,  at  times  when  I 
eoold  Tiew  the  whole  gnnmd  ooolly  and  dis- 
paaaionately ;  when  the  gaze  of  sach  an  aogost 
body  as  this,  whidi  is  aunoet  enongh  to  drive 
trom  the  mind  of  so  yonns  a  speaker  sa  I  am, 
the  ideas  which  he  intends  to  bring  into  the 
diacnauMi,  was  not  npon  me.  At  times  like 
these,  eir,  I  have  formed  an  opinion  for  myself 
on  tluB  all-important  qneation ;  and  that  opin- 
km  it  will  be  my  object  to  commimioate  to  this 
oommittee,  as  distinctly  and  intelligibly  as  I 
can,  as  it  is  npon  that  opinion,  and  the  rea- 
•ona  which  have  operated  on  my  mind,  in  its 
fonnatdon,  that  I  must  rely,  before  my  oonstit- 
noata  and  the  world,  for  the  correctness  of  the 
vote  which  I  am  abont  to  give  on  this  qneetion. 
Then,  sir^  I  have  do  donbt  bnt  that  Congress 
is  Tested  with  plenary  powers,  by  the  Oonstitn- 
titm  of  the  United  States,  to  oonstmot  roads 
■nd  canals  of  a  national  ohar«oter.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  nnderstood  ss  saying,  that  the 
United  States  possess  the  power  to  oonstmot 
either  roads  or  canals  which  are  looal  or  seo- 
tiiHul  in  their  character.  The  qoestion  which 
these  two  propositions  wonld  present,  have  lit^ 
tie  or  no  affinity  with  each  ouier.  This  Gov- 
emrarait  is  only  vested  with  power  to  operate 
oo  otgeots  strictly  national  in  their  charaot«r. 
Boctional  or  looal  ol^ects  do  not  come  within 
the  sphere  of  har  operations ;  they  teH  within 
the  ezolnrive  ocm^l  of  tiie  State  Oovermneuts 
in  which  they  are  constraoted.    In  this  restrio- 
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tive  sense  I  wish  to  be  nnderstood  as  contend- 
ing for  the  power  of  Oongreas,  under  the  ooosti- 
tntion,  to  construct  roads  and  canals. 

So  far  as  principle  is  involved,  the  amend- 
ment presents  qnite  as  strong  a  qneetion  of 
oonstitational  power  as  the  original  bill ;  In- 
deed, it  may  well  be  qnestioned,  whether  the 
amendment  does  not  go  one  step  farther  than 
the  bill  as  reported.  The  bill  proposes  to  pot 
the  road  in  repair,  and  then  to  collect  a  toll 
barely  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repsir.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  pnt  the  road  in  a  like 
repair,  and  then  provides  that  the  United  States 
shall  oede  the  rosd  to  the  different  States  in 
which  it  lies,  npon  the  condition  that  the 
States,  by  a  f^ven  day,  shall  accept  of  the  ces- 
sion, with  a  restriction  annexed  that  they  shdl 
nevei^ooUect  more  toU  on  this  road  than  will 
be  snffliuent  to  keep  it  in  repair.  What,  then, 
does  this  amendment  assome  t  It  assumes, 
firet^  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  take  the 
materials  necessary  for  the  repair  of  this  road, 
and  to  enter  npon  it,  and  repair  it ;  secondly, 
that  the  road,  when  repaired,  is  the  property 
of  the  United  States ;  thirdly,  that  the  Don- 
gress  of  the  United  Slates  can  oonstitationally 
cede  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  this 
road  to  the  several  States  in  which  it  lies ;  and 
lasUy^  that  we  have  the  power  to  impose  re- 
striotions  on  the  legialadoo  of  the  States  on  the 
snbject ;  for  we  cannot  repfdr  this  road  unless 
we  can  constitotionally  use  the  means ;  we 
oannot  cede  this  road  onless  it  is  oor  property ; 
we  oannot  impose  restrictions  on  the  legislation 
of  the  States,  in  relation  to  this  road,  nnless  it 
is  enl^ect  to  onr  Jurisdiction  and  control.  The 
bill  aasomos  no  more — nay,  it  does  not  assnme 
so  mnoh ;  the  one  provides  thst  Oongress  shall 
keep  the  road  in  repur,  by  erecting  the  gates 
and  coUeoting  toll  enfflcieot  for  that  norpoBe; 
the  other  provides  that  the  gates  shall  be  erect- 
ed by  the  Stales,  and  a  toll  collected,  nnder  re- 
strictions imposed  by  Oongress.  Now,  sir, 
what  is  the  difference  1  WiB  not  the  maxim, 
qui  /aeit  per  alitim  /aeit  per  it,  apply  to  this 
case  with  some  propriety)  It  seems  to  me  to 
amonnt  to  abont  the  same  thing  either  way,  so 
far  as  the  erection  of  the  gates  and  the  collec- 
tion of  toU  is  ooncemed,  except  as  to  the  laws 
nnder  which  the  tolls  are  to  be  collected.  Of 
this  exception  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak 
hereafter ;  and  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to 
show  me  the  section  of  the  constitution  under 
which  he  proposes  to  cede  this  road  to,  and  im- 
pose the  restnotion  on,  the  States.  There  may 
be  SQoh  a  clause  in  that  instrument,  bnt  I  con- 
fess it  has  escaped  my  observation.  I  have 
now,  I  presume,  s^d  enongh  to  let  the  oommit- 
tee know  thst  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  re- 
ported, and  against  the  amendment. 

I  listened  with  pleasnre  to  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  0^.  P.  P.  Babbodb,) 
delivered  on  this  qneetion  a  few  days  since,  aa 
I  do  to  all  that  gentleman  says  in  debate ;  and 
while  I  acknowledge  the  great  powers  of  bis 
mind,  and  the  ingenuity  of  his  aignmentii  I 
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most  moat  d«oidedl;  diaaent  from  his  doobriiiM. 
His  premises,  too,  Eire  profeawdlr  the  pro- 
visions of  the  oonstitDtion ;  bat  I  nope  to  be 
able  to  show  that  liis  armaments  are  founded  in 
BTTor^  in  respect  to  the  powers  given  by  the 
oonstitntJoa  to  Oongre8|L  and  the  oWeot  of  oon- 
ferrinx  ^oae  povera.  This  will  mexe  it  neoes- 
Bai7  for  me  to  take  a  onraorjr  view  of  the 
formation  of  this  GoTenunent  and  its  powers, 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  oonstita- 
tion.  It  will  be  reooUeoted  by  gentlemen,  that 
the  thirteen  original  States  were  bound  to- 
gether by  the  ArtidoB  of  Confederation.  This 
was  emphatioally  a  onion  of  States.  Tbe  States 
who  had  thus  entered  into  this  league  or  eon- 
iederatioa  retained  all  their  lights,  their  sov- 
ereignty, and  their  'ezoloaive  joriadiction  in 
thdr  own  bands.  The  Oongreas  of  the  United 
States  acted  upon  thoee  States  as  so  many  sov- 
ereign oorporatjons,  and  not  npon  tiie  people. 
When  it  became  necessary  to  raise  an  army  for 
the  oommon  detenoe,  Oongreas  oonld  fix  the 
JDst  quota  that  each  State  should  eeai  to  tlie 
field,  and  oonld  request  the  States  to  comply 
with  the  reqaiutioD.  Was  it  neoeaaary  to  ool- 
leot  money  from  the  people  to  rapport  the 
army,  carry  on  the  war,  and  defr&y  the  ex- 
penses of  GovemmeDt,  Congress  oonld  appor- 
tion the  som  that  each  State  shoold  oontnbnt« 
to  the  oommon  etook,  and  make  a  reqaest  that 
the  States  should  ftiriiish  tlie  amount,  Jf  these 
re^queBts  were  thonght  expedient,  and  no  con- 
stitutional sornplee  should  suggest  titemselves 
to  the  State  Legiatatiir^  the;'  were  complied 
with ;  hut,  should  the  States,  or  any  one  of 
them,  not  comply,  what  was  uie  consequence  f 
Confess,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
had  no  power,  by  civil  means,  to  coerce  a  com- 
pliance :  nothing  short  of  a  resort  to  the  sword 
— to  civil  war,  with  all  Ita  awfol  oonsequenoee — 
oonld  hope  to  procure  a  submission  on  the  part 
erf'  the  State.  Thus,  the  Confederation  was  not 
only  weak  and  powerlees,  but  it  contained 
within  itself  the  seeds  of  dvil  war,  and  its  own 
diasolntioo,  and  with  them  the  destruction  of 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  those  citizens  who 
had  taken  shelter  under  its  rotten  branches, 
from  the  stonns  of  the  revolution.  The  sages 
and  patriots  of  the  sge  saw,  with  feeiings  of 
the  deepest  regret  and  anguish,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  Ihen  organized,  most  be  dissolved ; 
that  it  could  not  exist ;  and  that,  in  its  dissolu- 
tion, must  be  engulfed  all  the  (mr  prospects  of 
liberty  and  happiness,  which  had  buoyed  np 
their  spirits  under  the  privations  and  dangers 
of  the  revolution.  Thos  was  this  republic  sit- 
uated, when  a  lai^  mqoritf  of  the  patriotic 
dtuena  of  the  day  resolved  on  fhitnging  the 
whole  form  of  the  Government,  This  brings 
me,  sir,  to  the  federal  constitntion,  of  which  it 
is  raj  purpose  now  to  speak :  for  it  is  by  that 
chart  we  are  now  to  navigate  these  political 
eeaa.  Old  things  are  done  away,  and  all  things 
have  become  new ;  doctrines  lilEe  those  whidi 
have  been  tsged  npou  na  by  the  gentleman 
from  VirgisiA,  (Mr.  F.  P.  Kutson^  and  all 


other  gentiemen  of  the  same  school,  have  no 
application  to  the  Oovemmeut  toA  its  ^wera, 
as  renovated  by  the  adoption  of  the  ocmstitntim. 
Having  shown  the  committee,  briefly,  some 
of  the  many  objections  to  tbe  (dd  Articles  d 
Confederation,  I  shall  now  turn  to  the  ctmstitu- 
tion,  the  very  flrst  words  in  which  are  strongly 
marked  with  tbe  change  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  Qovemment  The  preamble  to  Uiat  in- 
stromuit,  which  unfolds  the  reastmsthat  called 
for  the  change  in  the  Govermneut,  reada: 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  to  establish  jus- 
tice, enanre  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
the  oommon  defence,  promote  the  gweral  w^ 
fare,  and  seonre  the  bleeaiugs  of  liberty  to  our- 
selves and  our  posterity,  do  ordajn  and  estkb- 
lish  this  oonstitntion  for  the  United  SutM  of 
America."  Kot  we,  the  States  "in  order  to 
form  a  mwe  perfect  union ;"  no,  sir,  a  nnkm 
of  States  exdosivejy,  as  such,  was  the  tmj 
evil  in  their  form  of  Qovemment  that  tbej 
were  Bti«uq>tjng  to  remedy.  Such  a  udon 
could  not  have  neen  more  pwfbot  U>au  it  wtM 
under  the  Articles  of  Oonfederati<Ni ;  the  peo- 
ple had  tiried  it,  and  it  was  found  altt^tber  io- 
eompetent  to  "  establish  Joatioe,  ensure  domes- 
tic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  orantnoa  de- 
fence, promote  me  general  wel&re,  and  pro- 
cure the  bleasings  tn  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  poat«ity."  The  vuy  preamble,  tliea, 
dearly  ooutemptates  a  dissolution  of  excluaivQ 
State  bonds,  and  the  creatitm  of  a  doser  ani<m 
of  Uie  people.  Was  it  not  remarkable,  that 
titose  old  sages  and  heroes,  who  had  fought  the 
good  fight  in  times  that  tried  men's  sonla, 
should  not  have  be«i  alarmed  at  the  ideaof 
letting  the  people  become  more  doeely  united  t 
Was  there  no  voice  then  to  ruse  tbo  on  <^ 
State  rights— of  bleeding  State  rights  I  Waa 
there  no  philanthropist  or  statesman  in  those 
days  to  warn  the  people  againat  adopting  aoch 
political  hereeiee  as  were  contained  in  this  pre- 
amble 1  Yes,  there  were,  in  those  days,  audi 
men  oa  these;  they  represented,  in  Rowing 
colore,  the  same — yes,  the  very  aame  dootriuea 
that  are  now  contended  for  on  tUs  floor.  They 
contended  that  the  States  had  much  better  oon- 
tinue  under  the  Artides  of  Confederation,  than 
for  the  people  to  adbpt  a  federal  conatitation, 
with  sach  tremendons  powers  as  to  auUiorize 
Congress  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  Ihe  general  welfare ;"  but  all  to  no  pnr- 
pose.  It  was  believed  that  the  people  were  ca- 
pable of  BQlf-govermnent ;  that  they  would  be 
more  likely  to  act  hither  for  the  publio  good, 
than  to  destroy  each  other  withont  mdnoement. 
It  was  believed  that  a  Government,  to  do 
good,  and  to  "  promote  the  general  wel&re," 
must  have  the  power  to  act.  The  conventjoo 
said  so ;  the  people  said  so ;  and  the  anp»al> 
leled  proq>eri£y  of  the  United  Statee,  undu  tlw 
exercise  of  this  power,  enters  a  eaotat  uainat 
the  confederation  doctrines  of  the  genuomm 
from  Yiq^nia :  for  such,  ur,  I  cartaiuly  oom- 
^def  thfUT, 
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Xhubbsat,  Jftniuu?  S9. 
Oumi&rland  Soad. 

The  Hooae  went  into  Oontmlttee  of  ths 
Whda  on  the  bill  for  the  preeervation  and  re- 
pdr  of  the  OnmberlEind  rood. 

Mr.  BnoxMis  Btii:  Shoold  the  propoeed 
mendmoit  prerul,  not  only  would  tlie  inper- 
Intendettoe  and  ocntrol  of  the  Qeneral  QoTern- 
mcmt  be  withdrawn  tiom  It,  bnt  it  ootdd  not 
bil  to  be  conddered  tm  the  conunenoement  of 
the  prostration  and  abandonment,  hj  the  fed- 
val  Oovenunent,  of  the  whole  system  of  in- 
tmud  improvemeBts.  The  adoption  of  the 
amendment  could  be  jnstifled  on  the  gromid 
miy  of  a  want  of  power  in  the  OoTemment 
to  protect  and  control  what,  it  had  been  ac- 
knowledged by  a  large  m^oritj  of  every  Ooo- 
greaa,  for  many  yean  paa^  she  had  a  right  to 
ocnstnict.  He  oonld  no^  therefore,  joetify 
Idmself  to  hia  oonstitnenta  (Mpeoially  as  but 
one  other  gentleman  from  the  West  had  raised 
his  Tolee  In  argument  against  It)  to  permit  the 
rote  to  be  taken  upon  it  without  manifeetinK 
hia  decided  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and 
wplrining  the  sromids  of  his  oppodtion. 

wUy,  said  Mr.  B.,  ahonld  we  confide  to  tJ]e 
management  of  Penna^Tanla,  Maryland,  and 
Ttrpnla,  a  dnty  which  we  oonld  as  conTOnient- 
ly  attend  to  as  they  coold,  and  which,  if  we 
ooeMesed  the  power,  we  onght  to  pmomi? 
-Thoae  States  might  faithfhlly  discharge  any 
promlfle  made,  or  engagement  entered  into,  on 
the  sntiiect,  however  plain  it  may  be  that  snoh 
promise  wonld  be  utterly  invalid,  in  a  legal  or 
oonatitntional  point  of  view.  It  was  not  his 
faitantion  to  indnsate  they  wonlA  notL  He 
ahonld  attempt  to  draw  no  invidiona  diatino- 
tlons  between  States.  It  was  mifSdent  for  his 
purpose  that  no  sndh  oontraot  wonld  be  obliga- 
tory  on  a  State.  In  case  of  ^oie,  we  had  no 
meana  of  forcing  oompllanoe,  and  any  attempt 
at  ooerMon  wotud  not  only  be  an  nnandioiized 
awiiiiiHirniii  of  power,  bat  oonld  not  &il  to  lead 
to  the  moat  anhq>py  oolMons,  and  the  meet 
oalamitons  oonseqnenoes.  If  we  cede  t«  those 
States,  we  mnat  do  the  same  to  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Ao^  as  to  those  p<«1ions  of  tlie  lOad  which 
have  been,  or  mty  be  hereafter,  ooostmoted  in 
thoM  States. 

If  any  ixie  of  tbem  failed  to  keep  the  road  in 
the  state  of  preserration  ocatem^ated,  the 


that  aoch  an  erent  oonld  not  occur,  and  need 
Dot  be  gnarded  a^ainsL  In  titie  age  of  politi- 
eal  wondwa,  nothing  shonld  surprise  ns.  wha 
when  the  pablio  l^ds  were  scdemnly  pledged 
fc^  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  oonld 
bETo  mppoeed  the  pwiod  was  so  near  at  hand 
whKi  not  only  a  St^,  in  which  some  of  those 
lands  are  situated,  wonld.  deny  to  this  Oovem- 
mcmt  any  valid  title  t«  l^am,  bnt,  when  snoh  a 
doctrine  wonld  become  so  prevalent  in  dif- 
larent  Statea,  that  the  politio^  prospects  of  as- 


pirants to  o£Boe  were  made  to  depend  vpoa 
th^  nrging  the  propriety  of  their  seiznre  by 
the  States ;  and  when  politicians  in  this  House, 
of  deservedly  high  stcuiding,  wonld  look  npon 
it  as  expedient  to  enter  gravely  into  the  in- 
qnirr,  wnether  onr  title  to  them  was  valid  t 

Whence,  asked  Mr.  B.,  conld  this  strange  io- 
fatnalion  prooeedt  Was  it  not  the  nnbappy 
resnlt  of  Uie  same  mistaken  notions  of  "  State 
rights,"  wluoh  had  snggeeted  the  proposed  oee- 
eitm  of  this  great  national  road  to  uie  States 
Ihrongh  whion  it  is  conducted  ?  So  one  conld 
be  more  devoted  to  State  rights  than  he  was ; 
bnt  Federal  rights  were  not  less  dear  to  him. 
He  oonld  not  say,  in  speaking  of  them,  "  not 
that  he  loved  the  one  less,  bnt  that  he  loved 
the  other  more,"  So  intimately  were  they  con- 
nected, so  absolutely  dependent  on  each  other, 
tliat,  destroy  Qie  one,  and  yon  thereby  destroy 
the  other.  The  smt  which  rises,  monming  the 
annihilation  of  the  latter,  may  ehrond  itself  in 
the  darkness  of  dlaoonsolate  grief,  for  the  in- 
evitable and  T^idly  approa(£ing  loss  of  the 
former.    He  wonld  not  nse  the  langnage  of  a 


had  learned  to  consider  it  ae  prei«ratoTy  to 
some  desolating  doctrine,"  beorasa  it  was  the 
language  of  tyranny ;  bnt  he  rejoioed  that  he 
had  learned  to  love  not  only  the  constitution  of 
his  SMa  bnt  of  the  General  Government ;  and 
to  regard  the  rishta  secured  by  each  as  eqnaU; 
sacred  and  invtolable.  If,  then,  when  a  man 
told  him  he  was  devoted  to  State  rights^  he 
meant  that  be  wished  to  preserve  nnimpaired 
the  oonstitutional  powers  of  the  State  Govem- 


its,  ha  approved  Ids  Judgment  and  honored 

patriotism.     Bnt  i^^  thereby,  he  signified 

his  disporition  to  weakm  or  resist  the  oonatitn- 


tional ezwdse  of  Federal  power,  he  depreoat«d 
hia  motives  and  abhorred  his  doctrines. 

He  knew  it  was  diffioolt  so  to  define  the 
powOTs  of  each  Government  as  on  all  ocoasionfl 
to  avoid  ^parent  conflictions.  It  was  proper 
that  each  shonld  be  administered  in  a  spirit  of 
mntual  forbearance,  and  with  the  kindest  fbd- 
ings  of  rontnal  oonndenoe.  We  should  indulge 
in  no  Jealousy ;  no,  not  even  in  what  had  be^ 
termed  a  wholesome  jealonsy.  Such  a  devoti<m 
to  State  rights,  and  such  a  Jealonsy  of  Federal 
rights,  might  be  very  properly  conndered  as 
"  preparatory  to  some  desolating  doctrine ;  to 
some  wide-spraad  ruin."  Its  direct  tendency 
was  to  dismember  the  States,  to  sever  the 
Union — a  Union  wiiich  the  patriots  i^  other 
days,  of  days  ^ne,  he  feared  never  to  return, 
had  fbndly  anticipated  wonld  effect  for  ns  in  a 
political,  what  faith  does  in  a  relinons  view, 
everlasting  salvation.  It  destroyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  of  their 
Government;  it  led  to  angry  contentions,  to 
bloodshed,  to  dvil  war,  with  all  its  hideous  and 
desolating  consequences. 

Let  ns  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  inquire  into  the  na- 
tnre  of  our  Governments,  Federal  and  State, 
and  define^  as  fto  as  we  can,  their  respective 
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Sowers,  taking  care,  u  yn  proceed,  to  affix 
efiuite  signifioations  to  the  terms  employed : 
for  be  apprehended  it  vaa  to  an  DmiaaioD  to  do 
this — to  the  loose,  undefined,  and  Tariant  mean- 
iogB  in  which  nanj  ezpreasioos  in  oommon  nse 
in  BDch  arg^omenta  Iiad  been  emplojed,  or,  per- 
haps, not  tin&eqaentl  J  to  the  fact  of  their  being 
used  withoot  an;  meaiung  at  all,  that  maoh  of 
the  sappmed  difficult;  on  this  sabject  origi- 
nated.  The  eipressions  "eminent  domain," 
"JariadioUon  attaching  to  mil,"  "  cononrrent 
jurisdiction,"  "State  sovereipntj,"  "the  ab- 
anrdity  of  considering  the  incidental  power  as 
greatw  than  the  one  from  which  it  b  de- 
dnoed,"  as  general!}'  used  in  argnments  on  this 
subject,  might  serve  to  round  off  a  sentence,  or 
fill  up  a  speech,  bat  they  cast  no  light  on  the 
qnastion.  If  it  be  not  mere  Jargon,  let  those 
who  nse  them  inform  na  what  they  mean,  and 
how  they  apply  them. 

What,  then,  said  itr.  B.,  is  the  natnre  of  the 
Federal  Government!  It  was  one  of  delegated 
and  limited  aathority.  It  could  act  bat  in  par- 
anance  of  the  authority  vested  in  it  nnder  the 
coDstitntion.  "  The  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  constitntion,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respeotlrely,  or  to  the  people."  After 
the  ennmeration  of  various  powers  with  which 
Oonsress  is  clothed,  it  is  declared  that  it  shall 
also  nave  power  "to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  ezeon- 
tion  the  foregomg  powers,  and  sJl  other  pow- 
ers vested  by  this  constitntion  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof."  Speaking,  then,  of 
the  relation  in  which  it  stands  connected  with 
the  State  Oovemments,  it  was  not  sovereign. 
It  was  to  be  sure  sovereign,  or  sapreme,  which 
he  shoold  use  aa  aynonymons  terms,  respecting 
all  snch  mottera  aa  had,  by  the  oonstitntiou, 
been  confided  to  its  management  It  was  ab- 
■olntely  necessary  to  ita  preaervataon  it  should 
be  so.  It  conld  not  have  snrvived  its  forma- 
tion Sve  years  without  such  power.  God  grant 
it  may  be  preserved  with  it.  He  had  always 
viewed  the  danger  resulting  from  a  heedless 
and  unwarrantable  resiatanoe  of  it,  on  the  part 
of  the  Btatea,  and  a  consequent  diseolntion  of 
the  Union,  as  more  imminent  than  any  pro- 
oeeding  from  an  attempt  at  encroachment  by 
the  Federal  anthoritiea. 

Are  the  States  then  sovereign  I  But  for  t^e 
Federal  oonstitntion,  each  State  would  have 
been  soverei^  in  the  most  unlimited  sense  of 
the  word.  Each  one  might  have  abolished, 
altered,  or  reformed  ita  Government  in  any 


States  shsU  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this 
Union,  a  republican  form  of  Government."  It 
might,  in  fine,  have  done  any  and  every  thing 
witbin  its  territorial  lunits,  or  in  relation  to 
foreign  Governments,  which,  by  the  oonstlta- 
tion,  had  been  confided  to  the  Gleneral  Govem- 
menL    So  f^,  however,  aa  they  have  vested  a 


portjon  of  the  power,  wUch,  otherwise,  they 
woald  have  poseesBed,  in  this  Government  or 
have,  by  the  constitntion,  been  expreedy  pro- 
hibited from  eiercising  it,  they  are  not  sov- 
ereign, beoanse  there  are  many  matters  which 
belong  to  sovereign  power  whiob  they  oonld 
not  control  even  withm  their  tenitoriat  limits 
See,  for  example,  1st  artdola,  10th  Beoti<»>,  trf 
the  oonstitutatHL  Tet  the  people  of  the  United 
State*  are  free.  Hiey  pomms  eover^gn  power. 
The  power  ia  lodged  in  the  hands,  not  ttf  the 
Federal  Govemment,  but  ot  the  Federal  4aid 
Stat«  Govttnments.  Taken  in  one  oombined 
view,  they  might  be  considered  aa  a  great, 
splendid,  and  complicated  machine ;  yet,  ao 
akilfolly  and  jndicionsly  arranged,  its  powers  so 
nicely  balanced,  that  we  mighty  with  mn<ii 
greater  propriety,  apply  to  it  the  enloginm  pn>- 
nonnoed  by  a  distingnisbed  individnal  npon  an- 
other Government,  who  sud  "  it  was  tae  most 
stnpendons  fabric  of  hnman  invention." 

If  this  view,  sdd  Mr.  B.,  of  the  natnre  tit 
those  Govenunentfl  be  oorreot,  and  aurely  none 
could  deny  it,  be  woold  proceed  to  aTaTwiaff 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  saying  that  jnrisdio- 
tion  always  attaches  to  soil ;  and  also  to  exam- 
ine why  it  did  so  attach.  "JuriadictJon," 
when  applied  to  ooorts,  was  not  need  in  the 
same  sense  as  when  applied  to  a  Qorermnait. 
In  the  first  case,  it  meant  the  authority  oon- 
ferred  by  law  on  the  oourta  to  adjudicate  in  re- 
lation to  partdcular  matters :  in  the  latter,  it 
signified  tne  power  or  anthority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  sometimes  the  tract  c^  conntry 
over  which  snch  authority  extends.  Thna,  we 
say  that  snch  a  matter  originated  witlun  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  that  is, 
within  the  territory  over  which  she  exercises  a 
lawfiil  and  oonstitotional  anthority.    In  other 


be  decided,  or  act  to  be  performed,  n  , 
either  persons  or  property,  must  neoeeaarily  bo 
snUect  to  the  control  of  the  Govenuneot 
within  whose  territory  the  controvert  is  to  be 
decided,  or  the  persons  and  prcnerty  are  1»- 
osted.  As  no  other  Government  had  a  ri{^t  to 
interfere,  the  jurisdiction  was  stdd  to  attach  to 
the  soil :  jurisdiction  attached  to  the  soil  here 
also.  But  whether  the  mbjeot  was  (me  whidi 
was  placed  nnder  the  power  or  Jurisdiction  ot 
the  General  or  State  Government,  mnat,  in 
every  case,  depend  npon  the  provintms  of  the 
constitntion.  To  it  we  most  look  as  the  sooree 
of  information.  I^  on  such  examination,  it 
should  be  found  to  belong  to  the  latter,  aay 
Virginia,  the  jurisdiction  attached  to  the  scnl, 
because  Virgmia,  not  Pennsylvania,  nor  any 
other  State,  had  a  right  to  act  in  relation  to  it: 
if  to  the  General  Government,  jnriadictitm  alaU 
attached  to  the  soil,  because  the  United  States^ 
not  Great  Britun  nor  France,  had  a  ri^t  to 
act  reapeoting  it  As  to  any  supposed  oooenr- 
renoe  of  Jorisdiction,  he  did  not  Jinow  it  wonld 
throw  any  light  on  this  snlject,  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  it    He  might,  perhqia,  to- 
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fix«  he  oloaed  hU  obflerratioiiB,  nuike  a  few  re- 
m&rks  oonoerninK  it. 

Hi.  B.  Bajd  he  had  already  nrgecl,  and  he  hftd 
the  ooDslatiitiOD  as  his  aathoritjr  for  saTing  bo, 
that  no  State  oonld,  witbont  the  consent  of 
Congreee,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact 
with  another  Btate.  In  Uke  nuuuer,  and  with 
eqoal  propriety,  it  might  be  insisted,  the  Gen- 
eral Qovernmeut  oonld  derive  no  power  from 
tjie  oonMnt  of  a  State,  except  in  the  cases 
pointed  out  in  the  ooostJtntion.  In  the  Diatriot 
ol  Oolnmbia,  and  mob  other  plaoee  as  had 
l>«eii,  or  might  hereftft«r  be,  pnrobased  by  the 
oooaent  of  the  Legiolatnre  at  a  State,  within 
which  the  same  shaU  be,  for  the  erection  of 
fortsi  magadnee,  ajBenals,  dockyards,  and  other 
needful  bnil^nga,  we  were  withorized  to  exer- 
dae  exdodve  legislation.  There  no  State  conld 
interpose  its  anUiority  to  oontrol  the  moat  on- 
important  matter,  however  disconnected  it 
might  seem  to  be  from  the  intereete  of  the  Fed- 
«w  Govermneiit.  Bnt  had  there  been  no  sacb 
provWon  in  the  oonstitation,  as  to  the  power 
of  axeloMve  legislatioD,  it  wonld  by  no  meaoe 
be  true  that  de  Qovermnent  would  have  been 
witbont  power  to  appropriate  to  ita  nse  land 
•nffi<^ent  to  ezecnte  its  legitimate  objects  in  re- 
Idion  to  tlioee  matters.  If  so  other  important 
and  necessary  powers,  expressly  granted,  wonld 
have  been  entirely  inadequate,  if  not  altogether 
mtavaillng.  It  is  well  worthy  of  observation 
here,  that,  in  this  clanae,  the  power  is  not 
given,  in  express  terms,  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  appropriate  to  itself  snch  propertj  for 
tbe  objects  pointed  out.  Such  aat^ority  wonld 
hove  been  properly  and  dearly  dedaoed  from 
other  parts  of  the  constitution.  Bat  the  power 
conferred  is,  "to  exercise exclosive  iegialatioa" 
over  snch  plaoea,  so  obtained,  with  the  consent 
tt  the  St^es.  Bnt  for  this  olanse,  we  conld 
have  exercised  no  other  authority  than  ancfa  as 
might  be  "  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  exeoatjon "  other  oosatitational  powers. 
Ve  might  have  legislated  concerning  it,  and 
oar  acts  made  in  pursuance  of  the  oonstitntioa 
would  have  been  a  part  of  the  snpreme  law  of 
llie  land ;  hut  onr  power  of  legislation  would 
not  have  been  exclnaive ;  that  is,  the  State  in 
which  the  property  might  be  located  would 
liAve  had  the  n^t  to  extend  its  legisladoa  to 
«very  matter,  even  within  the  bonnds  of  an 
aneoal,  ftc,  which  had  not  been  oooMed  to 
the  management  of  the  General  Government 
The  disdnotion  to  le^Blat«  as  to  oertain  par- 
poMS,  and  to  le^alate  exdnnvely,  abonld  not 
be  lost  sight  ot 

If  there  were  any  other  oases  in  wMch  the 
legislative  power  of  the  General  Government 
conld  be  enlarged  by  the  consent  of  a  State,  be 
did  not  recollect  them,  and  should  be  glad  to 
have  them  pointed  oot.  Snrely  our  power  to 
eonetraot  a  road  oonld  not  be  made  to  depend 
i^n  the  oonsent  of  the  State  through  which  it 
is  proposed  to  be  oondncted.  We  cannot  con- 
■tniot  the  road  witbont  first  le^slating  on  the 
sntgoot.    If  the  casea  put  were  those  only  In 


which  the  consent  of  a  State  oonld  enlarge  the 
legislative  power  of  this  Government,  and 
l^islation  was  neoesaary  preparatory  to  the 
constmotion  of  a  road,  it  followed,  as  an  un- 
avoidable condnrion,  that,  if  we  had  a  right  to 


Fbid^t,  January  80. 
LoUerie*  in  the  City  <^  WaAingUn^. 

The  bill  to  oontinne  in  force  the  provisiou  of 
"  An  act  to  antborize  the  Corporation  of  tiia 
Oity  of  Washington  to  draw  Lotteries,"  eame 
up  in  order. 

Mr.  WioKLiTTB  briefly  expressed  himself  in 
opposition  to  the  priodple  of  lotte^  taxation, 
as  odionH,  immoral,  and  mipolitic  He  referred 
to  some  calculations  which  he  had  made  from 
several  lottery  schemes  published ;  bot  declined 
a  foil  disooesion  of  the  snbJeoL  He  concluded 
by  demanding  that  tiie  question  be  taken  bj 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SiBOXun  eald  that  he  had  made  up  bia 
mind,  long  since,  that  the  edsteoce  of  lotteries 
was  a  great  evil ;  and  be  bad  sinoe  bad  ample 
means  of  confirming  that  oonduaion  from  facts 
and  eiperienoe ;  so  much  so,  that  be  could  not 
consent  to  Bsnotion  any  law  for  the  establish- 
ment or  the  oontinoanoe  of  any  lottery  what- 
ever. He  did  not  affect  to  be  more  swayed  by 
oonsiderations  of  a  moral  kind  than  other  gen- 
tiemen ;  although  be  did  consider  the  question, 
even  in  that  point  of  view,  as  well  deserving 
of  consideration.  He  thought  the  House  might 
as  well  erect  an  establishment  for  public  gam- 
bVng  in  any  oHier  form ;  nay,  better,  for  this 
was  gambbng  of  the  very  worst  and  most  inju- 
rious kind.  By  a  new  contrivance  in  the  draw- 
ing of  lotteries,  that  operation  is  now  per- 
formed with  almost  as  much  oeleri^  as  the 
dice  are  thrown,  or  a  coin  tossed  up  in  the  i^. 
Lotteries  thns  drawn  exhibit  the  moirt  rapid 
and  powerful  kind  of  gambling  now  exlBting ; 
and  they  present  a  temptation  of  fearfhl  force 
and  magnitude  to  the  indulgenoe  of  what  all 
will  own  to  be  an  evil  propen^ty — a  piopen- 
Nty  which  no  gentleman  <rf  tliis  Hoose  wonld 
wish  to  encourage  in  any  one  that  is  dear  to 
bim ;  no  gentleman  who  he^  him  wonld  wish 
to  see  a  child  of  bis,  or  a  servant  or  ^)prentioe 
in  whom  he  felt  any  into^st,  ooonpying  his 
time  in  mnmng  after  lotteries,  and  sofi^ring 
that  high  and  morbid  excitement  which  alwaj^s 
accompanies  snch  a  pursuit.  So  great  was  this 
temptation  in  its  actual  results  on  society,  that 
in  a  thousand  oases  it  has  urged  men  to  the 
commission  of  acts  which  brought  them  to  a 
jail,  if  not  to  the  gallows.  Here  Mr.  8.  ad- 
verted to  one  very  affecting  instance  in  illus- 
tration of  this  position.  It  was  the  case  of  aa 
aged  and  highly  respectable  man  of  character, 
tSl  then  unblemished,  and  of  snch  standing  as 
to  bring  him  into  an  ofBce  <tf  great  trust  in  a 
moneyed  institution.  In  consequence  of  a  de- 
falcation In  the  ftmda,  the  gray  baira  of  this  an- 
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happ7  Dum  were  broazht  down  to  Uls  lowest 

atate  of  ignomin;  by  hie  being  tried  and  oou- 
victed  for  pnrloiniog  the  monej  of  the  Inatita- 
tion.  It  was  foand,  on  eiaminiog  into  Uie 
case,  that  all  this  amount  of  fiinds  had  gone  to 
a  lotterjr  office.  The  man  had  I>ee[i  dealing  in 
lotteiy  tickets  for  a  long  time  before,  (in  tick- 
ets authorized  by  law ;)  bnt,  being  unfortunate, 
he  yielded  in  his  despair  to  the  force  of  a  pro- 
pensity which  sometimes  gets  the  masterf  of 
the  strongest  minds,  and  wlttch  is  sore  to  make 
Ml  ea^  conquest  over  weak  ones.  Lotteries, 
he  saitL  were  spriu^g  up  like  mushrooniB,  or 
rather  like  the  poiaonona  resemblance  of  mnsh- 
rooma,  which,  haying  the  same  appearance,  are 
nevertheless  deadly  to  ever^  oue  who  eats  of 
them.  If  any  gentjeman  will  go  to  the  apart- 
ment where  a  lottery  was  drawing,  he  wonid 
Me  collected  there  a  crowd  of  a  description 
which  would  make  his  heart  ache — a  crowd 
oouBiating  of  pereons,  no  oue  of  whom  ought 
to  be  there ;  persons  who  on^t  to  be  at  home, 
pnrsaing  some  branch  of  honest  industry — mi- 
nors, ^prentices,  and  idlers  of  every  kind. 
Hiere  he  woold  witness  the  intense  excitement 
which  gambling  never  fiiila  to  prodnoe — he 
would  there  see  how  the  appetite  for  snoh 
specnlatJous  is  quickened  till  it  lieoomea  orer- 
poweriug.  Yet  lotteries  were  at  this  honr  or- 
ganized oy  the  United  States  to  an  eideut  of 
which  gentlemen  probably  had  little  idea.  He 
knew  toatjsome  time  ago,  a  lottery  waa  drown 
on  every  Wednesday  in  the  year.  Now,  the 
utmost  proceeds  of  such  a  system  were  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent  of  the  amoout  inveeted ; 
to  be  sure,  there  was  generally  a  deduction 
allowed  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  hot  oat  of  that  all 
the  ezpensea  were  to  be  paid,  and  a  prtAt 
allowed'to  the  contractor  for  the  risk  he  takeei 
In  some  cases  the  profit  was  even  lees  than  five 
per  cent  Thus,  to  r^se  a  sum  of  five  thou* 
sand  dollars,  the  Government  draws  &om  Hie 
people,  by  one  of  the  worst  species  of  taxation, 
a  contribution  of  one  hundred  thousand  del- 
lara.  It  was  in  his  opinion  the  very  worst  and 
moet  pernicious  species  of  taxation  that  ever 
was  devised  bv  the  mind  of  man.  Those  onlj 
buy  lottery  lioietfl  who  ought  not  to  buy  them ; 
who  were  in  no  ciroumstanoea  to  do  so.  The 
wealthy,  the  prudent,  the  prosperous,  do  not 
dabble  in  this  kind  of  speculation.  No,  it  is 
the  ignorant,  the  needy,  the  weak,  the  inezpe- 
rienoed ;  persons  so  foolish  as  to  see  notlung 
before  their  view  but  the  highest  nrize,  ana 
never  consider  that  there  are  a  honored  thou- 
sand ohanoes  to  one  agunst  their  obtaining  it. 

For  his  own  part,  if  a  som  is  wanted  by  the 
Corporation  of  Waflhington,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  din>osed  to  grant  it,  he  would  rather 
give  it  to  them  at  onoe,  and  then  the  whole 
mischief  would  be  done;  the  Government 
wonld  know  the  extent  of  it,  whether  larger 
or  smaller.  But  when  it  sends  abroad  an  un- 
limited penniseion  to  ereijt  lottery  offioea,  who 
can  bound  the  evil !  No  roan.  On  the  whole, 
he  waa  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  waa 


lumpy  to  hear  that  the  yeas  and  naya  bad  been 
called,  that  he  might  have  an  t^portonity  of 
recording  his  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Inoxbsoll  should  rqoioe  entirely  to  ex- 
dude  fr<»n  the  District  of  Oolnmbla  thia  q>e- 
des  of  gambling ;  and  if  aoch  was  the  otyeot 
of  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  bill,  h< 
would  go  with  them  heart  and  hand.  But  ha 
had  given  his  aaaent  to  the  preeent  hill  merely 
on  Uie  ground  that  the  Oorporatiim  of  Waeh- 
ington  had  formerly  had  a  smtilar  grant  made 
them,  and  in  consequence  of  the  d<&lcatf<m  ti 
an  individual  had  been  losers  to  a  large  amount. 
ICr.  I.  dwelt  on  the  venerable  character  of  pre- 
ceding l^pslators  who  had  sanctioned  thia 
grant,  and  then  stated  the  careful  manner  in 
which  the  present  bill  had  been  guarded.  Bnl 
still  insisting  on  his  dist^proval  of  the  |niiun- 
I^e  of  lotteries,  he  said  he  would,  for  the  pres- 
ent, move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  in  order 
that^  if  gentlemen  chose  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tioa  on  the  sul^eot  of  putting  an  raid  to  all  lot- 
tery-selling within  the  Di^ot,  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  He  then  moved 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table ;  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Ur,  Ijttls,  who  moved  to  re-oomndt  the 
bin,  with  instruodons  to  introduce  a  bill  to  ' 
iffohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  witMn  the 
District  of  Golmabia ;  which  was  carried  lun. 


TunoAT,  Fel^rnary  o. 

The  House  again  went  bto  Committee  of  tlw 
Whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
bill  for  the  preservation  and  repidr  of  the  Gom- 
berland  road. 

Ur.  MxKOiB  took  Uie  floor  in  defence  of  tha 
bill,  and  in  oppomtitm  to  the  amendment  of  Ur. 
BuoHuiAS,  (which  ^oes  to  cede  the  road  to  the 
States  in  whloh  it  hes.)  and  having  prooeeded 
in  his  speech  till  near  four  o'dock,  he  gave  way 
to  a  motion  to  a^oum. 

WxnmanAT,  February  4. 
Grtinting  Electoral  VeUt. 
The  resolution  &om  the  Senate,  pnqtoiang 
tlie  Kipointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  "  to  as- 
oertt^  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the 
votes  of  the  Preddent  and-  Yioe  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  noti^jdng  the  pei^ 
sons  deoted  of  their  dection,"  was  tnen  ouled 
up,  read,  and  adopted  by  the  House.  [See 
Senate  Debates.] 

Batubd&t,  February  7. 
Obwntitiff  of  Bltctoral  Vota. 
Ur.  P.  P.  Basboub,  ftom  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  ti 
examining  the  Tot«8  for  Pred^nt  and  Vice 
Freddent  of  the  United  States,  reported,  in 
part,  the  following  resdutiCHi : 
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JUtalttdt  That  the  two  HooMt  dull  anamble  In 
the  Cbuiber  of  th«  Home  of  BeprueaU^Tea,  oa 
WedneBdaj,  the  11th  dtj  of  Tebruuj,  lasa,  *t 
IS  o'clock  i  tfaM  one  perwn  be  Kppointed  tcQcr  on 
(he  part  of  the  Benale,  end  two  penona  be  kppoinl- 
ed  (eller*  on  Uie  put  of  the  Hooae,  to  nikke  a  list 
of  the  Vot«a  for  Preaident  and  Yioe  Premdent  of  the 
United  BtUes,  m  they  <)h>U  be  declared ;  that  the 
leanh  ahall  be  deUTered  to  the  Plreddent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, who  ihall  annonnca  to  the  two  Hoosea  aasaiQ- 
bled  ■•  aforenid,  the  state  of  the  Tote,  and  the  per- 
BODS  elected,  if  it  Bhall  appear  that  a  choice  batb 
bean  made  agreeably  to  tin  Constitution  of  the 
Ciuted  Btatei,  which  annnncialion  shall  ba  deemed 
a  aafflaient  dectaration  of  the  person  or  persons 
elected,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  TOtM,  shall 
be  entered  on  me  journals  of  the  two  Houses 

This  reaolntioQ  was  oononmd  in. 


M  oin>AT,  February  9. 
Cvmbwland  Eoad. 

The  House  then  tgtXa  went  Into  Ooramittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  for  the  preserrstion 
and  reptur  of  the  Omnberland  road. 

Mr.  Ba^nasd  stud :  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
tti«  stt«mpt  to  MistaiD  a  power  for  this  Oovem- 
ment  by  resorting  to  several  distinct  portions 
of  tho  constitntion  for  that  pnrpose,  afforded 
very  tolerable  eTidence  that  toe  power  was  not 
given  at  all.  I  agree  that  an  attempt  to  hatch 
up  a  power  can  give  bnt  a  very  weak  and  an- 
■atisfaotoiT'  reaolL  Bat  I  hare  never  been  able 
to  conceive  what  solid  objection  there  can  be 
to  finding  a  fiiU  and  peifeet  aathoritj  for  any 
ringle  act  of  the  Government,  in  half  a  dozen 
diflunot  danses  of  the  oonstitation,  any  more 
than  I  can  ima^a  how  the  authority  of  an 
agent,  on  a  particular  service,  conld  be  weak- 
ened by  having  a  doable  oommand  for  It  from 
the  same  master.  The  londeat  and  fiercest  oh- 
Jeotions  which  have  been  urged  agalnrt  tbe  ex- 
andse  of  the  power  contemplated  by  this  bill, 


, }  now  proposed   for  its  preservation, 

eonld  be  justified  only  nnder  what  has  been 
called  the  war  power,  or  the  commercial  power, 
or  the  post-road  power ;  and  from  these  prem- 
ises ,  gentlemea  have  reasoned  themselves  into 
the  belief  (I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  bow  Just- 
ly) that,  if  the  example  of  this  bill  be  once  set, 
toe  supremacy  of  au^ority  in  this  Government 
will  be  irrevocably  egtabfisbed,  to  the  oertain 
dwtmotaon  of  State  sovereignty.  And  one  or 
two  gentlemen  have  seemed  to  look  for  the 
oonsommation  of  this  state  of  things  to  the 
time  when  tbis  Qovemment,  from  making  a 
single  road  of  firar  rods  wide  through  the  oor- 
ner  of  a  8t^  shall  come  to  put  the  whole  area 
of  that  State  under  one  broad,  unbroken,  and 
beaotifnl  pavement — not  for  the  convenience  of 
the  royiT  progresses  which  \\a  functionaries 
may  make  through  their  dominions — not  for 
the  march  of  armies  snch  as  Xeries  led — but 


on  horseback ;  or,  at  moat,  for  the  passage  of  a 
mul  ooacb,  drawn  by  four  smart  bays,  and 
whipped  up  by  a  postilion,  who  is  paid  for  bis 
services  at  the  rote  of  fineen  dollars  for  the 
montii. 

But  besides  the  eztravoganoea,  not  to  say 
abanrdities,  into  which  a  smart  logician  may 
easily  run,  on  so  vast  a  suUect,  there  really  are 
views  of  this  sabject  wbicn  may  be,  and  have 
been,  presented,  calculated  to  engender  seriont 
doubt.  The  subject  of  Internal  improvements, 
nnder  this  Government,  is  by  no  means  free 
from  difflcnlties.  For  one,  I  do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  encounter  them  nnneceaearily,  I 
have,  therefore,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  seqnel, 
chosen  to  rest  my  support  of  this  bill  on  a 
source  of  power  different  from  either  of  those 
which  I  have  enumerated.  And  if  I  snoceed 
half  as  well  In  convincing  others  as  I  have  is 
satisfying  myself,  it  may  be  that  the  scruples  of 
some  at  least,  who  have  not  yet  made  up  Ihdr 
minds  to  snstt^  a  power  in  this  Government 
for  all  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
will  be  so  ^  relieved  as  to  enable  them  to  vote 
for  this  bilL  I  n^et  that  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power,  tnm  cironmstances  which  some 
aronnd  me  know  ver^  well,  to  look  into  the 
debates  formerly  had  m  Oongresa  on  this  sub- 
ject. Had  I  done  so,  I  might  have  foimd  that 
all  I  propose  to  say  had  been  long  ago  anticipated 
by  some  one  mnch  abler  than  myself;  and  that, 
therefore,  instead  of  entering  myself  into  thb 
field  of  controversy,  I  might  only  have  called 
the  attention  of  uie  committee  to  some  one 
who  bad  already  valiantly  and  snccessftilly 
borne  himself  throncb  it.  I  am  encouraged, 
however,  by  the  pohte  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  proceed,  and  I  shall  do  so. 

If  the  Government  has  the  power  to  moke 
an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road,  and 
to  provide  for  its  preaervstictn,  as  in  this  bill,  I 
can  see,  I  think,  a  strong  necessity  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  at  this  time.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  that,  to  neglect  the  ezen^  of 
a  power  fairly  belon^ng  to  the  Government, 
whenever  a  necessary  occasion  for  its  exercise 
is  presented,  becanse  of  the  doubts  of  indlvid- 
nal  politicians  or  of  individual  Slates,  however 
loudly,  or  even  angrUy  exprewed,  b  just  as 
'  a  violation  of  the  constitiition  as  the 


system  ;  but  he  seemed  only  to  fear  that  the  p] 
ets  might  fall  into  the  son.  God  avert  that  ex- 
perience shonld  ever  teach  us  how  much  dan- 
ger there  is  that  some  of  these  immense  bodies 
will  fly  off  from  their  orbits,  and  either  wan- 
der on  alone  to  darkness  and  destmotion,  or, 
meeting  each  other  in  their  erratic  flight,  pro- 
duce a  concnasion  to  shake  the  whole  system  to 
its  centre.  This  bill  contains  en  appropriation 
for  repuring  and  perfecting  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  luso  a  provision  for  its  permanent 
preservation.  In  tne  appropriation  for  present 
rep^rs  is  involved  the  power  ot  the  Ooveni- 
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ment  to  make  that  rood;  the  Temaining  pro- 
Tieion  is  tbonght  bj  Botne  to  inTolve  another 
and  a  new  queatioQ  of  power — of  a  power 
Derer  yet  exercised  by  the  Q«Tenunent.  The 
power  to  douatract  the  OnmberlaDd  road,  as 
weU  OB  every  other  power  which  this  GoTern- 
meat  can  eierdse,  mnat  be  foimd  in  the  coosti- 
tation ;  and,  if  it  is  not  there,  it  canuDt  Ije 
fonnd  anywhere.  I  oonfeas  it  has  etmck  me 
with  surprise,  when  I  have  heard  gentlemen, 
for  whose  talenta  and  Hwaoity  I  have  ent«r- 
tained  the  moat  profoond  respeet,  attempting 
to  show  how  this  Government  derived,  by  a 
compact  of  its  own  making,  the  power  to  do 
that  which  the  oonstitation  itself  had  not  au- 
thorized it  to  do.  What  would  the  old  thir- 
teen States  of  this  Union  have  thooght,  when 
ttie  oonstitntion  was  presenlfld  to  them  for  ac- 
oeptance,  had  they  found  in  it  a  claaBO  to  this 
effect :  "  In  addition  to  the  powers  herein  ape- 
dally  enumerated,  Oongrees  shall  have  power  to 
do  in  the  States  whstaoever  it  shall  hereafter, 
by  oompact  with  the  people  of  the  territories, 
agree  to  do  ? "  And  yet  this  is  precisely  what 
is  claimed  by  those  who  deduce  authority  to 
construct  the  Cumberland  road  from  a  compact 
between  the  Unitod  States  and  the  people  of 
Ohio.  This  Government  cannot  acquire  the 
right  to  violate  the  constitution  by  entering 
into  a  solemn  engagement  ta  that  effect.  It  is 
fenced  round  on  every  side  by  that  sacred  in- 
■trument;  and  iia  paramount  obligation  is,  to 
take  from  it  all  ite  leoBona  of  wisdom  for  de- 
vising plans,  and  of  energy  for  executing  them. 
It  is  certainly  very  proper  for  ns,  at  all  times, 
to  look  diligently  after  the  obligations  under 
which  we  may  have  placed  onrseTves,  in  virtue 
of  compacts  or  agreements,  with  a  faitlifnl  pur- 

Gise  of  strict  performance— always  rememlier- 
g,  however,  that  the  faith  of  this  Qorem- 
ment  can  never  stand  pledged  to  violate  the 
oonsljtntion,  or  to  do  any  thing  beyond  the 
Kope  of  its  enumerated  or  incidental  powers. 
In  1784,  the  United  States,  under  the  old  con- 
federation, received  iVom  the  State  of  Virginia, 
by  grant  and  cession,  a  title  to  a  vast  territory 
of  land,  lying  nortiiwestward  of  the  river 
Ohio.  The  terms  and  conditions  upon  which 
this  cession  was  made  and  received,  are  not, 
for  onr  present  pnrposee,  necessary  to  be 
known,  farther  than  that  it  was  stipulated  that 
all  the  unappropriated  lands  should  form  a 
common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  that  8tat«e  should  thereafter  be 
formed  ont  of  the  territory  ceded,  having  the 
ume  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, BB  the  original  States,  and  should  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  those  States.    This  was  one  of  those  en- 

rments  which  were  continued  in  force  after 
abolition  of  the  old  confederation,  by  on 
express  stipnlation  in  the  new  constitution.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  here  was,  as 
yet,  no  compact  which  contemplated  the  mak- 
ing of  any  road  whatever. 
In  1803,  OongreM  paned  a  law  anthoriaiig 


th«  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  form  a 
conatitotion  and  State  Govenunent,  preparatory 
to  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  In  this 
law,  it  wasj  amongst  other  things,  proposed  to 
the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  that  ter- 
ritory, that,  if  they  would  stipulate  not  to  tax 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  lying  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  State,  for  the 
space  of  five  years,  from  and  afler  the  day  on 
which  the  same  mieht  be  sold,  the  United 
Btatee  would  apply  the  one-twentieth  part  <d 
the  net  proceeds  of  such  lands,  ss  the  same 
should  be  sold,  to  the  laying  ont,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Congress,  and  making,  of  pnblie 
roads  "leading  from  the  nav^ble  waters 
emctfing  into  the  AUantic  to  the  Ohio,  to  the 
aaid  State,  and  through  the  aame."  Thia  propo- 
sition was  acceded  to  in  convention  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  abont  to  be  erected  mto 
the  new  State  of  Ohio,  with  a  modification 
propoaed  by  that  convention,  and  accepted  by 
Congress  in  the  next  year.  That  modification 
was,  that  three  out  of  the  five  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  Government  lands  in  Ohio 
should  be  paid  over  to  the  State,  to  be  applied 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stat«  to  the  same 
purpose  of  laying  out  and  making  roads  in 
Ohio,  and  no  other,  leaving  two  per  cent,  of 
that  fimd  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
Congress ;  to  be  applied,  not  as  some  gentle- 
men seemed  to  have  imagined,  exclusively  to 
the  country  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  but  to  be  ap- 
plied, SB  all  may  be  satisfied,  by  an  eiaminadon 
of  the  docnments  on  thia  subject,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress,  as  if  the  modification  of  tha 
contract  had  not  been  adopted,  to  the  layina 
out  and  making  of  a  road,  not  only  to  the  aaia 
State,  but  through  the  same. 

Let  ns  now  consider  tiie  rights  and  duties  of 
the  respective  parties  to  this  compact,  keeping 
in  mina,  all  the  time,  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  acting,  necessarily,  ander  the  sain- 
tary  restrunte  c^  the  constitution.  The  power 
of  Congress  over  the  territories,  as  over  the 
other  property  of  the  United  States,  is,  by  a 
fair  oonstmctlon  of  the  constitntion,  limited 
only  by  the  equitable  mle  that  the  power  shall 
be  so  exercised  as  not  to  inflict  a  wanton  ii^nr7 
upon  othera.  Nobody  doubts,  except  tboee 
whose  wisdom  consists  in  doubting  of  every 
thing,  the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  roads 
in  lM6  territories,  by  money  drawn  fhun  tlie 
public  treasury,  to  improve,  in  any  way  it 
pleases,  conEiBt«ntly  with  the  rule  I  have  jnst 
mentioned,  this  common  property  of  the  na^ 
tion,  by  the  application  of  the  common  re- 
sonroes  of  the  nation.  Nobody,  for  instance, 
will  deny  that  Congress  had  power  to  lay  oat 
and  construct  a  national  road  through  the  ter- 
ritory included  in  the  present  State  of  Ohio,  at 
any  time  previous  to  its  erection  into  a  State:. 
It  had,  too,  as  I  contend,  power  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  and  enhancement  in  valne  ol 
the  great  national  domain  lying  within  sod  be- 
y<ma  the  then  contemplated  State  of  Ohio,  hf 
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0  an  agreemeut  with  the  people  of 
the  territory  about  to  be  formed  into  a  State, 
that  a  road  Bhonld  be  made  through  tJiat  terri- 
toij,  at  some  time  after  tlie  admUaion  of  that 
8ted«  iDto  the  nniou.  The  ooustittitioii  giTee 
OoDgrese  the  power  to  admit  new  States  into 
Qie  Union,  and  to  this  the  power  of  imposing 
Dondttions  of  admiasioQ  is,  in  mj  Judgment, 
clearly  and  neoesrarily  iaoidental ;  and  the 
only  restraint  upon  Congress,  in  QitB  partionlar, 
Qiat  I  am  aware  of,  beyond  its  own  wiadoro, 
growfl  ont  of  the  ordinances  of  the  old  Oon- 
grees,  by  which  the  present  Government  ia 
bMind,  and  by  which  the  old  thirteen  States 
itipnlated  wiUi  the  people  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  that  the  new  States,  carved  ont  of 
that  territory,  should  have  "  the  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  ft^edom,  and  independence,  as  the 
original  States."  I  shall  not  now  stop  to  show, 
that  the  making  of  a  road  by  the  United  States, 
through  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  ^reement  with 
the  people  of  that  State,  oannot  impajr  its 
"rights  of  sovoreignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendeaoe."  It  can  no  more  have  that  effect, 
thao  if  the  same  privilege  were  exercised  by  an 
individoal,  or  an  ordinary  corporate  body,  un- 
der an  agreement  with  a  State,  as  we  may  pw- 
hape  understand  better  before  I  have  done  with 
the  BDbJeet. 

The  United  Stst«a  did,  as  we  have  seen 
already,  agree  with  the  people  of  Ohio  to  carry 
a  road  through  the  territory  of  that  Siste. 
And,  althongn  it  may  in  the  compact  eonnd 
very  mnch  like  a  promise  to  do  Ohio  a  favor, 
and  it  could  not  perhaps  have  promised  a 
greater,  yet  If  there  was  any  balance  of  inter- 
est, between  these  parties,  in  the  oonter^lated 
improvements,  it  was  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  Having  agreed  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union,  from  the  vast  regions  beyond 
the  Ohio  and  the  Alteghaniea,  the  Govermnent 
most  have  looked  to  the  avenaes  which  it  pro- 
posed to  open  to  and  through  those  regions,  as 
the  arteries  tlirongb  which  a  healthy  circula- 
tion might  be  kept  up  in  the  eztremitiee  of  the 
body  politic.  Certain  it  is,  the  United  States 
did  agree  to  open  such  an  avenue,  and  nnder 
cocdi  drotmiatancea,  as  I  contend,  that  it  has 
acquired  the  abaolute  and  nneqnivooal  right  of 
laying  out  and  maVing  a  road  throngh  the 
State  of  Ohio ;  placnug  itself  under  a  clear  ob- 
iig^jjon  to  expend  a  specified  fnud  on  some 
aach  work  as  was  contemplated  is  the  com- 
pact, and  acquiring  thereby,  as  dearly,  the 
ri^t  to  expend  money  beyond  that  Aind,  if 
'o  complete  moh  work  and  keep  it  ii 


"^fi 


_  _ie  fhct  that  the  aipenditnres  for  the  Onm- 
berland  road  have  already  greatly  exceeded 
the  two  per  cent  f^md,  it  seems  to  me  cannot, 
in  any  way,  as  some  have  contended,  affect  the 
power  of  this  argument.  Its  obligation  to 
Ohio,  under  the  compact,  may  have  expired 
witfa  the  fund,  hut  the  right  which  it  acquired 
■orvives  it  For  the  benefit  of  Oliio,  a  specific 
,  fund  was  Dledged  to  be  expended  npon  such  a 


work,  but  it  seems  to  me  absnrd  to  say  that  the 
use  of  the  Cumberland  road,  by  this  Govern- 
ment, is  to  cease,  whenever  that  fanA  may  hap- 
pen to  be  exhausted,  for  want  of  power  to  ap- 
ply other  means  necessary  to  its  completion  and 
f  reservation.  In  this  way,  then,  at  which  I 
ave  now  briefly  glanced,  do  I  think  the  power 
of  this  Government  may  be  deduced,  ia  fre- 
quent accordance  with  the  constitution,  to 
make  an  Mpropriation  for  that  portion  of  the 
Cumberland  road  which  lies  wituin  the  Stat« 
of  Ohio ;  and  it  will  be  readily  peroeived  that 
the  same  argument,  if  tenable  at  ail,  may  b« 
made  to  support  the  continuation  of  this  road 
through  the  State  lying  westward  oi  Ohio. 

I  will  now,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  oom- 
mtttee,  proceed  to  inqoire  how  Congress  may 
derive  the  power  of  making  an  qipropriodoa 
for  that  part  of  the  road  m  question,  which 
mns  throngh  the  States  of  Uarylaod,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia.  It  will  be  reoolleoted  that 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  snd  the 
people  of  Ohio  contemplated  a  road  '*  leading 
trom  the  navigable  waters  emptying  into  the 
Atlanlio,"  to  and  through  that  States  and  aa 
the  ront^  of  such  a  road  must  necessarily  be 
from  its  eastern  termination,  through  some  of 
the  original  States,  it  was  provided  that  Oon- 
gress  should  lay  out  the  road  westward  to  the 
river  Ohio,  "  with  the  consent  of  the  several 
States  throngh  which  the  same  should  pass." 
No  gentleman  in  this  House  cau  be  more  cer- 
tain than  I  am,  that  the  consent  of  any  iadi- 
vidua!  State  cannot  authorize  Craigress  to  do 
what  the  constitution  has  not  ^ven  it  the 


any  power  they  pleased  to  oonfer ;  even  a 
single  State  could  do  this,  in  the  face  of  the 
oouetitation,  and  in  defiance  of  all  the  other 
States  in  the  Union.  But  this  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  a  case  where  consent  is  dumed  as 
conferring  power.  The  power,  I  apprehend, 
on  examination,  will  be  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion, but  is  a  power  of  that  imperfect  kind  that 
It  cannot  or  ought  not,  in  certain  oases,  to  be 
exeroieed  without  consent. 

In  the  present  case,  let  it  be  recollected,  we 
are  inqniring  after  the  powers  of  Oongrese  to 
lay  ont  and  construct  the  Cumberland  road 
through  the  States  of  Maryland,  Femtsytvania, 
and  Virginia,  with  the  consent  of  those  States. 
The  interest  which  the  United  States  had  In  it> 
pnblic  lands  was  neither  forgott«n  nor  neglect- 
ed hy  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  And 
wiUioat  entering  now  into  a  minute  examina- 
tion of  that  dause  of  the  constitution  which 
gives  to  Congress  power  over  the  public  do- 
m^  and  the  other  common  property  of  the 
United  States,  I  venture  to  lay  down  this 
proposition :  that  Congress  possesses,  nnder 
that  instrument,  precisely  that  kind  and  extent 
of  power  and  auuiority  over  and  reapecUng  the 
pabUc  land^  which  any  Individual  or  <»dinar7 
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corporfttton,  baring  the  absolnte  ownership  of 
thenu  wonld  posaeas.  So  fkr  as  the  pr^rtj, 
mere!}',  in  these  lands,  la  concerned,  the  United 
Btatea  maj  bo  coniidered  merely  as  a  corpora- 
tion, having  the  ordinary  power  of  ■  proprietor 
to  do  with  them  as  it  pleases  for  1±ie  common 
benefit,  only  taking  care,  in  what  It  may  do, 
not  to  injnre  the  property  of  any  other  oorpo- 
ration,  or  of  any  Individoal  whatever.  Con- 
gnaa  may  ^apose  of  these  lands ;  and,  to  brin^ 
tiiem  into  market  and  enhance  their  valne,  it 
may  cut  them  np  In  every  direction  with  roads 
and  canals.  It  may,  in  my  Judgment,  do  more; 
it  m^  open  a  oommnnication  to  them  through 
any  State  in  the  Union,  with  the  consent  of 
that  State. 

Ur.  DiJUXL  laid:  I  hope  the  Eonse  will 
bear  with  me  while  I  sabmit  to  them  a  few 
oonriderations  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Hr.  BuoEAKAK,)  and  agunst  the  power  assert- 
ed in  the  original  bill  to  erect  toll-gates  on  the 
Omnberland  road..  I  object  to  the  exercise  of 
this  power  on  two  grounds:  First,  beoanse 
it  Is  nnoonstitatJonBl:  secondly,  becanae,  if 
constdtntional,  it  is  not  expedient.  Before  I 
proceed  to  examine  these  propositions,  I  will 
take  occadon  to  say  that  I  admire  the  inven- 
tive genina  of  aome  gentlemen,  and  of  none 
more  than  my  colloagne,  (Mr.  Bvokbbb,)  who 
derivea  the  power  to  oonstmot  roads  and  ca- 
nals, and  erect  toil-gates,  from  every  nook  and 
comer  of  the  constitution.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads  is  etpresaly  deleg^d  to  Gongrees ;  bnt 
the  power  to  erect  tml-gatee,  and  make  the 
people  pay  a  tax  for  travelllog  over  the  post 
roads  or  the  United  States,  to  the  entire  excln- 
rion  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  uio  States  over  those 
roads,  is  oertunly  a  very  different  question. 
Have  OongresB  the  right  to  erect  totl-gat«B  on 
any  or  all  of  their  post  roads,  and,  by  means  of 
toll  pay  salaries  to  superintendents  and  toll- 
gatherers,  and  keep  the  roada  in  repair,  to  the 
exclurion  of  all  State  anthority !  is  the  point 
on  which  hang  "all  the  law  and  the  proph- 
ets." 

The  eeveral  States  of  this  Union  first  entered 
into  articles  of  oonfederatioo  and  perpetual 
anion,  which,  after  fur  experiment,  proved  to 
be  inadeqnate  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  intended.  For  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
more  efficient  OoTsmment,  onr  present  conati- 
tntion  was  fbrmed  and  adopted.  With  careful 
jealonsy,  the  people,  Imth  in  the  articles  of 
confederation  and  in  the  conatitntion,  guarded 
the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States  from 
any  mmeeessary  innovations.  In  the  former 
instrument,  the  second  article  read  as  follows : 
"  Each  State  retuns  ;ts  sovereignty,  freedom, 
wid  independence,  and.  every  power,  jnrlsdic- 
tion,  and  right,  which  ia  not  by  this  eonfedera- 
tion  expredy  delegated  to  tlie  United  States  in 
Oowress  assembled." 


the  articles  of  perpetnal  onion  and  confedera- 
tion ;  but  so  careful  were  the  people  to  guard 
and  protect  their  State  Governments,  that  they 
made  an  explanatory  amendment,  which  they 
thought  comd  leave  nothing  to  donbt  or  ocm- 
stmction.  That  amendment,  which  now  fonni 
a  pari  of  the  constitntion,  is  in  the  following 
words ;  "  The  powers  not  delegated  to  tlie 
United  States  by  the  conatitntion,  nor  prohib- 
ited by  It  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  The 
object  of  tnis  amendment  is  obvious.  It  was 
to  mark  and  define  the  limits  of  those  powers 
which  were  to  l>e  exercised  by  the  General 
Government,  and  spedfy  what  was  left  to  the 
States,  in  a  manner  so  plain  aa  to  prevent  dis- 
putes and  collision.  Thus  the  patriots  and 
aage«  of  the  revolation,  who  well  knew  that 
the  safety  of  liberty  in  this  country  wonld  de- 
pend on  preserving  the  State  Government^ 
took  every  precaution  witliin  the  compaas  of 
haman  vigilance,  to  explain  and  hedge  in  the 

Eiwers  granted  to  the  General  GoverBment. 
anbtless,  they  believed  they  had  accomplished 
their  great  object,  and  had  so  clearly  prescribed 
the  limits  of  federal  anthority  as  to  ont  off  the 
possibility  of  dangerous  encroachments  on  the 
rights  and  independence  of  the  States.  Bat  of 
late  years,  all  their  anticipations  have  been 
fiJsified  by  a  set  of  political  latitndinariaos, 
who  have  the  art  to  deduce  the  most  tremoi- 
dons  powers  as  incidental  to  the  most  trifling 
nimts,  and  are  driving  tiieir  theories  ana 
uieir  practice  to  the  destruction  of  those  State 
powers  and  institutions  wbicb  it  waa  the  chid 
object  of  the  constitution  to  protect.  Dazzled 
with  the  central  Government,  they  strive  to 
increase  its  splendor  by  robbing  the  States  of 
their  reservea  powers,  and  reducing  them  to 
petty  corporations.  This  doctrine  has  niade 
great  progress,  in  this  Honse  and  ont  of  it. 
Oonsolidalion,  so  much  dreadod  by  Patrick 
Henry,  and  other  distinguiabed  statesmen  of 
former  days,  baa  lost  all  its  tArrora,  and,  if  I 
am  to  judge  by  the  argnments  of  gentlemen, 
has  become  a  desirable  olject. 

No  man  can  read  the  constitntion  wlthovt 
being  satisfied,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
those  who  ftMtted  and  adopted  it,  clearly  to 
designate  every  power  which  this  Government 
sbontd  posaesB.  Incidental  powers  are  the  ne- 
cessary parta  of  a  general  grant.  When  a 
power  Is  claimed  as  incidental,  we  have  only 
to  examine  whether  it  is  neoeflsarily  indodeu 
In  the  general  grant;  if  not,  the  power  is  not 
incidental,  and  therefore  not  delegated. 

The  State  constitutions  are  predicated  on  a 
different  principle.    They  are  not  del^otions 


their  power,  like  the  British  Paniament.  is  un- 
limited. Tbe  people  of  our  Stetaa  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  limit  the  powers  of  their  l^ia- 
lative  bodies  by  written  constitutions.  Except 
on  those  points  in  which  the  State  Legidatnres 
are  restricted  by  the  State  constitations,  or  the 
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Oonstitation  of  the  United  States,  thej  are  po- 
litically omnipotont. 

That  the  Btate  Govenimeiita  have  the  right  to 
eoDBtmct  roada  through  aaj  portdon  of  thair 
territories,  aad  put  toll-gatea  npca  them,  unlese 
reatrained  by  their  own  oonatttntiona,  Oiere  b 
no  room  to  donbL  The  Oonstitataon  of  the 
tTnited  States  neither  grants  the  general  road- 
makJDg  power  to  Oongrese,  nor  does  it  forbid 
its  exercue  by  the  States ;  it  ia  therefore  re- 
serred  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  Tbe 
power,  howeTer,  to  establish  poet  offioes  and 
poot  roads,  is  eipreasly  granted.  Whether  this 
gnnt  means  only  that  Congress  shall  dedgnate 
the  roads  on  which  the  ludla  shall  travel,  as 
some  oont^id,  or  that  they  may  make  those  roads^ 
ia  not  important  to  my  argnment.  I  am  in- 
olined  to  the  opinion  that  they  may  make  a 
road  onder  this  grant,  wherever  it  shall  be  no- 
aeaaary  for  tbe  transportation  of  the  mail ;  bat 
the  power  to  tax  the  people  for  trsTeUing  on 
that  road,  is  a  very  difTerent  thing. 

Bat,  oertololy,  the  only  Und  of  road  which 
die  United  States  oan  make,  nnder  this  grant 
at  power.  Is  post  roada ;  the  power  of  making 
ereiy  other  species  of  road  ia  left  to  the  Statce. 
Toll-gates  are  not  neoeasary,  nor  is  it  possible 
to  employ  them  in  maUng  or  establishing  poet 
roads.  The  power  to  erect  them  is  not,  there- 
fora  incidental  to  the  power  to  establish  post 
roads.  Those  roads  can  be  repaired  by  the 
same  meana  employed  to  establlBh  or  make 
them.  Indeed,  the  power  to  repair  roads  is 
itself  inddenttl  to  the  power  to  nuke  or  eetab- 
Uah :  for  the  constitnboa  does  not  delegate  to 
OoDgresa  {n  expreBs  t«rmB  the  power  to  repur 
poet  roads.  We  have  seen  that  toll-gates  are 
not  necoasarj,  nor  «an  they  be  employed,  in 
the  maUng  of  roads^  and  oonaeqaently  the 
right  to  erect  them  la  not  incident  to  that 
power.  If  it  be  incident  to  the  power  to  re- 
pair post  roads,  it  ia  not  an  incident  of  the  gen- 
eral grant,  bnt  the  incident  of  an  inoi&nt. 
The  reasoning  by  which  it  is  dednoed  from  the 
original  grant,  ia  something  like  this:  Congress 
has  a  right  to  estsblish  post  roads,  therefore 
Ocmgress  has  a  right  to  repur  poet  roads,  there- 
fore Congress  has  a  right  to  erect  toll-gates  on 
post  roads.  Thus,  a  power  which  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  employed  in  effecting  the  origmal 
grant,  is  dednced  as  incidental  to  that  grant  by 
a  DrooesB  of  reasoning  I 

r,  I  inr^lntaln  that  yoa  mnst  employ  the 


e  means  to  repair  post  roada  aa  may 
.'ed  to  estahliso  them,  and  no  others 
a  power  is  pranteiL  the  mws  to  make  it 


effectual  are  granted  also.  The  constitntion 
grants  the  power  to  make  or  establish  post 
roads.  What  ore  the  means !  Kot  toll-gates, 
bat  the  appropriation  of  money  and  the  em- 

Sloyment  of  handa.  Theae  are  the  only  inci- 
ental  powers  by  which  post  roadaoan  be  made 
or  establiahed.  After  the  road  is  established, 
and  the  object  of  the  grant  competed,  is  it  not 
absnrd  to  say  that  the  inudental  power  of 
k«e^Dg  it  in  rep^  has  also  Us  inddent^  which 


were  unknown  to  the  original  power!  Are 
not  the  means  by  which  the  road  was  estab- 
lished, or  made,  snffident  to  keep  it  in  repur  i 
Oan  it  not  be  done  by  appropriations,  and  the 
employment  of  saitable  hands  I  So  man 
doobts  it.  The  power  of  erecting  toU-gatee  ia 
not,  therefore,  incident  to  the  power  to  estab- 
lish or  make  post  roads,  nor  can  it  possibly  be- 
long to  it  I  view  it  as  an  assomption  of 
power  by  this  Government,  wholly  unwarrant- 
ed by  the  constitation. 


TuBBDAT,  Febroaiy  10. 
Omndtrland  Soai. 

The  Hoose  then  again  went  into  OomnUttee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  aoA 
took  np  the  bill  for  the  preservatitm  and  i^^ 
of  the  Onmberland  road. 

Ut.Bkll  rose  and  stid:  Uponalltheqaestiona 
presented  by  the  bill,  I  fear  candor  would  re- 
qnire  me  to  admit  that  those  who  sapport  it 
ooonpy  the  "  vantage  ground  "  of  pabhc  senti- 
ment. By  this  admission,  I  mean  to  say  no 
more  tikan  that,  by  an  extraordinary  oombintt- 
tion  of  oiroamstaiices  and  interests,  to  which 
we  have  all  l>een  witneeeeE^  within  the  last  fonr 
or  five  years,  a  m^ority  of  the  people  in  a 
minority  of  the  States  of  this  Cni<Hi  has  beea 
prepared  to  sanction  any  meamre  in  relation  to 
what  is  called  a  "  national  q'stem  ot  Intenial 
Improvement,"  which  the  leading  advooatee  rf 
that  system,  in  this  Honse,  may  choose  to  arm 
Dpon  OS.  So  strongly  does  their  position,  m 
this  respect,  operate  m  snataining  them  npou 
this  floor,  that  he  who  shall  venture  in  the 
disonssion  of  any  of  the  many  internal  improve- 
ment bills  which  come  before  the  Honse,  to 
qneetion  the  authority  of  Congress  to  act  npon 
Boch  sabjecta,  is  bnt  too  apt  to  be  diaoooraged 
by  snoh  symptoms  of  discontent  as  I  know,  from 
the  nsnsl  conrtesy  of  the  Honse,  osn  only  spring 
from  Bometbiog  like  a  belief  that  this  qnestion 
has  been  settled  by  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  ftirther  oppo^tion  most  be  the 
resnlt  only  of  a  spirit  of  obstinacy. 

JSov,  I  have  Jnat  had  experience  enoogh  of 
the  inSoenoee  and  principles  which  govern  the 
proceedings  of  Oongreea,  to  know,  that  no 


opposed,  nutO  pnblio  sentiment  shall  have  been 
in  some  Aegcae  prepared  for  its  adoption  or 
abandonment.  It  is  with  this  knowleoa^  and 
a  deep  conviction  of  the  magnitude  of  the  oon- 
tdderations  involved  in  the  bill  before  the  oom- 
mittee,  that  I  am  induced  to  say  any  thing  npon 
the  present  occasion.  I  beUeve  that  the  tuna 
will  not  be  lost,  either  to  the  o(»nmittee  jOr  to 
the  oonntry,  which,  being  devotad  to  the  far- 
ther diaooation  of  tbia  snijeet,  may  be  dw 
means,  either  of  reviving  the  reoolleotion  of  aom* 
of  the  promin«it  oljectiona  her^trfbre  urged 
aggiait  meaoores  of  thia  kind,  or  of  brtngiDg  t« 
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light  aaj  new  u^amenta,  which,  iuid«r  the 
practice  of  the  GoTemmeDt  in  relation  to  this 
BnttjMt,  experience  nucf  have  recently  de- 
veloped. 

Although  I  shall  ^re  no  pledge  as  to  the 
time  I  eball  ooonpy  in  the  discoasioc  of  what  I 
eoD^der  the  question  of  chief  interest  ndaed  bjr 
the  bill,  7et,  npoo  the  mere  constitationBl  qnee- 
tion,  I  promiae  to  he  hrief.  The  ability  with 
which  that  part  of  the  subject  has  been  handled 
hj  thoae  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me, 
would  detw  me  from  going  fiiUj  into  it,  if  no 
other  coiuideratlon  restrabied  me.  Bat  I  have 
not  BO  much  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  mere 
ooiutitational  argnments  as  some  genOemen,  sa 
I  m^  take  ocoauon  to  explain  more  fally  be- 
fore I  ait  down ;  at  all  events,  whatever  might 
have  been  their  efi^t  at  on  anterior  date,  in 
the  history  of  the  aasamption  of  implied  powers 
by  this  Government,  I  fear  they  mnst  De  Tin- 
availing  in  this  crisis  of  the  policy  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  relation  to  a  great  and  important  interest 
Involving  in  ita  issues  perhqts  the  destiny  of  the 
republic.  The  mere  glance  which  I  shall  ^ve 
at  that  part  of  the  sabject  will  be  more  out  of 
respect  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  seem  to 
think  the  constitaUonal  question  the  only  one 

S resented  by  the  bill,  than  because  I  think  the 
isenssion  of  it,  at  tiiis  time,  of  mach  impor- 
tanoe.  In  mating  this  declaration,  however, 
I  would  not  be  understood  as  placing  a  light 
value  upon  a  strict  adherence  to  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  measnrea  of  Oongrese.  A  disregard 
of  the  spirit  of  that  instrument,  manifeeted  in 
the  prooeedipgs  of  Oongress,  npon  subjecte 
however  trivial  and  unimportant  tbey  may  be, 
h  to  be  regretted.  In  sncn  cases,  however,  Uie 
evil  operates  by  example  only ;  bnt  it  is  a  mat- 
ter <»  far  difibrent  import,  when  by  implication 
and  eonstraetion,  sncn  a  ra^e  of  action  is  pro- 
posed to  be  ^v«a  to  the  Federal  Legislatare 


r,  if  admitted  to  exist,  by  boldly  tramnling 
them  under  foot,  as  things  calculated  only  to 
become  stumbling-blocks  to  the  weak  and  OLSti- 
dious.  H  by  one  mode  of  construing  the  oon- 
■titntion,  what  is  oalled  an  incidental  power 
Bay,  fn  ita  exercise,  become  greater  than  the 
substantive  one  ^m  which  it  is  derived ;  if  a 

Siwer  which  those  who  formed  the  constitution 
d  not  suppose  they  were  conferring  upon  Oon- 
gress, or  rallier  one  which  we  find,  from  the 
^rarnal  of  their  prooeedinga,  was  expressly 
negatived,  may,  oy  oonatniotHni,  beoome  a 
•onroe  of  the  principal  businees  of  Oongress ;  i^ 
I  repeat,  a  power  which,  at  most,  ooold  only 
have  been  regarded  as  last  and  least  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  constitntiou  waa  formed, 
may  become  first  and  chief  in  the  operaticws  <rf' 
the  Government  ornnliad  under  it,  reflecting 
UMB  may  very  well  begin  to  consider  whether 
the  idea  of  a  written  charter  of  liberty  is  not 
all  a  delusion,  and  whether  public  sentiment, 
■a  tt  nay  be  ohanged  and  modified  from  time 
to  tiine,  acoordin^y  aa  thia  or  that  poUtiosl 


barrier,  at  last,  which  the  nature  of  man  a 
of  banian  sodety  admits  ot,  against  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  ambition. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  brief  notice  which  I 
intend  to  take  of  the  oonstitntiooal  qneetion, 
permit  me  to  advert,  for  a  moment,  to  what  I 
conrider  a  sort  of  anomaly  in  the  pretensions 

the  leading  advocates  of  this  system  of  Inter- 
nal Improvement.  One  cannot  bat  infer,  from 
the  tenor  of  their  argnments  in  snpport  of  the 
policy  of  aasoming  the  power  to  constmM 
roads  and  canals,  that  they  think  themselves 
entitied  to  stand  in  the  first  rank  of  those 
who,  in  their  political  course,  have  most  re- 
gard for  the  union  of  these  States.  Now, 
without  disputing  the  hones^  of  their  inten- 
tions, I  say  they  are  the  last  men  In  this  country 
who  have  any  just  claim  to  such  precedence. 
They  say  they  are  employing  all  their  skill  and 
ability  in  forging  new  ties  of  onion,  and  charge 
that  their  opponents  are  perpetnally  managing 
to  tie  up  their  htmds  in  the  good  work  by 
gleaning  fetters  fh>m  the  constltntion.  I  ssy, 
they  are  doing  their  utmost  to  deatroy  the 
existing  cords,  which  bind  the  States ;  and  al- 
though they  may  soooeed  for  a  season,  by  means 
of  that  fertility  of  resonrce  in  argument,  and  a 
pleasing  elocution,  which  I  admit  some  of  tbem 
possess  in  a  high  d^ree,  in  persuading  tiie 
country  that  their  schemes  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment entitied  them  to  be  proclaimed  the  very 
champions  of  union ;  yet,  if  they  shall  snoceed 
in  bringing  their  plans  into  more  general  favor 
than  they  nave  already  done,  those  who  come 
after  ns  may  have  cause  to  regret  the  existence 
of  gifts  which  had  so  much  power  to  win ;  or, 
to  ^>eak  more  Joatiy,  that  a  scheme  of  Federal 
policy  was  ever  devised  by  gentlemen,  calling 
themselves  friends  of  nnion,  which  contained  in 
itself  a  principle  of  persuasion  more  eloquent 
than  the  tongues  of  men,  in  making  converts 
to  its  expediency.  Some  fntore  traveller,  con- 
templating among  the  broken  oolnmns  of  thb 
oapitol,  the  mins  of  a  great  confMerated  repub- 
lic, in  tracing  the  causes  of  its  downfall  ma^ 
assign  to  their  proper  class  the  statesmen  of  this 
day ;  and  a  disunited  people,  in  brooding  over 
the  story  of  their  misfortunee,  may  have  to 
determine  whether  those  who  were  eager  to  posh 
their  wild  and  extravagaot  schemes  beyond  the 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  the  longer  en- 
dnrance  of  those  whose  means  were  ei^usted 
in  support  of  them,  were  the  real  friends  of 
nnion  or  not  Sir,  if  I  believed  this  picture 
would  be  realized,  I  could  not  stand  op  in  my 

elaoe ;  yet  who  does  not  aee  that  It  may  be  so, 
'  snoeeas  shall  still  attend  every  efEbii  at  a  new 
assnmption  of  Federal  power,  and  every  new 
prf^eot  of  the  m^ority  to  enrich  thwuelvea  at 
the  expease  of  the  min(»ily  I  What  are  some 
of  the  most  striking  eiroumstances  under  which 


than  a  third  of  the  States,  it  may  be  oonsidered 
the  a^ed   dootriiw,  taat   Oongreaa  has  na 
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power  to  act  npon  this  Bubject  A  third  of  the 
irhole  population  of  these  United  States  believe 
thej  are  to  be  the  viotima  of  this  policy ;  yet 

Sentlemen  who  advocate  this  87st«m  npon  UiIb 
oor,  from  day  to  da^,  and  from  year  to  year, 
and  who  openly  acknowledge  that  they  have  to 
contend  against  nearly  equal  nnniben  for 
every  inch  of  gronnd  they  occupy,  do  not 
shrink  from  the  absnrdit7  of  urging  the  love 
<rf  union  in  sapport  of  their  projects  1  Does  it 
matter,  in  questions  of  this  sort,  whether  the 
minority  are  mistaken  or  not,  in  their  opinions 
of  the  proper  construction  of  the  constitution  ? 
Or  whether  the  ^prehensions  of  those  who 
believe  that  min  to  their  interest  is  to  be  the 
result  of  the  present  policy  of  the  majority,  are 
mere  delnriona  or  not?  Do  not  pnidc — 
and  patriotism  call  as  londly  as  ever  on 
majority,  by  every  consideration  of  order,  and 
pertiapa  of  liberty  and  nnion,  to  forbear  I  Jus- 
tice, moderation,  and  forbeartmce,  in  the  ma- 
jority, towards  the  minority,  are  the  best  pre- 
servatives of  niuon,  said  an  able  man,  at  the 
last  seesion  of  Oongresa,  in  relation  to  this 
question ;  and  it  then  seemed  to  me  to  l>e  a 
sentiment  so  fall  of  wisdom  and  patriotic  feel- 
ing, that  it  deserved  to  he  written  on  the  frieze 
of  tbe  colmnns  whioh  snrrQnnd  this  hall,  liiat 
it  might  he  ever  present  to  the  minds  of  those 
who  sit  here  to  aeliberate  and  determine  npon 
the  true  policy  of  the  Government,  in  relation 
to  every  great  interest 

Let  ns  now  take  a  brief  view  of  the  groonds 
npon  whioh  it  is  attempted  to  sustain  tbe  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  enact  the  main  provisions 
of  the  bill  before  the  committee.  The  power 
to  erect  turnpike  gates,  and  the  right  to  exact 
tolls  upon  the  rood  in  question,  is  derived  from 
fiie  power  which  it  is  said-Oongresshadto  con- 
struct the  road  in  the  first  instance ;  and  the 
former  power  is  admitted,  by  the  advocates  of 
the  bill,  to  be  dependent  upon  the  latter.  This 
is  the  true  state  of  the  question,  as  regards  that 
put  of  the  road  which  is  located  in  Ohio. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  on  tbe  other  side  con- 
tend that  tbe  question  is  modified,  in  r^^ard  to 
the  old  Onmberland  road,  by  the  ces^ons  which 
have  been  made  by  the  States  through  whioh 
it  psaaee,  to  Congress,  and  th^  as  to  tliis  part 
of  the  road,  no  constitotioiul  impediment 
exists,  thoQgh  there  might  be  some  doubt  as  to 
tbd  power  of  Congress  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  the  part  of  the  road  which  lies  in 
Ohio.  Tbe  compact  with  tbe  States  north  of 
the  Ohio,  has,  as  I  think,  been  jadioiously 
thrown  ont  of  the  question,  as  having  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  unless  the  power  to  oonatruct 
tiiiB  road  can  be  shown  to  have  existed  Inde- 
pendently of  that  oompact 

The  modified  question  which  has  been  pre- 
sented ID  the  argument,  I  think  will  be  found, 
apMi  a  short  examination  of  it,  to  result  in  the 
general  qaestion,  as  I  have  stated  it  Some 
speculative  inquirers  have  said,  that  all  human 
Imowledge  might  be  reduced  to  a  few  general 


prindplee  and  propositions.  'While  the  expe- 
rience of  each  day  is  teaching  ns  the  fallacy  of 
this  theory,  and  tiie  dan^r  of  relying  too  much 
upon  general  principles  m  the  management  of 
any  of  the  affairs  of  life,  yet  all  will  admit  that 
the  process  of  generalizing  in  reasoning,  or  pt 
tracing  things  np  to  first  principles,  is,  in  some 
cases,  the  only  test  of  truth.  Those  who  place 
any  reliance  npon  the  oessiona  which  have  oera 
made  by  the  Blatee,  do  so,  only  because,  with- 
out such  cessious,  they  doubt  the  power  of 
Congress  to  le^slate  in  any  way  ooncerniiw 
the  conatmotion  or  preservation  of  the  road. 
Now,  are  gentiemen,  who  take  this  gronnd, 
aware  of  the  principle  they  assume,  and  would 
establish  ?  It  they  can  show  that  they  have 
taken  a  ooirect  view  of  the  subject,  what  is  it  t 
It  is,  that  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  the  sub- 
ject-matters upon  which  they  are  aathoriied 
to  legislate  by  the  constitution,  may  be  added 
to,  and  enlaced,  at  tiie  option  of  one  or  more 
of  the  Btotea  u  this  be  a  correct  principle,  it 
is  a  discovery  of  the  utmost  importance ;  tot 
it  must  inevitably  lead  to  a  removu  of  all  oonsti- 
tutioual  restrictions  upon  the  proceiedingB  of 
Congress.  But  sir,  has  this  principle  been 
assumed  as  a  dogma  or  tenet  by  any  political 
party,  whioh  does,  or  ever  has  existed  in  this 
oonntry  ?  K  it  has,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  fact 
Will  the  gentiemen  who  advocate  the  bUl  con-  * 
tend  for  such  a  principle  ?  I  know  they  sup- 
port doctrines  which  must  lead  to  the  same  ra- 
sulta,  but  they  have  never  had  tbe  boldness  to 
come  out  openly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  conntry 
to  contend  that  any  of  the  States  csn  oonfbr 
new  powers  upon  Congress,  or  create  new  sub- 
jects of  Federal  legislation,  in  any  other  way 
than  that  pointed  ont  by  the  constitution  itsell 
The  consent,  then,  of  the  States  throngh  which 
a  part  of  this  rosid  passes,  implied  in  the  ces- 
sions which  have  been  made  by  them,  has  no 
more  to  do  with  the  suUeot  than  the  compact 
with  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio. 

When  it  is  argued  that  Congrees  may  right- 
fully preserve  a  road  whioh  it  had  the  power 
'  construct  in  the  first  instance,  it  does  seem 
me  that  the  advantage  of  the  argument  is 
with  the  gentiemen  on  the  other  side.  If  you 
grant  the  power  to  make  the  road,  1  can  see  no 
constitutional  impediment  to  the  erection  of 
toll-gates,  that  being  the  nsnal  mode  of  assess- 
ment upon  the  public  for  keeping  roads  and 
bridges  in  repair.    It  would  tnen  be  a  mere 

iueetion  of  expediency,  about  which  I  feel  bnt 
ttle  interest.  I  am  willing  the  people  of  this 
country  should  know  the  foU  extent  to  which 
Congress  mar  go  in  the  exercise  of  tbe  power 
to  make  roads  and  canals.  But,  rir,  the  error 
in  the  argument  of  the  gcoitlemen  who  sup- 
port this  bill  Is,  in  taking  it  for  granted  that 
this  power  to  constmct  roads  is  vested  by  the 
constitution  in  Congress.  I  know  that  it  has 
been  s«d  "^hat  this  point  has  been  settled  by  the 

Xted  decisions  of  this  House.    While  I  am 
g  to  admit  the  &roe  of  pnoeduit  in  le^ 
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latins  nnder  the  constitiition,  us  well  as 
Ju^ctal  deMrminatioDs,  And  am  aatiafidd  that 
DO  politiaal  compact  can  be  derised  hj  the  wis- 
dom of  man,  apon  which  all  men  woold  concnr 
in  their  opiniona  of  the  extent  and  proper  con- 
ttmotiona  of  ita  provisioQB,  yet  no  precedent, 
InToIving  a  great  and  vital  principle,  either  in 
the  Federal  Legislature,  or  in  the  coiu^  of  law, 
has  ever  been,  nor  shonld  it  be,  considered  as 
settling  BQch  a  principle,  aatil  it  shall  have  been 
sanctioned  h;  long  and  general  aoqoieecenoe. 
It  is  because  this  power  in  Oongreas  to  con- 
strnot  roads  and  canals  has  never  been  so  sanc- 
tioned, that  I  consider  the  question  open  for 
brther  disonssion,  In  availing  myself  of  this 
■tat«  of  the  question,  in  a  limited  degree,  I  will 
advert  for  a  moment  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  exercise  of  this  power  will  operate,  as  it 
may  affect  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  as  it 
may  conflict  with  the  State  anthoritjes.  It  is 
by  selecting  plain  and  practical  examples,  by 
way  of  illnstr^on,  that  we  can  best  understand 
tiie  ftifi  operation  of  any  principle  or  power. 
In  the  fint  plactL  if  yon  have  the  power  to  con- 
stmot  these  roads,  yon  have  tbe  right  to  take 
ftom  the  citizen  the  nsofmctnary  interest  in 
the  eoil,  without  his  consent.    It  wonid  he  a 


or  canals,  in  an  attempt  to  throw  opui  his  f  elds, 
or  to  poll  down  his  farm-houses,  which  may  be 
in  its  eonrse.  The  State  anthorities  cannot  pro- 
tect him ;  and  they,  in  their  tnm,  in  the  eier- 
ciie  of  powers  which  are  not  denied  to  them, 
may  out  np  his  freehold  in  another  direction, 
and  the  Federal  authorities,  in  that  case,  cannot 
interfere  in  his  behalf,  liinfl  the  property  of 
the  citizen  is  at  the  mercy  of  two  sovereignties, 
and  all  the  consolation  he  oan  take  to  himself 
is,  that  he  can  demand  a  recompense  for  the 
loss  of  the  use  of  his  property,  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  amount  of  which  he  has  nothing  to 
do.  Now,  do  the  people  of  this  country  under- 
stand that  their  property  may  be  taken  by  two 
Governments,  in  this  respect  altogether  distinot 
and  separate,  for  the  same  pnblio  use — the  use 
and  purpose  being  one — that  of  keeping  up 
public  highways ;  tne  invading  authorities  being 
two,  and  at  the  same  time  aotmg  independently 
of  each  other!  So  mnch  for  t£e  effect  of  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  Oongreas  upon  the 
ri^ta  of  the  citizen.  Let  as  see,  in  the  state- 
ment o{  a  plain  exsm^e,  how  the  jniisdiction 
and  anthority  of  the  States  may  l^e  interfered 
with.  In  the  Stat«  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  in  part,  and  I  refer  to  that  State 
merely  becaose  I  am  better  acquainted  with 
her  mnnidpal  regulations  than  with  those  of 
any  other,  the  public  interest  has  been  found 
to  he  best  consulted  by  committing  to  a  court, 
in  each  county,  composed  of  theinstioes  of  the 
peace  in  each,  the  power  not  only  of  ordering 
the  opening  of  any  new  rood,  but  to  alter  or 
disoontinne  altcnether  any  old  roail,  if,  in  their 
opinicm,  the  poblio  interest  required  such  an 


of  their  power.  If  the  property  of  aar 
citizen  is,  in  any  case,  supposed  to  be  iojnred, 
by  opening  a  road  over  it,  a  form  of  aweesment, 
by  his  n^hbors,  of  the  damage  he  may  have 
snst^ed,  is  prescribed  by  law,  which,  in 
general,  eecores  lum  a  ^r  remuneralian. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  policy  in  relation 
to  roads,  in  that  State,  the  joint  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  population  of  all  the  conn- 
ties  in  the  State  have  been  promoted  by  roads 
leading  from  one  county  to  another,  and  the 
interest  and  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  a^oining 
States  have  always  been  attended  to,  in  keeping 
up  roads  leading  to  and  from  each  other.  The 
citizens  of  that  State  have  not  heretofore  sup- 
posed  that  any  power,  eioept  their  own  Legis- 
lature, could  compel  them  to  contribute  to  the 
public  welfare,  in  the  opening  of  roads  throu^ 
their  &xwa ;  nor  have  uiey  supposed  that  they 
could  he  made  liable  to  pay  any  other  foes  or 
tolls  for  the  use  of  any  road  in  that  State,  than 
such  as  might  be  ordained  by  their  own  State 
Legislature.  Ithas never  ent^edinto  the  heads 
of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  that  State  that  the  entire  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  public  roads  might  be  defeated  and 
annuUed  by  any  other  anthority  whatever. 
The  same  view,  I  presume,  in  substance,  might 
be  presented,  in  relatiop  to  the  road  police  of 
every  other  State  of  the  Union.  From  what 
I  have  said,  it  will  readily  occur  to  every  one 
that  serious  collisions  might  arise  between  the 
Federal  and  State  authorities,  if  this  power  is 
assnmed  by  Congrees.  It  will  also  be  perceived 
that  an  attempt  to  convert  Oongress  into  a  gen- 
eral turnpike  and  canal  company  for  all  the 
States,  with  the  privilege  to  take  the  property 
of  the  wtizen  and  to  levy  tolls  at  its  discretion, 
would  not  be  likely  to  meet  with  a  favorable 
reception  in  any  of  the  States,  upon  a  first  in- 
troduction. I  will  presently  show  that  the 
prqjected  system  of  Internal  Improvements 
possesses  an  inherent  quality,  which  causes  it  to 
he  regarded  with  leas  alarm,  upon  a  near  ap- 
proatSi ;  and  Low,  by  holding  out  the  lure  of 
immediate  and  tangible  interest,  it  is  enabled  to 
triumph  over  the  influences  of  the  lasting  and 
more  important  benefits  to  i>e  expected  frtun 
an  adherence  to  prindple. 

But  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  this  part  of  the 
subject  without  noticing  the  ^neral  doctrine 
which  I  Lave  heard  advanced  m  support  of  the 


may  be  required  in  the  execution  of  this 
BTBtem  of  Internal  Improvement  It  is  said 
this  n^y  be  done  nnder  what  is  technically  called 
the  "  right  of  eminent  domain,"  or  the  riglit 
which  every  form  of  poliUcal  society  possesses, 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  to  the  use  of  all  the 
property  of  all  the  individuals  entitled  to  pro- 
tection nnder  it,  for  the  support  and  protection 
of  the  whole.  The  correctness  of  the  position, 
as  a  general  doctrine,  I  donot.deny;  but  I  coa- 
tend  it  hag  no  qiplioati<»i  to  the  preaaat  qnw- 
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tion.  When  the  people,  or  the  Sutee,  (and  it 
ia  innnateriftl  to  my  argument  which  of  them,) 
formed  and  became  bonnd  bj  the  present  oon- 
stitntion,  thejr  act^d  under  a  sense  of  the  ne- 
cesearjr  existence  of  naoh  a  right  as  ia  contend- 
ed for ;  but  it  vaa  a  great  and  capital  con- 
sideration with  them  to  gnard  the  exercise  of 
it  affaiaat  those  abnsea  which  had  charBCI«rized 
tCl  Dad  piyemmenta,  and  which  they  knew 
would  disting^aiah  this  one,  if  tliey  did  not 
carefnlly  define  and  limit  it  in  snoh  a  manner 
that  Congress  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  the 
property  of  a  portion  of  the  citiiena,  under  the 
pretext  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  so,  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  or  secure  the  protection  of 
the  whole  commonity.  The  oonstitntion  limits 
the  manner  of  exercising  this  right  of  taxation, 
direct  and  indirect,  and  secures  the  citizen 
against  nneqnal  exacUons,  by  providing  that  all 
taxes  shall  tie  imiform.  The  property  of  the 
citizen,  taken  in  the  exercise  of  this  right  of 
eminent  domun,  in  this  oonntry,  or  indeed  in 
any  oonntry,  cannot  be  refunded  in  any  other 
way  than  t^  securing  to  him  that  eqoal  protec- 
tion, and  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  of 
that  form  of  government,  which  it  may  ho  his 
lot  or  hia  choice  to  be  snbject  to,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  which  he  is  bound  not  only  to 
yield  up  the  whole  of  his  property,  but  his  life 
slsio.  That  clause  of  the  constitntion,  therefore, 
wbioh  provides  that  private  property  shall  not 
be  taken  for  pablio  use  without  Jnst  compensa- 
tion, must  refer  to  some  of  those  irregular  in- 
VBMons  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen  inseparable 
ttom  the  operation  of  the  Ckivemment,  and  not 
to  that  appropriation  of  his  property  to  public 
nsea,  which  ia  expressly  allowed  by  the  consti- 
tation,  and  which  is  not  the  subject  of  compen- 
sation in  money.  It  provides  a  compensation 
for  those  violations  of  private  property  which 
ore  snre  to  result  from  a  stat«  of  war.  Onr 
armies,  in  carrying  on  war,  in  our  own  territo- 
ries, are  often  driven,  by  necessity,  to  seize 
npon  mnnitions  of  war,  and  provisions  for  sub- 
Bstencc^  in  the  hands  of  prival«  citizens,  with- 
out their  consent,  which  can  only  be  justified 
by  that  poramonnt  law  of  self-preservation  at- 
tscbing  bo  oolleotive  Tnassee  of  men,  as  well  as 
to  individnals,  strengthened  in  this  case  by  the 
oonaideration  that,  in  I^e  army,  while  in  actual 
service,  all  the  active  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  concentrated,  and  they  are  thos 
charged,  for  tlie  time,  with  the  common  defence 
and  protection  of  the  whole  conntry.  Onr 
anniea,  fiagranU  bello,  are  justifled  npon  Mmilar 
priDciplts,  in  violating  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
by  opening  roads  through  fields  and  private 
forests,  in  pursuit  of  or  in  retreating  from  an 
enemy,  and  these  are  the  only  roads  which  con 
be  properly  denominated  military  roads — roads 
growing  ont  of  the  necessities  of  war  and  made 
by  the  soldiery. 

Bat4t  is  said  that  Gongress  being  vested  with 
the  war-making  power,  and  chai^d  with  tbe 
oommon  defence,  yon  would  strip  tbe 
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of  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  defence  if 
yon  deny  to  the  Federal  Government  this 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  A  time  of 
peace  is  said  to  be  the  proper  time  to  prepare 
for  war.  Let  ns  examine  whether  the  Feaeral 
Qoavention  did  not  have  this  matter  of  defensive 
preparation  in  view,  when  they  agreed  upon 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  whether 
they  did  not  point  out  and  limit  the  authority 
which  Congress  shoold  exercise  over  the  terri- 
tory of  the  States,  to  Beoore  that  object.  Forts, 
magazines,  dockyards,  and  other  buildinga,  it 
was  foreseen,  woold  be  essential  requisites  in  the 
execution  of  the  duty  of  making  war,  and  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence ;  and  it  waa 
perceived  that  something  more  than  the  mere 
transitory  right  of  occupying  the  territory  of 
the  States  with  our  armies,  in  time  of  war, 
might  t>e  necessary  to  be  vested  in  Congress 
over  such  places,  as  ahould  be  selected  for  the 
purposes  of  permanent  fortifications  and  supply ; 
and,  therefore,  tbe  power  waa  giren  to  Con- 
gress to  exerdBe  eicIuMve  jurisdiction  over  all 
such  places,  with  the  anent  of  the  Stat«a.  If 
Congress  has  not  tliought  proper  to  exercise 
such  Jnrisdiotion  over  any  of  them,  it  only 
shows  tliat  more  power  was  ^ven  than  waa 
necessary  to  secure  the  objects  intended.  It 
was  thought,  also,  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
Federal  Legislature  should  be  free  Irom  tbe  in- 
terraption  or  influence  of  theStat^  authorildes: 
therefore,  it  was  provided  that  Congress  should 
have  ezolusive  jurisdiction  over  these  t«n  miles 
square. 

These  provisions  of  the  constitution  are 
clearly  nugatory  and  Inojjerative,  if  Congress 
may  assume  any  legislative  power  over  the 
territory  of  the  States,  fbr  any  otber  purpose. 
The  argument  is,  that  the  country  cannot  be 
pat  in  a  complete  state  of  defence,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  jurisdiction  over  tiie  sit«s  of  forts,  Ac; 
and  it  is  contended  that,  in  the  discharge  of 
that  duty,  Congress  mutt  assume  jurisdiction 
over  as  mnch  more  of  tJie  territory  i^  the  Statea 
as  will  be  required  in  the  construction  of  each 
roads  and  canals  as  may  he  thought  necessary 
to  the  common  defence.  Uay  not  gentiemen, 
with  the  same  propriety,  contend  that,  if  Con- 
gress shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  purposes  for 
which  a  power  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  waa 
given  over  these  ten  miles  square,  have  not  been 
secured,  the  right  to  add  another  ten  to  them 
maybe  implied)  Tbe  argument  I  have  ad- 
vanced is  not  impugned  by  the  exercise  of 
legislative  authority  over  the  public  domain, 
in  the  new  States.  That  power  is  expresaljr 
given  by  the  constitution ;  besides,  it  ia  only  a 

Eronriotary  interest  which  the  United  States 
ola  in  these  lands.  I  will  make  one  other 
remark  upon  this  point,  and  I  shall  have  done 
with  it;  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  upon  the 
subject  of  the  value  of  the  roads  and  canals 
proposed  to  be  oonstructed,  in  a  military  point 
of  view.  It  does  seem  to  ma  that  a  very  mis- 
taken notion  prevails  upon  tiiis  snl^eet    I  ham 
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no  BzperieDce  in  militAry  operAtiona,  bnt  I  do 
not  beliera  that  aaj  at  the  great  roads  now 
projected  ore  ever  to  be  of  an;  losterial  advau- 
tase  to  the  conatrj  in  time  of  var ;  and  if  our 
neigbbon  were  Bomewhot  stroager  than  they 
are  now,  or  are  ever  likely  to  be,  I  think  it 
ooold  be  deiiioii£trat«d  that  it  would  be  alto- 
gether problematical,  and  that  it  wooid  depend 
on  man;  contingencies,  whether  the  great  roads 

Sropoaed  to  be  made  from  the  centre,  in  the 
ireotion  of  the  most  exposed  points  of  onr 
frontier,  may  sot  be  more  oaefnl  to  onr  enemies 
than  to  onrselves.  I  know  that  many  gentle- 
men may  regard  it  as  perfecUy  ridioulons,  and 
even  degrading  to  onr  national  character,  to 
nippose  that  any  foreign  enemy  will  ever  have 
the  impudence  to  att«mpt  to  penetrate  the  in- 
terior of  oar  oonntry ;  1  hope  it  never  may  be 
in  the  power  of  an  enemy  to  sacceed  in  any 
snch  attempt ;  bnt  I  mnet  &ay  that  this  is  inaas- 
piciona  gronnd  apon  which  to  indulge  any  ancb 
prond  anticipationfl  of  onr  power  and  good  for- 


VKDsxaDAT,  February  11. 
Counting  of  Electoral  Tota. 

It  being  now  twelve  o'clock,  the  Speaker 
annonnoea  the  spedal  order  of  Uie  day,  which 
was  the  opening  and  conntiog  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  Freudent  of  the  United 
Btates :  whereupon, 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  moved  that  the  Clerk  an- 
aoQoce  to  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  was  ready, 
on  its  part,  to  proceed  to  that  dnty. 

The  mo^on  being  agreed  to — 

The  Clerk  left  the  Uonse,  and  seats  having 
been  prepared  for  the  Senate  in  the  vacant 
spaoe  in  ih>nt  of  the  Clerk's  table,  they  soon 
after  entered  the  hall,  with  the  Viob  PiiBeiDBHT 
at  their  head,  preceded  by  the  Secretary  and 
Sergeant-at-ArmB  of  the  Senate. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
signed them,  and  the  Vioi  PsEaiDENT  had 
•Mted  himelf  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Sfbaekb, 
the  tellers,  viz :  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Ti.zKwBix,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  P.  P.  Babbodb  and  Vau  RBNsaELAfB, 
took  their  places  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Viox  PBKaiDBKT  then,  having  before  him 
tiie  packets  received,  one  copy  by  express,  and 
one  thronoh  the  post  offlc&  from  the  several 
States,  took  up  those  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
vid,  annonncing  to  the  Senators  and  Bepre- 
sentatives  that  £ose  packets  had  been  certified, 
by  the  Delegation  fii^m  Maine,  to  contain  the 
votes  of  that  State  for  Pre»dent  and  Vice 
President,  proceeded  to  break  the  seals,  and 
then  handed  over  the  packets  to  the  tellers, 
who  opened  and  read  them  at  length.  The 
aame  process  was  repeated,  ontil  all  the 
packets  had  been  opened  and  read ;  when, 

Mr.  TiziwELL,  retiring  to  some  distance 
from  0)6  Chair,  read  the  ntllowing  report ; 


BEGAPITULATIOH. 
fir  Pniidtnt. 
ANDBtw  Jacison,  of  Tennessce, 
John  Quihct  Adams,  of  Husachiuettg^ 

For  7ia  JhttidetU. 
JoaK  C.  Calbodn,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  . 
KicHARn  KcsH,  of  Fentujlrania,      .    . 
Wm.  Buitn,  of  South  OuvUna,    .    .    . 


sei 

The  result  of  the  election  was  then  agun  read 
by  the  Vioa  PBEsnuNT,  who,  therenpon,  aaid: 

I  therefore  declare  that  Andrew  Jaozsoit  is 
duly  elected  President  of  the  United  Statee  for 
four  years,  from  the  fonrtli  day  of  March  next, 
and  JoBH  C.  Oalhock  Is  dnly  elected  Vioe 
President  for  the  same  period. 

The  Senate  then  retired. 


Thubsdai,  Febmary  IS. 
I'retiJmt  £lMt. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboitb,  ftom  the  Joint  Committee 
appointed  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  ex- 
amining and  connting  the  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  dection, 
reported  the  following  resolntion : 

Bnoivtd,  TbAt  a  committee  of  one  men^wr  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  that  body  to  Join  a  aommit- 
tee  of  two  members  of  tbe  Hpose  of  IIept«Mnla- 
tires,  to  ^  appohited  by  thu  Hona^  to  wait  on 
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AnnEW  Jaouoh,  of  TsDDUiee,  uid  to  noti^  him 
tint  he  hu  bean  dtUj  sleeted  Fretideat  of  tbe 
United  Btklet  ftir  four  jeuo,  cominenclDg  with  the 
4th  of  Huch  next. 

A  mesMge  was  then  reowTod  froiD  the  Senate, 
Dotif]fuig  the  agroemeat  of  the  Senate  to  the 
resolution  recommended  tj  Uie  Joint  Com- 
mittee. 

The  reeolntioD  waa  then  taken  np  hy  tbe 
House,  and  aidopted,  and  Mr.  Hauiltok  and 
ICr.  Bbll  were  qipointed  the  Oommlttee  on 
tho  part  of  the  House. 

H0K111.T,  Fehrnar;  16. 
ChmbtrJand  Soad. 

This  hiS  being  agtun  taken  ap — 

Ifr.  T.  R.  UiTOHBLL,  of  Soath  Oarolina,  then 
took  the  floor,  and  said  that  the  great  lengtti  of 
the  diBCossion  most  hare  exhausted  the  patianoe 
of  the  Eonfte,  and  rendered  it  necessary  that 
he  ahanld  apologise  for  the  farther  tax  which 
he  was  about  to  impose  npoo  it.  He  assnred 
the  Honae  that  he  made  the  attempt  with  nn- 
feigned  relnotanoe.  I  do  not  speak  with  tbe 
hope  of  making  a  convert,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  for  on 
a  snbiect  so  freqnentlj'  diaonsaed,  and  bo  pro- 
fonndly  examined,  who  has  not  made  up  his 
mind  I  I  do  not  speak  for  the  sake  of  exhibi- 
tion; for  talents  infinitely  soperior  to  mine 
ooold  give  neither  noreltj  nor  omament  to 
a  theme  so  threadbare.  Bat  I  sp^k  at  the  per- 
emptory instance  of  my  consCitnents,  who 
flOQsider  the  power  involved  in  the  amendment 
as  nnoonstitntional,  and  fatal  to  their  liberties' 
and  dum  it  as  their  privilege  to  protest  and 
remonBtrste  agtunst  it^  exorcise  by  yon.  In  a 
serice  of  resolations  snbmitted  by  their  Legis- 
latore  to  this  House,  at  the  lost  session,  and 
•nggeeted  by  them,  yon  are  called  on,  in  the 
stem  and  impassioned  langoage  of  freemen,  to 
retrace  yonr  steps ;  to  abandon  that  which  yon 
cannot  Jostly  hold;  and  to  relieve  their  minds 
from  those  gloomy  forebodings  to  which  the  as- 
smnption  of  this  power  natnral^  gives  rise.  In 
obedienoe  to  their  will,  I  shaU,  therefore,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  present  their  views. 

What,  sir.  does  this  amendment  propose) 
Why,  that  tnis  Government  shonld  cede,  npon 
oerwn  oonditions,  to  the  States  of  Tirginia, 
Harylond,  sod  FeunsylTUiia,  any  properly 
which  it  has  in  the  Onmberland  road.  And 
the  important  quMtdon  which  here  snggeets 
bad!  is,  whether  this  Government  has  any 
property  in  the  road  ?  for,  if  it  has  not,  tbe 
amendment  will,  of  course,  fall  to  the  gromid. 
I^  sir,  we  have  any  property  In  this  road,  it 
most  be  derived  from  one  of  two  sources : 
«ther  from  the  ^rant  of  those  States,  made  by 
acta  of  their  Legislatures,  or  by  a  power  given 
to  OS  by  tiie  constitntlon  to  make  roads.  Now, 
rir,  if  we  examine  the  act  of  Oongrese  under 
wbtch  thia  OombQiiand  road  was  made,  and 
eompare  it  with  the  correapondiitg  acts  of  Mtuy- 
Und,  YitglmA,  and  Pennsyslvama,  we  will  be 


convinced  that  it  was  neither  the  intention  of 
Oongress  to  obtidn,  nor  the  intention  of  the 
Stat«s  to  grant  any  interest  in  the  road.  The 
act  of  Congress  mmply  requires  lie  Prewdent 
to  adopt  the  most  effectual  means  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  those  States  that  he  should  "  cause 
the  road  to  be  laid  out  and  completed  within 
their  respective  territories."  No  cession  of  sov- 
ereignty over  the  soil,  nor  proprietary  interest 
in  it,  was  demanded  by  the  Qovemment ;  the 
only  boon  which  it  sought  was  simply  an  au- 
thority to  make  the  roEid  within  their  Jurisdic- 
tions. A  road  leading  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
waters  of  the  Miseisaippi  was  considered  an  ob- 
ject of  great  national  importance ;  it  would 
promote  the  personal  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  it  would  give  rise  to  a  profitaUe  com- 
merce lietween  the  East  and  the  West;  and, 
above  all,  it  would  perpetnate  the  Union  of  the 
States.  Oongress  thought  it  would  be  only 
necessary  for  thsm  to  mue  the  road,  as  the  in~ 
terests  (k  the  States  would  induce  (hem  to  keep 
it  in  repair.  The  act  of  Uarvland,  in  answer 
to  this  application,  is  eroressed  with  the  most 
oiroumspect  preciuon.  It  simply  "authorizes" 
the  President  to  cause  the  said  road  "  to  l>e 
laid  out,  opened,  and  improved,  in  such  a  way 
and  manner  hb,  by  the  Wore  recited  aot  of 
Congress,  is  reqnirad  and  direct«d."  Nothing 
more  is  here  granted  to  Oongresa  than  a  bare 
naked  authority  to  lay  out  and  make  the  road. 
The  act  of  Pennsylvania  is,  if  possible,  mora 
conclnsive  to  this  effect.  The  title  of  that  act 
is,  "  An  aot  authoriang  the  President  to  open 
a  road  through  that  part  of  this  State  lying  oe- 
tween  CnmlMrland,  in  the  State  of  Uaryland, 
and  the  Ohio  Kiver."  The  first  section  author- 
izes the  "  President  to  canse  so  much  of  the 
said  road  as  will  be  within  the  State  to  be 
opened,  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessatr  the  said 
road  should  pass  throngh  this  State."  And  to 
prove  that  Pennsylvania  did  not  consider  the 
ffrant  of  this  anthority  as  involving  any  interest 
in  the  land,  a  second  section  is  sulriohied,  ^v- 
ing  a  right  of  entry  on  the  land  to  tbe  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Preddent  to  lay  out 
tbe  road.  Why  grant  a  right  of  entry  to  the 
conunisaiooers,  if  she  had  ceded  to  the  United 
Statea  either  a  sovereign  jnrisdiotion  over  the 
soil,  or  an  interest  of  any  description  in  itt 
The  most  precarious  and  limited  estate  in  lands 
— a  mere  tenancy  at  will — carries  with  it  a 
right  of  entry.  We  cannot  attribute  so  much 
ignorance,  so  much  folly,  to  an  assembly  so  dis- 
tmguished  fbr  its  wisdom  as  the  Le^slature  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  snppoee,  for  a  moment,  that, 
in  one  seolion,  she  snonld  have  ceded  an  in- 
terest In  the  ^ds,  and  in  the  next  she  should 
have  granted  a  right  of  entry.  In  further  em- 
boli of  this  oonstroction  of  these  acts,  I  omr 
the  political  opinions  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  who 
sanctioned  the  act  of  Congress.  No  man  wM 
more  delicate  with  regard  to  the  soil,  nor  more 
devoted  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  than 
this  immortal  patriot  fiad  he  obtdned  an  in- 
terest In  the  mjil,  from  those  States,  it  wmdd 
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have  b«en  in  oppoaiticin  to  the  prinoiplea  "by 
which  he  had  been  elevated  to  the  Chief  Mag- 
istracy, and  for  the  preservatioD  of  which  He 
had  Bacriflced  hie  seat  in  the  cabinet  of  Presi- 
dent Washington.  To  go  as  fiv  as  he  did,  to 
appropriate  mone;  to  malce  the  road,  was  a 
fondamental  error,  which  oan  be  explained  ooi^ 
hj  sappoBinr  that  his  imagination  misled  his 
Judgment ;  ^t,  convinced  of  the  necesaitj-  of 
Hn<£  a  oommontoation  between  the  East  and 
the  West,  and  dazzled  with  its  brilliant  advan- 
tagea,  he  did  not  esanune,  with  mffloient  oool- 
neoa,  the  exact  tendencj  of  the  measure  with 
regard  to  the  consdtntion. 

Bat  we  aU  have  to  deplore  this  error.  It  has 
given  rise  to  a  new  theoij.  mider  which,  in  a 
iobMqnent  adminiBtration,  (tnat  of  Mr.  Konroe,) 
millions  have  been  lavished,  for  no  other  por- 

Ctban  to  porchase  aspiring  men,  or  ooncil- 
adverse  sections.  Mr.  Monroe,  aSrtii  to 
abandon  the  doctrine  that  we  have  no  oonstitD- 
tional  power  to  make  roads,  lest  he  should  dis- 
cffeot  tie  party  by  which  he  had  been  sapport- 
ed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  anxions  to  meet  the 
views  and  promote  the  interests  of  his  adver- 
saries, took  advantage  of  this  error  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's to  establish  a  new  eonstrnotioa  on  this 
■object,  which  is  even  more  dangerous,  as  it  is 
more  insidious,  thsn  an  open  nnqoslified  saser- 
Uon  of  the  power.  Professing  the  greatest  re- 
spect for  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  snd  the 
■acredness  of  their  soil,  the  United  States,  says 
he,  has  no  power,  nnder  the  constitution,  to 
make  internal  improvemenCs :  I  will  sanction 
no  act  of  that  kind,  bat  they  can  aiipropriate 
money,  in  any  amonnt,  t«  snch  ondertokings, 
provided  they  be  of  anational  chsfacter.  Now, 
this  ia,  In  every  respect,  exceptionable.  If  we 
appropriate  money  to  the  oonatmction  of  a  road, 
we  certainly  shoiOd  have  a  control  over  it ;  we 
should  have  the  ^ower  to  establish  toll-gatea, 
to  keep  it  in  repau,  and  of  inflicting  peiulties 
6^  iimiries  done  to  it  Under  this  construc- 
tion, those  immense  Bnrveys  of  rentes  of  roads 
and  canals  have  been  made,  and  works  of  this 
kind  prqjected,  which,  if  they  were  nndertaken, 
will  cost  the  people  thonaands  of  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  if  not  undertaken,  will  be  mil- 
lions thrown  away,  in  employing  oar  engineers 
in  idle  peregrinations  from  one  part  of  tiie 
Union  to  another.  It  has  been  used  as  an  en- 
gine of  vile  and  oormpt  electioneering.  To 
conciliate  a  section,  the  administration  nas  no 
more  to  do  than  to  lay  off  a  road  or  canal  in 
It,  and  a  powerfol  party  is  immediately  form- 
ed in  tto  support.  The  whole  commonity  is 
benefited  by  it ;  those  who  undertake  oon- 
traati  for  execntiog  the  work ;  those  who  are 
employed  on  it  as  laborers ;  thopkeepers  and 
fanners  who  supply  them ;  in  fact,  it  is  show- 
ering on  them  so  mnch  unexpected  gold,  which 
all  scramble  for,  and  all  get  a  part  of.  Finally, 
if  the  oonstmction  which  I  nave  pnt  on  these 
acts  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  PeoDsylvania, 
benotooireot,  aUlangoage  ia  nnintellig^ble,  and 


TcxsDAT,  f  ebmary  17. 

Frtndmt  BUet. 

Upon  a  call  for  reporte  of  Select  Oonunit- 

Kr.  Haiultok,  of  South  Carolina,  sud  that 
he  rose  for  the  pnrposo  of  informing  the  Hoose 
that  the  committee  spptointed  to  meet  auch 
committee  as  the  Senate  might  appoint,  to 
notify  Akdksw  Jaoksok  of  hie  election  as  Pre^ 
ident  of  the  UQit«d  States  for  four  years,  to 
with  the  fourth  of  March  nexL  had 


discharged  this  dnty ;  and  that  the  F 
elect,  in  signi^ina  Ms  acceptance  of  this  office, 
had  expreesed  his  deep  sensibility  of  ita  re- 
sponmbilities,  and  his  gratitude  to  his  conntiy 
for  this  recent  proof  of  its  confidence.  He  haa, 
moreover,  requested  the  committee  to  oonvey 
to  their  respective  Honsea  the  asauranoee  of  hit 
high  consideration  and  regard. 


WxDNMniT,  Febmary  18, 
Cwaberlaitd  Soad. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mkrokb,  the  Hoose  to<^  up 
the  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repur  of  tu 
Cnmberland  road. 

Mr.  Mothj^ns  warned  gentiemen  that  the 
very  first  moment  he  perceived  any  attempt  to 
prolong  the  debate  on  this  bill,  he  should  im- 
mediateiy  move  for  the  conwderatioD  of  the  ap- 
propriation  bills. 

Mr.  Obiltos  delivered  his  sentimoitB  at 
length  in  oppontion  to  the  amendment,  and  in 
favor  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Alucahdeb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BuciuiiAN,  by  striking  out  that 
clause  in  it  which  makes  the  cession  of  the  road 
to  the  States  conditional  on  their  establishing 
toll-gates  to  keep  it  in  repiur. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Vaxoi  ofi^ed  the  ameDdmrat  which  he 
bod  before  submitted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  y.  briefly  expluned  his  reasons  for  oar- 
ing the  amendment.  It  was  Intended  merely 
to  secure  to  Ohio  her  rights,  shoold  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BuOHASiH  succeed,  agunst  which, 
however,  he  protested,  as  propomng  a  cesmtm 
which  was  not  warranted. 

The  amendment  of  Mr,  Tajiob  shared  the 
same  f^e  with  that  of  Mr.  AunuHDBit,  being 
neoatived  without  a  oonnt 

The  question  was  pnt  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  BnoHARAH,  and  dedded  by  yeaa  77, 
nays  IIS. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAK  then  moved  another  amend- 
ment as  follows : 

Strike  out  all  the  bill  and  ii 
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enter  Into  Boeh  amngements  with  the  States  of 
Ibrjland,  FeniujlTaiiii,  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  as  he 
may  deem  neoenuT,  for  the  purpoae  of  harine  toU- 
g>tee  erected,  nnder  the  autboritj  of  the  said  seT- 
eral  States,  apon  tha  Cumberland  road ;  and  col- 
laetliig  safflcieDt  toll  IheMupon  for  its  preBerratlon 
and  repair."  ^ 

He.  BnoHAHiH  add  that  his  olg«ot  vas  to 
get  rid  of  the  diScnlties  whioli  attended  the 
proposal  to  cede  the  road ;  and,  in  sapport  of 
dIb  amendment,  he  ^oted  a  clause  from  the 
HEOsage  of  President  Monroe,  sent  to  Oongresa 
at  the  time  ho  rejactod  the  Oomberland  road 
bill. 

Heasrs.'WmiB  and  Flotd  spoke  inoppoei- 
tioQ  to  the  second  amendment :  vherenpon,  it 
was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  QoRHAH  offered  the  amendment  which 
he  had  proposed  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  was  negatJTed — yeas  00, 
nays  129. 

Kr.  WioEUTrx,  believing  that  the  bill  could 
not  pass  both  Eonsea  if  clogged  with  a  pro- 
vision for  erecting  of  toU'gates  npon  the  road, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  flrat  seven  sections  of 
the  bin,  and  part  of  the  eighth  section,  being  all 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  toll-gates  and 
toll. 

Mr.  Vauoi  suggested  that  this  was,  in  ef- 
fect, the  some  proposition  as  bad  already  been 
offered  by  Mr.  Qoshaji,  and  r^ect«d. 

Tha  Spiaeib  replied,  that  that  was  a  m^:ter 
fbr  the  HoQH  to  Judge  on. 

The  form  of  the  proposition  was  different,  in- 
atmnoh  as  the  amendment  of  the  gentlomaa 
ttoTCL  Uasaachnsotts  went  to  strike  ont  the 
whole  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
then  to  insert ;  whereas  that  of  the  gentleman 
firom  Kentucky  proposes  only  to  stnke  oat  a 

rrt  of  the  bill,  and  to  leave  the  latter  part  of 
ontoncbed.  The  pr(q>08ition  waa,  therefbra, 
in  order. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  Wioelivr  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Akohib  renewed  the  motion  to  amend 
th«  bill,  which  hod  been  moved  and  withdrawn 
by  "Mr.  BroHutAX,  not  with  any  hope  that  it 
would  be  accepted,  bnt  merely  to  show  what, 
in  his  Judgment,  was  the  course  the  HouM 
ought  to  pnrme. 

Kr.  Babtlett,  after  adverting  to  the  time 
which  hod  been  ooDsumod  by  this  debate,  the 
importance  of  the  passage  of  the  Appropriation 
Bills,  and  the  few  open  days  of  the  session 
whiidi  yet  remuned,  now  movod  the  previous 
quOTtion,  and  the  coll  was  sustuned  by  the 
House — ayes  ISO,  and  the  mt^n  question  or- 
dered. 

The  m^  question  was  then  stated,  in  the 
following  form:  "Bhall  the  tnll  be  engrossed 
aad  read  a  third  time  t " 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAS. — Umn.  Samuel  Anderson,  Annatroog, 
Bailey,  Noyea  Barber,  Barker,  Barlow,  Barney, 
Baitlett,  Hartley,  I.  C.  Batea,  Beeeher,  Blake,  Brent, 


Buokner,  Barges,  Bntman,  Carter,  Chamber*,  Chit 
ton,  J.  Clark,  Condiot,  Coulter,  Crocket,  Crowuia- 
ahield,  John  Davenport,  Dickinsoa,  Donoui,  Dwight, 
Everett,  Findlar,  Fort,  Forward,  Gale,  Green,  Onr- 
ley,  Hodges,  Bout,  Ingenoll,  Jenninm,  Johnson, 
Kerr,  Lawrence,  Leffler,Letcher,  Little,  Lock,  Long, 
Lyon,  Hallary,  Hardndale,  Harrio,  Maxwdl,  Itc- 
DnfBe,  HcHatton,  HoEean,  UcLeon,  Mercer,  Her- 
wln,  UiUer,  Uiner,  John  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  New- 
ton, Orr.  Pearcs,  I^erson,  Plant,  Bamsay,  James  F. 
Bandolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 

Seant,  Bionickson,  Sloane,  Oliver  H.  Smith,  Sprague, 
prigg,  Stanberry,  J.  S.  SteTeDson,  Stewart,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Swift,  Sutherland,  Tracy,  Ebenezer 
Tucker,  Vance,  Van  Remaelaar,  Vamom,  Tinton, 
Wales,  Ward,  Wa^ington,  Whipple,  Whittlesey, 
James  Wibon,  Bpbraim  E.  WUson,  Wingate,  John 
Woods,  Wolf;  John  C.  Wright,  Tancey— lOS. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Addama,  Alexander,  Samuel/  0. 
Allen,  Robert  Allen,  Alston,  John  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Philip  P.  Barbour,  Baninger,  Baeaett,  Belden, 
Bell,  Blair,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carson,  Claiborne,  John  C.  Clark,  Conner, 
Culpeper,  Daniel,  Thonus  Davenport,  John  Davis, 
De  Graf^  Desha,  Dnyton,  Earll,  Floyd  of  Virrinia, 
Floyd  of  Georgia,  Ry,  Oarrow,  Gumer,  GoAam, 
Hallock,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Bobbie,  HoffcDan,  Inghaim,  Isacks,  Johns,  Eeesa, 
Eremer,  Leeompte,  IiM,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Marable, 
Markell,  Martin,  Haynord,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKee, 
Thomas  R.  Mitchell,  Thomas  P.  Hoore,  Oabri^ 
Moore,  Kuckolls,  CBiien,  Owen,  Phelpa,  Polk,  John 
Bandolph,  Ripley,  Rives,  Roan,  Sheppard,  Alexander 
Smith,  Sterigere,  Stower,  Taber,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Tliompaoo,  Trezvant,  S.  Tucker,  Turner,  Verplauck, 
Weema,  Wiokliffe,  Wilde,  WllUams,  John  J.  Wood, 
Bilaa  Wood,  Woodcock— el. 


Satdxdat,  February  91. 
The  HoDse  was  prindpally  ocoopied  this  day 
on  Qm  different  at^^oprution  bills. 

TnssDAT,  February  24, 
Etprintiag  t^f  PfAUe  DoewmenU. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  condderation  of 
the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Oom- 
mittM  on  tihe  Library. 

Rttalvtd,  That  sneh  of  the  Executive  Doca- 
menls,  and  Legislative  reports  of  the  House  of 
Repreaentativea,  as  are  important  to  be  preserved, 
f^om  the  flrat  to  the  tenth  Congress,  both  iaclusive, 
shall  be  selected  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  for 
publication,  and  sliall  be  printed  under  his  inspec- 
tion and  direction." 

Ur.  Wasd  offered  an  amendment  to  restrict 
the  expenditure  for  that  purpose  to  the  sum  of 
thirty  thoosand  dollars.    On  this  question, 

Mr.  WioKLiTFB  said  he  was  not  only  op- 
posed to  the  original  resolution,  offered  by  the 
member  of  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  BABUMaBK,) 
but  also  to  that  reported  by  uie  Committee  on 
the  Library,  even  with  the  restriction  upon  it, 
offered  by  the  member  from  New  York,  QSx. 
Wabd,}  which  proposes  to  limit  the  expenditure 
to  thirty  thousand  dollars.    Both  propodtiona 
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contemplated  on  eipeaditore  of  pnblic  money, 
useless  and  wastefiu,  without  anj  oorrespoad' 
ing  benefit.  He  regretted  that  the  member 
from  Kew  TdtIe  waa  not  in  his  seat.  If  he 
were  present,  (sjud  Mr.  W.,)  I  would  nrge  him 
to  withdraw  his  amendment,  to  give  plaoe  to 
one  I  have  prepared,  which  contemplates  an  in- 
qniry  into  the  nature,  character,  importance, 
and  probable  coat,  of  printing  Baca  of  the  pub- 
lic doouments  of  the  twenty-siz  years,  wnich 
it  be  deemed  adviaahle  to  reprint. 

I  am  (said  Hr.  W.)  oaUed  upon  to  meet  the 
proposition  as  it  now  stands ;  and  I  flatter  my- 
self that,  if  I  can  engage  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  this  House  for  a  short  time,  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  any  and  all,  who  are  open  to 
conviction,  that  tbis  resolntion  ooght  not  to 
pasa.  If  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  spend  the 
small  snm  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  because 
we  may  have  it  in  the  Treasury,  perhaps  by  a 
little  investigation  we  may  be  able  to  find  some 
other  object  upon  which  to  squander  it,  of  more 
importance  than  reprinting  the  mass  of  trash 
which  is  to  be  found  ia  the  old,  and,  I  might 
say,  useless  volomes  of  executive  and  legisla- 
tive reports  for  the  period  of  twenty-sii  years. 

The  member  from  North  Carolina  obtwoed 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  offer 
his  resolntion,  opon  stating  that  it  was  "  a  reso- 
lution which  merely  contemplated  the  printing 
of  some  docnments  which  were  necessary  to  be 
printed."  For  one,  1  consented  that  it  might 
t>e  introduced,  under  the  impression  that  it  re- 
lated to  some  bnsiness  before  the  IIouBe  neces- 
sary to  be  act«d  npon.  Amid  the  noise  and 
bustie  which  is  but  too  oonunon  in  this  Hall, 
when  the  resolution  waa  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  I  was  only  able  to  hear  the  words  thir- 
teenth Congress,  indnrive,  which  induced  me 
to  read  the  resolution  at  the  Clerk's  table ;  and 
I  confess  my  astonishment,  when  I  learned,  by 
its  phraseology,  that  it  contemplated  a  reprint- 
ing of  the  whole  documents,  executive  and  leg- 
islative, for  twenty-six  yaar^  without  regard 
to  their  importance,  and  recklosa  as  to  the  ex- 
pense. 

It  was  then  stated  by  a  gentleman  traai  Vir- 
ginia, (Hr.  Flotd,)  oonjeotnrally,  that  the  ex- 
pense would  be  equal  to  three  hundred  thou- 
eand  dollars.  The  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
oUna  gratnitonsly  ascribed  this  estimate  to  me 
when  ne  congratulated  himself  that  the  com- 
mittee bad  so  modified  his  proposition  that  the 
cost  waa  estimated  at  thirty  thonsand  dollars 
only.  And  this  sum  is  too  contemptible  in  the 
estimation  of  the  gentiemon  to  deserve  serious 
consideration.  His  surprise  is  excited  that  a 
resolntion  of  his,  which  only  oontemplates  the 
expenditure  of  thirty  thonsand  dollars,  should 
have  met  with  such  serious  (^position.  I  con 
assure  the  ^ntiemau  his  surprise  waa  not  great- 
er than  mine,  when  I  fonnd  that  one  portion 
of  this  House,  by  a  unanimity  unexampled, 
voted  against  the  reference  of  his  proposition 
to  a  committee  for  investigation.  They  seemed 
to  have  comprehended,  by  a  species  of  instinct, . 


the  object  of  the  resolution,  and  negatived  tlM 
motion  to  refer.  What  wu  the  reaotutiim  <rf 
the  gentieman  t  I  will  agun  call  his  own  at- 
tention and  that  of  the  House  to  it :  "  Rcaolred, 
that  the  usual  number  of  the  docnmenta  of  the 
House  of  RepresentaliTea,  ExecnUve  and  Lc^is- 
latire,  up  to  tUrtoenth  Oongress  indnriTc,  b« 
reprinted  under  the  direction  of  the  derk  of  itS^ 
House."  He  proposed  to  sabmit  nothing  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Olerk,  or  anybody  else. 
Bis  order  is  imperative ;  the  whole  were  to  be 
reprinted  at  an  expense  unlimited :  not  content 
with  a  BufEcient  nnmber  for  tte  nse  ofyour  li- 
brary, lest  the  sum  might  not  be  sufficiently 
large,  the  gentieman  desires  to  have  nx  hun- 
dred and  thirty  copies  of  each  document,  mak- 
ing, according  to  the  estimate  of  the  commit- 
tee, seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  vol- 
umes ;  a  good  fat  job  t  but  what  of  that  t  It 
is  paid  for  out  of  the  public  pnrse.  If  I  am 
not  grossly  deceived  (said  Mi.  W.)  in  the  esti- 
mate which  I  have  made,  the  expense  of  the 
printing  contemplated  by  the  resolution  aa 
offered  by  the  member  from  North  Carolina, 
will  greaUy  exceed  any  amount  which  he  hod 
oontemplated.  I  am  sure  if  that  gentltonan 
had  correctly  comprehended  the  extent  of  his 
resolution,  he  would  not  have  been  Burprised 
that  it  met  with  "  serious  oppontion  "  from 
some  members  in  this  House,  who  tiiink  it  a 
duty  which  they  owe  to  their  constituents,  to 
resist  any  and  every  proportion  to  increase 
the  expenditures  of  this  Government  unneces- 
sarily, I  know  it  is  an  invidious  task  here  for 
any  member  to  resist  a  proposition  which  eon- 
templates  an  expenditure  of  money,  I  have 
felt  It  a  Aatj  which  I  owed  to  those  who  have 
sent  me  here,  on  many  occasions  to  oppose 
what  I  believed  a  waste  of  public  money,  when, 


this  Hall.  I  have  endeavored  to  satisfy  myself^ 
since  this  subject  was  introduced,  whether  my 
first  impressions  were  correct ;  and  the  more  I 
have  investigated  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced 
of  its  utter  inutility. 

There  is  no  data  by  which  to  t«st  the  omoniit 
of  expense,  so  correct  as  the  sum  expended  for 
printmg  by  Conn^ess  for  the  years  embraced  in 
Hie  resolution.  Upon  reference  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  I  am  infbnned  by  a  letter  from  the 
Begistm-,  that  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of 
the  Treaanry  Office,  in  1814,  the  amount  paid 
for  printing  by  the  Honse  of  RepresentativeA 
does  not  appear  on  the  records  of  that  office^ 
prior  to  the  thirteenth  Congress.  By  the  state- 
ment of  that  officer,  which  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  the  amount  paid  for  printing  for  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  alone,  during  that 
Congress,  waa  thirty-three  thonsand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars  aod  thirty-three 
cents.  If  yon  will  make  the  deduction  for  the 
probable  amount  paid  for  printing  bills  and 
Joumsla,  say  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars  thirty-three  cents,  you  wiH 
find  that,  If  the  res<dalJon  (tf  the  member  tnta 
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North  Oaroliaa  had  been  mdopted,  the  eroense 
of  prindng  the  dooomenta  contempUted  bj  it, 
for  Utat  Oonsren  alone,  wonld  have  been  tbirt7 
thonsaad  dollan.  We  m^  fairly  estimate  the 
average  costs  for  printing  for  the  twenlrf-aii 
jeara  at  t«ii  thouBond  dollars  per  year.  AJid  if 
the  gentleman  will  aid  me  bj  Us  knowledge  of 
aritmuetio,  and  mnltdply  tea  thonsand  doUars, 
hy  tweoty-mi  yeari  he  will  discover,  what  I 
at  first  apprehended,  tiiat  his  resoliition  con- 
templated an  enMDdttnre  <rf  two  bnadred  and 
Kitj  thonsand  dollars,  to  print  old  doomnents 
of  no  possible  use  but  to  enonmber  your  shelves 
in  the  library.  The  gentleman,  looking  to  the 
great  pnblio  good  to  l>e  effected  by  thia  meas- 
ure, with  some  gravity  inqnires  of  na,  why  we 
"hi^le"  at  tMs  trifling,  insignificant  sum. 
Sir,  if  only  the  sam  of  thirty  thonsand  dollars 
is  to  be  expended,  I  wonld  advise  the  gentle- 
man (if  he  will  pardon  the  use  of  hia  own 
word)  to  "  higgle  a  little  while — long  enongh, 
at  least,  to  satisfy  ns  of  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  the  ezpenditore. 

Upon  a  proposition  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  so  large  a  snm  ont  of  the  contingent 
ftind  of  this  Honse,  it  might  not  be  onworthy 
of  ODT  attention,  or  time  needlessly  expended, 
to  retrospect  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
Honse,  for  the  last  seven  years,  to  see  with 
what  rapidity  they  have  increased.  If  we  were 
to  extend  onr  inquiries  farther,  and  examine 
the  oMects  of  eipenditnre,  and  the  causes 
which  nave  led  to  its  increase,  we  shall  find 
tiiem  mainly  to  be  the  quantity  of  nseleea  print- 

aof  documents  which  are  read  by  no  one, 
only  serve  the  purposes  of  grocery  and 
ahop-keepers,  after  tne  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress. 
In  1823,  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 

House  uaoonted  to        •        •      ,  • 
Of  whldi  som  wis  paid  for  printing 

1S24,        "  "  "  . 

Piintii^  -  -  -  - 

ISM,        -  .  .  . 

18S0,  contingent        ... 

1827,  paid  for  printing     - 

1827,  contingent         ... 


$87,844 

aa,8i4 

M,780 
!0,«99 

4S,0S1 


42,000 
89,631 
S0,{K)9 

1888,  contingent         -  -  .        B4,S39 

I  do  not  hazard  much  when  I  state  to  yon 
flie  average  amount  per  annum  paid  by  this 
Boose  for  printing  for  the  last  aeven  years  is 
eqnal  to  the  average  amonnt  per  anncm  for  the 
finit  tea  years  of  tbia  Government,  paid  for  the 
printing  done  for  every  department,  executive, ' 
I^islative,  and  jodicSal.  How  are  yon  to  check 
thu  evil  ?  for  an  evil  it  h  we  must  all  admit. 
The  only  safe  remedy  la  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
good  sense  and  sonnd  discretion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Douse,  by  revising  to  print  every  ' 
thing  as  a  matter  of  course.  As  an  humble 
meiM>er  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  it  waa 
toade  my  duty  to  investigate  this  samect  of 
printing,  and  to  sngsest  some  remedy  for  the 
abnae.  In  order  to  oiminish  the  expense,  that 
muoh-abnaed  Oonunittee  on  Betreacbment  re- 


ported a  resolution  altering,  in  some  manner, 
the  mode  of  printing  the  public  doeumenta. 
When  this  resolution  was  presented,  it  waa 
thought  a  small  business ;  some  genUemen 
erail^  as  if  their  dignity  contemned  the  effort ; 
and  the  well-directed  press  of  this  plaoe  at- 
tempted to  ridionle  that  portion  of  the  labors  of 
the  committee.  What  nas  been  the  effect  ol 
^at  reform!  Your  clerk  informs  yon,  by  a 
docnment  on  yov  table,  that  it  will  reduce  the 
expense  of  printing  annually  about  eight  tlioa- 
sand  dollars.  That  committee,  in  pursuing 
their  labors  at  the  present  session,  propose  one 
other  means  of  correcting  the  abuse,  and  that 
ia,  by  a  Standing  Committee  of  this  House  doc- 
uments and  ptq>ers  shall  be  first  examined,  who 
sbail  report  upon  the  propriety  of  printing,  and 
the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed. 


Wbdswday,  February  SB. 
Sipritttmff  qf  Ptiilie  Doeumtnti. 

Hr.  Babbinoeb  sud :  The  whole  substance 
of  his  resolution,  as  presented,  and  now  modi- 
fied, might  be  oompnsed  within  the  limits  of  a 
nntahell.  It  waa  a  mere  question  of  expe- 
diency, involving  no  question  of  principle.  It 
was  simply  whether  Qocuments  shall  be  now 
reprinted,  (for  reprinted  they  certainly  will  be,) 
which  formed  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try ;  aye,  the  foundation — the  very  comer  atone 
— the  entire  leraslative  history  of' the  times  to 
which  they  relate;  conttuning,  within  their 
compass,  all  the  principles  of  onr  polity,  and 
without  a  knowledge  or  which,  the  subsequent 
superstructure  is  l>aseless,  and  without  symme- 
try or  proportion.  It  was  a  qneation,  he  re- 
peated, whether  the  public  records  of  the  coun- 
try ahonld  remain  scattered  and  dispersed ;  a 
few  in  print,  and  a  few  in  manuscript,  and  for 
ten  years,  from  1793  to  1B08,  according  to  the 
report,  not  the  vestige  of  a  manuscript  copy, 
and  wnetjier  that  Hoose,  the  Qovemment,  and 
the  nation,  ahonld  be  wtUiout  a  ein^e  copy  of 
many  of  them. 

The  question  of  their  expense  was  merely  in- 
cidental;  although  it  was  desirable,  and  com- 
ported with  his  own  principles  of  action,  that 
it  should  meet  the  atrioteat  scrutiny.  The  But>- 
iect  of  that  scrutiny,  he  conld  not  but  felicitate 
himself^  had  been  taken  up  by  one  who  was 
not  of  the  least  celebrity  m  guarding  against 
needless  appropriations,  and  whose  attention 
waa  peculi^ly  devoted  to  mattera  connected 
with  the  public  expenditure.  The  formal  prep- 
arations of  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky  had 
oertMuly  alannM  him.  When  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
witnessed  the  formal  exhibition  of  volumes  of 
hooka,  and  heard  quoted  minntea,  reports,  in- 
dexes, and  copies  of  letters,  he  felt  startiedi 
He  really  began  to  apprehend  that  the  gentle- 
man was  correct ;  he  began  to  fear  that  he 
himael^  thoogh  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
did  not  understand  the  extent  of  it ;  that  he 
oould  not,  on  reflection,  ^)proTe  (rfit;  nay,  in- 
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deed,  he  was  almost  led  to  believe  tb&t  be  wte 
atterly  igaorant  of  the  mbject  in  all  ita  bear- 
ings and  relations.  Wben  there  appeared,  too, 
on  the  part  of  the  member  from  Kentnokj, 
Buoh  a  formidable  airajr  of  figws ;  wben  it 
waa  shown,  hy  an  aatnt«  calculation,  tbat  tlie 
ooBt  of  oarrring  the  resolntion  into  effect  would 
amonnt  to  two  hundred  and  sixtj  thousand 
dollara,  (tSeOjOOO,)  be  was,  he  repeated,  ready 
to  admit  that,  in  bringing  foriFBtii  the  resola- 
lion  in  qneetion,  he  bad  not  foreseea  the  eoor- 
mona  expense  which  the  project  InTolved,  and 
his  fears  were,  in  no  small  degree,  enhanced, 
by  the  gentleman's  repeated  profeBaionB  of  can- 
dor. But,  {Mr.  B.  continued,)  he  was  led,  by 
all  he  saw,  and  alt  he  heard,  to  review  his  prem- 
ises; and  it  wonld  be  found,  npon  Inyeatiga- 
tioa,  that  the  latter  calonlations  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wiokufpk,)  were  m  er- 
roneous as  his  former  statements  were  nn- 
fonnded.  The  gentleman  had  formed  his  eati- 
matea  by  the  expensee  of  a  few  particnlar  years, 
and  those  years  among  the  most  recent  of  the 
operations  of  this  Oovemment,  and  long  snbse- 
qnent  to  the  most  extreme  period  to  which  hia 
riMolntion  proposed  to  confine  ita  operations. 

Bir,  (continued  ICr.  B.,)  the  coat  of  printing, 
or  the  annual  increase  of  cost  for  the  last  t«n 
or  five  years,  form  no  data  fh)m  wbiob  to  esti- 
mate the  cost  of  printing  tbe  documents  coming 
within  the  scope  of  my  resolntion.  The  gen- 
tleman admits  that  the  annual  increase  hac 
been  eqnal  to  the  annual  cost  of  printing  for  the 
whole  Government,  for  the  first  ten  years.  Did 
the  gentleman  see  the  conclusion  which  wonld 
necessarily  result  from  such  premises  f  and, 
that  it  pnta  hia  whole  argument — witb  all  its 
accompaniments — books,  minutes,  indexes,  let- 
ters, all  to  flight ;  aye,  with  the  whole  array  of 
figures,  with  which  the  gentleman  so  sedulously 
fortified  himself  I  Ana  bo  show  moat  conclu- 
sively that  such  was  the  case,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  he 
wonld  presently  read  to  the  House,  aa  a  part  of 
his  argument,  a  statement  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Uassacbusotts,  (Mr.  Everett,)  Ohair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  the  Libru^,  bad 
kindly  prepared,  and  handed  to  him,  showing 
that  the  expenses  of  printing  for  both  Hooses 
of  the  first  ten  years  of  the  Government,  or 
rather  the  ten  years,  from  1798  to  1808,  did  not 
exceed  three  thousand;  nay,  he  wonld  say 
not  two  tbonsand  dollars  per  annum.  The 
member  from  Kentucky  bad  conoladed  his  re- 
marks upon  the  subject,  by  stating  that  ten, 
he  had  previously  said  twenty  thousand  dollars 
per  year,  would  he  necessary  for  the  execution 
of  the  project,  and  be  had  triumphantly  called 
upon  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  multiply  that  sum  by 
twenty-six  years,  and  ascertain  that  it  amount' 
nd  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
Now,  what  was  shown  by  the  statement  which 
he  held  in  his  hands  t  And  what  were  tbe  ex- 
penses of  the  Houses  during  ten  years  of  the 
time  referred  to  t  It  appeared  that  the  "  fire- 
wood, stationery,  printmg,  and  all  other  con- 
tdngent  expeiues  of  the  two  Houses,  amounted, 
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in  1798,  to  nine  tbonaaod  five  hnndrad  and 
fifty-two  dollars;  in  '91,  to  t«n  thonsasd  d<J- 
lars ;  in  'SO,  to  nine  tboasand  five  hnndred  dol- 
lan ;  in  '96,  to  eleven  tbonaand  dollars ;  io  'ST. 
twelve  thousand  doUers;  in  '68,  to  thirteen 
tbonsand  dollars ;  in  '99,  to  thirteen  thonaKod 
and  five  hundred  dollars,  &c.  Previous  to  '9S, 
the  charges  are  not  specifically  stated;"  bat 
we  are  leH  to  infer  that  they  were  withm  tbe 
limits  of  any  given  year  stUed.  Deduct  (Mr. 
B.  continued)  from  these  sums  the  probable 
amonnt  of  tbe  items  for  firewood,  for  statdon- 
ery,  for  all  other  contingent  expenses ;  bear  in 
mind,  also,  that  the  hills  and  journals  are  not 
to  be  included,  and  then  say  whether  the  ex- 
pense of  reprinting  the  documents,  coming 
within  tbe  scope  of  my  resolution,  would  be 
one-sixth,  or  even  one-tenth  of  the  whole 
obarge  I  Would  tbe  utmost  of  Ibe  expense  ex- 
ceed one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  f  It  was 
impossible  that  it  conld ;  and  he  wondered  tbat 
the  gentleman  fhnn  Kentucky,  wha  in  tbe 
course  of  his  observations,  had  so  empbolicaUy 
disclaimed  tdl  reference  to  persons,  should  have 
suffered  the  snt^ject  to  remun  uninvestigated 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  should  have  mada 
such  an  exaggerated  assertion,  (unintentional, 
no  doubt,)  ee  that  the  coat  of  the  printing 
wonld  amount  to  two  hundred  and  sxty  tbon- 
sand dollars. 


IfovDAT,  March  3. 
Tks  Ottmberltmd  Soad. 
The  Cumberland  road  bill  was  returned  from 
tbe  Senate  with  amendments,  which  went  to 
strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  tbe  erection  of  toll-gates. 

Mr.  MiBCEB  moved  that  this  House  do  disa- 
gree to  tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  earnestly  opposed  this  motioD. 
If  the  House  disagree,  the  appropriation  will  be 
lost,  and  the  road  become  impassable.  He  read 
a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  showing 
that  tbe  mail  and  travel  vrere  last  Spring  fre- 
|nently  forced  off  the  road,  through  famna. 
^e  friends  of  the  road  had  done  all  tney  could 
0  get  up  gates,  but  bad  failed.  This  monej 
would  now  do  more  good  than  double  tbe 
amonnt  a  year  benoe.  To  reject  the  bill  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  vote  of  nou'intercourse  bo- 
tween  the  East  and  West.  He  described  Uie 
resent  condition  of  tbe  road,  and  entreated  ita 
iends,  East  and  West,  to  concur  in  tbe  amend~ 
lents  of  tbe  Benate,  and  save  tbe  road  from 
total  destruction. 

Mr.  Stobbs  opposed  any  forther  appropria- 
tion for  tbe  repair  of  the  road,  unless  gates 
should  be  allowed,  as  tbe  means  of  proriding 
for  keeping  it  in  repair. 

Mr.  BARtirY  toos  the  same  ground  u  Mr. 
Stewabt. 

Mr,  BnoHANur  offered  an  anieDdment  pro- 
posing to  invest  the  Freradent  of  tbe  Umtod 
States  with  power  to  make  aa  airaogameDt 
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with  the  Statw  of  Peniu^vaniA,  JCaiyland,  and 
Yiii^U,  for  Uie  erectioD  of  gates  and  oolleo- 
tioD  of  toIL 

Ur.  B.  BSid  he  fett  as  friendlj  aa  taj  gentle- 
man  ia  the  House  to  the  appropriation  of  mone;r 
for  the  extension  of  the  Cumberland  road  to  the 
Kiseissippi.  He  would  Btate  the  single  reason 
why  he  felt  himself  compelled — he  wonld  Bay 
reluctantly  compelled — to  vote  against  this  bill. 
liie  House  had  reoeutly  determined  that  they 
voold  keep  the  Oumberland  road  in  repair  by 
erecting  toll-gates  upon  it,  uuder  the  authority 
of  the  Federal  GovernmenL    As  long  as  the 

G tension  continued  to  be  set  up,  which  he 
iered  to  be  both  dangerous  ana  unconstitn- 
tional,  he  could  not,  nor  wonld  not  vote  for 
the  oonBtmction  of  any  road  intended,  after  its 
completion,  to  be  thus  placed  nnder  tlie  jnris' 
diction  of  tjie  United  States. 

Mr.  VAiras  opposed  the  amendmenta,  on  the 
ground  that  the  House  could  not  authorUe  the 
President  to  do  what  it  had  decided  itself  to 
have  no  right  to  do.  Mr.  V.  then  demanded 
Hie  previous  qnestioo,  which  was  sustained  by 
tiie  House,  and  the  yeas  and  naya  were  de- 
manded by  Mr.  FoRWABD,  and  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  finally  put,  as  fbl- 
lowB :  "  Will  Uie  House  diaa^ee  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  this  bill!"  And  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fgllows— yeas  62,  naye  80, 

So  the  House  refused  to  disagree,  and  there- 
by the  Senate's  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

TciSDAT,  March  3. 
TJumit  to  the  £^l»r. 

Mr.  Aujcs,  of  Maasachusetta,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Saolved,  Th&t  the  th&nks  of  this  House  be  pre 
seated  to  tbe  Honorable  Ahdeiv  SraTZHSOH,  for 
the  able,  prompt,  and  digui&ed  muuier  vlth  which 
he  hu  preeided  oTer  its  deUbera^ons,  uid  pcrTorm- 
ed  the  important  and  arduous  duties  of  tbe  Chair. 

Mr.  Bbkbt  inquired  whether  the  ordinary 
mlea  of  order  applied  to  the  last  Ae,j  of  the  ses- 
aiont  The  Chau- decided  that  they  did.  Tbere- 
upoo,  Mr.  BxsTLBTX  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  resolution,  as  not  in  order,  and 
moved  to  suspend  tbe  rale  wiOi  req)eot  to  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

Tbe  Chais  (then  temporarily  occnpied  by 
ICr.  P.  P.  Baxbottb)  sud  that,  if  the  mies  of 
order  were  to  be  strictly  enforced  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  wonld^  of 
course,  be  out  of  order.  But,  it  was  the  view 
of  tbe  Ohair,  that  the  univerBal  practice  of  the 
Honae  had  decided  that  such  a  resolution  might 
b«  received  on  the  last  day  of  the  seasion, 
thongh  not  strictly  in  order,  and  that,  tliere- 
fore^  tbe  resolution  would  be  received. 

Mr.  Taluivbbo  sugKested  that  the  mlea  ._ 
order,  restJog  sa  they  did  on  Uie  Joint  action  of 
both  Honses,  terminated,  of  oonrae,  at  12  o'clock 
last  night,  when  the  action  of  the  two  Houses, 
in  respect  to  each  other,  also  terminated. 
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Mr.  Yaitob  observed  that  the  Chur  had  Just 
decided  that  the  mlea  of  order  do  apply  to  the 
last  day  of  tbe  session.  If  so,  thoy  on^^t  to 
apply  equally  on  both  sides ;  i^  under  the 
rules,  the  discussion  of  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  been  cnt 
abort  at  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  the  same 
rules  pervade  the  offering  of  a  new  resolation 

ilesa  nnanimous  consent  were  given,  or  the 

■eration  of  the  roles  suspended  by  the  will  of 

e  Honse. 

Mr.  BABBOuii  said  he  must  arrest  the  course 
of  these  remarks,  onlesa  an  appeal  was  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  Ohair. 

Mr.  Vaitob  declined  to  appeal,  but  Mr.  Bbxkt 
did  appeal  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Bbeut  supported  the  appeij  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  Mr.  Wbioht,  of  New  York, 
which  took  place  last  session.  It  had  always 
been  the  onstom,  when  each  a  resolution  as  tUa 
was  presented,  for  tbe  mover  te  ask  and  obtain 
leave  from  the  House  to  offer  it  The  Joumala 
wonld  show  that  Mr.  W.  had  done  so,  and  that 
leave  had  been  granted.  Leave  was  always 
given,  as  of  oonrse,  but  it  was  done  by  an  sict 
of  courtesy,  and  not  a  conoession  of  right. 

Mr.  Polk  referred  to  a  fact  which  took  place 
last  Congress,  and  furnished  a  case  precisely 
analogous  to  the  present,  when  a  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Saundebs,  on  the  subject  of 
printing,  had  regularly  occupied  tbe  House 
every  morning  for  a  long  coarse  of  time ;  and 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Wsioar)  had  spo- 
ken foor  or  five  mornings  in  relation  to  it,  and 
alter  his  remarka  had  been  cut  short  by  tbe  ex- 
piration of  the  hour,  and  he,  if  any  one,  waa 
entitied  to  the  floor,  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker  had,  aeverthelewi,  been  received 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Allev  Bud  that,  if  leave  had  been  asked, 
the  resolation  oonid  have  been  received  only 
by  oonrteey,  and  tlie  usage  of  the  House  had 
established  the  preoedent  that  a  resolntion  of 
this  peculiar  character  was  to  be  received  aa 
of  course,  at  the  close  of  the  aesaion.  Mr.  A, 
adverted  to  the  closing  scenes  of  a  session  aa 
calling,  in  an  especial  manner,  for  the  exercise 
of  good  feelings ;  and,  as  the  resolntion  he  had 
offered  waa  usual  and  customary,  he  hoped  It 
wonld  be  received  without  farther  debate. 

Mr.  EvxBxrr  said  he  hoped  the  appeal  would 
not  be  persevered  in,  as,  if  it  were,  that  It 
would  not  be  austuned.  Tbe  matter  had  been 
put  by  the  Chair  on  the  right  gronnd ;  tbe  re- 
ceiving snch  a  resolntion  was  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. A  member,  in  rising  to  offer  it,  would 
say,  of  course,  "  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  I 
offer  the  following  resolution ;  "  but  the  leave 
was  a  matter  of  course.  A&  to  the  resolution 
offered  on  the  subject  of  reprinting  the  doco- 
menta,  he  waa  as  Mendly  to  it  as  the  aentie* 
roan  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Yahcb)  could  be ;  hot  be 
believed  it  was  impracticable,  under  existing 
(urcnmstanceOj  to  effect  its  adoption,  and,  in 
the  mean  while,  he  waa  fovorable  to  the  prea* 
eat  resolution  also.   He  had  given  this  ezplaDft- 
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H.ar  K.] 

Hon  of  his  views,  beoanse  he  feared  that  the 
perfonaance  of  vhat  he  considered  a  domestic 
autr  [he  was  nndentood  aa  allnding  to  his  at- 
tendance  od  the  fimeral  of  Mrs.  Barnard] 
would  oall  him  from  the  Honae  before  the  finul 
vote  on  this  resolatlon. 

Mr.  Eaiolton  said,  that  the  Btrict«st  mlea 
int«Dded  for  the  government  of  gentlemen  were 
always  subject  to  be  modified  by  conrteay, 
when  the  modification  of  them  violated  no  es- 
tabUahed  right.  Since  be  had  eqioyed  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  that  floor,  he  bad  Known  in- 
atancas,  where,  after  the  orders  of  the  day  had 
been  proclaimed,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  House  had  declined  Koiiig  into 
committee,  a  resolation  of  this  kind  nad  been 
allowed  to  be  introduced.  It  referred  to  a 
gentleman  than  in  the  Chair,  (Mi.  Tatlob,)  for 
whom  be  was  free  to  confess  he  bad  no  polite 
ical  predilectione,  and  for  whom  be  had  sot 
voted.  This  be  considered  as  strong  ground  of 
precedent.  Dnring  the  first  boor,  the  Speaker 
wonld,  of  course,  be  himself  in  the  Obair,  and 
there  would  be  an  ohviona  indelioaoy  in  receiv- 
ing a  resolution  of  this  kind;  but  after  the 
Honae  got  to  business,  the  Speaker  frequently 
retired  from  the  Obair,  and  then  it  might  be 
offered  with  propriety.  As  to  the  anbjeot-mat- 
ter  of  the  resolution  itself,  it  was  perfectly  in 
order  for  any  member  to  oppose  it  if  he  thought 
the  thanks  not  merited,  and,  in  bo  doing,  to 
state  the  cases  in  which  he  supposed  the  Speak- 
er to  have  acted  with  impropnety.  If  snoh  an 
issue  were  made  on  the  present  occasion,  be 
h(^)ed  that  no  gentleman  wno  might  apprehend 
that  there  had  been  partiality  on  the  part  of 
the  Speaker,  would  abrmk  from  performing  bis 
doty  with  finnness. 

Mr.  Babnbt  suggested  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing the  appeal,  and  aaverted,  with  his 
usual  urbanity,  to  the  desirableness  of  entire 
hannonv  and  peace  at  the  parting  moments  of 
the  seesion. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
dedsion  of  the  Ohur  was  affirmeo,  by  yeas  and 
nays — S4  to  43. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed 
vote  of  thanka,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Panama  J}ootimmtti, 

AHeasage  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  cf  the  United  Btates,  transmitting  to 
Congress  a  copy  of  the  instraolions  preparea  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  fiimished  to  tike 
Uluisters  of  the  United  States  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  assembly  of  American  Plenipotentia- 
ries, first  held  at  Panama,  and  thence  trans- 
ferred to  Tacubaya. 

Mr.  TATI.OB  moved  to  lay  the  Mesaaga  and 
docnmenta  on  the  table,  and  to  print  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamllton,  the  qnestion 
was  divided. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SiOBBs  then  adverted  to  the  obligation 
Imposed  on  the  President  to  make  oommnnioa- 
tiooa  on  snoh  snl^ects  as  concern  the  Union, 
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and  to  reoommend  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress such  measorea  aa  be  shall  Judge  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  Hatnis  was  opposed  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  KudLTOir  sua  that  this  was  a  most  ex- 
traordinary  motion,  to  print  a  nonentity.  We 
have  not  the  instructions  before  m,  bat  have 
to  obtain  them  from  the  Senate.  What  power 
have  we  to  obtwn  them  from  the  Senate,  at 
the  moment  we  are  going  ont  of  pditioal  ex- 
istence t  Perbaps  the  omfideutial  seal  of  that 
body  waa  placed  upon  the  documents.  Ha 
thought  the  Panama  mibsion  waa  inumed,  and 
that,  we  had  attended  its  Ameral — that  it  had 

EDne  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  Camlets.  There 
od  been  an  attempt  to  entrap  the  other  House, 
and  it  was  a  good  scheme  to  send  it  to  thia 
House.  But  he  hoped  we  should  not  be  twice 
caught  in  the  same  snare.  He  called  upon  the 
House  to  come  up  and  rote,  and  asked  6a  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 

Mr.  Thoupbon  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered :  decided  in 
the  afGrmative,  aa  follows : 

TlAS. — UeBEis.  Adduns,  Aleiuider,  Robert  Al- 
len, Alston,  John  Anderson,  John  B.  Barbonr, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barlow,  Baitiuger  Bueett,  Blair, 
Cambraleog,  Carson,  John  C.  Ckrk,  Conner,  DviJel, 
Warren  B.  DaTis,  Desha,  Duncan,  Earil,  fladky, 
Floyd  of  Virginia,  Floyd  of  Geoma,  Fonrerd,  Fry, 
Qam>w,  Oreen,  Hillock,  Hall,  ^milton,  Harrey, 
Bsynes,  Hiuds,  Hobble,  HdDDan,  Hohnes,  Jsacks, 
JeDnlDSB,  Eeese,  ErstoeT,  Lecompte,  Lea,  UtiDg- 
■ton,  Hagee,  Varable,  McCoy,  HcDnffle,  HoHatton, 
HcEean,  Killer,  Johu  Hilcbell,  Thomaa  P.  Hoor*!, 
Hublenberg,  Orr,  Onnn,  Polk,  Ramsey,  Boane,  Biw- 
yer,  ^pperd,  Sunberrj,  SteTeoBon,  Stoirer,  Taber, 
Thompson,  Trezrant,  Turner,  Verplanck,  Ward, 
WickBffe,  John  J.  Wood,  Wolf;  Tance j— 73. 

Kits. — Heasrs.  Samuel  0.  Alleo,  Samuel  Ander- 
son, Archer,' Armstrong,  Bailey,  Baldirio,  Bartlett, 
Bartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Belden, 
Blake,  Brent,  Bryan,  Buckner,  Burgea,  Carter, 
James  Clark,  Condici  Coulter,  Cutpaper,  Drayton, 
Dwlght,  Fort,  Healey,  Hunt,  Johns,  Lawrence,  Letch- 
er, dttle,  Locke,  Long,  Lyon,  Harkell,  Uaitindale, 
Harrln,  KcInUre,  HcLean,  Miner,  ThoDia*  R.  Mitch- 
ell, Newton,  KuckoUs,  Peaice,  Reed,  Richardson, 
Russell,  Sergeant,  Sloans,  Smith,  Spragne,  Stewart, 
Storra,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Ttacy,  Vamum, 
Vinton,  Weema,  Whipple,  Wbittleaey,  Wilde,  WH- 
liuna,  J.  Wilson,  J.  Woods,  Woodcock,  John  C. 
Wright— M. 

Adjowmnent, 

Kr.  Wass  moved  the  usual  resolution,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform 
him  tiiat,  if  he  had  no  fiu-ther  message  to  send 
to  them,  the  two  Houses  were  ready  to  a^jonrn. 
The  resolution  was  ^reed  to,  and  Mr.  Wabd 
and  Mr.  Batsb,  of  Massaohusetta,  were  ^>- 
pointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  Waks,  from  the  Committee  of  thU 
House,  qipointed  to  w^t  on  tba  Fiwdent,  sab- 
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Mqnently  reported  that  the  oommittee  had  per- 
formed ihKt  dutj,  Mid  hod  reoeiTvd  for  soBwer, 
that  he  had  no  other  oommnnicatioQ  to  make 
to  this  Honse,  but  to  convey  to  everf  indi- 
Tidnal  member  his  wnoere  wish  of  health  and 
liapplDeaB.  ' 

A  Message  was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
it  that  this  Hoom  was  about  to  a^onm. 

Mr.  Hatnbs  moved  that  this  Honse  do  now 
a^om ;  irhioh  bmng  agreed  to, 

The  Spuzxb  a^oonied  tbe  Honse  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : 

QraTLmM:  The  moment  bkTing;  tnired  in 
which  I  am  about  to  U7  down  ibe  trust  witb  wTiich 
TOO  have  honored  me,  and  t^a  connectiona  which 
tuve  eziated  betireen  us  ara  to  ceue,  I  should  do 
Tiolence  to  the  feelings  which  no*  irura  mj  hesrt, 
if  I  did  not  adze  tbiit  ocoMJon  to  eipreas  mj  deep 
•ense  of  gratitude  for  jour  psst  confidence  and 
kindne^  end  the  flattering  proof  Just  pven,  of 
jonr  eonUnned  approbation  and  favor. 

Tiro  jeeis  hare  elapsed  dnoe  I  had  the  honor  of 
being  jdaced  in  this  chair.  This  period  of  service 
baa  twen  distinguished  bj  events  and  circninstances 
wdl  eatenlated  to  render  this  station,  not  only  one 
of  eztreue  delicacv,  but  severe  responmbiliCj  and 
labor.  Steady  and  tasting  applause ;  permanent  and 
w^d  reputation ;  can  omj  be  acquired  in  a  itatioD 


so  exalted,  by  an  undevlating  adherence  to  elevated 
principles,  and  by  a  manly,  nprtght,  and  indepen- 
deni  diBcbarKe  of  its  hirii  and  important  functions. 
Under  the  ii^ueoce  of  these  principles,  and  a  Just 
diffidence  in  my  own  qnaliflcattoni,  I  came  to  this 
chslr,  with  a  settled  determination  to  pursue  that 
conrse  which  sbould  lecure  to  me  the  testimony  of 
mj  own  mind,  and  the  approbation  of  every  just 
and  liberal  man.  That  my  efforts  have  not  been 
wholly  unavailing,  I  am  this  day  assured  by  the  re- 
newed evidence  of  the  kiodness  and  justice  of  the 
Honse.  I  receive  It  In  the  same  spirit  of  kindness 
in  which  it  has  been  offered,  and  shall  cherish  it 
throngh  life  with  feelicga  of  profound  respect  and 
the  deepest  gratitude. 

If,  gentlemen,  In  the  diacbarge  of  our  molti&riona 
duties ;  if,  amid  the  storm  and  strife  of  pastion  or 
of  party  ;  if,  under  the  influeDce  of  momentary  ei- 
cltemont  or  irritation,  any  thing  unkind  should  have 
been  said  or  done,  lot  ns,  I  entreat  yon,  endeavor  to 
forget  and  foi^ve  It,  and  let  our  separation  (with 
many  of  ns  long,  and  with  some  of  us  forever)  be 
in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will,  and  ss  become* 
the  RepresentatiTes  of  nrtnous  and  enligfalened 
iVeemen.  Tou  will  carry  with  yon,  gentlemen,  my 
prayers  for  continued  bleeaings  upon  onr  beloved 
country,  and  my  t>est  wishes  lOr  your  health,  pros- 
perity, and  hapjdneei. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  aimonnoe,  that  thie 
House  stands  a^'onmed  tint  lUt. 
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AlfDBEW  JACKBON,  of  Tennwee,  FrtMnL 
JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  of  South  Cwolina,  Vice  Pnaidtnt  (BerignMl  SStb  DeMmber,  1833. 


fMrviDriu^AXa.— MABtnVAaBvuit.orKew 
Tork.  HomiuUed  tnd  eonOnned  Slta  Hand),  IBSa. 
Beamed. — EDWisi>Liras8Mii,afIioid^miM,  [Ap- 
poioted  Mth  Haj,  ISSl,  In  netm  of  Um  Seiwta. 
Honduatioit  eondmed  ISth  Jumrr,  188S.1 

Beenlaritt  ef  llu  TVwmry. — Sakoil  D.  lasHilf, 
of  Petmsylraiua.  Nomioated  aod  confirmed  6th 
Much,  IB29.  Eeagned.— Louia  McLua,  of  Delv 
wmra,  [AppoiutcdethAugmt.lSSl,  In  recess  of  the 
Senate;  nomimtioD  couflrmed  ISth  January,  1B8S.] 

BtcntatuttfWar. — JoaK  H.  EiTON,  of  Tenneaaee, 
Ifominated  and  gonflrmed  9ch  Itarch,  1S29.  KeaigD- 
td. — Lbwis  Cam,  of  OUo.  [Appointed  TUi  AuguM, 
18SI,inTeaMaof theSenate.  HomlnatioD oonflnn«d 
80th  Deoember,  I8S1.] 


Steretariet  ^  O*  ^oiy.— Jomr  BuMOB,  of  North 
Candinm.  Nominated  and  confirmed  Kh  Vud, 
IBSe.  BerigDo± — Levi  WooDBtrkT,  of  N«w  Hup- 
shlr«.  [Appointed  SSd  Hay,  1881,  in  races  of  tin 
Senate.  Nomination  oonflmed  %1tix  Dee«iib«c, 
1881.] 

AMdMUtai-  GaMTuI.— WiLLUK  T.  Baut,  of  Km- 
tnekj.  NomtnalAd  and  oonfinned  »th  Uadii 
1880. 

AOornut  GvntroL — JoHM  HAOFHuaoa  Biaan^ 
of  Georgia.  Nominated  and  conflrmed  Sth  ICanh, 
ISiS.  lUmgned.— Boou  Bsoon  Takr,  of  Ibrr 
land.  [Appointed  HHh  Julj,  18B1,  in  raoMi  of  Hm 


PROCEEDINGS  DT  THE  SENATE  * 


MoRDAT,  December  1, 1829. 

At  noon,  the  Hoaorable  Samubl  Shtth,  of 
Uar^land,  Preeident  jiro  Uv^ort  of  the  Senate, 
took  the  chair.  The  roll  of  Senatera  hftving 
been  caUed  over  bj  Wai.tbb  Lowbib,  Esq., 
Becretuy  of  the  Senate,  it  appeared  that  thirt7- 
five  members  were  present. 

The  luakl  message  vas  sent  to  the  Honse  of 
BepreeeutatiTea,  notiiying  tb&t  a  qnonun  of  the 
Senate  had  assembled. 


Ur.    Wbitx  and  Ifr.  Sahtosd  were  tbea 
ippointed  a  committee  to  Join  the  ooDunittM 


TuxBDAT,  December  8. 
Mr.  WHrra  reported  ftoro  the  Jotat  Oom- 

loittee,  Ibat  they  had,  according  to  eder, 
waited  on  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  StsM, 


•LIBT  OF  1CEUBSB8  OF  THX  BSNATB. 
JfMiM— John  Holmta,  P*l(g  Spngne. 
Sam  SampMrn-«taniA  Bell,  LitI  Woodbacr. 
JCUMMtOMttl— NathuM  BUibea,  Dwaal  Wlhitar. 
CbwuMloiriL-Sunael  A  Foot,  CUtU  WiUer- 
lOudt  JWcmA— Hamuli  K  Koiglit,  Aihar  Bobbbu. 
Ftrmsnt-Dadl^  Ouh,  Horatla  fitrniosr. 
JTmo  r<ir£.— BMhu  Buftwd,  Cbiria  E.  Diiillar. 
JVmd  Jirttg.'-Tiuitatn  FrsllB^ajNu,  Uihloa  Dinkti- 


Htm  V"V«^  Iiiko  D.  Bunard, 
J>i{d«ar*.— John  H.  ClaytsB.    [Odo  THUiey.] 
JTarrEaiHt—Suanal  Smith,  Ei^dil  r,  ~~      ~ 


ViiVUtia.—'L.  W.  Tuoirdl,  John  T^«. 
Jfcrt*  OifTiHiKi.— JiUQ*.  Ir»dea    [OnoTMMiTJ 
SouOi  CbroHtto.— WillluD  Smith,  Bobtrt  Y.  HlJM. 
0Krrg{a.— George  U.  Troah  John  ForiTth. 
XtiitiKty.—iobji  'Bonn,  Qeorga  M.  flibb. 
niHUHM.— Hugh  L.  While,  FolLi  anndf. 
OUo.— Beslunln  Bugglw,  Jv»b  Bnnst 
£oiiMaiu.--Jod>h  B.  JobnRoo,  Edwxd  UrlDptoa. 
JuffmuL—WUllim  Hcndridn,  JunM  Koblo. 
Jdwtotppt— PoThAtUn  Ellli    [Omtk«i(T1 
JIUfufe—EUu  E.  Euo,  John  UoLub 
jUuboaia— John  HoKlnlor,  WIUIwd  B.  Kln» 
JHmhtI.— DstU  Bartoi^  Thomi*  H.  Bantsa. 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESS. 


7%»  PitMlaiet  Mmofft. 
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irho  replied  that  he  vould,  to-da,j,  at  18 
oVlock,  make  a  oommanioation  to  eaoh  Honw 
<tf  Oongress. 


SMta,  bf  Hr.  DoBXLBtor,  bia  Seoretarr. 
JUbw-aUicflU  s/  Ot  Benalt 

and  of  At  HottM  ofR^raaUali 

It  affiirdi  ua  pleasure  to  tender  mj  fiiendlj 
giaedniM  to  joa  on  tlw  occadoD  ^  four  auBmbfing 
at  the  Seat  of  aorerament,  to  enter  upon  the  Im- 
portant dndea  towhidijon  hare  been  eaDed  bjrtbe 
Toioa  of  our  oonntqrmen.  The  task  devolTea  on 
■e,  under  a  provision  of  the  conititntlaD,  to  pre- 
Mnt  to  700,  H  the  Federal  Le^alaturs  of  tweat;- 
ftnr  BOTBid^  Statea,  and  twelve  miUiona  of  happj 
people,  a  vieir  of  our  aflJura ;  and  to  propone  auch 
Duararea  aa,  in  the  discharge  of  mj  official  ftinctloiM, 
bave  ngpnted  themaalTea  aa  neoessar;  to  promote 
the  ot^eota  of  our  Union. 

In  cowmnnlcatlng  with  yon,  for  the  flnt  time,  It 
ia,  to  me,  a  aooriM  of  onleigned  aatlatkotlon,  ealliog 
for  mntoal  gratnlalioQ  and  devoit  tbanka  to  a 
benign  PrOTidance,  that  we  are  at  peace  with  all 
manldnd,  and  that  our  countrr  eihibita  the  moat 
ahearfaig  OTidenca  of  veneral  welihre  and  progrea- 
riTO  hnprorement.  Tarning  oar  eyes  to  other 
NatiOD*,  our  great  deiire  ia  to  bm  our  bietliren  of 
the  human  raoa  aecnred  in  the  bleaanga  ei^ojed  bj 
ovaelTes,  and  adrandng  fn  koowledge,  in  freedom, 
and  Id  aocial  happineea. 

Our  foreign  relations,  although  in  thdr  general 
character  padfio  and  frleodlj,  preaent  n^aotB  of 
diflbienoe  between  us  and  othoi  powers,  of  deep 
interest,  as  well  to  the  coontrj  atlwge,  aa  to  manj 
of  our  oiUzene.  To  effect  an  a^uttment  of  these 
Asll  contlnae  to  be  the  object  of  m7  earnest  en- 
daarors;  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the 
tuA;  I  do  not  allow  myself  to  apprehend  unlkTora- 
bla  reanlta.  Blessed  as  our  oouatrj  is  with  ever; 
thing  which  oonstitotes  national  strength,  ahe  is 
fUlj  adequate  to  the  malntenasoe  of  all  her  interests. 
In  disohuglng  the  responeibla  trost  oonfldod  to  the 
BsecntiTa  in  tl^  respeot,  It  is  my  aettled  purpose 
to  ssk  noAlng  thst  is  not  eleariy  right,  and  to  aab- 
lalt  to  nothing  that  is  wrong ;  and  1  flatter  mjoelf^ 
that,  sapported  bj  the  other  branches  of  the  Gov- 
eniment,  and  by  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of 
the  peoirie,  we  shall  be  able,  under  the  protection 
of  Proridence,  to  cause  sll  our  Just  rights  to  be 
respected. 

Of  the  unsettled  matters  between  the  United 
Stales  and  other  powers,  the  most  prominent  are 
those  which  have,  for  jears,  been  ^e  subject  of 
negotiation  with  England,  France,  and  Spain.  The 
hta  periods  at  which  our  Hlnisters  to  those  QoTem- 
ments  left  the  United  States,  render  It  imposuble, 
at  this  early  day,  to  inform  you  of  what  has  been 
done  on  the  sutgecta  with  which  they  have  been 
reapactiTelT  charged.  Belying  upon  the  Justice  of 
our  views  in  relaUon  to  the  points  committed  to 


haxe  the  best  reason  to  hope  for  a  satlafkotory  ad- 
justment of  existing  differences. 

With  Oreat  Britain,  aUke  distinguished  In  peace 
and  war,  we  may  look  forward  to  years  of  peaceful, 
hoDoraUe,  and  eloTsled  competition.  Efery  thing 
la  tha  condition  uid  history  of  the  two  nations  is 

0  hispire  sentiments  of  mutual  rospect, 


and  to  carry  cooTictlon  to  themindsof  both,  thst  it 
is  their  policy  to  preserve  the  moat  cordial  relations : 
sacb  are  my  own  views,  and  it  is  cot  to  be  doubled 
that  such  are  also  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  our 
constituents.  Although  neither  time  nor  oppor- 
tonity  has  been  aObrded  for  a  full  development  of 
the  poUcy  which  the  present  Cabinet  of  Great 
Biiliun  deMgni  to  pursae  towards  this  country,  I 
indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  be  of  a  just  and  pacific 
chaiaotei ;  and  if  this  anticipation  be  realised,  we 
may  look  with  confldenoe  to  a  speedy  and  aocepta- 
ble  a^nstment  of  our  allUra. 

Under  the  Gonvenlioa  for  regulating  the  reCerence 
to  arbitration  of  the  disputed  points  of  boundary, 
under  the  flllb  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Qhant,  the 
prooeadlngs  have  hitherto  been  conducted  in  that 
spirit  of  candor  and  liberality  which  ought  ever  to 
diaracteriza  the  acts  of  sovereign  States,  seeking  to 
adjust,  by  the  most  nnexcepli<mabie  meana,  hnpor- 
tant  and  delieaie  sutjects  of  contention.  The  first 
statements  of  the  panles  have  been  exchanged,  and 
the  final  re[Jloation,  on  our  part,  la  In  a  course  of 
preparation.  This  snttJeet  has  reedved  the  atten- 
tion demanded  by  its  great  and  peenllar  Inporlanoa 
to  a  patriotic  member  of  thia  Confederacy.  The 
exposition  of  onr  rights,  already  made,  ia  mxh  as, 
from  the  high  reputation  of  the  commissioneTS  by 
whom  it  has  beeii  prepared,  we  had  a  ri^t  to  ex- 
pect. Our  interests  at  the  oottrt  of  the  Sorerelgn 
who  has  evinced  his  friendly  disposition,  by  ateum- 
ii^  the  delicate  task  of  arbilration,  have  been  com- 
mitted to  a  ddten  of  the  State  of  Haine,  whose 
cbaiaeter,  talents,  and  Intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  SDly'ect,  eminently  quall^  hbn  for  so  respimdble 
a  trust  With  fhll  confldenoe  in  tha  Justice  of  our 
cause,  and  in  the  piobltj,  intelfigence,  and  uneom- 
promidu  Independence  of  the  Ulostriont  artdtrator, 
we  can  have  nothing  to  i^iprehend  &«m  the  re- 
sult. 

fVom  France,  our  andant  ally,  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  that  jastbe  which  beoomes  the  Sovercbn 
of  a  powerfol,  intelUgeut,  and  magnanimoas  peopTe. 
The  benefldal  eActs  pcoduoed  by  the  Oommerclal 
Convandoa  of  ISSS,  hmlted  aa  are  Its  prortrimka, 
are  loo  obvious  not  to  sake  a  salutary  Impresaion 
upon  the  minds  of  dmse  who  are  chafed  with  the 
administration  of  her  Oovemment,  Should  this 
reeolt  induce  a  disposition  to  embrace,  to  their  full 
extent,  the  wbolesome  principles  which  conatitnle 
oar  conunerdal  policy,  our  Minister  to  that  Court 
will  be  found  Instructed  to  cherish  sufth  a  disposi- 
tion, and  to  aid  in  conducting  it  to  oaefhl  practical 
conclusions.  The  claims  of  our  citizeoi  for  depre- 
dations upon  their  property,  long  since  committed, 
oader  the  authority,  and,  in  many  instances,  by  the 
express  direction  of  the  then  existing  Government 
of  France,  remain  nosatisfled ;  and  must,  therefore, 
continue  to  fundsh  a  sultjoct  of  unplMsant  discna- 
sion,  and  possible  collision  betweeo  the  two  Gov- 
ernments. I  cherish,  however,  a  lively  hope,  found- 
ed as  well  on  the  validity  of  those  cl^ms,  and  the 
--'blished  policy  of  sll  eulightened  Govern  meuta, 
a  the  known  iritegrily  of  the  French  monarch, 


instructed  to  press  these  demands  on  tlie  French 
Government  with  all  the  earnestness  which  is  called 
for  by  their  importance  and  Irrefutable  Justice ;  and 
in  a  qiirit  that  will  evince  the  respect  which  toojue 
to  the  feelings  of  those  from  rton  the  Batia*ibtioa 
Is  required. 


;,Coen^lc 
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Our  Uinister  receutlf  appointed  to  Spain,  tiM 
been  antborized  to  ssdrt  in  remOTing  evi[g  ilike 
injuTious  to  both  couotriee,  either  bj  coDcluding  ■ 
Commenu&l  CocTondon  upon  liberal  and  reciprocal 
tanna ;  or  b;  ui^ng  the  acceptanoe,  in  thwr  /uU 
extent,  of  the  mucuallj  beneSoial  proiidons  of  our 
navigation  nctiu  He  haa  also  been  Initrocted  to 
make  a  farther  appeal  Ut  the  juidce  of  Spaia,  in 
behalf  of  our  citizena,  for  indemnit;  for  BpoIiation« 
npOD  oar  conunerce,  committed  under  her  authority 
— an  appeal,  which  the  padflo  and  liberal  course 
oboerred  on  our  part,  and  a  due  confideoce  In  the 
honor  of  thit  QoTernmeot,  authorize  ub  to  expect 
Kill  not  be  made  in  vain. 

With  other  European  Foireni  our  interconree  i^ 
on  the  most  friendly  footing.  Id  Russia,  placed  bj 
her  territorial    liniita,   eitensiTe    population,   and 

Ct  power,  high  in  the  rank  of  nationa,  the  United 
IB  have  atirajfl  f!>und  a  aCeadfaat  Mend.  Al- 
though her  recent  iavaaoQ  of  Toriiej  awakened  a 
liTelr  iTmpathj  for  ihOM  who  were  expoaed  to  the 
dewdaboDa  of  war,  we  cannot  but  anticipate  diat 
the  result  will  prove  favorable  to  the  cau«  of  ci»il- 
iiation,  and  to  the  progren  of  human  happineaa. 
The  treaty  of  peace,  between  these  powers,  having 
been  radfled,  we  cannot  be  insenrible  to  the  gt«at 
beoeSt  to  be  derived  to  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  from  Dnlocldng  the  navigation  of  the 
Black  Bea,  a  free  passage  into  which  is  eeoared  to 
lUl  merchant  vessels  bound  to  porta  of  KusaU  under 
a  flag  of  peace  with  the  Porte.  This  advantage, 
eqjojed  upon  conditions,  by  most  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  has  hitherto  been  withheld  from  us.  Dur- 
ing the  past  Summer,  an  antecedent,  but  nomccess- 
ful  attempt  to  obtain  it,  was  renewed,  under  circum- 
stances which  promised  the  moat  favorable  results. 
Although  these  results  have  fortnnatelj  been  thou 
in  part  attained,  further  faoUittss  to  the  eqjojment 
of  this  new  Geld  for  the  enterprise  of  oar  citizens 
lire,  in  m;  ofunion,  aufflcientl;  detirabla  to  ensure 
to  them  oar  moat  zealous  attenUoo. 

Our  trade  with  Anstria,  although  of  secondair 
importance,  has  been  gradually  increasing,  and  u 
now  so  extended  as  to  deaerre  the  fostering  care 
of  the  Qovemment.  A  negotiatiotx,  commeoced 
and  nearly  completed  with  taat  power  by  the  late 
Administradon,  has  been  consummated  by  a  treaty 
of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  which  will  be 
lud  before  the  Senate. 

During  the  receas  of  Congress,  oar  diplomatic  re- 
latioDB  with  Portugal  have  been  resumed.  The 
peculiar  state  of  things  in  that  conntr;  caused  a 
suspension  of  the  recognition  of  the  Representative 
who  presented  himseli^  uotil  an  opportunity  was 
had  to  obtain  from  our  ofBcial  or^an  there,  infor- 
mation regarding  the  actual,  and,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, prospective  condition  of  the  authority  by 
which  the  representative  in  question  was  appointed. 
This  information  being  rec^ved,  the  application  of 
the  established  rule  of  oar  Qovernment,  In  like 
cases,  was  no  longer  withheld. 

Considerable  advances  ha>'e  been  made  during 
the  present  year,  in  the  adjnstmestof  olaim«  of  oar 
citizens  upon  Denmark  for  spoliations ;  but  all  that 
we  tiavo  a  right  to  demand  from  that  Oovemment, 
in  their  behalf,  has  not  yet  been  conceded.  From 
the  liberal  footing,  however,  apott  which  this  snb- 
fect  baa,  with  the  approbation  of  the  claimants,  been 
placed  by  the  Qovemment,  together  with  the  uni- 
formly ju$C  and  friendly  dispo^tion  which  has  been 
ovinced  by  His  Danish  Uqesty,  there  is  •  leason- 
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able  gtoond  to  hope  that  this  single  sobjeet  of  ^t- 


as  thej  have  long  been,  of  the  moot  &Torable  char- 
acter. The  policy  <iS  keeping  au  adequate  force  ia 
the  Mediterranean,  as  security  for  tho  continoanoa 
of  this  tranquillity,  will  bo  persevered  in  ;  as  w^ 
as  a  linulai  one  for  the  protection  of  oar  oommeree 
and  fisheries  in  the  Pacific 

The  Southern  Republica  of  our  own  hen^her« 
hare  not  yet  realized  all  the  advantages  for  which 
(hey  have  been  so  long  struggfing.  We  Unst, 
however;  that  the  day  ia  not  distant  when  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  and  internal  quiet,  under  permanent 
systems  of  Government,  aecuiing  the  liberty,  and 
promoting  Ibe  tuLppinaaa  cf  the  otliiens,  will  crown 
with  complete  sooeeM  their  long  and  arduoueffbrta 
In  the  caasa  of  edf-govemment,  and  enable  ua  to 
salute  them  as  fHendly  rivals  in  all  that  is  trrHj 
great  and  glorious. 

The  recent  invasion  of  Mexico,  and  the  eDeot  th«ro- 
by  produced  upon  her  dooiestic  policy,  most  h>T0 
B  controUinr  influence  upon  the  great  qoestica  of 
South  American  emandpation.  We  have  te^  Uw 
fell  B|Hrit  of  dvil  disseiuion  rdbnked,  and,  peAaw 
forever  stifled  in  that  rapnbUc,  bj  the  tova  of  inde- 
pendenee.  If  it  be  true,  m  •ppearaneea  atroD^lT 
indicate,  that  the  sinrit  of  IndependcDoe  1«  the 
master  spirit ;  and  if  a  corresponding  sentini«zit 
prevuls  in  the  other  States,  this  devotion  to  liberty 
cannot  be  withoat  a  proper  efl'ect  upon  the  cooo- 
ctls  of  the  mother  country.  The  adoption,  bj 
Spain,  of  a  paciflc  policy  towards  her  former  colo- 
nies— an  event  consoling  to  humanity,  and  a  hlnwi 
lug  to  the  world,  in  wt^  she  bersuf  cannot  &a 
largely  to  participate-Hnay  be  most  reasonably  ez- 

Tbe  dainu  of  out  oitiMos  upon  the  Sooth  Aia«r- 
icaa  Qovenmients,  generally,  are  in  a  tndn  of  set- 
tlement ;  while  the  prinupal  part  of  those  vpoa 
Brazil  have  been  a<^usted ;  and  a  Decree  in  Cmut- 
oO,  ordering  bonds  to  be  issued  by  the  Minister  of 
the  Treasury  for  their  amount,  has  receiTed  tlM 
sanction  of  his  Imperial  U^eaty.  This  event,  to- 
gether with  the  exchange  of  the  ratiflcationa  of  tbe 
'reaty  negotiated  and  ooncluded  in  1BS8,  happily 
terminates  ail  swious  causes  of  diiference  with  Uwt 


Keaaares  have  been  tAken  to  place  our  c( 
cial  relationa  wtUi  Peru  upon  a  better  footing  thnn 
that  upon  whidi  thej  have  hitherto  rested;  and,  if 
met  by  a  proper  dispodtion  on  the  part  of  tbM 
Government,  important  beneAts  may  b*  secoied  to 
both  coontries. 

Deeply  interested  as  we  txe  in  the  prosperity  of 
our  sister  Republics,  and  more  particularly  in  that 
of  our  immediate  neighbor.  It  would  be  most  grwtL- 
fying  to  me,  were  I  pemutted  to  say,  that  the 
treatment  which  we  have  received  at  her  hands  has 
been  as  univeiaally  friendly  ai  the  early  and  con- 
stant soIidtBde  manifested  by  the  Dotted  States  for 
ber  guccesB  gave  as  a  right  to  expect.  But  it  bo- 
comes  my  duty  to  Inform  yon  that  jn^udlcea,  long 
indulged,  by  a  portlMt  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  MexIaD 
agunst  tite  Envey  Extraordinary  and  Minister  n«ii- 
ipotentiary  of  the  United  Stales,  have  had  an  oa- 
fortunate  influence  upon  the  aSairs  of  the  two 
countries ;  and  have  diminished  that  nsefiilnesa  to 
his  own  which  was  Justiy  to  be  expected  Irom  hia 
t^nts  and  leaL  To  this  cause,  in  a  great  degree, 
ia  to  be  imputed  the  bilure  of  several  measnrM 


eqn&U;  intcrestiog  to  both  parties ;  bnt  paitlciilu'ly 
that  of  th«  Maiicm  Qovernment  to  ntlfj  »  treMj 
negotwted  «uid  concluded  In  Its  owd  oai^tsl  and 
under  iti  own  eye'.  Under  these  clrcunutoueei,  It 
Appeared  eipedieat  to  give  to  Ur.  Poinsett  the  op- 
tion either  to  return  or  not,  w,  in  hi«  judgment, 
the  ioterett  of  hia  country  might  reqnlre ;  nnd  in- 
structions to  that  end  were  prepared ;  but,  before 
the;  could  be  despatched,  a  communication  <ras  re- 
ceiT«d  from  the  GloTemment  of  Uexico,  through  its 
Chargd  d'A0Ure»  here,  teqaesdng  Uie  recall  at  oar 
Minister.  TIlis  was  promptly  complied  with ;  and 
•  representative,  of  a  rank  cocrespondine  with  that 
of  the  Heilcan  Diplomatic  Agent  near  thia  QoTem- 
meDt,  was  appointed.  Our  conduct  toirardt  that 
Bepobiic  has  been  imiforml;  of  the  most  friendir 
character,  and,  having  thus  remoTad  the  only  al- 
leged obatacle  to  liarmonlous  intercourse,  I  cannot 
bat  hope  th&t  an  advantageous  change  will  occur  in 
OUT  aOvis. 

la  justice  to  Hr.  Poinsett,  it  ia  proper  to  say,  that 
017  immediate  compliance  with  the  appiication  for 
his  recall,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  are 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  evidence  that  the  impata- 
tion  of  an  Improper  Interfereoee  by  him,  in  the  local 
poUtJcaof  Mexico,  was  well  founded;  nor  to  a  want 
of  confidence  in  his  talenta  or  integrity ;  and  to  add, 
that  the  truth  of  that  chuge  hu  never  been  affirm- 
ed by  the  Federal  Qovemment  of  Mexico,  in  its 

I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  urgent  of  my  duties 
to  bring  to  your  attention  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ll^  that  part  of  onr  conslitntion  which  relates  to 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President.  Onr 
system  of  government  was,  by  Its  (hunem,  deemed 
an  experiment ;  and  they,  therefore,  consistently 
provided  a  mode  of  remedying  its  defects. 

To  the  people  belongs  the  right  of  electing  their 
Chief  Magistrate :  it  waa  never  dedgned  that  their 
choice  should,  In  any  case,  be  defeated,  cither  by 
the  intervention  of  electoral  colleges,  or  by  the 
agency  confided,  under  certain  contingencies,  to 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Experience  proves, 
that,  in  proportion  as  agenta  to  eiecate  the  will  of 
the  people  are  mnlliplied,  there  is  danger  of  their 
wiflbes  bdog  frustrated.  Some  may  be  nufutlifnl ; 
all  are  liable  to  err.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  peo- 
]de  can,  with  convenieace,  speak,  it  Is  safer  for 
them  to  express  their  own  witL 

The  number  of  aspirants  to  the  Freddency,  and 
the  diveceity  of  the  interests  which  may  influence 
their  claima,  leave  litUe  reason  to  expect  a  choice 
in  the  first  Instance:  and.  In  that  event,  the  elec- 
tion most  devolve  on  the  House  of  RepresentatlTea, 
where,  it  is  obvious,  the  will  of  the  people  may  not 
be  always  ascert^cd ;  or,  If  ascertained,  may  not 
be  regarded.  From  the  mode  of  voting  by  States, 
the  choice  is  to  be  made  by  twenly-fourvotes)  and 
it  may  often  occur,  that  one  of  these  may  be  con- 
trolled by  an  individual  represeatative.  Honors 
and  offices  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  successnil  can- 
didate.  Repeated  bollotinp  may  make  it  apparent 
that  a  single  individual  holds  the  cast  In  bia  hand. 
May  he  not  be  tempted  to  name  hia  reward  t  But 
even  without  corruption — supposing  the  probity  of 
the  Bepresentative  to  be  proof  against  the  powerful 
motives  by  which  he  may  be  assailed — the  will  of 
the  people  is  still  constantiy  liable  to  be  mlsrepre- 
■ented.  One  may  err  from  Ignorance  of  the  wishes 
of  his  constituents;  another  from  acouvictioQ  that 
It  is  his  dnty  to  be  governed  by  his  own  judgment 
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of  the  fitness  of  the  candidates:  finally,  although 
all  were  inflexitily  honest — oil  accurately  informed  of 
the  wishes  of  their  coostitoents — jet,  under  the 
present  mode  of  election,  a  minority  may  often 
dect  the  President ;  and  when  this  happens,  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected  that  efforts  will  be  nude  oa 
the  p«rt  of  the  majority  to  rectify  thia  iiunrioQS  op- 
eration of  their  institutions.  But  although  no  enl 
of  thia  character  should  result  from  such  a  perver- 
sion of  the  first  principle  of  our  system — Oiat  Ihi 
mamrily  H  to  pown— it  muat  be  very  certain  that 
a  Preddeot  elected  by  a  minority  cannot  enjoy  the 
confidence  necessary  to  the  HCcessAil  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  of  puhGc  concern, 
policy  requires  that  as  few  impedimenta  as  possible 
should  exist  to  the  free  operation  of  the  public  wiU. 
Let  us,  then,  endeavor  so  to  amend  our  system,  aa 
that  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  may  not  be  con- 
ferred upon  any  cltlien  but  in  pursuance  of  k  ttii 
expression  of  the  wlfl  of  the  majority. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  such  on  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  as  may  remove  all  inter- 
mediaie  agency  in  the  election  of  President  and 
Vice  President.  The  mode  may  be  so  regulated 
as  to  preserve  to  each  State  its  present  relative 
weight  in  the  election  ;  and  a  failure  in  the  first  at- 
tempt may  be  provided  for,  by  confining  the  second 
to  a  choice  between  the  two  highest  coniUdates. 
In  connection  with  such  an  amendnient,  it  wonid 
seem  advisable  to  limit  the  service  of  the  Cluef 
Magistrate  to  ft  single  term,  of  either  foar  or  six 
years.  If,  however,  it  ahould  not  be  adopted,  it  ia 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  a  providon  dis- 
qnaliiying  for  office  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress on  whom  sneh  an  election  may  have  devolv- 
ed, would  not  be  proper. 

While  members  of  Congress  can  be  cODStitnUon- 
aHy  appointed  to  offices  of  trust  and  profit,  It  irill 
be  the  practice,  even  under  the  most  conscientiona 
adherence  to  duty,  to  select  them  for  such  stations 
as  they  are  believed  to  be  better  qualified  to  fill 
than  other  citiiens;  hut  the  purity  of  our  Oovem- 
ment  would  doubtiesa  be  promoted  by  their  excla- 
uon  irom  all  appointments  in  the  gift  of  the  Fred- 
dent  in  whose  eteotion  they  may  have  t>een  officially 
concerned.  The  nature  of  the  judidol  offioe,  and 
the  necMdty  of  aecurioc  In  the  Cabinet  and  in  dip- 
lomatia  stations  of  the  nigheat  rank,  the  be«t  tal- 
enta  and  political  experience,  shonld,  perbapa,  ex- 
cept these  from  the  exolodon. 

There  are  perhaps  few  men  who  can  for  any 
great  length  of  time  eqjoy  office  and  power  without 
being  more  or  less  under  the  inAuence  of  feelinga 
nn&vorable  to  a  faithful  discha^e  of  their  publb 
duties.  'Shell  integrity  may  be  proof  against  in- 
proper  considerations  immediately  addressed  to 
themselves ;  but  they  are  apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of 
looking  with  Indifference  upon  the  public  inlereata, 
and  of  ttderating  conduct  from  which  an  unprac- 
tised man  would  revolL  Office  ia  considered  as  a 
spedea  of  property;  and  Qovemment  rather  aa  a 
means  of  promoting  indivldoal  interest,  than  aa  an 
instrument  created  solely  for  the  service  of  the 
people.  CorruptioQ  in  some,  and,  in  others,  a  per- 
version of  correat  feelings  and  principles,  divert 
Qovemment  from  ila  legitimate  ends,  and  make  it 
an  engine  for  the  support  of  the  few  at  the  expenio 
of  the  many.  The  duties  of  all  public  officers  are, 
or,  at  least,  admit  of  being  made,  so  plain  and 
umple,  that  men  of  intalUgence  may  readily  qoalify 
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9  lost  bj  tbe  long  coDtinn- 
ance  of  men  in  office,  Uum  ii  generkllj  to  be  gained 
by  their  experience.  I  Eabmlt,  therefore,  to  jonr 
oonaderaUon,  whether  the  efficiency  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  not  be  promoted,  uid  officii  indna- 
try  and  inlegritr  bettec  Mcnred,  by  k  g«Deral  ex- 
(ennoD  of  the  1mm  vhich  llmlla  appomtmenta  to 
four  jears. 

In  a  ooimtr;  where  oSms  are  created  Kilely  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  no  one  man  baa  any  more 
Intnnaio  right  to  official  itition  than  another.  Of- 
Scet  were  not  established  to  f^Te  support  to  parUc- 
ulor  men,  at  the  public  expense.  No  iodiTidual 
wrung  ii  therefore  done  bj  removal,  since  neither 
appointment  to,  nor  conliDuance  in  office,  is  matte 
of  right.  The  incumbeut  b«came  an  officer  with 
Tiew  to  pabUc  benefits ;  aad  wbeo  these  require  hi 
nmoval,  they  are  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  private  ii 
tereats.  It  ia  the  people,  and  they  alone,  who  hav 
a  right  to  complain,  when  a  bad  officer  is  subsdtuted 
for  a  good  one.  He  who  ia  removed  has  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  Uviog  that  are  enjoyed  by  tbe 
millioni  wbo  never  held  office.  The  proposed  Umi- 
tatiOQ  would  deetroy  the  idea  of  property,  now  so 
geoerally  conoected  with  official  etaUon  j  and,  al- 
though Individual  distress  may  be  sometimes  pro- 
duced, it  would,  by  promoting  that  rotation  whicji 
eoDStitntea  a  leading  princlplo  In  the  repoblican 
□reed,  pve  healthfhl  action  to  the  system. 

So  very  considenUila  change  ha*  occurred,  dur- 
ing tbe  T«eeM  of  Congren,  in  tbe  condition  of  either 


o  the  two  former,  nor  as  beneSdal  to  the  latter, 
was  aulicipated.  Importations  of  foreign  goods  have 
not  been  sensibly  ^minished,  while  domestic  com- 
petition, under  an  illadve  exciteatent,  bae  locreased 
tbe  production  moch  beyond  the  demand  for  home 
oonsomption.  Tbe  consequences  have  been  low 
T^cea,  temporary  embanMBment,  and  partial  loss. 
That  suoh  of  our  muafaotaring  eatabluhmenla  aa 
are  based  upon  capital,  and  are  pmdently  managed, 
will  survive  tbe  shock,  and  be  ultimately  proEtable, 
there  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt. 

To  regulate  its  conduct,  so  as  to  promote  equally 
tbe  prosperity  of  these  three  cardinal  interests,  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  Oovernmeut ;  and 
It  may  be  regretted  that  the  compUcated  restric- 
Uons  which  ao<r  embarraas  the  intercourse  of  na- 
tions, could  not  by  common  consent  be  abolished, 
and  commerce  allowed  to  flow  iu  those  channels  to 
which  individual  enterprise — always  it£  surest  guide 
— might  direct  it.  But  we  must  ever  eipect  selfish 
legislation  in  other  natioua,  and  are  therefore  com- 
pelled to  adapt  onr  own  to  their  regulations,  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  avoid  serious  ii^urj,  and 
to  harmonize  the  cooflioting  interests  of  our  agri- 
culture, our  commerce,  and  our  manufactures. 
Under  these  impretaons,  I  invite  your  attention  to 
tbe  existing  Tariff,  believing  that  some  of  its  pro- 
Tisions  require  modification. 

The  general  rule  to  he  appUed  In  graduating  the 
duties  upon  articles  of  tbreign  growth  or  manu- 
facture, is  that  which  will  place  our  own  in  fair 
competition  with  those  of  other  conntriee ;  and  the 
inducements  to  advance  even  a  step  beyond  this 
point,  are  controlUzig  in  regard  to  those  articles 
which  are  of  primary  necesMty  io  time  of  war. 
When  we  reBent  upon  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of 
this  operation,  it  is  important  that  it  sboold  never 


be  attempted  but  with  tbe  utmost  caution.  Vn- 
quent  legUlation  In  regard  to  any  branch  of  in- 
dustry, ^beting  its  value,  and  by  which  its  capital 
may  be  transferred  to  new  ohannels.  must  alwava 
be  productive  of  hazardous  speculati 


merged  in  the  patrioue „, 

the  great  intereaU  of  Uie  whole.  All  attempts  U. 
connect  them  with  the  party  conflicta  of  the  day, 
are  necessarily  iqjurious,  and  should  be  diacoon- 
tenanced.  Our  action  upon  them  should  be  under 
the  control  of  bi^er  and  purer  motiveo.  Legisla- 
tion, subjected  to  such  influences,  can  never  be  just, 
and  will  not  lon^  retain  tht  sanction  of  a  people 
whoM  active  patriotism  1«  not  bounded  by  eeetiona) 
liodte,  norinaendbleto  that  spirit  of  ooneettaoa  and 
forbearance  wliiah  gave  life  to  oui  political  com- 


pact, and  Kill  sustains  it    IHacardiog  all  ealenla- 

IJona  of  poUtioai  afljeodency,  tiie  "' 
the  East,  and  the  West,  should  ui 


la  of  poUticai  ■^cendency,  tlie  KorUi,  tbe  Soulh, 


ly  burden,  of  which  either  may  justly  compUin. 

The  agricultural  interest  of  our  country  is  to 
essentially  connected  with  every  other,  and  so  in- 
perioT  in  importance  to  tliem  all,  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  invite  to  it  your  particular  attention. 
It  is  principally  aa  manubctures  and  commerce 
tend  to  increase  tbe  value  of  agricultural  prodno- 
tiouE,  and  to  extend  their  application  to  the  wanta 
and  comforts  of  society,  that  they  deserve  the 
fostering  care  of  Government. 

tiooking  forward  to  the  period,  not  far  distant, 
when  a  sinking  l\ind  will  no  longer  be  required,  tha 
duties  on  those  articles  of  unporlation  which  canaot 
come  in  competition  with  our  own  productions,  ars 
the  Bret  that  should  engage  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress in  tbe  modification  of  the  TarilT.  Of  these, 
tea  and  coffee  are  the  most  prominent :  they  enter 
largely  into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  aad 
have  become  articles  of  necessity  to  all  daiaiea.  A 
reduction,  therefore,  of  the  eiisUng  dudes,  will 
be  felt  as  a  common  benefit ;  but,  Uke  all  other 
legislation  connected  with  commerce,  to  be  effica- 
cious, and  not  ii^urious,  it  should  be  gradual  and 

Tbe  publio  prosperity  is  evinced  in  tbe  increaaed 

venae,  arising  from  the  sales  of  tbe  public  lands, 
and  in  the  steady  maintenance  of  that  produced  by 
imposts  and  tonnage,  notwithstanding  the  additionsLl 
duties  imposed  by  the  Act  of  19th  of  Hay,  ISas, 
and  the  unuanal  importations  In  the  early  part  of 
that  year. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1829,  was  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  five  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents.  The  receipts  of  tha 
current  year  are  estimated  at  twenty-four  miUioiia 
ni  hundred  and  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  and  the  expenditures  for  the  eanie 
time  at  tnenty-ax  millions  one  hundred  and  sixtj- 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollan ; 
leaving  a  balance  in  tbe  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  of  Jan- 
uary next,  of  four  millions  four  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  and  seventy  doUaia,  eighty-one  oento. 

There  will  have  been  paid,  on  account  of  tfaa 
publio  debt,  during  the  present  year,  the  sum  of 
'  've  millions  four  hundred  and  five  thousand  and 
dollars  and  ^ghty  cents  ;  redudag  the  whola 
debt  of  tbe  Government,  on  the  first  of  January 
next,  to  fortj-eight  millions  five  hundred  and  ^tj- 
Ave  tlioDsand  foul  hundred  and  six  doUan  and  Bnj 
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cents,  Ineluding  nven  milliODi  of  Stb  per  cent.  : 
(took,  lubBcribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
Tba  pftjment  on  ftceouot  of  the  public  debt,  in>de 
en  the  flnt  of  Jul;  lut,  wu  eight  miUioiu  Mren  hun- 
dred uid  Bfteen  thoosuid  four  bnndred  and  sixty- 
two  dollan  «nd  eightj-seTen  cenU.  It  wu  appre- 
hended that  tbe  sadden  withdrawal  of  «o  Urge  > 
sun  fnim  the  banks  in  which  it  wM  deposited,  at  a 
time  of  unumal  prendre  in  the  money  market, 
niight  canse  mucb  injur;  to  the  interests  dependent 
on  bank  acconUDOdationa.  But  Ihia  eril  was  whoUy 
Kverted  by  an  early  antidpation  of  it  at  the  Treas- 
ury, ^ded  by  the  judidoui  arraDgements  of  tbe 
offlcen  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea. 

Ttiis  state  of  the  Guuices  eibibita  the  resourcca 
of  the  nation  in  an  aspect  highly  flattering  to  its 
Industry  and  auspicious  of  the  ability  of  QoTem- 
tnent,  in  a  very  ^ort  time,  to  eitinguiBb  the  public 
debt.  When  this  siiall  be  done,  our  popuktion 
will  bo  relieved  from  a  con^derable  portion  of  its 
preaeot  burtheaa,  and  will  find,  not  only  new  mo- 
tixes  to  patriotic  affection,  but  additional  means 
for  the  display  of  IndiTidiia!  eDterprUe.    The  flscai 

Ewer  of  tbe  States  will  also  be  increased,  and  may 
more  extensiTely  exerted  in  favor  of  education 
and  other  public  oMecta,  while  ample  means  will  re- 
main in  the  Federu  Gorenunent  to  promote  the 
geaeikt  weal,  in  all  the  modes  permitted  to  its  au- 

After  the  exHneUoo  of  the  public  debt  it  i»DOt 
probable  that  any  at^Dstment  of  the  torilT  upoD 
principles  aatis&ctory  to  the  people  of  the  TTmon, 
will,  until  ■  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment withoat  a  condderable  surplus  in  the  Treas- 
ury, beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its  current 
service.  Aa,  then,  the  period  approaches  when  the 
application  of  the  revenue  to  the  paytueat  of  debt 
vOl  cease,  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  will  present 
a  subject  for  the  serious  deliberation  of  Congress ; 
and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  tbe  country  that  it  Is 
yet  to  be  decided.  Coniidered  in  connection  with 
the  diCBculties  which  have  heretofore  attended  ap- 
propriations for  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
aad  with  those  which  this  etperieuce  tells  us  will 
certainly  arise,  whenever  power  over  each  subjects 
auy  be  exercised  by  the  General  Govenunent,  It  is 
hoped  that  it  may  lead  to  the  adoption  of  some  plan 
which  will  recondle  the  diversified  interests  of  the 
States,  and  strengthen  tbe  bonds  which  onite  them. 
Every  member  of  the  Union,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
will  be  benefited  by  the  Improvement  of  inland 
navigation  and  the  construction  of  highways  in  the 
MTeral  States.  Let  ns,  then,  endeavor  to  attain 
this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will  be  satisfactory  to 
alL  That  hitherto  adopted  bus,  by  many  of  our  fe[- 
loir-«ttiz^is,  been  deprecated  as  an  tniraction  of  the 
constitution,  while,  by  others,  it  has  been  viewed  as 
Ineipet^enL  All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at 
the  expense  of  hannony  in  the  legislative  councils. 

To  avoid,  these  evils.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
most  safe,  just,  and  federal  dispodtion  which  could 
b«  made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  appor- 
tionment among  the  severtl  States  according  to 
their  ratio  of  repreaentaUon ;  and,  should  this  meas- 
tire  not  be  found  warranted  by  the  constitution, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  Stales 
an  amendment  authorizing  it.  I  regard  on  appeal 
to  the  source  of  power,  In  cases  of  real  doubt,  and 
where  its  exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the 
general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred  of  all  our 
_,.,.  "poQ  this  country,  more  than  any 


other,  has,  in  the  providence  of  God,  been  cast  tbe 
spedal  guardiansMp  of  the  great  principle  of  adher- 
ence to  written  constitutions.  If  it  fail  faere,  all 
hope  in  regard  to  it  will  be  extinguished.  That 
this  was  intended  to  be  a  Government  of  limited  and 
specific,  and  not  general  poweia,  must  be  admitted 
by  all ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  for  it  the 
character  Intended  by  its  founers.  If  eiperieoce 
points  out  the  necessity  for  an  enlargement  of  these 
powers,  let  US  spply  for  It  to  those  for  whose  ben- 
efit it  is  to  beexennsed;  and  not  undermine  the 
whole  system  by  a  resort  to  overstrained  construo- 
tions.  The  scheme  has  worked  weL  It  has  ex- 
ceeded tbe  hopes  of  those  who  devised  it,  and  be- 
come an  otM'ect  of  hdmiraUon  to  the  worid.  We 
are  responsible  to  out  country,  and  to  the  glorioits 
cause  of  self-govermnent,  for  the  preservation  of  so 
great  a  good.  The  great  mass  of  le^aUtion  relat> 
ing  to  our  internal  sfiairs,  was  intended  to  b&  left 
where  tbe  Federal  Convention  found  It — In  the 
State  Govemmeots.  Hothing  is  clearer,  in  my  view, 
than  that  we  are  chiefly  mdebted  for  the  success  of 
the  consUtntion  under  which  we  are  now  acting,  to 
the  watchful  and  auiiliarv  operation  of  tbe  S^te 
authorities.  This  is  not  the  refiection  of  a  day,  but 
belouBB  to  the  most  deeply  rooted  convictions  of 
my  mlDd.  I  cannot,  therefore,  too  strongly  or  loo 
eamestiy,  tmax  my  own  aense  of  its  Importance,  warn 
you  agsinit  aU  encroaohmenls  upon  the  legitimate 
sphere  of  State  sovereignty.  Sustained  by  Its 
healthful  and  invigorating  influence,  the  Federal 
system  can  never  fall. 

In  the  collection  of  the  revenae,  the  long  oredita 
authorized  on  goods  imported  from  beyond  Uie  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  are  the  chief  cause  of  the  losses  at 
present  sustained.  If  these  were  shortened  to  Ed^ 
nine,  and  twelve  months,  and  warehouses  provided 
by  Government,  sufficient  to  receive  tbe  goods  offer- 
ed in  depodt  for  security,  and  for  debentore  ;  and 
if  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  priority  of 
payment  out  of  the  estates  of  its  insolvent  debtors 
were  mors  eOectiuilv  secured,  this  evil  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  obviated.  An  authority  to  coo- 
struct  such  houses,  is,  therefore,  vrith  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  credits,  recommended  to  your  at- 
tention. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  hiws  for  the  coDeo- 
tion  and  security  of  the  revenue  arising  from  Im- 
posts, were  chiefly  framed  when  tbe  rates  of  duties 
on  imported  goods  presented  much  less  temptation 
for  illicit  trade  than  at  present  exists.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  these  laws  are  in  some  re- 
spects quite  insufficient  for  the  proper  securi^  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  protection  of  the  interests  of 
those  who  are  disposed  to  observe  them.  Tbe  in* 
jurious  and  demoralizing  tendency  of  a  sucoessful 
system  of  smuggling,  is  so  obvious  as  not  to  reqoira 
comment,  and  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded 
against  I  therefore  suggest  to  Congress  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  efficient  measures  to  prevent  this 
evil  i  avoiding,  however,  as  much  as  pradble,  every 
uimeoeaiary  infringement  of  individual  liberty,  and 
embarrassment  of  fair  and  Iswfol  business. 

On  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Treas- 
ury, I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  large 
amount  of  pubUo  money  which  appears  to  be  out- 
standing, or  the  sum  thus  due  from  individnsJs  to 
the  Government,  a  considerable  portion  is  undoubt- 
edly desperKte  ;  and,  in  many  instances,  has  prob- 
^ly  been  rendered  so  by  remissness  In  the  agenta 
charged  with  its  collection.    By  proper  exerUont  a 
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gre4t  part,  howeTer,  mmj  jet  be  reoovered ;  uid, 
vhACeTer  may  be  the  portioua  reBprcliTclj  belong' 
lug  to  tbew  tno  cUwea,  it  behoTes  (he  GoTemmeut 
to  ucertam  the  real  state  of  the  fact.  This  can  be 
done  onlj  b;  the  prompt  adoption  of  judidoug 
measiirea  for  the  collection  of  BQch  aa  maj  be  made 
aTaileble.  It  it  believed  that  a  verj  large  amoont 
haa  been  lort  throufb  the  inadequacy  of  the  means 
provided  for  the  coUection  of  debts  due  to  the  pub- 
lie,  and  that  thia  htadequacj  Uea  cMeSj  in  the  want 
of  legal  skill,  habituaUjand  conatandr  emplojed  in 
the  direciaoik  of  the  agenta  engaged  In  the  aerrice. 
It  moat,  I  think,  be  adinitted,  that  the  superrUorr 
power  orer  auita  brought  bj  the  public,  which  ia 
now  TCited  in  an  acanaUing  olBcer  of  the  Treasurj, 
not  selected  with  a  view  to  hi*  legal  knowledge,  and 
encumbered  as  he  is  with  numerooa  othec  dutiea, 
opeTatea  unfavorably  to  the  publio  interest. 

It  Is  important  that  this  branch  of  the  public  mt- 
Tioe  be  subjected  to  the  Buperrision  of  ancb  profea- 
aional  skill  aa  will  give  it  efficiency.  *rhe  expense 
attendant  upon  aucb  a  modification  of  the  Eiecntive 
Department  would  be  justified  by  the  soundeat  piin- 
dplea  of  economy.  I  would  recommend,  therefore, 
that  the  dutiea  now  aaaigned  to  the  Ageot  of  the 
Treaaury,  so  fiir  m  they  relate  to  the  superintend- 
ence and  management  of  legal  proceediogs,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  be  Iranaferred  to  the  At- 
torney-General, and  that  this  officer  be  placed  on 
the  lame  footing,  in  all  respects,  as  tfae  Heads  of 
the  other  Departments,  receiving  like  compensa- 
tion, and  having  such  aubordinate  offloera  provided 
for  his  Department  aa  may  bs  requisite  for  the  dis- 
charge of  these  additional  dutiea.  The  profeaiuonal 
■kill  of  the  Attorn  ey-Qeneral,  employed  in  direct- 
ing the  conduct  of  Uarahala  and  District  Attorneys, 
would  hasten  the  coUection  of  debts  now  in  suit,  and, 
here^ler,  save  much  to  the  Qovernment.  It  might 
be  ttiTther  eitended  to  the  superintendence  of  all 
criminal  procerdinga  for  ofi'ences  against  the  United 
States.  In  making  this  transfer,  great  care  shoold 
be  taken,  however,  that  the  power  necessary  to  the 
TreasDrj  Department  be  not  impaired :  one  of  its 
graateat  secarittes  conostiDg  in  a  control  over  all 
•ooounta,  aatU  they  are  audited  or  reported  for 
■ntt. 


i  of  CoDsreM  authoridng  ^b  diMhatve  of  the 
s  of  debtoie  to  the  Government,  &om  im- 


thaactof  Coi 

Eriaonment,  may  not,  conmBtentiy  with  the  pnblic 
ilereet,  be  eitended  to  the  release  of  the  debt, 
where  the  conduct  of  the  debtor  ia  wholly  exempt 
from  the  imputation  of  ft«ad.  Some  more  liberal 
policy  than  that  which  now  prevuls,  in  reference  to 
thia  unfortunate  class  of  citizens,  is  certainly  due  to 
them,  and  would  prove  beneficial  to  the  oouotry. 
The  coDtiDuauce  of  the  liability,  after  the  means  to 
discharge  it  have  been  exhausted,  can  only  serve  to 
dispirit  the  debtor ;  or,  where  his  resourees  are  but 
partial,  the  want  of  power  ia  the  Government  to 
compioBiise  and  release  the  demand,  instigates  to 
fraud,  aa  the  o^  resource  for  securing  a  support 
to  his  family.  He  thus  dnks  into  B^state  of  apathy, 
and  becomea  a  useteaa  drone  in  society,  or  a  vicious 
member  of  it,  if  not  a  feeling  witness  of  the  rigor 
ind  inhumanity  of  his  country.  All  eiperieuce 
tmlvea  that  oppreirive  debt  it  tbe  bane  of  enter- 
lAise ;  and  it  should  be  the  care  of  a  Republic  not 
to-  exert  a  grinding  power  over  mlsfortone  and 
poierty 


Knee  the  last  sendon  of  Congreaa,  numeniu 
frauds  on  the  Treasury  have  been  discovered,  whicli 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  tbe  cogiiiiiiiee 
of  the  United  Btalea  Court  for  thia  Diatnct,  b;  a 


.  within  the  penaltjea  of  the  act  of  ike  ITUi 
Congreaa,  approved  8d  Hareh,  1S2S,  providing  fat 
the  punishment  of  fraads  committed  on  the  Goi- 
emment  of  the  Umted  States.  Either  from  ume 
defect  Id  the  law,  or.  in  its  administration,  erc^ 
efibrt  to  bring  the  accosed  to  trial  under  its  pron- 
proved  ineifectual,  and  the  Govenimenl  wu 
driven  to  the  necesoty  of  resorting  to  tfae  vigne 
and  inadequate  provisions  of  tbe  common  Uw.  II 
is  therefore  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  (be 
laws  which  have  been  pasaed  for  tbe  protectioa  of 
the  Treaaury.  If,  indeed,  there  be  no  provisJOD  by 
which  those  who  may  be  unworthily  intrusted  wiln 
ila  guardianship,  oon  be  punished  for  tiie  moid 
fiagraut  violation  of  duty,  extending  even  to  (be 
most  fraudulent  appropriation  of  the  public  fvudi 
to  their  own  use,  it  ia  time  to  remedy  ao  dangerou 
on  omissioa.  Or,  if  the  hiw  has  been  penertgd 
from  its  original  purposea,  and  criminate,  deserting 
to  be  puniahed  under  its  providous,  have  been  m- 
cued  by  legal  subtildea,  it  ou^t  to  be  mode  aa 
plain,  by  amendatory  provisions,  os  to  baffia  tb* 
arts  of  perversion,  and  accomplish  the  end  of  iW 
ori^oal  enactment. 

In  one  of  tbe  moat  fiagnmt  cases,  the  Court  de- 
cided that  tbe  prosecution  was  barred  by  tbe  stat- 
ute which  limits  the  prosecution  for  fraud  to  tvv 
years.  In  this  case,  all  the  evidences  of  fnud,  ml 
indeed  all  knowledge  that  a  fraud  bad  been  con- 
mitted,  wera  in  possesaioo  of  tbe  party  accused,  un- 
til after  the  two  ycara  had  elapsed.  Barttj  iba 
statute  onght  uot  to  run  in  fovor  of  any  mas  while 
he  retains  all  the  evidences  of  bia  crime  in  hia  ewa 
posaeasion ;  and,  least  of  all.  In  favor  of  a  publio 
officer  who  continues  to  defraud  the  Treasury  ud 
conceal  the  transaction,  for  the  brief  term  of  tno 
years.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  such  u 
alteration  of  the  law  aa  will  give  the  injured  porij 
and  the  Government  two  yean  after  the  diacloture 
of  the  fraud,  or  after  the  accused  is  out  of  office,  Ui 
commence  their  prosecution. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  invite  tfae  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  a  general  and  minute  inquirj 
into  the  condition  of  the  Qovernment,  with  a  'je* 
to  ascertijn  what  offices  can  be  dispensed  wiib, 
what  expenses  retrenched,  and  wfaat  improienenW 
may  be  made  in  the  organization  of  ita  vnnou 
parts,  to  secure  the  proper  reeponrfbilitj  of  paiiJa 
agents,  and  promote  efficiency  and  Justice  in  all  its 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will  make 
yon  acquainted  with  tbe  condition  of  our  ^'^' 
Fortlflcationg,  Arsenals,  and  Indian  Af&iri.  Tbe 
proper  discipline  of  the  Army,  the  training  and 
equipment  of  the  Uilitia,thQ  education  beslovedu 
West  Point,  and  the  accumulation' of  the  meani  oi 
defence,  aj^cable  to  the  Kavat  force,  will  tend  to 
prolong  the  peace  we  now  eojoy,  and  which  et"? 
good  citizen— more  especially  thoM  who  bave  CeU 
the  miseries  of  even  a  succeasTul  war&re — mnit  »<- 
dently  desire  to  perpetuate.  , 

The  returns  from  the  subordinate  brancbea  « 
thia  Bcrvice  exhibit  a  regularity  and  order  BigWT 
creditable  to  ita  character :  bothoffieersandaoldiM* 
Bcem  imbued  with  a  proper  tenie  of  duty,  and  >» 
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form  to  the  KBtniDta  of  exact  discipliae  with  thit 
ehMrfUIneai  whJoh  becomea  the  profeadon  of 
There  ia  need,  hoireTer,  of  further  leglslotic 
obTiate  the  inoaQveoIencM  apedfied  hi  the  report 
under  coniidention  :  to  same  of  which  it  is  proper 
that  I  (boald  oil  jonr  perCicnlAr  attention. 

The  act  of  CoDgreaa,  of  the  Sd  of  HaKJi,  1821,  to 
raduoe  and  fix  the  mllitar?  establiihment,  Temp- 
ing nneiecnted  as  it  Tegards  the  command  of  one 
of  tbe  laments  of  artillery,  cannot  now  be  deemed 
a  guide  to  tbe  Executive  in  making  the  proper  ap- 
polntmeat.  An  exphmatorj  act,  deBignating  the 
olaai  of  officers  out  of  which  thin  grade  i£  to  be 
filled — whether  fnim  the  milltaiy  tiat,  as  existing 

£'or  to  the  act  of  1821,  or  &om  It,  at  it  hac  been 
ed  b;  that  aot--*oiild  remors  thii  difficulty.  It 
i*  also  important  that  the  laws  regulating  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  officers  generaUy,  should  be 
mors  ipedfic  than  they  now  are.  Those,  for  ex* 
ample,  la  reUUoa  Co  the  Pajnustor  and  Bmrgeot 
Qeneral,  snign  to  them  an  annoal  >il*i7  of  tw< 
Ihonsand  five  bandied  doUais ;  bnt  are  silent  as  tt 
aUowaiteai  which  in  certain  eiicencies  of  tbe  aer- 
Tie«  may  b«  deemed  tndisifenMbTe  to  the  discharge 
of  tbeir  duCiee.  This  cirenmstance  has  been  the 
anthority  for  extending  to  them  Tarioos  allowances 
at  different  times  mider  former  admioistrations :  but 
no  uniform  rule  bas  been  obaerred  on  the  subject. 
aUnilar  incoareoiencM  exist  In  other  cages,  in 
which  tbe  coastmction  put  upon  the  laws  by  the 
pabUo  accoontants  may  operate  unequaUy,  produce 
oonfiision,  and  sxpoae  officers  ta  theodimn  of  claim- 
inK  what  ia  not  ttieir  due. 

I  tecommend  to  your  fostering  can,  as  one  of 
oar  sa&at  means  of  national  defence,  tbe  Military 
Academy.  This  institntion  has  already  eierdaed 
tfa«  happiest  Influence  upon  tbe  moral  and  intellee- 
taul  cbaiacter  of  our  irmy ;  and  such  of  the  grado- 
atee  as,  Irom  various  causes,  may  not  pursue  tbe 
profesdon  of  arma,  will  be  scarcely  less  useful  as 
dtiiens.  Their  knowledge  of  the  military  art  will 
ba  adrantageODgly  employed  in  the  n^lia  serrice ; 
and,  in  a  measure,  secure  to  tiiat  class  of  troops  the 
advantages  which,  in  thii  respect,  belong  to  stand- 
ing armies. 

1  would  also  suggest  a  rerlew  of  the  Penrion  law, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  eiteudng  its  beueSts  to  every 
ReTOlntionarjeoldier  who  aided  in  establishing  our 
liberties,  and  who  is  unable  to  muntaln  himself  in 
ooinlbrL  These  relics  of  the  War  of  Independence 
have  strong  claim  upon  their  country's  gratitode 
and  bounty.  The  law  is  defective,  in  not  embrac- 
ing within  its  provisions  all  those  who  were,  during 
the  last  war,  disabled  from  supporting  themselves 
by  manual  labor.  Such  ao  amendmeat  would  add 
bat  little  to  tbe  amount  of  pensions,  and  In  called 
foe  by  the  sympathies  of  the  people,  as  well  as  by 
eonaUeradons  of  sound  policy.  It  will  be  perceived 
tliat  a  large  addition  to  tbe  Utt  of  penrioners  haa 
b«en  occauoned  by  an  order  of  tho  late  administra- 
tion, departiog  materially  frqm  tbe  rules  which  bad 
previoQsly  prevailed.  Coneidering  it  an  act  of  legia- 
iatioD,  I  suspended  its  operations  aa  soon  as  I  was 
informed  thai  it  had  commenced.  Before  this  pe- 
riod, however,  applications  mider  the  now  regula- 
tions had  been  preferred,  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  and  My-fouc;  of  which  on  the  S7th  of 
Harch.the  date  of  ita  revocation,  eightr-teven  were 
admitted.  For  the  amount,  there  «aa  neither  esti- 
■ate  nor  appropriation ;  and,  beudes  this  deficiency, 
ibe   regular  allowances,  according  to  the  rolea 
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which  have  heretofore  governed  the  Department, 
exceed  tbe  estimate  of  its  late  secretory  by  about 
fifty  thousand  doUats :  for  which  an  appropriation 

Your  particular  attention  Is  requested  to  that  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  which  relates 
to  tbe  money  held  ia  tmst  for  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
Indians.  It  will  be  perceived  that,  without  legisla- 
tive aid,  the  Executive  cannot  obviate  the  embarass- 
ments  occasioned  by  the  diminution  of  the  dlvidendi 
on  that  fund ;  which  originally  ejnouuted  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  has  recently  been 
invested  in  United  States  three  per  cent,  stock. 

The  condition  and  ulterior  destiny  of  the  Indian 
tribes  within  tbe  limita  of  some  of  our  States,  have 
become  objects  of  much  interest  and  importance. 
It  bas  long  been  the  policy  of  Government  to  intro> 
duce  among  them  the  arts  of  civilization,  in  the 
b^M  of  gruloally  reclaimiDK  them  from  a  wander- 
ing life.  This  policy  has,  nowerer,  been  cou|ded 
with  another,  whdly  incompatUile  with  its  soccess. 
Profbsmng  a  desire  to  ^villze  and  settle  tbem,  we 
have,  at  ue  same  time,  lo«t  no  opportu^ty  to  pur- 
chase tbeir  lands,  and  thrust  t^em  farther  Into  the 
wUdemess.  By  this  means  they  have  not  only  been 
kept  in  a  wandering  stat^  but  been  led  to  look 
upon  us  as  n^jast  and  indifferent  to  their  fat«, 
llius,  tbongh  lavish  in  its  expenditure  apon  the 
subject,  Ooverament  has  constantly  defeated  its 
own  policy,  and  the  Indians,  in  general,  receding 
further  and  further  to  tho  West,  have  retained  their 
savage  habits.  A  portion,  however,  of  tbe  Southern 
tribes,  baving  mingled  much  with  the  whites,  and 
made  some  progress  in  tbe  arts  of  civilized  hfe,  have 
lately  attempted  to  erect  an  independent  govern- 
'  within  the  limits  of  G«oi^  and  AUliama. 


the  Indians,  which  induced  the  latter  to  call  upon 
the  United  States  for  protection. 

Under  tliese  circumstances,  the  question  pre- 
sented was,  wheUier  tbe  Genem  Government  had 
a  light  to  sustain  tiiose  people  iu  their  pretendons  r 
The  conotitution  dechies,  that  "no  new  States 
sh^  bo  formed  or  erected  within  the  Jurisdictioa 
of  any  other  Stale,"  wiUiont  the  consent  of  its  Legia- 
latura  If  the  Gleneral  Government  ia  not  permitted 
to  tolerate  tbe  erection  of  a  confederate  Slate  with- 
in the  territory  of  one  of  the  members  of  thia 
Union,  ag^nat  her  consent,  much  lew  could  tt  allow 
a  foraJKu  and  independent  government  to  establish 
itself  there.  Georgia  became  a  member  of  the 
.Confederacy  which  eventuated  in  our  federal  union, 
as  a  sovereign  Slate,  always  asserting  her  claim  to 
certain  limits;  wbicb,  having  been  originally  de- 
fined in  her  colonial  charter,  and  eubseqnently  re- 
cognized In  the  treaty  of  peace,  she  baa  ever  ainos 
continued  to  ei^oy,  except  aa  they  have  been  cir- 
cumscribed by  her  own  voluntary  transfer  of  a  por- 
tion of  her  territory  to  the  United  Stales,  in  Uie 
articles  of  cession  of  1802.  Alabama  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal Stateg,  with  boondaries  which  were  preaaribed 
by  Congress.  There  is  no  constitutional,  conven- 
tional, or  legal  provision,  which  allows  them  leas 
power  over  the  Indians  within  tbeir  borders,  than 
is  possessed  by  Katne  or  New  York.  Would  the 
peopleof  Maine  permit  the  Penobscot  Crihe  toeract 
an  Independent  Government  witbiu  their  Slate  T  and, 
uoleat  they  did,  would  It  not  be  the  duty  of  th« 
General  Qoveniment  to  support  them  in  levatiqg 
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such  K  nKunre  t  Would  tlia  peopl*  of  New  ToA 
penult  e>eh  nmiwnt  of  (he  ^  Nadoiia  within  her 
Wdera  to  decUro  ItMlf  hi  independent  pec^,  nn- 
d«t  the  proteotioD  of  the  United  Btktear  Conld 
tlie  Indivu  estebHsh  ■  npumte  repnbllo  on  nch  of 
their  reeemtlons  in  Ohio  f  And  if  thej  were  bo 
t^poaed,  would  it  be  the  dnty  of  thii  OoTenunent 
to  protect  them  in  the  attenptf  If  the  principle 
involred  in  the  obTioos  answer  to  these  qaeatlonB 
l>e  abandoned,  it  will  follow  that  the  objeots  of  thi« 
Garenuneiit  are  reversed,  and  that  it  "haa  become 
a  part  of  its  doty  to  aid  !□  destrojlng  the  States 
wbioh  it  was  established  to  jH'Dtect. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  sutject,  I  informed 
the  IndikDS  inbabitiDg  puts  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, that  their  attempt  to  eitablLah  tu  Independ- 
ent goTemment  would  not  be  countenanced  bj  the 
BiecudTe  of  the  United  States,  and  adrised  (hem 
to  emirntte  beyond  the  MiMtiuip^  or  aubniit  to  the 
laws  of  Chose  States. 

Onr  conduct  towards  these  people  is  deeplj  In- 
tereiting  to  our  national  character.  Their  present 
oondiUoD,  oontruted  with  what  they   - 


malcea  a  most  poweriii]  aweal  to  our  Bjmpathiea. 
Our  ancestora  foond  them  the  uncontrolled  poeses- 
■ort  of  tiiese  vast  repooa.  By  persuasion  and  force 


they  bav«  beea  nuM  to  retire  from  river 
and  from  mountain  to  mountain,  until  some  of  the 
tribes  hsTB  become  eitlnct,  and  others  hare  left 
but  remnants,  to  preserre,  far  a  while,  their  once 
terrible  names.  Surrounded  by  the  whites,  with 
their  art*  of  driliiatioo,  wbich.  by  deitroying  the 
resouroee  of  the  savage,  doom  him  to  weakness  and 
decay,  the  fate  of  the  Kohegan,  the  Narraganset, 
and  the  Delaware,  is  fast  overtaking  the  Choctaw, 
the  Cherokee,  and  the  Creek.  That  tbis  (ate  surely 
awidls  them,  If  they  remain  irithin  the  limits  of  the 
States,  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  Humanity  and 
naUooal  honor  demand  that  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  avert  so  great  a  calamity.  It  is  too  late  to 
inquire  whether  it  wu  just  In  the  United  States  to 
Include  them  and  their  territory  within  the  iiounds 
of  new  States  whose  limits  they  could  controL  That 
step  cannot  be  retraced.  A  8tate  cannot  be  dis- 
membered by  Congress,  or  restricted  in  the  eierdse 
of  ber  constitutional  power.  But  the  people  of 
those  States,  and  of  every  State,  actuated  by  feel- 
ings of  justice  and  regard  for  our  national  honor, 
Bobmlt  to  you  the  interesting  question,  whether 
something  cannot  be  done,  con^tently  with  tbe 
rights  of  the  States,  to  preserve  this  mnch  Iqjuted 

As  a  meana  of  eflbcting  this  end,  1  suggest,  for 
yoar  oouiderAtion,  tbe  propriety  for  setti^  apart 
an  ample  district  west  of  the  Usstsoppi,  and  wtthont 
the  Umita  of  any  State  or  Territory,  now  formed,  to 
be  guarantied  to  tbe  Indian  tribea,  as  long  as  ikej 
ihu  occupy  It :  each  tribe  having  a  distinct  control 
over  the  portion  designated  for  its  use.  There  they 
may  be  secured  in  tbe  enjoymeot  of  govemmeota 
of  their  own  choice,  subject  to  no  other  control 
from  the  United  States  than  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  peaoe  on  the  frontier,  and  between 
the  several  tribes.  There  the  benevolent  may  en- 
deavor to  teach  diem  the  arts  of  civiliiatlon ;  and, 
by  promoting  union  and  harmony  among  them,  to 
raise  up  an  Interesting  conunonwealtb,  deetloed  to 
perpetuate  the  race,  and  to  attest  the  humanity  and 
justice  of  this  Govemment. 

This  emisration  should  be  voluntary ;  for  t(  would 
M  as  cruel  as  tu^osi  to  compel  the  aborigines  to 


abandon  the  graves  of  their  ftlhers,  and  seek  a 
home  in  a  distant  land.  But  tbey  shotdd  be  dis- 
tinctly inibrmed  that,  if  dtey  remain  within  liie 
Hmlli  of  tit«  Sutet,  they  tonat  be  subject  to  thdi 
laws.  In  retain  fbr  thdr  obedience,  as  indindoalt, 
thej  will,  without  doobt,  be  protected  in  the  eqjoj- 
mentofthoao  poasegdons  which  tbey  have  improved 
by  their  industry.  But  it  aeema  to  me  viuonary  to 
innMwe  that.  In  thia  state  of  tbiags,  claims  can  bo 
allowed  on  tracts  of  country  on  which  they  hare 
neither  dwelt  nor  made  improvements,  meraly  be- 
cause  they  have  seen  them  from  the  monntain,  or 
pMsed  then  in  Om  chaae.  Sobndtting  to  tho  laws 
of  the  States,  and  receiving,  like  other  dtliens,  pro- 
tection in  their  persons  and  property,  thej  wiU, 
ere  long,  become  merged  in  the  mass  of  ooi  popo- 
latiOD. 

Tbe  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  will  mue  you  acquainted  with  the  oondiUou 
and  useful  employment  of  that  branch  of  our  sei^ 


against  fbreign  nggrfsnioTi.  it  claims  tl 
lentlonof  QoreisBKOt.  Ilk  this  spirit,  uwrneasores 
which,  sinoe  the  termination  of  tlio  last  war,  faaT* 
been  in  operation  for  its  gradual  enlargement,  we«a 
adopted;  and  it  should  contJnne  to  be  eheriabed  as 
the  ol&iwing  of  oar  nadonal  experience.  It  will  ba 
seen,  however,  that  notwithstanding  tbe  gioat  b»- 
llcitnde  which  haa  been  manifested  for  tbe  perfeot 
organiiation  of  this  arm,  and  the  liberality  of  tlie 
appropriations  which  that  soliiutude  baa  suggested, 
this  object  has,  in  many  important  respeots,  not 
been  secured. 

In  time  of  peaoe,  wo  have  need  of  no  more  ships 
of  war  than  »>«  requisite  to  tbe  protection  of  onr 
oommeroe.  Those  not  wanted  for  this  otgect  must 
lie  in  tho  harbors,  where,  without  proper  coreiing, 
they  rapidly  decay ;  and  oven  under  uw  best  [««- 
cautions  for  their  presemdon,  most  soon  booomft 
uselesa.  Such  Is  uready  the  case  with  many  of  our 
finest  vessels ;  wliich,  though  unfinished,  will  now 
require  Immense  soma  of  money  to  be  restored  to 
the  condition  in  which  they  were  when  comuiitted 
to  tbeir  proper  element.  On  tbis  subject  there  can 
be  bat  little  doubt  that  our  beat  policy  would  be,  to 
discontinue  the  building  of  ahlpa  of  the  first  and 
second  class,  and  look  nther  to  the  poaoesrion  of 
ample  materials,  prepared  fbr  the  emergendee  of 
war,  than  to  the  number  of  vessels  which  we  can 
float  In  a  season  of  peace,  as  the  index  of  onr  naval 
power.  Judicioua  deports  in  navy  jardt,  of  tint- 
ber  and  other  materUls,  faabioned  under  the  hands 
of  skilful  workmeo,  and  fitted  for  prompt  applica- 
tion to  their  various  purposes,  would  enable  na,  at 
aU  Umea,  to  construct  vessels  aa  fast  as  they  can  t>e 
manoed,  and  save  tbe  heavy  expense  of  repairs,  ex- 
cept to  SQch  vessels  aa  must  be  employed  In  guard- 
ing our  commerce.  Hie  proper  points  for  the 
establishment  of  these  yards  are  indicated  with  so 
moch  force.  In  the  report  of  the  Navy  Board,  that, 
in  recommending  it  to  your  attentjou,  I  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  do  more  than  express  my  hearty  con- 
onrrenee  in  tbeir  views.  Tlie  yard  in  this  <uatrict 
being  already  Aimiahed  with  moat  of  the  machinerj 
neeeBsary  for  ship-building,  will  be  competent  to 
tho  supply  of  the  two  selected  by  tbe  Board  as  the 
bwt  for  the  conoentration  of  materials ;  and,  from 
the  facility  and  certainty  of  communication  between 
them,  it  will  be  useless  to  incur,  at  those  depots, 
tbe  expense  of  similar  machinery,  especially  that 
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n««d  in  praparinB;  (he  nsiul  metillic  and  wooden 
fimiture  of  veneiB. 

Another  iniprovemant  would  be  effected  b;  dig- 
pensiii^  altogether  wMi  the  Navj  Baud,  as  now 
eODStttutedj  and  mbtUtotlDg,  hi  ila  itead,  bar«auz 
itmilar  to  thoM  alreAd;  eziEtiM  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment Each  tnember  of  tbe  Boud,  tnuuferred  (o 
the  head  of  a  leparate  borean,  ebarged  with  qtedfle 
dutiea,  would  feel,  in  Its  highest  degree,  tiiat  whole- 
Bome  respontibOity,  wMch  cannot  be  divided,  without 
a  far  more  tlua  proporUonate  diminuUon  of  ita  force. 
Their  valuable  semcea  would  become  still  more  so 
when  separately  approprialed  to  disUnct  portiona 
of  the  Ki^t  tntereete  of  the  Kavy,  to  the  prospeiitr 
of  which  each  would  be  impelled  to  derote  hlmael^ 
bf  the  stroogest  motiTea.  0ader  mch  an  arrange- 
ment, ererj  branch  of  tliie  important  serrica  would, 


01^  in  the  ezpenditim  of  pnblio  moner  promoted. 

I  would  also  reaonunead  that  (he  marme  corpa  Iw 
merged  in  tbe  artlllerj  or  infantry,  aa  the  best  mods 
cd'  coring  the  man j  defects  in  itt  orffanliation.  Bat 
little  eioeediog  in  nnmber  anjr  of  uie  regiments  of 
infantry,  that  corps  baa,  beddea  its  lieutenant  Col- 
onel Commandant,  five  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonels, 
who  receive  the  fbll  pay  and  emoiomenti  of  their 
brevet  rank,  without  rendering  proportionate  ser- 
viee.  Details  fbr  marine  aerviee  could  as  well  be 
made  fh)m  the  artillcrj  or  infantry,  there  being  no 
peculiar  training  requisite  for  It 

With  these  improvemaots,  and  sceh  others  as 
lealoua  watchfUness  and  mature  consideration  may 
EuggEst,  there  can  be  Uttia  doubt  that,  under  an 
energetic  administration  of  its  affairs,  tlie  Navy  may 
soon  be  made  every  thing  that  tbe  nation  wishes  it 
(o  be.  ~  Ita  efficiency  ia  tbe  sappreedon  of  [dracy  in 
the  Test  India  seas,  and  wherever  its  squadrons 
have  been  employed  in  aeouring  tbe  interests  of  tbe 
eoQutry,  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Beoretary, 
to  wUon  I  refer  you  for  other  interesting  details. 
Among  these  I  would  bespeak  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress for  the  views  pivsented  in  relation  to  tbe  In- 
equality between  (he  Army  and  Navy,  as  to  the  pay 
of  (rfBeere.  No  snck  ineqnaG^  should  prevail  be- 
tween these  brave  deftaidera  of  th^  country ;  and, 
where  it  does  exist,  it  is  sabmitted  to  Congress 
whether  it  ought  not  to  be  recUSed. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  (leneral  Is  referred 
to  as  eimbitlng  a  highly  satisfactory  administration 
of  (hat  Department.  Abases  have  tieen  refbrmed; 
hicreased  expedition  in  the  transporta^OD  of  the 
mall  secured :  and  its  revenoe  much  Improved.  In 
a  potmca)  point  of  view,  this  DepartDunt  Is  ctile^ 
important  as  aUbrdlng  the  means  of  difi^idng  knowl- 
edge. It  is  to  the  body  politic,  what  the  veins  and 
arteries  are  to  the  natural,  conveying,  rapidly  and 
tegnlarly,  to  tbe  remotest  parts  of  the  system,  cor- 
rect information  of  the  operations  of  the  Oorem- 
mcnt,  and  bringing  back  to  it  Uie  wishes  and  foelings 
vttbe  people.  Through  its  sgenej  we  hare  secured 
to  onrselvei  the  full  eqoyment  of  tbe  blesdngs  of  a 
bee  press. 

la  tlus  general  survey  of  onr  aSUrs,  a  snttject  of 
high  importance  presents  itself  hi  tbe  present  ot^^- 
iiation  of  the  Judicdary.  A  voilbroi  opemlion  of 
tbe  rederd  OoremiDeot  In  tbe  diflbrent  States  U 
cert^lj  desirable ;  and,  eiiBting  as  they  do  in  t}ie 
UoioQ,  on  the  bads  of  perfeot  equality,  each  State 
has  a  right  to  expect  that  the  benefits  conferred  on 


The  Judicial  system  of  the  Doited  States  exists  in 
all  its  efficiency  in  only  fiileea  members  of  tbe 
Union ;  to  three  others,  the  Qrcoit  Courts,  which 
constitute  an  important  part  of  tliat  system,  have 
been  imperfecthr  extended ;  and  to  the  remaining 
dx,  altogether  denied.  Tbe  eUbct  has  been  to  with- 
hold ^tm  the  inhaUtants  of  the  latter,  the  advan- 
tages aflbtded  (by  the  Supreme  Court)  to  their 
feUow-dtiMns  In  other  States,  in  tbe  whole  extent 
of  the  criminal,  and  much  of  the  civil,  antbotity  of 
the  Federal  Judiciary.  That  this  state  of  thhlgs 
ought  to  be  remedied.  If  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  public  wplfkre,  is  not  to  be  doubted; 
nrither  is  it  to  be  disguised  that  the  organization  of 
our  Judicial  system  is  at  once  a  difScult  and  delicate 


upreme  Appelate  Ti 
Perhaps  it  might  I 


bunal,  is  the  olyect  desired.  Perhaps  it  might  lie 
aooonpUabed  by  dividing  Ae  Oretut  Jndges  Into 
two  classes,  and  proviiUng  that  tbe  Supreme  Court 
should  be  held  by  those  classes  alternately — the 
Chief  Justice  always  presiding. 

If  an  extension  of  the  Circuit  Court  system  to 
those  States  which  do  not  now  eqfoy  its  benefits 
should  be  determined  upon,  it  would,  of  course,  be 
necessary  to  revise  the  present  arrangement  of  the 
CHionita ;  and  even  If  that  system  should  not  be  en- 
larged, such  a  revision  Is  recommended. 

A.  provision  fbr  taking  the  census  of  the  poople 
of  the  U.  Sutes  vrill,  to  ensure  the  completion  of 
that  work  within  a  oonrenienC  tJme,  claim  Uie  early 
BttentloQ  of  CongreM. 

The  great  and  constant  increase  of  budne«  in  the 
Department  offilate  forced  itself  at  an  early  period, 
upon  the  attention  of  tbe  Executive.  Thirteen  years 
ago,  it  was,  in  Hr.  Hadtsou'e  last  message  to  Con- 
rress,  made  the  sutject  of  an  earnest  recommenda- 
tion, which  has  been  repeated  by  both  of  his  su<y 
cessora ;  and  my  comparatively  limited  experience 
has  satisfied  me  of  its  justness.  It  has  arisen  from 
many  causes,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  large  ad- 
dition that  has  been  made  to  the  &nilly  of  Independ- 
ent nations,  and  tbe  Noportionate  eitendon  of  our 
foreign  relations.  The  remedy  proposed  was  the 
estabuahment  of  a  Home  Department — a  measure 
which  does  not  appear  to  have  nut  tbe  views  of 
Congress,  on  account  of  its  supposed  tendency  to 
increase,  gradually  and  imperceptibly,  the  already 
too  strong  bias  of  the  FedMal  system  towards  (he 
eierdee  ot  aathoritj  not  delegated  to  it  I  am  not, 
therefore,  disposed  to  revfve  tbe  recommendation ; 
but  am  not  the  lev  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  so  organiring  that  Department,  that  ita  Secretary 
may  devote  more  of  his  time  to  om'  foreign  relatIon& 
Clearly  satisSed  that  the  public  good  would  be  pro- 
moted by  soma  suitable  provision  on  tbe  sulfject,  I 
respectfully  Invite  your  attention  to  it. 

Tbe  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ex- 
I^res  In  1836,  and  its  stockholders  will  most  prob- 
ably  apply  for  a  renewal  of  Uieir  privileges.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  evils  resulting  from  preclpltatmy 
in  a  measitre  involrlng  such  important  princiffas, 
and  such  deep  pecuniary  intcreats,  I  feel  ttiat  I  can- 
not, in  justJoe  to  (be  parties  Interested,  too  MKin 
present  It  to  tbe  ddiSerate  condderatlon  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  people.  Both  the  consHtution- 
ality  and  the  expediency  of  the  law  creating  thlr 
Bank,  are  well  questioned  1^  a  large  portion  of  out 
feDow-oitkens ;  and  It  nnst  be  admitted  by  «b, 
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tbat  it  has  failed  id  the  great  end  of  eotabEdiiiig  • 
unirorm  and  loond  cumacj. 

Under  theee  circunuUaces,  if  such  ui  iutltiitioii 
ie  deamed  essential  to  the  flaol  operationa  of  the 
OoTermnent,  I  eabmit  to  tbe  wisdom  of  the  Legiila- 
tare,  whether  a  N'ational  one,  foimded  apon  the 
crc^t  of  the  Ooremmeat,  aad  its  reTenuea,  might 
Dot  be  deiieed,  which  would  avoid  all  comtttutional 
diffioulties,  and,  at  the  SMiie  time,  aecare  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  GoTeraiDeiit  and  countrj  that  were 
expected  to  result  tram  the  present  Bank. 

1  csnuot  eloee  thie  commnaleation  without  bring- 
ing to  70ur  Tiew  the  just  claim  of  the  repreaentatires 
of  Commodore  Decatur,  hia  officers  and  crew,  arising 
&om  the  re-capture  of  the  fiigate  Philadelphia,  im- 
der  the  hsarj  batteries  of  Tripoli.  Although  aen- 
rible,  as  a  general  rnle,  of  the  impropriety  of  Bi- 
ecntiTe  interference,  under  a  Goremmont  Uke  oura, 


of  a  Torj  peonliu  character,  I  deem  it  m;  dot;  to 
reoommeiid  it  to  your  favorable  conMdentlOD. 
Besides  the  justice  of  tlus  cl^m,  as  corresponding 

to  those  wbiui  have  been  ainoe  recogniied  and  iaIIs- 
fled,  it  is  the  fruit  of  a  deed  of  patriotic  and  chival- 
rous daring,  which  infused  life  and  confidence  into 
our  infant  Navy,  and  coatribnted,  as  much  as  an; 
exjdoiC  in  its  history,  to  elevate  our  national  charao- 


maj  hersaAer  operate  u  a  eUmnlus  to  onr  gallant 


ance  of  Almighty  God,  wHb  a  fall  relianoe 
meroifol  [mividence  for  the  maiDleoatice  of  out  free 
insUtutiona ;  and  with  an  eamcM  sappDcation,  that, 
wbateter  errors  it  maj  be  my  lot  to  commit,  in  dii- 
charging  the  ardoous  dutiee  which  have  devolved 
on  me,  will  find  a  remedf  In  the  bannouy  and  wis- 
dom uyonr  oonncOs. 

ANDRSW  JACKSON. 
IT  B,  1829. 


Ordmd,  That  four  thousand  five  hundred  oo[des 
of  the  Hevage,  with  one  thousand  five  hundred 
oopieK  of  the  documents  accompanying  it,  be  print- 
ed for  the  nse  of  the  Senate. 


Wedhkdat,  December  9. 
Sonon  to  tA«  Dead. 

Ur.  Elub  having  annoanced  the  death  of  his 
oollesgiie,  the  Honorable  Thoiub  B.  Reed,  of 
Hjarisdppi,  snbmitted  the  following  resolDtdoDB, 
which  were  nnanimonaly  agreed  to : 

Raalved,  That  the  members  of  tbe  Senate,  ttom 
a  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Honorable  Tnoius  B.  Biui,  decras- 
ed,  late  a  Senator  of  this  body,  from  the  State  of 
Hisnadpid,  will  go  into  mourning  for  one  month 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

Retetvid,  That,  as  an  additional  evidence  of  re- 
elect to  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Thomu  ~ 
Exm  the  Senate  do  now  a^jouni. 


WsDinaDAT,  December  88. 

Intamt  due  to  certain  State*. 

The   bill   providing   for  the  allowancs  of 

intereet  to  cert^n  States  therein  mentioned,  on 
ench  advances  made  by  them  to  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war,  as  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  refunded  to  them,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
to  the  bill,  were  taken  np  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  amendments,  viz :  To  provide  for 
the  payrnent  of  interest  duo  to  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire,  were  agreed 
to ;  and,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Jrevsll,  the  hiU  was 
further  amended  by  inserting  the  State  of  North 
Carolina ;  and  the  question  being  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — 

Ur.  BanoN  e;q>rea8ed  some  repngnanoe  at 
voting  fbr  the  bill,  milil  he  was  better  informed 
of  the  oofueqneDcea  which  nai^t  attoid  that 
vote,  and  how  far  the  acoonnting  officers  of  tlie 
Oovemment  mig^t  be  authoriied  to  go  under 
the  bilL  Formerly  great  rigor  and  esaotneas 
were  observed  in  the  inrestigaUon  of  olums 
on  the  Government  before  Congress  ordered 
their  allowance.  It  was  a  ^;ood  practice,  and 
he  ahoold  be  sorry  to  see  a  different  and  looser 
mode  introduced.  For  himself^  he  did  not 
know  that  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  to  a 
single  State,  and  if  the  bill  proposed  to  anthor- 
ize  the  aoconnting  officers  to  asoertwn  the  fact 
of  the  existence  of  debt  to  the  States,  and  allow 
interest  thereon,  without  other  examination,  he 
could  not  consent  to  it  He  should  himaelf 
like  to  see  the  aocounta,  whether  for  advaooes 
made  in  money,  or  fbr  services  rendered,  and 
know  whether  they  were  rendered  by  order  or 
agunst  order,  and  Judge  of  their  validity.  At 
present  he  was  in  the  dark  as  to  the  whole  Bnb- 
jeot  of  the  bill ;  he  had  seen  no  rmort  on  it, 
and  knew  not  if  there  waa  any.  He  denred 
farther  information. 

Mr.  itABxa  adverted  to  certain  docnmenta  in 
his  possession  which  wonld  elucidate  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  but  not  aotidpating  the  con- 
sideratioa  of  the  bill  to-daj,  he  had  not  brought 
the  papers  to  the  House  with  him.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  hot  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest (« 

Mr.  Bhith,  of  Maryland,  who  said  that  the 
bill  did  not  contemplate  the  admission  of  any 
oltdma  for  advanoee,  or  the  examination  of  any 
aooountsj  there  were  none  to  be  rendered — 
they  had  all  been  settled  and  paid — aod  the 
hill  is  for  the  allowance  of  interest  on  those 
clajms  which  have  been  settled  and  paid.  In- 
stead of  laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  he  pre- 
ferred poatponiog  it  to  Monday,  and  maVjng  it 
the  order  ot  the  day ;  whioh  motion  he  made, 
and  it  waa  carried. 

Tdsbdat,  Deoembo-  aS. 

military  Peaet  EttMiOmmt. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  apedal  ordsrof 
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the  day  on  the  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to 
Tsdnoe  and  fix  the  military  peace  establishment 
of  the  TlDited  States,  paased  March  9, 1B21.. 
The  bill  is  as  foUows : 

"Wbereu  doobta  haye  arisen  in  tlie  consCrac- 
tioo  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  secoad  d*j 
of  H&rch,  one  thousolid  eight  hnndred  and  tireuty- 
one,  entitled  "  An  act  to  redaee  and  fix  the  miliCarT 
peace  establiihoiDnt  of  the  Cnlted  States,"  which 
hate  hitherto  preyented  it  ftom  being  csmed  into 
execution,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  arranKement  of  a 
colonel  to  the  second  regiment  of  ArUllerj :  And 
whereas  it  was  ^e  true  inCeat  and  meaning  of  the 
Bud  act,  that  the  Tacancy  afores^d  sbonld  be  filled 
bj  sriBDging  to  It  one  of  the  colonels  in  the  army 
of  the  United  Stales,  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
thereof:  And  whereas,  la  the  execution  of  said  act, 
Daniel  Bissell,  then  a  colonel  in  the  lioe,  and  a  bre- 
vet Brigadier  General  in  the  army  of  [he  United 
BtatES,  was  ordered  to  be  discharged  as  a  super 
nnmerary  officer,  which  order,  as  it  affected  the  sali 
Dsnid  Bissell,  and  some  other  officers,  was  held  by 
the  Senate  to  be  Illegal  and  void :  And  whereas  the 
Freadent  of  the  United  Slates  has  since  nominated 
the  said  Daniel  BisaeU  to  be  colonel  of  the  second 
regiment  of  artillery  aToreiaid,  which  nomioation 
the  Senate  have  not  acted  upon,  because  they  hold 
the  said  Colonel  and  Brevet  Brieadier  Qenersl  Dan- 
iel Bissell  to  be  in  the  army,  and  to  need  no  new  ap- 
pointment: Now,  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  ail 
doubt  and  disagreement  npon  this  subject,  and  to 
enable  the  President  to  carry  sdd  act  of  March 
aecond,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twsnty- 
one,  into  execution : 

"Be  it  eaacUd,  ite.  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  au^oriied  to  fill  the  racancy  in  the 
seoond  regiment  of  artillery,  by  anaoging  Daniel 
BInell  thereto." 

Mr.  Bentoh,  in  snpport  of  tlie  passage  of 
the  bill,  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Hilttary  Afffura,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Preaident's  message  to  Oongress  in 
1826,  which  relates  to  this  subjoct. 

Hr.  Saktobd  moved  to  expunge  the  preamble 
from  the  bill.  He  oonsidered  it  wholly  tm- 
necessary,  and  stated  that  there  was  no  instance 
in  our  Government  in  which  a  preamble  to  a 
bill  waa  employed  as  a  vehicle  of  the  reasons 
why  the  bit!  itself  ought  to  be  passed.  It  was, 
he  repeated,  wholly  nnnanal  and  unnecessary ; 
and,  in  (he  present  case,  especially  OEmeoeesary, 
flince  all  the  reoaona  why  the  bill  onght  to  be 
passed,  were  explained  more  at  length  ■" 
varions  other  documents. 

Mr.  Bebtoh,  in  reply,  s^d,  that  he  woold  be 
aorry  to  be  the  occasion  of  introdnoing  any 
iottovations  into  the  proceedings  of  this  body ; 
bat  if  it  was  any  innovation,  he  oonudered  Uie 
present  instance  of  sofficient  importance  to 
antborize  a  departnre  from  the  nsnal  practice. 
It  was  a  case,  he  said,  which  stood  alone,  and 
irbich,  in  his  opinion,  not  only  jnsUfiod,  bat 
required  a  preamble.  The  object  of  the  pream- 
ble was  to  explain  the  natnre  and  the  end  of 
the  act  itselC    The  neoesrity  for  the  preambli 


records  of  tlie  Senate,  and  could  not  be  known 
to  the  poblic  or  the  other  Hoose  unless  stated 
in  this  way.  There  was  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended of  its  growinK  into  precedent,  ttoi 
of  oor  bills  being  loaded  with  nnnecessary  pre- 
ambles. He  th^efore  hopad  that  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  woold  not  pre- 

Hr.  StDTS,  of  Uaryland,  said  that  precedent* 
arise,  and  only  arise,  from  the  repetition  of 
particular  cases,  which  increase  gradualtr  till 
at  length  they  become  common  usage.  Tbns, 
if  it  be  acceded  to  in  the  present  inatanoe,  it 
wonld  be  quoted  hereafter  in  support  of  a  repe- 
tition cj  it.  He  oonaidered  it  wrong  to  follow 
the  English  practice  in  this  respect,  a»  the 
reports  of  onr  committees,  with  which  all  bills 
are  aoeompanied,  sapply  the  place  of  pre- 
ambles. 

Ur.  HoLioB  deemed  a  preamble  nothing  bat 
an  apolt^j  fbr  legislation ;  and  fbr  ^Kilogiea  he 
thoDght  there  was  no  necesdty.  His  chief 
objection  to  preambles  waa,  that  they  rendered 
le^slation  complex  instead  cS  elnddadng  it. 

Hr.  Hatnb  soidi,  that  in  the  Kood  olden  times, 
when  people  were  not  ashamea  to  tell  the  truth, 
bills  were  preceded  by  preambles  always.  They 
usflJ  to  sot  fortn  the  obiect  of  the  bill, 
and  the  means  by  which  that  object  was  to  be 
obtained.  It  now  happena  that  the  practice  is 
chuiged,  and  preambles  have  come  into  diaoae 
because  legislative  bodies  are  leas  candid.  So 
maci)  for  precedent,  which  has  led  ns  to  dispense 
with  the  nse  of  preambles.  He  knew  oases  in 
which  it  wonld  have  been  well  to  have  retained 
the  old  practice.  He  knew  a  ease  in  which  a 
preamble  wonld  have  been  of  infinite  advantage 
—he  meant  the  Tariff  law.  A  preamble  to 
that  act  wonld  have  stated  its  trae  objects — 
that  it  was  for  the  porpose,  not  of  raising  rev- 
enue, but  for  the  protection  of  the  nuuin- 
faotnring  interests.  As  to  the  t^prohensions 
of  the  genUeman  from  Maryland,  (Ur.  Sjoih,) 
he  (llr.  H.)  would  say  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  its  becoming  a  precedent — on  the  contrary, 
the  only  danger  to  be  dreaded  waa,  that  wa 
may  be  left  without  a  precedent  fbr  stating  the 
gronnds  of  onr  le^slation.  The  gentieman  not 
only  objecta  aa  to  the  danger  of  its  becoming  a 
pr^iedent  for  fiitnre  action,  bnt  he  also  »ya 
that  it  is  not  proper  to  spread  onr  reasons  for 
legislatiog  npon  record.  This  very  case,  he 
(Mr.  H.)  contended,  required  that  the  reaaona 
should  go  with  the  act.  Suffer  it  to  go  to  the 
world  naked,  and  what  will  it  appear  I  Why, 
that  Oolonet  Bissell  is  assigned  to  the  oommaad 
of  the  seoond  regiment  of  artillery  by  an  act 
of  Congress.  This  would  seem  out  of  ooorae, 
and  wlut,  he  wonld  ask,  wonld  be  the  conae- 
qnencea  I  Why,  that  Congress  undertakes  to 
fill  vacancies  in  the  army  by  special  aots.  Bnt 
this  is  on  extraordinary  case,  and  to  prevent  the 
poB^bility  of  ita  being  misonderatood,  we  state 
the  reasons  of  passing  the  bill  in  a  preamble  to 
it.  Unless  these  reasons  were  spread  npon 
record,  he  woold  haaitate  mnch  whether  he 
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■honld  rote  for  the  paouge  of  the  bill,  u  be 
was  not  ^Bpoeed  to  aearoh  for  the  reaaona 
amoBgBt  the  pnblio  docoments  of  the  Senate, 
or  the  £zeciit[Te  archives  of  the  Senate.  He 
hffpei,  therefore,  the  reoBong  for  this  not  would 
go  with  It,  and  speak  for  themselves  to  all 
fotnre  time.  The  preunhle  of  a  bUl,  he  s^d, 
waa  the  ke^  to  unlock  the  motlTe  which  in- 
daoed  its  passage. 

Mr,  Foot  said  that  this  bill  required  no  key 
to  niiloek  it  The  bill  was  perfectly  simple, 
and  easily  understood:  it  reads,  "that  the  Pres- 
ident be,  and  is  hereoy,  anthorized  to  fill  the 
TaoanoT  in  the  seoond  reslment  of  artillery,  by 
amngtog  Daniel  BiaseU  uiereto."  As  to  assign- 
ing reasons  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  he  thought 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  He  was  opptwd 
to  making  apologies  for  onr  pablie  acts — he 
would  Biako  no  apoltwy.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  weQ  observed,  the  reports 
aooompsnying  the  hills  contain  the  reasons  of 
oar  legislation. 

Mr.  K^m  scud  there  was  some  difflcnlty  with 
him  about  this  matter.  The  necessity  which 
gave  rise  to  the  bill  was  a  different  oonstmctidn 
being  given  to  the  act  of  1881  by  the  Preddent 
And  the  Senate.  The  President  thongbt  that 
he  had  not  the  power  to  arrange  General  Bissell 
to  the  command  of  the  second  r^pmont  of 
artillery,  and  the  Senate,  on  the  oontrai^, 
thought  he  had  the  authority  to  do  so.  A  bill 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
difficulty.  If  the  bill  pass  in  the  proposed 
fonn-  without  the  preamble,  we  call  upon  the 
Prendent  to  sign  a  bill  stating  that  to  be  right 
which  he  has  declared  or  believed  to  be  wrong ; 
we  call  npon  him  to  sign  against  bis  cmvictlon. 
As  he  stated  before,  the  President  denies  that 
he  has  the  authority  which  the  bill  supposes. 
He  moved  to  amend  the  motion  <^  the  Senator 
from  New  Torh  by  striking  out  all  from  the 
word  "artillery'' to  the  words  "And  whereas," 
eidnsive. 

Mr.  SuiTH  said  that  this  very  motion  showed 
the  impropriety  of  introdnoing  preambles  into 
hills.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
EArm)  oonsidered  a  preamble  necessary  to  show 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  an  act ;  and  he  said 
that  if  a  proper  preamble  had  been  placed 
before  the  Tariff  bill,  the  obiects  set  forth  would 
be  widely  different  from  wnat  was  there  stated. 
His  opinion  was,  that  the  preamble  was  wholly 
nnneoessary ;  if  it  prevail  In  one  case  It  must 
prevail  in  alt,  and  the  result  will  be  thot 
butead  of  discussing  bills,  we  will  be  employed 
in  the  consideration  of  preambles. 

Mr,  DioEXBsoK  Bsid  ne  would  vote  a^nst 
striking  oat  the  preamble  in  this  particular 
case,  though  he  oUaoted  to  the  general  use  of 
it.  'In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (fe.  HiTN«)  who  expressed  his  regret 
that  a  preamble  was  not  inbodnoed  into  the 
Tariff  bill,  Mr.  D.  read  the  preamble  of  the  act 
of  1789,  laying  duties,  which  was  as  follows 


United  States,  and  (be  enoonnguneut  and  proteo 
tien  of  niini^etiinfl,  that  dotlea  be  laid  on  gooda^ 
ires,  and  merehaD^Ma,  imported." 
Mr.  H^Tint  sud  the  gentieman  had  given  the 
best  reason  why  the  practice  onght  not  to  be 
dispensed  with.  If  the  real  object  of  the  Tariff 
act  of  1828  had  been  prefixed  to  it,  we  conld 
then  have  gone  to  the  Judiciary  and  tested  the 
constitutionality  of  that  law. 

Mr.  Eun,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate 
so  modified  his  amendment  as  to  read,  '*And 
whereas  it  was  dedded  by  the  Beaat«  to  be  the 
true  intent  and  meaning,"  &«. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  21, 
noes  IE. 

The  question  on  striking  oat  the  whole  pre- 
amble was  next  taken,  and  negatived—ayes  19, 
noes  20. 

Mr.  SitiXB,  of  Maryland,  inquired  whetlier 
the  peraon  referred  to  in  the  bill  would  be 
entitled,  to  his  pay  for  the  time  frvm  wbioh  be 
was  deranged  to  the  time  when  he  ia  to  be 
arranged. 

Mr.  Bkbtok  replied  fliat  each  offloer  was 
obliged  to  ^ve  a  oertificat«  of  honor  that  be 
was  employed,  and  had  incurred  the  nsnal  ez- 
pensee,  during  the  time  for  which  he  dums  pay, 
before  he  is  entitied  to  any  emolument. 

The  question  of  engrosfong  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading  being  stat«d, 

Mr.  Bibb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  swd 
he  was  equally  opposed  to  the  prinupla  of  the 
preamble  and  the  bilL  He  thought  the  decision 
of  the  Present  right  and  this  bill  wrong.    He 


perhaps  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  who  had  ren- 
dered no  service  for  it 

The  jeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SioTa  moved  to  Iv  the  bill  on  the  table. 
He  thought  the  hill  coold  l>e  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  a  clause,  providing  against  the  pay- 
ment of  this  individual  for  the  time  he  haa  been 
out  of  servioe. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


MoNDXT,  January  4,  1880. 

The  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  riehts  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  the  question  was  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Bxix  said  that  this  bill,  in  its  operations, 
would  produce  this  effect;  the  encouragement 
of  future  violation  of  the  laws  which  regulate 
onr  public  land  system.  This  bill  gives  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  all  those  who  have 
v^lated  our  land  laws  by  entering  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  now  have  aotnal  possesrim  of 
them.  It  gives  the  right  to  those  who  have 
thus  entered  these,  to  purchase  them  at  the 
inimmum  pric&  It  will  confer  the  right  on  a 
large  portion  of  those  intruders  who  have 
enterea  on  those  new  tracts  of  land  which 
have  been  surveyed,  but  which  have  not  been 
as  yet  offered  for  sale.    It  will  confer  the  right 
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on  those  who  are  in  posseMioD  of  the  most 
eligible  portioaa  of  land  in  the  new  oonntrT, 
and  the  aflbct  will  be,  that  when  those  lonaB 
are  offered  at  pnblio  sale,  the  intmders  who 
are  in  possearion  of  them,  wili  deter  pnrohasera 
fi-om  bidding  for  tliem.  Tliere  are  many  and 
obviona  reasons,  (sud  Mr.  B.,)  why  porohasers 
who  already  have  lands,  wUl  deoline  interfering 
with  the  poBseasorB  of  these  lands  when 
offered  for  Bale,  howeveT  eligible  thej  may  be. 
Oompasaion  for  the  situation  of  these  people 
and  their  fanuliea,  will  prevent  competitors 
from  interfering  with  them.  There  ore,  in  fkot, 
many  other  reasons  to  convince  them  of  the 
impmdence  of  porohaaing  snch  tracts  of  lands 
over  those  who  have  taken  possession  of  them. 
These  intrndors  then  wiU  remain  in  possession, 
and  this  bill  gives  them  the  right  to  entor  theae 
lands  at  the  minimum  price,  althongh  they 
might  be  worQi  fonr  times  as  mnoh.  This  bul, 
besides,  allows  the  purchasers  time  which  is  not 
allowed  to  others ;  it,  in  effect,  gives  them  a 
or^it  of  one  year.  If  he  nnderstood  the  bill, 
pir.  B.  said,)  its  operations  wonld  not  cease 
here.  If  its  operatioaB  would  end  here  only, 
the  olyection  he  hod  stated  to  Ihe  bill  woald 
still  be  conclnsive  with  him ;  but  its  effect  ex- 
tended farther ;  it  sanctions  (said  he)  an  act 
forbidden  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  it 
sanctions  intmders  on  the  pnblic  lands,  and  It 
will  sanction  this  as  a  precedent  for  ftitoie  in- 
tniders  to  act  likewise.  How  many  will  it  not 
tempt  to  follow  the  example,  thus  to  give  them 
a  title  to  the  pnblic  lands,  at  the  minimmn  price, 
and  on  a  year's  credit  t  He  wonld  ask  whether 
this  law  wonld  not  encourage  other  intrnders 
to  enter  apon  the  public  lands,  when  they  can 
purchase  them  at  the  minimum  price!  We 
cannot,  and  we  will  not  ref^ise  them  the  same 
privilege,  when  they  ask  ns,  which  we  now 
propose  to  grant  Any  pereon  who  has  wit- 
nessed the  effect  of  precedents  in  this  body, 
most  see  that  this  precedent  will  be  acted  upon 
hereafter.  Thus  by  holding  out  this  encourage- 
ment, the  effect  will  bo  to  mduce  other  intmd- 
ers to  enter  upon  the  public  lands,  with  the 
hope  of  finally  being  allowed  to  porchase  them 
at  the  minimum  price.  This  is  llie  natm^  the 
probable,  and  certain  effect  of  the  measure  pro- 
posed. It  wonld  be  better  to  repeal  all  laws 
on  thia  snlyeot,  and  to  permit  a  general  scram- 
ble, than  to  pass  tlie  present  law. 

Mr.  Babtok  said  he  would  state  briefly  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  committee  in  re- 
porting the  bilL  There  had  been,  heretofore, 
some  difficulty  with  tlie  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject of  pre-emption  rights ;  but  he  believed  no 
difficulty  on  that  subject  existed  at  present 
With  respect  to  the  prohibition  of  settlements 
on  the  pnblic  lands,  contained  in  the  old  act  of 
1807,  and  Eluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  BBI.^)  that  act  did  in- 
deed prohibit  snch  intrusions,  (and  it  was 
prtqMT  enoagh  for  any  government  intending 
to  sell  the  whole  of  its  lands  to  make  such 


ever,  although  intended  to  qiply  to  that  par- 
ticular case,  must  necessarily  have  been  gen- 
eral in  its  effects ;  and  for  this  reason,  and  bft> 


of  the  many  cases  of  hardship  wbit^ 
arose  fl-om  it,  Oongresshadon  various  oooasiona 
deemed  it  necessary  to  depart  ft\)m  the  provi- 
Mons  of  ^e  act  of  1807,  and  grant  pre-emption 
rights  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands. 
Inasmuch,  then,  as  these  various  grants,  made 
at  different  periods,  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  together  witii  the  operations  of  the 
old  law  above  allnded  to,  created  great  in- 
equality in  the  conditions  of  the  various  settler* 
on  the  public  lands,  the  object  of  tlie  committee 
was  to  destroy  that  inequality,  and  place  all  tha 
new  States  and  Territories  on  the  same  footing. 
So  far  from  its  being  the  settled  polioy  of  the 
Qovernment  to  prevent  intrnsioiu  on  the  pub- 
lic land  by  others  than  actual  pnrohasers,  the 
general  prohibitionof  thelawof  ISOThadbeen, 
as  he  hid  Just  observed,  departed  from  in  va- 
rions  instances,  so  that  the  bad  precedent  of 
reward  in  violation  of  the  law,  o^ected  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampsnire,  had  in 
fact  been  often  set,  and  long  ago.    As  to  the 


ittee,  they  were  chiefly 
induced  to  report  the  bill  in  conseqnence  of  the 
operations  of  the  public  land  system  at  the 
present  time.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
Eampahire  would  turn  to  the  documents  on 
the  subject,  he  would  flnd  that,  for  the  last 
thirty  yeaim,  the  sales  of  the  lands  hod  netted 
to  the  Government  but  little  more  than  the 
mintmiitii  price,  while  the  actual  settier  had 
paid  more ;  and  that  result  was  produced  in  this 
manner:  among  other  cansee,  not  neoeeaary  to 
detml,  there  was  s  kind  of  intermediate  poww 
interposed  between  the  aotnal  setUer  and 
cultivator,  and  the  (^vbmment  Bpeonlators 
formed  a  combination^  and  ran  ap  the  prioe  <^ 
the  lands  under  sale,  m  some  instances,  but  in 
a  great  many  more  oases,  formed  oombioations 
to  intimidate  that  oloee  of  purchasers  who 
osooUy  tiU  the  soil,  and  bought  np  lai^e  bodies 
of  land  for  but  Utile  mora  than  the  minimum 
prioe ;  which  they  afterwards  sold  to  them  at  a 
great  profit  On  consnlting  with  the  Gommis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  leaning 
that  this  system  of  speculation  hod  been  carried 
on  to  a  very  great  extent,  particularly  in  the 
southwest,  the  question  presented  itself  to  the 
committee,  wheuier  it  would  not  be  the  better 
policy  for  the  Government  to  rive  to  the  actual 
settler  the  tract  cultivated  by  nim,  at  the  nuni- 
mnm  price,  than  to  ^ve  it,  at  tiie  same  price, 
to  those  who  only  purchased  with  a  view  to 
ultimate  profit ;  and  they  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  as  much  for  the  interest  of 
the  Qovemment  as  of  the  cultivator  and  settler, 
that  this  combination  of  speculators  should  be 
'      ■     ■  •        gthe 
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pot  doUars  into  the  Treasnrj,  the  aotaal  settler, 
under  the  proTiMoQs  at  tJiia  bill,  vonld  paj  aa 
much  w  the  ^eoolator;  while,  (»i  the  other 
hand,  enconngement  would  be  given  to  a  most 
interestiiia  and  meritoriinu  dan  of  our  fellow- 
eitiienB,  boe  ooltivatora  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  NoBu*  said  that,  aa  the  iQlgect  had  b«ea 
bronght  under  the  consideration  of  the  Benat«, 
he  oonld  not  remain  in  ailenoe,  especiallj  on 
Bcoonnt  of  the  ezpresdona  i^tt^red  by  the  cen- 
tleman  from  New  Hampahire,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  pnolio  lands  to  a  general 
scramble  than  to  pass  this  hiU.  The  eotenoK 
wedge  (said  Hr.  N.)  has  now  been  introdnoe^ 
«nd  the  citizens  of  ibe  new  States  are  to  be  left 
at  the  mer07  of  the  tomchawk  and  scalping 
knife.  The  sarveTS  of  the  pablio  lands  are  to 
he  checked  in  the  first  plaoe,  (alluding  to  Ur. 
Foot's  propodlion,)  sua  now  pre-emption  is 
denied  to  actual  setuen;  asorambleforuielanda 
is  next  proposed.  The  history  of  the  eale  of 
the  pnbtio  lands  oonunenoed  at  the  Oongress 
held  in  New  York.  Theee  lands  were  at  one 
time  sold  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre, 
and  alHiongh  the  poaseaeors  of  them  have 
risked  their  lives  in  settling  them,  jet  we  are 
told  that  it  wonld  be  better  to  have  a  general 
•ontnble  ftw  these  lands  than  to  pass  the  pro- 
posed bilL  He  h<q>ed  that  we  woold  feel  for 
the  people  thos  rittiated,  and  who  have  risked 
•0  nmch  in  tnakiiig  the  settlemonts  which  they 
ask  tlie  privilege  of  bnying.  Without  monej, 
withoDt  oloUiee,  withont  bread,  th«7  have  set- 
tled tliis  oonntry,  and  nov  tbej  ate  tAld  that 
the  eorveri  of  the  land  most  cease.  The  par- 
tition of  these  lands  was  first  conmienced  hy 
forming  townships,  and  now  thej  are  narrowed 
down  into  ^ghtf  acres.  Bat  now  snrvefs  are 
to  eease,  emigration  to  be  checked,  the  actnal 
settlers  to  be  tnmed  off;  the  plough  and  the 
sickle  are  to  be  broken  into  pieces.  We  (aaid 
Hr.  N.)  will  resist  this  attempt.  It  is  said  that 
the  people  are  violators  of  the  pnblio  land  laws, 
and  woold,  if  Utis  bill  were  passed,  ijqjare  the 
sale  of  these  lands,  by  deterring  porobasers  from 
biddfaig  for  them.  He,  (Ur.  N.,}  on  the  con- 
trary, asserted  that,  instead  ot  diminishing,  tbef 
BomieDted  the  valoe  of  these  lands. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  to  Tuesday 
week. 


TvteDXt,  Jannary  S, 
Mattaehmettt  Claim. 
Mr.  SiLSBKK  roee  and  eaid,  that^  agreeably  to 
notice  given  yesterday,  he  was  about  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  hill,  entitled  "  A  bill  to 
aathoriKe  the  payment  of  the  cl^ma  of  the 
State  of  Massaciinsetts  for  certain  militia  ser- 
vices dnring  the  late  war ;  "  but  as  this  clum, 
which  had  been  so  long  in  Oongresa,  had  never 
been  before  this  branch  of  it,  he  was  induced 
to  accompany  its  introdaction  here  by  a  remark 
or  two  in  relation  to  it  The  subject  of  this 
dafan,  he  sud,  hod  been  embraced  in  every 


annual  message  of  the  Chief  Uagistrate  of  Uas- 
sechoBettB,  and  had  occupied  a  portion  of  the 
attentioD  of  every  successive  Legislature  of  that 
State,  for  some  time  past;  that  this  conaiden- 
tion,  in  connection  with  the  interest  and  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Uassachusetts  upon 
the  sabject,  made  it  the  doty  of  their  Bepre- 
sentatives  here  to  press  it  upon  Qie  early  caa- 
sideralJon  uf  the  B^&te,  without  waiting  longer 
for  the  action  of  the  other  House  upon  it. 
Uaseachusetts,  one  of  the  oldest  States  of  the 
Union,  had  presented  a  claim  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tLe  United  States,  for  military  ex- 
pendttores  in  the  conrse  of  the  late  war,  to 
an  amount  exceeding  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars.    This  clum  had  been  considered  sn 

Suitable  one,  not  only  by  that  adminisbation 
the  Government  of  Massachusetts  nnder 
which  it  originBt«d,  but  by  every  succeeding 
administration  of  the  State,  from  uiat  period  w 
time  to  the  present  one,  and  after  twelve  or 
thirteen  yean'  ^>i)lication  for  a  remuneration 
of  the  daim,  a  bill  was  repented,  aboot  two 
years  ago,  for  two  hundred  akd  forty  odd  tlion- 
sand  dollars,  or  a  little  over  one-quarter  of  its 
amount  This  bill  (said  Ur.  S.)  was  accom- 
panied by  a  report  from  the  most  scrutlmDng 
officer  of  the  War  Department,  stating  thia 
amount,  at  least,  to  be  due,  according  to  the 
most  rigid  prindples  which  had  ever  been 
adopted  in  the  adiustment  of  any  similar  dum 
whatever;  and  although  nearly  or  quite  two 

!'ears  had  elapeed  dnce  that  report  was  mode, 
b  has  not  bem  acted  upon;  yet,  while  this 
claim  of  Uassacbusette  had  bean  pending  before 
Oongress,  most,  if  not  all,  those  of  a  similar 
character,  from  other  States,  had,  be  believed, 
been  settied.  Uassachnsetts  (sfdd  Ur.  8.)  oaks 
and  expects  the  same  measnre  of  justice  to  be 
rendered  to  her  which  has  been  accorded  to 
those  other  States ;  and  she  asks  also,  and  asks 
earnestly,  for  a  decision  upon  her  clum.  It 
has,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  her  ddeg&titai, 
become  their  duty  to  urge  it  to  a  settlement 
and  to  entrees  their  derare  that  an  early  report 
and  deelnbn  may  be  had  upon  it  in  the  Benate. 
With  this  explanation,  he  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  bilL 

The  leave  was  granted,  and  the  bill  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


TuttDXT,  Janoary  19. 
Mr.  Ibot*i  JZewIuttm  to  /ofHsra  itOo  lA«  S»- 


vedimeytd 
lia  LandM.* 


Ur.  Eatns  sud,  I  have  not  risen,  Vi.  Pred- 
dent,  for  the  prnpose  of  diseasing  the  propriety 


•Tlili  nwlDtlon  wi^  Is  ItHl^  bnt  ■  rimpl*  pnpoHd  lb- 
qniiT  Into  Qm  tsfMaxj  of  ■  tsmponiy  moBotbiB  ft  Ika 
mIm  of  thg  pabUii  Uad*,  ud  u  neh  Inqoltr  pnaeotrd  bn 
ft  BUTDW  Oeld  (tf  dlmurion  mDd  bat  buk^nt  topla  of  d^ 
bkU.  Bat  It  *■>  HxRi  mads  to  Uk«  UHtlwr  tmB,  sad  to 
davaliv  A  topio  of  giMt  ud  abldlsf  [atocwt— tba  doutrio* 
of  BnlHflartlonl  sod  Iti  m 


Jaxiut,  leso.] 

of  institaUiiK  the  luqnuy  recommended  by  tbe 
resolutioiL  but  to  offer  a  few  remiu'kB  on  an- 
other ana  moch  more  important  qnestdon,  to 
which  Kentlemen  have  alladed  in  the  ooutm 
of  tbis  debate — I  mean  the  polioj  which  OQght 
to  be  pnrBoed  in  relation  to  the  pnblio  lands. 
The  object  of  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  offer 
it  merely  to  caU  pablio  attention  to  tbe  ques- 
tion, to  throw  oat  a  few  crude  and  undigested 
thoDghta,  as  food  for  reflection,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  for  the  adoption,  at  no 
oistant  day,  of  aome  fixed  and  settled  policy  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands.  I  believe  that, 
out  of  the  Western  country,  there  ia  no  subject 
in  tbe  whole  range  of  our  legislation  less  nn~ 
derstood,  and  in  relation  to  which  there  eiista 
BO  many  errors,  and  such  unhappy  prqudices 
and  misconceptions. 

There  m^  be  said  to  be  two  great  parties  in 
this  country,  who  entertun  very  opposite 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the 
policy  which  the  Oovemment  has  heretofore 
pnrsned.  In  relation  to  the  pnblio  lands,  te  well 
as  to  that  which  ought,  hereafter,  to  be  pur* 
sned.  T  proDoee,  very  briefly,  to  examine  these 
opinions,  ana  to  throw  out  for  consideration  a 
few  ideas  in  connection  with  them.  Adverting 
first,  to  tbe  post  policy  of  the.  Government,  we 
find  that  one  party,  embracing  a  very  large  por- 
tion, perhaps  at  this  time  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple 01  the  United  States,  in  aU  quarters  of  the 
Uiiion,  entertain  the  opinion,  that,  in  the  set- 
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Mr.  FooCi  AeMlutun — AtMr  ZwMit. 
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n  th«  promljiaa' 


tjuln  Bt  the  wm  of  nj  ota  B 
Hbth*  (wltb  vhom  <t  bcgu)  ' 

on  thlA  nflv  ud  itartlln^  toplo ;  ua^  wlut  wu  tMiiX  npou  It 
b7  UuidkIth  ud  othen.  1>  ill  that  ntiliu  ■  inrrlTtiig  In- 
Umt  St  tUs  d>Ti  0'' E*™  Mlebrll;ta  thB  delMte  itttu  time, 
ftad  1l  the  only  pert  of  It  which  umee  within  the  eoope  at 
tUe  ebrldgiiuat.  Mr.  HiToa,  In  oppoitnc  Ur.  Foot^i  reeo- 
IbUob,  tMk  ooeulaa  to  go  Inta  th«  egneldentloa  of  the  ta- 
tarc  dliporition  of  tha  pablio  lends,  eng^eellD^  their  tmnetlBr 
onMir  tanni  to  tbe  oew  Btalee  In  wbloh  thaylle  asdror 
tlie  buuflt  of  Httlen  and  ooltlTeton,  and  depncatliig  tbeli 
■ale  Ak  1110007,  either  to  aoonftiDlatfl  In  the  TreaeTuy,  or  to 
be  dlrlded  emonc  the  Blataa,  ai  leading  to  eonaptjon  and 
enuoUditlDik.  ]Cf.  Webatet.  In  rep];,  took  up  [hie  point  In 
He.  Hajne^B  ipeeoh,  and  ar^ed  that  eoaaalidatloa  wee  tiot 
ths  dangBT  which  threatened  theae  Btetaa,  bnt  the  eontrary 
— IHiiinlonI  and  refBmd  to  laogoice  and  proeeadlngi  In 
Sonth  Oaiollna,  nndrle  In  their  Import,  and  tending  to  tble 
dira  •itremlt]',  Witb  eqasl  deoonim  and  JnatlH,  (fbr  thero 
was  nothing  to  Implleata  Mr.  Haynv  In  any  of  tble  langnage 
Br  CMtdDCt,)  Hr.  Webeter  formallr  eionetated  blai  (tom  all 
eaDpHcttj  In  the  mppoMd  design.  Bat  he  Implicated 
otboi,  ud  that  quits  dlatlnatl7~Mend«  of  Mr.  Hajno— 

Hid :  and  ana  of  whom  we*  praacnt,  and  bonnd  la  hoar  all 
thst  waa  lald,  and  to  be  aCent— hla  poeltloa  Ibiblddlng  him 
to  enpge  In  Sonatmlal  dluuialoa  —  (Mr.  Calhoun,  Tlea 
PnMent  of  the  Dnlled  Btataa,  and  President  of  the  Banata.) 
Tba  generona  Iplllt  of  Mr.  Eajne  eame  to  the  deftoee  of 
fttondt  who  could  not  qiaek  br  tfaemeelTea.  Ha  ipoks  loi 
tlmn;  and  that  brought  on  tha  great  debate  on  NalMea- 
tJoii  and  DiHinlon— of  sneb  abtorbing 
and  to  which  aabaeqnent  arente  hare  I 


tiement  of  the  new  States  and  tbe  dispontion 
of  the  public  lands,  Congress  has  pursued  not 
only  a  highly  just  and  liberal  oonrse,  but  one  of 
extraordinary  kindness  and  indulgence.  We 
are  regarded  as  having  acted  towai^B  the  new 
States  in  tbe  spirit  of  parental  weakness,  grant- 
ing to  ii-oward  children,  not  only  every  thing 
lliat  was  reasonable  and  proper,  but  actnally 
robbing  ourselves  of  our  property  to  grati^ 
their  insatjable  desires.  While  the  other 
party,  embracing  the  entire  West,  insist  that 
we  hare  treat«d  them,  ftom  the  b^^nnlng,  not 
like  heirs  of  tbe  eetatev  but  in  the  spirit  of  a 
hard  task-master,  resolved  to  promote  oor 
selfish  interests  from  the  fruit  of  their  labor, 
Now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  present  pnrpoae  to  in- 
vestigate all  the  grounds  on  which  these  oppo- 
ute  opinions  rest;  I  shall  content  myself  with 
noticing  one  or  two  particolars,  in  relation  to 
which  it  has  long  appeared  to  me,  that  the 
West  have  bad  some  oanse  for  complaint.  I  no- 
tice them  now,  not  for  the  purpose  of  aggravat- 
ing the  spirit  of  discontent  in  relation  to  this 
snUecL  which  is  known  to  exist  in  that  qoarter 
— for  I  do  sot  know  that  my  voioe  will  ever 
reach  them — bat  to  assist  in  bringing  others  to 
what  I  beUeve  to  be  a  Just  sense  ^  the  post 
policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  thia 
matter.  In  tbe  creation  and  setUement  of  the 
new  8tat«t  the  plan  has  bean  invariably  pnr- 
sned, of  selling  oot,  from  time  to  time,  oertaio 
portions  of  the  pablio  landi^  for  the  highest  price 
that  coold  possibly  be  obtamed  for  them  in  open 
market,  and,  un^  a  few  years  past,  on  long 
credits.  In  this  respect,  a  marked  difference 
is  observable  between  onr  policy  and  that  of 
every  other  nation  that  has  ever  attempted  to 
establish  colonies  or  to  create  new  States. 
Without  pausing  to  examine  the  course  pursued 
in  thia  respect  at  earlier  periods  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  I  will  come  directly  to  the  meaa- 
nres  adopted  in  the  Srst  settiement  of  the  new 
world,  and  will  confine  laj  observations  entire- 
ly to  North  America.  The  English,  tbe 
French,  and  the  Spaniards,  have  succ«asivelr 
planted  their  colonies  here,  and  have  all  adopted 
the  same  policy,  which,  froin  tbe  very  ban- 
ning of  the  world,  had  always  been  fonnd  ne- 
cessary in  the  settlement  of  new  countries,  viz : 
A  ft'ee  grant  of  lands,  "without  money  and 
without  price."  We  all  know  that  the  British 
colonies,  at  their  first  settlement  here,  (whether 
deriving  title  directly  from  the  crown  or  the 
lords  proprietors,)  received  grants  for  conBidera- 
tions  merely  nonunol. 

The  payment  of  "a  penny,"  or  a  "  pepper 
com,"  was  the  stipulated  price  whidi  onr 
fathers  along  the  whole  Atfantia  coast,  now 
composing  tne  old  thirteen  States,  paid  for 
their  lands,  and  even  when  conditions,  seem- 
ingly more  substantial,  were  annexed  to  the 
grants;  snoh  for  instance  as  "  settiement  and 
cultivation."  These  were  considered  ss  sub- 
stantially complied  with,  by  the  cutting  down 
a  few  trees  and  erecting  a  log  cabin — the  work 
of  only  a  few  days.    Even  these  oondiUoui  very 


AEHnxSMENT  OP  THE 
Jfr.  AeCt  Sttolvtiat—PiOlia  I^mdt. 
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soon  came  to  be  coDudered  as  merely  nominal, 
aad  were  never  reqnired  to  be  pareaej,  in  order 
to  TeBt  in  the  grantee  the  fee  rample  of  the  soiL 
Snch  was  the  sjBteiA  mider  whicn  this  oonntry 
was  originally  settled,  and  under  which  the 
thirteen  colonies  flonrlBhed  and  grew  ap  to  that 
early  and  vigorons  manhood,  which  enabled 
them  in  a  f%w  years  to  acbieve  their  independ- 
ence ;  and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  recollect,  and 
note  the  foct,  that,  while  they  pdd  anbstantially 
nothing  to  the  mother  country,  the  whole 
profits  of  their  indoHtry  were  snfiered  to  re- 
main in  their  own  hands.  Now,  what^  let  ub 
inquire,  was  the  reason  which  has  Induced  all 
nations  to  adopt  this  system  in  the  settlement 
of  new  conntrieat  Can  it  be  any  other  than 
this:  that  It  affords  the  only  oertain  meaoa  of 
boilding  np  in  a  wilderness,  great  and  prosper- 
ons  conmmntties!  Vaa  not  uiat  policy  founded 
oa  the  nniTersal  belief,  that  the  conquest  of  a 
new  conntry,  the  driving  ont "  the  savwe  beasts 
and  still  more  savage  men,"  ontting  down  and 
subduing  the  forest,  and  enooonterin^  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  necessarily  moident 
to  the  oonversion  of  the  wildemega  into  culti- 
vated fields,  was  worth  the  fee  simple  of  the 
■oil  ?  And  wae  tt  not  helicTed  that  the  mother 
country  found  ample  remnneratioD  for  the  value 
of  the  land  so  granted  in  the  additions  to  her 
power  and  the  new  Bonrces  of  conuneroe  and  of 
wealth,  furnished  by  prosperous  and  populous 
States  t  Now,  sir  I  sabmit  to  the  candid  con- 
sideration of  gentlemen,  whether  the  policy  so 
diaioetrioaUy  opposite  to  this,  which  has  been 
invariably  pursued  by  the  United  States  to- 
wards the  new  States  in  the  West,  haa  been 
quite  so  just  and  liberal,  as  we  have  been  ao- 
onstomea  to  belieTc.  Certain  it  ia,  that  the 
British  colonies  t«  the  north  of  us,  and  the 
Spaniah  and  French  to  the  south  and  west, 
have  been  fost«rod  and  reared  up  under  a  very 
different  system,  l^nda,  which  had  been  for 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  open  to  every  settler, 
wiUiout  any  charge  beyond  the  expense  of  the 
Burvey,  were^the  moment  they  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States,  held  up  for  sale  at 
the  highest  price  that  a  public  suction,  at  the 
moat  jftvorable  seasons,  and  not  unfrequently  a 
spirit  of  the  vrildest  competition,  could  pro- 
dnoe,  with  a  limitation  that  they  should  never 
be  sold  below  a  certain  minimum  price ;  thus 
mftting  it,  as  it  would  seem,  the  cardinal  point 
of  our  policy,  not  to  setfle  the  country,  and 
iaciUtate  the  formation  of  new  States,  but  to 
fill  our  coffers  by  coining  oar  lands  into  gold. 

In  coming  to  the  consideration  of  the  next 
great  question,  what  ought  to  be  the  future 
policy  of  the  Government  In  relation  to  the 
public  landstwe  find  the  moat  opposite  and 
irreconcilable  opinions  between  the  two  parties 
which  I  have  before  described.  On  the  one 
Nde  it  is  contended  that  the  pablio  land  ought 
to  be  reserved  as  a  permanent  fund  for  revenue, 
and  future  distribution  among  the  States;  while, 
on  the  other,  it  is  in^ted  that  the  whole  of 
these  lands  of  right  belong  tc^  md  ought  to  ~ 


[Juhaht,  ISSOi 

relinquished  to,  the  States  in  which  they  lie.  I 
shall  proceed  to  throw  ont  some  ideas  in  rela- 
tion to  the  proposed  policy,  that  the  public 
lands  ought  to  be  reserved  for  these  porpoKS. 
It  may  be  a  question,  Mr.  Preddent,  how  far  it 
is  possible  to  convert  the  public  lands  into  a 

rt  source  of  revenue.  Certain  it  is,  that  all 
efforts  heretofore  made,  for  this  purpose, 
have  most  signally  failed.  The  harshneao,  it 
not  Injustice  of  the  proceeding,  puts  those  ufMin 
whom  it  is  to  operate  upon  the  alert,  to  contrive 
methods  of  evading  and  counteracting  onr 
policy,  and  hundreds  of  schemes,  in  the  shape  of 
appropriations  of  lands  for  roads,  canals,  and 
schools,  grants  to  actual  settlers,  tec.,  are  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  our 
operations.  But,  sir,  let  us  take  it  for  granted 
that  we  will  be  able,  hereafter,  to  resist  theae 
applications,  and  to  reserve  the  whole  of  your 
lands,  for  fifty  or  for  a  hnndred  years,  or  for  aQ 
time  to  oome,  to  ftimish  a  great  &nd  for  per- 
manent  revenue,  is  It  desirable  that  we  should 
do  sot  Will  it  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
United  States  to  have  at  our  disposal  a  perma- 
nent treasury,  not  drawn  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  but  to  be  derived  from  a  source  in- 
dependent of  them  I  Would  it  be  safe  to  con- 
fide such  a  treaanry  to  the  keeping  of  our  na- 
tional rulers!  toezposethemtothetemptatiwis 
inseparable  from  the  direction  and  control  of  a 
fimd  which  might  be  enlarged  or  diminished 
almost  at  pleasnre,  without  imposing  burthens 
upon  the  people)  Sir,  I  may  be  nngnlar — 
perhaps  I  stand  idone  here  in  the  opinion,  but 
It  ia  cme  I  have  long  entertuned,  that  one  of 
the  greatest  safeguards  of  liberi^y  is  a  jealana 
watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  people,  over  the 
collection  and  eipenditure  of  the  public  money — 
a  watchfrdnees  that  can  only  be  secured  where 
the  money  Is  drawn  by  taxation  directly  from 
l^e  pockets  of  the  people.  Every  scheme  or 
oontrivance  by  which  rulers  are  able  to  procure 
the  command  of  money  by  means  unknovm  to, 
unseen  or  nnfelt  by,  the  people,  destroys  this 
security.  Even  the  revenue  system  of  this 
oountry,  by  which  the  whole  of  onr  pecuniary 
resources  are  derived  from  indirect  tazatioo, 
from  duties  upon  imports,  has  done  mnch  to 
weaken  the  responsibility  of  our  federal  mlers 
to  the  people,  and  haa  made  them,  in  some 
measure,  careless  of  thur  rights,  and  regardleea 
of  the  high  trust  committed  to  their  core. 
Can  any  man  believe,  sir,  that,  if  twenty-tliree 
millions  per  annum  were  now  levied  by  direct 
taxation,  or  by  an  apportionment  of  the  same 
among  the  States,  instead  of  being  raised  by  an 
indirect  tax,  of  the  severe  effect  of  wbioh  few 
are  aware,  that  the  waste  and  eitravaganee^ 
the  unauthorized  impodtion  of  duties,  and  ap- 
propriations  of  money  for  nnoonstitaUoDOl 
objects,  would  have  been  tolerated  for  a  sin^e 
year?  Uy  life  upon  it,  far,  they  would  not.  I 
distrust,  therefore,  sir,  the  policy  of  creating  a 
great  permanent  national  treasury,  whether  to 
be  derived  f^om  public  lands  or  from  any  other 
source.    If  Iliad,Bir,  tbepowersofanu^doD, 
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and  oonld,  bj  a  wave  of  m;  hand,  coavert  tfaia 
oapitol  into  gold  for  nioh  a  pnrpoee,  I  would  not 
do  it.  If  I  oonld,  by  s  mere  act  of  my  will, 
pnt  at  the  disposal  of  tba  Federal  Government 
any  amount  of  treasore  whicli  I  might  think 
pnqter  to  aama,  I  ahoald  limit  the  amonnt  to 
the  means  neceesary  for  tlie  legitimate  pnrpoBea 
of  tbe  Government.  Sir^  an  immense  national 
ta^asury  wonld  be  a  foi^  for  cormption.  It 
wAild  enable  Congreea  and  the  Kzeontive  to 
•xeroise  a  control  OTer  States,  as  well  as  oyer 
great  intereats  in  tbe  country,  nay,  even  over 
corporations  aod  iodiTidaals — ntterly  destmc- 
tive  of  tbe  pnrity,  and  fatal  to  the  duration  of 
oar  institDtions.  It  wonld  be  eqnelly  fatal  to 
the  Bovereign^  and  independence  of  ttie  States. 
Bir,  I  am  one  of  tboee  woo  believe  tJiat  the  very 
life  of  onr  ^stem  is  tbe  independence  of  tbe 
States,  and  that  there  is  no  evil  more  to  be 
deivecated  than  the  consolidation  of  this  Gov- 
amment.  It  is  onlv  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
limitations  imposed  by  the  oonslitatioiL  on  the 
Federal  Qovemment,  tliat  this  system  works 
wen,  and  can  answer  the  great  ends  for  which 
it  was  institnted.  I  am  opposed,  therefbre,  in 
any  shape,  to  all  nnneoessary  extension  of  the 

EweiB,  or  HiO  loflnenoe  of  the  Le^alatore  or 
aonldve  of  the  Union  over  the  States,  or  tbe 
people  of  tbe  States ;  and,  most  of  all,  1  am  op- 
posed to  tboee  partial  distribntdons  of  iavors, 
whether  by  legislation  or  appropriation,  which 
has  a  direct  uid  poweifol  tendency  to  spread 
cormption  tbrongh  the  land;  to  create  an 
abject  spirit  of  dependenoe ;  to  sow  tbe  seeds 
of  dissolution ;  to  prodQt^e  Jealonsy  among  the 
difierent  portions  of  the  tJnion,  asd  final^  to 
mp  tbe  veiy  fbnndations  of  the  Qovemmeut 
itselt 

Sir,  there  ia  anotlier  soheme  in  relation  to 
the  pnblio  lamds,  which,  as  it  oddreasea  itself  to 
tbe  mtu«Bted  and  selfish  feelings  of  our  natore, 
will  doabtlesB  find  many  advooatea.  I  mean 
tbe  diatrlboUon  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States  according  to  some  ratio  hereafter  to  be 
settled.  Sir,  this  system  of  distribotioa  is,  in 
all  its  shapes,  liable  to  many  and  powerfol  ob- 
Jeotions.  I  will  not  go  into  them  at  this  time, 
becaoae  tiie  aubjeot  Has  recently  nndergone  a 
thorongb  disonssioQ  in  the  other  Hoose,  and 
beoanse,  from  present  indications,  we  shall 
abtwtly  have  np  tbe  snbject  here.  "  Sufficient 
nato  the  day  is  the  evil  thereol" 

Wbal^  thra,  (asked  Hr.  H.,)  is  onr  true  policy 
on  this  important  snUeot?  I  do  not  profess  to 
luve  CDnued  any  fiiea  or  settled  opinions  in  re- 
latJao  to  it.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  that  qneatioo  most  be  decided;  and  I 
mnst  reserve  for  further  lighta,  and  more  ma- 
ture reflection,  the  formation  of  a  flnal  judg- 
ment. The  pnbliodebt  must  be  first  paid.  For 
thi^  these  lamda  have  been  solemnly  pledged  to 
tbe  pnblio  creditors.  This  done,  which,  if  there 
be  no  interference  vrith  the  Sinking  Fond,  will 
be  effected  in  three  or  four  years,  tbe  question 
will  then  be  fairly  open,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
Oongreae  and  tbe  ooontry  maf  think  Just  and 
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]nx)per.  Without  attempting  to  indicate  precisely 
what  cor  policy  ought  then  to  be,  I  will,  in  the 
same  spirit  which  has  induced  me  to  throw  cut 
the  desultory  thooghtfl  which  I  have  now  pre- 
sented to  tbe  Senate,  snggtet  for  consideration, 
whether  it  will  not  bo  sound  policy,  and  true 
wisdom,  to  adoDt  a  ^Bt«m  of  measures  looking 
to  the  final  relinqniahment  of  these  lands  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  on  snob  terms  and  conditions  aa 
may  fuUy  indemnify  ns  for  the  coat  of  tlie 
original  purchase,  and  all  the  trouble  and  ex- 
penae  to  which  we  may  have  been  pnt  on  thrfr 
account  Giving  up  the  plan  of  using  these 
lands  forever  aa  a  fund  either  for  revenue  or 
distribution,  ceasing  to  bug  them  as  a  great 
treasure,  renouncing  the  idea  of  administering 
them  with  a  view  to  regulate  and  control  tbe 
industry  and  population  of  the  States,  or  of 
keeping   in   sultJection    and   dependence   tbe 


striking  out  a  plan  for  the  flnJal  adjustment  ot 
the  land  qneation  on  just  and  equitable  prind- 
ples.  Perhaps,  sir,  tbe  lands  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  relinquished  to  any  State  nntil  she  shall 
have  made  considerable  advances  in  population 
and  settiemenL  Ohio  haa  probably  already 
reached  that  condition.  Thereunqnisbmentmay 
be  made  bj  a  aale  to  the  State,  at  a  fixed  price, 
which  I  will  not  say  should  be  nominal ;  bat 
certainly  I  ahoold  not  be  disposed  to  fix  the 
amount  so  hi^b  as  to  keep  the  States  for  any 
length  of  time  m  debt  to  the  United  Ststee.  In 
short,  our  whole  policy  in  relation  to  the  public 
lands  may  perhaps  be  summed  up  in  the  decla- 
ration with  which  I  set  out,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  kept  and  retted  forever  as  a  great 
treasure,  but  that  they  should  be  administered 
chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  creatioOj  within 
reasonable  periods,  of  ereat  and  flourishing  com- 
monitiee,  to  be  formed  into  &ee  and  independ- 
ent States;  to  be  vested  in  due  season  with 
the  control  of  all  the  lauda  witbia  their  re- 
pective  limits. 
[Here  the  debate  dosed  for  this  day.] 


WKDSSSD1.T,  January  SO. 
TheDebaU  Oontiruud. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonraderation  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Foot,  which  waa  the  sulfjeot 
of  disons^n  yesterday. 

Mr.  Wbbbtsb  said :  I  now  proceed,  sk,  to 
some  of  the  opinions  expressed  oy  the  gentie- 
man  from  South  OaroliniL  Two  or  three  topics 
were  touched  by  him,  in  regard  to  which  he 
expressed  sentiments  in  wbion  I  do  not  at  all 


the  Guvemment  towards  those  who  have  pur- 
chased and  settled  the  public  lands,  and  seemed  to 
think  this  policy  wroi^.  He  held  It  to  have 
been  from  tbe  first,  hard  and  rigorons;  he  was 
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wilderness,  in  Uie  spirit  of  a  st«p-motber ;  that 
the  pnblio  domdn  had  been  improper!;  re^rded 
as  a  source  of  Tevenne ;  and  that  we  had  rigidly 
oompelled  payment  for  that  which  ooght  to 
have  been  given  away.  He  said  we  ought  to 
have  fbllowed  the  analogy  of  other  Govern- 
mental which  had  acted  on  a  ranoh  more  liberal 
system  than  ours,  in  planting  colonies.  He 
dwelt  partioolarly  upon  the  settlement  of 
America  by  colonists  from  Enrope;  and  re- 
minded na  that  tbeir  Oovemments  had  not  ex- 
acted from  these  colonists  payment  for  the  soil ; 
with  them,  he  eeii,  it  had  been  tlioDght  that 
the  oonqoest  of  the  wilderness  was,  itself,  an 
equivalent  for  the  soil ;  and  he  lamented  that 
we  had  not  followed  the  example,  and  pnrsned 
the  same  liberal  coorse  towards  onr  own  emi- 
grants to  the  West. 

Now,  sir,  I  deny  altogether,  that  Uiere  has 
been  any  thing  harBh  or  eevere  in  the  policy  ■ 
of  the  Government  towards  the  new  8tat«e  of 
the  West.  On  the  contrary,  I  maintain  that  it 
has  nniformly  pursned  towards  those  States,  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  system,  such  as  its  own 
dnty  aUowed  and  reanired,  and  snch  as  their 
interests  and  welfkre  aemanded.  The  Qovem- 
ment  has  been  no  step-mother  to  the  new 
States ;  she  has  not  been  careless  of  their  in- 
terests, nor  deaf  to  their  reqnesta ;  bnt  from  the 
Ant  moment,  when  the  territories  which  now 
form  those  ntateSj  were  ceded  to  the  Union, 
down  to  the  time  m  which  I  am  now  speaking, 
it  has  been  the  invariable  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  dispose  of  the  soil,  according  to  the 


tiaa,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  practicable,  and  to 
rear  the  new  oommnnitJes  into  eqaal  and  inde- 
pendent States,  at  the  earliest  moment  of  their 
being  able,  by  tlieir  niunbers,  to  form  aregolar 
government  ' 

I  do  not  admit,  sir,  that  tbe  analc^  to 
whioh  the  gentleman  refers  is  jnst,  or  that  the 
oaaesareatallBimilar,  Thereis  no  resemblance 
between  the  oases  npon  which  a  statesman  can 
found  an  argnment.  The  original  North  Ameri- 
can oolonista  either  fled  from  Enrope,  like  onr 
New  England  ancestors,  to  avoid  persecntion, 
or  oame  hither  at  their  own  charges,  and  often 
at  the  min  of  their  fortnnes,  as  private  adven- 
tnrera.  Generally  speaking,  they  derived 
neither  snccor  nor  protection  from  their  gov- 
emmenta  at  home.  Wido,  indeed,  is  the  dif' 
ference  between  those  cases  and  onrs.  From 
the  very  origin  of  the  Government,  these 
W^estem  lands,  and  the  jnst  protection  of  those 
who  had  settled  or  should  settle  on  them,  have 
been  the  leading  objectein  onr  policy,  and  have 
led  to  expenditares,  both  of  blood  and  treasnre, 
not  inoonsiderable ;  not  indeed  exceeding  tjie 
importance  of  the  object,  and  not  yielded  gmdg- 
togljr  or  relnotantly  certainly ;  bat  yet  not  in- 
considerable, thongh  necessary  sacriflces,  made 
fbr  high  proper  ends     The  Indian  title  has 


been  extingniahed  at  the  expense  of  many  mil' 
lions.  Is  Uiat  nothing  t  There  is  still  a  mach 
more  material  consideration.  These  colonies, 
if  we  are  to  oall  them  so,  in  passing  the  Alle- 
ghany, did  not  pass  beyond  Uie  care  and  pro- 
tection of  their  own  Government,  Wherever 
tliey  went,  the  public  arm  was  still  stretched 
over  them.  A  parental  Government  at  home 
was  still  ever  mindfril  of  their  condition,  uid 
their  wants ;  and  nothing  was  spared  whicB  a 
Jnst  sense  of  their  necessitieB  required.  Is  it 
forgotten  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  arduous 
datiee  of  the  Government,  in  its  terliest  years, 
to  defend  the  frontiers  against  the  Northwest- 
em  Indians?  Are  the  sofierings  and  misfor- 
tunes under  Harmer  and  St.  Clur  not  worthy 
to  be  remembered  t  Do  the  occorrenoea  con- 
nected with  these  military  efforts  show  an  un- 
feeling neglect  of  Western  interests?  And 
here,  sir,  what  becomes  of  the  gentleman's 
analogy?  What  English  armies  aocompaoied 
our  ancestors  to  clear  the  forests  of  a  barDarons 
foe?  What  treasures  of  tbe  eiohe<]oer  were 
expended  in  buying  up  tbe  original  title  to  tba 
sou?  What  governmental  arm  held  ita  sgis 
over  onr  fathers'  heads,  as  they  pioneered  their 
way  in  the  wildemeee?  Sir,  it  was  not  tiU 
General  Wayne'a  victory  in  ITH,  that  it  could 
be  said  we  had  conquer&d  the  savages.  It  was 
not  till  that  period  that  the  Government  could 
have  considered  itself  as  having  established  an 
entire  ability  to  protect  those  who  should  un- 
dertake the  conqnest  of  tbe  wilderness.  And 
here,  sir,  at  the  epoch  of  1704,  let  vs  pans«^ 
and  survey  the  scene.  It  is  now  thirty-five 
years  since  that  scene  actnally  existed.  Let 
oa,  sir,  took  back,  and  behold  it.  Over  all  that 
is  now  Ohio,  there  then  stretched  one  vast 
wilderness,  unbroken,  except  by  two  small  spots 
of  civilized  coltnre,  the  one  at  Karietis,  and 
the  other  at  Ointunnati.  At  these  little  open- 
ioga,  hardly  each  a  pin's  point  upon  the  map, 
the  arm  of  tbe  frontiersman  had  levelled 
tbe  forest,  and  let  in  the  snn.  These  little 
patches  of  earth,  and  themselves  almost 
shadowed  by  the  overhanging  bonghs  of  that 
wilderness  which  had  stood  and  perpetuated 
itself,  from  century  to  century,  ever  since  tbe 
creation,  were  all  that  had  then  been  rendered 
verdant  by  the  hand  of  man.  In  an  extent  of 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  square  milea,  no 


ed  mighty  rivers,  flowing  in  solitary  grandeur, 
whose  sources  lay  in  remote  and  nnknown  re- 
gions of  the  wilderness.  It  stmck,  npon  the 
north,  on  a  vast  inland  sea,  over  which  the 
wintry  tempests  raged  as  on  the  ocean;  all 
around  was  t>are  creation.  It  was  a  fresh,  un- 
touched, unbounded,  magnificent  wildemeesl 
And,  sir,  what  is  it  now  t  Is  it  imagination 
only,  or  con  it  possibly  be  fact,  that  presents 
such  a  change,  as  surprises  and  astonishes  ua. 
when  we  turn  our  eyes  to  what  Ohio  now  ist 
Is  it  a  reality,  or  a  dream,  that,  in  so  abort  a 
period  even  as  thir^-five  years,  there  hn> 
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■prang  np.  on  tbe  same  mr&ce,  an  independent 
State,  witn  a  million  of  people!  A  nullion  of 
inhabitants  1  an  amoont  of  population  greater 
than  that  of  all  the  cantons  of  Switzerland ; 

Sinal  to  one-third  of  all  the  people  of  the 
uited  States,  when  the;  undertook  to  accom- 
plish their  independenoe.  This  new  member 
of  the  republic  has  already  leit  far  behind  her  a. 
m^ority  of  the  old  States.  She  1b  now  bj  the 
ride  of  Yirainia  and  Peniuylvania ;  and  in 
point  of  muDoers,  wiU  shortly  admit  no  eqnal 
Irat  New  York  herself. 

But  there  vaa  another  ob«ervatdon  of  the 
honorable  member,  which,  I  confess,  did 
little  snrprise  me.  As  a  reason  for  wiahing  to 
get  rid  of  the  public  lands  as  soon  as  we  conld, 
and  as  we  might,  the  honorable  geutlevan  aaid, 
ha  wanted  no  permanent  sonroee  of  income. 
He  wished  to  see  the  time  when  the  OoTern- 
ment  should  not  poBaess  a  ubiHing  of  permanent 
revenue.  If  he  oould  speak  a  ma^oal  word, 
and  by  that  word  convert  the  whole  capitol 
into  gold,  the  word  should  not  be  spoken.  The 
admmisti^on  of  a  fixed  revenue,  (he  said,)  onl  j 
consolidatee  the  Government,  and  corrupts  the 
people !  Sir  I  oonfen  I  heard  these  senljinents 
nttered  on  this  floor  not  without  deep  regret 
and  pain. 

I  am  aware  that  these,  and  rimilar  winions, 
are  espooaed  by  certain  persons  out  of  the  capi- 
tol, and  out  of  this  Qovemment ;  but  I  did  not 
expect  so  soon  to  find  them  here.  Consolida- 
tion I — that  peipetoal  crj,  both  of  terror  and 
delnsioD — consolidation  t  Sir,  when  gentlemen 
speak  of  the  effects  of  a  common  fond,  belong' 
ing  to  all  the  States,  as  having  a  tendenoj  to 
consc^dation,  what  do  they  mean)  Do  they 
mean,  or  can  they  mean,  any  thing  more  than 
that  the  UnioQ  of  tJie  States  will  be  strength- 
ened, by  whatever  continues  or  Airnishes  in- 
ducements to  the  people  of  the  Statee  to  hold 
together!  If  they  mean  merely  this,  then, 
doubt,  the  public  lands  as  well  as  every  thing 
else  in  which  we  have  a  common  intereet,  tends 
to  consolidation ;  and  to  this  species  of  oonsoU- 
dotion  every  true  American  ought  to  be  at- 
tached; it  is  neither  more  nor  less  " 
strengthening  the  Union  iteel£  This  is  the 
in  which  the  frameis  of  the  constitntion  nse 
the  word  consolidation ;  and  in  which  sense  I 
adopt  and  cherish  it.  They  teli  us,  in  the  letter 
flabmittlng  the  constitution  to  tbe  consideration 
of  the  country,  that,  "in  sU  onr  deliberations 
on  this  subject,  we  kept  steadily  in  our  view 
that  which  appears  to  as  the  greatest  interest 
of  every  true  American — the  consolidation  d* 
onr  Union — in  whioh  is  involved  onr  prosperity, 
felicity,  safety  ;  perhaps  onr  national  existence. 
This  important  consideration,  seriously  and 
deeply  impressed  on  our  minds,  led  each  State 
in  tne  convention  to  be  less  rigid,  on  points  of 
inferior  magnitude,  than  might  nave  been  other- 
wise expected." 

This,  sir,  is  General  'Washington's  consolida- 
tion. This  is  the  true  constitutional  consolida- 
tion.   I  wish  to  see  no  new  powers  drawn  to 
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the  Gaierol  Government;  but  I  oonfess  I  re- 
joice in  whatever  tends  to  strengthen  the  bond 
that  unites  us,  and  encourages  the  hope  that 
our  Union  may  be  perpetuaL  And,  thereforeL 
I  cannot  but  feel  regret  at  the  expression  of 
such  opinions  as  the  gentleman  has  avowed; 
because  I  think  their  obvious  tendency  is  to 
weaken  the  bond  of  onr  connection.  I  know 
that  there  are  some  persons  in  the  part  of  the 
conutry  from  which  the  honorable  member 
comes,  who  habitnally  speak  of  tbe  Union  is 
terms  of  indifibrenoe,  or  even  of  disparagement. 
The  honorable  member  himself  is  not,  I  trusty 
and  can  never  be,  one  of  these.  They  signift. 
contly  declare,  that  it  is  time  to  oalcolate  the 
value  of  the  Union ;  and  their  aim  seems  to  be 
to  enumerate,  and  to  magnify  all  tbe  evils,  real 
and  imaginary,  which  ue  Government  under 
the  Unioa  prMaoee. 

The  tendency  of  all  theae  Ideas  and  senti- 
ments b  obviotuly  to  bring  the  Union  into  dis- 
onssion,  as  a  mere  question  of  present  and  tem- 
porary eipedienoy ;  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
mattar  of  profit  and  loss.  The  Umon  to  be 
preserved,  while  it  suits  looal  and  temporary 
purposes  to  preserve  it;  and  to  be  sundered 
whenever  it  uiall  be  found  to  thwart  such  pur- 
poses. Union,  of  itself,  is  considered  by  the 
disciplee  of  this  school  as  hardly  a  good.  It  is 
only  regarded  as  a  possible  means  of  good;  or, 
on  the  other  bond,  as  a  possible  means  of  evil. 
They  cherish  no  deep  and  fixed  regard  for  it, 
flowing  from  a  thorough  oonriction  of  its  ab- 
solnte  and  vital  necessity  to  our  wel&re.  Sir, 
I  deprecate  and  deplore  this  tone  of  thinMng 
and  acting.  1  deem  far  otherwise  of  the  Union 
of  the  Stetes ;  and  so  did  the  fromers  of  the 
constitntion  themselves.  What  they  sud  I 
believe;  fully  and  uncerely  believe,  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  is  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity and  safety  of  the  States.  I  am  a 
UnionisL  and  in  this  sense  a  National  Repab- 
lioan.  I  would  strengthen  Uie  ties  that  hold  ns 
ti^ther.  Far,  indeed,  in  my  wishes,  veiy  Ux 
distant  be  the  day,  when  onr  associated  and 
fraternal  stripes  shall  be  severed  asunder,  and 
when  that  happy  oonstallstion  under  which  we 
have  risen  to  so  mnch  renown,  shall  be  brokoi 
up,  and  be  seen  sinking,  star  after  star,  into 
obscurity  and  night  I 

MoxDAT,  January  85. 
2lr.  flMt'i  BMolution—iTvUifioaticn. 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Hr.  Bxm 
OS  delivered  on  Thursday  and  to-day.] 

Ur.  Haths  began  by  saying,  that  when  he 
took  oocanon,  two  days  ago,  to  throw  out  some 
ideas  with  respect  to  the  polity  of  the  QoTem- 
ment  in  relation  to  the  publio  lands,  nothing 
oertdnly  oould  have  been  further  from  his 
thoughts  than  that  he  should  be  compelled 
again  to  throw  himself  upon  the  indul^noe  of 
the  Senate.  Uttie  did  I  expect,  sold  Mr.  H., 
to  be  called  upon  to  meet  such  an  aignmNkt  aa 
was  yesterday  u^ed  by  the  gentleman  from 
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nun'a  motives ;  I  eWged  no  part7,  or  State, 
or  Bftotion  of  ooim^,  witlk  hoBtilit?  (a  tnj 
other ;  but  Tentoied,  I  Qionght  la  a  beooniing 
spirit,  to  pat  fbrtli  xaj  own  sentimenta  in  relation 
to  a  great  national  qneetlon  of  pablio  policy. 
Snoh  was  mf  oonrse. 

The  Senator  ftom  HaeeaohnsettB  t«ll8  Ui  that 
the  tariff  ia  not  an  Eaatem  measnre,  and  treats 
It  as  if  the  East  had  no  iDt«r«!)t  in  iL  The 
Senator  from  HisBonri  insists  it  b  not  a  "West- 
em  meaeore,  and  that  It  has  done  no  good  to 
the  West,  The  South  oomee  in,  and  In  the 
moet  earnest  manner  represents  to  ; on,  that 
this  measure,  which  we  are  told  "is  of  no 
value  to  the  East  or  West,"  is  "ntteriy  de- 
Btraotive  of  onr  interests."  We  represent  to 
yon,  that  it  has  spread  min  and  devastation 
through  the  land,  and  prostrated  onr  hopes  in 
the  dost.  We  solemnlj  declare  that  we  be- 
lieve the  system  to  be  wholly  nnoonstitntional, 
and  a  violation  of  the  compact  between  the 
States  and  the  Union,  and  onr  brethren  tnra  a 
deaf  ear  to  onr  oompl^ts,  and  refuse  to  re- 
lieve ua  &om  a  system  "  which  not  enriches 
them,  bat  makes  ns  poor  indeed."  Good  OodI 
bsH  it  Dome  to  this  f  Do  gentlonen  hold  the 
fbelinge  and  wishes  of  tlieir  brethren  at  so 
ohe^i  a  rate,  that  they  reftise  to  gratify  them 
at  BO  Bmall  a  price  ?  Do  gentlemen  value  so 
lightly  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  oouatry, 
tfat  they  will  not  yield  a  measure  of  this  de- 
scription, to  the  affectionate  entreaties  and  ear- 
nest remonstrances  of  their  fHends  t  Bo  gen- 
tlemen estimate  the  valne  of  the  Union  at  so 
low  a  price,  that  they  will  not  even  make  one 
effort  to  bind  the  States  together  with  the  cords 
of  affection?     And  has  it  come  to  this!     Is 


the  seeds  of  dissolution  are  already  sown,  and 
onr  children  will  reap  the  bitter  tkiit. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Hossachn- 
setts,  (Ur.  WsBStiB,)  while  he  exonerates  me 
personally  from  the  t^arge,  intimates  that  there 
Is  a  party  in  the  oonnt^  who  are  looking  to 


iS  the  idle  vrind  which  I  regard  not."   But, 

wbea  he  goes  on  to  give  to  his  accusation  a 
local  habitation  and  a  name,  by  c^Qoting  the  ex- 

Sression  of  a  distingoished  citizen  of  South 
arolina,  (Dr.  Oooper,)  "  that  it  was  time  for 
the  Sontb  to  calcnfiite  the  value  of  the  Union," 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  bitterest  sarcasm, 
adds,  "  snrely  then  the  Union  oannot  last  longer 
than  July,  18S1,"  it  is  impoeidble  to  mistake 
either  the  allusion  or  the  oqject  of  the  gentie- 
man.  Now  I  call  upon  every  one  who  hears 
me,  to  I>ear  witaiess  that  this  controversy  is  not 
of  my  seeking.  The  Senate  will  do  me  the 
Justice  to  remember,  thst^  at  the  time  this  un- 
provoked and  uncalled-for  attack  was  made 
upon  the  South,  not  one  word  had  been  uttered 
by  me  in  disparagement  of  New  England,  nor 


had  I  made  the  moet  distant  allurion,  Mther  to 
the  Senator  from  Vasaaohnaetta,  or  the  State 
he  repreeents.  But^  nr,  that  gentleman  baa 
thought  proper,  for  purposes  ijest  known  to 
himselll  to  strike  the  Sooth  through  me,  the 
most  unworthy  of  her  servanta.  He  has 
oroesed  the  border,  he  has  invaded  the  State  cf 
South  Carolina,  is  m^ing  war  upon  her  oiti- 
sena,  and  endeavoring  to  overthrow  her  princi- 
ples and  her  institntionB.  Sir,  when  the  geo- 
tleman  provokes  me  to  such  a  conflict,  I  meet 
him  at  the  threshold.  I  will  struA[le  while  I 
have  life,  for  our  altars  and  our  besides,  axA. 
if  Ood  gives  me  atreiigth,  I  will  drive  back  the 
invader  discomfited.  Nor  shall  I  stop  tbera. 
If  the  gentieman  provokes  the  war,  he  snail  have 
war.  Sir,  1  will  not  stop  at  the  border ;  I  will 
carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  territory,  and 
not  consent  to  1^  down  my  aims,  until  I  duQ 
have  obtained  "  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  se- 
curity for  the  fatnre."  It  is  witn  nofeigned 
reluotsnce  that  I  enter  upon  the  performance  at 
this  part  of  my  duty.  I  shrink  almost  iustmo- 
tively  from  a  course,  however  neoeasary,  whicii 
may  have  a  tendency  to  excite  sectional  feel- 


right  onward  to  the  performance  of  my  duty ; 
be  the  oonseqaences  what  they  may,  the  re- 
sponsibility is  with  those  who  have  imposed 
upon  me  this  necessity.  Tbc  Senator  from 
Haasachuaetta  haa  thought  proper  to  cast  the 
first  stone,  and  if  he  shall  find,  according  to 
a  homely  adage,  "that  he  lives  in  a  glsaa 
house,"  on  his  head  be  the  conaeqaences.  The 
genUeman  has  made  a  great  flourish  about  his 
fidelity  to  Massadiusette.  I  shall  make  no  pro- 
fessions of  zeal  for  the  interests  and  honor  <rf 
South  Carolina — of  that  my  conatiCuente  shall 
judKe.  If  there  be  one  State  in  this  Union 
(and  I  say  it  not  in  a  boastful  spirit)  that  may 
challenge  comparison  with  any  other  for  a  uni- 
form, xealous,  ardent,  and  unoaloolating  devo- 
tion to  the  Union,  that  State  is  South  Oarolina. 
Sir.  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, np  to  tbia  hour,  there  is  no  sacrifice^ 
however  great,  she  has  not  cheerfully  made; 
no  service  she  baa  ever  hesitated  to  perform. 
She  has  adhered  to  vou  in  your  prosperity,  but 
in  your  adversity  she  has  clung  to  you  with 
more  than  filial  affection.  No  matter  wliat 
was  the  condition  of  her  domestic  affUr^ 
though  deprived  of  her  resources,  divided  by 
parties,  or  surrounded  by  difficulties,  tiie  csll  of 
the  country  has  been  to  her  as  the  voioe  (J 
Qod.  Domestic  discord  ceased  at  the  eoond--~ 
every  man  became  at  once  reconciled  to  his 
brethren,  and  the  sons  of  Carolina  were  all 
seen  crowding  together  to  the  temple,  bringiDg 
tbeir  gifts  to  the  altar  of  their  common  coun- 
tiy.  What,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Scath 
during  the  revolution !  Sir,  I  honor  Kew  Eng- 
land for  her  conduct  in  that  glorious  stmrala. 
But  great  as  is  the  praise  which  belongs  to  her, 
I  tbink  at  least  eqnal  honor  is  due  to  the  Bontb, 
They  espoused  the  quanrol  of  th^  brethnn 
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with  a  generooa  zeal,  wliioh  did  not  suffer 
them  to  stop  to  oAtoolate  their  intereet  in  the 
diBpate.  F&voiitea  of  the  mother 
posseaaed  of  neither  ahipa  nor  Mamen  to  create 
oommeroial  riTalship,  Vhej  might  have  foond  in 
aeir  aitnntJon  s  gnanmtee  that  their  trade 
would  be  foreTer  fostered  and  proteoted  by 
Oreat  liriti^n.  Bat  trampling  on  all  conaider- 
atdons,  either  of  intereet  or  of  eafetj,  tbej 
raahed  into  the  oonfllot,  and,  fishting  for  prin- 
ciple, perilled  all  in  the  sacred  caaae  of  free- 
dom. Never  was  there  exhibited,  in  the  hia- 
torj  of  the  world,  higher  examplee  of  ooble 
danng,  dreadful  snffering,  and  heroio  endnr- 
anoe,  than  bj  the  wbigs  of  Oarolina,  daring 
that  revolntion.  The  whole  State,  from  the 
moontains  to  the  sea,  was  OYemm  by  an  over- 
whelming fbroe  of  the  enemy.  The  froita  of 
indnstry  perished  on  the  spot  where  they  were 
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Oiona  blood  of  her  citizens !  Black  and  smok- 
ing mins  marked  the  places  which  had  been 
tlie  habitations  of  her  children  I  Driven  from 
their  homea,  into  the  gloomy  and  almost  b 
penetrable  swamps,  even  there  the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty BorviTod,  and  Sonth  Oarolina  (anstained  by 
the  example  of  her  Somters  and  her  Mariona) 
proved  by  her  oondnct,  that,  though  her  soil 
mi^t  be  overran,  the  i^rit  of  her  people  was 
inTinoible. 

The  Senator  from  MBssacbnsett^  in  denonno- 
big  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  Oarolina  doo- 
trme,  has  attempted  to  throw  ridionle  npon  the 
idea  that  a  State  has  any  oonatttntdonal  reme- 
dy, by  the  eieroise  of  its  soverdgn  authority, 
against  "  a  gross,  palpable,  and  deliberate  vio- 
iMioa  of  the  conatitntion."  He  calls  it  "an 
idle  "  or  "  a  ridicolons  notion,"  or  something 
to  tliat  eSea,  and  added,  it  wonld  make  the 
Union  "  a  mere  rope  of  sand."  Now,  sir,  aa 
the  gentleman  haa  not  eondeaoended  to  enter 
into  any  examination  of  the  qaestion,  and  has 
been  aatiafied  with  throwing  me  weight  of  his 
authority  into  the  scale,  I  do  not  deem  it  ne- 
eessary  to  do  more  than  to  throw  into  the  op- 
posite scale  the  anthority  on  which  Booth  Car- 
olina relies,  and  there,  for  the  present,  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  leave  the  controversy.  The 
Sonth  Oarolina  doctrine,  that  is  to  say,  the 
doctrine  contained  in  on  exposition  reported  by 
a  committee  of  the  Ijegtsiatnre  in  December, 
182B,  and  published  by  their  anthority,  is  the 
good  old  Bepnbllcan  doctrine  of  '98 ;  the  doo- 
&iae  of  the  celebrated  "  Yirginia  Eeeolntions  " 
of  that  year,  and  of  "Uamaon's  Report"  of 
'99.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Legislature 
of  Tii^nia,  in  December,  '98,  took  into  con- 
sideration the  alien  and  eeditiou  taws,  then 
oonsidered  by  all  Bepnblioans  as  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  Conatitntion  of  the  Umted  States, 
and  on  that  day  passed,  among  others,  tiie  fol- 
lowing resolotion : 

"The  General  Aswmblj  doth  explicitly  and  per- 
emptorily declare,  that  It  views  the  povers  of  the 
Fedeiil  Oovemnient,  as  resulting  from  the  compact 
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to  which  the  States  are  parties,  aa  United  b;  the 
plain  sense  and  iuMntion  of  the  ioMrument  cooati- 
tnting  that  oompMt,  u  no  further  ralid  than  they 
are  aathoriied  by  the  granta  enumarated  in  that 
compact,  and  that,  hi  oau  of  a  deUberate,  palpable, 
and  dangerous  exerctse  of  other  powers  not  gnnted 
by  die  said  oonpaot,  the  States  who  are  partiea 
thereto  have  the  right,  and  are  m  duty  iMiind,  to 
iuterpoBe  for  aneatin^  the  progress  ot  the  evh,  and 
for  maintaining  withm  their  respective  Umita,  the 
authorities,  rights,  and  libertiee,  appertaining   to 


Id  addition  to  these  resolutions,  the  Goneral 
Assembly  of  Yiiginia  "  appealed  to  the  other 
States,  in  the  confidence  that  they  would  con- 
cur vrith  that  Oommonwealth  that  the  aoti 
aforeaoid  [the  aUen  and  sedition  laws]  are  un- 
constitutional, and  that  the  nooessary  and  proper 
meaanres  would  be  taken  by  each  for  co-operat- 
ing with  Tir^ia  in  mrintoming  unimpaired  the 
aotborities,  nghta  and  liberties,  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  Le^^atures  of  several  of  the  New  Eng- 
land  States  having,  oontrair  to  the  expectotitm 
of  the  Legislature  of  Yirginia,  expressed  thdr 
dissent  from  these  dootrinea,  the  Bobieot  came 
tm  again  for  oootideratdon,  during  the  session 
<X  1T99, 1800,  when  it  was  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  by  whom  was  made  that  cele- 
brated report  which  is  femiliarly  known  as 
"  Madison  B  Report,"  and  which  deserves  to 
last  as  lon^  as  tne  conatitntion  itaelt  In  that 
report,  which  was  subsequently  adopted  by  the 
L^^ature,  the  whole  subject  was  deliberately 
re-exanuned,  and  the  objections  urged  against 
the  Virginia  doctrines  careMly  conaidered. 
The  result  was,  that  the  Legislature  of  Yir- 
(rinia  r»-affirmea  all  the  prineiplee  lud  down  is 
Qie  resolutions  of  1798,  and  iaraed  to  the  world 
that  admirable  report  which  has  stamped  the 
character  of  Mr.  Madison  as  the  preserver  of 
that  oonstitntion  wluch  he  had  oonbibuted  bo 
lately  to  create  and  establish.  I  wiH  here 
quote,  from  Mr.  Madison's  reportk  one  or  two 
passa^  which  bear  more  immediately  on  the 
point  m  controversy ; 

The  Teaolution,  having  taken  this  view  of  the 
federal  compact,  proceeds  to  infer  'that.  In  case  of 
a  deUberate,  palpable,  and  dangeroua  eierciie  of 
other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  sidd  compact,  the 
States,  who  are  parties  thereto,  have  the  right,  and 
are  in  duty  bound,  to  interpose  for  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  evil,  and  for  maintaining,  idthin 
Iheir  respective  limits,  the  autboriUes,  rights,  and 
ltl>erttea,  appertaining  to  ^em.' " 

"It  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  a  pUIn 
principle,  founded  on  common  sense,  iUnstrated  liy 
common  practice,  and  essential  to  the  nature  of  coa- 
paeta,  that,  where  resort  can  be  had  to  no  tribunal 
superior  to  the  authority  of  the  parties,  the  paitiaa 
themselvea  muat  be  the  rightful  judges,  in  the  last 
resort,  whether  the  bargain  mode,  has  been  pnnued 
or  violated.  The  Constitullon  of  the  United  States 
was  formed  bj  the  sanction  of  the  States,  pven  by 
each,  in  its  sovereign  oapaoity.  It  odds  to  the  sta- 
bility and  dignity,  aa  well  aa  to  the  authority  of  the 
conatitotion,  that  It  rests  on  this  legitimate  and  stdld 
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foundation.  The  Stetea,  then,  being  the  parUea  to 
the  cooBtitutioiud  cotopwt,  and  in  their  wrereign  ca- 
p&citj,  it  foUovB,  of  neccedtj,  Uut  there  can  be  no 
tribanal,  aboTe  theii  authority,  to  decide,  in  the  lait 
retort,  whether  the  compact  made  bj  them  be  tio- 
lated ;  and,  oonteqaentlj,  that,  as  the  partiet  to  It, 
they  must,  thenuelrea,  decide  in  the  last  reaort,  tnch 
quMtions  aa  may  be  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  re- 
quire tbetr  interpoaJUoQ." 


It  granted  by  it.'  It 
be  a  case,  not  of  a  light  and  tranvent  ikatare,  bnt  of 
a  natare  dooproua  to  the  preat  purposes  for  vhieh 
the  constitution  was  estabbahed. 

"  But  the  resolution  has  done  more  than  guard 
against  misconatruotion,  by  expressly  refening  to 
cases  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  asd  dangerous  na- 
ture. It  specifies  the  object  of  the  interposition, 
which  It  contemplates  to  be,  solely,  that  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil  of  osorpatioQ,  and  of  midn- 
t^lng  tha  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties,  apper- 
taiiung  to  the  States,  aa  pulies  to  the  consdtadoD." 

"Fram  tUs  rleir  of  tbe  iwohition.  It  would  seem 
inconceivable  that  it  c*n  Inent  anyjuft  dlsapprolw- 
tion  from  tliose  i^lio,  laying  amde  all  momentary 
impressions,  and  recollecting  the  genuine  source  and 
object  of  the  federal  constitation,  shall  candidly  and 
accurately  interpret  the  meaning  of  tbe  General  As- 
sembly. If  the  deliberate  eierdse  of  dangetoua 
powers,  palpably  withheld  by  the  constitution,  could 
Dot  Jusdfy  the  pvties  to  it  in  interpoaiiig,  erea  so 
far  as  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  eril,  and  thereby 
to  presenre  the  coostitutton  Itself  as  well  as  Co  pro- 
Tide  for  the  s^oty  of  the  patties  to  it,  there  would 
he  an  end  to  all  relief  from  usurped  power,  and  a 
direct  subTersion  of  the  rights  spe^fled  or  recog- 
nized ouder  all  the  Stato  constitutbns,  aa  well  as  a 
plain  denial  of  the  fundamentkl  princiides  on  which 
our  IndepeDdeDCO  itself  was  deoUred." 

But,  air,  oar  Kntiiorities  do  not  stop  here. 
The  State  of  Eentnoky  responded  to  Virginia, 
sad,  on  the  10th  of  November,  I79B,  adopted 
those  celebrated  reeolntions,  well  known  to 
have  been  penned  by  the  anuor  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  American  Independence.  In  tliose 
resolntions,  the  Legislature  of  Eentnckj  de- 
clare "that  the  Government  created  by  this 
compact  was  not  made  the  ezolnaive  or  final 
jndge  of  tiie  extent  of  tihe  powers  delegated  to 
ItaatF,  since  that  wonld  have  made  its  discre- 
tion, and  not  the  oooBtitation,  the  meaeore  of 
its  powers ;  bat  that,  as  in  all  other  onsea  of 
eompaot  among  parties  having  no  (»mmon 
jndge,  each  party  has  an  equal  right  to  Judge 
for  itself  aa  well  of  infraotions,  as  of  the  mode 
and  measure  of  redress." 

At  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Legislature, 
file  subject  was  re-examined,  and,  on  the  lith 
of  November,  I7S9,  the  Tesolntions  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  were  deliberatelj  re-affirmed,  and 
it  was,  among  other  things,  solemnly  declared, 
"tliat,  if  those  who  administer  the  General 
Government  be  permitted  to  transgress  the 
limita  fixed  by  that  compact,  b;  a  total  disre- 
gard to  the  apecial  delegations  of  power  therein 
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of  the  Btate  Govem- 
ments,  and  the  erection,  npon  their  mios,  of  a 
General  cotia611dat«d  Government,  will  be  the 
inevitable  consequence.  That  the  principle  and 
constfootion  contended  for,  by  several  of  the 
State  Legislatorefl,  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  uie  exclnsive  jodge  of  the  extent  of 
the  powers  delegated  to  it,  stop  nothing  short 
of  demiotJsm ;  siooe  ilie  discretion  of  thoea 
who  aominister  the  Glovemment,  and  not  tli« 
constitntion,  would  be  the  mesanre  of  their 
powers.  That  the  several  States  who  formed 
that  instrument,  being  soverdgn  and  inde- 
pendent have  tbe  nnqnestion^le  right  to 
Judge  of  its  inti'aotion ;  and,  that  a  nnllificft- 
tioD,  by  those  sovereignties,  of  all  nnanthorized 
acta,  done  under  color  of  that  instrumeat,  is 
tie  rightful  remedy," 

Time  and  experience  confirmed  Ur.  Jeffer- 
son's opinion  on  this  all-important  point.  In 
the  year  1821,  he  expressed  nimself  in  ^is  em- 
phatic manner :  "  It  is  a  fatal  heresy  to  snp- 
poee  that  either  our  State  Governments  are  anpe- 
rior  to  the  Federal,  or  the  Federal  to  the  State ; 
ndther  is  authorized  literally  to  decide  wMoh 
belongs  to  itself  or  ita  co-partner  in  Govern- 
ment ;  in  differences  of  opinion,  between  their 
different  sets  of  public  servanta,  the  appeal  is 
to  neither,  but  to  their  employers,  peaceably 
assembled  by  their  representatives  in  conven- 
tion." The  opinions  of  Mr,  Jefferson  on  tbia 
subject,  have  been  so  repeatedly  and  so  sol- 
emnly expressed,  that  they  may  be  said  to  have 
been  the  moat  fixed  and  settied  convictions  of 
his  mind. 

In  the  protest  prepared  by  him  for  tlte  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia,  m  December,  1826,  in  re- 
Bpoot  to  the  powers  exerdsed  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  relation  to  the  Tariff  and  In- 
ternal Improvements,  which  he  declares  to  be 
"  Dsnrpa^ons  of  the  'powers  retsined  by  th« 
Btat«s,  mere  interpolations  into  the  compact, 
and  ^ect  infractions  of  it,"  he  solemnly  re- 
asserts all  the  prindples  of  the  Virpnia  resoln- 
tiona  of  '98,  protests  agunst  "  these  acts  of  the 
Federal  branch  of  the  Qovemment  as  null  and 
void,  and  declares  that,  although  Vir^nia 
wonid  oonmder  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  as 
among  the  greatest  calamities  that  could  befall 
them,  yet  it  is  not  the  greatest.  There  ia  one 
yet  greater:  submission  to  a  Government  of 
nnlimited  powers.  It  is  only  when  the  hope 
of  this  shsll  become  absolntdy  desperate,  tnat 
farther  forbearance  could  not  be  indulged." 

In  his  letter  to  Ur.  Giles,  writtea  about  the 
same  tjme,  he  says : 

"I  see  as  you  da,  and  with  the  deepest  afBlction, 
the  rapid  strides  with  which  the  Federal  branch  cf 
our  GoTemment  is  advancing  towards  the  usurpa- 
tion of  all  the  rights  reserved  to  the  States,  and  th« 
consolidation  in  itself  of  all  powers,  foreign  aiid  do- 
mestlo,  and  that,  too,  by  constructions  which  leave 
no  limits  to  their  powers,  &c.  Under  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  they  assume  iudefinilcly  that 
also  over  agriculture  and  manu&ctures,  &e.  Under 
.  the  authority  to  establish  post  roads,  they  cUn 
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that  of  cntliiig  down 
tlon  of  roodi  uid  digging  cuuds,  &c.  And  what  is 
our  resource  for  the  preserratiOD  of  the  oonstitDtlao  ? 
Beuon  «nd  argument }  Yoa  might  u  veil  reaaoa 
ud  acgoe  with  the  marble  oolumn*  enoirclliig  them, 
ko.  Az9  we  then  to  aU&d  to  oat  anna,  imh  the 
hot-beaded  Qeotgianf  No— {and  I  laj  no,  and 
South  Cartriiiut  hu  a^d  no]  — that  mnit  be  the  last 
iMOaree.  We  must  have  pMieooe  and  long  endur- 
anoa  with  onr  brethren,  &a,  aod  teparate  &om  our 
Mmpanlon*  odI;,  when  the  aole  alteraatlTee  left  are 
a  disaolation  of  oar  Union  with  them,  or  aubmisBion 
to  •  GoTemment  withoat  limitaUoo  of  powera.  Be- 
tween  these  two  erits,  when  we  must  nuJie  a  ehcHoe, 
tiiere  can  be  do  hesitAtion." 

Bncb,  EOT,  &re  tho  high  and  imposmg  anthori- 
HdB  in  anpport  of  the  "  Oarolina  doctrine, "  which 
ia,  ia  tact,  the  doctrine  of  the  Vlrmnia  reiolationB 
of  17&B. 

^  Bii^  At  that  da7  the  whde  oonntr^  waa  _ 
Tided  on  Qiis  rerr  qaestion.  It  formed  tiie 
Etoe  of  demarcation  between  the  federal  and 
republican  parties,  and  the  great  political  revo- 
Intion  wbion  then  took  place  tntned  npon  the 
rerj  qnestion  involved  in  these  resolntions. 
That  qneatioQ  was  decided  bj  the  people,  and 
by  that  decision  the  oonstitntdon  was,  in  the 
einphaticlaiiKiiageofUr.  Jefferson,  "saredatitB 
last  gasp."  I  Bhoold  gnppose,  At,  it  wonld  re- 
qnire  more  self-respect  than  anj  gentleman 
Mre  would  he  willing  to  assome,  to  treat  Ught- 
]y  doctrines  derived  itom  snch  high  sonrcea. 
Besting  on  aathoritj  like  this,  I  wm  ask  gen- 
tlemen whether  South  Oarolina  haa  not  mani- 
fested a  high  regard  for  the  Union,  when,  un- 
der a  tyiumj  ten  times  more  grievuaa  than  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws,  she  has,  hitherto,  gone 
no  further  than  to  petition,  remonstrate,  and 
■olemnlj  to  protest  ag^nst  a  aeries  of  measoree 
which  she  believes  to  be  whollr  nnconatitn- 
tionsl,  and  utterly  destmetive  of  her  interests  t 
ffir.  South  Oarolina  has  not  gone  one  step  far- 
ther than  Ur.  Jefferson  himself  was  disposed 
to  go,  in  relation  to  the  very  anlgect  of  onr 
preaant  complaints ;  not  a  step  farther  than 
the  stateamen  from  New  England  were  dis- 
pmed  to  go  under  similar  ciroDmstancea ;  no 
fnrtber  than  the  Senator  from  Massachnsotta 
himself  once  considered  as  within  "  the  limits 
of  ft  constitutional  opposition."  The  doctrine 
that  it  is  the  right  of  a  State  to  Judge  of  the 
Tiolationi  of  the  eoostitntjon  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  protect  her  dti- 
xens  from  the  operation  of  imooDstitiitional 
Uws,  was  held  by  the  enlightened  citizens  of 
Boetoo,  who  assembled  in  raneoil  Hall,  on  the 
Sfith  January,  J80B.  They  state,  in  that  cele- 
brated memorial,  that  "wey  looked  only  to 
the  Btat«  Le^atnre,  who  were  competent  to 
devise  relief  against  the  unoonstitntioaal  acts 
of  the  General  Government.  That  your  power 
[say  they]  ia  adequate  to  that  object,  ia  evident 
com  the  organization  of  the  confederacy." 

A  distinguished  Senator  ftom  one  of  the 
Hew  Engliuid  States,  (Ur.  HiUhouse,)  in  a 
n>eech  ddivered  here,  on  a  bill  fbr  eiiforclng 
the  embargo,  declared :  "  I  feel  myself  bound 


in  coasaience  to  declare,  lest  the  blood  of  those 
who  shall  fall  in  the  execution  of  this  measure 
shall  be  on  my  head,  that  I  oonsider  this  to  be 
an  act  which  directs  a  mortal  blow  at  the  lib- 
erties of  my  country ;  an  act  ocntaining  nn- 
oonstitulJonal  proviaiona,  to  which  the  people 
are  not  bound  to  aubmit,  and  to  which,  vo,  my 
opinion,  they  will  not  submit" 

And  the  Senator  from  Uassaohusetls,  him- 
self in  ft  speech  delivered  ou  the  same  subject, 
in  the  other  House,  said :  "  This  oppoutlon  is 
constitntJOQal  and  legal ;  it  ia,  also,  conecienr 
tious.  It  rests  on  settled  and  sober  convictioa, 
that  snob  policy  is  destmetive  to  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  dangerous  to  the  being  of 
the  GoTemment,  The  experieuoe  of  every  day 
oonfirma  these  aenUments.  Men  who  act  from 
saoh  motives  are  not  to  be  dieoouraged  by  tri- 
fling obstaoles  nor  awed  by  any  dangers.  They 
know  the  limit  of  oonatltntional  opporition; 
up  to  that  limit,  at  their  own  discretion,  they 
irill  walk,  and  walk  fearlessly."     How  "the 

E  of  the  Government "  was  to  be  endan- 
by  "  oonstitntional  mipomtion  to  the  em- 
,"  1  leave  to  the  gentleman  to  explain. 
Tliaa,  it  will  be  seen,  sud  Ur.  H.,  that  the 
South  Oarolina  doctrine  ia  the  republican  doc- 
trine of  '98 ;  that  it  was  first  promulgated  by 
the  fathers  of  the  f^th ;  that  it  was  mun- 
tained  by  Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  the  worst 
of  times :  that  it  oonstitnted  the  very  pivot  on 
which  the  politioal  revolution  of  that  day 
turned;  that  it  embraces  the  very  principles 
the  triumph  of  which,  at  that  time,  saved  the 
constitution  at  ita  last  gasp,  and  which  New 
England  statesmen  were  not  unwilling  to  adopts 
w^en  they  believed  themselvea  to  be  the  vio- 
tims  of  unconstitutional  lopslation.  Sir,  as  to 
the  doctrine  that  the  Federal  Government  is 
the  ezclnmve  Judge  of  the  extent,  as  well  as 
the  limitationB  of  ita  powers,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  utterly  subversive  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  Statea.  It  makes  but  lit- 
tle difference,  in  my  estimation,  whether  Con- 
gress or  the  Supreme  Court  are  invested  with 
uiis  power.  If  the  Federal  Qovemment,  in  all 
or  any  of  ita  departmenta,  are  to  prescribe  the 
limits  of  its  own  authority,  and  the  States  are 
bound  to  submit  to  the  deoiaion,  and  are  not  to 
be  aUowed  to  examine  and  decide  for  them- 
selvea, when  the  barriers  of  the  constitution 
shall  be  overleaped,  this  is  practically  "  a  Gov- 
ernment without  limitation  of  powers."  The 
States  are  at  once  reduced  to  mere  petty  oor- 
poratiouB,  and  the  people  are  entirely  at  your 
mercy.  I  have  but  one  word  more  to  add.  In 
all  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  South 
Oarolina  to  renst  the  nnconatitutional  laws 
which  Oongresa  haa  extended  over  tjiem,  ahe 
has  kept  steadily  in  view  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  by  tiie  only  means  by  which  ahe 
believes  it  can  be  long  preserved — a  firm,  man- 
uid  steady  resiatanoe  against  usurpation. 

measures  of  the  Federal  Government  have, 

it  b  true,  prostrated  her  intereata,  and  will  soon 
involve  the  whole  South  in  irretrievable  rnin. 


ABRIDOMBNT  OF  THB 


SOUIB.} 


Mr.  Fnott  SmboiMt    Ifi^l^baH-m. 


Bnt  even  Uiis  evil,  great  &■  it  b,  b  not  the 
chief  ground  of  our  complaints.  It  is  the  prin- 
Mple  involved  in  the  cont«at^-«  principle 
woioh,  anbetitnting  the  diaoretion  of  Oongreas 
for  the  limitationa  of  the  constitntion,  brings 
the  Btatea  and  the  people  to  the  feet  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  leaves  them  nothing 
tbat  thej  can  call  their  own.  Bir,  if  the  meas- 
nree  of  the  Federal  Government  were  less  o^ 
presuve,  we  ahonld  still  strive  against  tma 
luariiation.  The  Boath  is  aoting  on  a  principle 
she  nas  always  held  saored — resistance  to  on- 
anthoriEed  taxation.  These,  sir,  are  tbe  prin- 
ciples which  indaced  the  immortal  Hampden 
to  nekt  the  pajment  of  a  tax  of  twenty  shil- 
lings. Would  twenty  shillings  have  mined  bis 
fortune  I  No ;  but  the  payment  of  half  twenty 
shillings,  cm  the  principle  on  which  it  was  de- 
manded, would  nave  made  him  a  slave.  Sir 
i^  in  acting  on  these  high  motives,  if.  aQimat«a 
by  that  ardent  love  of  liWty  which  has  always 
been  the  most  prominent  trait  in  the  Bontbem 
character,  we  shoold  be  hnrried  beyond  the 
bouids  of  a  cold  and  oslonlating  prodence^ 
who  is  there,  with  one  notile  and  generons  sen- 
timent In  his  bosom,  that  would  not  be  dis- 
posed, in  the  language  of  Bnrke,  to  exclaim, 
"  Yon  must  pardon  something  to  tlie  spirit  of 
liberal" 


'WsDNiaDAT,  Jannary  27. 
Mr.  Foot'i  Setohiiim — SuUifieatwn. 

The  Soiate  renuned  the  oonnderation  of  Ux, 
Foot's  ree(dnti<»i. 

Mr.  WiBBiKB  sud :  In  osriTing  his  warfare, 
moh  aa  it  was,  into  New  England,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  aU  along  proftssee  to  be  acting 
on  tiie  defenMve.  'E»  electa  to  eonaider  me  as 
having  assuled  South  Carolina,  and  inaats  that 
be  comes  forth  only  aa  her  champion,  and  in 
her  defence.  Bir,  s^d  Ur.  W.,  I  do  not  admit 
that  I  made  any  attack  whatever  on  Booth 
Oarolina.  Nothing  like  it.  The  honorable 
member,  in  his  first  speech,  expressed  opinions 
in  r^;ard  to  revenue,  and  stHue  other  topics, 
whion  I  heard  both  with  pain  and  with  eor- 
priae.  I  t«ld  the  gentleman  that  I  was  aware 
that  such  sentiments  were  entertained  ont  of 
the  Govermnent.  bnt  had  not  expected  to  find 
them  advanced  in  it ;  that  I  knew  there  were 
persons  in  the  Soath  who  speak  of  our  Union 
with  indifference,  or  donb^  taking  puns  to 
magnify  its  evils,  and  to  say  notbbg  of  its  ben- 
efits ;  that  the  honorable  member  himael£  I 
waa  sure,  could  never  be  one  of  these ;  and  I 
regretted  the  expreeaion  of  such  opinions  as  he 
had  avowed,  because  I  thought  their  obvious  ten- 
dency was  to  enoonrage  feelings  of  disrespect 
to  the  Union,  and  to  weaken  ita  connection, 
Thi^  sir,  is  the  anm  and  substance  of  all  I  said 
on  the  subject  And  this  conHtitnt«s  the  attack 
which  called  on  the  chivalry  of  the  gentleman, 
in  his  opinion,  to  hanr  us  with  soch  a  foray, 
unong  me  parly  pamphleta  and  party  proceed- 


ings of  Uassaohusetts  I  If  he  meant  that  I 
BDOk*  with  disaatistiotii^  or  disremct  of  tti« 
eWlitionB  of  Individnala  in  Sontli  Carolina,  it 
is  true.  Bnt,  if  he  mease  that  I  had  assdled 
the  character  of  the  Btat«,  her  honor,  or 
patriotism ;  that  I  bod  reflected  on  her  hi^iory 
or  her  conduct ;  he  had  not  the  elighteat  gronnd 
for  any  sach  aaenmption.  I  did  not  even  refer, 
I  think,  in  my  observations,  to  any  odlection 
of  individuale.  I  s^d  nothing  of  the  recent 
conTention&  I  spoke  in  the  most  niarded  and 
careM  manner,  and  only  expressed  my  regret 
for  the  publication  of  opinions  which  I  pre- 
suned  the  honorable  member  disapproved  as 
much  as  myself.  In  this  it  seems  I  was  mis- 
taken. I  do  not  remember  that  the  gentleman 
has  disclaimed  any  sentiment,  or  any  opinion, 
of  a  supposed  anti-nnion  tendency,  which  on 
all,  or  any  of  the  recent  occasions,  has  been  ex- 
presBed.  The  whole  drift  of  his  speech  has 
oeen  rather  to  prove  that,  in  divers  times  and 
manners,  sentiments  equally  liable  to  my  objec- 
tion have  been  promulgated  in  New  England. 
And  one  would  suppose  that  his  object,  in  this 
reference  to  Mauaonusetta,  was  to  find  a  prece- 
dent to  Jnstiiy  prooeedings  in  the  South,  were 
it  not  for  the  reproach  and  contumely  with 
which  he  labors,  all  along,  to  load  these,  Ms 
own  chosen  precedent*.  By  way  of  defending 
South  Carolina  from  what  he  chooses  to  think 
an  attack  on  her,  he  first  qnotee  the  example  o^ 
Maasa^usetts,  and  then  denounces  that  exam- 
ple in  good  set  terms.  This  twofold  purposcL 
not  very  condstent  with  itself,  one  would 
think,  was  exhibited  more  than  once  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  na  referred,  for  in- 
stancb  to  the  Hartford  Oonvention.  Bid  he 
do  this  for  authority,  or  for  a  topic  of  re- 
proach! Annarentiyfor  both:  forne  told  us 
that  he  shonla  find  no  fault  with  the  mere  htst 
of  holding  such  a  convention,  and  considering 
and  discQBaing  snch  qnestions  as  he  supposes 
were  then  and  there  discnssed :  bnt  what  ren- 
dered it  obnoxious,  was  the  time  in  which  it 
was  holden,  and  the  dronmstancee  of  the 
oonntry,  then  existing.  We  were  in  war,  he 
said,  and  the  coontry  needed  all  onr  aid ;  the 
hand  of  Government  required  to  be  strength- 
ened, not  weakened ;  and  patriotism  should 
have  pos^xmed  such  proceedings  to  another 
day.  The  thing  itself^  then,  is  a  precedent : 
the  time  and  manner  of  it  only,  a  snltject  of 
censure.  Now,  ^,  I  go  much  further,  on  this 
point,  than  the  honorable  member.  Bnppoa- 
mg,  as  the  g^Ueman  seems  to,  that  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  assembled  for  any  such  pur- 
pose as  breaking  up  the  Union,  because 
thought  unconstitutional  laws  had  been  p 
"'         ""    '      "    '  or  to  cal' 

isiog  this  to  be 


pose  as  breaking  up  the  Union,  because  uier 
thought  unconstitutional  laws  had  been  passe^ 
or  to  consult  on  that  sutfject,  or  to  calculate 


the  value  of  the  Union ; 

their  purpose,  or  any  part  ..  .^ ^ 

meeting  itself  was  disloyal  and  was  obnoxiooa 
to  censure,  whether  held  in  time  of  peace  or 
time  of  war,  or  under  whatever  circumstances. 
The  material  question  is  the  olyect  Is  diaso- 
Intion  the  ol(J«ctt    If  It  be,  eztenuil  drcum- 
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■tanoM  may  make  it  a  more  or  less  aggravated 
oaa^  bnt  cannot  affect  Qie  principle.  I  do  not 
hol^  tiierefore^  Bir,  that  the  Hartford  Oonven- 
tion  was  pardonable,  even  to  the  extent  of  the 
gentleman's  admiBdoo,  if  its  objects  were  r«allj 
■aoh  aa  have  been  imputed  to  it.  Sir,  there 
never  waa  a  time,  nadef  auj  d^ee  of  ez(ut«- 
mmt,  in  which  the  Hartford  Convention,  or 
taj  other  oonventioii,  could  mMntMn  itself  one 
mcHnent  in  New  England,  if  aseembled  fi>r  anj 
■noh  pnrpoae  as  the  gentleuuui  sa^  vonld  have 
been  an  allowable  pnTpoae.  To  bold  oonven- 
tions  to  decide  qneaUona  of  constitati<»ial  law  I 
To  ^7  the  binding  validity  of  statnteg,  \>j  votes 
in  a  convention  I  Bir,  the  Hartford  Oonven- 
tion,  I  preeiune,  would  not  desire  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  ehoold  be  their  defender  or 
advocate,  if  he  puts  their  case  upon  snch  un- 
tenable and  extravagant  gronnda. 

Then,  sir,  the  gentlenum  has  no  &nlt  to  find 
with  these  recently  promulgated  South  Oaro- 
llna  opinions.  And,  oertwnlf,  he  need  have 
none:  for  his  own  sentiments^  as  now  ad- 
vanced, and  advanced  on  reflection,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  comprehend  tbem,  go  the 
full  length  of  all  these  opmions.  I  propose,  sir, 
10  say  something  on  these,  and  to  consider  how 
far  Qiey  are  Just  and  oonstitnUonaL  Before 
doing  that^  however,  let  me  observe,  that  the 
enlo^nm  prononnced  on  the  character  of  the 
State  of  South  Oarolina,  \ij  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman,  for  bar  revolntioDary  and  otlker  merits, 
tneeta  mj  bear^  ooncnrrenoe.  I  shall  not  ao- 
knowledge  tliat  the  bmiorable  member  goes  be- 
fore me  m  regard  fbr  whatever  of  distinoaished 
talent,  or  diattngnished  dbaraoter,  South  Oaro- 
lina  has  produced,  I  ol^m  part  of  the  honor, 
I  pulake  in  the  pride  of  her  great  names.  I 
daim  them  for  countrymen,  one  and  all.  The 
Lanrensea,  the  Eutledges,  the  Pinokneys,  the 
Snmtera,  the  Marions— Americans  all-— whose 
Came  is  no  more  to  be  hemmed  in  by  State 
]ine&  than  their  talents  end  patriotism  were 
eqnlde  of  being  circnmscribed  within  the  same 
narrow  limits.  In  their  day  and  generation, 
they  served  and  honored  the  countzj,  and  the 
whole  country;  and  their  renown  Is  of  the 
teeasores  of  tiie  whole  oountrj.  Him.  whose 
honored  name  the  gentleman  himself  beara — 
doee  he  otippose  ma  less  capable  of  gratitiide 
for  his  patriutieni,  or  ^mp^y  fbr  his  suffer- 
ings, Aaa  if  his  eyes  had  first  opened  upon  the 
light  in  Hassadhnsetta,  instead  of  South  Oaro- 
linat  Sir  does  he  suppose  it  in  his  power  to 
^dubit  a  Oarolina  name  so  bright  as  to  produce 
envy  in  mj  bosom  t  No,  air,  mcreased  gratifl- 
fiation  and  delight,  rather.  Sir,  I  than£  God 
that,  if  I  am  gifted  with  little  of  the  spirit 
which  b  able  to  raise  mortala  to  the  aUes,  I 
have  yet  none,  as  I  traat,  of  that  other  spirit, 
which  would  drag  angeb  down.  When  I  ahall 
be  fonnd,  sir,  in  my  place,  here  in  the  Senate, 
or  elsewhere,  to  aneer'at  pnblic  merit,  because 
it  Imrawned  to  spring  up  oeyond  the  little  lim- 
its of  my  own  State  or  neighborhood ;  when  I 
refiise,  for  any  siudi  oanst^  or  for  any  oauae,  the 


homage  due  to  American  talent,  to  elevated 
patrioljsm,  to  sincere  devotion  to  liberty  and 
the  oount[7 ;  or  if  I  see  an  uncommon  endow- 
ment of  heaven — if  I  aee  extraordinary  oa- 
padty  and  virtne  in  any  son  of  the  Sonth— and 
if,  moved  by  local  prejudice,  or  gangrened  by 
State  jealousy,  I  get  up  here  to  abate  the  tithe 
of  a  hair  tVom  his  just  character  and  just  fame, 
may  my  tongne  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my 
month] 

Sir,  let  me  recur  to  pleaang  recollections; 
let  me  Indulge  in  refrediing  remembrances  M 
the  past;  let  me  remind  yon  that,  in  early 
times,  no  States  cherished  greater  harmony, 
both  of  principle  and  feeling,  than  Uassachu- 
setts  and  Sonth  Carolina.  Would  to  God,  that 
harmony  might  again  retorol  Shoulder  to 
shoulder  they  went  through  the  revolution — 
hand  in  hand  they  stood  round  the  administra- 
tion of  Washington,  and  felt  his  own  great  arm 
lean  on  them  for  sapport.  Unkind  feeling,  if 
it  exist,  alienation  and  distmat,  are  the  growth, 
nnnatoral  to  saoh  soils,  of  false  principles  since 
sown.  They  are  weeds,  the  seeds  of  which 
that  same  great  arm  never  scattered. 

I  ahall  enter  on  no  encomiums  upon  Uasea- 
chnsetta ;  ahe  needs  none.  There  she  is ;  be- 
hold her,  and  judge  for  yourselves.  There  is 
her  history;  the  world  knows  it  by  hearL 
The  past,  at  least,  is  secure.  There  is  Boston, 
and  Concord,  and  Lexington,  and  Bunker  Hill ; 
and  there  they  wiU  remain  forever.  The  bones 
of  her  eons,  alien  in  the  great  stmgsle  fbr  in- 
dependence, now  lie  minded  with  the  soil  of 
every  State^  fWnn  New  England  to  Geor^; 
and  there  they  will  lie  forever.  And,  aur, 
where  American  liberty  rused  its  infant  voice ; 
and  where  its  yonth  waa  nurtured  and  sus- 
tained ;  there  it  still  lives,  in  the  stren^  of 
its  manhood,  and  full  of  its  original  spirit.  If 
discord  and  disunion  shall  wound  it ;  if  par^ 
strife  and  blind  ambition  shall  hawk  at  and  tear 
it ;  if  folly  and  madness ;  if  uneasiness,  under 
salutary  and  necessary  reetrunt,  shall  succeed 
to  sepuate  it  ftom  that  Union,  by  which  alone 
its  existence  is  made  sure,  it  will  stand,  in  the 
end,  by  the  side  of  that  cradle  in  which  its  in- 
fancy waa  rocked ;  it  will  stretch  forth  its  arm, 
with  whatever  of  vigor  it  may  atill  retain,  over 
the  friends  who  may  gather  round  it;  and  it 
wilt  fall  at  laat,  if  611  it  mnst,  amidst  the 
proudest  monuments  of  its  own  glory,  and  on 
the  very  spot  of  its  origin. 

There  yet  remains  to  be  performed,  said  Mr. 
W.,  by  far  the  moat  grave  and  important  duty, 
wluch  I  feel  to  be  devolved  on  me,  by  this  oc- 
casion. It  ia  to  state,  and  to  defend,  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  true  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, under  which  we  are  here  assembled. 
I  might  well  have  desired  that  ao  weighty  a 
task  ahould  have  fallen  into  other  and  abler 
hands.  I  could  have  wished  that  it  should 
have  been  executed  by  those,  whose  character 
and  experience  give  weight  and  influence  to 
their  opinions,  such  as  cannot  possibly  belong 
to  mine.   But,  sir,  I  have  met  the  occasion,  not 
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Bon^ht  it;  and  I  Bhall  proceed  to  stAte  mj  own ' 
•entlnleD^  vithont  ehallenring  for  diem  an/ 
particidar  regard,  with  atncUed  plwrnees,  and 
M  mnoh  preoiricHi  as  possible. 

I  nnderstand  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Oaiolina  to  maintain,  that  it  is  a  right  of 
the  State  IiegiaUtnree  to  interfere,  whenever, 
in  their  jad^ent,  this  Gh>Temiaeat  tnuuoenda 
Ita  oongtitution&l  limits,  and  to  arrest  the  oper- 
ation of  ita  laws. 

I  onderstand  him  to  mnintjiiii  this  right,  as  a 
right  existing  under  the  oonatitntion ;  not  as  a 
right  to  OTerthrow  it,  on  the  ground  of  eZ' 
tKme  neceadtj,  euoh  aa  woold  Jtutify  violent 
revolution. 

I  understand  him  to  maintain  an  anthori^, 
on  tlie  part  of  the  StatM,  thos  to  int«rfere,  for 
the  pnipose  of  oorreoting  the  exercise  of  power 
br  the  G«nersl  Oovemment,  of  oheckmg  it, 
and  of  compelling  it  to  conform  to  their  opin- 
ion of  the  extent  of  its  powers. 

1  nnderstand  H^tw  to  fnaintwiTi  that  the  nltt- 
mate  power  of  Jndnng  of  the  oonstitntional 
extent  of  its  own  aaUiori^  is  not  lodged  exoln- 
sivel/  in  the  General  Qovemment,  or  anj 
branch  of  it ;  bat  that,  on  the  oontnuy,  tlie 
States  m^  lawAilly  decide  for  themselves,  and 
each  State  for  iteei^  whetber,  in  a  ^ven  case, 
the  act  of  the  General  Qovemment  bvnacenda 
itspower, 

I  understand  faim  to  Insist  that,  if  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case,  in  Qm  opinion  of  any  State 
Oovemment,  reqnire  it,  each  State  Govern- 
ment may,  bj  its  own  sovereign  authority,  an- 
"    ■'  "  11  aot  of  the  General  Government  which 


him  to  be  the  Sonth  Oarolina  doetrine;  and 
the  doctrine  which  he  maintainH.  I  propose  to 
conrider  it,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  consti- 
tation.  Allow  me  to  say,  as  a  preliminary  re- 
mark, that  I  call  this  the  Sonth  OaroUna  doc- 
trine, onl^  because  the  gentleman  himself  baa 
so  denominated  it.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
say  tliat  South  Carolina,  as  a  State,  has  ever 
advanced  these  sentiments.  I  hope  she  has 
not,  and  never  may.  That  a  great  m^ority  of 
her  people  are  opposed  to  the  tariff  laws,  is 
doabtlesa  true.  That  a  nu^orit;,  somewhat 
less  than  that  Jnst  mentioned,  oonscientioasly 
believe  those  laws  tmoonstitntiona],  may  proba- 
bly also  be  trne.  But,  that  any  mq'ority  holds 
to  the  right  of  direct  State  interference,  at 
State  discretion,  the  right  of  nullifying  acts  of 
CoDgreSB  by  acts  of  State  legislation,  is  more 
tlian  I  know,  and  what  I  shall  be  slow  to 
believe. 

That  there  are  individnals,  beMdes  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  do  munt^  these  opin- 
ions, ia  quite  certain.  I  recollect  the  recent  ex- 
pression of  a  sentiment,  which  cironmatances 
attending  Its  utterance  and  pa))lioation  justify 
ns  in  sapposinK  was  not  unpremeditated.  "  The 
sovereignty  of  the  State— never  to  be  con- 
trolled, constmed,  or  decided  on,  bnt  by  her 
own  feelings  of  honorable  Joitioe.'' 


[ICr.  Hatbk  here  rose,  and  said  that,  lOr  the 
purpose  of  being  clearly  understood,  he  would 
state,  that  his  proposition  was  in  the  worda  <rf 
the  Virginia  reeolntion,  as  follows : 

"  Tliat  this  Anembl;  doth  eiplicilly  and  perentp- 
toiily  dedue,  that  it  views  the  powers  ef  Uie  Peo- 
inl  OoTenuneDt  u  resahlng  from  the  compact  to 
which  the  States  wn  parties,  as  United  by  the  plain 
sense  and  Intention  of  the  instminent  eoiMltiitiiig 
that  compact,  as  no  farther  valid  than  they  are  aa- 
thorised  by  the  grants  enonented  Id  that  oompaet; 
and  that,  In  caae  it  a  daliberate,  p^poblt,  and  dan- 
gerous eieidse  of  other  powers,  not  granted  by  the 
said  compact,  the  State*  wbo  ore  panics  therBlo 
have  tlie  right,  and  oie  in  duty  bound,  to  interpoaa, 
for  orrestins  the  progresi  of  the  evit,  vu)  for  miln- 
taining,  within  their  respective  limits,  the  author- 
ities, rights,  and  liberties,  appeHoinlng  to  them."] 

Mr.  W.  resumed :  I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  resolution  wUoh  the  gentle- 
man read,  and  has  now  Repeated,  and  Uat  he 
relies  on  it  aa  his  anthoritf.  I  know  the 
sonroe,  too,  from  which  it  is  nnderstood  to 
have  proceeded.  I  need  not  say  that  I  have 
mnch  reepeot  for  the  oonstitDtional  opinions  of 
Mr.  Uaduon  \  they  would  weigh  grMtly  with 
me,  always.  But,  before  the  antbtaify  of  faia 
opinion  be  vouched  for  the  gmtleman'a  propo- 
sititni,  it  will  be  proper  to  «»ndd«r  what  ia  the 
fair  interpretation  of  that  reeolntion  to  which 
Mr.  Madison  is  understood  to  have  given  his 
sanction.  As  the  genUeman  construes  it,  it  ia 
an  authority  for  bim,  Possibly,  he  may  not 
have  adopted  the  right  oonstraction.  That 
reaolutioQ  declares,  l£at,  in  the  caae  of  (he 
dangerone  exercise  of  powers  not  granted  to 
the  General  Government,  the  Stales  may  inter- 
rose  to  arreet  the  progress  of  the  evil  Bnt 
now  interpoee,  and  what  doee  this  dedaratioa 
purport  t  Does  it  mean  no  more  than  that 
there  may  be  extreme  cases,  in  whioh  the  peo- 
ple, in  any  mode  of  assembling,  may  rerast 
nsnrpation,  and  relieve  themselves  from  a 
tyrannical  Government  t  No  one  will  deny 
this.  Such  redstonoe  ia  not  tmly  acknowl- 
edged to  be  Jost  in  America,  but  in  En^and, 
also.  Blaokstone  admits  as  mnch,  in  hia  the- 
ory, and  practice,  too,  of  the  Eogliah  oonstita- 
tion.  We,  nr,  who  oppose  the  Oarolina  doe- 
trine,  do  not  deny  that  the  people  may,  if  the^ 
chooee^  throw  off  any  Government  when  it  b«> 
oomee  oppressive  and  intolerable,  and  erect  a 
better  in  its  stead.  We  all  know  that  dvil  in- 
stitntionB  are  established  for  the  public  benefit, 
and  that,  when  they  cease  to  answer  the^enda 
of  their  existence,  they  may  be  changed.  Bot 
I  do  not  understand  the  doctrine  now  contend' 
ed  for  to  be  that  which,  for  the  sake  of  dis- 
tinctness, we  may  call  the  right  of  revolution. 
I  onderatand  the  gentleman  to  mmnt^in,  that, 
without  revolution,  without  civil  commotion, 
without  rebellion,  a  remedy  for  supposed  abnae 
aud  tronsgressiou  of  the  powers  of  the  General 
(3ovemment  lies  in  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  State  Governments.  [Mr, 
HjkTm  here  rose :  He  did  not  contend,  he  taid. 
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for  the  mere  right  of  revolntion,  bat  for  the 
right  ot  ooiutitDtioiiAl  resistsiioe.  What  he 
nuuntained  wu,  that,  in  oitse  of  plain,  palpable 
Tiolation  of  the  oonstitatloii,  hj  the  Qeneral 
GtoTenmMnt,  &  Btste  maj  biterpiMe ;  and  that 
this  interpoudon  ia  oonstitationsL]  Mr,  "W. 
resomod :  So,  dr,  I  onderatood  the  gentienuu, 
and  am  happy  to  find  that  I  did  not  mtmmder- 
itand  htm.  What  he  contends  for,  la,  that  it  ia 
constitiitional  to  interrapt  the  administration  of 
the  oonadtalion  ttaeU^  in  the  hands  of  those 
vrbo  are  chosen  aod  sworn  to  administer  it,  bj 
the  direot  inter&renoe,  in  fonn  of  law,  of  the 
8tat«a,  in  virtue  of  thetr  soveretgn  oapadtf . 
The  inherent  right  in  the  people  to  reform  their 
Govemment,  I  do  not  deny ;  and  they  have 
another  right,  and  that  is,  to  resist  nnconstitn- 
lional  laws,  without  OTertnming  Ihe  Govern- 
ment.  It  is  no  doctrine  of  mine,  that  onoon- 
stjtntional  laws  bind  the  people.  The  great 
qneatjon  is,  whose  pren^ative  u  it  to  decide 
on  the  oonstitntionalit;  or  nnoonsldtntionalitj 
of  the  laws  t  On  that,  the  main  delute  hinges. 
The  proposition,  that,  in  case  of  a  supposed 
Tiolation  of  the  oonstitntifHi  by  Congress,  the 
States  have  a  oonstdtntional  right  to  interfere, 
Hid  aminl  the  law  of  Congress,  is  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman :  I  do  not  admit  it.  If 
the  gentleman  had  intended  no  more  thui  to 
assert  the  right  of  revelation,  for  justifiable 
oanae,  he  wocdd  have  said  only  what  all  agree 
to.  But  I  cannot  oonoeire  that  there  can  be  a 
middle  coarse,  between  snbmission  to  the  laws, 
when  regnlarly  pronoonced  constitationaL  on 
the  one  hand,  and  open  resistance,  which  b 
rerolntion,  or  rebellion,  on  the  other.  I  say, 
the  right  of  a  State  to  annnl  a  law  of  Oongrese, 
cannot  t>e  maint^Jned  bnt  on  the  gronnd  of  the 
nnalienable  right  of  man  to  resist  oppresdon ; 
that  ia  to  say,  npon  the  gronnd  of  revolntion. 
I  admit  that  there  ia  an  nltimat«  violent  reme- 
dy, above  the  oonstitntion,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  constitatJon,  which  may  be  resorted  to, 
when  a  revolntion  is  to  be  Justified.  Bnt  I  do 
not  admit  that  under  the  oonatitntion,  and  in 
conformi^  with  it,  there  is  any  mode  in  which 
a  Btate  Government,  as  a  member  of  the  IJmon, 
can  interfere  and  stop  the  progress  of  tiie  Gen- 
eral QoTemment,  by  force  of  her. own  laws, 
mider  any  cironmstances  whatever. 


Whose  agent  b  it  j  Is  it  the  creatnre  of  the 
Btate  Le^latnre,  or  the  oreatore  of  the  peo- 
ple )  If  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
be  the  agent  of  the  State  Govemmenta,  then 
they  may  control  it,  provided  they  can  agree  ta 
the  manner  of  controlling  it ;  if  it  be  the  agent 
of  the  people,  then  the  people  alone  can  con- 
tn^  it,  restrain  it,  modify,  or  reform  iL  It  is 
observable  enongh,  that  the  doctrine  fbr  whidi 
the  honorable  genUemaa  contends,  leads  him 
to  the  necessity  of  maintaining,  not  only  that 
this  Gteneral  Government  ia  the  creatnre  of  the 
States,  bnt  that  it  is  the  creature  of  each  of  the 
States,  severally ;  so  that  each  m^  assert  the 


power,  for  itself  of  determining  whether  it 
acts  within  the  limits  of  its  authority.  It  Is 
the  servant  of  foar  and  twenty  mastet^  of  dif- 
ferent wills  and  different  purposes,  and  yet 
bonnd  to  obey  all.  This  absardity  (for  it  seems 
no  less)  arises  {rota  a  misconception  as  to  the 
ori^  of  this  GoTemment  in  its  true  charac- 
ter.   It  is,  sir,  the  people's  oonstitation,  the 

lie's  Government;   made  for  tie  people; 

a  by  the  people;  and  answerable  to  the 
people.  The  people  of  the  TTnited  States  have 
declared  that  this  conatitatioa  shall  be  the  sn- 
preme  law.  We  most  either  admit  the  propo- 
sition, or  dii^nte  their  aatbority.  The  States 
are,  nnqneetionably,  soveroign,  so  &r  as  their 
sovereignty  is  not  affected  by  this  snpreme  law. 
Snt  the  State  Legislatures,  as  political  bodies, 
however  sovereign,  are  yet  not  sovereign  over 
the  pieople.  So  far  as  the  people  have  (pven 
power  to  the  General  Government,  so  far  th» 
grant  is  nnqnestionably  good,  and  the  Govern- 
ment holds  of  the  people,  and  not  of  the  State 
Governments.  We  are  all  agents  of  the  same 
sapreme  power,  the  people.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State  Governments  derive 
their  anthority  from  the  same  sonroe.  Neither 
can,  in  relation  to  the  other,  be  called  primary, 
Uiongh  one  is  definite  and  restricted,  and  the 
other  general  and  reddoary.  The  Naticmal 
Government  possesses  those  powers  which  it 
can  be  shown  the  people  have  conferred  on  it, 
and  no  more.  All  the  rest  belongs  to  the  Stete 
Governments,  or  to  the  people  themselves.  80 
far  as  the  people  have  restrained  State  sov- 
ereignty, by  the  expression  of  their  will,  in  the 
Oonstitation  of  the  United  States,  so  far,  It 
most  be  admitted.  State  sovereignty  is  effecta- 
slly  controlled.  I  do  not  contend  that  it  is,  or 
ought  to  be.  controlled  farther.  The  sentiment 
to  which  I  nave  referred,  proponnds  that  Stato 
sovereignly  is  only  to  be  controlled  by  ite  own 
"feeling  of  justice;"  that  is  to  say,  that  it  is 
not  to  M  oontrolled  at  all ;  for  one  who  is  to 
follow  his  own  feelings  is  under  no  legal  con- 
troL  Now,  however  men  may  think  this 
ought  to  be,  the  fact  is,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  chosen  to  impoee  control 
on  State  sovereignties.  There  are  uose,  doubt- 
less, who  wish  they  had  been  left  without  re- 
strust;  but  the  constitotion  has  ordered  the 
matter  diflbrently.  To  make  war,  for  instance, 
is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty ;  but  the  constitn- 
tdon  deoloros  that  no  Stote  shsll  make  war.  To 
coin  money  is  another  eieroise  of  soverei^ 
power;  but  no  State  ia  at  liberty  to  com 
money.  Ageisi,  the  constitntion  sa^  that  no 
sovereign  State  shall  be  so  sovereign  as  to 
make  a  treaty.  These  prohibitions,  it  must  be 
confessed,  are  a  control  on  the  Stote  sovereign- 
ty of  South  Oarolina,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
States,  which  does  not  arise  "  from  her  own 
feelings  of  honorable  josldce."  Such  an  opin- 
ion, uierefore,  is  in  defiance  of  the  plainest 
provisiona  of  the  ooDstitdtiou. 

There  are  other  prooeedinn  of  pubUc  bodiM 
which  have  already  been  winded  to,  and  to 
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which  I  refer  ag^n,  for  the  porpose  of  aaoer- 
bdniiiK  more  full;  what  is  the  length  and 
breadth  of  that  doctrioe,  denomiiu^ed  the 
Oarolina  doobine,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemau  has  now  etood  up  on  thin  floor  to  main- 
tain. In  one  of  them  I  find  it  resolved,  that 
"  the  tariff  of  1B38,  and  every  other  tariff  de- 
dgned  to  promote  one  branch  of  indastry  at 
the  expense  of  others,  is  oontrarr  to  the  mean- 
ing and  lnt«titi<Hi  of  the  Federal  oompaot;  and, 
as  snehj  a  dangerona,  palpable,  and  deliberate 
nrarpauoo,  of  power,  hj  a  determined  mqjor- 
itj,  wielding  the  General  Qoremment  beyond 
the  limits  of  iia  delegated  powers,  as  coUsnpon 
the  States  which  compoae  the  soffering  minor- 
tij,  in  llieir  sovereign  capaottj,  to  exercise  the 
powers  which,  as  soTereigns,  neoessarily  de- 
volve npon  them,  when  their  compact  is  vio- 
lated." 

Observe,  eir,  that  this  resolution  holds  the 
tariff  of  18S8,  and  every  other  tariff  designed 
to  promote  one  branch  of  industry  at  the  ex- 
pense <rf  another,  to  be  saoh  a  danseroaa,  pal- 
p^le,  and  delibwate  nsorpation  of  power,  as 
oalb  npon  the  States,  In  their  sovereign  ca- 
pfldty,  to  inter&re  by  their  own  antSority. 
This  denonoiation,  yon  will  please  to  observe, 
inolndes  oor  old  tariff  of  1816.  as  wdl  as  all 
others;  becaose  that  was  eetaolished  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  mannfaotorers  of  cot- 
ton, to  the  manifest  and  admitted  injury  of  the 
Calcutta  cotton  trade.  Observe  sffun,  that  all 
the  qnaliflcations  are  here  rebearBedand  ohar^ 
npon  the  tari^  which  are  necessary  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  gentleman's  proposition. 
The  tariff  is  a  tunrpation ;  it  is  a  dangerous 
usurpation ;  it  is  a  [ulpable  nanrpation ;  it  is  a 
delitierate  nsorpation.  .  It  is  such  a  usurpation, 
therefore,  as  calls  upon  the  States  to  exerdse 
their  ri^t  of  Interference.  Here  is  a  case. 
then,  within  the  gentleman's  principles,  and  all 
bis  qnaliflcations  of  his  principles.  It  is  a  case 
fbr  action. .  The  oonstitntion  is  plainly,  danger- 
oudy,  palpably,  and  deliberately  violated ;  and 
the  States  most  interpose  their  own  authority 
to  arrest  the  law.  Let  ns  suppose  the  State  of 
South  Oarolina  to  express  the  same  opinion,  by 
the  voice  of  her  Legislature.  That  would  be 
very  imposing ;  but  what  then  !  Is  the  voice 
of  one  State  oonclndve  t  It  bo  h^pens  that, 
at  the  very  moment  when  Soath  Carolina  re- 
solves that  tixB  tariff  laws  are  unconstitutional, 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentocky  resolve  exactly 
the  reverse.  They  hold  those  laws  to  be  both 
highly  proper  and  strictly  conslitational.  And 
now,  sir,  how  does  the  honorable  member  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  this  caae  ?  How  does  he  re- 
lieve us  from  this  difficulty,  npon  any  principle 
of  his  ?  His  conBtmotlon  gets  ns  into  it ;  bow 
does  he  propose  to  get  os  out  ? 

In  Carolina,  the  tariff  is  a  palpable,  delitier- 
ate usnrpadon;  Carolina,  therefore,  msy  nul- 
lify it,  and  refase  to  pay  the  duties.  In  Fenn- 
e;rlvBniB,  it  is  both  clearly  oonstitntional,  and 
highly  expedient;  and  there,  the  duties  are  to 
be  paid.    And  yet  we  live  under  a  Qovemment 
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of  uniform  laws,  and  under  a  constitution,  too, 
wbicb  cDnttUns  an  expreea  provision,  as  it  hap- 
pens, that  all  duties  shall  be  eqnal  in  all  the 
States  1    Does  not  this  approach  absurdity  t 

If  there  be  no  power  to  settle  snoh  qoeetionB^ 
indcqiendent  of  either  of  the  States,  is  not  the 
iriiole  TlDion  a  rope  of  sandt  Are  we  not 
thrown  haok  again,  [O^cisely  npon  the  old  0<»- 
federationl 

It  is  too  plun  to  be  argued.  Four  and 
twenty  interpreters  of  oonstitntional  law,  each 
with  a  power  to  decide  for  ItseU^  and  none  with 
authority  to  bind  aii7body  dse,  and  this  con- 
stitntioaal  taw  the  only  liond  ca  their  nniou  I 
What  is  such  a  state  of  things,  but  a  mere  oon- 
neotion  daring  pleasure ;  or,  to  use  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  times,  during  leeliDg  t  And  that 
feelmg,  too,  not  the  feeling  of  the  people,  who 
eetabluhed  the  oonstitntion,  bnt  the  feeling  of 
the  State  Qovemments, 

In  another  of  the  Sonth  Oarolina  addreaseoL 
having  premised  that  the  crisis  requires  "  all 
the  concentrated  (oiergy  of  pasMon,''  an  atti- 
tude of  open  redstance  to  the  laws  of  the 
UTdon  is  advised.  Open  resistanoe  to  the  lawa, 
then,  is  the  oonstitationsl  remedy,  the  conser- 
vative power  of  the  State,  which  the  South 
Oartdina  doctrines  teach,  for  the  redress  of  po- 
Utioal  evils,  real  or  ima^nary.  And  its  au- 
thors ftarther  aay,  that,  appe^ing  with  confi- 
denoe  to  the  coitstitntion  itself,  to  Justify  their 
opinions,  they  cannot  consent  to  try  their  acca- 
racy  by  the  conrts  ofjnstice.  In  one  sense^ 
indeed,  tAt,  said  Ur.  w,,  this  is  """"'"b  an 
attitude  of  open  resistanoe  in  favor  of  liberty. 
But  what  sort  of  liberty  !  The  liberty  of  ea- 
tablisbing  their  own  t^tniona,  in  defiaoce  of 
the  opinions  of  all  others ;  the  liberty  of  judg* 
ing  and  deciding  etdnaively  themselves,  in  a 
matter  in  which  others  have  as  mncb  right  to 
Judge  and  decide  as  they ;  the  liberty  of  plao- 

5  their  own  opinions  above  the  jadgment  of 
othws,  above  the  laws,  and  above  the  coO' 
stitution.  This  is  their  liberty  \  and  this  is  the 
fair  result  of  the  proportion  contended  for  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  Or,  it  may  be  more 
properly  said,  it  is  identical  with  it,  rather  than 
a  result  from  it. 

In  the  same  publication,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing: "  Previously  to  our  revolntion,  when  ths 
arm  of  oppression  was  stretched  over  New 
England,  where  did  our  Northern  brethren 
meet  with  a  braver  sympathy  than  that  which 
spnmg  from  the  bosoms  of  Carolinians !  We 
had  no  extortion,  no  oppressioo,  no  oollifiioa 
with  the  king's  ministers,  no  navigation  inter- 
eats  springing  np  in  envious  rivalry  of  Eng- 
bmd.''^ 

This  seems  extraordinary  lan^fue.  South 
Carolina  no  collision  with  the  kiug^  ministera 
inlTTS!  No  extortion  I  Nooppreeuonl  But, 
dr,  it  is,  also,  most  sigaiflcant  langnage.  Boea 
any  man  doubt  the  puraose  for  which  it  waa 

Senned  f  Can  any  one  tail  to  see  that  it  was 
eslgned  to  ruse  in  the  reader's  mind  the  ques- 
tion, whether,  at  thia  tune— that  is  to  6^,  in 
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1826.  Sonth  OaroUna  hsa  007  oolUaioii  with  the 
Hng^B  minutera,  any  oppreemou,  or  extortion, 
to  fear  from  Engltmdt  Whether,  in  short, 
Sn^amd  ia  not  aa  naturally  the  friend  of  Boath 
Oarolina,  as  Kew  Koglaad,  vith  her  nariga- 
tion  intereeta  Bpringing  np  in  envious  rivahy  of 
England  t 

Is  It  not  strange,  sir,  that  an  Intelligent  man 
in  Sontb  Carolina,  in  182B,  ehonld  thos  labor 
to  prove,  that,  in  1776,  there  was  no  hostility, 
no  canse  of  vrar  between  Sonth  OaroUna  and 
England  I  That  she  had  no  oooaaion,  in  refer- 
ence to  her  own  interest,  or  from  a  regard  to 
her  own  weUkre,  to  take  np  arms  in  the  revo- 
Intionarj  contest!  Otm  any  one  ac«omit  for 
the  exprasrion  of  saoh  strange  sentiments,  and 
their  circnlation  through  the  State,  otherwise 
than  by  supposinK  the  oliiject  to  be,  what  I  have 
already  intunat^d,  to  raise  the  question,  if  they 
had  no  "  collision  "  (mark  the  expresaion)  with 
tjie  mimBters  of  King  Geoige  the  Third,  in 
mfi,  what  oolMon  have  they  in  1828,  with 
the  ministers  of  King  George  the  Foortht 
What  is  there  now,  in  the  existing  state  of 
things,  to  separate  OaTolina  from  Old,  more,  or 
rather,  than  from  New  England? 

Besolnttons,  sir,  have  been  recently  pBBsed 
by  the  Le^atnre  of  Bontii  Carolina.  I  need 
not  re&r  to  them ;  they  go  no  farther  than  the 
honorable  gentleman  himself  has  ^ne,  and,  I 
hope,  not  so  far.  I  content  myseU',  therefore, 
with  debating  the  matter  with  him. 

And  now,  Bir,  what  I  have  first  to  eay  on 
this  anbjaot  is,  that  at  no  time,  and  nnder  no 
oircamstancea,  has  New  England,  or  any  State 
in  New  England,  or  any  respectable  body  of 
persona  in  New  England,  or  any  public  man  of 
standing  in  Kew  England,  pat  forth  each  a 
doctrine  as  this  Oarolma  doetfine. 

The  gentleman  has  fonnd  no  case,  he  can 
find  none,  to  support  his  own  opinions  by  New 
England  anthonty.  New  England  has  slndied 
the  constitntion  in  other  schools,  and  nnder 
other  teachers.  She  looks  npon  it  with  other 
regards,  snd  deems  more  higoly  and  reverent- 
ly, both  of  it^nst  anthoritr,  and  its  utility  and 
excellence.  Tne  history  of  her  legislative  pro- 
ceedings may  ha  traced;  the  ephemeral  e^- 
dona  of  temporary  bodies,  called  tcwether  by 
tho  excitement  of  the  ocoasicn,  m^  be  hunted 
np— Uiey  have  been  hunted  np.  Tbo  opinions 
and  votes  of  her  pnblio  mei^  in  and  ont  of 
Gongreaa,  may  be  explored ;  it  will  all  be  in 
T^n.  The  Carolina  doctrine  can  derive  from 
her  neither  conntenance  nor  support.  She  ro- 
jects  it  now ;  ehe  always  did  r^ect  it ;  and  till 
she  losee  her  sense^  she  always  will  r^ect  it. 
The  honorable  member  has  referred  to  expres- 
rions  on  ttie  sabjeot  of  the  embargo  law,  made 
in  this  place  by  an  honorable  and  venerable 
gentieman,  (Ux.  Eillhoase,)  now  favoring  us 
with  his  presence.  He  qoot«s  that  dutin- 
gnished  Senator  as  saying,  that,  in  his  Judg- 
ment, the  embargo  law  was  nnconstitntiontd, 
and  that,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  the  people 
were  not  bonnd  to  obey  it.  That,  sir,  is  per- 
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rest  with  a  resolution,  or  a  law  of  a  State 
Legislature,  to  decide  whether  an  act  of  Con- 
gress  be,  or  ba  not  oonstdtntional.  An  uncon- 
atitutional  act  of  Gongress  would  not  bind  the 
people  of  this  District  although  they  have  no 
Legislature  to  interfere  in  their  behalf;  and, 
on  the  other  band,  a  constitutional  law  of  Oon- 
gress  does  bind  the  citizens  of  eveiy  State, 
although  all  theii  Legislatures  should  under- 
take to  annul  it,  by  act  or  resolution.  The 
venerable  Oonnecticnt  Senator  is  a  constitu- 
tional lawyer,  of  sound  principles,  and  enlarged 
knowledge ;  a  stateeman,  practised  and  experi- 
enced; bred  in  the  company  of  Washington, 
and  holding  jnst  views  upon  the  nature  of  our 
Qovernmenta.  He  believed  the  embargo  nn- 
constitntionsl,  and  so  did  others;  but  what 
then?  Who,  did  he  suppose,  was  to  decide 
that  question  t  The  State  Legislatures  )  Cer^ 
tainly  not.  No  snoh  sentiment  ever  es(UK)ed 
his  lips.  Let  ns  follow  up,  sir,  this  New  Eng- 
land opposition  to  the  embargo  laws;  let  w 
trace  it  till  we  discern  the  principle  which  con- 
trolled and  governed  New  En^iind,  throiwh- 
ont  the  whok  oooise  oi  that  opposition.  We 
shall  then  see  what  similaiify  there  is  between 
the  New  En^dand  school  of  ooiutttatioual  on- 
ions, and  this  modem  Carolina  echooL  The 
(^tieman^  I  think,  read  a  petition  from  some 
single  individual,  addressed  to  the  Lenalature 
of  Massachnaetta,  asserting  the  Oarolma  doo- 
trine — that  is,  the  right  of  State  interference 
to  arrest  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  fate  of 
that  petition  shows  the  sentimenta  of  the  Legia- 
latnre.  It  met  no  favor.  The  optidons  of 
Vaasachosette  were  otherwise.  They  had  beui 
expressed  in  l?fl8,  in  answer  to  the  resolutions 
of  Virginia,  and  die  did  not  depart  from  them, 
nor  bend  them  to  the  timee,  Hisgovemed, 
wronged,  oppressed,  as  she  felt  herself  to  be, 
she  still  held  fast  her  integrity  to  the  TJnIon. 
The  gentleman  may  find  m  her  proceedinga 
mach  evidence  of  dissatiabotion  wiUi  the  meas- 
nres  of  the  Qovernment,  and  great  and  deep 
dislike  to  the  embargo ;  all  thia  makes  the  ease 
so  mnch  the  stronger  for  her:  for,  notwith- 
standing all  this  dissatia&ction  and  dislike,  she 
olumed  no  right,  still,  to  sever  asnnder  the 
bonds  of  the  Union.  There  was  heatj  and 
there  was  anger,  in  her  political  fedtngs.  Be 
it  BO :  her  beat  or  her  auger  did  not,  neverthe- 
less, Detray  her  into  infidelitj  to  the  Govern- 
ments The  gentieman  labors  to  prove  that  she 
disliked  the  embargo  as  much  aa  Bontii  Caro- 
lina dislikes  the  tantf,  and  expressed  her  dislike 
as  strongly.  Be  it  so ;  bnt  did  she  propose  the 
Carolina  remedy  I  Did  she  threaten  to  inter- 
fere, by  State  authority,  to  annol  the  lavrs  of 
the  Union  t  That  is  the  question  for  the  gen- 
tieman'a  oonuderation. 

Let  me  here  say,  sir,  that  if  the  gentteman'a 
doctrine  had  been  received  and  ai^  upon  in 
New  England,  In  the  times  of  the  embargo  and 
non-interoonrse,  we  should  probably  not  iioir 
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tiftve  bMn  here.  The  Qovenunent  wvnld,  very 
likelj,  have  gone  to  pieoea,  uid  orombled  into 
dnat.  Ko  stroller  cue  oan  ever  aiiM  than  ex- 
isted under  thoee  laws ;  no  Btatea  can  ever  en- 
tertain a  clearer  oonviotion  than  the  New  Eog- 
land  States  then  entertained ;  and  if  the?  had 
been  under  the  infinence  of  that  heresj  of 
opinion,  aa  I  nnist  call  it,  which  the  honorable 
member  eapooeea,  this  Union  wonld,  in  all 
probabihtj,  have  been  ioattered  to  the  fonr 
winda,  I  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  ^- 
plj  his  prinoiplee  to  that  case ;  I  ask  him  to 
oome  for&  and  deolare,  whether,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  New  Enffland  Btatee  would  have  l>6en 
jnatified  in  interfering  to  break  np  the  embar- 
go mtem,  nuder  the  consolentioas  opiniona 
whidi  they  held  npon  it  t  Had  they  a  right  to 
annul  that  law  1  Doee  he  admit  or  deny  t  K 
that  which  is  thought  palpably  imoonstitDtdooal 
in  Sonth  Carolina,  Jnstifies  that  State  in  arreat- 
ing  the  progreas  of  the  law,  tell  me,  whether 
that  whioh  was  Uionght  piupably  nnoonstita- 
tional  alao  in  Uaaaachnaetta,  wonld  have  josd- 
fled  her  in  doin^  the  eame  thing  ?  Sir,  I  deny 
the  whole  dootnne.  It  has  not  a  foot  of  ^omid 
in  the  constitntiou  to  stand  on.  No  pobho  man 
of  reputation  ever  advanced  it  in  Massachu- 
Bctts,  in  the  warmest  times,  or  conld  mwntain 
himaalf  upon  it  there  ftt  any  lime. 

I  wish  now,  sir,  to  make  a  remark  upon  the 
Yir^nla  reaolations  of  1788.  I  cannot  nnder- 
take  to  say  bow  theaa  reaolaldona  were  nnder- 
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leroise,  by  Oongress,  of  a  dangerous 
power,  not  granted  to  them,  the  reaotutions 
assert  the  ridit,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to 
interfere,  and  arreat  the  progress  of  the  eviL 
This  is  snsoeptible  of  more  (han  one  interpre- 
tation.  It  may  mean  no  more  than  that  the 
States  may  interfere  by  complaint  and  remon- 
strance ;  or  by  proposing  to  the  people  an 
alteration  of  the  Federal  ooostitntLoQ.  This 
would  all  be  qnite  nnol^jectionable ;  or,  it  may 
be,  that  no  more  ia  meant  than  to  assert  the 
general  right  of  revolution,  aa  against  all  Gov- 
emmenta,  in  oasea  of  intolerable  oppreasioQ. 
This  no  one  donbts ;  and  this,  in  my  opinion, 
is  all  that  he  who  framed  the  reeolntions  oonld 
have  meant  by  it :  for  I  shall  not  readily  be- 
lieve that  he  was  ever  of  opinion  that  a  State, 
nnder  the  constitution,  and  in  conformity  with 
it,  could,  npon  the  ground  of  her  own  opinion 
of  its  nnconstitntionalitj,  however  clear  and 
palpable  she  might  think  the  case,  annul  a  law 
of  Congresa,  so  far  aa  it  should  operate  on  her- 
self, by  her  own  legislative  power. 

I  must  now  beg  to  oak,  sir,  whence  is  this 
Buppoeed  ri^t  of  the  States  derived  t  Where 
do  they  find  the  power  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  the  Union  I  Sir,  the  opmion  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  muntains,  is  a  notion 
fonnded  on  a  total  mia^prehension,  in  my 
jndxment,  of  the  origin  oi  this  Oovemmont, 
and  of  the  foundation  on  which  it  stands.  I 
bold  it  to  be  a  popular  Government,  erected  by 


the  people ;  those  who  administer  it,  reaponai 
ble  to  the  people ;  and  itaelf  enable  of  bdng 
amended  and  modified,  Just  as  the  people  m^y 
choose  it  ahonld  be.  It  is  aa  popular,  just  aa 
truly  emanating  from  the  people,  as  the  State 
Governments.  It  is  created  tot  one  pnrpoae ; 
the  6l«t«  Governments  for  another .  It  has  its 
own  powers;  they  have  theirs.  There  is  no 
more  authority  with  them  to  arreet  the  c^>erii- 
tion  of  a  law  of  Gongress,  than  with  Oongreea 
to  arreet  the  operation  of  their  laws.  We  are 
here  to  admiidster  a  oonatitution  emanating  im- 
mediately from  the  people,  and  trosted,  by 
them,  to  our  administratioD.  It  is  not  the 
creature  of  the  State  Governments.  It  is  of 
no  moment  to  the  argument,  that  oertain  acts 
of  the  State  Legislatures  are  necessary  to  fill 
onr  seats  in  this  Imdy.  That  is  not  one  of  thor 
original  State  powers — a  part  of  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  State.  It  is  a  dnty  which  the  people^ 
by  the  constitution  itaelf  have  imposed  on  tbe 
State  Legislatures ;  and  which  they  mii^t  have 
leit  to  be  performed  elsewhere  if  they  had 
seen  fit.  Bo  they  have  left  the  choice  ot  Preed- 
dent  with  electors ;  bnt  all  thia  does  not  affect 
the  proposition  that  thia  whole  Government— 
Preeident,  Senate,  and  Eonse  of  BepreeeDta- 
tivea — is  a  popular  Government.  It  leaves  it 
BtUl  all  its  popular  character.  The  Oovemor 
of  a  State  (in  some  of  the  Statee)  ia  choaen, 
not  directly  by  Uie  peoole,  but  by  thoee  who 
are  chosen  by  the  people,  for  the  pnrpoee  c^ 
performing,  among  other  duties,  that  of  elect- 
mg  a  Gtovemor.  Is  the  Government  of  a  State, 
on  that  account,  not  a  popular  Government  I 
This  Government,  sir,  is  tiie  independent  off- 
spring of  the  popnlar  wilL  It  is  not  the  crea- 
ture of  State  Legislatnres.  Nay,  more,  if  tJie 
whole  tmth  must  be  told,  the  petmle  bron^t 
it  into  existence,  establiahed  it,  and  have  hith- 
erto supported  it^  for  the  very  pnrpose,  amongst 
others,  of  impoamg  certain  s^utary  restr^nts 
on  State  sovereignties.  The  States  cannot  now 
make  war;  they  cannot  contract  alliancee; 
they  cannot  make,  each  for  itself  separate  reg- 
ulations of  commerce ;  they  oannot  lay  im- 
posts ;  they  catmot  coin  money.  If  this  ochi- 
Btitntion,  sir,  be  the  creature  o!  State  Legiala- 
tnres,  it  mnst  be  admitted  that  it  has  obtained 
a  strange  control  over  the  volitions  of  its  cre- 
ators. 

The  people,  then,  dr,  erected  this  Govern- 
ment They  gave  it  a  constitution;  and  in 
that  constitiition  they  have  enunerated  the 
powers  which  they  bestow  on  it.  They  have 
made  it  a  limited  Government.  They  have  de- 
fined its  authority.  They  have  restrained  it  to 
the  exercise  of  snch  powws  as  are  granted; 
and  all  others,  they  declare,  are  reserved  to  the 
Statea  or  to  the  people.  Bpt,  sir,  they  have 
not  stopped  here.  If  they  had.  they  would 
have  accomplished  but  half  their  work.  No 
definition  can  be  so  clear  as  to  avoid  poesibilitj 
of  doubt;  no  limitation  so  predae,  as  to  ex- 
dnde  all  nncert^ty.  Who  tnen  shall  ctmstrna 
thia  grant  of  the  people )    Who  shall  interpret 
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their  win,  where  it  miy  be  supposed  they  have 
left  it  doubtful  ?  With  whom  do  they  repoae 
this  ultimate  right  of  deciding  on  the  powers 
of  the  GovemiDent?  Sir,  they  have  settled  all 
this  in  the  fVilIesC  manner.  They  have  left  it 
with  the  Qovemment  itaell  In  its  appropriate 
branches.  Sir.  the  very  cnief  end,  the  main 
design,  for  which  the  whole  constitution  was 
filmed  and  adopted,  was,  to  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment that  Hhoold  not  he  obliged  to  act 
through  State  a^soy,  or  depend  on  State  opin- 
ion and  State  discretion.  The  people  had  had 
Jnito  enough  of  that  Hnd  of  Gloveriitnent,  nn- 
er  the  Confederacy.  Under  that  system,  the 
legal  action,  the  application  of  law  to  individn- 
aU,  belonged  ezclusiTolj  to  the  States.  Con- 
gress oonid  only  recommend ;  their  acta  were 
not  of  binding  force,  till  the  States  had  adopted 
and  sanctioned  them.  Are  we  in  that  oondi- 
tdoc  still  I  Are  we  yet  at  the  mercy  of  State 
discretion,  and  Stato  construction  t  Sir,  if  we 
are,  then  vain  will  be  our  attempt  to  maintain 
the  constitnlion  nnder  which  we  sit  But,  sir, 
the  people  have  wisely  provided,  in  the  consti- 
totion  itself  a  proper,  snitable  mode  and  tribn- 
nnl  for  settling  qnestions  of  constitational  law. 
There  are,  in  the  constitution,  grants  of  powers 
to  Congress,  and  restrfotions  on  these  powers. 
There  are,  also,  prohibitions  on  the  States. 
Borne  authority  mnst,  therefore,  necessarily  ex- 
ist, having  the  nltdmate  jnrisdiction  to  fix  and 
aaoertain  the  interpretation  of  these  grants  re- 
strictions, and  prohibitions.  The  constitution 
haa,  itself  pointed  out,  ordained,  and  estab- 
lished, that  anUiority.  How  has  it  accom- 
plisbed  this  great  and  essential  end?  By  de- 
claring, sir,  that  "the  constitntion,  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance 
thereof!  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
any  thug  in  the  conatitation  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  tne  contrary  notwithstanding." 

This,  sir,  was  the  first  great  step.  By  this, 
the  an^remacy  of  the  constitation  and  laws  of 
the  TTmted  States  is  declared.  The  people  so 
win  it  No  6tat«  law  is  to  be  valid  which 
oomes  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  or  any 
law  of  the  United  Scatea.  But  who  shall  de- 
dde  this  question  of  interference  t  To  whom 
lies  the  mat  appeal}  This,  sir,  the  consHtn- 
tion  itself  deoides  also,  by  declaring  "  tiiat  the 
Judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  ariring 
nnder  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States."  These  two  provinons,  sir,  cover  the 
whole  eronnd.  They  are,  io  trnth,  the  key- 
stone of  the  arch.  With  these,  it  is  a  constitu- 
tion; without  them,  it  is  a  confederacy.  In 
pnrsaance  of  these  clear  and  express  pro- 
vimons.  Congress  established,  at  its  very  first 
eesdot),  in  the  Judicial  Act,  a  mode  for  carry- 
ing them  into  iVill  effect,  and  for  brinnng  all 
anestions  of  oonstitatiooid  power  to  t£e  final 
oecision  of  the  Snpreme  Court  It  then,  sir, 
became  a  Government.  It  then  had  the  means 
of  »^-protection ;  and,  but  for  this,  it  wonld^ 
in  all  probability,  have  been  now  amona  tilings 
which  are  past.    Having  constituted  t£e  Gov- 
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emment,  and  declared  Its  powers,  the  people 
have  fiuiher  said,  that,  unce  somebody  mast 
decide  on  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the  Oov- 
emment  shall  itself  decide;  sut^ect,  always, 
like  other  popnlar  Governments,  to  ila  respon- 
sibility to  the  people.  And  now,  sir,  I  repeat, 
how  is  it  that  a  State  Legislature  aoqnires  any 
power  to  interfere  )  Who  or  what  gives  them 
the  right  to  say  to  the  people,  "  We,  who  are 
your  agents  and  servants  for  one  pnrpose,  will 
undertake  to  decide  that  your  other  agents  and 
servants,  ^pointed  by  you  for  another  pur- 
pose, have  transcended  the  authority  yon  gave 
them ! "  The  reply  would  be,  I  think,  not  im- 
pertinent :  "  Who  made  yon  a  judge  over  an- 
other's servanta  t  To  their  own  masters  they 
stand  or  falL" 

Sir,  I  deny  this  power  of  State  Legislatures 
altogether.  It  cannot  stand  the  test  of  exami- 
nation. Gentlemen  m^  say  that  in  an  ex- 
treme case,  a  State  Government  might  protect 
the  people  from  intolerable  oppreseion.  Sir,  In 
anch  a  case,  the  people  might  protect  them- 
selves, without  the  aid  of  the  Bttte  Govern- 
ments. Snch  a  case  warrants  revolntion.  It 
must  make,  when  it  comes,  a  law  for  itselt  A 
nnlli^ing  act  of  a  8tat«  L^islatnre  cannot 
alter  the  ease,  nor  make  reustanoe  any  more 
lawfbL  In  maintaining  these  sentiments,  Ar,  I 
am  bnt  asserting  the  rights  of  the  people.  I 
state  what  they  have  declared,  and  insist  on 
their  right  to  declare  it.  They  have  chosen  to 
repose  tnia  power  in  the  General  Government, 
and  I  think  it  my  dnty  to  support  it,  Uke  other 
constitutional  powers. 

For  myself  sir,  I  do  not  admit  the  inrisdio- 
tioa  of  Sooth  Carolina,  or  any  other  State,  to 
prescribe  my  constitutional  duty,  or  to  settle, 
Detween  me  and  the  people,  tiie  validilr  of 
laws  of  Congre^  for  which  I  have  voted.  I 
decline  her  umpirage.  I  have  not  sworn  to 
support  the  conatitntion  aocording  to  her  con- 
stniction  of  its  clauses.  I  have  not  stipulated, 
by  my  oath  of  office,  or  otherwisa  to  oome 
pt  to  the  p 


under  any  responsibility,  except  b 


a  peopl^ 


and  those  whom  they  have  ^)pointed  to  pass 
upon  the  question,  whether  laws,  anpported  by 
my  votes,  conform  to  the  constitntion  of  the 
country.  And,  or,  if  we  look  to  the  general 
nature  of  the  case,  could  any  thing  have  been 
lore  preposterona  than  to  make  a  Government 
>r  the  whole  Union,  and  yet  leave  its  powers 
ilject,  not  to  one  interpretation,  tmt  to  thir- 


teen, or  twenty-fonr,  interpretations )  Instead 
'  one  tribnnal,  established  by  all,  responsible 
all,  with  power  to  decide  for  ali,  shall  con- 


sttCational  qnestionB  be  left  to  four  and  twenty 
popular  bodies,  each  at  liberty  to  decide  for 
itself,  and  none  boond  to  respeet  the  deeisiona 
of  others ;  and  each  at  lil>erty,  too,  to  give  a 
new  coDstraotion  on  every  new  election  of  its 
own  members  (  Would  anv  thing  with  such  a 
principle  in  it.  or  rather  witn  such  a  destitution 
of  all  principle,  be  fit  to  be  called  a  Govern- 
ment f  No,  sir.  It  should  not  be  denominated 
a  constitution.    It  should  be  called,  raOker,  • 
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Ofdlection  of  topics,  for  everlasting  controTsr- 
07 ;  heads  of  debate  for  a  dispaUtions  people. 
It  wonld  not  be  a  Government.  It  woald  not 
be  adequate  to  any  practical  good,  nor  fit  for 
any  ooantry  to  live  under.  To  avoid  all  possi- 
bility of  being  misunderstood,  allow  me  to  re- 
peat again,  in  tJie  fiillest  manner,  that  I  claim 
no  powers  for  the  Goveniment,  by  forced  or 
nnfair  constmction,  I  admit  that  it  is  a  Oot- 
emment  of  strictly  limited  powers,  of  enumer- 
ated, specified,  and  particnlanzed  powers ;  and 
that  whatsoever  is  not  granted,  is  witMield. 
Bnt  notwithstanding  all  tnis,  and  however  the 
grant  of  powen  may  be  expressed,  its  limit  and 
extent  may  yet,  in  some  cases,  admit  of  donbt: 
and  the  Genera]  Government  would  be  good 
for  nothing,  it  wonld  be  incapable  of  long  ex- 
isting,  if  some  mode  had  not  been  providra,  in 
wluoh  these  donbt^  as  they  slionld  aris^  might 
be  peaceably,  bnt  authoritative,  solved. 

And  now  let  me  mn  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's dootrine  a  Uttle  into  its  practical  applica- 
tion. Let  ns  look  at  his  probable  modvM  oper- 
andi. If  a  thing  can  be  done,  an  ingenious 
man  can  tell  how  it  is  to  be  done.  Now\  I 
wish  to  be  Informed  how  this  State  Interier- 
ence  Is  to  be  pnt  in  practice  without  violence, 
bloodshed,  and  rebellion.  We  will  take  the 
existing  case  of  tlie  tariff  law.  South  Carolina 
is  s^d  to  have  made  np  her  opinion  upon  it. 
If  we  do  not  repeal  it.  (as  we  probably  shall 
not,)  she  will  then  apply  to  the  case  the  reme- 
dy of  her  doctrine.  She  will,  we  must  sup- 
pose, pass  a  law  of  her  L^islatnre,  declaring 
the  several  acts  of  Oongress,  usually  called  the 
tariff  laws,  nnll  and  void,  so  far  as  tliey  respect 
South  OaroUoa,  or  the  dtizens  thereof.  Bo  far, 
all  is  a  paper  transaction,  and  easy  enough. 
Bnt  tbe  ooUector  at  Oharleaton  Is  collecting  the 
duties  imposed  by  these  tariff  laws ;  he,  there- 
fore, most  be  stopped.  The  coUect«r  will  eeize 
the  goods  if  the  tariff  duties  are  not  })iud.  The 
State  aotboritiefl  will  undertake  their  rescue : 
the  marshal,  with  his  potu,  will  come  to  the 
ooUeotor's  aid^  and  here  the  contest  beg^. 
The  militia  of  the  State  will  be  called  ont  to 
sustdn  the  nnllijying  aot  They  will  march, 
air,  under  a  very  gallant  leader :  for  I  believe 
tiie  honorable  member  himself  commands  the 
militia  of  that  part  of  the  Stete.  He  vrilt  raise 
the  nullifying  act  on  his  standard,  and  spread 
it  ODt  as  his  banner  I  It  will  have  a  preamble, 
bearing,  that  the  tariff  laws  are  palpable,  de- 
liberate, and  dan^erons  violations  of  the  oon- 
stitntiont  He  will  proceed,  with  this  banner 
fiying,  U>  ike  custom-house  in  Charleston : 
"All  the  while, 
"SononHia  metal  bloving  martial  soDn^" 
Arrived  at  the  costom-honse,  be  will  tell  the 
oolleotor  that  he  must  collect  no  more  dntiee 
tmder  any  of  the  tariff  laws.  This  ho  will  be 
Bomewhat  puzzled  to  say,  by  the  way,  with  a 
grave  conntenance,  conudering  what  hand 
South  Carolina  herself  had  in  that  of  1816. 
But,  sir,  the  collector  would,  probably,  not  de- 
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sist  at  his  bidding.  Here  would  ensue  a  pause; 
for  th^y  say  that  a  certain  stiUnese  precedes 
the  tempest.  Before  this  military  array  should 
tall  on  Ibe  cnstom-honse,  collector,  clerks,  and 
all,  it  is  very  probable  some  of  th[»e  compos- 
ing it  would  request,  of  their  gallant  command- 
er-in-chief; to  be  informed  a  little  upon  the 
point'of  law:  for  they  have,  doubtless,  a  just 
respect  for  his  opinions  as  a  lawyer,  as  well  as 
for  his  bravery  as  a  soldier.  They  know  he 
has  read  Blat^astone  and  the  constitution,  as 
well  as  Turenne  and  Yanban.  They  wonld  ask 
him,  therefore,  something  concerning  their 
rights  in  this  matter.  They  voold  inquire 
whether  it  was  not  somewhat  dangerous  to  re- 
sist a  law  of  the  United  States.  What  wonld 
be  the  nature  of  their  offence,  they  would  wish 
to  learn,  if  they,  by  military  force  and  array, 
related  the  execution,  in  Carolina,  of  a  lav  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  shontd  turn  out,  after 
all,  that  the  law  was  constitutional  t  He  would 
answer,  of  course,  treason.  Ko  lawyer  could 
give  any  other  answer.  John  Fries,  he  would 
tell  tbem,  had  learned  that  some  years  ago. 
How,  then,  they  would  ask,  do  yon  propose  to 
defend  us  I  We  are  not  afrdd  of  bnSets ;  bat 
treason  has  a  way  of  taking  people  off,  that  we 
do  not  much  reUsh.  How  do  yon  propose  to 
defend  ns  t  "  Look  at  my  fioating  banner,"  he 
would  reply ;  "  see  there  the  nuUi^ing  law !  " 
Is  it  your  opinion,  gallant  commander,  they 
would  then  say,  that,  if  we  should  be  indicted 
for  treason,  that  same  fioating  banner  of  yoois 
wonld  make  a  good  plea  in  bar  t  "  Sonth  Car- 
olina ia  a  sovereign  State,"  he  would  reply. 
That  Is  true ;  but  would  the  jndge  admit  our 
plea?  "These  tariff  laws."  he  would  repeat, 
"  are  TmoonstitntionaL  palpably,  delibraaitely, 
dangerously,"  That  all  may  be  so ;  but  if  the 
tribunals  should  not  happen  to  be  of  that  opin- 
ion, shall  we  Bwing  for  it  ?  We  are  ready  to 
die  for  our  conctiy,  but  it  Is  rather  an  awk- 
ward bnginesB,  this  dying  without  toudiing  the 
ground !  Alter  all,  uiat  is  a  sort  of  hemp  faiT, 
worse  than  any  part  of  the  tariff.  The  honot^ 
able  gentleman  would  be  in  a  dilemma  like 
that  of  another  great  general :  he  would  have 
a  knot  before  him  which  be  could  not  untie. 
He  must  cnt  it  with  his  sword :  he  must  say  to 
his  followers.  Defend  yourselves  with    your 

bayonets  I and  this  is  war— civil  war. 

Direct  collision,  therefore,  between  force  and 
force,  is  the  unavoidable  result  of  that  remedy 
for  the  revision  of  uncoustitntional  laws  whi<£ 
the  gentleman  contends  for.  It  must  happen 
in  the  very  first  case  to  which  it  ia  applied.  Is 
not  this  the  plain  result?  To  redst,  byfon», 
the  execution  of  a  law,  generally,  ia  treason. 
Oan  the  courts  of  tbe  United  States  take  notico 
of  the  indulgence  of  a  State  to  commit  trea- 
>n  !  !nie  common  saying,  that  a  State  cannot 
immit  treason  herself  is  nothing  to  the  pnr- 
pose.  Oan  she  authorize  others  to  do  it )  If 
John  Fries  had  produced  an  act  of  Pennsylva- 
Bia,  annulling  the  law  of  OongreBa,  woid<d  it 
have  helped  his  case!    Talk  abont  it  as  wo 
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will,  these  doctrines  go  the  lenffth  of  revoln- 
tion.  Thej  are  incompatible  with  anj  paaoe- 
able  adminiBCnition  of  the  Qoveromen^  The]r 
lead  directly  to  disanion  and  civU  commotioD ; 
and  therefore  it  is,  that,  at  their  commence- 
ment, when  the;  are  firat  foond  to  be  main- 
tuned  by  respectable  men,  and  in  a  tangi- 
ble form,  I  enter  mj  public  protest  sgainat 
them  all. 

The  honorable  gentleman  argnes  that,  if  this 
Govenunent  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  eitent  of 
He  own  powers,  whether  that  right  of  jadging 
be  in  Oongress  or  the  Snpreme  Conrt^  it  equal- 
ly Bubvertfl  State  sovereignty.  This  uie  gentle- 
man sees,  or  thinks  he  sees,  although  he  cannot 
perceive  how  the  right  of  Judging,  in  this  mat- 
ter, if  left  to  the  exercise  of  State  Legislatures, 
baa  any  tendencyto  subvert  the  Government 
of  tlie  Union.  The  gentJeman's  opinion  may 
be,  that  Uie  ligtit  ought  not  to  have  been 
lodged  witL  the  Qeneral  Government ;  he  mar 
like  better  suoh  a  constitation  as  we  should 
have  under  the  right  of  State  interference ;  but 
I  tak  him  to  meet  me  on  the  plain  matter  of 
ta/A :  I  ask  him  to  meet  me  on  tne  constitution 
itself;  I  ask  him  if  the  power  is  not  found 
there,  dearly  and  visibly  foond  there  f 


Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  unal- 
terable. It  is  to  continue  in  its  present  form 
no  longer  than  the  people,  who  established  it, 
shall  cnoosa  to  oontmne  it.  If  they  shall  be- 
come convinced  that  they  have  made  an  iiijn- 
dicions  or  Inexpedient  partition  and  distribu^ 
tion  of  power,  between  the  State  Qovemments 
and  the  General  Govemmentt  they  can  alter 
that  distribution  at  will. 

If  any  thing  be  found  in  the  national  consti- 
tation, either  by  original  provision,  or  snbse- 
qnent  interpret^on,  which  onght  not  to  be  In 
ft,  the  people  know  how  to  get  rid  of  it.  1i 
any  construction  be  established,  nnacoeptable 
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to  thetn,  so  as  to  become,  nraetioally,  a  part 

""  "ion,  they  will  amend  it  at  their 
own  sovereign  plessure.    But  while  the  people 


choose  to  mflintRin  it  as  it  is ;  while  they 
satisfied  with  it,  and  reftise  to  change  iL  who 
has  given,  or  who  can  give,  to  the  Btate  Leffia. 
latnres,  a  right  to  alter  it,  either  by  inteiler- 
«nca,  constmction,  or  otherwise?  Gentlemen 
do  not  seem  to  recollect  that  the  people  have 
KO.J  power  to  do  any  thing  for  themselves ; 
they  imagine  there  is  no  sirfety  for  them  any 
longer  than  they  are  under  the  close  goardian- 
ehip  of  the  State  Legislatures.  Sir,  the  people 
hare  not  trusted  their  safety,  In  regard  to  uie 
general  constitution,  to  those  hands.  They 
SaTO  required  other  secnrity,  and  taken  other 
bonds.  They  have  chosen  to  trust  themselves. 
first,  to  the  plain  words  of  the  instmment,  and 
to  snch  constmction  as  the  Government  itself 
in  doubtful  cases,  should  put  on  its  ovm  pow- 
ers, under  their  oaths  of  office,  and  subject  to 
their  responsibility  to  them :  Just  as  the  people 
of  a  State  trost  their  own  State  Governments 


with  a  similar  power.  Secondly,  they  have 
reposed  their  trust  In  Qie  efficacy  of  frequent 
election^  and  in  their  own  power  to  remove 

their  own  servants  and  agents,  wheuever  they 
see  canse.  Thirdly,  they  have  reposed  their 
trust  in  the  Judicial  power,  which,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  trnstworihy,  they  have  made 
AS  respectable,  as  disinterested,  and  as  inde- 

Gndent  aa  was  practicable.  Fourthly,  tbey 
,ve  seen  fit  to  rely,  in  ease  of  necearitj,  or 
high  expediency,  on  their  known  and  admitted 
power  to   alter  or   amend    the   constitution, 


finally,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have, 
St  no  time,  in  no  way,  direcUy  or  indirectly, 
authorized  any  State  Legislature  to  construe  or 
interpret  their  high  instmment  of  Govern- 
ment; mnoh  less  to  interfere,  by  their  own 
power,  to  arrest  its  conrse  and  operation. 

I^  ini,  the  people,  in  these  respects,  had  done 
otherwise  than  tbey  have  done,  their  constitn- 
tion  could  neither  have  been  preserved,  nor 
would  it  have  been  worth  preserving.  And,  if 
its  pldn  proviaona  shall  now  be  disregarded. 
and  these  new  doctrines  interpolated  ia  it,  it 
will  become  as  feeble  and  helpless  a  being  as 
its  enemies,  whether  early  or  more  recent^ 
could  possibly  desire.  It  will  ezistL  in  eveij 
State,  hnt  as  a  poor  dependent  on  State  per- 
mission. It  must  borrow  leave  to  be ;  and  will 
be  no  longer  than  State  nleasaT&  or  State  dis- 
oretion,  sees  fit  to  ^rant  tiie  indulgence,  and  to 
prolong  its  poor  existence, 

Bnt,  sir,  although  there  are  fears,  there  are 
hopes,  also.  The  people  have  nreserred  this, 
their  own  chosen  oonslitation,  for  forty  yeari 
and  have  seen  tiieir  hiq)pines9,  prosperity,  and 
renown,  grow  with  its  growth,  and  strengthen 
with  its  strength.  They  ore  now,  generally, 
strongly  attached  to  it.  Overthrown  by  direct 
ossanlt,  it  cannot  lie ;  evaded,  luidemuned^  nnl- 
lified,  it  will  not  be,  if  we,  and  those  who  shall 
succeed  ns  here,  as  agents  and  repreeentativei 
of  the  people,  shall  conscientionaly  and  vi^- 
lantiy  discharge  the  two  great  branches  of  onr 
public  trnst,  laithfiilly  to  preserve,  and  wisely 
to  administer  it. 

I  have  thns  stat«d  the  reasons  of  my  dissent 
to  the  doctrines  which  Itave  been  adruiced  and 
maintained.  I  am  conscious,  rir,  of  having 
detained  yon  and  the  Senate  much  too  long.  I 
was  drawn  Into  the  debate  with  no  previotie 
deliberation,  sach  as  Is  suited  to  the  dlscus^on 
of  so  grave  and  important  a  snbject.  But  It  is 
a  snbject  of  which  ray  heart  ia  nill,  and  I  have 
not  been  willing  to  suppress  the  ntteranoe  of 
its  spontaneous  sentiments,  I  cannot,  even 
now,  persuade  myself  to  relinqnicji  it,  without 
expressing,  onoe  more^  my  deep  conviction, 
that,  since  it  respects  nothing  less  than  the 
anion  of  the  States,  it  is  of  most  vital  and  es- 
sential importance  to  the  pnblio  happiness.  I 
profess,  sir,  in  my  career,  hitherto,  to  hava 
kept  steadily  in  view  the  prosperity  and  honor 
of  the  whole  country,  and  the  preservation  <rf 
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onr  Federal  Union.    It  is  to  that  Union  we 
owe  onr  ufelf  at  home,  and  our  oonsideratdon 
and  digni^  abroad.    It  ig  to  that  Union  that 
ve  are  obieflj  indebted  for  whatever  makes 
most  proud  of  onr  oonntry.    That  Union  i 
reached  only  by  the  disoipUne  of  onr  virtnes 
the  tevero  aohool  of  advergiC;.    It  had  its  oi 
pn  in  the  neoceeitiee  of  disordered  finance, 

firoetrato  oommeroe,  and  mined  ore^t.  Under 
te  benign  inflnenoa,  these  great  totereits  immfr- 
diatetj  awoke,  as  from  the  dead,  and  aprang 
fbrth  with  newness  of  life.  Every  year  of  its 
duration  has  teemed  with  fresh  proofs  of  ita 
utility  and  ite  bleseingH;  and,  although  onr  ter- 
ritorr  has  stretched  oot  wider  and  wider,  and 
oar  popoladan  spread  fkrther  and  farther,  they 
have  not  ontnm  its  protection  or  its  benefits. 
It  has  b^bn  to  ns  all  a  copions  fonntun  of  na- 
tional aooial,  and  personal  hi^ineas.  I  have 
not  allowed  myael^  ^i  to  look  beytnid  the 
Union,  to  see  what  might  lie  hidden  in  the  dark 
reoesa  behind.  I  have  not  oooUy  w^ghed  the 
ohanoea  of  preserving  fibertr,  when  the  bonds 
that  nnito  os  together  shall  be  broken  aaonder. 
I  have  not  aoeniimned  myself  to  hang  over  the 
precipice  of  dimnion,  to  see  whether,  with  my 
short  sight,  I  can  fathom  the  depth  of  the  abyss 
btAow ;  nor  oonld  I  regard  him  as  a  safe  coon- 
sellor,  in  the  afiaiis  of  this  GoTemmentj  whose 
thoughts  should  be  m^nly  bent  on  oonaiderir- 
not  how  the  Union  shoald  be  beat  preservt 
bat  how  tolerable  might  be  the  condition  (^ 
the  peoplejwhoi  it  shful  be  broken  np  and  de- 
■trojred.  While  the  Union  lasts,  we  have  hi^^ 
exdting^  grati^dng  proepeota  spread  ont  before 
ns,  for  na  and  onr  ohildrea.  Beyond  that,  I 
seek  not  to  penetrate  the  veil.  God  grant 
that,  in  my  day,  at  least,  that  onrtain  may  not 
rise.  God  grant  that,  on  my  vision,  never  may 
be  opened  what  lies  behind.  When  my  eyes 
ehall  be  tamed  to  behold,  for  the  last  time,  the 
snn  in  heaven,  may  I  not  see  him  shining  cm 
file  broken  aud'dishonored  fragments  of  a  once 
glorions  Unioa ;  on  States  dissevered,  diaoord- 
ant,  belligerent:  on  a  land  rent  with  civil 
&ada,  or  drenched.  It  may  be,  in  fraternal 
blood  I  Let  their  last  foeble  and  lingering 
dance,  rathw,  behold  the  gorgeoos  euagn  of 
uie  repaUi&  now  known  and  h^red  throng^- 
oat  the  earth,  still  taH  high  advanced,  its  arms 
■fid  trophiei  streaming  in  their  original  Inatie, 
not  a  stripe  erased  or  poUnted,  nor  a  nngle  star 
obsonred,  bearing  for  its  motto  no  snoh  miser- 
able interrogate^  as.  What  ia  all  this  worth ) 
Kor  those  other  words  of  delnsion  and  folly, 
Liberty  first,  and  Union  aiterwards :  hnt  every- 
where, spread  all  over  in  characters  of  living 
light,  blanng  cm  all  its  ample  folds,  as  they 
float  over  the  tea  and  over  the  land,  and  in 
every  wind  onder  the  whole  heavW,  that 
other  sentiment,  dear  to  eTery  tma  American 
heart— liberty  and  Unkn,  now  and  forever, 
one  and  insqiarable  I 

Hr.  Haibe  said :  The  gentleman  (Ifr.  Wan- 
BTis)  oompluns  of  hia  arguments  having  been 
misnndentood  in  relation  to  oonsoUdation.    He 


thinks  n^  misapprehendon  almost  nuraonlona 
In  treatiDg  his  as  an  argnmeut  in  lavor  of  tho 
"  consolidation  of  the  Government."  Now, 
dr,  what  was  the  point  in  dispute  between  na  1 
I  had  deprecated  me  consolidation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. J  said  not  one  word  agunst  the 
"  consolidation  of  the  Union."  I  went  further, 
and  pointed  ont,  and  deprecated  some  of  the 
means,  by  which  this  consolidation  was  to  he 
bront^t  abont.  The  gentieman  f[eta  up  and 
attac&s  my  argoment  at  evei^  point,  ritUcoles 
onr  fears  aboat  "consolidation,"  and  finally 
reads  a  passage  from  a  letter  of  General  Wash- 
ington's, stating  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
constitution  was  "the  consolidation  of  the 
Union."  Sorely,  (nr,  under  these  drcnm- 
stanoee,  I  was  not  mistaken  in  saying,  tbat  tho 
authority  quoted  did  not  ^tply  to  the  case,  as 
the  point  in  dispute  was  the  "  consolidatioa  of 
the  Government,"  and  not  of  the  "  Union." 
Bn^  dr,  the  gentleman  has  relieved  me  from 
all  embarrasament  on  this  point,  by  going  lollj^ 
into  the  examination  of  the  Yirgiaia  doctrines 
of  '98 ;  and  while  he  denounces  them,  giving 
US  his  own  views  of  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government;  views  which,  in  my  hnuible 
judgment,  stop  nothing  abort  of  the  consolid*- 
ticQ  of  all  power  in  the  bands  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Sir,  when  I  last  touched  on  this 
topic,  I  did  littie  more  than  qnote  the  hi^ 
authorities  on  which  onr  doob^nes  rest ;  bu^ 
sAer  the  elaborate  argument  which  we  have 
Just  beard  from  the  gentleman  from  Ifsasachn- 
aetts,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  can  eoSTer 
them  to  go  to  the  world  nnanswered.  I  entreat 
the  Senate,  therefore,  to  bear  with  me,  while  I 
go  over,  as  briefly  as  poeuble,  the  most  pnani- 
nent  arguments  of  the  gentleman. 

The  proposition  wbicn  I  laid  down,  and  from 
wbioli  the  gentleman  dissesta,  is  tuen  from 
the  Yirginia  reeolutions  of  'S6^  and  is  in  theoe 
words ;  "  that  in  case  of  a  dehlwrate,  palpably 
and  dangerous  exerdse  by  the  Federal  Got- 
cmment  of  powers  not  granted  by  the  oom- 
paot,  (the  constitalion,}  the  Statee  who  are  par- 
ties thereto  have  a  right  to  intArpoee,  for 
arrwting  the  prepress  of  the  evil,  and  for  nudn- 
'rft'n'igt  withm  their  respective  limits,  the 
aulhoritiea.  rights,  and  liberties,  ^>pertaining  to 
them."  Tne  gentleman  insists  that  the  States 
have  no  right  to  dedde  whether  the  conatito- 
tion  has  been  violated  by  acta  of  Congren  w 
it,  bat  that  the  Federal  Government  is  the 
[Qlosive  judge  of  the  extent  of  its  own  pow~ 
ers ;  and  that,  in  case  of  a  viulation  of  the  oon- 
stitution,  however  "deliberate,  palpable,  and 
dangerons,"  a  State  has  no  constitutional  re- 
dress, except  where  the  matter  can  be  brought 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  whose  decison  mnst 
be  final  and  conoloMve  on  the  snbjeot.  Having 
thus  distinotiy  stated  the  points  in  dispnte 
between  the  gentleman  and  myself  I  proceed 
to  exanune  them.  And  here  it  will  be  neoe»- 
sary  to  go  back  to  the  ori|^  of  the  Federal 
Government.  It  cannot  be  doobted,  and  ii 
not  denied,  that,  before  the  formation  of  the 
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MAutitiitioii,  Moh  State  wu  an  independent 
Bovereignty,  po9s«adng  ell  the  rights  and  pow- 
ers i^pertuuing  to  Independent  naUons;  nor 
can  it  be  denied  that,  after  the  oonstitntion  was 
formed,  thej  remiuned  eqoall;  soyereign  and 
independent,  as  to  all  powers  not  ezpresslj 
f  delegated  to  the  Feder&l  Oovemment  This 
TOiud  have  been  the  case,  even  if  no  positii 
proTiaion  to  that  eSM  had  been  inserted  i 
that  inaimment.  Bat  to  remore  all  doabt,  it  l  . 
ezpreBfdr  deokred,  bj  the  tenth  artiola  of  the 
wnendmeDts  of  the  oonatitntdon,  th&t  "the 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  conitltatjoi),  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  Statee,  respectively, 
or  to  the  people,"  The  tme  nature  of  the 
Federal  oonatitntion,  therefore,  is,  (in  the  Ian- 
goage  of  Mr.  Madison,)  "  a  compact  to  which 
the  States  are  parties" — a  compact  by  which 
each  State,  acting  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  other 
Statea,  bj  whlok  they  liave  consented  that 
oertain  designated  povers  shall  be  eierciaed  by 
the  United  States,  in  the  maimer  prescribed  in 
the  instnuiant.  Nothing  can  be  dearer,  than 
tkat,  under  snoh  a  system,  the  Federal  Giovem- 
ment,  ezerdsing  striotlT  delegated  powers,  can 
have  no  right  to  act  beyond  the  pale  of  its 
aothority,  and  that  all  snch  acts  are  void.  A 
State,  on  the  ooatnuy,  retaining  all  powers  not 
expressly  given  away,  may  lawfully  act  in  all 
cases  where  she  hta  not  volontanly  imposed 
restricKons  on  heTsel£  Here,  then,  is  a  case 
of  acompactbetween  sovereigns;  and  the  qnea- 
tion  arises:  What  is  the  remedy  for  a  dear 
▼iolatioo  of  Its  express  tenns  by  one  of  the 
parlies  ?  And  here  the  plain  obvious  dictate  of 
common  sense  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
nnderetanding  of  mankind,  and  the  practice  of 
nations  in  all  analogons  cases ;  "  uiat,  where 
resort  can  be  had  to  no  common  eaperior,  the 
parties  to  the  eompact  most,  themselves,  be  the 
r%htfid  jnd^  whether  the  barw^  has  been 
panned  or  violated."  (Madison's  Report  p.  SO.) 
When  it  is  insisted  by  the  gentJeman  that  one 
of  the  parties  (the  Federal  Goremment)  "  has 
the  power  of  deciding  ultimately  and  oonolu- 
rively  upon  the  extent  of  its  own  authority,"  I 
ask  for  the  grant  of  snoh  a  power.  I  call  upon 
the  gentlemoa  to  show  it  to  me  in  the  oonsbtn- 
tion.  It  is  not  to  be  foimd  there.  If  it  is  to 
be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  oompaot,  I 
■ver  that  not  a  dngle  orgnment  can  be  urged  in 
eopport  of  inch  an  inferenoe,  in  fhvor  of  the 
Federal  Oovemment,  which  woold  not  wply, 
vitti  at  least  equal  foroe,  in  favor  of  a  State. 
All  sovereigns  are  of  necesrity  equal ;  and  aaj 
one  State,  however  small  in  population  or  terri- 
tory, has  the  some  rights  as  the  rest,  just  as  the 
most  insignifleant  n^on  in  Enrope  is  as  much 
eovertigii  as  Franco,  or  BuMia,  or  England. 

The  very  idea  of  a  division  of  power  by 
compact,  is  destroyed  by  a  right  claimed  and 
sxweised  by  mther  to  be  the  exclusive  inter- 
preter of  the  instrament.  Power  is  not  divid- 
ed, where  cme  of  the  parties  can  arbitrarily  | 
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determine  its  limits.  A  oompaot  between  two^ 
with  a  right  reserved  to  one  to  eiponnd  the 
instrument  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  is  no 
oompaot  at  all,  but  an  absolate  Eurrender  of  the 
whole  subject  matter  to  the  arbitrary  discretion 
of  the  party  who  is  constitnted  the  judge. 
This  is  so  obviooa,  that,  in  the  coudnct  of  human 
afiUrs  between  man  and  man,  a  common  supe- 
rior is  always  looked  to  ss  the  expounder  <rf 
contracts.  But  if  there  be  no  common  supe- 
rior, it  results,  from  the  very  nature  of  things^ 
that  the  parties  must  be  their  own  judges. 
This  is  admitted  to  be  the  esse  where  treaties 
are  fbrmed  between  independent  nations ;  and, 
if  the  same  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  federal 
oompaot,  it  must  be  because  the  Federal  is 
superior  to  the  State  Government,  or  because 
the  States  have  surrendered  their  sovereignty. 
Neither  branch  of  this  proposition  can  be  mainr 
tained  for  a  moment.  I  nave  already  shown 
that  sll  sovereigns  most,  as  snch,  be  eqnoL  It 
only  remains  therefore  to  inquire  whether  the 
States  have  surrendered  their  sovereignty,  and 
oonsented  to  redooe  themselves  to  mere  cor- 
poratiocs.  The  whole  form  and  stmcture  of 
the  Federal  Government,  the  opinionE  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  oi^^iza- 
tion  of  the  State  Governments,  d«nonstrate 
that,  though  the  States  have  sorrendered  certain 
specific  powers,  they  have  not  sorrendered  their 
sovereignty.  They  have  each  an  independuit 
Legislature,  Executive,  and  Judiciary,  and  exer- 
dse  jnrisdiotion  over  ibe  Uvea  and  property  of 
tbeir  citicena.  They  have,  it  is  tme,  voloutarily 
restrained  themselves  ih)m  doing  oertain  ao^ 
but,  in  all  other  respects,  they  are  ss  omnipo- 
tent as  any  Independent  nation  whatever. 
Here,  however,  we  are  met  by  the  argument, 
that  the  oonstitoUon  was  not  formed  by  the 
States  in  tlidr  sovereign  capacity,  but  by  the 
■eople ;  and  it  is  therefore  infwred  that  the 
I'ederal  Government  being  created  by  all  the 
people,  most  be  supreme;  and  thongh  it  is  not 
contended  that  the  oonstttation  may  be  rigbt- 
fnlty  violated,  yet  it  is  inmsted  that  fhnn  the 
deoiaon  of  the  Federal  Govemmmt  there  can 
be  no  appeal.  It  ia  obvions  that  this  argument 
rests  on  the  idea  of  State  inferiority.  Con- 
sidering the  Federal  Oovemment  as  one  whole, 
and  the  States  merely  as  oompooent  parts,  it 
follows,  of  course,  that  the  former  is  ss  much 
superior  to  the  latter  as  the  whole  is  to  the 
parts  of  which  it  is  composed.  Instead  of  de- 
riving power  bf  delegation  from  the  States  to 
the  Union,  this  scheme  seems  to  imply  that  the 
individual  States  derive  thdr  power  from  the 
United  States,  Just  as  petty  corporations  nu^r 
exercise  so  muoh  power,  and  no  more,  as  their 
superior  may  permit  them  to  eo^oy.  This  no- 
tion is  entirely  at  variance  with  all  onr  con- 
ceptions of  State  rights,  as  those  rights  were 
understood  bj  Hi.  Uadison  and  others,  at  the 
tune  the  con^tntion  was  framed.  I  deny  that 
the  coustitntion  was  fhtmed  by  the  people  in 
the  sense  in  which  that  word  b  need  on  the 
other  ude,  and  inrist  that  it  was  framed  by  the 
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States  acting  in  thwiorerMgncapatutj.  When, 
In  the  preamble  of  the  oonBtitntioii,  we  find  ^ 
words,  "  we  the  people  of  the  United  States," 
it  is  dear  the:r  out  ^7  relate  to  the  people  as 
dtizens  of  the  eereral  Btatea,  becanse  the  Federal 
GoTemment  was  not  then  in  exiatenoe. 

We  acoordinelr  tsA,  in  eTerj'  part  of  that 
instmment^  that  the  people  are  always  spoken 
of  in  that  sense.  Tboa,  En  the  eeoond  section 
of  Uie  first  srtiole  it  is  declared,  that  "  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentativee  shall  be  oorapoeed  of 
members  chosen  every  seooud  year,  by  the 
people  of  the  sevarsl  Btatea,"  To  show  that 
m  entering  into  this  eompoot,  the  States  act«d 
In  their  Bovereign  oc^auty,  and  not  metiAj  aa 
parte  of  one  great  oommtmity,  what  can  be 
more  ooudosiTe  than  the  historical  &ct  that, 
when  every  State  had  consented  to  it  eicept 
<me,  she  was  not  held  to  be  boond  I  A  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  any  State  bowid  that 
Btale,  bnt  lune-tenths  of  all  the  people  of  the 
Uiuted  Btstes  oonld  not  bind  the  people  of 
Bhode  laland,  until  Bhode  leland,  as  a  State, 
had  oonsented  to  the  compact.  It  cannot  be 
denied  ihat,  at  the  time  the  oooBtitiitioii  was 
framed,  the  people  of  the  United  States  were 
members  of  resnlvl^  organised  OoTemments, 
citiiens  of  inaq>endent  Btatee;  and  nnleas 
these  State  Goremmants  had  been  dissolved,  it 
was  imposnble  that  the  people  ooold  hare 
entered  into  any  oompaot  but  as  citizens  of 
these  States.  Snppose  an  assent  to  the  consti- 
tndon  bad  been  given  by  all  the  people  vithin 
a  certain  district  of  any  State,  tmt  that  the 
State,  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  had  refased  ita 
assent :  wonld  the  people  of  tiiat  district  have 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States  t  Sorely 
not.  It  is  dear,  then,  that  in  adopting  the 
ooDstitation,  the  people  did  not  act,  and  could 
not  have  aote^  in  any  other  character  than  aa 
dtizena  of  their  respective  States.  And  i^  on 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  they  beoame 
dtiMns  of  the  United  Statee,  it  was  only  by 
virtne  of  that  clause  in  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  "  the  citizens  of  eooh  State  shaU 
be  entitled  to  all  privilegee  and  immunities  of 
citizens  io  the  several  States."  In  choosins 
members  to  the  convention,  the  States  acted 
through  their  Legislatures,  by  whose  authority 
the  oonaUtution,  when  framed,  was  submitted 
for  ratification  to  oonventions  of  the  people, 
the  usual  and  most  q)propiiate  organ  oi  the 
sovereign  wiU.  I  am  not  disposed  to  dwell 
longer  on  this  point,  which  does  appear  to  my 
mind  to  be  too  dear  to  admit  of  controversy. 
Bnt  I  will  quote  ihim  Ur,  Madison's  report, 
which  goes  the  whole  length  in  support  of  the 
doctrines  for  which  I  have  oantenoed : 

"The  other  poeddon  involved  In  this  bnnch  of 
the  readntioQ,  nuDGl; :  '  tb>t  the  States  are  parties 
to  the  consUtuUon,  or  compkct,'  is,in  thejadgment 
of  the  crawdttee,  equally  free  from  objection.  It 
is  Indeed  tree,  that  the  term  '  Btatei '  is  Bomedmes 
need  in  a  v^pe  sense,  and  « ometimee  In  different 
senses,  aecot^ng  to  the  sabject  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied.   Thoa,  it  sometimes  menu  the  separate  see- 
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tloos  of  temtory  ooen[ued  by  the  poUtieal  sodeties 
irithin  each ;  sometimes  the  paitlcniar  govemmenta 
established  by  those  aocietiea ;  aometimei  those  ao- 
rielles  as  ornniied  into  those  particnlar  govem- 
menta ;  and,  lastly,  It  means  the  people  composiDg 
those  poUtlMl  sodeUes,  In  Ihdr  highest  soverdgn 
oapacltf.  Although  it  might  be  wished  that  the 
perfection  of  langnagi 


i  might  be  iri 
admitied  of  le 


plieationa.  In  the  preeent  Instance,  whatever  Af- 
ferent coDstrneUom  of  the  term  'States,'  in  the  rea- 
olndon,  may  have  been  entert^ned,  ill  will  at  leoat 
concur  in  that  last  mentioned ;  becanse,  in  that 
sense  the  constitution  was  submitted  to  tba 
'States;'  In  that  sense  tlie  'States' latlSed  it;  and 
In  that  sense  of  the  term  '  States,'  they  are  coiiBe< 


Having  now  established  the  position  that  ths 
oonetitntion  was  a  compact  between  sovereign 
and  independent  States,  having  no  common 
superior,  ^'  it  follows,  of  neceeaity,"  (to  borrow 
the  language  of  Ur.  Madison,)  "  that  there  can 
be  no  tnbnnsl  above  their  authority  to  decide, 
in  the  last  rMort,  whether  the  compact  made 
by  them  be  violated,  and  consequently,  that,  as 
the  parties  to  it,  they  mnst  themselves  decide, 

the  lost  resort,  such  questions  as  may  be  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  require  their  interposi- 
tion." 

Bnt  iha  gentleman  insists  that  the  tribunal 
provided  by  the  constitution  for  the  deduon  of 
contiovereiea  between  the  Statee  and  the  Fede- 
ral Oovenunent,  is  the  Supreme  Oourt.  And 
here  again  I  call  for  the  authority  <m  which 
the  gmtleman  rests  the  assertion,  that  tha 
Supreme  Oourt  has  any  Jurisdiction  whatever 
over  questions  of  soverdgnty  between  the 
Statee  and  the  United  States.  When  we  IooIe 
into  the  constitution  we  do  not  find  it  there.  I 
put  entirdy  out  of  view  any  act  of  OongresB 
on  the  Bnb|ect.  We  are  not  looking  into  the 
laws,  but  tne  constitution. 

It  is  dear  that  questions  of  sovereignty  aro 
not  the  proper  subjects  of  jodidd  invesligatioii. 
They  are  much  too  larg«L  and  of  too  ddicate 
a  nature,  to  be  bronght  within  the  jnrisdiotioa 


of  the  sovereign  power  designed  to  expound 
and  carry  into  effect  ita  eovereign  wiU,  No 
independent  State  ever  yet  submitted  to  a 
Jndge  on  the  bench,  the  true  construction  of 
compact  between  himself  and  another 
sovereign.  All  courts  may  indd^itally  take 
comixuioe  of  treaties,  where  rights  are  ol^med 
under  them ;  but  who  ever  heard  of  a  court 
making  an  inquiry  into  the  authority  of  the 
agents  of  the  lugh  contracting  parties  to  make 
the  treaty — whether  its  terms  had  been  fill- 
filled,  or  whether  it  liad  become  void,  on  ae- 
oouni  of  a  breach  of  its  conditions  on  eiOier 
side  t    All  these  ore  political,  and  not  judicial 

anestions.    Some  relianoe  has  hem  plaoed  <Ht 
lose  proviaiKis  of  1^  oonatitatton  wnioh  oom- 
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Btitate  "  one  Snprame  Oonrt ; "  which  provide 
that  "  the  Jadiolal  poirer  shall  extend  to  all 
caaea  in  law  and  eqoitj  ariaing  nnder  tlda  oonsti- 
tDtioiL  the  lawa  of  the  United  States,  and  trea- 
ties ; "  and  which  declare  tbat  "  this  o(»utitn- 
tion,  and  the  laws  of  Qie  United  States  which 
ah^  be  made  in  paiHoaaoe  thereof,  and  all 
treaties,  km.,  ahall  be  the  sapreme  law  of  the 
land,"  &a.  Now,  as  to  the  name  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  it  is  dear  that  the  t«rm  has  rela- 
tion only  to  its  eupremacjr  over  the  inferior 
coorts  provided  ibr  bj  the  ooustitnUon,  and  has 
no  reference  whatevei"  to  any  anpremaor  over 
the  sovereign  Btatee.  The  words  are.  "The 
Judicial  power  of  the  United  States  snail  be 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt  and  sacb  inferior 
oODrta  as  the  Oongress  may,  mtm  time  to  time, 
ordain  and  eetabliab,"  Ac  thoogh  joriadiction 
is  given  "  in  oaaee  arising  nnder  the  oonstita- 
tioD,"  yet  it  is  eipreaelj  linuted  to  "  oases  in 
law  and  equity,"  showing  oonclosiTely  that 
ttua  jnrisdictiou  was  incidental  merely  to  the 
ordinary  administratioa  of  justice,  and  not 
intended  to  touch  high  questions  of  conflicting 
sovereignty.  When  it  is  declared  that  the  con- 
stitntion,  and  the  laws  of  the  Umted  States 
made  in  pnrsnance  thereof  shtdl  be  the  snpreme 
law  of  the  land,  it  is  manifest  tliat  no  ihdication 
la  given  either  as  to  the  power  of  the  Snpreme 
Oonrt  to  bind  the  States  by  its  deciuon,  nor  as 
to  the  conrse  te  be  porsned  in  the  event  of 
laws  being  passed  not  in  pnrsaance  of  the  con- 
stitution. And  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen's 
attention  to  the  striking  fact,  that  the  powers 
of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt,  in  relation  to  qnestions 
arising  nnder  the  IswB  and  the  constitatioit,  are 
oo-extensive  with  those  arising  nnder  treaties. 
In  all  of  these  cases  the  power  is  limited  to 
questions  ariung  "  in  lav  and  ei^nity,"  ihai.  is 
to  say,  to  cases  where  Jurisdiction  is  incidentally 
acquired  in  the  ordinary  administration  of  jnstioe. 
But,  aswithregardtotreaties,  the  Bopreme  Oonrt 
has  never  assumed  jorisdictioD.  over  qnestions 
arising  betwem  the  sovereigns  who  are  parties  to 


jnristUotloii  over  qoestiona  ariMng  between  the 
L^vidnal  States  and  the  United  States. 

If  they  should  do  so,  they  wonld  be  acting 
entirely  ont  of  their  sphere.  Umpires  are 
indeed  sometimes  appointed  by  special  agree- 
ment, but,  in  the  case  before  ua,  there  can  be 
DO  pretence  that  the  Supreme  Court  have  been 
specially  constituted  umpires.  Bat,  if  tiie  Judi- 
ciary are,  from  their  character  and  the  peculiar 
Boope  of  their  duties,  unfit  for  the  high  oCBce 
of  deciding  qoeetions  of  sovereigntj,  much 
more  strongly  is  the  Supreme  Court  disqualified 
firom  assuming  the  ompiraRe  between  the  States 
and  the  United  Statea:  because  it  is  created 
by,  and  is  indeed  merely  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of,  the  Federal  Government.  The  United 
States  have  a  Snpreme  Oonrt ;  each  State  has 
also  its  Snpreme  Court.  Both  of  them,  in  the 
or^ary  administration  of  Jnstioe,  mast  of 
neceasity  delude  on  the  constitDtioaality  of 
laws ;  bat  when  it  becomes  a  queatioa  of  sot- 


ereignty  between  tiieae  two  independent  Gov- 
emmwta,  the  snbjeot  matter  is  equally  removed 
from  the  Jurisdiction  of  both,  u  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  the  United  States  can  take  oognuuiee 
of  such  a  question,  so  can  the  Snpreme  Ooorta 
of  the  States.  But,  sir,  can  it  be  supposed  for 
a  moment,  that,  when  the  States  proceeded  to 
enter  inte  the  oompaolL  called  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  they  could  have  designed, 
nay,  that  they  coutd,  imder  any  droumstances. 
have  oonsent«d  to  leave  to  a  oonrt  to  be  created 
by  the  Federal  Qoveimnent,  the  power  to 
dedde,  finally,  on  the  extent  of  the  powers 
of  the  latter,  and  tiie  limitations  on  the 
powers  of  the  former!  If  it  had  been  de- 
ngned  to  do  so,  it  wonld  have  been  ao  de- 
clared, and  assuredly  some  provision  would 
have  been  made  to  aeoore,  as  uoinrea,  a 
tribunal  Bomswhat  difibrenHy  constituted  from 
that  wheae  ^propriato  da^  is  the  ordinary 
administration  of  justioe.  Bat  to  prove,  aa 
I  think  conclurively,  that  the  Judioiary  were 
not  deugned  to  act  as  umpires,  it  is  only 
ueoeaBary  to  observe  that,  in  a  great  m^ority 
of  cases,  that  court  could  manifestly  not  take 
Jnrisdiotion  of  the  matters  in  dispute.  When- 
ever it  may  be  designed  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  commit  a  violation  of  the  consUtution, 
it  can  be  done,  and  always  will  be  done,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  deprive  the  court  of  all 
jnrisdiolion  over  the  snl^ecL  Take  the  case 
of  the  tariff  and  intecnal  improvements ;  wheth- 
er ooostitDlional  or  unconstitutional,  it  is  sd- 
mitted  that  the  Snpreme  Court  have  no  Juris- 
diction. Snppose  Congress  should,  for  the  ac- 
knowledged purpose  of  nrVing  an  eqnsl  distri- 
bnlion  of  the  property  of  the  country,  among 
States  or  individuals,  proceed  to  lay  taxes  to 
the  amoimt  of  fifty  tniUions  of  dollars  a  year. 
Could  tlie  Sapreme  Court  take  oogidzance  of 
the  aot  laying  the  tax,  or  making  the  distribu- 
tions t  Certainly,  noft  Take  another  case, 
which  is  very  Ukely  to  occur.  Congress  have ' 
the  unlimited  power  of  tazattott.     Suppose 


itgsounder  the  oonstitutiou  they  cannot  asiune'  them  also  to  assume  an  unlimited  power  of 


^tproprialion.  Appn^riationa  of  money  a 
mode  to  eatablish  pressea,  promote  education, 
build  and  sapport  oharahea,  create  an  order  of 
nobility,  or  any  other  nnoonstitutjonal  object: 
it  is  manifest  ^at,  in  none  of  these  oases,  conld 
the  oonstitutionality  of  the  laws  making  those 
grants  be  tested  before  the  Snpreme  Oonrt.  It 
would  be  In  vain  that  a  State  should  come 
before  the  Judges  with  an  aot  appropriating 
money  to  any  of  these  oljjeots,  and  ask  of  the 


the  court  would  say,  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  and  they  wonld  say  rightly.  It  is 
idle,  therefore,  to  talk  of  the  Sapreme  Oourt 
affording  any  security  to  the  Statea,  in  oases 
where  uieir  rights  m^  be  violated  by  the 
exercise  of  unoonslitutiinkal  powers,  oa  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Goveniment,  On  this  Bub|eet 
Ur.  Madison,  in  his  report,  b^s  :  "  Bot  it  to 
objected,  that  ^t  joduial  aothoiity  ia  to  ba 
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regarded  bb  the  sole  ezporitor  of  the  ooDBtMa- 
Moa  in  the  last  reaort ;  and  it  may  be  aakad,  for 
what  reason  the  declaration  by  the  General 
Assembly,  snppooing  it  to  be  theoretieally 
tme,  conld  be  required  fit  the  present  day,  and 
in  so  solemn  a  manner  t  On  thU  oljectlon  it 
might  be  observed,  first,  that  there  may  be 
Instanoes  of  asorped  pcwer,  which  the  fbmiB 
of  the  oonstitation  vould  never  drair  within 
the  control  of  the  Judicial  Deparbnent :  Sec- 
ondly,  that,  if  the  decision  of  the  Judiciary 
Im  raimd  above  the  aathority  of  the  eorereiKn 
parties  to  the  constitution,  the  decisions  of  t£e 
other  departments,  EOt  carried  by  the  fornie  of 
the  oonatitntion  before  the  Judiciary,  muet  be 

SDolly  Bathoritative  and  final  with  the  deoisions 
that  department  But  the  proper  answer 
to  the  olneotion  is,  that  the  resotution  of  the 
Oenraal  Assembly  relates  to  those  great  and 
extraordinary  oases  in  which  all  the  forms  of 
the  oonstJtuQon  may  prove  ineffectual  agamit 
fnitactioDS  dangerous  to  the  essential  rights  of 
the  parties  to  it.  The  reaolotion  supposes  that 
dangerooa  powers,  not  delegated,  may  not  only 
be  uaun>ed  and  ezeonted  br  the  other  depart- 
ments, bat  that  the  JndioiBl  Department  also 
may  exercise  or  sanction  dangerous  powers  be- 
yond the  grant  of  the  conatitntion.  and  conse- 
quently, that  the  oltimate  right  of  the  parties 
to  the  constitation  to  Judge  whether  the  com- 
pact has  been  dangero^y  violated,  must  extend 
to  violations  by  one  delegated  anthority ,  as  well 
as  by  another — by  the  Jndidary  as  well  as  by 
tike  Executive  or  Legislative. 

"However  tnie,  therefore,  it  may  be,  that 
the  Jodicial  Department  is,  in  all  questions  suV 
initted  to  it  by  the  forms  <rf  the  constitution,  to 
decide  in  the  last  resort:  this  resort  must  necee- 
■arily  be  deemed  the  last  in  relation  to  the 
authorities  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
Government ;  not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  from 
which  the  Judicial  as  well  as  the  other  depart- 
ments hold  their  delegated  trosta.  On  any  other 
hypothesis  the  delwation  of  jodidal  power 
would  annul  the  authority  delegating  it;  and 
the  ooncnrreaoe  of  thia  deparfament  with  the 
others  in  usurped  powers,  mif^t  subvert  for- 
ever, and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  any 
rightful  r^nedy,  the  very  conatitntion  which 
ill  were  instituted  to  preserve," 

If,  then,  the  Supreme  Court  are  not,  and, 
from  their  organization,  cannot,  be  the  nrnpires 
in  questions  of  ocmflicting  sovereignty,  the  next 
point  to  be  considered  is,  whether  Oongrees 
themselves  possess  the  right  of  deciding  con- 
dusLvely  on  the  extent  of  their  own  powers. 
This  I  know  is  a  popular  notion,  and  it  is 
founded  on  the  idea  that,  as  all  the  States  are 
represented  here,  nothing  can .  prevail  which  is 
not  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority; and  it  is  sapposed  to  be  &  republicsn 
maxim  "  that  the  m^ority  must  govern." 
Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  mncb  care  has  been 
taken  to  secore  the  States  and  the  peoide  ttom 
rash  and  unadvised  le^palation.    The  organizo- 


of  the  States,  and  the  other  of  the  people^ 
manifest  an  anxiety  to  secure  eqnality  and  jus- 
tice in  the  operation  of  the  Inderal  system. 
But  all  this  has  done  no  more  than  to  secure  as 
against  any  laws  but  such  as  shonld  be  asseutad 
to  by  a  minority  of  the  Representatives  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congreea. 

Now  will  any  one  contend  that  It  is  the  tme 
spirit  of  this  Ooveminent  that  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority of  Oongrese  should,  in  aU  cases,  be  the  sn- 
preme  law  t    If  no  seonri^  was  intended  to  be 

Erovided  for  the  rights  of  the  Btates,  and  t^ 
berty  of  the  citizen,  beyond  the  mere  oi^^ani- 
zation  of  the  Federal  Government,  we  should 
have  had  no  written  constitution,  bnt  Oongrosa 
would  have  been  authorized  to  legislate  for  us, 
in  all  oases  whatever ;  and  the  acts  of  our  8tata 
Le^Blatnrea.  like  those  of  the  present  l^islo- 
tiTe  councils  in  the  Territories,  would  have 
been  subjected  to  the  revision  and  contiol  of 
Oongrees.  If  the  will  of  a  m^oritr'  of  Con- 
gress is  to  be  the  siipreme  law  of  the  land,  it 
IS  clear  the  ooustitation  is  a  dead  letter,  and  has 
utterly  failed  of  the  very  object  for  which  it 
was  defflgned — the  protectiou  of  the  rights  of 
the  minority.  Bnt  when,  by  the  very  terms 
of  the  oompsot,  strict  limitations  are  imposed 
on  every  branch  of  the  Federal  Oovemment. 
and  it  is,  moreover,  expressly  declared  that  aU 
powers,  not  granted  to  them,  "  are  reserved  to 
the  Bt^»s  or  to  the  people,"  with  what  show 
of  reason  can  it  be  cont^ided  that  the  Fed«a«] 
Government  is  to  be  the  exclusive  Jndge  of  die 
extent  of  its  own  powers  t  A  written  constitu- 
tion was  resorted  to  in  thb  country,  as  a  great 
experiment,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
how  tst  the  rights  of  a  minority  oonld  be  se- 
cured Bgalnat  the  encroachments  of  m^oritin 
— often  acting  under  party  excitement  and  not 
unfirequentiy  nnder  the  infinence  of  strong 
interests.  The  moment  that  constitution  waa 
formed,  the  will  of  a  m^ority  oeased  to  be  the 
law  ts^aegi,  in  cases  that  should  be  acknowl- 
edged by  the  parties  to  it  to  be  within  the  oou- 
stitation, and  to  have  been  thereby  submittod 
to  thur  wIU.  But  wh«i  Ocmgress  (exercising 
a  delegated  and  strictiy  limited  authority)  pass 
beyond  theee  limits,  th^  acts  become  nidi  and 
void,  and  must  be  declared  to  be  so  I7  the 
courts  in  cases  within  th^  juiisdiotion ;  and 
may  be  pronounced  to  be  so  by  the  States  than- 
selves,  in  cases  not  within  tiie  jnrisdiotion  tit 
the  oonrtSj  or  of  soffldent  importance  to  Justify 
such  an  mterferenoe.  I  will  put  the  case 
strongly.  Suppose,  in  the  language  of  Ur, 
Jefferson,  the  Federal  Oovemment,  in  its  three 


oolleagnes,  the  State  authorities,  of  the  powers 
reserved  by  them,  and  to  exerdse  themselves 
all  powers,  forei^  and  domestic,"  would  there 
be  no  constitutional  remedy  ag^nst  snch  a 
nsnrpationt  If  so,  then  Oongrcas  is  supreme 
and  your  constitution  is  not  worth  the  parch- 
ment on  which  it  is  written.    That  the  gentle- 
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man  oaUn  the  ri|^t  of  revolation  would  exist, 
and  conld  be  ezart«d  aa  w^  withont  a  owuti- 
totioii  as  with  it. 

It  is  in  vain  to  tell  na  that  all  the  Btates  are 
represented  here.  Bepreseatalioiiiiwr,  orma^ 
not,  afibrd  aeooritj  to  the  people.  The  onlf 
praotioal  aeonritf  agai&st  oppreauon,  in  rvpn- 
lentatiTe  GoTemmenta,  is  to  be  found  in  thi^ 
that  thoee  who  impose  the  barthena  are  com- 
pelled to  ahare  them.  Where  there  are  oonfliot- 
ing  uiterests,  however,  and  a  mt^ority  are 
wabted  to  impoae  bmtbena  on  the  minority, 
for  their  own  advantage,  it  is  obvious  that 
repreaentatioa,  on  the  part  of  that  minority, 
ean  have  do  other  e&ot,  than  to  "  Ainiiah  an 
apologf  for  the  ii^ualjoe."  What  aeonri^ 
iroola  a  represenlauon  of  the  American  colo- 
nies in  the  British  Parliament  have  afforded  to 
001  aoeeetorst  What  woold  be  the  value  of  a 
Weat  Indiarepreeentation  there  now  t  Of  what 
Taloe  Is  oar  i^)re«entation  hwe,  on  qneetioas 
oonneeted  with  the"  AmerioanBTstem,"  where 
(to  use  the  strtmg  langnage  of  a  distioffoished 
statesman)  the  "impootion  is  laid,  not  b;  the 
Bepresenlatives  of  those  who  pay  the  uik,  bat 
b;  the  Bepresentativas  of  those  who  are  to 
reoeive  the  boon^ } "  Sir,  rspresentation  will 
a&rd  09  ample  seonrity,  if  the  Federal  Qovern- 
sunt  shall  be  striotly  ooDfioed  within  the  limits 

firesoribed  bj  the  oonstitntion,  and  if,  limiting 
ts  action  to  mattws  in  which  all  have  a  com- 
mon interest,  tiie  qjstam  shall  be  made  to  o^ 
erate  eqnaUj  over  the  whole  coantrj.  Bat  it 
will  afford  as  none  if  the  will  of  an  intoreeted 
majtwUf  shall  be  the  aapreme  law,  and  Oon- 
grees  ahall  undertake  to  l^islate  for  ns  in  all 
easea  whataoever.  Before  Ileave  this  branob 
of  the  salnect,  I  most  remark,  that,  while  gen- 
tlemen admit,  as  they  do,  that  Hie  oonrts  may 
nullify  an  aot  of  OoDgreaej  bj  deolailDg  it  to  be 
nnconstitational,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
flcmtead  that  Oongreea  are  the  final  Judges  of 
the  extent  of  their  own  powers. 
■  I  think  I  have  now  shown  that  the  right  of 
4rfaBtete  to  jodgeof  infraotious  of  the  oonsti- 
tntion, on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Qovernmenl^ 
nsidta  from  the  very  natore  of  the  oom^t : 
and  that,  naiUier  hj  the  ezpreaa  proviatms 
of  that  instntment^  nor  >yj  toy  Mr  iraplioaUon, 
Sa  snob  a  power  reserved  to  the  Pederal  Govern' 


legialativet  or  jadioial.  Bat  J  go  farther,  and 
oontend  that  the  power  in  qneetion  mi^  be  fiir- 
I7  oonKdeced  as  reserved  to  the  States,  by  that 
alaiue  <^  the  eoiutitDllon  before  referred  to, 
whioh  provides  that  all  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  Slates,  are  reserved  to  the  Btotea, 
xeapecUvely,  or  to  the  people. 

He  doabt  can  exlat,  tut,  before  the  States 
•ntered  into  the  onnpaat,  they  posaeaaed  the 
right,  to  the  fnllest  extent^  of  determiniog  the 
limita  of  thmr  own  powere — it  ia  incident  to  all 
•overeignty.  Now,  have  they  ^ven  away  that 
ri^t,  or  agreed  to  linut  or  restrict  it  in  any 
raspeott  Assmredly  not  They  have  agreed 
that  oert^n  spedfio  powers  shall  be  exercised 


goversment  stops  beyond  the  limits  of  its 
ohaitor,  the  ria^t  of  the  States  "to  interpose 
for  arresting  the  prtwresa  of  the  evil,  and  for 
m^ntmning,  vrithln  thdr  respective  limits,  the 
anthoritiee,  righta,  and  liberUea,  appert^ing  to 
them,"  is  aa  fnll  and  oompleto  aa  it  was  before 
the  oonstitntion  was  formed.  It  was  plenary 
then,  and  never  having  been  smrendered,  mnst 
beplenaiynow.  Batwhsttheu,  asks  the  gentle- 
man t  A  Btote  is  brought  into  ooUiNon  with  tha 
UoitedStates  in  relatton  to  the  cxeroise  of  oncon- 
stitatjonal  ^wers:  who  is  to  deoide  between 
themi  Sir,  it  is  the  oommNioaae  of  difference  of 
opinion  between  soverdgns  aa  to  the  true  oon- 
Btraotion  of  a  compact  Does  saoh  a  differenoe 
of  (pinion  neoeesarily  prodooe  war )  No.  And 
if  not  among  rival  natitms,  why  ahonld  it  do  so 
among  friendly  Stalest  In  all  snob  oaaea,  some 
mode  mnst  be  devised  by  mntoal  agreuneot,  for 
settling  the  diffionlty ;  and  most  happily  for  na 
that  mode  la  dearly  indicated  in  the  conaUtn- 
tion  itself,  and  reanlte,  indeed,  from  the  very 
form  and  stmotnre  of  the  Government.  The 
creating  power  is  three-fomihs  of  the  Btatea. 
By  their  deciraon,  the  partiee  to  the  compact 
have  agreed  to  be  bound,  even  to  the  ertent 
of  ohanffln^  the  entire  form  of  tite  Oovemment 
itself;  and  it  fdlowa,  of  necessity,  that,  in  case 
of  a  deliberate  and  setUed  difference  ot  opinion 
between  the  parties  to  the  compaot,  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  powers  of  tither,  reatnt  u 
had  to  thdr  oonunon  snperiop  '" 
which  may  give  any  character  t 


taken  by  Mr.  JeS^non  himself  who,  in  li 
enressed  himself  in  this  emphatic  manner: 
"  It  is  a  btal  here^  to  enppose  that  rither  onr 
Stato  Oovenunents  are  superior  to  the  Federal 
or  the  Federal  to  the  Stato ;  neither  ia  anthor- 
ized  literally  to  decide  what  belongs  to  itself^ 
or  Its  00-partner  in  Government,  in  difference 
of  opinitm  between  their  different  sets  of  pnblio 
servants  {  the  ^peal  ia  to  neither,  bnt  to  their 
employers,  peaceably  assembled  by  Qidr  repr&- 
tantotiTM  in  convention." 

But  it  has  been  asked,  why  not  compel  a 
State,  objecting  to  the  oonatdtntionality  of  a 
law,  to  appeal  to  her  mater  States,  by  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  tiie  oonstitntion  t  I  answer, 
beoanse  anch  a  oonrse  wonld,  in  the  first  io- 
atanoe,  admit  the  exerdse  of  an  nnocmatitotional 
anthority,  which  the  States  ere  not  bound  to 
submit  to,  even  for  a  day,  and  because  it  wonld 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  redress  ooold  ever 
be  obtsined  by  snch  an  wpeal,  even  if  a  Stato 
were  at  liberty  to  make  It. .  If  a  m^ority  of 
both  Houses  of  Oonsreoa  should,  th>m  any  mo- 
tive, be  huhiced,  deliberately,  to  exercise  "pow- 
ers not  granted/'  what  proqieot  wonld  there  be 
of  "  arresting  the  progreet  of  the  evil,"  by  a 
vote  of  three-fonruisT  Bat  the  constitution 
does  not  permit  a  mincRily  to  submit  to  tiie 
people  a  ^npcdtioD  for  an  amendment  to  the 
coDstitotum.    SoohapropositioaoanMilyootM 
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from  "  two-thirda  of  Qie  two  Houses  of  Oon- 
irreaB,  or  the  Legidatores  of  two-thirda  of  the 
States."  It  will  be  Men,  tiierefore,  at  onoe, 
that  a  m{oorit7,  wboae  ooDstitotlonal  rights  are 
violated,  oan  have  no  redrese  bj  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  oooetjtotfon.  When  any  State  is 
bronght  into  direct  oolliBioo.  with  the  Federal 
OoTemcaent,  in  ease  of  an  attempt,  b;  the  lat- 
ter, to  exerdse  nnoongtitatioiial  powers,  the  ^>- 
peal  must  be  made  bj  OongreM,  (the  party 
propodng  to  exert  the  dupnted  power,)  in  order 
to  have  it  eipreasly  conferred,  and,  until  so 
conferred,  the  ezeroise  of  snch  anthoritj  must 
bo  anspended.  Sven  in  cases  of  donbt  sneh  an 
appeal  is  dne  to  the  peace  and  hatmouj  of  tlie 
Goyeromeot.  On  Qih  snl^ect  onr  present  Ohief 
Magistrate,  in  bis  opening  message  to  Oongress, 
Bays:  "I  regard  an  appeal  to  the  sonroe  of 
power,  in  oases  of  red  donbt,  and  where  it« 
eierdse  is  deemed  indLspansable  to  the  general 
welfare,  as  among  the  most  eacred  of  all  onr 
obligations.  Upon  this  oonntry,  more  than  an; 
other,  has,  in  the  providenoe  of  God,  been  oast 
the  oBpeciat  gnardianahip  of  the  great  prinoiple 
of  adherence  to  written  const!  tntions.  If  it  M 
here,  all  hope  in  regard  to  it  will  be  eztingnished. 
That  this  was  intended  to  be  a  OoTcmment  of 
limited  and  speoifio,  and  not  general  powers, 
mnat  be  admitted  by  all ;  and  it  is  onr  doty  to 
preserve  for  it  the  oharact«r  intended  by  its 
framers.  The  scheme  has  worked  well.  It  has 
exceeded  the  hopes  of  those  who  devised  it, 
and  become  an  objeot  of  admiration  to  tbe 
world.  Nothing  is  clearer,  in  my  view,  tlian 
that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  anooeag  of 
the  constitntion  onder  which  we  are  now  act- 
ing, to  the  watohfnl  and  aoxiliary  operation  of 
the  State  anUioritiee.  This  is  not  the  refleodon 
of  a  day,  bnt  belooga  to  the  most  deeply  rooted 
convictions  of  my  mind.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
too  strongly  or  too  earnestly,  for  my  own  sense 
of  its  importance,  warn  yon  agamst  all  en- 
croachments upon  the  leptimate  sphere  of  State 
sovereignty.  Snstained  by  its  healthfol  and 
invigorating  inflnence,  the  Federal  iystem  can 
never  M." 

Bnt  the  gentleman  apprehends  that  this  will 
"make  the  Union  a  rope  of  sand."  Sir,  I  have 
shown  that  it  is  a  power  indispensably  neoee- 


proceed  to  show  tltat  it  is  perfectly  safe,  and  will 
practJcoUy  have  no  effect  bnt  to  keep  the  Feder- 
al Government  within  the  limits  of  the  consUtn- 
tiOQ,  and  prevent  those  unwarrantable  aasnmp- 
tions  of  power,  which  cannot  fail  to  imptdr  t^e 
rights  of  the  States,  and  Anally  destroy  tlie 
UnioQ  itself.  This  is  a  Government  of  dieoks 
and  balances.  All  tree  Governments  must  be 
so.  The  whole  organization  and  regnlaldon  of 
every  department  of  the  Federal  as  well  as  of 
the  State  Governments,  establish,  beyond  a 
donbt,  that  it  waa  the  first  otjeot  of  the  fpeat 
fothers  of  onr  Federal  system  to  interpose  ^eot- 
nal  checks  to  prevent  that  over-action,  -which 
is  the  besetting  sin  of  all  Governments,  and 
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which  has  been  the  great  enemy  to  freedmi 
over  all  the  world.  There  is  an  obvious  and 
wide  dislinotion  between  the  power  of  acting; 
and  of  preventing  action — a  distdnction  numing 
throng^  the  whole  of  onr  system.  No  one  oan 
qneetion  that,  in  all  really  donbtfiil  oases,  It 
wottld  be  extremely  dedrable  to  leave  things  as 
they  are.  And  how  happy  wonld  it  be  fiir 
mankind,  and  how  greaUv  wonld  it  oontrihata 
to  the  peaoe  and  tranqnilUtj  of  this  oonntry, 
and  to  that  mntnal  harmony  oti  which  the  preeev- 
vation  of  ib»  Union  most  depend,  that  the  Fed* 
eral  Government  (oonflning  its  (m««tioDa  to 
sabjeots  clearly  federal)  should  onfy  be  felt  in 
the  Uesainp  whkh  it  dinensM.  Look,  or,  at 
onr  ayatem  of  checks.  The  Honse  ol  S«^t^ 
■entativea  oheoke  the  Senate,  the  Senate  checks 
the  Honae,  the  ExecatiTe  cheeks  both,  the  Jo- 
dioiaiy  checks  the  whole ;  and  it  is  in  the 
tme  spirit  of  this  system,  that  the  States  dionld 
check  the  Federal  Government,  at  least  so  far 
as  to  preserve  tbe  constitntion  from  "grosa^ 
palpable,  and  deliberate  viotationa,"  and  to 
oompel  an  appeal  to  the  amending  power,  in 
oases  of  real  doubt  and  difficolty.  That  the 
States  poweee  this  right  seems  to  be  acknowl- 
edged by  Alexander  Hamilton  hfanselt  In  tha 
Slat  number  of  ttie  Federalist  he  say^"  tiiat^  in  a 
abj^  repnbtio,  all  the  powers  snrreziAsred  by  the 
people  are  sabmitted  to  the  adminiatration  of  a 
dn^e  govemmoit,  and  nsnipstions  are  guarded 
agamst  by  a  division  of  tiie  government  into 
separate  departmenta.  In  the  compound  re- 
public of  America,  tbe  power  sorrendered  by 
the  people  fs  first  divided  between  two  diatinct 
governments,  and  then  tbe  portion  allotted  to 
eocli,  snbdtvided  into  separate  departmenla; 
hence  a  donble  security  arisee  to  the  rights  of 
the  people.  The  different  governments  wUI 
control  each  other,  at  the  same  time  eaoh  inQ 
be  oontrolled  by  itself" 

I  have  already  shown,  that  It  has  been  fUly 
recognized  by  the  Virginia  reeolutions  of  '98, 
and  by  Mr.  Madison's  report  on  these  reooln- 
tionsj  that  it  la  not  only  "  the  ri^t  bnt  tbe 
duly  of  the  States"  to  "judge  of  infraotiouB  Dt 
&.«  conatitution,"  and  "to  interpose  for  main- 
taining, within  their  limita,  the  onthoritie^ 
rights,  and  Ubertjes,  ^n>ertuning  to  them." 

Mr.  Jefferson,  on  vanons  occasions,  expreased 
himself  in  language  eqoally  strong,  la  the 
Kentucky  resolutions,  of  '99,  prepared  by  him, 
it  is  declared  that  the  Federal  Government 
"  was  not  made  the  eidiudve  and  final  Jad|^  of 
the  extent  of  tiie  powers  delegated  to  itself^  ainoft 
that  would  have  made  its  diacretion,  and  not 
the  oonstitntion,  the  measure  of  its  powers; 
but  that;  as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact  among 

Kties  having  no  common  Jodge,  each  party 
an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itaelf  as  well  of 
infractions  as  the  mode  and  measure  of  re- 
dress." 

In  the  Eentao^  resolutions  of  'S6,  it  is  even 
more  explidtly  declared,  "  that  the  several 
States  which  formed  the  constitntion,  beoiv 
sovereign  and  independent,  have  the  nnqno^ 
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tionable  rigbt  to  Judge  of  ite  infraotioDa,  and 
that  A  DnUifioation  Dy  those  BovereigotiM  of  all 
iuiaiitlioiiE«d  aols  done  under  color  of  that  in- 
■trnment,  ia  the  ri^tfiil  ranedy." 

Bat  the  gentlenuui  u^  thu  risbt  will  be 
daogerona.  Sir,  I  inaiat,  tha^  of  all  the  oheo^ 
Uiat  have  been  providM  bj  the  oonatitatioii, 
tliia  ia  b;  for  the  aafeet,  and  the  least  liable  to 
abnae.  It  is  admitted  by  the  gentleman,  that 
the  Supreme  Court  maj  declare  a  law  to  be 
oncoiutitDtioiial  and  oheok  t-oot  forthw  pn^- 
reas.  Now,  the  Supreme  Oonrt  oooaiata  of 
only  teven  Jndg^ ;  four  are  a  qnortun,  three  of 
whom  are  a  m»orit7,  and  may  exerdae  thi« 
mighty  power.  Now,  the  Jndgea  of  this  oonrt 
are  withoat  any  direct  reaponribilitj,  in  matters 
of  opinion,  and  may  certainly  be  governed  by 
■ny  c£  the  motives  whloh  it  is  anp^wed  will  in- 
floence  a  State  in  oppodng  the  acta  of  the  Fed- 
wal  Goremment.  8i^  it  u  not  my  desire  to  ex- 
dte  prejodioe  awnat  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  I  not 
only  enterUUn  the  hl|^est  respect  for  the  in^- 
tridnala  who  oompoee  that  tribmia],  bnt  I  believe 
ttiey  have  rendered  important  eervicea  to  the 
oonntry ;  and  that,  confined  within  their  appro- 
priate iphere,  (the  deoiaian  of  qaeations  "of 
law  and  eqnity,  )  they  will  constitute  a  foontain 
iSram  which  will  forever  flow  the  atreama  of 
pnre  and  nndefiled  justice,  dlffiisiog  bleaiangB 
thronghont  the  land,  I  object,  onlv,  to  the  as- 
nimption  of  political  power,  by  the  Supreme 
Oonrt — a  power  which  belongs  not  to  them, 
and  which  they  cannot  safely  exerotBe.  But, 
nirely,  a  power  which  the  gentieman  is  willing 
to  o(Hifide  to  three  judges  ofthe  Snpreme  Oonit, 
may  saftly  be  intmated  to  a  sovweign  State. 
Kr,  ^lere  are  so  many  powerfbl  motives  to  re- 
strain a  State  from  taking  moh  high  ground  as 
to  interpOM  her  lovereign  power  to  protect  her 
eilixens  from  nnconstitntionat  laws,  that  the 
danger  is  not  that  tliia  power  will  be  wantonly 
exerdaed,  bnt  that  the  will  fiul  to  exert  it,  even 
tm  proper  oooaalonB. 

A  State  will  be  restrained  by  a  rinoere  love 
of  the  Union.  The  people  of  the  Cnited  States 
eheriah  a  devotion  to  the  Union,  so  pnre,  so 
ardent,  that  nothing  short  of  intolerable  op- 
pression can  ever  tempt  them  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  posriblyondangeriL  Sir,  there  exMs, 
nuM'eover,  a  deep  and  settled  oonnoUon  of  the 
benefits  which  tmoU  from  a  close  oonneoU<»  of 
all  the  States ftvpnrposes  of  mntnal  protection 
and  de&nee.  nis  wHl  txt-ap^nte  with  the 
ftdinga  of  paMotiam  to  hidnce  a  State  to  avoid 
any  measures  oalcnlated  to  endanger  that  con- 
nection. A  State  vrill  always  Ibel  tiie  neoesaity 
ot  oonsnlting  publio  opinion,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  be<M«  she  resorts  to  any  measurea  of 
snoh  a  character.  She  will  know  that,  if  she 
aota  rashly,  she  will  be  abandoned  even  by  her 
own  dtizens,  and  will  utterly  fail  In  the  oi^wst 
she  has  in  view.  I(  as  is  asserted  in  the  Deda- 
nttenoflndependeoo^  all  experience  has  proved 
that  manUnd  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
evUi  are  eoffbrable,  than  to  resort  to  meosares 
tar  redress  why  ahoold  tjiia  ease  be  an  ezoep- 


'  Hon,  where  so  many  additional  motives  must 
always  be  found  for  forbearuioef  Look  at  our 
own  experience  on  thia  subject  Yirginia  and 
Kentucky,  so  for  back  as  '98,  avowed  the  prin- 
dples  for  which  I  have  been  contending — prin- 
ciples which  have  never  since  b«en  ab^doned ; 
and  no  instance  has  yet  oocnrred  in  which  it 
has  been  found  necessary,  practically,  to  exert 
the  power  asserted  in  those  resolutions. 

If  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  had  not  been 
yielded  to  the  force  of  .poblio  opinion,  there 
oan  be  no  donbt  that  the  State  of  Vij«inia 
would  have  interposed  to  protect  her  d&ens 
from  its  operation.  And,  if  the  apprehension 
of  such  an  interpontion  by  a  State  should  have 
the  effect  of  restraining  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment  from  acting,  except  in  cases  dearly  with" 
in  the  limits  of  their  authority,  surely  no  one 
can  doubt  the  beneficial  operation  of  such  a  re- 
straining inflaendb.  Mr.  Jefferson  assures  ua 
that  the  embargo  was  actually  yielded  up, 
rather  than  force  New  England  into  open  op- 
position to  it.  And.  it  was  ri^t  to  yield  it,  su-, 
to  the  honest  convictions  of  its  unconstitation- 
ality  entert^ed  by  so  large  a  portion  of  our 
fellow-dtiaens.  If  the  knowledge  that  the 
States  possess  the  oonstitntionol  ri^bt  to  inter- 
pose, in  the  event  of  "gross,  dehberat&  and 
palpable  violations  of  the  oonmtntion,"  should 
operate  to  prevent  a  perseverance  in  such  vio- 
lations, surely  the  effect  would  be  greatly  to  be 
desired.  Bnt  there  is  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  matter  presents  itself  to  my  mind 
with  irreMstible  force.  The  Supreme  Court,  it 
Is  admitted,  may  nullify  an  act  of  Oongreas,  by 
dedarina  it  to  be  unconstitutional.  Can  Oon< 
Ktess,  after  such  a  nulMoation,  proceed  to  en- 
force the  law,  even  if  they  should  differ  in 
opinion  from  the  Ooort  ?  What,  then,  would 
be  the  effect  of  such  a  deddon !  And  what 
would  be  the  remedy  in  eneh  a  oaae)  Oon- 
gress  would  be  arrested  in  the  exerdse  of  the 
oiapnted  power,  and  the  only  r^nedy  wonld  be 
an  appeal  to  the  creating  power,  tiu'ee-fonrths 
of  the  States,  for  an  amendment  of  the  consti' 
tntion.  And  by  whom  must  such  an  appeal  be 
madet  It  must  be  made  by  the  par^  pro- 
posing to  exercise  the  disputed  power.  Now 
I  will  ask  whether  a  sovereign  State  may  not 
be  safely  intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  a 
power,  operating  merely  as  a  check,  which  is 
admitted  to  belong  to  Uie  Snpreme  Court,  and 
which  may  be  exercised  every  day,  by  any 
three  of  its  members  f  Sir,  no  ideaa  that  oan 
be  formed  of  arbitrary  power  on  the  one  hand, 
and  street  dependence  on  the  other,  can  be  car- 
ried further  than  to  suppose  that  three  indi- 
viduals, mere  men,  "subject  to  like  passions 
with  ourselves,"  may  be  safely  intrusted  with 
the  power  to  nullify  an  act  of  Congress,  because 
they  conceive  it  to  be  nnoonstitational ;  bnt 
that  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  even 
the  great  State  of  New  York,  ia  bonnd,  im- 
pliciUy,  to  submit  to  its  operation,  even  where 
It  violates,  in  the  grossest  manner,  her  own 
rights,  or  the  liberties  of  her  dtizens.    But  we 
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do  not  oontend  that  a  oomiD<»i  case  would  Jns- 
tifrthe  iDtwpodtjoiL 

This  i»  "  the  exb«m6  meditnne  of  the  Btat«,' 
and  cannot  beoome  our  d^j  toead. 

Hr.  Uadiaon,  in  his  report,  sajB : 

"  It  does  not  foUov,  boweTer,  th&t,  beciooa  thi. 
Sutss,  u  Boveralgn  p&rtlei  to  their  conititutioDal 
compact,  must  nltimatelT  decide  whetber  it  hu  l>eeu 
riolkted ;  that  iDch  B  decision  anght  to  be  later- 
posed  either  in  ■  hu^  muiner,  of  on  doubttU  and 
inferior  oocisions.  Eren  in  tiie  mae  of  ordinuy 
eoDTenUons,  between  (UArent  nations,  where,  tij 
the  strict  rule  of  interpratadon,  a  breach  of  a  part 
may  t>e  deemed  a  breach  of  the  whole ;  everj  part 
lieiiig  deemed  a  condition  of  efei;  otlter  part,  and 
of  the  whole,  it  is  always  laid  down,  that  the  breach 
must  tM  both  wilful  and  material,  to  Jnstifr  an  ap- 
plication of  the  rule.  But  In  the  case  of  an  mtimate 
and  conatitatioiial  Union,  like  that  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  evident  that  the  ipterpositioa  of  the 
parties,  iu  their  Boverelgn  capacity,  can  be  called 
for  by  occa^ons,  only,  deeply  and  essentially  affect- 
ine  the  vital  principleB  of  th^  political  syatemB." 

"  The  resolution  ha*,  accordingly,  guarded  uainit 
an^  misapprehoidon  of  it*  ottJect,  by  eipreesly  re- 
(}iurinf,  R»  todi  an  interposition,  'the  case  of  ade- 
hberate,  payable,  and  dangerou  breach  of  the  oon- 
•titatioD,  by  the  eierdw  of  powera  not  granted  by 
It.'  It  must  be  a  oase,  not  of  a  light  aod  transieii ' 
nature,  but  of  a  nature  dangerous  to  the  great  pui 
poae*  for  whit^  the  constitution  was  establithed. 
It  must  be  a  case,  moreoTcr,  not  obscure  or  doubt- 
ful in  its  construction,  but  plua  and  palpable. 
Lastly,  it  must  be  a  case,  not  resulting  from  a  par- 
tial coD«lderatlon,  or  hasty  determination, but  a  case 
stamped  with  a  final  consideration  and  deliberate 
adherence.  It  is  not  neeeasary,  because  the  resolu- 
tion does  not  require  that  the  quesdon  should  be 
dltouised  how  &r  the  eierdae  of  any  particular 
power,  nngranted  by  the  constitution,  would  justify 
the  inlerponUon  of  the  parties  to  it ;  as  casea  mi^t 
ea^ybe  stated  whlob  none  would  contend  oo^t  lo 
fall  within  that  description,  and  cases,  ou  the  other 
hand,  might,  with  equal  eaae,  ba  stated,  so  flagrant 
and  so  fatal,  as  to  anile  erery  oj^on  in  placing 
them  withia  the  description." 

"  But  the  resolution  has  done  more  than  guard 
against  mlsconatrucdoD,  by  eipresdy  referring  to 
cases  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  na- 
ture. It  specifies  the  object  of  the  interposltioa 
which  it  coutemplateB,  to  be,  solely,  that  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil  of  agurpation,  and  of  m^n- 
taining  the  anthorities,  rights,  and  liberties,  apper< 
taining  to  the  States,  as  parties  to  the  constituUon." 

No  one  can  read  this  withont  perceiving 
that  Ur.  Madison  goes  the  irhola  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  prinoiplee  for  which  I  nav«  beoi 
contending. 

The  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  to  carry 
out  our  eohema  praotioally.  Now,  sir,  if  I  am 
correct  in  my  view  of  this  inatt«r,  then  it  fol- 
lows, of  conrae,  that  the  right  of  a  State  being 
ostablished,  the  Foderal  Govemmont  ia  bound 
to  aoqQiesoe  in  a  solemn  deciaon  of  a  State, 
acting  in  ita  sovereign  oi^iacity,  at  least  so  far 
aa  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  an 
amendment  to  the  constitation.  Tnis  solenm 
'     1  of  a  State  (made  either  through  its 


Legitdatore,  or  a  oonventicoi,  as  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  the  proper  organ  of  its  aovereiga 
will — a  point  I  do  not  propose  now  to  diaciiM) 
bbds  the  Foderal  Government,  onder  tiie  hij^- 
ert  constitntional  obligatioD,  not  to  resort  to 
any  means  of  ooerdon  against  the  dtineaa  c^ 
tho  diMenting  State.  How,  ^v\  can  any  col- 
lision enane  between  the  Federal  and  State 
GovemmeDta,  unleaa,  indeed,  tiie  fmmer  ahoiiU 
determine  to  enforce  the  law  by  nnocnatitii- 
tional  means  t  What  oonld  the  Federal  Got- 
emment  do,  in  nioh  a  oaaet  Resort,  eaya  the 
gentleman,  to  the  courts  of  jnatioe.  Now,  obb 
any  man  believe,  that,  in  the  &ae  of  a  eolenm 
dei»Bion  of  a  State,  that  an  act  of  Oongreaa  it 
"  a  groM,  palpable,  and  deliberate  violUion  c^ 
the  oonstitotJon,"  and  the  iaterpodlirai  of  iti 
sovereign  anthori^  to  protect  ite  dtimns  firvm 
the  nsi^pation,  that  Innaa  oonld  be  fbtmd  ready 
merely  to  register  toe  decrees  of  the  OoogreM^ 
wholly  rwardlefls  of  the  nnomalatBtioiial  idiar- 
acter  of  th«r  acta  t  Will  the  gentleman  ooi^ 
tend  that  Juries  are  to  be  coerced  to  find  vep- 
dicta  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  t  And  if  no^ 
how  are  the  United  States  to  enforce  an  act 
solemnly  pronounced  to  be  i 


the  case  differ  from  an  attempt  to  carry  into 
effect  an  act  nnUified  by  the  courts,  or  to  do 
any  other  unlawful  and  unwarrantable  actt 
Suppoee  Congress  should  pass  an  agrarian  lav,  01 
a  law  emancipating  our  slaves,  or  anould  commit 
any  other  gross  vudation  of  our  conat^ntitmal 
rights,  will  any  gentleman  contend  that  the  de- 
daion  of  every  Oranoh  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, in  favor  of  sooh  laws,  oonld  prevent  the 
Statee  from  declaring  them  null  and  void,  and 
protecting  their  oitiiens  from  Uirir  operaticml 

Sir,  if  Oongress  should  ever  attempt  to  «i- 
foroe  any  anch  laws,  they  wonld  put  themselves 
so  dearly  in  the  wrong,  that  no  one  oonld 
donbt  the  right  of  the  State  to  exert  its  pro- 
tecting power. 

Sir,  the  gentieman  has  allnded  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  miliUa  of  Sonth  OaroUoa  with  whioh 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  connected,  and  asked 
how  they  wonld  act  in  the  event  of  the  nul^ 
cation  oi  the  tariff  law  by  the  State  of  BonUt 
Carolina  t  The  tone  of  the  gentlentan,  on  this 
snbjeot,  did  not  seem  to  ma  as  respec^fnl  aa  I 
oonld  have  desired.  I  hope,  air,  no  impotatiaa 
was  intended, 

[l£r.  WxBSTSB.  "Not  at  all;  juat  the  r»- 
verae."] 

Well,  nr,  the  geDtleman  asks,  what  their  lead- 
ers would  be  able  to  read  to  them  ont  of  Ouke 
upon  Littleton,  or  any  other  law  book,  to  Joa- 
tify  their  ent^riset  Sir,  let  me  assure  the 
gentleman  that,  whenever  any  attempt  ehall  be 
made  from  any  quarter,  to  enforce  unoonatitn- 
tional  laws,  eleaily  violating  onr  eseential 
rights,  onr  leaders  (whoever  they  may  be)  will 
not  be  found  reading  blaok  letter  from  the 
musty  pages  of  old  law  books.  They  will  locA 
to  the  ooustitntion,  and  whea  oaQed  190D,  t^ 
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by  tlie  ohuler  of  th«r  liberties,  the^  will  sua- 
oeed  in  dcdendiag  them,  or  "  penah  m  tli«  last 

Bir,  I  will  pat  the  caae  home  to  the  gentie- 
mBD.  Is  there  aaj  Tiolation  of  the  conatita- 
tional  righta  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  dtizen,  (sanctioned  by  OonKreis  and  the 
Supreme  Ooort,)  which  he  would  believe  it  to 
be  the  right  and  dntj  of  a  State  to  reaiatf 
Does  he  contend  for  tiie  doctrine  of  "  passiTe 
obedienoe  and  non-reriatonoe  I  "  Would  he 
jnstify  an  open  resistance  to  an  act  of  OtHigresB, 
saoctioned  07  the  courts,  .which  should  abolish 
the  trial  by  jnry,  or  destroj  the  freedom  of  re- 
ligion, or  the  freedom  of  die  press  f  Tes,  sir, 
he  wonld  advocate  reriitance  in  such  oaaes; 
and  BO  would  I,  and  so  would  all  of  as.  But 
snch  reatBtance  would,  aooording  to  his  doc- 
trine, be  revolation ;  it  wonld  be  rebellion. 
Acetmins  to  my  ofMnlon,  it  would  be  Jast, 
len],  and  ooMtitational  resistance.  Hie  whole 
difference  between  as,  then,  otmrists  in  this : 
The  ^ntieman  wonld  make  force  the  only  ar- 
biter in  bU  oases  of  o<dMon  between  the  States 
and  the  Federal  GoTernment  I  would  resort 
to  a  peooefnl  remedj,  the  interpodtion  of  the 
State  to  "  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil,"  nntil 
each  time  as  "  a  coaventioa  (assembled  at  the 
call  of  Oongresa,  or  two-thi^  of  the  States) 
shall  decide  to  which  they  mean  to  give  an  bo- 
Qiority  clumed  by  two  of  their  organs."  Sir, 
Z  My  with  Ur.  Jefferson,  (whoee  words  I  have 
here  borrowed,)  that  "  it  is  the  peculiar  wisdom 
and  10110117  of  oar  constitation  to  have  pro- 
Tided  this  peaceable  appeal,  where  that  of 
other  nations  "  (and  I  may  add  that  of  the  gen- 
Uraian)  "  is  at  once  to  force." 


diallr  respond  to  that  appeal.  I  will  yield  to 
no  g«Dtleinan  here  in  sincere  attachment  to  the 
Union ;  bat  it  is  a  onion  foanded  on  the  oonsti- 
tntaon,  and  not  snch  a  anion  as  that  gentleman 
wonld  give  na,  that  is  dear  to  my  neart.  If 
this  is  to  become  one  great  "  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment^" swallowing  np  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  the  liberties  of  &e  oiljxen,  "riding 
over  t^e  plnndered  ploaghmeo  and  beggarea 
yeomanry/'  the  Union  will  not  be  worth  pre- 
MTving.  Sir,  it  is  becaose  South  Oardlna  loves 
the  Union,  and  would  preserve  it  forever,  that 
Hbe  is  opposing  now,  wbUe  there  is  hope,  those 
nsurpBtions  of  the  Federal  Government  which, 
once  established,  will,  sooner  or  later,  tear  this 
Union  into  fragmento,.  The  eentlenuiD  is  for 
marohiog  under  a  baDoer,  studded  all  over  with 
■tars,  and  bearing  the  insoriptioii  liberty  and 
Union.  I  bad  thought,  sir,  the  gentleman 
would  have  borae  a'standud,  displaying  in  its 
ample  folds  a  brilliant  son,  oitendin^  its  golden 
rays  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  in  the 
brightness  of  whose  beams  the  "little  stars 
hide  their  diminished  heads."  Ours,  sir,  is 
Uie  banner  of  the  oonstitntion :  the  twenly-fonr 


BtoTB  are  there,  in  all  their  nndiminished  lostre : 
on  it  is  inscribed,  liberty— the  Oonstitutioii — 
Union.  We  offer  np  our  fervent  prayers  to  the 
Father  of  all  Ifer^es  that  it  may  continue  to 
wave,  for  ages  yet  to  come,  over  a  free,  a 
happy,  and  a  nnited  people. 

Mr.  WsBSTan  now  took  the  floor,  in  ecmdn- 
rion,  and  atiA :  Afew  words,  Mr.  Preddent,  on 
this  constitutional  argnment,  which  the  honor- 
able gentiemaa  has  labored  to  reconstruct 

His  argoment  conrisla  of  two  proporition^ 
and  an  inferenoe.    His  propodHons  lie — 

1.  That  the  oonAtitodonu  a  compact  between 
the  States. 

3.  That  a  compact  between  two,  with  aa- 
thoHty  reserved  to  one  to  interpret  its  term^ 
would  be  a  surrender  to  that  one,  of  all  power 
whatever, 

8.  Therefore,  (such  \a  his  Infbrenoe,)  the  Gen- 
eral Government  does  not  possess  the  authority 
to  cOQBtrue  its  own  powers. 

Now,  At,  who  does  not  see,  without  the  aid 
of  exposition  or  detection,  tlie  utter  oonfosiott 
of  ideas,  involved  in  this,  so  elaborate  and  bj»- 
tern  atio  argoment  t 

The  oonstitotion,  it  la  add,  is  a  compact  be- 
tween States ;  the  States,  then,  and  the  Stetea 
only,  are  parties  to  the  compact.  How  comes 
the  General  Government  itself  a  party  I  Upon 
the  honorable  gentleman's  hypothesis,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  the  resnft  of  the  compact, 
the  creature  of  the  compact,  not  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  it  Yet  the  aigument,  as  the  gentiemsn 
has  now  stated  it,  makes  the  Government  itself 
one  of  its  own  creators.  It  mokes  it  a  party  to 
that  compact  to  which  it  owee  its  own  exist- 

For  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  constitation 
en  the  basis  of  a  compact,  t£e  gentleman  con- 
siders the  States  as  parties  to  that  compact; 
but  as  soon  as  his  compact  is  mode,  then  he 
chooses  to  oonuder  the  General  Oovemment, 
which  is  the  offering  of  that  compact,  not  its 
offspring,  bat  one  of  its  parties ;  and  so,  being 
a  party,  has  not  the  power  of  judging  on  the 
terms  of  compact.  Pray,  sir,  in  what  school  is 
such  reasoning  as  this  taught? 

If  the  whole  of  the  gentieman's  main  propo- 
sition were  conceded  to  him,  that  is  to  say — if 
I  admit  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  th^  the 
constitution  is  a  compact  between  Statea,  the 
inferences  which  he  i'aws  from  that  proposi- 
tion are  Warranted  by  no  just  reason,  Becaose, 
if  the  conatitnlion  be  a  compact  between  States, 
still,  that  constitntion  or  that  compact,  has  es- 
tablished a  Government,  with  certtun  powers; 
and  whether  it  be  one  of  those  powers,  that  it 
shall  construe  and  interpret  for  itself  the  terms 
of  the'  compact,  in  doubtful  cases,  can  only  be 
decided  by  looking  to  the  compact,  and  inquir- 
ing what  provisions  it  conttuns  on  this  point. 
Without  any  inoon^stenoy  with  natural  reason, 
the  Government,  even  thus  created,  might  be 
trusted  with  this  power  of  oonstraotion.  ^^_T^» 
extent  of  its  powers,  therefoi 
sought  for  in  uie  instnunent  it 
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If  the  old  (xHifederalioii  had  contaiiied  a 
cUose,  deolAiing  that  resohttions  of  the  Oon- 
gress  should  be  the  Bu^nme  lav  of  the  land, 
any  State  law  or  oonatitntioD  to  the  oonlrarT' 
notwithstaading,  and  that  a  CommittM  of  Oon- 
gress,  or  anj  other  hodj  created  hj  it,  ehoold 
poseess  Jndicual  powers,  extending  to  all  casea 
arising  onder  reeolntions  of  OoiiKreBS,  then  the 
power  of  ultimate  deoiaioQ  would  have  been 
Tested  in  Congress,  nnder  the  confederation, 
althongh  that  otoifederatioti  waa  a  oompaot  be- 
tween States ;  and  for  thia  plain  reason,  that  it 
iroold  have  been  oompetent  to  the  States,  who 
alone  were  parties  to  the  compact,  to  agree 
who  should  decide  in  ossee  of  oispote  arising 
on  the  constmotion  of  the  compact. 

For  the  same  reason,  sir,  if  I  were  now  to 
concede  to  the  gentleman  his  principal  proposi- 
tions, Til :  that  the  constitution  is  a  compact 
between  Stfvtea,  the  qnestion  would  still  be, 
what  proTision  is  made,  in  this  compact,  to 
settle  points  of  dimiuted  constmotion,  or  con- 
tested power,  that  shall  come  into  oontrofereyl 
And  this  gueHtion  would  still  be  answered,  and 
conclusively  answered,  lij  the  oonstjtntioii  it- 
self. While  the  gentleman  is  contending 
against  constmction,  he  himself  is  setting  np 
the  most  loose  and  dangerous  oonEtmctiou. 
The  oonstttntion  declares  that  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  So 
oonstraotion  is  necessary  here.  It  declares, 
also,  with  equal  plainness  and  precision,  that 
the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
extend  to  ereiy  case  arising  under  the  laws  of 
Congress.  This  needs  no  constmctiou,  here  is 
a  law,  then,  which  is  declared  to  be  supreme ; 
and  here  is  a  power  established,  which  is  to  in- 
l«rpret  that  taw.  Now,  tar,  how  has  the  gen- 
Uemsn  met  this  t  Suppose  the  constitntion  to 
be  a  compact,  ;et  here  are  its  terms,  and  how 
does  the  gentleman  get  rid  of  them  t  He  can- 
not argue  the  seal  off  the  bond,  nor  the  words 
out  of  the  inetrnmenL  Here  thej  are — what 
answer  does  he  ^ve  to  themt  None  in  the 
world,  far,  except  that  the  effect  of  this  would 
be  to  place  the  States  in  a  condition  of  inferior- 
ity ;  and  because  it  results,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  there  beiog  no  superior,  tbat  the 
parties  must  be  their  own  judges  I  Thus  close- 
ly and  cogently  does  the  honorable  ^entiemau 
reason  on  the  words  of  iha  constitution.    The 

Silleman  saj^  if  there  be  saoh  a  power  of 
al  decision  in  the  Qeneral  QoTemmentj  he 
asks  for  the  grant  of  that  power.  Well,  sir,  I 
show  him  the  graut — I  turn  him  to  the  very 
words — 1  show  nim  that  the  laws  of  Congress 
are  made  supreme ;  and  that  the  judicial  power 
extends,  by  express  words,  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  these  laws.  Instead  of  answering  this, 
be  retreate  into  the  general  reflection,  tiiat  it 
must  result,  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the 
States,  being  parties,  most  Judge  for  them- 

I  have  admitted,  that,  if  the  constitution 

were  to  be  considered  as  the  creature  of  the 

.  State  GoTemmenta,  it  might  be  modified,  in- 
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terpreted,  or  oonstmed,  aooor^ng  to  th^ 
pleaflure.  Bat,  even  in  that  cose,  it  would  ba 
n«oe«ary  that  th^  ehoold  agree.  One,  alone, 
could  not  Interpret  it  ooncIumTely ;  one,  iiaa», 
ooold  not  ooDStrne  it;  one,  alone,  could  not 
modi^  it.  Yet  the  gentieman's  doctrine  is, 
that  Carolina,  a]on&  maj  oonstne  and  inter- 
pret that  compact  wnich  equally  binds  all,  and 
gives  eqnal  rights  t«  alL 

So  then,  dr,  even  snppoeing  the  oonstitntum 
to  be  a  compact  between  tlie  States,  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine^  nevertheless,  is  not  maintain- 
able ;  because,  nrst,  the  Oeneral  Oovemment  is 
not  a  party  to  that  compact^  but  a  Qovenimait 
eetabluhed  b^  it,  and  Tested  by  it  with  the 
powers  of  trying  and  dedding  doubtful  qoes- 
tions:  and  aeoondly,  beoanae,  if  the  oonstitn- 
tion  be  rejtai^ed  aa  a  ctonpact,  not  one  Stat« 
only,  bnt  all  the  Statee,  are  parties  to  that  com- 
pact, and  one  can  have  no  right  to  fix  upon  It 
her  own  peculiar  construction. 

So  much,  sir,  for  the  argument,  even  if  Uie 
premiseeofthegeutl^nan  were  granted,  or  could 
be  proved.  But,  sir,  the  gentJeman  has  fUled 
to  maintain  his  leading  proportion.  He  bos 
not  shown,  it  cannot  be  shown,  that  liie  oon- 
stitntion  is  a  oompaot  between  State  Oovani- 
menta.    The  OMubtation  itself  in  its  very  front, 


United  States,  So  &r  from  sayiiig  that  it  is 
established  by  t}ie  Governments  of  the  several 
Stat&  it  does  not  even  say  that  it  is  estab- 
lished by  the  people  of  the  several  States ;  bnt 
it  pronounces  that  it  is  established  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  in  the  aggregate.  The 
gentieman  says,  it  must  mean  no  more  than 
that  the  people  of  the  several  States,  taken  col- 
lectively, constitute  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  t>e  it  so,  but  it  is  in  th^  their  oolleo- 
iJve  capacity;  it  is  as  all  the  people  of  tbe 
United  States  that  they  eetablish  the  cooatito- 
tion.  So  they  declare;  and  words  cannot  be 
pluner  than  tiie  words  used. 

When  the  gentJeman  a^s  the  constitnticm  ia 
a  compact  between  the  Statee,  he  uses  langotte 
exoctiy  ^)plicable  to  tbe  old  confederation.  He 
speaks  as  if  he  were  in  Oongreas  before  IVBO. 
He  describes  foUj  that  old  state  of  thinEs  tjien 
existing.  The  confederation  was,  in  stnctneea, 
a  com^ct ;  the  States,  as  States,  were  parties 
to  it.  We  had  no  other  General  Gkivemm^it 
Bnt  that  was  fonnd  insnfBcient,  and  inadeqoata 
to  the  pablio  eiigenoies.  The  people  were  ncd 
satisfied  with  it,  and  undertook  to  establish  a 
better.  They  undertook  to  form  a  General 
Government,  which  shonld  stand  on  a  new 
basis — not  a  confederacy,  not  a  league,  not  a 
compact  between  States,  but  a  constitution ;  a 
popular  Government,  founded  in  popular  eleo- 
tion,  directly  responsible  to  tbe  people  them- 
selves and  divided  into  branches,  with  pre- 
scribed limits  of  power,  and  prescribed  duties. 
They  OTdained  such  a  Government  ■  they  gave 
it  the  noma  of  a  constitntion,  and  Uiermn  they 
established  a  distribution  of  powers  betveeo 
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tiiis,  their  Oeoeral  QoTeminent,  and  their 
eral  State  GoTemments.  When  tbejr  BhAlI  be- 
come dissatisfied  with  this  distribution.  the7 
can  alter  iL  Their  own  power  over  their  own 
instnunent  remains.  Bnt,  nntil  ther  shall  alter 
it,  it  most  stuid  as  their  will,  and  fa  eqnollj 
binding  on  the  General  Government  and 
the  States. 

The  gentleman,  sir,  finds  onolc^,  where  I 
aae  none.  He  likens  it  to  the  case  of  a  treaty, 
in  whiob,  there  being  no  common  soperior, 
each  party  most  interpret  for  itself,  under  its 
own  obligation  of  good  faith.  Bat  this  is  not 
%  tteatj,  but  a  conatitation  of  Government, 
with  powera  Ut  ezecnte  itself^  and  fnlfil  Ita 
duties. 

I  admit,  nr.  that  this  Qovemment  is  >  uui- 
emment  of  cnecks  and  balances;  that  is,  the 
House  of  RepresentativeB  is  a  check  on  "''  ~ 
Senate,  and  the  Senate  is  a  check  on  the  House, 
and  the  President  is  a  check  on  both.  But  J 
cannot  comprehend  him,  or,  if  I  do,  I  totaUy 
difiTer  from  him,  when  he  applies  the  notion  of 
checks  and  balances  to  the  interference  of  dif- 
ferent Oovemments.  He  argaee  that,  if  we 
transgress,  each  Btate,  as  a  State,  has  a  right  to 
check  OS.  Does  he  admit  the  converse  of  the 
proposition,  that  we  have  a  right  to  check  the 
States }  The  gentleman's  doctrines  wonid  give 
us  a  strange  Jnmble  of  anthorities  and  powers. 
instead  of  Qovemments  of  separate  and  defined 
powers.  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom,  1  think,  to 
avoid  this ;  and  to  keep  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  Btate  Governments,  each  in  its 
E roper  sphere,  avoiding,  as  carefmlj  as  posd- 
le,  every  kind  of  interference. 
Finally,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  says, 
that  the  States  will  only  interfere,  by  their 
power,  to  preserve  the  oonstitntion.  They  will 
not  destroy  it,  they  will  not  impair  it— they 
wHI  only  save,  they  will  only  preserve,  they 
will  only  strengthen  ill  At^su",  this  is  bnt 
the  old  story.  AH  regnlated  Governments,  all 
free  Governments,  have  been  broken  np  by 
similar  dimnterested  and  well-disposed  mter- 


ferenoel    It  Is  the  con    _.     .   .._  .__. 
taloe  leave  of  the  snUect 
[Here  the  debate  dosed  for  this  day.] 


Bnt  I 


TuxaoAT,  Fobmary  S. 

J£r.  Fooe*  Smlutim. 

Mr.  Bkstok  •  B^ :    Among  the  novelties  of 

Ibis  debate,  is  that  part  of  the  speech  of  the 


■Ur.  BulOD  qwkefBllTDD  ath«i  bnnehM  of  thltd<b«U, 
bat  BDlhfng  tm  tba  mlMatlim  tmocih  af  IL  Hs  did  not 
tlwD  b*llan  in  mj  dMign  of  fiirdblt  redituiM  to  tbt  TullT 
InnirftbsUDltsdBtatH;  Bor  did  >i«  bellara  la  that  dHlfo 
antU  Uu  austmcnt  oT  tha  South  OuqUiu  oidllfjiiig  ordl- 
BUcaofNornstar.lSn.  H«  ballntd  tX  tba  Una  of  tlia 
ddxta  thkt  Hr.  tUjiM  apako,  M  it  lllog^  In  tbt  Tliglnl* 
■BM  of  nniuaiatlon ;  ttxt  t»-tlut  tlw  Ht  In  qnntliui  wu 
■an  and  told,  u  balnf  ^ilnit  tha  eoiutUatlOD,  bat  to  b* 
obarod  whtU  It  lenulMd  nnnpMlad ;  aod  thst  Ita  Tqxal 
TobX^-n 


Senator  from  Massachnsetts  which  dwells  -wiOi 
such  elaboration  of  argament  and  ornament, 
upon  the  love  and  blessings  of  tinion — the 
hatred  and  horror  of  disunion.  It  was  a  part 
of  the  Senator's  speech  which  brought  into  faQ 
play  the  favorite  Ciceronian  figure  of  amplifica- 
tion. It  was  up  to  the  rale  in  that  particolar. 
Bnt,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  there  was  another 
ml^  and  a  h^her,  and  a  precedent  one,  whii^ 
it  violated,  ft  was  the  rote  of  propriety ;  that 
rnle  which  requires  the  fitness  of  uiings  to  be 
considered;  watch  requires  the  time,  the  place, 
the  subject,  and  the  audience,  to  be  considered; 
and  condemns  the  deliverv  of  the  argnment, 
and  all  its  flowers,  if  it  ffuls  in  congmenoe  to 
these  particalars.  I  thought  the  essay  npon 
union  and  disnnion  had  so  failed.  It  came  to 
ns  when  we  were  not  prepared  for  it;  when 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Senate,  nor  in  the 
country,  to  grace  ite  introdnotion ;  nothing  to 
giyCj  or  to  receive,  effect  to,  or  from,  the  im- 
passioned scene  that  we  witnessed.  It  may 
be,  it  was  the  prophetic  cry  of  the  distracted 
daughter  of  Pnam,  breaking  into  tbe  council, 
and  alarming  its  tranquil  members  with  vatici- 
nations of  the  fall  of  Troy :  bnt  to  me,  it  all 
sounded  like  the  sudden  proclamation  for  aa 
earthquake,  when  the  sun,  the  eortk  the  ^, 
announced  no  such  prodigy ;  when  all  the  de- 
ments of  nature  were  at  rest,  and  sweet  repose 
pervading  the  world.  There  was  a  time,  and 
yon,  and  I,  and  all  of  ns,  did  see  it,  sir,  when 
snch  a  speech  would  have  found,  in  ita  delivery, 
every  sitribnte  of  a  Just  and  rigorous  pro- 
iriety  I  It  was  at  a  time,  when  the  five-striped 
lanner  was  waving  over  the  land  of  tbe 
North]  when  the  Hartford  Convention  was  in 


must!"  when  the  cry,  out  of  doors,  was,  "the 


the  Weetem  savages  by  themselves! 
Mississippi  the  boundary,  let  If  issouri  l>e  gov- 
erned by  a  prefect,  or  ^ven  up  as  a  haunt  for 
wild  beasts  I"  That  time  was  the  fit  ocearion 
for  this  speech ;  and  if  it  had  been  delivered 
then,  either  in  the  boll  of  tbe  Hoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  in  the  den  of  the  convention,  or 
in  the  high  way,  among  the  bearers  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  five-strip(^  banner,  what  effects 
must  it  not  have  produced !    What  terror  and 


I  b*  alfKtod  oonatttitlaiiinr  by  tha  oo-opHMIoa  of  th* 
Btalai  In  ^>puliDg  to  pabUo  MDtlmant  and  luflaanoliig  tha 
eloetlona.  Taking  Ur.  Hajni'i  qiaaeh  and  dootrin*  la  tUi 
.  ha  uiulderadHT.  Wabatart  attribntioo  otadlaaaion 
daalgn  la  Booth  OaioUn*  to  ba  gionndleaa  and  anibaalad, 
aad  brought  Ibrwaid  at  a  ■et4ff  to  tha  uii  Hartfcid  Oon- 
loB  bsdiuai  Id  Htw  En^UaA.  And  thna,  vlawlaff  tba 
ilad  dlanalon  dMiga  MBoAividad,  and  maralr  prodneaf 


npremai^  of  tha  Baptaia*  Oonrt  WH  oth  lahrioT  aoQrt% 
'  It  «ar  tha  Stataa  and  Ooacraia.  Tbiaa  luuHu  ace 
hraa  ilT«ii,aDd  ahsv  lh«  MBM  In  wUA  Ihar  wan  ip»kn. 
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ooDsternataon  amcmg  the  plotter*  of  disunion  I 
Bot,  here,  in  titie  loyal  and  qaiet  aaeemblage,  in 
this  season  of  general  tranqoillitj  and  nniversal 
alle^nce,  the  whole  performance  haa  lost  its 
effect  for  want  of  affiiUtr,  connection,  or  rela- 
tion, to  any  snbjeot  depending,  or  sentiment 
expressed,  in  tlie  Senate;  for  want  of  anj 
^>plication,  or  referenoe,  to  any  event  impend- 
"  le  country. 


mg 


now  take  leave  of  thia  part  of  my  mljeot, 
1  one  eipresdoa  of  niunued  satianiclioii,  at 


with  one  eipresdoa 

a  part,  a  very  small  part,  of  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  MassocnnBetts;  it  is  the  part  in 
which  he  disclumed,  in  reply  to  an  mqniry 
from  jon,  sir,  the  impntation  of  a  change  of 
policy  on  the  Tariff  and  Internal  Improvement 
qaestions.  Before  that  disclaimer  was  heard, 
a  thonaand  voices  wonld  have  sworn  to  the  im- 
pntation _;  since,  no  one  will  awear  ic  And  the 
reaaon  given  for  not  referring  to  yon,  for  not 
meaking  at  yon,  was  decent  and  hecoming. 
Ton  have  no  right  of  reply,  and  manhood  dis- 
didns  to  attack  yOQ.  This  I  comprehend  to 
have  been  the  answer,  and  the  reason  so 
promptly  given  by  the  Senator  from  Kaasaclm- 
aetle  in  reply  to  yoor  inquiry.  I  am  pleased 
at  it.  It  ^ves  me  an  opportonity  of  saying 
there  waa  something  in  that  speech  which  com- 
mands my  commendation,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  relieves  me  from  the  dnty  of  statiog  to 
the  Senate  a  reaaon  why  the  presidinE  officer, 
beiog  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
shoiud  not  be  stmck  at  from  this  door.    He 


I  toncbed  it  incidentally,  towards  the  cou' 
dosion  of  my  speech  of  yesterday,  on  the  large 
— I  Uiink  I  may  say  despotic — power,  claimed 
by  the  Senator  from  Hassachusetta  (Mr,  Wkb- 
steb)  for  the  Federal  Supreme  Oonrt,  over  the 
Independent  States,  whose  volontary  onion  haa 
established  this  confederacy.  I  touched  inci- 
dentally upon  it,  and  now  recnr  to  it  for  the 
pnr^oae  of  making  a  single  remark,  and  pre- 
sentiDg  a  single  illastration  of  the  consequenceB 
of  that  doctrine.  That  conrt  is  called  su- 
preme; but  this  character  of  supremacy,  which 
the  Federal  constitntion  bestows  npon  it,  has 
reference  to  inferior  coorta — the  District  and 
Oiccnit  Courte — and  not  to  the  States  of  this 
Uidoii.  A  power  to  decide  on  the  Federal 
oonstitntioDSlity  of  State  laws,  and  to  bind  the 
States  by  the  decision,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
is  a  power  to  govern  the  States.  IC  is  a 
power  over  the  sovereignty  of  the  States ;  and 
tliat  power  includes,  in  its  practical  effects, 
anthori^  over  every  minor  act  and  proceeding 
of  the  States.  The  range  of  Federal  anthority 
was  large,  under. the  words  of  the  oonstitntion ; 
it  ia  beoomiog  unlimited  nnder  the  assumptjon 
of  implied  powers.  The  room  fbr  wmfliot 
between  Fed^al  aod  State  laws  waa  sufficiently 
ample,  in  onllJTBting  the  clear  and  open  field 
of  the  expressed  powers ;  when  the  exploratJon 
of  the  vudemeaa  of  implications  is  to  be  added 
toit,  the  TeooRenee  at  tiieee  oonflicta  becomes 


and  □ 


irul,  covering  all  time,  and 
meeting  at  every  point  of  Federal  or  State 
policy.  The  annihilation  of  the  States,  nnder 
a  doctrine  which  would  draw  all  these  conflicta 
to  the  Federal  Jndiciary,  and  make  its  decisions 
binding  upon  the  States,  and  sabjected  to  the 
penalties  of  treason  all  who  resisted  the  execu- 
tion of  these  decrees,  would  produce  that  con- 
sequence. It  woold  annihilate  the  States! 
It  would  reduce  them  to  the  abject  condition 
of  provinces  of  the  Federal  Einpirel  It  woold 
enable  the  dominant  party  in  Oorgresa,  at  any 
moment,  to  execute  the  most  frightfo]  designs. 
Let  ns  suppose  a  case — one  by  no  means  im- 
probable— on  the  contrary  almost  absolntety 
certain,  in  the  evratt  of  the  success  of  certain 
measures  now  on  foot :  The  lata  'Hr.  King,  of 
New  York,  when  a  member  of  the  American 
Senate,  declared^  npon  thia  floor,  that  alaveiy 
in  these  United  States,  in  point  of  law  aiu 
right,  did  not  exist,  and  could  not  enst,  nnder 
the  nature  of  our  free  form  of  Government; 
and  that  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States  would  so  declare  it.  This  declaration 
was  made  about  ten  years  ago,  in  the  cri^ 
and  highest  paroxysm  of  the  Uissonri  agita- 
tion. Since  flien,  we  have  seen  this  declarati<m 
repeated  and  enforced,  in  every  variety  of 
form  and  shape,  br  an  organized  party  in 
all  the  non-slaveholdiug  States.  Since  then, 
we  have  seen  the  prindples  of  the  same  decla- 
ration developed  m  legMative  proceedings,  in 
the  shape  of  committee  reports  and  public  de- 
bate, in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Since  then,  we 
have  had  the  D'Auterive  case,  and  seen  a 
petition  presented  from  the  Chidr  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Jomf  W.  Tatlox  being 
Speaker,  in  which  the  total  destruction  of  ^ 
the  Statee  that  would  not  abandon  slavery  waa 
expressly  represented  as  a  aubiime  acL  With 
these  facts  before  ns,  and  myriads  of  others 
which  I  caimot  repeat,  bnt  which  are  seen  by 
all,  the  probability  of  a  federal  legislative  act 
aguust  slavery  rises  in  the  scale,  and  assumes 
the  character  of  moral  cert^ty,  in  the  event 
of  the  success  of  certun  designs  now  on  foot. 
So  much  for  what  may  happen  in  Congress. 
Now  for  the  Judiciary,  I  have  just  re^rred 
to  the  declaration  of  an  ex-Senator,  (Mr.  'Kam 
of  New  York,)  of  all  others  the  best  acquainted 
with  the  areana  of  his  party ;  who  was  to  that 
party,  for  a  fall  quarter  of  a  century,  the  law 
and  the  prophets ;  for  a  bold  assertion  of  what 
the  Supreme  Court  would  do  in  a  qnestion  of 
existence,  or  non-existence,  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  He  openly  asserted  the  Su- 
preme Court  would  declare  that  no  such  thing 
oonid  exist!  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  that 
aged,  experienced,  informed  and  reeponaible 
Sen^r  wonld  have  hazarded  an  awertion  of 
such  dire  and  dreadtul  import;  an  assertion  so 
delicately  affecting  the  judges  l^en  on  the  bench 
of  that  court ;  a  m^ority  of  them  his  personal 
and  political  Mends ;  and  looking  to  such  dla- 
astrous  consequences  to  the  Union,  without 
probable,  if  not  oertun,  groond  fbr  the  basis 
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of  bii  assertion.  That  he  had  such  gronnda, 
ao  far  at  leaat  aa  one  of  the  Jndgee  was  con- 
oemed,  Heema  to  be  inoontestable.    A  charge 


of  May,  1820— for  the  date  is  jnatarial— it 
tsUies,  in  point  of  time,  with  the  assertion  in 
tbe  Senate,  and  was  classed  for  review  sa  an 
ftrtiole  of  politics,  in  the  Korth  American  Re- 
view, with  the  Bubstanoe  of  Hr.  £ing's  two 
speeches  on  the  Boor  of  the  Setiate,  wbidi  were 
tne  signal  for  the  Kissonri  strife — a  signal  as 
well  nnderstood  and  as  implicitlj  obejed.  as 
the  eignal  for  battle  in  the  Boman  camp,  when 
the  Bed  HantJe  of  the  Oonsol  was  bong  on  the 
outside  of  the  tent.  This  charae,  to  a  grand 
Jut;,  establishes  the  fact  of  authoritj  for  the 
assertion  of  Jfr.  King  so  far  at  least  as  one  of 
the  Judges  is  concerned.  But  as  everj  man 
ahonld  be  Jodsed  bj  his  own  words,  and  not 
upon  the  recttcu  of  another,  let  the  charge  itself 
be  read ;  let  the  Judge  annonnce  his  own  sen- 
timents, in  ^'»  1        ^ 


"The 


7%a  Chargt—ExIraeL 
»  of  sUvet7  niidcr  adj  shape  ti  so 
o  the  nataral  rights  of  man  and  the  dlc- 
tateB''of  JDStica,  that  it  seems  difficnlt  to  find  fbr  (t 
an;  adequate  juitiflcatioo.  It  undonbtcdl;  had  its 
origin  In  times  of  bubariam,  and  wu  the  ordiDar; 
lot  of  those  who  vera  conqoered  In  war.  It  was 
■nppoaed  that  the  eenqneror  had  a  right  to  take  the 
life  of  his  captita,  and  bj  oonseqaeaoe  ml^t  well 
bind  him  to  perpetaal  serritude.  But  the  podtion 
Itself  on  wtilcb  this  snpposed  right  is  founded  is  not 
trne.  Mo  man  has  a  right  to  kill  bis  eaem;,  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessitj  ;  and  this  absolute  ne- 
cessitj  ceases  to  eiist,  ereii  iu  the  estimation  of  the 
conqueror  himself,  when  he  has  spared  the  Ub  of 
bis  prboDer.  And  even  if,  in  such  cases,  It  were 
polrible  to  coDtand  for  the  right  of  slavery,  as  to 
the  prisoner  himseli^it  is  hnpoBslble  that  It  can  Just- 
ly eilend  to  his  innocenl  oSepring,  throngh  the 
whole  hue  of  descent.  I  forbear,  howCTer,  to  touch 
on  this  delicate  to[dc,  not  because  It  is  not  worthy 
of  the  most  deliberate  attention  of  all  of  ns,  bat  it 
~         n  the  present 


IB  of  government  have  declared  that 
all  men  are  bom  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain 
nnaliaoable  rights,  among  which  are  the  right  of  en- 
joying their  lives,  liberty,  and  property,  and  seeking 
and  obtaiaiog  their  own  saEety  and  happiness. 
May  not  the  miserable  African  ask,  'Am  I  not  a 
man  and  a  brother  F'  We  b^iast  of  our  noble 
streugth  against  the  encroachments  of  tyranny,  but 
do  we  forret  that  it  assumed  the  mildest  form  in 
which  antbority  ever  assailed  the  rights,  and  yot 
there  are  men  amongst  ns  who  think  It  DO  wrong 
to  condemn  the  shivering  negro  to  perpetual  slav- 


"We  beSeve  In  the  Christian  religion.    It  ec 


woold  they  should  do  onto  ua.    It  declares  anr  ac- 


and  holds  oi 

ponisbments,  as  the  sanction  by  which  our  condoet 
IS  to  be  regarded.  And  yet  there  are  men,  ciUing 
themselves  Cbristiane,  who  degrade  the  negro  by 
iterance  to  a  level  with  the  bratea,  and  deprive 
him  of  all  the  oonsolatious  of  religion.  He  slone, 
of  all  the  rational  creation,  they  seem  to  think,  ts  to 
be  at  once  accountable  for  his  actions,  and  yet  his 
actions  are  not  to  be  at  his  own  disposal ;  but  Ma 
mind,  his  body,  and  his  feelings  are  to  be  sold  to 
perpetual  bondage." 

We  will  take  the  case  of  slavery  then  as  the 
probable,  and  in  the  event  of  the  snooeaa  of 
certain  designs  sow  on  foot,  as  the  certain  one, 
on  which  the  new  doctrine  of  jndidal  eoprenuMT 
over  the  8tal«s  may  be  tried.  The  case  of  the 
Georgia  Cherokeee  is  a  more  proximate,  and 
may  be  a  precedent  one ;  but  as  DO  intiinatioii 
of  the  poBuble  decision  of  the  oonrt  in  that 
case  has  been  given,  I  shall  pretermit  it,  and 
limit  myself  to  the  slavery  case,  in  which  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  King,  and  the  charge  of  one 
of  the  judges,  leaves  me  at  liberty  to  enter, 
without  gnilt  of  intmfflon,  into  that  sanettm 
laneUiram  of  the  judiciary — the  privy  chamber 
of  the  Judges — the  door  of  which  has  beao 
flung  wide  open.  Let  us  snppoee  then  that  a 
law  of  Oongrees  passes,  declaring  that  slavery 
does  not  enst  in  the  United  States — that  the 
States  sonth  of  the  Potomac  and  Ohio,  with 
Missouri  &om  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  deny 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law — that  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  takes  cognizance  of  the  denial — 
commands  the  refractory  States  to  »ipear  at 
its  bar — decides  in  favor  of  the  law  of  Congrees, 
and  pnts  forth  the  decree  which,  accordioK 
to  the  new  doctrine,  it  is  treason  to  redsti 
What  nest  I  Either  acquiescence  or  resistanoe, 
on  the  part  of  the  slave  States.  Acquiescence 
involves,  on  the  part  of  the  States  towards 
thia  cotirt,  a  practical  exemplification  of  the 
old  slavidi  doctrines  of  pasuve  obedience  and 
non-resistance  which  the  Sacheverella  of 
Queen  Anne's  time  preached  and  promulgated 
in  favor  of  the  King  against  the  subject;  with 
all  Hi^  mischief,  snperfldded,  of  turning  loose 
two  millions  of  slaves  here,  as  the  French  Kft- 
tionol  Convention  and  their  agents,  Santhonaz 
and  La  Oroiz,  had  turned  loose  the  slaves  of 
the  West  India  islands.  Resistance  incnrs  all 
the  guilt  of  treason  and  rebellion;  draws  down 
upon  the  devoted  States  the  troops  and  fanatloa 
of  the  Federal  Government ;  arms  all  the  negroes 
according  to  the  principle  declared  in  D'Aute- 
rive's  case,  and  calls  in,  by  way  of  attending  to 
the  women  and  children,  the  knife  and  the 
hatchet  of  those  Georgia  Oherokees  which  it  is 
now  the  organized  pohc^  of  a  political  party  to 
retain,  and  muntain,  i-  "■"  i—- "•»  -*  ♦••» 
Sonth. 
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United  States  to  divide  Indian  agencies  in  certun 
oasea  was  read  the  second  time ;  when 

Mr.  Wette,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  said,  that  the  hilt  originated 
from  a  resolntion  lalimitted  by  the  Senator  from 
IfiMonri,  QSx  Button,)  and  was  framed  b;  the 
committee  after  an  examination  into  the  sn^ect, 
together  with  aooh  Information  as  the  commit- 
tee had  before  them.  The  bill  contained  noth- 
ing which  would  compel  the  President  to 
^ride  any  of  the  Indian  agencies;  it  merely 
provided  that  he  might  do  it,  when  the  pablio 
good,  and  the  cooTenience  and  comfort  of  the 
agents  themselves  might,  in  hia  opinion,  reqoire 
it;  there  being  no  additional  expense  created 
by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  tne  compenaa- 
tion  now  given  to  one  agent  was  to  be  divided 


e  divided  into  different  bands,  residing  at 
remote  points  from  each  other,  and  the  oonse- 
qnence  was,  that  the  agents  for  snch  tribes, 
Beleoting  their  own  places  of  residence,  either 
located  themselves  in  one  of  the  frontier  towns, 
or  resided  with  one  of  the  separate  hands,  and 
Uios  the  business  of  the  Government  conld  not 
be  as  well  transacted  as  if  the  agent  had  all 
the  Indians  nnder  his  care,  plaoed  immediately 
within  his  own  view.  If  the  agent  selected  the 
town  of  one  of  the  bands  belonging  to  the  tribe 
placed  nnder  bis  snperintendenoe,  for  his  place 
of  residence,  instead  of  the  other,  jealondes  and 
heart-bomiiiKS  were  engendered ;  and  the  band 
that  believed  itaelf  to  be  neglected  were  too  apt 
to  accuse  him  of  partiality  and  iqjnstice.  In 
some  instances,  agents  had  two  distinct  tribes 
plaoed  under  their  aaperintendence,  and  thus  a 
greater  inconvenience  was  created  than  where 
one  tribe  was  divided  into  two  bands.  Under 
every  view  which  the  committee  had  been  able 
to  take  of  the  snl^ject,  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  propoeed  in 
the  bill  would  be  prodnctive  of  much  good, 
without  the  possibility  of  any  disadvantage  re- 
sulting from  it 

Ur.  B&BTON  said  that,  friHU  the  informatjoa 
be  had  received  from  those  who  had  been  em- 
ployed among  the  Indians,  and  who  had,  there- 
fore, an  ample  opportunity  of  judging  of  the 
policy  of  the  proposed  measnre,  he  was  inclined 
to  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  had  one.  He 
thought  it  impolitic  to  create  farther  divirion 
of  the  Indian  tribes  by  extending  stetntory  dis- 
cretion to  the  Executive  of  the  United  Btatee. 
One  of  the  greatest  evils  which  now  afflicts  the 
Indian  tribes,  may  he  traced  to  the  ambition, 
divisions,  and  dissensions,  of  petty  chief^  who 
claimed  distinctions,  presents,  aud  power,  from 
their  respective  tribes.  Mr.  B.  stated  that  the 
more  closely  the  Indians  were  brought  together 
ill  their  relations  with  the  General  Government 
the  better ;  for  the  experience  of  those  engaged 
in  Indian  affairs  proves  that  consolidation  is 
much  more  desirable  than  separation.  The 
latter  encouraged  that  ambitious  spirit  by 
which  the  Government  was  ah«ady  too  mn<ji 


harassed ;  the  distmion  of  raiall  chieft,  forming 
separate  bands  te  promote  their  own  evU  pur- 
poses. Each  of  these  wished  to  be  head  of  his 
tittie  band ;  and  this  may  be  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  which  the  Indians  and  the 
Government  had  to  contend  with.  Under 
these  views  he  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  would  be  better  to  consolidate  the  Indians, 
than  to  pass  a  law  by  which  tiiiey  would  be 
separated.  The  truth  is,  said  Mr.  fi.,  a  general 
complaint  has  long  prevailed  against  our  In- 
dian agents.  Instead  of  living  with  the  tribe 
or  nation  for  which  they  are  appointed  agen^ 
they  settie  themselves  in  one  of  our  frontier 
towiiB,  at  a  great  distance  from  many  of  those 
Indiana  who  have  to  transact  business  with 
them.  This  evil,  Mr.  B.  thought,  would  be  in- 
creased by  the  proposed  law ;  as  it  was  not  to 
be  SQpposed  that  an  agent  could  bestow  as  much 
attention  to  the  business  when  the  compensa- 
tion is  to  be  so  reduced,  as  be  wonld  devote 
when  receiving  a  more  liberal  salary.  The 
President,  under  the  operation  of  the  law,  will 
be  constantly  harassed  with  the  brfnls  of  little 
chiefs  and  petty  agents. 

Ur.  "WmTB  replied  that  he  thought,  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Babtod',)  that  the 
somidest  policy  wonld  be  to  pursue  tbat  coutm 
which  tended  to  concentrate  the  individuals 
belonging  to  the  same  tribe  of  In^ana,  in 
preference  to  permitting  them  to  be  divided  in 
various  bands;  and  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  adoption  of  the  meaHure  before  the 
Senate  would  produce  a  reeult  contrary  to  that 
apprehended  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
Qit.  Babtoii,)  who  had  last  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate. Under  the  present  state  of  things,  it 
might  be  the  policy  of  individuals  residing  with 
the  Indian  tribes  (consulting  their  own  com- 
forts) to  encourage  their  division  into  diadnct 
bands,  as  they  would,  in  such  case,  be  Hure  of 
finding  an  apology  for  residing  with  neither  sub- 
divisions of  the  tribe ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  bill  shonld  pass,  they  wonld  find  it  their 
interest  to  prevent  any  separation  of  the  tribe 
under  their  care;  knowing  that,  if  the  P^red- 
dent  did  divide  the  agency,  he  would  divide, 
also,  the  emolumentB  attached  to  it.  It  waa 
highly  probable  that,  if  the  Indian  agents  them- 
selves were  oonsQlted,  a  variety  of  opinions 
would  be  received  from  them  in  relation  to  the 
measure;  some  wonld  believe  it  would  produce 
much  good,  while  others  would  be  of  a  contrar; 
opinion.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Uie 
Onippewas,  whoweredivided  into  three  ban^; 
one  of  which  had,  when  necessary  to  transact  its 
business  with  the  Indian  agent  to  travel  a  con- 
uderable  distance,  and  through  the  borders  of 
the  country  of  the  Sioux,  with  whom  they 
were  frequently  at  war;  a  diviidon  of  the 
agency,  therefore,  in  this  case  at  least,  would 
tend  to  prevent  collision,  and  perhaps  blood- 
shed. Under  all  tbeee  circumstances,  Mr.  W. 
waa  of  opinion  that  piecing  the  power  pn>- 
posed  by  the  bill  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
would  be  the  means,  not  only  of  providing 
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■gvuat  diaQnion  tunong  the  Indiana  themselves, 
bat  of  mafaing  it  the  interest  of  the  agents  to 
nse  all  the  inflaenoe  thej  might  poasesa  to  dis- 
courage discord,  and  of  taking  awaj  anj  ex- 
onse  mej  might  have  for  reaidui^  at  a  diatance 
from  the  tribes  plooed  aader  their  superintend- 
enoB,  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  no  peraonaJ  inter- 
course, it  THS  trae,  with  those  tribes  which 
were  to  be  aSeoted  b;  the  bill;  gentlemen 
who  lived  nearer  doubtless  possessed  more  in- 
formatioD  in  relaUon  to  them  than  he  did;  bat 
he  had  seen  letters  from  aeveral  Indian  aeents, 
recommending  the  meaonre  now  under  dison»- 
sion,  though  the  gentleman  from  Uiasoori  might 
have  received  information  of  a  contrary  nature ; 
and  from  these  and  other  information  which 
had  been  before  the  oommitt«e,  he  was  perfectly 
eatisQed  with  its  expediency, 

Mr.  Bkition  observed  that  it  waa,  perhaps, 
Dunecessary  for  bim  to  say  any  thing  on  uie 
subject,  after  the.  eiplonatjon  that  had  been 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
&dian  Affiurs,  (Mr.  Wane)  Mr.  B.  sud  that 
there  was  no  doubt  bat  agents  would  be  op- 
posed to  the  present  arraogement;  that  they 
were  opposed  to  living  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  this  wasone  of  the  greatest  causes  of  jealoosy 
and  hatred.  One  band  of  the  Osages  separated 
fivva  their  nation  on  the  last  day  of  receiving 
the  donation,  charging  the  agent  with  partiality. 
EviJs  of  a  similar  chwwjter  were  constantly  oc- 
onrring;  besides,  one  tribe,  in  passing  to  and 
from  t£e  agency,  comes  in  collision  with  another 
tribe,  and  thus  irritations  and  qnarrels  were 
oontinned.  lie,  Mr.  B.,  knew  of  no  plan  by 
which  these  evils  would  be  more  effectually 
prevented  than  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
measure.  He  olraerved  that  the  bill  does  not 
authorize  the  President  to  divide  the  Indiaa 
tribes,  but  merely,  when  a  division  already 
exists,  to  t^point  a  separate  agent.  He  thought 
lliat  a  division  of  ssluy  corresponding  with  the 
division  of  labor  wonid  have  a  salotary  ten- 
dency, both  with  regard  to  the  Indians  them- 
■elves,  and  the  agents  appointed  to  regulat« 
their  conoema. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroesed, 
and  read  a  third  time — yeas  80,  nays  9. 

UtnrDAT,  Febmar;  8. 
3tr.  FooS*  Btaohtti/m — NuU^fleation. 
Vr.  Rowur  sud :  The  epithet  of  supremacy, 
wliich  is  BO  unceasingly  applied  to  the  court,  is 
calculated  to  swell  l£e  volume  of  their  power, 
in  the  minds  of  the  nnthinking.  Its  supremacy 
ia  entirely  relative,  and  imports  only  that  ap- 
pellat*  and  corrective  iurisdiotion  which  it 
may  exercise  over  the  subordinate  courts  of  tiie 
Geueral  Government  The  apellate  court  of 
every  State  is  just  as  enpreme  as  it  is ;  and  in 
the  same  way,  utd  for  the  same  reasons.  It  is 
not  supreme  in  reference  to  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government ;  nor  has  it  any  sn- 
preroacy  in  reference  to  the  States ;  and  yet  the 
gantieman  QSi,  WxeaixB)  will  have  it  that  this 
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Supreme  Ckiurt,  which  derives  its  title  of  sn 
premacy  from  its  control  over  the  proceedings 
of  inferior  judicial  tribunals,  shall  control  and 
restrain  the  Supreme  Courts  of  the  States,  and 
the  States  themselves.  That  the  mere  modloam 
of  Jndidal  power  which  they  are  permitted  by 
the  States  to  exercise,  shall  be  exert«d  to  control 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  power. 

Sir,  I  deny  that  it,  was  the  intention  of  the 
States,  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  to 
invest  that  tribunal  with  the  power  of  doing  any 
political  act  whatever.  The  power  accorded  to 
that  court  was  purely  jadioial,  and  was  intend- 
ed to  be  so.  If  it  had  been  intended  that  th^ 
shonld  eiercise  the  political  power,  which  la 
not  asserted  for  them,  its  exercise  wontd  have 
been  subjected  to  some  checks,  to  some  respon- 
sibility. It  cannot  be  reasonably  supposed 
that,  after  subjecting  the  exercise  of  political 
power  by  all  the  other  functions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  Judicious  and  well-devised  checks,  it 
was  intended  to  subject  all  to  the  nucheoked 
and  irresponsible  power  of  this  court  Bn^- 
upon  this  point,  I  nave  given  my  opinions  in  a 
previous  part  of  my  argument  I  must,  how- 
ever, be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  judges,  in 
Che  States,  as  well  as  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, even  in  reference  to  the  exercise  of  their 
mere  judicial  powers,  are  left  by  the  coustitn- 
tioQS  dangerously  irrespon^ble.  The  independ* 
ence  of  the  Judiciary  has,  in  my  opinion,  been 
greatly  miBconoeived.  Sir,  lie  true  independ- 
ence of  the  Judges  consists  in  their  dependence 
upon,  and  responsibilitj  to,  the  people.  The 
surest  exemption  from  dependence  upon  any  Is 
mdependence  upon  olL  In  free  governments 
we  have  nothing  more  stable  than  the  will  ot 
the  people.  To  b«  independent  of  that,  is  to  rebel 
agaiJiHt  iJie  principles  of  free  government  It  is 
a  dependence  upon,  and  a  conscions  responsi- 
bilityto,  the  will  of  thepeople,  that  will  bestse- 
cnre  the  Judge  from  local,  partial,  and  personal 
influences.  But  on  what  principle  ahomd  those 
who  administer  the  laws  oe  less  responsible  to 
the  people  than  those  who  moke  them)  The 
laws  operate  as  they  are  expounded,  not  as  they 
are  made.  It  is  in  the  exposition  of  them  th^ 
they  operate  oppressively ;  and  all  responubilily 
is  to  secure  against  oppression.  But  there  caa 
be  no  oppression,  or  scarcely  an;,  without  the 
consent  of  the  judges.  The  judges  are  irrespon- 
sible, and  the  people  are  every  where  oppre^ed  t 
But  I  hold  it  to  be  universally  true  that  all 
power  which  may  be  irresponsibly  exercised, 
will  be  exercised  oppressively.  It  has  always 
been  so ;  it  always  will  be  so ;  for  the  Judges 
are  but  men. 

Bnt  to  return  to  the  Judges  of  the  Sa[iretne 
Oonrt  They  are  anthorLted  "  to  take  Jurisdic- 
tion of  all  causes  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  constitution,  laws  of  Congress,  and  treaties 
mode  pursuant  to  it;  "and  that  constitution, 
together  with  the  treatiM,  and  the  lawsof  Con- 
gress mode  pursuant  to  itare  to  be  ibe  "  so- 

nmmn  Uw  nt  tha  Wid."     Thin  in  their  nower: 


totion,  IftWB  of  Oongreas,  And  treaties.  Now, 
suppose  there  shall  exist,  between  two  of  the 
States,  B  dispute  as  to  tonitorial  boimditi7,  and 
the  Congress  shall  pass  a  law  giving  the  dis- 
pQt«d  territory  to  one  of  the  contending  States :. 
and  suppose  the  judges  shall  affirm  the  vsliditf 
of  this  law ;  most  the  State  whose  territory  has 
been  thus  invaded  and  taken  from  it  by  Oonffrees 
■ubmit  to  the  decision,  or  incor  the  guilt  of 
rebellion?  Is  Ihat  to  be  the  practioal  opera- 
Uon  of  the  gentleman's  doctrine  I  Or,  snppose 
the  temtorul  boundary  of  any  one  of  the  States 
■ball  be  altered  by  treaty,  and  a  portion  of  its 
territoTy  transfeTred  to  a  foreign  power,  and 
the  Sopreme  Oonrt  were  to  dedae  that  the 
treaty  was  oonstitatioiial,  aoat  the  State  Urns 
dismembered  aoquiesoe,  or.  by  resisting,  be 
denounced  as  a  rebel  ?  And  wonld  the  gentle- 
man assert  that  this  operation  was  merely  im- 
podng  a  salntary  restraint  upon  State  sovereign- 
irl  Now,  sir,  I  deny  tliat  the  power  to 
declare  a  law  of  Congress,  or  of  any  of  the 
States,  unoonsUtu  Clonal,  was  ever  conferred,  or 
intended  to  be  conferredj  upon  the  Judiciary  of 
any  of  the  States,  or  of  the  General  GrOTem- 
ment,  as  a  direct  subetantiTe  power.  The  ex- 
erdse  of  this  power  is  incidental  to  the  exercise 
of  the  mere  Judicial  power  which  was  conferred. 
The  validity  of  a  law,  involved  by  a  case,  may 
be  incidentally  decided,  in  deciding  the  law  and 
Justice  of  the  case.  But  the  decision  must  be 
made  with  an  eye  to  the  law  and  justice  of  the 
ease,  and  not  in  reference  to  the  jnst  or  mfjust 
exercise  of  the  levislative  power  which  was  ex- 
erted in  making  tiie  law.  Not  in  the  view  to 
check,  control^  or  restrain  the  le^lative  power. 
It  mnst  be  given  in  the  exercise  of  merely  a 
Judicial,  and  not  of  [loUtical  power. 

Thus  exercising  its  jurisdiotion,  the  oonrt 
would  coinniand  tne  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  people  as  a  judicial  tribunal.  But  when  it 
merges  its  appropriate  jndicial,  in  an  assumed 
political  character ;  when  it  exchanges  its 
ermine  for  the  woolsack  and  the  mace,  and 
asserts  its  right  to  impose  restrunts  upon  the 
■overeignty  of  the  States,  it  should  be  treated 
as  a  usurper,  and  driven  back  by  the  States 


and  the  Just  rights  of  their  citizens,  to  assert 
that  they  are  competent  to  decide  upon  every 
oneation  involving  their  own  sovereignty ;  and 
uiat,  to  Defect  to  ratuntwn  it,  would  be  to  re- 
nonnce  the  character  {n  which  they  formed  the 
oonstitnlitmal  compact  of  union.  That  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  sovereignty  unimpaired, 
by  each  of  the  States,  is  essential  lo  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  and  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  tiiat  to  submit  their  sovereignty  to 
the  control  of  the  Judiciary,  would  be  to  sub- 
■titute  a  Judicial  oligarchy  fbr  the  free  institn- 
tionsemployed  for  s^-govemmentby  the  people. 
All  the  purposes  fbr  which  civil  society  was 
instituted  wtrald  be  defeated  in  the  control  of 
the  States  by  the  Judiciary.  Nothing  less  than 
•overdga  power  Is  competent  to  tbe  numage- , 


ABBnxjMENT  OT  THE 

Jfr.  AoTt  XuolKlwn—yanifeatim. 


[piBBiusT,  issa 

ment  of  ^e  concerns  of  a  StAte,  and  nothing 
less  was  pledged  by  the  States,  in  the  soci^ 
compact,  lor  the  protection  of  the  people.  The 
Btat«  cannot  redeem  this  pledge,  if  it  shall  be 
controlled  by  the  Judiciary.  Tee  Judiciary  will 
govern,  and  not  the  State :  for  ^at  power  that 
governs  those  who  govern,  governs  those  who 
are  governed ;  and  now  can  a  State  protect  its 
citizens  from  oppression,  if  it  is  iteelf  liable  to 
be  oppressed  by  their  oppressor?  So  that  a 
State  is  under  a  political  necessity  to  vindicate 
its  sovereignty  from  any  salutary  restraints 
which  the  Supreme  Oonrtmay  attempt  to  inflict 
upon  it,  by  resistance,  or  whatever  means  it  may. 

For  security  against  oppression  from  abroad. 
we  look  to  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Unitea 
Stetes,  te  be  exerted  according  to  the  compact 
'  union ;  for  security  against  oppression  from 
..jthin,  or  domestic  oppreesion,  we  look  te 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  Now,  ijl 
sovereigns  are  equal ;  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Union :  for  the 
sovereignty  of  each  is  but  a  moral  person.  That 
of  the  State  and  that  of  the  Union  are  each  a 
moral  person,  and  in  that  reepect  precisely 
equal.  In  physical  fbrce,  the  latter  greatly 
transcends  the  former;  but,  in  essential  sov- 
ereignty, they  are  not  only  naturally  bnt  neces- 
sarily equal:  joet  as  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Stete  of  Delaware  is  equal  to  that  of  New 
York,  or  of  Eosaia,  though  the  physical  power 
of  those  sovereignties  are  vastly  diflbrcnt. 

The  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  Union  is  necessary  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Union ;  and  is  it  not  as  necessary 
that  the  soverdgn  power  of  the  State  should 
'  -  ■  -■  '  ■  I  all  domestic  purposes! 
assigned  why  the  latter, 
more  than  the  former,  shoold  be  restrained  by 
the  Supreme  Oouri;?  No  reason  can  exist  for 
the  restraint  of  the  one,  that  does  not  eqaaDy 
apply  to  the  other.  But,  in  truth,  the  iaea  of 
controlling  a  sovereign  State  is  so  inconceivable 
that  I  do  not  know  in  what  terms  to  combat  it. 

I  mnst  be  indulged  in  some  ftuther  inqairies 
in  relation  to  the  unfitness  of  the  Jnd^es  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  exercise  of  this  contnJ- 
lin^  power  over  the  sovereignty  of  the  States^ 
whicn  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  boa  as- 
serted for  them.  What  is  there  belonging  to 
that  oonrt  which  can,  in  the  contemplation  of 
sober  reason,  enUtie  it  to  the  exercise  of  that 
trausoendont  and  all-absorbing  power!  Are 
thejndces  peculiarly  gifted,  and  exempt  from 
the  frailties  incident  to  human  natnref  Are 
they,  and  will  the;  always  be,  pnre  and  infalli- 
' '  ?    Will  they  always  be  free  from  the  inSa- 

le  of  the  selfish  principle,  agunst  which  all 
free  Stetes  have  so  sednlonaly  endeavored  to 
gnard  in  their  constitutions?  On  the  contrary, 
are  they  not,  will  they  not  always  be,  auWeot 
to  those  impulses  of  ambition^  those  prejudice* 
and  partiaHties,  which  are  uniformly  di^layed 
by  those  who  are  at  all  concerned  intheaiscos- 
sion  or  decision  of  political  questions?  I  have 
no  KKbrenoe  to  the  present  incumbents ;  th«y 
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are,  some  of  them,  talented,  and  all  reroeotable 
men ;  they  have  my  respect,  and  if  they  pos- 
Beesed  the  power  of  eontrolliiig  soTereigns,  Uiey 
oiigbt  to  be  worshipped,  beoaose  their  likeness 
baa  never  existed  beneath  the  sun.  Bnt  I 
vonld  ask  agfdn,  if  any  reasonable  man  can 
snppose  tbai  there  is  more  safety  to  the  riahts 
of  tiie  ITi^on,  or  of  tb«  States,  In  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  seven  men  wbo  oom|K)«e 
that  eonrt,  than  in  the  wisdom  and  patriotism 
of  the  million  and  a  half  of  people  who  com- 
pose the  State  of  New  York,  or  even  the  fifty 
or  rixty  tbouaand  who  compose  the  little  Btate 
of  Delawaret  Uostthe  saying  of  the  wise  msa 
be  reversed  In  &vor  of  that  court!  Is  it  no 
longer  tme  that  "  there  is  safety  in  a  muItitTide 
of  ooangel!" 

Does  the  Mntleman  pretend  to  have  dis- 
covered that  the  converse  of  the  propoeitioo  is 
true  t    I  am  snre  that  he  will  prefer  no  such 

ErctcnsioDs  for  it  has  been  long  the  known 
elief  of  aristocrats,  of  monarchs,  and  of  des- 
pots. With  tliem,  it  has  been,  and  slwa,ys  will 
M,  a  oberished  tmt2i,  atnith  sustained  by  their 
votaries,  and  enforced  by  themselves,  at  all 
tjmes^  and  everywhere.  The  monarch  who 
proclaimed  that  "  there  was  safety  in  a  mnlti- 
tade  of  counsel,"  did  not  himself  act  upon  the 

Srinciple  which  he  avowed.  This  priadi>le,  so 
oar  to  repnblios,  was  asaerted  under  the  inspi- 
ration of  tnat  wisdom  wluch  distingoisbed  toe 
monarch  of  Jndea  from  all  otber  men,  of  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above,  llay  I  not  con- 
dade,  then,  that  no  argument  in  favor  of  the 
power  asserted  for  that  court  can  jiutly  be 
drawn  from  the  pauoit^^  of  its  numbers  I  and 
that  evety  argoment  which  can  bo  drawn  from 
the  nmaber  <tf  the  judges  is  agunst  confiding  to 
them  a  control  over  the  States  t  Sir,  if  we 
refer  to  what  may  always  be  supposed  to  be 
the  wisdom,  pori^,  and  pstrioliBm  of  the  Jndges 
of  that  oonrt,  we  cannot  suppose  that  there 
will  ever  be  a  time  when  even  the  smallest 
8t*te  in  the  Union  will  not  have,  engaged  in 
•dministering  its  GoTemment,  a  much  greater 
nomber  of  men,  any  of  whom  wiU,  in  these  re- 
spects, be  the  eqoals  of  thejadges.  They  will 
not  only  be  their  equals  in  patriotjsm,  intelli- 
Renoe^  and  integrity,  bat  greatly  their  superiors 
in  an  utdmate  praotioal  acquaintance  with  the 
conditioo  of  the  p«c^e.  thw  habits,  manners, 
cDstmns,  wants,  and  eqjoymente.  And,  in  ad- 
^tion  to  these,  there  inll  always  be  in  the 
State  a  great  many  oitizena,  as  enlightened  and 
aa  pnce  as  mther  of  the  jndgea,  or  the  State 
fonotiouuies,  whoae  vkUanoe  will  be  employed 
in  cheeking  the  offidab,  asd  restraining  them 
within  the  sphere  of  their  duty. 

And,  let  me  ask,  if  the  enlightened  fonotdon- 
arie*  of  the  State,  and  its  enlightened  (otiiena, 
will  not  alwaja  be  as  mnob  Interested  in  the 
correct  administration  of  the  Qovemment^ 
General  and  State,  in  the  h^^ess  of  the  peo- 
rde,  and  in  the  perpetnitv  ai^  prosperity  of  the 
Union,  asthowBameJn^escanbesappoaedto 
bet    By  what  reason,  thm,  can  it  be  supposed 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRBSS. 

Mr.  Foaf»  SwoAdfiM— JTMUiltaitim. 


the  ftamers  of  the  constitution  were  influenced 
to  have  accorded  such  power  to  the  Judgeal 
It  is  not  expressly  ^ven  in  the  constitotion: 
it  is  presumed  to  have  been  given  by  implica- 
tion. But  how  can  we  obtain  the  power  by 
implication  from  that  instmment,  unless  we  csa 
reasonably  suppose  that  those  who  framed  it 
meant  to  confer  it!  Bnt,  when  we  conmder 
that  this  court  forms  one  department  of  the 
Qovermnent,  which  Qovemment  is  supposed  to 
have  encroached  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
a  State,  can  we  believe  that  the  BtatM,  in 
forming  the  constitution,  intended  to  arm  the 
oonrt  with  the  power  of  deciding  upon  the 
legitimacy  of  its  own  euorosohroenta  t  with  the 
power  of  conservating  its  own  usurpations  by 
its  own  decisions  I  A  law  of  Oongresa,  mado 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitution,  is  admitted, 
on  sll  sides,  to  be  supreme,  and  will  be  Mum- 
eeced  in  and  conformed  to  by  the  States.  Tlw 
question  is,  whether  a  law  in  violation  of  the 
constitution  is  supreme,  or  can  be  made  so  by 
the  court)  Whether  a  State  cannot  form  aa 
opinion  as  to  its  invalidity,  and  interpose  ita 
veto,  where  its  operation  goes  to  deprive  the 
State  of  its  sovereign  power)  I  contend  that 
neither  weakQess  nor  idiocy  can  be  ascribed  to 
a  sovereign  State;  and,  therefore,  that  a  State 
may  both  think  and  act  in  the  maintenance  of 
its  sovereignty. 

Who  ever  before  thon^t  that  one  of  Uie 
parties  to  a  contest  was  a  oompeteutjndge  of 
the  matter  in  dispute  t  For,  although  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  no  party  to  the  consdtn- 
tionsl  compact  of  union — that  having  been  form- 
ed by  the  States,  wbo  are  the  only  parties  to  it 
'—yet  the  Government,  which  was  created  by 
that  compact,  when  it  encroaches  upon  the 
sovereign  power  of  a  State,  may  justly  be  con- 
sidered, giu>ad  the  dispute,  as  a  party  to  the 
contest  with  the  State,  ana,  therefore,  unfit  to 
decide  the  matter  in  controversy.  The  case, 
it  would  seem  to  me,  need  but  be  stated  to  se- 
oure,  with  all  Intelligent  men,  the  reprobation 
of  the  doctrine  contended  for  on  the  part  of  ttm 
court.  Even  in  a  contest  between  school  ohii< 
dren,  about  ihtAr  toys,  or  their  amnsementa, 
neither  will  agree  to  let  the  other  decide  the 
matter  in  dispute.  Sir,  who  does  not  perodve 
that  the  specification  of  the  powen  to  he  ezw- 
oised  by  the  General  Government  was  entirely 
useless,  if  it  was  intended  that  those  wbo  were 
to  exercise  them  were  to  be  the  exdnrive  and 
final  judges  of  the  extent  and  legitimacy  of  their 


the  political  power  of  checking  and  regulatdng  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Departmente  of  the 
GeuerfLl  Oovemmeut,  and  of  impodng  oertain 
salutary  restraints  upon  the  Bovereignliea  of 
the  States,  they  would  not  only  have  equeMed 
that  intention,  bnt  would  have  adopted  and 
suited  the  forms  of  the  oonatitoUm  to  tiie  fldl 
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and  «ffioieiit  exercise  of  that  power.  Have 
tlieydoneBot  Tbisqaestion  mast  be  answered 
in  die  neeatiTe  by  all  who  have  paid  the  slight- 
est  attention  to  the  Bpeoificatdon  of  the  powers, 
allowed  to  be  exercised  bj  the  (General  Govern- 
ment, and  to  tlie  powers  reserved  to  ha  exer- 
cised by  tits  States.  Let  as  snppose  that  the 
House  of  Bepreeentatives  were  torefoseto  per- 
mit Uie  memben,  or  a  portion  of  them,  from  a 
PBrtionlar  State^  to  take  their  seats  in  the  leg^ 
utive  hall  of  Congress ;  and  suppose  the  Senate 
were  to  do  the  like,  in  relation  to  the  Senators 
from  any  one  of  the  States ;  or  that  anj  one 
of  the  States,  or  even  a  m^ority  of  them,  were 
to  reftase  to  elect  Senators  to  Conferees,  or  that 
a  8tat«  were  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
power,  or  were  to  coin  money;  or  let  ns  sap- 
pooe,  mther,  that  a  person  charged  in  any  one 
of  tiie  Statee  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  were  to  flee  to  another,  and  that  other 
were  to  refhse,  upon  the  demand  of  the  Ezeen- 
tive  anthority  of  the  fitate  from  which  he  fled, 
to  deliver  bim  np,  to  be  removed  for  trial  to 
the  State  havintf  jnrisdiction  of  the  crime:  by 
what  forma  of  the  oonstjtation  can  thejadioial 
power  of  the  United  States  interfere  in  any  of 
these  caaea,  or  in  a  hundred  others  which  might 
be  named  t  Sir,  this  mighty  State-cooserving 
power  will  be  found,  when  Bnbjeoted  to  the 
■omtiny  of  reason,  to  consist  more  in  the  fancy 
of  thoee  who  are  desirons  to  see  one  splendid 
central  Kovemment  supply  the  place  of  the  sov- 
eitigQ  ^ates,  tiian  in  the  nature  and  genius  of 
onr  Govemmenta,  or  in  the  intention  of  the 
States  in  forming  the  constitntional  compact 
of  miion.  And  the  great  error  which  lies  at 
the  root  of  thia  monstroDs  doctrine,  is  in  the 
erroneons  supposition  that  the  Stsitea,  when 
they  formed  the  constitntion,  divested  them- 
selves  o^  and  delegated  to,  the  General  OoT- 
emment,  all  the  sovereign  power  which  may 
be  rightly-  exercised  by  ttie  latter,  and  that  they 
are  less  sovereign  by  so  mnoh  power  as  may  tie 
thus  exercised.  That  this  sovereign  power,  so 
delegated  by  the  constitution,  is  mysteriously 
lodged  in  that  instroment,  and  exercised  by  the 
Ooneral  Government  in  virtue  of  that  lodgment. 
Sir.  let  me.juBt  say  that  sovereign  power  is  an 
article  that  will  not  keep  cold.  Others  think 
that  this  power  abides  m  the  functionaries  of 
the  Oorermnent,  and  almost  all  believe,  that, 
let  it  be  lodged  where  it  may,  it  is  ont  of  the 
States  and  belwigs  to  the  General  Government. 
That  thoae  who  formed  the  constitution  ont 
the  sovereignty  of  each  State  into  tvo  psrta, 
and  gave  mnoh  the  largest  portion  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  I  nope  that  I  hav&  In  a 
wevious  part  of  my  argument,  snfBciently  re- 
nted those  erroneous,  and,  as  I  think,  mia- 
obievotu  uotiona,  and  proved  that  sovereignty 
cannot  exist  in  a  divided  state ;  that  its  onity 
and  ite  life  are  inseparable;  and  let  me  here 
■ddf  that  yon  might  as  well  divide  the  human 
will ;  we  can  conceive  of  ten  thousand  diversi- 
taea  of  )ta  operation,  but  we  cannot  conceive  of 
lt>  separation  into  parta,  neither  can  we  con- 


ceive of  the  seiwratiim  of  sovereignty.  It  is  the 
will  of  civil  society ;  which  society  is  a  perara 
whose  will,  in  all  its  modes  of  operation,  like 
the  will  of  a  hnman  being,  cannot,  without 
destroying  the  person,  be  divided  or  separated 
intoparo^;  for  then  it  will  be  estingoished, 
not  divided. 

But,  1  maj[  be  asked,  to  what  tribnnal  I  would 
refer  a  qneaBon,  involving  the  sovereign  power 
of  a  Statet  I  answer,  most  certainly  not  to 
the  asaulant  of  that  power,  not  to  the  General 
Govemment,  which  shall  have  usurped  it,  and 
still  less  to  the  judicial  department  of  that  Gov- 
ernment. And  in  my  tnm,  I  would  ask  to 
what  tribunal  should  be  referred  an  encroach- 
ment by  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the  sovereign 
power  of  a  State ;  for  that  court  can  not  only 
affirm  an  nnconstitutioual  taw,  which  innniln 
the  sovereignty  of  a  State,  but  it  can,  by  con- 
BtmcCion,  (as  we  have  in  too  many  instances 
seen,)  give  an  nnconstitntional  efBcacy  to  a  per^ 
feotly  oonstitntional  law.  It  can,  as  we  have 
BCMi,  usnrp  the  exercise  of  legialative  powo', 
and  under  the  denomination  of  rules  of  conrt, 
make  laws  under  which  the  citizens  of  a  State 
may  be  imprisoned  contrary  to  law.  Sir,  the 
Congress  have  been  obliged  to  interpose  to  pre- 
vent the  exerciM  of  this- usurped  power  of  the 
Jndgea  over  the  citisens  of  at  least  one  of  the 
States;  I  mean  the  State  of  Kentucky.  And 
now,  dr,  the  power  of  that  State  to  legislate 
over  ila  own  soil,  aw^ts  upon  the  docket  the 
decision  of  that  tribonal. 

Bnt  sappose  the  Congress,  instead  o!  reatr^- 
ing,  as  it  did,  thejndgw  of  that  court,  from  in- 
carcerating the  citiiens  under  cdor  of  their 
rules  of  court,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
8tal«,  had  rerased  to  interfere ;  to  what  tribu- 
nal must  the  State  have  appealed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  her  dtisens  against  lawless  incaroera- 
tiont  The  honorable  Senator  would  say,  to 
the  Snpreme  Court ;  to  that  very  tribniud 
which  had  committed  the  outrage.  I  answer 
emphatically,  no.  The  sovereign  power  of  the 
State  shonld  have  been  exertod  for  the  protec- 
tion of  its  own  citizens.  It  can  and  ought  to 
reftise  to  the  conrt  the  use  of  ita  prisons,  for 
purposes  so  oppressive  to  its  citiiens,  and 
snbverwve  of  its  sovereign  power.  It  ought  to 
exert  its  own  governmental  maclUnery  to  the 
extent  of  all  ^eir  aptitudes,  and  of  its  own 
power,  to  protect  its  own  citizens  agtdnst  ag- 
gressions so  lawless  and  so  enormous. 

In  such  a  case,  the  State  should  qipeal  to  its 
own  sovereign  gower,  and  decide  for  itaelfl 
Indeed,  in  every  case  involving  its  sover^gnty, 
it  most  do  so,  or  renounce  its  sovereign  charac- 
ter. Whether  it  shall  exert  its  self-protecting 
power,  through  the  organs  of  its  government, 
or  through  a  convention,  or  by  what  other 
means  it  may,  will  depend  upon  the  character 
of  the  aggression.  Every  State  must  speak  its 
will  through  one  or  the  other  of  those  mediam& 
It  may  use  the  former  or  employ  the  latter,  ac- 
cording to  its  own  opinion  fd  th«r  respectiva 
fitness  for  the  nrgency. 
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And  what,  yon  will  ask  me,  will  be  the  result 
of  this  reaiBtaiioe  by  a  State,  of  an  noooaatita- 
tional  lavr  of  Congress,  or  an  onconstitDtional 
deoiaion  of  the  Snpreme  Coort?  I  answer, 
that  the  first  result  will  be,  the  preservation  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  of  the  liberty 
of  ita  citizens,  at  least  for  a  time.  The  next 
result  will  be,  that  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  the  other  States  will  be  awakened  to  the 
aggression,  and  the  Congress,  or  tlie  Supreme 
Oonrt,  whiohever  ahal!  have  been  the  ag- 
gressor, will  be  driven  back,  into  the  sphere  of 
its  legitimacy,  by  the  rebnking  foroe  of  pnblio 
opinion.  Snch  was  the  result  of  the  nulliMng 
resolutions  of  the  States  of  Yireiata  and  Sen- 
tnoky,  in  relation  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
And  snch  was  the  rebuking  effect  of  public 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  funoos  oompeimtdon 

Bat  if  these  results  shonld  not  follow,  jon 
ask  me  what  next?  Unst  the  State  forb^  to 
resist  the  aggression  upon  her  sovereiraty,  and 
submit  to  be  shorn  of  it  altogether  ?  I  answer, 
no,  sir,  no;  that  she  must  mwitun  her  sov- 
ereignty by  every  means  within  her  power. 
She  is  good  for  nnthing,  even  worse  than  good 
for  notning,  without  it.  This,  you  will  tell  me, 
mngt  lead  to  civil  war.  To  war  between  the 
General  OoverTunent  and  the  reeisting  State, 
I  answer,  not  at  all,  unless  the  General  Gov- 
ernment shall  oboose  to  consecrate  its  usurpa- 
tions by  the  blood  of  those  it  shall  have  at- 
tempts to  oppress.  And  if  the  States  shall  be 
lod,  Dy  apprehensions  of  that  kind,  to  submit 
to  encroai^raeuts  upon  tboir  sovereignties,  they 
will  most  certainly  not  remain  sovereigns  long. 
Fear  is  ft  bad  oootuellor,  of  even  an  individod^; 
it  should  never  be  consulted  by  a  sovereign 
State. 

No,  sir,  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress,  in- 
gtesd  of  shedding  the  blood  of  the  citizens,  who 
assert  the  sovereignty  of  their  State  and  resist 
its  prostration,  to  refer  the  question  to  an  in- 
finitely more  exalted  tribunal  than  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  moan  to  the  States  of  this  Union. 
They  formed  the  oonstitutioa ;  they  are  fit 
jad^  of  questions  involving  sovereignty,  being 
themselves  sovereigns.  The  fifth  article  of  the 
constitution  provides  for  the  case.  It  reads 
thus ;  "  The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of 
both  Houses  shall  deem  it  neoeeeary  to  propose 
amendments  to  this  oonstitntion,  &c.,  &o,,  which 
when  ratified  by  the  Le^atores  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions 
in  three-fonrths  thereof  (not  of  the  people  at 
large,  but  of  the  States,)  shall  be  valid,  to  all 


tote  the  august  tribunal  to  whioh  Oongress  can 
refer  the  qnestion.  To  this  tribunal  Uie  State 
can  have  no  objection,  because  it  was  created 
by  the  constitutional  compact;  because  the 
power  of  ajnending  the  constitution  was  ac- 
corded to  it  In  that  compact. 

I  state  the  case  thus :  The  powers  which  the 
States,  in  their  constitutional  compact,  have 
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allowed  the  Oonend  Government  to  exercise, 
are  special.  The  agents  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  exercise  of  those  special  powers,  have,  as 
one  of  the  States  alleges,  transcended  their 
specific  limits,  and  infringed  npon  their  sover- 
eignty. The  State  resists  the  exercise  of  the 
Eower  of  which  it  complains,  as  unauthorized 
y  any  stipulation  in  the  compact,  and  as  in- 
compatible with  its  owa  rights  and  duties  as  a 
sovereign.  The  agents,  as  functionaries  of  the 
Qeneral  Government,  say  that  the  exercise  of 
the  obnoxious  power  is  within  their  legitimate 
competency ;  but  rather  than  be  thought  fasti- 
diously nice,  or  perversely  obstinate,  modestly 
propose  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall  decide 
the  matter.  The  State  replies  that  it  cannot, 
without  violating  every  principle  of  congmity 
and  self-respect,  submit  any  question,  in  rela- 
tion  to  its  own  sovereignty,  to  any  portion  of 
the  subalterns  of  the  States.  That  it  is  itself; 
in  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  the  judge  of  its  own 
rights,  and  bound  as  a  sovereign  to  maintain 
them.  That  while  a  sovereign  State  cannot, 
decently  be  supposed  to  violate  the  clear  rights 
of  the  General  Government,  it  cannot  reason- 
ably be  required  to  surrender  ita  own  obvious 
rights  to  the  assertion  of  dubious  powers  on 
the  port  of  that  Government.  That  the  right 
of  sover^gnty  in  the  State  is  clear  and  unques- 
tionable. That  the  right,  under  the  allied 
authority  of  which  ita  sovereignty  has  been 
assailed,  if  it  ensts  at  all,  must  exist  in  specific 
grant.  That  the  denial  of  its  legitimate  exist- 
ence by  a  sovereign  State  onght  to  induce  the 
Gienerd  Government  either  to  abstain  from 
exercising  it,  or  to  call  upon  the  States  to  re- 
move all  doubt  abont  its  legitimacy,  in  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  by  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  three-fonrths  of  their  number. 

Let  me  urge  that  this  reply  of  the  State  ]b 
very  reasonable,  infinitely  more  so  than  the 
proposition  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  which  it  is  made.  For  if  the  power  in 
question  does  not  exist  in  the  constitution,  and 
is  believed  to  be  necessary  for  any  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  Union,  the  States  will,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  accord  its  exer- 
cise to  the  General  Government.  Or  if  its 
existence  in  the  constitution  is  dubious,  they 
will,  by  an  amendment  couched  in  explicit 
terms,  remove  all  doubt;  and  thus,  sir,  the 
Government  will  avoid  the  tumult,  confusion, 
and,  perhaps,  bloodshed,  which  might  be  con- 
nected with  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  to  diveat  a  State  of  ita 
sovereignty,  and  anbdne  it  by  force  into  vas- 
salage This  is  the  course  which  the  General 
Oovemmont  ought  to  take  in  a  question  between 
itself  and  a  sovereign  State,  in  relation  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  latter,  and  the  legitimacy  of 
the  power  exerted  by  itself  in  derogation  of 
that  sovereignty. 

I  say  that  Congress  shoold  take  this  course- 
that  Congress  should  make  the  appeal  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  States,  because  it  clums  to  ex- 
ercise aspe4^  power,  and  reason  requires  tha^ 
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when  the  ezistonoe  of  the  powe^,  or  the  legiti 
maaf  of  its  ezerdse,  it  qoestioiied  by  s  sovereigii 
Btate.  it  ahoold  be  able  to  show  its  anthoritj 
free  from  aU  doabt  It  is  npcn  rationa]  princi- 
ple that,  in  all  Oovenunente,  coarts  of  special 
amd  limited  jurisdictioQ  are  required  to  acoom- 
panjr  their  acts  with  Uie  aatnority  b?  which 
thej  were  done;  and  their  doings,  unless  their 
power  to  act  is  clearlj  shown,  are  considered 
as  lawleaa  and  void.  Sir,  this  principle  limits 
the  exercise  of  all  special  powers,  whether 
legislative,  ezecutire,  or  Jadicial.  A  common 
corporation,  chartered  bj  a  State,  mnat  bo  able 
to  show  in  its  charter  an  explicit  antbority  for 
whatever  power  It  claima  to  exerdse,  and  its 
acta  are  void,  unless  its  power  to  do  them  Is  ex- 
plidtl;  eranted  in  its  charter.  If  the  power 
under  wbioh  It  claims  to  act  be  dnbions,  in- 
stead of  perufiting  to  act,  it  mnst  obtain  from 
the  LegislBtnre  an  amendment  of  its  charter,  or 
abandon  its  claim  to  the  power  of  acting  quoad. 
Now  all  the  reasons  which  appljr  to  the  smallest 
corporation,  in  relation  to  its  chartered  powers, 
appl;  with  eqnal,  with  increased  force,  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
constitntion,  its  charter.  It  is  a  stapendous 
corporation,  and  becomes  fearful  in  powers, 
when  it  claims  for  its  jndicial  department  tlie 
exclusive  right  of  leguizing,  hj  its  decisions, 
the  encroachments  made  bv  itself  upon  the 
Bovereignty  of  the  States.  The  constitntion  is 
its  (barter.  Its  powers  are  special  and  limited. 
To  be  safelj  exercised,  thej  must  be  confined 
witliin  the  clear  limits  of  the  charter.  If  those 
limits  mav  be  transcended,  all  limitation  was 
useless.  If  dubious  powers  ma;  be  exercised 
and  enforced,  then  specification  was  useless. 
It  is  upon  this  principle  that  officers  of  Govern- 
ment, before  thej  can  do  any  official  act,  must 
exhibit  their  commissions  —  their  authority. 
No  man  occupies  a  seat  in  this  bod;,  without 
having  exhibited  a  clear  title  to  it;  and  it 
might  as  reasonably  be  urged  that  he  could  take 
his  seat  by  force,  without  exhibiting  title,  or 
upon  a  donbtfiil  title,  as  that  the  Goueral  Gov- 
ernment shall  exert  hy  force,  a  non-existing  or 
dubious  power.  If  a  doubt  had  existed  in  the 
title  of  the  honorable  Senator  to  a  seat  in  this 
body,  be  would  have  to  go  back  and  Ket  his 
title  so  amended  as  to  remove  ^  doubt,  before 
he  could  occupy  his  seat.  So  the  Congrees,  In 
relation  to  the  exercise  of  even  a  doubtful  power, 
should  go  back  to  the  States,  and  obtain,  bj  an 
amendment  of  their  title,  a  removal  of  all  doubt 
as  to  its  legitimacy. 

But  another  reason  why  Oongress,  and  not 
the  iniured  and  resisting  State,  shoald  make  the 
appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  the  States,  is,  that  an, 
appeal  by  the  State  would  be  as  unavailing  as 
It  would  be  unwise.  A  m^ority  of  the  States 
have  passed  the  obnoxious  and  questionable 
law  complained  of  by  the  State.  The  State 
therefore  cannotmaketbe  appeal  efficiently;  the 
Oongress  oan.  The  State  cannot  do  more  than 
she  has  done.  She  must  only  poise  herself  npon 
her  sovereignty,  and  renst  its  prostration.  The 
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do  more.  It  can  appeal  to  and 
obtain  from  the  States  an  explicit  dedsion  at 
the  qoeetion.  And  if  it  shall  ail  to  make  the 
appral,  and  obtun  the  decision  of  that  tribu- 
nal a^rming  its  power,  it  shall  decline  all 
furtlier  attempts  to  exert  it.  But  again,  the 
State  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  sovereign,  and  its 
sovereignty  is  acknowledged  to  be  necessary  to 
the  liberty  of  its  citizens,  and  its  own  exist- 
ence as  a  State.  Its  power  is  primitive,  clear, 
and  certain.  That  of  the  Government  bj 
which  it  is  assailed  is  derivative  and  doubtful; 
can  any  reasonable  man  say  that  the  former 
should  yield  to  the  latter,  npon  any  other  prin- 
ciple than  that  the  latter  is  as  abundant  in  force 
as  it  is  deficient  in  right  ?  Reason  itself  would 
aay^  that  the  natural  state  of  things  should  re- 
mam  unaltered,  unless  the  anthority  for  re- 
moving or  altering  them  shall  befull,  clear,  and 
legitimate. 

Throughout  this  debate  the  States  have  been 
treated  as  restless,  qaenitous,  impatient,  disor- 
ganizing beings.  It  seems  to  have  been  taken 
for  granted  that  they  are  either  too  dull  to 
comprehend  the  provisions  of  the  constittitioD, 
or  too  unprincipled  to  observe  and  maintain 
them.     That  the  zeal  to  mainttun  the  XTnion  and 


the  General  Government^  that  the  States  feel 
none  of  it.  Now,  let  us  examine  into  this  matter 
a  little.  All  intelligent  men  act  from  motive. 
The  States  that  formed  the  Union  were  com- 

fiosed  of  inteUigent  men.  The  motives  which 
ed  to  the  formation  of  the  constitution  were, 
to  promote  the  happiness,  tranqnillity,  liberty, 
and  security,  of  the  people  of  the  States.  In 
furtherance  of  these  great  objects,  the  States 
agreed,  in  that  instrument,  to  exert  their  sov- 
ereign power  jointly,  in  making  war,  peace,  and 
treaties,  and  levying  money,  and  regulating 
commerce,  &e.  Their  powers  were  to  b« 
exerted  through  the  agency  of  the  General 
Government.  Now,  can  it  be  supposed  that 
the  motives  which  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
Union  have  ceased  to  exist— have  evaporated ! 
That  the  people  of  the  States  are  less  tnolined 
to  be  happy,  tranquil,  prosperous,  secure,  and 
free,  now,  uian  they  were  when  the  Union  was 
formed)  Or  that  their  perceptions  of  its 
utility  are  less  distinct  and  strong  now,  that  its 
benencial  efiecta  have  been  experienced,  than 
tliey  were  then,  when  its  beneficial  effects  were 
only  anticipated!  The  StAt«smade  the  consti- 
tution, and  formed  a  more  perfect  Union,  under 
the  ooaviction  that  it  was  needed.  Have  oc- 
currences since  that  time  been  calculated  to 
prove  that  their  convictions  of  its  utility  and 
necessity  were  erroneoosl  Have  they  given 
any  indications  to  that  effect  f  I  believe  not. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  evinced,  from  tfao 
period  of  its  formation,  up  till  this  very  moment 
m  which  I  am  speaking,  no  sentiment  in  rela- 
tion to  any  subject,  so  strongly  as  that  of  an 
affectionate  regard  for,  and  devotion  to,  th« 
Union.     Why  then  this  inquietude  about  th» 
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Union  T  "Wtj  is  the  genQemau  luspirad  at  thia 
time  with  sach  a  devotion  to  its  cooaolidation! 
Then  WB3  a  time,  during  the  late  war,  when 
Boms  zeal  on  that  sntiject  was  Mt ;  but  at  that 
tlme^  the  reasons  for  it  were  apparent  to  all. 
For  myself  I  regard  it  aa  the  nmon  of  twenty - 
four  sovereign  States,  and  rely  more  npon  their 
intelligenoe  and  zeal  for  its  snpport  and  oon- 
^DBDoe,  than  I  do  npon  the  power  of  the  Bn- 
preme  Oonrt,  or  the  inordinate  zeal  of  any 
^ven  number  of  politicians.  It  is  npon  the 
people  of  the  Statw,  and  not  npon  the  politi- 
cians, that  solid  reliance  is  to  be  placed  for  the 
oontinnaoce  and  jost  operation  of  all  oni  insti- 
tutions. They  will  mamtun  md  vindicate  the 
Union,  not  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  certain 
salntoiy  restraints  npon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Btatee,  bnt  for  the  high  purposes  and  objects 
fbr  which  it  was  formed.  Utility  was  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  fbrmed;  and  while  it 
snbserves  that  pnrpose,  it  will  he  muatiuned. 
Bat  when  parposes  of  splendor  and  magnifl- 
oenoe,  of  pageantry  and  parade,  shall  snpereedo 
thoee  for  wuioh  it  was  formed ;  whenever  it 
eh^  be  supposed  that  the  sovereign  States  of 
which  it  is  composed  mnst  be  whipped  by  the 
patriotic  faQctionaries  of  the  General  Govem- 
tnent  into  the  support  of  it ;  whenever  its  con- 
tinuance shall  be  made  to  depend  upon  the 
power  of  the  Supreme  Court,  exerted  in  snbdn- 
mg  to  its  snpport  the  sovereign  States;  when- 
ever the  compact  of  Union  sbtdl  be  so  constmed 
as  to  give  to  the  General  Government  the  right 
of  deciding  upon  the  validity  of  its  own  en- 
oroachments  upon  the  sovereignties  of  the 
States;  and,  let  me  add,  whenever  the  States 
cease  to  mtuntun  their  Bovereignty,  and  their 
own  competency  to  maintdn  it  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  General  Government,  then, 
indeed,  will  the  dnration  of  this  Union  become 
problematical. 

"We  should  never  forget  that  the  greatest 
good,  when  perverted,  becomes  the  greatest 
erlL  The  Union,  while  it  continnes  to  be 
what  it  was  when  it  was  formed,  and  what  it 
was  intended  it  should  continne  to  be,  a  Union 
of  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  will 
be  considered  by  the  States  as  the  greatest 
conceivable  political  good ;  and  for  the  m^n- 
tenance  and  support  of  which  the  people  of  the 
Btates  would,  when  the  occasion  should  de- 
mand it,  ponr  out  their  blood  like  water.  Bnt, 
even  in  their  high  estimation  of  it,  they  do  not 
hold  it  as  the  greatest  good.  There  is  one  etill 
better,  still  more  preoions,  which  they  rate  in- 
finitely higher.  It  is  their  Uberty;  and  for 
the  people  to  be  free,  the  Btates  mufft  be  free ; 
and  no  State  can  be  free,  the  eoverdgnty  of 
which  is  subject  to  the  control  of  another— is 
subject  to  cert^n  restraints,  however  salutary, 
imposed  by  the  jadicial  department  of  another 
Government.  But,  I  feel  confident  that,  while 
oyer  the  Union  conduces  to  the  maintenanoe 


aioiij  they  will  oast  it  off  and  form  one  more 
perfect.  That  is,  if  they  retain  the  spirit  of 
freedom :  if  the;  do  not,  it  matters  but  UtUe 
what  kind  of  Government  they  have. 

And,  indeed,  npon  the  doctrine  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator,  relative  to  the  power  of  the 
Supreme  Gonrt  over  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  I  cannot  see  what  is  to  prevent  a  perfect 
consolidation  of  the  Governiaent,  and  conao- 

Suent  monarch;  or  despotism.  We  have  now, 
'  he  is  right,  a  fearful  oligarchy.  Nothing  bat 
the  forbearance  of  that  tribunal  can  save  us; 
we  are  denied  the  light  of  Eaving  ourselves. 
The  States  mnst  yield  obedience  to  their  sov- 
ereign mandate ;  must  doff  their  sovereigntj  at 
the  nod  of  the  jndgea.  They  cannot  interpose 
their  veto,  bat  mnst  submit  to  any  salntarj 
restriunts  which  the  judges  may  choose  to  in- 
flict upon  their  sovereigntira.  Sir,  the  power 
of  imperial  Home,  in  her  proadeat  days,  was 
not  anperior  to  that  assertea  by  the  gentleman 
for  the  Supreme  Oonrt^  nor  were  the  humblest 
of  her  provinces  in  a  condition  more  abject  than 
that  of  these  Stetes,  according  to  his  doctrine. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  condition  of  these 
States!  They  are  not  to  renst  encroachments 
npon  their  own  sovereignty;  resistance  with 
them  is  crime.  The  Uongress  will  not  resist 
encroachments  made  by  the  Judiciary  npon 
Btate  sovereignty,  because  that  encroachment 
is  bnt  a  salutary  restrunt,  and  because  the 
decision  of  the  oonrt  may,  and  no  donbt  often 
wilL  be  but  an  affirmanoe  of  encroachment  by 
the  legislative  department  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  so  that,  sooner  or  later,  State  righto 
will  be  named  only  to  point  a  sarcasm,  or  to 
excite  a  smile  of  derision.  Indeed  a  smile  of 
that  kind  may  even  now  be  seen  mantling  upon 
the  faces  of  some  gentlemen  when  that  snbjeot 
is  named.  Bir,  these  rights  are  exercised  by 
the  Stetes  in  relation  to  subjects  within  their 
own  territorial  limits,  and  in  a  manner  so  tittle 
imposing  as  to  attract  bnt  little  attention  from 
withont.  The  exercise  of  them  is  as  obscure 
as  it  is  i>enefldal.  A  Stete,  in  regulating  ite 
domiciliary  concerns,  exerts  its  sovereign  power 
without  its  exterior  trappings;  wit£ont  the 
usual  lustre  and  imposing  glare  of  national  sov- 
errign^.  It  never  appears  in  court  dreae.  It 
baa  no  navy,  no  army,  no  diplomacy,  no  bound- 
leas  revenue.  In  relation  to  oU  these  sattjeots, 
the  sovereign  power  of  each  ia  exercised  jointly 
with  that  of  the  others.  The  General  Govern- 
ment, through  whose  agency  the  aovereim 
power  of  the  Stetes  jointly  is  exerted,  in  rela- 
tion to  all  these  subjects,  withont  having  any 
national  characteristic,  without  being  more  than 
a  mere  fidnciary  for  the  Btetes,  is  surronnded 
with  the  splendors  and  the  patronage  of  anation. 
And  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  there 
are  many  influenced  by  appearances,  not  leas 
disposed  to  ascribe  to  it  nnqnalified  power, 
than  some  of  its  ftmctionaries  are  to  assume  and 
exercise  It. 

But  the  whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  has 
gone  npon  the  predication  that  tiie  Stetes  arg 


to  be  kept  in  order  by  coercion  only.  That, 
but  for  the  controlling  power  of  the  Snpreme 
Conrt^  they  would  transcend  their  appropriate 
spheres,  and  usurp  the  powers  asaigDed  by  the 
conatttQtioD  to  the  General  Qovemment.  Now, 
sir,  in  what  instance,  I  would  ask,  has  any 
State  displayed  such  a  dispo^tion?  What  ex- 
ertion of  power,  by  any  one  of  them,  since  the 
formation  of  the  coDstitntion,  has  been  of  that 
character!  When  did  any  one  of  the  States 
attempt  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  power, 
or  wiUi  any  of  the  other  Statea!  Has  any 
of  them  attempted  to  make  war,  to  coin  mo- 
ney, to  regulate  conunerce,  to  grant  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  to  ere<i  a  navj,  to  rtuse  and 
snpmirt  armies  I  or  to  do  any  other  act,  or  ex- 
erciseanyof  thereat  powers  separately,  which 
they  had  agreed  in  the  constitation  to  exercise 
jointly  I  flaa  any  State  failed  to  send  its  pro- 
portion of  members  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atJTes,  or  its  two  members  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States ;  or  denied  foil  faith  and  credit 
to  the  p' 
Ings 

lated,  or  attempted  to  violate,  the  constitution, 
in  any  of  these  particulars.  I  mention  them, 
because  in  no  one  of  them  could  the  Judiciary 
have  interposed  its  restraining  power,  even  if 
it  were  posaessed  by  that  department  to  the 
extent  contended  for.  It  could  not,  by  (he 
forma  of  the  constitution,  have  reached  any  one 
of  the  caaes,  by  any  conceivable  exertion  of  its 
power.  What,  then,  restrained  the  States  from 
violating  the  constitution,  in  any  of  the  particu- 
lars which  I  have  enumerated  !  If  they  are  as 
prone  to  transcend  the  limits  of  their  power  as 
they  are  represented  lo  be,  one  would  think 
that,  in  the  course  of  fifty  years,  some  instance 
of  violation  most  have  occorred.  No,  sir ;  the 
security  of  the  constitution  irom  inroads  upon  it 
by  the  States,  is  to  be  found  in  that  wisdom  which 
is  always  associated  with  sovereignty.  If  the 
confluent  wilL  and  the  concentrated  wisdom  of 
the  people  who  compose  a  State,  is  not  to  be 
connded  in,  on  what  else  nnder  Heaven,  I  ask, 
can  confidence  be  placed !  That  will  is  neces- 
sarily pure,  because  it  is  the  will  of  the  people ; 
not  B3  people,  but  as  citizens.  It  is  the  will  of 
all  in  relation  to  each,  and  of  no  one  in  relation 
to  himself  specially ;  and  there  is  not  a  man,  or 
set  of  men,  on  earth,  who,  if  they  can  be  freed 
from  selfish  influences,  will  not  act  justly.  Bir, 
that  is  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of  the 
States ;  their  sentiments  are  all  of  that  charac- 
ter ;  they  are  discolored  in  their  operation  by 
the  selfish  influences  of  the  pohtjcal  fidociaries 
through  whose  agency  they  take  effect;  and 
this  oiscoloration,  which  is  produced  by  the 
functionaries,  is  charged  ni>on  the  citizens.  It 
is  the  fanctionartes,  then,  and  not  the  citizens. 
who  are  to  he  feared ;  and  those  of  the  General 
Government  not  less  than  those  of  the  States ; 
and  with  both,  those  are  most  to  be  feared  who 
are  least  responsible  to  the  citizens ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  Judiciary  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
any  other  department.    What  motives,  let  me 
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repeat,  can  the  States  have,  to  weaken  or 
destroy  the  Union  t  They  formed  it,  and,  after 
all,  they  have  the  power  of  m^ntoining  or 
destroying  iL  It  lives  in  the  breath  of  uieir 
nostrils ;  in  their  intelligence ;  in  their  affec- 
tions ;  and  their  conscious  need  of  it.  It  waa 
not  formed  by  them  under  the  coercive  influence 
of  the  Supreme  Court ;  it  was  the  oSapring  of 
the  nnreatrained  and  onconstruned  sovereign- 
tjee  of  the  States,  Sir,  the  doctrine  ooutended 
for  is  parricidal :  it  is  for  the  destruction  of  the 
parent  by  its  ofispring :  it  is  not  the  doctrin* 
of  Jefferson,  or  Aodison,  or  Hamilton.  Bnt  I 
am  averse  uom  qnotation;  a  doctrine  shottld 
be  approved  or  reprobated,  not  t>ecause  it  hat^ 
or  has  not,  the  sanction  of  this  or  that  distin- 
guished man,  but  because  it  is  intrinsically  right 
or  wrong.  I  am  opposed  to  the  government  of 
Uving  men,  still  more  of  the  detul.  Onr  Gov- 
ernment shonld  be  that  of  laws,  through  the 
agency  only  of  men.  Every  civil  society,  large 
enough  to  constitute  and  muntain  itself  as  a 
State,  should  govern  itself  by  its  own  will, 
through  the  mediiuu  of  such  devices  as  its  wis- 
dom shall  select.  It  shonld  act  jointly  with  its 
associates,  in  reference  to  foreign  objects,  and 
separately  in  reference  to  its  interior  concenu; 
but  it  shonld  maintain  its  sovereignty  by  all 
means,  and  at  all  hazards :  for  there  is  not,  in 
the  catalogue  of  evila,  a  tangle  one  so  much  to 
be  deprecated  by  a  State  as  the  prostration  of 
its  sovereignty :  it  is  the  loss  of  their  liberty, 
to  the  people  who  compose  it. 

Every  policy  whicn  has  a  tendency  to 
humiliate  the  States,  either  by  force  or  aeduo- 
tion,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  deprecated.  It 
is  a  tendency  towards  the  consolidation  of  the 
Government,  and  the  slavery  of  the  people. 
Bevenne,  for  the  some  reasons,  should  not  be 
unnecessarily  accumulated  in  the  public  treasory. 
The  money,  not  needed  by  the  Government, 
should  not  be  exacted  from  the  people.  It 
should  be  left  in  their  pockets;  there  it  in- 
creases the  incentives  to  industry,  and  the  fadli- 
tios  to  reward  it.  When  the  treasury  of  s 
monarch  overflows,  his  subjects  bleed :  for  war 
ia  the  game  at  which  monarclia  delight  to  pl&y, 
when  they  have  money  to  bet.  When  tha 
revenues  of  a  republic  are  redundant,  pecola- 
tion,  fraud,  and  corruption  nestle  aboat  the 
treasury.  Among  free  governments,  that  ia 
the  best  which  promotes  the  happmeas  and 
protects  the  rights  of  the  people,  at  the  least  ax- 
pense.  The  people  get  their  money  by  labor : 
whatever  the  Government  takes  of  it,  mcve 
than  is  necessary  to  pay  the  juat  eipensea  of  its 
administration,  is,  to  the  extent  of  the  exoeae^ 
an  infliction  of  slavery  upon  them.  Bev^tue 
beyond  the  necessary  expenses  of  this  Govera- 
mentcan  onlybenecessary  for  pun>osea  of  con- 
solidation not  of  the  Union,  but  of^the  Govern- 
ment. 

Every  institntion  of  man  is  purer  at  its  oaat- 
mencement  than  at  any  after  period  of  its  his- 
tory. There  is  in  all  human  institutions  a  fatal 
proclivity  to  degeneraoj :  even  the  iiutitiitiQiis 
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of  onr  hrfy  religion  degenerate,     Henoe  the 

Cple  of  every  OoTemment  hare  tbeir  choice 
ireen  reform  and  revolution.  Tliej  most 
do  the  one,  experience  the  other,  or  enbinit  to 
vaasalage.  But  even  refonn  Is  derided  doiv. 
Ko  doctrines  are  well  received  that  do  not  t«nd 
to  centre  all  power  in  the  General  Government, 
and  oondace  to  the  annihilation  of  the  sover- 
eivntj  of  the  Statee,  and  the  erection  upon  their 
mina  of  a  magnificent  empire ! 

I  am,  with  mj  whole  heart,  and  in  all  its  feel- 
ings, in  favor  of  the  Union ;  but  it  is  tha  TTnifm 
of  the  States,  and  not  on  indiEOTiminat«  anion 
of  the  people.  I  would  not,  hj  conatraotion, 
or  otherwise,  reduce  the  States  to  mere  petty 
oorporations,  and  make  ihem  sobservient  to  a 
jodicial  oligarchy — to  a  great  central  power  of 
any  kind.  I  wotdd  have  the  Union  to  consist 
of  the  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States, 
of  which  it  was  intended  by  the  oonstitotion  to 
be  composed ;  I  wonld  have  the  citizens  of 
each  to  look  to  tlieir  State  for  the  security  and 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  their  liberty. 
The  Union  which  I  advocate  is  also  represented 
by  the  stripes  and  the  stars.  Each  stripe  a 
State,  and  each  star  its  sovereignty.  I  wonld 
sot  mingle  the  stripes  or  blot  out  a  star  for  any 
earthly  consideration ;  and  I  would  have  each 
star  to  brighten  with  its  benign  and  nnolouded 
light  the  whole  sphere  of  State  sovereignty ;  I 
wonld  have  them  all  to  shine  with  oonflnent 
Instre  throughout  the  le^ptimate  sphere  of  the 
Union.  The  stripes  shonld  thns  wave,  and 
the  stars  thns  shine,  if  my  wishes  were  oonsnlt' 
ed,  nntil  even  Time  himself  shoold  be  enfeebled 
vitfaage. 

[From  Friday,  Feb.  12th,  to  Wednesdav,  the  llth, 
(Saturday  and  Snndsy  excepted)  the  Senate  was  , 
chiefly  occupied  in  the  consideraUon  of  Executive 
brndness.] 

Fbtoay,  February  10. 

Mr.  IboCi  Satohition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderation  of  the 

resolntion  of  l£r.  Foot. 

Vr.  Houas  addressed  the  Senate,  as  fol- 

ibe  Sraator  from  Eentuoky  (Mr.  Rowas) 
has  discussed  the  question  of  uie  ultimate  tri- 
bunal which  is  to  decide  a  controversy  that  in- 
volves the  powers  of  the  United  States  and  a 
partioular  State.  His  notions  In  regard  to  the 
social  and  the  political  compact  are  too  refined, 
BnbHmated,  and  anti-constitutional  for  me.  I 
ahatl  seize  upon  his  inferences,  and,  in  my  bld- 
bahioned  and  clumsy  way,  take  up  the  (h^u- 
nMntum  ah  inamv9!ii«nt«  and  pursue  his  con- 
clusions to  their  flnnl  resnlts.  I  shall  not  stop 
to  inquire  whether  some  other  tribunal  than 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  might  not  have  been  de- 
vised more  impartial  and  wise.  Norshalllindst 
that  this  Supreme  Oonrt  may  not  have  erred 
in  extending  the  federal  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  rights.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  man  thns 
to  err.    And  if  any  error  has  oocnrred  in  its 


deci^ons  on  constitutional  questions,  I  readily 
admit  that  these  errors  have  not  very  fre- 
quently been  in  favor  of  "  State  rights,"  against 
the  federal  powers.  Bnt  I  cannot  well  per- 
ceive what  other  tribunal  could  have  been  in* 
vented  which  wonld  have  done  better.  That 
Oongress,  according  to  his  suggestion,  shonld 
have  been  this  court  of  appellate  jurisdiction  in 
these  cases,  is  to  me  a  strange  proposition. 
The  small  States  would  scarcely  feel  very  safe 
in  the  hands  of  the  popular  branch ;  and  how 
the  Judicial  decision  could  be  made,  whether 
by  a  Joint  or  a  ooncorrent  vote,  he  has  not  in- 
formed ns. 

It,  however,  is  enough  for  me,  that  the  con- 
stitution has  vested  the  power  here  contended 
for,  in  express  terms,  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt, 
This  constitntion,  and  the  laws  made  pursuant 
to  its  authority,  are  to  1)0  "  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  any  constitntion. or  law  of  a  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."  A  Supreme 
Court  is  established,  having  original  jurisdiction 
in  few  oases,  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  others 
arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  made 
pursuant  thereto.  The  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  made  supreme,  and  those  of  the 
States  subordinate ;  and  the  court  is  to  be  the 
final  tribunal  in  deciding  upon  these  supreme ' 
laws.  Now  to  suppose  that  the  laws  of  the 
Union  are  supreme,  and  those  of  the  States  ore 
subordinate,  and  that  the  State  courts,  in  their 
decisions  upon  them,  are  supreme,  and  those  of 
the  United  States  are  subordinate,  is  bh  utter 
absurdity.  The  very  statement  of  the  proposi- 
tion proves  that  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  Al- 
low a  State,  in  a  controversy  of  this  kind,  to 
decide  ultimately  and  definitely,  and  to  carry 
its  decision  into  fiiU  effect,  and  you  are  re- 
translated into  the  old  confederation,  if  nothing 
worse.  The  principal  and  almost  the  only  de- 
fect in  that  confederation  was,  that  it  was  ad- 
visory or  directory,  but  not  coercive.  This 
coercive  power  was  almost  all  that  was  wanted, 
If  we  have  not  that,  "  all  we  have  gwned  in 
naught  but  empty  boast  of  old  achievement, 
and  despair  of  new." 

But  uie  Senator  from  Eentnoky,  as  I  nnder- 
stood  him,  takes  another  gronod ;  that  a  sov- 
ereien  State  has  no  power  to  surrender  any 
poruon  of  its  soverelgntr-.  I  oonfess,  sir,  that 
unless  others  very  much  misunderstood  this 
word  sovereignty,  it  Is  very  maoh  misnnder- 
stood  by  me.  I  had  supposed  that  a  sovereign 
was  he  who  had  a  right  to  execute  his  own 
will  without  any  le(^  restraint  or  control. 
This  1b  absolute  sovereignty,  and  in  this  sense 
scarcely  a  civilized  nation  on  earth  is  absolutely 
sovereign,  as  there  is  no  one  which  is  not  snb- 
Jeot  to  the  law  of  nations,  either  preecripUre  or 
conventional. 

Han,  in  a  state  of  nature,  is  an  absolnte  sov- 
ereign, bein^  subjeot  to  no  legal  restraint  and 
having  the  right  to  execute  his  will  in  denonoe 
of  legal  control.  If  then  a  State  cannot  re- 
nounce any  portion  of  its  sovereignty,  neither 
can  man ;  he  cannot  sorrender  any  portion  of 
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Ilia  lutoral  rigtits  for  the  better  Becaritj-  of  the  ; 
rest.  If  he  con  Burreuder  no  portion  of  them, 
mnch  less  cod  he  sorrender  the  vhole.  And 
u  subjugation  most  be  hj  force  or  SDrrender, 
and  BB  force  ma?  alwaj's  be  reaieted  b;  force, 
why  ma7  not  the  Blare,  having  more  bodily 
strength  than  faia  master,  rise  op  ogunst  him 
and  Bubdne  him!  Bamember  tiutt  these  are 
not  my  premiaeB.  I  only  take  his,  and  foUow 
them  oat  in  aU  their  reenltB.  I  forbear  to  par- 
ane  this  trun  in  the  argument  lest  I  ahould  dis- 
tnrb  tht  terrific  ghost  of  the  "Ujaaoari  qvea- 
tioD,"  which  has  so  mneh  affected  the  nerves  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri.  Thus  we  see  how 
dangeroQB  it  is  to  go  back  behind  the  constitu- 
tional  enaotmentB  to  unsettle  what  has  been 
already  settied.  But,  sir,  it  is  inexpedient  that 
I  shoold  diacuHs  this  subject  farther.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Uassachosetta  (Mr.  Wxbbtkb)  has 
done  it  ample  justice.  It  were  v^n  for  me  to 
attempt  to  add  aaj  thin^  to  what  be  has  sfud. 
I  do  not  aspire  to  do  hun  even  justice,  moch 
less  to  compliment  him.  Bat  I  will  saj  that, 
in  my  view,  his  argument  on  this  point  is  un- 
answered and  QQaoBwerable.    It  was  on  this 


from  Uissonri  introdnoed  hia  chaste,  elegant, 
and  olasaic  flgore  of  the  "  klok-np-horee,  and 
the  monkej  on  his  back,"  I  did  not  reallj 
perceive  its  application,  '  I  sappose  by  tbe 
"  kick-np-horse,    he  intended  the  Senator  from 


shnsetta,  but  who  was  hia  "monkey! 
If  this  was  intended  as  another  salute,  it  was  a 
little  nncourteoQs,  to  gay  the  least. 

The  Senator  from  Kentncky  considers  the 
question  of  internal  improvement  as  settled, 
and  he  yields  to  the  doctrine  as  ret  judicata; 
and  BO  do  I.  And  if  so  in  that  case,  why  not 
in  Hub  t  If  there  is  any  one  principle  is  our 
constitution  that  haa  more  than  another  been 
aetUed  by  legislation,  ai^udication,  and  general 
acqoiescence,  it  is  this;  that,  in  a  cotmict  of 
power  between  the  United  States  and  a  State, 
the  final  efficient  tribunal  ia  the  Supreme 
Oonrt.  Virginia  had  pronounced  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  unconstitutional,  and  transmitted 
her  resolutiona  to  the  Legislatorea  of  other 
States.  I  will  read  you  the  answer  of  Maasa- 
ohnsetts :  "  This  Legialature  are  persoaded  that 
the  decision  of  all  cases  of  law  and  equity  aris- 
ing under  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  constraction  of  all  laws  made  in  pnr- 
snanoe  thereof  are  exclusively  vested  by  the 
people  in  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  people  in  that  solemn  compact 
which  ia  declared  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
have  not  constituted  the  State  Legislatures  the 
judges  of  the  acts  or  measures  of  the  Federal 
Government."  At  this  time  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Virginia  was  in  a  political  minority 
and  Massachosetts  in  a  minority  in  the  federal 
oonncila.  After  this  when  the  scales  had  shift- 
ed, and  tbe  bnlanoe  was  the  other  way,  it  seems 
there  was  great  excitement  in  Pennsylvania  on 
tbe  dedsion  of  the  federal  court  in  Olmsteod's 


case.  So  great  was  it  that  the  miUtia  wer« 
ordered  out  to  resist  the  murnTml,  tmd  they  ao- 
tnally  took  the  field,  onder  a  General  Bright. 
But  this  mighty  army  levied  no  war ;  the  mar- 
slid  executed  hia  preo^t,  and  the  peace  waa 
not  at  all  dLstarbed ;  and  Qio  L^isUture  of 
that  Btate  adopted  tike  constitutional  mode  of 
redress  for  the  supposed  grievance.  They  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  oonstitntion  and  estaUiah 
some  other  tribunal  te  determine  such  oontro- 
versie^and  transmitted  their  reaolutions  to  die 
other  States.  "VirKinia  was  now  in  a  political 
m^ority,  and  I  will  read  yon  the  unanimona 
opinion  of  her  Senate  on  the  subject.  The 
committee  who  had  the  resolntioiia  of  Pennsyl- 
vania under  consideratjon  were  "  of  opinion 
that  a  tribunal  is  alreadv  provided  by  the  Cmi- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  vix:  the  Sa- 
preme  Court,  more  eminentiy  qualified,  from 
their  habits  and  datiea,  from  Uie  mode  ta  th^ 
selection,  and  from  the  tenure  of  their  offic^ 
to  decide  the  dispute  aforesud  in.  an  enlight- 
ened and  impartial  manner,  than  any  oUier  tri- 
bunal which  oonld  be  created."  The  report 
gives  tbe  reasons  for  the  opinion,  and  was 
nnanimously  accepted.  Qentlemen  wiU  find  it 
qnoted  in  the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  VirginiA,  6 
Wheaton,  85B.  The  dedaions  of  tbis  tribunal 
have  always  been  submitted  to  as  the  lost  re- 
sort in  these  qneations,  and  I  regret  to  hear  its 
doctrines  denounced  at  tbie  day  as  damiud)!^ 
and  the  court  as  a  tyrannical "  Star  Chamber." 
But  snppoae  a  State  to  consider  herself  ^- 
grieved  m  a  case  plain  and  palpable  there  are 
three  constitutionfd  modes  m  which  she  caa 
obtain  redress :  first,  by  the  judiciary ;  second, 
by  an  appeal  to  the  peoiJe  at  the  polls  and  bal- 
lot-boxes ;  third,  bj_  calling  upon  the  Statea  to 
amend  the  constitation.  Now  sappose  all  these 
ful,  and  the  grievance  is.  in  the  opinion  of  the 
State,  as  plain  and  palpable  aa  ever,  one  of  two 
courses  mnat  be  pursaed:  our  own  decisions 
must  be  enforced,  and  the  State  coerced :  or, 
adopting  the  opinion  of  a  late  Senator  from 
North  Caroling  (Mr,  Uaook.)  if  a  State  will 
not  submit,  let  her  go.  Withdraw  your  power 
and  protection,  send  home  her  Senators  and 
Eepresentativea,  and  let  the  State  set  np  for  it- 
selL  and,  in  a  very  short  time,  it  will  come 
baiA  and  aupplicate  yon  to  receive  it  agun. 

And  eboula  either  of  the  enterprising  yontha 
of  the  family  of  the  West,  the  East,  or  tha 
South,  become  discontented,  and  wish  to  leave 
his  Other's  boose,  and  aak  for  the  portitxi 
which  belongs  to  him,  and  we  ahoold  deal  it 
out  to  him  and  let  him  go,  and  be  shonld  take 
a  jonmey  into  a  far  country,  and  there  "  waste 
hiB  subaUnoe  in  riotoua  livmg,"  or  some  othN" 
way,  (for  waste  it  he  surely  wonld,)  and  there 
should  be  "  a  famine  in  tbe  laud,  and  he  should 
begin  to  be  in  want,"  and  to  "feed  npcnt 
hulks,"  and  "no  one  should  ^ve  unto  him," 
he  would  then  "  come  to  himself"  and  be^n 
to  reflect,  (for  advermty  is  an  excellent  eefaool 
for  reflection,)  and  would  say,  "how  manj 
hired  lerranta  in  mv  fotber's  house  have  brud 
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enough  and  to  spare,"  (and  here  the  aiaiogj  is 
Tery  close,  for  nuu>7  of  onr  servante  have 
enough  saA  to  spare,)  "  and  I  perish  with  hun- 
ger ;  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  acknowl- 
edge my  guilt  and  tolly,  and  that  I  am  un- 
worthy to  oe  his  Min,  and  beg  to  be  received  as 
a  servant;"  and  be  should  oomei  now,  here 
too,  "  the  father  wonld  see  him  while  be  was 
yet  a  great  way  ofi;  have  oompasdon  on  him, 
nm  out  to  meet  him,  fall  upon  his  neck  and  kiss 
Mm,  order  a  new  robe  to  be  pat  on  him,  and 
the  fatted  calf  to  be  killed ;  "  and  we  should  all 
be  merry  together.  So  that,  instead  of  the 
"  blood  and  carnage  "  which  the  Senator  from 
UisBoori  seems  so  williiu;  to  [)rediot,  1  am  in- 
clined to  believe  the  whole  affair  would  be  set- 
tled in  this  good-natured,  affectionate  family 
way.  I  regret  to  hear  disunion  and  civil  dis- 
conl  BO  often  predicted  or  threatened  with  so 
much  apparent  exultation,  and  I  respond  to 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  the  Union — 
the  Union,  in  the  exercise  of  all  its  le^tlmate 
powers — the  Union  forever  I 


TuBBDAT,  February  28, 
Abolition  of  Dvtxet,  Taxt*,  Ae, 
tlr.  Benton  said  he  rose  to  ask  the  leave  for 
which  he  gave  notice  on  FViday  last ;  and  in 
d(»Dg  BO,  he  meant  to  avail  himself  of  the  par- 
liamentary mle.  seldom  followed  here,  but  fa- 
miliar in  the  ^lace  from  whence  we  drew  our 
rules — the  British  Parliament — and  strictly 
right  and  proper,  when  any  thing  new  is  to  iw 
proposed,  to  state  the  clansee,  and  make  up  an 
en)03ition  of  the  principlea  of  his  bill  before  he 
sabmitted  the  formal  motion  for  leave  to  brina 
it  in.  Aiid,  before  I  do  this,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  will 
make  a  single  remark,  to  justify  myself  for  pre- 
suming to  propose  a  bill  upon  a  subject  which 
is  alreadv  reported  upon,  by  the  able  and  ex- 
perienced Committee  of  Finance.  My  justifica- 
tion is,  that  the  bill  of  that  committee  does  not 
present  the  beat  mode  of  accomplishing  its  own 
object ;  that  a  better  one  can  be  devued ;  and 
bemg  mrself  the  first  mover  of  the  great  plan 
of  aboliuiing  nnneceesary  duties,  on  the  eztin- 
coishment  of  the  public  debt  it  is  a  natoral  ef- 
fect of  the  meditation  which  I  have  bestowed  on 
the  question,  that  something  should  have  oo- 
corred  to  m<^  which  has  not  presented  Itself  to 
the  minds  of  others.  This  seems  to  be  the 
case.  Several  bills  have  been  reported  for 
abolition  of  duties ;  one  in  this  chamber ;  k 
la  the  other  end  of  the  House ;  and  no  one 
presented  the  subject  under  my  point  of  vi 
Good  or  bad,  my  plan  is  at  least  new,  a  bill  of 
ita  own  sort ;  a  bill  without  preoedent  in  the 
legislation  of  the  country ;  and,  bringing  it  for- 
ward, I  discharge  a  duty  to  the  Union,  end  to 
the  public  connoils  of  which  I  am  a  member ; 
and  nave  no  other  wish  but  that  the  wisdom 
and  patrioUsm  of  the  Benatc,  from  all  that  is 
presented,  may  select  and  prefer  that  wliioh  is 
best  for  the  people  of  these  Btatco. 


The  title  of  my  bill  is  adapted  M  ita  cont^nta, 
and  discloses  its  object  as  distinctly  as  the  com- 
pendious nature  of  a  title  will  admit  I  will 
read  it: 

A  bfll  to  pro^de  for  the  aboEUan  of  unneces- 

,  duUea;  to  relieve  the  people  from  sixteen  mil- 

llons  of  taxes ;  and  to  improve  the  oondittoD  of  the 

agriculture,  mano&tanu^B,  coaunerce,  and  navig*- 

"  m  of  tbe  United  SUtes." 

The  tenor  of  it  is,  not  to  abolish,  but  to  wo- 
vide  for  the  abolition  of  the  duties.  Tina 
phraseology  announces,  that  something  in  addi- 
tion to  the  statute — some  power  in  addition  to 
that  of  the  Legislature,  is  to  be  concerned  in 
accomplishing  the  abolition.  Then  the  duties 
for  abolition  are  described  as  nnnecesaarj  ones; 
and  under  this  idea  is  included  the  twofold 
conception,  that  they  are  useless,  either  for  the 
iroteotion  of  domestic  industry,  or  for  supply- 
□g  the  treasury  with  revenue.  The  rehef  of 
he  people  from  sixteen  millions  of  taxes  is 
lased  npon  the  idea  of  an  abolititm  of  twelve 
millions  of  duties ;  the  additional  four  miUions 
being  the  merchant's  profit  upon  the  duty  he 
advances ;  which  profit  the  people  pay  as  a 
part  of  the  tax,  though  the  Government  never 
receives  it.  It  is  the  merchant's  compensation 
for  advancing  the  dnty,  and  is  the  same  as  his 
profit  npon  tne  goods.  The  improved  condi- 
tion of  the  four  great  branches  of  national  in- 
dnstry  as  presented  is  the  third  ol^ect  of  the 
bill ;  and  their  relative  importance,  in  my  esti- 
mation, classes  ileelf  according  to  the  order  of 
my  arrangement.  Agriculture,  as  fhmishing 
the  means  of  au)>sistenoe  to  man,  and  as  the 
fonndation  of  every  thing  else,  is  ^nt  foremost ; 
manufactures  as  preparing  and  fittmg  things  for 
oar  use,  stands  second;  commerce,  as  exchang- 
ing the  superfluities  of  different  countries, 
comes  next ;  and  navigation,  as  furnishing  the 
chief  meana  of  carrying  on  commerce,  doses 
the  list  of  the  four  great  branches  of  national 
industrv.  Thongh  classed  according  to  their 
respective  importance,  neither  branch  is  dis- 
paraged. They  are  all  great  interests — all  con- 
nected—all dependent  npon  each  other — friends 
in  their  natnre — for  a  long  time  friends  In  fact 
nnder  the  operations  of  our  Government ;  and 
only  made  enemies  to  each  other,  as  they  now 
are,  by  a  course  of  legislation,  which  the  ap- 
proaching extinguishment  of  the  pablio  debt 
presents  a  fit  opportnnitr  for  reforming  and 
ameliorating.  The  titie  of  my  bill  declares  the 
intention  o?  the  bill  to  improve  the  condition 
of  each  of  them.  The  abolition  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  taxes  would  itself  operate  a  great  im- 
Erovement  in  the  condition  of  each;  but  the 
itention  of  the  bill  is  not  limited  to  that  ind- 
dental  and  consequential  improvement,  great  aa 
it  may  be ;  it  proposes  a  positive,  -direct,  visible 
tangible,  and  countable  benefit  to  each;  ana 
this  I  shall  prove  and  demonstrate,  not  in  this 
bribf  illnstration  of  the  title  of  my  bill,  bnt  at 
the  proper  places,  in  the  coone  ik  the  examl' 
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uatiott  into  its  proviaioiu  and  expoBition  of  its 
piiDciplea. 

I  will  now  proceed  with  the  bill,  reading 
each  section  in  its  order ;  &nd  making  the  re- 
marks npon  it  which  are  neceasarj  to  ei|>lain 
its  ol^eot  and  to  illnstrate  its  operation, 

7%e  I\rU  BecHon. 

"  That,  for  the  term  of  ten  jtaxi,  from  uid  after 
the  flret  day  of  Januarj,  in  tha  year  1832,  or,  u 
soon  tbereafter  as  may  be  agreed  npon  betireen  the 
United  Slates  and  any  foreign  power,  the  doties  now 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  following  articles, 
or  aoch  of  them  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  ahall  ceaee 
and  determine,  or  be  reduced,  in  faTor  of  such  coun- 
triea  aa  shall,  by  treaty,  grant  equivalent  adTwiUgea 
to  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and 
UTigatioD  of  the  United  BCates,  viz  :  coffee,  cocoa, 
(dlrei,  olive  oil,  figs,  raiaina,  pnmen,  almonds,  cur- 
mnta,  euaphor,  alum,  opium,  qnickailver,  Si^ni^ 
brown,  copperas,  tin  and  brass,  m  sheeU  and  plates 
for  manufacturers'  use,  block  bottles  and  demijohns, 
rilks,  wines,  linens,  cambrics,  lawns.  Canton  crapes, 
cashmere  abawls,  gaaze,  ribbons,  straw  mats,  bolting 
cloths,  thread  and  sltk  lace,  bomlMiEiae  and  worsted 
Etntr  goods,  spirits  not  made  of  grain,  nor  coming  in 
competition  with  domestic  spirits ;  on  the  following 
description  of  cotton  goods  not  nuumfactured  in 
the  United  Slates,  vix :  chintzet,  muslins,  cambrics, 
Tcdvet  cords,  china  and  porcelain,  and  Brussels  car- 
peting, Peruvian  bark,  cbronometeis,  seitants,  parts 
of  watches,  amber,  pine  apples,  juniper  berries  and 
oH  of  juniper,  Italian  and  French  crapes,  gall  nuts, 
essence  of  bergamot  and  other  essences,  used  as 
perfumes,  madder,  turtle  shell,  and  oi  bom  tips. 

"Also  on  woollen  goods,  not  manufactured  in  the 
'  United  States,  and  necessary  in  carrying  on  the  In- 
dian trade. 

"  Also,  Indian  gartering,  TermHion,  taffeta,  rib- 
bons, pocket  looking-glasKS,  beads,  Indian  awls, 
brass  inlaid  knives,  aoarlet-milled  capa,  sturgeon 
twine." 

This  section  contains  the  prindple  which  I 
consider  as  new — that  of  abdishing  doties  by 
the  joint  act  of  the  Legislatire  and  Executive 
Departments.  The  idea  of  equiTalent&  which 
ttie  section  also  presents,  is  not  new,  bnt  has 
for  its  sanction  high  and  venerated  anthoritj, 
of  which  I  shall  not  fwl  to  avwl  myself.  That 
we  onght  to  have  equivalents  for  abolishing  ten 
or  twelve  millions  of  dntioa  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise, is  most  clear.  Buch  an  abolition  will 
be  an  advantage  to  foreign  powers,  for  which 
they  onght  to  compeoaatc  ns,  by  redacing  da- 
ties  to  an  equal  tunonnt  upon  onr  prodno- 
tions.  This  is  what  no  law,  or  separate  act  of 
oar  own,  can  command.  Amicable  arrange- 
ments alone,  with  foreign  powers,  can  effect  it ; 
and  to  free  ench  arrangements  from  serious, 
perhaps  insnperabls  difficoltiea,  it  wonld  be  ne- 
ceesa^  first  to  lay  a  foTtodation  for  them  in  an 
act  01  Oongress,  This  is  what  my  bill  pro- 
poses to  do.  It  proposes  that  Congress  shall 
select  the  articles  for  abolition  of  duty,  and 
then  leave  it  to  the  Execntive  to  eitond  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  snch  powers  as  will 
grant  ns  eqairalent  advantages.  The  articles 
ratedT  for  aboUtioa  of  doty  ore  of  Iduds 
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not  made  in  Hit  United  Stat«a,  so  that  my  bill 
presents  no  gronnd  of  alarm  or  oneuinen  to 
any  branch  of  domestio  indnstry. 

The  acqnisition  of  eqnivslents  is  a  striking 
feature  in  the  plan  which  I  propose,  and  for 
that  I  have  the  authority  of  him  whose  opin- 
ions will  never  be  invoked  in  vain,  while  re- 
publican principles  have  root  in  onr  soil  I 
speak  of  Vr.  Jefferson,  and  of  bis  report  oo 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Umttd 
States,  in  the  year  'BS,  an  extract  from  which  I 
wilt  read: 

ThtBxtTaet. 

"  Bach  being  tbe  restrictions  on  the  coffliurce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  tin  quatioa  is. 
In  what  way  they  may  best  be  removed,  modilied, 
or  coosteractedf 

"As  to  commerce,  two  methods  occur:  1.  Bj 
friendly  arrvgements  with  the  several  naliODsnlli 
whom  these  restrictions  exist :  or,  a.  By  tli*  ae- 
rate act  of  onr  own  legislatures,  for  coimlemilBe 
their  effects. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  o[  these  tio, 
friendly  arrangements  is  Um  most  eligible.  losuid 
of  embarrassing  commerce  under  piles  of  regnli^ 
laws,  duties,  and  prohibitions,  conld  it  be  relieTO 
from  all  its  shackels,  in  all  parts  of  the  world- 
could  every  oooutry  be  employed  in  producing  tb>t 
which  nature  baa  best  fitted  it  to  produce,  ud 
each  be  free  to  exchange  with  otherd  mutual  sir 
pluses  for  mutual  wants,  die  greatest  nuaa  pcssble 
would  then  be  produced,  of  those  thii^  wluch  ceo- 
tribute  to  homan  life  and  human  bappoes;  Uh 
numbers  of  mankind  would  be  increased,  and  taeir 
condition  bettered. 

"  Would  even  a  single  nation  begin  with  tH 
United  Sules  this  system  of  free  conunerce,  il 
would  be  advisable  to  begin  it  with  that  ™t'^ 
since  it  is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can  b«  eiteniM 
to  alL  Where  the  circumstances  of  either  p»^ 
render  It  eipedicnt  to  levy  a  wvenne,  by  "•T^ 
impost  on  commerce,  its  freedom  might  be  moddM 
in  that  particular,  by  matnal  and  equivalenl  ff*- 
ares,  preserving  It  entire  in  all  others. 

"  Some  natioos  not  jet  ripe  for  free  eraasKK*, 
in  all  its  extent,  might  be  willing  to  mollify  JM  » 
Btrictions  and  rcculationi  for  us,  in  propoctios J^ 
the  advanUges  which  an  tntercouiBe  with  sa  migtn 
offer,  Particularly  they  may  concur  wiUi  bb  ja  «■ 
ciprocating  the  duties  to  be  levied  on  each  ^o^ 
in  compensating  any  excess  of  duty,  by  eqoinW' 
advantages  of  anolier  nature.  Our  coaucen*  * 
certainly  of  a  character  to  entitle  it  to  favor  in  im* 
countries.  The  commodities  we-  olffer  are  aiw 
of  life,  or  materials  for  manniioture, « 

subjects  of  revenue;  and  we  take  in  ci- 

change  either  manu&otures,  when  ihey  hate  n- 
ceived  the  last  finish  of  art  and  Industry,  or  W" 
luxuries.  Such  customers  may  reasonably  «S«* 
welcome  and  friendly  treatment  at  every  ■"""'JT 
oustomert,  too,  wbose  demands,  Increanog  "^ 
their  wealth  and  population,  must  very  ahorllj  giw 
full  employment  to  the  whole  industry  of  WJ"* 
tion  whatever.  In  any  Une  of  supply  they  niay  p> 
Into  the  habit  of  calling  for  from  it  ^^^ 

"But,  should  any  nation,  contrary  10  our  wiW* 
suppose  it  may  better  find  its  advantage  by  ccow 
ulng  its  system  of  probibitions,  duties,  and  reg» 
tions,  It  behoovBs  na  to  protect  onr  dtisen^  >■<" 
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«  uid  nkTigaUoQ,  bj  eoantei^probibltioiu, 
daties,  and  legulations,  aha.  Tne  commeioe  uil 
n&TlgaUon  an  not  M  b«  {^ren  in  eichann  fbr  le- 
strictioos  uid  *ex«tlon« ;  nor  «rs  thej  likely  to  pro- 
duca  a  reUiBUon  of  them." 

The  plan  whlcb  I  nov  pro^a  adopts  the 
idea  of  equivalents  and  retaliation  to  the  whole 
Mtflnt  recommended  by  Mr,  Jefferson.  It  dif- 
fen  from  his  plan  in  two  features :  first,  in  the 
mode  of  proceeding,  bj  fonndiog  the  treaties 
abroad  upon  a  legi^tive  act  at  home ;  second- 
ly, in  combining  protection  with  revenue,  in 
selecting  articles  of  exception  to  the  system  of 
f^e  trade.  This  degree  of  protection  he  ad- 
mitted himself  at  a  lat«r  penod  of  his  life.  It 
corresponds  with  the  recommendation  of  Pres- 
ident Waahington  to  Congress,  in  the  year  '90, 
and  with  that  of  onr  present  Ohief  Uagistrate, 
to  onrselves,  at  the  commencement  of  Uie  pres< 
ent  eesRon  of  Congress.  I  will  read  them,  to 
snst^n  and  Bnpport  the  principles  on  which  my 
bill  is  founded. 

I'raideHt  WaMhiitfftoit,  in  1790. 
"  Onr  safety  and  interest  require  that  we  should 

Kromote  sach  manufactories  aa  tend  to  nmdei'  us 
[dependent  on  others  for  eneoUal,  pardoularly  for 
nuliUry  sapplles." 

Pntidint  Jaekton,  in  IS29. 

"  It  may  be  regretted  that  the  complicated  re- 
Btrictloni  which  now  embarrass  the  intercourse  of 
iMtiooa  could  not,  by  comnion  consent,  be  abolished, 
and  comoierce  allowed  to  flow  in  those  channels 
to  which  indindoal  enterprise — always  Its  surest 
guide — might  direct  it.  But  we  must  ever  expect 
•elfish  legUlatioD  In  other  nations ;  and  are,  tbere- 
fbre,  compelled  to  adapt  our  own  to  their  ragula- 
tiona,  in  the  manoer  best  calculated  to  avoid  aerions 
iqjnry,  and  to  harmoniie  the  coofiicticg  interests  of 
our  agriculture,  onr  conunerce,  and  our  manufac- 
cnrefl.  a  >  •  7|,e  general  rule  to  be 
applied  in  graduating  the  du^s  upon  articles  of 
foreign  growth  or  mannfiMtore  Is  that  which  will 
place  onr  own  In  fair  competition  with  those  of 
other  countries;  and  the  ioducementH  to  advance 
even  a  stsp  beyond  this  point  are  controlling  In  re- 
gard to  those  articles  which  are  of  primary  neoee- 
sity  in  time  of  war." 

These  extracts  from  the  Freudents  "Washing- 
toa,  Jefibrson,  and  Jackson,  covet  all  the  prin- 
oi^es  whioh  are  contained  in  my  bill;  the 
mode  of  action,  the  means  of  putting  them 
into  operation,  is  the  only  part  that  is  new  and 
original.  To  this  port  I  can  see  no  objection 
bot  to  its  novelty :  for  it  is  free  from  all  diffi- 
culty on  the  score  of  oonstitntionality  or  ezpe- 
dienoy,  and  combines  the  advantages  of  equv- 
al«nta  with  those  of  retaliation :  for,  if  any 
nation  refuses  to  recinrooate  an  abolition  or  re- 
dnction  of  dntdes  wiui  ns,  our  heavy  datjes  re- 
main in  force  against  her,  and  she  pays  the 
penalty  of  her  rofnsal  in  the  loss  <^  some  essen- 
tial branch  of  her  trade  with  as. 

I  will  not  now  stop  to  dilate  upon  the  bene- 
fit which  will  result  to  every  family  from  an 
abolition  of  duties  which  will  enable  them  to 
Voi:.  X.— SO 


get  all  the  articles  esomerated  in  my  bill  for 
aboat  one-third,  or  one-half  leas,  than  is  now 
paid  for  them.  Let  any  one  read  over  the  list 
of  articles,  and  then  look  to  the  snm  total 
which  he  now  pays  ont  annually  for  them,  and 
from  that  sun  dedoot  near  fifty  per  cent., 
which  is  ahont  the  average  of  the  dotiee  and 
mendiant's  profit  indnded,  with  whioh  they 
now  come  chained  to  him.  Tins  dednotjon 
will  be  his  saving  nnder  one  branch  of  my  plan 
— the  abolition  clanse.  To  this  most  be  added 
the  gain  nnder  the  clanse  to  seouro  eqalvalents 
foreign  markets ;  and  tlie  two  being  added 


tme  measnre  of  the  advoot^ea  which  my  plan 

presents. 

Let  ns  now  see  whether  the  agiicnltore  and 
mannfacturoB  of  the  United  States  do  not  re- 
qniro  better  marketa  abroad  than  they  possess 
at  this  time.  What  is  the  stale  of  these  mar- 
kets! Let  facts  reply.  England  imposes  a 
duty  of  three  shillings  sterling  a  pound  npon 
oar  tobacco,  which  is  ten  times  its  valne.  She 
imposes  daties  equivalent  to  prohibition  on  onr 
gnin  and  provisions;  and  either  totally  ac- 
olndes,  or  enormously  taxes,  every  article,  ex- 
cept cotton,  that  wo  send  to  her  ports.  In 
Fnnoe,  onr  tobacco  is  sabject  to  a  royal  mo- 
nopoly, which  makes  the  king  the  sole  pnr- 
chaser,  and  snlijeots  the  seller  to  the  neoessi^ 
of  takmg  the  price  which  his  agents  wiU  give. 
In  Germany,  onr  tobaooo,  and  other  articles, 
.are  heavily  dntied,  and  liable  to  a  tranMt  dnty, 
in  addition,  when  they  have  to  ascend  the 
Bhine,  or  other  rivers,  to  penetrate  the  inte- 
rior. In  the  West  Indies,  which  is  onr  great 
providon  market,  onr  bee^  pork,  and  floor, 
□snally  pay  from  eight  to  ten  doUsra  a  barrel ; 
onr  bacon,  from  ten  to  twenty-five  oeuta  a 
poond;  live  hogs,  eight  dollars  each;  com, 
com  meal,  Inmber,  whiskey,  froit,  vegetables, 
and  every  thing  else,  in  proportion ;  the  duties 
in  the  different  ialajids,  on  an  average,  equal- 
ling or  exceeding  the  vtJae  of  the  articlo  in  the 
United  States.  We  export  about  forty-five 
millions  of  domestic  productions,  exclnsve  of 
maunfactnree,  annnally ;  and  it  may  he  safely 
assumed,  that  wa  have  to  pay  near  that  snm  in 
the  shape  of  duties,  for  the  privilege  of  selUng 
these  exports  \a  foreign  marEeta.  So  mnch  for 
agricnltnre.  Our  mannfactores  are  in  the  same 
condition.  In  many  hranchee  they  have  met 
the  home  demand,  and  are  Roing  abroad  in 
search  of  foreign  markets.  They  meet  with 
vexatious  restrictions,  peremptory  exclusions, 
or  oppressive  duties,  wherever  they  go.  The 
i^uantity  already  exported  entities  them  to  na- 
tional consideration,  in  the  list  of  exports. 
Their  aggregate  value  for  1828  was  about  five 
milliona  of  dollars,  comprising  domestic  cot- 
tons, to  the  omonnt  of  a  million  of  dollars: 
soap  and  candles,  to  the  valne  of  nine  hnndred 
thousand  dollars;  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  hats,  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;    cabinet,  cooob,  and 
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other  wooden  work,  ux  bnudred  tfaonsand  dol- 
lars; glaaa  and  iron,  tliree  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  and  nmnerom  emaller  items.  This 
large  amoont  of  maanfactQrea  pajv  their  value, 
in  some  instanoea  more,  for  the  privilege  of 
being  Bold  abroad;  and,  what  ia  worse,  the/ 
are  totally  eicinded  from  seTCral  oonntriee  from 
which  we  buy  large)/.  Such  restrictions  and 
impoeitious  are  bighlj  ii^nrions  to  our  mann- 
factnres ;  and  it  is  inconteetabl/  true,  the 
amoont  of  exports  prove  it,  that  what  most  of 
them  sow  need  is,  not  more  protection  at 
homa,  bnt  a  bett«r  market  abroad ;  and  it  is 
one  of  the  objects  of  this  biU  to  obtain  ench  a 
market  for  them. 

It  appears  to  me,  said  Ur.  B.,  to  be  a  tair 
and  practicable  plan,  combining  the  advantaKes 
of  legislation  and  negotiation,  and  avoiding  tbe 
otgectionH  to  each.  It  consults  the  sense  c^tbe 
people,  in  leaving  it  to  their  representatives  to 
say  on  what  articles  duties  ahtul  be  abolished 
for  their  relief;  <»i  what  they  shall  be  retained 
for  protection  and  revenae ;  it  then  secures  the 
advantage  of  obtaining  eqoivalents,  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Executive  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  the  abolition  to  such  nations  as  shall  recip- 
rocate the  favor.  To  such  as  will  not  recipro- 
cate, it  leaves  ever;  thing  as  it  now  stands. 
The  EQOcess  of  this  plan  can  hardly  be  donbted. 
It  addresses  itself  to  the  two  most  powerful 
paiisions  of  the  human  heart — interest  and  fear ; 
It  applies  itself  to  the  strongest  prinoiples  of 
human  action — profit  and  Itns.  for,  there  is 
no  nation  with  whom  we  trade,  but  will  be 
benefited  by  the  increased  trade  of  her  staple 
productions,  which  will  result  from  a  free  trade 
m  such  productions ;  none  that  would  not  be 
crippled  hj  the  loss  of  such  a  trade,  which  loss 
would  be  the  immediate  effect  of  rejecting  our 
system.  Onr  position  enables  ns  to  command 
the  conunercial  system  of  the  globe ;  to  mould 
it  to  our  own  plan,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world 
and  ourselves.  The  approaching  extinction  of 
the  public  debt  puts  it  mto  onr  power  to  abol- 
ish twelve  millions  of  duties,  and  to  set  free 
more  than  one-half  of  our  entire  commerce. 
We  should  not  forego,  nor  lose  the  advantages 
of  aach  a  position.  It  occurs  but  seldom  in  the 
life  of  a  nation,  and  onoe  missed,  is 'irretriev- 


have  complained,  and  jnstiy,  of  the  burthens 
upon  onr  exports  in  foreign  countries ;  a  part 
of  onr  tariff  system  rests  upon  the  principle  of 
retaliation  for  the  iifjurj  thus  done  us.  Be- 
taliatioD,  heretofore,  has  been  our  only  re- 
source :  bnt  reciprocity  of  injuries  is  not  the 
way  h)  enrich  nations  any  more  than  individo- 
als.  It  is  an  "unprofitable  contest,"  nnder 
every  aspect.  But  the  present  coiynnctura 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  in  itself  a  rare  and 
almost  unprecedented  occurrence  in  tbe  history 
of  nations,  enables  us  to  enlarge  our  system ; 
to  present  a  choice  of  alternatives :  one  francht 
with  good,  the  other  charged  with  evil,  to  lor- 
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eign  nations.  The  pariidpation,  or  exclusion, 
troia  forty  millions  of  TtoB  trade,  annually  in- 
creasing, would  not  admit  of  a  second  thought, 
in  the  head  of  any  nation  with  which  we  trade. 
To  Bay  nothing  of  her  gains  in  the  participa- 
tion in  such  a  commerce,  what  would  be  her 
loss  in  the  exclusion  from  it!  How  would 
England,  France,  or  Germany,  bear  the  loss  of 
their  linen,  ulk,  or  wine  trade,  with  the  United 
States?  How  could  Cuba,  St  Domingo,  or 
Brazil,  bear  the  loss  of  their  cofiee  trade  with 
us  f  They  couJd  not  bear  it  at  all.  Deep  and 
essential  u^nry,  min  of  industry,  seditions,  and 
bloodshed,  and  the  overthrow  of  administra- 
tions, would  be  the  coneequeuce  of  sucb  loss. 
Yet  such  loss  would  be  inevitable,  (and  not  to 
the  few  nations,  or  in  the  articles  omy  wbidi  I 
have  mentioned,  for  I  have  put  a  few  instances 
only  by  way  of  example,)  but  to  every  noticn 
witii  whom  we  trade,  that  would  not  fall  into 
system,  and  throughout  the  whole  list  (^ 
essential  articles  to  which  our  abolition  ex- 
tends. Our  present  heavy  duties  would  con- 
tinue in  force  against  such  nations ;  they  would 
be  abolished  in  favor  of  their  rivals.  We 
would  say  to  them,  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  free  trade  and  navigation  is  not  to 
be  given  in  exchange  for  restrictions  and  vexa- 
tions I  But  I  fed  entire  confidence  that  it 
wonld  not  be  necessary  to  use  the  langnage  of 
menace  or  coercion.  Amicable  representaticm^ 
addressed  to  their  sense  of  self-interest,  would 
be  more  agreeable,  and  not  less  effectual.  The 
plan  cannot  fail  I  It  is  scarcely  within  the  lim- 
its of  posubility  that  it  should  ftui  I  And  if  it 
did,  what  then  t  We  have  lost  nothing.  We 
remain  as  we  were.  Our  present  duties  are 
still  in  force,  and  Oongress  can  act  upon  them 
one  or  two  years  henoe,  in  any  way  they 

Here,  then,  is  the  peculiar  recommendation 

to  my  plan,  that,  while  it  secnres  a  chance,  lit- 
tle short  of  absolute  cert^nty,  of  procuring  an 
abolition  of  twelve  mUlions  of  duties  upon  our 
exports  in  foreign  countries,  in  return  for  an 
abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  duties  upon  im- 
ports flrom  them,  it  exposes  nothing  to  risk ; 
the  abolition  of  duty  upon  the  foreign  article 
here  being  contingent  upon  the  acquisition  of 
the  equivalent  advantage  abroad. 

I  close  this  exposition  oftheprinciplea  of  the 
first  section  of  my  bill  with  the  sinrie  remark, 
that  these  treaties  for  the  mutual  abolition  of 
duties  should  be  for  limited  terms,  say  for  seven 
or  ten  years,  to  give  room  for  the  modificatiotu 
which  time,  and  the  varying  pnrsnita  of  indus- 
try, may  uiow  to  be  necessary.  Upon  this 
idea,  the  hill  is  framed,  and  the  period  of  ten 
years  inserted  by  way  of  suggestion  and  exem- 
plification of  the  plan.  Another  featnj«  is  too 
obvious  to  need  a  remark,  that  the  time  for  the 
commencement  of  the  abwtion  of  dntiea  is  lefl 
to  the  Executive,  who  can  accommodate  it  to 
the  state  of  the  reventie  and  the  extinotioa  ot 
the  public  debt. 
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Stcond  Section. 
"That,&om  an d  after  the  81bE  da?  of  December, 
Id  the  year  1831,  the  dutiea  hqw  pajaUe  on  the  fol- 
lowing arliclea,  imported  from  coontriee  with  which 
tho  United  States  have  no  diplomatic  relations,  shall 
be  rednced  one-half;  and,  alter  the  3Ist  of  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  shall  cease  and  determine  entirely,  to 
wit ;  teas,  mace,  cIotcb,  cinnamon,  nntmega,  cai^a, 
ginger,  irorj,  Turltey  cirpeta,  Cashmere  ehawla." 

This  Beotion  presents  &n  exoeption  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill ;  it  dispenses  with  the  idea 
of  obtaiiuiig  equivalents  in  the  enninerftt«d 
Mtiolea.  The  exception  is  the  effect  of  neces- 
sity ;  the  articleB  excepted  being  desirable  to 
OS,  and  obtained  from  powers  with  whom  we 
have  no  treaties.  The  exception  is  unavoid- 
able, bnt  it  is  not  whollj  disadvantageoos.  We 
shall  get  the  articles  for  one-third  and  one-half 
lees  than  we  now  paj  for  them ;  and  if  two  or 
three  milliona  of  revenue  should  be  snddenly 
want«d,  they  present  the  ready  means  of  ris- 
ing it.  The  abolition  being  by  law  alone,  the 
doty  may  be  laid   agun    by  law  whenever 

TTtird  Seetum. 
"That,  from  and  aiUr  the  Slat  day  ofDecember, 
in  the  year  I83I,  a  duty  of  thirty-thrce  and  a  third 
per  ceoC.  an  the  value,  sh&ll  be  levied  on  all  furs 
and  raw  hides  imported  into  the  United  States,  f^m 
Goontries  which  shall  not  have  aecured  their  Iree 
admiBRion  by  granting  equivalent  advantages  to  the 
like  productions  of  the  United  States." 

This  section,  to  a  saperficial  observer,  may 
seem  to  militate  ag^nst  tJie  plan  of  the  bill ; 
bat  the  inconsistency  is  in  appearance  only.  It 
harmonizes  completely  with  the  spirit  of  the 
bill.  It  provides  for  a  futaro,  eventual,  and 
contingent  dnty,  npon  two  articles  now  intro- 
dnced,  free  of  duty,  to  a  great  amoimt.  The 
t«rtns  in  which  the  section  is  drawn  show'  that 
its  object  is  to  obtain  equivalents  for  their 
fntnte  free  importation ;  and  the  following 
table  of  their  annual  imports,  for  the  last  nine 
years,  will  show  the  great  value  of  the  argn- 
ment  which  they  will  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Eiecntive,  in  the  negotiations  to  which  the  sec- 
tion may  give  rise. 
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The  aggregate  exceeds  twenty  milliooa  of 
dollare  for  the  short  period  of  the  last  nine 
yean.  And  these  free  importations^  so  ii^uri- 
ous  to  the  fur  trader,  and  tJie  farmers  who  ruse 


cattle  and  want  a  market  for  their  skins,  are 
derived  from  countries  who  exclade,  or  heavily 
tax,  our  i\ir3  and  raw  hides,  and  the  articles 
mannfactnred  out  of  them.  They  come,  chiefly, 
from  the  Southern  republics  and  Qreat  Britain. 
If  anch  larse  importations  are  to  continue  free, 
let  those  who  ei^oy  the  benefit  reciprocate  the 
favor.  Let  them  abolish  dntjea  on  American 
fbrs  and  American  hats.  Let  them  abolish  du- 
ties on  our  raw  hides ;  and  where  the  privil^^ 
of  sending  hides  woald  not  be  beneficial  to  ua, 
as  in  the  Southern  republics,  let  something  else 
be  substitnted  for  the  abolittou ;  as  distilled 
spirits,  maaufactores  of  leather,  cotton,  glass, 
wood,  Ac.  If  they  do  not  retuprocate  advan- 
tages, thus  offered,  the  penalty  of  their  own 
election  falls  upon  them.  They  incnr  the  con- 
sequence denounced  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the 
patriotic  declaration,  tlut  free  trade  is  not  to 
be  given  in  exchange  for  restriUions  and  vex- 
Here,  sir,  I  make  a  nngle  remerk  to  illns- 
trate  the  neglect  with  which  the  West  has  been 
treated  in  the  progress  of  the  tariff  policy. 
The  West  prodnces  fnrs  and  raw  hides ;  they 
are  leading  articles  of  Western  indnstry ;  yet 
no  protection  has  been  extended  to  them ;  the 
protective  policy  has  never  reached  them ;  the 
coontry  has  been  filled  with  foreign  hides  and 
foreign  fnrs,  &ee  of  dnty,  while  the  fiirs  and 
hides  of  the  United  States,  and  the  articles 
manufactured  from  them,  are  met  by  prohibi- 
tions, or  heavy  duties,  in  all  q^narters  of  the 

Fourth  Stetian. 

"That,  from  and  after  the  81st  day  of  December, 

In  the  year ,  the  amount  levied  on  foreign 

tonnage  for  'light  money,'  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine, m  favor  of  the  ships  of  Euch  nations  as  shall 
grant  the  like,  or  an  equivalent  favor  to  the  mer- 
chant ships  of  the  United  States." 

The  object  of  this  section  ia  to  gain  some  lit- 
tle relief  for  onr  navigating  interest  in  foreign 
ports.  The  amount  now  pud  by  foreigners  lor 
"  Ught  money,"  that  is  to  say,  as  a  tribute  to 
our  light-bouses,  is  about  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Snob  a  anm  is  no  object  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  yet  it  is 
something  to  onr  ship-owners,  for  whose  ben- 
efit the  abolition  of  this  small  tax  is  intended. 
Nominally,  it  is  a  relief  to  fhreimers ;  in  real- 
ity, to  oar  own  navigators.  The  foreigners 
cannot  be  relieved  here  until  the  oorrespondlng 
relief  is  secured  abroad;  and,  aa  our  shipping 
ia  most  numerous,  we  may  gun  mnoh  more 
than  we  relinquish, 

H/th  Seetion. 

"  That,  from  and  afUr  the  Slat  day  of  December, 
in  the  year ,  the  duties  now  payable  on  ton- 
nage, passports,  and  clearances,  and  on  the  re-ex- 
portation of  imported  articles,  shall  ceaae  and  de- 
ternrfne." 

The  amonnt  of  these  little  taxes  and  duties 
is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 


Sbkatb.] 

per  ftuni"".  The  Treasorj  will  have  no  occa- 
sion for  that  eoiD  afl«r  the  eztingnisbiQent  of 
the  pnblio  debt ;  and  b«ing  left;  in  the  pockets 
of  the  ship-owaera  and  merchants,  will  be  felt 
u  an  advantage  bj  them,  and  not  missed  as  a 
loea  b;  the  QoTemmeut. 

Sua  Station. 
"  Th&t,  from  and  after  the  Slit  day  of  December 
next,  the  dutj  now  paTable  on  the  importadon  of 
alum  nit,  coarse  or  erauad,  aball  erase  and  deter- 
mine ;  aod  from  and  after  the  same  daj,  all  laws 
aathorlmng  ^lowaocee  to  Ashing  rcqaeti,  and  bonn- 
Ues  on  the  exportation  of  ^ckled  Qsh,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  bereb;  are,  repealed." 

This  seotion  etands  out  as  a  dear  ezceptjon 
to  the  peonUar  policy  of  the  bill — that  of  ob- 
taining equivalents  by  treaty  stipulation.  The 
Beotion  proposes  a  speedy  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
this  desoiiplaoD  of  saltj  and  by  operation  of  law 
alone.    The  reasons  for  this  ezceptioo  are — 


object  it  would  present  for  negotiation,  the 
number  of  powers  from  which  we  get  salt  be- 
ing above  a  dozen,  which  would  render  aboli- 
tion by  negotJotlon  tedious  and  dilatory,  and 
the  amonnt  of  duty  relinqnished  to  each,  too 
inconsiderable  to  affect  her  policy,  wliile  the 
aggregate  to  us  is  great ;  thirdlj/,  la  the  neces- 
sity of  repealing  the  fishing  boontiea  and  allow- 
ance^ which  are  dejwndent  apon  the  duty  oo 
this  desoription  of  foreign  salt,  and  mnst  stand 
or  fall  with  that  dnty. 

I  have  now  finished  the  ezpontion  of  the  fea- 
tores  and  principles  of  m^  bill ;  bat  Justice  to 
my  plui  and  to  myself  will  not  permit  me  to 
stop  here.  The  plan  is  new ;  ana  whatever  is 
new  has  the  pr^ndicea  of  time  and  s«e  to  en- 
ooonter,  and  the  fears  of  timidity  and  caution 
to  overcome.  Its  novelty  will  excite  many 
enemies;  the  reas(»B  which  I  may  give,  and 
which  are  the  fhiit  of  mnch  research  and  med- 
itation, may  satisfy  some  and  convert  them  into 
friends. 

It  oertunly  preaenta  the  tariff  qnestion  nnder 
a  new  point  of  view  to  the  Amencan  people. 

That  question  has  heretofore  rested  upon  two 
great  pnndpLes : 

1.  FsoTEonoN ;  9.  Rctuution. 

Under  the  first  principle  we  sought  a  home 
Bopply  of  articles  essential  to  onr  general  Inde- 
pendence, and  to  onr  safety  in  time  of  war. 

Under  the  second  principle  we  retaliate  npon 
other  nations  the  evils  of  their  own  policy  in 
piling  dnties  npon  onr  prodnctions. 

It  IS  not  to  be  dissembled  that  the  tariff  pol- 
icy, on  both  principles,  has  powerfoUy  appealed 
to  the  sympathies  and  the  patriotism  of  the 
American  i>eopIe,  and  while  kept  within  rea- 
sonable limits  had  the  general  approbation  of 
all  quarters  of  the  Union ;  North,  South,  Vest, 
and  Centre.  The  tariff  policy  has  been  in  force 
in  these  States  forty  yew^  and  has  only  excited 
disoontant  within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
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and  since  it  has  been  poshed  beyond  its  own 
principles.     The  results  are,  increased  dnties 


Under  the  plan  which  I  propose,  the  tariff 
qnesQon  will  present  itself  to  the  peq>le  in  this 
pobt  of  view  i 

1.  Protectdon  to  every  essentisl  bianctL  of 
indostry. 

3.  Betaliation,  as  an  alternative,  where  eqnir- 
alents  are  refnseo. 

8.  Beciprocity  of  benefits  instead  of  reci- 
procity of  injnries. 

4.  The  abolition  of  twdve  millions  of  dnties, 
at  home,  on  imports. 

5.  The  abolition  of  an  eqnal  amonnt  of  di^ 
ties,  abroad,  on  exports. 

6.  Discrimination  between  the  articles  whlcli 

licy  requires,  or  does  not  reqn~ 

at  home,  and  between  the  i 

which  grant  or  refnse  us  equivalents. 

7.  Increased  importations  of  gold  and  silver. 

8.  Increased  value  of  the  internal  trade  with 
Mexico. 

The  resolts  of  the  new  plan,  according  t« 
this  view  of  its  advantages,  wonld  be  ovei^ 
whelminff  in  its  favor.  Let  us  verify  these  re- 
snlts,  and  justify  these  views. 

In  the  first  place,  under  the  protecting  prin- 
ciple wliioh  it  conttuns,  dnties  will  remaia  wi 
foreign  articles,  rivals  of  onr  own  indostry,  to 
the  amount  of  abont  ten  milBons  of  doUara. 
The  support  of  the  Government  will  require 
this  sum,  and  the  raising  of  this  som  will  give 
protection  to  our  domestic  industry ;  it  win 
give  it  as  an  incident  to  the  oollection  of  reve- 
nue, and  to  this  there  will  l>e  no  objection  in 
any  part  of  the  Union. 

In  the  second  place,  we  shall  terminate  the 
unprofitable  contest  which  we  are  now  carry- 
ing on  with  foreign  nations — a  contest  in  which 
the  only  question  is,  which  shall  do  most  harm 
to  the  commerce  of  the  other — and  anbstitute 
for  it  a  beneficial  rivalry  in  the  wallts  of  free 
trade,  based  upon  the  unfettered  eichan^  id 
surplus  productions,  to  the  amonnt  of  forty 
millions  at  the  start,  to  increase  annnally  with 
the  rapid  growth  and  expanmon  of  these  young 
athletic  States. 

In  the  third  place,  the  abolition  of  twelve 
millions  of  dnties  will  be  the  repeal  of  sixteca 
millions  of  taxes,  oountiuf;  the  merchant's  pn^ 
at  8^  per  cent. ;  and  this  repeal  will  be  lelt  in 
every  iamily  in  the  purchase  of  its  necessaries, 
its  comforts,  and  its  luxuries.  Linen  for  the 
person,  the  table,  and  the  bed,  wonld  l>e  csta- 
third  cheaper.  Coffee  would  be  seven  cents 
cheaper  in  the  pound ;  tea,  ooe-third ;  wines 
and  ulks,  one-third :  and  so  of  all  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  bill.  Every  family  would 
save  one-third,  or  upwards,  of  its  aimual  store 
acoount ;  every  State  would  retain,  within  its 
limits,  its  proportion  of  these  dxteen  millions ; 
and  ail  the  shame  and  miacMef  <tf  plotting  and 
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oomblning,  and  wran^mg,  here,  about  the  di- 
vision of  80  mnch  spoil,  wonld  be  avoided, 

la  the  fonrth  and  SSth  places,  the  prindple 
of  eqniralents  would  ^in  an  abolition  of  an- 
ties  on  onr  produotiona  in  foreign  ports,  eqnal 
to  the  abolition  made  here  npon  foreign  pn>- 
dactiona.     We  would  buy  cheaper  and  sell 


e  of  onr  pro- 
dncts,  for  the  privileee  of  aelling  them  in  a  for- 
eiffa  market,  we  wotud  get  theae  foreign  dnties 
r^noed  to  a  reasonable  amoact.  Our  prodno- 
tlona  are  ohieflf  dntied  in  foreign  coantries,  not 
for  protection,  but  for  revanne ;  and  the  eipe- 
rienoe  of  all  nations,  and  especially  of  Great 
Britain,  proves  that  revenue  is  productive  in 
proportion  to  ite  moderation  and  &imess; 
amuggling  and  non-consumption  always  diaafi- 
pointin^  the  oalcnlations  of  ahort-aighted  en- 

g'idity  in  the  imposition  of  enormoos  daties. 
at  these  will  bo  ailments  for  our  Uinlaters 
abroad,  which  thej  will  handle  with  more  abil- 
ity tlian  I  can  pretend  to. 

In  the  sixth  place,  the  principle  of  discrimi- 
nation which  my  plan,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
prcwresB  of  the  tariff  policy,  introduces  and  es- 
tablishes, will  admit  of  a  salutary  distinction 
in  the  selection  of  articles  for  protection,  and 
in  the  application  of  retaliatory  measures  to 
impracticable  nations.  Thus  br  there  has  been 
*  no  discrimination,  either  in  articles  at  home  or 
nations  abroad,  in  onr  tariff  policy.  To  pro- 
tect artieles  which  can,  and  ooght  to  be,  inade 
at  home,  we  have  dutied,  and  that  moet  heav- 
ily, not  only  the  cherished  article,  bat  all  oth- 
ers belonging  to  the  same  brancn.  thouKh  of 
kinds  not  made,  nor  necessary  to  lie  made,  in 
the  United  States.  Blanketa  and  strouda  for 
the  Indian  trade,  fine  cottons,  slum  salt — I 
mention  a  few  artlclea  by  way  of  example — 
are  evidences  of  this  want  of  discrimination. 
Among  nations,  this  want  of  disoriminatioD, 
baa  been  equally  palpable.  Qreat  Britain  has 
heea  severe  npon  onr  tobacco,  grain,  and  pro- 
Timons ;  to  retaliate  npon  her  we  hare  been  so- 
■rare,  not  only  npon  her  prodnctions,  but  npon 
the  producdons  of  France,  Oennany,  and  all' 
the  nations  with  whom  we  trade.  This  want 
of  disorifflinotion  among  nations  may  be  the 
necessary  effect  of  regulating  onr  tariff  by  law 
slone.  If  so,  the  argument  becomes  still  strong- 
er in  &TOr  of  my  plan  by  law  and  negotiation 
combined,  which  admits  of  discrimination ; 
-wMch  offers  the  some  advantageous  terms  to 
all  nations,  and  leaves  retaliatory  daties  in 
force  agynst  those  only  which  jnstly  incur  our 
resentment,  by  refusing  to  receive  onr  produc- 
tions npon  the  terms  that  we  offer  to  receive 
theirs.  To  them  I  say,  in  the  thrioe-repeat«d 
longoage  of  the  great  Jefibrson,  "  Free  trade  is 
not  to  be  given  in  exchange  for  vexations  and 
rsBtrictions  I " 

Seventhly,  in  obtaining  increased  importa- 
lioaa  of  gold  and  rilver.  The  United  States 
liave  no  silver  or  jP>ld  mines,  except  those  in 
my  native  State,  (North  Oarolina.)    lliey  are 


dependent  upon  foreign  conntries  for  their  sap- 
ply  of  these  metdla.  To  the  amonat  of  one  or 
two  nulllons  they  are  obtained  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  other  neighboring  coontries,  in  re- 
turn for  domestic  productions,  chiefly  pro- 
viraons.  But  the  main  supply  is  obtained  by 
the  cirenitons  operation  of  sending  onr  tobacco, 
cotton,  and  rice,  to  Europe,  exchanging  them 
for  fine  goods,  and  selling  these  goc^da  in  the 
sonthem  repnblies.  Our  trade  with  Mexico  ia 
a  complete  Ulnstrstion  of  this  process.  We  ob- 
tained from  her,  in  1828 — taking  the  last  year 
to  which  the  returns  are  made  np  and  printed 
— fonr  mUlions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
other  products ;  we  exported  to  ber  about 
seven  nnndred  tltonsand  dollars'  worth  ffif  onr 
domestic  products,  jast  enoiuh  to  balance  hers, 
leaving  the  whole  amoont  of  gold  and  silver  to 
have  been  acquired  by  other  exchanges.  What 
were  theae  exchanges)  They  were  the  fine 
cloths  and  oasdmeres,  the  linens,  silks,  cam- 
brics, muslins,  rich  carpets,  wines,  and  porce- 
l^n,  which  onr  cotton  and  tobacco  had  bought 
in  Europe,  and  whitdi  ware  either  carried  di- 
rect to  Mexico,  or  re-export«d  from  this  coun- 
try nnder  the  system  of  drawbacks.  This 
makes  it  clear,  that  whatever  will  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  onr  cotton  and  tobacco  for  the 
fine  goods  of  Europe,  will  enhance  the  Impor- 
tation of  the  preciona  metals  Into  the  United 
States ;  and  nothing  can  facilitate  this  exchange 
BO  mncb  as  rednctions  of  duty  upon  the  arijcles 
which  compose  it.  The  cotton  plantations  and 
tobacco  fields  of  the  Sonth  and  West  ore  thtu 
the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the  United  States; 
and  blind,  stnpid,  and  soioidal  is  tie  policy 
which  would  destroy  these  fields  and  pJanta- 

Eighthly,  in  promoting  the  Internal  (a^ade 
with  Uexico,  This  trade  is  carried  on  pizQj 
in  domestic,  partly  in  European  goods.  Its 
present  returns  are  about  a  ^nariwr  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  Bo  far  as  foreign  goods  enter 
into  its  amount,  there  is  a  Ion  to  the  trader  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  duty  paid ;  the  want 
of  costom-bouses  on  the  frontiers  rendering 
the  application  of  the  dnwl>aok  system  diffi- 
cult and  objectionable.  The  abolition  of  dutaea 
on  the  foreign  artieles  used  fn  that  tnde^  chiefly 
fine  goods,  would  put  the  inland  b«der  on  ■ 
footing  with  the  sUpper  from  the  Beq>ort,  and 

Erobably  enhance  the  returns  of  the  trade,  in  a 
ri^  period,  from  a  quarter  of  a  million,  to 
one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

These  are  the  results  of  my  plan,  verified  as 
folly  as  established  facts,  fair  inductions,  and 
probabilities  approaching  to  certainty,  can  ver- 
ify any  nntried  experimenL  They  are  the  re- 
sults of  free  trade,  qualified  by  the  policy  of 
protection  vnd  the  necessities  of  revenue ;  two 
qualifications  which,  in  my  view,  reduce  them- 
selves to  one :  for  they  are  convertible  propo- 
ntions — (he  revenue  resulting  from  tbe  proteo- 
tion,  and  the  protection  from  the  revenue. 
Anti-tariff  oitis^  oan  have  no  olfaction  to  it, 
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for  they  admit  the  protection  which  springs 
from  ft  fltir  eiercise  of  the  revenne-rwsinK 
power :  the  sapporters  of  the  tariff  policj,  and 
e8p^^7  the  real  mannfactorera — not  the  po- 
litical ones— hut  the  actnal  owners  and  work- 
ers, can  have  no  ohjection  to  it,  for  it  leaves 
them  all  their  present  protection,  procuree 
them  better  markets  abroad,  gives  them  com- 
forts and  necesBaries,  as  tea,  coffee,  &o.,  cheap- 
er than  thej  now  get  them,  and  faointates  the 
aaqniaition  of  the  material  to  several  branches 
of  manoiactDre,  as  the  umbrella,  the  hat,  the 
lady's  shoe,  bomiet,  &c.,  in  which  silk  is  an 
essential  part ;  and  which  will  be  got  oue-thiill 
cheaper  when  tiie  dntv  on  that  article  is  abol- 
ished. 

Thb  being  the  oaAe,  the  "  isowning  mercy  " 
of  mv  plan  wonld  be  the  speedy  death  and 
burial  of  the  tariff  qaestion,  and,  with  its  in- 
terment, a  restoration  of  that  harmony  of  the 
Union  which  all  tnie  patriots  demre,  and  which 
tlie  progress  of  this  question  boa  so  greatly  im- 

The  last  seetdon  of  my  bill  still  remains  to  be 
considered.  It  is  the  one  which  proposes  to  abol- 
ish the  dnty  apon  alcm  aalt,  and  to  repeal  the 
laws  which  aathorize  the  fishing  bonntiea  and 
allowanoes. 

To  spare  to  any  geDtleman,  stud  Ur.  B.,  the 
supposed  necessity  of  rehearwig  to  me  a  lec- 
ture upon  the  importance  of  the  fisheries,  I  will 
premise  that  I  have  some  acquAintaoce  with  the 
subject ;  that  I  know  the  fisheries  to  be  valu- 
able, for  the  food  they  produce,  the  commerce 
they  create,  the  mariners  they  perfect,  the  em- 
ployment uiey  ^ve  to  artisous  in  the  building 
of  vessels,  and  the  consumption  of  wood,  hemp, 
and  iron.  I  also  know  that  the  fishermen  ap- 
plied for  the  bounties,  at  the  commencement  of 
onr  preeent  form  of  Government,  which  the 
British  Rive  to  their  fisheries,  and  that  it  was 
denied  them  upon  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  (Mr,  Jefferson;)  and  I  have  lately 
read  the  six  dozen  acts  of  Congress,  gener^ 
and  particolar,  passed  in  the  last  fbrty  years, 
from  ITSB  to  1829,  inclnsive,  ^ving  the  boon- 
ties  and  allowances,  which  it  is  my  present 
pn^Kwe  to  abolish,  with  the  duty  on  alnm  salt, 
whiob  is  the  fonndation  upon  which  all  this 
BaperstrDotore  of  legislative  enactmenta  has 
been  reared. 

I  say  the  salt  tax,  and  espeoiallT  the  tax  on 
alum  aalt^  which  is  the  kind  required  for  the 
fisheries,  is  the  foundation  of  all  theee  bonnties 
and  allowances ;  and  that,  as  they  grew  up  to- 
gether, it  is  fur  and  regolar  that  they  should 
dnk  and  fall  together. 

To  prove  this,  let  the  laws  speak. 

ThtLam. 
1.  Act  of  Congress,  178B,  grants  five  cents  a 
barrel  on  pickled  fish,  and  salted  provisions,  and 
five  cents  a  qnintal  on  dried  fish,  exported  from 
the  United  gtat«B,  in  lien  of  a  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  the  imnortation  of  the  salt 
nsed  in  cnring  such  fish  and  provisions. 


N.  B.  Doty  on  salt,  at  that  time,  ux  cents  a 

bushel. 

3.  Act  of  1760  increaMB  the  bonnty  in  lien 
of  drawback  to  ten  cents  a  barrd  on  pickled 
fish  and  salted  provisions,  and  ten  cents  a  quin- 
tal on  dried  fish.  The  duty  on  salt  being  then 
raised  to  twelve  cents  a  bushcL 

8.  Act  of  1763  repeals  the  bounty  in  lien  of 
drawback  on  dried  fish,  and  in  lien  of  that,  and 
as  a  commutation  and  equivalent  therefor,  an- 
thorizes  an  allowance  to  be  paid  to  vessela  in 
the  cod  fishery  (dried  fish)  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  ton  on  vesaela  of  twenty 
to  thirty  tons ;  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  on 
tonnage  of  vessels  above  thirty  tons ;  irith  a 
limitation  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollan 
for  the  highest  allowance  to  any  vesseL 

4.  A  supplementary  act,  of  the  same  ye«r, 
adds  twenty  per  cent,  to  each  head  of  tbeae 
allowances. 

6.  Act  of  llVt  increasea  the  bounty  on  salt- 
ed provirions  to  ei^teen  cents  a  barrel ;  en 
pickled  fish  to  twenty-two  oente  a  barrel ;  and 
adds  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  to  the 
aUowance  in  favor  of  the  cod  fishing  Tossela. 
Duty  on  salt,  at  the  same  time,  being  raised  to 
twenty  cents  a  bnsheL 

6.  Act  of  1TB9  increases  the  bounty  on 
pickled  fish  to  thirty  cents  a  barrel,  on  salted 
provisions  to  twenty-five. 

7.  Act  of  1800  continues  all  previona  acts 
(for  bounties  and  allow  anoea)  for  ten  years,  and 
makes  this  proviso:  That  these  aUowances 
shall  not  be  nnderttood  to  be  continued  for  a 
longer  time  than  the  correqtondent  dnties  en 
salt,  respectively,  for  which  the  said  additional 
allowances  were  granted,  shall  be  payable. 

B.  Act  of  180T  repeals  all  laws  laying  a  duty 
on  Imported  salt,  and  for  paying  bonntiea  on 
tbe  exportation  of  pickled  fish  and  salted  pro- 
visions, and  making  allowances  to  fishing  ves- 
sels— Mr.  Jefferson  being  then  President. 

9.  Act  of  IBIS  gives  a  bounty  of  twen^ 
cents  a  barrel  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and 
allows  to  the  cod  fishing  vessels  at  the  rate  of 
two  dollars  and  forty  cents  the  ton  for  veseds 
•between  twenty  and  thirty  tons,  fonr  dollars  a 
ton  for  vessels  above  thirty,  with  a  limitation 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  for  the 
highest  allowance ;  and  a  proviso,  that  no 
bounty  or  allowance  should  be  pud  unless  it 
was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
that  the  fish  was  wholly  cured  with  foreign 
salt,  and  the  duty  on  it  secured  or  paid.  He 
salt  dnty,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  a  buih^ 
was  revived  as  a  war  tax,  at  the  same  time;, 
Bounties  on  salted  proviaions  were  omitted. 

ID.  Act  of  1S16  continaed  the  act  of  1813  in 
force,  which,  b«ng  for  the  war  only,  wonld 
otherwise  have  expired. 

II.  Act  of  ISIB  increases  the  allowance  to 
vessels  in  the  cod  fishery  to  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  a  ton  on  vessels  from  five  to  thirty ; 
to  four  dollars  a  ton  on  vessels  above  thirty  tons ; 
with  a  limitation  of  three  hundred  and  atlj 
dollars  for  the  Tnininiiim  allowaaoe. 
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12.  Act  of  1828  autboricesthe  mackerel  fiab- 
W  resaela  to  take  ont  licensea  like  the  cod 
fiaaiiiK  TesselH,  onder  which  it  ia  reported  by 
the  vtgilaiLt  Becretarr  of  the  Treasniy,  that 
money  is  illegallj  drawn  b;  the  mackerel  vee- 
eela — tlte  newspapers  saj  to  the  amoiint  of 
thirty  to  fiitj  thonaand  dollars  per  annum. 

These  recitals  of  legislative  enactments  are 
safBcient  to  prove  that  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances  are  bottomed  upon  the  salt  dnty, 
and  must  stand  or  fall  with  that  dnty.  I  will 
DOW  give  my  reasons  for  proposing  to  abolish 
the  dnty  on  alom  salt,  end  will  do  it  in  the  aii 
pleat  form  of  narrative  statement ;  the  reaso 
themselves  being  of  a  natore  too  weighty  and 
obvions  to  need,  or  even  to  admit,'Of  coloring 
or  exa^eration  from  arts  of  speech. 

1.  Because  it  is  an  article  of  indiapcnsebli 
neoeasity  in  the  provision  trade  of  the  United 
States,  Ko  beef  or  pork  for  the  army  or  navy, 
or  for  consumption  in  the  Sonth,  or  for  ez- 

Ertation  abroad,  can  be  pnt  np  except  in  this 
id  of  salt.  If  pnt  np  in  common  salt,  it  is 
r^eoted  abaolntely  by  the  commissaries  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  if  taken  to  the  South 
mnst  be  repacked  in  alum  salt,  at  an  expense  of 
one  dollar  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  bar- 
rel, before  it  is  exported,  or  sold  for  domestic 
consumption.  The  quantity  of  provifltoua  which 
require  this  salt,  and  must  have  it,  is  prodi- 
gious, and  annnally  increasing.  The  exports  of 
1828  were,  of  beefj  aiity  thousand  barrels,  of 
pork,  fifty-fonr  thonsand  barrels,  of  bacon,  one 
million  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight, 
butter  and  cheese,  two  million  pounds  weight. 
The  value  of  these  orticlee  was  two  miUions 
and  a  qoarter  of  dollars.  To  this  amount  moat 
be  added  the  snpply  for  the  army  and  navy, 
end  all  that  was  sent  to  the  South  for  home 
conamnption,  every  pound  of  which  had  to  be 
cored  in  this  kind  oi  salt,  for  common  salt  will 
not  core  it.  The  Western  country  is  the  great 
prodncer  of  proviaions ;  and  there  ia  scarcely 
a  farmer  in  the  whole  extent  of  that  vast  re- 
gion whose  interest  does  not  require  a  prompt 
repeal  of  the  dnty  on  thia  description  of  salt. 

2.  Because  no  salt  of  this  kind  is  mode  in 


brought  from  various  ialanda  in  the  West  In- 
dies, belonging  to  England,  France,  Spain,  and 
Denmark;  and  from  Lisbon,  St.  nbes,  Gibral- 
tar, the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  Liverpool.  The 
principles  of  the  protecting  system  do  not  ex- 
tend to  it ;  for  no  quantity  of  protection  can 
produce  a  home  supply.  The  present  duty, 
which  is  far  beyond  the  rational  limit  of  pro- 
tecUon,  has  been  in  force  near  thirty  years,  and 
haa  not  prodnoed  a  pound.  We  are  still  thrown 
exclusively  npon  the  foreign  snpply.  The  prin- 
ciples of  Uie  protecting  system  can  onl^  .apply 
to  common  salt,  the  product  of  which  ia  con- 
aiderabie  in  the  United  States ;  and  npon  that 
kind,  the  present  duty  is  proposed  to  be  left  in 
fhUforce. 

8.  Becanae  the  dnty  is  enormons,  and  quad- 


rnples  the  price  of  the  salt  to  the  fanner.  The 
onginai  value  of  salt  is  about  fifteen  cenU  the 
meaaured  bushel  of  eighty-four  pounds.  But 
the  tariff  substitutes  weight  for  measure,  and 
fixes  that  weight  at  filty-sii  pounds,  instead  of 
eighty-four.  Upon  that  fifty-six  pounds,  a  dnty 
of  twenty  cents  ia  laid.  Upon  this  duty,  the 
retail  merchant  has  his  profit  of  eight  or  ten 
cents,  and  then  reduces  his  bushel  from  fifty- 
six  to  fifty  pounds.  The  consequence  of  all 
these  operations  is,  that  the  farmer  pays  about 
three  times  as  moch  for  a  weighed  bushel  of 
fifty  pounds,  as  he  would  have  pwd  for  a  meas- 
ured bushel  of  eighty-fonr  pounds,  if  this  duty 
had  never  been  imposed. 

4.  Because  the  duty  is  unequal  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  falls  heavily  on  some  porta  of  the 
community,  and  produces  profit  to  others.  It 
is  a  heavy  tax  on  the  fiumers  of  the  West,  who 
export  proviaions ;  and  no  tax  at  all,  but  rather 
a  sonrce  of  profit,  to  that  branch  of  the  fish- 
eries to  which  the  allowances  of  the  vessels 
ap^ly.  Exporters  of  provisions  have  the  same 
claim  to  these  ailowanoes  that  eiportera  of  fish 
have.  Both  cltums  rest  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple, and  upon  the  principle  of  all  drawbacks, 
that  of  refunding  the  duty  paid  on  the  im- 
ported ssl^  which  is  re-exported  on  salted  fish 
and  provisions.  The  aame  principle  covers  the 
beef  and  pork  of  the  farmer  which  covers  the 
fiah  of  the  fisherman ;  and  auch  was  the  law, 
as  I  have  shown,  for  the  first  eighteen  years 
that  theae  boonties  and  allowances  were  au- 
thorized. Fish  and  provisions  &red  alike  from 
17S9  to  1807.  Bonntiea  and  allowances  began 
upon  them  together,  and  fell  together,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  in  the  second  term  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  administration.  At  the  renewal 
of  the  salt  tax,  in  1813,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  they  parted  company,  and 
the  law,  in  the  exact  sense  of  the  proverb, 
has  made  fish  of  one  and  fiesh  of  the  oth- 
er ever  since.  The  fiabiug  interest  is  now 
drawing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  annnally  from  the  Treasury ;  the  pro- 
vision rusars  draw  not  a  cent,  while  they  ex- 
port more  than  double  as  much,  and  ousht, 
upon  the  same  principle,  to  draw  more  tnan 
double  aa  much  money  from  the  Treasury. 

5.  Because  it  is  the  means  of  drawing  on  un- 
dne  amount  of  money  from  the  public  Treasury, 
nnder  the  idea  of  an  equivalent  for  the  draw- 
back of  dnty  on  the  salts  used  in  the  curiog  of 
fiah.  The  amount  of  money  actually  drawn  in 
that  way  is  about  fonr  milliona  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  is  now  going  on 
at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand 


recognizes,  or  contemplates,  is  proved  in  vari- 
ous ways.  1.  By  comparing  uie  quantity  of 
salt  supposed  to  have  been  used,  with  the  quan- 
tity of  fiah  known  to  have  neen  exported, 
within  a  given  year.  This  test,  for  the  year 
Id  exhibit  abont  seventy  millions  of 
pounds  weight  of  salt  on  about  forty  millkiQS 
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of  ponnds  veight  of  fish.  This  woold  suppose 
about  a  pound  and  Uiree-qnartera  of  salt  ofjon 
each  pound  of  flsh.  3.  Bj  comparing  the 
Talne  of  the  salt  supposed  to  have  been  osed, 
vitub  tbe  value  of  the  fish  knoirn  to  have  been 
exported.  This  test  would  ane  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  thunsand  dollars  for  the  salt 
dnty  on  aboat  one  million  of  dollars'  worth  of 
flah ;  makine  the  duty  one-fonrth  of  its  value. 
On  this  basis,  the  amonnt  of  the  daty  on  the 
salt  used  on  exported  proviuons  wonld  be  near 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  S.  Bj  oompar- 
Ing  the  increamng  allowanoea  for  salt  with  the 
decreasing  exportation  of  fish.  This  teat,  for 
two  given  periods,  the  rate  of  allowanoe  being 
the  same,  would  prodnoe  this  result :  In  the 
jear  IS20,  three  hundred  and  twentj-one  thou- 
sand four  hnndred  and  nineteen  qnintals  of 
dried  fish  exported,  sad  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four dollars  paid  for  the  cemmntation  of  the 
aalt  drawback :  1628,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  two  hnadred  and  seventeen  quin- 
tals of  dried  fish  exported,  and  two  hnndred 
and  Uiirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars  pud  for  the  commutation. 
These  comparisona  establish  the  fact  that  money 
is  unlawfully  drawn  from  the  Treasory  by 
means  of  these  fishing  allowances,  bottomed  on 
tiie  salt  duty,  and  that  fact  is  e^reealy  stated 
by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ^Ir.  Ingham,) 
In  his  report  upon  the  finances,  at  the  oont- 
mencement  of  the  present  sessian  of  Oongress. 
[See  page  8  of  the  report] 

6.  Because  it  has  become  a  practioal  viola- 
tion of  one  of  the  most  equitable  clauses  in  the 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States — the  clause 
which  declares  that  duties,  taxes,  and  excises, 
shall  be  uniform  tbronghout  the  Union.  There 
Is  no  nnifonnity  in  the  operation  of  this  tax. 
Far  from  it.  It  empties  the  pockets  of  some, 
and  fills  the  pockets  of  others.  It  returns  to 
some  five  times  as  much  as  they  pay,  and  ' 
others  it  returns  not  a  cent.  It  gives  to  1 
filling  interest  two  hnndred  and  fifty  thooss 
dollars  per  annum,  and  not  a  cent  to  the  farm- 
ing interest,  which,  upon  the  same  principle, 
would  be  entitled  to  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum. 

?.  Because  this  duty  now  rests  npon  a  false 
basis — a  basis  which  makes  it  the  interest  of 
oae  part  of  the  Union  to  keep  it  np,  wlule  it  is 
the  interest  of  other  parts  to  get  rid  of  it.  It 
is  the  interest  of  the  west  to  abolish  this  duty ; 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  Northeast  to  perpetu- 
ate it.  The  former  loses  money  by  it ;  the  lat- 
ter makes  money  by  it ;  and  a  tax  that  becomes 
a  money-making  buBiness  is  a  solecism  of  the 
highest  order  of  absurdity.  Yet  such  is  the 
feet  The  Treasury  records  prove  it,  and  it  will 
afford  the  Northeast  a  brilliant  opportunity  to 
manifest  their  diBinterest«d  aSectioa  to  the 
West,  by  givi^  np  their  own  profit  in  this  tax. 
to  relieve  the  West  boia  the  burthen 
upon  her. 

8.  Because  the  repeal  of  the  duty  will  not 


materially  diminiiA  the  reveiLne,  nor  delay  the 
estinKni^iment  of  the  pnbllo  debt.  It  is  a  tax 
oarrymg  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as 
bringing  it  in.  The  issue  la  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  perhaps  the  toR  amoiunt 
which  accrues  on  the  kind  of  salt  to  whioh  the 
abolition  extends.  The  duty,  and  the  fiahiog 
allowances  bottomed  upon  i^  falling  to(^ether 
as  they  did  when  Mr.  Jefferson  was  President, 
would  probably  leave  the  amount  of  r 


e.  Because  it  belongs  to  bu  nnhqmy  period 
in  the  history  of  our  Government,  ana  came  to 
u^  in  its  present  magmtude,  in  oompanj  irith 
an  odious  and  repudi^ed  set  of  measures.  Tha 
maximum  of  twenty  oeuta  a  bushel  on  salt  waa 
fixed  in  the  year  'SB,  and  was  the  fruit  of  the 
same  mtem  which  produced  the  alien  and  ba- 
dition  laws,  the  eight  per  oent.  loans,  the  stamp 
act,  the  black  cockade,  and  the  standing  army 
in  Ume  of  peace.  It  was  one  of  the  contriv- 
ances of  that  disastrous  period  for  extorting 
money  from  the  people,  for  the  support  of  that 
strong  and  splendid  Government  whitdi  waa 
then  the  cherished  vision  of  bo  many  eialt«d 
heads.  The  reforming  band  of  Jefferstm  over- 
tlirew  it,  and  all  the  Buperstmctore  of  fishing 
allowances  which  was  erected  upon  it.  The 
exigenoias  of  the  late  war  oansed  it  to  be  re- 
vived, for  the  term  of  the  war,  and  the  interest 
of  Bome,  and  the  neglect  of  others,  have  per- 
mitted it  to  continue  ever  Einoe.  It  is  now  ODT 
duty  to  sink  it  a  second  time.  We  profess  to 
be  disciples  of  the  Jefi'ersonian  school ;  let  ns 
act  up  to  our  profession,  and  complete  the  task 
which  our  master  set  ns. 

This  concludes  what  I  have  to  say  on  the 
present  occaaion.  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have 
vindicated  the  title  of  my  bill;  that  I  have 
shown  it  to  be  a  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  alKili- 
tion  of  unnecessary  duties ;  to  relieve  the  peo- 
ple from  iditeen  millions  of  taxes ;  and  t«  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  agricnlture,  manu- 
factures, commerce,  and  navigation,  of  the 
United  States.  I  now  submit  my  motion,  in 
form,  for  leave  to  bring  it  in. 

[The  leave  was  thereupon  granted,  and  the 
hill  read  the  first  time.] 

Wbdkesdat,  February  84, 
Mr.  Fbot'i  Ee»olvtu>n—NuU\fieation. 

T£r.  WoonnrxT  sud  :  The  alien  and  sedition 
laws  BOon  after  brought  the  hostile  parties  to  & 
crisis ;  and  then  the  strong  reasonmg  of  Ur. 
Hadison,  in  the  Virginia  resolntions  of  17BS, 
and  the  acuta  mind  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  in  thcae 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  whole  infiuence  of  th^ 
democratic  coadjutors  throughout  the  Union, 
were  concentrated  against  those  alarming  doc- 
trines, and  their  fatal,  practical  oonseqnencee. 
One  of  the  Virginia  resolutions  was  u  these 
words ;  (Virg.  Res,  p,  4.) 

"  That  this  Assembly  doth  eipUdtlj  and  peretup- 
torily  declaie,  that  it  views  Iho  powers  of  uie  Fed- 
eral Govemment,  as  resolting  from  the  compact  to 


FSBBUKT,    1880.] 

Thich  the  StUM  an  putlea,  «s  Biidt«d  b^  the  pUn 

ihti  oonpAct,  m  no  fcrther  Talid  tbtn  tlief  an  an- 
thoriied  b;  tba  granta  ennmenMd  in  that  oompset ; 
■nd  Uut,  in  oiaa  of  a  delibarate,  palpabls,  and  dan- 
geroua  eiercLie  of  other  powera,  not  granted  hj  the 
aaid  compact,  the  Statea  who  are  partiea  thereto 
luTe  the  right,  and  are  m  dutj  bound,  to  interpoae 
for  arresUng  the  progreai  of  ika,  evil,  aud  for  main- 
taining within  their  respective  llmiu,  the  authorities, 
r^hta,  and  lQ>ertIea,  appertainlDg  to  them." 

Another  reeolatiou  is  in  these  words :  (Tirg. 
Bes.  p.  9.) 

"ntat  die  Oenenl  Assembly  doth  also  eipreM 
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large  Its  power,  by  the  forced  eonstnotions  of  the 

coostitutiooal  charter  wtiich  defines  them ;  and  that 
indications  hare  appeared  of  a  demgn  to  expound 
certain  geoeral  phrases,  which,  hanog  been  copied 
{com  the  very  limited  grant  of  powers  in  the  former 
articles  of  confederatioa,  were  the  less  liable  to  be 
mlsconstmed,  so  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  and  ef- 
fect of  the  [Articular  ennnieration,  which  necessa- 
rily eiplainl  and  limits  the  general  phrases,  and  so 
as  to  consolidate  the  States  by  degrees  into  one 
soverelKiit; ;  the  obvious  tendency  and  Inevitable 
reanlt  of  which  wonid  be,  to  trMisform  the  preseDt 
Tepnbliean  system  of  the  United  States  into  an  sbso- 
hite,  or,  at  best,  a  mixed  monarchy," 

Ur.  Jefierson,  in  his  letters,  Las  followed  ap 
the  same  ideas,  and  never  parted,  till  he  ported 
with  life  itself;  from  this  democratic  view  of 
the  constitational  compact. 

"  You  wHl  have  learned  that  »n  act  Tor  latemal 
improvement,  aflcr  passing  both  Houses,  was  nega- 
tived by  the  President.  The  act  was  founded, 
avowedly,  OQ  the  principle  that  the  phrase  in  the 
constitution,  which  authorizes  Congress  '  to  lay  tax- 
es, to  pay  debts,  and  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fareJ  was  an  extension  of  the  powers  specifically 
enniffonited  to  whatever  would  promote  the  general 
wel&ie ;  and  this,  yon  know,  was  the  federal  doe- 
tiine.  Whereas,  our  tenet  ever  was,  (and  Indeed  It 
fa  almost  the  only  landmaric  which  now  divides  the 
federalists  from  the  repubUcaDS,)  that  Congress  had 
not  unlimited  powers  to  provide  ibr'the  general 
welfare,  but  were  restrained  to  those  spsSficsSy 
enumerated;  and  that,  as  it  was  never  meant  tliey 
should  provide  for  that  welfare  but  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  enumerated  powers,  ao  it  could  not 
bare  been  meant  they  should  rdse  money  for  pur- 
poses which  the  enumeration  did  not  place  under 
their  action ;  consequently,  that  the  specification  of 
powers  Is  a  Umicatlon  of  the  purposes  for  which  they 
nay  raise  money." — 4  J^.  Wo^  804. 

The  ^nj^oia  Resolutions,  p.  13,  say  farther : 

"  Whether  the  exposition  of  the  general  phrases 
here  combated,  would  not,  by  degrees,  consolidate 
the  States  into  one  sovereignty,  is  a  question  con- 
cerning which  the  committee  con  perceive  little 
room  for  diflerence  of  oi^nioD.  To  conolidata  the 
States  into  one  sovereignty,  nothing  more  can  be 
wanted  than  to  supersede  their  respective  sovereign- 
ties In  the  cases  reserved  to  them,  by  extending  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  all  eases  of  the 
'  general  wel&re,'  that  is  to  say,  to  '  all  cases  what- 
ever.'" 


[Smun. 

Who  is  so  blind  as  not  to  see,  in  the  ap- 
prosohing  condition  of  oor  Government,  on 

the  eztiDgnishment  of  the  national  debt,  and 
with  onr  present  enormons  dnties  retamed, 
creating  a  vast  snrplns  revenue  of  ten  or  fiiteen 
millions  of  doUars ;  who  does  not  see  a  canae 
of  new  and  most  fearfbl  apprehension  to  the 
St«t«s,  if  all  that  sarplna,  as  well  as  all  the  pnb- 
lic  lands,  can,  and  shall  be  employed  nnder  the 
General  Government,  in  objects  that  Govern- 
ment may  think  condncive  to  the  "common 
good,"  or  "  general  welfare  f "  Who  does  not 
see  a  door  opened  to  favoritism  and  ooimption. 
which  nuiy  let  in  frretrievnble  min  to  aonnd 
political  Jnstioe  and  eqnality,  and  overwhelm 
ever^  vestige  of  State  independence!  Who 
does  not  see — I  care  not  by  whose  hands  ad- 
ministered— I  say  the  some  in  a  miyority  as 
when  in  a  minority — I  say  the  same  nnder  this 
as  nnder  the  last  administration — who  does  not 
see  a  power  never  cont«mplBted  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  oonstitntioo,  and  which  can  never 
be  exercised  nnder  onr  present  political  system, 
vrithont  tainting  to  the  core,  both  those  who 
exercise  and  those  who  feel  it  ?  Bo  I  say  this 
becanse  hostile  to  int^mal  improvements  f 
Ko  1  Bnt  becanse  hostile  to  the  dereneracj,  if 
not  the  min  of  oor  confederacy ;  and  becnnse  I 
woald  advance  internal  improvements  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  and  individaals,  and  not 
at  the  expense  of  the  ITniocL  I  wonld  do  it 
the  only  way  they  ever  oan  be  advanoed,  with 
safety  and  nsefolneas — aceording  to  the  resoln- 
tion  of  Kew  Hampshire,  before  read ;  and  in 
those  cases  only  in  which  individuals  and  Statea 
can  see  their  private  and  local  interest  to  be  so 
much  promoted  by  these  improvemente,  as  to 
warrant  the  undertakings  by  themselves. 

Has  it  then  come  to  this,  nnder  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, that  one  of  the  parties  cannot,  in  any 
way,  interpose  and  correct  its  minons  tenden- 
cies, and  its  insidious  oonatmodona,  when  tho 
great  exigencies  of  the  conntry  demand  it?  I 
uiink  there  has  been  more  apparent  than  real 
differencn  on  this  point,  in  the  present  debate. 
Most  most  admit  that  they  can  interfere  in 
some  way  ;  so  said  the  lathers  of  democracy  in 
'98 ;  BO  said  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions ;  and  so  do  those  say  whom  I  represent. 
They  can  interpose  in  variona  ways,  ify  th»- 
ory  on  this  subject  may  vary  more  in  form  than 
substance  from  other  gentlemen's,  but,  as  each 
speaks  for  himself  on  tiiis  floor,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  state  briefly  it  is  this ;  that  the  par- 
ties to  the  constitution  are  the  agents  of  the 
people  and  the  States,  placed  in  the  General 
Govenmient  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  agents 
of  the  people  placed  in  their  State  Governments 
on  the  other  hand ;  and  that  the  people  sep- 
arated from  their  agents,  are  only  the  great 
primary  power  and  foundation  of  the  whole, 
never  acting  aa  one  whole  upon  or  abont  the 
constitntion-  either  legislatively,  executively,  or 
judicially  ;  but  acting  on  it,  in  those  forms,  or 
any  others,  only  by  ^eir  agents  in  the  Statea 
and  in  the  General  Government,    Bnt  the  peo- 
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pie  tbemsdves  are  etUl  a  power  tiehinil  the 
throne  greater  than  the  throne  itself;  and,  en- 
trench jonreelTes  as  joq  may,  to  the  teeth,  in 
parchments  and  conatmotionB,  the; ,  b;  their 
agents,  in  conTention  in  the  States,  can  abohah 
every  institntion,  political  or  civil,  of  the  Union 
or  of  the  respective  Statea. 

The  parties,  titan,  in  collision  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  powers  given  bj  the  conatitutioa  of  the 
Union,  are  seldom  the  people  with  their  agents 
of  either  class,  and  never  so  any  length  of  time 
without  a  sufflcient  redress ;  but  the  opposing 
parties  are  generally,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
agents  of  the  people  and  the  States,  onder  that 
constitution,  and  on  the  other  nand,  their 
agents  onder  the  Stat«  constitotions.  I  say  the 
agents  of  the  people  and  States  in  the  General 
Government,  as  the  States  are  technically  rep- 
resented here,  in  the  Senate,  and  may  cdways 
technically  and  solely  choose  all  the  electors  of 
the  eiecative  brancL  The  fonuer,  acting  in 
the  administration  of  the  General  Government, 
causes  the  former,  properly  enoash  in  common 
parlance,  to  be  called  the  General  Government, 
and  the  latter  the  States.  The  people,  as  snch, 
unless  in  a  revolutionary  condition,  cannot  cast 
ft  single  vote,  hold  a  single  town  meeting,  or 
lay  ont  a  road  of  ordinary  highway,  except 
through  State  power  and  State  agency.  I  shall 
not  repeat  what  reasoning  and  illustration  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Bowan)  and 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hathk)  have  addnced,  in 
proof  of  these  views,  but  merely  cite  a  clanse, 
in  the  Virginia  resolntions  of  .'98,  to  show,  that 
these  views,  whether  right  or  wrong,  were  the 
views  of  the  fathers  of  the  democratio  party, 
and  if  I  err,  I  err  with  the  Platos  and  Socrates 
of  my  political  futh.    (Yirg.  Res.  p.  8.) 

"The  other  position  involTed  in  this  branch  of 
the  resolution,  nunel;,  '  that  the  States  are  not  par- 
ties to  the  constitution  or  compact,'  is,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  equally  &ee  from  obJecUoD. 
It  is  indeed  true  that  the  term  'States'  is  some- 
times  need  in  a  vague  seoBc,  and  sometimes  in  diffei- 
ent  genses,  accordmg  to  the  subject  to  which  It  is 
applied  Thus  it  sometimes  means  the  separate 
sections  occained  by  the  political  societiei  within 
each  ;  sometimes  the  particular  Koveroments  estab- 
lished by  those  societies  \  sometuncs  those  societies 
■J  organiTed  iato  those  particular  governments;  sad 
lastly,  it  means  the  people  composing  those  political 
societies  in  their  highest  political  eoTereign  capaci- 
ty. Although  it  n^ht  be  wished  that  ttie  perfec- 
tion of  language  admitted  less  diversity  in  tbe  ng- 
niScatiOD  of  the  same  words,  yet  little  inconvcn- 
iency  is  produced  by  it,  where  the  true  sense  can 
be  collected  with  certainty  from  the  different  ap- 
plicatioos.  In  the  preseal  instance,  whatever  dlf- 
fercnl  cocstructions  of  the  term  '  States,'  ia  the  res- 
olution, may  have  been  entertained,  all  will  at  least 
concur  In  that  last  mentioned;  because  in  that  sense 
the  constituUon  was  mihmitlcd  to  the  '  Statea  ; '  in 
that  sense  the  '  States '  ratiBcd  it ;  attd  in  that  seose 
of  the  term  '  States'  they  are  consequently  parties 
to  the  compact  from  which  the  powers  of  the  Fed- 
eral Govermnent  result." 

The  States,  then,  being  one  party,  is  it  to  he 
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contended  that  still  the  other  party,  tbe  G«n- 
eral  Government,  may  adopt  any  extended  con- 
stmotion  of  the  powers  granted  under  tbe  con- 
etitation,  without  any  efficient  right  on  the  part 
of  the  States  to  murmnr,  remonstrate,  alter,  or 
resist  ?  Certwnly  not,  I  should  think,  on  either 
side  of  the  debate.  But  how  &r  can  they  go. 
and  "  where  shall  their  proud  waves  be  staid  I" 
The  opinion  of  the  Bapreme  Oourt  of  the  United 
States,  a  tribunal  appointed,  organized,  and  ao- 
countable  only  to  one  party  to  the  Govemmeot, 
and  one  party  to  the  decision,  is  oreed  on  us  to 
he  the  great  flnil  balance  wheel  of  the  whole 
machinery.  But  if  the  States  bo  another  party 
to  the  compact,  it  is  manifest  that,  (m  ordinarT- 
principles  of  compact,  they  have  the  same 
right  as  the  opposite  party,  or  its  agents,  to  de- 
cide on  the  extent  of  the  compact.  This  is  con- 
ceded between  two  parties,  in  the  osm  of  treo- 
(des,  and  in  the  case  of  ordinary  bargains  and 
conventions ;  and  It  caDnt>t  be  denied  here,  ad- 
mitting we  have  shown  the  States  to  be  one 
party,  nnless  both  the  parties  have  eipniSBlj 
agreed  upon  some  tribunal  intermediate,  as  an 
umpire,  or  judge,  to  decide  irrevocably,  this 
kind  of  differences  between  the  parties  to  the 
constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  I  understand 
it  to  be  arB:ned,  that  the  Supreme  Court  has 
tieen  agreed  on  as  such  a  tribunal.  But,  tlie 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  would  not 
be  likely  to  be  so  agreed  on,  reasoning  a  jjribri 
because  its  members  are  all  appointed  by,  and 
answerable  to,  only  one  of  the  parties,  and  in- 
deed go  to.form  a  portion  of  one  of  the  parties, 
being  mere  agents  of  the  General  GovernmeoL 
The  amendments  of  the  constitution,  reser\-ing 
rights  and  powers  to  the  States  or  people, 
would  be  nugatory — a  mere  mockery,  if  tbe 
suicidal  grant  was  made  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  the  mere  agents  of  one  par^,  to  decide 
'finally  and  forever  on  the  extent  of  all  th^ 
own  powers.  The  reaaoning  for  this  grant, 
therefore,  seems  to  me  or^Btentvm  ad  abtar- 
dium,  as  clear  as  any  axiom  in  Endid.  But  on 
this  head  1  am  anxious  not  to  be  misappre- 
hended, and  am  willing  to  resort  to  the  words 
of  the  charter  itself  to  see  what  the  legitimate 
powers  of  that  court  purport  to  be,  in  deciding 
such  controversies. 

From  the  very  fact  of  there  being  two  par- 
ties in  the  Federal  Government,  it  would  seem 
a  necessary  inference  that  the  sgents  of  each 
party,  on  proper  occasions,  must  be  allowed 
and  are  required,  by  an  official  oath,  to  con- 
form to  the  constitution,  and  to  decide  on  the 
extent  of  its  provisions,  so  far  as  is  neceeaary 
for  the  expression  of  their  own  views,  and  for 
the  performance  of  their  own  duties,  llus 
being,  to  my  mind,  the  rationaU  of  the  casei,  I 
look  on  the  expess  words  of  tbe  constitntion  as 
conforming  to  it  by  limiting  the  grant  of  judi- 
cial jurisdiction  to  the  Supreme  Coort,  both  by 
the  constitution  and  by  the  acts  of  C-ongress,  to 

Secific  ennmerated  objects.    In  the  aame  yray 
ere  are  lunited  grants  of  Judicial  jnrisdictioii 
to  State  courts,  nnder  most  of  the  State  oonsti- 
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totiODS.  When  cases  present  tbemBelTes  within 
these  grants,  the  judges,  whether  of  the  Statoa, 
or  the  United  States,  most  decide,  and  enfuroe 
their  decision  wiUi  snoh  means  as  are  confided 
to  them  \ij  the  laws  and  the  constitutions. 
But  when  qnestions  arise,  not  confided  to  the 
Jadidarj  or  the  Btatee  or  United  States,  t^e 
officers  ooDcenied  in  those  qnestions  mnat 
themselves  decide  them :  and,  in  the  end,  must 
pnnae  snob  coarse  as  their  views  of  the  con- 
atitntion  dictate.  In  snoh  instances  thej  have 
the  same  authority  to  make  the  declaioii  as  the 
Bnoreme  Court  itself  has  in  other  instances. 

Thus  the  Vii^nia  Besolutions,  page  13,  say ; 
"  However  trae,  therefore,  it  may  be,  that  the 
Jadicial  Department  is,  in  all  qaestions  snbmit- 
t«d  to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  to 
decide  in  the  last  resort,  this  resort  must  neces- 
Bftrily  be  deemed  the  last  in  relation  to  the  an- 
thorities  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Qov- 
emment ;  not  in  relation  to  the  righte  of  the 
parties  to  the  constitntional  compact  firom 
-which  the  iodicial  as  well  as  the  other  depart- 
ments hola  their  delegated  trusts.  On  any 
other  hypothesis,  the  delegatiou  of  judicial 
power  wonld  annnl  the  authority  delegating  it ; 
And  the  concurrence  of  this  department  with  the 
others  in  nsnrped  powers,  might  enhvert  for- 
ever, and  beyond  the  possible  reaoh  of  any 
rightiiil  remedy,  the  very  constitution  which  ^ 
were  instituted  to  preserve. 

Thus,  Ur.  Jefferson  aays : 

"  They  contun  the  true  principles  of  the  reroln. 
tion  of  ISDD,  for  that  was  u  real  a  revolation  in  the 
principles  of  our  OoTemment  as  that  of  1776  was  in 
ita  form ;  not  eOected,  Indeed,  by  the  sword,  as 
that,  but  by  Iha  ra^onal  and  peaceable  initrument 
of  reform — the  luftVage  of  the  people.  The  naUon 
declared  its  will  bj  d^miaeing  mnctionariea  of  one 
principle  and  electing  those  of  another ;  and  the  two 
brancbea,  the  Eiecutire  and  Legislative,  submitted 
to  their  election.  Over  the  Judiciary  Department 
the  coQStitutioQ  had  deprived  them  of  their  control. 
That,  therefore,  has  conUoued  the  reprobated  sys- 
tem ;  and  although  new  matter  has  been  occamon- 
■Uy  incorporated  into  the  old,  yet  the  leaven  of  the 
old  mass  seems  to  aaumilate  to  itself  the  new  ;  and 
attcr  20  years'  cooBrmation  of  tbe  Federal  syitem 
by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  declared  through  the 
iDedinm  of  elections,  we  find  the  Judiciary,  on  every 
occadon,  ttlU  drivhig  ns  Into  consolidation. 

"  In  denying  the  right  they  usurp,  of  eicluilvely 
exjriuning  the  conatiiution,  I  go  farther  than  you 
do,  if  I  understand  rightly  yonr  quotation  from  the 
Federalist,  of  an  opinioo  that  'the  Judiciary  ie  the 
lait  resort  in  relatioo  to  the  other  departments  of 
tbe  Government,  but  not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  the  compact  under  which  tbe  Judicia- 
ry is  derived.'  If  this  opinion  be  sound,  then  in. 
deed  is  our  constitution  a  complete /e'o  Am.  For, 
Intending  to  establish  three  departments,  co-ordi- 
nate and  independent,  that  they  nught  check  and 
balance  one  another,  it  has  given,  according  to  this 
oiNnioo,  to  one  of  them  alone  the  right  to  prescribe 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  others,  and  to  that 
one,  too,  which  is  unelccted  by,  and  independent 
nt,  the  nation.  For  experience  has  already  shown 
tbU  the  Impeachment  it  has  prorided  is  not  even  a 


that  snch  opinions  as  tbe  one  you  com> 
cautiously  out,  as  yon  observe,  also,  by  de- 
t,  not  belonging  to  the  case  often,  bat 
sought  for  out  of  it,  as  if  to  raUy  the  public  opinion 
beforehand  to  their  views,  and  to  indicate'lhe  line 
they  are  to  walk  in,  have  been  so  quietly  passed 
over  as  never  to  have  eicited  animadveruon,  even 
in  a  speech  of  any  ooe  of  the  body  intrusted  with 
impeachment.  The  constitatioo,  on  this  hypothesis, 
is  a  mere  thiog  of  wax  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Judicia- 
ry, which  they  may  twist  and  shape  into  any  form 
they  please.  It  should  be  remembered,  as  an  ai. 
iom  of  eternal  truth  in  politics,  that  whatever  power 
In  any  GorenimeDt  is  independent,  is  absolute  also ; 
in  theory  ooly,  at  first,  whUe  the  spirit  of  the  people 
is  ap,  but  in  practice  as  fast  as  that  relaiee.  Inde- 
pendence can  be  trusted  nowhere  but  with  the  peo- 
ple in  mass.  They  are  inherently  independent  of 
all  but  moral  law.  Hy  construction  of  the  constitu. 
tion  is  very  different  fVom  that  yoa  quote.  It  Is, 
that  each  department  is  troly  independent  of  the 
others,  and  has  an  equal  right  to  decide  for  itself 
what  Is  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  in  the  cases 
submitted  to  its  action ;  and  especially  where  It  is 
to  act  ultimately  and  without  appeaL" 

In  confirmation  of  this,  almost  every  Eastern 
CODstitntion  aathorises  the  departments  of  Qov- 
emment,  not  Judicial,  to  call  on  the  judges  for 
ud  and  advice  merely,  in  questions  of  difficulty, 
still  leaving  those  departinenta  to  act  finally  on 
their  own  matored  information,  and  their  own 
responsibility.  Bnt  all  the  difficnlty  does  not 
arise  here.  Bnppose  the  State  agents,  Jadicial 
or  otherwise,  decide  wrong  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people  \  or  the  agents  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment decide  wrong  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people,  on  subjects  admitted  to  be  within  their 
jurisdiction.;  is  there,  first,  no  remedy  for  the 
people  ?    Are  not  they  supreme  t 

As  I  before  remarked,  the  people,  in  their 
omnipotence,  if  tiie  case  euute  them  enough, 
can,  and  will,  in  snch  event,  always  apply  a 
most  sovereign  remedy ;  sometimes  reach  the 
disease  by  changing  the  agents  who  have  mis- 
behaved ;  at  other  times,  when  imable,  by  the 
tenore  of  office,  as  in  the  case  of  the  judges 
generally,  to  reaoh  that  class  of  agents  by  new 
elections,  they  can,  by  conventions,  alter  or 
aboli^  ue  whole  system  of  Government,  and 
the  whole  oonrse  of  decisions  under  them ;  and 
improve  and  create  anew  whatever  may  have 
been  objectionable.  This  Is  a  doctrine  neither 
revolntionaiT  nor  leading  to  anarchy,  bnt  ra- 
tional and  democratio,  and  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  all  popular  Governments.  But,  grant- 
ing this,  tbe  ai^nment  still  holds,  that,  though 
the  people  can  effect  a  change,  yet  the  States, 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  compact,  cannot  reaoh 
or  correct  what  they  may  deem  an  erroneous 
decision  by  the  agents  of  the  other  party  on 
the  powers  given  by  the  compact,  and  eeperaallj 
that  they  cannot  reaoh  or  correct  an  erroneons 
decision  made  by  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
Union.  Agun,  it  may  be  answered,  reasoDing 
apnori,  that,  if  this  be  tme,  it  is  deeply  to  be 
lamented,  as  the  people  seldom  act  unitedly  or 
efficiently  except  through  their  State  »—— 
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those  agents  who  oome  m  ft'eqnentij'  and  so 
directly  from  amonp  the  people  themselTeB.  If 
tbis  be  true,  it  U  quite  certain  tliat  the  Supreme 
Court  might,  if  m>  diaposed,  proceed,  case  by 
case,  from  year  to  year,  on  one  anbject  and 
aaother,  in  this  and  that  section  of  the  Union, 
to  give  oonstractiona  to  the  constitution,  tond- 
ing  slowly,  bat  ineTitably,  to  a  consolidation  of 
the  OoTernment,  and  to  the  atter  proBlr&tion 
of  Stata  righta :  and  yet  the  people,  as  a  peo- 
ple, wonld  not  widely  and  at  once  become 
enough  excited  to  interpose  in  their  primary 
Authority,  and  stay  or  correct  snch  enoroach- 
ments.  If  this  be  true,  any  Supreme  Court  en- 
tertainiug  political  views  hostile  to  those  of  a 
m^ority_  of  the  people,  would  be  able,  in  time. 
by  cautions  approach^  not  exciting  general 
and  deep  alarm,  to  defeat  the  minority,  to  ren- 
der the  reservations  to  the  States  and  people  a 
mere  brTttnm/iilmen,  turn  the  doctrine  of  State 
rights  into  a  jest,  and  ride  triomphantJy  over 
bII  probable  and  feasible  opposition. 

There  is  wanting  in  me  no  respect  to  the 
members  of  our  Supreme  Court  which  their 
l^at  personal  wortJi  deserves:  but  I  would 
inquire  it^  from  the  case  of  Marhury  and  Madi- 
son, in  1801,  down  to  that  of  the  Badk  and 
UcColloch  in  1821,  there  has  not  been  evinced" 
on  that  l>eDch  a  manifest  and  sleepless  oppod- 
tion,  in  all  cases  of  a  political  bearing,  to  the 
strict  construction  of  the  constitntion  adopted 
by  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  in  the  great 
revolution  of  1801 1  I  say  nothing  now  against 
the  honesty  or  legal  correctness  of  their  views 
in  adopting  snch  a  construction.  I  speak  only 
of  the  matter  of  fact,  and  of  its  political  ten- 
dency;  and  I  ask,  if,  while  the  peopl^  through 
their  democratic  agents  in  the  Legislatures  of 
the  State  and  General  Governments,  have  been, 
in  the  mwuj  adhering  to  one  construction, — a 
strict  and  rigid  construction— if  their  Judicial 
agents  in  the  General  Government  have  not 
been,  wiUi  a  constancy,  and  silence,  like  the 
approaches  of  death,  adhering  to  a  different 
constmotion  t  Thus  sliding  onward  to  consoli- 
dation ;  thus  giving  a  diseased  enlargement  to 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and 
throwing  chains  over  State  rights — chains 
never  dreamed  of  at  the  formation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  What  says  Mr.  Jeffereon  on 
this  head !    (4  Jefferson's  Works,  page  887.) 

"  But  it  is  not  from  this  branch  of  Goveroment 
wc  have  most  to  feu-.  Taxes  and  short  elections 
irlll  keep  them  right.  The  Judiciary  of  the  United 
States  Is  the  subtle  corps  of  sappers  kud  miaen 
which  la  constantlr  working  nndergronnd  to  under- 
mine  the  founditions  of  our  confederated  fabric. 
IHiey  ore  conatcuing  our  consUtutiou  from  a  co-or- 
diuadoa  of  ■  general  and  ■pecial  Govemment  to  a 
Reueral  ind  supreme  one  alone.  This  will  lay  all 
miugs  at  their  feet,  and  they  are  too  well  veraed  in 
EDgliab  law  to  forget  the  maxim,  >  fiont  iudUU  *tt 

No  institution,  in  this  free  country,  is  above 
Inst  criticism  and  &ir  disoassion,  in  regard  to 
its  poMoal  views,  and   the  political  conse- 


quences of  its  proceedings.  Hence,  in  the 
States,  and  everywhere,  the  field  of  inquiry 
and  comment  is,  and  ahonld  be,  open  to  all; 
and  a  sacredness  from  this  would  render  any 
institution  a  despotism.  What,  then,  let  me 
Bsk,  what  have  been  the  illustrations  of  the 
beuin^  of  the  decisions  of  that  court  np«t 
8tat«  nghta,  in  partioular  cases !  At  one  time^ 
has  not  Geor^  been  prostrated,  by  a  decision, 
in  a  ease,  feigned,  or  real,  between  Fletcher 
and  Peck  t  At  another;  Pennsylvania  bnmhled, 
in  the  case  of  OlmHtoad's  executors)  At  an- 
other, Ohio  and  Uaryland  subdued,  in  the  case 
ofKcCuUochandtheBankt  At  another,  New 
York  herself  set  at  defiance,  in  the  steamboat 
controversy)  And  last,  if  not  least  New 
Hampshire  vanquished  in  the  case  of  Dart- 
moutn  College  t  These  decisions  may,  or  may 
not,  have  been  legally  right ;  that  is  not  iqt 
present  inquiry ;  but  who  is  not  struck  wii 
the  difference  between  the  progress  and  effeet 
of  these  decisions,  and  what  was  witnessed  in 
the  earlier  days  of  the  Bepuhlic )  When  Ha»- 
sachusetta.  in  the  height  of  her  glory,  was 
threatened  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  that 
court  for  trial,  she,  in  the  person  of  Hancock, 
set  on  foot  a  remonstrance,  and  a  pn^meed 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  which  her  great 
influence  carried  throu^iout  the  Union — an 
amendment  exempting  a  sovereign  State  there, 
in  certain  cases,  from  the  humiliation  of  a  tritd 
and  sentence.  Even  this  amendment,  so  plausi- 
ble on  its  facOj  has,  since  1801,  been  almost 
wholly  evaded  m  practice,  by  suing  the  aguita 
of  a  State,  instead  of  the  State  itself.  So  again. 
before  1801,  when  Yireinia,  in  her  mi^t  and 
chivalry,  took  the  field  egaiost  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  and  against  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  their  constitntiouaii^,  an 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  to  he  snre.  did 
not  follow,  bot  on  alteration  iu  the  adininiali«- 
tion  and  tne  laws  did  follow ;  and  she  effected 
the  political  revolution  which  suffered  those 
laws  to  expire  without  a  renewal,  and  wiO 
probably  prevent  their  re-enactment,  until  dft- 
mocra^  itself  shall  have  become  a  foi^otten 
tale.  I  shall  enumerate  no  other  cases,  nor  de- 
tain the  Senate  by  a  moment's  inquiry  into  the 
oorrectDess  of  any  of  theee  decisions :  though 
it  may  be  observed  that  my  own  State,  on  an 
attempt  to  obtain  her  political  approbation  of 
the  decisions  in  the  cases  of  Ohio  and  J£ary- 
land,  and  of  the  principlee  therein  involved, 
postponed  indefinitely  the  resolutions  on  that 
subject,  by  the  following  vote,  in  one  brsnoh 
of  her  Legislature : 


resolutions : 

"Saalved,  That,  iu  the  opinion  of  tbis  IcpAr 
tuce,  the  proceedings  lu  the  Circuit  ITourt  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  iu  the  befoie- 
mcntioned  report  stated,  do  not  violate  eitber  the 
letter  or  the  epirit  of  the  lltb  article  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  ConstitutioD  of  the  United  Statee,  ■oat 
constitute  any  Jest  w  *  ■  ■  -  - 
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The  only  ttme  aha  ever  eipresaod  any  opin- 
ion, as  a  State,  hostile  to  my  viewa  ooncerninK 
tita  powers  of  the  General  Government,  ana 
ite  Jadioiary,  was  in  rejecting  the  VirKinia 
lesolntions,  at  on  ers  in  her  polititw  when,  hav- 
ing iost  oaat  her  Totea  for  the  elder  Adam^  she 
inlgnt  natorally  be  eipeoted  to  be  hoatile  to 
tiie  democratio  prinoiplee  of  those  reaolations. 

It  will  thos  he  men  how  the  powers  of  the 
General  GoTemment  have  been  ^adnally 
brought,  through  one  of  its  departments,  to 
bear  on  the  States ;  and  how  tbe  deciaiona  of 
that  depuiment  have  gradually  tended  to  the 
dangerous  enlargement  of  those  powers.  This 
Bobjeet  has  been  adverted  to,  not  for  the  pnr- 


best,  bat  to  ask  whether  no  way  exists  for  the 
States,  when  opposed  to  the  political  bearing 
of  those  oouatrQctions ;  when  opposed  to  each 
ft  political  operation  of  the  constitution,  to 
fiheok  or  control  the  inflnenoe  of  such  a  conrse 
of  decisions !  And,  if  any  way  does  not  exist, 
-whether  the  Government  is  not  likely  soon  to 
end  in  consolidation !  And  whether  ooi  future 
Preaidenta  and  Vice  Presidents,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  of  the  signs  of  the  times  abont  a 
new  alliance,  are  not,  as  more  than  once  inti- 
mated in  this  discussion,  from  the  West  and 
East,  to  be  hfted  hereafter  from  that  bench,  to 
preside  over  the  new  destinies  of  a  consolidated 
Government?  Uy  own  answer  to  some  of 
these  inquiries,  is,  flretly,  that,  by  the  States, 
as  States,  the  erroneous  decision  of  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Execntlve  departments  of  tlie  General 
Goremment  can  generally  be  corrected  by 
changing,  in  the  State  Le^atnres,  aod  at  the 
ballot  boxes,  the  agents  here  who  mode  those 
decisions.  This  has  been  the  ordinary  remedy 
in  ordinary  cases.  Another  class  of  decisions, 
and  especially  those  by  the  Jndioiary,  when 
thejndgee  are  not  removable  by  the  people,  or 
the  States,  or  Oongresa,  as  those  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  are  not,  con  be  corrected,  some- 
times by  the  States,  as  States,  through  public 
expressions  of  opinion  in  their  Legislatnres, 
acting  by  their  intnnsio  reasonii)^  ana  force  on 
the  agents  who  made  those  decisions,  and  in- 
dndng  them  to  revise  and  alter  their  doctrines 
in  fiitore.  It  woold  not  be  derogatory  to  any 
oonrt  to  listen  to  any  expressions  of  opinions 
■ad  argmnents  sach  as  those  contused  in  the 
Viiwinia  resolutions  of  1T98  j  in  the  resolutions 
of  Soath  Carolina  on  the  tariff;  or  in  tbe  £x- 
eonUve  message,  resolntions,'and  report,  of  the 
X^egislatore  of  New  Hampshire,  in  1822,  on  the 
oonstructire  powers  claimed  for  the  General 
Government.'  When  all  these  modes  fail,  an- 
otiier  and  decisive  resort,  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  is  to  amendments  of  tbe  constitution. 


their  resolations  and  concert,  in  this  w^, 
e&ct  any  changes,  limitations  oT  corrections, 
•hows  clearly  that  in  them  the  real  sovereignty 
between  tho  two  Governments  is  placed  by 


the  constitution,  and  in  them  the  final,  para- 
mount supremacy  resides.  They  can  alter  this 
constitution;  but  we,  here,  cannot  alter  their 
constitutions.  We,  then,  are  the  servants,  and 
they  the  muster.  On  the  contrary,  whatever 
others  may  hold,  I  do  not  hold  that  any  certain 
redress,  beyond  this,  on  the  port  of  any  State^ 
can  be  interposed  agunst  sncn  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  are  foEowed  by  legal  pro- 
cess, unless  that  State  resorts,  successfaUv,  to 
force  against  force,  in  conflict  with  the  Federal 
agents.  It  is  admitted  by  me,  however,  that  a 
State  may  r^olve,  may  express  her  convictions 
on  the  nullity  or  uucocstitutionality  of  a  law 
or  decision  of  the  General  Government,  These 
doin^  may  wort  a  change  through  public 
opimon,  or  lead  to  a  eo-operation  of  three* 
fourths  of  the  sister  States,  to  correct  the  errors 
by  amendments  of  the  oonstitutioB.  But  when- 
ever  the  enforcement  of  the  law  or  deciaon 
comes  within  the  scope  of  the  acknowledged 
Jurisdiotion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  can  be 
accomplished  by  legal  process,  I  see  no  way  in 
which  that  court  can  be  controlled,  except  by 
moral  and  intellectual  appeals  to  the  hearts  and 
heads  of  her  judges,  or  by  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  or  by  the  deplorable  and  depre- 
cated remedy  of  physical  force.  This  ]att«r  re- 
sort I  do  not  understand  any  gentleman  here 
to  approve,  until  all  other  resorta  fail;  and 
even  uien,  only  in  a  case  where  the  evil  suffer- 
ed is  extreme  and  palpable,  aud,  indeed,  more 
intolerable  and  dangerous  than  the  diasolation 
of  the  Government  itself. 

Such  was  the  doctrine  of  Jefferson  and  Uad- 
iaon.    (Virginia  BeeoLutioDs,  p.  18.) 

"Tbe  resolution  bis  iCDOrdlngiy  guarded  against 
any  miaapprehenuon  of  its  object,  by  eipressly  re- 
qmring,  for  such  ui  Interpodtlon, '  the  case  of  a  de- 
Ubenite,  palpable,  and  dangerous  breach  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  the  eierdse  of  powers  not  gruited  by 
it.'  It  most  be  e  case,  noi  of  a  light  and  transient 
nature,  but  of  a  nature  dangerous  to  the  great  pur* 
poses  for  which  the  constitutiou  was  establlshetL  It 
most  be  a  ease,  moreover,  not  obscure  or  donbtM 
in  its  constraotion,  but  plain  and  palpable.  Lastly, 
it  must  be  a  case  not  resulting  &am  a  partial  cou- 
ddaradon  or  lusty  determination,  bat  a  case  stamp- 
ed with  a  final  coosideratiOB  and  deliberate  ad' 
herenoe." 

Beyond  these  views  I  trust  no  member  of 
this  confederacy  vriU  ever  feel  either  the  neces- 
sity or  inclination  to  advance,  and  thus  pot  in 
jeopardy  that  Union  which  we  all  profess  so 
nighly  to  prize, 

Pbidat,  Febniai7  S6. 
Mr,  Footh  Se»6lution—NuU\/Uati<m. 
Mr.  Skith,  of  South  Oarolina,  said :  This  dis- 
cusfflon,  sir,  has  involved  the  coutideration  of 
two  great  political  questioos;  whether,  if  a 
State  be  borne  down  by  the  oppresMve  opera- 
tion of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  the  prop- 
er appeftl  &om  that  oppreedon  is  not  to  the 
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Jndioiaiji  or  whether,  in  sach  a  case,  the  Btato 
aggrieved  has  not  a  right  to  withdraw,  and  aay 
to  the  rest  of  the  XJdIod,  we  no  longer  belong 
to  jon,  heoanse  yon  have  violated  the  compact 
with  ns ;  we  have  decided  for  ovrMlveB  that 
yon  have  oppressed  ni ;  yonr  laws  are  nncon- 
Btitntional  and  we  will  no  longer  continne  a 
member  of  the  Union. 

On  the  first  portioo  of  this  Bnbjeot,  if  it  could 
be  heard  before  the  Senate  as  a  distinct  propo- 
BiUoD,andthe  Benate  had  the  power  to  decide 
npon  it,  I  would  give  it,  as  far  as  I  should  be 
able,  the  best  oonsideration  its  importance  woald 
demand;  but  it  is  ntterlj  out  of  the  qnestion 
for  a  speaker  to  investigate  and  descant  upon  a 
mere  specnlative  political  question,  where  no 
results  are  to  be  expected,  as  he  wonld  feel 
himself  bonnd  to  do  were  the  question  a  real 
one,  from  which  nome  solid  and  permanent 
good  was  to  flow,  instead  of  one  that  should 
yield  little  more  than  an  opportimitj  of  making 
a  speech  to  raise  his  own  fame.  But,  as  it  has 
been  the  oonrse,  in  this  erratic  flight  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  has  drawn  into  its  vortex  any  thing 
and  every  thing,  civil,  religions,  and  political, 
as  the  speaker  may  have  thought  fit  to  select, 
and  this  has  been  selected  as  one  choioe  sab}ect 
by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  I  will  ofier 
a  few  nnpremeditat«d  remarks. 

For  the  judges  of  the  United  States  I  entertiun 
the  highest  respect,  both  in  theirjudicial  charac- 
ter as  well  as  in  their  individnal  character ;  and 
am  willing  to  attribute  to  them  as  mnch  integ- 
rity, and  as  mnch  talent,  as  falls  to  the  share 
of  any  Jndges,  in  this  or  any  other  conntry. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  their  province  is  limit- 
ed to  decisions  between  citizen  and  citizen,  and 
between  the  United  States  and  citizens,  the 
Individnal  States,  &a.j  and  in  all  oases  of  m«um 
et  tuum  their  decisions  are  conclusive.  Bat 
may  not  a  distinction  be  taken,  where  a  law  is 
notorionsly  unconBtitntiooal  and  oppressive  np- 
on the  whole  commnnity  of  aState;  where  the 
ground  of  complaint  wonld  be,  that  Congrees 
nod  enacted  a  law,  not  only  against  the  letter, 
but  likewise  against  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  constitution ;  which  law  was  nndermining 
all  the  private  rights  of  individnals,  as  well  as 
rights  appertaining  to  them  as  the  community  of 
B  State! 

Then,  sir,  suppose  the  court  of  the  United 
States  always  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  as  it 
now  does;  and  suppose  a  question  upon  the 
oonstitntionality  of  a  law  of  the  United  States 
that  bad  vitally  afiected  the  people  of  a  Stale  in 
their  private  and  municipal  rights  should  oome 
before  these  seven  judges  for  thdr  decision,  and 
three  of  the  seven  should  pronounce  the  law 
constitutional  and  three  otbers  of  the  seven 
abduld  pronounce  it  nnconetitntional.  Here 
the  opinions  of  six  of  the  seven  are  completely 
neutralized,  and  the  whole  weight  of  the  qnes- 
tion, be  it  of  what  moment  it  may,  must  de- 
volve upon  a  single  judge.  This  single  judge 
would  hold  the  balance,  and  have  it  in  his 
power  to  decide  the  fiite  of  the  tJnion  by  his 
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single  dictum.  The  entire  operations  of  the 
law  must  cease,  if  he  should  say  no :  or  its  op- 
erations mnst  go  on  if  he  should  say  ay ;  be 
the  oonse<iuence»  what  they  may.  The  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  Union  must  be  destroyed 
or  preserved  as  he  should  be  guided  by  pm- 
denoe  and  honesty  on  the  one  hand,  or  by  c^>ric« 
and  ambition  on  the  other  ;  because  Judges  are 
not  always  exempt  from  these  passions.  Or 
let  us  suppose  a  law,  effecting  in  a  special  manr 
ner  the  private  or  municipal  righta  of  the  pec^le 
of  a  whole  State,  shonld  be  enacted  by  Coo- 
gress,  to  compel  vessels  going  from  one  port  to 
another,  in  the  same  State,  orto  a  port  in  a  dif- 
ferent State,  to  clear  out  at  the  port  of  departure^ 
and  the  master  shonld  refuse  to  do  so  beoanaa 
the  law  was  unconstitutional,  as  the  constita- 
tion  eiprwsly  forbids  it;  Should  your  judges 
ever  be  misled  to  declare  such  a  law  oonstita* 
tional,  and  the  coUecter  of  the  revenue  should 
be  resisted,  oould  he  who  made  the  reHstanoe 
be  convicted  of  an  offence  agsinst  the  oonstitD- 
tion  of  his  country  f  If  the  opinions  of  the 
jndges  are  to  be  considered  the  constitution,  or  If 
the  judges  are  clothed  with  this  tremeDdous  pow- 
er— a  power  that  gives  to  a  single  man  the  con- 
trol of  the  destiny  of  this  Union — is  it  not  time 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  fit  to  place  it  in 
some  more  reeponuble  repository  ? 

The  othra-  great  question,  whether  a  State 
has  a  right  to  secede  from  the  Union,  if  C<mi- 
grees  should  pass  an  unconstitutional  law  that 
^oold  prove  oppressive,  la  a  question  of  atiH 
greater  moment. 

Were  I  to  be  asked  what  opinion  I  enter- 
tained of  the  power  of  a  State  to  dissolve  ita 
political  connection  with  the  Union,  I  wonld 
respond,  go  ask  my  oonstitnents.  This  ia  not 
the  time,  and  place,  and  drcumstanoea,  tiiat 
will  justify  a  diacnsidon  of  that  question  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  State  of  South 


tent  of  great  oppresslon^and  the  remedy  is 
only  to  be  found  In  a  separation  from  the  UidcHi, 
it  belongs  excln^vely  to  the  people  <rfthat  State 
to  meet  in  convention,  examine  the  t  ' '  ' 
weigh  tiie  consequences,  and  settle  the  n 
operation.  That  is  the  course,  and  the  only 
couree,  by  which  this  qneation  can  be  determin- 
ed, and  not  by  any  Sight  of  fancy  that  may  ex- 
ist in  my  imagination,  or  that  of  any  other 
member  of  Oongrees.  I  nnfeignedly  believe 
there  is  at  this  time  in  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina,  much  patriotism,  much  devotion  to 
tiie  Union,  and  sa  mnch  independence  and  firm- 
ness as  could  possibly  be  wanting  to  adopt  any 
plan  of  operation  that  wisdom,  patriotiso),  jm- 
tice,  interest,  or  love  of  the  Union,  may  dictata^ 
for  the  relief  of  their  burthens.  I  do  not  with- 
hold my  opinion  here  from  fear  of  respOD^bili- 
ty.  I  shrink  from  no  responsibility  Imposed 
upon  me  as  a  member  of  uiis  Senate.  If  the 
wisdom  of  my  Legislatnre,  whose  province  it  is 
to  determine  npon  that  measure,  and  act  npoD 
that  great  occasion,  should  think  proper  to  otil 
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a  coDTention,  and  mj  conntiy  sbonld  honor  me 
with  a  aeftt  there,  I  will  assame  aoj  responsi- 
h'lVitj  wbioh  the  -wisdom  of  the  occaaon,  or 
the  interest  of  my  oonntry,  may  require  at  my 

Sir,  I  will  KO  fiirther ;  and  shoald  tha  capidl- 
ty  or  the  madaeiB  of  the  m^oritf  in  Con^ss 

Ch  them  on  to  impoaa  one  unoonstitntional 
then  after  another,  nntil  it  can  be  no  longer 
borne,  and  no  other  alternative  remains,  I  will 
then  take  upon  mvself  the  last  responsibility  of 
an  oppressed  people,  and  adopt  the  exclamation 
of  the  poet,  dakeel  tUeonim  atpropatria  mori; 
And  if  the  ezigenoiee  of  my  country  should  ever 
demand  it,  I  will  be  ready  to  shed  my  blood  np- 
on  the  altars  of  that  oonntry.  I  am  attached 
to  the  Union ;  I  wish  to  aee  it  perpetaated ;  I 
■wish  it  may  endnre  through  all  time.  Bot  if 
the  same  caoses  exist  in  oar  Government  whtoh 
liave  overturned  other  Qovemmenta,  what  right 
hare  we  to  expect  an  exemption  from  the  fatal- 
tly  of  other  nations  ?  We  need  not  go  abroad, 
or  into  ancient  history,  for  instances  to  warn 
m.  If  we  only  go  back  to  1T74  and  17TS,  we 
flhali  see  a  much  less  cause  prodncing  that  rev- 
olution which  separated  tbese  United  States 
from  Great  Britain,  than  now  exists  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Sonth  Oaro- 
Una.  What  was  the  exciting  eanseofthat  rev- 
olution! A  three-penny  tax  on  tea,  whioh 
was  then  merely  the  beverage  of  the  rich,  and 
ft  small  tax  upon  stamps.  It  was  these  small 
datiee  that  set  the  whole  United  Statee  io  a 
flame :  and  that  flame  spread  with  the  velodty 
of  the  winds,  from  one  end  of  the  United  States 
to  tha  other.  Uaasachosetta,  Virginia,  and 
Bonth  Carolina,  were  united  then  in  the  same 
caose — the  defenoe  of  their  civil  liberty ;  which 
was  threatened  by  the  email  duty  on  tea.  He- 
inorials  aoA  remonstrances  were  resorted  to,  bnt 
tot  a  ihort  time,  until  a  company  in  Boston, 
disgniied  in  the  habUimonts  of  Indians,  counsel- 
led, if  not  led,  by  the  immortal  Hanoodc,  board- 
ed the  ships,  and  threw  all  the  tea  in  the 
harbor  overboard.  Hay  we  not  look  for  the 
aame  affects  from  the  same  oanses,  at  all  times, 
Bud  in  all  places. 

Whilst  I  regret  that,  nnder  existing  clromn- 
Btanoea,  this  plctnre  is  not  toohigbly  colored,  yet 
I  believe  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  at  band. 
The  constitntion  itsell^  which  has  been  made  to 
bead  to  suit  the  interests  of  mqjoritiea,  is  under- 
going a  new  versioa  Investigations  of  its  tme 
and  plain  common-sense  construction  are  going 
on  in  more  hands  than  one. 

Among  the  dialinguiahed  writers  engaged  in 
this  investigation  is  Dr.  Oooper,  who  has  been 
Blinded  to  by  gentlemen  in  this  discusNOn ; 
whose  name  is  idenUfled  with  every  soienoe  ; 
whoee  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  oanse  of  civil 
liberty  and  hnman  happiness.  In  his  Politdoal 
Economy,  Oonsolidation,  and  other  recent  politd- 
oal pieces,  he  has  torn  the  mask  from  the  deln- 
mloa  of  constraotive  powers  and  party  intrigue. 

A  writer  under  the  signatnre  of  "Brutus," 
in  his  "  Oriiw,"  has,  wiUi  a  master  hand,  ^ven 
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an  exposition  to  the  great  a^tated  pointe  of 
the  constitution,  on  the  subjects  of  the  Tariff 
and  Internal  Improvement,  that  will  remain  a 
treasnre  to  his  country  while  talents  shall  be  re- 

The  lectures  of  Mr.  Dew,  of  Virginia,  on 
the  restrictive  system,  are  more  like  a  mathe- 
matical analysis  than  the  lectures  of  a  pro- 
fessor on  political  economy.  His  illustrationa 
are  so  plain,  and  so  strong,  and  eo  con- 
dneive,  uat  they  are  perfect  demonstrations 
of  the  errors  and  absordity  of  the  Ameri- 
can system. 

None  of  these  writers  have  ever  been  an- 
swered by  the  advocates  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment and  the  Tariff  System.  To  these  may  be 
added,  a  paper  recently  published,  by  order  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  whidi  will  be 
read  with  much  interest.  It  is  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  written,  as  wa 
nnderstand,  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  chsirmaa 
of  that  committee.  It  givee  a  more  expanded 
view,  and  fumiahes  more  evidences,  drawn 
from  facts,  of  the  great  impolicy  and  mioons 
effects  of  the  tariff  than  have  appeared  in  any 
State  paper  heretofore  published  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  disastrous  effects  which  it  has 
already,  and  will  continue  to  produce  upon  onr 
foreign  commerce,  are  so  Mly  and  clearly  es- 
tablished, that  it  mnst  command  admiration, 
and  will  be  extensively  read. 

The  flood  of  light  which  those  diatingnished 
riters  have  shed  npon  tliis  subject,  to  which 
may  be  added  this  report,  cannot  fail  to  en- 
lighten the  benif^hted  mmds  of  an  honest,  indna- 
trious  community,  and  bring  them  to  reflect, 
eerionsly,  whether  it  be  just  to  tax  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ftw.  The  manufacturers 
themselves  regret  that  this  system  has  been  in- 
troduced. And  well  they  may:  for  it  is  now 
fully  ascertained  that  at  least  one-half  of  the 
moneyed  capital  of  tha  New  England  Btatea  has 
been  sacrificed  by  this  mania,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  proprietors  of  mannfooturing 
establishments  bankrupted.  Fortunes,  that 
have  been  accnmulating  for  half  a  oentnry, 
have  been  swept  away  in  an  instant. 

There  con  be  no  probability  that  men  of 
bosinesa,  riused  to  active  pursnits,  and  ac- 
customed to  employ  their  capital  in  some  pro- 
dactive  and  advantageous  manner,  con  remain 
devoted  to  a  system  that  mnst  produce  their 
certain  destruction.  In  addition  to  so  many 
reasons  that  exist,  why  we  may  hope  for  an 
early  dissolution  of  ttiis  oppressive  system, 
another  reason,  as  strong  at  least,  if  not  stronger 
than  any  other,  is  the  certainty  that  the  pnblio 
debt  of  the  United  States  will  shortly  be  ex- 
tinguished. When  that  period  shall  arrive, 
there  will  not  be  even  a  pretest  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  tariff,  except  it  be  for  the  ex- 
plicit and  avowed  purpose  of  protecting  tha 
manof  acturers.  And  I  beg  leave  to  ask  if  there 
be  even  one  man  who  can  for  a  moment  sup- 
pose that  twelve  millons  of  the  free  people  of 
the  United  Stetes  will  calmly  snbmit  to  have 
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Qkfl  direction  of  the  vhole  of  their  labor  taken 
out  of  their  own  honda,  and  placed  ouder  the 
managemeat  of  the  General  Government ;  not 
to  secure  a  revenae  for  govemmantal  purposes, 
but  that  the  Qovemment  ma;,  at  its  discretion, 
parcel  oat  tbe  profits  of  the  labor  of  one  portion 
of  the  Union  to  bestow  on  those  of  another  por- 
tioa  of  the  Union  t  Sir,  it  is  morallj  certain 
that  the;  will  Habmit;  to  no  such  tyranny.  Nor 
will  it  be  neoeasary  for  the  people  to  rise  in 
their  might  to  put  it  down,  either  by  one  por- 
tion seceding  from  the  rest,  or  by  the  more 
direful  altematiTe  of  civil  war,  tliat  must  drench 
the  States  with  the  blood  of  their  own  citizens. 
Public  opinion  mnst,  and  will  oorrect  this 
mighty  evil,  and  in  its  own  way,  and  leave  the 
Btatea  still  farther  to  caltivat«  their  Union, 
upon  those  pore  principles  tliat  first  brought 
them  together.  If  I  am  mistaken^  however. 
and  these  bopea  should  prove  illnsive,  it  will 
then  be  time  for  the  States  to  determine  what 
are  their  rights,  and  whether  the;  have  consti- 
totiooal  powers  to  secede  from  the  Union. 


K0HD1.T,  March  1. 
Mr.  JWf«  Setotution—Sullifeatvm. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  connderatioB  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Ur.  Foot,  in  relation 
to  ftiture  Hurveys  and  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Ur,  Gbubdt  said :  I  will  now  proceed  to  an 
examination  of  another  subject,  npon  which  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  seems. to  prevail — I 
mean  the  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
emmeDts.  As  to  the  true  division  or  distribu- 
tion of  their  powers,  no  difSculty  exists  so  long 
as  we  speak  in  general  terms;  differences  of 
opinion  arise  when  we  come  to  act  on  par- 
ticular cases:  at  present,  we  have  no  ease  be- 
fbre  the  Senate,  and  are  only  discussing  the 
enbject  for  the  purpose  of  asoert^ing  the  true 
rule  by  which  to  test  casea  as  they  arise ;  and 
in  the  event  Congress  should  transcend  the 
limits  or  bounderies  of  its  constitiitionB]  powers, 
to  ascertain  where  we  are  to  look  for  uie  ulti- 
mate corrective  tribunaL 


The  States  existed  prior  to  this  Government. 
Each  of  them  poss^sed  all  the  rights  and 
powers  which  apperttun  to  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendeat  nations.  For  all  the  purposes  of  self- 
government,  no  want  of  power,  or  the  means 
of  uMng  it,  was  felt  by  any  of  these  communi- 
ties. Life,  liberty,  repntation,  and  property, 
all  fonnd  an  ample  protection  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments. If  any  Internal  Improvement  were 
necessary,  within  its  limits,  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  State,  having  entire  and  uncon- 
trolled jurisdiction,  could  cause  it  to  be  under- 
taken and  effected.  For  none  of  these  purposes 
or  objects  was  there  a  defect  of  competency  in 
the  State  Governments.  There  were  objects, 
however,  of  high  importance,  to  which  the 
States,  separately,  were  not  equal  or  adequate 
to  provide.  These  are  specified  in  the  recom- 
mendatory letter  issued  by  the  convention,  and 
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signed  by  Oenersl  Washington,  wMch  accom- 
panied the  constitution,  when  presented  to  the 
old  Congress  for  its  consideration.  The  lan- 
guage is,  "  Tbe  friends  of  oar  country  baT« 
long  seen  and  desired,  that  the  power  of  malring 
war,  peace,  and  treaties ;  that  of  levying  moasj 
uti  regnlatjng  conunerc«,  and  the  oorrespond- 
ent  executive  and  judicial  authorities,  eliould 
be  Ailly  and  effectually  vested  in  the  Quienl 
Government  of  the  Union."  Here  is  an  enu- 
meration of  the  objects  which  made  it  neoeesary 
to  establish  this  Government;  and  when  we 
are  called  on  to  dedde  whether  a  subject  be 
within  our  powers,  we  ought  not  to  lose  mght 
of  the  purposes  for  which  the  Qovemment  was 
created.  When  it  is  recollected  that  all  the 
powers  now  possessed  by  the  General  and 
State  Govemmenta  belonged  originally  to  the 
latter,  and  tliat  the  former  is  constructed  from 
grants  of  power  yielded  up  by  the  StAte  Gov- 
ernments, the  fair  and  Just  conclu^on  would  be, 
that  no  other  power  was  conferred,  except  what 
was  pMnly  and  expressly  given.  But  if  doubt 
ooula  exist,  the  10th  article  in  tiie  amendmenta 
to  the  constitution  settles  this  question.  It 
declares  that  "  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  tiie  8tatea,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  Tbe 
oondoaion  hence  arises,  that  tins  Government 
is  one  of  limited,  delegated  powers,  and  can  only 
act  on  subjects  ezpr^y  placed  under  its  coa- 
tfol  by  the  constitntion,  and  npon  such  other 
matt^  as  may  be  necessarily  and  proper^ 


execution,  and  without  which,  tiie  powers 
granted  would  be  inoperative.  This  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  good  old  r^nbtican  doctrine, 
and  by  it  I  will  endeavor  to  regulate  my  oon- 

In  casee  of  disagreement  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Governments,  as  to  their  respective 
powers,  who  is  to  decide  t  This  is  the  ques- 
tion I  propose  briefly  to  examine.  In  cases  of 
doubtm  character,  no  question  will  probably 
arise,  because  no  court.  State  or  Federd,  wUt 
declu'e  a  law  unconstitutional,  unless  it  is  clearly 
and  manifestly  so.  This  is  the  rule  of  deciaioo 
avowed  by  all  the  high  Judicial  tribunals  of  tike 
country;  nor  will  any  State  act  differently. 
I  admit  that  tbe  Supreme  Court  is  the  final  ar- 
biter in  all  oases  in  law  and  eqnity,  arising  un- 
der the  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
Statea  made  in  pursuance  of  it  Still,  the  case 
put  by  Ur.  UauBon,  in  his  report  to  the  Ylr- 
^nia  Assembly^  in  the  year  1T99,  ia  not  in- 
cluded. Tbe  idien  and  sedition  laws,  the  sub- 
jects on  which  he  was  then  aoting,  wer« 
believed  and  declared  by  bim  and  the  Vtrginii 
Assembly,  to  be  a  ddilwrate,  palpable,  and 
dangerous  exercise  of  powers,  not  granted  by 
tbe  compact  or  constitution.  In  saon  a  case  as 
that,  I  ask  tbe  Senate,  shall  one  party  decide  t 
It  will  be  readily  granted,  that,  in  settling  ques- 
tions of  right  or  power  between  difforest  ns- 
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ticHiB,  oae  partj  ooght  not  to  be  the  eicInriTe 
}adge ;  otterwiBa,  so  tAroag  is  the  love  of 
dominioD  sod  mle,  it  -will  mclnde  within  its 
grasp  all  the  power  poesessed  bj  both.  This 
fc  the  veiy  principle  for  which  gentlemen  con- 
tend, when  the  sobject  is  sbipped  of  ft  &Uao7, 
which  at  first  obstmotB  the  mental  vlrioD  of  the 
inquirer  after  trath.  Qentlemen  seem  to  oou' 
aider  the  Snpreme  Ooort  of  the  United  Stotee 
OS  a  separate,  distinct  tribonal,  erected  bj  all 
the  parties  oonoemed,  and  aa  dependent  on  one 
part  J  as  on  the  other.  Not  so;  it  is  a  portion 
or  part  of  one  of  the  parties,  created  bj  the 
legislative  and  ezeontive  branches  of  the  Oen- 
em  GoTcmment,  and  responsible  alone  to  that 
GoTemment  The  Federal  Jndiotarj,  althoo^ 
the  tenure  of  office  be  dmina  good  behavior,  is 
preatlj  dependent  on  the  ouer  branohee  ol  the 
General  CtovemmeDt  Burthens  m^  be  im- 
posed upon  them,  and  their  labors  so  increased, 
«  to  ezpel  them  from  Hie  benofa,  from  an  in- 
uwilitjr  to  discharge  all  the  dntiee  required  b; 
l«w.  I  name  this,  became  an  effort  is  now 
making  to  compel  the  present  Jndges  to  perform 
their  official  dates  in  six  adtutjonal  States — a 
tlung  wholly  Impracticable. 

In  every  oontest  for  power,  there  wonld  exist 
in  the  Judiciaiy  the  same  motives  to  lead  it 
■stray,  as  woold  exist  in  the  other  departments, 
with  tois  difference — they  wonld  be  stronger, 
becanse  the  Judges  hold  their  offices  Jiy  a  tenure 
of  greater  doration.  If  the  position  of  genUe- 
men  be  well  founded,  then  the  State  Govern- 
ments have  been  gnilty  of  the  folly  and  weak- 
ness of  creatine  a  Oovemment  which  can  ad- 
judge away  aU  their  sovereign  rights  and 
powers ;  a  creature  competent  to  the  deetmo- 
tion  of  its  creators :  and  (dl  this,  by  the  easiest 

S«rations  imaginable.  A  ease  is  presented  to 
e  court  by  the  Attomey-Oeneral,  an  opinion 
is  written  on  a  few  sheets  of  paper,  vnd  Ur. 
Peters  (the  reporter)  is  directed  to  pnt  it  in  his 
book,  and  foruiwith  twenty-fonr  sovereign  and 
independent  States  are  prostrated  and  de- 
stroyed. Sir,  mnch  as  I  love  peace  and  qniet- 
nees,  before  I  witness  this,  I  deeire  to  hear  more 
olamor  abont  it  than  would  arise  from  this 
^ent,  sapping,  and  nndermining  procedure.  I 
am  arguing  npon  the  principle,  without  refer' 
«iioe  to  the  Judges  now  ^ttini  nnder  this  Sen- 
ate chamber ;  towards  each  of  them  I  entertain 
a  high  renwct;  and  shonld  any  attempt  be 
made  affecting  tae  independenoe  of  the  Judicnary, 
I  will  go  as  &r  as  he  who  goes  farthest  in  its 
defence. 

If  those  ftom  whom  I  differ  be  right,  the 
atdj  seonrity  the  States  have,  is  the  integrity 
of  a  mnority  of  seven  men ;  and  as  the  oonsti- 
tvtion  did  not  direct  what  number  of  judges 
flhonld  coDstitote  the  Supreme  Court,  one  ocmld 
have  been  pisoed  there;  and  upon  bia  will 
alsne,  aoooraing  to  lite  argnment  oa  the  other 
aide,  woidd  depend  the  &to  of  tweiri7-fonr  aov- 
«reigu  Btetes. 

In  all  qnestions  of  mtum  et  tuvm,  emtoaoed 
witUn  its  oonstitntitaal  laiis^otion,  this  oonrt 


is  the  supreme  tribunal,  and  inddentally. 
between  individuals,  it  most  decide  npon  idi 
questions  necessary  to  enable  it  to  oome  to  a 
resolt  or  final  determination ;  and  the  deoidoo 
will  be  binding  npon  the  parties.  This,  how- 
ever, b7  no  means  proves  that  the  court  can 
decide  npon  the  sovereign  r%hts  (tf  the  States 
so  as  to  affbot  them,  lie  gentlemen  have  beea 
requested  by  mv  friend  trom  Eentocky  (lb-. 
RowAir,)  to  produce  an  instance  in  which  soy- 
ereignty  has  submitted  itself  to  any  Jndidal 
tribnnsj.  The  very  act  of  doing  so  implies  de- 
pendence and  inferiority ;  and  that  government 
which  admits  its  adversary  to  decide  in  such  a 
case,  acknowledges  that  it  is  not  sovereign  and 
independent  Ur.  Uadison,  whonnderstoodthe 
constjtotion  and  structure  of  the  Oovemment 
as  well  as  any  man  that  ever  lived,  was  at 
opinion  that  the  Federal  ju^ciarj  p 


tended  against  it;  and,  fortonately  for  the 
American  people,  their  opinions  are  recorded 
in  onr  national  arohiveo,  and  will  be  preserved 
f<:«  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  ns^ 
The  neoesssry  result  is,  that  the  power  of  de- 
ciding finally  and  condonvely  does  not  exist  in 
either  Oovemment,  or  any  department  <rf 
either.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  if  Congresa 
pass  an  act  beyond  the  limits  ol  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  and  It  is  found  to  operate  op- 
pressively, say  npon  Yirg^iaf  I  name  Una 
old,  leading,  champion  State,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
illustrating  my  argument  more  clearly.  Shall 
Virginia  sabmttl  No.  She  Is  oppremed — un- 
constitntionally  oppressed.  The  General  Gov- 
ermnent  hasdedm^  in  all  its  departments  that 
the  act  is  binding.  The  Legislature  of  Viivinla 
is  of  a  different  opinion.  Has  she  no  right  to 
say  to  the  General  Government  we  did  not  aire 
up  this  power  which  yon  have  exercised  t  May 
she  not  say  it  is  an  authority  you  liave  usurped  t 
Sncb  language  has  been  held — it  was  done  hj 
Virginia  and  Eentocky,  by  their  resolutions  in 
1798  and  1799 ;  and  it  prodnoed  the  demred 
effect  Those  who  had  exercised  unconstitu- 
tional powers  were  pnt  down,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Jefferson  succeeded.  This  waa- 
an  appeal  to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of 
the  nation,  to  correct  the  evil  through  the- 
me^um  of  the  elective  franchise.  It  prevailed, 
and  will  always  prevail,  unless  an  intereet* 
exist  in  the  m^ority  at  variance  with  the  rights- 
and  interests  of  the  minority.  When  that  is 
the  case,  it  m^  ht^ipen  that  a  sense  of  Joatioe- 
will  be  too  weak  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  un- 
ooDstitutional  measure.  What  thent  Shall' 
Vii^inia  throw  herself  out  of  the  Cni<»  t  Soi 
One  aet  of  agents  employed  to  aet  in  the  Fed- 
eral Govemment  have  aaaerted  their  authority 
and  Joriadictlon  over  oertain  aaljeols,  and  tiiej 
inrist  on  thtir  right  to  do  so.  Another,  acttng 
in  the  StatM,  insist  that  the  agents  of  die  Oen- 
eral  Oovemment  have  transowded  th^  an- 
thoritr,  engrafted  oa  the  constitotion  provistona 
notongJnaUy  ooatainedinlt,andaTOOTafrtrfiiy 
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the  KMired  powers  t^  tti«  State. 
a  mere  dispate  among  agenta ;  the  enqtlojen, 
the  maetera,  the  real  tovemgna,  have  not  de- 
cided it  Id  thiB  state  of  thiw*)  ehall  Yirginfa 
sabmit  to  be  despoiled  of  her  aovereigntyt 
Sir,  she  will  not,  bxtamesubmiasioii,  rarrender 
her  high  political  obaracter  and  pre-emineuoe ; 
rather  than  do  this,  her  Hadlsons  and  Monroes 
wonld  forget  their  years,  and  mingle  again  in 
ihe  political  strife;  her  Giles  woTud  laj  aside 
tbecmtfiheaof  deorapitade',  and  the  gentleman 
from  MMne,  ^Ur.  Holub,)  wonld  sAain  hear 
the  keen,  onttmg  voice  of  the  Boanoke  orator, 
diTiding  and  separating,  even  onto  the  Joints 
and  marrow, 

K  I  am  to  nnderstand  taj  Senator  aa  s^lng 
tiiat  a  fitate  Legialatore  osa  nullify  and  make 
▼Old  an  act  (^  Oongress,  so  &r  as  to  prevent  ita 
operation  within  ita  limits,  I  dissent  from  hint, 
llie  Federal  ooiutitation  was  not  received  or 
adopted  bj  the  Le^slatnres  of  tiie  States;  the 
members  are  not  elected  for  enoh  high  pnrposee. 
The  ambition  of  a  few  aspiring  men  might  mia- 
Uad  the  legislatnre,  when  called  on  to  act  «ad- 
denl;  and  nneipectedly.  Let  the  ii^ored  and 
appmsei  State,  then,  assume  ita  highest  politi- 
oal  attitude — a  convention  in  the  State,  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  whether  the  great  Amda- 
mental  law,  which  onites  and  binds  the  States 
together,  has  been  violated,  b;  Oongress  having 
exer<Msed  powers  reserved  to  the  States,  and 
not  delegated  to  the  General  Government.  If 
afalaedamorfaas  been  raised,  this  meaanre  will 
pat  it  down.  In  every  8tat«  there  is  a  division 
among  politicians,  and  the  minority  are  only 
wuting  for  an  upportnnity  to  put  the  majority 
in  tlie  wrong.  Tne  people  being  called  on  to 
act  in  this  aolemn  manner,  will  pat  the  whole 
intelligence  of  thecoromonityinto  action.  The 
aged,  the  wise,  the  eiperienoed,  well-tried 
friends  of  the  coontry  will  be  called  into  the 
pnblio  eervioe.  Sooh  men  will  not  lightly  pro- 
nonnoe  an  act  of  Oongreas  nnconstitntional  and 
void ;  bnt  should  they  upon  foil  consideration  so 
declare,  how  will  the  question  then  stand )  If 
the  State  possesses  the  power  to  act  as  I  have 
shown,  the  necesssary  conseqnence  is,  that  the 
act  of  Oongress  mnst  cease  to  operate  in  the 
State ;  and  Oongress  mnat  acquiesce,  by  aban- 
doning the  power,  or  obtain  an  express  grant 
frinn  Uie  great  sooroe  from  which  all  ita  powers 
are  drawn.  The  General  Qovemment  would 
have  no  right  to  use  foroe.  It  woold  be  a 
paling  absurdity  to  snppose  that  the  State  had 
the  right  to  Judge  of  the  constitntionality  of  an 
act  of  the  Genera]  Qovemment,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  say  that  Oongress  had  the  right  to  en- 
force a  snbmiaaion  to  the  act.  This  would  in- 
volve a  palpable  contradiction.  This  may  be 
Uloetrated  by  reference  to  the  powers  of  the 
Sapreme  Oonrt  in  analogons  cases.  All  admit 
tliat  Ibis  high  tribunal  haa  the  right,  in  a  case 
properly  b^ore  it,  and  within  its  jorisdiation, 
to  declare  an  act  of  Oongress  unconstitutionid ; 
the  effect  of  which  is,  to  render  the  act  inopero- 
tir^  not  onlj  in  one  State^  bnt  in  all.    In  thia 
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abandon  the  power,  or  obttun  an  exprees  grant 
from  the  original  sonroe,  after  the  manner 
already  sbtted.  No  force  can  be  applied  to 
give  ^ect  to  the  act  thns  declared  void  l^  tlie 
Bnpreme  Ooiirt,  or  to  oompel  it  to  change  ita 
decision.  Bnt  gentlemen,  instead  ot  meeting 
our  arguments  &r]y,  exclium  that  anch  a  power 
on  the  part  of  the  State  ia  ineonristent  with  the 
ezistenoe  of  the  Oeoersl  Government,  and  ii 
placing  twenty-three  States  at  the  meroj  of 
one,  and  that  the  Vnitm,  by  inch  an  act,  would 
be  dissolved.  I  cannot  bnt  think  that  all  saoh 
objectionB  arise  from  an  imperfM  view  of  our 
admirable  ^stem  of  QovemmenL    Hiey  origl- 


indepiendent  and  nnoonteolU>ie  power,  which 
is  unknown  to  our  system.  If  the  gentiemea 
will  bnt  advert  to  the  fifth  article  of  toe  consti- 
tution, tbey  will  find  a  redeeming  power — a 
power  above  all  others ;  which  can  mould  the 
oonstitntion,  and  define,  anew,  the  relationa 
between  the  State  and  the  General  Govem- 
menta;  I  mean  the  oonstitntional  number  of 
States.  This  is  not  a  mere  dormant  power. 
The  mode  in  which  it  is  to  be  called  into  action 
is  expressly  laid  down,  and,  when  properly  in- 
voke^ will  at  all  times  prove  adequate  to  save  J 
this  glorious  system  of  onra  from  disordM'  and 
anarchy.  Whenever  a  confliot,  such  as  I  Iwve 
described,  arises  between  one  of  the  Statea, 
acting  in  its  soverei^  capodty,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Govenmient,  it  u  to  thia  nigh  arbiter  (a 
convention  of  the  States)  the  parties  mnst  re- 
sort, and  not  to  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  the  creatnre 
of  one  of  the  parties.  But  who  is  to  make  the 
appeal)    Surely  the  party  claiming  to  e: 

the  power,  and  whii '    '         "'  " 

of  making  it.    To  r 


e  power,  and  which  alone  poeeeasestl: 

king  it.    To  require  the  oppresa  .   . 

I  It,  would  be  absnrd.    The  oonatitution 


B  oppressed  State 


provides  two  modes  of  amendment :  one,  when 
two-thirds  of  both  Honaes  of  Oongress  shall  pro- 
pose amendments;  the  second,  when  two-thirds 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  States  ahall  make  ap- 
plication to  OoDgrees  to  call  a  convention  for 
proposing  amendments.  In  either  case,  three- 
iburtlis  of  the  States  ore  required  to  ratify  ■  and 
the  agency  of  Oongress  is  neoesaary  in  both. 
On  Oongress,  then,  is  the  bnrtiien  of  making 
the  ^peal,  on  the  ground  that  it  daims  the 


possessed  of  the  means.  It  cannot  be  oonudered 
unreasonable  that  a  State,  wMch  has  declared, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  ita  reserved  righta 
to  have  been  violated,  should  possees  the  power 
of  compelling  the  General  Government  to 
make  an  gftpeal  to  the  source  from  which  all 
its  powers  are  derived.  It  was  called  into  ex- 
istence by  three-fourths  of  the  States,  and  can 
exercise  no  power,  withont  nsorpation,  which 
has  not  been  granted.  What  can  bo  more  ra- 
tional! What  more  contdatent  with  the  apiiit 
of  our  system,  than  where  there  is  a  ooimiot 
between  a  sovereign  State  (a  party  to  the  com- 
pact) and  the  General  Government,  as  to  the 
powera  which  luve  been  yielded  to  the  latter, 
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that  it  flhanld  be  compelled  to  decjde  the  qaes- 
tion  bj  an  ^peal  to  the  source  of  all  ite  povera? 
I  do  not  h^tate  to  nj  that  the  power  oa  the 
part  of  the  States  to  compel  nidi  an  ^>peal  is 
mdiBpenaable  to  the  existence  of  their  sover- 
elgnlj,  and  to  the  preservation  of  their  reaerred 
rights.  WithonC  it,  the  General  Goveniinent, 
in  its  nraotioal  operation,  wonld  be  an  nnlimited, 
consolidated  QoTammeat,  notwilhstanding  the 
timitatiou  imposed  by  the  provisiona  of  llie 
ctmstitation.  Its  oonstraatloii  of  the  oonatatn- 
tion  wonld  be  the  oonstitntion.  Those  who 
know  the  force  and  inflnenoe  of  oonstraotjon, 


how  it  can  pervert  the  plainest  Import  of  word^ 
when  nnder  the  infiaence  of  seU-interest  well 
onderHtand  the  fearfU  ohangee  it  is  «q>iu)le 


prodaeing.  If  (here  be  no  oheok,  an  Interested 
m^jorit;,  naiDK  the  powers  of  the  Oensral  Qot- 
emment,  whicn  were  giren  for  the  jwoteotian 
and  benefit  of  all,  as  the  instmment  of  i^gtwi' 
dizing  thetnselvea  at  the  expense  of  the  mi- 
noritr,  roaj,  hj  constraotion,  gradoaUj  imder- 
mine  and  render  obsolete  the  sacred  provisona 
of  this  instniment.  We  alreodj  see  fearftd 
■jraptoms  of  encroachment,  which  no  patriot 
can  look  at  without  dismaj,  and  which,  if  per- 
BOTered  In,  can  only  be  arrested  b;  an  exeroiBe 
of  the  power  for  which  I  contend.  The  8n- 
preme  Ooort  is  wholly  inadeqoote.  Ifthree- 
foDTthB  of  the  States  shall  not  oonoor  in  c ' 
mitting  the  contested  power,  or  shall  not  pi. 
aoaace  that  it  already  exists,  Oongreas  vUl  be 
construed  to  abandon  the  exennse  ot  it,  inas- 
maoh  as  no  new  power  can  be  granted  without 
such  ooncnrrence.  The  decinoa  of  a  lees  num- 
ber oaght  not  to  be  obligatory,  where  a  State 
has  solemnly  pronoonoed  that  snch  a  grant  of 
anthority  was  never  made.  Bat  suppose  three- 
fourths  of  the  States  decide  the  qne«non  against 
the  complaining  State,  then  aoqniescenoe  be- 
comes a  dnty,  and  it  mnst  anbrnit ;  or  a  state  of 
things  arises  not  povided  for  by  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  on  the  eonseqnences  of  which  I  will  not 
dwdL  The  doctrine  for  which  I  contend  is  not 
of  recent  origin.  I  am  merely  an  bunble  dis- 
ciple of  an  old  school,  recalling  it  to  pnbUo 
view,  Mr.  Jefferson  long  naoe  advanced  the 
opinion  I  now  advocate,  and  in  his  letter  to 
Jndge  Johnson,  of  Jnne,  1838,  he  remarks,  in 
reference  to  the  following  expression,  need  by 
another  distinguished  citizen,  uiat  "  there  must 
be  an  nltimate  arbiter  somewhere,"  "Tme," 

Slid  Hr.  Jefferson,)  "there  most;  bnt  does 
at  prove  it  is  in  eiliier  party  t  The  nitimato 
arbiter  is  the  people  of  the  Unioa,  assembled 
by  their  depnoes  in  convention,  at  the  eall  of 
Congress,  or  of  two-thirds  of  the  States.  Let 
them  decide  to  which  they  mean  to  give  an 
ftsUiority,  olaimed  by  two  of  th^  organs. 
And  it  has  been  the  jtecoliar  wisdom  and  feli- 


at  oneetc 


r  oonstitntion  to  have  provided  this 


XariiuStniet. 
The  following  resolnUons,  anhmitted  on  the 


S7th  of  Febraarj.  by  Ur.  Basbaxd,  were  takw 
np  for  oonnder&twn : 


folloiring  sabjeots : 

"  1st  Whelliar  It  Is  neeeasary  to  tfae  armed  t<pdp- 
meat  of  a  vessel  of  war  that  mansei  shoold  cont- 
pose  a  part  of  its  military  force ;  or  whether  m^ 
lines  may  act  uaefolly  be  ^spensed  with,  and  a  por< 
tlou  of  the  seamen  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  small 
arms,  and  perform  all  duties  wtiieh  can  be  required 
of  marines,  dther  hi  battle  or  In  ordinary  service. 

"  id.  Whether  seamen  are  not  now  Instructed  sod 
practised  b  the  use  of  small  arms ;  and,  generally, 
any  informatioD  which  may  eladdate  the  Inquiry, 
whether  marines  can  or  cannot  be  beneficiallj  dis- 
pensed with  on  hoard  of  our  public  vessels  of  war. 

"  Sd.  Whether  the  petty  ofBcera  and  seamen,  who 
have  been  In  service,  but  fhim  age  or  slight  disaUl- 
itles  are  rendered  mifit  for  the  active  dnoea  of  tiialr 
calling,  on  ddpboard,  can  he  uaeMly  and  sably  em- 
ployed as  gnuds  at  the  navy  statlaaB,  In  lien  of  the 
marines  now  assigned  to  that  duty. 

"  And  further,  that  the  Secretary  of  tfae  Kavy  ob- 
tain &om  the  officers  eompcdng  the  Kavy  Board, 
and  other  naval  offlcere  of  nmk  now  at  the  scat  of 
Qavemmcnt,  their  o[MnioDS,  in  writing,  on  tlie  fcre- 
"        '    be  tranamitted  with  his  report  to 


OS 

Mr,  SinTH,  of  Ibryland,  sidd  he  was  opposed 
to  thie  mode  of  obtaining  information.  He 
recoUeoted  that  the  policy  and  propriety  (rf 
obtaining  opinions  fixnn  Heads  of  Bepartment 
was  diacoseed  when  Congress  sat  in  Phila- 
delphia. Soihe  gentlemen  were  in  the  hahit 
o^  at  that  tim^  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  his  opinion  on  any  favorito  sub- 
ject, relating  to  his  Department,  in  order  tiiat 
they  might  be  aided  in  aooomptiabing  their  ob- 
ject by  the  weight  that  genUenuuTs  opinion 
bore  in  the  leipslative  halt  It  was  then  decided, 
that  opinions  of  Heads  of  Department  wert 
nnneeeasary,  as  members  themselvee  were  aa 
citable  of  forming  as  correct  an  opinion  aa 
theyj  and  that  titer  were  improper,  as  tending 
to  inflneoce  the  discussion  of  the  Legisl^ire. 
Ur.  S.  said  it  wassaffldentto  reqnire  Sets  from 
the  Departments  and  leave  members  to  form 
their  own  opinions  on  those  &cta.  For  these 
ressons,  he  was  opposed  to  the  resolntion. 

Ur.  BABSiXD  Ha,  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  fh>m  UarylHid,  (Mr.  Bmstb,)  in  oppod- 
tion  to  the  resolntion  now  under  eonrideration, 
made  it  neeeesary  for  him  briefly  to  state  soma 
of  the  views  and  reasons  which  inflnenced  him 

preeentjng  it.  It  will  be  recoUeoted  (sdd 
Mr.  fi.)  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session,  the  President  of  the  United  6tate% 
in  his  Uessage  to  Oongreas,  recommended  that 
the  marine  corps  sboiud  iie  transferred  to,  and 
merged  in,  the  army ;  and  whatever  marinea 
might  be  reqaired  for  naval  service  shoold  be 
obtained  hy  draughts  from  the  army,  as  it  was 
stated  that  no  previous  training  was  neoessary 
for  this  servioe.  The  Military  Oommittee  ot 
the  Senate,  npon  the  reference  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Fretideat'a  Uessage,  oonsiderad  tUi 
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Bobjeot  aa  oomiii^  in  lotno  m«asare  b«fore  them : 
alttoagh  of  a  mixed  character,  relating  both  to 
the  BT1117  and  naTf,  J^t  thej  conoeiTod  it  en- 
titled to  thoT  conraderation.  But  it  oocnrred 
to  me,  sir,  that  it  was  proper  to  settle  a  pre- 
liminary qaestioD  t)efore  we  could  come  to  anr 
satisfactorj  conclusion  on  the  reconunendea 
transfer  of  the  marine  corps,  and  that  waa, 
whether  either  marines  or  soldjers  were  neoes- 
Btrj  aa  a  part  of  the  armed  force  on  board  of  a 
Teasel  of  wsr.  If  marines  are  indispensable  on 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it 
}  retain  the  corps  as  it  is,  and 
cure  any  select  in  its  organization,  if  snch 
should  exist,  b?  a  re-organiiation,  if  necessarj : 
for  I  can  readilj  foresee  difficolties  that  will 
arise  in  taking  soldiers  from  the  armj  to  pier- 
form  marine  dnty.  I  wish  merely  to  mention 
one  or  two  that  hare  occurred  to  me.  By  the 
existing  laws  of  Congress,  punishment  by  stripes 
Is  expressly  prohibited  m  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  When  a,  soldier,  therefore,  en- 
lists in  the  service,  it  is  under  an  implied  agree- 
ment, if  not  express  nnderstanding,  that  this 
pauistunent  shsll  not  he  inflicted  on  him  for 
ordinary  offences.  If  he  la  colled  on  to  perform 
marine  duty,  on  board  one  of  your  vessels  of 
war,  is  he  to  be  subjected  to  the  punishment 
usnally  inflict«d  on  seamen,  or  is  there  to  be 
two  Unds  of  punishment,  one  for  the  marine, 
and  the  other  for  the  sailor,  on  ttotrd  of  the 
same  veasell  Every  naval  officer  will  t«Ql  you 
at  onc6,  that  this  distinotion  in  punishments 
cannot  exist.  That^  for  the  some  offence,  there 
must  be  the  same  kmd  of  punishment,  whether 
for  marines  or  seunen. 

There  is  another  inconvenience  (s(dd  Mr.  B.) 
that  has  Btmok  me  will  arise  in  taking  soldiers. 
A  company  of  soldiers  oonsista  of  about  fifty  or 
sixty  men,  commanded  b^  a  c^ttun  and  two 
lieutenants.  If  a  draught  is  required  for  one  of 
voar  smaller  vessels,  say  a  sloop  of  war,  about 
half  a  compsnr  only  will  he  reqnired ;  for  I 
believe  the  nnraber  of  marines  nsnally  employed 
on  board  one  of  that  class  of  vessels  is  between 
twenty  and  thirty  only.  If  you  then  take  this 
nnmber,  yon  divide  the  company,  leaving  the 
captun  on  shore  with  one  of  his  subalterns, 
while  the  other  is  sent  in  command  of  the  detach- 
ment to  serve  at  sea.  It  must  be  apparent,  I 
think,  that  such  ft  state  of  things  would  operate 
injuriously  to  the  army.  But  my  design  is  not 
now  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  incon- 
veniences that  would  result,  by  making  detach- 
ments from  the  army  for  marine  dnty  at  sea. 
It  is  not  necessuy  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  before  as.  I  have  merely  stated  one 
or  two  as  they  stmok  me.  My  ottjeot  is  to  ob- 
tain from  those  competent  to  give  it,  the  infor- 
mation asked  for  in  the  resolntion ;  that  is, 
whether  marines  cannot  be  entirely  dispensed 
with  on  ship-board,  and  a  portion  of  seamen 
trained  to  the  ose  of  small  arms,  to  perform  anj 
duty  that  can  be  required  of  soldiers. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  objects  toUte 
resolution,  because,  he  says,  it  is  asking  the 
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opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  when  we 
ooght  to  ask  for  facts,  and  alleges  that  the 
S^ate  are  JQst  as  competent  to  form  tminioiia 
on  this  sntgect  aa  the  Secretary  himaelr.  Bnt 
the  resolnnoB  asks  for  information,  and  from 
whom)  Why,  rir,  not  from  the  Secretary 
alone,  but  from  naval  offioers,  whose  long  ser- 
vice and  experience  will  enable  them  tc  give  iL 
The  resolntion  was  purposely  framed  wifb  a 
view  to  accomplish  this  ol^ecL  But  who  can 
the  Senate  call  npon  for  this  purpose  I  Vptm 
the  officers  themselves!  No;  but  np<»i  the 
Head  of  the  Department,  and,  through  hi™, 
upon  the  officers  who  aresahiecttobis  ccntrol. 
Tnis  is  the  only  means  that  I  am  aware  of  by 
which  we  can  officially  obt^  the  informatirai 
sought  for. 

I  will  acknowledge  (said  Hr.  fi.)  that  my 
impression  has  been,  that  marines  are  not  in- 
dif^>ensable  for  the  sea-service  in  onr  public 
vessels.  I  may  be  in  error.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  any  practical  knowledge  myself  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  therefore  it  is  that  I  want  to  be  in- 
formed by  those  who  slone  can  give  satisfactory 
information.  U,  when  it  is  obtained,  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  and  the  officers  called 
on,  it  shall  be  found  that  marines  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  it  will  show  that  I  have  been  mis> 


preesion  has  been  foonded  ;  for  I  do  not  mean 
to  go  into  an  argument  on  the  subject.  It  is 
well  known  that,  in  the  British  service,  their 
seamen  ever  have  been  forcibly  impressed, 
snd  compeUed  to  serve  on  hoard  their  ships  of 
war  against  their  consent;  and  this,  too,  not 
for  a  few  years  only,  hut  for  life,  or,  at  least,  as 
long  as  they  are  fltfor  duty.  It  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  repress  that  spirit  of  mntiny 
which  would  unquestionably  be  found  to  exist 
in  a  crew  thns  violently  torn  from  their  friends 
and  family,  and  forced  into  the  servioe  against 
their  will.  For  this  pnrpoee  marines,  it  is  be- 
lieved, were  originally  introdnced  on  board  of 
British  ships,  as  much,  if  not  more,  to  overawe 
and  keep  the  seamen  in  subjection,  than  to 
assist  in  navigattng  or  fighting  uie  vessel.  This 
duty,  on  the  part  of  the  marines,  has  produced 
a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  saUors  towards 
them,  if  not  of  actual  hate,  certainly  any  thing 
bnt  cordiality  and  good  will.  The  dislike  u 
the  sailor  for  the  marine  is  proverbial. 

In  our  service  (continned  Mr.  B.)  marines 
oaimot,  it  is  presumed,  be  necessary  to  guard 
the  seamen,  and  prevent  mutiny.  Seamen  are 
voluntarily  enlisted,  and  for  a  shorter  period 
than  marmes  themselves;  they  are  not  forced 
into  the  service,  as  in  the  British  navy,  bnt  go 
into  it  of  choice — it  is  their  free  act  Can  it  be 
possible,  then,  that  they  must  be  watohed  and 
gnarded  by  soldiers  to  keep  them  to  their  dnty  t 
Snch  a  belief  is  derogatory',  it  appears  to  me,  to 
the  character  of  onr  gallant  tars.  On  one  sub- 
ject my  mind  Is  deaded,  that  there  ahonld  not 
betmboa  '    ""  .... 
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coUialoa  with  each  other,  anless  imperioiu 
necesdtj  demaada  it.  Those  who  are  to  not 
with  effect,  can  best  do  so  by  a  union  of  feel- 
inga,  aad  a  similaritf  of  habits.  Experience 
has  taught  this  leason.  Sailors  and  marines 
cuinot,  or,  at  least,  have  not,  heretofore,  osaimi- 
lated,  either  in  feeling  or  habiL 

As  the  materials  are  then  so  discordant,  can 
ttie  serrice  of  the  marines  be  dispensed  with 
without  injmy  to  the  service  t  Cannot  seamen 
be  trained  to  the  nse  of  small  arms!  I  see  no 
difScnltf.  Instead  ofmarines,  take  the  like  nimi- 
ber  of  701ms  landsmen  from  the  coontr/,  any 
vhere,  and  uej  can  load  and  Sre  with  as  much 
effect  as  the  beet-drilled  marine.  The  Ameri- 
cans, generally,  are  accustomed  from  infancv 
to  the  nse  of  Sre-arms ;  veiy  little  training  will 
ttierefore  be  reqaired  to  make  them  expert  gnn- 
men.  Besides,  sir,  I  am  icfurmed  that,  hj  the 
present  stmctore  of  oar  vessels  of  war,  marines 
can  render  but  little  service  on  deck,  and  that 
mosketry  is  used  with  most  effect  from  the  tops. 
If  this  IB  the  case,  is  it.  not  better  to  have  sea- 
men  than  marines!  They  will  be  ready  to 
throw  down  the  mnsket  and  spring  to  the  yardi 


times  be  of  great  importance.  Nor  do  I  con- 
ceive the  objection  nrged  by  the  Senator  from 
Karyland  as  sufficient^  that  seamen  will  not 
keep  their  arms  in  order.  It  is  well  known 
that,  besides  moakets,  there  are  pistols,  pikes, 


Hot  by  marines.  Uuskets  can  be'  kept  in  good 
condition  in  the  same  way,  by  the  annorer,  or 
whatever  name  is  given  to  the  person  in  charge 
at  the  anus.  The  objection  raised,  too,  that 
the  pay  of  sailors  is  greater  than  marines,  loses 
part  of  its  weight,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
the  marines  are  not  only  paid,  bat  clothed  by 
the  Government,  while  the  sulor  porchasee  his 


ought  to  have  inflnence  in  determining  upon 
this  subject,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  am  de- 
Btroos  of  tne  information.  It  cannot  be  un- 
known to  the  Senate,  that  there  is  often  a 
■caroity  of  seamen,  and  diffienlty  is  experienced 
in  promptly  nuLDniag  our  vessels  of  war  for  sea : 
•ny  measnre  calcidat«d  to  remove  or  lessen  this 
inooQvenieDce,  withont  injury  to  the  service, 
Ongbt  therefore  to  receive  the  favorable  regard 
of  this  body.  One  of  onr  larger  vessels  of  war, 
destined  for  a  three  years'  eraise  in  the  Uedi- 
terranean,  Paoifio,  or  elsewhere,  wiU  carry  with 
her  abont  a  hundred  marines ;  they  will  con- 
tinue to  serve  as  marines ;  and  as  marines,  and 
nothing  but  marine^  they  will  return  to  thia 
country.  Let,  however,  the  same  nnmber  of 
landsmen  be  sent  instead  of  marines;  let  them 
be  taught  and  exercised  in  tJie  nse  of  the  mns- 
ket, if  oeceaasry ;  but  let  them  at  the  same 
time  perform  all  the  ordinary  duties  of  s^ors, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  three  years'  voyage  they  will 
return,  not  mere  musket-meD  but  expert  and 


able  seamen;  you  will  thus  obtain  an  annual 
increase  of  seamen  for  yonr  naval  service,  and 
that  of  the  very  best  materials  too — a  matter 
of  some  consequence,  I  conceive,  not  only  to 
the  interests  of  the  navy,  but  of  the  country. 
I  have  been  led  to  these  observations,  sir,  be- 


whether  wrong  or  right,  I  must  leave  for  others 
to  judge. 

WhOe  I  am  up,  I  will  say  a  few  words  with 
retard  to  the  last  branch  of  the  in(^uiry: 
whether  seamen  cannot  be  employed  in  hen  d 
marines  at  our  naval  stations.  The  marine 
corps,  as  at  present  established,  is  both  a  naval 
and  military  body.  When  at  sea,  it  is  sutgeot 
to  the  regulations  made  for  the  navy ;  when  on 
land,  it  is  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war  for  the  government  of  the  army ;  so  that 
its  character  depends  on  whether  it  performs 
duty  on  land  or  water.  Now,  tAi,  when  oo 
shore,  at  a  naval  depot,  it  is  governed  by  army 
discipline-  when  on  ship-board,  by  naval  dis- 
cipline. We  know  that  our  navy  yards  are  in- 
trusted to  the  charge  of  a  naval  officer  of  rank, 
generally,  I  believe,  if  not  always,  a  post-oap- 
twn ;  marines  are  det^ed  to  perform  garrison 
duty,  in  guarding  and  protecting  the  public 
works  and  property.  But,  sir,  in  conseqnenoe 
of  marines  being  soldiers  oo  land,  they  are  not, 
as  I  understand,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
commandant  of  the  station,  and  details  for  duty 
are  therefore  made  by  reqneet,  not  by  command 
of  this  officer.  Two  separate  and  independent 
coounands,  then,  exist  at  the  same  place,  with 
no  common  superior.  This  is  inconsistent  with 
my  ideas  of  military  subordination  and  regula- 
tion. But  why  may  not  seamen,  whose  age  or 
infirmities,  from  long  and  fslthfiu  service,  nave 
rendered  them  unqualified  for  active  duty  on 
ship-board,  serve  as  guards  at  these  naval 
depots,  instead  of  marines !  They  have  been 
accustomed  to  strict  discipline,  and  it  is  con- 
ceived wonld  be  equally  vigilant  in  the  dis- 
charge of  any  duty  imposed  on  them ;  their 
tried  fidelity  at  sea  would  ftimish  a  guarantee 
for  their  faithful  conduct  on  shore.  I  wish  to 
know  from  naval  officers  if  they  can  be  trusted 
with  thia  duty  ?  If  they  oan,  sir,  it  will  furnish 
an  asylum  for  these  hardy  veterans  of  the 
ocean,  much  better  suited  to  their  tastes  and 
wishes  than  any  naval  asylnm.  They  will  be 
rendering  service  to  the  Government  for  their 
support,  and  will  find  a  resting-place  in  thdr 
more  advanced  years,  after  the  dangers  and 
vicisutudes  of  an  active  sea-life. 

It  is  knovm  that  there  are  now  at  the  seat  of 
Government  many  didtingnished  and  experi- 
enced officers  of  the  navy.  I  have  avuled  my- 
self of  the  circumstance  to  make  the  call  at  this 
time.  The  information,  when  received,  will 
be  valuable ;  no  possible  injury  can  rtow  oat 
of  obtuning  it ;  we  shall  be  possessed  of  light 
which  we  do  not  now  possess,  to  guide  us  in 
any  measures  that  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
with  respect  to  the  marine  corps,    I  trust, 
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therefore,  tlie  Senate  will  adopt  tbe  resoln- 
tlan. 

Hr.  B.  oonolQcled  byMjIiig  he  wished  it  to  be 
anderetood  that  he  had  na  nnUnd  or  imfHeDdlf 
ftelinK  to  the  oiffpe  ia  making  this  inqoiry; 
Teiy  lar  from  it.  He  was  acta^ed  bj  different 
motiTeB.  I  have  the  pleamre,  said  be,  to  be 
■oqnainted  with  Beveralof  its  officers,  who  have 
heretofore  signaliied  tfaenuelves  ia  the  service 
of  their  oonntrj,  and  will  do  so  again,  whenever 
their  oaaatrr  needs  thdr  smrioea.  But  if  thej 
are  neoeBsary  to  the  ioltj,  let  them  be  sabject 
to  naval  oontrol,  whether  at  sea  or  on  shore. 

Ifr.  JoBSBTos  anggested  dut  the  resotatioD 
was  Tmneeesear}',  as  the  Oommittee  on  Naval 
AffiuTB  bad  the  same  power  to  call  on  the 
Seoretarj  of  tbe  Navy  for  this  informatJon, 
tbrOQgb  their  oliainnan,  that  tbe  Senate  bad. 
If  every  committee  were  to  pnrsae  this  ooorse, 
and  come  to  the  Senate  with  reBoIntioos  to  ob- 
tain information  whidi  ooold  be  as  well  ob- 
tained without  an;  reference  to  tbe  Senate,  it 
vonld  be  constantij  engaged  in  long  debates. 
Mid  the  neceeearf  bDeiueee  of  tbe  Senate  wonid 
be  obstnioted;  and  a  disonsnon  is  sot  np, 
vhieh  sbowB  that  genUemen  poasew  tho  very 
Infbrmation  reqnired.  The  gentleman  from 
Fennaylvania  (llr.  Bi,SNAKD)  had  ooavineed  tbe 
Benate  that  he  is  already  in  poseesdon  of  all  the 
information  reqnired  in  his  resolution. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Messrs.  Wood- 
BtTBT,  and  Sxhb,  of  Maryland, 

Hr.  Babkabd  observed  that,  when  he  offered 
this  reeolntion,  he  did  not  apprehend  that  any 
oiromnstaaoeB  wonld  arise  which  oonld  posably 
lead  to  a  disonssion;  and,  therefore,  the  re- 
marks of  the  geotleMan  from  Louisiana  were 
not  ^»plioable  to  him.  Farther,  as  tbe  Presi' 
dent  of  the  TTnited  States  bad  reoommended 
the  reorganization  of  tbe  marine  corpe,  it  being 
of  a  mi^rod  oharaoter,  we  may  natarally  presnme 
that  all  the  futs  on  which  tbia  paragraph  was 
predioated  were  in  bis  poseesBion,  and  nay 
now  be  obt^ed  Ihim  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
JTavy. 

iii.  Hatbb  snggeBted  that,  as  the  sabjeot  had 
relation  to  two  oommitteee— those  on  military 
and  naval  afiiura^  be  tbonght  it  proper  that  tbe 
gentleman  woolii  designate  the  one  to  wbicb 
Ee  wonld  refer  tbe  answer,  when  received.  If 
left  between  two  committees,  it  might  ihU 
tlirongh. 

Mr,  Baskabd  said  he  had  no  besttation  in 
naming  the  committee  to  wbicb  he  wonld  refer 
the  answer  to  bis  resolution.  He  wsa  willing 
to  refer  it  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  Aff^ra, 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


TiniBSDi.T,  Maroh  4. 

Mr.  Ibot't  B4iohta»n — IfttUifieatum. 

Mr.  JoHir  M.  Olattoit,  of  Delaware,  said :  I 

oome  now,  air,  to  conaider  a  subject  which  has 

been  diaonaaed  in  connection  with  tbia — the 

right  of  a  State  to  regulate  her  oondnct  by  the 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 
Jft-.  Foufi  JRtmlatitm  —NwimUatim. 


judgment  of  ber  own  aelf-constitnted  tribnnala, 
npoa  the  validity  of  an  act  of  Conereaa  in  op- 
poaition  to  the  solemn  decinons  of  the  Snpreme 
Court  of  the  United  States :  and  my  remarks 


discover  why  tbe  power  of  deciding  any,  and 
every  qnestion,  growing  ont  of  any  circnm- 
stancee  in  wbicb  a  State  may  conceive  her  bov- 
ereigoty  impugned,  ia  not  tranalated  to  her  own 
tribnnala  by  the  same  train  of  orgmnent  which 
ludncea  the  eonclufflon  that  she  may  nullify  an 
act  of  the  Federal  Le^atnre  witLont  tbe  ud 
of  tbe  Federal  Jadiciary.  "We  know — wo  are 
BO  tangbt  by  memorials  on  onr  filea — that  the 
doctrine  Is  very  onrrent  in  some  Statea  of  tbe 
West,  that  the  public  territory  within  their  lim- 
its ia  their  own ;  and  we  have  been  threatened 
that,  when  tbe  population  flowing  westward 
has  transferred  uie  balance  of  power  beyond 
the  Alleghany,  or  when,  as  one  in  this  debate 
has  pbraaed  it^  "  tbe  sceptre  baa  departed  from 
the  old  thirteen  forever,"  we  ahall  find  the 
rigbte  of  the  new  States  asserted  and  main- 
tamed,  if  not  by  the  force  of  nnmbors  here,  at 
least  by  tbe  force  of  arms  at  home.  In  Uiat 
case,  too,  it  ia  aaid,  that  to  os  distance  will  be 
defeat  State  eovereignty  and  State  righta  con- 
atitute  tbe  very  war  cry  of  a  new  party  in  this 
conntry.  I  would  myself  be  among  the  last  to 
infringe  npon  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
Statea.  Bot  bow  far  will  the  new  doctrines  on 
the  anbject  cairy  nal  Some  who  have  en- 
gaged in  tbia  discua^on  have  avowed  tbe  opin- 
ion that  our  claim  to  tbe  pnblio  lands  is  incon- 
sistent with  tiie  paramoimt  rights  of  tbe  Vest- 
em  Statea,  and  that,  npon  tbe  fiiudamental 
principles  of  (Hovernment,  the  domain  within 
their  chartered  limits  is  the  property  of  these 


an  act  of  Oongresa,  and  nullify  it  whenever  by 
ber  judgment  it  ia  "  deliberately,  plainly,  sna 

Salpably  onoonstitntional,"  repudiate  tbe  whole 
octrine  of  State  supremacy,  and  State  titje, 
when  we  touch  these  claima  to  tbe  public  landa. 
The  role  works  badly  then.  The  two  positions 
BSBUmed  by  tbe  aame  reaaoner  are  repugnant  to 
each  other.  Tou  cannot  claim  by  virtue  of 
your  State  sovereignty  to  nullify  an  act  of  Con- 

fresB,  and  yet  deny  to  another  State  tbe  righ\ 
y  a  Mmilar  operation,  to  tear  ont  of  your  stat- 
ute book  tbe  leaf  containing  tbe  Virginia  grant, 
as  well  as  that  which  bears  upon  it  the  act  (^ 
Congress  declaring  tbe  uaos  of  that  grant.  By 
the  grant  and  the  act,  tbe  eatate  ceded  ia  "  for 
tbe  common  benefit."  Tbe  new  sovereignty 
within  whose  dominions  tbe  eatate  is  sttnated, 
asserting  their  power  to  decide  all  question* 
which,  in  their  judgment,  touch  their  sov- 
ereignty, may  nullify  both,  and  make  the  land 
theira ;  or,  if  they  cannot,  how  can  any  other 
of  tiiese  sovereigns  nullify  a  tariff  law,  or  an 
act  for  internal  miprovemen^  which  Qia  Feet- 
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eral  Judiciary  adjadges  to  be  valid  t  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  saja  that  he  will  admit 
that  the  Supreme  Oonrt  is  the  final  arbiter  in 
■11  cases  is  law  and  eqnitj  ariaing  onder  the 
oonstitntion,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
made  in  putanance  of  it  Bnt  I  am  not  satis- 
fled  with  this  limitation.  The  words  of  the 
oonatitntion  are,  "  The  Judicial  power  of  the 
TJnited  States  shall  be  vested  ia  one  supreme 
conrt,  and  in  such  inferior  ooorts  as  the  Con- 
gress may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  estab- 
£flh."  Then  this  general  transfer  of  power  la 
explained  by  the  second  section  of  uie  same 
article:  "Thejadioialpowershall  extend  to  all 
cases  in  law  and  eqnil^  arising  nnder  this  oon- 
atitntion, the  laws  of  the  United  Btates,  and 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  mode,  mider 
their  authority ;  to  all  casea  affecting  ambassa' 
dors,  other  pnbbo  ministers,  and  consols ;  to 
iU  caaee  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jniisdio- 
tioD;  to  oontroversics  to  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  party ;  to  coctroversies  be- 
tween two  or  more  States,  between  a  State  and 
dtizena  of  another  Btate,  between  citizens  of 
diflbrent  States,  between  citizens  of  the  same 
Btate  claming  lands  nnder  grants  of  different 
States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens 
thereof  and  foreign  States,  citizens  or  aab- 
jects."  All  these  words  of  the  deed  are  in  fall 
force,  except  so  &r  as  it  has  been  altered  by 
the  single  amendatory  article  to  preTent  snits 
against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of 
another  State,  or  by  citizens  or  snlyects  of  any 
foreign  State.  The  inatrament  then  contains 
no  qualification  of  the  jndicial  power  restrict- 
ing its  exercise  to  cases  arising  ont  of  laws 
mode  in  pnrsoanoe  of  the  constitution.  The 
reservation  is  an  ioadvertent  interpolation  in 
the  inatrament,  and  the  power  granted  extends 
to  laws  of  the  United  States,  whether  constitn- 
tionally  or  nnconstitntionally  enacted.  It  will 
be  seen,  too,  that  the  United  States  must  "  be 
a  party  to  oontroversies "  concerning  a  tariff 
law,  as  well  aa  to  those  which  affect  the  ri^ht 
to  the  pnblic  domain,  or  any  other  question 
tonohing  State  sovereignty ;  and  that,  if  there 
be  no  authority  in  the  mstiTiment  by  which  the 
Judicial  power  can  be  extended  to  the  former 
olasa  of  controverdes,  there  is  none  to  extend 
it  to  the  latter  class,  or  any  case  which  a  single 
Btate  may  consider  as  presenting  an  infi-action 
(rf  her  own  powers.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Rowui,)  and  other  Senators,  have 
contended  that  a  Stat«  cannot  sorrender  any 
portion  of  her  soverdgntj,  and  we  have  been 
asked  to  produce  an  instance  in  which  sover- 
eignty has  submitted  itoelf  to  any  Judicial  tri- 
bunal. Those  who  formed  the  constitution,  in 
ihdr  recommendatory  letter,  dgned  by  Waish- 
Isgton,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  inform 
UB  that  "it  is  obviously  impracticable  in  the 
Federal  Government  of  these  Btates  to  secare 
all  rights  of  independent  sovereigntv  to  each, 
and  yet  provide  for  the  interest  ana  safety  of 
alL"  The  gentleman  ftom  Tennessee,  in  order 
to  explain  and  construe  the  constitution,  re- 


ferred to  the  brief  ennmeration  oont^ned  in 

this  letter,  of  the  specific  objects  which  made 
it  necessary  to  establish  this  Government,  I 
refer  to  the  same  anthority  to  overthrow  the 
doetrine  which  regards  all  the  rights  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignty  in  each  of  the  Btatea,  and 
to  prove  that  some  of  those  rights  were,  in  the 
view  of  the  convention,  ceded  to  prortde  f<» 
the  general  welfare.  States  are  not  self-exist- 
ent ;  they  are  created  by  the  people  for  their 
benefit  Those  who  have  conferred  State  power 
can  take  it  away ;  and  for  their  own  good  they 
have  transferred,  a  portion  of  this  mystenona 
principle  of  sovereignty,  which  tronbles  gen- 
tlemen so  much,  to  another  place.  They  havo 
transferred  a  portion  of  the  judicial  power  to 
the  Snprema  Ooiut,  which  acts  sa  an  impartial 
nrnpure,  and  not  as  an  adversary  party  deciding 
his  own  oanse,  as  is  erroneonsly  supposed  by 
some  reasoners  here.  The  gentleman  fVom 
Tennessee  says  the  Federal  Judiciary  ia,  when 
a  question  of  State  rights  is  before  it,  a  pertion 
or  part  of  one  of  the  parties,  created  by  the 
LegMative  aud  £xeontive  branches  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  responsible  to  that  Govern- 
ment alone,  and  liable  to  the  imposition  of  de- 
stmctive  barthens  by  that  party.  Even  if  all 
this  were  correct,  it  would  be  a  anffioient  an* 
Bwer  to  it,  when  discussing  this  question,  to 
reply  that  the  States  had  agreed  that  the  arbi- 
ter should  be  thus  created  and  thus  respansibl«^ 
having  signed  tiie  arbitration  bond  deliberately, 
and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  conseqnenoea. 
But  when  we  look  into  tiie  instrument,  we  find 
that  the  States,  by  their  Representatives  in  the 
Senate,  must  first  consent  to  the  appointment 
of  the  arbiter,  or  he  is  not  lawfally  chosen. 
They  can  challenge  for  cause,  and  they  can 
challenge  peremptorily.  Bj  refiising  to  con- 
sent to  appointments,  they  might  in  time  va- 
cate every  seat  on  the  whole  tribunal.  By  tlie 
Legi^tive  power  of  their  immediate  Bepresent- 
atives  in  the  Senate,  responrible  to  the  Btates 
as  their  onl^  masters,  they  can  always  prevent 
the  imposition  of  oppressive  burtbens  on  tbrit 
common  arbiters.  They  alone  can  try  theaa 
arbitera  on  impeachment  for  misbehavior,  and 
without  impeachment  those  arbiters  cannot  be 
removed  from  office.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky objects  to  the  Federal  Judiciary,  that  K 
majority  In  Oongresa  may  by  law  increase  the 
number  of  judges,  and  Urns  oppress  the  mi- 
nority when  they  please.  It  nas  been  said, 
too,  that  large  States,  with  a  great  representa- 
tion in  Congress,  snob  as  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, combining  with  others,  may,  by  their 
superior  vote,  so  far  increase  the  number  on 
the  bench  as  to  oppress  and  destroy  tbe  sov- 
ereignty of  the  lesser  Stetes.  If  the  objeotim 
has  any  weight,  it  is  one  which  could  be  made 
to  onr  whole  system  of  republican  Govern- 
ment We  are  ruled  by  minorities ;  and  if  the 
majority  of  this  nation  should  become  radical- 
ly corrupt,  I  admit  that  the  Government  will 
soon  fall.  But  I  have  snfiicient  relianoe  on  tbe 
virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  peoj^  wbMbar 
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living  in  large  or  atntJl  States,  to  believe  that 
no  att«mpt  will  ever  be  deliberatelj  made  bj 
a  m^oritf  in.  either,  to  destroj  the  independ- 
eDM  uid  legitiinate  powers  of  the  other.  And 
I  feel  DO  apprehensions  on  this  Bnbjeot,  for  oth- 
er reasons.  Let  as  inqaire  into  the  mode  of 
operating.  Sappoeing  now,  (to  make  out  the 
gentleman's  caae,)  that  the  large  Btatea  wick- 
edly' conspire  to  rain  the  small  ones.  Kew 
Tork,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Pennajlvania,  Virginia, 
and  North  Oarolina,  being  (as  woold  be  so 
probable  I)  united  for  this  eni  carry  a  bill 
throoKh  the  other  House  to  double  the  namber 
of  fudges.  Snpposa  to<^  that  they  had  by 
tbeir  votes  elected  a  Frenaent  who  would  sec- 
ond their  views.  When  the  bill  cornea  before 
the  Senate,  if  the  small  States  nnderstand  your 
otjject,  they,  baring  an  equal  representation 
bare,  aecared  by  the  only  provision  la  the  con- 
■titntion  which  nnmbera  can  never  change, 
TOte  yon  down  at  once ;  and  yonr  combination 
(as  otiker  combinations  may  be)  is  consigned  ' 

"  that  nine  ancient  vault, 

"  Where  alt  the  kindred  of  the  OapnleU  He." 


mum  ouaee  nere,  uo(<  BUHpecung  luiscuiei,  uat 
relying  on  yonr  int^rity,  enffer  the  biU  to  pass. 
Tonr  Preeident  b^^  in  the  plot,  as  we  will, 
tor  the  sake  of  argument,  enppose,  it  becomes 
«  law.  What  then?  The  bench  is  not  yet 
filled.  The  media  operandi  reqaires  that  he 
Bhonld  nominate,  and  ve  should  consent,  to  the 
appointment  of  the  men  who  are  to  adjndge 
•way  onr  independence.  We  might  be  slow  to 
•napeot  onr  old  friends  of  dishoneat  porposes, 
bnt  we  can  learn  some  things  if  yon  give  qs 
When  yon  bring  out  your  nominations. 


we  cannot  ful  to  understand  your  plan.  Yon 
are  oanght  at  once,  fiagrantt  delieto,  and  we 
check  yon  in  the  Senate,  by  r^ecting  all  nomi- 
natitms  which  do  not  please  ns.  We  have  two 
ohaooes  to  pnt  an  eSectnal  veto  on  yonr  plot, 
end  our  veto  is  a  very  different  affair  from 
yonr  State  veto  on  an  aot  of  GongreBs.  Eow- 
•rer  tbankM,  therefore,  we.  may  be  for  the 
kindly  «»prehendons  expressed  for  our  welfare, 
ve  aay  tbat  we  are  not  yet  alarmed.  We  can- 
not see,  with  the  honorable  gentieman  from 
Tenneaaee,  tbat  the  States  have  been  gnttty  of 
either  folly  or  weakneaa  in  creating  snch  a  tri< 
bunal  aa  we  conceive  the  Bnnreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  be— nor  do  we  think  with 
htm,  that,  by  the  eadeot  operations  Ima^nable, 
this  creature  is  so  oompetant  to  the  desbnotiiHi 
of  tta  creators. 

Bnt  whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
honorable  gentiemeu,  the  folly  of  the  people  of 
these  Btatea  in  creatmg  such  a  tribnnal,  or 
however  incompetent  it  may  appear  to  decide 
these  matters,  the  question  still  recurs,  Is  there 
any  other  forum  established  with  co-extensive 
or  with  appellate  powers !  If  eo,  what  is  it ! 
There  oognt  not  to  be  a  wrong  without  a  rem- 
edy ;  and  the  interest  and  safety  of  all  reqaire 
the  ezietenoe  of  some  arbiter  to  detide  contro- 


versies. We  ore  warned,  however,  that  if,  by 
the  constitution,  there  be  not  some  expreae 
grant  of  power  for  this  purpose,  the  States  and 
the  people  still  reserve  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  grant  to  the  Federal  Jndidary  be  ex- 
press, the  Stetes  have  not  reserved  it,  and  can 
create  no  other  without  forming  a  new  oonsti' 
tntion  or  violating  this.  Sir,  I  listened  with 
deep  interest  to  the  development  of  what  I 
thought  was  announced  as  a  new  discovery  on 
this  subject  I  will  conmder  that  adverted  to^ 
and  recommended,  by  tbe  genUeman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  GaniiDT.)  After  conceding  to  tha 
Federal  Jodiciu?  the  powers  of  a  common  nm- 
pire,  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  all 
Congressional  enactments  made  in  pursnance  of 
the  constitution,  he  informed  na  that  there  was 
another  tribonal  to  which  a  State  might  r^ort, 
when  oppressed  by  what  she  considered  to  b« 
a  plain,  palpable,  and  dangerous  violation  of 
the  constitutioUjWithout  throwing  herself  ont 
of  the  Union.  Be  admitted  that  tbe  Lensla- 
ture  of  the  State  was  not  this  tribunal.  That 
might  be  imsled.  He  beats  the  gronnd,  then, 
which  was  occnoied  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatkk,)  but  himself  takea 
a  new  position,  not  less  dangerous.  For  he  in- 
fonned  us  that  a  State  convention  might  bo 
called,  and  that  misht  nullify  the  oppreamve 
law ;  after  which,  he  thought  Congrees  must 
acqtiieece  by  abandoning  the  power.  The 
amount  of  this  is,  that  one  State  is  to  govern 
all  the  rest,  whenever  she  may  choose  to  de- 
uure,  by  convention,  that  a  law  is  unconstitu- 
tionaL  The  end  of  this,  we  aay,  is  war — dvil 
war.  We  admit  that  a  State  convention  may 
prononnoe  any  law  te  be  unconstitutional,  aa 
the  Lefp^ature  of  Virginia  did  in  '98.  But 
the  mere  declaration  comes  to  nothing,  unless 
it  can  be  enforced.  Ton  may  declare  a  law  un- 
constitutional, and  BO  can  L  Bnt  what  of 
that?  It  amounts  only  to  this;  we  have  fnll 
freedom  of  speech  in  this  country,  may  advo- 
cate what  opinions  we  please,  and  peaoeabty 
endeavor  to  impress  them  upon  others.  But 
the  gentleman  says  this  doctnne  does  not  lead 
te  war.  If  CongresB  will  not  submit  to  the 
Stete,  he  tbinlis  there  is  still  a  complete  politi- 
cal salvo  in  another  tribunal,  ana  that  is  a 
convention  of  the  States,  to  be  called  under  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  The  Stat«, 
then,  must  exert  herself  nntil  Congress,  two- 
thirds  deeming  it  necessary,  under  the  fifth  arti- 
cle, shall  propose  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion ;  or.  on  the  application  of  the  Legislatures 
of  two-tnirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  ciUl  m. 
convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legialatnres  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  several  Stetes,  or  by  couventiona 
in  three-fonrtbs  of  them,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  consUtn- 
tion.  So  far  this  does  not  contravene  the  do&- 
whioh  we  advocate,  and  which  the  Sena- 
■om  New  Hampshire,  if  I  rightly  onder- 
stood  him,  after  much  preface,  and  with  some 
"  slipB  of  prolixity,"  fijuUj-  aettled  down  npon 


;,Coen^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


^^wo.] 


Xr.  Fbati  JUulaHat—Ni^l^aitiea, 


[BDtm. 


at  B  part  of  the  trae  orthodox  creed.  The 
ri^t  to  amend  the  oonBtitation  has  never  been 
demad.  This  waa  &  p&rt  of  the  political  plat- 
fona  npon  which  my  honorable  friend  iroi 
MiBsonri  (Hr.  Babton)  invited  fon  to  com. 
and  stand  with  ns.  If  the  oonTention  of  the 
Statee  shonld  assembla  and  decide  b;  a  m^or- 
it7  of  three-fourths  against  the  Stat«,  the  gea- 
tJeman  from  Tenneaaee  saTB  the  State  most  anb- 
mlt.  Bnt  if  the;  decide  otherwise,  or  do  not 
decide  at  all,  CongreBa  must  submit  to  the 
State.  'Withoot  assenting  to  this  last  conola- 
rioHj  whioh  i^ipears  to  be  arbitraril;  asenmed, 
I  will  oolj  inquire,  if  this  be  so,  how  is  this 
tribunal  to  save  na  from  civil  war  t  The  an- 
swer ia,  onl;  hj  so  amending  tlie  constitution, 
u  to  warp  it  to  suit  the  dedarstiona  of  the 
Stttte  ooDvention.  This  is  an  excellent  remedy 
for  the  oomplaint  of  the  State,  but  rather  difB- 
cnlt  to  procore.  If  this  ia  the  sovereign  pana- 
cea which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see has  discovered  for  boaline  the  diseases  of 
the  Bonth,  sir,  T  fancv  she  will  agree  with  me 
in  oommending  her  phTsiciau  for  nis  ingenuitj 
ia  finding  out  the  ingredients  of  the  bolus,  but 
sbe  will  still  think  tbej  are  too  hard  to  be  ob- 
t^ned  to  render  the  prescription  valnable  to 
her.  With  Jess  esperience,  I  wonld  recom- 
mend to  a  State  groiming  nnder  the  operatii 


of  a  law  which  sLe  deems  nnoonstitntional,  to 
^plj  first  to  the  Federal  Judiciarj,  where  she 
will  generallj  obtain  relief,  if  her  oomplaint 
be  not  hTpoohondria  or  imaginarj'  ill  If  die 
Call  tiiere,  let  her  pour  her  complaints  into  the 
ears  of  her  Biatera,  and  use  all  constitutional 
means  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  obnoiions 
law.  A  hare  majority  of  Congress  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  g^ve  her  relief  in  this  way.  T>a  yon 
otiject  that  Oongreaa  will  probably  persevere  in 
their  conrae,  and  refuse  to  repeal  the  law  they 
have  enacted  I  It  may  be  so ;  and  If  so,  their 
consUtnenta,  being  a  m^ority  of  the  people, 
most  concur  with  them,  that  the  law  ia  not 
only  constitutional,  bnt  salntwy,  or  th^  would, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franduse,  re- 
move such  onworthy  agents  of  their  sovereign 
wilL  If  tbey  do  concur  with  their  Represent- 
ativea,  and  uphold  them  in  their  refiisal  to  re- 
peal the  law,  no  matter  how  oft«n  by  any  other 
Kwer  than  the  Federal  Judiciary  declared  to 
micODBlitntional,  in  my  hnmble  judgment 
yon  will  hardly  persuade  three-fonrtha  of  tbem 
to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  altering  their 
constitution,  and  depriving  their  own  agents  of 
the  power  of  acting  on  the  subject. 

It  oomes  at  last,  then,  to  this — that  we  have 
no  other  direct  resource,  In  the  cases  we  have 
been  oonMdering,  to  save  ns  from  the  horrors 
of  anarchy,  thui  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the 
United  Stat«e.  That  tribunal  baa  decided  a 
hnndred  such  cases,  and  many  under  the  most 
menai^ng  oirconutaaoea.  Sevual  States  have 
oooasionaQy  made  great  opposition  to  it.  In- 
deed, it  would  seem  that  in  their  turn  most  of 
the  aistera  of  this  great  family  have  fi^tted  for 
*  tame,  someUmea  threatening  to  break  the 


connection  and  form  Others-,  but  in  the  end. 
nearly  all  have  been  restored,  by  the  dignified 
and  imparti^  conduct  of  our  common  umpire, 
to  perfect  good  humor.  Should  that  umpire 
ever  lose  ita  high  chm-aoter  for  justice  and  im- 
partiality, we  have  a  corrective  tn  the  form  of 
our  Government ;  but  if  it  ia  to  be  had  only  by 
a  calm  and  temperate  appeal  to  the  judgment 
and  feelings  of  the  whole  American  people,  it 
can  never  be  obtained  by  such  addresses  and 
resolutions  as  those  of  Colleton  or  Abbeville. 
Reason  receives  not  in  place  of  argument  vio- 
lent denunciations  or  furious  appeds  to  party 
and  pasaion.  During  a  period  of  four  or  five 
years  past,  the  complaints  of  the  South  have, 
for  Hub  reason,  met  with  a  cold  reception  in 
almost  every  oUier  section  of  the  Union.  They 
have  been  loud  and  deep ;  but  they  have  been 
evidently  regarded  as  the  transient  effiisions  of 
party  feeling,  coming,  as  they  too  often  did, 
couched  in  language  of  bitt«r  vituperation, 
with  the  now  stale  and  despicable  ohargee  of 
"coalition,  bargain,  and  corruption" — that  vUe 
and  putrescent  stim  which  has  at  length,  as 
the  Senator  from  Kasaaobuaetts  truly  stated. 
sloughed  off  and  gone  down  into  the  kennel 
forever.  The  course  pursued  waa  exactly  that 
whioh  was  best  calculated  to  make  the  whole 
alleged  grievances,  if  real,  irremediable.  Those 
who  loved  and  admired  the  character  of  the 
Statesman  of  the  West,  indignant  at  the  calnm- 
nies  with  which  he,  as  they  saw,  was  ao  un- 
justly assailed,  often  regarded  the  compltunts 
whioh  came  with  them  as  mere  secondary  oon- 
siderations,  brought  in  to  aid  a  personal  attack. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  those  who  affected 
to  accredit  these  calumnies  for  political  effect, 
in  their  hearts  never  mncerely  believed  any 
part  of  the  story  of  Southern  sufieriuga,  tbink- 
mg  perhaps  that  they  knew  best  what  weight 
was  to  be  attached  to  the  political  falsehoods 
which  commonly  accompanied  them.  How- 
ever different  their  objects,  they  were  really  on 
the  same  chase ;  but  to  the  Southern  huntsman 
the  game  taken  has  been  of  no  benefit.  From 
a  recent  demonstration,  we  perceive  that  the 
Southern  complcunt  Is  now  not  even  deemed 
worthy  of  a  hearing.  Sir,  when  I  witnessed 
the  manly  and  craidid  manner  in  which  the 
honorable  Senator  ftom  South  Carolina  on  my 
right  (Mr.  Sioth)  spoke  of  the  grievances  of 
bis  ooustituents,  when  I  saw  him  evidently 
soaring  above  mere  party  feeling  menaomK 
none,  denouncing  none,  and  touching  with  aU 
the  delicacy  which  characterizes  him,  the  sub- 
jects in  difference  between  us,  the  reflection 
forced  itadf  irresistibly  on  my  mind,  how  dif- 
ferent might  have  been  the  reception  of  these 
complaints^  had  they  always  come  thus  recom- 
menoed.  South  Carolina,  though  erring  in  a 
controversy  with  her  naters,  would  by  au  have 
been  believed  to  have  been  honestly  wrong: 
and  if,  under  auch  circnmstance^  ahe  shoola 
ever  throw  herself  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
Union  in  oonse^nence  of  such  a  misconception 
of  the  constitution  as  we  h&ve  endeavored  to 
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preveat,  T  would  rather  Bee  toj  own  consldta- 
eats  stripped  of  the  propertj  aoquired  under 
the  protection  furnished  bj  the  GoTemment  to 
their  honeBt  Indnstrj,  tliBa  eompellad  b;  onj 
rote  of  mine  ^ere  to  drive  the  steel  with  whidi 
we  should  arm  onr  citizens  into  the  bowms  of 
that  gallant  people.  And  I  will  now  say,  with' 
ont  meaning  to  express  any  ftirther  opinion  on 
this  delicate  snbjeot,  that,  for  myself,  whenever 
pounds,  shillingfi,  and  penoe,  alone,  sbaU  be 
arrayed  agunst  the  innnita  bleasings  of  the 
Union,  I  diall  nnheaitatingly  prefer  Qie  latter, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  I  can  never  learn 
how  to  "  cafcnlate  ita  valoe.' 


Fbid^t,  Maroh  6, 
AiclUwn  of  DutUt,  Taxtt.  Ac. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Bxktoit,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  farther  conrideration  of  the  bill, 
introduced  by  binuelf,  for  the  abolition  of  six- 
teen millions  of  duties,  &o.,  &c, 

[When  this  subject  was  last  nnder  considera- 
tion, a  question  of  order  was  raised  by  Ur. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  whether,  on  account  of 
a  section  of  it,  which  proposed  to  raise  the 
duty  on  certain  articles,  this  bill  was  wiliiin 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Benate  to  origi- 
nate it ;  which  question  the  Vice  President, 
not  choosing  to  exercise  his  prerogative  of  de- 
ciding, had  submitted  to  the  deoisioD  of  the 
Senate,] 

Mr.  Bettton  declined  sayina  any  thing  on 
this  question,  his  only  object  being  to  have  a 
decision  one  way  or  the  other,  that  bb  bill 
might  be  advanced  so  as  to  take  Uie  nanal 
oonrse  of  bilb  thns  introdnced. 

The  Teas  and  nays  having  been  required,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken,  on  the  question  of  order — 

ib.  Webstkb  suggested  that  it  conld  hardly 
be  expected  that,  if  a  question  of  this  impor- 
tance, in  a  constitutional  view,  was  to  be 
rvely  decided  upon  a  point  of  order,  it  conld 
BO  without  some  discussion.  This  disous- 
Bton,  he  thought,  might  well  be  avoided,  at 
present,  by  the  gentleman's  withdrawing  hia 
bill,  or  modifying  it  so  as  to  take  out  the  fea- 
ture excepted  to. 

The  ViOB  PBBsmzNT  stdd  that  the  bill  might 
be  withdrawn  by  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
dnced it,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate,  but  not  otherwise. 

Ur.  Bestok  then  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
the  bill 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  with- 
drawn by  Mr.  Bbnton  from  the  table  of  the 
Senate. 

Thubsd^t,  March  11. 

Sein  of  Sa>wt  I^dUn. 

The  bill  to  recompense  the  heirs  of  Robert 

lUton,  deceased,  was  read  the  third  tjme. 

The  question  Wng  on  the  passage  of  this 
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bill,  which  proposed  the  grant  of  a  townah^ 
of  land  to  tlie  heirs  of  Bobert  Fulton,  in  coo- 
siderstion  of  benefits  rendered  by  him  to  the 
country,  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  were  re- 

Suired  by  Mr.  Fobbtth,  with  the  view  that  tha 
ecision,  inTolving  a  question  of  much  impor- 
tance on  oonstituticmal  grounds,  should  be  a 
solemn  one. 

Whereupon  arose  a  debate  of  much  interest, 
and,  in  a  oonstitntionBl  view,  of  mncb  impor- 
tance. The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  de- 
bate wera  Mr.  Fomtth,  Mr.  Liroisnoir,  Mr. 
Browk,  Mr.  Bastoh,  Mr.  T&zkwkll,  Mr.  Bute 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Johztbton  of  Louinana,  Mr. 
Hi.'im,  Mr.  Shitr  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
Bi-CTOBD,  and  Mr.  Kobul 

The  question  being  finally  taken  on  ord^i^ 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  reading,  it 
was  decided  as  follows : 


NjlTS. — MeMns.  Adaots,  Barnard,  Bell,  BentOD, 
Brown,  Burnet,  Cbue,  Dickerson,  Sllis,  Foot,  For- 
syth, Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Eayne,  Hendricks, 
Hohii««,  Iredell,  Kane,  Kine,  HoKinley,  McLean, 
HwkB,  Naodain,  Noble,  Baggies,  Sejxaonr,  Smith  <d 


So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Fbidat,  Maroh  IS. 
LouiKitla  and  Portland  OanaL 

TLe  bill  te  anthorize  a  snbsoriplion  of  stock 
on  the  part  of  the  TTnited  States,  in  the  Lonia- 
ville  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  was  taken 
up,  and,  after  considerable  debate,  in  which  ttie 
bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Henskoxb, 
JoHHSTOH,  and  Rowak,  and  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Tazgwbll  and  Hattix,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Tiu. — Hessra.  Baraard,  Barton,  Benton,  Buniet, 
Cbanben,  Chase,  Dudley,  Foot,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks, 
Johnston,  Kane,  LivinntOD,  McLean,  Marks,  Nau- 
dain,  Robbins,  Rowan,  Rugglei,  Seymour,  SSsbee, 
SiiiithofMd,,wmey— 28. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Aduus,  Bell,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
lis,  Forayth,  Freliii^uyBen,  Hayne,  Holmes^  Ire- 
dell, Knight,  Smith  of  S.  C,  Spngue,  TaKwell, 
Troup,  Tjler,  Wliite,  Woodbory— 18, 

[The  bill  directed  an  additional  suhsoription, 

L  the  part  of  the  United  Stat«s,  to  the  stock 
of  the  company,  for  one  thousand  shares,  at 
one  hundred  dollars  eaoh.] 

A^onmed  to  Mond^. 


Mono  AT,  March  16. 

Mr.  Foofi  S6tolt^litm—Nlil^fieatum. 

Mr.  LiTnioBTOK  aaid:    I  now  mproaeh  a 

graver  snbject— one  on  the  true  Dsderetandlng 


Hakcb,  1880.] 

of  which  the  nnion,  and  of  course  the  bappi- 
noBB  of  our  oonntry,  depends.  The  question 
presented  is,  that  of  the  tme  sense  of  that  con- 
etitation  which  it  is  made  onr  first  dntj  to  pre- 
serve in  its  purity.  Its  trae  confitmotioit  is  put 
In  doubt ;  not  on  &  question  of  power  between 
itfl  several  department^  but  on  the  very  basis 
upon  which  the  whole  rests :  and  which,  if 
eTToneonsly  decided,  must  temple  down  the  fab- 
ric raised  with  so  much  pam,  framed  with  so 
much  wisdom,  established  with  so  maoh  perse- 
Tering  labor,  and  for  more  than  forty  years  the 
ebelter  and  protection  of  our  libertiee — the 
proud  monument  of  the  patriotism  and  talent  of 
those  who  devised  it,  and  which,  we  fondly . 
hoped,  would  remain  to  after  ages  as  a  model 
for  the  imitation  of  every  nation  that  wished  , 
tobefi«e.  Ifl  that,  sir,  lobe  ila  destiny?  The 
answer  to  that  question  may  he  inSaenced  by  , 
this  debate.  How  strong  the  motive,  then,  to 
conduct  it  calmly ;  when  the  mind  is  not  heat- ', 
ed  by  opposition,  depressed  by  defeatL  or  elate 
with  fancied  victory,  to  discuss  it  with  a  sin- ' 
cere  desire,  not  to  obtain  a  paltry  triumph  in  , 
BTgunent,  to  gun  applause  by  tart  reply,  to 
carry  away  the  Tictory  by  addresmog  Qie  pas- ' 
rions,  or  gain  proselytes  by  specious  fUlacies, 
hut,  with  a  mind  open  to  conviction,  seriously 
to  search  after  tmth — earnestly,  when  found, 
to  impress  it  on  others.  What  we  say  on  this  . 
subject  will  remain ;   it  is  not  an  every-day 

5uMtion ;  it  will  remain  for  good  or  for  evil 
lS  out  views  are  correct  or  erroneous ;  as  they 
tend  to  promote  the  lasting  welfare,  or  acceler- 
ate the  dJBsolation  of  our  Union :  so  will  our 
opinions  be  cited  aa  those  which  placed  the 
eonstitntion  on  a  firm  basis,  when  it  was 
shaken  or  deprecated,  if  they  shoold  have 
formed  doctrines  which  led  to  its  destruction. 

With  this  temper,  and  these  impresmons  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  I  have  ^ven  it 
the  most  profound,  the  moat  anxious,  and  pain- 
fol  attention ;  and  differing,  as  I  have  the  mis- ' 
fortune  to  do,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  from 
all  the  Senators  who  have  preceded  me,  I  feel 
an  obligation  to  ^ive  my  views  of  the  subject. 
Gould  I  have  oomcided  in  the  opinions  given 
by  mj  fKends,  I  should  most  certainly  have 
been  ulent ;  from  a  conviction,  that  neither  my 
authority  nor  my  expositions  conld  add  any 
weifht  to  the  arguments  they  have  delivered. 

My  learned  and  honorable  friend,  the  Bena- 
tor  near  me,  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur.  HiTirB,) 
oomes,  in  the  eloquent  argnments  he  has  made, 
to  the  conclnsion,  that  whenever,  in  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  Virginia  resolntions,  (which  he 
Adopts,)  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  any  one 
State,  "  a  palpable,  deliberate,  and  dangerous 
violation  oi  the  constitution  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress." snch  State  may,  without  ceasing  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Union,  declare  the  law  to  be 
nncMnstitntional,  and  prevent  its  execution 
within  the  State ;  that  this  is  a  constitutional 
right,  and  that  ita  ezeroise  will  prodnoe  a  con- 
sbtiiUonal  remedy,  by  obliging  Congress  either 
to  repeal  the  law,  or  to  ob^n  an  explicit  grant 
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of  the  power  which  is  denied  by  the  State,  by 
enhmittmg  an  amendment  to  the  several  States, 
and  that,  hy  the  decision  of  tiie  requisite  num- 
ber, the  State,  as  weU  as  the  Union,  would  be 
bound.  It  would  be  doing  injustice,  both  to 
my  &iend  and  to  his  argument,  if  I  did  not 
add,  that  this  resort  to  the  noIU^ruig  power,  as 
it  has  been  termed,  ought  to  be  had  cmly  in  the 
last  resort,  where  the  grievance  was  intoler- 
able, and  Bll  other  means  of  remonstrance  and 
appeal  to  the  other  States  had  Mled. 

In  this  opinion  I  understand  the  honorable 
and  learned  chairman  of  the  Jndiciaty  Commit- 
tee (Ur.  Rowan)  substantially  to  agree,  partio- 
□larly  in  the  constitutional  right  of  preventing 
the  execution  of  the  obnoxious  law. 

The  Senator  f^om  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gsttkot,) 
in  his  speech,  which  was  listened  to  with  so 
much  attention  and  pleasure,  very  jnstiy  denies 
the  right  of  declaring  the  nullity  of  a  law,  and 
preventing  its  execution,  to  the  ordinary  Legis- 
lature, but  erroneously,  in  mj  opinion,  gives 
it  to  a  convention. 

My  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr,  Woon- 
nmY,)  of  whoae  luminous  argument  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly,  and  to  the  ereatest  part  of 
which  I  agree,  does  not  coincide  in  the  asser- 
tion of  a  consCitational  right  of  preventing  the 
execution  of  a  law  believed  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional, hot  refers  opposition  to  the  unalienable 
right  of  resistance  to  oppres^on. 

All  these  Senators  consider  the  constitution 
as  a  compact  between  the  States  in  their  sov- 
ereign capaoitv;  and  one  of  them  (Mr,  Bow ab) 
has  contended  that  sovereignty  cannot  be  di- 
vided ;  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  no 
part  of  the  sovereign  power  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Qenerd  Government. 

The  Senator  from  MaBsachusetta,  in  his  very 
eloquent  and  jnstiy  admired  address  on  this 
subject,  considers  the  Federal  constitution  as 
entirely  popular,  and  not  created  by  compact, 
and,  from  this  position,  very  naturally  showi 
that  there  can  be  no  constitutional  right  of 
actual  resistance  to  a  law  of  Uiat  Government, 
but  that  intolerable  and  illegal  acta  may  jnsti^ 
it  on  £rst  principles. 

However  these  opinions  may  differ,  there  is 
one  consolatory  reflection,  that  none  of  them 
jnsti^  a  violent  opposition  given  to  an  uncon- 
stitutional law,  until  an  extreme  case  of  suffer- 
ing has  occurred.  Still  less  do  any  of  them 
suppose  the  actual  exist«nce  of  such  a  case. 

But  the  danger  of  establishing  on  the  one 
hand  a  constitutional  veto  in  each  of  the  States, 
upon  any  act  of  the  whole,  to  be  exercised 
irfienever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lcgialatnre  of 
such  State,  the  act  they  complain  of  is  contrary 
to  the  constitution ;  and,  on  the  other,  the 
dangers  which  result  to  the  State  Governments 
by  considering  that  of  the  Union  as  entirely 
popular,  and  buying  the  existence  of  any  oom- 
pact ;  seeUL  both  of  them,  to  be  so  grea^  aa  to 
justify,  and  Indeed  demand,  an  eqiresrion  of. 
my  dissent  from  both. 

The  arguments  on  the  one  Me,  to  ibow  Ati 


the  coDBlitntion  ie  the  result  of  &  compact  be- 
tweea  tl»  States,  cannot,  I  think,  be  ocmtro- 
verted ;  &nd  those  which  go  to  show  that  it  is 
founded  on  the  consent  of  the  people,  and,  in 
one  sense  of  the  word,  a  popular  GovemmeDt, 
are  equally  incontroTwtible.  Both  of  the  po- 
sitions, seeminglj  so  contradictorj,  are  tnie, 
and  both  of  them  are  false — true,  as  respects 
one  feature  in  the  constitution ;  erroneona,  if 
applied  to  the  whole. 

These  States,  duriss  the  short  jieriod  of  the 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  which  preoeded 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  althongh  col- 
onies in  name,  were,  in  fact,  independent  States, 
and,  even  at  that  early  period,  their  political 
existence  partook  of  this  mixed  character. 

By  a  popnlar  or  consolidated  Government,  I 
understand  one  that  is  founded  on  the  consent, 
express  or  implied,  of  the  people  <rf  the  whole 
nation ;  and  which  operates  in  all  its  depart- 
ments direcUy  upon  the  people. 

By  a  federative  Government,  as  contradls- 
tingnished  from  the  former,  I  mean  one  com- 
posed of  several  independent  States,  bound  to- 
gether for  specific  national  purposes,  and  rely- 
ing for  the  efficiency  of  its  operations  on  its 
action  upon  the  different  States  in  their  politi- 
cal capacity,  not  indiyiduolly  npon  theU'  cit- 

In  the  incipient  state  of  our  political  exist- 
ence, we  find  traces  of  both  of  these  features. 
'^rhen  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  mother  coun- 
try had  excited  the  spirit  of  resistance,  we  find 
the  colonies  sending  delegates  to  a  Qeneral 
Congress;  and,  without  any  formal  federative 
contract^  that  Congress  assumed,  by  general 
consent,  and  exercised  powers  which  conld 
strictly  be  classed  only  ander  the  head  of  such 
as  belong  to  a  consolidated  Government.  In 
order  to  effect  a  non-importation  of  goods  from 
Great  Britdn,  instead  of  operating  through  die 
agency  of  the  separate  colonies,  and  recom- 
mending that  they  shoold  use  their  influence  or 
authority  to  effect  the  object;  the  Congress  ad- 
dressed their  recommendation  to  the  merchants 
of  all  the  nnited  colonies  individually.  It  is 
tme  this  was  only  in  the  shape  of  a  recom- 
mendation, not  an  imperative  order ;  but  this 
makes  no  difference  in  the  argument :  it  was 
still  an  action  of  the  Government,  addressed  to 
individaals  of  the  colonies,  not  through  the 
medium  of  the  colonial  authority,  as  wonld 
have  been  the  case  under  a  strictly  federative 
compact.  This  was  on  the  IStb  of  September, 
1774.  On  the  fi7th  of  the  same  month,  they 
proceeded  more  direcQy,  and  resolved  that 
there  should  be  no  goods  imported  after  a  cer- 
tain day,  and  that  those  so  imported  should  not 
be  used  or  sold ;  and  a  few  days  after,  a  resolu- 
tion of  non-exportation  was  entered  into ;  the 
ne^tiation  of  British  bills  was  prohibited,  and 
beudes  levying  and  equipping  a  navsl  and  land 
force  on  Uie  continental  establishment,  they 
erected  a  Post-Office  Department,  emitted 
money,  and  declared  that  peisons  rei^sing  to 
receive  the  bills,  on  conviction,  be  deemed, 
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published,  and  treated  as  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try. All  these  acts  were,  in  a  greater  or  les 
degree,  direct  operations  of  the  general  tempo- 
rary Government,  upon  the  citizens,  and,  In 
that  degree,  were  proo&  of  its  character  as  a 
mixture  of  popular  with  a  federative  Govern- 
ment. After  all  these  acts,  and  many  mor«  id 
the  same  nature,  came  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  which  they  jointiy  declare  them- 
selves independent  States,  but  still,  it  would 
seem,  as  one  nation.  In  the  preamble  they 
assert  the  right,  as  "one  people,"  to  take  the 
station,  not  the  stations,  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  The  whole  instrument  compUuiu 
of  illegal  and  oppresuve  acts  agfdnet  them 
jointly. 

After  this  dedsive  act,  for  more  than  two 
years  the  States,  thus  declared  free,  remuned 
connected  by  no  other  bond  than  their  common 
love  of  liberty,  and  common  danger,  under  the 
same  authority  of  a  general  Congress,  whioh 
continned  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  a  mixed 
kind,  which,  if  they  had  been  formally-  ocmi- 
ferrd,  woold  have  eonatitoted  a  Government 
which  conld  not  properly  be  called  either  pure- 
ly a  federation  of  States,  retainiug  all  theii 
soverei^ty,  or  a  consolidated  Government^  to 
which  It  had  been  surrendered. 

The  Confederation  was  at  length  entered 
into.  This  wss  certunly  a  compact  between 
the  Stales;  but,  among  a  nomher  of  stipula- 
tions strictly  federative,  contained  others  which 
gave  to  the  Congress  powers  which  troicbed 
npon  the  State  soverei^ties ;  to  declare  war 
and  make  peace ;  enter  mto  treaties  binding  on 
the  whole;  to  establish  courts  of  admir^^, 
with  power  to  bind  the  citizens  of  the  States 
individually,  in  cases  coming  under  that  juris- 
diction ;  to  raise  armies,  equip  fleets,  coin 
money,  emit  bills  6f  credit,  and  other  un^lar 
powers.  The  defects  of  this  bond  of  nnion  on 
well  known ;  among  these  the  most  prominent 
.was  the  want  of  a  power,  actina  directly  on 
the  citizens,  to  nuse  a  reveau&  i^ependent  of 
the  agency  of  the  States.  And  it  is  a  most  in- 
structive fact,  that  the  common  danger,  though 
at  times  extremely  imminent,  dnring  Uie  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  could  never  produce  any 
kind  of  attention  to  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress ;  yet  there  was  no  want  of  patriotism  or 
attachment  to  the  cause.  Each  State  then  pos- 
sessed, on  the  subject  of  the  requisition,  tiie 
practical  power  of  giving  a  veto  to  the  opem- 
tions  they  disliked,  by  refusing  its  quota;  and 
the  power  was  abused,  and  will  always  be 
abused,  whenever  it  is  the  interest  of  the  State 
possessing  it  to  exercise  that  ri^t. 

In  the  Federal  constitution  una  comblnatlcn 
of  the  two  characteristics  of  Government  i> 
more  apparent.  It  was  framed  by  delegotei 
appointed  by  the  States;  it  was  ratified  by 
conventions  of  the  people  of  each  State,  con- 
vened according  to  the  laws  of  the  re^ectivft 
States,  It  guaranties  the  eristeoce  of  the 
States,  which  are  necessary  to  its  own ;  the 
States  are  represented  in  one  bnuioh  b^  Beoi^ 
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on,  cboMn  b^  the  Legidatnres ;   and  in  the 
•ther,  bf  RepKMntaliTes  taken  from  the  peo- 

abnt  idiosen  b;  a  role  vhioh  ma?  be  inade 
varied  by  th«  StaUa,  not  bj  Oongresi — the 
[ualifloatioii  of  eleoton  beinf  different  in  dif- 
erent  States.  Thej  mar  make  amendments  to 
he  oonadtation.  In  uwrt,  Uie  Oovamment 
lad  its  inception  with  them;  it  depends  on 
heir  politioal  existence  for  its  operation ;  and 
ts  dnration  cannot  go  beyond  tUra.  The 
Itates  existed  before  the  oonstitnSon;  they 
nrted  only  with  snch  powers  as  are  speoi&ed 
D  that  inrtnunent ;  tliey  oontinne  still  to  exist, 
rith  all  the  powers  they  have  not  ceded ;  and 
he  present  QoTemment  would  never,  itself 
tave  gone  into  operation,  had  not  the  States, 
n  their  political  capacity,  have  oonsented. 
niat  consent  is  a  compact  of  each  one  with  the 
rhole ;  not,  as  has  been  argned,  fin  order  to 
hiow  a  kind  of  ridicole  on  this  convincing 
Mat  of  the  ai^mnent  of  my  iriend  from  South 
Dsrolina,)  with  the  Gtovemment  which  was 
nade  by  snob  compact.  It  is  difficult,  there- 
bra,  it  would  appear,  with  all  these  characters 
)f  a  federative  natore,  to  deny  to  the  present 
Sovernment  the  description  of  one  fosnded  on 
KHnpsot,  to  which  each  State  was  a  party ;  and 
t  ocxiclnnve  proof,  if  any  more  were  wanted, 
ironld  be  in  the  fact,  that  the  States  adopted 
lie  oonstjtntion  at  different  times,  and  many  of 
liem  on  conditions  which  were  afterwards 
xiniplied  with  by  amendments.  If  it  were 
itrioUy  a  popnlar  Government,  in  the  sense 
hat  is  contended  for,  tlie  moment  a  m^ority 
it  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  oon- 
lented,  it  wonld  have  bound  the  rest ;  and  yeL 
ifter  all  the  others,  except  one,  had  adopted 
•b.ti  constitution,  the  smallest  still  held  ont; 
tnd  if  Rhode  Island  had  not  consented  to  enter 
oto  the  confederacy,  she  would,  perbqw,  at 
ihis  time,  have  Iwen  nnoonnected  with  ns. 

But  with  all  these  proofs  (and  I  think  them 
neontrovertible)  that  the  Oovemment  could 
wt  have  Iwen  brought  Into  bein^  without  a 
wmpact,  yet  I  am  far  from  admitting  that,  be- 
lause  this  entered  so  largely  into  its  orimo, 
herefore  there  are  no  characteristics  of  anouiar 
dnd,  wliich  impresa  on  it  strongly  the  marks 
if  a  more  tntdmate  nolon  and  am^amation  of 
he  interests  of  the  dtieens  of  the  different 
States,  which  gives  to  them  the  general  char- 
Mter  of  citizens  of  the  nnited  nation.  This 
linde  fact  will  show,  that  the  entire  sov- 
iragnty  of  the  States,  iitdividnally,  has  not 
»en  retained :  the  relatirai  of  citizen  and  sov- 
ir^gn  is  reoiprooal.  To  whatever  power  the 
dtizen  owes  dlegianoe,  that  power  is  his  sov- 
ireign.  There  cannot  be  a  donbte,  although 
liere  may  be  a  subordinate  fealty.  The  Gov- 
nment,  also,  for  the  most  part,  (except  in  the 
lleotion  of  Senators,  Bepresoitatives,  and  Pres- 
ideot,  and  some  others,)  acts  in  the  exercise  of 
Its  legitimate  powers  directly  npon  individuals, 
tnd  not  through  the  medium  of  State  anthori- 
ties.  This  is  an  essoitlal  cbaraoter  of  a  popo- 
brOovenmuaL 


I  place  little  relianoe  on  the  argument  which 
has  been  mostly  depended  on,  to  Siow  that  this 
Is  a  popnlar  Government :  I  mean  the  pream- 
ble, which  tiegins  with  the  words,  "  We,  the 
people."  It  proves  nothing  more  than  tlie 
fact,  that  the  people  of  the  several  States  had 
been  conHcltea,  and  bad  given  their  consent  to 
the  Lostrument.  To  give  these  words  any  oth* 
er  constmction,  wonld  be  to  make  them  an  as- 
sertion directiy  contrary  to  the  fact.  Wo 
know,  and  it  never  has  b«ei)  imagined  or  aa- 
eerted,  that  the  people  of  the  IJmted  States 
collectively,  aa  a  wnole  people,  gave  ^eir 
assent,  or  were  comralted  in  that  capacity ;  the 
people  <rf  each  State  were  consulted,  to  know 
whether  that  State  wonld  form  a  jwrt  of  the 
United  States,  nnder  the  articles  of  the  consti- 
tution, snd  to  that  the;  gave  thmr  assent,  dm- 
ply  as  citizens  of  that  SUte. 

This  Government,  then,  is  neither  each  a 
federative  one,  founded  on  a  compact,  aa  leaves 
to  all  the  parties  their  fall  soverdgn^,  nor 
snch  a  consolidated  popular  Government,  aa 
deprives  them  of  the  whole  of  that  scveretga 
power.  It  is  a  compact,  bv  which  the  people 
of  each  State  have  ooneentoa  to  take  from  their 
own  Legialatores  some  of  the  powers  they  had 
conferred  npon  them,  and  to  transfer  them, 
with  other  enumeratad  powers,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  crested  by  thst 
compact ;  these  powers,  so  conjerred,  are  some 
of  those  exercised  by  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  country  in  which  they  reside.  I  do  not 
mean  here,  the  ultimate  sovereign  power  redd- 
ing under  all  Govemmento,  democratic  or  des- 
potic, in  the  people ;  a  sovereignty  which  must 
always  in  theoiy  exist,  however  its  exercise 
may  by  foreign  or  domestic  power  l>e  re- 
praaied ;  bnt  I  mean  that  power  to  regnlate  the 
affurs  of  a  nation,  which  resides  in  its  Govern- 
ment whatever  the  form  of  that  Government 
may  t>e ;  and  this  may  Im,  and  generally  is,  dis- 
tributed into  several  hands.  As  to  all  these 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  which,  by  the  federal 
compact,  were  tranrferred  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, t^  Government  is  soverdgn  and 
supreme ;  the  States  have  abandoned,  uid  can 
never  reclaim  them.  As  to  all  oth^  doverugn 
powers,  the  States  retain  them. 

But  the  States  have  not  only  given  oertain 

Kwers  to  the  General  Government,  but  they 
ve  expressly  g^ven  the  right  of  enfordng 
obedience  to  the  exercise  of  those  powers. 
They  have  declared  that  "the  oonstitation  and 
the  laws  which  shall  be  made  in  pursoance 
thereof  ahsll  be  the  sopreme  law  of  the  land, 
any  thing  in  the  constitntion  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding."  Ai^ 
tiiey  have  also  expressly  consented,  that  the 
Jndiciary  of  the  United  States  shall  have  cog- 
nixanoe  of  all  cases  coming  nnder  those  laws. 
Here  the  word*  of  the  compact  provide  fbr  tlM 
means  by  which  etmtroverues  coming  nnder  it 
are  to  be  dedded;  bnt  this  mnit  be  taken  with 
the  nnderstanding  that  tbey  are  ooBtxomtAm 
arising  not  only  under  the  laws  (rf  tlw  United 
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8Ute«,  (including  the  oonstitatdon  and  treaties,) 
bat  thej  most  b«  between  parties  over  whom 
the  oonstitation  has  given  Juriediotion  to  the 
eonrts.  Etbtj  caM,  then,  of  tliis  description, 
mnst  be  sabmltted  to  the  Jndicituy  of  the 
United  Btate* ;  and  aa,  in  all  caaaa,  the  Oonsti- 
tntion  of  the  United  States  is  parunonnt  in  an- 
tbority  to  a  law  of  the  United  States,  end  as 
both  of  them  are  so  to  a  taw  of  the  State,  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  of  tlie  United  States  mnst,  of 
necessitf,  when  a  contrariety  between  these 
anthoritjes  is  alleged,  in  any  case  legally  before 
it,  detomine  that  qnestion,  and  its  detennina- 
tion  moat  be  final ;  the  parties  most  be  bound ; 
tiie  States  to  which  they  belong  must  be 
bonnd ;  for  they,  in  this  compact,  have  agreed 
that  their  citizcuia  shall  be  so.  But  it  is  asked, 
Suppose  the  law  of  Congreaa  Is  palpably  con- 
tnu7  to  the  conatitntlon,  and  endangers  the 
Uberties  of  the  ooontry,  must  the  State  aab- 
mit  f  If  the  qnestlon  he,  whether  the  State 
can  oonstitatdonally  resist,  there  is  bnt  one  an- 
swer. She  has  by  the  oonsUtntion  consented 
that  the  Supreme  Court  shE^l  finally  decide 
whether  this  be  consdtntional  or  not.  If  the 
question  be,  of  the  right  "which  alt  people  have 
to  redst  minons  oppression,  the  answer  is  as 
clear-  and  I  should  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  oontravene  the  ezistenoe  of  that  un- 
alienable right.  But  that  is  not  the  question ; 
it  ia  of  a  oonstitotional  right,  whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature,  (or  as  some  think, 
of  a  convention  of  the  people  of  any  one 
State,)  a  law  of  Congress  is  palpably  nnoonstd- 
tutioiutl,  HDch  State  hoa  a  right  under  the  con- 
Btitntion,  not  only  to  declare  the  act  void,  bnt 
to  prevent  its  execution  within  the  State,  until 
OongresB  shall  propose  a  declaratory  amend- 
meot  to  the  States,  and  their  decidon  E^all  bo 
obtained ;  and  all  this  without  quitting  their 
place  in  the  ITnion,  without  distnrbing  Ite 
peace,  it  u  said ;  bnt^  on  the  contrary,  it  is  con- 
tended, for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  gen- 
eral compact  inviolate.  Now,  ur,  independ- 
ently of  the  argument  drawn  from  the  express 
consent  ot  the  people  of  the  several  States,  that 
in  all  mattes  where  the  Supreme  Court  have 
Jurisdiction  between  individuals,  they  should 
determine,  and  must  determine,  whether  a  laW 
be  unoonstitutional ;  independently  of  this,  and 
supposing  no  such  powers  given  to  the  court, 
can  it  be  supposed  that  so  eseentiA]  a  feature  of 
the  Government  as  a  poritive  veto  given  to,  or 
reserved  by  each  State,  upon  the  operations  of 
the  whole,  wonld  have  been  left,  not  only  un- 
provided for  by  express  words,  bnt  without 
even  an  ambigaoua  phrase — a  single  doubtfU 
word,  to  hang  the  argnment  upon  t  It  is  de- 
rived solely  from  the  rights  attached  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Stat*»,  miimpaired  by  it« 
accession  to  the  Union,  indivisible,  according 
to  the  argument  of  my  learned  ftiend  fhim 
EentDcky,  and  always  alive  and  active,  (not 
one  of  Uiose  which  he  expressively  says  will 
keep  oold,)  and  ready  to  go  into  operatdon 
whenever  it  is  attacked. 


I  have  called  it  a  poritive  veto  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  whole  Government  Is  it  not  so 
in  effect  t  That  the  right,  when  exercised  by 
a  single  State,  can  only  prevent  the  executim 
of  the  obnonouB  taw  in  the  State  alone  which 
objects  to  It  does  not  take  from  the  power  the 
character  I  have  given  to  it,  ia  ^parent.  For, 
if  the  Oenend  Government  were  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  derist  from  executing  the  law  in  the 
opposing  4tat^  they  most,  of  necessity,  refraif 
from  putting  it  in  force  in  the  others :  if  it 
were  a  tai,  because  they  mnst  be  equal  -  if  any 
other  subject  of  legation,  imposing  a  burthen 
or  restriction,  they  could  not,  in  justice,  force 
the  others  to  bear  what  one  was  relieved  trom, 
nor  would  the  other  States  snbmit  to  so  mi- 
equal  an  imposition.  The  argument,  then,  mp- 
posee  a  feature  in  the  constitution  which  cer- 
tainly is  not  expressed  in  it,  which,  most  assur- 
edly, would  have  been  expressed,  if  it  had  been 
intended :  for  it  totally  alters  its  character ; 
puts  the  power  of  the  Union  at  the  will  of  any 
one  of  ite  members ;  and  allows  it,  without 
risk,  to  throw  off  all  the  bnrthens  of  Govem- 


the  one  claimed ;)  a  right  under  the  constitu- 
tion, not  over  it ;  a  power  tiiat  may  be  exer- 
cised without  incurring  any  risk,  or  cconmit- 
ting  any  offence — without  forfeiting  a  plooe  in. 
the  Union,  or  any  right  or  privile^  under  it. 
The  State  has  only  to  resolve,  by  its  ordinary 
Legislature^  or,  according  to  others,  in  a  con- 
vention of  its  dtitens,  that  a  law  enacted  by 
the  General  Government  is  palpably  unconsta- 
totional  and  dangerons,  and  that  it  shall  cettsa 
to  operate,  and  it  most  cease  to  operate ;  and, 
as  an  inevitable  consequence,  it  may  be  relat- 
ed by  force ;  as  another  consequence,  if  death 
ensues,  it  is  murder  in  those  who  act  under  the 
General  Govenimeut;  justifiable  homicide  in 
those  who  renst  Now,  sir,  would  not  these 
serious  conseqnences  have  presented  themselvea 
to  the  enlightened  men  who  framed  this  ecm- 
stitotion?  and,  if  they  did,  would  not  some 
providon  have  been  made  to  prevent  any  Qle- 
g&l  exertion  of  power  by  the  Executive,  fraariit 
with  such  danger  t  K  they  had  sripposed  tasL 
this  was  a  right  reserved,  would  they  not  have 
declared  the  correlative  obligation  in  the  G«i- 
eral  Government  to  respect  it  f  For,  sir,  it  la 
snperflnons  to  say  that  every  right  carries  with 
it  its  correspondent  obligation,  and  that  thene 
cannot  be  two  conflicting  rights.  I^  then,  the 
States  have  a  right  to  prevent  the  executioii  of 
a  law,  the  General  Government  is  under  an  ob- 
ligation to  refrain  from  enforcing  it;  yet,  in- 
stead of  declaring  this  obligation  to  respect 
this  reserved  right,  not  the  ^ghtest  allnsi<m  ia 
mode  to  it.  On  tiie  contraiy,  when  a  law  ia 
once  passed,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Prefd- 
dent  to  execute  it  Bnt,  by  the  argument^  tb« 
law  has  been  passed  as  constitntiooal  by  botb 
Houses  of  Congress ;  it  has  been  approved  as 
such  by  the  ]n^dent;  and  a  jnagment  has 
been  given  by  the  Sapreme  Court,  deolaring  it 
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to  be  constitntdoiml,  and  direotiug  that,  in  the 
partjonlar  ease  before  them,  it  Ehall  be  «ze- 
cntod.  The  Btate  agunst  wboee  citdzon  the 
jadgment  is  given  deolareB  it  to  be  palpablj 
and  dangeronslj  oontrar;  to  the  oODBtitntiou, 
&nd  that  it  ia  noU  and  void,  and  ehall  sot  be 
executed  ?  Wbat  ib  to  be  done  t  The  right  of 
the  State,  w.ji  the  gentl^nan,  most  be  respect- 
ed; but^  onfortiuiMelj  for  tite  argnmeDt,  the 
oonstltntion  does  not  saj  so ;  onfortonately,  it 
8S7B  direetl;  the  contraiy.  The  President  ia 
bonnd  bjr  his  oath  to  cause  ererj  constitntional 
law  to  M  etecated.  Bat  he  baa  approved  this 
law,  therefore  he  believes  it  to  l>e  constitn- 
tiooal ;  bot  both  Hooaea  have  passed  it,  there- 
fore they  believed  it  so ;  bat  Qie  jodges  have 
decreed  that  it  shall  be  executed;  ^erafbre, 
thej,  too,  have  believed  it  to  be  oonstitntionol. 
Uost  the  Preddent  peld  hie  own  convicUon, 
fbrtifled  as  it  is  bf  these  anthoritdes,  to  the 
o{Hnioii  of  a  minority — perhaps  a  small  m^or- 
itf — in  the  Le^slatore  of  a  single  BUtet  K 
he  muBt,  again  I  say,  ahow-me  the  written  au- 
thority. I  cannot  find  it.  I  cannot  oonoeive 
it.  I  aia  not  aaking  for  the  eipreasioii  of  the 
reserved  right ;  I  know  that  they  are  not  enn- 
merated,  Bnt  I  ask  for  the  obligation  to  obey 
that  right ;  I  ask  for  the  written  instruction  to 
the  Executive  to  respect  it ;  I  ask  for  a  pro- 
visioD,  that  nothing  but  the  grossest  inatt«n- 
Uon,  or  the  most  oonsummate  .folly,  could  have 
omitted,  if  the  doctrine  contended  for  be  trne. 
This  might  have  been  done  by  an  article  in 
these  words :  "  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of 
an;  one  State,  a  law  passed  by  the  Oongreea 
shall  be  deemed  unoonstitDtional  and  danger- 
ous, such  State  may  prevent  its  eiecatdon,  and 
the  President  and  the  oonrts  shall  forbear  to 
enforce  the  same ;  but  Congress  shsll,  in  that 
case,  if  they  persevere  in  thinking  the  law  ex- 
pedient, snbmit  the  question  as  an  amendment 
to  conventions  of  the  States,  in  the  manner 

E«ribed  by  the  oonstltation."  Now,  sir,  the 
dry  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  if  sach 
Men  the  intention  of  those  who  framed 
our  form  of  Government,  or  of  those  who 
adopted  it,  and  oonsidereid  and  amended  it, 
would  not  some  erpreadon  of  this  kind  have 
been  inserted?  and  if  inserted,  would  it  not 
have  been  recommended  or  adopted !  and,  if 
adopted,  how  long  wonld  it  have  continued  in 
operatjon )  how  many  votes  wonld  have  been 
interposed  f  how  many  conventions  would 
have  been  assembled  f  jS'ot  an  embargo,  not  a 
restriotiotu  not  a  declaration  of  war,  not  a 
measure  for  defence,  not  a  tax  or  an  impost, 
bat  wonld  prodnoe  a  stoppage  in  the  wheels  of 
tiie  political  machine  \  the  most  pressing  oper- 
ations of  Government  must  be  suspended  until 
the  amendments  are  proposed  by  Congress,  nn- 
tal  conventions  are  called  in  all  the  States,  and 
they  have  made  their  decisions.  It  is  unfortn- 
natelj  no  answer  to  say  that  this  power  would 
not  be  abused ;  that  ^e  argunent  supposes  it 
to  scome  only  in  palpable  oasee.  Let  tiie  coi 
■titutional  ^ht  ne  acknowledged,  let  it  1 
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known  that  it  may  be  exercused  without  risk, 
and  local  interest  will  always  be  strong  enough 
to  su^^  constitutional  scruples ;  nor  will 
common  interest,  the  iacalonlable  interest  of 
onr  Union,  be  a  sufiicient  argument.  When 
was  the  interest  of  nnion  more  apparent  than 
during  the  latter  years  of  tiie  revolutionary 
war,  and  those  which  immediately  ancceeded 
the  peaoe  t  Tet,  when  was  the  apathy  of  the 
States  more  apinrent  to  the  conrideraticms  of 
common  goodl  When  were  local  interests 
more  consulted  }  When  was  it  more  difflonit 
to  procure  the  slender  contributions  which  each 
State  was  bonnd  to  ftimiah  to  the  common 
fond  ?  It  is  a  most  important  truth,  that  the 
existence  of  the  General  Government  must  de- 
pend on  that  feature  which  permits  the  exer- 
cise of  ail  its  legitimate  powers  directiy  upon 
the  people,  withont  the  intervention  of  the 
Btat^  Make  that  intervention  necessary  for 
the  execntion  of  those  legitimate  powers,  or 
permit  it  to  arrest  them  in  cases  which  the 
btat«s  may  deem  illegal,  and  yonr  GovMimient 
is  gone ;  it  changes  its  character ;  it  becomea, 
whatever  other  featores  yon  give  to  it,  essen- 
tially an  Inefficient  confederation,  withont  union 
at  home,  without  consideration  abroad,  and 
must  soon  fall  a  prey  to  domestic  wars,  in 
which  foreign  alliances  will  neoessarily  inter- 
vene to  complete  its  ruin.  'So,  sir ;  adopt  this 
as  a  part  of  onr  eonstitution,  and  we  need  no 
prophet  to  predict  its  fall.  The  oldest  of  us 
may  live  long  enough  to  weep  over  its  ruins ; 
to  deplore  the  fiulnre  of  the  fairest  experiment 
that  was  ever  made,  of  secnring  pablio  pros- 
perity and  privato  happiness,  based  on  eqnsl 
right^  and  fair  representation ;  to  die  with  the 
expiring  liberties  of  our  country,  and  transmit 
to  onr  children,  instead  of  the  fair  inheritance 
of  freedom  received  from  our  fathers,  a  legacy 
of  war,  slavery,  and  contention. 

Bnt  it  is  asked,  will  you  deny  to  the  Ststea 
every  portion  of  their  former  sovereignty? 
Will  yon  call  this,  with  the  Senator  from  Moa- 
sachusetts,  a  strictly  po^nlar  Govemmentf 
Will  yon  deny  them  all  right  of  intervention, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  condition  of  mere  cor- 
porations! Do  you  renounce  the  doctrines  for 
which  yon  contended  in  ITSB,  and  consider  the 
Snpreme  Court  as  the  umpire  provided  in  all 
cases  to  determine  on  the  extent  of  Ststo 
rights!  God  forbid  that  I  should  hold  such 
doctrines.  If  my  friends  had  stopped  at  the 
declaration  that  they  adopted  the  resolutions  of 
the  Yii^inia  Legislature,  I  should  not,  perhaps, 
have  thought  the  difference  between  ns  of  sniB- 
dent  oonsequenoe  to  have  troubled  the  Senate 
with  my  opinions.  For  the  moat  part,  I  coin- 
cide in  the  sentiments  of  those  resolntions ;  bnt 
my  friends  carried  them  out  into  their  practical 
consequences  farther  than,  I  think,  tney  war- 
rant ;  farther,  certainly,  than  I  am  wilUng  to 
follow  them. 

As  I  understand  them,  they  assert  the  right 
of  a  State,  in  the  case  of  a  law  palpably  nn- 
constitntiimal  and  daogerons,  to  rcntonirtrsta 
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agiunst  it,  to  call  on  the  other  8tat«B  to  co- 
operate in  procuring  its  repeal,  and,  in  doing 
tikis,  thej  mn^  of  neoessitf,  call  it  nnconstitn- 
tional,  ini,  if  so,  in  their  opinion,  nnll  and 
Toid.  Thns  far  I  agree  entirely  with  the  lan- 
gnage  and  sabstanee  of  the  resolntiona.  This, 
I  sappose,  is  meant  hj  the  ezpreaaion,  inter- 
poee  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  eviL  I 
see  Ul  thoee  resolntiona  no  assertion  of  the 
right  contended  for,  aa  a  oonstitntional  and 
peaceable  exercise  of  a  veto,  followed  out  bj 
the  doctrine  that  it  is  to  coatinoe  antil,  on  the 
application  of  Oongresa  for  an  amendment,  the 
States  are  to  decide.  It  these  are  the  true  de- 
daotions  from  the  Virginia  resolutions,  I  can- 
not agree  to  them,  mnch  as  I  revere  the  an- 
thoritf  of  the  great  statesman  whose  prodno- 
tion  tiiej  are.  I  cannot  assent  to  them ;  and 
it  is  because  I  revere  him,  and  admire  his  tal- 
ents, that  I  cannot  belieye  be  intended  to  go 
tiiis  length.  I  cannot  believe  it,  also,  for  an- 
other reaaon.  He  thought,  and  he  conclosiTely 
proved,  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  to  I>e  delib- 
erate, anconatltutional,  and  dangerous  acts ;  he 
declared  tiiem  so  in  his  resolntions.  Tet,  mr, 
he  never  proposed  that  their  eiecution  ahould 
be  roMsted ;  he  never  uttered  or  wrote  a  word 
that  looked  like  this  doctrine,  now  contended 
for,  of  a  conBtitntioaal  right  to  arrest  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  nntil  amendments  could  be 
proposed.  The  right  he  asserted,  when  he 
alludes  to  re^stanee,  was  one  that  ail  acknowl- 
edged, that  of  opposition  to  intolerable  and  on- 
constitutional  oppression.  Mr.  Jeffereon,  in 
the  Kentookr  resolutions,  has  used  a  word  of 
equivocal  anthoritj,  as  well  as  signification: 
he  asserts  the  right  of  a  State  to  "  noUlfj' "  an 
unconstitutional  act.  If  he  means  bj  this  an; 
thing  more  than  is  contuned  in  the  Virginia 
resolntiona,  be  must  apply  it  to  the  extreme 
case  of  resistance,  on  the  ri^ht  of  which  there 
can  be  no  contrariety  of  <«nnion :  for  Mr,  Jef- 
ferson does  not,  if  I  read  him  aright,  avow, 
any  more  than  Ur.  Madison  does,  the  right  now 
contended  for,  of  a  State  veto,  with  its  conse- 
quences. This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  a  more 
modem  invention,  and,  as  I  think  I  hare 
proved,  ntterly  incompatible  with  the  oatnre 
of  our  Government,  Was  it  ever  conceived, 
before  the  present  day,  to  form  a  part  of  it ! 
If  it  waa,  why  is  it  not  alluded  to  in  any  of  the 
debates  of  the  Federal  convention  which  framed, 
or  the  State  conventions  which  adopted  itt 
Surely  it  is  of  sofficient  importance  to  have  at- 
tracted attention,  either  as  an  advantage  or  an 
objection ;  yet  not  a  word  is  sud  about  it 
Naj,  more:  if  we  refer  te  that  Inminons  ezpo- 
ution  of  the  whole  character  of  the  General 
Government,  and  of  its  expected  operation, 
"The  FedenJist,"  not  a  word  can  be  found 
that  &rorB  this  idea  of  a  veto,  now  for  the  first 
time  set  up  as  a  part  of  our  constitution,  llie 
ooDstitution,  its  advocates,  its  oppoBera,  the 
great  contemporary  exposition  of  its  character, 
the  praotioe  under  it  for  forty  years,  sll  silent 
on  so  important,  so  fiindamental  a  doctrine! 


Is  not  this  a  Mr,  I  su^t  say  a  oonclnave  up- 
ment  that  it  does  not  exist ;  that  it  is  wiA  I 
have  indicated  it  to  be,  a  modern  inventicinl 
Bat  this  is  not  all :  the  case  of  a  conflict  ofu- 
thority  between  the  General  and  BUte  ntthv- 
itiea,  under  the  new  Government,  was  ooe  IM 
oonld  not  escape  the  foreright  of  the  anthKi  of 
"  The  Federalist."  A  series  of  chapters  en 
this,  and  subjects  connected  with  it,  sre  tami 
in  that  collection,  written  by  Hr.  Hadim. 
Here  would  have  been  the  placa  certainly,  to 
have  developed  the  character  and  operation  ti 
this  legil  veto,  if^  in  his  opinion,  it  had  ensteL 
He  conld  not  have  bees  ^ent  on  the  mitned 
It  is  Imposdble  that  he  coidd  then  havs  atH 
the  doctrines  which  are  erroneously,  in  mf 
opinion,  sud  to  be  those  of  his  Virginia  reailt- 
tions.  In  the  441h  number,  in  arguing  the  se- 
oessity  of  the  article  which  makes  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  made  in  pnrsnsnee  of  6a 
constitution,  paramount  to  the  State  cciu^- 
tiona,  he  Bays,  if  the  Stote  sovereignty  li»^ 
been  left  complete  in  this  psrticular,  anung 
otiier  absurd  and  dangerous  consequences,  "U« 
world  would  have  seen,  for  the  first  tim^  I 
system  of  Government  founded  on  an  ioTenira 
of  the  fandamental  principles  of  all  Govem- 
ment ;  it  would  have  seen  the  authority  of  Ibe 
whole  society  everywhere  subordbate  to  tht 
authority  of  the  parte;  it  would  have  leen  i 
monster  in  whicn  the  head  was  under  tht 
direction  of  the  memlyera."  And,  as  more  iin- 
mediately  applicable  to  the  present  soWect,  in 
the  46th  numl>er,  he  ^ves  expressly  Vhal  b< 
Bunposea  the  only  remedy  for  an  "  nnwanaiit- 
able,"  by  which  be  must  mean  unconstitnttoiul 
measure,  "  On  the  other  hand,  (be  wn) 
should  an  unwarrantable  measure  of  tbaFu- 
eral  Government  be  unpopolar  in  partiNlK 
States,  which  would  seldom  fwl  to  be  the  CSK| 
or  even  a  warranteble  measure  be  so,  wim 
may  sometimes  be  the  case,  the  means  of  ^po- 
Mtion  to  it  are  powerful  and  at  hand."  Ho^ 
dr,  if  the  new  doctrine  were  the  trne  one,  B 
the  veto  were  a  oonstitotional  measure,  nw 
we  should  hear  of  it  I  What  more  po^ei™' 
What  more  at  hand)  What  more  effectttut 
Why  look  for  any  other!  Yet  this  eoMtJto- 
tional  right,  so  clearly  dedndble  from  the  t« 
terms  of  our  national  compact,  never  oocorrw 
ta  the  very  man  whose  doctrines.  In  ITM,  i» 
swd  erroneously,  I  again  repeat,  to  embno*  tt 
What  are  the  rerae^es  which  he  there  p^ 
out  t  "  The  disquietude  of  the  P^^^^Sf 
repugnance,  and,  perhaps,refnsal  to eH)f«'^ 
with  the  officers  of  the  Union,  the  froTM  " 
the  Ezeontive  magistraoy  of  the  Stale,  »«,«»■ 
harrassments  created  br  legislativa  avrm 
which  would  often  be  added  on  such  f"*"^ 
would  oppose,  in  any  Stat«,  dlfflouHiss  not» 
be  demised ;  would  form,  in  a  large  State,  W 
seriooa  impediments  ;  and  where  the  sW"" 
ments  of  several  adjoining  SUtes  h*pp««?.r 
be  in  unison,  would  present  obatmctions  ffUJ? 
the  Federal  Government  would  he  ''•^J^ 
Ing  to  encounter."    Tlieee  w«e  the  sBPtBiMi" 
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of  Mr.  Uadison,  ia  17B7 ;  and  snoh,  I  think,  is 
the  trne  conatracdoii  of  his  langnage  in  1798. 
For  he  goes  on,  in  the  same  paper,  to  follow  up 
the  oonseqiieQoes  of  a  peraeverance  of  the  Fed- 
eral OoTemment  in  nnconstitntional  measoreE, 
into  the  only  result  that  ail  agree  mnst,  in  ex- 
treme cases,  happen — a  reeistanoe  by  force ; 
and  that  he  ma;  not  be  misunderstood,  makes 
It  analogooB  to  the  case  of  the  colonial  reeist- 
anoe to  Qreat  Britain. 

Although,  in  laj  opinion,  in  eTer}r  case  whioh 
can  lavfnflj'be  brought  within  the  JorisdicUon 
of  the  Snpreme  Court,  that  tribunal  mnst  lodge 
of  the  constitntionalit^r  of  laws  on  which  the 
question  before  them  depend^  and  its  decrees 
mnst  be  final,  whether  they  affect  BtAte  rights 
or  not ;  and,  as  a  neoessarT'  conseqaenoe,  that 
no  St^  has  anj  richt  to  impede  or  prevent 
the  eiecntion  of  sach  sentence;  j'et  I  am  far 
boai  thinking  that  this  court  is  created  an  nm- 
ptre  to  Judge  between  the  Cleneral  and  State 
Goremments.  I  do  not  see  It  recorded  in  the 
inabmnentj  but  I  see  it  recorded  that  everj 
light  not  given  is  ret^ned.  In  an  extreme  case 
that  has  been  put,  of  the  United  States  declar- 
ing that  a  particnlar  State  shoald  have  but  one 
S^ator,  or  should  be  deprived  of  its  repre- 
sentation, I  see  nothing  to  oblige  the  State  to 
anbmit  this  case  to  the  Snpreme  Oonrt ;  on  the 
coutrarj,  I  see,  hj  the  ennn^eration  of  the  oases 
and  persons  which  may  be  brought  within  their 
jorisdiction,  that  this  is  not  inclnded ;  in  this 
the  injured  StAte  would  have  a  right  at  once  to 
declare  that  it  would  no  longer  m  bound  bj 
a  compact  which  had  been  thna  groeslj  vio- 
lated. 

It  would  be  nseleBS  affectation  to  pretend 
ignorance  of  the  discontent  that  prevails  in  an 
important  section  of  the  TJuion ;  its  language  is 
too  loud,  too  deoisiTB,  too  menacing,  not  to 
have  been  heard,  and  heard  with  the  deepest 
oonoern.  It  has  already  been  more  than  once 
allnded  to,  in  thb  debate,  in  terms  of  severest 
censure.  I  shall  not  assume  that  tone,  although 
I  cannot  tmt  deprecate  the  light  manner  in 
-which  the  greatest  evil  that  can  befall  us  is  spo- 
ken of,  as  if  it  vera  an  every-day  occurrence. 
Ar^ments  for  and  against  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  are  canvassed  in  the  public  papers ;  form 
the  topic  of  dinner  speeches;  are  condensed 
into  toasts ;  and  treated,  in  every  respect,  as  if 
it  were  "a  knot  of  policy  that  mi^ht  be  un- 
loosed familiar  as  a  garter."  Sir,  it  is  a  Qcir- 
dian  knot,  that  can  bo  severed  only  by  tihe 
Bword.  The  band  cannot  be  unloosed  cntit  it 
is  wet  with  the  blood  of  brothers.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  conscientiously  be  silent;  and,  hum- 
bly as  I  think  of  my  influence  or  powers  of 
persuasion,  I  should  feel  myself  guilty  if  they 
were  not  exerted  in  admonition  to  both  parties 
in  this  eventful  controversy.  The  tariff  is  the 
prominent  grievance  that  excites  the  discon- 
tents in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  and  par- 
Ijcnlarly  in  South  Carolina,  It  is  denounced 
aa  unconstitutional,  injurious  to  the  whole 
ooontry,  ruinous  to  the  Sontii,  and  beneficial 
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only  to  a  particular  interest  in  the  North  and 
East.  Ky  sentiments  on  this  subject  may  be 
expressed  in  a  very  few  words,  A  decided 
convert  to  the  free  trade  system,  I  think  it  may 
be  depart«d  from  in  the  few  cases  m  which  re- 
strictions may  be  used,  with  a  hope  of  pro- 
ducing a  relaxation  of  similar  restrictions  by  a 
foreign  power.  I  therefore  believe  the  present 
tariff  unwise,  unequal,  and  oppressive  in  its  op- 
erations, but  I  cannot  think  it  nnconstitutiona]. 
And  I  consider  one  of  its  wont  consequences 
to  be,  that  when  it  has  been  long  persisted  in, 
and  oonaidered  as  the  settled  poUcy  of  the  na- 
tion, BO  much  of  the  capital  and  population  of 
the  country  may  be  employed  in  the  manuAo- 
tnres  jirotected  by  it,  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of 
serious  calculation  whether  a  sadden  and  total 
abandonment  of  the  policy  may  not  produce 
greater  evil  to  the  whole  nation  tlian  the  ben- 
efit \o  be  expected  from  throwing  open  the 
trade.  With  these  opinions,  on  the  suMect  of 
the  Sonthem  discontents,  I  enter  largely  into 
their  feelmgs,  and  Join  them  in  lamenting  a 
policy  which  operates  so  distresaingly  on  their 
prosperity. 


TcuDAT,  March  28. 
MovnUd  It^ntry  Bill. 
Mr.  Bedton  moved  that  all  the  bills  preced- 
ing bill  No.  119  shonld  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  conudering  that  bill. 
The  Senate  agreed  to  the  motion,  and  that  bill 
was  then  taken  up,  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 
It  oonsisted  of  a  single  section,  and  proposed  to 
vest  the  President  with  authority  t«  mount  and 
equip  teu  companies  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  the  public  service 
might  require,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of 

dollars  for  the  purchase  and  equipment  of 

the  horses.    After  it  was  road,  Mr,  B.  proposed 
to  add  a  second  section,  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 

dollars  for  purohoring  forage  for  the  horses 

for  the  rem^der  of  the  present  year ;  etating 
that  his  object  was  to  keep  the  appropriations 
for  the  different  branches  of  the  sOTvlce  distinct 
and  separate.  The  motion  to  add  the  second 
section  was  agreed  to :  and,  after  stating  that 
he  shonld  move,  at  the  proper  time,  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  with  thirty-three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  doUus,  and 
that  in  the  second  one  with  eighteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  he  (Mr.  B.)  entered 
Into  a  particular  examination  of  the  nature  of 
the  bill,  and  advocated  its  policy  and  utility. 
He  first  remarked  upon  the  t^rms,  or  phrase- 
ology of  the  bill,  which  were  to  authorize — not 
to  reqnir»-4be  President  to  cause  the  ten  com- 
panies to  be  mounted ;  and  which  gave  him  a 
discretion  over  the  nnmber  of  compmies  to  be 
mounted,  not  exceeding  the  limitation  express- 
ed in  the  bilL  Such  a  discretion  was  properly 
vested  in  the  President,  who,  being  charged 
with  the  defence  of  the  conntiy,  and  responsi- 
for  the  safely  of  the  frontiers,  ihotdd  hav« 
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some  antbority  to  use  the  species  offeree  which 
the  oocauon  required ;  and  that  the  preaeat 
President  preferred  mounted  meD  for  the  kiod 
of  BerTioe--defeiu]e  against  Indiaiu — which  thia 
bill  contemplated,  waa  a  &ct  aa  veil  known  by 
the  ereots  of  his  militarj  career  aa  hj  the  oom- 
municatioD  of  hia  sentiments  on  the  particnlar 
anl^ect  of  this  bilL  The  Miaaonri  LegisUtwe, 
the  officers  of  the  army  on  the  Western  fron- 
tier, and  all  the  citizens  of  the  West,  interested 
in  the  queatioa;  the  President,  the  Becretary 
at  War,  and  the  Qoartermaster  General,  Jesap, 
have  united  their  voices  in  favor  of  the  species 
of  force  which  this  bill  contemplates ;  and  the 
granting  of  it  may  jnatly  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  highest  ol^ects  of  Western  hope  and  de- 
rire.  One  object  of  the  measnre  is,  to  give  de- 
fimoe  and  protection  to  the  trading  oaravana 
between  Uuaonri  and  Mexico— caravans  which 
annnally  bring  l^ome  large  sums  of  sold  and 
silver,  and  now  experience  continued  losses,  in 
lives  and  property,  for  want  of  the  apeoies  of 
protection  which  this  bill  proposea  to  give. 
Another  object,  and  a  more  extensive  one,  is  to 
provide  an  adeqaate  and  appropriate  defence 
for  the  Western  frontier,  and  that  in  its  whole 
extent,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, and  thence  to  Green  Bay,  at  the  npper 
end  of  Lake  Michigan.  This  line  of  defence  is 
largely  npwarda  of  a  thnnsond  miles  in  length, 
oovenu^  the  frontiers  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  Ulinoia,  and  the  new  territory  upon 
the  upper  Mississippi.  To  those  two  o^ects  a 
third  one,  also  of  great  importance — me  se- 
curity of  the  tvi  trade,  now  a  dangerous  por- 
anit  to  onr  own  citizens  on  our  own  soil — mnat 
be  added.  For  all  those  ohjeota — fortbejnst 
and  necessary  defence  of  the  frontiers,  the  fnr- 
trade,  and  the  Mexican  trade — a  monnted  force 
b  indispensable.  The  Indians  who  infest  the 
firontieTH,  and  attack  the  caravans  and  traders, 
are  all  mounted  on  fleet  and  durable  horses, 
which  live  on  g^'ass,  and  are  trained  to  war 
and  hunting,  lliey  oome,  and  go,  like  Arabs 
— the  attack  and  the  Sight  beins  inatantonoous. 
Onr  soldiers  are  all  on  foot,  and  can  oppose  no 
^jpropriate  movementa  to  these  snadon  and 
flymg  aaeaolts.  They  may  repnlse  an  attack, 
but  they  cannot  pnrsne,  cannot  ohostise,  cannot 
reconnoitre ;  cannot  venture  to  quit  the  eolnmn 
when  marohing,  the  oamp,  or  the  garrison, 
when  stationary,  without  danger  of  being  cut 
ofi^  and  that  in  sight  of  their  companions,  who, 
fbr  want  of  horses,  are  unable  to  got  to  their 
relief.  The  reports  of  all  the  ofGcers  from  the 
West,  and  of  aii  the  caravans,  attest  the  truth 
of  this  distree^g  fact.  The  country  whore 
these  troopa  are  to  act  is  open  and  champ^n. 
It  is  a  oonneclion  of  interminable  prairies,  c^ 
titnte  of  large  forests,  and  oovereo  with  graaa ; 
it  is  the  native  theatre  for  horsemen,  the  prai- 
ries giving  them  a  clear  stage  for  actioo,  and 
the  grass  furnishing  sabsiBtenoe  for  horsecL  and 
attracting  and  sapporting  game  for  the  subsiBt- 
ence  of  men.  This  is  the  character  of  the 
Donntry  upon  the  whole  frontier  beyond  the 
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MissimippI,  and  indefinitely  to  the  West  Etkj- 
where — at  every  point — from  the  Sabine  rannd 
to  the  Wiscon^n,  the  open  prairie  countrf  ip- 
preaches  the  fivnljer,  and  lays  open  the  wttu- 
menta  to  thedanger  of  inroads  from  mounted  tiu- 
barians.  Men  on  foot,  pursuing  a  march  on  ssdi 
hoondleea  pl^na,  seem  to  stand  still ;  IcdiasB, 
mounted  on  horseback,  gallop  ronnd  them  with 
impunity.  They  approach  the  garriBon;  liD 
and  scalp  men  in  its  view,  and  gallop  ofP  in  tri- 
umph. A  momited  force,  on  our  pvt,  is  indis- 
pensable. It  is  the  ^propriate  defence  of  tiM 
Western  frontier.  The  ton  oompanieB  protidad 
for  in  the  bill  will  give  us  that  defence.  Tbn 
will  moke  a  oorpe  of  regular  rangera,  or  lioa 
fendbles ;  soch  as  all  Govemmenta  have  used, 
and  such  as  we  need  more  than  any  Goven- 
ment  ever  did.  Every  poet,  mi  every  gu- 
rison,  from  the  Gnlf  of  Meuco  to  the  l»ke»- 
from  Louisiana  to  Canada — ehould  have  iu  pro- 
portion of  this  mounted  corps.  When  nwM- 
saiy,  the  companies  at  different  posts  uaj  l)t 
nnited,  and  fona  an  expedition,  either  to  meet 
and  repulse  expected  incursions  of  the  Indiaii^ 
or  to  pursue  and  chastiae  marauders,  or  to  yat 
hostile  towns.  The  service  to  which  the  oorps 
can  be  ^iplied  b  general  and  indefinite ;  it  cu 
go  wherever  the  public  interest  requires.  Tli) 
Weatem  frontier  now  demands  it;  but  lis 
Southern  or  Korthem  frontier  may  noAit  ^ 
Sid  when  necessary.  The  horses  may  form  Uie 
baffls  for  cavalry,  of  which  the  army  ia  no* 
destitute ;  the  men  may  be  learnt  the  use  of 
the  sword  and  pistol,  of  wtiioh  o  " 


to  enlist,  and  diminish  deeertjons  by  pr^ 
active  and  attractive  employment.  ThePrw- 
dent  may  mount  the  whole  corps  at  once,  <r 
less ;  he  has  a  discretion ;  be  may  moimt  i 
port  now,  and  the  remainder  as  neceGsity  no} 
seem  to  require.  He  may  do  as  ha  thinks  bcitj 
bnL  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  ton  compsniw 
will  bo  little  enough  to  gtiard  the  exteuaw 
frontier  of  the  Weat,  and  to  perform  the  vsrirtj 
of  servioe  for  which  they  are  intonded.  Eyezj 
year  American  hlood  ia  spilt  upon  Ameiieu 
BoiL  Every  year  American  citiEen*  are  killw 
and  robbed,  pursuing  a  lawful  commerce,  vpoo 
the  BoU  of  their  country.  The  road  to  HeaM 
b  stained  with  their  blood ;  savage  Indians  tn 
loaded  with  their  spoils ;  families  are  redowd 
to  want  In  the  repon  of  the  fur  trade,  where 
the  Indiana  are  axcitod  by  the  British,  the  dft- 
struction  of  lives  and  property  is  horrible. 
The  report  of  Gen.  Clark  and  Gov.  Cass,  uuda 
at  the  last  eession  of  Congress,  estimates  W 
loss  of  lives,  in  thb  trade,  at  upwards  of  fwu 
hundred ;  the  loss  of  property  at  about  fit* 
hundred  thousMid  dollars.  The  destmotion  « 
lives  and  property  is  still  going  on,  and  Till  P 
on,  until  the  troops  of  the  Federal  Goveraiomt 
shaU  moke  an  appearance  beyond  the  Uiwi^ 
aippi,  colcnlated  to  impress  respect  and  leir 
upon  the  sarage  inind.    Horses  uiaie  will  «i>i' 
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bl«  them  to  make  that  qtpeorukoe.  QeDeral 
Ashley,  with  his  monntod  men,  travenee  the 
coDtiaent  in  safety ;  goea  to  the  BnenaTentora, 
and  KnltDom&h,  and  retnnu  in  safety.  For 
Taut  of  liorseB  our  soldiers  are  poraaed,  snr- 
roonded,  insolted,  harassed,  and  assassinated. 
Bead  the  report  of  Mi^or  Rilej,  and  see  what 
fals  detaehment  Gofiered  for  want  of  horses. 
The  moanted  force  is  indispensahle ;  it  is  the 
q>propriat«,  and  the  only  appropriate,  defenee 
for  the  West ;  it  is  the  trae  and  adequate,  and 
the  only  troe  and  adequate,  proteotion  for  the 
tar  trade,  ibe  Meiioan  trHd&  and  the  whole 
line  of  the  Weetem  frontier.  It  is  the  security, 
and  the  only  secnritj,  for  the  tranqniUitj  of  the 
frontJera,  the  preserration of  live^and the  pro- 
tection of  two  great  branches  of  Western  oom- 
meroe.  This  bein^  shown;  the  great  tact  of 
the  necessity  of  this  Riedea  of  force  being  es- 
tablished ;  I  fe«l  confident  that  the  coiwdera- 
tion  of  the  expense  that  may  attend  it,  which  is 
the  next  point  to  be  examined,  will  present  bnt 
little  dimcnlty  to  the  Senate.  The  moanted 
force  being  necessary,  the  cost  of  it,  I  feel  per- 
soaded,  wul  not  be  an  overmliiw  consideration, 
although  that  cost  ahonld  be  iarse,  when,  in 
point  ^fact,  it  will  be  small,  ena,  in  compar- 
ison to  its  objeot,  inoonaderable  and  insignifl- 
oant.  fire  handred  horses  will  be  wanted  for 
ten  companies  of  fifty  men  each ;  the  price  of 
these  horses,  and  their  maximnm  price,  will  be 
fifty  dollars  each.  This  will  make  twenty-five 
thousand  dollan  for  the  purchase  of  the  horaee. 
Their  equipment  in  saadlea,  bridles,  halters, 
Ao.,  will  not  ezoeed  seventeen  or  eighteen 
dollars  each.  Seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars 
win  defray  the  expense  of  eqaipment ;  so  that 
the  Bom  proposea  for  filling  the  first  blank, 
tiiir^-three  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  fifty 
dollars,  will  meet  tbe  first  and  greatest  expense 
to  be  incurred.  Snbdstenoe  is  Uie  next  item 
in  expense.  The  Quartermaster  Qeneral  (Gen- 
eral Jeanp)  estimates  this  item  at  H\j  dollars 
a  year  for  each  horse,  which  is  nearly  a  dollar 
a  week ;  bat  I  must  differ  from  him  in  this  es- 
timate, and  do  it  without  der<wating  Irom  his 
bigh  and  established  character  for  correctness, 
because,  living  in  the  country  where  the  horses 
are  to  be  employed,  I  have  a  local  knowledge 
on  this  subject  which  he  could  not  possess.  I 
reduce  the  expense  of  forage  to  less  than  one 
balf  of  his  estimate.  I  make  this  reduction 
apon  these  data:  First  The  horses  will  live 
np^Hi  grass  full  one-half  of  the  year ;  and  that 
will  reduce  the  Qaartermaster  General's  esti- 
mate  one-half.  Baoondlj.  The  coat  of  keep- 
ing horses,  among  the  urmers  in  Missouri,  is 
about  seventy-flTe  cents  a  week,  including  care 
and  att«ntion,  as  well  as  food ;  consequently, 
soldiers  can  keep  their  own  for  lass  than  a  dol- 
lar a  week,  when  forage  alone  is  to  be  paid  fbr ; 
and  of  that  forage,  the  hay  will  cost  nothing, 
f(^  the  soldiers  cut  it  in  the  prairies  without 
expense,  and  hanl  it  in  with  the  garrison  teams. 
Upon  these  data,  the  annual  subsistence  of  the 
horses  will  be  nearer  to  twenty  dollan  than  to 


fifty  dollars  each.  I  think  ten  tiiousand  dollars 
will  be  enough  for  their  annual  forage ;  bat  I 
have  propo«ed  to  fill  the  second  blank  with 
eighteen  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lar for  the  remiunder  of  the  preoent  year,  ao- 
cording  to  the  estimate  of  the  qnartermasler, 
and  leave  it  to  time  and  experience  to  asoertain 
the  true  amount.  Titis  will  make  the  total  aip- 
propriatioQ,  for  the  present  year,  alwut  fif^ 
thousand  dollars.  For  each  subseqnent  year  it 
will  probably  he  about  hlteen  thoosand  doUars, 
say  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  forage, 
and  the  remunder  to  snpply  the  waste  of  horses 
and  equipments.  This  is  nothing  compared 
to  the  ma^itnde  and  variety  of  the  olrieotB 
whleh  reqnire  the  expenditure.  It  is  nothing 
in  comparison  to  the  good  to  be  accomplished. 
It  is  a  grain  of  sand  to  a  mountain,  compared 
to  the  annual  expenditures  for  Atlantic  olgeotB 
of  defence ;  compared  to  the  annual  expendi- 
tures for  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the 
seaeoast;  compared  to  the  annual  expendl' 
tores  for  navy  yards,  lighthouses,  and  ships  of 
war,  for  the  soMy  and  accommodation  of  mar- 
itime commerce.  But,  small  and  incondder- 
able  as  this  expenditure  for  the  mounted  force 
appears,  there  is  still  another  point  of  view 
under  which  it  is  to  be  looked  at,  and  whicti 
reduces  it  still  lower,  and,  in  fact,  annihilatee  it 
as  an  o^ect  of  expense,  and  converts  it  into  a 
piece  of  economy.  It  is  this :  That,  tor  Urn 
want  of  these  horses,  large  sums  are  now  ex- 
pended in  chartering  steamboats  for  moving 
troops  in  the  Western  country,  and  for  volnnteer 
mounted  gun  men.  The  infantry  hare  to  be 
transported;  and  for  this  purpose  steamboats  are 
chartered.  They  need  horsemen,  and  for  this 
purpose  mounted  volunteers  are  accepted. 
£very  Indian  alarm  on  the  frontiers  renew* 
tiie  expense  of  these  iMtata  and  volanteers ;  and 
the  expense  is  heavy  in  proportion  to  the  sud- 
denness of  the  alarm,  the  magnitude  of  the  a^ 
parent  danger,  and  the  distance  to  l>e  traversed. 
The  lUinois  volunteers,  which  went  to  the 
Winnebago  country  three  years  ago,  cost  about 
forty  thousand  dollars.  The  Uissouri  volun- 
teers for  the  last  Summer,  when  the  alarm 
broke  out  on  Uie  fhintier  of  t^at  Btat^  are  not 
yet  pcud,  bat  their  cloinui  are  considerable. 
On  both  occasions  steamboats  were  iduirtered. 
The  movement  of  K^jor  Biley's  detachment 
last  Bummer  must  also  have  involved  some  ex- 
penditure for  transportation.  I  know  these 
various  items  to  be  considerable,  and  that  they 
have  been  inonrred,  and  mnst  be  incurred,  |ust 
BO  long  as  we  remain  without  horses.  The  ex- 
act amonnt  of  what  has  been  expended  hereto- 
fore is  unknown  to  me ;  the  amount  that  m^ 
be  en>ended  hereafter,  cannot  be  foreseen.  It 
will  depend  upon  the  frequency  and  magnituds 
of  the  alarms  on  the  frontiers — alarms  which 
must  arise  upon  every  ^oint  of  a  line,  of  more 
than  a  tbonsand  miles  in  length,  ooverii^  tho 
settlements  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Hissouri, 
niinoia,  and  the  new  territory  upon  the  Upper 
lUasisaippi.    The  amount  of  Hiuse  casual  and 
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tmforeBeen  ezpenditarea  maj  be  eatelj  umimed 
to  be  equal  to  the  eipense  of  keeping  up  tha 
ten  compaoies  proposed  in  the  bill.  I  make 
this  aBsomption  advisedly,  and  wonld  be  will- 
ing to  stake  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  the 
SDartennaater  General's  Dpinion  of  the  fact,  if 
e  passage  of  soch  a  bill,  in  the  Judgment  of 
aaj  Htateamait,  ought  to  depend  upon  such  a 
fkct.  In  this  point  of  view,  and  I  fully  believe 
it  to  be  correct,  the  annnal  keeping  up  of  the 
ten  compautee  of  monnt»d  in&utrj  will  be  no 
expense  at  all ;  there  will  be  aa  much,  or  more, 
aaved  from  steamboat  transportatioD  and  monnt- 
ed  volnuteerB,  as  will  balance  the  expense  of 
these  horses.  At  the  same  time  the  moonted 
boraes  will  be  infinitely  more  efGcient,  and 
comparably  more  satisfactory  to  the  West;  __ 
that  the  whole  guesUon  of  pasmng  the  bill  re- 
dnoes  itself  to  me  mere  problem  of  good  will 
to  the  Western  country,  without  expense  to  the 
Federal  treasury.  Mr.  B,  oonclnded  with  ex- 
preBsipg  hia  thmke  to  the  Senate  for  taking  up 
the  bill  before  its  turn ;  stating  the  necessity 
for  it  to  pass  immediately,  as  the  Santa  Fe  car- 
avan wonld  set  ont  from  Missouri  in  May ;  and 
declaring  his  readiness  to  answer  any  qaestions 
vbich  might  be  put  to  him  for  the  further  in- 
formation of  any  Senator, 

Mr.  Smite,  of  Maryland,  aeiA  he  saw  no  ob- 
Jeclion  to  the  passBge  of  this  bill.  It  read,  that 
the  number  of  men  to  be  mounted  was  not  to 
exceed  ten  companies,  and  of  course,  the  Pred- 
dent,  at  bis  discretion,  would  not  caom  that 
■Lumber  to  be  mounted,  if  a  less  number  dionld 
be  found  suffldent.  ^is  was,  indeed,  but  an 
experiment,  and,  if  it  proved  sncceasfy,  it 
might  become  necessary  to  carry  it  fartlier. 
He  had  examined  into  tiie  subject,  and  become 
fully  acqoMEted  with  it,  ana  was,  therefore, 
aatifified  of  the  utility  and  importance  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  bill.  The  trade  to 
Mexico  was  very  great,  and  the  hazards  to 
which  it  was  exposed  were  equally  great.  It  de- 
manded protectjon ;  and  thia  bill  wonld  operate 
in  the  same  manner  and  on  the  same  principle 
u  the  protection  given  by  the  Government  to 
our  merchant  ships  on  the  high  seas. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrowed 
and  read  a  third  time. 


FaiD^T,  March  26, 
FvreAaten  qf  the  Pvltie  Landi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  pubUc  lauds  was  taken  np ; 
the  question  being  on  certain  amendments  to 
the  amendmenta  made  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives,  proposed  by  the  Corumittee  on  Pub- 
licLanda. 

Mr.  MoKisLBT  said  that  although  he  thought 
that  the  amendments,  proposed  oy  the  Oom- 
nittee  of  the  Senate,  rendered  the  bill  some- 
what better  than  it  was,  as  it  oame  from  the 
House  of  Representalives,  yet,  as  it  had  been 
delayed  eo  long,  he  thought  it  would  do  more 
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good  to  the  people  for  whose  rehef  it  wu  in- 
tended, to  pass  it  and  r^ect  the  amendmoit^ 
than  farther  to  delay  the  bill.  This  vu  bit 
wish,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee  on  FuUie 
Lands  wonld  oonsent  to  it  After  somefuthet 
remarks  from  Mr.  MoK.  the  two  ameodiDCiui 

Mr.  Hbndsioxb  said  that,  however  much  ht 
regretted  the  necessity  of  retarding  the  prog- 
rem  of  this  bill,  yet  there  was  one  smendmnt 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  propose.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  complexion  of  this  bill  hid 
oeeu  so  much  changed  since  it  passed  the  Sen- 
ate. The  whole  bill  had  been  stricken  ont,  ud 
the  present  substitnted  by  way  of  ameudmenti 
The  second  section  of  the  bill  proposed  M  ^re 
a  preference,  in  becoming  the  pnrchasers  of 
rehnqiiished  lands,  to  those  who  had  relin- 
quished a  pre-emption  in  &vor  of  the  peraiu 
in  possession.  But  the  conditions  of  this  pre- 
emption totally  destroyed  the  benefit  intended 
to  be  conferred.  It  required  the  person  pur 
chasing  onder  this  section  of  the  Ijill  to  pij  tbt 
present  minimum  price,  and  in  additioD  therOD 
the  amount  paid  before  reliuquiahinenl,  ^ 
iect  to  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent  on  tb 
last-mentioned  sum,  provided  that  the  vhole 
shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  three  dul' 
lars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  Now,  (said  Mr. 
H.,)  tliis  is  worse  than  the  law  as  it  now  Etudi. 
As  the  law  now  is,  the  person  in  possessioa,  it 
is  true,  'most  go  into  market  and  compete  with 
others )  bnt  nobody  will  bid  agunst  him,  and 
the  result  will  be  tbat  the  person  iu  poesMsion 
will  get  the  lands  he  relinquished,  at  one  doliv 
and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre.  This  aeclJM, 
however  valuable  it  might  be  to  other  portiow 
of  the  Union,  brought  no  relief  to  the  pM^J 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  The  ^^*?*! 
this  provision  would  be  to  keep  the  relinqni^ 
lands  so  much  longer  ont  of  market,  for  nobod; 
would  take  the  pre-emption  pven  where  IM 
lauds  had  originally  been  purchased  st  the  nui^ 
imum  price,  and  where  they  can,  after  the  ta^ 
mination  of  the  prescribed  time,  be  had  »t  w 
present  minimum  price.  Mr.  H.  then  ootm 
to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  b;  i^ 
serting  in  the  STth  line,  at  the  close  of  the  fit* 
proviso,  the  following  words ; 

"  And  that  the  persona  aforeswd,  in  ^.i:*** 
where  the  lands  relinquished  were  oripn''V 
purchased  at  the  minimnm  price,  shall  b»»" 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  as  aforesaid,  <»  PV" 
ment  of  the  present  minimnm  price." 

Mr.  MoEiNLBT  said  that  the  aujandment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  (Hr.  ho- 
DM0K8)  had  his  enUre  approbation,  if  the  irhwe 
bill  could  be  made  to  conform  to  it.  Bnt  if  M 
would  examine,  he  would  find  this  ameodffleni 
in  opposition  to  the  whole  policy  of  the  biu. 
Many  attempts  had  been  made  in  Congres  » 
relieve  those  who  had  relinquished  their  IwW 
and  applied  the  payments  made  thereon  w 
other  lands  retained.  Several  bills  had  pw^ 
the  Senate  for  that  purpose,  and  the  grest  wr 
culty  had  always  been  in  r^duwng  lands  wuici 
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had  origin&llj  Bold  at  two  doUara  sn  acre,  un- 
der the  credit  Hystem,  to  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
flve  cents,  the  minimum  price  ander  the  cash 
system.  The  sabject  haa  often  heon  referred 
to  the  Commiasian  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  he  had  invariably  refused  his  saactdon  to 
any  bill  which  did  not  ^ve  the  Treasury  one 
dollar  and  twentj-flve  cents  in  addition  to  the 
first  instalment.  The  present  bill  waa  submit- 
ted to  him,  which  makes  the  minimnm  price 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  bnt  does  not  re- 
lieve those  who  have  purchased  at  two  dollars 
an  acre,  from  paying  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  in  addition  to  the  first  instalment. 
The  relief  intended  by  this  hill  for  that  class  of 
purchasers  is  the  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  the  remaining  instalmenta,  and 
the  additional  advantage  of  taking  scrip  for  the 
amoont  paid  on  all  lands  which  did  not  cost 
more  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  por 
acre. 

The  relinqntshed  lands  are  placed  npon  a 
better  footing  than,  those  which  had  reverted, 
because  the  first  instalment  to  be  paid  on  those, 
was  subjected  to  a  discount  of  thirty-seven  and 
a  half  per  cent. ;  which,  npon  land  coating  bnt 
two  dollars,  would  bring  taa  whole  amount  to 
be  piUd  to  bnt  one  dollar  fifty-six  and  a  quarter 
cents.  The  bill  was  not  devised  by  either 
Uonse.  It  was  framed  to  suit  the  views  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  calculated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  treasury.  It  would  prove  altogether  nsa- 
less  to  those  who  might  derive  benefit  from  it, 
if  impedimenta  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
passage  at  this  period  of  the  session.  lie  hoped, 
therefore,  that  gentlemen  would  withdraw  all 
amendments,  and  suffer  it  to  pass  in  the  shape 
it  had  been  retnmed  from  the  House,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  losing  whatever  good 
would  result  from  it.  There  were  lar^  classes 
of  citizens  who  would  derive  benefit  from  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stood.    The 

Surchasers  of  public  lands,  who  bad  not  yet 
ilfilled  their  enzagementa,  and  those  whose 
lands  had  reverted  to  the  Government  for  non- 
payment^ would  receive  benefit  &om  it  He 
oteerved  that,  if  the  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr. 
H.)  would  examine  the  bill  a  little  farther,  he 
wonld  find  that  the  class  of  purchasers,  which  he 
wished  to  protect,  would  ultimately  have  to  pay 
only  one  dollar  and  fifty-six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  acre,  after  deducting  the  disconnt  provided 
for  by  the  bill.  He  observed  that  it  was  not 
moh  a  hill  as  he  was  desirous  of  having ;  but, 
he  believed,  from  the  discussion  and  the  modi- 
fication it  had  undergone  in  the  other  House, 
that  It  could  not  be  got  through  that  House 
again,  if  embarrassed  with  any  ^irtber  amend- 
ments. It  was  true  it  did  not  suit  all,  but  we 
bod  to  take  such  a  one  as  we  could  get ;  not 
such  as  we  would  desire. 

Mr.  Era's  said  he  very  much  regretted  that 
bis  friend  from  Indiana  had  thought  it  neces- 
sarj  to  offer  this  amendment.  Our  objecte  are 
the  same,  (s^d  Ur.  E.,)  we  both  wish  to  extend 
relief  to  those  who  have  been  compelled,  from 


inability  to  pay,  to  relinquish  a  portion  of  their 
lands  necessary  to  their  settlement ;  we  both 
wish  to  keep  the  actual  onltivators  of  the  soil 
from  the  gra^  of  the  speculator ;  and,  air,  I 
am  confident,  if  the  Senator  from  Indiana  had 
examined  this  bill  with  his  nsnal  attontioD,  be 
would  agree  with  me  that  these  objecte  are 
ftilly  and  fairly  attained.  What,  I  would  ask, 
are  the  provisiona  of  this  bill  I  The  first  seo- 
tion  gives  to  those  whose  lands  have  l>een  for- 
feited for  non-payment  of  the  purchase  monej 
the  right  to  purchase  them  at  privato  sale  for 
the  mmimnm  price  of  the  Government,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  unount  already  paid  and  fbr- 
feited ;  bnt  in  no  case  shall  the  sum  to  be  pud 
exceed  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  the  acre ; 
with  this  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  perfbotly 
satisfied.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman,  that  the 
principle  of  the  first  Beclion  of  which  he  ap- 
proves, is  precisely  the  prindple  contained  in 
the  seoontCwhidi  he  proposes  to  amend.  No 
relinqmshed  lands  are  to  cost  the  purchaser 
more  than  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  the 
acre ;  this  is  the  maximum.  Take  the  case  put 
by  the  Senator :  lands  which  cost  two  dollara 
the  acre,  have  been  relinquished ;  the  payment' 
made  was  fifty  cents ;  from  this  sum,  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  to  be  deducted, 
and  the  remainder  added  to  the  minimum  price 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  centt  which 
mokes  precisely  one  dollar  fifty-six  and  a  quar- 
ter centfi  the  acre,  the  amount  to  be  pud  under 
Utb  bill,  for  lands  of  this  description.  Is  not 
my  friend  convinced,  by  this  view  of  the  pro- 
visitms  of  this  section  of  the  bill,  that  he  haa 
labored  under  an  error,  when  he  supposed  that 
the  purchasers  of  two  dollar  lands  wonld  be 
compelled  to  pay  more  than  the  orif^nal  costf 
Is  he  not  convinced  that  the  section  be  pro- 
poses to  amend  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
prindple  contuned  in  the  first  section  I  And 
will  he  not,  if  convinced  of  the  correctoess  of 
the  view  I  have  taken,  consent  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  which  must,  if  persevered  in, 
and  with  snoeesa,  greatly  delay  tiie  passage  of 
this  most  important  hill. 

Mr.  Hekdrioxs  replied  that  he  understood 
the  second  condition  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  more  favorably  to  tbe  pnrchasers  of  revert- 
ed lands  than  tbe  Senator  from  Alabama  The 
case  was  one  of  sheer  calculation.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  reverted  lands,  to  which  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  solely  applied,  the  legal  holder  la 

Eennitted  to  obtua  nis  final  receipt  and  patent, 
J  paying  the  residuary  payments  according  to 
the  present  minimum,  and  on  the  principle  of 
tbe  land  which  expired  on  the  4th  of  July  last. 
For  instance,  if  there  be  three  payments  dne^ 
the  purchaser  gets  his  patent  for  a  quarter  sec- 
tion, on  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, where  the  land  has  originally  been  par- 
chased  at  the  minimum  price.  The  second  sec- 
tion applies  to  relinquished  lands,  and  requirea 
the  pre-emption  to  pay  on  a  qnarter  section  the 
present  minimum  two  hundred  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  tbe  amount  |iaid  befiwe  relinquiab- 
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meat,  with  a  deduction  of  thirtr-wTen  and  a 
half  per  oent.  on  aooh  orit^ina]  bqiq.  It  is  man- 
ifest, then,  that  the  pnrcbaBer  of  relinqtiiahed 
lands  hsB  mnoh  harder  tennB  titan  the  person 
paring  oat  lands  reverted.  If,  oa  the  reverted 
qniLrter  section,  there  have  been  two  instalments 
paid,  all  that  remains  to  be  paid  hj  the  bill  b 
one  hundred  dollars.  If,  on  the  relinmiiahed 
quarter  section  there  have  been  two  imrtalmenta 
paid,  the  purchaser  is  required  b;  the  bill  to 
pay  the  whole  minimnm  price,  two  hundred 
dollars,  and  also  to  p&j  uie  two  instahnenta 
paid  before  relinquish  ment,  getting  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  discount  on  tbem,  maVing 
in  all  three  hundred  dollars.  The  Senators 
from  Alabama  (said  Vr.  H.)  admit,  that  in 
cases  of  relinqolshed  lands  on  which  there  bad 
been  one  paj^ment,  and  where  it  had  lieen  orig- 
inallj  purchased  at  minimum  cost,  it  would, 
aooordmg  to  tliis  bill,  cost  the  pnrohaseT  one 
dollar  and  Sitj  six  and  a  fourth  cents  per  acre. 
Now  this  is  exactly  that  of  which  I  oomplain, 
and  saj  it  is  unreasonable  that  these  lands 
■honld  coat  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  because  that  is  their  price, 
if  you  say  nothing  about  thia  in  tie  bill ;  that 
is  the  present  minimum.  The  bill  will,  as  be- 
fore said,  have  a  tendency  to  keep  tbeee  lands 
longer  out  of  market,  for  nobody  will  give 
more  than  one  dollar  and  twentj-flve  cents  an 
acre  for  them.  It  will  (said  Mr.  H.)  be  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  I  represent,  nnlesa  giving 
a  longer  time  for  purchasers  to  prepare  for  the 
sales  be  an  advantage. 

Kr,  UoEiNUT  said  that,  by  referring  to  Ute 
■eoond  section  of  the  bill,  not  a  doubt  would 
remain.    He  would  read  it,  as  follows : 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  Mocftd,  That  tS  pnr- 
chtsera,  their  heirs,  or  asagnees,  of  nich  of  the  pub- 
lic luidB  of  tbe  United  States  u  were  sold  on  credit, 
and  which  lands  have,  by  sach  persons,  been  relin- 
qniihed  uoder  any  of  the  laws  passed  for  the  relief 
of  porchaeera  of  pabUc  lands,  and  the  amount  paid 
tbereca  applied  in  psyment  of  other  Undi  retdned 
by  tbea,  and  which  relinquished  lands,  or  any  part 
thereof;  may  now  be  in  pMsesnOD  of  Boch  persons ; 
or  la  cue  the  certificate  of  purchase,  and  part  pay- 
ment of  wid  Isnds,  has  been  tnnsferred  by  the  per- 
■CDS  now  in  tbe  posseedon  of  s^d  lands,  or  psrt 
thereof,  or  the  persons  onder  whom  the  present  oc- 
enpftnts  may  hold  such  possesdon,  to  some  other 
person  not  in  pcesesEion  thereof^  and  the  payment 
made  thereon  applied  by  scoh  other  person,  or  his 
anigDee,  in  payment  for  land  held  in  his  own  name : 
in  either  oasa,  the  pertona  so  In  posaeision  shall 
have  the  right  of  pr<hempUoB  of  the  same  lands,  ac- 
oording  to  the  legid  siA&riiiouBcJ  Beo^ocis,  not  ei- 
eeeding  the  quantity  of  two  quarter  secdona,  [in 
contiguous  tracts,]  until  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  upon  their 
paying  icto  the  proper  office  &e  sum  per  acre  theie- 
for,  wliich  shall,  at  the  time  of  payment,  be  tbe 
minimun  price  per  sere  of  tbe  ITiiited  States  pubiio 
lands;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  tbe  same  amov'' 
per  acre  heretofore  paid  thereon,  and  snihed 
other  lands,  subject  to  a  dcdoctlon  of  tbirlT-sei 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  last -mentioned  su: 
Pravidtd,  That  the  sum  to  be  paid  shall  not,  in  any 
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,  exceed  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre: 
Pruvidid,  alio.  That  such  peraoni  only  idiall  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  this  section  who  shall  apply 
for  the  same,  and  prove  thdr  possession  to  the  aat- 
isbetion  of  ^e  Begister  and  Beceiver  of  the  (Ustriot 
in  which  tbe  land  may  lie,  in  the  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Commisnoner  of  the  General  l^d 
OfBce,  within  nine  months  from  the  passage  of  (bis 
act;  for  wbich  such  Begister  and  Receiver  shall 
each  be  entitled  to  receive  from  such  applicants  the 
sum  of  fifty  cents,  each :  And  proBidedfuTtAtT,  That 
the  proTisione  of  thia  section  shaU  not  extend  to 
any  lands  that  have,  in  any  manner,  been  disposed 
of  by  the  United  States." 

He  could  not  be  mistaken,  (Hr.  VcK.  re- 

arked,)  because  the  second  section  provided 
against  the  difBcolty  apprehended  by  the  gen- 
tleman ;  tbe  cost,  by  any  calculation,  would 
only  be  one  dollar  and  fifty-MX  cents  per  acre. 
Would  the  Senator  fVom  Indiana  desire  to  place 
those  who  hod  relinquished  their  lands  on  a 
better  footing  tlian  those  who  had  retained 
them  I  Those  who  had  ret^ned  thdr  lands 
were  oertunly  mor«  meritorious  than  those 
who  had  relinqntdied,  and  obtained  the  benefit 
of  their  money  in  the  purchase  of  other  lands. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  tne  genllemsn  woald  see 
the  propriety  of  passing  ue  bill  as  it  was,  and 
abandon  his  amendment. 

J£r.  MoLxAS  said  that,  when  the  amendmcmt 
was  first  proposed,  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  pass.  If  the  bill  was  intended 
to  do  any  good  to  niinois  and  Indisuo,  the 
amendment  ought  to  be  retained,  otherwise  it 
wonld  only  benefit  the  State  of  Alabama.  With 
ns  (said  Mr.  McL.)  land  is  never  worth  more 
than  one  doUar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
because  there  is  much  land  in  the  market,  and 
little  demand  for  it.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
bill  should  pass  without  the  amendment,  as  it 
would  benefit  Alabama,  and  do  no  injnry  to  his 
State,  except  to  postpone,  for  nine  months,  the 
pnrcbase  of  relmquished  lands ;  though  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  with  the  amendmoit,  would 
give  to  the  citizens  of  Illinoia  an  advance  of 
nine  mouths.  The  delay  would  occasion  no 
great  difficolty  in  his  State,  as  one  neii^bor 
never  purchased  tiie  land  on  which  ano^er  is 
settled.  The  amendment  wonld  be  n  coo- 
venience  to  ns,  (&aid  he ;)  for,  as  the  bill  standi 
it  will  be  of  no  eartUy  benefit  to  us. 

Tbe  qhestion  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Ur.  Hx^BioKB  was  rejected. 

The  amendments  c^  the  House  were  then  eon- 

OfflM  ef  the  Altemey-Omtrai. 

The  bin  "to  re-organite  the  establishment  of 
the  Attorney-General,  and  erect  it  into  an  £x- 
ecntive  Department,"  was  takm  np  for  a  second 
reading. 

Kr.  Bow  AH  rose  to  eiplmn  the  objects  of  the 
MU,  which,  he  said,  was  of  importance  to  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  country,  which  have  oc- 
casionally been  injured  by  reason  of  the  incom- 
petency of  the  United  States  District  Attor- 
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nejB.  The  Treasorj  vonld  also  be  benefited 
by  the  enaotmeat  of  the  bUL  It  is  provided 
tiiat,  after  anit  shall  have  been  ordered  in  anj 
ease  whatever,  no  Collector  of  a  DiBtrict,  Olerk 
at  a  Circuit  or  Difitriot  Court,  United  States 
District  Attorn^,  or  any  other  person  than  the 
lUrshal  of  the  United  States,  diall  be  anthor- 
ised  to  receive  the  monej  from  any  snch  debtor 
or  debtors,  but  in  all  oases  jmTment  shall  be 
made  to  the  Harahal  of  the  Distriot  where  the 
snit  has  taikeu  plaoe.  The  duties  of  the  Agent 
of  the  IVeasnry  are,  bj  the  bill,  transferred  to, 
uid  vested  in,  the  Attomej-GeneraL  It  has 
been  also  believed  by  the  committee  that  a 
faranefer  of  the  Patent  Office  to  the  department 
of  Lav  wonld  be  an  improvement  It  has 
been  Ihooght  that  all  the  dnties  connected 
with  the  Patent  Office,  wMoh  are  now  required 
by  law  to  be  performed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  all  i^tplieationa  which  are  required 
to  be  aabmitted  to  him,  ought  to  be  performed 
t^.  and  submitted  to,  the  Attomey-GeaeraJ. 
like  Secretary  has  now  to  undergo  considerable 
jnoonveoieuoe  and  troable  by  those  dntjes  being 
imposed  upon  him,  and  it  has  been  deemed 
proper  to  oonngn  them  all,  by  bill,  to  the  At^ 
tomey-QeneraL  The  bill  also  ^ovides  that 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  done  onder  tbe  enperintendence  of  the 
Attontey-General — a  dnty  which  is  now  as- 
sikned  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  CSerk 
who  is  now  charged  with  this  duty  in  the  State 
Deparbnent,  is  to  be  transferred  to  Uie  Law 
Department.  This  meaaore  has  been  suggested 
by  the  consideration  that  the  Seoretaiy  of  State 
ma^  not  be,  as  he  is  not  required  to  be,  a  pro- 
feosional  man.  It  is  enpposed  that  this  duty 
can  be  better  done  by  an  individoal  who  is 
still  engaffed  in  the  profesiioa  of  the  law  than 
by  one  who  ts  not. 

Ur,  B.  Bud  he  did  not  know  whether  the  bill 
woold  be  ottjeoted  to  by  any  gentleman.  If 
agreed  to,  it  wonld  relieve  ^e  State  Departs 
roent  from  those  duties  which  have  suggested 
the  project  of  establishing  a  Home  Department, 
a  measure  ui^ed  by  the  former  Ezeontive. 
The  Secretary  of  Stale  will  then  be  lelt  to  the 
conducting  of  the  foreign  reUtJons  of  the  coun- 
try, while  the  bunneas  of  the  Patent  Office, 
and  the  superintendence  of  the  collection  of 
debts  dne  the  Govermnent,  will  be  confined  to 
the  Head  of  this  Department.  The  Attorney- 
General  is  to  be  the  Head  of  tbe  Law  Depart- 
ment ;  he  is  rejinired  to  snpertntend  all  smts  in 
which  the  United  States  is  a  party ;  and  his 
practice  is  confined  to  the  Supreme  Court — 
cases  in  inferior  courts  to  be  oondnoted  by  dep- 
nty.  All  tbe  duties  performed  by,  and  all  the 
powers  and  authority  vested  in,  the  Agent  of 
the  Treasury,  are  proposed  to  be  transferred  to 
tbe  Attorney-General  We  have  been  told 
(sud  Mr.  R.)  that  the  Government  haa  enstain- 
ed  serious  losses  from  the  improper  manner  of 
collecting  the  revenue,  and  from  the  mode  of 
prosecuting  defaulters. 

Ur.  Wkbbteb,  in  a  sportive  manner,  warned 


Ur.  B.  not  to  inMnge  on  the  secret  session  di»- 


Ht.  RowAir  said  he  was  not  aware  that  he 

was  guilty  of  any  violatioa  of  the  rules  in  what 
he  s^d ;  and  he  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
evUs  resulting  from  tbe  present  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  revenue,  and  of  inatttntin«  sntta 
against  delinquents.  These  evils  the  bill  was 
intended  to  remedy.  The  Attomer-Qeneral  ia 
now  a  member  of  the  Cabinet ;  and  tiiia  meas- 
ure, if  carried  into  effect,  will  not  impose  np<ai 
him  more  dnties  than  what,  as  a  member  of  tiie 
Cabinet,  he  is  now  required  to  disohsree. 

[The  bill  farther  provided  that  an  Assistant 
should  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  Attor^ 
ney-Genera!,  who  was  also  to  act  as  Chief  Clerk 
in  the  Law  Department,  at  a  salary  of  three 
thousand  dollars  per  annnm,  besides  Assistant 
Clerks,  Messengers,  Ac.  The  salary  of  the  At- 
torney-General was  to  be  placed  on  a  level 
with  that  of  the  other  Heads  of  Departmeuti, 
namely,  six  thousand  doUars  per  annnm.] 

Mr.  Wbbbtbb  said,  this  was  a  subjeot  wMoh 
certunly  required  consideration.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  otneots  of  tiie  bill  altogether,  al- 
though he  agreed  that  the  evils  oomplained  o^ 
wbi(£  it  proposed  to  remedy,  existed.  The 
business  of  the  Departments  hsd  outgrown  the 
proviuon  made  for  their  establishment;  the 
business  had  outgrown  what  tbe  organization 
of  the  Departments  contemplated,  especially 
that  of  the  State  Department ;  and  so  far  aa  the 
bill  proposed  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  objects  of 
it  were  justifiable.  But  it  proposes  to  transf^ 
the  duties  of  the  Patent  Office^  with  its  clerki 
and  officers  to  the  Attomey-QenerBl — to  the 
Law  Department.  Mr.  W.  objected  to  axtj 
measure  which  would  give  this  anomalous 
this  ambiguous  character  to  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, while  he  was  at  the  same  time  shut  out 
from  practidng  in  any  other  than  tbe  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Yon  woula  thus 
(said  Mr.  W.)  turn  him  into  a  half  accountant, 
a  half  lawyer,  a  half  clerk— in  fine,  a  half  <rf 
every  thing,  and  not  much  of  any  thing.  The 
true  course  will  be,  to  have  a  Home  Depart- 
ment, if  you  choose  to  call  it  by  that  name ;  a 
Depffftment,  he  meant,  for  the  management  of 
the  internal  affmrs  of  the  country.  This  sob-  ' 
ject  had  hitherto  undergone  discussion,  and 
was  referred  to  a  Soiect  Committee,  of  which 
he,  in  company  with  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
^ir.  Johnston,)  had  tite  honor  to  be  a  member. 
We  recommended  the  organization  of  a  Home 
Department,  leaving  the  Attorney-General  aa 
he  IS,  a  lawyer,  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
Qoverument  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  also  opposed  to  the  provision  of 
the  bill  transferring  the  dnties  and  powers  of 
the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Attorney 
Gener^  The  subordinate  collectors  of  moneys 
ought  to  be  attached  to  the  Treasury ;  who- 
ever is  concerned  in  collecting  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  under  tbe  Treasury  Department^ 
the  Agent  of  which  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  Dsefhl  officers  we  have.    It  re^oires  a 
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profesaional  man — an  ^)propriat«  oharaoter  to 
fill  it.  The  Agent  at  the  Treasnr;  has  a  Jom- 
ble  of  dabea  to  perfonn ;  he  hsa  to  sapeiintend 
oU  the  light-houaeB,  &o.,  on  the  coast,  and,  in 
addition,  u  Agent  for  the  Tre«Bar7  in  collect- 
ing the  pablio  debts.  Hia  (Mr.  W.'s)  o^ect 
was  to  gne  force  and  efficiency  to  that  office. 
Ee  and  a  gentleman,  formerlj'  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  who  is  now  abroad,  reported  at 
one  time  a  bill  to  establish  an  office  to  be  called 
that  of  "  CommisMoner  of  Ciutonis."  Onr  ob- 
ject was  to  have  appointed  a  competent  man, 
who  nnderstood  the  laws,  and  could  Bnperviac 
the  collection  of  the  revenne — one  who  would 
be  qualified  to  see  that  these  laws  recdved  a 
nniform  construction :  for  this  was  not,  nor  is 
it  now,  the  case.  Under  the  same  law,  differ- 
eat  rea:alations  had,  to  his  own  knowledge, 
boon  adopted  in  the  oostom-hooMa  of  New  York 
and  Boston.  The  Boston  Oollector  gave  it  one 
interpretation ;  the  Sew  York  Collector  gave 
it  another ;  and  the  Treasury  gave  it  a  differ- 
ent interpretation  from  both,  or,  be  believed, 
no  interpretation  at  all.  To  tell  the  truth,  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  whom  be  alluded  and 
he  (Ur.  W.)  gave  up  the  prqject,  for  already, 
in  that  stage  of  it,  we  bad  munerons  applicants 
for  the  office,  none  of  whom  were  competent 
to  fill  iL  Every  one  who  had  lost  a  pmce  of 
ftoy  description,  who  had  been  removal  from 
a  land  office,  or  tixj  other  office,  all  who  want- 
ed employment  in  general  or  particnlor,  were 
candidates  for  the  situation  of  Commissioner  of 
Onstoms.  But  our  object  being  to  appoint  a 
competent  man,  we  bad.  to  abandon  the  mess- 
nre.    The  Attomey-Oeneral  bad,  in  Hr.  W.'s 

aiinion,  enough  to  do  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
e  should  be  engaged  in  studying  bis  books  of 
law,  instead  of  superintending  the  Clerks  of 
either  a  Patent  or  Treasury  office.  He  bad 
not,  be  sud,  when  he  rose,  any  intention  of  oo- 
onpying  the  Senate  ho  long ;  hia  object  was  to 
ask  the  gentleman  who  reported  the  Dili  to  con- 
sent to  a  postponement  of  the  consideration  of 
it,  and  appoint  for  it  a  particular  day.  '" 
neoessaiT  that  some  provision  shonld 
to  remedy  the  evils  compt^ned  of,  although  he 
was  opposed  to  the  present  bill.  He  wonld, 
when  the  sntiject  was  bronght  before  the  Sen- 
ate agun,  take  up  the  report  aooompanyitig  the 
bill,  to  which  he  had  adverted. 

Friday  next  was  then  fixed  upon  fbr  oonaid- 
ering  the  bilL 


Fbidxt,  April  2. 
Mr.  Ibot'i  Seiolulum — NuU^leation. 
Mr.  J09UH  8.  JoHKSTOn,  of  Louisiana  said 
The  right  of  a  State  in  this  Union  to  annnl  ai 
not  of  Congress  (said  Mr.  J.)  presents  a  grave 
question  to  our  oonsideratjon.  It  is  a  question 
•f  the  first  impression,  and  deepest  import; 
which  ought  not  to  be  discussed  under  the  ez- 
dtement  of  party  spirit,  the  influenoe  of  pas- 
lion,  or  the  peculiar  oiranmstances  in  which 
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any  of  at  mar  find  onrwlvea.  It  shonld  be  ap* 
praaohed  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  tsomeDtoos 
consequences  to  the  people,  to  the  UnioD,  and 
to  the  country  it  involvea. 

I  shall  epeak  on  this  qaesUon,  not  as  a  law- 
yer and  a  stateaman — that  has  been  done  al- 
already,  in  an  able  and  masterly  manner — I 
shall  apeak  of  it  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  wboM 
hopes  audhappmess  are  embarked  with  thoea 
of  his  constituents  in  this  great  experiioeo^ 
"  the  world's  last  hope." 

It  is  now  Bud  that  the  individual  States  bare 
a  veto  on  the  laws,  and,  thereby,  a  power  to 
sniqwnd  their  operation,  hy  whioh  this  Oovem- 
ment  la  made  to  depend  uoon  the  will  of  eaob 
and  every  State.  The  ligbt  of  States  to  annnl 
the  laws  and  aospeod  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  not  derived  from  the  oonstitoticHi, 
bat  is  a  high  and  transoendental  power,  abor* 
the  constitntitxi  and  above  all  law ;  it  is  an  ab- 
straction from  the  idea  of  sovereign  power,  and 
a  refinement  on  the  theory  of  Qovenun^it. 
The  people  of  the  States  have  not  delegated 
this  veto  to  the  Legislatures ;  it  is  a  judicial, 
and  not  a  legislative  power ;  if  it  pertains  to  the 
sorereign  power  of  the  State,  it  most  be  a  re- 
served power  to  the  people,  to  be  exercised 
by  them  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  But, 
whether  a  8tat«^  or  the  people  of  a  State,  have 
the  right  to  a  negative  on  the  laws,  is  a  qaes- 
tion  to  be  determined,  b;  whomT  By  tli« 
State  t  That  is  to  be  the  judge  in  its  own 
cause.  Or,  to  be  submitted  to  the  m^ority  at 
the  people  of  all  the  States  t  or,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  t  It  is  a  "oontroverey  in  whiah  the 
United  States  are  a  party." 

Admitting  the  power  of  the  State,  and  the 
right  to  decide  for  herself,  then  each  and  every 
State  in  the  Union  has  a  constitutional  veto  on 
the  laws  of  the  United  Statoa ;  then  the  Qen- 
ersl  Government  must,  or  perhaps  each  of  the 
States  must,  have  a  umilar  power  to  suspend 
the  laws  of  any  other  State,  when  it  ezercisea 
any  sovereign  power  that  is  inhibited  to  the 
Statea,  or  that  oomes  in  collisioa  with  the 
General  Government ;  and  this  also,  the  Gov* 
eminent  and  each  State  moat  decide  for  itadt 
What  a  scene  of  oonftision  I 

Again:  each  State,  then,  and  the  smallest 
State,  with  the  smallest  mffiority  in  the  State, 
may  suspend  the  taws  withm  her  jnriBdiction. 
Then  the  action  of  the  Oovemment  must  de- 
pend on  the  concurrent  will  of  each  and  all  Ute 
States.  Then  the  laws  made  hy  a  m^ority  ot 
the  people,  and  of  the  States,  may  be  con- 
trolled, and  counteracted  by  a  small,  nay,  the 
smallest  minority.  The  Government,  if  it 
coold  be  BO  called,  would  be  absurd  in  theory, 
and  impracticable  in  principle. 

By  the  constitution,  cbecks  and  baluiees 
were  provided;  m^orities  required;  a  veto 
conferred  on  the  President;  and  a  Supreme 
Court,  t«  decide  all  qneationa  nnder  the  consti- 
tution. All  which  were  ridiculous  precan- 
tions,  if  each  State  could  exercise  the  veto,  de- 
cide all  qnestioDa  for  herael^  and  onnnl  tho  ex- 
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preesed  will  of  the  minority.  And  whBt  Uien 
beoomea  of  the  gre&t  politisal  maiim,  "  th&t  ab- 
solnta  BCqaieBoenoe  in  the  decisioDS  of  the  mil' 
joritj — the  Tito]  principle  in  repnblica — frou: 
which  there  is  no  ^>peal  bat  to  force,  the  vital 
principle  and  the  immediate  parent  of  despot- 

If  this  veto  is  the  legitimate  right  of  a  State, 
she  onght  not  to  be  oontroUed,  resisted,  or  oo- 
aroed.  She  may  therefore  peaceably  withdraw 
from  the  Union,  and  roust  'nrtaaUy  dissolve  the 
TJnitm,  becanse  the  laws  must  ceaae  to  operate, 
(the  tariff  for  eiaroplo,)  unless  they  operate 
throogfaont ;  and  beeides,  could  the  Union  con- 
tmoe,  separated  by  an  intervening  State !  This 
Union  can  then  only  exist  as  long  as  twentj- 
ftmr  States  oononr  in  opinion.  If  this  principle 
b  true,  it  ought  to  hare  been  insert^  in  the 
eonstitution.  Bnt  it  was  not.  And  if  the  prin- 
dple  IB  acknowledgod,  then  this  constitntion 
was  not  only  imperfeot  in  itA  organization,  bat 
is  a  pohtioBi  monster,  bom  incapable  of  living, 
and  containing  a  principle  of  self-destniction. 

The  Union  mnst  dissolve  peaceably,  when- 
ever the  caprice,  the  passion,  or  the  ambition, 
of  a  few  aspiring  men  of  a  State  may  will  it,  or 
It  inost  be  maintained  by  force.  It  is  either 
disonion  or  civil  war:  or,  <n  the  langoage  of 
Uie  times,  disonion  and  blood. 

It  is  time  to  caleolate,  not  the  valoe,  bot  ibe 
dnration  of  the  Government. 

Bnt  we  are  told  no  snob  ootiaeqnenoea  will 
ensne.  That  it  is  a  safe  remedy — a  necessary 
sheck — a  salntary  restraint  npon  this  ancon- 
EroUed  majority — a  new  balance  in  the  consti- 
tution, that  will  regnlate  all  its  notions.  As 
soon  as  this  new  State  power  is  acknowledged, 
there  will  be  no  more  onconstitational  laws,  no 
(hrther  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the 
States.  "The  injured  and  oppressed  States 
will  annme  her  higheet  political  attitude." 
She  exercises  her  negative  preventive  power, 
■he  declares  the  law  void — "  the  necessary  oon- 
Mgnence,"  says  the  f^tleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Qbotist,)  "  is,  it  mnst  cease  to  operate  in 
the  Btat«,  and  Oongress  most  acquiesce,  by 
ibandoning  the  power,  or  obtain  an  express 
grant  from  the  great  source  from  which  all 
power  is  drawn.  The  General  Ooremment 
would  have  no  right  to  use  force."  "  This  will 
kt  all  times  prove  adequate  to  save  this  glorious 
lystem  of  onrs  from  disorder  and  anarchy." 
The  parties  cMming  to  exercise  the  power 
omst  call  a  oonvention  of  the  States,  and  nn- 
len  three-fourths  of  the  States  will  consent  to 
amend  the  oonstitntion,  and  confer  the  power, 
it  most  cease  to  exenuse  it  Thus  a  law  passed 
in  the  usual  form,  with  majorities  in  both 
House*,  approved  by  the  President,  may  be  an- 
nnlled,  by  the  veto  of  any  State,  and  every 
power  taken  from  Oongreas,  unless  three- 
tourths  of  the  States  are  now  willing  to  grant 
iL  Let  OS  see  how  this  will  operate.  Suppose 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  Judiciary  act 
innuUed,  the  inrksdiction  of  the  court  over  all 
cwea  provided  for  by  it  most  cease.    Agun, 


the  tariff  has  been  declared  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  oonstitutioii ;  it  most,  therefore,  cease  to 
operate ;  then  the  Supreme  Coort  mnst  not 
take  any  cognizance  of  any  case  arising  under 
it,  and  Oongress  wnst  not  employ  force ;  it  is 
therefore  unnecessary  to  resist  the  laws,  and 
there  will  be  no  rebellion  or  treason.  But  then 
there  will  be  no  revenue.  Oongress  has  a  right 
to  lay  duties  for  revenue.  How  much  of  uiis 
toriff  is  for  revenue  I  for  so  much  it  is  constitu- 
tional, as  well  as  duties  on  srtioles  not  made  in 
the  country,  and  therefore  not  for  the  protec- 
tion of  domestic  industry.  What  must  be  done 
in  such  a  dilemma  1 

Every  power  which  has  been  at  any  time 
denied  to  Gonsress  would  have  ceased.  The 
Bank,  after  it  had  gone  into  operation,  would 
have  been  compelled  to  shut  its  doors,  and  dose 
the  couoem.  All  crimes  not  enumerated  ia 
the  oonstitntion  would  be'stricken  from  the 
statute  book ;  the  embargo  would  have  been 
declared  inoperative ;  the  26th  section  of  the 
Judiciary  act  would  have  been  rendered  void ; 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  subscriptions  to  ca- 
nals, grants  of  land,  and  all  internal  improve- 
ment, would  have  been  suspended  on  the  veto 
of  a  single  State.  The  Jndioivy  law  could  not 
have  been  repealed,  and  Lomsiana  and  Flor- 
ida could  not  nave  been  acquired. 

Suoh  is  the  sir  iittrtia,  that  it  is  extremdy 
difficult  to  get  more  than  a  bare  m^ority  for 
any  measure.  Some  do  not  like  its  principle 
or  its  policy  ;  some  are  indisposed  to  change : 
some  do  not  like  the  time  or  the  mode  of  pro- 

ring  it.  There  are  always  reasons  enough 
opposing  any  proposition.  Most  great 
questions  in  deliberate  bodies  are  oarriod  by 
small  m^orities.  The  embargo— >the  war — the 
!>ank — the  tariS,  are  striking  instances.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted 
in  Virginia,  86  to  79.  Her  late  constitution 
was  passed  by  a  m^ority  of  only  16.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  reasonably  expected  that 
three-fourths  of  the  SlAtes  wUl  ever  concur  in 
granting  an;  power  to  Congress  that  may  be 
previously  declared  unconstitutional.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  Qovemment  will  be  constantly  frit>- 
tered  away,  until  it  has  no  power  to  do  good — 
no  means  to  protect — no  enei^  to  act-^io 
principle  of  union. 

But  is  the  theory  true,  that,  when  the  ma- 
jority has  pronounced,  and  the  presumptnona 
are  all  iu  favor  of  the  law,  and  it  is  sospended 
at  the  instance  of  a  »ngle  State,  that  Congress 
are  to  be  presumed  in  error,  and  must  obtain 
the  sanction  of  three-fourths  of  the  States  t  la 
it  not  rather  more  compatible  with  the  theory 
and  I '     "" '    "--'  "-- 


This  negative  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to 
the  security  of  the  States,  and  the  protection  of 
the  minority ;  but  its  real  operation  will  be  to 
destroy  the  force  and  energy  of  the  adminiatca- 
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tion.  "  Wliat  m&j,  at  first  siglit,  appear  a  rein- 
ed;, u,  in  reality,  a  poison :  to  give  the  minor- 
ity a  negative  upon  the  m^oritj,  which  is  al- 
ways the  oase  when  more  than  a  majority  b 
requisite  to  a  deoieion,  is,  in  its  tendency,  to 
BD^act  the  sense  of  the  greater  number  to  that 
of  the  lesser.  Oougress,  (nnder  the  oonfedera- 
tian,)  from  tiie  non-attendance  of  a  few  States, 
have  been  frequent!;  in  the  situation  of  the 
Polish  Diet,  when  a  single  veto  has  been  suffi- 
cient to  pot  a  stop  to  all  their  movementA. 
The  sixtieth  part  of  the  Union  has  Heveral  times 
been  able  to  oppose  an  entire  bar  to  its  opera- 
tions. This  is  one  of  those  refinements  which, 
in  practice,  has,  in  effect,  the  reverse  of  what 
is  expected  from  it  In  theory," — {Federalitt.) 

The  wise  men  who  framed  the  constitntion 
knew,  from  the  defects  and  infirmities  of  the 
oonfederation,  what  was  necessary  to  remedy 
the  errors  and  correct  the  evils  of  that  system. 
They  knew  that  it  had  been,  in  its  o[>eration 
apon  States  only,  totally  inadeqnate  to  the  ob- 
ject of  its  institation ;  that  tSis  OoTemment 
mnst  look  beyond  the  States,  and  operate  di- 
rectly throQgh  the  agency  of  the  people,  and 
npon  the  people.  They  knew  the  necessity  of 
a  high  conrt,  to  decide  all  qnestions  arising 
onder  it ;  the  want  of  a  judiciary  power  crown- 
ed the  defects  of  the  confederation.  "  Laws 
are  a  dead  letter,  withont  oonrts  to  expound 
and  define  their  tme  meaning  and  operation." 
"  This  is  more  necessary,  when  the  frame  of 
the  Government  is  so  compounded  that  the 
laws  of  the  whole  are  in  dtmger  of  being  oon- 
travened  by  the  laws  of  the  parts."— (J^d- 
eralUt.) 

They  knew  it  was  necetsary  to  hare  a  power 
to  decide  on  all  cases  that  contravened  tne  an- 
thority  of  the  Union,  and  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cise of  the  inhibited  powers  by  the  States,  and 
all  other  questions  which  it  was  foreseen  might 
arise  nnder  the  new  Government.  This  pre- 
sented a  question  of  exceeding  great  difficulty ; 
two  plans  were  proposed,  one  to  give  power  to 
the  General  Government  to  revise  the  laws  of 
the  States,  and  the  other,  the  right  to  use  force. 
Mr.  Pinokney  proposed,  "  to  render  these  pro- 
hibitions effectual,  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  sliall  have  power  to  revise  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  that  may  be  supposed  to  infringe 
the  powers  exclusively  deleg^ed  by  this  consti- 
tution to  Oongress,  and  to  negative  and  annul 
sach  as  do." 

Mr.  Bandolph  proposed — "  The  Legislature  to 
negative  all  laws  passed  by  the  several  States, 
contravening,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Nationu 
I^eraslBtore,  the  articles  of  union,  or  any  treaty, 
and  to  call  forth  the  force  of  the  Union  a^inst 
any  member  of  the  Union  failing  to  fuBl  its 
duty  under  the  articles  thereof," 

Upon  more  mature  consideration,  however, 
it  was  determined  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  all  oases  that  could  arise 
nnder  the  constitution,  or  the  laws  or  treaties. 
It  was  essential  to  make  the  jndioisry  power 
00  extensive  with  the  legislative  power. 
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The  oonstitation,  therefore,  provided  thift  Ott 
Jadicial  power  should  extend — 

I.  To  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arisiiig  un- 
der the  constitution. 

9.  To  all  eases  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

8.  To  all  cases  under  treaties  made  by  than. 

4.  To  all  cases  affecting  amhasaadora,  minis- 
ters, and  consuls. 

6.  To  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritinM 
jniisdiction. 

6.  Controverries  wherein  the  United  Statea 
are  a  party. 

^.  Oontroverdes  between  two  or  more  Statea. 

8.  Oontroversies  between  a  State  and  citi- 
zens of  another  State. 

9.  Controversies  between  citizens  of  differmt 
States. 

10.  Controversies  between  citizens  of  tlu 
State  claiming  lands  imder  grants  of  diffeovnt 
States. 

II.  Controversies  between  a  State  or  utizen, 
and  fbreign  States,  citizens,  or  snl^ects. 

Here  is  power  granted  to  try  ul  imaginable 
cases  that  can  be  described ;  ail  cases  in  Uw  and 
equity,  admiralty,  or  maritime  jurisdiction ;  all 
that  arise  nnder  the  taws  and  constitution,  and 
treaties,  and  then  it  extends  to  all  controverses 
in  which  the  United  States  may  be  a  party, 
and  especially  those  that  arise  under  the  otm- 
stitotion  and  in  execution  of  the  laws.  Cases, 
in  general,  must  operate  npon  individuals  tmd 
corporations,  and  not  upon  sovereign  BtatCE. 
Thus,  for  exsmple,  nnder  the  tariff,  if  goods 
are  introduced  and  not  entered,  they  wUI  be 
seized  nnder  the  revenue  laws--then  it  is  a 

Saeetion  in  law  arising  under  the  laws  of  the 
Tnited  States:  if  they  redst  the  seizure,  it  is 
opposition  to  the  laws ;  the  courts  will  proceed 
to  judgraent,  and  the  Pre«dent  is  authorized  to 
call  on  the  Executives  of  the  States  for  the  mi- 
litia to  execute  the  laws.  If  they  refnse  the 
militia,  cm  the  call  of  the  President,  then  it  is 
the  Massachusetts  case;  if  they  oppose  the 
laws  by  force,  how  will  they  esc^  the  crime 
of  treason,  and  how  will  that  differ  frtnn  the 
WeEt«m  insurrection  t  And  all  these  are  mhi- 
troversies  to  which  the  United  States  are  a 
party ;  if  they  enter  the  goods,  and  suit  is  in- 
stituted on  the  bond,  the  court  will  hear  any 
defence,  but  they  must  dedde,  although  the 
constitution,  the  power  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  State,  may  be  inci- 
dentally drawn  in ;  when  Judgment  is  obtvned, 
and  execution  issued,  notwithstanding  a  sover- 
eign State  may  be  interested,  by  her  agents,  it 
mnst  be  executed  as  in  the  Pennsylvania  o»ea, 
to  which  I  sludl  presently  advert 

It  was  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  the  eon- 
ventlan  to  constitute  a  Supreme  Court  to  de- 
cide all  questions  of  law  or  sovereignty,  and 
the  words  are  as  general  and  as  ample  as  the 
language  admits.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  take  core  that 
the  laws  be  fiuthfuUy  executed,  and  Congresa 
have  power  to  provide,  and  they  bvn  prondM^ 
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tbAt  the  President  maj  oall  forth  the  militia  to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  ssOTtren  iiuiiiT- 
reotiona,  and  repel  invarioiu.  Bendeo,  the 
OongresB  have  power  to  sospend  the  Ao^Mt 
eorput  in  oasee  of  rebellion  and  invasion,  Thia 
Boperintending  power  of  the  Qovenunent  was 
understood  perfectly  bj  the  firamera  of  it.  To 
aecnre  the  citizens  of  the  respeotive  Btatee  from 
being  punishable  ta  traitora  to  the  United 
States,  when  acting  expreesly  in  obedience  to 
tb»  anthority  of  their  own  State,  it  waa  pro- 
posed, in  the  (WnventiDn,  to  odd:  "Provided 
that  no  act  or  acta  done  by  one  or  more  of  the 
States  against  the  United  States,  or  bj  any  cit- 
izen of  any  one  of  the  United  Statea,  onder  the 
anthority  of  one  or  mor&  shall  be  deemed  trea- 
son, or  pnniahed  as  anch ;  bnt^  in  oaite  of  war 
being  levied  by  one  or  more  of  the  States, 
agtdnst  the  United  States,  the  conduct  of  each 
party  towards  the  other  and  their  adherents, 
TespeotJTely,  shall  be  regnlated  by  the  laws  of 
-war  and  of  nations  " — which  waa  not  adopted ; 
-which  snffioiently  eiplsloa  the  views  ta  the 
oonvention.  Bat,  after  the  adoption  of  the 
oonstitntion,  the  State  of  }4^orth  Oarolina  pro- 
posed oa  an  amendment,  that  no  State  should 
be  declared  in  rebellion  bat  by  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  States  present — whioh  was 
also  not  adopted. 

If  this  is  the  trae  interpretation  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution,  they  -will  take  upon 
themselves  a  heavy  responsibility  who  nnaer- 
take,  npon  a  mere  abstract  theory  of  right,  to 
resist  or  to  interfere  with  the  regular  and  legal 
operations  and  functions  of  the  different  branch- 
es of  the  Government,  at  the  will  and  pleasare 
of  the  States.  Having  entered  into  civil  so- 
ciety, and  distribnted  the  power  into  different 
hands,  they  contract  the  obligation  of  o)>e- 
dienoe ;  tbey  are  bound  by  the  constitntion 
which  they  have  sworn  to  support. 

This  question  is  reduced  to  a  narrow  com- 
pass. The  right  to  re^t  a  oanrpation,  or  a 
tyranny,  is  not  denied  i  the  right  to  use  all  the 

Cccfnl  modes  of  redress,  not  doubted.  It  has 
a  admitted  that  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  may 
decide  all  cases  between  individuals.  But  it  is 
aaid  the  Statea  now  claim  the  right  to  decide 
when  the  General  Government  exceed  their 
authority,  becanse  that  is  a  sovereign  power. 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  power  to 
decide  all  questions  under  the  oonstitntion  has 
been  conferred  on  the  Supreme  Court ;  and,  if 
so,  the  question  is  oouclnded,  whatever  may  be 
the  form  of  the  Government. 

If  this  is  a  pure  and  simple  confederation  of 
Btates,  they  are  bonnd  by  the  constitution,  by 
all  they  have  stipnlaled,  and  they  are  obliged 
bv  their  duty  ana  by  their  oath  to  submit  to 

e  conrt  all  matters  of  which  they  have  jui 


to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  and 
tbey  are,  moreover,  bound  to  show  that,  to  de- 
cide on  the  nneonstitutionality  of  a  law  is  an 
exception,  and  not  included  iu  this  grant ;  they 
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are  bound  to  show  that,  in  such  a  union  of  Btate^ 
for  certain  great  ottJect&  ea«h  State  baa  a  right 
to  decide,  definitely,  for  herself  when  the  power 
is  exceeded.  The  convention  intended  to  pro* 
vide  for  all  cases  that  could  occur ;  if  they  hava 
faOed  to  remedy  the  evil  that  was  foreseen,  they 
have  made  a  Government  which,  instead  ot 
being  a  splendid  fabric  of  human  iuventifM,  is 
att«rly  impracticable,  and  which  must  exist 
only  by  the  forbearance  of  the  States. 

This  was  the  defect  of  the  oonfederation ;  it 
had  not  the  sanction  of  the  people ;  it  was  rati- 
fied only  by  the  State  LegislatuTes ;  and,  there- 
fore, reasoning  from  these  theories  of  Govern- 
ment, it  was  said  each  Legislatnre  had  &  right 
to  repeal  the  law,  and  thereby  annnl  the  oon< 
federation.  It  is  said,  in  reply  to  this,  in  tha 
Federalist : 

"  However  gross  a  heresy  it  msy  be  to  muntajji 
that  a  party  to  a  compact  hu  a  right  to  revoke 
that  oompact.  the  doctriue  itself  has  had  respectable 
advocates.  The  possibility  of  a  question  oFthis  na- 
ture proves  the  neceasitj  of  laying  the  foundatioua 
of  the  National  Oovermnent  deeper  than  in  -the 
mere  sanction  of  delegated  authority.  But  tha 
labrio  of  American  Empire  onght  to  rest  on  the 
solid  basis  of  the  consent  of  the  people.  TtM 
BtTeama  of  natiooal  power  ought  to  Sow  Immediate- 
ly from  the  pure  original  fountwn  of  all  le^timate 
authority." 

The  right  of  a  State  to  annul  a  law  of  Con- 
gress moat  moreover  depend  on  their  ahowing 
that  this  is  a  mere  confederation  of  States; 
which  has  not  been  done,  and  cannot  be  eaid 
to  be  true,  altho-ugh  it  should  not  appear  to  be 
absolntely  a  Government  of  the  p«K>ple.  It  ia 
by  no  means  necessary  to  posh  the  argmnent, 
as  to  the  character  of  the  Government,  to  its 
utmost  limit;  the  ground  has  been  taken,  and 
munti^ed  with  great  force  of  reasoning,  that 
this  Government  is  the  agent  of  the  anpreme 
power,  the  people.  It  is  suffident  for  tne  ar- 
gument that  this  is  not  a  compact  of  States ;  it 
may  be  assumed  that  it  is  neither  strictiy  a 
confederation  nor  a  K^ational  Government :  it 
is  compounded  of  both — it  ia  an  anomaly  in  the 
political  world — an  experiment  growing  out  of 
our  peculiar  airoumstances — a  compromise  of 
prinoiplea  and  opinions — it  is  partly  federal, 
partiy  national. 

"The proposed  constitution  is,  in  stHcmem,  nei- 
ther oationtJ  nor  federal;  it  ii  a  oompcaitiDn  of 
both ;  hi  its  foondation,  it  Is  federal,  not  national ; 
in  the  sources  from  whioh  the  ocdioary  powsn  of 
the  Qovenunent  are  drawn,  it  ii  pwtly  federal,  part- 
ly national ;  in  tlie  operation  of  these  powers,  it  Is 
national,  not  federal;  in  the  mode  of  amendment. 
It  is  neither  wholly  federal  nor  wholly  national. 
—{fideralit.) 

This  was  the  great  question  solved  by  the 
convention :  whether  this  Government  should 
be  a  confederation,  founded  on  an  equality  of 
States,  or  ii  Union,  upon  the  principle  of  po)>u- 
lation.  The  lat^  States  oontendea  for  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  people,  the  email  States  for 
equality  of  Statea.   The  partlee  were  nearly  bal' 


Bemjok.'] 

anoed,  sod  upon  tha  gtoaaA  tite  great  Btrngglf 
waa  conduowd.  A  mnjoritj  of  tha  people 
oonld  not  coiuent  to  be  goveroed  bj  a  minontj 
in  tbe  great  conoeras  of  this  Govenuneat ; 
while  the  small  States  thought  their  ufet;  oon- 
riited  in  mointainlDg  their  eqnal  share  of  the 
power.  A  nu^ority  of  the  convention  waa  in 
uvor  of  the  popnlar  principle ;  the  Houae  of 
Representatives  was  formed  upon  a  represen- 
tation of  the  people ;  tlie  SLatea  were  eqaally 
divided  in  the  formation  of  the  Benate,  wbidi 
led  to  a  oonpromiae,  hj  which  that  branch 
was  formed  on  the  prindple  of  eqoaUtj  of 
States,  and  the  election  of  President  was  ren- 
dered, in  the  first  instance,  popnlar,  bnt  upon  a 
compound  principle,  crowing  out  of  the  com- 
promise. The  confraeration  was  abandoned, 
as  too  defective  to  remedj;  the  federative  prin- 
ciple was  retained,  so  far  as  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  small  fit«t«H,  while  it  preserved 
those  of  the  people  of  the  large  States,  bj  the 
division  and  organization  of  the  Legislati  ' 
partment,  b;  which  no  law  or  treat;  ( 
made  witbont  the  concmrenoe  of  a  m^oritj  of 
the  people  and  of  the  Stotoe.  The  righU  of 
both  were  farther  protected  bj  the  veto  of  the 
Eiecntive.  The  States  are  a  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Oovemment,  and  constitnte  one 
Seat  whole,  and  "  a  more  perfect  Union,"  nn- 
r  the  style  of  "  We  the  people  of  the  United 
States."  This  Government  thos  oonstitnted  for 
certain  purposes,  acts  for  the  people  collec- 
tively, and  directly  npon  the  people  of  the 
Union,  without  any  reference  to  the  States. 
It  does  not  act  by  States,  or  npon  the  SlAtes. 
It  leviee  taxes,  imposts,  and  dnties,  upon  the 
people ;  it  administers  justice  in  the  States, 
npon  individuals ;  it  conimands  the  militja,  &a. 
Now,  having  entered  into  this  Government,  by 
whatever  name  it  may  be  known,  so  checked 
and  balanced,  with  so  many  guards  and  pre- 
cautions, wh«!t  is  the  principle  upon  which  it  is 
founded?  Certainly,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States  should  pass  alt  laws, 
.and  that  these  should  be  the  supreme  laws  of 
the  land,  and  that  every  qnestion  of  power 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  should  be  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court. 

This,  I  think,  has  l>een  shown  by  the  substi- 
tution of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  [dace  of 
the  other  modee  recommended,  to  give  Con- 
^reea  the  control  of  tlie  State  laws ;  by  giving, 
m  express  terms,  jurisdiction  of  all  controversies 
in  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  by  the 
ootemporaneous  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  Judiciary  Act ;  by  declaring  the 
laws  supreme ;  by  giving  the  President  power 
to  call  out  the  militia,  and  making  it  his  duty 
to  execute  the  laws.  The  court  has  uniformly 
exercised  Jurisdiction,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved, on  an  open  appeal  to  the  States.  The 
President  has  carried  the  Judgments,  by  force, 
into  effect.  The  State  tribunals  hkve  acknowl- 
edged the  anthority,  and  such  is  now  the  opin- 
ion of  three-fourths  of  the  people  and  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 
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It  was  believed,  by  those  who  framed  tlte 
constitution,  that  the  laws  would  be  sapretne, 
and  would  be  enforced  by  the  National  Ju- 
diciary. Mr.  Monroe,  in  hia  Message,  in  De- 
cember, I82i,  says,  the  Supreme  Court  "de- 
cides, in  the  last  resort,  on  all  great  qnestitox 
which  arise  under  our  constitution,  involving 
tliose  between  the  United  States,  individaaUy, 
between  the  States  and  the  United  StaMa." 
Chief  Justice  Spence,  19  Jolmson  164,  saya,  "I 
consider  that  court  as  paramount,  when  deciding 
on  an  article  of  the  constitution,  and  an  act  u 
Congrees  passed  nnder  its  express  ij^unction." 

In  the  case  of  Cohens  ts.*  Virgin,  "  It  (tbe 
counsel)  maintains  tha^  admitting  the  coDfititn- 
tion  and  laws  to  have  been  violated  by  the 
judgment,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  apply  a  corrective.  They  mnintajn 
that  the  nation  does  not  possess  a  departxnent 
capable  <tf  restraining,  peaceably,  and  by  au- 
thority of  law,  any  attempts  which  may  be 
made,  by  a  part,  against  the  legitimate  powers 
of  the  whole ;  ana  that  the  Government  is  in- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  submitting  to  sudk 
attempts,  or  of  resistiog  them  by  force  ;  they 
maintain  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  has  provided  no  tribunal  for  the  final 
oonstruotion  of  itself^  or  of  the  laws  or  treaties 
of  the  nation,  but  that  this  power  may  be  ex- 
ercised, in  the  last  resort,  by  the  conrts  of 
every  State  in  the  Union."  The  conrt,  how- 
ever, deeded  In  favor  of  the  power  of  the 
court. 

It  has  been  objected  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smttb,)  that  a  liare  ma- 
jority of  the  Supreme  Conrt  may  decide  the 
most  important  questions  of  State  rights.  The 
answer  is,  that  no  provision  was  made  in  the 
constitution ;  none  was  thought  necessary.  It 
is  in  the  power  of  Congress  at  all  times  to 
change  it,  and  to  require  a  lar^  mtyority. 
This  has  been  tried,  ana  always  resisted. 

It  is  ol^eoted,  that,  when  the  court  is  com- 
posed of  seven,  there  may  be  three  on  each 
side,  and  one  may  decide ;  bnt  this  is  favorable 
to  the  States :  for  if  they  affirm  the  consUtn- 
tionality  of  a  law,  they  only  sanction  what  has 
been  previously  dednred  by  all  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government  If  a  majority  of 
one  member  decidee  against  the  law,  his  opin- 
ion oountervfuls  tbe  weight  of  all  the  m^ority 
by  which  the  law  waa  passed ;  so  that,  when 
the  constitutionality  of  a  law  is  doubted,  a  sin- 
gle member,  when  there  is  a  disagreement,  may 
decide  against  the  power  of  the  Government. 
If  more  than  a  m^ority  are  required  to  declare 
a  State  law  nnconatitutional,  by  parity  of  rea- 

amore  than  a  m^ority  must  be  reiioircd  to 
are  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitutiouaL 
Having  examined  the  question  upon  princi- 
ple, let  us  see  if  there  is  any  precedent  or  au- 
thority for  iL  I  believe  there  are  bnt  two  gea- 
Uemen  who  have  avowed  the  opinion.  The 
geutieman  from  New  Hampshire  marched  bold- 
ly op  to  the  very  boundary  of  the  question  and 
ito{^ed  short  i  he  refiued  to  vooch  for  ti» 
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nnUifying  power,  bj  which  I  infer  it  is  not,  ia 
biB  opinion,  the  tme  democratio  dootrioe. 

There  ia  no  precedent  except  the  Tirgiiii& 
uid  EentQcky  reaolntioiis ;  thej  are  merelj 
declarator;  that  the  States  are  parties  to  the 
oompaot,  and  that,  in  case  of  a  palpable,  dan- 
gerOQs,  and  deliberate  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  State  has  a  right  to  interpose.  But 
how  f  By  annulling  the  law  ?  No ;  but  by 
declaring  the  act  of  Congress  nnooDBtitntJona], 
and  referring  the  qnestion  to  the  other  States, 
It  is  a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  an 
appeal  from  Congress  to  the  State  authorities, 
■who  are  also  partiA  The  last  Virginia  reso- 
lution is  in  these  words,  after  expreesing  the 
most  sincere  affection  for  their  brethren  of  the 
other  States :  "  The  General  Assemblj  doth 
Bolemolf  appeal  to  the  like  disporitions  of  the 
other  States,  in  confidence  that  they  will  con- 
fer with  this  OomiDonwealt]i  in  declaring,  as  it 
does  hereby  declare,  that  the  acta  aforesud  are 
imcoiutitntional,  and  that  the  neoeBsary  and 
proper  measores  will  be  taken  by  each,  for  co- 
opwating  with  tliia  State,  in  mmntdning,  nn- 
inipaired,  the  authorities,  rights,  and  libertd««, 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people ;"  and  for  this  pnrpose  they  were  truis- 
mitted  to  the  several  States. 

In  the  debate,  Mr.  Meroer  said :  "  The  Btat« 
believed  that  some  of  its  rights  had  been  in- 
vaded by  the  late  acts  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, Bod  proposed  a  remedy,  whereby  to  ob- 
tain a  repeal  of  them.  The  plan  contuned  in 
the  resolntiona  appeared  the  moat  advisable ; 
force  was  not  thought  of  by  any  one."  "  Koth- 
ing  seemed  more  bkely  to  produce  a  temper  in 
Congress  for  a  repeal,  than  a  declaration  similar 
to  iba  one  before  the  committee,  made  by  a 
majority  of  States,  or  by  severai  of  them." 
"  We  do  not  wish,"  (sdd  Mr.  M.,)  "  to  be  the 
arm  of  the  people's  discontent,  bnt  to  use  their 
voice."  "  They  (the  Ststes)  can  readily  com- 
municate with  each  other  in  the  different  States, 
and  unite  their  common  forces  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  common  liberty."  Mr.  Barbour 
said :  "  The  gentleman  from  Prince  George  had 
remarked,  that  Uieso  resolntions  invit^  the 
people  to  insnrreetion  and  to  arms ;  but,  if  he 
could  conceive  that  the  conseqnences  foretold, 
would  grow  oat  of  the  measure,  he  would  be- 
come its  bitterest  enemy ;"  "  but  it  would  ap- 
pear by  reference  to  the  leading  feature  in  the 
resolutions,  which  was  their  being  addressed, 
not  to  the  people,  bnt  to  the  sist«r  States,  pray- 
ing, in  a  pacific  way,  their  eo-operation  in  ar- 
resting the  tendency  and  effect  of  nnoonstitn- 
tional  laws." 

General  Lee  sud :  "  If  the  taw  was  uncon- 
stitutional, he  admitted  the  right  of  interpod- 
tion ;  nay,  it  was  their  duty ;  every  good  dtd- 
sen  was  bound  to  uphold  them  in  fair  and 
friendly  exertions  to  oorreot  an  iqjnry  so 
•erions  and  pernicious." 

Bnt  the  object  of  these  resolutions  is  more 
clearly  and  explicitly  set  forth  by  Mr.  John 
Taylor,  who  introdnoed  the  resolntions.     In 


his  reply  to  the  appreheawons  of  civil  commo- 
tion, to  which  the  resolutions  were  said  to  have 
a  tendency  he  said:  "Are  the  republicans 
possessed  of  fleets  and  armies!  if  not,  to  what, 
could  they  appeal  for  defence  and  support  I 
To  nothing  but  public  opinion  ^  if  that  should 
be  against  them,  they  most  yield.  They  had 
uttered  what  they  conceived  to  be  truth,  in 
firm,  yet  decent,  kngnage ;  and  they  had  pur- 
sued a  system  whidi  was  only  an  appeal  to 
public  opinion," 

He  mtuntuned  that  the  fifth  article  of  the 
constitution  had  provided  a  remedy  against  tai- 
croachments,  by  Congress  on  the  States,  and 
upon  the  rights  of  each  other.  By  the  article^ 
"two-thirds  of  Congress  may  cil  upon  the 
States  for  an  explanation  of  any  such  contro- 
versy as  the  present,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  and  thus  correct  an  erroneona 
construction  of  its  own  acts,  by  a  minority  of 
the  States,  while  two-thirds  of  the  States  are 
also  allowed  to  compel  Congress  to  call  a  con- 
vention, in  case  so  many  should  think  an 
amendment  neo^sary  for  the  purpose  of  check- 
ing the  unconstitutional  acta  ot^  that,  body." 
He  said,  "  the  will  of  the  people  and  the  will  of 
the  States  were  made  the  constitutional  referee 
in  the  esse  under  con«derBdon.  The  State 
was  pursuing  the  only  possible  and  ordinuy 
mode  of  asoertainins  the  opinon  of  two-thirds 
of  the  States,  by  dedaring  its  own,  and  a^ins 
theirs.  He  hoped  these  reprobated  laws  would 
be  sacrificed  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  even  of 
a  single  State,  without  the  necessity  of  a  con- 
vention, or  a  mandate  from  three-fourths  of 
the  States.  He  said,  "firmness  and  modera- 
tion could  only  produce  a  desirable  coincidence 
between  the  States."  "  Timidity  would  he  as 
dishonorable  as  the  violent  measures,  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  recommended  in 
cases  of  constitutional  infractions,  would  be  Im- 
moral and  unconstitutional." 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  nothing  in  these 
resolutions  that  looks  to  the  right  of  tba  State 
of  Virginia  herself  to  annul  an  act  of  Congress; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  very  reverse.  It  is  a 
declaration,  that  the  law,  in  their  opinion,  vio- 
lates the  constitution ;  that  the  State  has  a 
right,  as  a  party  to  the  compact,  to  interpose, 
by  referring  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  other 
parties  to  the  compact:  the  language  Is  too 
plain,  and  too  explioit,  to  require  comment. 

Two  very  important  amendments  were  intro- 
dnced,  which  evinced  still  farther  that  it  was 
not  their  intention  to  annul  the  laws,  or  to 
daim  the  right  to  interpose  in  that  way.  The 
first  was :  they  declared,  in  the  first  of  the  res- 
olutions, that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were 
unconBtitntional  and  not  law,  bnt  utterly  nnll 
and  void,  and  of  no  force  or  effect  These  nul- 
hfying  expreseions  were  stricken  ont,  npon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  himself.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  originally  inserted  merely  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  neoessary  effect  of  their  being 
unconstitutional  was  that  they  were  not  law, 
and  nnll  and  void ;  but  it  is  evident  it  was  not 
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in  the  ooatemplation  of  the  Legialatnre  ( 
the  antlior  of  them,  that  the  t«gislati]re^  who 
was  merely  sabmitttng  the  subject  bj  war  of 
appeal  to  diB  other  States,  conld  make  the  iawt 
void  bj  their  declaration.  Hr.  Tajlor  uld  the 
^an  propoeed  might  eTestaat«  in  a  conven'' 
He  did  not  admit  or  contemplate  that  a 
T«iiition  might  be  called ;  he  only  said  that,  if 
Oongrees,  upon  being  addressed  to  have  the 
lawa  repealed,  sbonld  peraiflt,  they  might,  by  a 
ooncorrence  of  three-fonrths  of  the  States,  be 
compelled  to  call  a  convention.  The  second 
amendment  was  in  the  third  daose :  "  The 
compact  in  which  the  States  alone  are  partiea.' 
The  word  alone,  stricken  out  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Qiles.  It  had  been  said  that  the  people  only 
were  the  parties  to  the  compact,  and  the  reeo- 
Intion  declared  that  States  alone  were  partiea. 
Hr.  Oilee  sud,  "the  Qenersl  Qovemment  waa 
partly  of  each  kind ;"  and,  therefore,  moved  to 
strike  ont  at(«ie. 

The  opinion  of  Ifr.  JeiTerBon,  which  has  been 
quoted  in  this  debat«,  relative  to  catling  a  con- 
vention, the  proper  arbiter  in  qnestiona  of  sov- 
ereignty, correspond  with  those  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  his  letter  to  W.  0.  Nicholas,  in  Sep- 
tember, l799j  then  abont  to  proceed  to  Ken- 
tacky,  directmg  what  was  necessary  to  avoid 
the  inference  of  acquiescence,  and  to  procure  a 
concert  in  the  general  plan  of  action,  he  recom- 
mended resolutions,  first,  answering  the  com- 
mittee of  Congress  and  the  States  that  replied : 
second,  making  protestation  against  the  prece- 
dent and  principle,  and  reserving  the  right  of 
making  this  palpahie  violation  of  the  Fe<deral 
compact  the  ground  of  doing  in  fature  what- 
ever we  might  now  rightfully  do,  shonld  repe- 
titions of  these  and  other  violations  of  the  com- 
pact render  it  expedient ;  third,  expressing,  in 
affectionate  and  conciliatory  lanrnage,  onr 
warm  attachment  to  the  Union  with  onr  sist«r 
States,  and  to  the  instrument  and  principles  by 
which  we  are  united."  He  says,  "  Mr  Madison 
doea  not  concur  in  the  reservation  proposed 
above,  and  from  this  I  recede  readily,  not  only 
in  deference  to  his  Judgment,  bnt  because,  as  we 
shouid  never  think  of  separation,  but  for  re- 
peated and  enormous  violation,  bo  these,  when 
they  ocoDj,  will  be  cause  enough  of  them- 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  George 
Nicholas,  of  Kentucky,  in  November,  1798. 
He  was  a  conspicnons  member  of  the  Virginia 
convention — an  able  lawyer  and  statesman— a 
distinguished  republican,  and  a  leading  and  in- 
fluential man,  in  the  day  of  the  Kentucky  reso- 
Intions.  I  read  from  this  letter  to  show  the 
views  then  entertained  of  the  remedy  agunst 
nnoongtitutionol  laws.  "  If  yon  had  been  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  Kentnoky, 
you  wonld  have  known  that  there  was  no  just 
canse  to  apprehend  an  improper  opposition  to 
the  laws  from  them.  The  laws  we  complin 
of  m^  be  divided  into  two  classes,  those  which 
we  adJnit  to  be  constitutional,  bnt  consider  as 
impglido,  and  those  whidi  we  believe  to  be 


nnoonatitutional,  and  therefore,  do  not  boolda 
onraelvea  to  inqoiia  as  to  th^  poUcy,  becaoae 
wa  oonudw  them  as  absolnt*  nullitiea.  The 
first  daas  of  lam  having  reotived  the  sanctum 
o!  a  m^ority  of  the  Repres^tatives  of  the  peo- 

Ele  of  de  State*,  we  oonsider  as  binding  on  ua, 
owever  we  diffbr  in  opinion  from  those  who 
paned  tliem  aa  to  their  policy ;  and  ^tfa<y^ 
we  wiU  exercise  onr  nndoabted  right  of  reisao- 
sb-ating  ag^st  suoh  laws,  and  demanding  th^ 
repeal  as  far  as  our  nombers  will  justify  ns  ia 
making  snoh  a  demand,  we  will  obey  them 
with  promptitnde,  and  to  the  extreme  of  on 
abilities,  so  Ions  as  they  c^tinne  in  force.  Aa 
to  the  second  class  of  the  nnconstitational  iMwt, 
although  we  consider  them  as  dead  letten,  and, 
therefore,  that  we  might  legally  nse  fbroe  in  op- 
position to  any  attempts  to  exeenta  than  ;  ye^ 
we  contemplate  no  means  of  opporition,  even 
to  those  nnconstittttional  acts,  bnt  an  ^)p«al  to 
the  real  laws  of  onr  oonntry,  Aa  long  as  onr 
excellent  oonstitntion  shall  be  oonmder^  aa  sa- 
cred, by  any  department  of  our  Governmcft^ 
the  liberties  of  onr  country  ore  safe,  and  every 
attempt  to  violate  them  may  be  defeated  i^ 
means  of  law,  without  force  or  tnmnit  of  any 
kind."  He  quotes  the  following  to  Hamilton : 
"  The  complete  independence  of  the  conrta  at 
Justice  b  peculiarly  essential  in  a  limited  conati- 
tution :  by  a  limited  constitntion  I  nnderstand 
one  which  contains  specufio  exceptions  to  the 
legistative  authority,  snch,  for  instance,  aa  that 
it  shall  pass  no  bill  of  attainder,  no  ex  peat 
/aet9  law,  and  like ;  limitations  of  this  kiiid 
can  be  preserved  in  practice  no  other  way  than 
throngh  the  medium  of  the  courts  of  joatioe, 
whose  duty  it  must  be  to  declare  all  acta  voa- 
trary  to  the  manifest  tenor  of  the  constitution 
void.  WithoutIhis,a]lreseTvationsofpaTtic(dar 
rights  or  privil^es  amonnt  to  nothing."  "  It 
is  more  rational  to  suppose  that  the  coarts  were 
designed  to  be  an  intermediate  body  between 
the  people  and  the  Legislature,  in  order,  among 
other  things,  to  beep  the  latter  within  the  Um- 
its  assigned  to  their  authority.  The  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  is  the  proper  and  pecmlar 
Srovince  of  the  courts,  A  constitntion  ia,  in 
let,  and  must  be  regarded  by  the  judges  as,  a 
fundamenlol  law.  It  therefore  Imiongs  to  tluan 
to  ascertain  iU  meaning,  aa  well  as  the  meaning 
of  any  particnlar  act  proceeding  from  the  L(g> 
islative  body.  If  tiiere  should  happen  to  be 
any  irreconcilable  variance  between  the  two^ 
that  which  has  the  superior  obligation  and  va- 
lidity ought,  of  course,  to  be  prrferred ;  or,  ia 
other  words,  the  constitution  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  statute,  the  intention  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  intention  of  thdr  agents.  As  long, 
therefore,  as  the  Federal  conrta  retwn  thdr 
honesty  and  independence,  onr  constitntioii  and 
our  liberiies  are  safe-,"  "  but  letastance  ou^t 
not  to  be  appealed  to,  except  in  cases  of  extrems 
danger  and  necessity :  let  all  good  men  nnita 
their  efforts  to  prevent  the  United  States  from 
being  brought  to  that  criris." 
Oa  the  14th  November,  1799,  fonr  daya  afttt 
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tills  letter,  the  EentDckf  LegisUtnre  entered 
its  Boleitm  protest  agaitiBt  the  laws  which  had 
been  deolai^  nnoonstitutionaL  The  StAtes  of 
Ifaryluid  and  Ohio  had  qnestiona  ahout  the 
Btiuk  of  the  United  States,  which  were  submit- 
ted to  the  Sapreme  Court.  The  oonstitntioa- 
aiit;  of  the  embargo,  which  iarolved  an  im- 
menae  amount,  was  settled  b;^  the  Supreme 
Oourt.  In  fine,  every  queatioii  that  has  orisea 
fa  forty  years,  under  the  conatitntion,  has  been 
satisfactorily  »ettled ;  and  tiiey  have  establish- 
ed many  sreat  and  difficult  principles,  which 
bftve  now  oecome  the  settled  role  of  constmo- 
tdon  and  the  law  of  the  laaA;  and  they  will  go 
on  in  the  execution  of  this  high  duty^  until  they 
ue  stopped  by  the  want  of  power  in  the  Ei- 
ecntJTe  to  execute  the  judgments  of  the  ooort^ 
the  power  of  a  State  to  oonnl  the  laws  to  the 
OoDtrary  notwithstanding. 

Bnt,  happpily  for  us,  Ihia  question  of  tlie 
power  of  uie  court,  and  the  necessity  and  eipe- 
dienoy  of  establisbing  aaothU'  tribuoal  to  ae- 
ude  on  cases  involring  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  two  Governments,  has  been  formally  snb- 
mitted  to  the  States,  in  a  strong  case,  hy  a  large 
State,  and  under  the  most  imposing  forms ;  and 
was  as  solemnly  rejected.  Ine  State  of  Penn- 
^Ivania^  in  1309,  ooraplMned  of  an  iniKnge- 
ment  of  her  State  rights,  hv  an  nnconatito- 
tional  exercise  of  power  in  tbe  United  States 
courts :  that  no  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
conatitntion  for  determining  dilutes  between 
tbe  General  and  State  Qovemments,  by  an  Im- 
parUal  tribunal,  when  enoh  oases  oceor.  -  The 
Legislatnre 

"  Rttalved,  That  from  the  eonstraotion  which  the 
Cntted  States  courts  give  to  thdr  povsrs,  the  hai^ 
mony  of  tbe  States,  if  they  redst  snoroschmenti 
on  Uisir  rights,  wiU  b«  frequently  interrupted ;  and 
il,  to  prevent  this  evil,  they  should,  on  all  ocrasionB, 
yield  to  stretches  of  power,  the  reserred  rights  of 
the  Slates  will  depend  on  tiie  arbitrary  power  of 

"  To  prevent  tbe  balsnoe  between  the  Qeueral 
and  Slate  OovemmeDla  from  being  destroyed,  and 
the  hirmoDy  of  tbe  Slates  from  being  interrupted, 
Jieiolvfd,  That  our  Beoalors  in  Congress  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  RcpreecutatiTes  requested,  to  U9e  their 
Influence  to  procure  en  amendment  to  the  Constl- 
tation  of  tbe  United  BCates,  that  an  Impartial  tribu- 
nal may  be  establisiied  to  determine  ^spates  be- 
tween ^  Qeoeral  and  State  Qoveromenta." 

These  resolntions  were  sabmitted  to  all  the 
States.  I  hold  io  my  hand  the  answers  of  nine 
Btates,  refusing  the  proposition,  to  wit :  Yir- 
ginia,  North  Carolina,  Maryland,  Gieorgia,  Ten- 
nessee, EentDcky,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  and 
New  Hamsphire,  without  one  affirmative  otata. 


IfoNDAT,  April  6. 

Zhnatim*  to  Sea/ and  Dumi  Inttitatioiu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masks,  the  bill  making  au 
iqipropriation  of  a  township  of  land  for  the 
aapport  of  tiia  Now  York  iastitiition  iae  the 


DEBATES  or  OONOBESS. 

Oonatiaiu  ta  Dv^aai  Daab  iMHtatiiMt. 


education  of  the  Z>eaf  and  Dumb,  was  taken  np 
for  oonsideration. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  here- 
tofore proposed  by  Mr.  Masks,  to  embrace 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  the  institutions 
in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina, 

Mr.  BnBNBT  suggested  tbe  propriety  of  in- 
cluding the  State  of  Ohio,  which  had  petitioned 
for  a  similar  appropriation  to  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Asylum  of  that  SUte. 

Mr.  Ma^ks  accepted  the  proposition  as  a  part 
of  his  amendmeat. 

Mr.  DioKBBSoir  expressed  a  hope  that  his 
State  {New  Jersey)  would  be  added  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bilL 

Mr.  BuKHKT  said  he  would  not  offer  aor 
objections  to  this  proposition.  He  remarked 
that,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  introduoinK  Bep»- 
rate  bills  in  relation  to  each  particular  State,  it 
would  be  well  to  embrace  all  which  had  insti- 
tutions of  this  nature,  already  chartered,  and 
now  in  Ml  operation. 

Mr.  Kisa  inquired  of  Mr.  Diokkbson,  whether 
a  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  liad  l>een  char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  as  this 
hill  was  intended  for  institutions  already  inoor* 

g orated.  If  we  make  an  tqipropriation  for  one 
tate,  why  not,  he  asked,  extend  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  to  all  the  States  where  these 
institutions  are  incorporated  ? 

Mr.  DioKEBBON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Uabkb  stated,  that,  in  Penusylvania,  the 
institution  was  inoorporated  by  the  Legislature 
many  yean  aRo,aud  possesses  an  annuit^y  of 
ught  thousand  dollars.  There  were  seventy- 
five  pnpils  now  maintained  and  educated  in  iL 
some  of  whom  were  from  New  Jersey  and 
Maryland.  By  the  last  census  it  appeared  there 
were  five  hundred  of  this  unfortunate  class  of 
persons  for  whom  this  institution  was  deeigned, 
m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  alone. 

Mr.  Kaca  s^d  be  would  move  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  embrace  in  iti 
provisions  all  the  Btates  which  are  now  omit- 
ted. He  oould  not  see  why  Oosgresa  shotdd  be 
called  upon  to  l^islate,  seasion  after  sesdon, 
for  indiYLduol  States.  If  it  be  tbe  mtention  to 
continue  suoh  ^jpropriations,  why  oonfiae  than 
to  particular  States!  He  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill,  to  include  all  the  States  which  now  are 
in,  and  which  may  hereafter  be  admitted  iuto^ 
tiie  Union. 

Mr.  Sastobo  Bwd  the  hill  would  be  lost  for 
this  session,  if  now  recommitted,  .as  propoaed 
by  the  centieman  from  Alabama,  and  he  hoped, 
altbongn  he  was  favorable  to  its  objects,  that 
he  (Mr.  Ejko)  would  not  press  his  motion.  If 
the  bill  be  reported  agreeably  to  the  instruo- 
tions,  it  may  come  before  us  too  late  to  be 
acted  upon.  He  therefore  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  consent  to  let  it  pass  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Babton  moved  to  strilce  out  all  afler  the 
enacting  clanse,  and  insert  a  substitute  embrao- 
ing  all  the  States  not  already  provided  for  by 
suoh  grants. 

Mr.  Emo  aM  the  ameadmeiit  t^ani  bylfr. 
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Bastos  perfecU;  aoswered  the  objects  he  had 
in  Tiev,  and  he  would  therefore  withdraw  his 
motion. 
JSr.  Basrabd  agreed  to  the  propriety  of  the 

Eroposltion  of  Mr,  Babtoit,  bnt  thonght  the 
etter  conrse  to  pnrsae  would  be,  to  give  these 
donations  of  lands  to  the  States  which  have 
alresd  J  iocorporated  institutions  of  this  oharac~ 
t«r,  and  to  defer  providing  for  other  States  until 
they  ahall  have  also  chartered  institntlona. 
AlthoQgh  he  was  favorable  to  the  objeota  of  the 
amendnieat,  yet,  as  its  only  tendency  now 
would  be  to  embarrass  the  bill,  he  hoped  it 
wonld  be  r^ected, 

Mr.  MoKunxY  said  that,  so  far  from  the 
amendment  embarrassing  the  bill,  it  would 
reliere  it  from  all  embarrwsment,  as  the  disposi- 
tion of  it  wonld  tend  to  establish  one  of  two 
principles  in  relation  to  the  bill  itself;  that  is, 
whether  the  princiiiles  of  it  should  be  adopted 
as  a  general  prinoiple,  or  rejected  altogether. 
This  on^t  to  be  done ;  and  if  it  is  right  to 
appropriate  thns  for  one  State,  it  is  right  for 
all ;  and  if  it  is  not  right  for  bU,  it  is  not  right 
for  one.  It  would  be  incorrect  to  legislate 
in  lavor  of  any  one  State,  as  it  is  oertun  that 
in  bU  the  States  there  are  some  deaf  and  dumb 
people  in  prtyortion  to  the  popnlation  of  each. 
Let  the  principle  he  tested,  he  sud :  he  would 
rote  for  the  amendment,  as  jt  would  have  that 
effect. 

Mr.  LrviROSTOii  conudered  it  his  doty  to 
express  his  sentimeate  on  this  hilL  By  it,  it 
is  intended  to  make  an  appropriation  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  snpport  of  institutions  of 
private  charity  in  individaal  States.  That  was 
the  object  of  the  bill,  and  nothing  else ;  and 
looking  to  that  oonstitntion  which  all  are  so 
anxious  to  preserve,  I  would  ask  (said  Mr.  L.) 
from  what  part  of  me  constitntion  this  author- 
ity is  derived,  which  the  bill  proposes  to  exer- 
cise. These  are  public  lands,  to  be  sure ;  bnt 
onr  obligations  in  the  disposition  of  them,  are 
the  same  as  in  the  appropriation  of  the  fimds 
of  the  conntry.  Toe  constitntion  says  we 
shall  dispose  of  the  public  funds  for  the  general 
welfare.  Of  this,  there  are  two  constructions ; 
one  ia,  that  these  appropriations  shall  be  made 
under  oertEun  expressed  powers  in  the  constitn- 
tion  which  (Mr.  L.  said)  was  his  construction ; 
and  the  other  was  the  liberal  doctrine — that 
Cougresa  has  the  power  to  appropriate  for  pnr- 
poses  not  inimical  to  the  constitution.  The 
public  lands  are  intended  fbr  the  benefit  of  all 
— for  the  common  benefit  Where,  he  asked, 
was  the  difibrenoe  between  the  objects  for 
which  the  public  lands  and  the  public  funds 
were  intended  t  The  common  benefit  and  the 
general  welfare  appeared  to  him  to  be  synony- 
mous. What,  then,  are  the  objects  of  tMs  bill ) 
One  gentleman  proposes  to  give  a  township  of 
the  public  lands  to  one  State — ^next  it  is  pro- 
posed to  include  three  other  States ;  and  lastly, 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Eiro)  pro- 
poses to  extend  the  provisions  of  iba  hill  to  fdl 
the  States  of  the  Union,  and  to  those  which 


may  in  fatnre  be  admitted  into  it.  Where,  be 
asked,  was  the  authority  for  this,  bnt  in  those 
general  words  in  the  oonatitntion,  "the  com- 
mon benefit?"  We  cannot  (said  Mr.  L.)  mab 
this  appropriation  under  earn  a  power ;  and  if 
we  can  do  it,  my  ideas  of  the  constitotion  have 
been  hitherto  grossly  erroneous.  Hy  ide*  i!^ 
that  such  gohjecta  ought  to  he  left  to  the  eaie 
of  the  States  themselves ;  that  the  publio  lands 
are  intrusted  to  us  to  be  disposed,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  poverty  and  diB)r«SB,  bnt 
for  general,  and  not  for  particular  pnrposea. 
In  one  State,  suppose  there  are  a  certain  nnm- 
her  of  destitute  people,  and  in  another  State  a 
oertMn  number  of  deaf  and  dumb ;  are  we  to 
provide  for  each  of  these  classes  !  And  if  for 
only  one  dasa,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what 
part  of  the  constitution  points  out  the  distinc- 
tion. If  this  bill  is  to  be  adopted,  then  ahall  we 
become  the  saperintendenla  of  the  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  Staten.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  (eon- 
tinned  Mr.  L.)  why  we  should  make  an  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  a  deaf  and  duunb 
institution  in  New  Jersey,  and  not  of  a  marine 
hospital  in  any  seaport  town  in  the  United  Stetee. 
Mr.  L.  stated  the  course  he  had  always  pur- 
sued fn  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the 
Eublic  lands,  although  it  was  possible  he  may 
ave  had,  in  some  instances,  unknown  to  him- 
self, varied  from  it.  With  respect  to  the  new 
States,  he  considered  it  was  a  duty  Congress  bad 
to  perform  which  It  was  obliged  to  perfbrm  by 
the  terms  of  the  donations  of  these  public  lan^ 
— ^to  appropriate  what  was  neoessaij  t«  carry 
on  the  ooerations  of  these  States.  Next  he 
condderea  it  neoeasary  to  give  th«n  puUio 
lands  for  the  maintenance  of  their  pnblio  insti- 
tutions, because  we  possess  thoee  lands,  and 
have  consequently  stopped  the  sources  whence 
they  would  draw  taxes  to  enable  them  to  sop- 

Krt  these  ioatiturions.  Therefore  (Mr.  L.  s^ 
always  gave  his  vote  in  fbvor  of  ^propria- 
tions  for  any  reaeonahle  purpose,  when  reqnired 
hy  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie.  He  also 
would  vot(^  and  bad  voted,  for  any  tueasore 
which,  in  his  judgment,  would  have  the  effect 
of  improving  the  value  of  the  publio  landa, 
The  more  facilities  were  afforded  for  the  im- 
provement of  these  lands,  by  canals,  roads, 
&0.,  the  more  he  thought  the  publio  treasnn 
would  he  increased,  itr.  L.  oonolnded  by  say- 
ing he  could  not,  in  hia  conscience,  vote  fbr  iht 
bill,  or  for  any  of  the  modifications  proposed, 
however  laudable  and  just  he  admitted  the 
objeots  of  them  to  he. 

Mr.  Masks  said  that  this  hill  introdaced  no 
new  principle.  There  were  many  precedents 
for  it.  He  instanced  the  appropriation,  nMda 
in  1618,  for  the  support  of  the  Connecticut 
Asylum  fbr  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  that  mada 
in  1826  to  a  mmilar  institution  in  Kentncky. 
That  was  the  time,  he  said,  to  have  raised  an 
opposition  to  the  principle,  and  not  now.  He 
instanced  also  the  appropriation  of  ten  thon- 
Aand  dollars  to  the  sufferers  of  Alexandria  by 
the  fire  whioh  some  years  ago  took  plaoe  Oun. 
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There  was  no  differenoe,  he  thought,  between 
appropriating  the  prooeeds  of  the  pnbiio  lands 
direoU?  and  the  laods  theniHelveEi,  as  la  the  case 
is  proposed.  That  ^ipropriation  of  the  pablio 
moner  was  made  aaanimoasly.  He  viewed  this 
case  as  the  gaitlemao  &om  HiBaoori,  (Mr.  Bas- 
TON,)  Hiat  we  ahonld  adopt  tbis  bill  on  the  same 
principla  that  we  make  appropriationa  of  pnbUo 
lands  for  the  snpport  of  sohools  in  the  new  States. 
We  have  (said  Mr.  M.)  passed  a  bill  qipropriat- 
ing  threehandrcd  thoosand  dollars  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Alabiima,  to  aid  her  in  '"BV'"g  internal 
improTementa,  on  the  groond  that  it  fo  also  for 
Mia  benefit  of  Uie  United  States.  Wonld  anj  one 
Teutnre  to  sajr  that  the  olijeot  of  this  btU  is  not 
nuxe  national  and  more  for  the  common  benefit 
than  improTements  in  Alabama  ?  He  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  bill,  as  it  established  no  neif 
principle, 

Hr.  H^YHB  sud,  whenever  he  heard  the  con- 
etitntion  mentioned  on  the  fioor,  he  knew  at 
once  what  its  fate  woold  be — that  it  woold  be 
roted  down.  He  remembered  that  a  vener- 
able Senator  from  I4^orth  Oarolina  formerly  said 
that  the  oonstitation  was  dead  and  bmied.  He 
prononnced  its  funeral  disoouree,  and  it  woTild  be 
now  as  impossible  for  hmnan  talent  to  revive  it, 
as  it  is  for  man  to  r^ae  the  dead.  The  gentle- 
man from  Looisiana  need  not  expect  to  succeed. 


qnences  of  this  decision.  He  was  glad  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  moved  to  cany  out 
the  prindple  of  the  bill  to  its  legitimate  oonae- 
qnencee.  He  proposed,  if  an  appropriation  is 
to  be  made  to  one  Stat«,  that  it  be  extended  to 
alL  That  was  just,  fur,  and  honorable.  He 
wonld  be  dad  the  provisions  of  the  bill  had 
been  extended  farther,  so  as  to  embrace  everj- 
charin  in  the  country,  and  to  give  each  a 
township.  This  is  the  trne  question  —  the 
length:,  depth,  and  breadth  of  the  prindple. 
'What  difference  shonld  be  made  between  a 


view  than  to  extend  the  blessings  of  ednoation . 
bat  why  not  also  make  appropriations  for 
Inuatio  asylnms  I  why  not  provide  for  Uie  aged 
and  poor !  He  did  not  allude,  of  conrse,  to 
tiia  army  and  navy,  (that  was  a  different 
qaeatton,)  but  to  the  aged  and  destitute  of  the 
Xlnited  States.  Oonld  any  thing  be  more  god- 
like than  to  relieve  them !  Why  not  indnde, 
also,  alms-hooses,  and  go  on  through  sU  the 
oirolea  of  pnblie  and  pnvate  oalamitiasl 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
SCabks)  stid  we  had  ^ven  doDations  to  people 
irho  suffered  by  fire  m  Alexandria,  and  asked, 
flhoold  any  difference  be  made  in  appropriations 
of  land  and  money.  And  are  we  thns  (asked 
Hr.  H.)  to  provide  for  persons  who  have  soSbred 
from  the  elements  by  land  or  sea — for  all  who 
have  roet  with  misfortnne — are  all  to  be  pro- 
Tided  fort  What  will  this  end  mt  The 
United  States  will  then  have  inrisdiotion  of  all 
(diarities  in  the  ooontry,  and  next  be  called 
VouX— 8S 


npon  to  make  appropriations  for  them.  He 
sud  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  oonstitn- 
tional  question,  bnt  to  state  the  principle  which 
we  mnst  act  npon  hereafter,  if  this  bill  is  passed. 
Precedents  have  been  quoted  to  snpport  the  bill, 
which  in  tnm  will  become  precedent  for  anoth- 
er exercise  of  a  greater  power.  He  wished  to 
explain  the  responsibihty  which  gentlemen 
would  have  to  act  under  in  supporting  the  bill, 
and  on  the  third  reading  of  it  he  woold  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Vir.  Foot  asked  a  division  of  the  amendment. 
He  wished  to  separate  the  appropriations  for 
institutions  already  ohartered  from  those  in- 
tended for  Aiture  institutions. 

The  question  on  the  several  amendments  was 
put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Ur.  H0E1H1.SY  moved  an  amendment  going 
to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  select  from  among  the  lands  snUeot 
to  entry  at  private  sale  the  township  of  Imd 
granted  to  any  State  within  which  such  lands 
may  lie ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Babton  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill 
"  and  the  institutions  hereaAer  incorporated 
shall  sell  said  townships  within  five  years  after 
their  inoorporation ;"  which  was  also  agreed 
to. 

Ur.  NoBut,  with  a  view  to  aS<xA  the  Senate 
further  lime  for  reflection  on  the  amendments, 
moved  that  they  should  be  printed,  aod,  with 
the  bill,  laid  on  the  table ;  whioh  was  agreed 
to — ayes  96. 
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being  takra  up  fbr  a  seccaid  reading, 

Mr.  HAxm,  in  explanataon  of  the  bill,  stated 
the  praotioe,  whiiA  now  prevails,  of  fniiiiahing 
supplies  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  pnblic 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The  pres- 
ent mode  of  making  the  usual  supplies  is,  sud 
he,  from  the  stores  of  the  pursers,  who  distrib- 
ute and  make  the  necessary  purchases  on  their 
own  account.  TMs  practice  tends  to  proftue- 
ness.  as  the  purser  is  induced  to  pass  off  as 
much  as  he  possibly  can,  no  matter  at  bow 
high  a  price  he  may  lay  his  stores  np.  There 
were  many  other  abases,  which,  taken  alto- 
gether, render  a  change  necessary,  and  it  is  to 
remedy  theee  evils  in  the  system  that  Qie  bill 
is  recommended.    It  is  proposed  that  the  sap- 

Silies  nsnally  f^imlshed  oy  parserH,  shall  be  in 
utnre  laid  in  by  Oovemment,  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department,  and  shall  be 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  purser  of  the  ship, 
who  b  to  furnish  them  to  the  officers  and  crew, 
aocording  to  the  aocustomed  mode  of  requisition, 
and  at  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
prime  cost  of  snob  supplies,  Forsera  are  re- 
quired to  acooont  and  are  held  responsible  for 
all  euppliee  oonfided  to  tiiur  care;  and  tboy 
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are  alw  boimd  to  pve  such  seoarity  bb  wiH  be 
tUtiBCactorj  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sbyj  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties.  The 
bill  propoees  to  ohaoge  the  compeoBalioa  of 
pursers  to  a  filed  anututl  wlary,  which  is  to  be 
ffradoated  aooordiug  to  the  rank  of  the  reesel 
iDtbeliue.  AdistiLctioniBalaoiHiqKModtobe 
made  between  their  pay  while  at  sea,  or  on 
land  service.  Thoaer^fmattona  have  been  made 
on  JQst  and  moderate  piinciples.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  in  authorized  to  nuke  mch 
other  reffnlations  as  he  may  oooeider  neceesary 
to  give  roll  eSeot  to  the  proviBioDs  of  the  bill. 
llieae  views  which  be  had  expressed^  Mr.  E. 
Bud,  were  coDonrrod  in  b;  the  Oommisnoners 
of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  believed,  if  acted  npon, 
would  promote  the  comfort  of  tlie  crews  of  oui' 
armed  vessels ;  wonid  prevent  abosM,  and  save 
money  to  the  ooontry, 

Mr.  Houoa  inquired  why  the  supplies  shonld 
not  be  diatribotea  to  tlie  offloera  and  crews  at 
the  invoice  prices  of  them,  since  it  was  proposed 
by  the  bill  to  give  a  per  annnm  compeLLsation  to 
the  pursers,  and  why  ten  per  cent  was  fixed 
upon  as  an  advance  apoit  them  t 

Mr.  Hlttie  replied,  that  the  committee  aipe- 
rienoed  some  dimcnlty  in  settling  this  matter, 
as  soKgested  by  the  gentleman  from  Kaine.  He 
conMdered  the  per  oentam  fixed  npon  as  jnst 
and  necessary :  for,  suppose  (saJd  Mr,  H.)  the 
United  States  ongbt  not  to  make  any  thing  in 
Atmlsbing  the  eapplias,  was  it  not  known  that 
many  articles  of  sea  stores  were  perishable  t 
The  committee  donbtod  whether  ten  per  cent, 
wonld  be  soScient  to  meet  contingent  losses. 
Some  thought  that  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent 
wonld  be  httle  enough. 

Mr.  Foot  remarked,  that  the  compensation 
to  pnrsers,  as  speoifled  in  tbe  fourth  section  of 
the  bill,  was  different.  It  is  proposed  to  give  a 
purser  on  board  of  a  ship  of  the  line  at  tike 
rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
vear ;  on  board  of  a  frigate,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars :  on  board  of  a  sloop  of  war,  one  iJionsand 
fix  hundred  dollars ;  and  on  board  of  any 
other  vessel,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  F.  said  he  knew  no  reason  why  a  purser  of 
a  ship  of  the  line  who  has  the  best  acoommoda- 
tions,  who  undergoes  no  more  risk  t^an,  and 
is  liable  only  to  the  same  penalty  as,  the  parser 
of  a  frigate,  sbonld  have  a  larger  compensa- 
tion; nor,  on  the  same  principle,  could  he  see 
why  the  purser  of  a  sloop  of  war  shonld  have 
a  smaller  compensation  than  the  parser  of  a 

ui  small  vessels.  In  vesselslesB  than  half  the  size, 
and  less  than  half  the  crew  of  the  ship  c^the  line, 
the  penalty  and  risk  were  tbe  same.  If  the 
oblect  is  to  psy  for  Berrioes,  liey  are  all  en- 
titled to  the  same  sum. 

Mr.  Hatkb  said  that  the  compensation  was 
intended  to  be  graduated  on  the  responsibility 
and  trnst  of  the  pursers.  Is  it  not  manifest 
tbat,  in  a  large  ship,  the  trouble  and  responsi- 
bility will  be  doable  that  of  a  small  vessel  t  It 
was  tilts  consideration  which  suggested  the  dis- 
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crimination  in  their  salaries.  Whenever  pms- 
ers  are  on  shore  in  the  discbarge  of  their  duty 
at  a  navy  yard  or  station,  the  bill  provides  that 
they  sh^  receive  the  same  pay  as  pnners  on 
bosid  a  ftigate ;  and,  while  absent  on  leave,  <k 
waiting  orders,  or  absent  on  ftirlongh,  they 
shall  receive  the  same  allowanaee  made  to  li^i- 
tenantfl  under  the  same  circomstancos.  Thees 
were  the  views  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AKirs,  and  were  recommended  by  tbe  Navy 
Oommisaonen  as  Jndidons  regulations. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  in  referenoe  to  that  part 
of  the  fonrch  section  which  provides  that  each 
purser  ahall  receive  the  same  pay  as  when  cm 
Doard  of  his  ship,  while  settling  his  aceonnta  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  that,  as  the  «ipaae» 
were  eqnal,  the  compensation  oag^i  to  be  the 
same. 

Mr.  HATira  s^d  it  was  intended  to  sninMMe 
the  oontinuaoce  of  the  cruise,  at  the  end  of  the 
craise ;  to  consider  the  purser,  with  reepect  to 
bis  compensation,  still  on  a  cruise,  as  his  labor 
and  responsibility  were  the  same.  If  the  fint 
prinai[de  graduating  the  nay  of  porseta)  was  a 
correct  one,  then  ttus  followed  as  a  le^timate 
conaeqnence. 

Mr.  HouoB  sud  he  was  not  satisfied  with 
these  reasons.  If  tbe  pnrwr  of  a  lar^  ship 
was  longer  settling  his  acconntfi  than  the  pnistt 
of  a  small  vessel,  then  there  ought  to  be  no  dis- 

Mr.  E^isE,  In  reply,  referred  Qie  gentleman 
to  the  proviso  in  the  foorth  section  m  the  biQ, 
which  fimits  the  time  of  remaiiiing  at  the  seat 
of  Government  to  one  month. 

Mr.  DiOKXBsos  said  the  bill  proposed  to  allow 
parsers  absent  on  leave^  waitmg  orders,  or  on 
a  Airloogb,  the  same  pay  and  allowances  made 
to  lieatenanta  under  tiie  same  dronmstanoe^ 
He  vrished  to  know  what  Uentauouts  did  le- 

Mr.  Hatbb  replied  that  they  received  half 
pay. 

Mr.  BioEKBSON  Bud  tiiat  abuses  in  this  respect 
preruled.  He  considered  the  allowance  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  pursers  while  in  the  navr 
yard,  was  too  great.  He  sabmitted  that  Boek 
compensation  to  pnners,  while  not  on  actoil 
service,  was  too  great. 

Mr.  H&mx  said,  motives  of  economy  sng- 
gested  this  provision.  The  moment  they  omne 
on  shore  they  are  attached  to  the  navy  yard, 
and,  while  absent  on  Au-loogb,  they  are  to  rC- 
ooive  the  same  as  lieufenants,  who  receive  bat 
five  hundred  dollars  while  absent,  &c.  It  was 
indispensable  to  allow  tbem  something  while 
not  at  sea,  in  order  to  keep  op  thdr  oonaeotion 
with  the  navy.  This  (sud  Mr.  H.)  is  dtA^ 
nothing  more  than  we  onriit  to  do.  Tbe  j 
sboBes  referred  to  by  Mr.  D.  wonld  be  cor-  ' 
rected  under  the  bill,  as  the  Secretly  of  the 
Navy  was  thus  empowered. 

Mr.  DioxKBsoK  did  not  believe  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  them  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  their  conneotion  with  the  navy. 
They  will  willingly  nmaia  is  the  ranks  without 
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it,  and  he  thooght  it  was  improper  to  p«j  them 
Tnile  off  duty.  That  a  whole  corps  dionld  be 
paid  at  all  times  when  out  of  aervioe  he  could 
not  agree,  and  woold  therefore  Yot«  against  the 
provision. 

Ur.  Foot  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
bill  fixing  the  oompeDaation  for  pnrsen,  vhUe 
Bettling  £eir  acconnta  at  the  seat  of  Oovemment, 
BO  that  eaoh  purser  ahonid,  in  that  caae,  hare 
the  pay  of  a  purser  of  a  sloop  of  wtir.  Here 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  responribility 
of  an;r,  A°d  he  thought  the  compenaaUon  of  fdl 
ahoold  be  the  same. 

Mr.  Hatkb  sud  he  would  not  ol^eot  to  this 
Kmeudment.  The  argument  waa  strong  that 
the  compensatioa  of  all  should  be  as  their 
tronbtes  are,  the  same.  The  rate  of  a  sloop  of 
war  was  a  tair  medium  between  a  ahip  and  a- 
schooner. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Foot  said  there  was  great  inequalitj,  if 
not  injustice,  in  graduating  the  pay  of  pursers 
as  proposed  in  the  foail£  section  of  the  bill. 
If  a  purser  of  a  frigate  is  to  have  two  thousand 
dollara,  whj  ahonid  so  wide  a  distinction  be 
made  between  the  purser  of  a  ehip  of  the  line, 
who  is  to  receive  two  thousand  five  hnndred 
dollars,  and  of  a  sloop  of  war,  who  is  to  re- 
ceive only  one  thousand  six  hmidred  dollars  T 
I  presume,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  a  purser  on  board  of  a 
sloop  of  war,  on  the  West  India  station,  would 
bftve  ^reat  reason  to  complun ;  for  although 
there  IS  more  responsibility  as  to  the  isaoiDg  of 
tlie  snppliee,  yet  on  the  bond  there  is  the  same 
rewoaaibility. 

Pursers  ought  not  to  be  reduced  in  rank ;  bnt 
there  may  be  pnrsen  who  have  been  long  in 
the  service  in  small  vesselA,  and  he  ther^ore 
thought  so  great  a  distinction  aa  this  ought  not 
to  be  kept  up. 

Mr.  F.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that, 
instead  of  giving,  aa  it  now  propoaea,  one  thon- 
sand  six  hundred  dollars  to  me  purser  of  a  sloop 
of  war,  "and  one  thousand  three  hnndred  dollars 
to  the  purser  of  any  other  vessel,"  it  should 
read,  and  "  to  the  purser  on  board  of  a  sloop  of 
war  "  or  "  of  any  other  vessel,  one  thoosandflve 
hundred  dollara  per  annnm." 

Mr.  Hatkb  opposed  thia  amendment  The 
committee  had  fixed  qpon  the  grodnation  of  the 

eiy  proposed  in  the  bill  as  recommended  by  the 
avy  Oommissionera.  He  considered  the  rates 
were  reasonable,  and  showed  they  were  propor- 
tioned aa  nearly  as  could  be  to  the  trouble  and 
reflponsibilitj  incurred  by  the  respective  officers. 

The  amendment  waa  negatived. 

Kr.  Foot  moved  to  amend  the  same  section 
BO  as  to  rednoe  the  salary  of  a  parser  of  a  ship 
of  the  line  from  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  to  two  tboosand  dollars,  being  the  ealary 
proposed  for  a  purser  of  a  frigate. 

Mr.  KkYsK  opposed  this  amendment  He 
said  there  could  be  no  better  reason  for  reduc- 
ing the  salarj  of  a  purser  of  a  ship  of  the  tine 
to  that  of  the  purser  of  a  frigate,  than  there 
ia  for  redncing  Uie  latter  to  that  of  a  aloop  of 
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war.  He  dwelt  again  on  the  necessity  of  giving 
an  excess  of  compensation  equivalent  to  the 
greater  degree  of  trooble  and  responsibility 
attached  to  the  office  of  pnrser  of  a  large  ves- 
sel. The  greater  number  of  the  erew  of  large 
vessels  he  adduced  as  an  additional  reason  why 
regard  should  be  had  to  the  consequent  labor 
that  must  be  ande^jone. 

Mr.  Foot  considered  that  the  pay  of  pnrseia 
ought  not  to  be  greater  than  that  of  tite  oom* 
manHing  ofEoers  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  SuTH,  of  Maryland,  said  there  was  no 
principle  whatever  in  the  amendment  Take 
the  case  of  collectors  in  New  York  and  Balti- 
more ;  in  the  former  place  the  collector  has 
donble  the  responsibility,  and  double  the  salary. 

Attar  a  few  observations  from  Mr.  Foot  m 

The  qoeation  on  the  amendmcmt  was  dedded 
in  the  n^^ative. 

Mr.  DiOKXBsoH  aeid  he  was  opposed  to  the 
difference  of  compensation  proposed  in  the  bill 
when  pursers  are  at  sea  and  on  shore.    The  bill 

Sropoaes  to  give  them,  when  discharging  thdr 
nties  at  the  navy  yara,  the  same  pay  as  purs- 
ers of  frigates.  He  oonsidered  this  too  mnoh; 
the  difference  of  the  service  did  not  justify  aaisk 
a  compensation.  He  moved  to  reduce  the  sum 
to  the  pay  of  pnreers  of  sloops  of  war, 

Mr.  WooDBUSY,  admitting  the  responubili^ 
to  be  less  in  snch  oases,  did  not  object  to  the 
reduction,  on  the  part  of  the  Oommittoe  on 
Naval  Affairs. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr,  DioKiBSOH  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  and  while  absent  on  leave,  or  woitijig 
orders,  or  absent  on  furlough,  they  (purser^ 
and  jjlowances  made 


to  lieutenants  under  the  s 
He  thought  that  paying  them  while  not  inaerrioe^ 
was  too  much  tike  pensioning.  He  moved  the 
amendment  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  it, 
although  he  was  aware  of  the  neoesd^  of 
keeping  them  connected  with  the  navy. 

Mr.  SiLasKS  ezpraased  a  bopa  that  the  amend- 
ment wonld  not  prevul,  unless  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  drive  them  oat  of  the 
service  at  once.  They  ought  (said  Mr.  S.  )  to 
be  kept  in  connection  with  the  navy,  and  if 
you  agree  to  thia  proportion,  the  conseqnenoes 
will  be,  they  most  quit  the  servioe.  He  tmsted 
the  Senate  would  not  adopt  it:  for,  if  we  do, 


proposed  pay  aa  more  than  reasonable  and 
just 

Mr.  DioxsBSOV  eaid  he  wotdd  withdraw  hi* 
amendment,  though  he  did  not  think  it  required 
BO  large  a  sum  to  keep  Hie  pnrBera  in  the 

ib,  BiYSK  said,  if  it  had  been  agreed  to, 
the  only  effect  of  it  wonld  be  to  donble  the 
expense  of  the  Government  in  this  respect :  for 
they  would  all,  of  neoestity,  be  attached  to 
some  navy  yard  or  station,  inst«ad  of  being 
allowed  leave  of  absence,  as  heretofore.    The 


whole  bill  has  been  suggested  bj  conndera- 
tioiis  of  reform  In  the  department  of  the  Got- 
enuuent, 

Ut.  Foot  mIA  be  might  b&ve  misapprehended 
the  bill,  but  he  was  ofopinion  that  it  wu  neither 
oalcnlated  to  reform  nor  to  decrease  onr  ei- 
pensea.  The  first  section  of  the  hill  proposee 
that  all  articlee  be  provided  by  GoTemmeat, 
nnder  the  dlreoUon  of  the  Kavy  Department. 
Now,  any  one  whoia  at  aIlaoqn^t«d  with 


ship  mnat  then  have  an  agent,  or  a  new  depart- 
ment most  be  created — a  pnrchasing  depart- 
ment, Ur.  F.  snppoBod. 

3ii.  WooDBUHi  B^d  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  provides  that,  where  there  is  no  navy 
agent  to  make  the  neoessary  porchasea,  the 
purser  shall  be  permitted  to  pnrohase  any  arti- 
cles for  the  nae  of  the  crew,  and  then  only  in 
an  emergency,  and  on  the  authority  of  the 
comman^Dg  officer ;  for  which  purchase  vouch- 
ers will  be  required.  Mr.  W,  stated  that  por- 
ticnlar  initanoee  had  oocnrred  where  Uieir 
emolomeats  had  been  supiwsed  to  reach,  in  a 
year,  eight  or  ten  thousand  doUvs,  and  that  a 
rednotion  wonld  excite  less  general  oompetition 
tor  the  ofGoe. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Thuxbdat,  April  6, 
Pay  <if  I^tnert  in  the  Saoy. 


was  talcen  np,  and  read  the  third  Ijme;  and  the 
qneetion  being  on  its  passa^ 

Ur.  Foot  aaid  that  snfBciant  information  had 
not  been  imparted  to  induce  him  to  agree  to 
the  passage  of  this  bllL  He  had  examined  into 
the  amount  of  oompensation  now  given  to  pars- 
ere,  and  he  found  that  this  bill  proposed  an 
entire  ohEUige  In  relation  to  it.  The  number  of 
pursers  in  the  service,  according  to  the  bine 
book,  is  forty-three,  and  their  oompensatioi), 
at  fax.  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  per  »nniiTn^ 
the  present  allowance,  amoonta  to  twenty-eight 
thonsand  three  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 
By  this  bill  the  oompensation  of  uie  purser  of 
a  ship  of  the  line  is  fixed  at  two  thonsand  five 
honored  dollars  a  year,  while  the  captain  baa 
bnt  one  'dionsaad  nme  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars ;  and  the  pnner  of  a  frigate  m  to  have  two 
thonsand  dollars,  which  also  exceeds  the  pay  of 
a  captain,  unless  he  is  commanding  a  squadron. 
The  purser  on  board  of  a  sloop  of  war  is  to 
have  one  thousand  dz  hundred  dollars,  and  of 
any  other  vessel  one  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars,  both  of  which  salaries  ecceed  that  of  a 
master  commandant,  who,  nnder  the  present 
r^nlations,  receives  but  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars.  Their  pay  is  proposed  to  be 
made  greater^  also,  than  that  of  a  lieutenant, 
who  only  receives  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
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r  annum.  They  are  to  receive,  too,  while  not 
service,  the  same  pay  as  a  lientenant.  Mr.  F. 
sud  he  could  not  see  what  possible  pnblic  ad- 
vantage could  be  derived  man  this  alteration. 
Tbe  whole  number  of  ships  (he  s^d)  was 
twenty-five;  and  allowing  a  purser  to  each, 
the  increase  of  expenditure,  according  to  a 
calculation  he  made,  would  be  thirty-three 
thonsand  three  hundred  dollars  i  the  expense^ 
according  to  the  present  system,  being  twenty- 
eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight}*,  and 
aocordinB  to  the  pronoaed  plan  siity-one  thou- 
sand sixnundred  ana  eighty  dollars.  The  bill 
Eroposes  on  increase  of  pay '  more  than  cme 
undred  per  cent,  of  what  it  now  is,  while  the 
otBoers  who  perform  serrices  at  sea,  with  Ibe 
exception  of  Uie  captain  of  a  squadron,  receive 
not  more  than  the  purser  of  a  second-rate  ves- 
1. 

iir.  H*Tyz  ssid  if  there  was  any  thing  oertun 
the  world,  it  was,  that  tbe  operation  of  this 
bill  would  be  to  reduce  the  compensation  of 
pursers  one-half.  The  object  of  the  couunitlee 
was  to  reduce  their  compensation,  and  there 
was  no  donbt  whatever  but  that  the  bill  would 
produce  that  efibct  Notwithstanding  thi^ 
it  was  very  true  that  the  change  would  produce 
an  additional  charge  on  the  Treasnry.  ilr.  H. 
said  be  would  explain  tbe  subject,  by  statjng 
the  operation  of  the  existing  and  the  prt^osea 
rule,  and  then  gentlemen  could  decide  which 
was  the  betC«r.  It  has  been  felt  as  on  evil,  of 
which  every  one  connected  with  the  navy  has 
compluned,  that  the  crew  have  been  invanably 
divested  of  their  entire  pay  by  the  pursers,  who 
are  authorized  to  lay  up  stores  of  goods,  and 
who  derive  the  greater  part  of  their  compensa- 
tion by  the  sales  of  these  goods  to  the  sailors 
at  advanced  prices. 

The  United  States,  as  has  been  observed, 
allow  a  compensation  to  tbe  pursers ;  bnt  this 
is  not  their  only  compensation :  it  is  the  smalleet 
port  of  it.  They  are  permitted  (swd  Mr.  H.)  to 
carry  out  stores,  and  sell  them  at  a  profit  to 
the  ship's  company ;  and  althongh  attempts  have 
been  roade  to  regulate  these  profits,  they  have, 
on  acme  artJcles,  it  is  known,  amounted  to  sixty 
per  cent.  Under  this  system,  what  mnst  be 
the  effect?  And  he  would  appeal  to  all  who 
were  connected  with  the  nary,  to  those  who 
know  what  etTects  such  causes  would  produce 
on  the  human  character.  He  repeated,  that 
the  purser  was  permitted  to  lay  up  tbe  stora^ 
and,  to  enable  nim  to  do  so,  money  was  ad- 
vanced to  him  by  the  United  Stotea,  By  the 
regulations,  he  is  authorized  to  sell  them  at  a 
percentage;  thus  (Mr.  E.  said)  making  it  his 
mterest  to  purchase  the  goods  at  a  high  pric«^ 
and  to  dispose  of  as  much  as  poesible.  He  is 
not  dependent  on  his  salary,  bnt  on  the  profits 
to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  stores  to  the 
sulora,  who  are  induced  to  purchase  so  much, 
and  at  so  high  a  price,  that,  at  tlie  winding  iqi 
of  their  accounts,  their  pay  is  exhausted  by  the 
purser.  The  operation  of  the  law  (said  Mr.  H.) 
was  cruel  and  unjust  towards  these  men.  wb" 
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were  the  most  liable  of  aoj  to  be  imposed  upon. 
B;  tbe  existing  regnlationa.  the  parser  is  in- 
daced  to  screw  from  the  sailor  his  last  farthing-. 
It  was  impossible  (he  said)  to  Bvoid  fraadj, 
tmder  the  present  ajstem.  The  purser  had  tiie 
opportnnitj  and  the  means  to  In^  ap  the 
stores  at  one  price,  and  charge  them  at  another. 
Ur.  E.  said  be  was  not  authorized  to  say  that 
Encb  a  practice  was  general,  but  one  case  of 
this  character  bad  been,  reported  bj  the  Navj 
Department  It  appeared  on  the  trial  of  a  pars- 
er,  at  a  late  conrt  martial,  that  be  hod  bought 
goods  at  one  dollar  and  SItj  oents,  and  sold  the 
same  at  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  frauds 
of  the  purser  were  detected,  he  was  fomid 
gniltjr,  and  cashiered.  Abnses  bad  been  so  in- 
terwoven in  this  system,  that  thoj  mtist  be 
practised  while  it  continoes.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
understood  the  profits  of  a  purser,  io  this  way, 
for  a  single  year,  were  ten  thonsand  dollars ; 
and  this  was  not  improbable,  for  they  were  not 
reqiured  to  render  an  acconnt  of  their  sales. 
That  sach  abases  did  prevail,  no  gentleman 
would  deny.  By  the  bill,  the  goods  are  to  be 
pnrcbasod  by  the  Govemment,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Navy  Department,  and  famished  to 
the  Boilora  at  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent  in- 
stead of  aUowing  the  parser  to  draw  from  the 
crew  teu  thousand  dollars  beyond  hispay,  aa 
la  the  instanoe  he  had  alluded  to.  Why,  he 
asked,  appoint  pursers  at  a  salary  of  seven  or 
eight  hundred  dollars,  and  pay  diem  the  bal- 
ance out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  hard-work- 
ing sailors,  who.  of  all  others,  required  to  be 
defended  from  imposition  ?  It  was  an  act  of 
common  jastice,  and  it  was  dne  to  our  sailors, 
to  their  comfort  and  happiness,  to  protect  them. 
Ur.  H.  then  recapitnlBted  his  arguments  of 
yesterday,  and,  in  conclusion,  read  an  extract 
ftxim  the  report  of  the  Navy  Oommissioners,  in 
Teconunendatioa  of  the  measure  proposed, 

Mr.  Foot  s^d  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  emoluments  of  pursers  would,  in  many 
instances,  be  reduced  one-half,  nor  was  there 
any  more  doubt  that  their  pay,  when  unem- 
ployed, would  be  increased.  He  admitted  the 
evil  existed,  bnt  he  considered  the  bill  not  cal- 
cnlated  to  remove  it  The  saving  proposed  by 
allowing  the  purser  ten  per  cent,  reminded 
Mm  of  the  saving  made  some  time  sigo  by  the 
B'avy  agent  in  extra  postages.  He  was,  how- 
ever, in  favor  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  bnt 
lie  objected  to  that  port  of  the  bill  increasing 
ibe  pay  of  pursers  to  that  of  the  highest  navy 
cflBcers.  Aa  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would 
not,  in  his  opinion,  correct  the  evil,  and  as  it 
w'onld  cause  an  additional  expense  of  thirty  odd 
thousand  dollars,  if  adopted,  with  an  additional 
ijommiseion  of  ten  per  cent  to  be  allowed  by 
the  United  States,  he  felt  it  Ms  duty  to  oppose 
it^ 

Mr.  Beu.  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground  that 
neither  the  talents  nor  experience  required  to 
perform  the  dntiee  of  purser,  or  the  re^nsi- 
mlity  attached  to  the  ofBce,  Justified  so  high  a 
aalory  as  the  bill  oontenqilated.    Maity  revenoe 


ofBcers  handle  and  are  intrusted  with  more 
money  and  property  than  any  purser,  and  yet 
have  not  a  salary  of  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  Any  person  qualified  to  fill  the 
office  of  clerk,  if  a  man  of  probity,  was  com^ 
petent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  parser.  The 
situation  was  much  sought  after,  as  the  services 
required  were  not  difficult;  and,  if  the  salary 
was  even  less,  we  would  find  many  anxious  to 
accept  of  it,  sufficiently  quahfled.  We  hear 
(said  Mr.  B.)  much  talk  about  reform  and  re- 
trenchment. He  would  be  glad,  he  said,  to 
see  some  of  it  practised. 

Mr.  DiOKEBflON'  said  he  believed  reform  was 
necessary  with  respect  to  pursers,  bnt  he  did 
not  think  this  was  the  l>est  way  to  effect  it, 
by  increasing  their  salaries.  The  abuses  were 
enormous,  and,  to  remedy  them,  he  would  sug- 

Kit,  to  give  to  the  parsers  the  salaries  they 
TO,  ana  inflict  a  penally  on  them  for  what- 
ever abuse  in  office  they  may  be  guilty  o£ 
Let  them  sell  out  the  goods  at  a  fair  price,  and, 
if  they  behave  dishonestiy,  dischorge-or  cashier 
them,  but  do  not  raise  their  salaries  What 
reason,  he  asked,  was  there  for  rising  them  to 
the  grade  of  lieutenants,  when  not  oo  servioet 
Is  it  because  they  have  heretofore  made  too 
moch,  and  we  do  not  like  to  reduce  tfaem  at 
oooe)  Is  it  through  a  desire  to  save,  not  the 
United  Stales,  bat  these  offloerst  If  a  propw 
aocountabiUty  were  enforced,  the  power  of  the 
Department  would  reach  them;  and  he  believed 
their  present  compensation  was  amply  snffldent 
without  inoKsaBing  it  Applications  for  this 
office  were  nnmeroua,  and  it  was  generally 
thought  that  the  office  of  purser  is  me  direct 
rood  to  fortune.  Although  believing  it  to  be 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  produce  a 
reform  of  these  abuses,  yet  considering  the  bill 
ineffectual  for  that  object,  he  would  vote 
against  its  passage ;  and,  as  he  wished  to  record 
his  name,  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Tazbwku.  said  he  would  vote  for  the  bill, 
because  it  was  recommended  by  the  Navy  Oom- 
missioners, althongb  he  hod  himself  bnt  little 
confidence  in  the  success  of  the  eiperimenL 
He  bad  proposed  to  alter  the  rations,  and  to 
assimilate  them  to  those  of  the  French  or 
British  navy,  which,  if  done,  would  render  Ibis 
officer,  if  at  all  necessary,  merely  a  commissary, 
and  would  make  the  seamen  more  seoore,  and 
frauds  less  frequent;  but  others,  more  con- 
versant with  the  matter  than  be  was,  reoom- 
mended  this  bill,  and  be  was  willing  to  make 
the  experiment  This  was  not  a  new  plan.  . 
Oomplfunts  like  the  present  bad  been  formerly 
made  in  relation  to  the  issuing  of  tobacoo--ift 
very  important  article  in  the  consamption/'of 
sailors.  The  pursers  bod  been  in  the  hal^  of 
pnrdiasing  tol>acco  at  high  prices,  charging  ac- 
cordingly, and  made  enormous  profitsj  The 
Government,  to  remedy  the  evil,  purchased  the 
tobacco  for  each  ship,  and,  in  most  Aases,  the 
tobacco,  in  a  few  months,  became  damaged, 
was  condemned,  and  the  purser  had  to  pnroEase 


more.  Such  will  be  the  case  here,  he  feared ; 
and  lay  up  rtorea  bow  and  when  yon  will,  tbey 
will  become  damaged,  and  be  coodemaed,  and 
lomebody  miut  bur  others  in  their  stead,  and 
that  somebodj  will  be  the  parser.  Bat,  w 
navy  offloera  of  experience  have  reoommended 
this  measore,  he  woold  vot«  for  it,  although  be 
had  no  confidence  in  it,  and  bat  lime  in  his  own 
plan.  His  piwMtion  was  to  alter  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  ration,  so  as  to  allow  the 
sailors  to  select  what  Iniarica  Qiey  thought 
proper,  in  lien  of  the  nnneoessaril;  large 
qaantiues  thej'  now  reoelve. 

Mr.  Houota  said  be  was  disposed  to  trj  the 
experimuit.  AH  saw  and  adioitted  the  evil. 
He  wonld  yote  tor  the  bill 

Ur.  BiKTOir  opposed  the  plan  proposed,  aa 
not  oalonlatod  to  effaot  its  object,  althongh,  he 
wae  sore,  soggteted  bj  the  beat  motives.  He 
add,  a  rimilar  ezperiment  was  tried  to  remedy 
the  sboMS  and  unpositions  practised  towards 
the  Indians  by  the  ageata  appointed  to  deliver 
tiiem  their  goods,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Statoe.  That  ezperiment  ooet  the  ooDDtry  three 
hundred  thousand  dollan,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing, thia  had  lasted  for  npwards  of  thirty  years. 
He  recommended  the  pntdiae  adopted  in  the 
anny.  The  soldiers,  he  said,  were  aa  subject  to 
Impoation  as  smlors.  There  they  have  sutlers, 
and  the  soldien  may  pnrchase  from  them,  or 
not,  as  they  please.  In  reply  to  the  ol^eotion 
which  mipit  be  nrged  against  this,  that  ssilors 
being  at  eea  had  no  choice  left,  bat  were 
obliged  to  pnrchase  from  the  pnrserB,  Ur.  B.  said 
that  the  average  time  which  oni  vessels  were 
absent  from  a  port,  was  not  mora  than  three 
months— a  apace  of  time  for  which  they  oonld. 
while  in  port,  ea^y  provide  themselves  in  all 
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Vr.  HxTCT  replied  that,  nnder  the  existing 
nvtem,  all  admitted  that  evils  prevailed,  and 
Uiat  a  remedy  was  required.  When  an  inquiry 
is  made  aa  to  tiie  proper  remedy — and  he  snb- 
mttted  QteJt  every  gentleman  wanted  light  on 
the  mbjeot— ought  we  not,  he  asked,  to  make 
application  for  information  to  those  who  are 
loqnj^nted  with  the  whole  system,  with  the 
natnre  and  extent  of  the  evUs,  and  who  are 
competent  to  recommend  measures  to  correct 
those  evils?  He  thanked  gentlemen  for  giving 
the  Naval  Oommittee  credit  for  good  intentiona, 
however  they  have  failed  in  canying  ihem  into 
effect ;  bat  he  had  to  inform  gentlemen  that  at 
every  step  the  Naval  Oommittee  took,  they  felt 
the  want  of  that  practical  knowledge  of  the 
k  matter  which  waa  necessary  for  Ihw  progress, 
ind  had  to  apply  for  information  to  those  ex- 
wrienced  naval  officer,  the  Conunissioners  of 
"\  Navy.  It  was  in  conformity  with  their 
eetions  and  recommendations  die  provisioas 
TbiU  were  framed,  with  the  exception  of 
Vight  variation.  The  measures  recom- 
mendecL  by  the  gcntJeman  from  New  Jersey 
have  beei)  resorted  to,  and  have  failed  ;  and  he 
would  snb^t  whether,  on  sach  snbjects  aa  this, 
gemtlemen  'finght  not  to  distrast  their  judg- 


ments.   As  to  the  remedy  of  the  gentlMnan 


this  biU,  and  if  he  (Ur.  T.)  wished  to  offra  it, 
there  waa  s  bill  before  the  ooimqittee  to  which 
it  could  be  upended.  He  would  safest  tint 
the  President  shonld  be  authorized  to  alter  the 
rations  from  time  to  time,  and  that  they  Eltoold 
not  be  fiied  by  laws  as  they  now  are.  He 
wonld  not  say  titat  the  rations  of  oar  navy 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  British  (r 
French.  In  the  British  navy,  the  sailors  are 
forced  to  drink  several  quarts  of  beer  a  day,  to 
make  them  red-faced;  and  if  the  genUeman 
wonld  look  into  tiie  rations  of  the  French  navy, 
he  did  not  think  that  he  fMr.  T.)  wonld  iMmsent 
to  put  our  sailors  on  sndli  and  so  small  an  al- 
lowance. 

Hi.  H.  ag^  stated  tlie  benefits  which  would 
result  to  the  saUors,  and  to  the  United  8tat«e^ 
from  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  and  then  pn- 
oeeded  to  notice  the  ot^ectionsof  Mr.  Bkbtob; 
who  had  remarked  that  the  experiment  mo- 
posed  had  been  tried  with  the  Indians,  and  had 
fiuled.  There  was  a  wide  difference,  (said  Ur. 
H.  ;)  there  was  no  Bnal<^  whatever  between 
the  two  cased.  In  this  bul  guards  are  proposed 
which  will  effbotually  prevent  any  sboses.  The 
SQpplies  are  to  be  Md  np  on  requisition,  on  the 
order  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  will  be 
snbjeot  to  insneotion.  An  invoice  of  them  ia  to 
be  given  to  the  commander  cf  the  ship  aod  to 
the  parser,  who  Is  to  give  a  receipt  f<H-  thwn, 
when  confided  to  his  oare.  He  is  uen  beJd  re- 
sponsible for  all,  and  has  to  keep  r^^nlar  ao- 
oonnta  with  the  officers  and  crew.  It  ia  thus 
impossible  that  the  stores  will  not  be  laid  in 
well,  and  that  any  frauds  or  impodtion  can  take 
place.  The  sitnation  of  s^ors  and  soldien 
was,  he  said,  qnite  different.  The  soldier  may 
purchase  frcm  the  sutler  or  not,  as  he  pleue^ 
as  he  has  another  vender  to  resort  to ;  bat  the 
sailor  has  no  anch  chance — tliereis  no  competi- 
tion at  sea — the  purser  has  all  in  his  power. 
When  on  shore  he  may  act  as  the  soldier.  This 
bill  may  not  (said  Mr.  H.)  sncceed;  bnt  aa 
those  moet  skilled  in  snch  matters  advise  that 
it  will  remedy  an  ezistdng  evil,  the  committee 
thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  it  before  the  S^iate. 

Vx.  Foot  aidd  that  the  bill  wonld  canse  an 

crease  not  only  of  the  expense  of  parsers,  bnt 
an  increase  of  expenses,  ezduaive  of  Uiat,  to 
the  United  States.  If  sugar  is  laid  up  here  at 
twelve  and  half  cents  a  pound,  and  the  vessd 
sails  for  the  West  Indies,  there  sugar  of  the  same 
qnali^  can  be  had  for  two  and  a  half  oenta  a 
ponnd.  Slops,  aa  tbey  are  called,  conbepni- 
chased  in  the  Uediterranean  much  cheaper  than 
here ;  yet  by  each  of  these  the  United  States 
')e  a  loser.  He  saggested  to  fix  the  pre- 
at  ten  per  cent  on  isanee,  and  to  let  the 

_^  insation  of  pursers  stand  as  it  now  ia. 

Ifr.  Bmit^  of  Maryland,  said  that  be  under- 
stood the  chairman  of  the  committee  (Ur. 
Eatbi:}  to  state  that  the  money  waa  advanced 
by  Qovernmwt  in  long  voyages  Sajqwee,  thien, 
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ikti  a  Tssael  goes  to  the  Pacific  for  three  joan, 
aai  that  Qoveramant  advaooee  thirty  thooBftnd 
dollars,  the  intereat  on  that  Hom  woold  be  eqn^l 
to  the  pnraer'B  pay.  la  reply  to  what  bad  been 
Bud  by  Ur.  BnrroN',  Ur.  B.  said  be  was  oorNot 
in  stating  that  the  general  time  of  a  voyage  at 
sea  waa  Ibree  moatha,  bnt  not  so  in  atatmg  that 
■11  a  ioiloT  had  to  do  when  he  arriTed  in  port, 
vaa  to  go  aahore  and  bay  what  he  wanted.  The 
aailor  has  not  money :  be  takes  none  to  sea 
with  bim,  and  if  be  did,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  he  would 
throw  it  overboard,  likely.  Bat  aappoM  Jack 
sska  th«  pDraer  for  ten  doltara;  whether  to  go 
on  shore  for  a  frolio  or  bay  a  coat ;  the  pnraer 
refnaee  him.  Jack  then  saya,  I  want  a  pair  of 
boota.  A  s^or  (aaid  Vx.  8.)  never  wants  boots ; 
but  this  case  bad,  to  bis  tmowledge,  occorred. 
Jack,  of  ooarae,  geta  the  boots ;  he  is  obarged 
fifterai  dollars  for  them ;  he  goee  on  diore  and 
sells  them  for  two  dollars,  all  which  he  spends. 
This  (said  Ur.  S.)  is  in  reply  to  the  remedy 
snggeetod  by  the  gentleman  irota  Uissonri,  and 
thu  woold  be  the  result  of  it  He  said  he  woold 
vote  for  the  bill. 

The  qoeetioD  was  then  pnt  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  ia  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  84  to  10. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  provide  Ibr 
an  excbaogc  of  lands  with  the  Indians  rending 
in  any  of  uie  Btates  or  Territories,  and  for  their 
removal  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Ur.  FfixuNOHnYSBN  moved  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following : 

"  See.  e.  That,  notll  the  said  tribes  or  nationa  shall 
ohooee  to  remove,  u  br  thie  aot  is  eonCemplaled, 
thej  shall  be  protected  m  their  present  poHesslons, 
and  in  the  e^joymeDt  of  aU  their  rights  of  territory 
and  govenunuDt,  aa  heretofore  exercised  and  en- 
joyed, Iroin  lil  inlemiptlons  and  encroachments." 

"Sec.  10.  That,  before  any  removal  sbsll  take 
place  of  any  of  the  s&id  tribes  or  nstiona,  and  be- 
fore any  exchange  or  exchanges  of  land  be  made  as 
aforeeaid,  that  ^e  rights  of  any  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions, in  the  premises,  shall  be  stipnlated  for,  secured, 
Bixd  gnarantied,  by  treaty  or  treaties,  aa  baretofbre 

Ur.  UoEiKLBT  then  renewed  the  amendment 
wbiob  he  heretofore  offered  to  the  4th  section, 
tn  the  following  words ; 

"And  upon  the  payment  of  socb  valna^on,  the 
tmprovemenls  so  vdued  and  paid  for  shall  pais  to 
liw  United  States ;  and  pouesaion  ahall  not  after- 
wards be  permitted  to  any  of  the  aame  tribe." 

Ur.  FBXLiB'eKinBKir  addressed  the  Senate 
ftbont  two  honre,  in  continnation  of  his  speech 
heretofbre  cotnmeaoed,  when  be  gave  way  for 
an  adjoanunent. 

Fbidat,  April  9. 

Semoeal  of  ihe  Indiatu. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands 

with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  of  the  States 

or  teniUaiea,  and  for  tbeir  removal  west  of  the 


river  Missisdppi,  was  reaomed  in  Oomtnittee 
of  the  Whole,  with  the  amendment  ofibred  by 
]£r.  FKKLtxaBnTaxH. 

Ur.  FBXUBoHUTsm  said ;  I  proceed  to  the 
disoDsrion  of  those  prindples  which,  in  my 
hnmble  Jndgmentj  ftiUy  and  clearly  sostain  the 
olaima  of  the  Indiana  to  all  thdr  political  and 
dvil  rights,  as  by  them  asserted.  And  here,  I 
innst  that,  by  immemorial  poeeeesion,  as  the 
original  tenanla  of  the  soil,  they  hold  a  UAo  be- 
yond and  superior  to  the  Briti^  crown  and  her 
colonies  and  to  all  adverse  pretenmons  of  our 
confederation  and  snbeeqoent  Union.  Ood,  in 
hia  providence,  planted  these  tribes  on  this 
Western  continent,  so  &r  as  we  know,  before 
Great  Britain  herself  had  a  potitiaal  existence. 
I  believe,  sir,  it  Is  not  now  serionsly  denied  that 
the  Indians  are  men,  endowed  with  kindred 
facnltiea  and  powers  witit  ourselves ;  that  they 
have  a  place  m  hnman  sympathy,  and  are  jnstjy 
raititlea  to  a  slmre  in  the  oommon  bonnties  of  a 
benignant  Providence.  And,  with  this  con- 
ceded, I  ask  in  what  code  of  the  law  of  nationa, 
or  by  what  process  of  abstract  dedootion,  th^ 
rights  have  been  eitingoished? 

Where  is  the  decree  or  ordinanoe  that  has 
stripped  theee  early  and  first  lords  of  the  soil  I 
Sx,  no  record  of  sach  measnre  can  be  foond. 
And  I  might  triomphantly  rest  the  hopes  «^ 
theae  feeble  firagments  of  once  great  notions 
npon  this  impregnable  fonndation.  However 
mere  human  policy,  or  the  law  of  power,  or  the 
tyrant's  plea  of  e^)edie&(nr,  may  nave  foimd  it 
convenient  at  any  or  in  all  times  to  recede  from 
the  onchangeable  principles  of  eternal  Josdo«^ 
no  aignment  can  shake  the  political  maxim, 
that,  where  Uie  Indian  always  has  been,  he 
rajoys  an  absolDte  right  still  to  be,  in  the  free 
exercise  of  hia  own  modes  of  thought,  govern- 
ment, and  oondoot. 

In  the  light  of  natural  law,  can  a  reason  for 
a  distincticoi  exist  in  the  mode  of  enjoying  that 
which  is  my  own  t  If  I  ose  it  for  hnnting,  mv 
another  take  it  becanse  he  needs  it  for  aertcol- 
tnrel  I  am  aware  that  some  writers  have,  by 
a  system  of  artificial  reasoning,  endeavored  to 
jastify,  or  rather  exonee  the  encroachments 
made  npon  Indian  territory :  and  they  denom- 
inate theee  abatraotdona  the  law  of  nations,  and 
in  this  ready  way  the  qoeation  la  dematehed. 
Sir,  as  we  trace  the  aooroes  of  this  law,  we 
find  its  ontbori^  to  depend  either  npon  the  con- 
ventions or  common  consent  of  n^ons.  -  And 
when,  permit  me  to  inqidre^  were  the  Indian 
tribes  ever  oonsnlted  on  the  eetobliabment  (rf 
snob  a  lawt  Who  ever  represented  them  or 
tbMr interests  inanyOonRressofnadonB,tooon- 
fer  npon  the  pnblic  mlea  of  interoontse,  and 
the  proper  foimdations  of  dominion  and  prop- 
erty! The  plain  matter  of  fact  is,  that  all 
theee  partial  doctrines  have  reanlted  from  the 
selfish  plans  and  parsaits  of  more  enlightened 
nations;  and  it  is  not  matter  for  any  great 
wonder,  that  they  ahonld  so  largely  p^t^e  of 
a  mercenary  and  exclnave  spirit  towtfd  the 
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It  IB,  however,  admitted,  sir,  that,  when  the 
increase  of  popnlation  md  Qie  wants  of  man- 
Icmd  demana  the  caltiTation  of  Uie  earth,  a 
dnty  is  thereby  devolved  upon  the  proprietorB 
of  large  and  nnculUvatAd  regions,  of  devoting 
them  to  such  mefiil  purposes.  Bot  saoh  ap- 
propriations are  to  be  obt^ad  b;  fair  contract, 
and  for  reasonable  compensation.  It  is,  In  sDch 
a  case,  the  dutj  of  the  proprietor  to  sell ;  we 
may  properly  address  his  reason  to  induce  liim ; 
bat  we  cannot  rightfollf  compel  the  oeesion  of 
his  lands,  or  take  them  by  violence,  if  his  con- 
sent be  withheld.  It  is  with  great  satia&ction 
that  I  am  enabled,  npon  the  best  anthoritf ,  to 
affirm,  that  this  dnty  has  been  largely  and  On- 
erously met  and  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  the 
ahoripnal  proprietors  of  this  continent.  Sev- 
eral years  ago,  o£Bcial  reports  to  Oongress 
■tat«d  the  amount  of  Indian  grants  to  the 
United  States  to  exceed  two  hnndred  and  four- 
teen nuUions  of  acres.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  ac- 
qoiredp  and  now  own,  more  land  as  the  frnita 
of  their  bonnty  than  ire  shall  dispose  of  at  the 
present  rate  to  actoal  settJers  in  two  hnndred 
years.  For,  very  recently,  it  has  been  asoer- 
tained,  on  this  floor,  that  onr  public  sales  aver- 
age not  more  than  about  one  million  of  acres 
Boniially.  It  greatly  aggravates  the  wrong  that 
1b  now  meditated  ag^nst  these  tribes,  to  snr- 
vey  the  rich  and  snipie  districts  of  their  terri- 
tories, that  either  force  or  peraaanon  have  in- 
corporated into  onr  public  domains.  As  the 
tide  of  our  population  has  rolled  on,  we  have 
added  purchase  to  porobase.  The  confiding 
Indian  listened  to  onr  professions  of  irienf 
ship :  we  called  him  brother,  and  he  believed 
us.  Hillions  after  millions  he  has  yielded  to 
our  importunity,  until  we  have  acqaired  more 
than  can  be  cultivated  in  centuries — and  yet 
we  crave  more.  We  have  crowded  the  tribes 
upon  a  few  miserable  acres  on  oar  Southern 
minlJer :  it  is  all  that  is  left  to  them  of  their 
once  boundlenB  forests :  and  etill,  Uke  the 
borBe-leeob,  oar  insatiated  oapidity  cries,  give! 
give  I 

Before  I  proceed  to  deduce  ooUat«ral  confir- 
mations of  this  orif^nal  title,  from  all  onr  politi- 
cal intercourse  and  conventjons  with  the  Uidian 
tribes,  I  beg  leave  to  pause  a  moment,  and  view 
the  case  as  it  lies  beyond  the  treaties  made 
with  them:  and  aude  also  from  all  coofioting 
clfums  between  the  confederation,  and  the 
ooloniea,  and  the  Congress  of  the  States.  Our 
anoest^ira  found  these  people,  far  removed  from 
the  commotions  of  Enrope,  exercising  all  the 
rights,  and  enjoying  the  privileges,  of  free  and 
independent  sovereigns  of  this  new  world. 
They  were  not  a  wild  and  lawless  horde  of 
banditti,  but  lived  under  the  restraints  of  gov- 
emment,  patriarchal  in  its  charact«r,  and  ener- 
getao  in  its  influence.  They  had  onie&,  head 
men,  and  councils.  The  white  men,  the  au- 
thors of  all  their  wrongs,  approached  them  as 
friends — they  extended  the  olive  branch ;  and, 
being  then  a  feeble  colony  and  at  the  meroy  of 
the  native  tenants  of  the  soil,  by  presente  and 


ifeeuous,  propitiated  their  good  wilL  Hw 
Indian  yielded  a  slow,  but  snbst&ntial  mnfi- 
dence;  granted  to  the  colonists  as  abiding 
place ;  and  suffered  them  to  grow  up  to  man'a 
estate  beside  him.  He  never  raised  the  claim 
of  elder  title:  as  the  white  man's  wants  in- 
creased, he  opened  the  hand  of  his  boun^ 
wider  and  wider.  By  and  by,  conditions  aie 
changed.  His  people  melt  away;  bis  lands 
are  eonstantly  coveted ;  millions  after  milliMia 
are  oeded.  The  Indian  bean  it  all  meekly; 
he  oomplains,  indeed,  as  well  he  may ;  iMit 
suffers  on ;  and  now  he  finds  that  this  nei^- 
bor,  whom  his  kindness  had  noarished,  has 
spread  an  adverse  title  over  the  last  leoiaijia 
of  his  patrimony,  barely  adeqoate  to  his  wants, 
and  turns  upon  him,  and  says,  "awayl  we  eva- 
not  endure  you  so  near  us  I  These  fbraets  and 
rivers,  these  groves  of  yonr  fathers,  these  fir»- 
sides  and  hunting  grounds,  are  ours  by  the  right 
of  power,  and  the  force  of  numbers."  Sir,  let 
every  treaty  be  blotted  from  onr  records,  and 
in  the  Jnd^ent  of  natural  and  unchanseahle 
truth  and  Justice,  I  ask,  who  is  the  ii^nred,  and 
who  is  the  aggreesort  Let  oonsdence  answer, 
and  I  fear  not  the  result  8ir,  let  those  who 
please,  denounce  the  public  feeling  on  this  sub- 
ject as  the  morbid  excitement  of  a  false  hu- 
manity; but  Iretumwithtiie  inquiry,  whether 
I  have  not  presented  the  case  tmly,  with  no 
feature  of  it  overchaiwd  or  distorted  f  And,  in 
view  of  it,  who  can  help  feeling,  sirt  Do  the 
obligations  of  Jastioe  change  with  the  color  of 
the  skin  t  Is  it  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
whit«  man,  that  he  may  disregard  the  dictates 
of  moral  principles,  when  an  Indian  shall  be 
concerned  t  No,  sir.  In  that  severe  and  im- 
partial semtiny  which  fbtnrity  will  cast  over 
this  subject,  the  righteous  reward  will  be,  that 
those  very  causes  which  are  now  pleaded  for 
the  relaxed  enforcement  of  the  rules  of  eqnity, 
urged  npon  ns  not  only  a  rigid  execution  of  the 
highest  justioe,  to  the  ven'  letter,  but  clumed  at 
our  hands  a  generons  and  magnanimous  policy. 

Standing  here,  then,  on  this  unshaken  bsNS, 
how  is  it  posuble  tiiat  even  a  shadow  of  claim 
to  smI,  or  jurisdiction,  can  be  derived,  by  ftmn- 
ing  a  collateral  iBsae  between  the  State  ol 
Georgia  and  the  General  Government!  H«r 
oompiaint  is  made  agunst  the  United  States,  for 
encroachments  on  her  sovereipit^r-  Sii",  th^ 
Oherokees  are  no  psrties  to  this  issue ;  they 
have  no  part  in  this  controversy.  They  hold 
by  bett«r  title  than  either  Georgia  or  the  Union. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  State  eovereignty, 
or  United  States  sovereignty.  They  are  above 
and  beyond  both.  Tme,  dr,  they  have  made 
treaties  with  both,  but  not  to  acquire  title  or 
jurisdiction ;  these  they  bad  before — ages  befbra 
the  evil  hour  to  them,  when  their  white 
brothers  fled  to  them  for  an  asylum.  They 
treated  to  secure  protection  and  guarantee  for 
subsisting  powers  and  privileges ;  and  bo  br  as 
those  conventions  raise  obligations,  tbey  are 
willing  to  meet,  and  always  have  met,  and  f^th- 
fnlly  pu^Fbrmed  them ;  aod  now  ei^aot  from  * 
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gr«&t  people^  the  tike  fidelitj  to  plighted  oove- 
nantB. 

I  have  thus  endeAvored  to  bring  this  qnestion 
np  to  the  noutrol  of  flnrt  priadplM,  I  forget 
ah  that  we  have  pramiaed,  and  all  tiiat  Georgia 
has  repeBtedl;  couoeded,  and,  by  her  condnot, 
OMifirmed.  Sir,  in  this  abstract  presentation 
of  the  case,  atripped  of  everf  oollateral  oircom- 
stanee — and  these  only  the  more  firmly  estab- 
lished the  Indian  clums — thns  regarded,  if  the 
contending  psrtiea  were  to  eiohange  poritiooa ; 

Cb  the  white  man  where  the  Indian  stands; 
him  with  all  these  wron^  and  what  path 
would  his  outraged  feelings  Btriie  oat  for  his 
career  t  Twenty  shillingB  tax,  I  think  it  was. 
imposed  npon  tiie  immortal  Hampden,  roused 
into  activity  the  slambering  fires  of  liberty  in  the 
old  world,  from  which  she  dat««  a  xloriooa 
epoch,  whoee  healthAil  inflnenoe  still  cherishes 
the  spirit  of  freedom.  A  few  pence  of  doty 
on  tea,  that  invaded  no  fireride,  excited  no 
fears,  disturbed  no  snbatantial  interest  what^ 
ever,  awakened  in  the  American  colonies  a 


directly  to  oppressive  ezactions.  "  So  taxation 
vLtbont  representation "  became  oar  motto. 
We  wonld  neither  pay  the  tax  nor  drink  the 
tea.  Our  fathers  buckled  on  their  armor,  and, 
from  the  water's  edge,  repelled  the  encroach- 
ments of  a  misanided  cabinet.  We  socoess- 
fblly  and  triumwiantly  contended  for  the  very 
rights  and  privileges  Uiat  our  Indian  neighbors 
now  implore  ua  to  protect  and  to  nreserve  to 
them.  Bir,  this  thought  invests  tiie  snbject 
mider  debate  with  most  singular  and  moment- 
oub  interest  We,  whom  Qod  has  exalted  to 
tlie  very  summit  of  prosperity — whose  brief 
osreer  forms  the  brightest  page  in  history ;  the 
wonder  and  praise  of  the  world;  freedom's 
hope,  and  her  oonsolation ;  wA,  about  to  turn 
bwton  to  our  prindpl^  and  our  fame — about 
to  become  the  oppreaaors  of  the  fteble,  and  to 
cast  away  onr  birthright  1  Sir,  I  hope  for  bet- 
ter feelings. 

It  is  a  subject  &xll  of  grateful  satisfaction, 
tiiat,  in  our  public  intercourse  with  the  In- 
diana ever  sinoe  the  first  colonies  of  white  men 
fbnnd  an  abode  on  Qusae  Western  shores,  we 
have  distinctly  recognised  their  title ;  treated 
with  them  as  owners,  and  in  all  our  acquisitions 
of  territory,  applied  ourselves  to  these  ancient 
proprietors,  by  purchase  and  cession  alone,  to 
obtam  the  right  of  soil.  81r,  (add  Mr.  F.,)  I 
ohalleuge  the  record  of  any  other  or  different 
pretension.  When,  or  where,  did  any  assembly 
<w  convention  meet  which  proclaimed  or  even 
BDggeeted  to  these  tribes,  that  the  right  of  dis- 
covery oout^ed  a  superior  efBcacy  over  all 
prior  titles  t 

And  our  reo^pitJon  was  not  confined  to  the 
soil  merely.  We  regarded  them  as  nations — 
far  behind  na  indeed  in  dvilization,  but  still 
we  respected  their  forms  of  government— we 


oonfbrmed  onr  conduct  to  tbeir  notions  of  civil 
pohcy.  We  were  aware  of  the  potency  of  any 
edict  that  sprang  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
Donncilfire;  and  when  we  desired  lands,  or  peace, 
or  alliances,  to  this  source  of  power  and  energy, 
to  this  great  lever  of  Indiak  government  we 
addressed  onr  proposals — to  this  alone  did  we 
look ;  and  from  this  did  we  exfiect  ud  or  relief. 
I  now  proceed,  very  briefly,  to  trace  our  pub- 
lic hiiitory  in  these  important  connections.  As 
early  as  1T63,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  to  his  American  colonies 
and  dependencies,  which,  in  dear  and  decided 
terms,  and  in  the  spirit  of  honorable  regard  for 
Indian  privileges,  declared  the  opimona  of  the 
crown  and  the  duties  of  its  anbjccts.  The  pre- 
amble to  that  part  of  this  document  which  oon- 
oems  Indian  affairs,  is  coached  in  t«rm8  that 
cannot  be  misnnderstood.  I  give  a  little  ex- 
tract :  "  And  whereas  it  Is  Jnat  and  reasonable 
and  essential  to  onr  interests  and  the  security 
of  onr  Dolonies,  that  the  several  nations  or  tribes 
of  Indians  with  whom  we  are  connected,  and 
who  live  under  onr  protection,  ahoQld  not  bcr  , 
molested  or  diatnrbed  in  the  poBsessioo  of  snch 

Earts  of  onr  dominions  and  territories,  as,  not 
aring  been  ceded  to  or  nnrchased  by  na,  are 
reserved  to  them  or  any  of  them  as  their  hunt- 
ing grounds,"  therefore,  the  QoTeroorB  of  colo- 
nies are  prohibited,  npon  any  pretence  what- 
ever, fi\)m  granting  any  warrants  of  snrvey,  or 
passing  any  patents  for  lauds,  "  upon  any  lauds 
whatever,  which,  not  having  been  ceded  or 
pnrchoHea,  were  reserved  to  the  said  Indians ; " 
and,  by  another  injunation  in  the  same  procla- 
mation, "  all  persona  whatever,  who  have  either 
wilfrtlly  or  inadvertently  seated  themselves 
upon  any  lands,  which,  not  having  been  ceded 
to,  or  purchased  by  the  crown,  were  reserved 
to  the  Indians  as  foresaid,  are  strictly  ei^oined 
and  reqatred  to  remove  themselves  frum  snc^ 
settlements." 

This  royal  ordinanoe  is  an  unqualified  odmis- 
don  of  every  principle  that  is  now  n^ed  in 
favor  of  the  liberties  and  rights  of  these  tribes. 
It  refers  to  them  as  nations  that  had  put  them- 
selvee  under  the  protection  of  the  crown ;  and 
advertine  to  the  lact  that  their  lands  had  not 
been  ceded  or  purchased,  it  freely  and  justly 
runs  out  the  inevitable  oonclndon,  tiiat  they  are 
reserved  to  these  nations  sa  their  property ;  and 
forbids  all  surveys  and  patents,  ana  warns  off 
all  intruders  and  trespassers.  Sir,  this  contains 
the  epitome  of  Indian  history  and  title.  No 
king,  colony.  State,  or  territory,  ever  made,  or 
attempted  to  make,  a  grant  or  title  to  the  In- 
dians, but  nniveraally  and  perpetually  derived 
tbeir  titles  from  them.  This  one  fact  that 
stands  forth  broadly  on  the  page  of  Indian 
history,  which  neither  kings  nor  oolonies — 
neither  lords  proprietors,  nor  diplomatic  agents, 
have,  on  any  single  occa^on,  disputed,  is  alone 
sniGoient  to  demolish  the  whole  system  of  politi- 
cal pretensions,  coiunred  up  in  modem  times,  to 
drive  the  poor  Iniuan  from  the  last  reftiga  of 
his  hopes. 
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The  next  important  era  in  the  order  of  time 
rel*t«a  h>  the  dispute  of  the  colonies  witli  Great 
Britun.  The  attention  of  Uie  CooKrew  on  the 
eve  of  th&t  conflict  was  called  to  toe  ntnalioD 
of  the«e  tribes,  and  tlieir  dispositioiu  on  that 
interesting  subject  Then,  nr,  we  approached 
them  as  independent  nations,  with  the  ao- 
knowledged  power  to  form  alliances  witli  or 
agabat  hb.  For,  in  Jnne,  1T7G,  our  Congress 
resolved,  "  That  the  Oommitbee  for  ladian 
Affairs  do  prepare  proper  talks  to  the  several 
tribes  of  Indiana  for  engaging  the  ooDtlnaance 
of  their  friendship  to  as,  and  nentralit;  in  oor 
present  nnhappf  diroate  with  Great  Brittun." 
Again,  on  the  12th  Jnly,  1775,  a  report  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to,  with  the  following 
clause  at  its  head '.  "  That  the  securing  and  pre- 
serving Ota  friendship  of  the  Indian  nations, 
appears  to  be  a  sabjeot  of  the  ntmost  moment  to 
these  colonies."  And,  sir,  the  jonmals  of  that 
eventAil  period  of  oor  history  are  ftill  of  reooln- 
tions,  all  of  which  indicate  the  same  opinions  of 
those  iUnstrions  statesmen,  respecting  the  nn- 
qnestjoned  sovereignty  of  the  Indians.  I  for- 
bear Airther  detuls.  After  the  RevolntioD,  and 
in  the  eighth  jear  of  onr  Independence,  in  the 
month  of  September,  A  D.  178S,  the  Congress 
again  took  ap  the  subject  of  Indian  afbirs,  and 
resolved  to  hold  a  convention  with  the  Indians 
residing  in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States, 
who  bad  taken  np  arms  against  ns,  fbr  the  pur- 
poses of  receiving  them  into  the  favor  and  pro- 
tection of  the  TJmted  States,  and  of  establisnins 
boundar?  lines  of  propertj,  for  separating  and 
dividing  the  settlements  of  the  citizens  from 
the  Indian  villages  and  banting  gronnds.  and 
therebj  eztingnishing,  as  far  as  possible,  all 
occasion  for  future  animosities,  disquiet,  and  con- 
tention." li,  at  anj  point  of  our  existence  as  a 
people,  a  disposition  to  encroach  upon  the  In- 
diana, and  to  break  down  their  separate  and 
sovereign  character,  conld  have  been  looked 
ftir,  or  Bt  all  excused,  tills  was  the  time ;  when 
we  bad  Jnst  come  out  of  a  long,  severe,  and 
bloody  conflict,  often  persecnted  bj  our  foes 
with  nniuitnral  barbarity,  and  to  aggravate 
which,  these  very  tribes  had  devoted  ^eir  sav- 
age and  ferocions  cnstoms.  And  yet,  sir,  what 
do  we  find  ?  Instead  of  the  claims  of  conquest, 
the  rights  of  war,  now  so  convenieQt  to  set  up, 
the  American  Congress,  greatly  Jnst,  accord  to 
these  very  Indians  tie  character  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  invite  them  to  take  shelter  under  onr 
favor  and  protection ;  not  only  tJiis,  but  adopt 
measures  to  ascertain  and  establish  boundiuy 
linos  of  property  Ijetween  onr  citizens  and 
their  villages  and  hunting  gronnds. 

Under  the  confederation  of  the  old  Thirteen 
States,  and  sliortly  before  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  on  the  20th  of  November,  17BB,  a 
treaty  was  made  with  the  Cherokee  notion,  at 
Hopewell.  This  treaty,  according  to  its  title, 
was  concluded  between  "  Commissioners  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  Headmen  and  Warriors  of 
all  the  Oberokees,  of  the  other."     It  pves 
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"peace  to  alltheOherokeee,"andreeei<e8them 
into  the  &vor  and  protection  of  the  Unittd 
States.  And,  by  Qie  first  article,  the  Chero 
kees  agree  to  restore  all  the  prisonen,  €Amsa 
of  the  Unit«d  States,  or  subjects  of  their  tUit^ 
to  their  entire  liberty.  Here,  again,  we  ii- 
oover  the  same  magnanimous  policy  of  renouu- 
ing  any  pretended  rights  of  a  conqueror  in  on 
negotiations  with  the  allien  of  our  enony.  We 
invite  them  to  peace ;  we  engage  to  beceme 
their  protectors,  and  in  the  stipuatioa  fbr  tbe 
liberation  of  prisoners,  we  trace  again  the  brotd 
line  of  distinction  between  the  citizens  of  Ibe 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  people. 

Who,  after  this,  sir,  can  retain  a  smglB  dmU 
as  to  the  unquestioned  political  sovereignlref 
these  tribes  t  It  is  very  tnie,  that  thej  irat 
not  absolutely  independent.  As  they  htd  tw- 
come  comparatively  feeble,  and  as  they  wan, 
in  the  mass,  an  uncivilised  race,  they  choM  to 
depend  upon  us  for  protection ;  bnt  this  did 
not  destroy  or  affect  th^  sovweign^.  "^ 
role  of  pnUio  law  is  olear^  stated  by  Vatt^ 
"  one  community  may  be  bonnd  to  another  I? 
a  very  oneqna]  alUanoe,  and  still  be  a  toya^ 
State.  Though  a  weak  State,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  its  safety,  shonld  place  itself  under  the 
prat«otion  of  a  more  powerM  one,  yet,  if  it  re- 
serves to  itself  the  right  of  governing  its  on 
body,  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  independ- 
ent State."  If  the  right  of  self-goverament  is 
retained,  the  State  preserves  its  political  eiisl- 
ence ;  and,  permit  me  to  ask,  when  did  the 
Soutbera  Indians  relinquiah  this  right)  ^i 
they  have  always  exercised  it,  and  were  never 
disturbed  In  the  enjoyment  of  it^  until  the  1st« 
legislation  of  Georgia  aod  the  States  of  Alahtnii 
and  Mistdssippi. 

The  treaty  next  proceeds  to  eetablish  temto- 
rial  domfuns,  and  to  forbid  fdl  intniBioDB  npco 
the  Cherokee  country,  by  any  of  onr  e/jxax 
on  the  pains  of  outlawry.  It  providee,  tlut,  B 
any  citizen  of  tBe  United  States  sbaU  remMo  ai 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  for  wi  months  "  sflff 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  such  penoo  sliil 
forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  sM 
the  Indians  may  punish  him,  or  not,  ssthy 
please."  What  stronger  attribute  of  sovereip^ 
conld  have  been  conceded  to  this  tribe,  thin  M 
have  accorded  to  them  the  power  of  pnnisluBJ 
OUT  citizens  according  to  their  own  lawi  «™ 
modes ;  and,  sir  what  more  satisfiiotory  pfWi 
can  be  furnished  to  the  Senate,  of  the  sinoa* 
and  infieribie  purpose  of  onr  Government » 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  Indian  nstiOM,  tttt 
the  annexation  of  such  sanctions  as  the  i^- 
feiture  of  DatiooBl  protection,  and  the  inflifr 
tion  of  any  pimishment  vrithin  the  range  of  8«V 
age  discretion  t  It  b  to  be  recollected  that  tw 
treaty  was  made  at  a  time  when  all  wwit  U" 
Cherokeee  to  have  been,  with  very  rare  eice? 
tions,  in  the  rudest  sUte  of  Pagan  darkness. 

It  is  really  a  subject  of  wonder,  (said  Mr.  ti) 
that  after  these  repeated  and  solenm  reeojiu- 
tions  of  right  of  soil,  territory,  andjnrisdicW 
in  these  aboriginal  nations,  it  shonld  be  ffw«3 
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■aaerted  tbat  titey  are  mere  ooonpanta  at 
will ;  and,  what  ie  absolutely  marvellonH,  tliat 
they  are  a  part  of  the  QeorgiA  popnlation^a 
district  of  ber  tenitory,  trad  amenable  to  ber 
laws,  wbenever  she  cbooaes  to  extend  them. 

After  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  was  conclnded 
and  ratified,  and  in  the  year  J  787,  the  States  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  transmitted  tbeir 
protest  to  Oongreaa,  in  which  they  complained 
of  the  course  (f  trutsactioua  adopted  with  re- 
spect to  the  Indians,  and  asserted  a  right  in  the 
States  to  treat  with  these  tribes,  and  to  obtain 
grants  of  their  lands.  The  Oongress  referred 
the  whole  matter  to  a  oommittee  of  five,  who 
utade  an  elaborate  report  that  disclosed  the 
principles  upon  which  the  intercourse  of  the 
confederacy  with  these  people  was  fonnded. 
It  b  material  to  a  correct  nnderstandiog  of  this 
branch  of  the  sntgeot,  that  we  should  sSvert  to 
ft  linutation,  snbsisting  at  that  time,  apon  the 
powers  of  the  old  Oongress,  The  limitation  is 
oontuned  in  the  following  olaose  of  the  articlee 
of  confederation ;  "Oongress  shall  have  the  sole 
and  ezcinsiTe  ri^t  of  regnlatlne  the  trade  and 
inftjiiigirig  all  affairs  with  the  Indians  not  mem- 
bers of  any  other  States;  provided  that  the 
l^islative  right  of  any  Stsie  within  its  own 
limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated." 

Upon  this  clause  and  its  proviso,  the  com- 
nuttee  proceed  to  report:  "In  framing  this 
clause,  uie  parties  to  the  federal  oomfiact  must 
have  bad  Bome  definite  ol^ecta  in  view ;  the 
objects  that  come  into  view  jnindpally  in 
forming  txeaties,  or  mana^ng  aSairs  with  the 
Indians,  had  been  long  nnderatood,  and  pretty 
well  ascertuned  in  ^is  oonntry.  The  com- 
mittee conceive  that  it  bos  been  long  the 
opinion  of  the  country,  supported  by  justice  and 
humanity,  that  the  Indians  have  just  chUms  to 
all  lands  ooouided  by,  and  not  furly  purchased 
from  them.  The  laws  of  the  State  can  have  no 
effect  upon  a  tribe  of  Indians  or  their  lands 
within  a  State,  so  long  as  that  tribe  is  independ- 
ent and  not  a  member  of  the  State.  It  oannot 
be  supposed  that  the  State  has  the  powers  men- 
tioned," (those  of  making  war  ana  peace,  pur- 
chasing lands  from  them  and  filing  boondanes,) 
"  withont  absurdity  in  theory  and  j)Tactice. 


common  friends  or  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
and  no  jtartionlar  State  can  have  an  exdufove 
interest  in  the  management  of  afiUrs  with  any 
of  the  tribes,  ejoept  in  uncommon  oases."  The 
Senate  perceive  tbe  estimate  that  was  formed 
of  these  State  pretenmons.  The  committee 
argne,  with  ooncluslve  eneivy,  that,  to  yield 
■nob  powers  to  particular  States,  would  not 
only  be  absurd  in  theory,  but  would  ''  '-* 


destroy  the  whole  system  of  Indian 
that  this  divided,  alternate  cc^izanoe  of  the 
matter,  by  the  States  and  by  the  Oongress, 
cx>uld  never  be  enforced,  and  would  resnlt 
in  discordant  and  fruitless  regulations.  The 
grounds  assumed  in  thia  able  report  are  nn- 
answerable.  The  committee  rcf^arded  the  sub- 1 
Jeot  as  naticmal,  oonoerning  tlie  wlu^  United  > 


States,  of  whom  the  Indians  were  the  common 
Mends  or  foes. 
That  such  a  oouoern  was  too  genera]  and 

fiublic  in  all  its  bearings,  to  be  subjected  to  the 
egislatdon  and  management  of  any  particiUar 
State.  The  Congress,  therefore,  asanmethe  en- 
tire jnrisdiotion  and  oontrol  of  it.  And  after 
this  report,  we  hear  no  more  of  State  protests. 
They  yielded  their  claims  to  a  much  safer 
depository  of  this  interesting  trust.  Sir,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  that  the  sonnd,  sensible  principles 
of  this  report  have  lost  nothing  of  their  an- 
thority  by  time,  and  that  every  year  of  onr  his- 
tory has  confirmed  their  wisdom,  and  illustrated 
the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  Oongress  of  '87. 
The  convention  that  formed  and  adopted  the 
constitution,  in  their  dehherations  upon  the 
secnrity  of  Indian  rights,  wisely  determined  to 
place  our  rdations  with  the  tribes  under  the 
absolute  superintendence  of  tiie  General  Oov- 
enunent,  which  they  were  about  to  establish. 
The  proviso  under  the  old  compact,  that  bad, 
in  ambignons  terms,  reserved  to  particular 
States  an  nndefined  management  of  Indian 
affairs,  was  altogether  discarded,  and  the  sim- 
ple oncjnalified  control  of  this  important  branch 
of  pabhe  policy,  was  delegated  to  0<mgress  in 
the  following  clause  of  the  oonstJtntimi :  "Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  Stat^ 
and  with  the  Indian  trib^."  An  incidental 
argument,  in  fevor  of  my  views,  cannot  ftul  to 
stnke  the  mind  on  the  face  of  this  clause.  The 
plea  that  is  now,  for  the  first  tim^  urged  against 
the  Indians,  rests  irpoa  the  allegation,  that  the 
tribes  an  not  distinct  nations — that  they  ci 


as  much  cofleeted  wisdom,  virtue,  and  patriot- 
ism, as  ever  sdomed  the  annals,  or  shed  light 
upon  the  government  of  an^  age  or  counlry, 
the  Indian  tribes  are  associated  with  foreign 
uatkms  and  the  several  States,  as  one  of  the 
three  distinct  departments  of  the  hnman  family, 
with  which  the  General  Government  was  to 
regulate  commerce.  Strange  company,  truly, 
in  which  to  find  those  it  now  seems  convenient 
to  denominate  a  few  poor  miserable  savages, 
that  were  always  the  peculiar  subjects  of  State 
sovereignty,  mere  tenants  at  wUl  of  the  soil, 
and  with  whom  it  is  "  idle  "  to  speak  of  nego- 
tiating treaties. 

There  was  another  subject,  closely  connected 
with  thi^  that  engaged  the  anxious  delibera- 
tions of  the  great  statesmen  who  composed  the 
memorable  convention — and  this  was  the  treaty 
power.  To  found  this  well,  was  a  concern 
worthy  of  tbeir  first  and  best  thoughts.  The 
good  fedth  of  a  nation  was  not  to  be  pledged 
but  on  grave  and  great  occasions;  for,  when 
plighted,  ic  brought  die  nation  itself  into  obliga- 
tions, too  sacred  to  be  argued  away  by  the  sug- 
sestJcns  of  {wlicy  or  convenience,  profit  or  lost. 
They,  therefore,  subjected  the  exercise  of  this 
high  function  to  two  great  departments  of  the 
Govemmont— the  Fr«ndent  and  Senate  of  the 
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United  States.  The;r  required  formalitiw  to 
attend  the  exercise  of  tne  power  tiiat  were 
intended  and  calculated  to  enard  the  tnut  from 
rash  and  incontriderate  admiaiBtration.  But 
these  requisites  complied  with,  and  a  treaty 
made  and  condnded,  no  retreat  from  its  clabna 
was  provided  or  denied  by  the  convention. 
No,  BIT.  To  ghnt  Dp  evefj  avenue  of  esoape — 
to  compel  OB  to  be  uithfol — "  treatiea  "  are  de- 
clared, hj  the  charter  of  ow  Government,  "  to 
be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  anj  thing  in  the 
oonstitntion  or  laws  of  any  State  to  ttio  con- 
trary notwithstanding. "  How  oonld  the  in- 
violate character  of  a  treaty  be  more  effectu- 
ally preserved  t  Let  convulsions  agitate  the 
commonwealth — let  the  Btrifes  of  party  shake 
the  piUars  of  the  political  edifice — around  the 
nation's  futh  bameia  are  raised,  that  may  smile 
at  the  atonn.  And,  rir,  if  these  Knarde  fail,  if 
these  defences  can  be  aaMiled  and  broken  down, 
then  may  we  indeed  despair.  Tnith  and  honor 
have  no  dtodel  on  earth — their  aanctions  are 
demised  and  forgott«n,  and  the  law  of  the 
Mrongest  prevails. 

I  fear  that  I  Bhall  oppress  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  these  tedions  details;  but  the  sub- 
ject ia  deeply  interesUng,  and  Mch  siiccesnve 
year  of  our  political  history  brin^  me  fresh  and 
etroQg  proon  of  the  sacred  estimation  always 
acooided  to  Indian  rights.  Sir,  in  the  very 
next  year  that  followed  the  formation  of  the 
constitatioD,  on  the  1st  day  of  September,  17B8, 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  In- 
dian territory,  as  guaranteed  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  HopewelL  made  with  the  Cherokees, 
as  we  have  already  etat«d,  in  1T65,  oansed  a 
proclamation  to  be  issued  by  Congress,  of  the 
date  first  mentioned,  affimiin^  in  all  things  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  and  distmoUy  annonncing 
(I  fpve  the  literal  clause)  "  the  firm  determina- 
tion of  Congress  to  protect  the  s^d  Oherokees 
in  their  rights,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  treaty."  And  they  fnrther 
resolve,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direotad 
to  have  a  suffident  number  <^  troopt  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  readineaa,  to  Piardi 
from  the  Ohio  to  the  protection  of  the  Ohero- 
Iceea,  whenever  Congress  shall  direct  the  same." 

The  next  important  event,  in  connection  with 
the  OherokeeB,  is  the  treaty  of  Holston,  made 
with  them  on  the  2d  July,  ITSl.  Thin  was  the 
first  treaty  negotiated  with  the  Oberokees  after 
the  constitution.  And  it  is  only  neoeBsary  to 
consider  the  import  of  its  preamble,  to  become 
aatisfled  of  the  constancy  of  our  policy,  in  ad- 
hering to  the  first  principles  of  onr  Indian  ne- 
gotiations. Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  this 
was  a  cri^  when  the  tme  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tntion  would  be  best  understood ;  most  of  those 
who  framed  it  came  into  the  councils  of  the 
country  in  1788.  Let  it  be  wall  pondered,  that 
this  treaty  of  Holston  was  the  pnblio  compact 
in  which  General  Washington,  as  a  preparative 
solemnity,  asked  the  odvioe  of  the  Senate,  and 
concerning  which,  he  inqtilred  of  that  venerable 
body  whether,  in  the  treaty  to  be  made,  the 


United  States  shonld  solemnly  gnarsntj  the  mw 
boundary,  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed  bet««a 
them  and  the  Oberokees. 

The  preamble  to  this  treaty  I  will  now  redU; 

"The  partieH  being  deurooe  of  eattbliB]iine  H^ 
tiuDcnt  peace  and  friendship  between  the  UnW 
States  and  tbe  said  Cherokee  nition,  inii  the  dtixu 
4nd  members  thereof,  and  to  remore  the  etiaa  (f 
war,  by  ascertalntng  their  limits,  and  making  olbtr 
necessary,  jutt,  and  friendly  arruinmeiila:  thi 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  bj  WiUiam  Blouit, 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  die  United  StalM  ef 
America,  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  (upeiinteal- 
ent  of  Indian  Afikin  for  tbe  Southern  Siitnet,  vh* 
is  Tested  witb  fUU  powers  for  these  parpoBss,  bj  uui 
wilh  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senale  DI  tin 
United  States;  and  the  Cherokee  nation,  bj  the 
ondersiEDed  chietB  and  warriors,  represeiiting  the 
said  nation,  have  agreed  to  the  following  utiuM,' 

aw. 

The  first  article  stipslatee  that  there  ehin  be 
"  perpetual  peace  and  friendship  "  between  tbt 
parties ;  a  snbseqnent  article  provides,  that  the 
boundai?  between  the  United  States  and  Cbov 
kees  "  shall  be  ascertained  and  marked  pliinlji 
by  three  persons  appointed  by  the  Umiia 
States,  and  three  Oberokees  on  the  parted tluir 
nation." 

In  pursuance  of  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  br 
the  sevenlt  artide  of  thU  treaty,  "  The  CiiiW 
States  sdemnly  guarantee  to  tbe  Cherakes  iw- 
tion  all  their  lauds  not  hereby  ceded." 

And  after  several  material  dsnses,  the  eon- 
duding  artide  sas])end8  the  effect  end  ot^^^ 
of  the  treaty  upon  its  ratification  "  by  the  Fna- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  with  the  sdnee  m 
consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutfs." 

Now,  sir, it  isamost  etrikingpartof  thUliB- 
tory,  that  every  poeubie  incitUnt,  of  tora,it- 
liberatioD,  advisement,  and  power,  itteoaw 
this  compact.  The  Senate  was  consdled  vho 
our  plenipotentiuy  was  commisMtoied;  nil 
powers  were  then  pven  to  our  oonnnisdoneri 
the  artides  were  agreed  upon;  the  trestf  n* 
fiared  to  the  Executive  and  Senate  6k  war 
ratification,  and,  witholl  its  proviBioni,t)f  tliaa 
solemnly  confirmed.  „ 

It  requires  a  Mness  of  self-respect  and  NO- 
confidence,  the  lot  of  a  rare  few,  after  time  m 
added  its  sanctions  to  this  high  pledge  of  u- 
tional  honor,  to  attempt  to  convict  the  illustri- 
ous men  of  that  Senate  of  gross  ignorsscett 
oonBtitutional  power ;  to  charge  a^inst  »6iii 
that  they  strangely  mistook  the  charter  imaW 
which  they  acted ;  and  violated  ahnoet  the  pro- 
prieties of  language,  as  some  geuUemen  cto- 
tend,  by  digni^ing  with  the  name  sodfornp- 
ties  of  a  treaty  "mere  bargains  to  get  lodisii 
lands."  Sir,  who  so  wdl  understood  tha  n* 
ture  and  extent  of  the  powers  grsnUdm  IM 
constitntion,  as  the  statesmen  who  sia*'  "J 
their  personal  oounsds  to  establidi  it  1 

Every  adminiatration  of  this  (^^^"l^fii; 
from  President  Washington's,  have,  wm  "" 
solemnitiea  and  stipulations,  hdd  Te*^"*''* 
the  Oberokees;  tnatiea,  tog,  bj  tlmw  ^  " 
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wbloh  we  obtained  farther  AoqnUitioiu  of  their 
territory.  Tea,  rar,  wheoever  we  ftpproaohed 
them  in  the  Isngoage  of  friendship  uid  kindneea, 
-we  tonohed  the  chord  that  won  their  oonfideooe ; 
u>d  now,  when  tiie;  have  nothing  left  with 
which  to  Batiafj  oar  oraTings,  we  propose  to 
annul  every  treaty — to  (piinaaf  our  worn — and, 
bj  violence  and  perfld;,  drive  the  Indian  from 
his  home.  In  a  anbseqoent  treaty  between  the 
United  Statee  and  the  Oherokee  nation,  oon- 
dnded  on  the  8th  Jnlj,  1617,  azpraw  raferenoe 
■         --"  —  -»-.  "  ipartiee, 

..._^  !t  of  the 

lUNfisaippi;  the  same  qaeetlon  that  now  agitatea 
the  oonntrf,  and  engaMa  our  deUberations. 
And  thia  convention  is  aeserring  of  partioolar 
notice,  inasmacb  as  we  shall  learn  from  it^  not 
only  what  sentimenta  were  then  entertained  by 
oar  Qovemment  towards  the  Cherokees,  bat 
also,  in  what  light  the  different  dispositioQS  of 
the  Indians  to  emigrate  to  the  West,  and  to  re- 
main on  their  adjacent  patrimony,  were  oon- 
eidered.  This  treaty  recites  that  ^»plioation 
had  been  made  to  the  United  State^  at  a  pre- 
vions  period,  by  a  depatnti(Hi  <A  the  Oherokeee, 
(on  Uie  flth  Jannary,  ISOB,)  I7  wMoh  they  ap- 
prised the  Government  of  the  wish  of  a  part 
of  their  nation  to  remove  weat  of  the  Misrissippl, 
and  of  the  reeidne  to  abide  in  their  dd  haUta- 
tions.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea, 
(jter  maturely  considering  the  enl^ect,  answered 
the  petitions  as  follows:  "The  United  Statea, 
my  children,  are  the  friends  of  both  parties, 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  reasonably  aaked,  tney  are 
willing  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  both.  Thoee 
&at  remain  may  be  assured  of  onr  patronage, 
oar  ud,  and  onr  good  neighborhood.  To  those 
who  remove,  every  ud  shall  b«  administered, 
Mid  when  eetabUahed  at  th^  new  settlements. 
we  diall  oonidder  them  as  our  obUdren,  and 
dways  hold  them  firmly  by  the  hand."  The 
oonvention  then  ettabllahes  new  bonndariea  and 

Sledges  onr  fiiith  to  reepeot  and  def^d  the  In- 
ian  territories.  Some  matters,  by  universal 
consent,  are  token  as  granted,  withont  any  ex- 
plicit recognition.  0nder  the  inflnenoe  of  this 
role  of  oommoD  faimeea,  how  can  we  ever  dis- 
pnte  the  sovereign  right  of  the  Oherokees  to 
remtdn  east  of  the  Miseis^ppi,  when  it  wee  in 
relation  to  that  very  location  that  we  promised 
onr  patronage,  aid,  and  good  neighborhood? 
Sir,  is  tiiis  high-handed  enoroaobment  of  Qeor- 
gia  to  be  the  commentary  npon  the  national 
pledge  here  given,  and  the  obviona  hnport  of 
tbeee  terms!  How  were  these  people  to  re- 
m^  if  not  as  they  then  existed,  and  as  we 
then  acknowledged  them  to  be,  a  distinct  and 
separate  oommaiiil7,  govwned  by  their  own 
peculiar  laws  and  onstomat  Ve  can  never 
deny  these  prinoiides,  while  fair  dealing  retains 
any  hold  of  onr  conduct  Further,  ^,  it  ap- 
pears &om  this  treaty,  that  the  Indians  who 
.,_.._._..!._  _! —  eipreased 

toenraje 

fn  Oie  pnrsuits  of  agrionltnre  and  olrilizedlifb 
fat  tbe  ootmtry  they  then  ooonpied,"  and  we  en- 
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gaged  to  enconrage  those  laudable  purposes. 
Indeed,  snoh  pursuits  bad  been  reoonunended 
to  the  tribes,  and  patronized  by  the  United 
States,  for  many  years  before  this  oonventicHi. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  Congress  aa 
early  aa  1806,  and  when  on  the  snbjeot  of  our 
Indian  relations,  with  bis  usual  enlslrged  viewa 
of  pnblic  polioy,  observes:  "The  aboriginal 
inhabitants  of  these  countries,  I  have  regarded 
with  the  commiseration  their  history  inspires. 
Endowed  with  the  faculties  and  the  rights  of 
men,  breathing  an  ardent  love  of  Uberty  and 
independence,  and  oocnpying  a  country  which 
left  them  no  desire  but  to  be  undistDrbed,  the 
stream  of  overflowing  population  from  other 
regions  directed  itself  on  these  shores.  Without 
power  to  divert,  or  habits  to  contend  against 
it,  they  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  current^ 
or  driven  before  it.  Now,  reduced  within  limits 
too  narrow  for  the  banter  state,  humanity  en- 
Joins  us  to  teaph  them  agriculture  and  the  do- 
mestic arts ;  to  encourage  them  to  that  Indua- 
try  which  alone  can  enable  them  to  maintain 
their  place  in  existence ;  and  to  prepare  them 
in  time  for  that  society  which,  to  bodily  com- 
forts, adds  the  Improvement  of  the  mind  and 
morals.  Wehare,  therefore,  liberally  f^imlahed 
them  with  the  implemmta  of  husbandry  and 
household  nse;  we  have  plooed  among  them 
instmotoTB  in  the  arts  of  first  neoesdty ;  and 
they  are  covered  with  the  tegia  of  Uie  law 
agauist  aggressors  front  among  ourselves." 
These,  sir,  are  sentiments  worthy  of  an  illnatri- 
ooB  statesman.  None  can  fail  to  perceive  the 
spirit  of  justice  and  hamanity  which  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son cherished  towards  oar  Indian  allies.  He 
was,  through  his  whole  life,  the  firm,  nnshrink- 
Ing  advocate  of  their  rights,  a  patron  of  all  tb^ 
plans  fbr  moral  improvement  and  elevation. 

It  wUl  not  b«  neoessary  (said  Mr.  P.)  to  nor- 
Roe  the  detiuls  vS  oar  ti«aty  negotiations  fnruer, 
I  beg  leave  to  state,  before  I  leave  them,  how- 
ever, that  with  all  the  aouthwestern  tnbee  of 
Indians  we  have  ramilar  treaties ;  not  only  the 
Oherokees,  but  the  Oreeka,  (^octawa,  and 
Ohiokasaws,  in  the  nei^borhood  of  Qeo^a, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  lOasisrippi,  hold  our 
faith,  repeatedly  pledged  to  them,  that  we 
would  respect  their  l>oundariea,  repel  aggres- 
sions, and  protect  and  nonrish  them  aa  our 
neighbors  and  friends ;  and  to  all  tltese  public 
and  sacred  compacts  Georgia  was  a  constant 
party,  The^r  were  required,  by  an  article 
never  omitted,  to  be  salwuttea  to  the  Senate 
of  the  nnit«d  States  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent. They  were  so  submitted ;  and  Oeo^pa, 
by  her  able  RepreaentaliTes  in  the  Senate^ 
united  in  the  ratiiloation  of  these  same  treatiaa, 
withont,  in  any  ringle  instance,  ruung  an  ex- 
ception, or  interpoong  a  conititntional  diffl- 
oullj  or  somide. 

I  have  com^idned  of'  the  le^slation  of 
Georg^  I  wiu  now  refer  the  8enat«  ta  the 
law  of  that  State,  passed  on  the  IBth  Decem- 
ber, ieS9,  that  the  complaint  may  be  Justified. 
The  title  of  the  law  would  soffioe  for  such  pur- 
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poM  without  looking  farther  into  its  aeotlonB. 
Aftet  attliiig  its  olject  of  adding  tiw  teaiuxrj 
In  tlie  ooonpsnc;-  of  the  Ohwokee  nation  ot 
Indians  to  the  adtaoent  oonntiea  of  Qemia, 
another  distiaot  omoe  of  thla  opprearire  «£ct 
of  arbitrary  power  is  avowed  to  be,  "  to  annnl 
aQ  laws  and  ordinances  made  by  thepherokee 
nation  of  Indiaiu."  And,  sir,  the  act  doea  an- 
nul them  effectnally.  For  the  aeveiith  Motion 
enaota,  "  that  after  the  first  day  of  Jone  next, 
all  laws,  ordinanoeB,  orders,  and  regulationB  of 
any  kind  whatever,  made,  passed,  or  enacted 
by  tiie  Cherokee  Indiana,  either  in  general 
oonncil,  or  in  any  other  way  whatever,  or  by 
any  anthority  whatever,  of  aud  tribe,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  nnll  and 
void  and  of  no  effect,  as  if  the  same  had  never 
existed."  Sir,  here  we  find  a  whole  people 
outlawed — lawa,  onsttHns,  mlea,  Qovemment, 
all,  by  one  short  daose,  abrogated  and  declared 
to  be  void  ae  if  they  never  had  been.  History 
ftarnishes  no  example  of  snob  high-handed 
osarpatdon — the  dismemberment  and  partition 
of  Poland  was  a  deed  of  hnmane  legislation 
compared  witk  this.  The  snooeeding  danses 
are  no  less  ofibnsive;  they  provide  that  "if 
any  person  shall  prevent  by  threats,  menaces, 
or  other  means,  or  endeavor  to  prevent  any  In- 
dian of  said  nation  from  emigratdng,  or  eo- 
rolUug  as  aa  emigrant,  he  shall  be  liahle  to  in- 
dictment and  connnement  in  the  oommon  Jail, 
or  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary,  not  ex- 
oeeding  foor  yean,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
oonrt;  and  if  any  person  shall  deter,  or  offer 
to  deter,  any  Indian,  head  man,  chie^  or  war- 
rior of  s^d  natjon,  from  selling  or  ceding  to 
t2ie  United  States,  for  the  nse  of  G«or^  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  Sfdd  territory,  or  prevent, 
or  offer  to  prevent,  any  sach  persons  from 
meeting  In  oonncil  or  treaty  any  oonmtianoner 
or  oommisaionera  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  an^  purpose  wfiatever,  he  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  liable,  on 
conviction,  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  the 
penitentiary,  for  not  less  than  fonr,  nor  longer 
than  six  years,,  at  the  diacretion  of  the  conrt." 
"'  IS  a  crime  in  Oeorgia  for  a  man  to  prevent 


States  are  instmoted  "  to*  move  upon  him  in 
the  line  of  his  pr^odices,"  that  they  are  com- 
ing to  bribe  him  to  meet  in  treaty  with  the 
commissioner.  By  the  way,  air,  it  seems  these 
treaties  are  very  lawftd,  when  made  for  the  tue 
of  Goorgio. 

It  is  not  anrpriring  that  onr  agents  advertised 
the  War  Department^  that  if  the  General  Gov- 
ernment refused  to  interfere,  and  the  Indiana 
were  left  to  the  law  of  the  States,  they  wonld 
soon  exchange  their  lands  and  remove.  To 
compel,  by  harah  and  crael  penalties,  snoh  ex- 
change, ia  the  broad  pnrpose  of  this  act  of 
Geoigia,  and  nothing  ia  wanting  to  fill  np  the 
picture  of  this  diagrocefU  syst«nt,  bnt  to  per- 
mit the  bill  before  na  to  pass  wimoat  amend- 
ment or  proviso.    Then  it  wiU  all  wnim  &ir  on 
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onr  statnte  hooka.  It  le^slatce  for  KW  M 
thoae  who  JMij  choose  to  reroere,  irhila  m 
know  that  grinding,  heart-breakiu  eaetiDai 
are  set  in  <fteration  ebewfaere,  to  drive  Unm 
to  anoh  a  dioioe.  By  Uie  modifioatioD  I  ban 
sabmitted,  I  beg  tor  the  Indias  the  poor  pri>i- 
lege  of  the  exeraiae  of  his  own  will  Bot  tbt 
taw  of  Geor^  ia  not  ytf  aatided.  Tba  bri 
section  dedare^  "  that  no  Indian,  or  dewni- 
ant  of  any  Tndtun,  residing  within  the  Oraek 
or  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  shall  be  deemed 
a  competent  witneea  in  any  oonrt  of  this  Stale, 
to  which  a  white  peracoi  may  be  a  partf,  it- 
oept  anoh  white  peraon  reodes  within  tbaaU 
nation."  It  ^d  not  snffioe  to  rob  these  pKjh 
of  the  last  vestige  of  thdr  own  pditieal  #» 
and  Hb^tiea;  the  work  was  not  compete oitll 
tltey  were  ahnt  ont  of  the  proteeliiHi  itf  G«»- 
gia  laws.  For,  sir,  aftw  the  flnt  d^  irf  Jot 
next,  a  gang  of  lawhas  white  men  mar  ^"^ 
into  the  Cherokee  eoontry,  plunder  tbsr  habi- 
tations, murder  the  mother  with  the  gIuUml 
and  all  m  the  ngbt  of  the  wretched  hnabind 
and  &ther,  and  no  Uw  of  Georria  will  ntdi 
the  atrocity.  It  ia  vain  to  tell  na,  *,  tW 
mnrder  nn^  be  traced  by  circamstantial  pn>bt- 
bilitiee.  Ilie  charge  against  thia  State  is,  jn 
have,  by  fbroe  and  violence,  stiipped  thesa  pa^ 
pie  oif  uie  protection  of  th^  Govermnent,  w 
now  refuse  to  cast  over  them  the  abieU  « 
your  own.  The  outrage  of  the  deed  ia,  M 
yoQ  leave  the  poor  Indian  helpleea  and  i^ea» 
leaa,  and  in  this  cruel  way  hope  to  bai^  li>> 
from  his  home.  Sir,  if  this  law  be  enfimiad,  1 
do  religiooaW  believe  that  it  wiU  awaken  toaai 
of  feeling  that  will  go  np  to  God,  and  eaU 
down  the  thundera  of  nia  wrath. 

The  end,  however,  is  to  juatifir  the  maa- 
"  The  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  t«* 
of  the  Jfisriasippi  la  demanded  by  the  diettfa 
of  humanity."  This  ia  a  word  of  coodliiMI 
import,  Bnt  it  often  makes  its  wiy  ^  ™ 
heart  under  very  doubtfnl  titiM,  and  ito  p««n^ 
oMma  deserve  to  be  rigidly  queetioMd-  T"" 
urges  thU  pleat  They  who  covet  the  bw 
lands— who  wish  to  rid  themaelvw  of  »  Mip|- 
bor  that  they  deepise,  and  whose  Stale  prifl"" 
enliated  in  rounfing  off  thdr  territories  W 
another  matter  is  worthy  of  a  aerions  t^^^Sl 
Is  there  aoch  a  alanae  in  our  covaianM*™ 
the  Indian,  that  when  we  shall  deem  it  bastai 
him,  on  the  whole,  we  may  break  oar  m^ 
ments,  and  leave  him  to  his  perseonttwf ,  S* 
withatanding  our  adveraaries  are  not  eonUM 
to  the  nse  of  such  humane  Bngge8ti<aia,  jt»  *" 
do  not  ahrink  from  an  investigation  of  thiipf' 
t«noe.  It  will  be  found  aa  void  of  sn(^  » 
&ot  aa  the  other  aasnmptiona  are  of  prux^ 


Batubdat,  April  10, 

Cot\flrmcUum  qf  eertain  Land  (?!•&* 

On  motion  (£  Mr.  Ellib,  the  Senahi  pn|«f*; 

ed  to  the  oonsidwation  rf  the  WU  *»:.«e^ 

isg  eert^  iAaim»  to  lands  in  the  dutim" 


;.C00^^|C 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


[Sk< 


Jcokson  Oomt  House,  in  the  State  of  Hieeis- 
inppi ;  and,  tSter  a  brief  cKplauation,  Hr.  Ems 
morad  to  amend  the  bUl,  by  rtriking  out  "  the 
mtnlinnm  prios,"  and  inaertiug  "  fifty  oents  per 

!Ur.  Foot  said  b«  thought  it  would  faardlr 
oonsist  with  tite  plighted  faith  of  the  Govem- 
ment  to  adopt  the  amendment.  The  United 
States  had  nren  th^  pledge  that  no  land 
Hbonld  be  sold  at  a  prioe  leas  than  that  fixed  b; 
law ;  and  as  the  minimtan  price  waa  now  fixed 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  oenta  per  aoT«, 
tbeee  land*  oof^t  not  to  be  i^ven  for  a  lower 
som,  nnless  the  law  was  changed  lo  as  to  oper- 
ate equally  on  all  pnnjhaaerB. 

Mr.  Ellis  replied,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  embanraas  the  bill  at  this  late  period  of 
tiie  session,  and  be  would  therefore  withdraw 
Us  amendment. 

Hr.  FoBSYTH  said,  if  he  nnderstood  tlie  Rib- 


and fifty  sores  only,  wbea  that  indlTidnal 
olumed  one  hundred  thousand  acres  under  a 
gpanisb  KranL  If  this  person  bad  a  just  title 
to  the  wbole  one  hundred  thousand  sores,  be 
ought  to  have  iL  He  believed  that  the  passage 
of  the  taw  would  be  either  an  i^Jair  to  the 
individual,  or  to  the  United  States,  for  if  Ins 
title  was  not  good  for  the  whole  amount  claimed 
by  him,  it  was  defective  ss  to  the  nomber  of 
aoree  pn^Mwed  to  be  confirmed  to  him. 

Mr.  ElIjs  said  the  title  of  Lewis  Bandn^  to 
one  hnndred  tboosand  oores  of  land  was  un- 
questionable ;  and  was  derived  from  a  Spanish 
grant  made  asftrbadk  as  tbe  year  17110.  It 
was  w^  known  to  the  Senate,  that  Oongreas 
had  inrariablj  refbsed  to  sanction  oonfirmitiong 
to  large  grants.  There  were  the  grants  to  Mai- 
aon  Bonge,  Baron  Bastrop,  &o,,  wbioh  Oongreea 
rehtsed  to  aanotJon,  solely  on  the  n^ound  that 
they  were  for  snob  large  tracts.  He  bad  no 
doubt  tbot,  under  the  treaty,  all  the  claimants 
were  oititled  to  the  lands  they  held  under 
Spanish  grants,  because  the  treaty  expressly 
etspnlates  that  their  rights  shall  be  guarantied 
to  tbem.  With  respect  to  the  proviso  ohjjeoted 
to  by  the  gentlemen  fi'om  Qeorgia,  be  was  in 
fovor  of  it,  inannncb  as  it  gave  to  Lewis  Bau- 
dray  a  complete  title  to  twelve  bnndred  and 
fifty  acres ;  and  if  be  chose  to  accept  that  in 
lien  of  the  large  grant  he  olaimed  under  it,  was 
bis  own  ocmsideration. 

Mr.  FoBsTTK  said  there  was  something  in  the 
matter  be  did  not  distinotly  understand,  and 
the  difficult  woe  increased  by  the  report.  In 
the  list  of  claims  was  that  of  Lewis  Baudray, 
oonfirmed  to  bis  wife  Maivaret  Morales,  in 
1809,  with  testimony  of  inbabitation  and  onlti- 
TSticm,  but  there  wag  no  order  for  the  survey 
to  take  place. 

Mr.  Bastobt  said  that  the  usual  course  pur- 
sued to  obtain  grants  of  land  nnder  the  Span- 
ish autboriUes,  bad  been  first  to  obtain  a  war- 
rant of  survey,  so  that  there  might  be  no  dis- 
pute (tf  title ;  this  was  not  always  done,  nor 


was  it  absolutely  necessary.  The  settlement  of 
a  tract  of  land,  and  proof  of  inbabitation  and 
cnltivadon  for  three  years,  wss  sufficient  to 
perfect  the  title.  This  individual,  if  he  bad 
not  complied  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  iiad, 
at  all  events,  made  tbe  settlement :  for  the  foot 
of  inbatjitadon  from  1808  to  1828,  was  dis- 
tinctly proved.  ThouBande  of  soch  coaee  had 
ooonrred  in  Wssouri,  and  indeed  in  all  the 
country  which  was  obtwned  nnder  tbe  Louis- 
iana purchase,  and  Ooogrees  had  passed  laws 
to  oonfiim  such  grants :  for  it  frequently  bw- 
pened  that  no  survey  bad  been  made ;  but  ue 
oocnpation  and  cultivation  was  deemed  sufB- 
cient,  and  the  United  States  surveyor  laid  off 
the  tracts.  He  was  satisfied  that,  in  tUs  case, 
there  had  been  an  original  conceemon,  as  it  was 
called,  or  warrant  of  survey,  which  may  have 
been  lost ;  and  it  was  also  highly  probable  that 
tbe  Spanish  ofBcers  bad  exceeded  their  powers; 
but  by  limiting  the  confirmation  to  the  number 
(^  acres  provided  for  in  tbe  bill,  justice  would 
be  done  both  to  tbe  Unit«d  States  and  to  the 
individual. 

Mr.  Bibb  offered  tbe  following  proviso,  as  an 
amendment :  "  But  shall  be  in  satisfaction  and 
extingniabment  of  the  dum  or  demands  of 


Stat«e ;  and  all  persons  or  person  claiming,  or 
to  claim,  nnder  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ellis  regretted  that  tbe  Senator  from 
Kentncky  bod  offered  this  amendment  If  he 
would  reflect,  he  would  see  t^t  it  was  in  con- 
travention of  tbe  treaty  of  France,  by  whicfa 
Louinana  was  acquired.  Tbe  treaty  provided, 
that  every  person  inbabitina  tbe  ceded  territo- 
17,  should  be  protected  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  his 
life,  religion,  and  property.  These  rights  were 
considered  as  property,  and,  conseqnenUy,  tbe 
adoption  of  the  amenoment  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  tbe  rights  secured  by  tbe  treaty. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  important  to  enfbroe 
the  principle,  that  those  who  did  not  present 
tbeir  cMm^  and  support  tbem  by  proper  testi- 
mony, sboold  forfeit  them.  Oongreea  hod  ap- 
pointed comroissioners  to  examine  into  the  va- 
lidity of  all  Spanish  grants,  and  tboee  who  did 
not  preeent  before  them  their  testimony  to 
establish  their  titles,  could  not  now  have  very 
strong  claims  on  tbe  United  States.  It  was  not 
safe  to  tbe  Government  to  leave  sucb  impor- 
tuit  suly'ects  still  nndedded. 

After  a  few  rentarks  tntsa  Msssrs.  Babtoit, 
AsAHB,  and  Kaks,  in  oppodtinn,  and  iti.  Btsn, 
in  support  of  tbe  amendment,  the  qnestion  was 
taken,  and  it  was  re|eoted. 

Mr.  Foot  stid,  it  be  was  not  very  much 
mistaken,  this  bill  would  introduce  an  entarely 
uew  principle  In  our  land  le^alation.  He 
hoped  that  tbe  fdth  of  treaties  might  be  rigidly 
adhered  to,  and  tbeir  provisions  striotiy  en- 
forced, in  every  instance.  If  he  rigbtiy  under- 
stood tbe  provisions  of  tbe  bill,  it  not  only  se- 
cures the  Spanish  claimants  in  all  their  rights, 
but  it  even  goes  farther,  it  eeouree  to  tiiem 


Smuxm.} 

rights  vbioh  thej  hod  never  yet  estla&atorilT 
eatablished.  He  vae  derirons  of  obtaining  flir- 
ther  information,  before  he  oonld  Tote  for  the 
bilL  He  said  that  there  was  no  oaae,  within 
bis  Tocollectioo,  in  which  the  United  BtatM 
Govemmeat  bad  passed  laws  to  malca  np  the 
deficiency  of  SpaniBb  titles.  It  was,  therefore, 
be  believed,  an  entirely  new  principle  in  legis- 
lation ;  aod  he  waa  not,  with  the  present  lighta, 
prepared  to  snpport  it. 

The  qneertjon  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
— ajes  ai. 

Surgeon  Otneral  of  Vi»  Naty, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Hi.tnb,  the  bill  creating 

the  office  of  Borgeon  General  of  the  ~St.-rj  was 

Ut.  Uxtni  uid  that,  previoiu  to  taUng  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  be  wished 
of  ue  advantages  en^eoted 


ABBIPQMEHT  OP  THE 


to  avail  himself 


mer  daj :  and,  in  accordance  to  the  Tiews  of 
that  gentleman,  introdaced  a  clause  for  the  reg- 
olation  «f  the  navy  ration.  He  knew  of  no 
bettor  mode  of  inoreasing  the  comforts,  adding 
to  the  enjoyments,  and  promoting  the  health, 
of  onr  seamen,  than  by  the  amendment  he  was 
aboat  to  introduce.  It  was,  he  said,  very  de- 
sirable that  the  crews  of  our  pnblic  veeeela 
should  be  supplied  with  as  many  of  those  arti- 
oles  of  comfort,  to  which  they  have  been  aooas- 
tosied,  as  the  interests  of  the  navy  and  the 
conntiy  would  permit.  The  experience  of 
England  and  Pranoe,  to  which  be  bad  alluded 
on  a  former  day,  afforded  some  light  on  this 
subject,  and  their  naval  r^nlations,  with  re- 

rt  to  the  ration,  were  now  before  him. 
did  not  design  to  follow  either;  but  be 
wished  to  introduce  an  smendment  which 
would  enable  the  PreMdent  to  try,  at  snob 
times  and  places  as  be  might  deem  most  suit^ 
able  to  the  comforts  of  the  sailor  and  the  intor- 
ests  of  the  conntry,  how  far  sugw,  coffee,  co- 
coa, wine,  and  raisins,  might  be  snbstitnt^d  for 
the  Ijee^  pork,  and  whiskey,  with  which  onr 
crews  are  at  present  supplied.  In  no  instance, 
however,  would  the  ration  exceed  twenty-five 
cents,  SB  provided  for  by  the  present  law.  The 
British  ration  amotmtedto  about  twoity-two 

In  introducing  tliis  amajdment,  his  ot^ect 
was  to  make  an  experiment,  and  to  see  bow 
fiur  our  efforts  may  toad  to  introduce  a  system 
of  temperance  in  the  navy — temperance,  such 
as  entire  abstiDenoe  from  spirituous  liquora, 
being  amoi^  the  schemes  of  the  day.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  think  that  such  a  scheme  wonld 
suit  the  aavy  at  present  Indeed,  be  thought, 
if  it  were  emorcoil,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  crews.  _  But  a  gradual  change  might  be 
effected,  both  in  the  appetite,  the  manners,  and 
morslSj  of  our  sdlors,  by  Judicious  r^nlations ; 
and,  if  part  of  their  grog  was  exohsnged  for 
toa  and  coffee,  &c.,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 


[Ann,  use. 

would  bare  a  bi^PT  effM  tai  the  bealtb,  dn 
morals,  and  the  oooatitation,  of  onr  tats. 

Hr.  Houoa  wiihed  to  know  if  it  wu  in- 
tended that  th«  Bdlor  shonld  reoeive  money  ii 
part  for  his  grog.  If  so,  the  evil  aata^aimL 
of  by  Mr.  Ei.t»  wonld  not  be  preroited;  b»- 
canse,  so  soon  as  the  atikv  got  his  nw&sy,  ht 
would  go  off  and  purchase  grog,  niswistla 
evil  Hr.  E,  would  like  to  see  prevented. 

Ur.  Eathb  replied,  that  the  object  sod  sfM 
of  the  amendment  wonld  be  to  enable  the  Ei- 
emtivQ  to  allow,  as  oircnmstanaes  require  it, 
the  sailor  to  draw  only  part  of  the  gnig  il 
present  allotted  to  bim,  and  to  supply  him  vitk 


Spuatti  wished  to  have  the  ai 
so  modified  as  to  embraoet])dmidabi]MD»;  be- 
OMiw  U  is  well  koowD  that  the  dbb  <^  qanta- 
ons  liqaort  among  this  das*  of  our  ninl 
offloera  baa  ali«My  prodneed  aliimii«  vA 
pdnfbl  ocmsequenoes.  A  boy  gota  on  bwd 
one  of  onr  pubUe  tsmbIs,  taA,  in  a  fbw  ye«% 
he,  by  a  most  impr(q)er  ose  of  aidmt  qurili^ 
becomes  a  moat  motmigible  drinker;  ud  a 
soon  incapable  of  serving  ritber  himself  or  bii 
country. 

Mr.  Ri.Tm  said  he  had  no  o^edii»  to  tbt 
modification  proposed  bv  Mr.  Snuens,  snd 
would  accept  It;  thou^  he  tfaonght  the  gwtk- 
man  was  midnformed  as  to  the  ficts  or  efiii 
which  be  alluded  to.  Mr.  H.  did  not  th^ 
that  intemperance  prevailed  among  our  mid- 
shipmen. They,  for  the  most  rart,  dnnk 
wine,  which  was  not  f^imisbed  t£em  by  tiie 
Government,  as  the  gentleman  bom  Ksise  (1^ 
Bpiueuxl  ^ipeared  to  t.bink,  bnt  was  Lud  miy 
one  of  their  own  mess,  previons  to  embuu- 
tion  for  a  cruise.  Th^,  uie  mid^paxD,  dim 
pay  for  the  ration,  and  supplied  tbansdns 
with  whatever  Inxuriee  or  necessaries  UhT 
might  think  propco* ;  so  that,  if  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  S.  was  adopted,  it  woold 
not  have  the  e^t  Intended. 
Mr.  HATxx'e  amendment  was  tbni  agnw  "^ 
Mr.  DioKXBMH  wdd  he  tbou^  the  paMp 
of  the  taw  wonld  be  eetablialuDg  an  umwoMa* 
ry  office.  He  thoiudtt  it  wonld  be  better  to 
leave  the  pnrohase  of  medicinw  to  the  nrgcow 
who  go  out  in  onr  ahipa  of  war,  who  wW» 
thus,  as  it  was  important  they  dionld,  ilwV* 
snpidy  themselves  with  fresh  droA  >%  ** 
argued  by  the  gentleman  th>m  Sooth  OaroliM, 
it  was  important  for  the  snrgeons  at  sr~    " 


r)rts,  though  be  did  not  see  thei^^" 
it,  it  might  be  done  as  heretiw«l 
there  was  no  necesmty  for  creatiiw  »aaBf» 


merely  to  reoMve  reports.  He  ™^''*"^'^ 
trenchment  and  eoonomy  much  talked  U,  »* 
he  should  like  to  see  it  put  into  pnctioe.  o» 
was  opposed  to  the  craation  of  uimeoMWJ 
offices ;  he  had  recorded  bis  vote  in  "W^^T 
to  retaining  a  m^or-general  in  the  simy,  *n 
as  be  wished  to  be  understood,  be  ■honW  «* 
for  the  yeas  and  n^s,  that  he  mi^t  reoonl » 
vote  against  this  bill  ,  ,  _^ 

Mr.  Bhue,  c*  Maryhod,  sdd  he  hid  »* 
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mocb  reapeot  fur  that  word 
Reform  vas  desirable  uid  neoeBsarr ; 
form  whi^  lops  off  nseleaa  eipenditiirea,  cor- 
rects abosea,  gives  a  jndidone  direction  to  Uie 
pDblio  rnone;,  and  Moores  a  futhftil  and  effeot- 
nal  performaooe  of  the  pablio  bnaineaa ;  and  it 
was  evident  to  his  mind,  from  the  effects  of  a 
similar  arrangement  in  the  me^oal  department 
of  tba  army,  that  aneh  woold  be  the  oonse- 

giienee  of  this  bill,  if  carried  into  a  law.  Mr. 
.  went  on  to  show  that,  from  the  loeaee  ea»- 
tained  from  medicine,  after  the  termination  of 
k  aniae,  that  the  aotoal  saving  to  the  Govern- 
m«it,  which  the  provisions  of  this  bill  wo^d 
ensure,  wonld  amonnt  to  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annnnij  at  the  verj  lowest  oalonlstion. 
Hr.  H1.TXX,  in  oontinoation,  argued  that,  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  great  expense  in  the 
medical  dapartment  of  the  navy  would  be 
saved,  snd  the  health  and  comfort  c^  the  sea- 
men woold  be  promoted.  He  showed,  from  a 
rraort  from  the  War  Department,  part  of 
whioh  he  read,  that,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
system  in  the  army,  order  and  regularity 
bad  taken  place  of  oonfVuion,  and  an  anniuii 
saving  was  made  of  near  forty  thonsand  dol- 
lara.  The  bill  did  not  proceed  entirely  from 
the  Naval  Oommittee,  bat  was  the  reeolt  of  a 
Ihoron^  examination  of  the  subject,  and  of  a 
&ir  and  perfect  onderatanding  witii  the  Navy 
Department. 

Mr.  HOLMU  observed,  that  he  did  not  otgeot 
to  the  bill  in  consequence  of  the  additional  ex- 
pense tiiat  might  be  incorred  ^  indeed,  there 
should  be  any  additional  expense)  on  so  impor- 
tant a  sabjeot  ag  ttie  health  and  comfort  of  onr 
seamen,  if  he  thonght  the  propoaed  plan  wonld 
eSiMt  the  object  it  contemplated.  He  had  long 
thought  that  t^e  method  of  putting  up  medi- 
cinea,  both  for  cor  navy  and  merchant  service^ 
was  extremely  defective,  and  that  some  im- 
proved system  ought  to  be  adopted.  He  re- 
oollectdd  having  introduced  a  bul,  at  one  pe- 
riod, to  correct  this  evil  In  the  merchant  ser- 
vice, by  requiring  a  strict  examination  of  the 
inedioine  chesta  of  all  vessels  aiuling  from  onr 
ports;  but  the  bill,  be  believed,  never  was 
aet«d  on.  But  be  thon^t  It  extremely  donbt- 
fiil  whetiier  one  officer  (a  Surgeon  Qeneral) 
oonld  perform  the  dntiea  ctmtei^lated  In  the 
bill,  or  rather,  ha  doubted  whether  he  could 
correct  the  evils  complained  0^  and  provided 
against  in  the  latter  clause  of  the  bill.  He 
thought  the  seneral  propodtioii  a  good  one; 
but  be  would  inquire  if  the  Surgeon  General 
ooold  carry  it  into  operation  t  He  asked  if  this 
officer  could  be  present  at  Key  West  and  Bos- 
ton, Pensaoola  and  New  Tork,  Portsmoath  and 
Norfolk,  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  or  any 
other  port  from  which  onr  public  veeaels  were 
abont  to  sail,  in  order  to  porohase,  soperintendj 
and  in^)ect,  the  medicines  fbr  the  cniiset  and 
ajRO  to  be  present  at  the  different  porta  at 


was  evident,  Mr.  H.  said,  that  there  must  be 
some  one,  on  whose  judgment  they  could  rely, 
present  at  the  Afferent  porta,  to  carry  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  into  effect  It  seemed,  there- 
fore, that,  though  the  de«gn  was  good,  there 
wonld  be  inaaperable  difficulties  in  the  eze- 
onlten. 
After  a  few  observations  from  Hr.  Diok- 

Mr,  Hatkx  said  he  would  offer  a  few  words 
in  explanation,  as  to  the  difflcnlties  and  ol^ec- 
tions  urged  by  the  gentiemen  fr«m  Maine  and 
New  Jersey.  The  medicines,  like  all  other  na- 
val stores,  will  be  fnmished  on  requisitions 
from  the  proper  department,  In  the  same  man- 
ner as  he  supposed  the  samples  would  be  sent 
on  to  the  Surgeon  General  for  examination, 
and  by  his  orders  were  furnished  in  the  army. 
They  wonld  be  put  up  and  secured  under  the 
immediate  inspection  of  the  proper  inspecting 
officer.  The  genfleman  from  New  Jersey  has 
said,  that  those  medicines  which  remun,  after 
the  return  of  a  vessel  from  a  cmise,  are  en- 
tirely "worthless;  and,  ooneequenfly,  it  was 
nnaeoessary  to  provide  for  their  preservation 
afterwards."  Snch  might  be  the  case;  but  if 
it  were,  it  wsa  to  be  attribnted  to  the  evils 
complained  0^  and  for  which  the  bill  provided 
a  remedy.  It  was  well  asMrtained,  by  men  of 
science,  that,  if  medidsee  were  properly  put 
np,  if  they  were  secured  from  tlie  action  of 
light  and  ^,  that  they  wonld  be  as  good  at  the 
end  of  one,  two,  or  three  years,  as  they  are  on 
the  first  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  following 
vote :  yeas  S8,  nays  6. 


MoNoxx,  AprQ  13. 
The  Senate  was  enga^  this  day  for  more 
ban  six  hours  on  Executive  bnaineaB. 


TuxeoAT,  April  IS. 

AitoTTiay-Generar*  S^parbment, 

On  motitMi  of  Mr.  Bowait,  the  Senate  took 

up  the  bill  to  orgaoiEe  the  Attorney-General's 

D^tartment,  and  to  erect  it  into  an  Executive 

office. 

Mr.  Babtor  deemed  the  bill  a  very  inade- 

Ioate  remedy  for  any  existing  evils  in  the  law 
epartment  of  the  Government,  or  in  the  man- 
ner of  collecting  the  revenue.  He  thonght  the 
measure  proposed  inexpedient.  Be  taought 
that,  where  an  evil  did  exist,  a  proper  remedy 
onght  to  be  applied ;  and  believing  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  waa  old 
enough,  a  Home  Department,  to  take  cbaive  of 
the  internal  ooncema  of  the  conntry,  onght  to 
^  ~  established.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  pe- 
d  was  not  very  remote,  if  it  had  not  now 
arrived,  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  confine 
the  QwftXxcj  of  State  to  the  ^)propriatc  duties. 


ABSII>aHENT  OF  THE 


of  Ms  offioe,  and  transfer  the  internal  ooneerna 
of  the  country  to  another  department.  Ab  to 
the  Attorne  J -General,  he  ought  to  condnct  a 
sabordinate  branch  of  the  Home  Department, 
and  not  be  the  head  of  it  as  propoeed  by  the 
bin,  which  made  him  half  a  law  offloer,  and 
half  a  head  of  a  Department,  with  a  large  in- 
crease of  salary  for  varioni  daties  whi^  he 
oannot  perform.  If  this  bill  paased,  and  the 
Attomey-GeDeral  was  metamorphosed  into  the 
head  of  a  bnrean,  an  asMstant  most  be  uipoint- 
ed,  who,  like  all  other  depnties,  would  have  to 
perform  most  of  the  dniiee. 

Mr.  BowAH  moved  to  flU  the  blanks  in  the 
bill  BO  as  to  give  to  the  olerk  to  be  sfipointed 
a  salary  of  (biirt«Mi  hmidred  dollars  per  aannm, 
and  to  the  messenger  and  oniBtant  meeseoger, 
the  salaries  of  seven  hnndred  dollars  and  t&ee 
hundred  and  fiftj  dollars ;  which  motions  were 

]fr.  FoBBVTH  moved,  as  an  amendment,  a 

Cviso,  that  "  the  Attomej-Omera]  ahsll  not, 
ing  his  oontinnauoe  in  office,  engage  in  any 
private  pnwtioe  in  the  ocMirta  of  the  IJnhed 
StatM,  or  of  the  StMee."  It  qipeared  to  Mr. 
F.  that  the  dutiee  prescribed  to  the  Attorney- 
General  by  the  bill  would  require  hie  nndivided 
attention,  and  render  it  impossible  for  him  to 
attend  the  coute,  onless  to  condnct  oasea  In 
which  the  United  States  were  oonoemed. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  that  the  objections  nrged, 
and  the  rwne^  prcmoaed,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Geoifiia,  QCr.  Foistth.)  had  occurred  to 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  but  the 
evils  ^d  not  appear  to  them  in  the  same  light 
Oiat  they  had  wpeared  to  strike  the  mind  ot 
the  gentleman  from  Georgift.  Indeed,  he 
thongnt  the  amendment  rather  a  matter  of  sn- 
pererogation.  If  it  should  be  found  that  after 
the  perfonnanoe  of  all  the  dntiee  prescribed  in 
the  Dill,  together  with  the  dnties  already  im- 
posed on  him,  the  Attomey-Oeneral  had  still 
leisare,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that,  by  employ- 
ing sneh  leisare  in  the  practice  of  the  higher 
conrts  of  law,  his  intellect  would  be  strength- 
ened, his  mind  improved,  and  his  legal  acquire- 
ments increased,  so  as  to  enable  biin  to  render 
more  efBoient  and  distinffoisbed  service  to  the 
Government.  If  the  datiee  of  the  offioe  should 
engross  fba  whole  time  of  the  Attomey-Oene- 
ral,  then  the  amendment  woold  be  entirely  nn- 
neoeasary.  It  ^ipeared,  therefore,  that  the 
amHidment  was  either  nnneoeasar;  or  injndi- 
cioos.  As  he  had  said  before,  it  woold  be  on- 
neceessry,  if  the  dnUes  presoribed  in  the  bill 
ehonld  engross  his  whole  time,  beoanse  it  wonld 
then  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  private 
practice ;  and,  if  he  should  have  leisure,  after 
performing  his  pnblio  dntiee,  it  wonld  be  ii^ji 
diciona,  nay,  injurious  to  the  United  Statu,  i._ 
prevent  him  from  that  intellectual  eierciBe 
which  wonld  prepare  him  for  the  more  effeot- 
nal  performance  of  his  noblio  dntiea. 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  observed  that  he  admitted  the 
-oorreotnees  d  the  observation  tf  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentooky,  (Mr.  Rowav,)  that  the 


of  the  faeultiee  not  only  shaipcni,  bat 
invigoratee  the  hmnao  faculties ;  and  the  oslj 
difference  betweeai  the  gentleman  turn  Ew- 
tocky  (Mr.  R.)  and  himself  was  this:  Mr.  R. 
appears  to  apprehend,  that,  aftw  a  bithtiil  mi 
thorough  pertonnanoe  of  aU  the  dnto  imposej 
by  tbebilL  in  addition  to  those  abeady  ladgari 
him,  the  Attorney-General  will  have  gdBMrt 
leisare  to  attend  to  private  {Msctioe.  Ur.  F. 
thought  differently.  The  daties  of  tbs  <&» 
wonld  be  great  uid  varions.  Independent  d 
the  [nesent  dntiee  of  the  office,  he  woold  bm 
others  ttam  the  Land,  the  Tressnry,  asd  tiu 
Patent  Office— he  wonld  be  sul^Ject  to  thstf- 
ders  of  the  President  of  the  United  StaUa,  nd 
wonld  be  Uable  to'  be  called  on  to  go  b  nj 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  repreaent  Umu- 
tion  In  the  oonrta  of  Josdce.  If  soch  wen  to 
be  the  outline  of  his  dutiee,  (and  it  appesred  to 
him  that  the  bill  ptnated  to  that  ooum,)  then 
would  not  be  much  dme  left  to  devote  to  pii- 
vato  piui^ioe,  if  the  pablie  bndnev  rewind 
proper  attentioD.  Bat  even  if  it  sbodd  sot 
engross  all  hia  time,  and  he  should  ragig*  n 
the  aervioe  of  private  individnals,  be  oaml 
foresee  what  time  the  pnblic  serriee  «ill  de- 
mand his  attention ;  and  if  be  should  eudtsw 
to  secure  the  emoluments  of  privsle  prtdic^ 
it  will  often  be  at  the  expense  of  bit  oSm 
duties,  and  conaequentiy,  ii^urioos  to  tbe  mtw- 
este  of  the  United  States.  Be  thought  thtf 
nothing  ovght  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  tbe 
Attomey-<%neraL  The  salary  wss  luffidnt 
to  secure  tbe  highest  grade  of  profeeuon^  ^ 
ent,  and  be  presomed  it  was  thought  so  1?  w 
committee  who  reported  the  bilL  "  "'  JJ 
great  as  the  oompensatian  allowed  to  ujij 
3,6  heads  of  Department,  or  any  of  Ibe  Wp 
offleen  of  Government,  and  these  were  sll  p^ 
hiblted  from  the  practice  of  law  in  all  the  ^ 
ferior  oonrts  of  the  United  States;  m  « 
thonght  they  ought  also  to  be  prohibited  mv 
practice  In  all  oonrts.  He  said  he  hsd  no  [«■ 
tionlar  anziet7  about  either  the  bill  w,"*  1 
amendment ;  but  if  tbe  one  was  '»"''•'*? 
operation,  he  thonght  the  other  should  booM*  | 
Mr.  Houixs  tbon^t  that  his  motiMi  lo  i^  : 
oommit  was  suffloientiy  distinct,  and  undeBtMJ 
by  every  genUeman.  He  thonght  that  woew 
tiiedoties,  if  not  all,  proposed  by  the'»''rf,  I 
imposed  on  the  Attorney-General,  sbonM  »  , 
done  by  another  Department.  K  did  nM  »  I 
oome  him  to  direct  Ae  committee;  he  diflWJ  ; 
think  it  proper  for  him  todoso;  1"'J*?^  ! 
on  all  such  matters  to  have  a  proper  IstiW" 
given  them.  To  aaj  that  if  his  resolutwn  p»- 
vriled  the  MU  could  not  be  perfected  Ui»«* 
rion,  was  no  argument  with  him ;  new^  . 
the  Executive  Departments  were  V«"*^^ 
once :  all  of  them  were  gradnally  ^''^'^ 
as  experience  and  expedience  showed "J^r^ 
soribed.  He  was  opposed  to  this  wU,  w«^ 
he  was  opposed  to  the  creation  of  ''•„'™!^ 
sary  office.  Where  an  office  was  '"W  »f~^ 
sary,  he  never  would  be  found  to  vws  V^ 
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l£r.  U0K1111.ET  uud  he  was  not  vtrj  aolidt- 
OQB  about  the  bill ;  neverthelMH,  be  OMUidered 
that  a  change  was  Deoewary  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  tba  I«w  Department  of  the  Ckirem- 
ment ;  and  if  gentlemen  would  deviae  a  better 
cMie  than  the  preaent,  be  would  yield  it  hia  Hip- 

Ert.  He  tmuered  that  in  do  oonntry  waa  uie 
w  D^)artmeDt  in  ao  wretched  ft  oondKiftn  as 
in  the  United  States.  Some  of  oar  meet  im- 
portant leg^  afFain  are  intmated  to  aa  oSoar 
who,  be  believed,  was  do  lawyer ;  and  whose 
eompensation  waa  sot  sofBoient  to  command  a 
high  grade  of  intelleotoal  endowment  Mr. 
UoE.  said  he  knew  a  (urenmstanoe  wMoh  illna- 
tratod  this  position.  It  related  to  the  cele- 
brated Tazoo  claim.  The'  amonnt  wae  large, 
and  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
was  directed  by  the  Oomptroller  to  make  the 
beet  de&noe  he  could  for  the  GoTermneDt ;  bnt 
not  one  tittle  of  teetimony  was  Auniahed  him 
for  that  porpoee.  This,  and  sooh  evils  as  this, 
wonld  be  corrected  by  the  pravisions  of  the 
blU.  It  will  then  beooma  Om  daty  of  the  At- 
torney-General te  direct  the  IHetrict  Attornlea, 
and  to  fiirmsb  them  with  the  beet  testimcmy 
that  can  be  prooored  to  sobBtantiate  the  claims 
of  the  Government^  or  to  defend  it  from  the 
impoailJoQ  of  creditors.  If  this  course  were 
panned,  and  a  ririd  responability  introdnced, 
those  abnaes  tiiat  nave  crept  in  wonld  be  cor- 
rected ;  and  be  believed  tbtd^  a  saving  from  half 
to  a  million  of  dollars  annoallj,  to  the  Oovem- 
ment,  would  be  the  resolt.  He  thonght  it 
wonld  not  be  so  difflonlt  to  indnoe  geuttemen 
of  the  first  legal  and  ioteUeotoal  powers  to  ac- 
cept the  office^  Uie  genUeman  from  Hassa- 
chosetts  Qix.  WnmB}  aeemed  to  think.  I^ 
however,  a  better  remedy  fw  the  evil  were  d»- 
Tjaed,  he  wonld  have  no  ol(]eo(iona  to  give  it 
his  support. 

Mr.  FBEuiTaHnTflEN  felt  fKendly  to  the  bill, 
bnt  was  opposed  to  thoae  eectiona  which  im- 
poaed  on  the  Attomey-General  the  task  of  sn- 
perintending  the  oonceras  of  the  Patent  Office^ 
and  Qk  pnblication  of  the  laws.  It  was  hi^y 
important,  however,  that  some  officer  ahonld 
be  ^>pointed  to  attuid  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenne,  and  te  direct  the  rarions  anlts  which 
It  mi^t  become  necessary  fbr  the  United  States 
to  brug.  The  Senator  from  ICaaenri  admitted 
thwe  were  evils  in  the  preoent  system,  and  he 
hoped  be  wonld  agree  to  apply  me  remedy  to 
a  part  of  Uiem,  If  the  whole  oonld  not  be 
readied.  It  had  been  stated  some  days  ego,  by 
a  Senator  on  diis  floor,  (Mr.  VoBsntB,)  that  a 
bill  bad  been  in  promss^  and  ocmaideraUf  ma- 
tured, in  the  other  Eodw,  to  ^ptdnt  an  officer 
to  manage  the  important  bnnmasa  of  the  ool- 
leotion  of  the  reventM ;  bat  that  the  friends  of 
the  biU  had  abandoned  it  in  despair,  becanse  of 
tfae  mmberleas  mptioatiom  from  incompetent 
persona  for  tlie  t^ce  to  be  created,  Sow,  said 
Mr.  F.,  that  will  always  be  the  ease,  mdasB  yon 
eatabliah  an  office  with  a  high  salary,  and  le- 
qniring  the  talents  of  an  eminent  jnrist.  It 
was  not  neceesary  that  the  law  officer  to  be  ap- 
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lectdons ;  but  let  him  be  the  head  of  the  sys- 
tem-^et  it  go  abroad  that  each  an  officer  has 
the  charge  of  the  bnsiness,  and  all  those  inf^ 
rior  agents  who  have  been  compMned  ot  will 
feel  bis  power,  and  properly  attend  te  the 

Being  in  favor  of  the  system,  thongh  with 
some  B^gbt  otfjections  te  the  present  bill,  he 
ehonid  vote  for  the  motjos  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  HoLMxa,)  te  re-commit  it,  that  it 
might  be  again  presented  in  a  more  Avorable 

Mr,  SutroKD  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  HouoB  observed,  that  the  s^aiy  of  the 
Attemey-Qeneral  waa  now  fixed  at  three  thon- 
aand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the 
reason  why  it  was  not  so  large  as  the  ealariea 
of  other  heads  of  Departments  was,  thoL  by 
being  permitted  te  porsne  his  other  avooawma, 
wMdi  were  acknowledged  to  be  wofitable,  he 
more  *'^i*"  i«*Ha  up  to  hifnaalf  tAe  amonnt  of 
oompensatitm  received  by  the  others  who  wwe 
confined  to  their  offices.  If  this  bill  intended 
to  eatabliah  a  Kmu  Dqwrtment,  let  it  be  ealfod 
so,  and  made  eo,  instead  of  Iwidoting  for  tiie 
benefit  of  a  partionlar  individnal,  and  giving 
bim  the  high  onluy  of  a  head  ot  a  deparbnwt^ 
and  permitting  him  to  devote  his  time  to  the 
practice  of  his  lucrative  profeamon.  This  was 
I^pslating  for  the  people — economy  and  re- 
trenchment with  a  vengeance.  Mr.  H,  had  in- 
tended to  offer  a  lesolntion  to  re-commit  the 
bill,  with  iuBtmotions  to  repeal  one  to  esteUish 
a  Home  Department ;  bat  for  as  in  the  minor- 
ity, said  he,  there  is  littJe  chance  of  oar  snc- 
cesefbl^  mrint^ntng  any  proportion  we  moke. 

Mr.  JoHHSToa  thooglit  the  lime  had  arrived 
when  an  attenq>t  at  iMst  sbonld  be  mode  to  or- 
ganise a  department  snoh  as  that  contemplated 
by  the  bill.  There  were  dnties,  he  said,  ap- 
pended  to  the  Treagnry,  State,  and  War  De- 
partments, which  did  not  properly  belong  to 
them ;  and  which  onght  to  be  transftored  to  a 
separate  and  distinct  department.  He  ^proved 
of  the  bill  08  flv  aa  it  goes.  There  ong^t,  he 
thonght,  to  be  a  bead  throngh  the  agency  of 
which  the  daima,  Ac,  of  onr  Qovermnent 
against  individnals,  shoold  be  proseonted,  and 
debts  doe  the  Oovwnment  ct^eeted.  He  aaid 
that,  at  the  present  time,  the  debts  doe  the 
United  States  amonnled  to  near  fonr  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  tbia 
maa  was  in  ndt,  and  the  agency  of  wluch  was 
reposed  in  the  hands  of  on  officer,  who,  thongh 
a  good  and  meritmiona  one,  waa  no  lawyer,  and 
hod  conseqtientiy  to  depend,  in  the  proseentatHi 
of  his  dnty,  on  the  legal  advioe.of  the  Attor- 
ney-Qeneral.  He  thonght,  therefore,  that  there 
waa  not  that  strict  reeponmbility  in  the  present 
^stem,  which  tiie  magnitnde  of  the  office  de- 
manded ;  and  which  he  believed  the  proviuons 
of  the  bill  wonld  meet.  Bnt  there  were  oth- 
ers, and  anomolotiB  dndes,  imposed  on  the  Al>- 
tomey-Qeneral  by  the.  bill,  to  which  Mr.  J. 
objected.    Our  Indians,  0117  Patent  Office,  and 


Snun.] 

public  landfl,  required  anotiier  deputmcnt, 
Th«  Hb-tj  had  its  appropriate  dntlM ;  but  he 
ooold  not  eee  what  redaUoa  Indian  Bftirs  had 
to  the  War  Department,  the  Patent  Office  to 
the  State  J}epartment,  or  the  pnblio  laoda  with 
the  Treuarj,  to  wfaiob  th«r  are  at  preeent  «t- 
toohed.  The  dntiee  of  these  offloea  were  of 
snffident  importanoe  to  demand  a  aeparftte  de- 
partment independent  of  the  law  office,  pro- 
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■epartment  wonld  be 
the  office  to  which 


jeot  had  been  bo  long  before  the  pnblio,  and 
had  been  so  tiAj  and  w  iniDntelj  disonssed, 
that  he  preenmed  all  were  acqnaintod  with  the 
meanina  it  oouvejed,  and  Uie  dntiea  to  be 
M^nedit. 

Mr.  Wnans  doobted  the  ezisteooe  of  the 
m\i»  the  bill  was  proposed  to  remedy.  He 
ahonld  like  mnoh  to  eee  m  detail,  tlte  losMS  and 
eroHM  that  had  been  eo  mtich  ounpluned  ol 
It  waa  eaaT-  to  ai?,  that  the  OovenimeDt  h»d 
ntatdoed  loasee  imder  the  preeent  ^vtem ;  it 
mi^t  be  tme,  or  there  might  be  an  error  a*  to 
&i3t&  Ererj  great  creditor,  like  the  Oorem- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  neoeasaril;  had  bad 
debts;  bnt  this  nsnal  oonaeqaenoe  of  large 
dealinga,  vta  no  eTideoce  of  the  badnees  of  the 
Bf  Bt«tn.  Hie  opinim  was,  the  sTstem  wanted 
enlargement,  not  ebann.  He  did  not  beliere 
anj  good  would  remilt  from  the  metamorphoeu 
of  the  Attoraer-Qeneral  into  the  head  of  a  bu- 
reau ;  nor  did  he  believe  it  posuble  for  onj  one 
indiTldaal  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  both  de- 
partments. One  word  as  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Geotvia.  His 
(Mr.  F.'s)  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  bill  created 
an  ezeontive  officer — a  head  of ^  department, 
with  a  salaiT  equivalent  to  that  of  the  heads  of 
the  preaent  Executive  Departments— he  ^onld 
ocmflne  himself  strict];-  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  be  debarred  from  engaging  in  anjr 
law  praotioe  in  which  the  United  SUtea  was 
not  concerned.  Now,  add  Mr.  W.,  that  is  as 
reasonable  as  for  a  gentleman  to  tell  his  pbjd- 
oian,  that  he  should  not  fed  the  pulse  of  an^ 
other  human  being.  He,  (Mr.  W.,)  if  the  bill 
passed^  wonld  go  farther  than  the  gentleman 
from  Georf^ ;  he  wonld  say  to  such  an  officer, 
you  ahall  not  only  not  engage  in  any  private 
praotioe,  bnt  you  ahall  not  be  trusted  wWi  **-- 

-  th^ 


gia  will  yield,  in  the  event  of  this  denrsl^ 
change  in  the  ^eontive  ooone,  i«  eotirW 
vun.  The  gentleman  mut  not  indolge  n; 
with  a  fall  and  fUr  examination  of  *'>•' " 
right  and  proper,  Qeorgia  has  taken  her  oooim 
and  wiU  pnrroe  it.  The  alternative  to  *ni* 
the  Senator  looks,  of  coercion,  most  be  the  i*- 
aolL  While  I  entertain  no  feart  that  tha  gf 
tlemaa's  ht^es  will  be  realiaed,  I  ecHMM  « • 
nutter  of  oonaeittioe,  briixe  entering  ■P^'^ 
diawriw  of  the  grawal  sat^  of  the  Inn. » 

-- relieve  the  Senator  ftwm  any  VprehenriM^ 

desk  of  a  bnrean,  examining  aooounta,  and  in-    it  may  beoome  neoeasaiy  to  cnt  whits  rT"^ 
perintendiog  olerka,  instead  of  sending  him  |  in  Georpa  to  preaerve  inviolMe  the  nauow 


Uake  this  proviso,  said 
the  bill  would  be  a  sensible  one ;  the  o&oer 
would  be,  what  he  onght  to  be,  an  agent  of  the 
Treasury :  leaving  the  Attorney-General  to 
manage  tne  law  conoems  of  the  Gkovemment, 
and,  by  continnal  practice,  to  keep  himself 
brl^t  In  his  profetaion. 

Mr.  W.  then  argued  on  the  ■inconristency  of 
oombioing  the  Law  Deportment  with  a  hranob 
of  the  Treatnry  Deparbnent ;  of  oonflning  the 
highest  law  officer  of  the  Oovenunent  to  the 


{ArmL,im 

into  the  oonrta ;  and  oontended  that  the  bil 
tmpoeed  dotiea  on  the  Attomey-Genenl  im- 
poadUe  for  him  to  perform  otHtnatentlf  with 
the  dnHee  rightly  belonging  to  him. 

Hr.  KiRGthen  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  Ibi 
table.  A  bill,  be  said,  was  onder  disnme, 
some  d»8  past,  repotted  by  the  Cooimitletai 
Indian  AftUra,  providing  for  the  raiwTil  <f 
the  Indiana  weat  of  the  Himaam^ ;  and  w 
there  waa  no  probability  that  a  final  dedwa 
ooold  be  made  at  present  on  the  bill  bcAntfai 
Senate,  he  wished  the  «m  he  had  maitiund 
taken  up  and  dispoaed  o£ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TnunenAT,  April  16. 

JEsmotai  ^  tAs  Indiant. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  bill  toym^ir 

an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indiana 

In  reply  to  Mr.  fKKuiio&iTTSKH,  Mr.  FoMn 


I  regret,^,  that  the  amendment  to  the  ka% 
pY^oaed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jen«y,  !a  »l 
more  definne  and  precise,  ffisenlaitatknrfili 
porposeisnot  more  satiafactory,  than  tbeammd- 
ment  itself  and  it  is  only  by  looking  to  hiaapeed 
that  we  are  relieved  from  eml>arra8Bment.  Bia 
amendm^t  and  eiplaoatiiMi  leave  db  to  on- 
jecture  whether  he  intends  that  the  UaHad 
StatM  shall  interfere  with  the  Indians  'm  tlx 

'  States  north  of  the  Roanoke  or  not  Hii 

rich  was  ^ain  enoo^.  The  Indians  in  Nn 
k,  New  En^and,  Virginia,  &e- Ac.,  m  to 
be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  tboae  8tit», 
while  the  atm  of  the  General  Govenunsot  i>  ta 
be  extended  to  protect  the  OhooU»  Olucb- 
saws.  Creeks,  and  eepedally  the  Ohmib^ 
from  the  anticipated  of^treadons  d  MiaaanFf^ 
Alabama,  and  Geoi^  We  thank  the  geUw- 
man  for  his  amiable  discrindnation  in  oer 
favor.  He,  no  doabt,  hopes  that  his  ml  aaj 
■  idnstry  in  the  Indian  cause  will  be  orowiw 
ith  suooess ;  that  he  will  be  able  to  pem>*» 
the  Senate,  and  his  friends  in  the  BonM  (« 
RepresentatlTes,  to  interfere,  and  cont'd  f'^ 
President  to  take  new  views  <rf  the  itiian 
power  of  the  State  and  General  Govenmiait^ 
and  that  nnder  theee  new  views  the  phrww 
force  of  the  oonntry  wiU  be  used,  if  neoeHaiTi 
to  arrest  the  progreaa  of  Georgia.  The  ^"f 
tation  the  gentleman  baa  expressed,  that  Ocar- 
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fiiith,  and  to  perform  oat  treaty  engagementa 
to  tbe  Indiana.    It  is  tme,  the  gentleman  dia- 

^i  no  morbid  Bongibilitj  at  the  idea  of  shed- 
the  blood  of  white  men  in  this  oraaade  in 
bTor  of  Indian  r^hts. 

[Kr.  FaKUNQHUTamr  ezpl^ned :  he  did  not 
Bay  he  felt  no  morbid  aensibility  at  the  idea  of 
Bhedding  blood  in  defence  of  the  Indiana.] 
Mr.  FoBSTTH  oontinued :  I  would  not  misap- 

Erehend  tiie  gentleman  for  the  world,  and  no 
idncement  could  tempt  me  to  miareprcaeiit 
him ;  bnt  I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  mipres- 
■ion  made  by  his  remarkg.  The  gentleman 
enlopzed  Hr.  Jefferson  for  hia  letter  to  G«Deral 
Knox,  of  the  lOfch  of  Angost,  1761.  He  dwdt 
with  peooliar  emphasis  on  the  spirit  of  that 
letter,  and  said  Hr.  JeSbraon  had  no  morbid 
eeninbility  at  the  idea  of  shedding  blood  in  de- 
fence of  tlie  lodiana  agunst  the  whiles.  He 
wished  ardently  that  the  present  Ezeontive  had 

r':rai  with  tie  firmnesB  and  in  the  Bplrit  of 
letter  to  Geor^a;  he  believed  Georgia 
wonld  have  Tielded,  and  wonld  now  jirAA  to 
■noh  language  from  the  Executive ;  if  she  did 
not,  tiie  reBponeibilit;  of  the  blood  abed  would 
be  Qpon  her  head.  Now,  sir,  althongh  we 
dread  no  rMponsibilitf,  I  have  ao  much  kind- 
ness for  the  Senator  aa  to  wish  to  satisfy  him, 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  an  aaaanlt  upon  ns, 
notwithstanding  he  displayed  so  little  sjrapa- 
thj  for  tlie  whites — a  oironmstanoe  not  won- 
dtn^iil,  however — having  exhaosted  all  his  sjm- 
patliy  npon  the  red  men,  none  for  the  whitea 
oould  be  reasonably  looked  for  from  him.  I 
propose,  then,  sir,  for  his  relief  to  show  that, 
ecmsidering  this  as  a  treaty  qoestion,  arising 
imder  a  fair  exercise  of  the  treaty-making 
power  with  a  foreign  Glovernment,  entirely  un- 
oonneoted  with  any  disputes  about  the  relative 
power  of  the  State  Government,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  that  Geoi^a 
stands  perfectly  justified,  upon  Lis  own  princi- 
ples, in  the  steps  she  has  chosen  to  take  with 
regard  to  those  Oherokees  who  reside  within 
her  tetritotial  limits.  The  gentleman  asserts 
Uiat  the  Greeks  and  Oherokees  are  acknowl- 
edged to  be  independent  nations,  by  treaties 
m^e,  ilrst  with  Georgia,  and  lastly  with  the 
United  States ;  that  the  independenoe  of  those 
tribes  is  gnarantied  by  the  United  States ;  that 
treaties  with  the  United  States  are  the  supreme 
laws  of  the  land,  and  mnst  i>e  executed,  alttioagh 
in  coUi^on  with  State  constitutions  and  Btat« 
laws.  The  independence  of  the  tribes  rests  on 
Uiis  ailment — that  the  formatioa  of  a  treaty 
IB,  between  the  parties,  an  acknowledgment  of 
nmtaal  independenoe.  I  will  not  stop  to  show 
tlie  nnmerons  exceptions  to  this  mle ;  insisting, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  shall  admit,  what 
I  presimie  nobody  will  deny,  that  the  two  par- 
lies to  a  treaty,  independent  when  it  was  made, 
may,  by  the  terms  of  that  instrument,  change 
their  characters,  and  assnme  those  of  sov- 
ereign and  dependent.  The  gentleman  has 
thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  Greeks ;  why,  I 
eannot  tell ;   they,  at  least,  have  now  no  busi- 


new  with  Georgia.  We  are  rid  of  them,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  has  no  desire  to  bring  them 
back  upon  ns  to  aid  the  Gberokees.  Bat,  as  he 
baa  referred  to  them,  I  will  ask  his  attention  to 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Galphinton, 
oonolnded  on  the  12th  November,  178B,  parts 
of  whioh  be  bos  himself  quoted : 

"Article  1.  The  sud  Indiuis, for  themselves,  and 
all  the  tribes  or  toms  witliin  their  respective  na- 
tions, within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
have  been,  and  now  are,  members  of  the  some,  ^ce 
the  day  and  dste  of  the  constitution  of  the  said 
Btate  of  Georgia." 

Is  not  this  article  broad  enoagh  to  snstun 
the  ol^m  of  the  State  to  the  sovereignty  over 
the  Creeks  t  If  they  were  members  of  the 
State,  as  they  acknowledged  themselves  to 
have  been,  from  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitU' 
tion  of  Geotvia,  what  beoame  of  th^  separate 
and  independent  character  as  a  nation  or  tribe ) 
So  maob  for  the  Greeks.  I  will  not,  in  tender- 
ness to  the  lately  defonot  administration,  say 
more  on  this  chapter  of  oor  Indian  history. 
How  stands  it  with  the  Oherokees  ?  Their  sit- 
uation differed  fVom  that  of  the  Oreeks  in  this : 
all  the  Oreeks  who  were  within  the  United 
States  oocnpied  land  within  the  territorial  lim- 
its of  Georgia ;  the  Oherokees  oocnpied  a  t«- 
ritory  in  North  Oarolina,  South  Oarolina,  and 
Georgia,  the  greater  number  being  in  North 
Oarofina.  The  treaty  of  De  Wen's  Comer, 
formed  May  16, 177T,  with  South  Oarolina  and 
Georgia,  by  the  Oherokees,  settles  the  question 
with  the  Gherokeea.  The  first  artiole  of  this 
treaty  is  in  these  words : 


fealed  theb  fbrees,  victoriously  psoMrated  through 
their  lower  towns,  sdddle  setUueents  and  valleys ; 
and  quietly  and  nnopposed,  bidlt,  held,  and  con- 
tinue  to  ooenpy,  the  fort  at  Eseniieca,  dkereby  HA 
effect  and  malntulf  the  eanquest  of  all  the  fflierokee 
lands  eastward  of  the  Unicaye  mountain ;  and  to 
and  for  ^eir  people,  did  sequin,  poaseu,  and  yet 
continue  to  hold,  in  and  over  the  said  lands,  all  and 
singular,  the  rights  incidental  to  conquest ;  and  the 
Cherokee  nation,  in  consequence  thereof,  do  cede 
the  said  lands  to  the  said  people,  the  people  of 
South  Carolina." 

You  see,  sir,  the  Oherokees  admit  that  South 
Carolina  had,  by  coaqnest,  aeqaired  a  right  to 
all  the  land  in  the  valleys  i)elow  the  Unicaye 
moontMus.  These  mountains  lie  in  Tennessee, 
beyond  the  territorial  clums  of  South  Oarolina 
and  Georgia.  South  Oarolina  conquered  the 
ootmtry  from  their  red  neighbors ;  the  right  of 
oonqnest  is  admitted :  the  benefit  of  that  con- 
quest was,  according  to  the  well-known  righta 
of  Oeorcia  and  South  Oarolina,  with  both  of 
whom  Uie  treaty  was  formed,  to  be  eiyoyed 
respectively  by  those  States.  But  this  is  not 
all ;  no  sabsequent  change  in  the  political  oon- 
dition  of  the  United  States  can  be  used  as  a 
pretext  for  denying  to  Geo^ia  the  claim  to 
sovereignty  over  ttie   Cherokee*  within   her 
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Umits.  W«  stand  impregnably  fortified  npon 
treaties  to  wbicfa  the  tJiiited  States  are  parties. 
Evety  profeasioiial  man  who  remetiib«rB  his 
Blackstone,  knows  that  legislation  is  the  high- 
est act  of  Boveraignty,  Now,  sr  by  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  the  28th 
November,  1786,  a  treaty  which  begins  with 
these  words  :  "  The  United  Stat«s  give  peace 
to  all  the  Cherokees,  and  receiye  them  into 
their  favor  and  protection ;"  strange  words  to 
be  used  to  an  nacoDqnered  and  md^ndent 
notion,  the  Oherokees  surrender  to  Oongreas 
the  power  of  legislating  for  them  at  discretion. 
I  pray  the  gentleman  to  hear  it 

"For  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  Indiiins,  and 
for  the  preveation  of  injnriea  or  oppresrions  oa  the 
part  of  the  cidzeos  or  IniiliMU,  the  United  Statei  in 
CoDgreK  uuembled,  shall  have  the  lole  and  eicla- 
^ve  right  of  regulating  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
rnanagu^  all  their  aSun  In  sueh  manner  ae  they 
think  proper." 

This  trea^,  with  all  its  hnrthens  and  benefits, 
fell  to  the  new  Government  nnder  the  oonstitn- 
lion,  when  it  was  established,  and  the  power  of 
legislating  at  disoretion,  to  prevent  injuries  or 
oppressions  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  or  In- 
dians, was  one  of  the  benefits  seoored  by  it. 
Bo  ranch  for  the  independence  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation.  It  may  be  asked,  however,  what 
has  this  treat;  to  do  with  the  qnestion  between 
Georgia  wid  the  Cherokee  Government  t  It 
doee  not  follow  that,  because  the  United  States 
have  sovereignty  over  the  Cherokeos,  that  the 
State  has  it.  The  compact  made  by  the 
United  States  with  Georgia,  in  1802,  famishes 
the  satiafaetory  answer  to  this  inqniry.  The 
United  States,  having  acquired,  by  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  EopeweU,  the  power  of 
legislation  over  the  CheroKees,  had  the  good- 
ness to  transfer  it  to  the  State.  Let  ns  see,  sir, 
what  this  compact  is.  By  the  flrat  article, 
Oeor^  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  her 
ri^ht,  claim,  title,  A«.,  to  the  Jnrisdiction  and 
soil  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  the  Oattahoo- 
chie.  as  far  as  Ubaissippi,  &&,  on  specified 
conoitiona.  By  the  second  artiiue,  the  United 
States  accept  the  cession  on  the  conditions  ex- 
pressed, and  they  "  cede  to  the  State  of  Qeor* 
gia,  whatever  clum,  right,  or  titl^  they  may 
have  to  the  jorisdiotion  and  soil  w  any  lands, 
lying  within  the  United  States,  and  oat  of  the 
proper  bomidariea  of  any  other  State,  and  sitn- 
ateu  sonth  of  the  eonthem  bonndaries  of  the 
States  of  Tenneosee^  North  Oarolina,  and  Sonth 
Oarolina,  and  east  ctf  the  boondary  line  herein 
above  described,  as  the  eastern  bonndary  of 
the  territory  ceded  by  Geoi^ia  to  the  United 
States."  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  may 
be  assored,  that  the  OherokoM,  over  whom  the 
Georgia  laws  are  to  operate,  live  npon  the  ter- 
ritory deecribed  in  the  second  article  of  the 
compaot  of  1802,  south  of  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  and  Bonth  Carolina,  and  east  of  the 
Cattahoochie.  Gentlemen  may  amnse  them- 
selves  with  finding  fault  with  thia  transfer  by 
the  United  States  of  a  power  granted  to  them, 
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and  intended  to  be  nsed  by  the  United  Stit* 
only.  They  may  prove  it,  if  they  choose,  u 
act  of  IqJQstioe  to  the  Cherokees— a  Tid«tiffli 
of  faith.  We  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
terfere with  snoh  qnestiona.  The  United  SOta 
obtmned,  by  treaty,  the  power  to  legislate  onr 
the  OhenAees,  ana  transferred  it  to  Oeorgii. 
The  justice  and  propriety  of  this  transfer  miot 
be  settled  by  the  United  States  and  the  Ohero- 
kees. In  this  settlement  Georpa  has  ber  bo- 
then  to  bear,  as  one  of  the  memherB  of  tli> 
Union ;  bat  no  more  than  her  &ir  proportin. 
If  any  pecuniary  saorifieee  are  required  to  ia 
jnstioe  to  the  injured,  let  them  bemads:  ifi 
sacrifice  of  blood  is  demanded  as  a  propitiitiai 
for  this  sin,  to  avert  the  judgment  of  Htam, 
let  the  victim  be  seleoted.  Jostice  demndi 
that  it  be  forniahed  by  the  whole  country,  nd 
not  by  Georgia ;  and  if  the  honorable  Senitor 
from  New  Jersey  will  fix  upon  one  b«*«i 
the  Delaware  and  the  Hudson,  he  will  at*p< 
ell  imputations  of  being  actnated  by  my  dm- 
tive  but  the  love  injustice — pure  inatice.  Fot 
OS  it  is  enough  to  have  shown,  that  vbtt  *e 
claim  is  in  our  bond,  and  until  the  gentloun 
can  rail  off  the  seal,  onr  claim  must  be  sSeind, 
though  it  should  extend  to  the  peual^  rf  ■ 
ponnd  of  flesh.  Tea,  air,  we  culm,  sid  w» 
will  have  the  penalty  of  the  bond— the  pMiiii 
of  flesh,  not  in  the  Shylock  spirit  to  destrof; 
we  will  take  it  npon  the  conditions  preseribei 
by  the  learned  doctor  in  the  court  of  Yeidce, 
the  gentie  Portia—"  Not  one  drop  of  Wood 
shall  beshed;"  we  will  take  onr  "just  ponni,^ 
ndther  "  more  nor  less,  by  one  poor  senrple ; 
the  balance  in  which  our  rights  are  WNglw 
shall  stand  precisely  even ;  ndther  ecsle  sbd 
descend  below  the  other  "  the  ninth  psrt  (rf  » 
hair."  Respect  for  the  Senator  ftom  Ke»  J"' 
aey  will  not  permit  me  to  chai^him  withwj 

iiremediteted  obliquity  of  vision ;  hot  cert^- 
y,  when  it  is  recollected  that  aU  the  treaties! 
have  presented  to  the  Senate  were  eisniiiiM 
and  quoted  by  him,  it  is  strange  by  whtt  {tOi- 
ity  it  was,  that  his  eye  did  not  for  a  laomm 
rest  upon  either  of  the  pregnant  prorisioiulo 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  direct  hii  atten- 
tion. There  they  stand,  conclusive  refiittfiMa 
of  all  his  arguments  founded  npon  other  pn>- 


nnlesa  he  is  able  to  prove  that  they  bare  be 
fbrmally  altered  by  tiie  parties  to  them- 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  having  shown,  if  not  to  «"• 
satisfaction  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jenef,  I 
trust  to  that  of  the  Senate,  that  upon  the  pBjj- 
dplea  asHumed  by  the  adversaries  of  the  wt 
Georgia  stands  justified  in  her  course;  1  uw 
proceed  to  submit  a  few  observatioM  on  ™ 
sobjeot  of  the  disposition  which  ought  to  M 
made  of  the  Indians  within  the  United  ei«» 
The  preliminary  inquiry  was  not  merely  >fM 
a  view  to  relieve  the  mind  of  the  Senator  fniffl 
New  Jersey  from  painful  apprehenRons,  bu  w 
show  to  the  Senate  that  our  opinions  onj" 
great  any  ect  of  the  aborigines  were  not  ftnneo 
to  suit  onr  interests,  nor  at  aU  influenoeU  vj 


tbem;  that  th«re  was  no  motive  operating 
nfioD  our  minds  to  tempt  qb  into  erronsoDS 
jadgmenta.  The  condition  of  the  remnanU  of 
the  ODoe  formidable  tribea  of  ladiana  is  kaowQ 
to  be  deplorable :  all  admit  that  there  ie  some- 
thing doe  to  the  remuning  indlvidnals  of  the 
race ;  all  deaire  to  grant  more  than  is  jaetlj 
due  for  their  preservstion  and  civilization.  Be- 
centlj  great  efforts  have  been  made  to  excite 
the  pnblic  mind  into  a  state  of  aoreasonable 
and  jealoos  apprehension  in  their  behalf.  The 
evidences  of  these  eSbrta  are  before  as  in  peti- 
tions that  have  been  ponring  in  from  different 
parts  of  the  connti7.  The  clergj,  the  laitj, 
the  law7erB,  and  the  ladies,  have  been  dragged 
into  the  service  and  united  to  press  upon  na. 
Bat  these  efforts  bave  been  nnavaillnff :  the 
people  are  too  well  informed  to  be  deladed; 
ther  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  wisd(»n  of  the  adminutration  to  be  misled 
bj  persons  who  have  united,  at  this  eleventh 
horn',  in  opposition  to  a  project  which  has  been 
steadily  kept  ia  view  bj  three  Hdminiatrations, 
To  show  what  has  been  attempted,  I  pray  the 
Bensto  to  attend  to  an  extract  of  a  letter  re- 
oeived  from  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent 
gentleman  in  one  of  the  New  England  Btatea. 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  extract  wH^  follows :] 

"An  aRempt  is  making  ifi  the  Butam  SUtea  to 
create  a  great  deal  of  eympath;  for  this  people; 
and  the  attempt  ia  making,  so  far  as  I  can  dtscover. 
by  irbal  is  termed  the  'Christisn  party  in  politic*. 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 
Untral  Hoiutn  to  Gaural  Smglh. 


Petjtians  to  Congreaa  haie  been  sot  up,  printed 
ctrcolated  through  the  New  EDgUnd  ^tea  for  Aa- 
oatDres,  without  any  post  mark  to  iadtoate  their 


starting  point ;  they  bave  been  fomaided  to  every 
town ;  addreaaed  to  '  Congregational  clergymen  of 

or  either  of  bia  deacoua,'  nitb  iugtructiona 

to  hare  them  filled  with  as  many  ugnatarea  as  can 
be  obtained,  and  then  forwarded  to  Congress  with 
•■  little  delay  as  possible.  These  petitions  euppU- 
oate  Congress  to  protect  tbe  Indians  In  the  oecti- 
paacy  and  etyoyment  of  the  lands  where  they  re- 


probably  hare  reached  Congress  before  this  time." 

OoDsidering  the  means  employed,  it  is  snr- 
prising,  not  mat  we  have  petitions  before  as, 
but  that  we  have  so  few,  and  to  the  Bonthem 
Motion  of  the  Union  it  is  a  oonsolation  to  know 
that  these  efforts  to  prejudice  tbe  qnestion  of 
their  rights  should  have,  in  many  inatanoes, 
produced  a  f^r  invealogation  of  them,  and  tbe 
ezpreeaions  of  popular  opinion  in  their  behalf, 
the  more  preciona  since  they  were  spontaneous, 
the  ofi^pnng  of  honest  conviction,  and  not  of 
political  srrangamenL    That  many  respectable 

f  arsons  have  been  deceived,  ia  not  £sputed. 
hey  bave  been  the  unresisting  Instrnments  of 
the  artful  and  designing,  and  ministered  to  po- 
Utioal  malignity,  while  they  believed  them- 
selves l&bormg  in.  the  oaoae  of  Jostice  and  hu- 
manity. 

Two  evidences  of  saoh  delusions  are  before 
me.  A  circnlar  printed  for  the  signature  of  the 
ladies,  and  forwuded  to  me  with  anote,  "read 


with  a  view  to  eternity,"  as  if  I  were  in  daniper 
of  eternal  pnnishment  if  I  did  not  abandon  Uie 
defence  of  the  position  taken  by  Georgia,  on 
which  I  have  already  perilled  my  repatation  as 
a  politician,  and  stand  responsible  as  an  ao- 
conntable  being.  The  other,  ur,  ia,  tojndge  by 
its  contents,  t£e  work  of  an  amiable  Bevolu- 
tionar;  soldier,  (Alphens  Oamden,  of  Long  Isl- 
and, he  signs  nimselil  who  expresses  the  deep- 
est conviction  of  the  proprietv  of  his  opinions, 
and  ni^es  me,  as  I  dread  the  norrors  of  an  In- 
dian and  a  servile  war^  to  retrace  my  own  steps, 
and  correct  the  opinions  of  tbe  State.  These 
delnaions  will  pass  away ;  this  venerable  man, 
like  all  others  who  have  been  misled,  will  soon 
know  that  they  misunderstood  both  our  princi- 
ples and  OUT  purposes,  and  have  formed  on  this 
snbject  crude  Judgments  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  neoeaaair  to  a  correct  decis- 
ion ;  and  withont  due  reflection  upon  Uie  past 
or  the  future. 


MoHDAT,  April  19. 
Funeral  Simon  to  Gen.  Smj/tA. 

After  the  ritting  was  opened : — < 

A  mess^  having  been  received  from  the 
House  of  Bepresentetives,  by  their  clerk,  an- 
nouncing the  demise  of  the  honorable  Auxak- 
DBS  Butts,  one  of  the  BepreaentetiTes  in  Con- 
gress fWnn  the  Sti^  of  Vii^inia  r — 

Ur.  Ttlxb,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows ; 

The  death  of  Albxutdeb  Bxttb,  just  an- 
nounced to  ns,  leaves  a  considerable  void  in  so- 
ciety. For  the  long  period  of  probably  fbrty 
jears,  he  has  been  engaged  in  publio  life.  His 
services  in  the  Virghiia  L^[ialatnre  will  long 
be  remembered,  whue  his  career  in  the  Honee 
of  Representatives  will  best  attest  his  ohorooter. 
Possessing  fine  talents,  with  a  mind  logical  and 
precise  his  manners  were  retiring  and  unobtru- 
sive. If  he  did  not  possess  the  raomCer  in  moA», 
he  undeniably  possessed  the/ortiter  in  n.  His 
speeches,  delivered  in  tbe  various  stations 
which  he  has  filled,  will  survive  as  the  beat 
monument  of  his  virtue,  industry,  and  bia  Int^- 
lectnal  firmness  and  strength.  With  high 
claims  to  public  preferment,  he  preferred  to 
rest  for  his  snppotii  npon  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict in  the  service  of  which  he  has  died,  and 
that  people  have  over  and  over  ag^  awarded 
to  him  ttie  highest  meed  of  their  approbation, 
and  know  best  how  to  estimate  bis  services. 
As  a  mark  of  reapeot  to  his  memory,  I  move 
the  following  resoiittion : 

Jiaolved,  That  tbe  Senate  win  attend  tbe  tUneral 
of  the  honorable  Alkxahdib  SirtTH,  late  a  member 
of  the  Hoose  of  Hepresentatives  from  Oie  Btate  of 
Tirginia,  this  day,  at  twelve  o'eloek ;  and,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  <rf  the  deceased, 
they  will  go  into  monming,  and  wear  erape  roond 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  nnanimonsly  agreed  to ; 
and  then, 


:    COOl^lC 


ABBIDQHENT  OF  THE 
ItoMKhmtti  Claim. 


On  motion  of  Ur.  Tazbwill,  of  Yirf^mu,  the 

Senate  adjoomed. 


TnxsDiT,  April  SO. 

MattaeJwtetU^  Claim. 

T\m  bill  to  aathorize  the  pajment  of  the 

ol^m  of  the  Bt&t«  of  Uassachnsetta,  for  militia 

serrioes  daring  the  late  war,  having  been  taken 

Ur.  Bkntom,  aa  Gh^rmoa  of  tbe  lOIitai? 
Committee,  bj  which  the  bill  had  been  report- 
ed, roM  to  eipltun  it.  He  a^d  the  clum  vaa 
founded  on  militia  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war,  and  had  been  thirt«en  ^eara  before 
the  Federal  Government  for  payment  It  had 
lieen  in  a  continued  state  of  examination,  either 
bj  Ezecntive  officers  or  by  Committees  of  Oon- 
irreaa  dnring  all  that  time ;  and  the  resnlta  of 
these  examinations  had  been  nniformlj  the 
same,  namely,  that  a  part  of  the  claims  rest  on 
the  same  principles  on  which  cldma  ftom  other 
Btates  reatod  wbioh  have  been  pud,  and  of 
conrve  ooght  to  be  pud  also.  The  briin  history 
of  these  examinations  and  resnlta.  is  this ;  these 
iMms  were  first  presented  at  the  War  OfQoe 
in  1817,  and  Sled  for  examination.  In  1822,  the 
delegations  in  Congress  from  Kaasachosetts  and 
Mtdne  presented  a  memorial  to  the  President, 
asking  an  ezaminatioa  and  settiement  of  them. 
In  1838,  the  third  auditor  of  the  Treaaory  was 
directed  to  audit  them,  and  to  prooeed  on  the 
some  principles  which  had  gOTemed  the  setUe- 
ment  of  like  olaims  from  other  Btates.  In  1824, 
the  President,  (Ur.  Uosboe,)  having  carefnliy 
examined  the  proceedings  of  the  anditor, 
brought  the  claims  before  Oongreas  in  a  speoial 
message,  and  recommended  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  payment,  to  the  ex- 
tent that  like  oMms  had  been  paid  from  other 
8tat«e.  This  message  went  to  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
whioh  reported  favorably ;  but  aa  their  report 
did  not  ripen  into  a  law,  Uie  subject  was  referred 
again  to  the  same  committee  in  1826,  and  a 
&vorable  report  agun  made.  That  payment 
of  the  clums,  to  a  certain  extent,  ought  to  be 
made,  seemed  then  to  he  agreed  on  eH  hands ; 
but  the  aooonnts  were  numerous,  complex,  and 
depeudiuK  upon  variety  of  testimony,  as  well 
as  on  dif^rent  principles.  A  body  so  numerous 
as  the  HonM  of  Re^treBentativea,  found  It  difS- 
cnlt  to  examine  particulars  and  liquidate  a  long 
aooonnt ;  and  they  did  what  every  public  body 
ousht  to  do  under  the  like  circumstances :  they 
reSrred  it  to  the  aocounting  offioen  to  make 
the  examination,  and  report  the  amonnt  which 
ought  to  he  paid.  The  reference  was  to  the 
War  Department,  and  the  third  anditor  was 
charged  with  the  hunness.  He  occupied  him- 
self abont  it  for  nearly  eighteen  months,  a  pe- 
riod of  time  whioh  I  mention  particularly,  to 
show  the  degree  of  care  which  a  moat  careful 
officer  bestowed  npon  the  examination,  and  re- 
ported in  &Tor  of  abont  ono'half  of  the  amount 


[Ann,  188a 

of  Uiese  claims.    The  entire  daim  was  fbr  ei^it 

hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  nx  hondred 
and  one  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents ;  the  re- 
port is  for  four  hundred  and  thirty  tjiouaand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents.  To  tiie  amount  thus  allowed, 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  is  limited.  It 
proposes  to  pay  what  the  third  anditor  hat 
found  to  be  dne  nnder  the  referenoe  mode  to 


thira  auditor  is  the  officer  of  the  Government; 
he  has  a^nated  the  account  nnder  the  instmo- 
tions  of  the  Honee  of  Bepresentatives ;  and  the 
payment,  miless  his  settiement  can  be  impe«di- 
ed,  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  oonrse, 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  impeach  his  Mtt^ 
ment.  The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
saw  none.  References  to  the  opinions  (A  % 
committee  may  not  be  strictiy  regular ;  bat,  in 
this  case,  it  may  be  allowable,  and  I  can  saj 
that  our  opinion  was  nnanimons  in  reporting 
this  hlU.  Prejudices  have  prevailed  agaiut 
these  claims.  I  have  felt  these  pr^udices.  I 
have  seen  the  t^me  when  I  never  expected  to 
vote  fbr  their  payment.  Theae  pr^nmces  ood- 
tinued  until  it  became  my  duty  to  examine 
them ;  and  that  examination  has  resulted  with 
me,  as  with  all  others  who  made  it,  in  the  otm- 
viction  that  a  large  pari,  of  them  ooght  to  be 
pud, 

Mr.  SiLSBEi  said,  Aat  after  the  satisfactory 
explanation  of  this  casa  which  had  been  ^voi 
by  the  Senator  from  Missonri,  who  prraidea 
over  the  committee  which  had  Just  investigated 
it,  he  shonld  be  mnch  more  brief  in  his  re- 
marks upon  it  than  he  might  otherwiBe  have 
been.  But  as  the  bill  was  introduced  I^  me, 
(said  Ur.  8.,)  in  the  discharge  of  what  I  con- 
ceived to  be  my  doty  to  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  in  this 
body,  it  may  be  expected  of  me,  in  porsaaooe 
of  that  duty,  to  say  a  few  words  in  its  support. 

This  Uaasachu  setts'  olum  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  a 
claim  not  only  of  one,  hut  of  two  sovereign 
States  of  the  Union — Uassachasetta  and  Maine; 
for  military  expenditures  by  the  people  of  thorn 
States,  (then  forming  but  one  State,)  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State  against  a  foreign  and  oom- 
mon  enemy.  This  daim  has  been  over  thir- 
teen years  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  diffemit 
branches  of  this  Government.  In  Febmary, 
1817,  it  was  presented  for  payment  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive brancn  of  the  Government;  and  at  the 
succeeding  season  of  Oongress  of  18I7-'18,  it 
was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  it  has  been  before  that 
brancli  of  the  Legislature^  or  the  i^eontive 
branch  of  the  Government,  or  trarellbig  by  the 
side  of  Presidential  messages,  or  Congreatdonat 
resolutions,  fhjm  one  to  the  other,  from  that  time 
to  this,  receiving  favorable  reports  from  each,  and 
ft-om  all,  but  no  payment  yet  irom  either.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  aware  of  the  just  com- 
plaints of  the  Government  and  people  of  Massa- 
chosetla  of  Bui^  delaf ,  I  oonaidered  it  to  be  mjr 
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MamadaattHf  Claim. 


Aran,  1880.] 

datj,  afler  eonioltadon  with  tlie  other  Bepro- 
•entatives  of  that  State  in  Oongress,  to  present 
this  claini,  for  the  firet  time,  to  the  oonaderB' 
tiOQ  of  the  Senate,  where.  It  waa  hoped,  e, 
prompt  aod  jnst  dednon  wonid  be  ohtuned 
npon  it. 

This  claim  has  been  presented  and  nrged  for 
pajmeat,  as  a  Gtir  and  Jost  one,  not  onlj  or  the 
adjninistration  of  Maasaohiuetta  under  which  it 
oiiginatfid,  bnt  b j  every  snooeeding  administra- 
tion of  that  State,  from  that  time  t3  the  present 
moment ;  in  the  ooorae  of  which  time  we  hare 
had  four  different  Chief  Magistrates  in  Masea- 
chnsetta,  all  of  whom  were  perfectly  acqnainted 
whh  the  whole  history  of  this  cl^m ;  and  two 
of  them  (the  late  Governor  Enatia  and  the  pres- 
ent Gtovemor  Linoolo)  ardent  supporters  of  the 
late  war  and  of  the  measures  of  the  General 
Government  connected  with  it  We  have  also 
had.  in  the  oomrse  of  tiiia  time,  siztoen  different 
Legulatnres  ia  UasBaohnsetta,  ooming  annnally 
from  the  people,  and  poeseaslng  their  views 
noon  the  mbject ;  and  every  one  of  theee  Leg- 
iaiatiires  have,  I  believe,  onited  witli  Uie  differ- 
ent Exeontivea  of  the  State  in  support  of  this 

Although  ready  and  willing,  sir,  to  eo  into 
a  fall  investigaCiou  of  this  claim,  I  shall  avoid 
trespassing  mi  Us  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate 
■B  would  be  requisite  for  that  purpose,  unless 
it  beoomee  neoeesary,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
to  a  fov  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  Although 
tbe  enemy  was  on  oar  coast,  ci^itnring  our 
flipping  and  other  property,  and  occasionally 
committing  depredations  npon  some  of  our 
most  eiposed  towna,  in  the  course  of  the  years 
181S  and  1818,  yet  it  was  not  until  1814,  and 
after  the  peace  in  Europe,  that  we  became  se- 
rionsly  apprehensive  of  invadon.  And  the  ex- 
penditures embraced  by  this  claim,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars,  ao- 
crned  after  April,  1814,  and  the  bill  now  under 


ly,  by  every  branch  of  the  Government 

have  been  found  to  come  within  the  rules  and 
prindples  wluoh  have  been  observed  in  t~ 
settlement  of  nmitar  olums  of  other  States 
not  what  has  been  asked  by  the  creditor,  but 
what  the  debtor  admits  to  be  due.  Sir,  bnt  for 
these  expenditures,  tlie  State  of  Uassaohnsetts 
must,  and  woold  have  been  invaded,  and  much 
of  its  property  captured  or  destroyed ;  for, 
shown  by  one  of  your  own  officers  then  in  i 
inand  there,  there  were  not  a  Sufficient  number 
of  United  States  troops  within  the  State  of 
UBBsaohnaetta,  if  they  had  all  been  drawn  to 
one  point,  to  man  the  gnns  of  one  of  its  fortifl- 
cattou ;  and,  sir,  here  let  me  odd,  that  by  a 
portion  of  tliese  expenditnres,  the  property  of 
the  TTnited  Slates  waa  prevented  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Tes,  sir,  yonr  navy 
yarda  at  Obarleatown  and  Portsmouth,  and  the 
public  ships,  then  lying  at  them,  were  defend- 
ed, and  sucoeaifiiUy  d^endcd,  by  the  militia  of 
Waitni-hnrnttfi,  ■>  can  be  ahown  by  the  corre- 


[Sbutb. 

spondenceof  yourownofflcers.  [Here  Ifr. Sils- 
BKi  read  eitraote  of  letters  from  General  Dear- 
bom,  from  Commodore  Bunbridge,  from  the 
A^utont  General  of  UaaBochnsettB,  and  firom 
the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Sir,  (oontLnued  Ur.  S.,)  durmg  the  whole 
Summer  of  1814,  the  whole  seacoast  of  Uaasa- 
chnsetts  was  kept  in  a  oonatant  Btate  of  alarm, 
so  much  so,  that  but  little  else  was  thought  of 
by  any  one  but  the  defence  of  his  person,  bis 
propOTty,  and  his  coontry :  the  enemy  was  not 
only  on  our  coast,  bnt  often  in  onr  harbors ; 
invasion  and  the  destraotion  of  property  were 
dculy  and  nightly  apprehended  during  the 
whole  season ;  to  prevent  which,  KUards  were 
eetabliahed  on  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast ; 
many  of  the  nullda  constantly  on  dnty,  not 
only  the  nulitia  of  the  saabosjd,  but  uint  of 
the  interior,  were  often  marched  to  the  coast 
and  kept  on  duty,  for  tbe  protection  of  the  pub- 
lic, as  well  as  private  property,  which  was 
there  located,  and  the  whole  nulitia  of  tlie 
State  onder  orders  to  march  at  the  shortest 
notice.  A  large  portion  of  these  servioee  wera 
rendered  on  sadden  and  prasung  occasions,  to 
meet  "  invanou  or  well-founded  apprehendons 
of  invasion,"  and  are  such  as  come  clearly  witli- 
in  the  class  of  cliunts  which  has  been  allowed 
and  p^d  to  other  States,  Sir,  no  one  who  has 
examined  the  documents  appertaining  to  this 
claim,  can,  I  think,  have  failed  to  be  convinced, 
that  daring  the  summer  of  1814,  the  State  of 
Uoasachusetts  was  in  constant  and  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  without  any  other 
means  of  defence  than  its  own  militia,  ocUng, 
some  under  United.  States  offlceisj  some  nnder 
their  own  ofBcers,  and  all  acting  in  concert  and 
upon  plans  of  operation,  mntnally  agreed  upon 
by  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  (both  mil- 
itary and  naval,)  and  the  officers  of  the  State. 
By  this  union  of  council  and  operation,  the 
State  was  protected  from  invasion  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  at  their  own  ex|>enae,  and  at 
less  expense  than  it  cOuld  otherwise  have  been 
done,  for  which  they  ask  such  remuneration, 
and  only  such,  as  has  been  made  for  the  like 
services,  rendered  by  their  feUow-oitizena  of 
other  States ;  they  expect  no  leas,  Uiey  ask  no 
more ;  but,  sir,  they  have  been  asking  for  this 
a  long  time. 

[Ur.  StLSBEs  here  gave  a  statement  of  the 
proceedings  upon  this  oMm,  by  tlie  exeoutive 
and  legislative  branches  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, from  its  first  presentation  in  February, 
1817,  to  the  present  time,  and  read  extraota 
from  the  reports  of  the  different  committees  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred  in  1818,  in  1824,  and  in  1826 ; 
also  from  the  special  messages  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident Uonroe,  of  1838,  18S4,  and  182B,  and 
from  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  of  December,  18S6,  under  the  authority 
of  which  the  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  was 
made,  npon  which  the  bill  before  the  Senate 
was  founded.] 

It  is  ahown  by  these  documents,  (said  He,  &^ 


'whiob  btrve  been  famished  by  the  GoTeinioeDt 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  this  claim, 
tbftt  tie  late  Freaidenl  Monroe,  (than  whom  no 
one  knew  more  of  ita  history,  and  who  bad  no 
reason  to  entertain  predilections  for  it,)  in  three 
special  messages  to  Congress,  recommended  its 
settlement  and  payment,  according  to  the  mles 
by  which  similar  claims  of  other  States  had 
been  adjnated  and  paid.  And  every  Oommit- 
tee  of  Congrees  to  whom  it  has  been  referred, 
(and  it  has  now  been  onder  the  oonsideration 
of  fom-  diSfarent  committees,)  have  been  led  to 
the  same  oonclnaion,  and  have  reported  that  it 
onght  to  be  paid  to  that  extent.  The  amonnt 
spedded  in  tjie  bill  now  nnder  ooneideratioD, 
is  that  which  has  been  fonnd  to  be  due,  bjr  an 
investigation  of  the  most  somtanizing  officer  of 
this  Government,  uoder  a  re»oliition  of  the 
Hoose  of  Kepresentatives,  founded  npon  the 
recommendations  and  reports  Jnst  mentioned. 
And  it  is  now  before  the  Senate  with  these  high 
testimonials  in  its  snpport.  Buoh  testimonisilB, 
emanating  from  snob  sources  of  information  in 
relation  to  this  clum,  seem  to  be  sufSoient  to 
show  that  it  needs  only  to  be  eiamiued,  to  be 
approved  by  all,  of  which,  if  any  donbt  rem^- 
©o,  that  donbt  must  be  considered  as  entirely  re- 
moved by  the  frank  and  honorable  avowal  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee ;  that  the  eiam- 
inatiou  which  he  has  been  called  to  make  of  it, 
has  removed  the  unfavorable  impres^ons  which 
he  had  previously  entertuned  towards  it,  bo 
!ai,  at  least,  as  to  satisfy  him  of  the  justice  of 
passing  this  bill.  Deeming  it  needless  at  pres- 
ent to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  more  detailed 
representation  of  this  claim,  I  shall  forbear 
domg  so,  unless  it  should  hereafter  become  ne- 
cessary. I  shall,  however,  willingly  meet  any 
questions  that  may  be  proposed,  and  afford  any 
sod  every  information  I  poesess  in  relation  to 
it,  which  may  be  asked. 

Jit.  HoLsfis  made  also  a  few  remarks  in 
e^lanation  and  support  of  the  daim;  after 
which 

The  qaestioD  was  put,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  without  a  dividon. 

Semctal  c/  tAtf  Indiani. 

The  oonsideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indiuia  residing 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and  for  their 
removal  west  of  the  river  Uisusdppl,  was  re- 
Bomed. 

Hi.  Adakb  said  he  was  sure  that  all  must 
tod  embarrassment  in  addres^ng,  for  the  first 
time,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and,  es- 
pedally,  on  a  subject  of  so  ranch  importance  as 
that  now  nnder  consideration.  But  mine  (atai 
he)  is  greatly  increased  from  never  befbre  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  a  legislative  assembly. 
But  I  feel  great  encouragement,  from  a  knowl- 
edge that  this  circumstance  will  increase  to- 
wards me  the  generous  indulgence  and  courtesy 
for  which  this  body  is  so  distJngnished ;  and  I 
feel  that  it  will  be  owing  to  that  indulgence 
that  I  wiU  be  able  to  lay  trafore  the  Senate  the 
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few  imperfect  observations  which  occur  to  nw 
on  the  subject  before  us. 

The  qneslion,  which  is  submitted  to  lu  b; 
the  bill  Itself,  as  reported  te  tbe  Senate  t;  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aiun, 
is  this :  whether  Congress  will  antboriia  the 
Prendent  of  the  Uniteo  States  to  eicbsnge  Un- 
ritory  belonging  to  the  United  Btatea  neAof 
the  river  Hiasissipt^  and  not  within  tb«  limit) 
of  any  Stete  or  organized  Territory,  withiaj 
tribe  of  Indians,  or  the  individttals  of  sach  tribe, 
now  residing  within  the  limits  of  an;  Btsteoc 
Territory,  and  with  whom  the  United  Stateih»n 
any  existing  treaties,  who  may  voluntarily chtuw 
to  make  snch  excnange  for  the  lands  vlM 
such  tribe  of  Indians,  or  the  individuala  of  sui 
tribe,  at  present  occupy ;  to  compenssle  individ- 
uals of  those  tribes  for  improvemeDto  naie 
upon  the  lands  they  now  occnpy ;  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  their  removal  and  settlement  in  the 
conntry  west  of  the  Utadssippi,  and  proride 
them  necessary  subsistence  for  one  year  then- 
after. 

The  authority  contemplated  by  the  bill  it,  to 
make  the  exchange  of  territory  with  those  b- 
dians,  and  with  toose  only  who  are  willing  In 
make  it.  The  IHends  of  this  measure  do  utl 
wish  to  vest  power  in  the  Preddent  of  to 
United  States  to  asngn  a  district  of  coontij 
west  of  the  JDssisaippi,  and,  by  strong  srm,  lo 
drive  these  unfortunate  people  fhim  their  pt* 
ent  alrade,  and  compel  them  to  take  up  that 
residence  m  the  country  assigned  to  them.  On 
the  contrary  it  is  their  wish  that  this  eicluiip 
should  be  left  to  the  free  and  volonlsry  obciw 
of  the  Indians  themselves. 

Is  there  any  thing  alarming  in  thie  propos- 
tion  f  any  thing  to  cause  that  fear  and  treiD- 
blmg  for  the  fate  of  the  nnfbrtunale  Iiiditt 
which  have  been  maniffested  in  tbe  oppoahoo 
te  thU  bill  (  Is  there  any  thing  to  aii  forth 
those  animated  dennnoiations  against  thow 
who  disregard  and  violate  the  faith  of  treatieir 
As  if  those  who  support  this  measure  we« 
ready  to  prostrate  at  the  fbot  of  their  o'?^ 
did  interest  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  into" 
a  stain  upon  her  escuteheon  that  all  the  wi'*'* 
of  the  IDswBsippi  ooold  not  wash  oat.  I  «^ 
fess,  fbr  my  own  part,  I  can  see  nothing  uit« 
proviMons  of  the  bill  before  na  unbecamiBg  tli" 
character  of  a  great,  just,  and  nmgnanwHW 
nation.  And,  indeed,  if  I  had  heard  onlj  « 
much  of  the  eloquent  speeches  of  those  wh» 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  enjoined  up* 
us  the  striotest  good  faith  in  the  obserTsnce  M 
treaties,  I  would  have  concluded  tt»' !^ 
were  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  propfflW 
measure.  ,  „,  ^ 

As  early  as  the  year  180S,  the  Umted  S^ 
entered  into  a  compact  with  the  State  of  WW- 
gia,  which  compact  was  ratifled  in  tM  n* 
solemn  manner,  being  approved  by  the  LM" 
gress  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  I^^ 
tnre  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  By  this  tff» 
ment,  the  United  States  obtained  ftom^ 
State  of  Geoi^  a  oeadtm  of  territory,  ami- 
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cient,  in  ezteot,  to  form  two  large  States,  and 
Id  put  oolisideration  for  Buoh  an  immense  ac- 

Sointjon  of  territoTjr,  agreed,  on  their  put,  in 
li«  most  solemn  manner,  to  exidngaisb,  for  the 
nae  of  Qeorma,  tlie  Indian  title  to  all  the  landa 
Bitoated  wiUun  the  limita  of  that  State,  "as 
Boon  as  the  same  oonld  be  done  peaceably  and 
npon  reaaonable  terms."  Although  this  is  not, 
in  the  technical  sense  of  the  term,  a  treaty  eu- 
tered  into  by  the  United  States  with  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,  jet  it  is  an  agreement apon  afoll  and  val- 
uable conatderatton ;  and  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  nnited  States  roqaim  its  ftdfilment,  ao- 
oording  to  its  true  spirit  and  intent.  The  bill 
under  consideratdon  proposes  a  mode  by  which 
ibis  agreement  may  be  performed ;  bj  which 
the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  within  the 
'bonndsriea  of  that  State  may  be  extingaished, 
peaceablf ,  and  upon  reasonable  terms.  Peace- 
ably, becanse  it  is  only  to  operate  npon  those 
In^ans  who  are  willing  to  remove.  And  upon 
reaaonable  term^  beoanse  they  are  to  receive 
other  lands  in  exchange  for  those  which  they 
give  np ;  Just  compensation  for  iraprovemeote 
made  t>y  them ;  the  expense  of  their  removal 
and  settlement  pdd,  and  snbsistenoe  for  one 

Car  famished  them.  Wonld  it  not,  therefore, 
ve  been  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  those 
who  have  said  so  muoh  about  the  high  and  sa- 
cred obligation  of  treaties,  and  how  essentially 
the  great  name  of  every  nation  depends  npon 
their  strict  obsarvwice,  would  be  amongst  the 
(bremost  and  wannest  snpnorters  of  the  bill 
under  consideration !  Asa  oertaioly  it  was 
matter  of  astonishment  to  me  to  And  that  all 
their  migh^  efforts  had  another  um.  And,  as 
an  excnse  for  that,  we  are  told,  that  although 
this  bill  appears  harmless  on  the  fkoe  of  it; 
that  althongh  all  its  exterior  seems  well  or- 
dered, and  no  objection  can  be  urged  eg^nst 
it  in  the  abstract,  yet  there  are  facts  and  cir- 
flumstances  so  connected  with  it  as  to  make  It 
in  the  highest  degree  objectionable,  and  to  Jus- 
tify the  unsparing  animadversions  which  have 
been  bestowed  upon  it. 


Congress,  has  been  read,  and  u^ed  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  alarm. 

[Here  Ur.  A.  read  several  paragfMhs  from 
0ie  Message  to  which  be  had  alluded.] 

The  principle  insisted  on  in  tliis  part  of  the 
Message,  denying  to  the  Indian  tribas  within 
the  Umits  of  the  Sjates  the  rights  of  separate 
government ;  recommending  to  them  to  re- 
move beyond  the  Uisidssippi,  and  declaring  to 
tliem,  distjnotly,  that,  if  tney  remmn  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  they  mnst  submit  to 
the  laws  of  the  States  within  whose  limits  they 
reside,  is  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  trea- 
ties made  by  the  United  States  with  several  of 
those  tribes,  and  now  existiug  in  fall  force — 
particularly  with  the  Creeks,  Choctaws,  Ohick- 
aaaws,  and  Oherokees ;  that  the  acts  of  the 
Zi^lslatnree  of  G^rgla,  Alabama,  and  Missis- 
sippt,  exten^ng  the  laws  of  those  sereral  States 
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over  the  Indians  residing  within  their  respec- 
tive limits,  are  also  in  violation  of  those  trea- 
ties; that  they  are  calonlated  to  compel  the 
emigration  of  those  tribes ;  and,  to  counteract 
and  defeat  the  operation  of  the  opinion  expreaa- 
ed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates^  and 
this  improper  legislation,  as  it  is  called,  of  those 
Btat«8,  an  amendment  has  been  ofibred.  The 
amendment  is  in  theee  words :  "  Provided,  al- 
ways, that,  until  the  said  tribes  or  nations  shall 
choose  U>  remove,  as  by  this  act  is  contemplated, 
they  ^dl  be  protected  in  their  present  posses- 
sions, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rigbta 
of  territory  and  government,  as  heretofore  ex- 
ercised and  enjoyed,  from  ell  interrnption  and 
enoroachmentfl." 

This  Is,  perhaps,  the  first  attempt,  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  to  operate  directly  on  the  le^sla- 
tioQ  of  the  StatM,  which  has  been  made  since 
the  institation  of  this  GiOTemment,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  it  will  be  the  last.  The  avowed  in- 
tention is,  to  interpose  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  laws 
of  the  States  in  queetion,  within  their  own  ac- 
knowledged boundaries,  and  to  exempt  from 
the  inflnence  of  those  laws  a  portion  of  the 
population.  It  has  sometimes  happened  to 
States  that  acts  of  their  Legislatores  have  been 
declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Snpreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and,  conseqaentl^, 
inoperadve  and  void  in  the  particular  case  m 
question.  The  Snpreme  Conrt,  however,  act 
on  a  single  statote  at  a  time ;  bnt,  in  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  amendment  in  c^nestion,  Oon- 
Kress  may  sweep  off  whole  codes  m  a  moment 
by  a  ringle  clanae.  It  Is  plain,  then,  if  the  bill 
pass  with  this  amendment,  that  the  laws  of  the 
States  and  of  the  Federal  Government  must 
oome  into  oolliuon.  The  bill  speaks  of  tribes 
residing  within  any  State  or  Territory,  and 
witii  whom  the  Unit«d  States  have  existing 
treaties.  Treaties  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  Indians  residins  within  the  States 
of  New  York,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Uisus- 
sippi,  and  the  Le^datoree  of  ali  these  States 
have  extended  all,  or  a  part  of  their  laws  over 
those  Indian  tribes  respectively.  The  collision 
which  will  arise  between  the  ^ws  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  and  of  the  States  will  extend 
to  four  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  And  if  the 
federal  law  be  oonstitntional,  the  President  of 
tiie  United  States  will  be  bonnd  by  his  oath  of 
office  to  see  that  it  shall  be  fwthfiilly  executed. 
And  gentlemen  have  told  ns  that,  if  milder 
means  will  not  answer  tiie  purpose,  the  strong 
arm  of  the  Government  must  be  employed ;  by 
which  I  understand  that  a  m£itary  force  must 
be  arrayed  against  the  contumacious  States,  to 
bring  them  into  snbjection,  and  to  compel  them 
to  acknowledge  the  right  of  the  Indian  tribes 
to  live  under  their  own  usages,  government, 
and  law. 

Let  us  see  what  will  be  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  this  Indian  protective  srstem.  Accord- 
ing to  the  usages  and  laws  of  uie  nations  of  In- 
dians rending  irilhin  the  State  of  New  Toric, 
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witohcrait  U  declved  to  be  a  crime,  and  capital 
puiuahment  is  to  be  inflicted  upon  those  who 
are  fonnd  gailtj.  Bat,  by  the  ]aws  of  tbe  State 
of  Sew  York,  extended  over  thoee  tribea  the 
infliction  of  sncb  poniahment  bj  any  one  of  the 
tribe,  for  saoh  supposed  offence,  is  declared  to 
be  tnnrder,  and  the  offender  is  liable  to  be  con- 
victed, and  to  snflTer  the  penalty  of  the  law  in 
snoh  easea.  Here  is  a  conflict  of  laws,  and 
under  the  proviso  in  qnestion,  the  Indian  tribe, 
opon  complaint  made  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  to  see  that  they  should  be  pro- 
tected in  the  ei^oymenC  of  their  own  govem- 
meut,  osages,  and  laws,  and  npon  the  rtutual  of 
the  State  of  Few  Tork  to  yield  to  the  perraa- 
rion  of  the  President  of  Oi.t  Uoit^d  States,  and 
to  snirender  all  dum  to  govern  the  people 
within  her  limita — the  strong  arm  of  thia  Gov- 
ernment— its  military  force  mnat  be  interposed 
to  protect  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  see  that 
they  enjoj  the  naage  of  poniahing  their  own 
witches  in  their  own  way. 

By  a  law  of  the  Cherokee  republic^  a  plural- 
ity of  wives  is  anthoriaed :  bnt,  by  the  laws  of 
Qeor^a  and  Alabama,  this  is  regarded  as  a 
crime,  and  those  who  are  guilty  are  liable  to 
severe  ponishment.  But,  by  the  guarantee 
contemplated  in  this  proriao,  if  the  laws  of 
Qeor^n  or  Alabama  were  to  interpose  between 
the  privile^^  Oherokee,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
hla  nfty  wives,  all  that  would  be  necessary  to 
eosare  that  enjoyment,  would  be  to  call  on  the 
Executive  Department  of  this  Government, 
point  to  the  guarantee  claim  its  execution,  and, 
)f  nothing  else  will  do,  the  claims  of  Georgia 
and  Alabama  must  be  aileooed  by  the  military 
force  of  the  nation. 

By  a  usage  of  the  Choctaws,  homicide  is 
punishable  with  death  in  oU  caaes,  with  a  sin- 
gle exception,  which  exception  is  when  one 
man  kills  another  in  a  ball  play.  Bnt,  by  the 
laws  of  IGssisaippL  it  is  excusable  when  done 
in  self-defence,  and  to  save  the  life  of  the  per- 
son attacked.  But  if  the  laws  of  that  State 
were  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  life  of  an  inno- 
cent  man  from  falling  a  sacrifice  to  this  absurd 
and  barbarous  usage,  the  laws  of  the  Union 
wonld  be  violated,  and  the  Btate  mnst  submit 
to  chastisement  for  an  act  of  humanity. 

Bnt  the  argument  on  the  other  side  shows 
this  proviso  to  be  unnecessary.  For,  it  is  in- 
sisted that,  by  virtae  of  treaties  now  existing, 
the  aeparalie  existence  ss  nations,  of  the  several 
Indian  tribes  within  the  limits  of  those  States, 
is  acknowledged,  and  that,  in  their  oharaot«r  ot 
nations,  the  United  States  have  promised  them 
protection ;  and  that,  by  virtue  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  treaties,  this  protection  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  If  such  treaties  exist,  and 
they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  then  no 
additional  supremacy  can  be  conferred  by  the 
proviso,  and  no  additional  obligation  can  be 
imposed  on  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Government,  to  do  that  which  is  already  en- 
joined by  treaties.  The  argument,  therefore, 
shows  all  farther  legation  to  be  onneoeBsary. 
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The  Oherokee  tribe  of  Indians  hamug  erwlrf 
an  independent  Govenmient  within  the  liiniti 
of  the  Stat«s  of  Georgia  and  Alabuis,  nid 
those  two  States  claiming  tiie  rights  ot  sida- 
sive  sovereignty  within  their  respective  tinuta, 
extended  their  laws  over  those  Ii^ians.  Under 
these  cironmstances,  on  a{^>eal  was  mad«  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  b;  thote 
Indiana,  claiming  to  be  protected  in  the  eqjoj- 
ment  of  the  Government  which  they  had  » 
tablished  for  themselves.  The  qaestiOD  wm 
then  submitted  for  the  decision  of  tiie  PreaJdoil 
of  the  United  States,  and,  imder  the  oitb  irhidi 
he  had  taken  to  support  the  constitulioii,  ba 
detwmined  that  no  auch  Oovemmeut  could  be 
erected  without  flie  consent  of  the  States  wilb- 
in  which  it  was  formed.  The  queMitn  ii, 
therefore,  detuded  as  to  them.  If  it  was  ddcm- 
stitntionid,  under  the  state  of  things  vbiA 
then  existed,  it  wonld  continue  to  be  tuimb- 
stitntional  under  the  proposed  amendment ;  $ci 
it  wonld  never  do  for  Congress  to  reconoder  I 
question  of  oonstitntional  law,  decided  by 
either  of  the  other  distbiot  and  indepesdeat  «■ 
partments  of  the  Government  upon  a  qnealioi 
properly  submitted  to  snch  depsTtmentSj  ud 
reverse  that  decision.  If  they  can  do  so  m  n- 
gard  to  the  Executive,  why  DOt  in  n^ard  to 
the  Jndidary)  For  both  the  Executive  md 
Judiciary  derive  the  power  of  dedsion  froa 
the  same  source,  not  because  it  is  eipresdyaud 
in  the  constitution,  that  the  Judiciary  or  Ibt 
Executive  shall  disr^^ard  a  law  not  made  in 
conformity  to  that  instrument,  but  bMsnae 
'  is  required  to  take  an  oath  to  support  the 
jtution  as  the  paramount  law ;  and  wbea 
__^  attttnte  or  any  treaty  is  made  or  MWid 
contrary  to  its  provisiona,  each  of  those  depjrt' 
menta  before  which  the  question  may  arise,  i> 
bound  to  declare  it  a  nullity.  The  Eieentaw 
luuL  then,  noon  the  matter  Mrly  sobmitted  to 
it,  decided  tiie  constitutional  question,  sa  to  Ibe 
Government  erected  by  the  tribe  of  CherokM, 
and  no  law  which  we'  can  pass  can  poeably 
change  the  principle  of  that  decision.  It  R<t> 
upon  the  authority  of  the  constitution  itself 

But  it  seems  that,  for  the  sake  of  doing  Jus- 
tice to  Indian  rights,  all  things  are  to  b«  le- 
Bolved  into  their  origmal  elements,  and  we  in 
called  upon  to  decide  the  mibject  before  ui  »• 
cording  to  the  principles  of  abstract  juatics. 

The  vast  oountry  which  now  fomu  the 
United  Slates,  with  the  exception  of  Lo^ 
iana,  was,  at  one  lime,  subject  to  the  jnrwW" 
tion  and  sovereign  dominion  of  Great  Britais- 
She  clwmed  it  by  right  of  discovery  and  con- 
quest, and,  added  to  this,  the  superior  clwnu  <* 
an  wricultural  over  a  aavage  and  barbaioM 
people.  This  title  has  always  heretofore  »« 
considered  sufficient  by  the  Jurist  w^J" 
statesman,  and  no  inquiry  beyond  it  has  baa 
thought  necessary,  ot  even  tolerable ;  and  « 
has  been  left  to  the  sympBthioa— the  mW**" 
sympathies,  as  I  most  call  them— of  lhepr«P 
day,  to  caU  up  this  title  of  the  savsge  f™^ 
sleep  of  agea,  and  urge  it  on  this  floor  »il  «•■ 
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There,  as  prior  and  pamaoont  to  that  of  dTil- 
ixed  nations. 

If  gentlemen  are  really  in  earneBt  in  the 
opinions  which  thej  have  exprened;  if  the 
T«monBtraiita  who  have  loaded  jonr  table  with 
their  petitions,  are  really  in  earnest;  if  the 
pamptueteera  who  have  inundated  the  ooontry 
with  abase  opon  the  pre«ent  administration, 
and  poared  oat  the  phials  of  their  unsparing 
wnth  opon  Georgia,  are  really  in  eamest ;  if 
tiiey  really  l>eliev«  that  oivilized  man  has  law- 
iMsly  UBorpod  the  territory  tuA  dominion  of 
the  barbarian^  then  let  them  show  their  sinoer- 
ity  and  consisteooy  by  asking  for  this  rnnoh- 
ii^nred  and  almost  extenninated  race,  that  am- 
ple meaamv  of  Joatioe  which  the  magnanimity 
of  their  prof^ions  purport ;  let  them  not  only 
ftsk,  bnt  do  jostice ;  call  them  bacic  from  the 
deep  wilderness  to  which  they  have  been 
driven;  restore  to  them  this  fiur  and  happy 
land,  from  which  they  haye  been  cmelly  ex- 
pelled ;  give  them  np  yoor  fields,  houses,  citiea, 
temples  of  jnstioe,  and  halls  of  legislation,  All 
I  have  to  ask  is,  that  those  whose  sense  <^  jus- 
tice is  with  them  a  prinoipte  ao  prevailiiiK,  shall 
begin  this  retrograde  to  barbarism  at  home ; 
thc^  they  shall  first  sarrecder  that  which  more 
immediately  oonoems  themselves,  and  over 
whidi  they  would  seem  to  have  a  mora  direct 
control,  and  then  call  upon  us  to  follow  an  ox- 
ample  BO  worthy.  But  I  think  it  ts  not  difficolt 
to  foresee  that  this  work  of  restoration  would 
not  proceed  &r  before  the  pretended  philan- 
thropist would  quarrel  with  his  own  rule  of 
abstract  instice,  and  content  himMlf  with  per- 
mittinf;  things  to  remain  as  they  are. 

TsuBSDAT,  April  23. 
ThtPatmt  Qffiu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hathe,  the  bill  provi^ng 
for  the  farther  regulation  of  the  Patent  0£Bce 
vas  taken  up  for  oonuderatjon,  together  with 
on  amendment  proposing  to  admit  foreigners 
to  the  privilege  of  patenting  inventions  in  this 
oountry,  and  increase  the  foes  both  to  foreign- 
era  and  on  our  citizens. 

Mr.  H.  expired  its  ol^Jeot,  and  thedroom- 
Btanoea  whion  induoed  fhem  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment. It  a[^>eared  that  a  number  of  petitioos 
from  fortigners  had  been  r^^nlarly  bdTore  the 
Gommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  special  laws 
to  enable  them  tu  exeroise  their  inventions  in 
this  country ;  and  were  productive  of  great  ex- 
pense to  the  nation,  as  well  as  to  the  individual 
applioaut.  InconBeqaeuoeofthisinoouTeaienoe 
both  to  the  patentee  and  the  country,  the  com- 
mittee  had  oome  to  the  conclusion  to  admit  the 
BoUects  or  dtisens  of  all  other  States,  Empires, 
and  Kingdoma  to  take  out  patents  in  this  coun- 
try, snl^eot  to  the  laws  of  their  reapecUve 
oonntriee,  by  paying  two  hundred  dollars  into 
our  Treaonry.  instead  of  seventy-five  dollars,  the 
amount  of  tne  som  claimed  by  the  provisions 
of  this  tnU  fhim  our  own  oitizens. 

Ur.  DioKXBSOM  said  he  had  donbtf  about  the 


propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment  proposed 
to  the  bill,  or  even  the  first  section  of  tbe  bill 
itself.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  sum  required 
by  the  present  law  for  the  privilege  of  taking 
out  a  patent  was  qnite  enfflotent.  He  believed 
it  was  now  placed  at  thirty  dollars ;  and,  if  he 
was  called  upon  for  an  opinion  on  this  snbject,  be 
would  rednoe  Instead  of  increasing  tbe  fees. 
He  thou^t  it  was  the  doty  of  Oongress,  as  it 
was  the  mterest  of  the  country,  to  promote,  and 
not  to  discourage,  the  inventive  genius  of  those 
who  devote  their  talents,  ingenuity,  and  time, 
in  proeeoutinK  dlBooveriee  in  Uie  nsefiil  arts,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  country.  It  was  well  known 
(said  Mr.  D.)  that  many  of  those  who  ^phed  for 
patents  had  exhausted  all  their  little  means  in 
perfectlag  their  discoveries  and  renderine  them 
servioeable  to  the  oonntry ;  and  if  dimoolties 
were  thrown  in  tbe  way  of  taking  out  patents, 
their  inventions  ooold  not  be  te^ed,  and  their 
utility  lost  both  to  the  inventor  and  the  oooo- 
try.  He  was  opposed  to  that  feature  in  the 
amendment  which  proposed  to  raise  tbe  fees  on 
fijreign  patentees  to  two  hundred  d<dhu« ;  be- 
cause if  it  be  admitted  that  the  patents  are  of 
importance  to  the  country,  as  he  tteUeved  all 
would  admit,  then  he  thought  that  alt  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  BATn  said,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  a  oommunicatiou  was  reouwd  by  the 
committee  &om  the  Secretary  t£  State,  covering 
a  report  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office,  recommending  what  ou^t  to  be  done 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  mstitotion;  and 
stating,  among  otner  thin^  that  great  inoon- 
venienoe  had  reenltad  from  the  low  sum  for  which 
patents  can  be  obtained,  in  OMueqnenoe  of  which 
the  office  was  erowded  witii  a  number  of  ase- 
lesa  inventions,  of  no  earthly  use  to  the  pat- 
enteea  or  the  public.  The  committee,  after  tba 
examination  of  the  sulgect.  with  such  lij^ta  as 
were  presented  to  them,  thought  it  would  be 
better  by  ruaing  the  price  of  patents,  to  restrict 
the  iesolng  of  them  in  suoh  numbers,  rather 
than  throw  open  the  doors  so  widely  as  hithei^ 
to,  for  the  admisrion  into  the  office  of  useless 
lumber,  by  which  the  bosinGee  of  the  offloe  was 
increased,  and  the  community  at  large,  i 


enty  dollars,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that  Qo  useful  invention  would  be  prevented 
trvta  b^ng  known ;  though  he  thought  there 
ooold  be  no  doubt  that  tbe  ioorease  of  price 
vonld  hsve  a  salutatj  efTeot  in  preventing  ap- 
ijicatioas  from  ignorant  or  nnworthy  persons. 
With  regard  to  that  branch  of  the  amendment 
which  permitted  the  issoing  of  patents  to  for- 
eigners, in  certain  oasea,  he  would  observe  that 
the  oommittae  bad  been  sul^eoted  to  much 
trouble  for  several  years  post,  in  oonsaquenoe 
ti  awlicationa  from  that  clan  of  penons  who 
conla  not  obtain  patents  under  the  exisliDa 
laws.  He  thought  It  mttoh  better  to  establi»h. 
a  general  prindpte  by  law,  fi>r  granting  patents 
to  forugners,  than  to  l^islate,  as  heretofore, 
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for  each  indiTidasl  case,  after  mtjeotiog  the 
oommittee  to  the  labors  of  an  inveBtJgation  and 
repurt.  To  the  gentleman  from  Sow  Jene;, 
he  would  reply  that  there  conld  be  do  diffloaltj 
in  the  vaj  of  the  superintendent's  asoertaining 
the  lawB  of  other  ooantriee  in  relation  to  pat- 
ents, bo  aa  to  grautthem  to  oitiEens  of  oonDtriea 
which  did  not  exclude  oura  from  like  privileges ; 
the  Qsagea  of  foreign  conntriee  under  their  pat- 
ent laws  were  not  nececeary.  A  difference 
oasht  to  be  made  between  onr  own  citizens 
and  foreigners ;  and  tbe  committee,  in  establish- 
ing the  difFerenoe,  had  tamed  their  eyes  tow- 
Brds  England  and  France,  and  had  asoertAined 
that  the  fees  paid  in  those  ooantries  were 
higher  than  any  proposed  to  be  fixed  by  the 

Mr.  HoLvu  observed,  that  it  seemed  to  him, 
the  two  additional  clerk!)  called  for  in  the  bill, 
for  the  performance  of  the  supposed  increased 
duties  of  the  Patent  Office,  were  rather  nnne- 
oasaary,  when  Tiewed  in  oonneotjon  with  the 
otber  amendments  proposed  bj  the  oommittee 
on  the  Jadioiary,  By  these  amendments,  it 
was  proposed  to  inoresse  the  fees  for  obtaining 
patents ;  and  the  reasons  aarigned  for  this  in- 
orease  of  fees,  were  to  exolnae  the  immense 
number  of  oseless  inventions  which  were  diuly 

E resented  at  the  Patent  Office.  It  appeared  ' 
im  (Ur.4.}  that,  if  the  reasoning  of  the  coi 
mittee  were  correot,  a  diminution  of  clerical 
dutiea  in  Qie  office  most  follow  as  an  inevitable 
conseqoeDce.  He  thonght  we  got  along  very 
well  nnder  our  preset  Ian,  and  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  amendments  wonld,  instead  of 
removing  evils,  be  prodnctive  of  many.  The 
increasing  of  fee,  he  did  not  believe,  wonld  sift 
out  the  useful  &om  the  useless  inventions. 
They  depended  upon  experiment,  and  the  vsl- 
nabie  are  as  liable  to  he  exclnded  as  the  worth- 
less. He  would  mention  the  invention  of  the 
ootbon  gin,  the  nail-casting  machine,  and  pro- 
pelling boats  by  steam,  any  one  of  which  was 
of  more  advantage  to  tbe  nation  than  wonld 
connterbalance  all  the  evils  intended  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  amendments ;  yet  all  might  have 
Deen  lost  to  the  country  under  these  amend- 
cnents.  With  respect  to  the  clause  rating  to 
foreigners,  he  thought  it  in  some  mea&ure  a 
proper  one.  The  committee  bad  to  encounter  a 
great  deal  of  labor  in  presenting  their  petitions, 
examining  their  claims,  and  their  bills,  and 
vast  expense  was  incurred  by  the  conntrv ;  bnt 
(as  we  nnderstood  him)  the  fees  exacted  traia 
them  were  too  high.  He  thought  that,  instead 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  the  fee  might  safely  be 
reduced  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  HcEhtlet  said,  that  great  unanimity 
hadprevuled  in  the  committee  with  resnrd  to 
the  amonnt  of  the  fees  to  be  charged  lor  pat- 
ents. On  that  snlfject  there  had  been  no  ^- 
onlty.  The  great  difaculty  bad  been  so  to 
fi'ame  the  law  as  to  prevent  the  issning  of  pat- 
ents for  useless  inventions.  It  haid  tteen  at 
length  eettied  that  the  increasing  of  tJie  fees 
would  have  the  efitet  of  leeeeuiug  Uie  luimber 
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of  patents.  Tbe  ooounittee  had  Lad  uotlwr 
object  in  view ;  and  tliis  was  to  increisa  tlw  it- 
aponsibility  of  uieoffloen  charged  whh  the  uua- 
agement  of  the  bunneas ;  for  it  had  ben  fflnad 
t^t  many  patents  had  issoed  where  the  bit 
had  not  been  accounted  for ;  and  it  wu  to  pr»- 
vide  agunst  this  that  the  first  section  had  Im 
framed.  Mr.  UoK.  thought  there  was  do  du- 
ger  of  any  osef ol  inventions  being  eioloded  from 
the  pnblio  notice  in  consequence  of  the  ineruM 
of  fees  to  seventy  dollars ;  that  aom  wu  U» 
small  to  prevent  any  one  from  taking  eat  ■ 
patent  for  any  invention  of  anffieient  impa- 
tance  to  promise  him  any  remnneratioateUa 
skill  and  labor.  With  regard  to  the  prop(«Bl 
charge  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  apitanttii 
a  foreigner,  he  thooght  with  the  gentiemin  fhwl 
South  Oarolina,  that  some  dist^otioD  oo^t  ti> 
be  made  between  citizens  and  stra&gen,  md 
that  settling  some  definite  prindple  on  irliloii 
they  might  be  admitted  to  the  privilegss  of  cnr 
Patent  Office,  wonld  be  preferable  to  leirisj 
their  cases  to  separate  legialatioo. 

Mr.  Rowan  thought  the  honorable  ga)tl«nu 
from  New  Jersey  (Mr,  I>iokbb80h)  haflnotgiTai 
the  subject  thsX  reflection  to  which  its  imy^ 
tanceentitledit.  Hewasofopinionthatseventr- 
five  dollara,  the  sum  to  which  the  feee  iren 
proposed  to  be  increased,  would  not  praftnt 
the  inventors  of  what  are  really  useml  t"^ 
obtaining  a  patent;  because  they  will  (>1«V> 
be  able  to  purchase  a  patent  if  the  invenlitiii 
be  valuable.  Bnt  the  people  of  this  maatij 
had  been  frequently  imposed  on  by  that 
Eastern  brethren,  who  travel  over  the  conntrj 
with  their  patented  notions,  which  tbey  sell  Ic 
the  honest  and  nn-iuspecting  formers.  'W^ 
thev  had  not  money,  the  patentees  wonld  HipM 
of  tneir  notions  for  notes  or  obligations:  bat,  be- 
fore the  note  or  obligation  b^mee  dtiB,  i* 
imposition  is  ibnnd  ont — payment  is  refuted 
— salt  is  entered,  and  the  indostrious  &inier  u 
draped  at  a  ^p«at  expense  and  incouTenieus 
fi-om  his  bnsineas  to  the  Federal  conrt.  o» 
had  seen  msny  snoh  oases  himselC  He  lau; 
tioned  a  patent  for  distilling  by  steam,  m 
another  for  a  "bulkhead,"  that  were  old  «i3  ut- 
terly useless,  thongh  they  were  sold,  and  to 
purchaser  brooght  a  great  distance  to  the  Fed- 
eral court  to  defend  himself  against  the  impos- 
tion.  He  did  not  sappose  that  the  great  ^ 
coverers  of  the  cotton  gin,  the  steamboat,  A^ 
could  have  been  lost  from  the  fee  being  r*i™ 
to  seventy-five  dollars.  Bnt  when  the  fee  b 
only  twenty  or  thirty  dollara,  every  trifli^ 
notion  is  patented,  to  Uie  injury  of  thepeo[Jj 
and  the  patentee  not  freqnendy.  He  did  db 
think  that  our  countrymen  required  much  1^ 
enoonragement  to  stimulate  the  spirit  of  i"i- 
■ovement  Let  any  one  go  into  tbe  Psten' 
ffioe,  and  he  will  find  that  the  spirit  i»  <»* 
SIT  alngpah.  It  was  prudent,  lo  be  snr^  "^ 
»  damp  it  by  imposjug  an  enormous  tax.  A* 
it  related  to  the  tax  on  foreign  patentee^  t" 
oommittee  were  inflaenced  in  placing  it  at  ffo 
hundred  dollara  from  having  understood  »* 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


e(Mr. 


AFEHfieSO.] 

that  fee  was  smaller  than  what  is  required  hj 
the  lawB  of  foreign  nations.  In  repl;  to  the 
idea  advanoed  bj  the  Senator  from  Mai 
Houofs]  that  the  increase  of  fees  wo 
crease  the  dnty  of  the  office,  and  conseqaently 
BO  far  remove  the  neoessity  for  clerks,  Mr.  R. 
reminded  the  gentleman  trom  M^ne,  that  if  his 
reasoning  were  correct,  atill  tlie  duties  of  the 
office  have  more  than  doubled,  and  henoe  the 
necesdty  for  the  additional  clerkB  provided  for 
by  the  bill.  He  had  understood  that  tlie  reve- 
nne  derived  from  the  office  wonld  BOpport  theee 
clerks,  and  still  leave  a  sarplns  to  go  into  the 
Treasnrj.  Unless  as  a  general  measnre,  Ur.  B, 
had  no  partionlar  concern  for  this  office 
as  It  was  necessary  and  important  to  the 
trj,  he  thoaght  that  the  arrangement  and  pro- 
visions of  the  hill  wonld  have  a  salntary  ten- 
dency. 

Ur.  DioKEBaoH  observed,  it  was  tme,  as 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  KeDtDokv,  that 
he  was  not  mnch  acqoainted  with  the  Bnbject. 
Be  did  not  before  know  that  a  bill  of  that  na- 
ture bad  been  before  the  Senate.  His  opinion 
still  was,  and  he  thonghc  that  a  little  reflection 
would  bring  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
the  same  conclouon,  that  there  was  no  neces- 
eity  of  inorBaslng  the  fees  for  patents.  Any 
increase  of  fees  conld  only  be  made  for  one  or 
two  objects — for  pnrposea  of  revenne,  or  for 
the  sake  of  diminishing  the  number  of  patents. 
Now,  althoQgh  he  was  perfeofly  wiling  to  in- 
orease  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Patent 
Office,  he  never  wished  to  aee  any  revenue  de- 
rived from  it ;  and  as  to  the  idea  of  diminish- 
ing the  iesne  of  patents,  ho  oould  not  see  how 
the  increasing  of  the  fees  conld  possibly  have 
that  effect.  Those  who  gave  their  time  to  Hie 
invention  end  improvement  of  machinery, 
could,  either  throngh  the  inatmmentality  of 
fiiends,  or  on  the  credit  of  a  useful  invention, 
r^ee  money  enough  to  pay  for  the  patent ;  and 
those  whose  inventions  were  not  useful,  would 
be  most  apt,  throogh  want  of  skill,  to  set  a 
high  value  on  them;  and  procure,  by  some 
means  or  other,  the  price  of  a  patent.  But  the 
sentleman  firom  Kentucky  talked  of  the  num- 
ber of  Eastern  noUona,  by  means  of  which  the 
people  of  his  State  had  been  defrauded.  Now 
Ur.  D.  would  only  observe,  that  notions  were 
not  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  East — they 
were  to  be  found  everywhere — as  well  in  the 
North,  South,  and  West,  as  in, the  East;  and 
those  who  did  not  like  £astem  notions,  might 
tarn  the  tables  on  them.  Ur.  D.  would  have 
no  objection  to  any  reasonable  plan  for  dimin- 
ishing the  number  of  patents  issuing  from  the 
Pat«nt  Office,  for  he  oelieved  as  much  foUy 
was  collected  there  as  ever  was  collected  to-' 
eether  in  any  one  place  in  the  world ;  but  he 
did  not  belieTe  that  any  increase  of  fees  would 
remedy  the  evil ;  it  would  only  have  the  effect 
of  layins  a  tax  on  genius,  without  producing 
any  good.  With  r^ird  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
wbion  charges  two  hundred  dollars  for  the  pat- 
ent to  foreigners,  he  was  opposed  to  it,  and 
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moved  to  strike  out  "  two  hundred,"  and  insert 
fifty  dollars. 

Ur.  FoBSTTB  said  that  he  thought  the  pro- 
vision resepctjng  foreigners  a  very  fair  one — it 
was  one  or  perfect  reciprocity.  He  would  sug- 
gest one  ides  to  the  chairTnan  of  the  committee 
utat  presented  the  amendment  relating  to  the 
admission  of  foreigners  to  the  benefits  of  the 
patent  law— it  is  this ;  when  patents  are  grant- 
ed under  the  eiiEting  Jaws,  the  patentees  have 
the  escloaive  right  to  dispose  of  their  rights 
and,  when  thsy  are  sold,  it  is  in  our  own  conn- 
try  ;  but  the  privilege  to  foreigners,  by  the 
provirions  of  the  bill,  are  such,  ^at  if  they  do 
not  choose  to  sell  in  this  country,  we  are  de- 
prived of  the  advantage  of  using  tb«n  for  four- 
teen years,  while  tlteir  own  country  may  be  en- 
Joying  the  use  of  them.  All  know  the  jealousy 
that  existe  in  other  conntries  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  and  the  fear  that  we  should  become 
acquainted  witlt  the  principles  of  their  in- 
ventions. 

Ur.  Hayhb  observed,  that^  as  far  as  &6  com- 


mittee had  been  able  to  ascertfun,  the  regnla- 
tiona,  or  nearly  similu*,  which  prevuled  here 
iu  relation  to  patent  laws,  prevailed  in  Europe, 


There  was  no  poswbility  m  regulating,  by  law, 
the  sale  of  patented  luventions ;  but  be  be- 
lieved if  any  foreigner  took  out  a  patent  and 
refused  to  selL  he  wonld  incur  a  forfeiture.  A 
rovision  might  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  tliat  the 
ireign  patentee  must  sell ;  but  he  must  also  be 
allowed  to  fix  his  price.  That  difficulty  was 
inseparable  from  the  subiect.  It  appeared  to 
him,  (Ur.  H.,)  that  the  only  security  to  be  had, 
was  in  that  strong  sense  of  interest  which 
would  induce  every  man  to  sell  oat  his  inven- 
tion speedily,  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  the 
ixpected  profit. 

Mr.  Oraj(bess,  in  reply  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  said,  that  if 
the  oitiien  or  subject  of  a  fbreign  power  were 
to  obtun  a  patent  in  this  oouDtry  for  an  inven- 
tion, in  order  to  restrict  its  use  to  his  own 
country,  an  American  citizen  might  nse  it,  sub- 
ject to  an  action  for  damages  in  a  court  of  law; 
and  if  a  foreigner  were  to  come  here  to  obt^ 
a  patent  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  for 
using  it^  he  was  of  opinion  that  a  court  of  Jus- 
tice would  not  award  much  damages  for  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  when,  in  the  oountry  in 
which  the  patent  was  used,  such  violation  did 
not  interfere  with  its  sale.  Ur.  C.  was  of 
opinion  that  every  dollar  derived  from  the  rev- 
enue of  the  Patent  Office  should  be  expended 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  useful  arts ;  or, 
other  words,  that  there  should  not  be  a  dol- 
lar drawn  from  the  proceeds  of  the  office,  after 
Saying  its  expenses,  to  go  into  t^e  United 
tates  Treasury.  He  wa^  therefore,  opposed 
to  the  increase  of  patent  fee,  proposed  by  the 
bUl.  With  respect  to  the  provision  for  admit- 
ting foreigners  to  the  benefiU  of  the  patent 
law,  he  approved  of  it.  He  believed  that,  ao- 
oording  to  the  present  mode  of  passing  special 
bills  for  tliat  purpose,  the  cost  to  the  Qovem- 
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ment,  in  ev&rj  instance,  exceeded  two  hnndred 
dolUrs,  anA  the  trouble  and  Bzp«Dse  to  the  in- 
dividusl  were  also  great  and  perplexing.  He 
mentioned  one  case,  where  a  genUeman  had 
been  a  whole  jear  waiting  on  Oongregg,  to  ob- 
tun  a  patent  right  for  a  useful  and  important 
invention.  Yet,  from  the  maltiplicit;  of  bad- 
ness before  them,  the  hill  conia  not  be  acted 
on ;  and  the  applicant,  after  having  Bnbjected 
himself  to  great  expense  and  lose  of  time,  was 
obliged  to  abandon  his  object  nntU  another 

Mr.  Rowan  observed,  that,  if  the  gusUeman 
from  New  Jersey  had  bestowed  any  eiamina- 
tioD  on  the  sal^ect,  he  woald,  with  his  nsnal 
reflection,  have  seen  the  diCBcnlties  attendant 
npon  permitting  individnals  to  monopolize  the 
sale  of  articles  oelon^ng  to  the  common  oon- 
ceniB  of  life,  nnder  the  pretence  of  taking  ont 
a  patent  for  them.  His  constitneuts  were  so 
simple  as  to  believe  that  when  an;  thing  ema- 
nated from  Washington,  and  having  the  sanc- 
tion of  high  official  authority,  it  established  an 
nndonbted  right  to  the  article  specified.  They, 
moreover,  had  snoh  a  horror  of  being  dragged 
before  the  Federal  oonrts,  that  they  were  too 
apt  to  give  np,  and  saCFer  themselves  to  be  de- 
frandea,  either  by  paying  the  whole,  or  by  a 
compromise.  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  the 
evils  resulting  from  individuals  cluming  the 
exclusive  right  to  articles  formed  from  the  dic- 
tates of  common  sense,  and  of  coromon  and 
daily  nse  f  There  was  nothing  that  the  East- 
em  patent  venders  Lad  not  tsuken  ont  patents 
for — from  washing-machines  to  millinery ;  (he 
did  not  mean  the  fig-leafj  but  improvements  in 
the  mode  of  cutting  female  dresses ;)  the  bak- 
ing of  bread,  (he  apprehended  bread  was  osed 
before  the  old  people  left  the  garden ;}  nothing 
had  escaped  them.  With  respect  to  the  gen- 
tleman's arguments  that  the  mcrease  of  fees 
would  not  diminish  the  number  of  patents,  it 
might  apply  U>  marriages,  though  not  to  pat- 
ents ;  for  he  believed  mose  who  married  were 
not  tempted  into  matrimony  by  the  towness  of 
the  feea,  nor  wonld.  those  inclined  to  celibacy 
be  kept  out  of  it  solely  by  any  high  fees  that 
might  he  imposed.  Let  ns,  said  Mr.  K.,  offer 
sufficient  encouragement  to  the  obtaining  of 
patents — hut  let  ns  not  believe  that  no  imposi- 
tions are  practised,  and,  in  consequence,  refrain 


Mr.  KoBLB  said,  as  to  the  marriage  feea 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
SowakJ  be  thought  they  did  not  suit  his  pur- 
pose. He  was  astonished  that  there  was  not 
another  <Janse  introduced  in  the  bill,  making 
provision  for  taking  oat  patents  for  reform. 
These  were  to  have  been  the  days  of  regenera- 
tion, bnt  he  believed  they  were  the  days  of  de- 
generation. This  SecretaiT  of  State  of  ours 
wants  four  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars  for 
the  Patent  Office — two  more  clerks  nnder  his 
patronage.  Wonld  he  go  in  person  to  the  Pat- 
ent Office  }    Ko,  sir ;   be  would  not,  though  I 
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believe  him  small  enon^  to  go  into  one  tf  tha 
rat-traps  there.  He  said  he  would  vote  aguiat 
the  bill  and  amendment ;  instead  of  inoesaiig 
the  tax  to  seventy-five  dollars,  he  wonld  prelw 
reducing  the  present  tax  at  least  one-balf.  At 
regards  the  foreigners,  he  would  act  oa  that  if 
it  were  important ;  bnt  as  to  the  four  thonsud 
five  hnndred  dollars  which  wore  to  be  pvec  for 
these  changes,  he  had  no  idea  of  it. 

Mr.  Haihc  had  only  one  word  to  Wj.  Hs 
would  have  been  mu<di  better  satisfied  if  th« 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Diomsoi) 
had  not  made  his  motion,  particularly  ss  tkit 
gentleman  had  expressed  himself  as  oppcsed  to 
the  admission  of  foreigneis  to  the  privik^  of 
the  patent  law.  If  he  were  oppoaed  to  tixn, 
he  ought  not  to  facilitate  the  means  of  emliru- 
log  it,  which  is  the  inevitable  teodeiioj  of  lui 
amendment.  He  (lb.  E.)  had  great  coDfideoee 
in  the  inventive  genius  of  his  coontcTmeii,  ind 
was  inclined  to  ^ink  that  we  wonld  gain  iikm 
than  we  would  lose  by  the  provisions  of  Uw 
bUL  The  four  thonsand  five  hnndred  doUm 
which  the  gentleman  fi«m  Indiana  wished  to 
withhold,  Mr.  H.  aaid,  would  be  neoesevy  to 
keep  the  office  in  order,  preserve  the  modeli, 
records,  ^. 

Mr.  DicKBBBoir  said,  that  goitlenrai  ««» 
mistaken  as  to  hia  motivee.  He  was  not  i^ 
posed  to  granting  patents  to  foragners,  but  H 
was  oppraed  to  eianting  them  as  a  mstterof 
right  He  wished  the  present  piaotioe  to  <md- 
tinii&  and  then  such  restriotiona  oonld  be  m- 
posed  on  Uie  issning  of  a  patent  to  a  foreigner 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  rei^nired. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  was  not  satisfied  In  adopt  tbe 
amendment  proposed  to  the  bill,  and  iri^ii 
farther  time  for  reflection  on  it;  he  iberdm 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  till  to-moirow; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

SiTUBDAT,  April  24. 
Semoval  qf  the  Indiaru  to  tie  WtA. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  Isndi 
with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  of  the  StitH 
or  TerritorieSj  and  for  their  removal  west  of 
the  river  Missiadppi,  was  resumed  in  Comnut- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Whitb  concluded  his  T^norks  ui  reply  ^ 
the  arguments  of  gentJemen  in  oppwhw  u 
thebiU;  and 

Mr,  Frblihoei:ybkit  made  some  observalMni 
in  exploaatiou  of  some  parts  of  his  former  re- 
marka,  which  he  thought  had  been  missppre- 
hended  by  Mr.  Wbiti, 

The  question  on  Mr.  F.'a  amendment  •« 
divided,  and  first  taken  on  adding  to  the  Iw 
the  following  proviso : 

J>rondtd  almigt.  That  until  the  Hdd  fi'W.'*"; 
lions  phaU  choon  to  remove,  as  by  lU«  ««  »^ 
templated,  they  ahaU  be  prateeled  hi  'hwrJU*" 
poBsesuODs,  and  in  the  snjojmeDt  of  aH  wa  ng"" 
of  territory  and  goveniment,  as  hBretofi»*«^ 
cised  and  eqjoyed,  from  all  Intemiption*  sa"  "" 
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The  proviso  was  rqeoted. 
The  qaestioit  vas  then  taken  on  the  other 
^oriso,  which  is  as  follows ; 

Aadprtmdai  tUM,  That,  before  an;  remorftl  ihall 
take  place  of  any  of  the  said  tribes  or  nations,  and 
before  acj  eichaofre  or  eichangei  of  land  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  the  rights  of  an;  sudi  tfibes  or  na- 
tions in  the  pcemlses,  shall  be  stipulated  for,  ae- 
GDred,  aod  guarantied,  b;  ttea^  or  treades,  as  here- 
tefore  made. 

This  was  also  rejected. 

Before  taUng  the  qneatdon  oa  the  above  pro- 

J£r.  Barton  rose  and  said,  he  voted  for  this 
amendmeiit  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ahonld  do  so  agun,  upon  ila  own  intrin^  mer- 
ita,  for  it  was  intnuuoBllj  right  or  wrong, 
without  regard  to  either  the  present  adrainiB- 
trotion  or  to  the  partioolar  question  in  the 
Bontii,  in  whioh  GeoTKia  felt  a  pecnliar  int«r- 
est ;  jet  both  of  these  latter  qneetions  had  been 
introdncod  into  the  debate  npoa  this  amend- 
ment 

Some  of  the  fKenda  of  the  adminiatration, 
swd  Mr.  B.,  object  to  the  araendinent  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  unnsnal,  uid  amonntinK  to 
ft  reflection  upon  the  present  administration. 
Bo  fiir  i^om  that  being  my  object,  the  amend- 
ment was  offered  bj  a  sapporter  of  the  admin- 
istration, not  as  a  refleotion  on  the  Proddent, 
bnt  upon  the  diacovery  of  an  actual  case  of 
•aoh  bribery  of  Indian  chi^  dnring  the  last 
emnmer,  to  sell  the  lands  of  their  tribe,  and 
after  a  r^eotion  of  the  atipnlatiou  for  the 
bribe  in  tBs  Senate,  with  a  view  to  prohibit, 
by  law,  the  use  of  such  means  in  fHitmv.  We 
do  not  accnae  the  Preeideiit  of  having  counte- 
nanoed  the  briberj ;  and  it  would  he  a  feather 
in  the  cap  of  this  administration,  to  introdnoe 
the  elevated  and  honorable  principle  of  the 
amendment  into  our  contracts  or  treaties  with 
the  miserable  remnants  of  the  once  powerful 
ownere  of  the  country,  by  declaring,  bv  a  law, 
to  govern  all  onr  pnblio  agenta,  President  and 
Oommissioners,  that  neither  force,  nor  fraud, 
nor  direct,  secret  briberr,  shall  he  resorted  to 
in  acquiring  the  lands  of  those  helpless  people, 
whose  guardians  we  affect  to  be. 

1  hope  the  mere  oiroumstance  of  the  last  ad- 
ministration havinr  taken  the  high  gronnd  of 
Fleeting,  with  disoEuc,  an  offer  to  age  bribes 
in  such  negotiatjona,  will  not  be  sufficient  rea- 
son to  r^cct  the  amendment.  This  sin  cannot 
be  vi»ted  upon  any  partieolar  administration. 
We  must  bo  rosponsihle  as  a  nation  for  its  ex- 
iatenoe ;  bnt  let  as  not  recede  from  the  ground 
taken  by  the  last  administration,  whim  em- 
phatically repudiated  the  practice.  And  as  to 
the  exdting  Georgia  question,  it  has  no  proper 
(xmaeotjon  with  this  bill  or  amendment  Thia 
bill  is  to  extinguish  Indian  title  north  of  the 
Ohio,  in  Indiana,  and  does  not  touch  the  Geoi^ 
gis  question  at  all ;  and  presents  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  down,  by  law,  without  p:^n- 
dioe  to  Georgia,  a  practice  that  has  been  ua- 
VouX^-4« 


properly  revived  nnder  the  present  administra- 
tion, and  we  presame  without  the  sanction  of 
the  President,  Disgoise  thia  question  as  you 
may,  it  is  substantially  whether  we  will  sanc- 
tion by  our  votes  the  use  of  secret  bribes  to 
obtun  oesuous  of  Indian  lands.  And  I  am 
sorry  the  Senator  from  Alabama  has  abandoned 
the  amendment  that  would  have  done  so  much 
honor  to  the  adminiatration  of  which  he  is  a 
supporter.  Thia  is  a  Government  of  law,  and 
the  national  honor  is  concerned  to  prohibit,  by 
law,  all  our  agents,  whether  they  be  Presidents 
or  snbordinatea,  from  continuing  so  nntair  and 
dishonorable  a  practice,  which  we  admit  has 
crept  into  our  negotiations.  Secret  bribes  to 
chie&,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
poor  tribes,  whose  gnardiana  we  affect  to  be,  to 
sdl  us  the  lands  of  the  tribe,  auUy  the  honor 
of  the  nation,  and  render  the  contract  void,  if 
the  Indians  had  power  to  assert  th^  rights. 

Mr.  Sfbaoux  then  moved  to  add  a  proi4so  in 
the  foilowing  words ; 

Promdad  alvag;  That  until  the  sali  tribes  or  na- 
tions shall  abooee  to  remove,  u  is  by  this  act  ood- 
lem^ted,  they  shall  be  protected  in  their  present 
pOBBeesions,  and  In  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  right* 
of  territory  and  government,  as  promised  or  guar- 
antied to  them  by  treatiee  vith  the  Dnited  Sutea, 
aecordlog  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  such 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Ur.  FKKLQrGHnTBBN  next  offered  the  fbllow- 
ing  proviso: 

Promdad  alway*.  That  nothing  herein  oontdned , 
shall  be  so  conatraed  as  to  authorise  the  departure 
from,  or  non-obserranoe  of^  any  treaty,  oompaet, 
agreement,  or  stipulation  heretofore  entered  into, 
and  noir  Bubaisting,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Cherokee  Induns. 

This  amendment  was  r^ect«d. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  MoEinlbt,  the  fonrUi  Mo- 
tion was  amended,  by  adding  thereto  the  words 
following : 

And  npon  the  payment  of  Bach  valuation,  the  Im- 
provements BO  valued  and  paid  for  shall  pass  to  the 
United  States;  and  possesrion  shall  not  afterwards 
be  permitted  to  any  of  the  same  tribe. 

A  verbal  amendment  in  the  fourth  seo- 
tion,  proposed  by  Ur.  Sfk^ocx,  having  been 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  SiJiPOBD  moved  to  add  the  fbllowing 
section: 

And  bt  it  further  matfad,  That  whera  the  lands 
in  any  State  are  held  by  JncUans,  and  snob  lands 
belong  to  the  Stale,  subject  to  the  olahn  of  the  In- 
dians, or  the  State  or  its  guaranties  are  entitled  to 
^urobsse  the  Indian  tiUe,  the  Pre^dant  of  the 
nsjgn  to  any  fooh  In- 
partions  of  the  lands 
described  In  the  Qrst  section  of  this  set,  when  any 
such  Indians  shall  choose  to  remove  to,  and  leiide 
on,  the  western  lands,  so  as  to  be  assigned  to  them. 

Kr,  WooDBUBT  moved  to  add  thsNto  tii» 
foUowiDg: 
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Pnmded,  That  no  pvt  of  the  eipeue  of  eztln- 
goiidiiDg  the  (itlM,  or  jMjing  for  the  iiiiproTenieiila 
of  the  luidi  oa  the  remOTJ,  or  of  the  Snt  7^1^ 
PMidenM  of  the  Indiuu,  refemd  to  In  this  jwction, 
ihall  be  borne  b;  the  United  Btttaa. 

This  was  Bocepted  b^  Mr.  Sabvokd,  as  a 
mo^flofttion  of  his  motion ;  and  the  amend- 
ment waa  then  rdeotad. 

On  motion  bj  Mr.  FosaTTH,  the  aeeond  aeo- 
tion  was  amended,  br  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

When  the  land  claimed  and  ooonided  by  the  In- 
dians is  owned  b;  the  Coited  Btates,  or  the  United 
States  are  boand  to  the  State  withhi  which  It  Ilea, 
to  eitingniah  the  Indian  claim  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wam,  the  blank  in  the> 
eighth  sMtion  was  filled  with  five  hundred 
thonsand  dollara,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the 
Senate  with  the  amendments ;  wltioh,  having 
been  oononrred  fn, 

Hr.  FssLiiTaHUTeKir  mored  fortlier  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding  the  following  proTiso ; 
whiob  was  rejected  : 

FrtxnM,  That  beibre  any  exchange  or  ramov^ 
shall  take  place,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
■hall  nominate,  and,  bj  and  with  the  adrice  and 
oonaent  of  the  Senate,  aiqxdnt,  Uiree  suitable  per- 
•ona,  and  b;  them  eanse  the  oonntrj  to  which  It  is 
proposed  to  remove  the  IniUans  to  be  fully  ex- 
plored, and  a  report  made  to  the  President,  and  by 
him  to  Congress,  of  the  extent  of  good  and  arable 
lands  th&t  can  be  obtained,  and  of  the  proportion 
of  woodland  in  such  country,  and  of  its  adaptation 
t«  the  objects  of  this  bQl,  and  to  the  wants  and  hab> 
its  of  the  Indian  nations. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  by  feos  and  nays,  as  fol- 

Taia.— Heesrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb, 
Brown,  IHckersou,  Dndley,  EUU,  Forarth,  Onindy, 
Hayne,  Hendrioka,  IredeD,  Johniton,  Sane,  King, 
Uvingston,  HoKhiley,  HcLean,  KoUe,  Bovan,  San- 
ford,  Smith  of  SODth  Carolina,  Taiewell,  Tmnp, 
Tjler,  White,  Woodbury— 28. 

N^Ts.—HeeBrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bomet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Fretinghnysen,  Hohnea, 
Knight,  Uarks^  Naudain,  Robbms,  BngglM,  Sey- 
moor,  aisbee,  Spngoe,  Webster,  Wmey— 19. 

The  Senate  then  a^oomed. 


UoHDAT,  April  26. 
ImfeMhmant  of  Juigt  Faei. 

Heesrs.  BnoHAnair  and  BroRBa,  members  of 
tiie  HoDse  of  Kepreeentatives,  with  a  message 
from  that  HonBe,  were  annoniiced ;  and,  having 
taken  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  PnasiDENi  informed  them  that  the  Sen- 
ate was  ready  to  receive  any  commnnlcatifMi 
they  might  hare  to  mt^e. 

ICr.  BroHAHAN  then  rose  and  s^d :  We  are 
commanded,  in  the  name  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativea,  and  of  sll  the  people  of  the 
United    Slatea,  to  impesoh  Jamea  H.  Peek, 


Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Muwnri,  d 
high  miademeanors  in  c^oe ;  and  to  scqoiiDl 
the  Senate  that  the  House  of  BepreMntitini 
will,  in  due  time,  exhibit  particolar  aitidei  of 
impeachment  agunst  bim,  and  make  gocdlht 
same ;  and  we  So  demsnd  that  the  Senate  t«ke 
order  for  the  appearance  of  the  s^d  Jsmea  E. 
Peak,  to  answer  to  ssid  impeachment. 
Ueesrs.  Bconuras  and  Storbb  having  retind, 
Ur.  TuxwiLL  roae  and  said,  that  b  lookini 
over  mmilar  oase&  for  the  purpose  of  ssoertii]). 
ing  what  would  be  the  proper  oonne  of  jn- 
needing,  he  ^soovwed  Uiat  meesages,  ttmHa 
in  most  particulars  to  the  one  jost  receind, 
had  been  preeent^d  to  the  Senate  in  thiM 
easee.  The  first  was  the  case  of  John  Blnut, 
one  of  the  mambera  of  this  body ;  the  not 
was  that  of  John  Pickwing,  Judge  of  the  Bif 
triot  Court  of  New  Hampuiire ;  and  the  tluri 
was  that  of  Judge  Chase.  Upon  each  of  ibM 
oases  there  seemed  to  have  been  some  sanxi 
confflderatitxi,  in  order  to  adt^t  the  conns 
most  proper  to  be  pnrsned.  Mr.  T.  wonld  stsls 
in  what  the  proceedinge  In  tiieee  easee  diSnto. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Blonnt  being  the  first  of  lU 
kind  that  had  ever  oecnrred,  premnted  » 
anomalous  a  praotioe  that  it  never  oonld  be  » 
ferred  to  as  a  precedent.  The  other  tm 
were  consistent  with  the  general  piinciplM  » 
law  and  jostjce.  Frtnn  these  it  seems  itit  it 
had  been  settled,  that,  when  the  Boose  of  Stf 
reeentativee  informed  the  Senate  that  tbej 
were  about  to  pres«)t  articles  of  impeachmeDt, 
a  Select  Committee  waa  ^pointed  to  Uke  ti« 


measorea  were  proper  to  be  taken. 

read,  for  the  informatim  of  the  Senate,  IH 

oases  as  they  oocorred. 

rUr.  T.  then  read  from  the  Senate  Jouiul » 
follows :] 

"  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  StsIM,  Kw*  H 
1808.  . 

" A  message  was  leedved  from  the  B«i«" 
BepresentativcB,  by  Mesnv  Nicholson  and  BumK 
two  of  the  msmbeis  of  said  House,  In  the  «oi«  I* 

"Mr.  Preddent,  we  are  commanded  in  tl>«  "^ 
of  the  Honee  of  Repreeentatlvea, and  of  d  mP^ 
pie  of  the  United  States,  to  Impeach  John  nwn* 
Jadge  of  the  Mstrict  Covrt  <i  the  dlstihit  M  !■*■ 
Hampshire,  of  Ugh  orimea  and  miadeneaaW  "j" 
to  acquaint  the  Senate  tliat  the  House  of  ^f"^ 
ativei  will,  in  due  time, exhibit  particnUr ""J™" 
impeachment  against  him,  and  make  good  "*»* 

"  We  are  further  commanded  to  demand  '"'jy 
Senate  take  order  for  the  appeannoe  of  "fjT 
John  Pickering,  to  answer  to  the  laid  inip««» 


On  motion, 
Ordtnd,  That  the 
from  the  House  of  "~~ 


ssage  received  till  dg 
from  the  Honse  of  Bepreaentstives,  '^'P'^^J^ 
impeachment  of  John  Kekoring,  Judge  ofsW"^ 
Court,  be  referred  to  Hesars.  Tracy,  CUnwa.'" 
Nicholas,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

In  the  ease  of  Jndge  Ohase,  the  w**'?^ 
impeachment  were  presented  at  the  naroi  " 
Senate  by  Messrs,  Randolph,  Bodnej,  FwH* 
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son,  Earlej,  Nelson,  and  Geo.  W.  Oampbell, 
managers  on  tlie  part  of  tie  HoiiHe  of  Eeprs- 
eeotatives.  [Ur.  Tazxwkll  here  read  the  pro- 
oeediDKB,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  previonaly  decided  whst  fbrms  shonid 
be  observed  in  receiTicig  the  artiolea  of  im- 
peachment, and  that  the  managers,  on  spear- 
ing at  the  bar  of  the  SenMe,  were  prepared 
with  and  presented  the  artiolee.] 

The  oase  of  Bloont  was  not  ezttotlj  similar 
to  either  of  the  oasee  he  had  cited.  This  was 
in  the  year  1T97.  [Mr.  T,  then  read  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  case.]  The  idea,  said  Ur.  T., 
of  calling  upon  an  individnal  to  ester  into  a 
reoogniEanoe  to  appear  at  no  named  time,  at 


[S»^ 


e'  'en  place,  and  to  answer  to  charges  the  Lord 
ew  what,  (for  no  articles  of  impeaohment 
had  been  made  oat,)  was  so  mai^hstlj  con- 


trary to  jQstice,  that  the  Senate  itself  seemed 
to  have  abandoned  it,  for  the  accused  did  not 
appear,  and  no  farther  prooeedings  were  bad, 
nntil  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Under  all 
the  oiranmstanoea,  Ur,  T.  took  it  for  granted 
that  Blonnt's  case  wordd  not  be  considered  as 
a  fit  precedent,  bnt  that  the  proceedings  In  the 
oases  of  Rckering  and  Chase  woald  be  resort- 
ed to ;  and  he  therefore  mored  that  the  mee- 
BBge  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatdves  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Oommittee,  to  connst  of 
three  Senators,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 
Mr.  Tazewbll's  motion  having  been  oarriad, 
Ur.  Ba-fTOR  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  subject ;  and  the  qneatitm  b^ng  taken, 
Mr.  B.  was  ezcneed. 

The  Senate  then  prooeeded  to  ballot  for  a 
committee;  and,  on  oonnting  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Ueaara.  Taikwku,  Bbu,  tai 
Webstkb  were  ohoeen. 


ToBSBAT,  April  ST. 

JvdgaJPtek. 

Mr.  Tuxvnx,  from  the  Select  Oommittee 

ipfMrfnted  on  the  ralijeot,  made  the  following 

report,  which  was  ooncDrred  in  by  the  Seoate  : 

WbsMM  the  HonM  ot  RepttamtKOvte  on  tha 
S6th  of  the  nreaent  month,  I>7  two  of  their  mem- 
ber*, VeiRS.  BnoHAHxa,  and  wobu  of  New  Tork, 
■t  the  bar  <tf  the  Senate,  Impeaobed  James  H.  Feck, 
Jndge  of  the  District  Com^  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Missouri,  of  high  mifdemeanora  in 
office,  and  acquainted  tha  Senate  that  the  EooBe  of 
Bepresentatirea  will.  In  doe  time,  eiUbit  particular 
aiticlM  of  Impeachment  against  him,  and  make  good 
ib»  same ;  and  Ukewlse  demanded,  that  the  Senate 
take  order  tbr  the  appearance  of  ute  said  Jamea  H. 
Feck,  to  answer  the  said  impeaohment:  Therefore, 

BttolMii,  That  the  Senate  will  take  proper  order 
thereon,  of  which  doe  nottee  shall  be  given  to  the 
House  of  BepresentativM. 

And  the  oommittee  ftartber  recommended  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
Erected  to  notify  the  Honae  of  Representatives 
of  the  foregoing  resolatioD. 


THitBSDAT,  April  29. 
Tenfwn  LawM. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Foot,  the  bill  irom  the 
Eonse  of  Kepresentatives  "  declaratory  of  the 
several  acts  to  provide  for  certtun  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  tha 
Lrnit«d  States  in  the  revoIntionaTy  war,"  was 
resnmed,  with  the  amendment  of  the  Pendon 
Oommittee. 

Ur.  Foot  explained  at  large  the  olt|eot  of  tho 
bill  as  it  has  been  proposed  to  be  amended  by 
the  oommittee. 

Ur.  Hayse  s^d,  this  was  a  bill  simili^  In  its 
character  to  that  which  was  bronght  fbrward 
during  the  last  session  of  Oongresa,  and  which 
was  then  known  by  tbe  rigniflcuit  ^)pelIatioQ 
of  the  Uammoth  Pension  bill.  Under  the  spe- 
<uou3  pretext  of  paying  a  debt  of  national  grst- 
itnde  to  the  soloiers  of  the  revolution,  it  was 
calculated  to  empty  the  Treasnry,  by  squander- 
ing away  the  public  treasure  among  a  class  of 
persona,  many  of  whom,  said  Ur.  E.,  I  do 
verily  believe,  never  served  in  the  revolution 
at  ail,  and  others  only  for  such  short  periods  aa 
hardly  to  entitle  them  to  praise.  I  will  yield, 
sir,  to  no  gentleman  here,  in  a  deep  and  aliid- 
ing  sense  of  gratitnde  for  revolutionary  ser- 
vices. Bronght  np  among  revolutionary  atea, 
I  imbibed  In  my  infancy,  and  have  cherished 
through  life,  a  profonnd  reverence  and  affection 
for  the  whole  race — ^feelings  which  will  descend 
with  me  to  the  grave. 

But  sir,  when  the  attempt  Is  mode  to  thmst 
into  uie  company  of  the  war-worn  veterans 
of  the  revolution,  a  "mighty  host,"  many  of. 
whom,  probably,  never  even  saw  an  enemy; 
when  a  door  is  to  be  opened  wide  enou^  to 
admit  mere  sunahine  and  holiday  soldiers,  the 
hangers-on  of  the  camp,  men  of  straw,  snosti- 
tnt«s,  who  never  enlisted  until  after  the  prelim- 
inaries of  peace  were  si^ed ;  when,  after  hav- 
ing omitted  to  pay  the  debt  of  gratitude  really 
due  to  the  honest  veterans  who  toiled  through 
all  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  great  con- 
test, yon  now  propose  to  give  the  rewards 
earned  by  their  blood,  with  so  profase  a  hand 
as  to  enable  all  who  ever  approached  the  camp 
to  sliare  them;  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  neither  my  sense  of  jnstioe,  nor  my  devo- 
tion to  revotalioQary  men,  will  suffer  me  to 
lend  my  aid  to  the  ooQsnmmation  of  the  injna- 
tioe.  Sir,  I  know  that  deep  as  have  been  the 
wounds  inflicted  by  the  chilling  neglect  experi- 
enced by  many  of  these  gallant  omcers  of  the 
army  who  fought  your  battles  throngbont  the 
war  of  the  revolution ;  keenly  as  they  have 
felt  the  ii^nstice  which  delayed,  nntil  a  recent 


combined,  have  inflicted  so  deep  a  wonnd  upon 
their  feelings,  as  the  admission,  to  all  the  hon- 
ors and  rewards  of  the  revolution,  of  persons 
who  shared  few  of  the  hardships,  and  none  of 
the  perils,  of  the  war.  He  who  toiled  throngh 
the  heat  of  the  day,  has  found  the  evening 
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feast  spread  ont  for  those  wbom  he  koew  not 
in  the  camp,  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
whom  he  never  saw  till  he  foand  them  at  the 
festive  board  provided  by  the  gnttitnde  of  the 
ooontrr. 

ffir,  I  am  informed,  fivm  the  highest  anthor- 
Itj-,  uiat,  when  the  penuon  bill  of  1818  was 
before  Oongreaa,  pro\dding  for  the  "  nine  months' 
men,"  a  pLllant  veteran  of  the  revolution,  then 
a  member  of  the  other  Honse,  wan  so  indionaut 
at  ita  proviaioQB,  that  he  dedared  be  considered 
the  soldiers  who  bad  served  thronghout  the 
war  as  dishonored  bj  a  law  recogniziiig,  as 
equals,  the  class  of  persons  who  woud  come  in 
nnder  that  bill ;  and  anch,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, was  the  general  sense  of  all  snoh  men 
throngboDt  the  conntrj. 

It  has  been  mj  pride  and  pleasure,  on  all 


^ofesaiona,  bnt  by  the  moat  oneqniyocal  acts, 
nere  and  elsewhere,  my  efforts  have  not  been 
wanting  to  manifest  the  sentimenta  by  which  T 
am  animated.  Bat,  in  reftmna  to  snpport  sacb 
a  bill  as  this,  I  am  conacions  I  am  only  doing 
that  of  which  the  veterans  of  the  Tevolntion 
themselves,  if  they  were  here  present,  wonld 
oordlally  approve.  In  doing  Jostice  to  the 
oonntry,  I  am  also  doing  justice  to  them. 

In  the  further  examination  of  this  subieot,  I 
pn^MMe,  B^d  Kr.  H.,  to  take  a  brief  review  of 
the  pension  system  in  this  ooonby,  and  to 
point  out  the  new,  extravagant,  and  alarming 

GevidoDB  which  it  is  proposed,  by  this  act,  to 
trodnc«  into  that  system. 
.    The  people  of  the  United  States,  even  before 
the  revolotioii,  had  imbibed  a  deep-rooted  and 
setUed  opposiUon  to  the  system  of  pensions. 
In  the  oonntry  from  which  tiiey  had   emi- 


firoviaion,  at  the  pnblio  expense,  for  their 
riends  and  followers.  In  Great  Britain,  pen- 
sions have  long  been  used  as  the  ready  means 
of  providing  for  the  "  favored  few,"  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  many.  This  system  affords  the 
most  convenient  means  of  appropriating  the 
indastry  and  o^tal  of  the  laboring  classes,  for 
&%  support  of  those  drones  in  society,  the 
"Jhif*  na(>  e*n»uni«w,"  who  occupy  so  large 
a  space  in  all  refined,  civilized,  and  Obriatian 
countries.  Onr  anoestors  had  seen,  and  se- 
verely felt,  the  effects  of  sacb  a  system,  which 
uecewarily  converts  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple into  the  "hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water"  for  the  privileged  orders  of  society. 
When  onr  revolution  oommenoed,  therefore,  a 
deepj  settled,  and  salntary  prejudice  against 
pensions  almost  oniyersally  prevwled.  On  the 
recommendation  of  Geneml  Waahington,  how- 
ever, Congress  had  found  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide that  the  ofBcera  of  the  regnlar  army  who 
ahonld  oootinne  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
alionld  be  entitled  "  to  half  pay  for  life."  Bo 
strong,  however,  was  the  pri|jndice  agunst 
pensions,  that  the  officers  entitled  "  to  lujf  pay 
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for  life,"  found  it  neoesury  so  &r  to  field  U 
pnblic  opinion  as  to  aooept  of  a  "oommiita- 
tion,"  in  lien  thereol^  of  five  years'  foil  pij,  ■ 
debt  which  waa  not  finally  discharged,  aMord- 
ing  to  the  tnie  spirit  of  the  contract,  vulil 
abont  two  years  ago. 

In  1800,  provisitm  was  made  by  la«  fi> 
pensions  to  ail  persons  disabled  in  tlM  militnr 
service  of  the  United  States  daring  the  tvn\» 
tion ;  and,  in  1808,  the  United  State*  awmied 
the  payment  of  all  tlie  fwaioaa  granted  hj  ttai 
Statea  for  diaabilities  inenrred  m  tlis  nvi* 
tion.  And.  rrani  that  Ume  to  1618,  the  priM^ 
pie  was  settled,  that  all  persons  disabled  ialhe 
CDorae  of  military  serrioe  ahonld  be  proriM 
for  at  tbe  pablie  e^tense,  and  the  United  BlatN 
took  npon  themseivea  the  payment  of  peoaan 
to  such  persons,  "whethertneyservedintheliad 
or  sea  service  of  the  forces  of  the  UniledStsU^ 
or  any  particular  State,  in  the  regolsrcorpa, « 
themiUtia,oraavolimteerB."  Here, then, wHito 
American  pension  system  established  oatM 
and  sure  foundation.  The  prindple  sMumd 
was  not  merely  Kratitnde  for  serriees  rendertd; 
for  that  prinoipla  must  have  embraced  civil » 
well  as  military  pensitms,  and  is  broad  ena# 
to  admit  all  the  abneee  that  have  grown  up  la- 
der  the  peoBion  system  evea  of  Great  Bntiia. 
Our  principle  was,  that  pensions  ihouM  I* 
grantid  for  disabilities  inonrred  in  militirr  •"" 
vice — ameasnre  deemed  neoeesary  to  hirid  «a 
those  Indnoementa  to  gallantry  and  deedi  n 
daring  which  hare  been  found  neoesaary  in  u 
other  ooontries,  and  whioh  we  have,  f^''^ 
no  ri^ht  to  suppose  can  be  safely  dispeoM 
with  m  ours. 

Here,  then,  we  find,  that,  np  to  tha  jw 
1818,  the  principle  of  onr  p^iraon  svilffln  « 
disability,  a  wise  and  safe  principle,  limiud  n 
its  extent^  and  almost  inoapable  o(  abase. 

In  1818,  however,  the  Represmtatives  ril» 
people,  in  Oongrees  assembled,  seemto  mJ* 
been  seized  wiUi  a  sudden  fit  of  grstitods  w 
revolntionary  services ;  an  act  waa  aooarfiwJ 
passed,  which  provided  for  pensionmg  all  ™ 
served  in  the  army  of  the  revolntkni  "'•'^  ^ 
term  of  nine  months,  or  longer,  at  any  p«™ 
of  the  war,"  and  "  who,  by  reason  of  wdnw 
circnmstancea,  shall  atand  in  need  of  asalstiii* 
from  their  country  for  support."  [9«  **■ 
18th  MarcK  1818.1  Here,  it  will  be  swn  "« 
the  principle  which  limits  pensions  to  °f^~j, 
ties  monrred  in  the  service  is  abandoned,  tw 
length  of  service  and  poverty  are  msde  tM 
conditions  on  which  pensions  are  heresiw " 
depend.  The  history  of  that  bill,  as  I  }*" 
heard  it  from  the  lipa  of  those  who  were  scan 
in  the  political  scenes  of  that  day,  is  not  a  hi* 
curious.  AU  agreed  that  the  operaUon  of  »• 
bill  was  to  be  confined  to  those  who  tw,  ant- 
ing the  revelation,  given  up  their  P"''*'*!"^ 
snitfl,  and  devoted  themselves  eiclusivwj  " 
military  service.  No  one  imagined,  for  «  ^ 
ment,  that  any  person  who  had  rendered  ow* 
services  merely ;  men  who  had  only  sharefl, » 
common  with  all  the  other  dtistos  of  ths  ««»■ 
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trj,  the  dongen  and  soorifioea  of  the  times, 
were  to  be  the  objects  of  pablio  bonntf.  The 
original  propMitloo,  therefore,  was  to  confine 
the  proTifiions  of  tiie  hill  to  those  who  had 
aerred  in  the  regnlar  armj,  either  daring  the 
war,  or  for  a  term  of  three  jean,  and  who 
stood  in  need  of  asuetanee  team  their  coontr^ 
for  support.  Bat,  mr,  in  the  progress  of  that 
bill  it  was  discovN^d  that,  in  a  certain  quarter 
of  the  Union,  a  number  of  totdiers  had  been 
enlisted  for  a  term  of  only  nine  months,  and, 
to  eover  th^  ease,  "  three  years  "  was  stricken 
ont,  and  "  nine  months  "  inserted.  Sir,  no  one 
foresaw  the  conseqaencee  of  that  measure.  It 
was  aapposed  that  even  this  provision  wonld 
indade  only  a  few  hondred  men.  The  whole 
oharga  apon  the  Treasarj  was  estimated  at  one 
hnndred  and  siitj  thonsand  dollars.  And,  se- 
dnced  hj  this  expeotation,  and  by  the  popnlar 
or7  of  "  Jostice  to  the  old  soldiers,"  Congress 
were  persnaded  to  pass  a  bill  which  ther  were 
MBored  oonid  not  make  any  very  considerable 
addition  to  the  pension  list,  which  would  be 
lessened  from  year  to  year,  and  wonld  soon 
cease  to  exisL  And  what,  sir,  was  the  reaolt  i 
"What  a  lesson  does  it  read  to  legislators  1  How 
forcibly  does  it  admonish  us  to  weigh  weU  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  before  we  undertake  to 
enlaige  or  extend  the  ponMon  law  of  1818.  I 
hare  applied  to  the  Pension  Office  for  informa- 
tiOQ  on  this  euhiect,  and  hold  in  my  hand  the 
offidal  report  ot*^  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that 
department  In  giving  the  reanit,  I  sball  not 
ftim  at  minnta  aoooracy. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  pensions,  under 
the  act  of  1818,  oonsiderably  exceeded  thirty 
thonsand  I  a  number  greater  than  that  of  Gen- 
eral Waahlnffton's  army,  at  any  period  of  the 
war ;  ezcee£ng  the  whole  number  of  soldiers 
that  mold  be  supposed  to  he  alive  in  1618. 
Notwithstanding  the  "  rigid  mles  "  laid  down 
by  the  Department  of  War,  it  was  found  im- 
poBsible  to  ezdude  the  tq>plicanta.  Upwards 
of  dghteen  thonsand  were  admitted  and  placed 
on  the  [tension  roll,  one-third  of  whom,  at 
least,  (as  it  afterwards  appeared,)  had  no  olum 
to  be  there.  The  daims  of  upwards  of  twelve 
tiiousand  of  the  applicants  were  foond,  even  at 
the  first  eiBmination,  to  be  entirely  gronndless, 
and  were  accordingly  rejected.  The  money  re- 
qnired  to  pay  the  pensions  was  found  to  be,  not 
one  hnndred  and  sixty  thousand  doUars,  as  had 
been  estimated,  but  between  two  and  three 
millions.  The  very  first  year,  Oongreas  bad  to 
appropriate  for  penaons,  under  the  act  of  1618, 
one  million  e^ht  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thousand  nine  hnndred  dollars ;  and  the  next 
jear,  two  millions  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six 
thonsand  fonr  hundred  sad  forty  dollars,  which, 
with  the  appropriations  for  invalid  pensions, 
made  the  whole  amonnt  appropriat«d  in  that 
year  for  pensions,  three  mimons  one  hundred 
and  eight  thousand  three  hnndred  and  three 
dollars.  And  no  one  can  tell  to  what  extent 
Uiese  appropriations  wonld  have  been  carried, 
if  OongresB  had  not  interpoaed  to  correct  the 


evil  The  whole  country  had  become  alanned. 
No  one  doubted  that  an  immense  nnmber  of 
persons  were  receiving  pendens,  who  bad  no 
claim  to  them  whatever.  Hen  who  had  never 
served  at  all,  or  for  very  short  periods ;  men 
who  had  given  away  their  property  to  their 
children,  or  conveyed  it  in  trust  for  their  own 
benefit;  in  short,  every  one  who  was  old  enough 
to  have  served  in  tjie  revolntion,  found  litUe 
difScdty  (notwithstanding  the  rigid  rnlee  of 
the  War  Deportment,  of  which  we  now  bear 
BO  much  compltdnt^  in  getting  themselves 
placed  upon  the  pension  list. 

To  rescue  the  country  from  thb  enormous 
evil,  the  act  of  Ist  Hay,  1620,  was  passed, 
which,  withont  cban^ng  the  terms  and  condl- 
Ijons  on  which  pensions  were  to  be  granted, 
(still  reoniring  service  "for  a  term  of  nine 
months,"  and  "  indi^nt  drcumstances,")  yet 
provided  gnards  agamat  frauds,  by  requiring 
every  applicant  to  submit  "  a  schedule  of  his 
property,"  and  to  take  the  necessary  "oaths," 
&c.  Sir,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in- 
tended only  to  prevent  frands,  upwards  of  six 
thousand  persons  were  stricken  from  the  pen- 
sion roll.  Two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  never  even  presented  a  schedule, 
or  made  an  application  under  this  act ;  and  the 
Treasury  was  thns  relieved  from  a  charge  (tf  a 
million  of  dollars  per  annum. 

Now,  sir,  with  the  experience  afforded  by 
one  would  really  suppose  that  the 


tend  the  providons  of  the  act  of  1818,  again 
to  unlock  the  Treasury,  which  was  wisdy 
closed  by  the  act  of  1820,  and  subject  it  to  a 
charge  similar  in  character,  and  probably  much 

Cter  in  amount,  than  was  imposed  by  that 
,  and  to  open  a  wide  door  to  all  the  evils, 
aye,  and  much  greater  evils  than  were  experi- 
enced by  the  coontry  under  the  operation  of 
that  act. 

I  will  pnt  it  to  the  ohdrman  of  the  commit- 
tee who  reported  this  hill :  Is  he  satisfied  of 
the  wisdom  and  jnstioe  of  the  act  of  1818! 
The  gentleman  says,  "  it  ou^ht  never  t«  have 
been  passed."  Well,  sir,  while  the  gentleman 
acknowleds;««  that  that  act  was  impolitic  and 
mynat,  and  "  ought  never  to  have  been  passed," 
how  cui  he  advocate  this  bill  which  enla^res 
and  extends  every  otjectionable  featnre  of  uie 
former  law  I 

Sir,  if  we  have  already  taken  a  rash  and  un- 
advised step  in  this  bnduesii  it  is  better  for  us 
to  go  back,  or  at  leaat  to  stop  where  we  are ; 
but  assuredly  we  ought  not  to  advance  and 
press  forward  in  error,  regardless  of  conse- 
qnences. 

I  come  now  to  the  examination  of  the  cbar- 
aoter  of  the  proposed  moasnre.  We  have  be- 
fore us  two  bills :  the  first  has  already  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  the  second  is 
proposed  as  an  amendment,  by  the  Committee 
of  Pensions  of  the  Senate.  They  Iwth  purport 
to  be  acta  merely  dedaratoij  of  the  acts  of 
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oliftiige  the  jjengion  iysttan,  but  merely  to  oor- 
reot  Bome  miscoiiBtnictions  of  tboM  acta  on  the 
part  of  the  ofBoers  of  the  War  Dep&rtment. 

If,  rir,  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  there 
have  been  no  each  "  mieoonetmctiooB,"  and 
tiiat  there  exists  no  neceeaity  whatever  for  utj 
"  declaratory  act,"  will  I  not  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  gentlemen  who  now  support  this 
bill  will  al  once  abandon  itt  I  know,  sir,  the 
ezpeotAtion  would  be  vain ;  fur  the  truth  can- 
not be  disgaised,  that  it  is  the  real  object  of 
this  bill  greatly  to  eiUai^  and  extend  the  pen- 
sion ^stem,  by  the  iDtrodnction  of  new,  and, 
Sfl  I  believe,  most  alarming  provisions.  This  is 
no  deolnratory  act  The  acta  of  1818  and  1620 
provide  that  pensiona  aluUl  be  granted  to  per- 
sons who  eerved  in  the  regnlar  army  of  the 
revolntion,  on  two  conditions :  1st.  That  they 
ehontd  have  served  for  a  "  term  of  nine  montha 
or  longer,  at  any  period  of  the  war;"  3d. 
Tliat,  by  reason  of  rednoed  circnmstancea,  "  they 
shall  be  in  need  of  assistance  from  their  conn- 


rioe  "  has  been  rei^nired  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  be  a  "  oontinuona  senrioe ;"  and  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  that  an  applicant  for  a 
penuon  "  ahall  be  deemed  to  have  served  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  if  he  aliall  have 
served  nine  monlhs  aaAea  one  or  severel  enlist- 
menta,  whether  oontinuona  or  not." 

And  it  is  alleged, 

Sewndly.  That^  in  examining  the  "  oircom- 
etancee"  of  applicants  for  pennons,  no  fixed 
amoont  of  property  has  been  considered  as 
conclnsiTe  of  in^gent  circnmstancea,"  bnt 
the  oharacter,  habits,  place  of  residence,  fam- 
II J,  &a.,  &e.,  have  all  been  taken  into  aoconnt ; 
ana  it  ia  now  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  to  provide  that  a 
man  "  shall  be  deemed  and  talcen  to  be  nnable 
to  eapport  himself  withoat  the  asaistauce  of 
his  conntry,  if  the  whole  amount  of  his  prop- 
erty, exolosive  of  honsebold  fomitDre,  &o., 
aludl  not  exceed  the  anm  of  one  thonsand  dol- 
lars, all  debta  from  bim  jnatly  due  and  owing 
b^ng  flrat  dednoted."  By  way  of  goarding 
wainst  Irands,  it  is  added,  "that  the  applicant 
Uall  not  be  required  to  show  what  his  mrcam- 
■tanoee  or  condition  in  life  were,  or  what  prop- 
»rty  he  was  possessed  of  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  passage  of  this  act;"  the  plun  interpreta- 
tion of  whidi  is,  that,  if  any  man,  before  this 
act  receives  the  sanction  of  the  Freaideot,  shall 
^ve  away  his  estate  to  his  children,  he  ahaU, 


been  "  misoonstrned  I "  How  far  are  the  bills 
before  ns  "declaratory!"  It  is  alleged  that 
eervioe  for  a  "  term  of  nine  months  "  does  not 
Imi^y  nine  months  oontinnoasly.    Bat  I  appre- 
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head  they  can  onlj  relate  to  otHitiiiaoaa  mt 
vioe  nnder  one  enlutment.  A  term  is  a  ttcb- 
nioal  phrase,  and,  when  wplied  to  Jodioil  n 
military  service,  always  rel^iee  to  an  nsbroka 

Eriod  of  time.  The  term  of  a  ooort,  ve  aU 
ow,  has  this  ngnification ;  and,  in  miUtv; 
langoage.  the  "  term  of  aervire  "  relates  to  tb( 
period  of  a  soldier's  continnons  service  andcr 
one  enlistment.  That  it  was  so  used  in  llw 
law,  is  obvioQS.  The  tmth  is,  this  proriiioB 
was  inserted  for  the  avowed  pnrpoee  of  sow- 
ing a  certain  class  of  troops,  known  to  hsn 
served  nnder  on  enlistment  for  nine  moDlla. 
And  the  worda,  "a  term  of  nine  moiitha,  it 
any  period  during  the  war,"  can  admit  of  vi 
other  constmcljon.  If  it  bad  been  intended  » 
emhraoe  mere  oasoal  service  under  varimu  en- 
gagements, amonntjng  in  the  whole  to  mu 
months,  the  expreeeion  wonld  have  been,  "  vlu 
served  for  nine  months  daring  the  wv,"  or 
(as  proposed  in  this  bill)  "  whether  ooDtJunoa 

or  nnt" 

U  relates  to  "da 

,     dedaratary"  rf 

the  old  law,  bat  snbstatates  a  new,  sad,  H  1 
think,  a  danserons  role,  for  that  prescribed  ij 
Uie  former  Taw,  as  constrned  and  oniforoil; 
acted  apon  by  the  I>epartinent  of  War. 

Let  ns  next  inqoire  into  the  probable  sffnt 
of  the  proposed  proviuon.  Who  ore  the  pe^ 
eons  now  esolnded  from  the  benefits  of  the  u- 
isting  law )  They  are  those  who,  during  Ux 
whole  ooDTse  of  a  war  of  seven  years,  {a  UcnAj 
and  ardaoos  contest,  bronght  t«  the  door  n 
every  man,)  served  in  all  omy  nine  months  tni 
that,  too,  at  varions  periods. 

Now,  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  Inr  re- 
lates only  to  enlisted  soldiers  of  tbe  r^nl" 
army ;  let  it  also  be  remembered  thit  eolirt- 
menta,  nntil  aft«r  tbe  preliminaries  of  pea* 
were  signed,  were  for  fixed  periods,  of  gntl" 
or  leas  dnrodon ;  soma  (as  in  the  cue  of  tlw 
Maryland  line)  enlisted  "  daring  the  var,"  wj- 
ers  for  a  "  term  of  three  yearn,''  and  almoet  u 
of  the  rest  for  "  the  term  of  nine  months."  H 
I  am  not  greatly  misinformed,  it  was  aftotM 
fighting  had  ceased — after  the  captore  of  Oon- 
wallis  (which  tookplaoe  in  October,  'SI)-*™' 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  dgned,  fm^ 
vemW,  '82,)  that  enlistments  were  aiia» 
into  for  "  nine  months  or  less,"  Tii*  B^** 
man  says,  there  were  some  enlistments '>^*"*~ 
an  earfier  period  for  eight  months,  Mid  tt» 
many  of  these  men  oontinned  in  servioe  ■!»? 
a  new  engagement,  after  the  expiration  <^^^ 
first  term.  I  wish  the  gentleman  hid  f»««* 
OS  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  roui  ^ 
liatments ;  I  am  assured  they  were  not  mun*'' 
ona,  and  that  a  provision  so  framed  **'''f^ 
ench  oases  wonld  operate  bnt  on  a  few  indiw 
□als.  Bnt  if  the  object  is  merely  to  pwroj 
a  remedy  for  those  cases  of  special  bsrdsbto,  W 
provision  be  made  for  persons  who  enli«tw  " 
eight  months,  and  entered  into  "new  «0P^ 
menta  at  the  expiration  of  their  tens,  rr^ 
vide,  if  you  please,  "for  persona  who  *« 
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takes  prisoDien,  or  who  were  oonfined  in  prison 
abips,'*  (cases  on  which  gentlemea  bo  atrongty 
rel;,)  if  they  are  not  already  provided  for  un- 
der the  act  of  1618.  No  one  will  complun  of 
proviBionB  intended  to  apply  to  special  oaaes  of 
peculiar  hardship.  But,  Instead  of  'T'ftlH')g 
BOoh  provisions,  attempts  are  made  for  break- 
iiur  down  all  the  barriers  agalnat  frand.  These 
billB  propose  to  throw  open  the  door  of  tlie 
Treaenry,  so  as  to  permit  all  who  ohooee  to  do 
to,  to  ent^r,  and  help  themsdvea  at  pleaaore. 

Sir,  I  denf  the  policy  or  Jostice  of  the  act  of 
1818,  It  departs  entirely  from  every  aound 
principle  applioable  to  penmons,  and  has  pro- 
vided for  that  large  class  of  persona  whose  ser- 
vices were  in  no  reepeot  more  valuable  than 
those  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Who 
were  the  "  nine  months'  men,"  admitted  imder 
the  act  of  1818 1  They  were  chiefly  those  who 
entered  the  service  after  the  o^tnre  of  Com- 
irollia.  A  large  proportion  of  them  served 
only  between  the  oate  of  the  provisional  arti- 
cle of  peaoe,  in  November,  1782,  and  the  ad<q)- 
tion  of  the  definitive  articles,  in  Beptemb^, 
1788. 

Frmn  what  I  can  learn,  a  lar^  m^oiity 
those  who  were  admitted  to  pensions  under  the 
act  of  1818,  never  saw  any  service,  eioept  dnr- 
inft  the  two  years  which  elapsed  between  the 
o^tnre  of  ComwaUIs  and  the  establishment 
peace.  I  have  been  onable  to  obtain  any  de- 
tailed information  on  this  point.  But  I  am  told 
that  the  average  ages  of  these  eighteen  thou- 
sand pensionera,  at  the  date  of  l£eir  applit 
tion,  proved  that  they  ooold  only  have  served 
towards  the  dose  of  the  war.  Of  this  vast 
number,  but  little  more  than  three  thousand 
claimed  to  have  served  through  the  war ;  so 
that  it  ia  unquestionable,  that  the  bounty  of  the 
Government,  under  the  act  of  1S18,  has  been 
(diiefly  eitanded  to  those  who  never  abandoned 
their  private  pursuits,  who  did  sot  devote 
themaelvee  eidnsiTely  to  military  service,  and 
who,  therefore,  were  not  embrooed  within  any 
soond  and  safe  principle  applicable  to  penmous 
in  a  republican  Qovemment. 

But  if  BQoh  was  the  true  character,  and 
snch  the  operation  of  that  act,  what  will  be  the 
effect  of  this  bill  ?  While  the  law  required  "  a 
term  of  service  of  nine  months  or  longer," 
altho'ngh  persons  might  be  admitted  who  had 
rendered  no  efficient  service,  yet  joa  had  some 
seoority  against  abuse,  br  requiring  spedfio 
proof  of  a  continuous  servioe  under  one  enlist- 
ment, with  the  power,  in  most  cases,  of  refer- 
ring to  the  original  master  rolls,  and  thereby 
detecting  all  att«mpts  at  imposition.  Now, 
however,  that  the  most  oasnaf  service,  and  for 
the  shortest  periods,  is  to  be  taken  into  the 
acoount,  who  can  fiul  to  perceive  how  much 
the  chances  of  imposition  will  be  mnltiplied  ? 
Beeort  mnat  be  hod  to  oral  testimony.  And 
That  more  nnoert^  than  the  memory  of  man, 
■s  to  the  duration  of  another's  service  half  a 
sentnry  ago !  Who  is  there  that  ever  served  a 
month  in  the  army,  oi  who  was  eren  a  follower 


of  the  camp,  that  will  not  be  able  to  adduce 
oertificst«e  to  show  that  he  served  for  Just  so 
long  a  time  aa  he  may  choose  t«  lay  claim  to. 

Bnt,  sir,  there  is  a  stronger  objeotion  to  thia 
measure  even,  than  ite  liability  to  abuse.  It  is, 
that  it  rests  on  no  sound  principle  applicable  to 
military  penrioos.  If  there  be  any  principle 
recognized  and  ftilly  established  in  this  coon- 
try,  it  is,  that  pensions  must  be  confined  to 
those  who  were  separated,  by  the  natnre  of 
their  service,  from  the  great  mass  of  the  oom- 
munity,  and  who  devoted  themselves  exoln- 
"'  'ely  to  military  duties.    It  la  a  palpable  ab- 


lution, performed,  only  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen,  the  military  service 
required  of  every  oitiseD,  stand  upon  an  equal 
footing.  He  alone,  who,  in  the  sbictest  sens^ 
put  off  the  citizen  and  became  a  aoldier,  and 
who,  in  abandoning  the  pursuits,  relinqoished 
also  the  habits  of  private  life,  can  have  any  Just 
olum  to  be  provided  for  at  the  public  expense. 
I  speak  not  now  of  pby»cal  dlsabilitiea  in- 
carred  in  the  public  service  this  class  of  oases 
having  been  amply  provided  for  onder  the  acts 
of  180a  and  1808.  But,  with  regard  to  ol^ms 
depending  entirely  upon  length  of  servioe,  if 
we  once  depart  &om  tbe  rule  I  have  Itdd  down, 
and  declare  that  mere  casual  servioe  for  short 
periods,  and  at  long  intervals,  shall  entitie  a 
man  to  a  penmon,  you  cannot  stop  short  of 
pensioning  all  who  rendered  any  service  what- 
ever in  the  course  of  the  revolntion.  All  the 
State  troops  will  be  embraced  within  this  prin- 
ciple ;  and  this  bill,  accordingly,  proposes  to 
provide  for  them.  The  militia  wUl  come  nert; 
for  what  true-hearted  whig  was  there  in  all 
America  who  did  not  in  the  course  of  the 
seven  years'  war,  render,  f^om  time  to  time, 
services  equal  In  the  whole  to  the  period  <a 
"nine  months!"  I  think  I  may  very  oonfi- 
dentiy  assert,  that  there  was  not,  in  the  Btate 
of  South  Carolina,  one  genuine  patriot  of  "li 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  did  not,  in  the 
ooune  of  the  revolution,  spend  more  than  nine 
months  in  the  camp ;  and  I  shonld  be  glad  to 
be  informed  on  what  prinoiple  they  can  be  ex- 
cluded, if  these  nine  monllui'  men  are  to  be 
embraced!  Bnt  I  shall  be  told  that  the  tnllitia 
will  all  in  due  season  be  provided  for,  a  prop- 
osition to  that  efibct  naving  already  been 
submitted  in  the  other  House.  It  comes,  then, 
to  this,  that  all  are  bo  be  pensioned  who  ren- 
dered military  servioe  of  any  description  dur- 
ing the  war.  Bnt  were  not  services  equally 
vtdnablo  rendered  by  men  In  civil  stations! 
All  these  must  of  course  be  included ;  and  it 
will  finally  oome  to  this,  that  pendons  must  be 
provided  for  every  one  who  lived  at  the  period 
of  the  revolution ;  yon  cannot  stop  short  of 
that,  if  the  prindple  embraced  in  the  bill  la  to 
be  sanotioned.     So  mnoh  for  "the  term  of 

The  next'  provisioo  of  the  bill  relates  to  "  the 
Ufc"  of  the  persons  to  be  pen* 
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as  the  vei7  fbondAtioa  of  the  pensioQ  sjetem, 
waa,  that  the  pensioneTB  Bhonld  be  "  in  traah 
indigent  circmnBtanoee  as  to  stand  in  need  of 
aasiatance  from  their  conntrf  for  sapport"  I 
ahoold  have  nippoMd  that  no  one  could  for  a 
moment  donbt  Uie  poli^,  the  propriet}',  nay, 
the  abflolnte  necemity,  of  this  ra]e.  No  ooan- 
tr;  which  has  ever  passed  through  a  blood; 
revolntion,  oonld  poagibly  nndertake  to  dis- 
tribute rewards  for  every  eervioe.  In  bestow- 
ing military  pensionB,  they  are  constrained  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  merely  proTiding  for 
tho«e  wbo,  beiuK  nnable  to  support  UiemsedTea, 
are  neoeuari^  urown  npon  pablio  or  private 
charity.  UUitsry  pensions  oonstitote  an  hon- 
enable  OTOTidon  for  old  stddiere  of  broken  for- 
tooes.  at&  what  b  the  proposition  now  before 
vbI  ^^7i  Bir,  the  pension  system  is  no  Icmgei 
to  bo  confined  (o  persons  in  rednoed  drcom- 
stanoee.  The  bill  from  the  other  Hoase 
preaaly  declare^  that  every  man  shall 
"  deemed  and  taken  "  to  be  in  indigent  oiroi 
stances,  and  onable  to  support  hunself^  who 
shall  not  be  worth  more  than  one  thoasand 
dollars  dear  of  debt.  Now,  oan  any  thing  be 
more  absurd  than  mch  a  provison  t  A  man 
may  be  in  possesuon  of  an  estate  worth  half  a 
miuion  of  dollars ;  he  may  have  a  clear  income 
from  such  an  estate  (or  from  profosriooal  pnr- 
aoita)  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoosand  doll^  a 
year;  and  yet,  if  his  debts  exceed  the  esti- 
mated valne  of  his  estate,  the  law  declares  he 
shall  be  "deemed  and  tuen  b)  be  nnable  to 
sapport  himself."  Bir,  I  give  all  due  pr^se  to 
the  committee  of  the  Senate  for  their  Jndiaiom 
recommendation  that  this  monstrons  provision 
should  be  stricken  ont ;  bnt  I  mnst  be  permit- 
ted to  add,  that  I  shonld  have  been  better 
pleased  if  they  had  reformed  the  section  alto- 
gether. I  perceive  they  have  retained  the  pro- 
vision which  fixes  one  thousand  dollars  as  an 
arbitrary  standard  to  determine  a  man's  cir- 
onmstanoes  in  life.  Sothing,  it  seems  to  me, 
can  be  conceived  more  nneqnal  or  anjagt  than 
to  measmre  men's  cironmstances  in  life  by  snch 
a  rale.  Of  two  men  possessed  of  the  same 
amount  of  property,  one  may  be  in  easy  oir- 
camstancea,  while  the  other  will  be  poor  in- 
deed. A  man  enjoying  a  green  old  age  on  a 
farm  in  the  western  ooimtry,  with  an  indnatri- 
ons  famOy  around  him,  would  be  as  independ- 
ent as  any  man  alive ;  while  the  inhabitant  of 
one  of  onr  Atlantic  cities,  with  an  equal  amount 
of  property  invested  ia  land  or  in  etook,  would 
not  be  able  to  procore  his  duly  bread.  One 
man  may  l>e  entirely  disabled,  from  age  or  in- 
firmity, from  earning  his  subsisteDce,  or  he 
may  have  a  helpless  fiimily  depending  upon 
him  for  support ;  another  may  be  in  the  ei^oy- 
ment  of  a  large  professional  income,  or  he  may 
be  eurronnded  by  dutiful  children  in  afBnent 
circumstances.  Will  any  one  pretend  that  these 
men  wonld  stand  in  eqnal  need  of  "  assistance 
from  their  country  ftir  support ) "    I  confess  I 
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am  unable  to  discover  a  single  argnneDt  i* 
favor  of  the  arbitrary  rule  laid  down  by  tlie 
committee,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  desirable  Id  in- 
crease the  number  of  penrioners :  that  it  wiS 
produce  that  effect  no  one  can  donbt  Tin 
troth  is.  that,  in  lo<ddng  into  the  cironnutuicu 
of  penmonerij  the  ofBcere  who  have  be^  kim- 
cessively  at  the  head  of  the  War  Itepartaent 
have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  (to  Iteep  tht 
pension  system  within  any  thing  like  re«Boa- 
able  bounds)  to  resort  to  rimd  rules.  Undo 
Hie  administration  of  Ifr.  Calhoun,  but  ona 
person  was  admitted  whose  fortmie  eiceedti 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  gretf 
m^ority  fell  below  two  hnndred  and  Sflj  M 
lars ;  and  yet  the  Treasury  was  nearly  emptied 
by  the  mumtnde  which  ponred  in  under  the  in 
of  1818.  Under  Mr.  Barbonr,  none  were  id- 
mitted  whose  fortune  exceeded  three  hundrtd 
dollars.  General  Porter,  a  short  time  befon 
he  went  ont  of  ofBce,  undertook  to  admit  pa- 
sons  whose  fortune  did  not  exceed  nine  hmt 
dred  and  sixty  dollars.  The  consequence  vn, 
the  addition  of  severid  hnndred  namea  to  the 
pennon  list  within  a  few  months ;  the  appro- 
priations fiuied ;  and  one  of  the  very  first  wtt 
of  General  Jackson's  administration  was  to  le- 
s<dnd  the  order  made  by  General  Porter,  «nd  to 
bring  back  tlte  system  t«  the  old  staiidvd. 

But  sir,  there  are  higher  considerations  eou- 
neoted  with  this  qnesOon  than  any  I  hava  ;et 
urged.  I  oonuder  this  bill  as  a  braneh  of  i 
great  system,  calculated  and  intended  to  creite 
and  perpetuate  a  permanent  charge  npon  the 
Treasnry,  with  a  view  to  delay  the  payment  rf 
the  public  debt,  and  to  postpone,  iiideSniCelj, 
the  (daima  of  the  people  for  a  reduclioii  of 
taxes,  when  the  d^t  shall  be  flusllT  eitie. 
gniahed.  It  is  an  important  link  in  uie  chain 
by  which  the  American  system  party  hope  to 
bind  the  people,  now  and  forever,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  lie  enormons  duties  deemed  neceesaiT 
for  the  protection  of  domestic  manutactow 
It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  that  a  great  crisii  m 
the  afisirs  of  this  country  is  at  hand  Im 
national  debt,  which  now  creates  a  charge  npo" 
the  Treasury  of  twelve  millions  of  dollan  P* 
annmn,  ia  melting  away,  nnder  the  operations 
our  "sinking  ftmd;"  which,  if  not  div»t«i 
fh>m  its  course,  will,  in  leas  than  fear  yeai\ 
totally  extingaish  it.  One-half;  therefbie,  a 
the  whole  amount  of  the  revenue  now  edli* 
ed  through  the  oostoni-hoTisa  will  no  longer  M 
wanted  for  national  purposea ;  and  the  gtf^ 
question  will  be  presented  to  the  Amen* 
people,  whether  they  will  submit  to  he  tii« 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  a  year,  mertij 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  mannfsetoitfi 
to  fill  their  pocket*  at  the  expense  of  aU  ot^ 
clBwes  in  the  community,  or  for  the  slill  mw* 
preposterous  purpose  of  paying  back  the  t^ 
so  collected  to  the  people  from  whom  V'J 
were  taken.  ^ 

The  maunfliotnrers  know  fcU  well  that  ^ 
a  question,  whenever  presented  to  "'.J"^ 
and  good  sense  of  the  pet^le,  can  raeww  ■" 
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one  aaswer.  The  dnties  will  be  rednoed ;  and 
nay  part;  that  B«ts  itself  in  opposition  to  moh 
ft  meaBore,  will  be  swept  awar  by  the  breath 
of  popnlu"  indignation,  like  obtS  before  the 
trino.  Seeing  and  believing  this,  all  those  who 
have  an  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the  re- 
etrictive  sjstem — all  who  derive  a  profit  firom 
the  present  onjiist  and  nneqnal  diatribntion  of 
the  public  revenue,  have  been  for  the  last  two 
years  anzionsly  looking  abont  theni,  and  ore 
oonetantlj  contriving  schemes  for  scattering 
■broad  the  pnblio  fands  with  a  profose  hand. 
ThejT  are  striving,  above  all  things,  to  create 
heavy  permanent  ohai^^  upon  me  tToetnuy, 
as  an  ^mlog;  for  high  duties.  The  point 
aimed  at  ia,  to  oreat«  demands  upon  tlie  T^aas- 
nry,  eqn^  at  least,  to  the  whole  amount  now 
■nnnaliy  absorbed  by  the  pnblio  debt.     Tlie 

ri  effort  will  be^  to  accomplish  this  folly  in 
conrse  of  the  ensnlng  four  years ;  so  tjiat, 
when  the  debt  shall  be  pdd,  the  whole  twenty- 
fonr  millions  of  dollars  now  collected  onder  onr 
present  ni^nst,  unequal,  and  oppressive  impost 
9,  may  still  be  found  necessary  to*  meet  the 
lands  npon  the  Treasnry  created  by  law. 
It  is  impossible,  sir,  it  seems  to  me,  for  any 
man  to  look  aronnd  hico,  and  see  what  is  going 
on  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  without  per- 
oeivin^  that  this  is  a  fixed  and  settled  polioy, 
to  whioh  the  attention  of  the  party  to  which  I 
bave  allnded,  is  constanUy  and  steadily  direct- 
ed. We  witness  the  aatoniahbg  spectacle,  in  a 
free,  popnlar  Government,  of  constant  and  per- 
sevenng  efforts  to  increase  the  pnblic  expendi- 
tures ;  to  spend  money  merely  for  the  sake  of 
having  it  expended;  and  we  find  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people  devising  and  contriving  in- 
namersble  schemes  to  rivert  npon  them  a  sys- 
tem of  taxation,  which,  both  in  its  character 
anC  amonnt.  Is  almost  without  a  parallel  in  his- 
tory. All  the  popnlar  topics  of  tbe  day  are 
eagerly  seized  upon,  and  pressed  into  the  ser- 
yice.  Under  the  pretext  of  promoting  the  in- 
ternal improvement  of  the  conntry.  gigantic 
aohemes  are  broaght  forward,  and  tbe  aid  of 
the  Government  obtiuned  tot  them  to  enormous 
amonnts.  The  eieention  iff  all  tbe  plans  of 
internal  improvement  proposed  even  dnring  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  woold  absorb  the 
whole  amount  now  aunually  applied  to  the 
public  debt.  Bnt  the  advocates  of  this  system 
are  unwilling  to  rely  on  one  class  of  measures 
oalj.  We  have  schemes  for  colonization,  edn- 
cation,  distribution  of  surplns  revenue,  and 
many  others,  all  admirably  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  great  end — the  absorption  of  the  pub- 
lic revenne.  Bnt,  sir,  of  all  Uie  measures  de- 
Tised  for  this  purpose,  this  grand  pension  sys- 
tem, got  up  last  7ear,  and  revived  dnring  the 
present  session,  is  by  far  tbe  most  specious,  the 
most  ingeniously  contrived,  and  the  best  calcu- 
lated for  tbe  aooomplishment  of  the  object. 
Here  gentlemen  are  snpplied  with  a  fine  topic 
fbr  dedamation.  "Gratitude  for  revolution- 
ary servicea  I  "  "  the  clums  of  the  poor  sol- 
diers !  " — thaee  are  the  popular  topics  which  it 
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!  is  imagined  will  carry  away  the  feelings  of  the 
.  people,  and  reconcile  them  to  a  measure  which 
must  unquestionably  establish  a  permanent 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  to  an  enormous 
amount,  and  thereby  furnish  a  plausible  excuse 
for  keeping  up  the  system  of  high  duties. 

To  prove  that  such  is  the  true  character  of 
this  bill,  I  will  ^peal  to  its  liberal  and  most 
extraordinary  provisions ;  its  entire  departure 
itom  all  sound  principles  flf)pUcable  to  prions; 
and,  above  all,  to  the  time  when,  ana  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which,  it  has  been  brought 
forward.  These  are,  to  my  mind,  entirely  oon- 
dusive.  When  I  show  that  the  pensioners  who 
will  he  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  have  no  stronger  claims  to  pensions  than 
all  tbe  citizens  of  the  country  who  rendered 
service  in  the  Bevolution,  the  answer  is  at 
hand.  It  is  intended,  in  due  season,  to  extend 
the  system  to  them  also.  When  I  urge  tbe  ex- 
perience of  the  country  under  the  act  of  1818, 
as  conoluMve,  to  show  the  unjust  operation  of 
the  system,  and  the  enormous  charge  created 
by  it  on  the  public  treasury,  I  am  told  that 
though  that  act  *'  ought  never  to  have  passed," 

?'et  t£is  bill  b  neoeesary  to  carry  out  and  extend 
ts  principles.  But  there  is  one  fact  which 
speaks  volumes  on  this  suMeot.  How  comes  it, 
that  this  spirit  of  gratitude  for  Revolutionary 
services  should  have  slumbered  for  fifty  years! 
How  has  it  huipened  that  it  has  never  been 
discovered  until  now,  that  Uie  men  who  are 
to  be  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  entitied  to  the  bounty  of  their  country  t 
Why  is  it,  that,  without  a  sin^e  petition  prajr- 
ing  for  such  an  addition  to  tbe  pension  Bystwn 
as  this  bill  proposes,  we  should  be  seized  with 
such  a  sudden  and  inveterat«  fit  of  gratitude  to 
tbe  old  soldiers,  that  we  seemed  determined  to 
seize  them  by  force,  and,  taking  no  denial,  to 
insist  on  their  receiving  our  bounty,  whetber 
they  will  or  not  Sir,  the  reason  is  obvious. 
The  period  for  the  final  extinction  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  at  hand.  Colonization  has  not  yet 
been  sanctioned;  internal  improvement  ad- 
vances too  slowly ;  the  distribution  of  the  rev- 
enne meets  but  small  hvor ;  the  eiisteuoe  of  a 
surplus  must,  by  some  means  or  other,  be  pre- 
vented ;  and  tiis  must  be  accomplished  without 
any  reduction  of  duties.  The  Mends  of  the 
system  have  therefore  gone  forth  upon  the  high- 
ways, and  "all  are  bidden  to  the  feast." 

There  is  another  great  object  collateral  to 
this,  and  having,  I  do  verily  believe,  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  this  measure.  Bir,  it  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  this  country  is  divided  into 
two  great  parts,  the  paying  and  the  receiving 
Statee,  or.  as  they  have  been  sometimes 
called,  "  l^e  Plantation  States "  and  "  the 
Tariff  States;"  the  former  paying  by  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  duties  whifii  supply  the 
TreaBury,  and  the  latter  receiving  nearly  the 
whole  amonnt  expended  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  present  q^stem  operates  so  as 
to  lay  the  taxes  chiefly  on  one  [wrtion  of  the 
country,  and  to  expend  them  on  anotlier ;  and 
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vliUe,  therefore^  it  u  the  interaat  of  tho  former 
to  diminUh  the  eiMnditnreaj  and  to  leaaea  the 
taxes,  it  is  mauifutlf  th«  poliof  of  the  latter  to 
increase  both. 

I  do  not  know  that  a  more  striking  iUostra- 
tion  of  the  nneqaal  aotion  of  Oai  GoTernment 
can  be  addooed,  than  is  Ainuahed  bf  the  opera- 
tion of  the  peiudon  ^stetn.  Sir,  no  one  can 
doubt  that  the  aacrinces  and  aervicea,  daring 
th«  BevolatioD,  of  the  Southern  vere  in  no 
respect  inferior  tu  those  of  the  Northern  Btatee. 
In  proportion  to  the  extent  of  her  popnlation, 
South  Carolina  fongbt  as  hard  and  as  long  as 
aaj  State  in  the  IJniDn,_  and  suffered,  perhaps, 
more.  Bnt  wh«n  penaoni  came  to  be  distnb- 
ntad,  how  did  the  account  stand  t  I  have  be- 
fore mo  offioial  Htatementa  ahowinc  the  whole 
nnmber  of  invalid  and  KoTolntionar;  pen- 
sioners of  ever;  State  of  the  Union,  and  also 
the  whole  amonnt  of  money  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  these  penuoners  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Government  to  this  time.  These  state- 
uenta  exhibit  the  following  resnlta : 
Whole  UDonnt  of  appropriationB  for  pensions  under 

act  of  IBIS,    -       .       -       -     |l4,n4,»4  DO 
All  otber  penalonen,  from  the  be- 

giniuagof  the  Oovemmant,    -         6,S61,8flfl  08 


$20,SSG,670  BS 

Hiking  in  all,  upwards  of  twenty  "HH""*  of  dollars. 

The  whole  numbei  of  names  now  on  the  pension 

roll  of  inTilid  pensioners,  is,         -        -        -  8,794 

Bevolutlonary  penrioners,    -        •        •  13,201 


Say,  in  ronnd  nnmbers,  rixteen  thonsand.  Of 
these,  abont  twelve  thonsand  redde  in  the  ten 
States  north  of  Maryland,  and  four  thousand  in 
the  fonrteen  Sonthem  and  Western  States, 
^e  namber  of  pensioners  in  Oonneotiont  ex- 
ceeds those  in  Virginia— and  Rhode  Island 
nearly  equals  Bonth  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Assuming  these  data  as  the  bams  of  onr  oalonla- 
tjons,  it  wonid  appear  that,  of  the  twenty  mil- 
lions paid  to  pensionen,  abont  fifteen  mUIiona 
have  gone  North,  and  only  five  milliona  have 
been  exp«ided  in  the  Bonth  and  West,  and  that 
three  milliona  oot  of  every  four  hereafter  to  be 
applied  to  pennons,  will  be  expended  north  of 
ue  Potomac  Sir,  althoagh  we  know  that  the 
Bevolntionary  eervicee  of  the  North  did  not 
BQipasa  those  of  the  BonlJi,  we  never  com- 
plained of  this  inequality  in  the  ezpenditnro, 
Bo  long  as  the  pension  system  was  confined  to 
ttie  proper  objects  of  national  bounty.  Bat 
when  it  degenerates  into  a  mere  scheme  for  the 
distribatjon  of  the  public  money,  we  have  a 
light  to  complain  of  the  gross  inequality  of  the 
system.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is  the  object  of 
uiis  bill  to  make  a  distribntion  of  the  pnblic 
revenue  among  the  people  cm  m^nst  and  un- 
equal prindples,  bnt  I  will  say  uiat  this  will 
nnaneationably  be  its  effect 

I  knoVj  sir,  that  these  are  unpleasant  t(q)ios 
of  disoosnon ;  bnt  the  troth  mnst  be  told ;  and, 
vbelher  oooeptable  or  not,  it  is  my  duty,  stond- 


tion  of  the  oonntr^  opftfeased  and  M 
oneqnaloraitribationauidaneqoalexpaKunina 
to  expose  the  trne  charaot«r  of  the  sTsUm,  sad 
to  strive  agdnst  it  to  the  nttermost.  Bt,  1 
woold,  if  I  could,  rouse  the  whole  eosntfy  to  t 
due  sense  of  its  enormity.  I  would  uivok«  gn- 
tlemen  to  put  down  that  gross  inequahty  in  llu 
benefits  and  burthens  of  this  Qovenmud, 
which,  if  not  corrected,  will,  in  the  end,  impdi 
the  attachment  of  the  people  in  the  Uniui  it- 
self. I  allnde  to  this  subject  now,  notforllw 
purpose  of  ipre^ing  discontent,  but  to  atrib 
at  the  root  of  evlL  by  pointing  out  its  enmiiu^, 
and  calling  upon  nonorable  gentlemeii,  utluf 
love  their  country,  to  wply  Uic  remedy. 

If  the  revennea  of  the  United  Stales  wmot 
leoted  by  direct  taxation,  or  even  by  saoi- 
meat  up<»  the  States,  we  should  hare  bom 
security  against  extravagant  expenditnres.  If 
every  portion  of  the  country  oonlnbnted  iti 
eqnsi  snare  to  the  naUonal  Treasury,  «s  thoild 
not  hear  of  so  many  propositions  to  squtii^ 
millions  Upon  local  otgects ;  we  should  not  Cud 
gentlemen  disposed  to  vote  away  the  moaej  of 
their  constituents  with  as  much  icdifTerence  H 
if  it  could  be  created  by  a  mere  act  of  v<ditiin, 
and  was  ootthe  fruit  of  the  labor  of  their  liscdti 
It  is  the  fact  (well  known  and  nnderstcod,  *t 
least  in  one  quarter  of  the  conntry)  thit  tlie 
Southern  States  pay  by  far  the  greater  partial 
of  the  taxes,  while  thev  receive  hardly  any  put 
of  the  e^iendituree,  which  leads  to  tiist  IsTith 
distribution  of  the  public  treasure,  which,  vi 
are  told,  baa  now  become  "the  esUbliehed 
policy  of  this  oosntry."  The  parents  <^  tbe 
American  System  are  nncqoal  taxation  sud  un- 
equal appropriations ;  to  them  it  owes  its  beiaii 
and  without  their  sostaining  infinenoe  it  would 
be  destined,  after  dragging  out  a  brief  siidp«- 
carions  existence,  to  "  pensh  miserably." 

I  am  sensible  that  this  is  not  the  appHnriil* 
oocanon  to  enter  at  large  into  this  deeplj  in- 
teresting question.  I  must  reserve  that  titf 
for  another  and  more  suitable  opportoniO-  1 
must  be  permitted,  however,  to  say,  tbtt  1  b^ 
lieve  it  to  be  susceptible  of  the  clearest  pnw, 
that  the  plantation  or  anti-tarifF  States,  oaim 
ing,  in  ronnd  numbers,  four  millionB  erf  inli**'" 
tanl^  (only  one-third  of  the  whole  popnlstiM 
of  the  United  StatesJ  contribute;  diieotlf « 
indirectly,  about  two-thirds  of  the  reTenW, 
while  the  tarl£F  States  (contuning  eight  miUioU 
of  inhabitants)  pay  about  one-thiid  of  the  tuft 
Sir,  this  opinion  is  founded  chiefly  npw  »* 
fact,  that  the  Boothem  States  famish  two-thai 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  dtfmestio  erawts  b 
the  United  States,  thereby  fumiahiog  theirti- 
oles  of  exchange  for  two-thirds  of  all  tie  impu- 
tations from  foreign  countriea.  Nearly  U> 
whole  revenue  of  the  country,  equal,  in  roojtt 
numbers,  to  twenty-foor  millions  of  dollsnjw 
annum,  is  levied  in  duties  on  these  toKup 
goods.  How,  if  we  oonaume  the  goods  » 
oeived  in  exohonge  for  our  cotton,  lio^  W"  w- 
bacco,  no  one  would  deny  that  we  mnrtpff 
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two-thirda  of  the  tasee ;  and  If  we  do  not  oon- 
■ome  them,  then,  I  wonld  ask,  hoT  doei  it  hap- 
pen that  onr  Northern  brethren  are  enabled  to 
conaaroe  the  trvita  of  our  labor  and  capital  I 
Tno-thirds  of  these  foreign  goods  of  right  be- 
long to  ns;  and  if  we  get,  as  ia  alleged,  bnt 
one-third,  and  oar  Ifomiem  brethren  obtun 
the  remainder,  enrely  we  must  be  entitled  to 
Bome  remoneration,  "  Well,  (say  gentlemen,) 
we  pay  yon  for  these  goods  in  Nortfiem  mann- 
fkotnres."  Trae,  sir ;  and  it  is  the  very  bur- 
then of  onr  oompWnts,  that  we  are  compelled 
to  receive,  in  retom  for  onr  cotton,  rioe,  and 
tobacco,  shipped  to  Enrope,  either  foreign  goods, 
bnrthoned  wit^  dnties  of  Arom  forty  to  a  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  or  domeetio  mannfaotnres  pro- 
tectea  by  these  dnties,  and  charged  with  a  price 
■nfflcient  to  indemnify  the  Northern  mannfiHi- 
torers  for  all  tbe  duties  paid  on  the  articles  of 
their  consumption.  However  true,  therefore, 
it  may  he  in  ^neral,  that  "  the  oonsnmer  pays 
the  duty,"  it  la  only  tme  when  a  man  is  oon- 
aidered  umply  in  tua  character  as  a  consnmBr; 
bnt  when  he  acta  in  the  double  capacity  of  con- 
anmer  and  maonfactorerj  nnder  a  system  of 
laws  which,  at  the  same  tmie  that  it  taxes  him 
on  his  coojnmpljon,  enables  him  to  re-charge 
the  amount  of  Uie  tax  in  the  price  of  bis  mann- 
&ctarea,  (wbioh  his  ooatomera  are  compelled  to 
buy  at  the  enhanced  cost,)  it  is  obvious  that  be 
may  reheve  himself  entirely  from  the  tax,  by 
throwing  it  upon  othera.  If,  under  a  law  whicb 
taxes  a  man  one  dollar,  he  receives  two,  it 
is  clear  that,  instead  of  being  bnrthened  with  a 
tax,  he  wonld  receive  a  bounty.  Under  the 
nctnal  operation  of  the  American  Bjstem,  I  do 
not  think  there  wonld  be  any  materiu  difference 
between  a  tax  upon  exports  or  upon  imports. 
I  believe  they  wonld  both  fall  substantiaUy 
upon  the  producers  of  the  articles  exported, 
these  being  the  only  medimn  of  exchange  for 
onr  imports.  That  the  tariff  States,  as  snch, 
tinder  the  operation  of  the  tariff  laws,  are  folly 
indemnifled  for  the  dnties  pud  by  them  on 
foreign  goods,  is  oonclosively  proved  by  the  fact 
that  they  zealonsly  support  the  "American  Sys- 
tem," and  are  perpetnaUy  crying  out  for  more 
taxes.  Bnt  how  are  the  Northern  States  to 
relieve  thenieelvee  from  the  operation  of  this 
ayrtem  I  There  are  no  persons  to  whom  they 
can  transfer  the  amount  of  duties  imposed  upon 
them.  They  have  no  protection  in  foreign  mar- 
kets for  their  cotton,  and  are  oompelled  to  re- 
ceive either  the  taxed  or  the  protected  article 
ftt  the  enhanced  price  seoored  to  them  by  the 
tariff  laws.  The  system,  therefore,  operates 
exolntively  to  the  diMdvantage  of  the  exporting 
States,  while  the  tnannfooturing  States  are  in- 
demnified for  their  burthens,  by  reaping  all  the 
benefits  of  the  system. 

UosDAi,  May  8. 

Judfft  P«ei. 

A  tneasage  having  been  received  fVom  the 

House  of  Bepreaentatives  notifying  that  they 
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'  bad  app<Hnted  Ur.  Bdohaiuh,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  StOBM,  of  New  York,  Mr.  MoDnwiK,  of 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Spzhoib,  of  New  York, 
and  Hr.  WtoKurFS,  of  Eentuoky,  managera  to 
conduct  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peck, 
Judge  of  the  District  Oourt  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Kissouri, 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Tazbwell,  it  was 

Jietolned,  That,  at  twelve  o'clock  tc-morrov,  the 
Senate  will  resolve  itself  into  b  Court  of  Iiupeaob- 
ment,  at  whjch  time  the  foDowiDg  oath  or  afflrmi- 
tion  shall  be  administered  by  the  Becretsry  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  by  >iim  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  vU : 

"  I  solemnlj  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  ma;r  be) 
that,  in  all  thlnn  apperbdning  to  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  James  E.  Peek,  Jndge  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Distriot 
of  lllssouri,  I  will  do  impartial  jostice,  according  to 
Uw." 

Which  Oourt  of  Impeachment  being  thus 
formed,  will,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  receive  the 
managers  appointed  by  the  Honse  of  Represent- 
ativea,  to  exhibit  articles  of  imneaohment,  io 
the  name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  sg^net  James  H.  Peck,  Judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Miasouri,  pnrsnant  to  notice 
raven  to  the  Senate  this  day  by  the  Honse  of 
Bepreeentatives,  that  they  had  appointed  man- 
agers for  the  pnrposoa  aforeaud;  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  lay  this  resolotion  be- 
fore the  House  of  Representatives : 

/Inolttd,  That  after  the  Hanagera  of  the  Im- 
peaohment  shall  be  introduced  to  the  bar  of  the 
Senate,  and  shall  have  rignified  that  they  are  ready 
to  exhibit  articles  of  impeachment  against  James 
H.  Peck,  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  direct 
the  Sereeant-at-Arms  to  malce  proclamation,  vho 
shall,  si^r  making  procUnutJon,  repeat  the  follow- 
ing words:  "Ail  persona  are  conmuutded  to  keep 
ulence,  on  poiD  of  imprisonment,  while  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation  is  exhibiting  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  articles  of  impeachment  against 
Jamw  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  IKstrict  of  tUaaouri."  After 
which,  the  articles  shall  ba  exhibited,  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  shall  inform  the  managers 
that  the  Senate  will  take  proper  order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  impeachment,  of  which  dae  notice  shall 
l>e  given  to  the  Bouse  of  Bapresentatives. 
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The  ZmpetuimeiU. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Tazewbix,  the  Senate  re- 
solved itself  into  a  High  Oourt  of  Impeachment, 
for  the  trial  of  James  H.  Peck,  District  Judge 
of  Miasonri ;  and  the  oath  prescribed  havini 
been  administered  to  the  Vice  President,  ana 
by  him  to  the  forty-five  Senators  following, 

Hesen.  Adams,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb, 
Brown,  Burnet,  Chase,  Chiytoo,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Blhs,  Foot,  Forvyth,  Fi^nghuysen,  Orandy,  Eajne, 


Bendrieki,  Holmes,  Iredell,  Jobotton,  Kuie,  King, 

Elught,  IJ>iDg«to(i,  UoEiiJej,  HcLskd,  Harlu, 
Naadain,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Rowan,  RuEgles,  Buifard, 
Be^our,  Silsbee,  Sm[th,  of  S.  C,  Prague,  Taze- 
well, Troup,  Tjier,  Webster,  While,  Willej,  Wood- 

Tbe  managera  appointed  bj  the  House  of 

SepreeeDtativeB  tben  iqipeared  at  the  bar  of  tbe 

Benate ;  and,  baving  beui  conducted  and  seated 

within  the  bar,  and  the  usnal  proclamatioa  to 

keep  silence  having  been  made  by  the  Ber- 

geant-at- Arms,  Ur.  Buobakak,  of  Pennsylvania, 

theb  chairman,  rose,  and  read  the  following 

article  of  immachment,  which  had  been  agreed 

to  by  the  EoDse  of  Bepresentatives,  ^unst 

James  H.  Peck,  District  Jadge  of  the  United 

States  for  the  IMetrict  of  lOsaonri : 

Aniele  exhibited  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 

of  Uie  United  States,  In  the  nune  of  themMlTes, 

and  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  agunsc 

James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 

the  Uniled  States  far  the  District  of  Uissoari,  xo 

maintenance  and  support  of  thur  impeadunent 

against  him  for  high  misdemeanors  in  office. 

Tbit  the  sajd  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Hlsiouri,  st  s  term  of  the  said  court,  balden  at  St. 
Louis,  in  tbe  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
day In  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-GTe,  did,  under  and  bj  virtue  of  the  power 
and  authority  vested  in  the  laid  court,  by  the  act 
of  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  entitled  "An 
act  eoabliog  the  claimants  of  lands  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  vulldlty  of 
their  claims,"  approved  an  the  twenty-eiitb  day  of 
Hay,  one  thousuid  eight  hundred  and  twentj-four, 
render  a  fiul  decree  of  tbe  said  court  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  and  against  the  validity  of  tbe 
claim  of  tbe  petitioners,  in  a  certain  matter  or  cause 
depending  in  the  said  court,  under  tbe  said  act,  and 
before  that  time  prosecnted  in  tbe  stud  coort,  be- 
fore the  said  Judge,  by  Julie  Soulard,  widow  of 
Antoine  Soulard,  and  James  G.  Soulard,  Henry  G. 
Sonlard,  Eliza  Soulard,  and  BeqJamiD  A  Soulard, 
children  and  heirs  at  law  of  tbe  said  Antoine  Soul- 
ard, petitioners  agunst  tbe  United  States,  praying 
for  tbe  couflrmation  of  their  claim,  under  the  sud 
act,  to  certain  lands  situated  in  the  sud  State  of 
llissouri ;  and  the  said  court  did,  thereafler,  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  In  the  sud  year,  adjourn 
to  dt  af  ain  on  the  third  Monday  In  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hondred  and  twenCy-sIi. 

And  the  wid  petitioners  did,  and  at  tbe  Decem- 
ber term  of  tbe  s^d  court,  holden  by  and  before 
the  SBJd  James  H.  Feck,  Jadge  as  aforesaid,  in  duo 
form  of  law,  under  the  said  act,  appeal  against  the 
United  States  from  the  judgment  and  decree  so 
made  and  entered  in  the  said  matter,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States ;  of  which  appeal, 
so  made  and  taken  in  the  said  District  Court,  the 
said  James  H,  Peck,  Judge  of  the  said  court,  had 
then  and  there  fall  notice.  And  the  sdd  James  H. 
Peck,  after  tbe  said  matter  or  cause  had  so  been 
duly  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  or  about  the  thirdetb  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tirenty-di,  did 
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canae  to  be  published,  in  a  certain  pobUe  nsvmt- 
per,  printed  at  tbe  city  of  St.  Louis,  called  "n% 
lUwoari  Repnbtican,"  a  oertain  commaDicUioii, 
prepared  by  the  ssid  James  H.  Peck,  parpaKin|  to 
be  the  o|nnion  of  the  said  James  H.  Peck,  ai  itigt 
of  the  said  court,  in  the  matter  or  canae  aforcsu^ 
and  puiporting  to  set  fortii  tbe  raaaona  of  tbt  >id 
JameaH.  Pec^aanch  Judge,  f)>r  the  said  deciee; 
and  that  Luke  Edward  Lawlew,  a  dtinn  of  Ito 
United  States,  and  an  attorney  and  oounsetloi  it 
law  in  the  said  IMstrict  Court,  and  who  had  beej  cf 
counsel  for  the  petitioners  in  the  said  court,  la  Ibe 
matter  aforesaid,  did,  thereafter,  and  oa  or  ibcat 
the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  on- 
dred  and  twenty-six,  cause  to  be  publiahed  in  ■ 
certain  other  newspaper,  printed  at  the  citj  at  Et 
Louis,  called  "  The  Missouri  Advocate  and  St 
Louis  Enquirer,"  a  certain  article  signed  "  A  CSli- 
len,"  and  purporting  to  contain  an  eiposUonof 
certain  errors  of  doctrine  and  &ct  allied  to  ba 
contuned  in  tbe  o[dnioii  of  the  said  James  H.  Fed, 
as  before  that  time  so  published,  which  pabliciliaa 
by  the  sud  Luke  Edward  Lawlen  was  to  tbe  elM 
following,  via. : 

"  7b  thi  SdiUH- : 

"  Sia : — I  have  read,  with  tbe  attenliui  wliick 
the  subject  deserves,  the  otHnion  of  Judge  Feck  os 
the  cUJm  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Anlaine  Sod- 
ard,  published  in  the  RepubBcan  of  the  thirtidi 
ultimo.  I  observe  that,  although  tbr  Jodge  ii 
thought  proper  to  decide  against  tbe  tUim,  b« 
leaves  the  grounds  of  his  decree  open  fbr  furtlKr 
discusuon. 

"Availing  myself,  therefore,  of  tliia  perminOD, 
and  ooneideiiDg  tbe  opinion  so  puhhahed  to  be  a 
Mr  subject  of  examination  to  every  dtiien'bo 
feels  himself  interested  in,  or  aggneved  by,  i>> 
operation,  I  beg  leave  to  point  the  attentioQ  of  llie 
public  to  some  of  the  principal  errors  which  I  tbiul 
I  hare  discovered  in  It.  In  doing  ao,  I  ahiU  c«> 
Gne  myself  to  little  more  than  an  enumetatioa  of 
those  errors,  without  entering  into  any  dcmou^'^ 
tion  or  developed  reasoning  on  the  subject  Tui 
would  require  more  space  than  a  newspaper  anil's 
and,  be^des,  is  not,  as  regards  most  of  tbepmsl^ 
absolutely  necessary. 

"Judge  Peck,  in  this  opinion  ' " 

have  erred  in  tbe  following  ar 
5u:t  as  of  doctrine : 

Tbat,  by  tbe  ordinance  of  1764,  a 
'  "  'ted  from  making  a  grant  i. 
»  rendered  or  to  be  render*! 

"  Sd.  I'hat  a  snb-del^ate  in  Louisiana  waa  wA* 
sub-delegate,  aa  contemplated  by  the  nld  o'v 

"8d.  That  OTlciHy's  regulations,  made  i«_r* 
ruarj,  1770,  Can  be  conridered  as  demonalnti'*  * 
the  extent  of  the  granting  power  of  either  tbe  E^ 
eruor  general  or  the  sub-d^gates,  under  tbe  reju 
order  of  August,  1790.  , 

"  4lh.  That  the  royal  order  of  August,  IWO.  l" 
recited  or  referred  to  in  the  preamble  to  the  re«- 
iatione  of  Morales,  of  July,  I7B9,)reUtedeiclM"'J 
to  tbe  governor  general.  ^. 

"  fith.  Tbat  the  word  'mercedea,'  in  the  «*" 
nance  of  1764,  which,  in  the  Spanish  lasgn^^ 
means  'gifts,'  can  be  miriowed,  by  anf  Ibsg  « 
that  ordmance,  or  in  any  other  law,  »  the  !«•  m 
a  grant  to  an  Indian,  or  a  reward  to  aa  Mort^ 
and  much  less  to  a  mera  sale  for  uoaty. 
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"  tih.  Thit  O'Beil;'!  regnlktioiu  irere  in  thalr 
tomtf  appUcabls,  or  ever  nere  in  fut  applied  to,  or 
pobuiibed  in,  Dpper  Louisiana. 

"Itfa.  That  tbe  refpnlaUoiis  of  O'Rrily  hars  an; 
bearing  on  the  grant  to  Jkntoina  Soulard,  or  that 
inch  a  grant  waa  oontBrnplated  bj  thnn. 

"  Stb.  TbM  the  limitation  to  a  M|it»i«  leagne, 
at  RTanti  t«  ne«  eattlara  in  OpelouiM,  Atlakapaa, 


"  Sth.  That  the  rogulatiou  of  the  gOTcnor  nn- 
•ral,  Gayoso,  dated  9th  September,  1T97,  entitled 
•Inatmctloni  to  be  obwrred  for  the  admlaaiott  of 
Mir  settlers,'  prohibit,  in  future,  a  grant  for  iec~ 
fioee^  or  baTe  the  effect  of  annulUlig  tbat  to  An- 
tolne  Soulard,  which  waa  made  In  1706,  and  not 
looated  or  loirejed  until  February,  1B04. 

"  IDth.  Tbat  tbe  complete  tKtea  made  by  Gayoto 
BIB  not  to  be  raferred  to  aa  affording  the  conatnic- 
tion  made  by  Qayoeo  himself,  of  us  own  regnla- 
Hoiia. 

"lltb.  That,  although  the  tegnlatlons  of  Moialea 
were  not  promulgated  as  law  in  Upper  LouUana, 
the  gnntae  in  the  principal  oase  was  bound  by 
them,  ioatmnch  as  he  had  notice,  or  must  be  pre- 
sumed, '  from  the  offldal  statloa  which  be  held,'  to 
hare  had  noUce,  of  their  terms. 

"12th.  That  the  regolatioDs  of  ¥oraIes 'exclude 
■n  belief  tbat  aDf  law  existed  nnder  which  a  con- 
Srmadon  of  the  title  in  qaestion  could  have  been 
claimed.' 

"  IStb.  That  the  complete  titlei  (produced  to  the 
•oinrt)  made  by  the  gorernor  general  or  the  tntendant 
genend,  though  baaed  on  incomplete  titles,  ~''  — 


of  the  lieutenant  gOTcmor,  from  whom  these  In- 
complete titles  emanated,  and  must  be  conudered 
as  aaomalooB  exercises  of  power  Id  favor  of  indi- 
ridual  grantees. 

"  14&.  That  the  language  of  Morales  Umself^  In 
the  complete  titles  Uaued  by  him,  on  coDcesslons 
made  by  the  Ueutenaot  goremor  of  Upper  Louisi- 
•sa,  anterior  to  the  date  of  his  regulations,  ought 
not  to  t>e  referred  to  as  furnishing  the  constmcuon 
which  he,  Horalea,  pnt  on  his  own  regulations. 

"  leth.  That  tbe  qniform  practice  of  the  nb- 
dshgatea,  or  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Louim- 
au,  front  the  first  estaUlshment  of  that  province 
to  the  10th  March,  1804,  U  to  be  disregarded  u 
proof  of  law,  nsage,  or  cnstom,  therein. 

"Kth.  That  the  historical  £>ct,  that  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  title*  to  lands  in  Upper  Louisiana 
were  not  only  Incomplete,  but  not  coofbrmable  to 
the  regulations  of  CVB^y,  Qayoso,  or  Morales,  at 
tbe  dale  of  the  ceinon  to  the  United  Sutea,  affords 
no  inference  InlaTorof  the  generallegalitj  of  those 
title*. 

"  ITth.  That  the  fact,  that  Incomplete  conces- 


ernment  and  population  of  Louiriana  as  property, 
Mlable,  transfenble,  and  the  sobject  of  inherit- 
ance and  distiibntion  oi  ititittato,  famiabti  no  in- 
ference in  favor  of  those  Utles,  or  to  their  claim  to 
ths  protection  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  or  of  the  law 
of  nations. 

"ISih.  That  the  laws  of  Congress  heretofore 
psaud  in  favor  of  incomplete  titles,  fncnish  no  ar- 
Cwnent  or  prolsoting  principle  in  favor  of  those 
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titles  of  a  precisely  rimilar  chancter,  wUoh  remahi 

unconflmed. 

"  In  adiUtion  to  the  above,  a  number  of  other 
errors,  consequential  on  those  Indicated,  might  be 
stated.  The  Judge's  doctrine  as  to  the  fo^ilure 
which  he  eontends  is  inflicted  b^  Marales's  regula- 
tions, seems  to  me  to  be  peculiarly  pregnant  with 
grievous  consequences.  I  shall,  however,  not  tiro 
the  reader  with  any  further  enumeration,  and  shall 
detain  him  only  to  observe,  by  way  of  conclusion, 
that  the  Judge  B  recoUection  of  the  argument  of  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioner,  as  delivered  at  the  bar, 
differs  materially  fiom  what  1  can  remember,  who 
also  beard  It.  In  Justice  to  the  ooonsel,  I  beg  to 
observe,  thst  all  that  I  have  now  submitted  to  the 
public,  has  been  suggested  by  that  argument  as 
spoken,  and  by  the  i^ted  report  of  it,  which  is 
even  now  before  me.  A  CiriZEN." 

And  the  said  James  H.  Feck,  Jndge  as  afores^d, 
unmindhii  of  tiio  solemn  duties  of  his  station,  and 
that  he  held  the  same,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  during  good  behavior  only,  with  in- 
tention WTongfollj  and  nqjustly  to  oppress,  im- 
prison, and  otherwise  injure  the  said  Li^  Edward 
Lawless,  under  color  of  law,  did,  thereafter,  at  a 
term  of  the  said  District  Court  of  the  United  Sutos 
for  the  District  of  Hlasouri,  begun  and  held  at  the 
city  of  St.  Lonis,  in  tbe  Sute  of  Missouri,  on  the 
third  Monday  In  April,  <me  thonsand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty^x,  arUtrarilj,  oppresmvely,  and  un- 
jnstiy,  and  nndiw  tbe  fhnher  color  and  preC«nce 
that  die  said  Luke  Edward  Lawless  was  answerable 
to  the  said  court  for  the  said  pubUcatlon  ligaed 
"  A  (Stlzeo,"  as  for  a  contempt  thereof,  institute. 
In  the  said  court,  before  him,  the  said  James  H. 
Peck,  Judge  as  aforesaid,  cert^n  [ooceedingi 
against  the  said  Luke  Edward  Lawless,  In  a  sum- 
man  way,  by  attachment  Issued  for  that  purpose 
by  tbe  order  of  the  laid  James  H.  reek,  as  such  Judge, 
agvnst  the  peraon  of  the  said  Luke  Edward  Law- 
less, toDchIng  the  said  pretended  oontempL  under 
and  by  virtue  of  which  said  attachment  the  said 
Edward  Lawless  was,  on  the  twenly-flrst  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  d^t  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,  arrested,  tanprisoned,  alid  brought  Into  the  said 
court,  before  the  said  Judge,  in  the  custody  of  tbe 
V^pfjml  of  the  said  State ;  and  the  said  James  H. 
Feck,  Judge  as  aforesud,  did,  afterwards,  on  the 
same  day,  under  tiie  color  and  pretences  aforesaid, 
and  with  tbe  Intent  aforesaid,  in  the  said  court, 
then  and  there,  uDJuBtlj,  oppressively,  and  arbl- 


.    prison  for  the  period  of  twentj-fcur 

hours,  and  that  he  should  be  suspended  from  ptactie- 
ing  as  an  attorney  or  counsellor  at  law  in  the  s^d 
District  Court  for  the  period  of  dghtaen  oslsndai 
months  from  that  day,  and  did  then  and  there 
further  caoss  the  said  oqjnst  and  oppresnve  sen- 
tence  to  be  eartled  Into  execution ;  and  tha  said 
Luke  Kdward  Lawlev  was,  under  color  of  the  said 
■eotence,  and  by  the  order  of  the  said  James  H. 
Pe^  Jndge  as  aforessid,  thereupon  suspended 
from  praotung  as  such  attorney  or  counsellor  in 
the  nid  eoort  for  the  period  aforesaid,  and  imme- 
diately committed  to  the  common  prison  in  the 
said  dty  of  St.  Louis,  to  the  great  disparaEement 
of  pnbuc  joitlce,  the  abuse  of  Judicial  authority, 
and  to  the  subverdon  of  the  Ubertiss  of  the  people 
of  the  UiUlod  BlMei. 
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And  tbe  Hoom  of  BaprMenUtiTH,  bj  proteitk- 
tioa,  uvitig  to  themseWea  the  lib«rtj  of  exhibiting, 
M  an;  time  hereafter,  anf  further  articlM,  or 
other  accoM^ODi  or  tmpeachmeDt,  against  the  «aid 
Jamei  H,  Feok,  and  aleo  of  nplTing  to  hi«  anawert 
ubioh  ba  shall  malce  onto  the  article  hef^  pi«- 
feired  againit  him,  and  of  offering  proof  to  tlio 


shall  be  eiliibited  b j  them  aa  the  oaM  alull  reqoire, 
do  demand  Lb^l  th«  aaid  Jamea  H.  Pe«k  mtj  b«  pat 
to  utfirer  the  misdeineBiiora  henin  efaa<ced*gainat 
bitti,  and  that  such  proceedings,  eiaminatlDUs,  trials, 
and  Judgments,  maj  be  thereupon  had  and  ^tcd, 
M  ma;  be  agreeable  to  law  and  Justice. 

The  YtoK  Phmidbtt  informed  the  muiagera 
that  the  Senate  would  take  proper  order  there- 
on, of  vbich  the  Honse  of  Representativeg 
shonld  have  doe  notice ;  and  thej  then  with- 

On  motion  by  Ur.  TuiwBU^  it  was 

R^Uved,  That  the  Becrelarj  be  dlrsded  to  issue 
a  summons,  in  the  usual  form,  to  Jamei  H.  Feck, 
Judge  of  tbe  District  Court  of  the  United  Stales  fbr 
tbe  District  of  MiMOuri,  to  answer  a  certain  arUcle 
of  imp«achmGDt  cibibited  against  Um  by  the  House 
□f  Kepresentaiives  on  this  dij;  that  the  said  sum- 
mons be  returnable  here  on  Tuesdar  next  the 
eicTenth  instaut,  and  be  served  bj  the  Sergeant-at- 
Anns,  or  some  peraon  to  be  depnted  bj  him,  at 
least  three  dajs  before  the  retnro  da;r  thereof;  and 
that  the  Secretar;  communicate  this  resolution  to 
the  House  of  RepresentadTea. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  TAzawKU. 

The  oonrt  then  adjanmed  to  Tnaadaj  next  at 
IS  o'dock. 

Fbid^t,  May  7, 
QffUtn,  <Ee^  qf  Hit  Bewlution —  Virgima  Line. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  offlaer«  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Vir^ift  State  tine  in  the  war  of 
the  RsTolntion  was  taken  up ;  when 

Mr.  Ttleb  said,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dnt; 
briefly  to  explain  U)  the  Senate  the  grounds  on 
which  he  rc6t«d  his  mpport  to  this  bill.  He 
wonld  premise  this  eipUnstion  by  stating  that 
Virginia  asked  nothing  of  tbe  liberality  or  the 
bounty  of  this  Government,  He  shoiud  make 
DO  appeal  to  its  gratitude  in  fbvor  of  those 
whose  descendants  were  int«reated  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  measnre  now  before  the  Senate.  If 
Uiey  had  no  claim  either  in  Justioe  or  eqnitj ; 
it  in  plainer  wordsj  they  were  not  entiued  to 
obtain,  provided  tiiia  GoTemment  was  snable, 
a  decree  or  judgment  in  a  court  of  law  or 
equity,  for  that  which  is  now  demanded  for 
them,  he  desired  that  the  bill  might  be  rejected. 
The  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  one  of 
whose  representatiTea  he  was  on  that  floor,  had 
adopted  certain  resolves  npou  this  subject,  not 
in  the  character  of  a  sopplioant  fbr  Congres- 
eional  bounty,  but  from  a  desire  to  fulfil  her 
engagements  solemnly  entered  into  with  men 
who  had  evinced  their  fidelity  to  her  and  the 
eanae  of  Amerioaii  independence,  by  long  and 


faithful  serrke.  That  State  woold  aoom  lo  to 
a  suppliant  to  a  Qovemment  which  huno 
power  to  bestow  charity,  or  to  exercise  a  tifoA 
of  munificence.  He  had  prenuaed  thnineli, 
not  only  in  jnetioe  to  his  Btat«,  bnt  to  hiiuelt. 
He  Uien  entered  into  an  enwdtica  of  tin 
pounds  on  which  the  billreete£  TheStataof 
Virginia,  by  eundry  legislative  reeolvea,  eam- 
menoing  at  an  earl;  period  of  the  Revolntioniiy 
war,  had  held  out  indncementfl  to  her  aJama 


at  land  bounties  to  her  officers  and  soldiery  u 
well  npon  the  8tat«  aa  continental  eBtablub- 
menu  She  was  then  the  mistress  of  an  eitoi- 
sive  region ;  and  if  she  had  oontinned  to  retain 
her  sovereimty  over  it,  no  mnrmnr  of  com- 
plaint would  ever  have  been  nttered  igiiHt 
ner  by  those  who  fonsht  not  her  battles  oDly, 
bnt  those  of  the  oonfederacy.  Stie  drew  no  lU- 
crimination  between  her  State  and  ooDtaneital 
troops.  None  in  truth  existed.  The  oolf 
difference  between  them  was,  a  mere  diiFemM 
as  (o  the  Government  by  whom  they  wera  to 
be  paid.  The  service  of  the  State  troops  irv 
as  trying  and  as  perilous  as  that  of  thecra- 
Idnentals.  The  same  fields  were  embrued  vitti 
their  blood ;  and  when  victory  perched  on  ibt 
banner  of  the  one,  it  alighted  also  on  thcM  of 
the  other.  In  fulfilment  of  her  plighted  Euik,  i 
resolution  was  adopted  by  her  legiBlaturs,  «i 
tbe  19th  of  December,  ITTB,  ^iproprUtiug  lU 
the  lands  lying  between  Green  River,  tb* 
Onmberland  mountain,  the  North  Oarolini  Ilm, 
the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  Rivers,  exdnsitely  te 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  dums  to  milita^ 
bounty;  and,  in  1781^headdedthelandsl^ 
south  of  Tennessee  Biver,  and  between  tbs 
Ohio  and  North  Carolina  line  and  the  Ifinit- 
uppi.  He  recited  these  facts  to  show  diatin^ 
to  the  Senate  that  she  had  ever  considered  lb* 
dums  of  both  her  lines  as  inseparable  tai  nn- 
distinguisbable — a  fact  which  it  was  neoeasirj  to 
bear  faithfiUly  in  nund. 

In  1761  she  adopted  the  policy  of  cediogto 
tlie  United  Stat«s  her  extensive  territory  nortb- 
weat  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  had  been  «»• 

aaered  exclonrely  by  her  own  arms;  iad,t* 
le  second  day  of  January,  pasted  a  resdntioB 
anthorinng  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  uuU 
the  cession  on  certain  conditionB.  Here  Qb.  l> 
said)  the  difficulty  u>pertainiug  to  this  eut^ 
bad  commenoed — a  difficulty  which  bad  hent^ 
fore  prevented  her  fh»m  doing  fiill  and  an^ 
justice  to  her  gallant  sons.  By  the  r««olaU(a 
aathoriring  the  oesNon,  (lie  would  call  it  w 
power  of  attorney  under  which  her  sgM'ti 
acted,)  her  reservation  of  lands  appertun^  •• 
well  to  the  benefit  of  her  State  as  coDtioentti 
troops.  This  was  the  only  anthority  n" 
which  she  ever  iuTestad  any  one,  in  ralatJoo  » 
the  lands  ceded.  . 

Here  Mr.  T.  read  from  a  copy  of  the  ongiw 
resolution  the  following  words  r  "  Th«t  <"  •*• 
the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  »oU|M» 
side  of  the  Ohio,  Upon  the  waters  rf  tiie  (nn- 
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berland  Klver,  and  between  the  Oreea  River 
Mid  tiie  Tennesaee  Biver,  vhich  baTe  been  re- 
•erred  by  law  fof  the  Virginia  troopa  opon 
oonlineDtal  establishment,  and  upon  bar  own 
State  eatablishment^  shoold  (for  the  reasons 
therein  stated)  prore  insoffitdeat  for  Ih^  lemJ 
booatiea,  the  d^eiencf  shall  be  made  npto  me 
said  troops  in  good  land,  to  be  laid  off  Mtwaen 
the  rivers  Sdoto  and  the  Little  Uiami,  on  the 
north  wde  of  the  river  Ohio,"&ix,  Ao.  No  one 
will  donbt  that  her  agents  were  bound  b7  their 
poritive  letters  of  instructions  \  and  that  if  the 
deed  varied  in  any  esseatial  pamonlBT  from  the 
terms  of  the  anthority  by  which,  and  by  which 
^one,  it  was  eiecnted,  waiving  the  question 
whether  the  deed  might  not  be  entirely  avoided 
tlierebj,  a  conrt  of  equity  would  oorreot  such 
variatioD,  and  supply  all  defeota.  This  was  the 
fact  in  regard  to  Uila  transaction.  The  deed 
assigned  recited  the  whole  of  the  oonditionB 
ezpreaaed  in  the  resolution,  toUdmt  vtrbit,  but 
omitted  all  mention  of  the  State  troops.  How 
oonld  this  have  arisen)  The  Legulature  of 
Virginia  gave  no  anthority  to  any  one,  other 
than  that  which  he  bod  just  mentJoned.  She 
bad  never  contemplated  a  measure  of  justice 
for  her  continentals,  which  she  did  not,  at  the 
same  time,  deal  out  to  her  Stat«  troops.  There 
was  bnt  one  mode  of  aooonntina  for  it.  There 
must  have  been  an  omisaion,  eiUier  In  the  copy 
recit«d,  or  in  the  recital  of  the  oopy.  No  other 
ration^  ezpluiation  oould  be  given.  He  had, 
in  &ct,  if  hia  memory  did  not  most  egregioosly 
deoeive  him,  seen  a  certificate  to  that  effect, 
from  Mr.  Monroe,  who  assisted  in  executing  the 
deed.  He  bad  not  been  able,  recently,  to  lay 
his  hand  on  thai  document,  nor  did  he  esteem 
It  materisL  The  narrative  into  which  be  had 
entered  served  Mly  to  establish  it  In  &ot,  the 
journals  of  Oongress,  of  1T88,  showed  how 
the  mistake  bad  oriffinated.  A  committee  was 
^point«d  to  consider  of  the  terms  of  oesnon, 
■na  to  report  thereon ;  and  thej  undertook,  in 
their  report,  to  set  forth,  in  the  very  words  of 
•acfa,  the  various  conditions  on  whion  Vir^nia 
had  proposed  to  make  the  oes^on.  The  fifth 
condition  was  that  appertuning  to  this  snl^ject ; 
and  in  the  recital  of  that,  the  error  was  com- 
mitted which  ran  into  the  deed  afterwards. 
That  committee  had  the  resolntion  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  before  them  \  and  it  is  not  to  be 
credited,  for  a  moment,  that  they  intentionally 
recited  falsely  its  terms.  It  is  much  more  cKid- 
itnble  and  Just  towards  that  committee  to  as- 
orihe  the  omission  to  a  mere  oversight.  If  he 
was  right  in  this,  it  followed  that  the  State 
troops  bad  a  Aill  right  to  enter  upon  the  re- 
■erved  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  in 
order  to  locate  their  warrants.  The  lands  re- 
■erved  in  Kentacky  had  proved  insufficient, 
from  two  oansea.  Elrst,  in  running  the  division 
line  between  Kentnoky  and  Tennessee,  the  ter- 
ritory of  Tennessee  had  encroached  consider- 
ably on  tbose  reserved  lands ;  and,  secondly,  a 
portion  of  tiiat  tract  of  oonntiy  was  inhabited 
by  the  Ghiokasaw  tribe  of  lodtans,  up  to  1810, 


when  a  treahr  was  negotiated  with  them ; 
whereupon,  Kentucky  claimed  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  country,  and  forbade  the  loca- 
tion of  the  military  warrants.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  State  troops  were  not,  and  have  not, 
at  any  time,  been  pwmitted  to  avail  thamselvea 
of  the  reservation  on  the  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  now  the  permission  to  do  so  wonld 
oome  too  late. 

The  continental  troops  have  taken  up  aU  the 
undisputed  land,  of  any  value,  contained  in  that 
reservation ;  and,  by  reason  of  a  mistake  in 
nmnina  the  first  bonndary  line,  the  United 
States  nave  sold  a  large  portion  ol  what  prop- 
erly fell  within  that  reservation.  Thus  it  ig 
that  many  of  the  State  troops  have  never  beoi 
satiafied  in  their  jnst  demands.  Hot  by  any 
fanlt  on  the  part  of  Virf^ia,  bnt  from  acot- 
dental  ^rcnmstoncea,  over  which  she  had  no 
ooutroL  There  remuns  now  within  the  re- 
served territory  no  lands  which  wonld  rema- 
nerate  the  labor  and  expense  of  location.  The 
Oovemment  itself  has  sold  a  large  portion  of 
them;  and,  so  far  as  a  deficiency  is  prodaoed 
from  that  canse,  no  one  can  donbt  bnt  that  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  make  it  good.  Bnt 
if  the  reservation,  the  interposition  of  this  Gov* 
emment  ^tart,  bad  proved  defldent,  this  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  make  it  good.  It  paid  down 
no  valuable  consideration  for  that  extensive  do- 
main. It  received  it  as  a  gratntity.  If  the  res- 
ervation had  exceeded  t^e  demands  of  the 
offloers  and  soldiers,  all  the  sorplns  wonld  have 
belonsed  to  this  Gtovemment  Surely  the  rule 
should  work  both  ways.  If  you  wonld  take 
the  Hnrplns,  if  any,  yoD  on^t  to  supply  the  de- 
fidendee,  if  any. 

Bnt  these  d^ms  rested  upon  another  ground, 
whioh  he  conridered  equally  strong.  Tne  con- 
tract with  the  soldier  created  on  his  behalf  a 
lien  on  all  the  nnlocated  lands  held  by  Virginia 
at  the  time  of  entering  into  that  oontraet.  The 
whole  northwestern  territory  was  subject  to  hit 
claim.  Virginia  coold  not  make  void  that  lien. 
This  Government,  therefore,  must  have  been 
subject  to  it^  since  it  was  prior,  in  point  of  time, 
to  the  deed  of  oeadon.  In  a  court  of  justioa 
in  a  case  between  individuals,  he  apprehended 
that  bnt  one  judgment  oonld  be  pronounced  in 
this  matter;  and  he  tmsted  that  die  Senata 
would  not  hesitate  in  fulfilling  the  denuuids  of 
justice.  Ko  deep  concern  need  be  felt  as  to  tba 
amount  of  these  unBOtiafled  warrants.  He  waa 
in  posaeerion  of  a  dooament  which  enabled  hint 
to  arrive  with  something  like  accuracy  at  th« 
quantity  of  land.  It  was  a  statement  of  the 
Eegiste^  of  the  Land  Office,  from  which  the 
warrants  had  issued,  furnished  in  18ZS.  There 
issued  to  the  State  troops,  prior  to  the  year 
1T93.  warrants,  amounting  in  all  to  one  million 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-three  and  two-tblrds  acres :  and  be- 
tween 1708  and  1828,  others  amounting  to 
thirty-seven  Uiousaud  four  hundred  and  nine 
and  one-tlurd  acres ;  mnUng  in  all  one  million 
,  one  hundred  and  seTentjr-aeven  thouMod  aiiw 
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hondred  and  niaet/'tliree  acres.  Of  tiieacL  one 
million  thirt7-one  thonund  one  hnndred  and 
thirtf-foDr  and  two-thirda  sores  were  located; 
leaving  of  nnaatiafied  wairaotB,  ooe  hnndred  and 
forty-sii  thousand  eighthnndred  and  fifty-eight 
and  one-third  acret.  Some  email  addition  hat, 
no  doobt,  been  made  ainoe ;  bat  Then  It  is  wen 
that,  in  tbirt;^  jeiira^  -n-arranta  C0T«iii]«  bnt 
thirtj-aeven  thousand  fonr  hnndred  and  nine 
and  one-third  acres  have  been  issned,  it  may 
jnatly  he  inferred  that  those  which  have  been  is- 
sued since  are  of  inconsiderable  amount  When 
it  is  recollected  that  the  Congress,  bnt  two 
jeara  ago,  appropriated  one  million  of  acres  in 
^d  of  the  Ohio  Oanal,  and  is  engaged  almost 
dail;  in  making  eztendve  grants  to  other  ob- 
jects, he  conid  not  peranade  himself  that  it 
wonld  hesitate  to  pass  this  bill,  in  fnlfilment  of 
aach  a  purpose  as  that  which  it  proposed  to 

Ur.  KmoST  said  he  rose  to  obtain  informa- 
tion on  the  sahject  under  consideration,  and  to 
aak  the  Senator  fh>m  Vir^nia  whether  a  reser- 
vation was  made  in  the  deed  of  cesmon  in  favor 
of  the  State  troops,  and  whether  thej  were 
placed  on  a  footing  with  the  Virginia  continen- 
tal troops,  in  regard  to  the  land  or  location  of 
the  military  warranta.  He  understood  no  reser- 
vation was  made  in  the  deed  of  cesaion  in  favor 
of  the  State  troops.  Then  why  should  be  given 
to  the  State  troops  of  Virginia  more  than  is 
^ven  to  other  &tat«  troops)  Other  Btates 
had  troops  who  were  also  fennd  valiantly  con- 
tending by  the  side  of  the  continental  troops, 
and  who  have  applied  here  for  aid,  in  the  form 
of  pensions,  ont  of  the  common  ftmd,  and  they 
have  been  refused.  They  have  been  told  to 
go  to  the  States  for  compensation ;  that  they 
were  State  troops,  and,  therefore,  the  State 
mnst  pay  them. 

Sir,  it  was  stated  that  a  reservation  of  lands 
was  made  for  the  troops  of  Vuwni^  west  of 
the  Ohio,  between  the  Siami  and  Scioto,  and 
that  the  United  States  had  interpwed,  and  sold 
a  part  of  the  land  reserved.  It  is  conceived 
that  the  United  States  could  not  sell  these  lands 
to  the  prejud!c«  of  these  claims.  If  Vir^ia 
made  the  reservation,  ehe  will  hold  them  not- 
withatanding  these  sales.  The  Virginia  State 
troops  have  no  right,  either  in  justice  or  equity, 
to  more  than  the  troops  of  other  Slates ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  wonld  consent  to  amend  the  bill, 
BO  aa  to  include  all  the  State  troops,  he  would 
vote  for  it ;  bnt  to  give  these  lands  to  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  alone,  would  be  doing  more  than 
me  Senate  had  been  willing  to  do  fbr  others. 
Why  should  be  given  to  the  State  troops  of 
Yir^ia  that  which  is  held  from  others? 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  it  was  intended  to  have  in- 
olnded  the  reservation  for  the  State  ta^ops  as 
well  as  those  on  the  continental  line.  Was  It 
so  done  by  the  deed  of  oeamon  ?  It  is  not 
pretended.  No,  sir,  it  was  not.  Did  no 
other  States  make  oesriona  to  this  OovemmeDt 
bnt  Virginiat  Sir,  the  Uoited  States  oeded 
what  they  had ;  they  oeded  nvflnoe,  Virginia 


oeded  lands.  The  revenue.  It  is  bdieved,  wil 
amonnt  to  as  mnoh  as  these  lands;  and  if  tin 
revenue  be  given  back,  compensaUon  «iD  not 
be  aaked  for  the  State  tn>ope.  We  thra  aliindd 
he  able  to  reward  tbem  ooraelves ;  but  to  giTe 
to  Virginia  troops  alone,  is  doing  more  tliu  ii 
requir^  In  my  opinion.  I  have  not  looked  it 
the  deed  of  oeemon,  noTthec(Hiditionso&«ycii 
the  ceaaion  was  made ;  but  I  have  nndenlmd 
that  the  continental  troops  only  were  provided 
for  by  that  instrument. 

Mr.  Ejun  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  in  Ibt 
seventh  line,  by  inserting,  between  the  word) 
"  any  "  and  "nnamiropriated  "  the  word  "on- 
settled."  (The  efl%ot  of  the  amendment  th 
intended  to  restrict  the  locations  of  Tiipiii 
land  warrants  to  public  lands  nntqtpropnsttd 
and  tmsettled;  which  amendment  was  sped 
to.) 

Meears.  Noble  and  Hkntibioes  opposed  ibe 
location  of  these  land  warrants  hi  Indiam; 
not  because  of  any  hoetiiity  to  the  prindplea  d 
the  bill — those  they  did  not  question— bot  tlier 
ohjeoted  to  their  location  in  Indiana,  in  eoiue- 
qoeuce  of  the  difflcoltiea  which  grew  out  of  » 
former  similar  bill,  for  the  relief  of  the  "  C»i»- 
dian  volunteers."  They  feared  that  siioilu 
dissatisfaction  and  confusion  would  arise  onda 
the  proviaons  of  the  present  biU;  and  would, 
therefore,  move  that  it  he  amended  by  BtribDg 
out  "  Indiana." 

Mr.  EJLKK  then  add,  ttiat  bo  for  from  ib  be- 
ing an  objection  to  him  that  any  of  these  loca- 
tions sbonld  be  made  in  his  own  State,  be  *<■ 
decidedly  in  favto-  of  them.  He  believed  Ibit, 
in  expr^aing  his  own  sentimenla,  he  did  thoM 
of  hiB  constituents,  whose  interests  would  be 
promoted  by  emigration  to  the  State. 

Mr.  BnrroH  said  that  the  persons  who  wen 
interested  in  these  clums  Uved  in  different' 
States,  some  of  them  in  Hiesonri ;  and  be  hid 
letters  requesting  him  to  get  leave  to  ioctU  in 
that  State.  He  had  no  objection  to  it.  H» 
would  be  willing  that  the  whole  qnantity  ^onld 
be  located  in  lOsaonri.  It  would  iocreasa  tlit 
settiement  and  cultivation  of  the  State,  ■« 
augment  the  number  of  tax-payers.  Thae 
were  desirable  things  in  a  new  State.  Even  a 
non-resident  proprietor  was  a'  more  profiUble 
landholder  to  the  State  than  the  Federal  G«^ 
emment ;  for  such  proprietors  paid  tajes,  wbi« 
the  Federal  Government  did  not.  ^ 

He  should  make  no  motion  to  amend  the  W 


ginia,  who  had  ohai^  of  the  bill,  to  ecndact  it 
as  they  pleased.  He  would  vote  for  It  in  W 
shape,  dther  confined  to  the  territory  wti* 
Yirpnia  formerly  ceded  to  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment,  or  extended  to  the  whole  body  el  t^ 
public  lands.  Upon  the  United  States  h«  (W- 
ceived  the  obligation  to  be  the  same,  to  yi»i 
land  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  wantnts, 
whather  it  was  requested  in  one  place  orin 
another.  To  the  hrfders  dt  the  warrants,  'M 
were  now  th«  diildren  and  grandchildren  of  tM 


IUt,  ISSO.] 

ofQcera  and  ^Idiere  of  the  Hevolation,  and  who 
were  dispersed  tbrongh  manj  Statea,  it  would 
be  more  couTeaient  to  have  leave  to  locate  in 
other  8tat«a  besides  those  mentioned  in  the 
bill.  Doabtlssa  we  shall  have  applioationa  next 
winter,  if  the  hill  paases  as  drawn,  for  leave  to 
locate  elsewhere,  and  1  shall  be  for  granting  it. 
The  onlj  reason  that  the  Senators  from  Virginia 
have  given  for  confining  the  locations  to  the 
land  which  Virginia  formerly  owned,  ig  the 
difference  between  strict  right  and  eqnitj;  they 
contend  for  a  strict  right  to  locate  on  die  old 
Hbrtiiwestorn  Territory ;  and,  on  this  there 
seems  to  be  reason;  bat  it  is  uie  same  to  the 
Federal  Govemment  to  pay  ont  of  any  portion 
of  her  lands. 

Messrs.  Tazswxu,  and  Bokski  severally  op- 
posed the  motjon  of  Ur,  HkiniBUisa ;  whidi,  on 
the  question  being  taken,  was  rqected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eogroseed  by  the 
following  vote ; 

Ti4s, — Uewnk  Adams,  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton, 
Bibb,  Brown,  Burnet,  Chase,  ClaytOD,  Dickerson, 
EDis,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Fralinghuysen,  Gnmdy,  Hayne, 
Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kaite,  ^ng,  livingston, 
HcEinley,  HcIiMn,  Marks,  Kaudua,  Bowan,  San- 
ford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
aprsgue,  Tsiewell,  Tronp,  Tyler,  Webster,  White, 
WiUey,  Woodbury— 39. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  HeadHeks,  Enigbt,  Hoble,  Rng- 


TcniUT,  Uay  11. 
Tta,  Ooffu,  and  Salt. 

The  biH  "  to  rednoe  the  dnties  on  oofibe,  tea, 
and  cocoa,"  was,  on  motion  by  Ur.  SiLfiBSB, 
oon^dered  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  and  the  first  amendment 
being  in  part  agreed  to, 

Od  Ibe  qneation  to  agree  to  tlie  second 
amendment,  as  following : 

Section  1,  line  wght,  after  the  word  "  more," 
insert,  And  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  18S0,  the  doty  on  salt  shall  be 
ten  cents  for  every  fifty-six  ponnds  and  no  more 
— it  was  rejected,  20  to  26, 

[The  following  remarlcs  of  Ur,  Bbstoit  in 
ooonaotion  with  this  bill,  ue  all  that  have  been 
preserved.] 

Ur.  BsirroN  oommenoed  his  apeeolf  1>7  say- 
ing that  he  was  no  advocate  for  nnprofitahle 
deoate,  and  had  no  ambition  to  add  his  name 
to  tho  catalogue  of  barren  orators ;  bat  that 
tliera  were  cases  in  which  speaking  did  good; 
oases  in  whiuh  moderate  abilities  prodnoed 
great  results ;  and  he  believed  the  qnestion  of 
repealing  the  salt  tac  to  be  one  of  those  cases. 
It  had  certainly  been  so  in  England.  There 
the  salt  tax  had  been  overthrown  by  the  labors 
of  pkia  men,  nnder  obrcnmstances  mnoh  more 
tm&vorable  to  thw'  imdertaking  than  exist 
bere.  The  English  salt  tax  had  continued  one 
bnndred  and  fifty  years.  It  was  cherished  by 
the  miniatty  to  whom  it  yielded  a  million  aod 
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a  lialf  sterling  of  revenne ;  it  was  defended  1^ 
the  domestic  salt  makers,  to  whom  it  gave  a 
monoply  of  the  home  market;  it  was  oonae- 
crated  by  time,  having  subsisted  for  five  gen- 
erations ;  it  was  fortified  by  the  habits  of  the 
people,  who  were  bom,  and  had  grown  gray, 
under  it ;  and  it  was  sanctioned  by  the  ueoea- 
sities  of  the  State,  which  re^iirM  every  re- 
source of  rigorous  taxation.  Yet  it  was  over- 
thrown; and  the  overthrow  was  effected  by 
two  debates,  conducted,  not  by  the  orators 
whose  renown  has  filled  the  world~.^ot  by 
Sheridan,  Burke,  Pitt,  and  Fox — but  by  plain, 
business  meor— Mr.  Oalcraft,  Ur,  Ourwen,  and 
Ur.  Egerton.  These  patriotic  members  of  ttie 
British  Parliament  oommenoed  the  war  upMi 
the  British  salt  tax  in  1817,  and  finished  it  in 
1823.  They  commenced  with  tbe  omens  and 
auspices  all  agunat  them,  and  ended  with  com- 
plete sQccesa.  They  aboliahed  the  salt  tax  in 
t«tt>.  They  swept  it  all  off,  bravely  rejecting 
bU  compromises  when  they  hod  got  their  ad- 
versaries half  vanquished,  and  carrying  their 
appeals  home  to  tbe  peopl&  until  they  had 
roosed  a  spirit  before  wuich  the  ministry  qn^- 
ed,  the  monopolizers  trembled,  the  Pariisinent 
gave  way,  uid  tbe  tax  felL  This  example  U 
enconra^ng ;  it  is  ftill  of  consolation  and  of 
ho[»e ;  it  shows  what  aeol  and  perseverance  can 
do  in  a  good  cause ;  it  shows  tliat  the  cause  of 
tmth  and  Juatioe  is  triumphant  when  its  advo- 
cates ore  bold  and  tuthful.  It  leads  to  tbe  oon- 
viction  ttiat  the  American  salt  tax  will  foil  as 
the  British  tax  did,  as  soon  as  the  people  shall 
see  that  its  oontinnance  is  a  burden  to  them, 
without  adequate  advanta^  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  that  its  repeal  ia  m  their  own  hands. 
The  enormous  amount  of  the  tax  was  the 
first  point  to  which  Ur.  B.  would  direct  his  at- 
tention.   He  said  it  was  near  tliree  hundred 


erpool  was  a  very  inferior  salt,  and  not  mnoh 
used  in  the  West,  he  would  confine  his  obser- 
vationa  to  the  salt  of  Portugal  and  the  West 
Indies,  called  by  the  general  name  of  ainm. 
The  import  price  of  this  salt  was  from  eight  to 
nine  cents  a  boshel  of  fifty-six  pounds  ettSt,  and 
the  duty  upon  that  bushel  was  twenty  oents. 
Here  was  a  tax  of  npwards  of  two  hundred  per 
cent  Then  the  merchant  bad  his  profit  upon 
the  duty  as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  article ;  and 
when  it  went  tlirongh  tlte  hands  of  several 
merahents  before  it  got  to  the  consumer,  each 
had  his  profit  upon  it;    and  whenever  this 

Srofit  amounted  to  fifty  per  cent  upon  the 
uty,  it  was  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 
lymn  the  salt.  Then,  tbe  tariff  laws  have  de- 
prived the  consumer  of  thirty-four  pounds  in 
the  bushel,  by  substituting  weight  for  measure, 
and  that  weight  a  false  one.  The  true  weight 
of  a  measured  bushel  of  alum  salt  Is  ei^ty-four 
pounds;  but  the  Brilish  tariff  laws,  for  Oi9 
sake  of  multiplying  the  bushels,  and  increasing 
the  products  of  the  tax,  substituted  wdght  for 
measure;  and  our  tariff  laws  copied  after  theo^ 
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and  adopted  their  aUDdud  of  fiflj-aix  ponnda 
to  tlie  bnaheL 

J  Here  Qeneral  Shtth,  of  Uaiylaod,  rose,  and 
i  that  he  had  led  the  Senator  from  Misaouri 
into  an  error,  in  telling  him,  aome  time  hack, 
that  the  weight  of  alum  mlt  was  eightj-foor 
poonda.  Bnbaeqaent  reflection  had  shown  him 
that  it  was  below  eighty.] 

Mr.  B.  reemned  nia  speech.  He  a^d,  the 
Senator  trom  Ibryland  was  not  so  fitr  wrong  in 
his  flrat  information  as  he  nippoeed ;  that  he 
(Ur.  B.)  vaa  informed  from  ouier  soorcea  that 
Turk's  Island  salt  weighed  above  eightjr  ponnds  j 
and  he  had  a  report  before  him  of  a  Oommittee 
of  the  British  Hoose  of  Commons,  made  in 
IB17,  b;  Mr.  Oaloraft,  the  ohurman  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  which  the  weight  of  the  best  Bay  of 
Biscay  salt  is  stated  at  dghty-fbor  pounds. 
But  let  ns  sssnine  the  weight  at  eighty  ponnds ; 
and  at  this  weight  it  is  inoonteaUble  that  the 
tariff  laws  have  been  the  means  of  defrauding 
the  eoQsnmer  of  thirty  pounds  in  the  hnsheL 
For  theae  laws  rednce  the  bushel  to  fifty-eii 
poonds ;  and  the  ret^  merchant,  and  salt  man- 
ofaotnrer,  Improving  upon  this  hint,  have  made 
a  farther  redaction  of  six  poonda,  and  reduced 
the  boshel  to  fifty.  This  is  a  Iobs  of  three  parts 
in  eight — very  nearly  one-half — and  muing 
the  salt  cost  nearly  one  hnndred  per  cent.  more. 
Putting  all  this  together— the  duty,  the  mer- 
ohant's  profit  upon  that  duty,  and  the  loss  In 
the  bnshel— and  the  daty  on  alum  salt  is  sliown 
to  be  near  fonr  hundred  per  cmc ;  in  other 
words,  the  tax  is  fonr  times  the  value  of  the 
article,  and  makes  it  cost  the  consumer  four 
times  aa  mnoh  as  tt  wonld  cost  him  without 
the  tax.  This  is  a  cruel  oppression  upon  the 
people;  one  which  they  ought  not  to  bear 
without  necessity,  and  which  Uiere  is  no  necea- 
rity,  as  shall  be  fUly  shown,  for  bearing  any 

Ur.  B.  entered  into  staUstdoal  dett^a,  to  show 
the  aggregate  amount  of  this  tax,  which  he 
statea  to  be  enormous,  and  oontraiy  to  every 
prindple  of  taxation,  oven  if  taxes  were  so  ne- 
cessary to  Justify  the  taxing  of  salt  Be  stated 
the  importation  of  foreign  salt,  in  I6S9,  at  six 
mitfioDS  of  bushels,  round  namoers ;  the  value 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  thonsand  doUare, 
and  the  tax  at  twenty  cents  a  buahel,  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  mer- 
chant's profit  upon  that  duty  at  fifty  per  cent, 
is  six  hnndred  tnousand  dollars ;  and  the  secret 
or  bidden  tax,  in  the  shape  of  false  weight  for 
true  measore,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  pounds  in 
the  bu^el,  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  Here,  then,  is  taxation  to  the 
amount  of  about  two  millions  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars,  upon  an  article  costing  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  article  one 
of  prime  necessity  and  universal  use,  ranking, 
next  after  bread,  in  the  catalogue  of  articles  for 
bmnan  subsistence. 

The  distribntion  of  this  enormona  tax  upon 
the  difibrent  sections  of  the  Union,  was  the 
next  objeet  of  iti,  B.'i  inquiry ;  and,  for  ttda 
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great  dlviidons— the  northeast,  the  eooth,  nd 
&e  west.  To  the  northeast,  and  cepeoaDj 
to  some  parts  of  it,  he  couadered  the  ujt  tu 
to  be  no  burden,  but  rather  a  benefit  and  moncf- 
inaMng  bnsinees.  The  fishing  allowanCM  aod 
bounties  produced  this  effect.  In  con»d«ra- 
tion  of  the  salt  duty,  Uie  cnrers  and  eiporten 
of  fish  are  allowed  money  out  of  the  TreMinj, 
to  the  amonnt,  as  it  was  intended,  of  th«  ntt 
duty  paid  by  tiiem ;  but  it  has  been  provtd  to 
be  twice  as  much.  The  annual  aDovmee  ii 
about  two  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dollm, 
and  the  asgregatA  drawn  }W>m  the  Tkuotj 
^ce  the  first  imposition  of  tiie  salt  dntj  it 
1TS9,  is  shown  by  the  Treasury  return)  to  b« 
five  miUions  of  dollars.  Uuch  of  this  is  dnn 
by  undue  means,  as  Is  ahown  by  the  nparl  rf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryj  at  the  wa- 
mencement  of  the  present  seasion,  page  n^ 
of  the  annual  report  on  the  finances.  Tin 
Northeast  makes  much  salt  at  home,  and  ohieSj 
by  solar  evaporalion,  which  fits  it  for  curiM 
fish  and  provisions.  Uuch  of  it  is  pravM, 
by  the  returns  of  the  salt  makers,  (o  be  used  in 
the  fisheries,  while  the  fisheries  are  drawiu 
money  from  the  Treasury  under  the  laws  vMcn 
intended  to  indemnify  tiiem  for  the  datj  pud 
on  foreign  salt  To  uiis  section  of  the  Unioii, 
then,  the  salt  tax  is  not  felt  as  a  bnrden. 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  South.  In  this  aectiaB 
there  are  but  few  salt  works,  and  no  bouiitiu 
or  allowanoea,  as  there  are  no  fisheries.  Th« 
consumers  are  thrown  almost  entirel;  upm  tb( 
foreign  supply,  and  chiefiy  use  the  liTenm 
blown.  The  import  price  of  this  is  about  Uwn 
cents  a  bushel ;  the  weight  and  strength  are  iM 
than  that  of  alum  salt ;  and  the  tax  falls  beivilT 
and  directiy  upon  the  people,  to  the  wbolt 
amount  of  their  consumption.  It  is  a  bH<7 
burthen  upon  tlie  South. 

The  West  is  the  last  section  to  be  viewH, 
and  it  wiU  be  found  to  be  the  tnie  seat  <i^ 
most  oppressive  operations  of  tlie  salt  tai.  ^ 
domestic  supply  is  high  in  price,  defident  id 
quantity,  and  altogether  unfit  for  one  of  A< 
greatest  purposes  for  which  salt  is  there  wsntrf 
— curing  proriwons  for  exportation.  A  fowp 
supply  18  indispensable,  and  alnm  salt  is«J 
kind  used.  The  import  prioe  of  this  kini,  noB 
the  Weet^Indiofl,  is  nine  cents  a  bushel;  ft* 
Portugal,  eight  cents  a  busheL  At  these  pri«J 
the  west  could  be  supplied  with  this  nit  • 
New  Orieans,  if  the  duty  was  abolished;  sA 
in  consequence  of  the  duty,  it  costs  thirty-"*'* 
and  a  half  cents  per  bnshel  there,  being  ("" 
times  the  import  price  of  the  article,  snd  le^ 
enty-five  ceuta  per  bushel  at  LoaisTille  •?* 
other  central  parts  of  the  valley  of  theMi*^ 
dppL  This  enormous  price,  resolved  '"^JJ! 
oomponont  parts,  is  thus  made  up  ;  1.  wp* 
or  nme  centa  a  bnshel  for  the  salt  S.  Tw«2 
canto  fbr  duty.  8.  Eight  or  ten  oenls  for  loO- 
chant's  profit  at  New  Orleans.  4.  8i^  « 
seventeen  oenta  for  f^ei^t  to  l'0°"™l^_r 
Fifteen  or  twenty  cents  for  Uie  second  n"- 
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olumt'a  profit  who  ooonts  bis  per  ceatnm  od  bis 
whole  oatla;.  In  all,  about  seventj-five  cenU 
for  a  boBbel  of  flft;  pounds,  whiob,  if  tbere  wta 
DO  datf,  and  tbe  tariff  regulationB  of  weight  for 
meaaore  abolished,  would  be  bongbt  in  New 
Orleftos  hj  the  meamred  bnahel  of  ^gbty 
pounds  weight,  for  aigbt  or  nine  cents,  and 
would  be  brought  op  the  river,  b;  steamboats, 
at  the  rate  of  uoirtj-three  and  a  third  cents  per 
bnndred  weight.  It  tkoa  ^ipears  that  the  salt 
tax  falls  heaviest  upon  the  West.  It  Is  an  error 
to  suppose  that  the  Sooth  is  the  greatest  snf- 
ferw.  The  West  wania  it  for  every  purpose 
the  Sontli  does,  and  two  great  purposes  besides 
— oaring  provision  for  export,  and  salting  etook. 
The  West  uses  alum  salt,  and  on  this  t£e  duty 
ie  heaviest,  heoaoBe  the  prioe  is  lower,  and 
the  weight  greater.  Xwentj  oent«  on  salt, 
Thich  oosts  eight  or  nine  cents  a  bushel,  is  a 
mndh  heavier  du^  than  on  that  whiob  oosts 
fifteen  cents ;  and  then  the  deception  in  the 
enbBlitation  of  weight  for  measure  is  mnoh 
greater  in  altun  salt,  which  wugbs  so  much 
more  than  the  Liverpool  blown.  Like  the 
South,  the  West  receives  no  bountiee  or  allow- 
uioee  on  account  of  the  salt  duties.  This  may 
be  fiur  in  the  South,  where  the  imported  salt 
ia  not  re-enwrted  upon  fish  or  provisions ;  but 
it  is  nn&ir  m  the  West,  where  the  exportation 
of  bee(  po'k,  bacon,  cheese,  and  butter,  is  pro- 
di^uB,  and  the  foreign  salt  re-exported  upon 
tlie  wlwle  of  it. 

Hr.  B.  then  argued,  with  great  warmth,  that 
the  provifflon  cnrers  and  exporters  were  entitled 
to  the  same  bonntitee  and  allowances  with  the 
exporters  of  fish.  The  olaimB  of  each  rested 
upon  the  same  prindple,  and  upon  the  principle 
of  all  drawbaoKS— that  of  a  reimbursement  of 
the  duty  which  was  pud  on  the  imported  salt 
when  re-e^>orted  on  flah  and  [arovisiona.  The 
ume  prinaple  covers  the  beef  and  pork  of  tiie 
fiumer,  which  covers  the  fish  of  the  flshenuan ; 
and  snob  was  the  law  In  the  beginning.  The 
first  act  of  Oongress,  in  the  year  1TS9,  which 
imposed  a  du^  upon  salt,  allowed  a  bounty,  in 
lieu  of  a  drawback,  on  beef  and  pork  exported, 
■a  w^  as  fish.  The  bounty  was  the  same  in 
each  case ;  it  was  five  cents  a  quintal  on  dried 
fish,  five  cents  a  barrel  on  pickled  fish,  and  five 
on  beef  and  pork.  As  tbe  duty  on  salt  was  in- 
creased, the  bounties  and  allowances  were  in- 
creased also.  Fish  and  salted  beef  and  pork 
bred  alike  for  the  first  twenty  years.  They 
bred  alike  till  tbe  revival  of  the  salt  tax  at  the 
oommenoement  of  the  late  war.  Then  they 
parted  oompany ;  boontiei  and  allowances  were 
oontinued  to  the  fineries,  and  dropped  on  beef 
and  pork ;  and  this  has  been  the  case  ever  sinoe. 
The  exporters  of  fish  are  now  drawing  at  the 
rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoosand  dollars 
per  aonnm,  as  a  reimbursement  for  their  salt 
tax ;  while  exporters  of  provisions  draw  noth- 
ing. The  aggregate  of  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowanoee,  aotuaily  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
axoeeds  five  millioDS  of  dollars ;  while  the  ex- 
porters of  proviuons,  who  get  nothing,  wonld 
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have  been  entitied  to  draw  a  greater  snm ;  for 
the  export  in  salted  provisions  exceeds  the 
valne  of  exported  fish. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  quit  this  part  of  his  sableot, 
without  endeaYoring  to  fix  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  provisioiL  trade  of  the  West. 
He  took  Utis  trade  m  ita  largest  sense,  as  includ- 
ing the  export  trade  of  beef,  pork,  bacon, 
choeee,  and  butter,  to  foreign  countries,  espeoial- 
\r  the  West  Indies ;  the  domestic  trade  to  the 
Lower  Hisaisaippi  aod  the  Boutbem  States ;  the 
neighborhood  trade,  as  supplying  the  towns 
in  the  upper  States,  the  miners  in  Missouri  and 
tbe  Upper  Mississippi,  the  army  and  the  navy ; 
and  the  various  profesuouH,  which,  t>eing  other- 
wise eioployed,  did  not  raise  their  own  provis- 
ions. The  amount  of  this  trade,  in  this  com- 
prehensive view,  was  prodigious,  and  annually 
mcrea^ng,  and  involving  in  its  oorrent  almost 
the  entire  population  of  the  West,  either  as  tbe 
growers  and  makers  of  the  provisions,  the 
ourers,  exporters,  or  consumers.  Tbe  amount 
could  Bcanielj  be  asoertmed.  What  was  ex- 
ported from  New  Orleans  was  shown  to  be 
great ;  hot  it  was  only  a  fraction  of  the  whole 
trade.  He  declared  it  to  be  entitled  to  the  &- 
Yorable  consideration  of  Oongress,  and  that  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  duty  was  the  greatest  favor, 
if  an  aot  of  juatioe  ought  t«  come  under  tbe 
name  of  favor,  whiob  could  be  rendered  it,  as 
Ute  salt  was  necessary  in  growing  the  hogs  and 
cottie,  as  well  as  in  preparing  tbe  beef  ana  pork 
for  market  A  redootion  in  the  prioe  of  salt, 
next  to  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  land,  was 
the  greatest  blesung  which  the  Federal  Oov- 
ernment  could  now  confer  upon  the  West, 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  tbe  example  of  England,  who 
favored  her  provision  cnrers,  and  permitted 
them  to  import  alum  salt  free  of  duty,  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  provision  trade,  evra 
when  her  own  salt  manafaotnrerB  were  pro- 
dncing  an  abundant  and  superfluous  supply  of 
common  salt.  He  showed  that  she  did  more ; 
that  she  extended  tiie  same  relief  and  enoour- 
agement  to  the  Irish ;  and  he  read  from  the 
British  statute  hook  an  act  of  the  British  Par* 
liameut,  passed  in  1607,  entitled  "An  act  to 
encourage  tbe  export  of  salted  beef  and  pork 
from  Ireland,"  which  allowed  a  bounty  of  ten 
pence  sterling  on  evei?  hundred  weif^bt  of  beef 
and  pork  so  exportei^  in  conuderation  of  the 
duty  paid  on  the  salt  whioh  was  used  in  the 
curii^  of  it  He  stated,  that,  at  a  later  period, 
tbe  duty  had  been  entirely  repealed,  and  tha 
Irish,  in  common  with  other  British  snbjeots, 
allowed  a  free  trade  with  all  the  world,  in  salt ; 
and  then  demanded,  in  the  most  emphatic  man- 
ner, if  the  people  of  the  West  could  not  obt^ 
from  the  American  Oongress  the  Justice  which 
the  oppressed  Irish  had  proonred  from  a  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  composed  of  hereditary  noble^ 
and  filled  with  representatives  of  rotten  bor- 
oughs, and  slavish  retainers  of  the  £ing's  min- 
isters. Having  shown  the  finormona  amount 
of  the  tax,  its  unequal  operation  in  different 
of  the  Union,  and  the  superior  alaima 
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of  th«  Weet  for  Ha  abolitdoii,  Ur.  B.  prooeeded 
to  eumine  the  reawma  for  keeping  it  np. 
These  grew  out  of  the  "Amerioan  BjMem ;"  for 
the  duty  wm  no  longer  wanted  for  raTeone. 
The  plea  of  revenae  was  cot  off  by  our  own 
condnct.  We  had  Tot«d,  two  years  ago  to  r«- 
daoe  the  duties  one-half  on  winee,  and  were 
Qow  voting  to  rednoe  them  to  a  fractioQ  on 
coffee,  tea,  and  ohooolAt«.  This  is  proof  de- 
oiMve  that  the  revenne  can  dispense  with  a  part 
of  the  taxes.  The  ol^eetionto  the  repeal  of  the 
■alt  dnty,  Btanda  npon  the  "Amerioan  system  ;" 
tnd  thus  this  Bystem  la  presented  to  the  people 
hT  ita  own  warm  friends  and  zealons  oham- 
piona,  as  redncing  the  moderate  duties  on 
Obainpagne  wine  and  Imperial  tea.  which  the 
rich  and  loznrioiu  alone  use,  and  leaving  the 
enormona  and  unequal  dntiea  npon  salt,  with- 
ont  which  the  farmer  oaimot  raise  his  stock  or 
cure  hla  provisions ;  wlthont  which  the  labor- 
ing man  cannot  eat  his  dinner,  nor  the  be^ar 
bw  his  greens  I  Thus  this  system  is  presented 
as  favoring  the  rich  and  Inxnriooe,  oppressing 
the  poor  and  laborloos  1  Bnt  let  na  examine 
into  it,  and  see  with  what  Justice,  and  with 
whst  conformity  to  ita  own  declared  priociplea, 
the  "  Ameriesn  system  "  has  taken  the  salt  tax 
imder  its  shelter  and  proteotdon.  The  prinoi- 
plee  of  that  system,  as  J  nnderstand  them,  and 
prootdse  npon  them,  are  to  tax,  through  the 
onstom-bouse,  the  foreign  rivals  of  onr  own  es- 
sential produotioDs,  when,  by  that  taxation,  an 
adequate  sapply  of  the  ssme  article,  as  good. 
and  as  cheap,  can  be  made  at  home.  Tnese 
were  the  principles  of  the  system  (Ur.  B.  sdd) 
when  he  was  initiatwd,  and,  if  they  had  chang- 
ed rinoe,  he  had  not  changed  with  them  ;  and 
he  apprehended,  a  promulgation  of  the  change 
would  prodnoe  a  schism  amongst  ita  ft^owers. 
Taking  these  to  be  the  principles  of  the  BjtUaa, 
let  the  salt  tax  be  brought  to  it«  test.  In  the 
first  place,  the  domestic  manufacture  had  en- 
Joyed  all  possible  prot«ction.  The  duty  wae 
near  three  hundred  per  cent  on  Liverpool  salt, 
and  Cbur  hnndred  npon  alnm  salt ;  and  to  this 
must  be  added,  so  far  as  relates  to  all  the  in- 
terior mannfootories,  the  protectdon  ari^ng 
from  tranq»ortation,  &eqnentiy  equal  to  two 
or  three  hnudrod  per  cent.  more.  This  great 
and  eioeaaive  protection  has  been  eqjcyed, 
witiiout  Intermption,  for  the  last  eighteen 
years,  and  partially  for  twentj  years  longer. 
This  sorely  is  time  enongh  for  the  trial  of  a 
mannfiMtare  which  requires  but  little  skill  or 
experience  to  carry  it  on.  Now  for  tie  results. 
Have  the  domestic  msnofactoriee  produced  an 
adequate  supply  for  the  country  t  They  have 
not ;  nor  half  enough.  The  production  of  the 
last  year,  (1839,)  as  shown  in  the  retnms  of  the 
Seoratoiy  of  the  Treasury,  is  abont  five  millions 
of  btudi^;  the  importation  of  foreign  salt,  for 
the  same  period,  as  shown  by  the  costom-honse 
returns,  is  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty - 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
bnahelB.  This  shows  the  consumption  to  be 
elevoi  millions  <tf  bnahels,  of  which  five  ore 


domeetic.  Here  the  fiiilnre  in  the  enential 
particnlor  of  an  adequate  supply  is  more  than 
one-half.  In  the  next  place,  bow  is  it  in  point 
of  price  t  Is  the  domestic  article  fiimished  ■■ 
oheap  as  tiie  foreign  t  Far  from  it,  m  >ln«dr 
Aowu,  and  still  farther,  as  can  be  shown.  The 
price  of  the  domestio  along  the  coast  of  the  At- 


the  usnsl  priceo,  at  the  works,  are  from  thir^- 
three  and  a  third  cents  to  one  dollar  for  the 
bushel  of  flfty  pounds,  whioh  can  nearly  be  put 
into  a  half  bnshel  measure.  The  prices  of  the 
foreign  salt,  at  the  import  cities,  as  shown  in 
the  oostom-hoose  retnms  for  1689,  are,  for  tlie 
Liverpool  blown,  about  fifte^k  cents  for  the 
bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds ;  for  Turk's  Island 
and  other  Weet  India  sslt,  about  nine  ocatta; 
fbr  St.  Cbea  and  other  Portogol  salt,  about 
eight  cents ;  for  ^tanish  salt.  Bay  of  Bisc«y 
and  Gibraltar,  about  seven  cents ;  from  the 
Island  of  Ualta,  six  oents.  Leaving  out  the 
Liverpool  salt,  which  is  mode  by  boiling,  and, 
therefore,  oont^ns  slack  and  bittern,  a  s^ttie 
ingredient,  which  promotes  patrefaotian,  and 
renders  that  salt  unfit  for  curing  proviaons, 
and  whioh  is  not  used  in  the  Weet,  and  the 
average  priee  of  the  strraig,  pure,  alum  salt, 
made  by  solar  evaporation,  in  hot  climates,  u 
about  eight  cents  to  the  busheL  Here,  tlien,  is 
another  lamentable  fulure.  Instead  of  being 
sold  as  cheap  as  the  foreign,  the  domeeljo  salt 
is  from  four  to  twelve  times  the  price  of  alam 
salt.  The  lost  inquiry  is  as  to  ihe  qnatity  of 
the  domeetic  article.  Is  it  ss  good  as  the  for- 
eign !  This  is  the  most  esaeotiBJ  applicatimi  of 
the  test ;  and  here  again  the  &ilure  is  decisive. 
The  domestic  salt  will  not  cure  provisions  for 
eiportations,  (the  littie  excepted  which  is  made 
in  the  Northeast,  by  solar  evaporation,)  nor  for 
consumption  in  the  Bouth,  nor  for  long  keep- 
ing at  the  army  posts,  nor  for  vc^ages  with 
the  navy.  For  all  these  purposes  it  is  worth- 
less and  useless,  and  the  provisions  which  ore 
pot  up  in  it  are  loet,  or  have  to  be  repacked, 
at  a  great  expense,  in  alnm  salt.  This  fact  b 
well  known  tnrou^ont  the  West,  where  too 
many  oitiEens  have  p^d  the  penalty  of  trusting 
to  domeetic  salt,  to  be  duped  or  injured  by  it 
any  longer.  In  proof  of  this,  Mr.  B.  reed  ft 
statement  from  a  citieen  of  Indiana,  Mr.  J.  6. 
Bead,  whose  respectability  he  vouched  for,  id- 
leg^  that  he  had  sustained  a  loss  of  near  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  upon  a  cargo  of  three 
hundred  barrels  of  pork,  at  New  Orleans,  in  dte 
year  18&7,  in  consequence  of  putting  it  up  in 
domestic  salt.  The  pork  be^an  to  spoil  as  boob 
as  it  arrived  in  the  warm  dimato  of  the  Sonth. 
To  save  it,  Mr.  Bead  had  to  incor  the  expense 
of  repacking  in  alum  salt — a  proeosa,  which  cost 
him  one  dollar  and  twelve  and  a  half  oents  <hi 
each  barrel,  beddes  twelve  and  a  half  cents  tot 
replacing  each  hoop  that  got  br<Ae  in  the  oper- 
ation, and  the  expense  of  tlie  drays  hauling  tit* 


B.  sud  that  this  was  the  oase  wiui 


Ur. 


Hat,  1380.] 


DEBATES  OF  0ONOBES9. 
BBdaction  i^  Dvtiai «  Tut,  Cogte,  md  Salt. 


[Sbi 


They  most  repack,  in  alum  salt,  at  Netf  Or- 
leuiB,  at  tb«  same  expense  that  Ur.  Bead  did, 
or  procure  that,  kind  of  Kslt  beforehand,  har- 
dened as  it  was  with  duty,  »nd  diminiahed  in 
the  hnshel  bj  the  tariff  lairs.    Surely  the  West 


which  the  Irish,  proverbisl  for  oppreaMon,  re- 
ceived from  the  Britdsh  Parliament.  And  here 
he  submitted  to  the  6enate,  that  the  American 


any  longer.  It  has  bad  the  full  benefit  of  that 
system  In  high  dntieft,  imposed,  for  a  long  time, 
on  foreign  salt ;  it  had  not  prodaoed  an  ade- 
qaate  supply  for  the  country,  nor  half  a  sap- 
ply  ;  nor  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  by  three  hondred 
or  one  thouaand  per  cent. ;  and  what  it  did  sap- 
ply,  so  far  from  being  equal  in  quantity,  could 
not  even  be  used  as  a  anbstitate  foi  the  great 
and  important  bosiness  of  the  provisioa  trade. 
The  amount  of  bo  much  of  that  trade  aa  went 
to  foreign  ooontriee,  iii.  B.  showed  to  be  sixty- 
siz  thoasand  barrela  of  bee^  fifty-four  thouaand 
barrels  of  pork,  two  auliions  of  pounds  of 
baoon,  two  mUlione  of  pounds  of  butter,  and 
one  million  of  pounds  of  oheeee ;  and  he  con- 
sidered the  supply  for  the  army  and  navy,  and 
for  uonsumption  m  the  South,  to  eioeed  the 
quantity  exported. 

Ur.  B.  examined  another  ground  of  olatm  for 
tlie  contianauce  of  the  duties,  founded  on  the 
omonnt  of  capital  which  the  mannfactnrera  had 
embarked  in  the  bnuness.  The;  bad  returned 
this  capital  at  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  when  yon  come  to  analyze  the  par- 
ticalars  of  this  imposing  sum,  two  millions  of  it 
are  found  to  be  taken  up  with  wooden  vats, 
and  their  scantling  roofs,  which  are  in  a  state 
of  dwly  deterioration,  and  most  rot  in  a  few 
years,  whether  used  or  not.  Such  items  could 
not  be  counted  aa  capital,  unless  when  new,  or 
nearly  so ;  and  it  it  not  to  be  presumed  that 
any  new  works  have  been  erected  since  tlie 


d  a  great  reduction  of 
taxes  looked  to  as  a  consequence  of  that  event. 
Another  portion  of  the  capital  was  in  kettles, 
also  a  perishable  item,  to  which  the  same  re- 
mark extends  as  to  the  wood  in  vats.  A  third 
lai^e  item  in  the  estimate  of  coital  is  a  great 
nomber  of  wells  and  foroaces,  left  to  stand  idle 
on  purpose,  in  order  to  make  leas  salt,  and  de- 
mand higher  prioes  for  it.  Deducting  all  these 
items,  or  so  much  of  each  as  ooght  to  be  de- 
dncted,  and  it  wonld  probably  torn  oat  that 
the  boasted  capital  in  these  works  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  one  year's  tax  npon  the 
people  to  keep  them  up.  That  tax  has  been 
shown  to  be,  for  I82Q,  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thoosand  doUara  of  direct  duty ;  mer- 
chant's profit  upon  that  sum,  at  the  raM  of  fifty 
per  cent. ;  making  six  hundred  thoasand  dol- 
lara;  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars more  for  the  loss  of  thirty  ponnda  in  every 
bushel :  in  all,  two  millions  and  a  quarter  of 


dollars.  The  real  capital,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, does  not  reach  that  sum.  The  coital  to 
be  affected  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  cannot  be 
the  half  oF  it ;  for  tul  the  interior  works — all 
those  in  Upper  Pennsylvania,  in  Western  Yir- 
pnia,  in  Ohio,  in  Kentncky,  Indiana,  IIlinoiB, 
and  IQssouri,  are  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign 
salt,  except  at  an  advance  of  from  two  to  three 
hundred  per  cant  upon  ita  cost.  They  are  pro- 
tected without  a  tani^  by  locality,  by  distance, 
and  br  the  expense  of  transporting  foreign  salt 
into  the  fiur  and  legitimate  sphere  of  their  sim- 
ply and  consumption.  Doubtless  it  wonld  be 
better  for  the  consumers  to  hny  all  the  works, 
and  stop  them,  than  to  go  on  paying  the  pres- 
ent enormous  duty,  and  its  accumulated  bur- 
dens, to  keep  them  up.  But  this  alternative 
cannot  be  necessary.  The  people  cannot  be 
driven  to  this  resort.  After  reaucing  the  da- 
ties  OD  tea,  ooffee,  wines,  and  diocolate,  the 
dnty  upon  salt  must  falL  The  American  sys- 
tem oaonot  keep  it  up.  It  cannot  continue  to 
tax  the  first  necessary  of  life,  after  untaxing  its 
Inznriee.  The  duty  was  r^>ealed  in  tote,  under 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeflersou.  The  prob- 
able extinction  of  the  public  debt  enabled  the 
Government  at  that  Ume  to  dispense  with  oar- 
tdn  taxes,  and  salt  took  precedence  then  of  tea, 
coffee,  chocolate,  and  wine.  It  cannot  be  neces- 
Bory  here  to  dilate  upon  the  uses  of  salt.  But, 
in  repealing  that  duty  in  England,  it  was 
thougnt  worthy  of  notioe  that  salt  was  aeoe»- 
sory  to  the  health,  growth,  and  fatt«ning  of 
hogs,  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses ;  that  it  was  a 
preaervative  of  hay  and  clover,  and  restored 
moulded  and  flooded  hay  to  ita  good  and  whole- 
some stat«,  and  made  even  straw  and  chaff 
avulable  as  food  for  cattle.  The  domesUo  salt 
makers  need  not  speak  of  proteotdon  agunat 
alum  salt  No  quantity  of  duty  will  keep  it 
ouL  The  people  must  have  it  for  the  proviutm 
trade ;  and  the  duty  upon  that  kind  of  salt  is  a 
grievous  burthen  upon  them,  withont  being  <d 
Uie  least  advantage  to  the  salt  makers. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  an  argument  in  favor  of 
keeping  up  these  duties,  tliat  in  time  of  war  we 
should  have  to  depend  upon  the  home  supply. 
He  said  we  hod  no  war  at  present,  nor  any 
prospect  of  one,  and  that  it  was  neither  wiss 
nor  benefioisl  to  anticipate,  and  inflict  upon 
oorselvea  beforehand,  Uie  calamities  of  that 
state.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 
of," When  the  war  comes,  we  will  see  abont 
the  price  of  salt ;  in  the  mean  while,  the  ohew- 
er  we  get  it  now,  the  higher  we  shall  be  able 
to  pay  for  it  then.  But  he  did  not  admit  the 
a^ument  The  making  of  salt  was  a  pisjn  and 
eas^  bodnese.  It  required  no  skiu  or  ez- 
penaioe.  If  a  port  of  the  works  stop  when 
the  price  becomes  low,  they  will  start  ag»ia 
the  day  it  rises.  If  the  whole  were  stopped 
now,  they  would  all  be  in  full  operation  in  the 
first  few  months  of  war.  Besides  many  works 
were  stopped  now.  On  the  Kenhawa,  twenty- 
lour  furnaces,  G^>ahle  of  muring  four  hundred 
thoosaud  bushels  per  anntun,  are  returned  by 
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the  owners  u  161e.  On  the  Holaton  011I7  one 
wall  is  worked  making  five  hundred  buehels  a 
daj,  wb«n  ten  thousand  conld  be  made.  At 
mtaj  other  places  a  part  of  the  works  are 
■topped,  and  for  the  pnirHMe  of  making  a  leas 
qoftntitf  and  getting  a  nigher  price.  11  the 
owners  thus  stop  their  works  for  their  private 
advantage  they  must  not  complain  if  the  in- 
terest of  tlie  people  should  require  more  of 
them  to  stop. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  a^n^^^"^  whioh 
conld  be  need  here  in  favor  of  ooDtinniiig  this 
dntj  which  was  not  used,  and  nsed  in  vain,  in 
Endand;  and  many  were  naed  there,  of  mnch 
reu  force,  which  cannot  be  used  here.  The 
American  system,  by  name,  iras  not  impressed 
Into  the  serrice  of  the  tax  there,  hot  its  doc- 
trines were ;  and  he  read  a  part  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  salt  duties,  in  181T,  to 
prove  it.  It  was  the  statement  of  the  ^nt  of 
the  British  salt  mannfactnrers,  Ur.  William 
Home,  who  was  sworn  and  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness .  He  said :  "  I  will  commence  by  referring 
to  the  evidence  I  gave  upon  the  subject  of  rock 
salt,  in  order  to  establish  the  preBomption  of 
the  natlona]  importance  of  the  salt  trade,  arising 
ftom  the  large  extent  of  British  capital  employ- 
ed in  the  trade,  and  the  considerable  nmnber  of 
perswa  dependent  npon  it  for  sopport  I,  at 
the  same  tiine,  stated  that  the  salt  trade  was  In 
a  very  depressed  state,  and  that  it  continued  to 
foil  off.  I  think  it  cannot  be  donbted  that  the 
salt  trade,  in  common  with  all  staple  Britiah 
mannfactnree,  is  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
Government;  and  the  British  mannfaclnrers  of 
salt  consider  that,  in  common  with  other  man- 
ufactures of  this  country,  they  are  entitled  to 
snch  protection,  in  particular  from  a  competi- 
tion at  home  with  foreign  mannfacturers ;  and, 
in  consequence,  they  hope  to  see  a  prohibitory 
duty  on  foreign  salt." 

Snch  was  3ie  petition  of  the  British  manu- 
facturers. They  urged  the  amount  of  their  cap- 
ital, the  depressed  state  of  their  hnsinesa,  the 
number  of  persons  dependent  npon  it  for  sup- 
port, the  duty  of  the  Government  to  protect  it, 
the  aoceasitj  for  a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign 
salt,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  making  more 
than  the  country  conld  consume.  The  min- 
istry backed  them  with  a  call  for  the  contin- 
nanoe  of  the  revenue,  one  million  five  hundred 
thonsand  pounds  sterling,  derived  from  the  salt 
tax ;  and  with  a  threat  to  lay  that  amount 
npon  something  else,  if  if  was  taken  off  of  salt. 
All  would  not  do.  Mr.  Oalcralt,  and  his  friends, 
appealed  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  overmling  conwderations  in  qnestions  of 
taiation.  They  denounced  the  tax  itself,  as  lit- 
tle less  than  impiety,  and  an  attack  npon  the 
goodness  and  wudom  of  God,  who  had  filled 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  with  salt  for  the  use  and  blessing  of  man, 
and  to  whom  it  whs  denied,  its  use  clogged  and 
fettered,  by  odious  and  abominable  taxes. 
They  demanded  the  whole  repeal ;  and  when 
the  ministry  and  the  manufacturers,  overpow- 
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ered  by  the  vcdee  of  the  people,  offered  to  give 
—  three-fourths  of  the  tai,  Uiey  bravely  reeiBt- 

the  proposition,  stood  out  for  total  reipeal, 
and  carried  it. 

Mr.  B.  oould  not  doubt  a  like  result  here, 
and  he  looked  forward,  with  infinite  aatiabo- 
tiott,  to  the  era  of  a  free  trade  in  aalL  The 
first  effect  of  snch  a  trade  would  be,  to  rednee 
the  ^ce  of  alum  salt,  at  the  import  (^ties,  to 
eight  or  nine  cents  a  bnsheL  The  second  effect 
would  be,  a  retnm  to  the  measured  bushel,  by 
getting  rid  of  the  tariff  regulation,  which  siil>- 
stituted  weight  for  measure,  and  reduced 
eighty-four  pounds  to  fifty.  The  third  effect 
would  be,  to  establish  a  great  trade,  carried  aa 
by  barter,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  countriei 
which  produce  alum  salt,  to  the  infinite  advan- 
tage and  comfort  of  both  parties.  He  examined 
the  operation  of  this  barter  at  N^ew  Orleana. 
He  Bwd,  this  pore  and  superior  salt,  made  en- 
tirely by  solar  evaporation,  came  from  coun- 
tries which  were  aeficieut  in  the  articles  of 
food,  in  which  the  West  abounded.  It  came 
ftom  the  West  Indies,  from  the  coaste  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  frvm  places  in  the  Medit«r- 
ranean ;  all  of  which  are  at  this  time  conaumerB 
of  American  provisions,  and  take  from  us  beed| 
pork,  bacon,  rice,  com,  com  meal,  fiour,  pota- 
toes, Ac  Their  salt  costs  them  almost  noth- 
ing. It  is  made  on  the  sea  beach  by  the 
power  of  the  sun,  with  Uttle  care  and  aid  fr<om 
man.  It  is  brought  to  the  United  States  as  bal- 
last, coatijig  nothing  for  the  transportation 
across  the  sea.  The  duty  alone  prevente  it 
fr^nn  coming  to  the  United  States  in  the  most 
unbounded  quantity.  Bemove  the  dnty,  and 
the  trade  would  be  prodigious.  A  bushel  of 
com  is  worth  more  than  a  sack  of  aalt  to  the 
half-starved  people  to  whom  the  sea  and  the 
sun  give  as  much  of  this  salt  as  they  will  rake 
up  and  pack  away.  The  levee  at  New  Orleans 
would  be  covered — the  worehonsea  wonld  be 
crammed  with  salt ;  the  barter  trade  would  be- 
come eztenfflve  and  universal ;  a  bushel  of  com, 
or  of  potatoes,  a  few  pounds  of  butter,  or  a  few 
pounds  of  bew  or  pork,  wonld  purchase  a  sack 
of  salt ;  the  steamboats  would  bring  it  up  for  a 
trifle;  and  all  the  upper  States  of  the  Great 
Valley,  where  salt  is  so  scarce,  so  dear,  and  so 
indispensable  for  rearing  stock  and  curing  pro- 
visions, In  addition  to  aU  its  obvious  naea, 
would  be  cheaply  and  abundantly  supplied  with 
that  article.  Mr.  B.  concluded  wiUi  saying, 
that,  next  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  pub- 
lic lands,  and  the  free  use  of  the  earth  for  labor 
and  cultivation,  he  considered  the  abolition  of 
the  salt  t«x,  and  a  free  trade  in  foreign  aalt,  as 
the  greatest  blessing  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment could  now  oestow  upon  the  people  of 
the  West. 

The  remaining  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  fhrther 

amended;  and,  the  ameninenta  t"' 

red  in,  were  ordered  t*    ' 
bill  read  a  third  time,  ai 
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Iiiq>4aeAm«nt  efjame*  B.  Pteh. 

At  13  o'clock  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into 
a  High  Oonrt  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  SviTH,  of  Harfland,  and  Hr.  OsufBEsa, 
who  were  absent  on  the  organization  of  the 
conrt,  being  present,  the  Yiok  Pkebidixt  ^- 
jninistered  &e  OBaal  oath  to  them. 

The  Bereeant-at-Arms  was  then  directed  to 
make  proctamation  in  the  nsnal  fbnn,  to  keep 
silence ;  after  which, 

The  Sergeantat-Anns  ntnmed  the  writ  of 
summons,  with  his  proceedings  thereon ;  Qiat 
is,  he  had  served  the  same  on  James  H.  Feck, 
on  Thnrsdaj  last,  in  the  cit;  of  Baltimore,  &nd 
had  left  with  him  a  copj  thereof;  to  the  tmtli 
of  which  be  was  sworn  bj  the  Secretarj. 

Proclamation  was  then  made  that  James  H. 
Peck  appear  and  answer  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment, and  he  accordingly  appeared,  attended 
by  Mr.  Wirt,  as  his  coonsel ;  and  being  seated 
wiOiin  the  bar. 

The  YioB  Fkisident  informed  Jadge  Feck 
that  the  oonrt  was  ready  to  receive  his  an- 

JcmoB  Pboe  rose,  and  addressed  the  Benate 
as  follows ; 

Mr.  P&itaroEHT :  I  appear,  in  obodienoe  to  a 
Bommona  from  this  honorable  Court,  to  answer 
an  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  me 
bj  tlie  honorable  the  Honse  of  Representativee ; 
and  I  have  a  motion  to  make,  which  I  request 
may  be  done  by  my  connseL 

The  Yios  Pbesoibnt  having  ngni£ed  the 
willingness  of  the  Conrt  to  receive  the  mo- 
lb.  WiBT  rose,  and,  having  read  reasons 
therefor,  BQhmitted  the  following  motjoa  in  be- 
half of  Judge  Feck : 

1.  That  a  reasonkble  time  may  be  alloired  me  to 
prepare  my  uuirer  knd  plea ;  and,  for  tUt  purpose, 
I  aiV  nntU  the  seth  da;  of  the  preunt  month. 

8.  Tbmt,  after  my  answer  and  plea  ihall  be  filed, 
proccM  for  witiieem  may  be  awarded  to  me,  and  a  i 
reaoonable  time  may  big  allowed  to  collect  my 
witneBBes  and  proo&  &om  the  State  of  Uiasoui. 
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Ordmd,  That  James  H.  Peck  file  his  answer  and 
{dee  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  the  article 
of  impeachment  exhibited  affainst  him  by  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTea,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday 
of  the  next  lesdon  of  Congress. 

Oritnd,  That  tlie  Secretary  notify  the  foregt^g 
order  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  to  JameB 
H.  Peck. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  order,  by 
striking  ont  the  "  second  Monday  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,"  and  inserting  the  2Bth 
day  of  the  present  month,  which  was  agreed 
to ;  and  the  order  was  then  made  as  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  0" '  wnmii',  the  Oonrt  ad- 
jonmed  to  meet  on  Tnesdaj,  tlie  3Gth  Instant, 
at  12  o'clock. 


MayttiHe  and  Lmnffton  (Smtiteky)  Tv'nipiit 
Btxtd. 

[On  the  IBlhj  14th,  and  ISth  of  May,  there 
was  mnch  business  done  in  Senate,  and  a 
number  of  bills  were  passed.  Among  otler 
bills  under  oonuderatiou  was  that  authorizing 
a  snbscription  of  stock  in  the  Maysville,  Waah- 
ington,  Paris,  and  Lexington  Turnpike  road. 
The  publishers  have,  in  their  possession,  only 
the  following  remarlu  by  Ur.  Tilzb.] 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  constitutional  argument  on  the  bill  now 
nnder  consideration.  He  should  wait  for  more 
favorable  anspices  before  he  ventured  to  dettdii 
the  Senate  by  suah  an  arsnment  The  period 
might  be  near  at  band,  wnen  the  principles  of 
the  oonstitntioa  woold  once  more  be  invoked, 
and  the  tme  democratic  party  be  called  npon 
to  rally  around  the  standard  which  was  nnfuri- 
ed  in  times  lon^  dnce  gone  by.  Whenever  the 
day  ahonld  amve  in  which  the  country  would 
be  so  far  relieved  from  the  oohappy  spell  in 
which  it  had  been  bound,  as  to  listen  with  at- 
tention to  an  exposition  oi  this  subject,  on  con- 
stitutional grounds,  he  would  not  be  wanting 
in  his  dutv.  I  was  (said  Mr.  T.)  in  that  Con- 
gress which  was  the  first  to  ent«r  gravely  into 
the  discuaaion  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
this  Qovemment  to  make  roads  and  canals.  I 
then  attentively  weighed  all  that  was  urged  by 
the  advocates  of  the  system — if  system  that 
may  be  called,  which  is  none — and  my  decision 
was  agunst  them.  Every  subsequent  refleo- 
tioa  has  confirmed  the  opinion  then  expressed ; 
and  the  experience  of  the  last  six  years  has  sat- 
isfied me  that,  in  its  exercise,  all  that  is  dear 
and  should  i>e  considered  sacred  in  our  institn- 
tions  is  put  to  hazard.  Experience  is  the  pat- 
ent of  tme  wisdom,  and  the  lighte  which  she 
has  famished  upon  this  subject  ought  to  be 
bright  enough  to  conduct  our  footeteps  back  to 
the  path  &om  which  we  have  strayed.  Can  any 
1  say  in  what  this  system  is  to  end  t  F6r- 
'ly,  it  was  held  to  be  national.  I  have  no 
such  word  in  mj  political  vocabulary.  A  na> 
tion  of  twenty-four  nations,  is  an  idea  which  I 
cannot  realize.  A  confederacy  may  embrace 
many  nations ;  hut  by  what  pEoceaa  twenty- 
fonr  can  be  converted  into  one,  I  am  still  to 
leam.  Yes,  sir,  formeriy  it  was  contended  that 
the  road-making  powers  could  only  be  exerted 
over  national  objects,  but  now  it  is  gravelj  con- 
tended that  every  thing  is  national,  ana  that 
the  bounty  of  this  Qovemment  may  be  exerted 
in  aiding  to  construct  a  rood  but  sixty  miles 
long.  And  what  do  we  heart  Why,  that  the 
stock  thus  taken  up  by  the  Government  is  des- 
tined, in  the  end,  to  yield  a  handsome  divi- 
dend ;  that  this  road  runs  through  the  most  fer- 
tile district  of  country  in  the  world,  and  is  the 
great  thoroughfare  through  the  State  of  £eii< 
tucky.  Let  me  remar^  that  it  is  by  no  means 
the  least  snrprising  circumstance  connected 
with  it,  that,  when  its  advantages  are  so  de- 
ddedlf  great,  and  the  promised  dividend  oil 
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the  stock  so  luge,  tbe  State  of  Eeotnokf  itaelK 
if  its  oitjiens  net  ralnctant  to  sabsorilM,  ^onld 
not  take  up  the  cUx^.  Whj  p«rmit  this  Got- 
emm«Dt  ajreadj'  posseeeed  or  sooli  abundant 
■onroes  of  revenue,  to  engross  thts  alao  t  Whf 
(offer  it,  from  thU  time,  and  forever,  to  levj  a 
tax  for  the  benefit  of  other  portions  ik  the  con- 
federscj  on  tlie  good  people  of  Eentncky  t  Let 
thetraUibeEpotceii.  The  benefits  of  the  contem- 
plated Hubtcription  are  destined  to  arise  to  cer- 
tain individnals,  who  have  been  incorporated 
bj  the  Legialature  of  that  State  to  conatraot 
this  road.  Their  fortonee  are  to  be  advanced, 
and  they  are  earnestly  urging  ns  to  ud  them  in 
tMs  enterprise.  Now,  sir,  I  deMre  Benators  to 
reflect  npbn  the  oonseqnences  of  passing  this 
bill.  In  all  oar  legislation  we  shoDld  act  upon 
an  enlarged  principle — the  principle  of  eijoal 
JDstioe.  If  we  sabscribe  to  this  undertaking, 
where  shall  we  stop  !  Wbat  company  shall  we 
denr,  or  what  work  shall  we  refose  to  aidt 
Will  jon  fud  all  the  works  of  equal  extent — 
every  road  of  lixtr  miles  in  lengm !  If  we  do 
not,  shall  we  not  be  Jostly  chargeable  with  in- 
JDsticet  But,  sir,  upon  what  prinoiple  is  it 
that  we  shall  limit  onr  sobecrinQons  to  roads 
of  precisely  the  same  extent  with  thJs  t  Why 
not,  if  they  shall  faU  a  UtUe  short  of  this  f  I 
aak  of  gentlemen  to  show  me  the  limit  of  their 
principle.  PasB  this  bill,  (flsid  Mr.  T.,)  and  no 
man  can  set  bonnds  to  the  applications  which 
will  be  made  to  ns  at  the  next  sesaion.  We 
■hall  have  a  perftot  Jnmble  of  all  manner  of 
schemes  and  plans ;  national  and  local ;  pnblio 
and  private ;  in  lawyer's  phrase,  a  perfM 
botohpotoh.  Can  any  Qovemment  bear  Roch  an 
operation  t  Oan  any  community  exist  in  peace 
under  snoh  a  system!  It  will  terminate  pre- 
cisely OS  has  done  another  magnificent  scheme. 
Four  or  five  years  ago,  onr  ingenioas  politiciana 
found  the  power  in  the  oonstitotlon  to  improve 
harbors,  and  to  make  onr  rivers  navigable. 
They  began  with  roadstoada  for  the  navy ;  and 
in  what  has  it  terminated)  Let  our  obser- 
vation this  seedon  Ulnatrate.  We  have  got 
now  to  snrveying  creeks  whioh  have  not  water 
enough  to  keep  at  work  a  common  grist  mill. 
The  appropriation  made  bnt  the  other  day,  for 
the  survey  of  Uonsen  Biver,  in  the  Btate  of 
Maine,  in  the  very  face,  too,  of  an  erolanation 
of  its  actual  conation,  made  by  the  OhairmBn 
of  the  Committee  of  Oommerce,  has  left  me  no 
room  to  hope  that  any  opposition  to  the  bill 
now  under  consideration  will  be  snccessfnl.  It 
is,  nevertheless,  my  ^nty,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  to  state  to 
the  Senate  the  objections  which  I  have  to  it. 
When  the  sabieot  was  before  the  committee,  it 
waa  attempted  to  show  that  it  was  bat  the  part 
of  a  scheme,  more  enlarged  and  more  extensive. 
It  waa  said  to  be  bnt  a  link  in  a  great  road 
hereafter  to  be  finished  by  this  Government 
from  Zaneaville.  in  Ohio,  to  a  point  opposite  to 
Maysville,  on  the  Ohio  Kiver;  and  from  Lex- 
ington to  Nashville;  and  from  thence  on  to 
Florence,  in  Alabama.     On  this   ground,  it 


claimed  nationality  of  character.  The  duin 
was  broken  by  the  interposition  of  the  Ohio 
River ;  and  what  was  to  be  done  to  sapplf  it,  I 
do  not  know.  A  bridge  would  scarcely  hsTt 
been  thought  o^  and  a  ferry,  founded  by  u- 
thority  of  this  Government,  might  sabject  to 
too  severe  a  test  this  Toad-making  power. 
Now,  ur,  it  is  the  earnest  thing  ims^aUelt 
make  a  road  a  national  road.  Every  road  is 
the  country  readily  betximea  so.  Each  is  «»■ 
nected  with  every  other,  whether  by  a  strv^ 
line  or  otherwise,  is  not  material.  The  uij^ 
at  which  the  oonnty  road  passing  by  my  iixt 
intersecte  the  prindpal  road  leading  from  thii 
city  to  Bichmond,  and  from  thence  to  Himlt- 
viUe,  in  Alabama,  whether  it  be  a  right  sn^ 
or  an  acute  an^e,  most  be  wholly  immatariil 
It  Is  a  part  of  a  national  road,  and  is  mediilelj 
or  immediately  connected  with  eveir  otbir 
road  in  the  United  States.  If  this  IbyBriEe 
road  rested  on  a  pivot,  and  contd  be  turned 
round  from  its  present  piDsture  of  east  and  vest, 
to  north  and  sonth,  it  would  be  still  as  mucli  i 
national  road  as  it  now  is.  The  only  differesM 
wonld  be,  that  it  would  lead  to  other  StatM 
and  to  other  oitiee.  Here,  then,  is  the  termina- 
tion of  this  eutpendons  national  scheme— ttut 
great  American  system  of  road-making  and  t*r 
nal-di^ing — this  system,  in  support  of  vbidi 
the  constitution  waa  careftUly  scanned  throorfi 
all  its  provisions.  Here  is  exhibited  the  ri^tnl 
exercise  of  this  power  under  the  anthortj  to 
raise  an  army,  and,  ex  tri  brmint,  to  coiutnct 
a  permanent  road  for  military  purposes.  He« 
the  great  power  of  r^olatiug  commerce,  not  in 
truth  by  making  rnlea  or  regalationa  by  *liid' 
it  shall  be  carried  on  between  the  State^  bnt 
by  affording  Eocilitiea  in  travelling  from  lliji- 
ville  to  Lexington,  a  distance  of  sixty  miUa 
Splendid  and  magnificent,  tmly,  has  this  mit 
American  system  become,  now  that  thit  Got- 
emment  is  set  down  by  the  side  of  some  f«w  o 
the  citizens  of  Uaron,  Bourtxw,  and  FsjeC* 
connlies.  to  deliberate  upon  the  important  qu*- 
tiona  which  mnst  arise  in  the  constmiitioiia 
this  road,  whether  there  shall  be  a  eart-loid  a 
sand  or  gravel,  more  or  lees,  deposited  on  Una 
spot  or  on  that 
It  has  pleased  one  gentleman  in  this  dsbst* 
indulge  in  certain  remarks  relative  to  tM 
condition  in  which  Virginia  is  placed  frw"^ 
want  of  good  roads ;  and  he  has  been  pl*'^ 
to  denounce  onr  prejndioea,  as  he  has  thoopil 
proper  to  call  them.  I  have  bnt  one  r^lf  ^ 
make  to  the  Boiakir,  and  it  is,  that  we  is  line 
desire  his  sympathies  as  we  deserve  his  dennn- 
dation.  If  we  are  content  with  onr  BiRi*t'*|j 
Burdy  no  one  else  has  any  right  to  complvn  a 
it.  The  Senator  might  have  drawn  very  differ- 
ent conduflions  in  reference  to  ua,  from  tM 
very  facts  which  he  has  stated.  Sir,  I  ffiU  ■W' 
deny  that  my  native  State  would  be  grestv 
benefited  by  lie  application  of  govemmeDlal  re- 
sources to  its  improvement.  NoStateinlhisoon- 
federacy  reqnires  the  expenditure  of  larger  sam 
of  money  to  olgects  of  internal  improTOWnil 
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■nd  none  would  be  mora  benefited  br  snob  ap- 
plication. When  Uien  we  sUnd  aloof  tima  tiiu 
B7Btem ;  when  we  dose  our  eara  to  the  Bjren 
Toioe  which  baa  won  bo  man;  others  to  the 
BOpport  of  these  measmm  what  ie  tbe  trae  at- 
litDde  in  which  we  Btond  before  tiie  world  t 
Can  we  be  charged  with  interested  or  telfiah 
designs  or  ffeelings  t  If  we  were  aetnated  by 
an;  Booh,  we  shooid  reach  forth  oar  hands,  and 
gather  tiis  golden  frnit  Instead  of  thit  we 
give  no  vote  for  thoee  measures,  even  which 
apperbdn  to  our  immediate  benefit;  ag^nst 
t£e  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Diamal  Swamp 
canal,  the  Senators  of  Virginia  on  this  floor 
have  nnifonnly  voted.  No,  sir,  we  will  never 
consent  to  sacnfioe  the  constitation  of  this  land 
to  a  mere  ephemeral  policy.  Pleasnre  has  ever 
more  been  represented  by  poets  and  by  painters 
aa  dothed  in  peipetnal  smiles,  Hid  adorned 
-wiUi  Hie  richek  Jewels;  and  in  real  life,  we 
have  known  many  who,  aUnred  by  her  decep- 
tions, blandiEbment&  and  hollow  bnt  showy 
teroptations,  have  followed  as  she  pointed,  nntil 
min  has  bfflTallen  them.  80  will  it  be  with  us 
aa  a  confederated  repnblio.  These  are  the  feel- 
ings and  sentiments  of  thoae  whom  I  represent 
on  this  floor.  Unmoved  by  the  whispering  of 
a  seductive  policy,  Virginia  can  only  regard 
that  course  of  governmental  action  as  sound, 
which  falls  clearly  within  the  pale  of  the  oon- 
Btitation.  Think  yon,  At,  that  we  were  more 
insensible  than  others  to  the  advantages  of 
good  roads  and  canals  f  Fot  so,  (said  Mr,  T.,} 
let  them  be  made  ont  of  the  proper  treasury — 
that  of  each  State ;  and  tbey  will  find  in  no 
qnarter  a  more  devoted  adrocate  than  myself. 
But  when  the  interposition  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  invoked,  and  the  high  reward  which  an 
exuberant  Treasury  o&rs,  is  held  ont,  I  say 
Day  to  the  exercise  of  the  power.  It  is  in  vain 
that  gentlemen  represent  to  me  the  beneflts  of 
the  system.  It  is  In  vain  that  I  am  told  of  its 
being  a  barmlesa  policy.  Show  me  the  grant 
in  the  constitution  in  plain  terms,  not  extorted 
b7  a  forced  interpretation,  and  not  until  then 
-mil  I  listen  to  you.  In  my  youth,  I  remember 
to  have  read  in  that  wisest  irf  all  wise  books,  if 
the  moral  be  well  observed,  I  mean,  .^sop,  the 
foble  of  the  cock  and  the  fox ;  and  as  it  serves 
to  illustrate  my  feelings  and  views  on  this  par- 
tlonlar  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it  as  well 
as  my  memory  enables  ma  to  do  it.  A  fox,  in 
Boarch  of  prey,  passed  by  the  door  of  a  hen 
roost,  and,  finding  the  door  looked,  resolved  to 
-br  his  skill  in  obtaining  admission.  He  resort- 
ed to  an  expedient,  sir,  which  so  often  proves 
encoessAil  in  the  aSUrs  of  the  world,  that  of 


;  heard  that  the  cock 
the  cock  assured  him 
that  his  health' was  perfectly  good,  and  much 
the  better  from  the  circumstance  of  Ur.  fox 
being  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  and  the  door 
being  looked.  The  fox  pretended  not  to  credit 
this,  and  desired  permiesion  to  see  him,  so  that 


he  might  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  firom  ocu- 
lar demons&ation ;  and  such  was  his  great  anx- 
iety to  look  in  upon  him,  that  he  urged  the 
very  humblest  request  of  being  only  permitted 
to  get  his  nose  in  at  the  door.  The  cock  verj 
wisely  refused  this  permission,  declarinK  to  him 
at  the  same  time,  that,  if  he  pennittea  him  to 
get  his  nose  in,  his  whole  body  would  soon  fol- 
low. Snch  were  my  feeling  when  this  road- 
making  power  was  first  clauned  fbr  this  Gov- 
ernment But,  sir,  it  was  vain  that  Virginia 
protested  against  It^  Vain  that  she  uned  upon 
others  the  moral  of  the  fable  which  I  have  jott 
recited.  The  good  and  true  State,  North  Oaro- 
lina,  reasoned  as  did  Virginia ;  but  all  in  vain. 
This  harmless  and  beneficent  power  was  yield- 
ed ;  and  what  has  followed,  let  the  whole  South 
testify.  She  can  bear  wibiees  throughout  all 
her  borders ;  measure  after  measnre  has  fol- 
lowed; until  powers  as  supreme  and  as  univer- 
sal are  cliumed  for  this  Government,  as  if  the 
parchment  upon  your  table  had  never  been  ex- 
ecuted. Tlie  internal  policy  of  the  Statee  pre- 
Boribed,'the  industry  of  the  country  r^ulated, 
and  all  the  mere  oharitiee  of  life  exercised  aa 
fully  by  this  Government  as  by  an  imperial 
monarch.  The  States  sinking  every  day  with 
accelerated  velocity  into  the  condition  of  mere 
provinces ;  and  a  great  national  Ooverament 
to  grow  ont  of  the  ruins  of  the  confederacy. 
Oan  the  people  of  these  States  be  reoondled  to 
this?  Or,  will  they  continue  snplne,  until  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  Oovemment  is  changed! 
Sir,  does  any  one  believe  that  we  can  exist  un- 
der a  consolidated  National  Government  t 
Look  to  the  present  condition  of  things,  and 
the  question  is  answered.  1  ask  every  member 
of  this  House,  whether  it  could  have  been  con- 
ceived, that,  when  this  American  system  w>a 
entered  upon,  the  results  which  are  now  con- 
stantiy  transpiring  wonld  have  arism.  What 
scenes  are  exhibited  on  the  legislative  Unat 
nuder  Qie  infinenoe  of  the  fedingi  of  local  in- 
terest! I  do  but  glance  at  them,  and  will 
not  dwell  upon  them.  When  were  sectional 
lines  ever  before  so  strongly  drawn!  Bnt  I 
forbear,  sir,  I  forbear.  Let  thoee  who  believe 
that  a  National  Government  will  best  suit  our 
condition^  turn  to  the  map,  and  their  doubta  will 
be  solved.  A  country  embratung  so  great  an 
extant  of  territory — possessing  such  a  diverwty 
of  interests;  one  extremity  congealed  by  the 
frosts  of  an  almost  perpetual  winter,  the  other 
parched  by  almost  tropical  suns.  Oan  a  Na- 
tional Legislature  know  the  interests  of  theae 
extremes,  feel  their  wanta,  or  advance  tiidr 
wishes  1  It  is  in  vain  to  disguise  it ;  a  central 
Gi>venunent  here,  call  it  by  what  name  yon 
please,  which  shall  attempt  to  l^islate  fbr  local 
mtereste,  is  an  open  and  minifest  despotism. 
Ingenuity  is  tortured  to  bring  this  Government 
to  this.  The  first  fruits  are  Intter  raoi^; 
combinations  have  arisen,  and  combination  will 
follow  combination,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
The  South  now  suffers,  and  anon  it  will  be  the 
torn  of  the  North  ana  of  the  West.    Suppose 
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that  all  Europe  existed  under  a  oonaolidated 
Qovemmeiit,  each  State  being  degraded  to  the 
oondition  of  a  mere  principuitj,  what  8oeu< 
would  not  be  exhibited,  and  how  tremeadoae 
tjT&oaj  would  be  created,  wielded  not  by  a 
single  man,  btit  b^  Htera,  iiiflexibla,  Immorable 
mt^oritiea  ?  Bossia,  PmBua,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark, imiting  with  Aastria,  would  «Termore 
wage  a  war  of  plunder  against  Fraooe  and  the 
eonthem  provincea.  The  more  fer^e  the  oonn- 
tiy,  and  more  genial  tbe  climat«,  the  greater 
t«Dptation  to  combine  agynst  it  with  a  Tiew 
to  leglalative  plmider.  Who  can  donbt  this? 
And  7et  the  Statea  of  this  Union  are  not  differ- 
ently oircamstanced.  A  National  GoTemment, 
acting  here  through  tbe  instrnmentalit;  of  law. 
In  other  words,  in  obedience  to  an  nnderleogne  of 
intereata,  will  operate  aa  forcibly  and  as  ftitallr. 
The  gentleman  has  In  tlieee  oonsiderationa  the 
tme  foondatLon  of  our  prcgndioee,  if  so  thej  are 
to  be  called.  We  opposed  oaraelvea  to  everj 
strained  conatniction  of  the  constitntion,  nnder 
the  knowledge  that  the  ooncesatoa  of  one  pow- 
er, however  alight,  leads  to  the  claim  of  an- 
otber,  and  another,  nntil  all  will  be  gone. 

It  has  become  cnBtotnarj,  of  late  years,  to 
ridicule  the  Virginia  doctrines,  as  the;  are  call- 
ed. That  State  which  has  stood  hj  this  Union, 
through  good  and  throngh  evil  report,  is  eneer-- 
ed  at  and  reviled.  Bo  was  it  in  former  time*. 
Under  the  first  Adams  she  was  declared  rebel- 
lions and  fsotions ;  and  it  was  said  that  her  re- 
publicans should  be  trampled  into  dost  and 
ashes.  She,  nevBrtheleaa,  with  Kentnokj, 
raised  her  voice  agunst  the  infractions  of  the 
constitadon.  She  does  the  same  now.  And 
what  were  the  infractions  agdnst  which  she 
then  protested,  in  oompaiiaon  with  those 
againat  which  she  now  protests !  Bad  enough 
tbej  were,  it  is  tme.  But  the  art  of  construing 
the  oonstitatioD,  and  the  efforts  to  make  it  a 
nose  of  wax,  was  then  but  barely  commenced. 
The  sedition  law  was  passed,  and  thereby  Uke 
principle  of  force  was  resorted  to.  Now,  sir,  a 
more  insidious,  and  a  more  dangerous  princi- 
ple is  brought  into  action.  Money  ia  now  relied 
npon ;  oupidity — aTarioe,  are  the  infernal  agents 
now  invoked.  These  are  the  fatal  siatera  who 
weave  the  web  of  our  deeldnj ;  and,  if  we  do 
not  destroy  that  web  before  we  come  to  l>e 
more  fnlly  entangled,  if  we  permit  first  an  arm 
and  then  a  leg  to  ha  tied  up,  there  will  be  left 


the  effort^  and,  by  drawing  hack  this  Govern- 
ment to  its  le^timate  orbit,  save  onr  institn- 
tions  fhtm  destruction.  Hy  untiring  efforts 
■hall  not  be  wanting  in  so  holy  a  cause.  But 
if  we  surrender  ourselves  into  the  bands  of  in- 
genious politiciana,  those  aspirants  for  high 
office  who  seek  evermore  to  enlist  in  their  sup- 
port the  strongest  pasdona  of  homan  n&ture, 
with  a  view  t«  their  individoal  aggrandizement 
tbe  ark  of  the  covenant  will  be^estroyed,  and 
the  temple  rent  in  twain.  Let  ns  expel  the 
money  bnangera  from  that  temple,  and  intro- 
dnoe  the  only  true  worship.    In  this  way  only, 


a  folly  Si 
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The  Senate  ia  indebted  for  these  nmufa  U 
the  grsfautooa  sttaok  which  has  beeo  miie 
opon  Vhrgiidft  in  this  debate.  Tber  btra  bea 
aa  tmpremeditated  as  thatatUdk  wu  mei^ 
ed;  hntloonldDQtEoKgotlwopfiwtimi^ttiv 
afforded  Die  of  enresring  my  feebngg. 

[Hw  bill,  as  it  la  known,  pamd  the  Beuk.] 


S^TtBDAT,  Uoy  3a. 
BaJtimore  and  Ohio  BaUread, 

The  bill  anthorinng  a  subscription  to  tb 
stock  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Ont- 

my,  was  taken  up  as  unfinished  boeisen. 

Mr.  Gbusdt  said  be  would  Hke  to  know  tin 
price  which  the  stock  of  that  oompuy  wdoI^ 

immand  in  market;  and,  previous  to  his  voting 

1  the  subject,  he  woold  make  an  in<iiiirj  to 
thai  effect  of  the  Senators  from  Marjlsad. 

Mr.  SioTE,  of  Maryland,  «ud  he  did  iKt 
know  that  tie  could  give  the  gentlemu  ba 
Tennessee  a  satisfactory  answer  to  hia  qotr;. 
The  Block  waa  now  at  par,  but  if  forced  iBto  tii 
market,  he  did  not,  and  could  not,  vith  u; 
degree  of  certainty,  aay  what  it  would  mII  fbr. 
The  company  was  certain  of  saocess.  fi  w« 
oalculatad  that  the  annual  proceeds  w<m 
amount  to  eigb^  thousand  dollars;  bnt,(Mi« 
the  most  moderate  and  reasonable  calcnlitiw, 
it  would  produce  an  annnal  incoiue  of  fcitf 
thousand  dollars,  which  muat  hedirid«dtiDDSt 
the  stockboldeia. 

An  amendment  having  been pri^Msed  bjlb. 
LtTmaeTOH,  which  required  that  the  tiin^U 
meet  the  sntMcriplJon  on  the  part  of  the  UdUm 
States  should  be  drawn  from  the  salea  of  ouv 
Btocks  invested  in  works  of  aimilar  clisncts^ 
Mr.  L.  urged  the  propriety  and  neMraitj^ 
such  a  course,  in  a  speeob  of  great  fbrMwJ 
eloquence.  He  said  tJiat  tbe  nnmeroua  •M 
heavy  calls  on  tbe  Government  for  _*"" JJ 
works  of  internal  improvement,  m  Afiii*"' 
sections  of  the  country,  admoni^ed  him  tl* 
nothing  could  save  the  system  of  intenul  i* 
provement  from  destruction,  but  the  odoptko  « 
some  such  measure  as  that  which  he  had  p 
posed.  When  the  ^plications,  now  bewrt 
Congress,  for  dd  in  the  execution  of  ^^"i 
internal  improvement,  were  oontemplale'ii  ^ 
the  amount  of  money  which  they  would  rejaW 
enumerated,  and  viewed  in  connection  witt  "* 
numerous  dumants  who  arc  now  ealline  uP* 
the  country  for  debts  which  were  justlj  d* 
them,  he  saw  no  alternative  left  bat  ths  ad»- 
tion  of  this  measure.     The  Treasury  «  ™ 

ion  would  otherwise  prove  utterlj  iM"" 
quote  to  meet  tbe  calls  of  the  different  «* 
panics  engaged  in  works  of  internal  '"'P'^J^ 
ment,  most  of  which  had  equal  chums  on  1» 
aid  of  the  Government  to  carry  their  nw*" 
into  effect.  Unlesa  this  system  was  saopw 
and  the  fonda  of  the  General   Goven)i»» 
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trenaferred  from  Uie  one  to  the  other,  bb  soon 
■8  tLe  works  in  which  the7  were  invented  ahall 
have  been  completed  imd  in  full  operation,  the 
beat  MenilB  of  internal  improTement«  wooM  be 
fbroed  to  abandon  them,  and  tbe  whole  sjatem 
■wonld  fall  into  diarepnt*.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  devoted  Menda  of  the  STstem,  and  it  waa 
therefore  that  he  took  thi«  means  of  endeavor- 
ins  to  preserve  it 

Mr.  w  nSTKB  B^d  he  agreed  witii  the  Senator 
ftt>m  Louiaiana,  in  tbe  prinoiplea  laid  down  In 
hia  amendment  heretofore  offered  to  thia  bilL 
He  thought  that  the  fdnds  of  tbe  General  Oot- 
«mment  in  worka  of  Internal  improvement 
ooght  to  be  a  circulating  fnnd,  to  l>e  applied  aa 
circnmatanoee  might  demand,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  and  promoting  those  worka  in 
different  aectiona  of  the  country ;  and  when  the 
works  have  been  effected,  the  stock  Bhotild  be 
stdd  ont.  and  agaia  applied  to  the  enconrage- 
ment  of  similar  woru.  But  he  thonsht  that 
the  diapoaal  of  these  etooka  required  tne  exer- 
oioe  of  great  prudence  and  dlooretion ;  beconae, 
if  the  market  waa  glutted  witii  f^Dds  of  this 
oharaoter,  it  woold  wodnoe  depreciation  in  the 
price  of  these  stooko,  at  once  injoriona  to  the 
Government  and  the  other  atoekholders. 


,g  also  the  reoBODs  wh;  its  passage  should 
be  delayed ;  and  he  rose  at  thia  time  to  make 
a  few  remarka  eicltitively  on  tbe  amendment 
now  proposed.  He  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the 
printuple  which  the  amendntent  aaanmed,  of 
returning  to  the  Government  the  snma  which 
might  be  advanced  to  promote  varions  schemes 
of  internal  ipiprovement  He  did  not  snppoae 
the  idea  hod  uiywbere  been  entertained,  that 
the  Government  was  to  remain  permandntly  a 
stockholder  in  the  numerona  corporations  to 
which,  from  to  time,  it  had  contribnt^d,  or 
diould  hereafter  oootiibate  aid.    At  a  proper 

r'od,  and  nnder  a  Jadicioas  system,  he  thought 
ras  fit  that  the  capital,  ao  often  neoes- 
earj  to  bring  into  existence  an  improvement 
highly  naefitl  in  itael^  and  wliich,  in  its  in- 
cipient state,  might  fail  witboat  our  patronage, 
abonld  be  re-oconpied,  after  its  purpose  was 
Booomplisbed,  and  re-Invested  io  some  other 
improvement,  equally  useful,  and  equally  re- 
quiring aid.  In  these  general  views,  he  oon- 
cnrred  with  the  Senator  from  Louisiana ;  and 
If  he  wonld  lay  a  foundation  for  thissystem,  by 
procuring  sncn  information  of  the  value  and 
peculiar  character  of  the  various  items  of  onr 
property  thus  engaged,  he  woold  unite  in  adopt- 
ing and  protecting  it.  But  waa  it  wise  to  b^n 
at  the  point  whence  the  Senator  propoaed  to 
«t«rt  hia  project  t  Oould  we  be  asked  first  to 
offer  onr  property  in  the  market,  and  after- 
warda  infbrm  ourselves  of  ita  value  1  The  ques- 
tion asked  by  the  Senator  fhnn  Tenueesee,  (Mr. 
Qbundt,)  and  the  answer  of  hia  colleague, 
(Gen.  Smith,)  fnlly  illnatrated  this  matter. 
Neither  of  these  Senators  knew  any  thing  of 
tb«  value  of  tiie  stock  of  the  Ohio  Oanol ;  and 


probably  every  other  Senator  on  thia  floor  was 
OB  uninformed  on  the  subject.  The  same  remark 
would,  no  doubt,  apply  to  nearly  all  stocks  of 
the  kind  owned  by  the  Government  The  tame 
bad  not  yet  arrived  when  these  various  works 
of  intomal  improvement  had  been  prosecuted 
to  an  extent  to  give  them  the  value  they  must 
ultimately  command,  as  articles  of  sale ;  nor 
could  it  be  otherwise.  It  was  only  at  a  com- 
paratively late  period  that  the  finances  and  en- 
gagements of  the  Government  had  placed  in  its 
oon^I  the  pecuniary  means  of  aiding  in  the 
accomplishment  of  gr^t  national  improvements, 
involving  more  expenditure  than  individual 
wealth  oonld  famish.  The  character  and  na- 
ture of  these  operations  necessarily  made  tbe 
day  of  return  too  distant  &om  the  day  of  ex- 

enditure,  to  Justify  tbe  expectaliou  of  their 
ing  now  in  a  state  of  maturity,  either  to  prove 
tbe  actual  value  of  the  investment,  or  to  com- 
mand that  value  if  offered  for  sale.  The  most 
striking  evidence  of  thia  truth  is  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  one  of  these  improvements, 
which  had  been  oUnded  to  in  debate  a  few  days 
ago.  It  was  then  s^d,  the  stock  in  the  Cbesa- 
poake  and  Delaware  Canal  was  worth,  in  the 
market,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars 

Kshwe,  on  which  two  hundred  dollara  had 
a  paid.  Now  (said  Hr.  0.)  it  is  a  matter 
within  my  personal  knowledge,  that,  five  or  six 
years  ago,  shares  in  this  Canal  Oompany,  on 
which  one  hundred  dollars  had  been  paid,  were 
sold  for  twenty  dollars ;  and  at  a  period  very 
shortly  prior  to  the  oommenoement  of  ita  opera- 
tions, Uie  price  was  merely  nomin^  and  it 
conld  not,  probably,  have  been  sold  at  a  dis- 
count of  twenty-flve  per  cent,  or  perhaps  fifty. 
It  had  scarcely  commenced  ita  operations,  im- 
peded OS  it  is  with  difficnldes,  for  the  removal 
of  some  of  which  yon  have^  within  a  few  days, 
provided,  and  it  uready  yields,  we  are  told,  a 
fair  interest  ou  the  capital,  and  a  prioe  less  only 
by  five  or  ax  per  cent  than  par.  To  construct 
an  immense  oansl  or  nulroad  ia  a  work  of  muoh 
time,  and  while  in  progress  tt  is  neceeaarily  nn- 
prodnctdve.  Few  individuala  have  the  ^ility 
to  invest  their  funds  in  an  enterpriae  which 
placea  them  for  so  long  a  period  out  of  active 
clrcnlation,  let  the  ultimate  prospect  of  profit 
be  what  it  may.  But,  whenever  the  enterprise 
is  BO  tbr  completed  as  to  return  a  prompt  and 
punctual  interest  or  dividend,  it  becomes  at 
once  a  salable  property.  The  various  improve- 
ments to  which  the  Government  has  contributed 
its  aid,  are  not  odvanoed  to  this  state  of  ma- 
turity, and,  least  of  tJI,  the  Ohio  and  Chesa- 
peake Canal,  the  one  indicated  by  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana,  (Hr.  Iivirostoh.) 

These  considerations  had  convinced  him  that 
this  was  not  the  period  at  which  our  stocks 
oould  be  sold  to  advantage.  He  believed  no  pru- 
dent individual,  owning  such  property,  would, 
under  such  circumstances,  think  of  selling  it; 
being  himself  uninformed  of  its  amount,  its 
probable  future  value,  its  present  enrrent 
price,  and   the    contingencies  on  which  d»- 
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But  (eoid  Mr.  0.)  the  ameDdm«at  is  atiU  more 
ottjeotionable  on  other  groaoda.  Tbis  ajOMa 
of  inMnul  improTemeat  oan  oolj  be  snatuiMd 
by  a  t^  and  equal  distribalioa  of  the  &Tor  and 
aMutanoe  of  the  GoTemmeat,  in  the  propwtioTi 
vhiob  the  MTerBl  objeota  nutr  bear  to  the  great 
int«reata  of  the  conDtr;f.  The  frienda  c^tUa 
bill  present  to  joar  notice  an  object  of  vaat  im- 
portonoe  in  its  reladona  to  the  GoTenmMnt,  aa 
well  aa  to  an  immeiue  mam  of  iadivldaals,  and 
to  many  of  the  Statea.  No  acbeme  ao  grand, 
none  of  ao  great  practical  beoefita,  in  a  aeaaon 
of  war  or  in  years  of  peace,  has  ever  eoggested 
,  itself  as  practicable  since  tiie  daja  of  the  "  Fa- 
ther of  his  country,"  who  first  >Dggeet«d  thla 
mode  of  connectiog  the  Western  waters  with 
the  Atlantic byaninteriorooimnnnlc^on;  and 
yet  to  the  bill  mnting  to  thia  object  the  oom- 
paratively  small  contribntian  of  two  hundred 
and  Boventf-flTe  thonaand  dollara,  in  the  way 
of  snbacription  to  its  stock,  it  is  propoeed  to 
annex  a  limitation,  a  oondition,  a  restrunt, 
which  has  never  before  been  annexed  to  an;, 
the  leaat  of  all  your  improvements.  The  Sena- 
tor who  offers  this  provimon,  Mjt  he  ia  a  friend 
to  thia  bilL  He  is,  oertunly,  a  firm  and  well- 
blown  friend  to  fair  and  eqiul  jnatioe,  Now  I 
pat  to  him  (said  Kr.  0.)  and  to  the  Senate,  the 
question,  whether  it  be  fair  and  eqnal  jnatioe 
to  impose  on  thia  grant  a  condition  orreetr^t 
which  haa  never  been  Imposed  on  any  aimilar 
grant  to  othe^^  either  at  a  former  seadoa  of 
Oongreaa  or  doring  the  present.  We  have  for 
jears  past  bestowed  onr  patronage  on  works 
of  internal  improvement;  the  beneficent  arm 
of  the  Government  has  been  extended  to  aoa- 
tatn  and  cherish  these  objects  in  variooa  seo- 
taons  of  the  Union,  and  often  when  no  other 
power  oonld  have  preserved  them  from  deetmo- 
tjon;  bat  to  all  we  have  given  onr  ud  without 
this  condition  or  restrainL  During  the  six 
months  to  vhich  the  present  saaaion  has  ex- 
tended, we  have  again  exerted  this  twnefloent 
power  of  the  Qovemment ;  and  in  one  case — 
the  Mnyaville  and  Lexington  road— of  a  charac- 
ter BO  donbtful  in  the  view  of  some  gentleman, 
that  the  Preaidentof  the  United  States  is  said  to 
hesitate  whether  he  will  approve  of  the  act  of 
the  two  Honsea  of  Oongrees;  yet  we  have  seen 
no  condition  or  restraint  imposed  or  att«mpted. 
Then,  whj,  be  again  aaked  why  select  thia 
bill,  and  make  it  the  victim  of  this  new  oonoep- 
tion,  never  before  snggeated  or  even  thought  of 
aa  a  rider  to  such  a  bill.  The  grant  asked  for 
is  moderate  in  amonnt;  eatjmatin^itbytheolgect 
to  l)e  effected,  the  bill  asks  that  it  may  be  made 
on  the  terms  on  which  all  others^  witboot  ex- 
oeption,  have  obtmnad  it.  The  demand  then 
ia  for  eq^nal  and  exact  Justice.  If  the  object  is 
not  meritorious,  give  nothing,  Bnt  if  the  ob- 
ject be  such  aa  deserves  yonr  oonntenanoe  and 
assistance,  (and  the  amendment  aaaumea  this  to 
be  the  ease,)  aurely  yon  cannot  gratify  thia 
nasonable  demand  for  equal  and  exact  jnatioe, 


oases  a  f^ee  and  fall  anthrai^  has  been  pna 
to  yonr  diabor^ng  ofBoer  to  pay  bsi  ttae 
Treasnry  the  amount  subscribed ;  and  it  iaut 
Ur,  it  is  not  eqnal,  it  is  not  just,  to  ntta 
him,  in  respect  to  thia  particular  case,  ta  Ite 
inmweds  of  atook  to  be  sold.  What  partiniv 
Btock,  we  know  not;  where  to  be  wdd,n 
know  not;  sad  at  what  saerificeitirillbeKild, 
we  know  not. 

Sir,  (aaid  Ur.  0.,}  the  Senator  from  Mtimi» 
setts,  (Mr.  WaBaTEB,)haB3Dggested  thepn^M^ 
of  preparing  for  the  introduction  of  a  ^flten  tt 
selling  OUT  stocks,  by  asking  infoimittHi  la 
be  fnmiahed  at  the  next  seafdon.  Hm  ulf 
poanble  exception  to  it  which  could  beuftdk]' 
gentlemen  who  advocated  thia  ameodmeo^  n 
ue  delay  in  bringing  the  ayston  into  actiula- 
ecation.  To  remedy  this  objection,  tod  U 
grati^  the  wishes  of  those  who  were  tuiiim 
for  ita  immediate  oommenoement,  he  *oaU 
surest  a  perfectly  praotioable  mode  cf  tfk^ 
their  ol^ect  Let  a  reaolnMon  be  now  R^ 
mitt«d,  directing  that  the  Secretary  d  lit 
Treaanry  ehall  adl  ouratockaot  snehperiod^ii 
such  parcels,  and  on  anch  terms,  aa  ia  hi>ji|¥ 
ment,  or  in  the  judgment  of  the  Eiecntjv*  lA- 
oer  of  the  nation,  will  best  promote  the  intew* 
of  the  oonntry.  This  will  at  onw,  iutttUri 
create  the  ayatem,  and  the  salee  will  be  n*^ 
soon  aa  a  dae  regard  totlM  pabUointenrtiM 
fnmiah,  which  be  aapposed  was  aa  torn  urns 
one  desired.  But  this,  he  oontei^ed,  ibMiU  " 
a  anhstAntive  and  sepante  legislative  aoL  Am 
is  no  more  pn^rie^  in  its  b«ingoonn«eted«itt 
thia  raih^Md  bill,  tiian  the  Mayavilla  bili,w 
Lonisville  and  Portland  Oanal  bill,  the  Oh* 
peaks  and  Betaware  Oanal  bill,  or  aW  w 
liriit-house  bill,  or,  in  truth,  any  other  M. 
Those  had  been  discnaeed,  and  decided  oa  t" 
abatraot  merits  of  their  respective  olsiim  • 
oonsiderationa  arising  out  of  their  conae'^ 
with  the  great  intereeta  of  the  natioo,  th» 
praotieability,  their  general  utiUty,  Ihwr  e«J 
and  the  amount  asked  for.  The  friends  irf  tin 
bill  are  content  to  place  thdr  claim  to  J^ 
notice  upon  these  considerations,  and  *''jj|^ 
lesely  and  confidently  abide  the  itenlt  w  ^ 
an  isaue,  Bnt  in  their  name,  in  the  '*'*'[ 
fair  and  equal  justice,  he  protested  t^ 
uniting  with  these  oonsideratHms,  othen  gn*' 
ing  out  of  a  new  and  undigested  ayatem,  W* 
ing  a  general  policy  of  the  Govemnient,  •«• 
rdation  to  a  hu^  amonnt  of  ita  fondj  b*^ 
no  affinity  to  this  anbjeot,  a  policy  now  •'•'"'' 
tor  the  first  time,  when  less  than  ten  if^ 
ama  of  a  aeaaion  of  six  montha. 

Mr.  Gbundt  said,  theamendment  "f  ""'JT 
tleman  from  Lonimana  had  prodaoed  aome  dis- 
culty.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  genllM* 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Onuraxas,)  nor  MUCW" 
the  fbrce  of  hia  reasoning  against  the  DTOf!*» 
of  attaching  the  amendment  to  the  bill  «  P[* 
ent  under  oonsideration.  If  the  principw  w 
correct  one,  that  the  fund  ^^lied  to  iw  » 
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Qonri^anMDt  of  internal  improvement  ought 
be  truisferable  or  oirenlatliig,  lie  uw  no  goi 
resBon  wh;  this  bill  should  not  ba  seleotCHl 
the  fonDdatton  on  which  this  syatem  shall  be 
oommenced.    He  irent  into  an  examination  of 
the  different  stocks  which  the  Oovenunoit  had 


New  York,  and  the  depieoiation  it  had  nnder- 
gone  In  vftlne  ^oe  that  work  trent  into  opera- 
tion, the  demands  that  were  now  prsBung  npon 
onr  Tttasatj,  from  die  eztennve  appn^riation 
biUs  that  h^  passed  already,  besiaee  the  nn- 
neroos  applicants  that  were  oallinr  upon  the 
oonntry  for  their  jost  claims.  He  thonght  the 
nation  oiuht  to  pay  its  jast  debts  before  it  en- 
ters into  nirther  apeoolalJOIiH  aod  impropriations 
of  money,  that  it  was  not  known  what  woold 
rem^n  m  the  Treaanrj.  If  a  transfer  of  the 
■took  from  the  Oheeapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Company  wonld  answer  the  purpose,  be  would 
mske  DO  objection;  bnt  if  the  money  for  this 
iwqjeot  was  to  be  drawn  &c«a  the  Treatory,  he 
would  TOte  ftgainst  it. 

Hr.  LimroeroR  said,  that  he  rose  to  exoner- 
ato  himsdf  from  the  oharge  of  hostility  to  the 
WU,  made  by  the  Senator  from  Uaryland,  (Mr. 
Ohambebb.)  He  seemed  to  think  it  a  great 
hardship  that  this  bill  should  be  selected  aa  the 
base  on  which  this  system  is  to  be  fbnnded. 
Vow  be  could  not  gee  what  difference  it  would 
make  to  that  company,  whether  the  General 
Government  pud  for  the  stock  out  of  the 
Treasory  of  the  UnioUj  or  by  a  transfer  of  the 
sales  of  other  stocks,  mvested  in  similar  pro- 
jects. The  gentleman  from  Uaryland  mnst 
have  been  lea  into  this  error,  from  supposing 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  was  only 
anthorized  to  make  the  subscription,  in  tlie 
event  of  his  l>eing  able  to  dispose  of  other 
stocks  at  par :  but  this  Is  not  the  fact  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  reqaired  to  sell  that 
stock  whi(^  wonld  command  the  higheat  price  in 
market,  andprove  most  conducive  to  the  pab- 
lio  good.  He  wonld  t«ll  the  gentleman  mmi 
Horyland  why  he  was  led  to  the  introduction  of 
tbe  amendment  to  this  bill.  It  was  from  a 
oarefbl  examination  and  enomeration  of  the 
different  ^iplioataons  that  are  now  l>efbre  Ooo- 
greas  for  similar  investments  of  stocks :  the^ 
extended  to  a  most  alarming  amount;  and  if 
the  GoTemmeot  were  to  go  on  subBcribiug  to 
these  stocks,  bU  recommended  and  supported 
by  the  tome  principles,  the  Treasury  would  be 
utterly  unable  to  meet  the  demands  that  should 
thns  be  created.  The  whole  system  would  be 
Tendered  unpopular,  ond  its  warmest  friends 
wonld  be  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  it 
He,  for  one,  would  be  foroed  to  at>andon  it,  if  this 
pl«i  of  appropriating  the  public  money  to  every 
irork  of  internal  improvement  that  may  i)e  pre- 
sented to  Oongreas,  were  persevered  in.  It  was, 
therefore,  because  he  was  ami ons  that  thesvBtem 
of  internal  improvement  shonld  prosper,  that  he 
tntrodneed  the  amendment,  believing  that  it 
iTBS  the  only  mode  left  to  save  it  ttafa  min. 


Mr.  UoEnrLXT  moved  that  the  WH  be  laid 
on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to,  yeaa  31, 
nays  19,  as  follows : 

TciB. — Messrs.  Adaios,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown, 
DIckerson,  Dadlej,  For^h,  Grundy,  Hijne,  IredelL 
Eane,  King,  UcKlnley,  fisia,  Sanford,  Smith  of 
South  Cirolhia,  Stn^^  Troup,  Tjler,  White, 
Woodbury— ai. 

Nils. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bnroel,  CliambeTs, 
Chsse,  Foot,  Frellnghonen,  Hsudricks,  Halmea, 
Johnston,  IJTingston,  llsrks,  Naudaln,  Bobbins, 
Bogglea,  Silabee,  BmiUi  of  Marylsnd,  Webster— IS. 

TmsDAT,  Hay  B6. 
IitypaaeKiMnt  qf  Judge  Peek, 

Seats  having  been  arranged  on  the  rigfat  and 
left  of  the  (^lair,  fbr  the  accommodation  ^  the 
Senators,  and  their  seats  aligned  to  the  man- 
agers and  membeie  itf  the  Honse  4^  Bepreaen- 
tatives,  and  the  aoonsad  and  hit  oonnael. 

At  the  hoar  of  12  o'clock,  the  Court  was 
opened  by  proclamation  in  the  usual  form. 

On  motion  by  iLr.  Wxbstkb,  it  was 

Ordtred,  That  the  Seeretary  gire  notice  to  the 
House  of  BapresentatiTBS  that  the  Seuite  are  now 
in  their  chamber,  and  are  ready  to  moceed  on  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Jaoiea  a.  Peck,  Judge 
of  the  District  Oourt  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Hlssouri ;  and  that  seats  are  prorided 
for  the  aocommodation  of  the  members  of  the 
Hoose  of  Bepreseulatltes. 

Jndge  Peck  then  appeared,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Mer^tb  as  his  ooonsei  and 
occupied  seats  assigned  them  to  the  right  of 
the  Chair ;  a  short  time  after. 

The  managers  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  appeared,  and  took  the  seats 
usually  occupied  by  the  Senate. 

The  YioK  Pbxsidbnt  then  asked  Judge  Peck 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  answer  the  ortide 
of  impeachment  ezUbited  ag^nst  him. 

Judge  Feck  replied,  that  his  answer  and  plea 
were  prentared,  and  desired  that  they  might  be 
read  by  his  oounseL 

The  VumFKESmKNT  asked  Judge  Peck  wheth- 
er the  answer  now  to  bo  made  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  his  final  answer ;  and  the  Jadge  hav- 
log  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  counsel 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  read  it, 

Mr.  Meredith  read  the  answer,  (which  oc- 
cupied upwards  of  two  bonrs,)  concluding  with 
the  general  plea  of  "  not  guilty." 

Mr.  Btobbs,  in  behalf  of  themaDogera,  moved 

That  they  have  tdme  to  oonsult  the  Eonae  of 
Representatives  on  a  replication,  and  that  they 
be  forniahed  with  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the 
respondent;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Webstsb,  it  was 

OrAnd,  That  when  tUa  tkinrt  adjouni,  it  a^onm 
to  meet  igun  on  the  seoond  Moudaj  of  the  next 
session  of  Congreas,  at  IS  o'clock,  then  to  proceed 
with  the  said  impeachment. 

Mr.  Wirt  desired  to  know  whaUuc  blank 


.Google 


ABBIDOHENT  07  THI 


«0 <Samof« 

i  for  the  AtMndanoe  of  witoowM 
wonld  be  allowed  to  the  respondent. 

The  ViOR  Pesmdbst  implied  that  they  wonld. 

The  Gonrt  then  a^joanied  to  the  seoond 
Uondaj'  of  the  next  session  of  Oongreea. 

On  motion  \>j  Mr.  Krao,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  articlea  of  inpoMilimuit  agBliut 
JudgB  Feck,  with  his  uuwer  and  ezhiliits,  be  printed 
tor  the  Dae  of  the  Senate. 

WsonBDAT,  Uaj  26. 
Stmewil  qf  tAe  Indiaiu. 

The  unendmenta  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
MDtatiTea  to  the  btll  "  to  provide  for  an  ex- 
change of  loode  with  the  Ttkjiiwi  residing  in  any 
of  the  Statea  or  Territories,  and  for  t£eir  re- 
moval west  of  the  river  HiMsdppi,"  were  re- 
otived,  and,  being  read — 

Ur.  OU.TIOS  moved  that  they  be  postponed 
Tmtil  to-morrow ;  which  motion  was  r^eoted — 
yeas  16,  nftya  34. 

The  first  amendment  being  oononrred  in, 

Kr.  FBBLiirasnTsm  moved  to  amend  the 
second  amendment,  by  inserting  at  the  end 
fliereof^  "  and  that,  nntil  they  slutU  choose  to 
remove,  the  said  bibes  be  protected  from  all 
Stat«  encroachments,  aooording  to  the  provi- 
sions of  such  treaties." 

Ur.  FBBLarosDisra  moved  to  amend  his  mo- 
tion by  striking  oot  tbe  word  "  State,"  which 
was  dissgreed  to  by  yeaa  16,  nays  20. 

The  qneetion  recnrring  on  agreeing  to  tie 
amendment  as  originally  proposed  by  Br.  Fna- , 
UNOHnrsKN,  it  was  r^eoted— yeas  17,  naya  86. 

Hr.  FBBLiiraHOYBEH  moved  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  the  second  amendment  of  the  Honse  of 
Bepreseatativea,  "  and  that  all  each  tribes  be 
protected,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said 
treaties,  outil  they  shall  choose  to  remove ;  " 
which  was  r^ected— yeas  18,  nays  24. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spbiouk,  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  the  said  second  amendment  "  bnt  snch 
treaties  shall  be  executed  and  &lfilled  acoord- 
Ing  to  thetrae  iutentaud  meaning  thereof" — it 
was  r^ected — yeas  IB,  nays  34. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  OLATTOtr,  to  Insert  at  the 
end  of  the  said  second  amendment,  "  Provided 
■lao,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  extend 
<o]j  to  the  Indians  redding  within  the  Btat«  of 
OeOTgia — it  was  rejected  by  the  same  vote. 

The  e^d  second  amendment  was  Uien  agreed 
to.    So  it  was 


[ThnrBday  and  Friday  were  almost  whoDy 
spent  in  the  conuderation  of  private  bills  and 
executive  bndueas.] 

Satoxdat,  May  29. 

The  Yioi  FitKsinaNT  being  absent,  the  Senate 

proceeded  by  ballot,  to  the  election  ot  a  FMd- 


*  amim.  piiT,  ISM 

dent  pro  Imtport ;  and  when  the  btlloti  wm 
collected,  it  qtpewed  that  twentj-aii  men^Nn 
had  voted. 

Of  these  Totee,  Mr.  Skite,  ni  MirylsDcl,  fan- 
ing  received  fifUen,  was  declared  to  btdilf 
elected. 

The  Senate  having  diq>oaed  of  every  Inii  be- 
fore it  from  the  House  of  Bepreseolativu,  pio- 
oseded  to  consider  execntive  bosinegg  baiim 
ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  reroained  so  engind 
onti]  the  a^oonmient,  intermpted  oolj  ti; 
messages  frvm  the  other  Hoom,  and  from  tb 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Abont  four  o'clock  A.  M.  the  Bm^  id- 
Jonmed. 

HoHSAT,  May  81. 
A  Message  was  received  from  tiM  Fnaioit 
of  the  United  Statea,  andresdasMowa: 

WABKnerair,  SUt  Hkj,  im 
7b  At  BmtaU  cf  Ut*  Uttittd  8f«li*  r 
GmLBifni:  IbaveaonddeT«dthebillpni*a4 
.0  autborlM  ■  nibsoiipllon  of  stosk  In  u 


. the  Senate,  in  w ,_ 

I  am  DiMbl*  to  aiftrove  this  bill;  aud  vmU 
reapectMj  refsr-tbe  Senate  to  myKeMg«>° 
the  Honsa  of  Repreaentatives,  on  retsnuog  to 
that  House  the  bill  to  anlhoriie  "  a  robMitptioii  of 
stock  hi  ths  HarsviUe,  Washuigton,  Fani,  ul 
Lexington  Tnnipike  Bead  Comwnj,"  fw  >  Wlc 
ment  of  my  objectiona  to  the  bill  hereirilli  reliinK^ 
The  Uessue  refetred  to  bears  date  on  the  KHi 
instant,  and  a  printed  copy  of  tha  nms  la  iuf'A 

AlfDBBW  JACEBON. 


oeeded  to  reconsider  said  bill,  in  th«  m. 
presoribod  in  the  seventh  section  irf  the  &^ 
article  of  the  constitution ;  and  two-tbu^  « 
the  Senators  present  not  having  voted  &[  ^ 
passage,  it  was  r^ect«d  by  lie  following  vot*' 
TiAS.— HoMis.  Barnard.  BaHon,  Bentrai,  Bn^ 


_-, ,  muej— ai. 

N^iB.— Ueaara  Adanui,  Bibb,  Brown,  IHckom 
Dudley,  KUla,  Foot,  Qrandv,  Iredell,  Kni«i  E««J 
Saaford,  Smith  of  Bouth  OaroUna,  SprapM,  V^ 
White,  Woodbnry— -17. 

Thir^-^^t  members  present;  neoMUT" 
pass  the  bUl,  twenty-six. 

Cloie  Iff  tAt  Semim. 

A  meeaage  was  reonved  ftom  the  Hoiw  ■ 
Kepresentatives,  stating  that  they  had  m"^ 
ed  a  oommittee,  to  join  snch  oomniiBM  * 
might  be  ifipointad  by  the  Senate,  to  *«U« 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  States,  and  ibSW" 
him  that  the  two  Houses,  having  fiDisw^r 
business  before  them,  were  prepared  toaqjM"; 
nnless  he  have  fnrther  oommnmcations  to  ami 
in  whioh  the  Senate  oooourrod,  and  Mr.  ««»• 
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Mat,  1S80.]  Om*^) 

BOBT  KDd  Mr.  BuBHBi  w«re  i4)poinli«d  on  tiie 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VootoiTBT  reported  that  Hier  bad  dia- 
oharged  the  dot;  asngned  them,  ana  had  been 
informed  b;  the  Preddent  that  he  had  no  far- 
ther eommonioation  to  ntake,  except  that  he 
haa  detained  the  act  In  relation  to  the  sabsorip- 
tion  for  the  atook  in  the  LooiavUle  and  Port- 


land OuuJ  Oompauf,  and  an  act  In  relation  to 
certain  li^ht-hoaaes  and  harbor^  for  further 
oonsideration. 

The  usual  messages  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  two  Hooaea  of  their  intention  to  ad- 
joi 
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THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


HoNDAT,  December  7, 1829. 
At  IS  o'clock,  preciselj^,  the  Hodm  vss  called 
to  order  b;  Hatthiw  St.  Club  Olabxx,  Esq., 
Clerk  to  the  lost  Oongreaa. 


•  LIST  OF  RSFBEa^NTATITEa. 


Boftu  IfalnCin,  Ji 
[Om  T»c«iior.] 

Jftv  .fliimpdUrt.— Jols  Biodhud,  TliomM  Ouuiller, 
JsMph  HuuDani,  JouUiu  Hurtf,  Huuy  Habbird,  Jolm 
■W.yittka. 

JfMKKAiiMKft— John  Bdls7,  Ihh  0.  Batai,  B.  T. 
OmwnluhlaU,  John  DitIi,  Htnrf  W.  Dwlght,  Edvaid 
Enntt,  Bei^unla  OaAwii,  Gtorga  Qrumall,  Jr.,  Jubm 
L.  Hodgai,  Jouph  Q.  Kenlill,  John  B«*d,  Jowph  Blohud- 
Mm,  Jobn  Tvnua- 

£t<Hl<  /il«i^— TrlitniD  Bnrgu,  DitM  J.  Pona. 

OHWMOHotK.— NofU  Butar,  Wm.  T.  KUiwortli,  J.  T, 
Hnntbigfaa,  Bilph  J.  IngvnoU,  V.  L.  SIotti,  Ebanaur 

Famwnl— WllUim  Oihooli,  BonM  Srwttt,  JoBMhtB 
Hnnt,  BoUIn  C  UiUur,  Bt^amln  BwUL 

^«u  ForJ:.— WUlUm  O.  Angel,  Btn^ot  Anold,  Tlunn. 
u  BHkmu,  Abnhun  Bookee,  Fatir  L  Bont,  C.  0.  Cim. 
btlluig,  Jsoob  Oncbenn,  Tlmathr  Cliildi,  Btraj  B. 
CowlM,  HMtor  CnU(,  CbirlM  Q.  J>«wltt,  John  D,  DUkln- 
■on,  Joua  EvU,  Ji^  Oaorg*  Flihei,  laua  Flneh,  lUiiliaal 
BoSlnmn,  Jcaeph  Hawkfni,  J«hl>l  H.  HiUay,  Ficfclu  King. 
Juni*  W.  Lent,  John  HifH,  Henij  O.  KlrtlBdils,  Bo^rt 
Uondl,  Thomu  UuwaU,  K  F.  Sortcm,  SnaluHn  Pi>w«n, 
Bobeit  B.  Soot,  Baniy  fi.  8tt>m,  Junii  Btrong,  AmbroH 
Spenur,  John  W.  Taylor,  Fhlnui  L.  Taej,  Qnllu  C.  Tar- 
pl^iisk,  Oampbell  P.  Whlta. 

iFe^B  J4ntf.—Lewlt  Condlst,  Btohtrd  tC.  Cooin,  Thum- 
H  H.  Hicliaa,  laaao  Pianon,  Jamai  F.  Budolph,  Bamnal 

AiHHI'IMiadi.— JuoM  BaehuKB,  Biohud  Oonltar,  Them- 
«■  H-  Gmrfbrd.  Jo^na  Brana,  Channcay  Forward,  Joaaph 
Fry,  Jr^  Jimoi  Ford,  Innli  Qraan.  John  GLlnune,  Joaaph 
Bamphlll,  Pstet  Ihrla,  Jr,  Thomaa  Inrln,  Adam  King, 


The  roll  of  memben  bBving  been  oalledoRr 
by  States^  it  ^)peaT«d  that  there  ven  prwrt 
one  hundred  aiid  ninety-four  Bepreetntttii^ 
and  three  Delegstee  from  Territories. 

A  qnorom  of  the  House  b^ng  p 


GMt^  Q.  Lalpar,  H.  A-  UnUeBbuK  Alan  Han.  Di^ 
H.  HUlar,  WlUlam  MeOcearr,  WltUim  Bamav,  Ml  >•« 

~ -         --     -  -  -    -B.8iUi«W 


Xarylaiid^SOm  tntn,  damant  Den*)',  Bi^uk  C 
Howard,  George  B.  WtehaS,  Wehael  0,  Sprin,  BwM 
L  Senunta,  Blehwd  Bpeaoer,  eao^a  a  WMUiitoa,  Jtp^ 
IBlm  K.  Wllaon. 


Areber,  VUUam  Annabtinc  John  B.  Battaar,  r&T  '- 
Bartraor,  J.  T.  Bonldlng,  Blehard  Cota,  Jr^  KalhuU  L 
ClalbonM,  Kobart  B.  OnUc  FUUp  I>oddiUp,  m^ 
DaTanport,  millam  F.  eardna,  Lowla  Humll,  ChDlH  T 
Menwr,  WilUaol  MeCox,  Thonut  Mawtan,  John  Em 
Alanndai  BniTth,  Aadtew  BtaTewm,  John  TiKilMi 
Jama*  Tremnl 

XarA  CtaroMno.— WIlUa  Alaton,  Daniel  L  Boitif^ 
Bamoel  P.  Canon,  H.  W.  Oooner,  Bdniind  DatKRT:  C' 
vaid  B.  Dndlay,  Thomaa  H.  Ball,  Sobait  Fottv,  VS>^ 
B.  Bhepaid,  Anpiatlii*  H.  BheiqiaTd,  Jiiaa  Bpal^  I^ 
Wmiama.    [One  Taeaiur.] 

SmM  CbroMM.— Bolwrt  V.  Barnwell,  itmuW^i* 
B.  DaTla,  WUUam  Dnftan,  WlBlH  & 
loDnffle,  WUllBa  T.  SnekoU^  MM 

ffaorvia.— Thnnaa  F.  FoaUr,  Oharlia  £.  HifMa,  ITM 
Lumkln,  Henrf  G,  luur,  Wiley  Thompaos,  Bleiri  >■ 
Wilde,  Jamaa  IL  Wayna. 

f  aithtatr.-Jamaa  Claifc,  S.  D.  Coleman,  nnw  ^ 
Ion,  Henry  Daniel,  Hathan  Oalthir,  S.  M.  Johiwn  *■■ 
Kinhald,  Joaeph  Leeompta,  OUItendui  Lya,  B^^^  '' 
Letehar,  Chailta  A.  VlddlOa,  Joel  Yaneay, 

»«.— John  BUlr,  John  Ball,  DaTid  OmttO,  <* 
JasobO.  laaaiB,  Care  Jahnwn,  Fiyorla^  *^ 


K.Polk,Ji 
iWo.-  ~ 
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Prtlimimary  PrtKttdingt. 


[H.t 


The  Hoiue  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 
Mr.  OoKDiCTT,  of  New  Jeraej',  Hr.  Riplbt,  of 
Maine,  and  Mr.  Folx,  of  TenneaHee,  being 
^ipointed  Tellen,  annouiioed,  after  conntin^  the 
bulots,  that  AsDsxw  Stkvenboh  had  received 
one  handred  and  fifty-nine  Totes ;  which,  being 
a  DU^oritf  of  the  whole  nnmber, 

Ansbbw  SnTKirBox,  of  Vii^inia,  woe  de- 
clared to  be  doljr  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  S^tater"!  Addrau. 

Being  condacted  to  the  chair,  the  Spxakeb 

elect  addreoBed  the  Hotue  in  the  following 

GimLiHiN :  I  receive  this  renewed  and  diatln- 
gniahed  proof  of  the  contiaued  confidenoe  and  ap- 
probation of  my  conntry,  with  feelings  of  deep  oen- 
Ability  and  unaffected  gratitude ;  and  dnce  it  ii 
your  pleasure  that  I  ahoulij  agun  preside  over  your 
deUberationa,  I  accept  the  tmst,  with  ao  earnest 
hope  (bat  tbo  choice  of  the  House  may  not  prove 
injurious  to  its  Interesla,  or  detiimental  to  its  hoaoT. 

Of  tlie  importance  and  responaibilit;  of  ttiis  high 
office,  it  Is  luinecesBary  to  apeak.  It  has  been 
justly  regarded,  both  io  relaUon  to  its  eievatioQ, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  duties,  as  one  of 
the  most  delicate  and  responsible  trusts  under  the 
GoTcmmenC.  Indeed,  the  great  increase  of  legis- 
Iktiie  bn^ess,  both  of  a  public  and  priiate  nature, 
(occupjing,  as  it  does,  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
year,)  the  nunil>er  of  this  House,  and  the  habit  of 
aotniated,  protracted,  and  fVequent  debate,  iiare,  of 
late,  tended  Tery  much  to  render  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  peouliari]'  arduoos  to  the  ladiridual  who  fills 
it,  and  of  iocreaaed  importance  to  the  poblio. 

How  far  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  meet  the  ei- 
pectations  of  the  House,  by  an  able  and  ealighteDed 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  ttiia  high  station,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  aa;.  Distrustful  of  mj  own  abilities,  I 
can  promise  l>ut  little  else  than  leal  and  fidelitj. 
I  bIibII  shrink  from  the  performance  of  no  dntj, 
however  painful;  shun  no  responsibility,  however 
aerere  ;  my  time  and  talents  shall  be  devoted  to 
your  service  ;  and,  in  pureuing  the  manly  and 
ateady  course  which  duty  directs,  I  shall,  at  least, 
be  cheered  and  sustained  by  a  couBciousness  of  Che 

rurposes,  and  a  confidence  in  the  prindples,  which 
stkall  bring  with  me  into  this  arduous  service. 
On  your  part,  gentlemen,  1  slutl  expect  and  need 
your  kind  and  cordial  co-operation,  and  ttut  gene- 
ral eooBdence,  without  which  all  the  eflbrts  of  au- 


Clnl(U«n.  JuDH  TIndlay,  John  H.  Ooodenow,  WOIlim  V. 

Irwin,  TUUbb  Eaniioii,  WaUam  Bsmtl,  WUHim  SUn- 

iMiir,  Jamaa  BbleUs,  John  Thanuon,  Joseph  Vsoe*,  Samaal 

F.  Tlnloo,  EUsha  WUttkw;. 

ZvnWoiw.— Henrr  H.  Onilar,  W.  H.  Ovarton,  Edwird 

D.  WUla. 
JiuUiHU.— BatlUr  Boon,  Jonathan  Jennlngi^  Jefan  Tast 
Aiabama^B.  &  K  Bartot,  0.  Q  Qtr.  VlmB  H.  Lmria 


Artait»at.—k.  H.  Bavlsr. 
VouX.— »7 


thority  would  Ik  uugatory ;  and  I  entreat  you  to 
afford  me  that  aid  and  support  in  maiotainiog  the 
established  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  so  neces- 
to  the  character  and  dignitj  of  its  deUbera- 
tions,  and  the  despatch  of  the  buaineas  of  the  na- 

In  sasembling  agun  to  condder  the  condition  of 
.  IT  beloved  coontry,  I  seize  the  occauon  to  oflbr 
you  my  cordial  congratulations  upon  its  prosperity 
and  happiness,  and  the  still  more  eiaited  desUnlea 
that  await  it.  Whilst  our  relations  with  foreign 
powers  sre  distinguished  bj  alliances  and  good  will, 
which  serve  but  to  render  onr  friendship  more  val- 
uable to  each,  and  more  courted  bjr  all,  o!ir  litaa- 
tion  at  home,  under  the  Inflaenoe  M  virtuous  and 

Etrlotic  councllH,  is  peacefiil,  united,  and  happy. 
iw  long  these  ijlesdags  are  to  be  eqjoyed  by  ua, 
and  secured  to  our  children,  must  depend  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  peojde ;  tlie  preserva- 
tion of  our  Iiappy  Union ;  and  the  virtuous,  liberal, 
and  enlightened  adminiatration  of  our  free  ineUtu- 

That  our  confederated  republic  can  only  exist  by 
e  Uea  of  common  interest  and  brotherly  attach- 
ent,  by  mutual  forbearance  and  moderation,  (col- 
lectively and  individual! J,)  and  by  cheriahing  a  de- 
votion to  liberty  and  union,  most  be  apparent  to 
every  candid  mind ;  and,  as  onr  fathers  united 
their  coansels  and  their  arms,  poured  ont  their 
blood  and  treasure,  in  support  of  their  common 
rights,  and  bj  the  exertions  of  all  sncceeded  In  de- 
fending the  liberties  of  each,  so  moat  we,  if  we  in- 
tend to  continue  a  free,  united,  and  happv  people, 
profit  b;  their  counsels,  and  emulate  their  iUustrloua 


mocb  will  depend  upon  the  conduct  and 
deliberations  of  the  national  legislature,  and  espe- 
cially of  tliis  House,  it  is  not  needful  that  I  should 
admoniah  ; ou.  I  need  not,  I  am  sure,  remind  yon, 
gentlemen,  that  we  are  bare  the  guardians  and 
Bepresentatives  of  onr  entire  conntry,  and  not  the 
advocates  of  local  and  partial  interests;  that  na- 
tional legislation,  Co  be  permanently  nsefiil,  must 
be  just,  liberal,  enlightened,  and  impartia];  that 
OQTi  is  the  high  duty  of  protecting  all,  and  not  a 
part — of  msintaioiag  inviolably  the  public  faith— 
of  elevating  tbe  public  credit  and  resources  of  the 
nation — of  expending  the  public  treasnre  with  the 
same  care  and  economv  that  we  would  onr  own — 
of  limiting  ourselves  within  the  pala  of  our  conati- 
tuttonal  powers,  and  regulating  our  measnrea  by 
tbe  great  principles  contuned  In  that  sacred  char- 
ter, and  cherishing  in  our  hearta  the  sentiment 
that  tbe  miioa  of  Uie  States  cannot  be  too  highly 
valued,  or  too  watchfully  cherished. 

These  are  some  of  the  great  landmarks  which 
suggest  themselves  to  my  mind,  as  proper  to  guide 
us  in  onr  legislative  career.  By  these  means,  gen- 
tlemen, we  shell  not  onlj  render  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  high  trust  oonAded  to  as,  but  we  shall  en- 
dear to  our  people  the  prindpUa  of  their  conatitu- 
tion  and  free  institatiotis,  and  promote  a  sentiment 
of  union  and  action,  aus]dcioua  to  the  safety,  glory, 
and  happiness,  of  our  beloved  and  common  coun- 
try. 

The  oath  of  office  wu  then  adminiatered  to 
the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Nxwton,  of  Yirglnia,  (the 
father  of  the  Honse,)  and  by  the  Spkizxb  to 
the  members,  by  8tat«8  in  aaooeeuon. 

Thi<  ceremony  being  ended — 


.Coot^lc 


ABRIDaHEKT  OP  THB 


H.  OF  R.] 


[Dacnmi,  tm 


Ur.  RAi£aAT,  of  FennsflTaiiia,  sabmitted  the 
foUowiog  reaolntion : 

TUtolvtd,  That  Uatthew  St.  CUir  Clarke,  Clerk 
to  the  Ute  Hoose  of  KeprwentatlTea,  be  ftppoiated 
Oerk  to  thia  House. 

Ur.  JoBNSOB,  of  £entack7,  sud  that  he  waa 
informed  that  there  would  possibly  be  several 
other  indiTiduals  who  wouIq  be  oandidAtes  for 
the  office  of  clerk.  He  therefore  proposed  to 
postpone  the  eleotioD  to  twelve  o'clock  on 
Ilinnda}',  to  enable  members  to  make  np  a 
{ndgnient  upon  the  information  which  the; 
mi^t  in  the  mean  time  receive  of  the  charao- 
Um  of  the  varioDB  candidates.  This  officer,  he 
■ud,  was  the  chief  controlling  execntive  officer 
of  taia  bodj  ■  his  sitnation  was  one  highly  con- 
fidential and  responrible.  It  waa  due  to  the 
members,  and  to  the  candidates,  that  a  better 
opportouity  ahonld  be  afforded  for  selection 
b^  amon(»t  the  latt«r,  than  he  at  least  had 
enjoyed.  Be  had  himself  intended  to  move, 
that  on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the 
House  would  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  clerk; 
and  with  this  view  he  moved  to  postoone  until 
Thursday  next  the  consideration  of  the  resoln- 
tion  now  under  consideration. 

Ur.  Rakbat  asked  what  was  the  House  in 
the  mean  time  to  do  for  a  clerk  t  Conld  the 
House  proceed  in  Its  business  without  that 
officer  t  In  offering  the  resolotiou,  Mr.  R.  said, 
he  had  only  followed  the  example,  set  by  for- 
mer CoDgresses,  of  electing  the  clerk  immedi- 
ately after  the  choice  of  Speaker.  And  he 
asked  that  the  question  of  postponement  should 
be  taken  by  jreae  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered 
upon  the  question. 

In  reply  to  a  question  put  to  the  Chair, 
whether  the  late  clerk  would  be  considered  in 
service  until  an  election  of  clerk  took  plaee, 
the  Speaker  answered  that  he  presumed  that 
be  would. 

Mr.  Cambbilkito,  of  New  York,  suggested 
the  postponemeat  of  the  election  to  to-morrow, 
instead  of  Thursday. 

Mr.  JoHiraoH  proposed  Wednesday,  as  tiie 
medium  between  to-morrow  and  Thursday. 
The  object  of  bis  motion  for  poetponement,  and 
the  only  object  of  it,  was  to  obtain  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  upon  information  which  he 
might  receive  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
several  candidates  for  this  office.  To-morrow 
the  message  of  the  President  might  be  expected 
to  be  received,  and  the  other  offloen  of  the 
House  also  were  to  be  elected ;  so  that  the 
election  of  clerk  could  not  well  be  made  nntil 
Wedneaday,  to  which  day,  therefore,  he  now 
moved  to  postpone  the  conaideration  of  Mr. 
Ruhat's  motion. 

Mr.  Bnsaas,  of  Rhode  Island,  sud  that  if 
the  old  clerk  could  continue  to  act  as  clerk  for 
several  days,  without  an  electjon,  why  not  for 
the  whole  seaaioni  When  was  bis  service  to  end! 

The  SpKaKBB  said  that  that  was  a  matter  for 
the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Brnaxs  sud  that  the  mere  necesraty  of 


lase  made  it  proper  that  the  clerk  to  tli« 
last  House  should  act  m  organizing  the  pitMd. 
But,  when  the  House  had  gone  bo  fv  ■>  te 
choose  a  Speaker,  it  appeared  to  him  tbitltn 
neceedty  was  over,  and  that  the  House  would 
be  without  a  clerk,  nnleea  one  should  be  inuM' 
diately  chosen.  Without  a  clerk  thus  choia, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  House  was  to  nuiks  uj 
record  of  ita  transadioiis. 
Mr.  ALaTOH,  of  North  Oarolina,  thou^ttbit 


thought  the  resolation  improper  in  Waed,  ui, 
when  the  gentleman  &om  Kentucky  nw,  bt 
was  aboat  to  have  risen  himself,  and  prc^ 
that  the  House  ahonld  proceed  to  an  electku 
by  ballot.  Be  preferred  that  the  whole  qn* 
tion  should  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  preieiA 
and  that,  whenever  the  Honae  should  ftvm 
to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  it  should  be  bj  bal- 
lot. As  to  the  old  clerk  oootinuing  la  ad,  lb, 
A.  said,  it  bad  been  the  universal  practice  Uul 
the  old  clerk  should  continue  to  act  nnti]  ift 
other  shonld.be  appointed. 

Mr.  RuisAT  expressed  his  willingneas,ifil 
would  meet  the  views  of  his  friend,  so  to  moil- 
iiy  his  resolution,  as  to  propose  that  the  Eh» 
should  now  go  into  an  election  of  a  clerL 

Ur.  BcoaufAS,  of  Petmsylvanla,  sud  be 
trusted  that  eoch  a  course  would  be  puaued  M 
that  the  Honse  should  at  once  so  mteinelu- 
tion  by  ballot.  And  perham  his  ooUeigne  w 
wrong  in  now  proposing  &  different  oonrM  It 
had  been  the  practioa,  Mr.  B.  knew,  wben  H 
opposition  to  the  old  clerk  was  intended,  tore- 
appoint  him  by  resolution.  The  ffintlemit 
from  Kentucky,  however,  bad  atat^  Ihtf  >* 
believed  that  there  wer&  other  candidate"  W 
the  office.  Mr,  B.  said  he  did  not  know  lot 
fact:  but,  if  there  were,  the  proper  «MJ 
was,  as  usuaL  in  such  case,  to  proceed  to  bdM 
for  a  clerk.  He  should,  himself;  vote  to  I»jl» 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  then  to  proceed  I' 
an  election  by  ballot. 

Ur,  BiJiBAT  then  withdrew  his  resoliUw' 
m  favor  of  Ur.  Clarke,  and  moved,  ia  W 
thereof;  that  Qua  Honse  do  now  fToe^i  U  W 
election  of  a  clerk.  , 

Ur.  JoBHsoH,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  taoc 
this  last  motion,  so  as  to  go  intoanelectioaM 
Wednesday  next  at  twelve  o'clock,  iaste«  <* 
tiiis  day.  _  y 

On  this  question  the  House  divided — sje*  "i 
the  noes  being  a  large  mmoritj.  ^^ 

The  motion  to  proceed  directiy  to  a  tatt^ 
was  then  agreed  to.  Ur.  Ramsay  than  p^ 
nated  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Jobhbo*  noiiaM» 
Virgil  Uaxcy,  of  Uaryland.  , 

Tie  votea  having  been  coUeotad  ind  e«^ 
by  Mr.  Ramsai,  Mr.  Jobksoh,  snd  W'-^ 
OHANAM,  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  ««■ 
given  in  for  Ur.  Clarke  was  one  hundwd  »^ 
thirty-five;  which,  being  a  «"U""'r^^ 
whole  number,  Uatthbw  St.  Oluk^^ 
was  elected  Clerk  of  the  House  of  B«««»' 
tivea,  and  was  fiMrthwith  sworn  into  «««<■ 
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On  motjon  of  Ur.  Millkb,  of  FemOTlTonia, 
it  wu  resolved,  nem.  eon.,  that  Jobk  Oawxui 
Dmrs  be  appointed  Bergoant-at-ArmB  to  tbe 
Honae. 

On  motitHi  of  Ur.  Uiiikb,  the  Honse  then 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  doorkeeper. 
The  lat«  venerable  (thoti|^  now  infirm)  door- 
keeper, Capt.  Bbnjamin  Buboh,  was  nomi- 
nated, in  a  very  ^propriato  manner,  by  Mr, 
TnoKKB,  of  Booth  OarolitfB.  Several  other 
peraons  were  nominated  by  different  members. 
The  ballots  having  been  connted  by  tellers 
named  by  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Tdokbe  reported 
that  Hr.  Bnrcb  bad  reoeived  one  hundred  and 
thirty-sis  votas,  (a  large  m^ority  of  the  whole 
number,)  and  was  conseqttentlr  chosen. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  n«ni.  wn.,  that 
OvsBTON  Oarb  be  appealed  Aaststant  Door- 
keeper to  this  Honse. 

Ihe  nsaal  menage  having  been  int«robaDged 
with  tbe  Senate,  it  was  reaolved  that  a  oommit- 
tee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to 
Join  sneh  committee  as  nave  been,  or  may  be, 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wiut 
■apaa  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
i^orm  him  that  qnonims  of  the  two  Houses 
have  assembled,  and  that  Oongress  are  ready  to 
t«oeive  any  eommuniootions  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make. 


Tuni>AT,  ]>ecember  8. 

Ur.  Dbatton,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  this  Honse,  to  Join  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wiut  on  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  Ac., 
reported  that  the  committee  had  wwlod  on  the 
President  accordingly,  and  tbat  the  President 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  commmiica- 
tion  to  Congress  tlus  day. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  fba  United 
States  was  soon  after  received,  by  the  hands  of 
A.  J.  DoBBLSoiT,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary, 
and  read.    [See'Senote  Proceeding^  p.  405.] 

Wherenpon,  ten  thousand  copies  thereof 
were  ordered  to  Iw  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House. 

Thubsdat,  December  10. 
PrmidenC*  Meuage. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union ;  when  the 
^veral  tiranohea  of  the  President's  Meaaage 
were  referred  to  the  different  Standing  and 
Solect  Oommitteea. 

TmoAT,  December  16. 
Seftue  Landa  in  TeMittut. 
Ur.  OsocEiiT  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

JUtoiBtd,  That  a  Seleol  Committee  be  app<di>t«d, 
with  iastmetiMiB  to  inqaire  as  to  Ihe  most  equitabls 
and  adtanlageoiH  mode  of  diipofdng  of  the  refuse 


This  resolution  being  read, 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
,  resolution,  l>y  striking  out  so  mach  as  proposes 
a  Select  Committee,  and  moving  to  refer  the 
snljeot  of  the  resoIntioQ  to  the  Oommittee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CBOOEStT  said,  that  he  wished  tbis  sul>- 

{Mt  to  take  the  same  coarse  now  as  it  had  done 
leretofore.  The  resolution  referred,  he  said, 
to  a  few  sorspH  of  land  lying  along  m.  his  dis- 
trict, which  it  was  high  time  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  The  subject  had  been  already  sev- 
eral times  before  Congress,  and  had  always 
heretofore  been  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee ;  and  «11  that  he  asked,  was,  that  it  siiould 
take  the  same  course  now  as  it  had  done  here- 

Mr.  Poix  eud,  that  a  part  of  this  euWeet 
was  always  before  the  Committee  on  the  Fnb' 
lie  Lands  in  the  shape  of  a  memorial  from  the 

Legislature  of  Tennessee.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  a  reference  of  this  resolution  to  that 
committee  was  expedient,  tbat  all  parte  of  the 
subject  should  be  placed  hefore  the  aame  com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  Stebiocbb,  of  Pennsylvania,  s^d,  that 
at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  a  propc^tion 
had  been  made  for  distribntrng  the  vacant  pub- 
lic lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  among  the 
several  States.  This  proposition  was  so  con- 
nected with  the  sul^ect  of  this  resolution,  that, 
as  he  expected  it  wonld  be  renewed  at  this  se»- 
sion,  he  moved  that  the  pending  resolution  lie 
upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  reeolntion  on  the  table 
was  n^tived, 

Mr.  Obooebtt  made  some  flutiier  remarks, 
in  which  he  was  understood  to  say  that  tbe 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  was  disposed  to  with- 
draw its  former  memorial.  Bat,  however  that 
might  be,  he  said  his  colleagne  Qii.  Pole)  had 
heretofore  had  this  matter  in  his  charge  as  head 
of  a  Select  Committee ;  end,  said  itc.  C,  as  I 
live  among  the  people  who  are  interested  in 
these  lands,  I  want  now  to  have  something  to 
do  myself  with  tbe  dispodtion  of  the  sul^ect. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pole  to  amend  Mr, 
Obookktt's  resolve  was  then  negatived,  99  to 
06  ;  and  Mr,  C.'s  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Wtitem  Armory. 

Mr.  DiSRA  moved  tbe  f<^owiiig  reeolntion, 
viz: 

lUiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  KUlaiy  Affairs 
be  instructed  te  Inquire  Into  the  sipedieDcj  of 
estAbHablog  an  armory  at  some  luiuble  point  npon 
the  Weatera  waters. 

Mr.  Chilioii.  of  £entueky,  proposed  to 
amend  the  reeolntion,  by  adding  to  it,  "  or  at 

the  falls  of ,  in  the  State  of  Kentncky," 

and  added  some  observations  to  show  the 
strong  daima  of  this  location  for  the  propoeed 
armory. 
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Mr.  YuroK,  of  Ohio,  Uiongbt  that,  oonrid- 
ering  the  varietj  of  ooDflleting  olAima  for  thia 
object,  the  reeolntioD  had  bettor  be  genBral  in 
its  t«njis,  and  refer  the  whole  Bobject  of  the 
establishment  of  an  armor;  on  the  Western 
vaterfl  to  the  aaue  committee;  that  all  the 
Bites  in  the  Western  conntij  might  be  consid- 
ered together. 

The  reeolnUon  weu  then  modified,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  so  aa  to  propose  a  gene- 
ral InqnirT  into  the  expedienoj  <^  establish- 
ing an  armor7  on  the  waters  of  the  Western 
BtaUM.  * 

Ur.  Oassoh,  of  North  Carolina,  remarking 
that  no  part  of  the  oonntiT  poaseMed  more 
valnable  water  power  than  the  western  part  of 
the  Btate  of  North  Oarolina,  proposed  to  amend 
the  resolntion  b;  adding,  "  or  on  the  western 
waters  of  the  State  of  North  Oarolina." 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  of  Kentncky,  s^d  he  rcsretted 
this  motion  on  the  part  of  bis  fdead  from 
North  Oarolina,  as  calcnlated  to  prodoee  a 
collision  between  the  West  and  the  South  as  to 
the  location  of  an  onnorr.  He  was  perfectl; 
willing  to  vote  for  an  independent  proposition 
to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  the  erection 
of  an  armory  in  the  Bonth,  bnt  he  was  onwill- 
ing  to  connect  it  with  a  proposition  for  an 
armory  in  the  West.  For  the  last  fifteen  years 
it  had  been  in  vun  attempted  to  proonre  the 
establishment  of  a  Natiookl  Armory  on  the 
West«m  waters,  notwithstandliig  the  nnani- 
moas  opinion  of  the  West,  concurred  in  by  the 
eiecDtive  officers  of  the  Government,  that  a 
Weetem  armory  was  necessary,  not  to  gratify 
individnals  interested  in  its  location,  bnt  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and  to  prevent 
prodigal  expenditnre  of  the  pnblio  moneys  in 
transportation  of  arms,  &c.  We  have  now 
National  Armories  at  ^ringfield,  in  MasBaohn- 
setta,  and  at  Harper's  Ferry,  in  Virginia ;  and 
a  report  bad  been  made  to  OongresB,  at  his 
own  instance,  pointing  out  the  Tarions  sites 
which  the  United  States  engineers  had  thonght 
wonld  be  adTOntageons  for  an  armory  in  the 
Western  conntry.  But,  althoogh  his  imme- 
diate oonstitnenta  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  establiehment  of  an  armory  at  the  Horse 
Shoe  Bead,  and  others  equally  interested  in 
other  Bites,  he  despaired  ever  seeing  in  his  day 
an  armory  established  in  the  West  at  all,  unless 
upon  the  broad  principle  of  giving  the  Eiecn- 
tlve  of  the  United  States  the  power  of  select- 
ing a  site,  as  bad  been  done  heretofore  in  Ae 
case  of  the  armory  at  Springfield,  and  that  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  Having  no  objection  to  in- 
qninng  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an 
armory  in  the  West,  as  wdl  as  in  the  Sonth, 
bat  being  opposed  to  confoonding  the  two 
propositions,  Mr.  J.  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Oabsok'b  amendment  the  oo^Jnnction  or,  and 
insert  and,  which  wonld  have  the  effect  to  sep- 
arate the  two  proportions,  instead  of  oonoect- 
ing  them. 

Mr.  Oabson  Siud  he  was  entirely  disposed  to 
gratify  his  friend  btsta  Kentucky ;  bnt,  as  his 
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motion  had  been  made  on  the  impvlK  of  tte 
moment,  and  oonld  be  readily  modified  to  ONt 
his  fHend's  viewa,  he  moved,  to  give  opportu- 
nity for  that  purpose,  that  the  reHMH 
ahonld  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  fixtln 
present 
Tha  motion  was  agreed  to. 

AMKUti  Traattry  Bapart. 

The  Speaker  lud  before  the  Hoiue  a  leQs 
from  the  SecNtary  of  the  Tressnrj,  (Bund 
D.  TnghaiTij  Esq.,)  transmitting  his  umiul  n- 
port  upon  the  state  of  the  finances. 

The  report  having  been  annonnoed  fttn  tte 
Ohair, 

Mr.  BnoBUTAiT  moTod  that  ten  thownd 
oopiee  of  the  report,  and  the  doonmenta  ucan- 


public  document  before  this  sesrion. 

Mr.  BuoHAKAs  said  that  the  Annual  B«p|h| 
of  the  Treasury  Department  was  alwiys  hwra 
to  with  great  interest  by  the  peopla ;  tint  M 
was  too  vcAuminoDB  to  find  sdtnisnrai  it  ln^ 
into  the  newapqfws ;  that  its  i 
tioD  was  very  de^rable,  fto. 
copies  had  been  ordered  to  be  pniiuiu  w  >» 
docnments  accompanying  the  Me«Bge  of  to 
President;  and  this  document,  he  prwoow, 
would  be  considered  of  at  least  eqnsl  'w^ 
tance. 

Mr.  WBirrLvan  said  he  admitted  thst^ 
document  was  one  of  importance,  and  w# 
for  with  avidity.  He  thonght,  however,  tW 
the  largest  nmnber  of  oopiea  erer  befon  print- 
ed, was  Bufliciently  luge  now;  especiiUl^ 
the  materiel  and  substantial  part  of  the  np^ 
would  find  its  way  into  every  newspapw  in  I" 
country.  He  was  disposed,  he  said,  to  "bsMT* 
as  far  as  was  consistent  with  a  prudent  Kg>n 
to  the  pnblio  interest,  the  system  of  ecoDOnii 

rAnnimnmirlMl  in  t.hn  rniwirt  nt  Mie  Committee  a 


tended  in  the  report  of  the  O — 
Retrenchment  at  the  session  bef<»e  tb«  W; 
and  he  could  not  conceal  his  surpriES  tbil  p^ 
tlemen  who  were,  at  the  last  seBdon,  »  "* 
ions  to  reduce  the  amount  of  eipenaWJ 
espedally  on  objects  of  this  nature,  t"  "?t 
they  seemed  to  have  directed  ""loh  oft«^ 
attention,  should  now  show  such  a  dispoet"' 
to  swell  it  instead  of  rednoing  it.  ^ 

Mr.  BnoHASAN  otf  d  he  was  happT  to  w 
that  the  gentleman  fi-om  Ohio  was  no*  w  *■ 
aided  an  advocate  for  retrtnohment ;  not  ^' 
Ing,  however,  that  he  had  evfer  fonod  ™  *J 
erwise.  He  did  not  know  bnt,  in  P«n™.r 
this  object,  he  and  the  gentleman  n^u™ 
would  be  found  gohig  hand  in  hand.  Brt"" 
Mr.  B.  sud,  was  not  the  point  at »!"«  "2 
ought  to  bepn  to  retrench.  E*'"'*^ 
ought  not  to  b^in  with  oommnnication  «  » 
(brmatlon  of  this  sort  to  the  people,  ^l«  »• 
more  intweeted  in  knowing  exactly  wl*  »■ 
been  the  management  of  their  fi"*"*'?'',  [i 
oems  than,  perhaps,  in  any  other  «"bje«-  " 
we  are  tot*^  the  work,  said  Mr.  R,  W  «  » 
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-with  BomBthing  else,  more  in  aooordanoe  with 
the  proper  pimdplM  of  retreoehment  Hum 
thia. 

Tha  qDestimi  was  Qwa  taken  on  piiating  the 
largest  number  proposed,  ten  thousand  oopiee, 
and  dedded  in  me  affirmative. 


WiomnuT,  December  16, 

The  resolntion  oame  np  which  was  yesterday 

moved  by  Mr.  BioBAsneoir,  of  Uaaaachnaetta, 

for  the  addition  to  the  Standing  Oommittoes 

of  A 

CommitUt  on  EiiieaUon, 

The  resolntion  having  been  read, 

Ur.  Bioaunsos  uid  that  his  proposition 
was  a  simple  one,  proposing  only  that  a  Stand- 
ing Oommittee  on  Edncalion  uionld  be  pro- 
vided, by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Honse. 
Unlosa  it  was  made  neceeaary,  by  objections  to 
the  resolntion,  he  should  not  ocooppr  any  por- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  Uoose  upon  it,  bnt  sab- 
mit  it  for  decision,  withont  remark. 

Ur.  Hall  said,  in  dne  deferenoe  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  presented  thia  resolution,  the  eab- 
jeot  was  one  which  ha  oonoeived  did  not  prop- 
erly come  within  the  control  of  Oongresa.  I 
shall,  sud  he,  therefore,  feel  myself  bonnd  to 
otjeot  to  tlie  reeolntioo.  The  sabjeot  of  edn- 
o^on,  evidenQy,  so  far  as  le^slatjon  can  be 
carried  to  it  properly  belongs  to  the  State  an- 
thoritiea.  If  we  eo  on  aaaiuning  aothority 
over  snl^ects  entirely  foreign  to  onr  sphere  of 
authority,  where  are  we  to  end  ?  We  already 
have  much  extrinsic  matter.  As  an  instance,  I 
will  meution  the  enbjeot  of  agrionltare;  over 
which  we  have,  I  believe,  a  Standing  Oommit- 
tee.  This,  I  have  always  been  at  a  loss  to 
reconcile  to  my  idea  of  the  just  power  of  Oon- 
gress.  If  we  go  on  ingnffing  every  subject 
to  which  legislation  can  be  carried,  to  what  re- 
ealt  most  we  oome !  Shall  we  not  effectually 
asanme  all  the  power  of  the  State  authorities  t 
This  must  neoeesarily  be  the  reaalt.  Sir,  there 
is  a  doctrine  advanced,  and  properly  advanced, 
and  BQstained  by  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States,  a  doctrine  properly  deduced  firom 
one  of  the  plunast  proviaiona  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion — it  is,  that  all  tiie  powers  of  this  Qovem- 
ment,  though  limited,  are  plenary,  witliin  their 
proper  sphere.  I  admit  the  soundness  of  this 
doctrine ;  hut  if  so,  it  at  once  pats  this  subject 
to' rest.  I  presume  neither  the  gentleman  him- 
self nor  any  other,  will  pret«nd  that  the  States 
have  not  the  right  to  l^islate  upon  this  sob- 
Jeet.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  deoisTe  uiat  this  Qov- 
ermuent  cannot,  beoanse  its  power  over  the 
subject,  being  plenary,  is  necossarity  exclusive, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  participated.  It  is  not 
my  object  to  detun  the  House ;  bat  for  the 
reasons  given,  I  object  to  the  resolntion. 

Ht.  Davis,  of  Sonth  Oaiollna,  expressed  a 
desire  to  know  what  were  the  particular  v' 
which  had  induced  the  aentleman  from  Hi 
ohnsetta  to  bring  forward  tliis  proposition. 


l£r.  Stobbs,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations,  the  import  of  which  was,  tliat  he 
was  perfectly  willing,  when  any  snl^ect  requir- 
ing it  ^onld  be  bnore  the  Eouse^to  give  it 
direction  to  a  proper  committee.  He  was  not 
aware,  however,  of  any  necessity  for  a  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  subject.  The  only  way 
in  which  it  had  heretofore  be«n  directly  pre- 
sented to  the  oonraderatjon  of  the  House,  was 
in  the  shape  of  proposiUons  connected  with 
grants  of  public  liuids,  which  had  been,  as  mat- 
ter of  course,  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
Public  Lands.  Believing  the  consideration  of 
such  propositions  to  be  safely  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  that  committee,  he  had  no  dif^Kuition 
to  transfer  it  to  another  Select  Committee.  As 
at  preBsnt  advised,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

Ur.  RioBAKDBoiT  said,  that  the  importance  of 
education  to  the  people  of  the  Uidted  States, 
induced  him  to  advocate  the  adoption  of  the 
resolntion  now  before  th«  House, 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Kr.  H.  R. 
Stobbs)  baa  said  that  ha  knows  not  what  a 
Standing  Oommittee  on  Edacation  can  have  to 
act  upon.  Ur.  B.  stud  he  would  reply  to  the 
gentleman,  that  such  a  oommittee  woidd  have 
the  vrhole  subject  to  act  npon — a  long-negleot- 
ed  subject,  and  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  this  Union. 

This  snlject  Iiad  been  most  earnestly  and  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  the  great  patrons  of 
liberty — the  fathers  of  American  independence 
— the  founders  of  this  republic.  Permit  me, 
said  l£r.  K,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse 
to  the  opinion  contained  in  the  message  of  the 
first  Freddent  of  the  United  States  to  Con- 
gress, in  1790 : 

"Soram  I  leas  persoidad  that  yon  will  agree  with 
me  In  OfJnlon  that  there  ia  nothing  which  oan  bet- 
ter deasrVB  your  patronage  than  the  promotion  of 
Bcienoe  aud  literature.  Knowledge  la,  in  every 
cMiontry,  the  sareat  bads  of  publla  hapjdnan.  In 
one,  tu  wUeh  the  measoMS  of  Qovemment  receive 
their  impraadons  ae  hnmedlately  firom  the  sauso  of 
the  community  as  in  onra,  it  ia  [Hvportionably  es- 
aential.  To  the  security  of  a  fi«e  coostitiidoD  it 
contribatea  In  variooa  ways.  By  eonvindug  those 
wlio  are  intrusted  with  the  public  admlnlatration, 
that  every  valuible  end  oi  govenunent  Is  best 
answered  by  the  enlightened  oonfideuoe  of  the 
people,  and  by  teaching  the  people  themselves  to 
knotr  and  to  vahie  thdr  own  rights ;  to  disoam  and 
provide  against  invariuka  of  then ;  to  distingaiah 
between  oppresdon  and  the  necessary  eierdse  of 
lawflil  anthority— between  burdens  proceeding  than 
a  disregard  to  their  eonvenienee,  and  those  result- 
ing from  the  inevitable  eiigeucSei  of  aociety  ;  to 
discriminate  the  spirit  of  liberty  from  that  of 
Uoentiauanesa — cherishing  the  first — avoiding  the 
last — and  uniting  a  speedy,  but  tempsrate  viguance 
agunst  encroachmenis,  with  an  inviolable  respect 
to  the  laws.  Whether  this  derirable  abject  wilt  be 
best  promoted  by  aflbrding  aids  to  seminaries  of 
learning  already  established  by  the  institution  of  a 
National  Unirersity,  or  by  any  other  expedients, 
will  be  well  wor^y  of  a  pjaoe  in  the  dsQberations 


ABRIDOHSNT  OV  THE 

Amst  Is  a  Dafami  Mtmter. 


Mr.  Speaker,  thie  la  not  &  lolittiry 

mendatioii  of  this  mbiect  to  the  fttt«ntioa  of 
CoQgresa.    In  similar  fangaaga,  it  haa  been  re- 

Seatedly  nrged  upon  Congress  by  Waahingtoa, 
efferaon,  Usdisoo,  and  others. 
If  it  be  trae,  as  the  geDtleman  from  ITew 
York  aaya,  that  a  Oonunittee  on  Education 
would  have  nothing  to  act  upon,  the  f^t  is 
enough  to  enorimsott  the  cheek  of  every  friend 
to  his  coimtrj  vith  the  btmh  of  deep  mortifl- 
caCiotu  It  is  high  time  that  there  were  a  com- 
ntittee  to  make  this  &  subject  of  attention — to 
deviae  and  matnre  measorea  to  promote  an 
ohjeet  of  vital  importance  to  this  republic. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  {Mr, 
Haix)  has  stated  that  he  has  constitntional 
oUeotiona  to  the  proposed  mearare.  Ib  it  po»- 
fiiUe  that  the  conatitntion  prohibits  Uie  power 
to  ruse  a  Committee  on  Edi\cation,  whilst 
there  are  oommittees  on  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, Indian  affure,  and  various  interests, 
never  named  in  the  constitatiou  t  What  is  the 
language  of  the  constitution  ?  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Unit«d  States,  in  order  [among  other 
things]  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blea^ga  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
our  posterity,  do  ord^  and  establish  this 
oonatitntion  for  the  Cnited  States  of  Amerioa." 
The  eighth  section,  which  enumerates  the  pow- 
ers of  CoDKress,  declares  expressly  that  "  the 
Congreaa  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States;"  and  "to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 

£  roper  for  carryinK  into  ezecntioD  the  forego- 
ig  powers,  and  Mother  powers  vested  by  this 
constdtntion."  Is  it  possible  to  doubt  that  Con- 
gress b  vested  by  the  oonstitDtion  with  power  to 
pass  any  laws,  or  adopt  any  measorea,  not  pro- 
hibited by  it,  which  are  essential  "to  promote  tlie 
generalwelfare?"  All  nnite  in  bearing  testimo- 
ny that  the  general  diffusion  of  knowlMge  in  the 
United  States  ia  essential  "  to  the  general  wel- 
&re,  and  to  seonre  the  bleagings  of  liberty." 
Bingnlar,  indeed,  would  it  be,  if  the  framers  of  the 
oonstitntion  had  bonnd  their  own  hands,  and  the 
hands  of  their  posterity,  under  artides  and  seo- 
tiona,  to  ezolnde  the  great  law  of  self-preser- 
vation from  the  syst^L  I  cannot  impnte  to 
them,  nor  to  the  system,  a  folly  so  stupendous. 
Mr.  Abo&bk,  of  Virginia,  said,  that,  in  com- 
mon, he  had  no  donbt,  with  many  memb^  of 
the  House,  he  should  have  a  ^ood  deal  to  say 
on  the  snbject  of  this  resolution,  if  be  oonld 
oonoeive  (which  be  did  not)  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  its  adoption.  He  was  persnaded 
that  the  honorable  mover  had  not  meditated 
Ailly  the  extant  of  the  qnestion  which  the  reso- 
lution went  to  rwse.  It  was  one  of  the 
largest,  and,  in  the  most  favorable  aspect,  cou' 
testable  qnestionB  of  power  which  had  been 
ever  presented  in  the  operation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  true,  as  the  ^ntleman  had  sug- 
gested, that  the  Bobject  had  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  heretofore,  on  more 


[Dn>Mni,llK 

than  one  oooasion,  but  ]n  modes  very  diffirat 
from  that  now  proposed.  It  had  beoi  iif- 
geeted  in  the  meesagea  of  Chief  Hagistntei,  ■ 
a  topic  of  the  graveat  deliberalaoQ,  m  tbot 
had  Dem  a  formal  aasertjon  by  resolntJoo  Itsl 
the  power  redded  in  the  Government,  ua»- 
panied  by  propomtions  for  a  praddcil  tpf&t 
tion  of  it  Mr.  A.  had  supposed  that  tbcn 
were  times  in  which  republican  prindplu  M 
ott^ed  ascendency,  and  the  revival  nS  Oa 
doctrine  would  not  be  thoogbt  of  in  thi 
House.  If  the  gentleman  did  desire  the  ran- 
val,  however,  and  thought  he  ooold  find  u; 
ctmmderable  number  to  think  with  hijn,  iIk 
mode  of  proceeding  ahonld  be  that  to  vbiik 
he  (Mr.  A.)  hod  Just  referred;  by  rtaah&a 
affirming  the  power,  to  whiob  the  present  tuo- 
Intion  might  be  aeeqneL  It  oould  net  be  o- 
peoted  that,  by  indirection  on  a  mere  pnipn- 
non  to  raise  a  committee,  a  deoision  was  to  be 
had,  to  let  in  not  only  this  jnrisdiotiou,  bat  the 
mass  of  oonneotad  constructionB  wMeh  irn 
equally  involved.  Mr.  A.  professed  hiuud 
entirely  prepared  now  to  enter  into  the  discn- 
sion  and  disprove  the  power.  He  eonld  iiK 
conceive  that  it  oonld  be  necessary  to  do  ii^ 
however ;  and  in  that  view,  he  should  coDtat 
himself  with  moving  tbat  the  reeolntioo  be  lad 
on  the  table,  with  the  purpose  that  it  abndd 
not  be  token  np  agun. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolution  onth 
table  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  tiA  ki- 
dded as  follows :  yeas  166,  nays  Si. 

Bonor  to  a  Deeeated  Member. 
Mr.  BABBUfOEB,  of  North  Carotini,  roM  te 
the  purpose  of  performing  the  last  ssd  offiM 
due  to  friendship,  in  announcing  to  the  Hw* 
the  death  of  his  late  esteemed  collesgus,  the 
honorable  Ga.bbisl  Holmxs.  He  said  he  *oiih 
have  performed  this  duty  at  an  eariier  dAj,  h^ 
for  his  own  impwr^d  health.  Before  tenteiig 
to  the  House  a  resolution  which  he  had  p«- 
pared    in   relation    to  the  molancholj  e»ffll 


which  he  had  just  announced,  be  ffligbt,  h 
hoped,  be  eicnsed  for  saying,  that  those  In 
whom  the  late  Governor  Hohnea  was  faio"i 


eulogy  would  be  nnnecessary,  and  to  those  to 
whom  his  deceased  friend  and  coU«agae  M 
unknown,  he  felt,  in  his  present  state  ffl  va.- 
pwred  health,  an  utter  inability  to  do  jnstiis  W 
the  eminent  virtues  of  the  deceased.  S* 
should  not,  therefore,  make  the  attefflpt.  H« 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  jn  allthsK- 
lations  of  life ;  in  the  endearing  domeatio  re* 
tions,  in  which  he  was  nnsnrpassed  for  tie  ^ 
tier  virtues  of  copjngal  tenderness  and  »1KC- 
tion,  for  parental  kindness  and  indulgen**;  * 
the  chief  magistrate  of  his  native  Stale,  in 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  devolved  npm 
him  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  own  eleT^ 
character,  and  the  confidence  reposed  m  m 
by  his  own  constituents ;  as  a  BepresentiUn 
of  the  people  in  this  House.  How  appro^ 
ately  he  performed  his  duties  here,  wa»  W  j 
well  known  to  r«quire  a  recital  fiwn  htm. 
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llr.  B.  Bud  his  deoeased  friend  and  collragoe 
hod  been  an  honored  member  of  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  OoagreBeea,  and  a  member  elect 
of  the  twenty-first  Oongrees  of  this  Hoaw.  It 
had  pleased  Heaven  to  remove  him,  and  it  was 
dae  to  him  to  aay  that  hia  losa  was  most  re- 
gretted bj  those  who  knew  him  best ;  and,  as 
a  testimonial  of  respect  for  the  memorj  of  the 
deceased,  he  aakea  of  the.  kindness  of  the 
Hoose  the  adoption  of  the  reaolntioo  which  he 
now  offered. 

Hr.  B.  then  presented  the  following : 

Bttolvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  House  of 
BepraaentatlTea,  from  a  eineera  denre  of  sboiriDg 
e*er]r  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
hoDorable  Qibsiu.  Houiis,  late  a  member  thereof, 
from  the  State  of  North  Oarolina,  will  go  into 
moomiDg  for  one  month,  bj  tha  usoal  mode  of 
wearii^  etape  araand  the  left  arm. 

The  TesolntioD  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

As  a  farther  mark  of  respect  to  the  memorr 
of  the  deceased,  Mr.  Babbikgbs  then  moved 
that  the  Honse  do  now  adjourn. 

Tbcbsdat,  December  17. 
I>i*tribtUi«n  of  I't^lie  Landi. 
Ur.  Hinrr,  of  Vermont,  anbmitted  for  con- 
Enderation  the  following  reeolntion : 

Baaltitd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  the  net  annual  proceeds  of  the 
'  !s  of  the  public  lands  amoDg  the  seTeral  States, 


In  the  House  of  Kepreaentatlres. 

The  qnestion  of  oonsideratdon  of  thia  resolve 
waa  demanded  by  Mr.  Stujbbbbt,  of  Ohio,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SriBioaitB,  of  Peonsytvania,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  ont,  aiter 
the  word  "  Statea,"  the  words,  "  for  the  pnr- 

e>ses  of  education  and  internal  improvement." 
e  had  no  objection  whatever  to  tlie  principle 
of  distributing  the  net  proceeds  of  the  aalee  of 
public  lands  among  the  States,  bat  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  restriction  upon  the  application  of 
them  proposed  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Hunt  stud,  that,  by  repeated  special 
grants,  donations  of  the  public  landa  had  been 
made  to  some  of  the  States,  and  to  particular 
institationa  in  others  of  the  Statea,  but  in  all 
oases  for  the  purposes  of  education  and  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  for  none  other.  He 
wished,  in  the  distribution  of  the  awls  of  the 
reaidne  of  the  public  lands,  to  adhere  to  the 
same  principle. 

Mr.  TxsT,  of  Indiana,  said,  that  he  consid- 
ered the  principle  involved  in  the  resolution  to 
be  one  of  great  importance,  and  one  which  this 
Honse  ongcit  not  to  be  called  to  act  upon  with- 
out due  consideration.  He  objeoted  to  the 
resolution,  as  well  in  its  details  as  iu  its  princi- 
ple.   It  seemed  to  him  to  embrace,  in  effect, 


the  proposition  that  the  public  lands  should  be 
divided  among  the  States  generally ;  to  which 
he  oonld  never  consent.  He  thou^t  that  time 
should  be  given  to  reflect  upon  the  subject  be- 
fore it  was  further  acted  upon.  With  that 
view  be  moved  to  lay  the  reaolution  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  negatived,  lOB  voles  to  71. 

The  qneation  on  Mr.  SrEBiaBBK'a  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  was  then  also  decided  in  the 
native,  102  vot«a  to  72. 

Mr.  Sbvibb,  Delmate  from  Arkansas,  moved 
to  amend  the  resMve,  by  inserting,  tAta  the 
word  "  States,"  the  worda,  "  and  Territoiiea  j" 

This  motion  to  amend  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ViMox,  of  Ohio,  asked  how  the  resolve 
would  read  thns  amended  f  How  oould  the 
Territories  become  entitled  to  land,  Ac.,  "in 
proportion  to  the  representation  of  each,"  dec.  t 
The  Territories,  he  said,  have  no  repreaentation 
on  this  floor.  They  wonld  have  no  claim  to 
land  under  this  resolve,  unleea  the  House 
should  further  resolve  that  delegatee  are  repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  Mabtd),  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  entered  his 
protest  againat  the  nomber  and  variety  of 
propositionB  brought  before  tiie  House  con- 
oeming  the  public  lands,  and.proposing  to  dis- 
pose itf  them  in  various  w^s.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  four  quarters  of  tiie  Union  were  Btriving 
with  one  another  which  shonld  get  the  moat 
out  of  these  lands.  The  appetite  for  them  mi- 
peored  to  be  insatiable  and  uncontrollable.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  whole  of  theee  proposi- 
tionB. This  was  not  the  time  to  ezpreaa  at 
large  his  views  on  this  subject ;  but  if  there 
was  any  Justice,  truth,  or  reason,  in  the  propo- 
sition now  submitted  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ment which  he  was  about  t«  propose  ought  to 
have  its  weight  with  the  Houae.  Mr.  M.  aud 
he  did  not  conceal  from  the  Honse  that  he 
meant  to  vote  agunst  the  resolution  in  any 
shape ;  bat  if  the  resolution  is  entitled  to  pass 
at  all,  it  should  he  with  the  amendmoit.  The 
principle  of  the  resolution  is,  that  a  distribn- 
tiou  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public 
lands  shall  be  made  among  the  eeveral  States 
for  certain  purposes.  If  this  be  a  right  dispo- 
sition of  them,  said  Mr.  M.,  it  then  followfl  Uiat 
those  who  hare  had  land  heretofore  should 
render  an  accouat  of  what  they  have  already 
had.  Let  us  see  how  the  balance  sheet  stands. 
Let  us  see  what  proportion  of  the  public  landa 
has  been  given  to  the  Atlantic  States,  from 
Maine  to  Oeoi^^  Let  ns  compare  that  propor- 
tion with  what  has  been  ^ven  to  the  States 
west  of  the  Alleghany.  If  there  be  any  pro- 
priety in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  pnblio 
lands  at  all,  let  ns  bring  thia  qnestion  to  the 
test;  what  proportion  has  been  heretofore 
^ven  to  the  State*  respeotively,  or  to  institu- 
tions within  those  States  9  He  would  not  now 
pnrsue  the  inqniry  in  detail,  but  he  sud  Uio 
amoout  which  had  been  given  to  the  Statoa 
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west  of  the  Ail^baoy  was  incalool&ble ;  he 
ahoold  hardly  be  credited  were  he  U>  attempt 
to  sttte  it.  He  oonoliided  by  moving  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  inquire,"  in  the  reeolntion, 
the  words,  "  into  tlie  amoant  and  valne  of  the 
public  Innda  wbioh  have  been  given  by  Oon- 
gresB  to  any  Slate,  or  to  any  {mblio  institalioD 
in  said  State." 

Mr.  Vahqk,  of  Ohio,  md,  that  he  was  very 
mach  of  opinion  that,  in  the  views  wbioh  be 
bad  taken,  of  it,  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Oarohoa  bad  looked  to  bnt  one  side  of  this 
question.  The  people  of  the  Weatem  Stat«e 
had  certainly  received  from  the  United  States 
grants  of  land  for  the  pnrpoee  of  promotdng 
edncatJon;  or  rather,  the  Government  bad 
said  to  them,  If  you  will  bay  tiiirty-five  sec- 
tions of  the  pnblio  land,  we  will  give  you  one 
section  for  uie  porpoee  of  promoting  idnca- 
tion.  And  the  gentleman  from  Sonui  Oaro- 
lina,  if  he  had  gone  to  the  Western  country,  as 
die  settlers  of  that  conntrr  did,  and  waded 
tbrODgh  fevers  and  fogs  to  iJear  it,  and  paid  as 
mnch  money  as  they  did  for  tbeir  lands,  woold 
have  been  entitled  to  the  same  t>eneflt  aa  they 
from  this  sort  of  donation.  Sir^  stud  Mr.  V.,  I 
am  ea  willing  to  meet  this  qnestion  at  one  time 
as  another ;  I  say,  that  we  of  the  West  have 
had  no  donations  of  public  land.  Everybody 
that  sot  lands  In  that  country  p^d  for  them ; 
and  Uie  people  of  that  country  know  iow  they 
have  been  fleeced  of  tbeir  last  dollar  for  that 
purpose.  It  was  well  known,  he  sdd,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country,  how  they  had  earned  their 
school  lands.  They  had  pud  for  them  a  snfB- 
ciently  valuable  consideration.  He  was  not 
prepared,  he  said,  any  more  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Bonth  Carolina,  to  go  into  tms  dia- 
cuBsion ;  bnt  at  the  threshold  he  was  willing  to 
meet  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  conc«ming 
these  lands.  Any  one  who  had  been  raised  in 
the  West,  or  had  purchased  lands  there,  had 
their  feelings  on  this  anbjeot ;  and  be,  for  one, 
knew  how  to  sympathize  with  them  from  his 
own  experience. 

Ur.  H*i,T.titt,  of  Vermont,  stud,  that  it  was 
tme  that  the  subject  of  inquiry  proposed  by 
this  reaolntion  was  of  great  importance ;  bnt 
the  resolution  proposed  only  to  invite  to  it  the 
attention  of  a  committee  of  the  Honse,  and  not 
to  settle  any  principle.  The  sutfject  of  a  dis- 
position of  ^e  public  lands,  it  was  well  known, 
IB  agitated  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Vari- 
ous views  are  entertained  of  it.  Wo  know 
that,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  the  people 
believe  that  the  ava^s  of  the  pablic  lands,  after 
the  national  debt  is  paid,  ooght  to  be  divided 
among  Uie  several  States.  Whether  this  conrse 
should  be  pnrsoed,  or  not,  was  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Honse,  but  whether  the  subject 
itself  was  of  snffioient  importanoe  to  invite  an 
investigation  here.    In  relation  to  the  amend- 


acter,  or  adverse  to  the  oUeot  of  the  m< 
the  original  resolution.    He  did  not  s 


thing  insnlting  in  tbis  proposed  amendmait: 
he  was  perfectly  willing  tkat  the  eominittM 
should  turn  their  attention  to  it,  and  be  h<^ 
that  the  reenlt  of  their  inquiries  would  be  to 

E resent  an  interesting  docmnent,  ^vag  to  ehov 
ow  mnch  land  has  been  appropnated  'bj  Cot- 
gress  for  public  purpoaes  in  the  seven!  Stitei. 
When  the  facts  were  ascertained,  it  wmld  be 
seen  whether,  in  a  general  apportjonmeiit, 
there  ought  to  be  a  reduction  frwn  the  qnotu 
of  these  States  or  not  Hr.  H.  did  not  mii>- 
ceive  it  at  all  important  whether  the  snund- 
ment  should  be  T^ect«d  or  not ;  but,  of  th« 
two,  he  should  prefer  its  being  carried.  For 
himself  he  supposed  that  these  donstioss  d 
land  have  boen  beneficially  bestowed.  He  fejl, 
therefore,  no  alarm  at  the  idea  of  ascertsiiiiiig 
the  aroonnt  of  them ;  nor  would  the  insertiiii 
of  such  an  amendment  deter  him  from  pomi- 
ing  the  main  olject  of  the  resolution. 

Hr.  JoHHBON,  of  Kentucky,  aaid,  thit  tk 
satyeot  of  this  resolution  was  one  very  deeplj 
interesting  to  the  State  which  he  partly  rep*- 
seuted,  and  that  he  should  much  prefer  that  it 
should  be  made  to  conttun  no  propoatioD  w 
sentiment  that  in  the  commencement  of  the  in- 


prefer  that  the  resolution  should  stand  npoa 
the  liberal  bass  of  looting  to  the  fntore  isto 
than  to  the  time  past,  though  he  beUeved  dot 
the  Stat«  of  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  donstiou 
from  the  General  Qovemmeut,  whether  id 
money  or  in  land,  would  not  lose  by  the  gen- 
eral settiement  of  the  question  which  the  ge^ 
Uemao  from  South  Carolina  bod  ^ken  d. 
At  its  last  session^  the  Le^^tore  of  the  Stite 
of  Kentucky  had  had  this  subject  under  lO 
consideration,  and  bad  reqnestod  its  ^""^ 
atires  to  present  a  claim  to  Coogrees  for  s  psn 
of  the  pnblic  domiun,  which,  Jfr.  J-  s^d,  "*• 
rendered  more  interesting  to  the  distrioi  wbieli 
he  representod,  from  the  tiict  of  its  boi^*^ 
on  the  Ohio  River,  by  which  it  was  se^srsW 
from  two  or  three  of  those  States,  whicli  o* 
alleged  to  have  received  an  undusjiiropoitim 
of  the  donations  of  public  lands.  Be  im^ 
however,  that  the  general  discuMon  of  ™ 
subject  had  bett«r  be  postponed.  He  snt™ 
vote  for  the  proportion  for  inquiry  «i  ™ 
moat  liberal  principle :  but,  in  doing  so,  be  Otf 
by  DO  means  admit  that  the  State  of  K«'^ 
had  received  from  the  United  Swtee  an  tmiw 
proportion  of  aid,  either  in  land  or  in  mouer 

Mr.  Rmo,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  n^» 
said,  to  engage  in  debat«  on  this  ""lyw't  ""J: 
show  tbat-the  information  sought  for  "l^ 
amendment  under  consideration  was  '''^"'J: 
to  Congress  at  the  lest  session,  as  »i™^ 
found  by  a  document  on  the  files  of  the  U"™^ 
to  which  be  called  the  attention  of  p«iUeiii»^ 

Mr.  TiTLOB,  of  New  York,  eaid,  M  "J* 
risen  at  the  same  moment  ss  the  Pf^J", 
from  Mawacbusetts,  for  the  purpose  of  stwni 
the  same  thing  aa  that  gentleman  bad  mtw 
done.     The  report  of  the  coBunittee  »■»"  " 
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tie  Icbst  MBsion  od  this  snbject  did  not  k1*< 
alae  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  WTeraT  States, 
vt  be  thonght  th^  It  wa*  anffiefentlf  minute 
ar  all  practioal  pnrpoeea.  The  amendinent 
lovr  propoBod,  was,  he  thonght^oBloolated  to 
inbarTaaa  the  m^  qoeetion.  He  invited  the 
tttention  of  gentlemen  to  the  report  of  the  oom- 
nittee  of  tbe  last  semon  on  this  mbjeet,  wMoh 
le  thonght  oonti^ed  t  good  deal  of  niefiil  in- 
Tonnation,  and  which  waa  deemed  so  interest- 
ng  that  NX  tboQHand  copiea  of  it  had  been 
iraerod  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wn^B,  of  Geot^in,  avowed  himedf  In 
Ikvor  of  the  amendment  of  his  friend  from 
3oath  OaroliDB,  and  did  not  consider  it  a  snffl- 
dent  reason  for  rejecting  it,  that  an  inqnirj' 
had  been  made  into  similar  tcpios  at  the  Ian 
Beaaioa  of  Oongresa,  and  that  the  resnlt  of  it  is 
now  to  be  fonnd  on  the  files  of  the  Honse. 
was  opposed  to  the  original  proposition, 
imdentood  that  the  whole  Bsbject  of  the  dispo- 
ritioD  of  the  anrplns  reveone  of  the  United 
Statea,  over  and  above  the  payment  of  the 
pablio  debt  cwnstitnting,  as  it  did,  one  of  the 
topics  of  the  President's  Message,  had  been 
•Iresdr  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  Eonae. 
It  was  now  for  the  Honae  to  determine,  whetli- 
er,  having  referred  the  senersl  subject,  in  all 
Us  extent,  to  one  oommittee,  it  wonld  place  a 
particnlar  portion  of  the  qneatlon  under  con- 
rideration  of  another  and  distinct  oommittee. 
He  frta  opposed  to  this  seitaration  of  its  parts. 

Mr.   Hatiies,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the 
reeolotion  and  amendment  do   lie  npon  ''  ~ 
table ;  and  tbe  motion  waa  agreed  to  b j  a 
Jorit7  of  aboat  twentf  vote*. 

Pottage  on  PerioiitdU. 

Mr.  Vkkpukoe,  of  New  York,  submitted 
tat  ocHirideratioa  tbe  following : 

JUnlvd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fort  Office 
sail  Post  Boada  be  inatrooted  to  Inquire  and  report 
OD  tbe  expediency  of  redndng  the  rate  of  postiffe 
on  periodical  publications,  sad  plaohig  them  at  tbe 
same  nte  and  under  the  Mme  regolaUoo  with  i 


In  ofibring  this  reeolnl4on,  Mr.  TutPUiroK 
Hdd,  that  it  was  neoMsary  to  observe  that  the 
present  rate  of  postage  on  periodical  pablioo- 
Umis  was  abont  three  times  that  upon  news- 
papers. It  was  properlr  so  gradnsted  wh«n 
that  species  of  pnbliMticHi  had  been  oonfined  to 
the  higher  objeota  of  criticism  snd  polite  liter- 
atnre.  Bnt  it  oonld  not  have  escaped  the  st- 
teation  of  an;  one,  that  it  had  gradnsll^  ao- 

Sured  another  obaraoter,  having  iMoome  exten- 
vei;  snbeervient  to  ol^eots  of  a  religions  and 
moral  oharaoter — to  the  difi^on  of  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  popnlar  sciences,  and  to  the  por- 
poHs  of  general  ednoation.  The  high  postage 
on  these  pabticatione,  Mr.  Y.  said,  was  an  ob- 
rtacle  in  the  way  of  the  proseontion  of  lataj 
benevolent  plans  of  this  tatt.  After  the  great 
plans  for  the  promotion  of  ednoation  which 
nad  been  snggested  to  the  Honse,  Hr.  V,  " 
his  motion  ndght  hare  be«i  oonsidered 


paratively  nnimportant ;  bnt  it  had  the  merit 
of  being  free  from  oonstitntional  objectiona,  and 
of  being  very  practical ;  and^  If  he  snoceeded 
in  his  object,  he  tmsted  that  it  wonld  tnm  ont 
to  be  very  nsehl. 
The  reeolntion  was  then  agreed  to, 

Wtitenk  Armory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabsoh,  the  Honse  pn>- 
oeeded  agdn  to  conrider  the  resolntion  moved 
on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  DaenA,  proposing  to  refer 
to  a  oommittee  the  expediency  of  locating  an 
armory  on  tbe  Western  waters. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this 
motion,  and  on  proposed  amendments  to  it ;  in 
which  debate  Mr.  OABson,  Mr.  Wodk,  Mr. 
WiOKum,  Mr.  PoLx,  Mr.  WBirrusnT,  Mr. 
Bill,  Mr.  Oriltos,  aM  Mr.  Blaib,  ti  Tennes- 
see, took  part.  The  ssmo  fbeling  was  diqilayed 
by  several  of  the  gentlemen,  as  naa  oft«)  b«en 
shown  in  the  disonsrion  of  this  question  in 
Oongrees,  by  those  who  consideped  the  inter- 
eets  of  their  districts  to  be  aSboted  in  one 
way  or  other  by  it.  Bnt,  before  any  qnestion 
was  taken  npon  it,  the  consideration  of  it  waa 
terminated  by  a  motion  for  a^jonmment ;  and 

The  Honse  adjonmed  to  Monday. 


Mon)ii.T,  Deonaber  21. 
We*t«m  Armory. 
The  Honse  resnmed  the  conrideration  of  ttie 
resolntion  raiginally  oSisred  by  Mr.  Ttnat^  in- 
stmotin^  the  Oonunlttee  on  Military  AnUrs 
to  inqmre  Into  the  ezpedienoy  of  establisbing 
an  armory  at  a  snitable  dte  on  the  Western 

iir.  Bum,  of  TenueeMO,  moved  that  the 
resolntion,  with  (he  smendment  proposed  to  it 
when  last  nnder  oonMderation,  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  bnt  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  WioEum,  who,  believing  that  it  was 
not  practicable  for  this  House  ever  to  decide  on 
a  site  for  ths  armory,  wished  to  move  an 
amendm«it  proposing  to  inquire  into  ^^  expe- 
iving  to  iai»  Executive  the  power  to 


dienoy  of  giving 
designate  tne  site. 

As  there  was  a  prevlons  qnestion  pending, 
however,  this  proposed  amendment  conld  not 
be  received. 

The  actual  question  being  on  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Qiutosx,  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
stricting tiie  inqnirr  of  the  committee  to  the 
expediency  of  establishing  an  annory  pnrsnant 
to  the  report  of  certdn  oommissioners  nnder 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1816 — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this 
amendment  with  preat  eaittestnesa.  He  dwelt 
upon  tbe  impropriety  of  imposing  this  restric- 
tion, when  It  was  known  that  other  surveys 
had  been  since  made,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  whidi  were  entitied  to  as 
much  respect  as  those  which  had  been  made 
id)  .nnder  the  act  referred  to  '     "  '       ' 

^  ~He  doued  that  the  laat^nei 
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ezolasivelj  entitled  to  resp«ct.  Ue  eipreased 
his  hope  tiiat  thu  amendmeDt  wonld  be  wiUi- 
drawD  b;  the  honorable  mover,  when  be  eon- 
gidered  that,  witbont  it,  the  committee  wonld 
be  left  perfectly  at  libwly  to  act  upon  whal^ 
ever  BTJaenee  might  be  placed  before  tbem,  &c. 
He  coQcladed  his  aeries  of  observationa,  hj  ex- 
pressing bia  regret  at  being  obliged  thus  early 
to  enter  into  debate  in  the  House,  after  liaTiDg 
been  ten  yeare  out  of  it,  a  member  of  anothw 
body :  bnt  the  anbject  was  one  of  snch  peoo- 
liar  interest  to  the  part  of  the  oonntry  whieb 
he  repreaented,  that  he  oonld  not  refrun  from 
QZpresaing  his  views  of  it. 

Ur.  GnjfOHK  expreaeed  bia  regret  lliat  he 
oonld  not^  oondstenUy  with  bia  duty  to  his 
otmstitoentfl,  oomiJj  with  the  re<pest  of  the 
gentlemaa  from  KentDCky,  to  withdraw  hia 
proposition.  This  was  a  snlgect,  he  said,  in 
which  the  district  which  he  represented  felt  a 
great  deal  of  interest.  After  a  hdl  and  fair  ex- 
amination, the  oommistdoners  mider  the  act  of 
1828  had  given  a  preference  to  three  sites,  two 
of  which  were  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sented, viz :  if  steam  power  were  need,  Pitts- 
burg— if  water  power,  Beaver :  the  further  ex- 
amination and  re-enamination  of  sites,  he  said, 
oonld  only  tend  farther  to  procrastinate  the 
establishment  of  this  armory,  the  expediency 
of  which  was  admitted  by  all.  The  best  prop- 
osition that  he  had  seen  was  contained  in  the 
hill  reported  at  the  two  last  sessions,  which 
proposed,  in  sobstanoe,  that  the  three  gentle- 
men who  had  made  the  former  report,  (^tie- 
men  of  high  repntation  for  both  talents  and 
integrity,)  should  be  anthorized  to  determine 
the  location  of  the  armory.  He  oould  not 
sistently  withdraw  his  motion  for  amendment, 
tbongh  he  believed  that,  if  the  sabject  was 
thrown  wide  open,  as  proposed,  we  should  be 
■fartlwr  from  the  eetaUishment  of  an  armory  on 
the  WeatttTQ  watM«  than  we  now  ara 

Mr.  Uallast,  of  Vermont,  took  a  review  of 
the  hi^rj  of  this  propoMtion  for  the  eatab- 
Ushment  of  a  Western  armory.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment;  and  for  reasona 
which  he  gave  at  large,  he  was  opposed  to  any 
attempt  to  settle  the  question  of  looation  in 
thie  Honse.  He  showed  the  difficnlliee  wluch 
would  attend  tta  aetHement  here.  Be  waa  fbr 
leaving  it  open,  eo  aa  to  let  the  plaoe  be  desig- 
nated by  the  £xecntive. 

Mr.  iKSsrsaa,  of  IndiaiiB,  after  ft  few  ex- 
planatory remarks,  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Oiucobk,  in  the  shape 
<^  a  proviso,  that  the  site  oi  the  anaorj  shomd 
be  fixed  "  as  far  west  as  tbe  Itmgitude  of  Zaoee- 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio." 

The  question  was  takm  on  this  last  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative, 

Hr.  BiviKB,  Delegate  from  Aj-kansae,  said, 
that,  as  it  eeemed  to  be  agreed  that  an  armory 
ought  to  be  estabUsbed  on  the  Western  waters, 
he  could  not  bnt  urge  the  claims  of  the  oonn- 
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manufacture  arms,  for  the  pnrpase  d 
J  the  nation  against  its  enemies.  The 
next  qneetion  was,  where  was  the  Verien 
country  to  be  invaded  by  an  enemy )  Gtixi 
by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier,  ot  at  Ksir  Or- 
leans. If  this  armory  should  be  located  oa  llie 
Ohio,  what  would  be  the  oonseqneaoet  Tbe 
Government  will  have  U>  bny  a  ute,  to  Uj 
fnel,  &0.,  to  mann&oture  the  arms;  and,  That 
roannfaotored,  it  was  well  known  that  for  otff- 
ly  half  the  year  the  Ohio  waa  dried  up,  ud  for 
a  great  part  of  the  other  was  frozen  0T«r,  m  h 
to  place  great  difficult;  and  uncertain^  in  tbe 
way  of  prompt  transportation  of  these  ina 
wherever  they  mi^t  be  wanted.  Weet  of  tbt 
Uisrisnppi  were  to  be  found  ineibaostiUe 
^ninee  of  iron  ore ;  the  Government  owni  tbt 
the  Qovemment  owns  the  ftiel;  Ibe 
Government  owns  the  mines,  Ac,  hxi^  uid  all 
the  expense  of  purchasing  these  would  bt 
saved.  With  these  facts  before  the  Home,  ii 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  proper  U 
locate  the  armory  west  of  the  MisaisTm 
where  it  could  promptly  and  effectoally  ftuii* 
arms  to  defend  the  frontier,  and  to  defend  Ker 
Orleans,  Ac.  For  theee  reasons,  be  hoped  tbit 
the  amendment  wonld  be  rqected,  and  tbe 
resolution  left  as  open  aa  possible,  so  as  to  rita* 
of  free  selection. 

Mr.  Vahob,  of  Ohio,  stated,  aa  a  i*""** 
leaving  this  inquiry  open  and  free  from  ^''^^ 
tioTi,  that,  when  the  surveys  under  the  act « 
18S3  were  made,  the  improvement  of  the  W(* 
em  country,  by  means  of  canals,  bad  not  be- 
gun :  whersaa.  if  there  had  been  a  canal  thoi, 
as  now,  extending  within  a  few  miles  of  ZuK^ 
ville,  that  report  wonld  probably  have  beano 
favor  of  the  location  at  Reveille.  At  CiiiM- 
nati,  also,  he  said,  an  important  pohit  wss  mw 
bymeausofthecanaL  The  effieet  of  this  "« 
of  internal  improvement  at  other  pointo  *■ 
such  as  to  warrant  the  whole  enbjeot  be^ 
thrown  open  for  ftirther  examination.  H,** 
gentleman  trom  Pennsylvania  wonld  i"*/^ 
draw  hia  amendment,  therefore,  Mr.  V.  bof* 
that  it  wonld  not  be  agreed  to.  ,, 

Mr.  DiinKL,  of  Kentucky,  tmitea  flirt  ^ 
amendment  wonld  not  be  agreed  to ;  f'^'i  *T 
as  Pennsylvania  was  concerned  it  wss  P*™™ 
the  game  of  open  and  shut.  It  was  ima,  tw 
under  the  act  of  1828  the  oommiwonW  MJ 
exsmined  and  recommended  the  rites  ft  wa™ 
andHttsbnrg;  bnt  they  had  never  ei«iMi|«' 
great  variety  of  mtea  m  the  State  of  Kefltwi 
ar  superior  to  any  others  that  had  l***^,^^ 
ined  in  any  part  of  the  Muntry.  '"w'T'.S 
Little  Sandy  (as  the  reporter  nndentaxi  im 
gentleman)  afforded  far  superior  advant*g»  " 
the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  or  any  other  a» J^ 
had  been  eTaminedr  and  if  ««^''^'^ 
were  sent  there,  he  ventured  to  P«^'<*J?i 
they  would  fix  on  that  very  spot,  tt  "'JJ 
their  attention  had  never  been  attraried,  M 
rite  for  the  armory.    Mr.  D.  tt^t*^*!!  j  ^ 


by  west  of  the  Mississippi  to  its  location^  rrantagea  <rf  this  ptoition,  and  *'""'*^S|  [-« 
the  olgeot  of  this  armory,  he  asked  Ilfnniaoes,  foi^es,  forertB,  airf  ine»J»»°*'^  "^ 
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iron  was  maniibctnred  there  that  was  made  in 
this  Union,  and  cheaper  too  than  in  aaj  other 
portion  of  the  Weetem  oonntry.  For  this  rea- 
son he  wai  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  FannajlTonia,  preferring  that 
the  whole  entgect  ^onld  be  left  open. 

The  modon  of  Mr.  Qiucobk  to  amend  the 
reaolntion  ires  then  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Mallabt  then  moved  to  amend  the  reeo 
hition  BO  as  to  direct  the  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  aothorizing  the  United 
States  to  establish  an  armory  at  some  suitable 
point  on  the  WestAm  waters. 

Ur.  Vanob  said  a  few  words  uwnst  the 
amendment,  and  einresaiTe  of  a  wish  that  the 
whole  subject  aboula  be  left  open  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hal- 
IiABt'b  motion,  and  decided  in  the  nt^tiTS. 

Ur.  Hathis,  of  Qeorria,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  whiui  was  to  direct  an  in- 
quiry into  the  eipedienoj  of  a  further  exami- 
nation and  subsequent  location  of  a  site,  &o. 

And  this  amendment  also  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  original 
proporation  to  inatruot  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  "  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
eatabliBhing  an  armorj  at  some  anitable  point 
on  the  Western  watwa,"  and  detuded  in  the 
affirmative,  ntm.  eon. 

TuuDAT,  December  22. 
S^fiue  Load*  in  Tmnemee. 
Mr.  Obooeitt  snbmittted  for  oonnderatioti 
the  following  resolution : 

Ji—olved,  That  the  memorisl  of  the  State  of 
TennetBce  on  the  subject  of  public  landa  be  with- 
dtaiTD  rrom  the  fliea  of  this  House,  and  referred  to 
die  Select  Committee  ndsed  ou  the  snbject  of  the 


Ur.  BlaiBj  of  Tennessee,  observed  that  the 
■ulyeot  of  this  reeolntion  had  tieen  already  re- 
ferred to  a  Btanding  Oommittae  of  this  Honse, 
(the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa,)  and  he 
did  not  see  why  it  should  now  be  proposed  to 
i«fer  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  CitooEtn  said,  that,  at  the  last  session, 
this  snlgject  had  been  referred  to  a  Beleot  Com- 
mittee. He  had  himself  now  taken  charge  of 
iL  and  he  wanted  all  the  documents  to  be 
placed  before  his  conmiittee.  He  waa  not 
aware  that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Landa  at  all ;  but  he  did 
not  see  whv  one  part  of  the  subject  ahould  be 
in  the  hands  of  one  oonmiittee,  and  one  part  in 
the  hands  of  another.  He  did  not  know  what 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds  conld  have 
to  do  with  it,  since  it  had  been  specially  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  On  that  com- 
mittee were  several  gentlemea  from  the  East: 
ein  States,  who  know  very  little  about  theae 


mbjeota,  and  he  wanted  them  to  have  a  fair 
chanoe.  He  wanted  them  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  looking  into  the  whole  subject.  He 
wanted  these  Eastern  gentlemen  on  the  oom- 
mittee  to  be  enabled  to  examine  the  sut^ect, 
and  make  a  fur  report  upon  it.  He  wanted  to 
act  honorably  himself,  and  do  jostioe  to  the 
Giovernment  on  this  subject ;  imd  he  did  not 
see  any  reasonable  ground  for  Uia  opposition  of 
his  colleagnea  to  bja  motion. 

Mr.  I&1.0KB  said,  that  aa  a  member  of  the 
Honae,  he  thought  he  might  truly  say,  he  felt 
very  Indifferent  as  to  what  oouim  this  sabjeot 
should  take.  BnL  aa  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  he  felt  bound  to 
state,  that  by  the  order  of  the  House,  the  me- 
morial and  documents  referred  to  were  now  in 
the  handa  of  that  oommiuee,  and  the  gentle- 
dud's  reeolutioD,  if  weed  to,  would,  he  pr»- 
sumed,  be  wholly  ine&otnaL  What  the  eenae 
of  the  CtHnmittae  on  the  Public  I^nda  might 
be  on  thia  ant^eot,  he  waa  not  autboriied  to 
say.  It  mi^t  be  that  that  committee  might 
be  disposed  to  have  itaelf  disohaned  frun  the 
oonsideration  of  the  futt)eot,  and  have  it  re- 
ferredtothegentlemanwho  had  taken  "oharge" 
of  the  suUeot,  aa  if  he  were  the  only  membeor 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  interested  in  it. 
For  himself,  Ur.  L  s^d,  he  did  not  profess  to 
have  taken  "chaive"  of  it,  but,  in  what  ha 
had  said,  he  acted  only  aa  the  organ  of  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Ur.  Oboozbtt  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 

Cpoee  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  the  Publia 
ids  from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial, 
&&,  and  refer  it  to  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject. 

Ur.  Pole  aaid-  that,  at  hie  instance,  this  sub- 
ject bad  been  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Pnblio  Landa,  believing  that  no  other  direction 
oould  properly  be  given  to  it  It  was  pre* 
aumed  that  some  of  the  difficulties  attending  it 
had  been  elucidated  by  the  debates  of  the  last 
Congrem,  at  least  to  the  membera  of  that  Con- 
gress. He  had  heard  this  morning  the  remark, 
which  he  had  often  heard  before,  that  the  re- 
port of  a  Select  Coomiittee  had  not  the  weight 
with  thia  House  of  the  report  of  a  Standmg 
Committer  and  that  waa  the  only  reason  why, 
the  other  day,  he  had  tmposed  the  refbrenoe  of 
thia  iul^ect  to  a  Select  Oommittee.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  House  had  not  then  under- 
stood  the  objection,  or  they  woold  not  have 
referred  this  snbject,  as  they  did.  to  a  Select 
Committee.  He  would  only  add,  that,  after 
the  aabject  had  been  debated  here  at  the  lost 
seodon,  he  had  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  General  Land  Offloe,  through  the 
Treasury  Department,  for  all  the  information 
which  it  could  present  on  the  snlgeot.  That 
informatitHi,  he  understood,  had  been  obtwned, 
and  in  a  short  time  would  be  transmitted  to  the 
House.  Ur.  P.  added  that  he  trosted  that  hia 
colleague  would  not  oonuder  that  those  of  bii 
own  State,  who  expressed  any  views  upon  thia 
snlgeot,  were  at  aU  d " 


1  disposed  to  intCTfere  with 
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his  rights  and  hk  priTilogea  here.  All  that 
the;  wished  was,  that  the  sahjeot  should  on- 
dergo  that  conBideration  irhidi  it  onght,  be- 
lieving, SB  tbej  did,  that  a  report  from  a  Stand- 
ing Committee  woold  can>more  wei^t  than 
a  report  from  a  Belact  Committae. 

ttr.  Cbockktt  Mid,  it  was  oertainlf  an  awk- 
ward sitnation  for  theae  pftpera  to  be  placed  in, 
for  one  committee  to  have  one  part  of  them  in 
poBsesaion,  and  another  committee  aaotlier 
part.  These  lands  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  sure ;  but  he  did  not  know  what 
the  committee  on  the  sabject  of  the  pnblio  lands 
generallj  had  to  do  with  them.  These  stood 
on  a  different  footing  &om  other  public  lands. 
There  never  h&d  been  a  snrvejor  of  the  United 
States  in  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  these 
scraps  and  remnants,  left  after  the  location  of 
the  North  Oarolina  grants,  stood  npon  a  differ- 
ent footing  from  the  general  STstem  of  the 
pnblio  lanoa.  His  object  was,  that  the  Select 
Oommittoe  should  propose  the  most  equitable 
wajr  of  disposing  of  them  for  the  ben^t  of  his 
ooostitnents  and  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
which,  he  believed,  would  be  to  give  these 
florqis  of  land  to  the  poor  people  living  on  and 
among  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Ifr.  Obook- 
ktt'b  motion,  as  modified,  and  decided  in  the 
"0  votes  to  or. 


Wbdhksdat,  December  SS. 
lifting  Ottt  of  tA«  Brandj/Kine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UoDuffib,  the  Eonse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Qommittee  of  the  WhtJe  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  Ur.  Habhis,  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  being  oalled  to  the  chair,  and  took  ap 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Oommittoe  of  Ways 
and  Means,  for  miihing  an  appropriation  for 
fitting  for  sea  the  frigate  Brandywine.  No  oh- 
jection  being  made  to  the  bill,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  to  the  Honse  withont  amend- 
ment 

On  the  question  of  cwdering  the  bill  to  be 
^grossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  MoDuFFiK,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  briefly  stated  the  neoessitr 
for  this  appropriation.  The  fact  was  known  to 
every  member  of  the  House,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  in  the  Gnlf  of 
Mexico  and  with  Sonth  America  was  snbjeat 
to  piratical  depredations ;  and,  also,  that  the 
political  relations  of  the  Governments  of  the 
sonth  were  in  snch  a  state  as  required  that  the 
United  States  should  maintun  a  considerable 
naval  force  in  that  sea.  The  recent  loss  of  the 
Hornet  made  it  almost  indin«nssble  that  an- 
other vessel  should  be  immediately  despatched 
to  supply  her  place.  For  this  purpose,  this  ^>- 
propmtioD  was  necessarr. 

The  bill  was  then  oroered,  a^m.  coo,,  to  be 
engrosMd,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


MoRSAT,  Beoember  &8. 
Compentatitm  qfJifmibert  qf  Congrm. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Ccn- 
mittee  of  the  Whcde,  Mr.  BnaauTAS  in  tto 
chair,  on  the  foUowing  bill : 

Bt  it  tnatied,  dx.  That  the 
Senate  and  the  Sergeant^t-Anns  o 
fiepreseatatlves  s^JI,  at  the  con 
exih  ssBsian  of  Congress,  oblUB  bom  eadi  mente 
the  nuns  of  the  post  ofice  Bearest  his  reidtBC^ 
and  shall  tiien  procure  from  the  Fostnustw  Oe» 
t*]  an  exact  statemeot  of  the  (UsUnce  to  nld  pM 
office  from  the  seat  of  aovemment,  coainlil 
according  to  the  poet  road  to  said  post  office ;  ifitr 
which,  he  shall  add  to,  or  subtract  {rom,  tbe  mi 
statement  as  the  case  may  be,  the  ihstuce  fiw 
the  «ud  post  office  to  the  residence  of  nid  aeo- 
ber ;  upon  which  statement  the  mileage  of  oA 
member  is  to  be  computed. 

"  Sic.  fi.  Atid  be  ilfurtlter  eiuieltd.  That,  oo  iIm 
BtihI  settlement  of  Uie  aoeonnt  «f  each  mei^jcr,hi 
shall  subjoin,  at  tbe  foot  of  tils  acoonnt,  a  eeriiSaU 
that  he  has  dednoted  from  his  account  all  ind  cut 
□f  the  days  on  which  be  ma*  have  been  ibMst 
&om  tbe  seat  of  Oovenunent  during  those  dijiw 
which  the  House  to  which  ha  belongs  msj  lun 
been  in  session." 

Mr.  WioKurrB,  Chairman  of  the  Comniitttt 
of  Ketrenchment^  by  whom  this  hill  wu  ra- 
ported,  briefly  e^luned  its  olijeotB,  which  ar^ 
as  appears  from  uie  &oe  of  it,  g^ierallj,  to  » 
tablisn  a  nnifi^m  rule  for  oompoling  the  sUo*- 
anoe  for  traveling  expenses  of  members,  tni 
to  limit  thdr  pet  oImu  allowance  to  sndi  d^ 
as  they  shall  aetoally  be  ia  attendance  on  Ooa- 
P**^  ,^ 

Mr.  Hams  asked  how  the  gentianan  fito 
Eentnoky  i»«pOBed,  where  there  was  mtmim 
one  post  road  by  whl^  a  member's  mileW 
might  l>e  computed,  (as  was  the  caw  wiu 
many  members,}  to  determine  by  which  a 
those  roads  the  compntation  of  distanoe  ah«M 
be  made.  There  ought,  he  sud,  if  the  Iw 
passed,  to  be  snch  pre^on  in  its  terms,  M  U 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  manner  in  wluoh  d 
should  be  oonstrued. 

Mr.  WioEunx  said  that  the  difficult  kV| 
gested  by  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia  ebovH 
stiU  more  the  neoes^ty  of  some  legal jnwirfai 
on  this  subject  If  there  was  a  difficult  m 
detormining  between  post  roads  as  the  moswi 
of  oompntation,  there  was  still  a  great^oa- 
onlty  where  there  were  river  routes,  si  «l|  * 
roads,  to  oompnte  by.  In  cases  where  wM 
were  various  poet  roads  leading  to  and  "^ 
the  ssme  point,  the  gentieman  trora  G^^K" 
might  attMn  his  otgeot  by  amending  the  biB  w 
OS  that  the  nearest  road  should  be  taken  is  tw 
raiterion.  Mr.  W,  had  no  olgection  himMU  » 
such  a  provision,  though  he  would  not  mo** 
it,  because,  he  aaid,  there  were  soma  P°" 
routes  on  whioh  there  was  no  convenient  ttw- 
elling,  or  accommodation  for  travalieri,  e™ 
on  horseback.  He  did  not  see,  howe»er, '^ 
this  otyeotion  of  detail  shonld  be  an  olitso** 
to  the  prindple  of  the  talL 
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Ur.  HA-nns  expressed  his  regret  diat  the 
gentlraasa  boia  Eeotncky  ehoald  nave  misoon- 
fldved  the  motiTe  of  the  yerj  fetr  rem&rka 
which  he  had  made.  It  was  no  pari  of  hU 
purpose  to  interpose  an^  obstacle  in  the  waj  of 
the  bill.  He  only  suggested  a  difflonltr  in  Its 
detail,  irhich  be  wished  to  see  obviated. 

Ur.  Di.yi8,  of  South  Oarolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  b;  insartiiig  the  word  "  short- 
est," BO  tliat  the  dieUnoe  should  be  oompnted 
according  to  the  shortest  poet  road. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Kr.  SrKBiaxRB  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  bf 
Btriking  out,  where  tiiey  occnr^the  words  "  and 
shall  then  procnre  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
end."  In.  rapport  of  this  amendment,  Ur.  8. 
enid,  that,  when  we  reflect  apon  tlie  manner  in 
which  the  distanoes  on  poet  roads  are  aaoer- 
tuned  at  the  General  Poet  Office,  it  was  proba- 
ble that  the  Postmaster  General  would  know 
aa  tittle  aoooratelj  about  them  as  the  members 
of  this  House,  and  perbapa  leas.  The  distances 
upon  tiiese  roads  were  more  or  less  nnoertain, 
even  where  beat  known ;  and  he  believed  that 
the  information  ooold  be  got  from  the  members 
of  the  Honse  better  than  elsewhere,  and  he 
thought  that  credit  ongbt  to  be  given  to  their 
atatomeats  on  the  snbjeet.  It  was  a  faot  be- 
jond  dispnte,  that  no  oertun  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  distanoes  between  different  post 
offices,  as  stated  on  the  Post  Office  books ;  and 
be  thooght,  therefore,  that  the  statements  of 
nembera  onght  to  be  relied  upon  in  preference. 

Hr.  WioKLiFR  observed,  that  one  meia  ob- 
ject of  this  bill  was  to  throw  from  the  mem- 
bers here  the  responaibilitj'  of  fixing  the 
smoont  or  their  own  mileage.  That,  if  they 
were  allowed  to  fix  that,  it  would  involve  the 
exercise  of  as  mnoh  discretion  aa  if  they  were 
t6  be  allowed  for  the  amonnt  of  their  own  per 
diem  allowance.  He  knew  no  better  stendvd, 
be  said,  hj  which  the  distance  of  the  residence 
of  tiie  members  could  be  ascertained,  than  the 
books  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Uore 
universal  oertaintf,  he  thooght,  wonld  be  at- 
tained by  filing  the  distanoes  in  this  way,  than 
t^  leaving  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the 
members  of  the  HonM. 

Mr.  BtEBtSKBi  sdd,  that  Ms  amendment  did 
not  propose  to  leave  ttiis  matter  whtdlj  to  the 
diacretion  of  each  member  in  each  case,  for  it 
confined  him  to  stating  the  distance  of  the 
nearest  post  road  to  his  residence — a  reaponsi- 
Ulity  vttkioh,  Ur.  S.  thought,  ought  to  be 
tlirown  upon  him,  and  him  sJone. 

lb.  Bttbsbs  said  he  would  not  permit  blm- 
■elf  to  doubt  that  any  gentleman,  making  a 
statement  to  this  Honse,  would  make  it  trnly ; 
and  if  any  misstatement  of  distanoes  had  been 
made,  he  felt  bonnd  to  presume  that  it  had 
been  made  aocideDtally,  and  would  be  correct- 
ed as  sooD  as  disoovered.  He  could  not  see  the 
utility  of  this  UD  at  alL  he  said,  unlets  it  was 
intended  to  say,  by  a  solemn  enactment  of  this 
House,  that  the  members  of  Oongresa  are  not 
to  be  bmated  in  questitms  in  whlcn  tiieir  inter- 


est may  come  in  conflict  with  their  veracity. 
I^  however,  facts  warranted  such  an  asanmp- 
tion,  there  might  be  safficient  reason  to  jnstiQr 
the  passage  of  that  bill.  Until  some  statement 
of  hots.  Aioving  grounds  for  this  assumption, 
abonld  oe  made  on  the  anthority  of  tike  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  he  could  not  be 
warranted  in  voting  for  a  bill  authorizing  such 
a  reflection  on  the  House.  He  had  never 
heard  that  any  snob  report  had  been  made 
by  the  committee.  He  oad  never  heard  au- 
thentioatly  that  any  gentleman  of  tiiis  House, 
or  of  the  Senate,  had  ever  taken  any  more 
money  for  mileage  than,  on  a  fur  calcnlation,  he 
was  entitied  to  receive.  He  conld  not  vote  for 
this  amendment,  therefore,  or  for  the  bill,  hot 
shonld  be  disposed,  when  tiie  bill  oame  before 
the  Bonse,  to  move  ito  re-commitment,  with  a 
view  to  obt^  from  the  committee  a  report  of 
sach  facts  as  shonld  show  that  the  bill  was  not 
merely  justified,  but  called  for,  by  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  interest. 
Mr,  Stbomq,  of  New  York,  hoped  that  the 


amendment  would  prevul.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  text  of  the  bill  to  impose  on  tae  Post- 
master General  the  responriUlity  of  detemdu- 


ing  the  distances  which  memb^  travel  from 
their  rendenoes  to  this  Hoose.  This,  said  Mr. 
S.,  was  distmating  the  veracity  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  It  wsa,  besides,  turning 
over  the  Sergeant-at-Arma  of  the  House  to  the 
direction  of  the  Postanaster  General,  who  is 
not  an  officer  of  this  Bouse,  and  ought  to  be 
allowed  no  control  over  its  officers  or  its  ac- 
tion. The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  responsible 
to  tiie  presiding  officer  of  thia  Honae ;  and  why 
was  he  to  be  turned  over  to  an  officer  not  re- 
aponaible  in  any  manner  to  tins  House !  Why 
rely  upon  him,  and  take  away  the  anpervising 

Sower  of  the  Bpeaker  of  this  Honse  t  Mr.  a. 
oped  that  the  amendment  wonld  prev^  and 
that  the  subject  would  be  left  in  charge  of  the 
officers  of  this  House,  as  it  now  is,  and  to 
whom  itproperly  belonged. 

Mr,  WiozLiTFB,  in  reply  to  the  genUeman 
from  Rhode  Island,  who  said  tiiat  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bilL  because  the  committee  whicb 
reported  it  had  not  reported  a  statement  of 
facts,  stated,  aa  a  member  of  the  committee, 
that  the  facte  of  overcharge  of  mileage  by 
membCTH  was  within  the  knowledge  of  that 
committee.  He  felt  no  disposition,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  to  preeent,  in  a  spedflc  re- 
port, the  names  of  individual  members,  who, 
under  the  law  of  181B,  had  drawn  an  undue 
amount  of  mileage,  bnt  he  now  stated  tiie  faot 
generally,  that  a  practice  had  obtained  in  tbia 
House,  aa  its  records  would  prove,  by  which 
members  fr«m  the  same  State,  and  the  same 
neighborhood,  have  been  in  the  bsbit  of  com- 
pntmg  their  mileage  differently,  some  by  water 
and  some  by  land.  It  was  believed  by  the 
committee  that  there  should  be  some  umform 
standard  by  which  this  mileage  should  be  oom- 
pnted. He  allnded  to  the  f^  within  the 
recollection  of  gentiemen  near  him,  that,  in 
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the  joar  1828,  the  practice  first  benn  intliu 
HoDse  of  ohargiDg  mileage  by  the  nver  route ; 
eiuca  when,  the  practice  had  beea  gntdnallf 
extending  itself.  At  that  time,  a  geotleman, 
not  now  a  member,  daimsd  the  privilege  of 
cliarging  for  the  diatanoe  of  desoending  the 
Uiwieainpi,  ssoending  the  Ohio,  and  thence  hj 
land.  Nor  waa  it  for  that  seeaioD  onlj  that  the 
diarge  waa  made ;  for  he  went  back  biz  pre- 
ce^g  aewioDs,  and  clumed  and  reo^ved  the 
aama  rate  of  allowanoe.  ThJa  fact  wonld  be 
shown  bj  the  aooonnta  now  on  file  in  the 
Treasury  Department  Kor  was  this,  said  Ur. 
v.,  the  only  instance  of  snch  chargee.  We 
{the  committee)  then  conceived,  that,  whilst 
we  were  complaining  of  conatmctive  JoomeyB, 
and  chai^^  for  jonmeys  never  made,  &c.,  on 
the  part  of  other  pablic  agents,  it  was  proper, 
from  a  regard  to  consistency,  that  we  ahoold  at 
least  pat  a  stop  to  this  bosineBe  of  oomslrDctiTe 
joorneya  among  onrselves.  The  act  of  1818 
declaring  that  the  compntation  of  the  distance 
of  travel  of  members  of  Ootigress  ahoold  be 
made  by  the  most  nsnai  ronte,  the  compntadon 
of  the  circuitons  river  roate  was  a  plain  per- 
version and  abnse  of  the  law.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  committee  thought  it  beet  to  give  to 
the  FoBtmaat«r  General  the  po'wer  to  detenoine 
the  distances.  If  the  amendment  now  nnder 
consideration  should  prevail,  by  what  criterion 
will  the  ofBcers  of  the  Honse  be  governed  in 
■  ascertaining  the  nearest  post  road  ?  It  will  not 
do,  said  he,  to  tell  db,  with  the  facts  before  onr 
eyes,  that  the  decision  of  each  member,  in  his 
own  case,  will  be  an  infallible  test.  For  the 
same  reason,  we  might  leave  the  whole  snl^eot 
of  compensation  open,  Bnt^  eeii  Ur,  W,,  we 
propose  to  take  from  tlie  member  the  privilege 
of  using,  at  his  own  will  and  pleasare,  the  ex- 
tent of  his  compensation.  If  the  Honse  shonld 
reqnire  from  the  committee  a  statement  of 
facts,  they  wonld  discharge  that  dnty  rigorous- 
ly, aa  for  as  they  conld.  They  would  asoMt^n 
what  were  tlie  actnol  distances  of  the  post 
offices  near  which  members  reside,  and  reporii 
the  Boms  which  each  had  received  for  mileage. 
Bat  they  had  Dot  conceived  this  neoessory- 
They  wished  to  make  no  implication  of  indi- 
viduals,  but  aimply  to  provide  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  intention  of  the  act  of  1818. 

Ur.  CoTTLTBB  vindicated  the  committee  from 
tlie  suggestion  of  their  having  presented  this 
bill  unadviseiny  to  the  Honse.  All  the  facts 
on  which  this  bill  is  founded  (he  said)  were 
distinctly  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Retrenchment  at  the  Besaiim  before  the  last, 
when  a  bill  was  reported  to  the  same  effect  aa 
this,  but  not  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time ;  as, 
too,  was  the  case  with  the  same  bill  at  the  last 
session.  If  the  facts  stated  in  that  report  were 
tru^  (and  that  thev  were  true  there  could  be 
no  donbt,  for  they  bad  not  been  questioned,)  it 
was  important  that  some  remMy  should  be 
provided:  for,  it  nppesred,  either  that  the  law 
waa  defective,  or  that,  in  the  eieoution  of  it, 
abase  had  crept  into  the  proceedings  of  the 


Hoose.  He  preanmed,  now  that  the  evil  tm 
BO  dearly  pmntad  ont,  the  redding  offiur  ani 
subordinate  offioen  of  tbe  Hooae  might  eomet 
it,  and  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  tbenfbn 
be  said  to  be  nnneoaeaarj.  Bat,  inaooHl  ■ 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  Uiroti^  to 
retort  of  the  Oommittee  of  BetrenduBSBt,  fttt 
of  the  nadon,  had  be«i  heretofore  attraettd  U 
the  Bolgect,  it  wonld  be  aa  easy  now  to  fm 
the  bill,  if  it  affords  a  r«nedy,  as  to  rqtct  it. 
That  the  bill  doee  afford  a  remedy,  (iM  laii 
oonld  not  be  deaied.  It  must  be  admitted,  a 
aigned,  that  this  law,  too,  mi^,  in  cooim  d 
time,  oome  to  be  abused.  What  hmnin  Inr 
cannot  be  abased  t  Too  cannot  place  a  buiiv 
to  human  ingennitj  or  error.  The  only  qaei- 
tion  is,  does  tUs  bill  offer  a  competent  nmtdf 
to  an  admitted  evil  t  On  that  sntgect  then 
can  be  no  qnestion :  for,  if  it  paasea,  a  cocupm- 
tion  of  diatanoe  by  water  ooBieea  can  nenr  ba 
sabstituted  tor  a  oonpataUon  of  dislaiml? 
land.  It  waa  comparalivdy  indiSbrent  to  biffli 
(he  said.)  whether  the  proposed  amuidiHit 
prevailed  or  not :  bnt,if  it  did,  the  dislasMrf 


breast.    He  meant  no  impntationoc 
reat; 

tent  Ju^ie  or  wlmeaa  in  hia  own  ca 


I  unpntauo 
bera  of  Oongreat ;  bnt  (be  said)  all  h 
on  the  prewunptioD  that  man  is  not  a  ccifM- 


asBoniingtoomaehftw  tbb  Honse  to  ask  SxiU 
membws  exemption  frran  this  rule  of  Ut, 
eMabUahed  and  piMtteed  opon  in  all  dviliad 
natioiiB.  The  nilee  of  thin  House  have  sbei^ 
made  all  the  imputation  npon  members  vIihb 
can  be  inferred  from  this  bul,  by  eiclvdiag  nj 
member  from  voting  npon  any  qiuetjoi  >> 
which  he  is  personally  intereeted,  && 

Mr.  TiTLOB,  of  New  York,  sad  that  one  « 
the  present  roles  of  the  Honse,  in  stating  llje 
datiee  of  the  Committee  of  Aooonnts,  ssja  ">> 
shall  be  the  daty  of  t^e  committee  fsmong  oth- 
er things)  to  audit  the  aooounts  of  tne  membn 
for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Oota* 
ment,  Mid  tiieir  attwdanoe  in  the  House."  ^ 
fbr  as  he  was  advised,  (Ur.  T.  said,)  the  pntoN 
of  the  presiding  officer  almys  had  been,  ^M 
any  differwioe  arose  between  any  menit* 
and  the  Sergeantrat-Arms  aa  to  oompensattn. 
fto.,  to  refer  the  question  ior  deoisioo  to  »• 
Committee  of  Accounts,  and  to  settle  vifh  W* 
member  according  to  the  dedaion  of  thit  <w*" 
mittM.  He  knew  that  Una  had  w^^ 
been  the  oaae,  and,  m  far  as  he  was  adn:*^  » 
had  always  bben  the  case.  The  Speskei  m 
not  been  at  liber^  to  decide  snoh  11°^*'''^ 
since  they  were  tliua,  by  role,  espe«»llj  »»'" 
red  to  anolJier  organ  of  the  House.  Ky  <>*> 
choice  would  be,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  thinking,  fr« 
the  statements  which  have  been  mads,  vf^* 
remedy  is  required,  instead  el  unpoBing  tW 
duty  on  the  Postmaster  General  of  Sii*£  ™ 
distanoee,  so  to  amooA  the  bill  as  lo  r«q<in«(H 
ofBcers  of  the  Honse  to  procure  the  ''•J**2 
information.  After  reqnuing  that  the  "l"^^ 
post  road  should  be  the  rtandard  rf  ooap«» 
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tinn,  I  wonld  leave  it  to  the  offieers  of  the 
House,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  proper  oom- 
mittee,  to  ascortun  the  diat&noM. 

The  qoeetioii  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  8tbk- 
igbke'b  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, 80  Totea  to  46, 

Mr.  SEima,  of  Marf land,  moved  tc  strike  oot 
that  part  of  the  first  seotdon  which  follows  the 
word  "  post  office  "  In  the  ninth  line,  as  above. 
He  thought  thia  was  descending  too  mnch  into 
mlnntie,  giving  mntdi  tronble  without  any  prao- 
ticalben<£t. 

The  motion  waa  not  BKreed  to. 

Mr.  WioEUTVB  moved  an  amendment  of  a 
proviso  to  the  second  section,  exempting  mem- 
bers detained  from  the  House  by  known  dck- 
neas  from  the  operation  of  this  seodoo. 

With  these  amendments,  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  HoQse. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Ur.  Vkbplaitok,  that 
the  Eome  do  reoonslder  the  vote  taken  on 
Thnraday  last,  the  24th  instant,  on  the  qnestion 
to  le^M  to  the  following  resolution,  moved  by 
3fr.  Oabbok,  viz : 

"  Saotvtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  iDto  the  eipedieacy  of  estabUBhing  a 
branch  of  the  United  States  iQnt  in  the  gold  re- 
gioa  of  North  Oaiolina." 

And  on  the  question,  "  Will  the  House  reoon- 
dder  the  sud  vote  I "  It  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  OAfieoH  rose,  and  sidd  that  he  hod  been 
induced  to  offer  the  resolution  Stomvarionscoo- 
rideratious,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which 
was,  the  highly  iotereeting  inntrmoHon  he  was 
induoad  to  believe  would  be  elidted  by  snoh  on 
inquiry.  That  it  will  prove  neoessary  to  estab- 
lish a  mint  in  North  Carolina,  to  the  extent  to 
whioh  Buoh  an  eetabiishment  now  exists  in 
Philadelphia,  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to 
aay ;  and  were  he  to  hazard  on  opinion,  as  at 
preeeDt  advised,  he  wonld  say  that  it  would 
not  be  neoeesary*  A  branch,  however,  of  the 
Hint  might  1m  found  neoeaaary.  For  inatanoe, 
(aaid  he,)  an  offloe  under  national  authority, 
oonoeoted  with  a  mother  institatdon,  to  assay 
onr  metals,  and  show  ub  th^  correct  value — 
to  stomp  onr  bars  of  gold,  and  prepare  them 
br  a  circolating  medium,  or  as  an  artiote  of 
^poait,  apon  which  droalating  medimn  might 
iaaue.  This  wonld  also  prevent  fronds  fi^m 
being  practised ;  for,  while  it  wonld  show  the 
owner  the  real  vslne  of  the  metaL  it  wonld 
sIm)  seonre  the  pnrohager  from  fronds,  saoh  oa 
mixing  alloy  with  the  gold,  whioh  otherwise 
-would  be  diffionlt  to  detect  In  a  word,  (Mr. 
O.  said,)  the  inqniry  would  do  no  injury,  while 
tl>ere  was  a  probability  of  its  doing  good,  for 
any  report  made  by  the  committee  wilt  be  snb- 
fHt  to  the  foCore  aotion  and  control  of  the 
House. 

When  I  introdaoed  the  resolution  to  Thurs- 
day last,  (said  Mr.  O.J  I  will  not  disguise  the 
bet  that  I  Mt  considerable  Bolioitode  for  ita 
pnaage.    Bni,  air,  my  anxiety  haa  in  a  degree 


been  diminiHhed,  not  that  I  deem  the  inqniry 
less  important,  bat  becanse  I  obaerved  an  hon- 
orable colleague  (Mr.  Conbbb)  voting  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  reeolution.  For  that  gentleman, 
sir,  I  have  alwaya,  since  onr  first  acqaaintaDoe, 
entertained  the  higheet  personal  respect,  and  so 
also  have  I  for  hia  opinions ;  and,  sir,  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  no  part  of  the  State 
is  more  deeply  interested  in  all  enhjecte  oon- 
neoted  with  the  precious  metals  than  the  dis- 
trict represented  by  my  colleogne,  (for,  sir,  the 
greoteat  proportions,  as  yet,  have  been  found 
within  his  district  and  by  his  oonstitnenta,) 
I  am  constrained  to  believe  that  important 
considerations  have  indnced  hia  opposition. 
What  those  considerations  may  have  been,  I 
hove  not  been  able  to  learn,  and  it  may  be  that 
his  withholding  them  from  the  Honae  has  re- 
salted  from  his  kind  feelings  towards  me,  wish- 
ing  rather  to  cover  than  expoee  the  defects  of 
my  proposition.  Should  this  be  the  case,  At, 
I  certainly  thank  him.  Mr.  Oabson  conclnded 
his  remorks,  by  tendering  his  thanks  to  the 
Honse  for  Bgreeiog  to  the  motion  for  reoonaid- 
eratioo,  and,  as  no  iqjury  oodd  result  from  a 
mere  inquiry,  hoped  the  Honae  wonld  adopt  th« 
resolution. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shxfpekd  rose,  and  remarked,  that, 
ss  his  colleague  bad  made  on  individual  allnsioii 
to  0  member  from  North  Oorolina  oondng  ftom 
Qie  gold  region,  and  being  himself  from  that 
desirable  conatry,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  remarks  of  his  colleagne  were  intended  for 
htm,  [Mr.  Oabson  explained,  and  s^d  his  alln- 
don  was  to  his  ootleogae  representing  Mecklen- 
burg— that  he  did  not  know  how  his  colleagae 
now  maldog  the  inqniry  voted  on  the  ques- 
tion.] Mr.  Sheppebd  continned  by  saying,  thot^ 
ovring  to  his  bad  health  he  was  necMsarily 
absent  at  the  time  the  resolution  was  offered 
and  rejected:  had  he  been  present,  he  shonld 
iiave  voted  for  its  adoption,  not  merely 
because  it  happened  to  come  from  a  ooUesgne, 
and  to  embrace  O  snbjeot  intereating  also  to  his 
own  oonstitnents,  but  from  a  belief  that,  npon 
a  mere  qnestion  of  inqniry,  it  was  the  more* 
oourt«ons,  if  not  indeed  the  more  pradent  conree 
to  accede  to  the  proposition,  onlesa  it  be  absurd 
in  itself,  or  clearly  adverse  to  some  established 
rule  of  legislation.  Should  the  resolution  be 
adopted,  the  committee  raised  npon  it  would 
donbtieas  elicit  much  information,  interesting 
not  merely  to  the  conntry  in  which  the  preoiona 
metol  is  or  may  be  found,  bnt  to  the  nation  at 
large ;  and  even  if  the  inquiry  proposed  shoold 
not  at  this  time  result  in  a  transfer  of  a  branch 
of  the  Mint  (that  powerful  attribute  of  Gk)v«m- 
ment)  to  the  region  proposed,  yet  it  cannot  bnt 
be  important,  in  o  national  point  of  view,  to 
have  onthentio  information  as  to  the  probable 
capacity  of  any  portion  of  onr  country  to  pro* 
dace  this  important  basis  of  the  circnlating 
medinm,  I  repeat,  nr.  that,  was  there  not  (aa 
indeed  I  think  there  is)  a  manifest  importance 
in  the  proposition,  courtesy  to  the  mover  would, 
in  my  nnmble  opinion,  be  a  soffloient  reason  to 
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lead  to  its  adoption.  I  would,  ISr.  Speaker, 
have  preferred  that  the  terms  of  the  uqairy 
had  lieen  more  liberal  in  their  character,  hj 
embracing  also  the  States  of  Yiraiiiia,  Georgia, 
and  SoQth  Oardina ;  in  all  of  which  gold  also 
is  foand,  though  bj  no  means  so  eztensively 
08  in  the  State  from  which  I  come;  for,  when- 
ever, air,  anj  inquiry  ia  proposed  here,  relating 
to  any  pardcnlar  interest  in  our  ooontry,  I  am 
not  for  confining  it  to  my  own  State  or  imme- 
diate district,  bat  wonld  embrace  also  any  other 
eorlion  of  this  Union  where  the  saine  interest 
I  known  to  exist.  Bnt  withont  waiting  to 
cavil  abont  the  terms  of  the  resolntion,  permit 
me  to  hope  tltat  it  may  be  adopted  in  its  present 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolation 
moved  by  Kr.  Ouuok,  and  dedded  in  the  afBnn- 
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The  HoQSe  rcsnmed  the  conuderstion  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Hmrr^of  Vermont,  on 
the  17th  inatant,  proposing  an  rnqniry  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriating  the  net  annnal 
prooeeda  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  aeveral  States  and  Territories,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  edncation  and  internal  improvement, 
in  proportion  to  the  representation  of  each  in 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  the 
motion  of  Hr.  Mabtin,  of  South  Oarouna,  so  to 
amend  the  resolution  as  to  direct  an  inquiry 
also  "  into  the  amount  and  value  of  the  public 
lands  which  have  been  (^ven  b^  Oongresa  to 
any  State,  or  to  any  public  iuabtntion  in  s^d 
State," 

Mr.  Ujlstin  said  he  vraa  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Spwqht,)  who  yesterday  moved  the  post- 

ginemeat  of  this  resolntion,  and  to  that  of  the 
anse,  which  agreed  to  it,  because  of  his  casual 
absence  when  it  was  called  up.  The  subject  of 
the  resolntion  (he  said)  was  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy, and  respecting  which  he  felt  much  di£G- 
oolty :  it  was  one  of  great  public  importouce, 
also,  and  in  which  the  people  take  great  interest 
He  knew  of  no  snl^ect  on  whic^  at  this  mo- 
ment, pnblia  opinion  was  more  divided,  or  on 
which  public  inqniry  was  more  excited.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  before  deciding  any- 
thing in  referencetothis  question,  it  on^t  to  be 
examined  with  much  deliberation  and  with  great 
oautioo,  that  nothing  might  be  done  in  re^rd 
to  it  which  should  produce  confusion  or  diffi- 
onl^  hereafter.  He  had  so  fully  believed  that 
the  Bubjeot  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session,  that  he  had  not  pre- 
pared himself,  as  he  otherwise  should  have 
done,  for  entering  freely  into  the  discussion  of 
it.  He  had  intended  to  prepare  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  the  public  debt,  for  the 
payment  of  which  the  pnblio  lands  were  pledg- 
ed :  for,  thongh  he  entertained  no  doubt  that 
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the  public  debt  might  be  pud  firom  otliit 
sources,  there  was  still  an  indelicacy  in  Wli- 
ing  upon  the  security  which  had  been  giiei  iijt 
the  payment  of  that  debt  until  it  ^ould  iie 
redeemed.  Whatever  may  be  our  abilit;r  '^ 
discharge  the  public  debt  aceording  to  Oiu'  olili- 
gations,  (he  said,)  the  proposition  to  alter  ilw 
aecnrity  for  its  payment  certainly  ought  to  oom 
from  any  other  quarter  than  that  by  wbicli  ndi 
security  had  been  ^ven.  The  precise  smoniit 
of  debt  for  which  the  public  lands  stand  pledged, 
he  was  not,  for  tbe  reason  already  givci,  pre- 
pared to  show  ;  but  that  it  does  stand  ple4ed 
m  this  manner,  no  one  would  questiop.  jb. 
If.  went  on  to  say  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  object  of  the  resolution;  he  should  be 
BO  if  the  amendment  which  he  had  propoacd 
should  be  adopted :  but,  if  the  mover  and  np- 

Sorters  of  it  were  serious  in  their  propoaitii» 
)r  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  etlea 
of  public  lands  according  to  represeutstioa  in 
this  House,  or  according  to  any  other  rali^ 
they  ought  to  recognize  the  principle  to  iu  Ml 
extent  ■  which  would  require  that  those  Btil« 
which  have  already  received  a  large  portion  of 
the  public  lands  should  receive  of  the  re&doa 
only  in  their  due  proportion. 

Mr.  EATNBa,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  he,  tin 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  CsroUns,  W 
supposed  that  this  resolution  had  been  laid  i^d 
the  table  for  the  reminder  of  the  aeesuL 
Without  going  into  the  subject  at  all,  le  nM 
to  suggest  that  this  subject  had  beeu  slieod; 
referred  to  one  of  the  select  conunitUest^ 
pointed  upon  the  President's  Message.  [At  U 
request,  tne  resolution  was  read  refemif  M 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  inlenuIiDi- 
provements,  and  the  distribution  of  the  sarpliij 
revenue,  oner  payment  of  the  public  &H 
among  the  several  States.] 

Mr.  Prnna,  of  Missouri,  regretted  that  t» 
resolution  now  under  consideration  ha4  t**" 
offered,  and  he  regretted,  also,  that  the  genu^ 
man  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Misnir,)  bad 
thought  fit  to  offer  this  amendment.  VhstevB 
his  opinions  might  be  in  relation  to  the  propo 
wtion  for  making  a  distribution  of  the  Ml  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  mvqiI 
States  according  to  their  represeutstioa  in  '''■* 
House,  he  thought  the  present  an  ioproj* 
time  to  make  the  inquiry  proposed.  The  «■> 
lution  seemed  to  contemplate  on  imniediiM  4* 
tribntion.  The  pnblio  landa  were  pledged  » 
aid  in  the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt;  «M 
he  asked  gentlemen,  if  thia  plan  were  inn* 
diately  carried  into  effect,  whether  it  *«» 
not  embarrass  the  Government  in  its  Tie*"" 
paying  off  this  debt.  The  offering  of  llua  «»■ 
lution  was  to  be  regretted  on  another  k«»- 
It  was  expected  tihat  some  improvement  in  rfr 
gard  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  pnM* 
lands  would  be  attempted,  and  he  feared «« 
the  plon  proposed  by  this  resolution  ffo"'' 
throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  that  rnMSor*- 
Sir,  the  people  of  the  new  States  d^'"2S 
some  reasonable  prospect  for  tbe  arrival  wU" 
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period  when  the  title  of  the  United  States  to 
untts  within  llieir  MTeral  limits  mA^  be  exCin- 
gniehed.  They  thought  that  some  better  mode 
might  be  provided  for,  which  would  be  better 
fi>r  the  GoTenunent  sb  well  as  the  new  States. 
He  eaid  he  regretted  to  see  the  excitement 
whioh  prevailed  in  this  House  on  this  sabjoot ; 
ukd  he  supposed  from  this  that  the  pnblio  mind 
was  also  excited.  It  did  appear  ea  if  gentlemen 
ooDSidered  this  a  mere  scnfSe  for  tna  pnblio 
lands,  who  should  get  most  Aad  while  he 
thought  that  some  improvement  conid  be  made 
in  r^ard  to  the  mode  of  di^Hwing  of  the  pnblio 
lands,  he  could  assure  the  Honsa  that  on  this, 
as  w^  as  ev«rj  other  snbjeot  of  legifllatdon,  he 
shoold,  while  attending  to  the  interests  of  those 
he  represented,  not  be  nnmindM  of  the  iiitereeta 
of  the  United  Btatee. 

Mr.  RziD,  of  MassadiDsetts,  said,  it  had  been 
remarked  that  this  snt^eot  excited  more  of  the 
pnblic  attention  at  this  moment  than  perhaps 
any  other.  If  so,  did  it  net  become  t£e  more 
the  dnty  of  the  Honse  to  examine  itt  As  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  (Mr.  R.  s^d,)  he  had 
no  lusposition  to  reetro8p«ot  in  this  matter,  con- 
sidering the  argument  to  be  correct  generally 
qveakin^  that  the  gifts  to  the  new  Statee  have 
not  dimmiahed  the  valne  of  the  pnblio  dom^ 
bnt  that  they  have  increased  the  valne  of  the 
remainder  anfflciently  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  what  has  been  given  away.  As  ooming 
from  one  of  the  old  States  of  the  Union,  (Hr. 
B.  sud,)  he  d^med  nothing,  and  wanted  noth- 
ing, for  the  past  Bnt,  as  regards  the  fntore, 
the  di^xwition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  was  a  question  whiob  presented  mnch  diffi' 
eolt;,  and  shonld  be  met  nnencnmbered  and 
Tmembarraased.  He  thon^ht  the  amendment 
wrong,  therefore,  beoanse  it  tended  to  embar- 
rass lie  mmn  subject.  When  a  proper  occasion 
should  offer,  of  so  mnch  consequence  did  he 
deeoQ  the  mun  pnrpoee  of  the  resolntion,  he 
tehonld  move  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee, 
rather  than  to  the  standing  committee,  whioh  is 
already  too  mnch  bnrthened  with  bnsiness  to 
give  to  this  question  the  attuition  which  its  im- 
portance demands. 

l£r.  Mallast,  of  Vermont,  was  in  &vor  of 
the  amendment,  and  eave  his  reasons  for  b«dng 
so.  What,  he  aaked,  was  the  ol^eot  of  the 
reaolstiont  To  inqoire  into  the  mode  of  dis- 
poong,  for  the  Aitnre^of  the  proceeds  of  the 
aales  of  pnblie  lands,  we  all  tmow  that  Oon- 
greae  haa,  from  time  to  time,  made  dispostion 
of  portions  of  them,  sometimes  in  answer  to 
the  demands  of  Justice,  sometimes  in  Ul)eral 
donations  towards  the  aooompliahmratt  of  nse- 
ftil  pnblio  otgects.  The  qnestion  presented  by 
the  amendment  is,  wheUter  the  committee  shall 
be  charged  wlUi  an  inqniiy  into  the  amount  of 
dtaiations  which  have  t>een  thus  already  made 
to  different  States.  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment,  beoanse  it  would  enlarge  the  scope 
of  inqniry.  He  shonld  vote  for  it,  to  disem- 
bajraas,  and  not  to  embarrass,  the  inqui^,  as 
aome  gentlemen  seemed  to  snppoee  it  wonl£  If 
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the  amendment  were  rejected,  what  woold  be 
the  effect }  The  gentleman  from  Bonth  Oaro- 
lina  woold  institute  the  inqniry  in  a  different 
form,  and  ultimately  it  must  and  would  con- 
nect itself  with  the  main  inquiry.  Was  it  sot 
more  important  that  the  Ho«se  shonld  have 
this  information  in  the  outset,  than  have  it 
called  for  in  a  later  stuie  of  the  proceedings) 
Whether  these  grants  of  land  heretofore  ought 
to  t>e  takenintoacconntornotL  in  any  arrange- 
ment for  the  future,  was  a  different  question. 
He  was  for  having  all  the  information,  which 
would  be  asked  for,  at  onoe;  for  (said 


difficnltiee  which  are  likely  to  embarrass  it,  the 
better. 

Hr.  DusoAS,  of  Ulinois,  s^d,  he  was  ffir- 
faotiy  willing  to  see  a  full  investigation  of  ev^ 
subject  which  relates  to  the  publio  lands.  He 
oared  bnt  littie  abont  the  resolntion,  or  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oarolina,  (Mr,  Mabtin,)  although  he  was 
opposed  to  the  general  object.  His  object  in 
nsmg  was  to  notice  some  of  the  remarks  of  Qie 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  and  those 
made  by  the  gentieman  from  Vermont.  He 
sdd  that  the  gentieman  from  Sonth  Carolina, 
and  other  members  of  the  House,  appear  to 
misapprehend  the  objects,  or  conmderations, 
received  by  this  Government  for  the  grants  of 
land,  or  donations  as  they  are  callec^  whiob 
have  been  made  to  the  new  States.  He  said 
that  the  lai^est  portion  of  those  donations,  as 
they  have  been  s^lod,  was  the  sohooi  lands,  or 
the  nzteenth  sections  given  to  the  inhabitants 
of  each  township  for  the  use  of  schools  to  be 
estsbllsbed  in  said  township ;  and  as  these  lands 
have  always  been  ^proprlated  before  the  sale, 
they  have  been  Justiy  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  consideration,  and  an  indnoement  to  the 
pnrchaee  of  eU  the  remaining  lands  in  the  town> 
ship ;  and  so  iei  from  their  Wng  a  donation  to 
the  States,  they  have  been,  and  are  selling  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  in  which  they 
lie. 

He  said  that  some  small  grants  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  new  States  by  the  General 
Government  when  they  received  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union ;  but  they  were  made  upon 
the  express  condition  that  those  States  wonld 
never  tax  the  publio  lands  within  th^  limits, 
nor  those  sold  by  the  General  Government 
within  five  years  after  the  sale.  Surely  (he 
s^d)  tiaa  is  no  donation,  it  is  a  Ur  bargain, 
and  the  new  States  have  much  the  worse  part 
of  it,  as  they  have  given  up  a  right  which 
wonld  be  worth  more  to  them  now  than  a  hun- 
dred times  the  quantity  of  land  they  have  re- 
ceived. He  said  that  it  was  a  &ot,  which  could 
not  be  questioned,  that  the  new  States  wonld 
now  have  the  power  to  tax  all  the  lands,  pnblio 
and  private,  within  their  bomids,  if  they  had 
not  bartered  away  their  right  to  do  so  for  a  few 
acres  of  land,  and  some  other  equally  vsimr 
portsnt  considerations.     He  said  that  tboM 
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lands  had  been  paTohased  bj  the  ntrreDder  of 
all  light  to  1«V7'  a  tax,  vhioh  would  have 
amonnted  everj  year  to  more  tiun  the  land  ia 
worth.  He  said,  if  it  ahonld  be  determined  now 
to  charge  these  new  Btatea  with  this  land,  (and 
the  proposition  to  give  on  eqnal  qnanti^  to 
each  erf  the  old  States  before  the  oontemplated 
dlvirion  takes  pleoa,  is,  in  effect,  to  do  bo,)  he 
hoped  that  the  new  Statee  woud  be  restored 
to  their  natnral  rights— the  ri^t  to  tax  and  ez- 
Niuse  a  sovereign  power  over  thrir  own  terri- 
tory, whieh  in  a  sm^e  rear  wonld  be  worth 
more  to  the  new  BMm  than  aH  the  lands  in 
qneatioD. 

Mr.  D.  s^d  that  the  gentleman  from  Bonth 
Oarolina  conld  not  oert^ily  be  aoqo^ted  with 
the  ritnation  of  the  new  States,  aod  their  pecn- 
liar  relation  to  Uie  General  Qovenunent,  or  he 
would  not  have  raised  aclaim  b7  the  old  States 
for  those  lands  which  hare  been  given  to  some 
of  the  new  ones,  to  assist  them  in  nm-Ung  inter- 
nal improvementa,  snoh  as  roada  and  canals. 
He  said  that  it  was  a  fact  well  known  to  everr 
man  of  common  observation,  Uiat  ever;  nJnable 
improvement  in  a  oomitar,  snch  as  a  road  or  a 
canal,  is  calculated  to  increase  the  valoe  of  Uie 
lands  through  and  near  which  the;  are  oon- 
stmoted;  and  aa  the  General  Government 
owned  mnob  the  largeat  part  of  the  land  in  the 
new  States,  and  espeoiallT'  where  some  of  those 
improvementa  are  to  be  made,  he  thooght 
he  should  hazard  no^iing  in  sajing  that,  in 
ever;  instance  where  the  improvement  ia  made, 
the  inoreased  valne  of  the  pnbUo  lands  ooca- 


He  sMd  that  a  polic;  which  wonld  be  wise  in 
an  individnal  owning  large  qnantitiee  of  wild 
laud,  would  alao  be  wise  in  a  Qovemment ;  and 
he  ^ipealed  to  an;  gentlemau  to  aa;  whether 
be  wonld  not  oonaider  a  portion  of  this  land 
well  ^tpropriated  in  this  wa;,  when  there  was 
a  oertamty  c^  ita  hflrfjning  the  sale,  and  in- 
orMaing  the  value  of  the  rendne. 

Kr.  D.  farther  sud  that  the  TTnited  States 
were  bonnd  b;  ever;  principle  of  common  Jns- 
tioe  to  ooDtribnte  scnnething  to  the  Improve- 
ments whi<di  were  making,  and  contemplated 
to  be  made,  in  the  new  States,  aa  erer;  canal, 
road,  or  bridge,  made  in  those  8t«teB,  had  a 
direct  tendeno;  to  increase  the  valne  of  tike 
pnUio  lands.  He  said  that  about  eighteen- 
twentietha  of  all  the  lands  in  the  Btate  he 
lepretented  belonged  to  the  General  Govem- 
ment,  and  that  hii  conatitiienta  were  bnrthened 
with  aheavytaztooonstniotroadsand  bridges, 
which,  thongh  neoessar;  to  their  own  conven- 
lenoe,  hftd  a  direct  and  certain  tendeno;  to 
raise  the  valne  of  all  the  lands  over  which  the; 
are  made.  He  said  he  knew  the  States  hod  no 
power  to  compel  the  General  Government  to 
oontiibnte  its  part  to  these  improvementa ;  but 
he  hoped  that  a  sense  of  jnstice  wonld  prevent 
ite  receiving  snch  advantage  wlthoat  oontrib- 
nting  ita  full  portion  towa^  it.  He  said  that 
all  we  old  States  had  the  power  of  taxing  the 


lands  over  which  the;  made  roadi  or  cte 
improvementa,  and  that  the  bolden  at  Ind 
rarel;  comphuned  of  a  tax  of  this  kind,  m  it 
generall;  giv«a  a  great  increase  to  thsvdHtf 
their  estatea.  Be  said  that  then  wu  a  Mul; 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  State  of  Ohnoia,  tot- 
taining  abont  ten  thonaand  inhabiUnla,  d  d 
whom  are  tenants  of  the  United  Stttta,  ai 
pa;  near  Sfty  thousand  dcdlars  per  amnimtK 
or  rent  to  the  Govwnmentj  and  bera|9<Ml 
no  one  oonld  think  it  reascmable  or  int  dii 
those  people  ahonld  be  bnrthened  witti  ml- 
ditiontil  fix  to  make  roads  in  a  connti;  wlm 
every  foot  of  land  is  owned  b;  tMs  GoTWimwt 
Mr.  D,  regrettod  to  hear  the  leason*  girai  If 
the  gentieman  from  VezmMit  in  favor  of  lU 
propoailiou.  It  was  li-ne  (he  said)  thit  acn 
m^  vidnals,  and  one  State,  had  asserted  a  daia 
to  all  the  pablio  lando,  bnt  he  did  not  bdm 
that  on;  luge  portion  of  the  people  wcwUm- 
tain  an;  pretension  of  that  kind.  He  nidlM 
believMl  nia  constitnenta  wonld  be  a 


,  .  jioh  were,  that  tl .  . 

redooed,  and  the  aalee  so  regnlated  st  to  (uU> 
all  the  eetdeia  to  obtain  their  homeeon  nu», 
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Dittribution  iff  tht  Fvilic  Lmdi. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  connderatioD  rftt* 
resolution  moved  b;  Mr.  Ewn,  erf  V«*5 
proposing  to  direct  an  inqoir;  bj  ths  Oomw 
tee  on  the  PnbUc  Unds  into  the  ezM^WT* 
distributing  the  net  proceeda  of  fl»  »<  * 
public  lands  among  the  several  States  m  >" 
purposes  of  ednoaD(»L  and  intemil  impw* 
ment  ^^ 

The  qneittion  befaig  stated  on  *ff^^!^ 
Habtdt  a  proposed  amendment  tw  "^r'^ 
the  committee  to  report  the  qaantitr  m  J*" 
olreod;  granted  to  each  State  b;  the  Oai« 
Government,  ,     ^ 

Ur.  Polk,  of  Tennenee,  ssid  thit,&w^ 
time  which  had  been  ahread;  oooopiM  i"  •" 
dJacoMon  of  this  resolution,  ?"'!»•"'*,  "Ju 

Sniry  merel;,  it  mnst  be  evident  not  <*''}_  ^J 
lis  discnssion  ia  premature,  bat  th>t  •'  *'* 
hkely  to  arrive  at  an;  profitable  eni  Bw| 
admitted  b;  those  who  aopported  ^"'^ 
tion,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  "«*  ™*S 
tribntion,  at  all  events  until  the  pni^S* 
shall  have  been  paii.  That  tie  p^im  «" 
will  not  be  paid  for  several  ;e«rs  to  v;^ 
known  to  ever;  one,  and  therrfore  u«»^ 
Mon  was  premature.  Another  reiW  "P^ 
(mtertaining  the  resolution  at  present,  JW  ^ 
the  whole  subject  of  the  distributim  <»  "J^ 

SloH  revenue,  after  the  payment  ot  "i*  KrT 
ebt,  had  been  brought  to  the  noti«  oi  *^ 
greas  b;  the  President  of  Uie  United  °<^r^ 
was  now  under  consideration  before  *  MO^ 
t«e  of  the  House.  When  tiiis  wbcje  «^ 
was  thus  before  one  committee,  wV  ■*" 
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thla  part  of  it  be  referred  toanotiterconimittee! 
Anotber  reason  against  the  {weeent  diaooanoii 
was  that,  that  if  it  ehoold  be  the  polioj  of  Uie 
ooDDtiy,  after  the  pablio  debt  was  paid  o^  to 
levy  more  taxes  than  the  Government  ahcnild 
require  for  the  ordinary  administration  of  pnb- 
Uo  affura,  and  the  qaestion  ehoold  be  between 
the  present  plan  of  internal  improvement  and 
the  proposed  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the 
pnblio  revenue,  he  was  free  to  eay  that,  between 
the  two  modes,  be  should  prefer  the  latter,  fiat 
this  was  a  question  which  it  will  be  time 
enongh  to  argne  when  it  shall  aotoallj  have 
■risen.  It  might  be,  po88ibl7,  th^  when  the 
public  debt  should  have  been  paid  o^  there 
iroold  be  no  snrploa  revenne,  and  no  oooaaion 
for  this  absorbent  prooess. 

Mr.  BuoHASAK  taii :  The  House  is  placed  in 
s  singular  position  in  regard  to  this  reaolation. 
The  course  porsaed  bj  its  Mends  has  been  un- 
fortunate. Upon  this  resolution,  which  marelj 
proposes  to  institute  an  inquiry  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  the  skilM  taotios  of  the 
EDtleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Uabtih,} 
ve  involved  us  in  SDch  a  debate,  as  can  only 
become  proper  in  case  the  oomniittee  shootd 
report  a  bill  for  the  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  unong  the  Btates  in  propoi 


preliminary  stage  of  the  business,  we  have  been 
drawn  off  fVom  the  main  sabieot  of  inquiry,  and 
have  been  serioosly  engaged  in  disonssing  the 

Saeetiott,  whether  tie  new  States,  who  have 
itherto  reoeived  donations  of  public  land  from 
this  Government,  slialt  account  for  them  in  the 
seneral  distribution.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Oarolina,  who  proposed  this  amendment, 
has  frankly  avowed,  that,  whether  it  prevailed 
or  not,  he  would  vote  agunet  the  resolution. 
Snob  is  my  r^srd  for  that  gentleman,  and  of 
■ooh  valne  do  I  estimate  his  support,  that  I 
mi^t  be  willing  to  sacrifice  something  of  my 
own  opinion  to  secure  it;  but  when  he  pro- 
poses to  amend  our  resolution,  and  informs  no. 


"  Timeo  Danaoa,  et  dona  ferentes," 
'^thont  b^ng  drawn  intfi  an  argnment  upon 
Qm  snbjeot,  it  is  my  decided  opudon  that  it 
-would  be  both  nqjnst  and  nngenerons  to  charge 
the  new  States  with  donations  of  land  whidi 
they  have  already  received,  and  ttiat  an  inquiry 
into  the  expedient?  of  noh  a  measure  oould 
only  tend  to  distract  and  divide  the  friends  of 
the  resolution. 

What  (aaid  Mr.  B.)  is  the  tme  and  the  only 

froper  qneetion  for  diMOsaioii  at  this  timet 
t  is,  whether  the  sul^eot  of  the  leeolntion  is  of 
sufficient  importance  to  demand  inquiry,  Upon 
this  qnestion  can  a  doubt  be  entertained  t  The 
vast  importance  of  the  measure  proposed  most 
be  impressed  upon  every  mind,  whether  we  re- 
gard its  oonaequeuoes  to  the  people  of  the  old 


And  shsU  such  of  us  as  are  Uendly  to  its 
thorough  investigation  suffer  inquiry  to  be 
stifled  t    I  trust  not 

The  report  of  the  Select  Oonunittee  of  the 
Honee,  at  the  last  session  of  Oongreaa,  has  fur- 
nished us  all  the  statistical  information  upon 
the  subject  which  oan  be  denred.  There  are 
two  important  questions  which  that  report  does 
not  embrace,  and  which  ought  to  be  oaretiilly 
Investigated  by  a  committee  of  this  House.  I 
desire  to  have  a  report  from  snch  a  committee, 
upon  the  anestion  whether  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lancU  are  pledged  in  such  a  manner  to 
the  public  creditors,  that,  without  violating  our 
fitith,  we  cannot  dletribnte  them  among  the 
States  until  after  the  total  extinguishment  of 
the  national  debt.  In  the  conrse  of  the  debate 
the  affirmative  of  this  proposition  has  been 
stated  with  a  degree  of  confidence  which  would 
almost  seem  to  predude  donbt ;  and  yet  there 
are  probably  strong  reasons  to  sustain  a  con- 
trary opinion. 

It  is  very  true,  that,  when  the  finding  system 
was  first  establuhed  in  1760,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  directed  to 
be  ^tptied  solely  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  of  the  Bevotntion ;  but  it  is  equ^y  oert^n 
that  this  pledge  was  often  disregarded.  In  the 
year  1817,  when  the  present  unking  fund  was 
established,  all  previous  laws  which  had  made 
appropriations  for  the  pnrohase  or  payment  of 
the  funded  debt  were  repealed.  Tbat  fond  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annually,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debt,  was  to  be  r^sed  from 
the  import  and  tonnage  duties,  from  the  internal 
dnties,  and  from  the  sales  of  Western  landa. 
It  may  be  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  this  act  will  be  equally  satisfled, 
whether  the  annual  sinking  fond  shall  be  pro- 
vided from  one  or  from  all  these  sources.  Suoh 
was  probably  the  opinion  of  Oongreaa,  when, 
in  lees  than  one  year  after  they  had  created 
this  fbnd,  they  abolished  all  the  ioteraal  dnties, 
and  thoa  out  off  one  of  the  sources  trom  which 
it  was  to  be  supplied.  I  wish  to  express  no 
decided  opiidon  upon  this  question;  but  it  is 
certunly  well  worthy  of  investigation  by  a 
oomouttee.  Its  proper  understanding  and  cor- 
rect deddon  m»^  aid  as  much  in  arriving  at 
a  just  oonolnsion  in  regard  to  the  m^  qnes- 

Kr.  B.  wished  to  be  ^stinotly  understood, 
that  even  if  we  could,  oonsistentiy  with  the 
public  lUth,  at  once  distribute  the  annual  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  he 
had  not  for  himself  determined  whether  it 
wonld  be  expedient  to  do  so  until  after  the 
national  debt  should  be  discharged. 

There  is  (said  Ur.  B.)  another  important 

Question  involved  in  this  inquiry,  on  which  I 
osire  to  have  the  report  of  a  committee;  and 
that  is  in  regard  to  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  make  the  proposed  distribntioiL 
among  the  States.    The  power  to  distribnteUw 
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procoeds  of  the  public  luida  among  the  8t>tw 
to  vhiob  tbej  DOW  belons,  is,  in  mr  opinion, 
Teiy  different  from  that  of  distributiiig  among 

them  the  larplos  revenue  arising  from  taxation. 
I  purposely  refrain  fr«m  entering  upon  the 
discuBsion  of  this  question  at  present;  but  I 
think  I  might  appeal  vitb  oonfidenoe  to  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  fMr.  Maaict,) 
whether  there  is  not  an  obvious  distinotion  be- 
tween the  two  cases,  A  gentleman  might,  with 
perfect  oonaiateno?,  odndt  the  power  of  Oon- 
gresa  in  the  one  case,  and  denj  ft  in  tiM  other. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  tbooght  this  ivsolntiDn  onght 
not  to  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Fnblio  Lands,  as  the  merer  of  it  (Ifr.  Hunt)  had 
proposed.  Highly  as  be  respected  that  ooni' 
mittee.  It  was  well  known  they  were  chiefly 
aeleoted  from  the  members  representing  that 
portion  of  the  Union  within  wnich  the  public 
lands  were  utnatad,  and  who  were  therefore 
best  acqn^tad  with  the  laws  which  related  to 
them.  The  subject  propoeed  to  be  referred  was 
one  of  deep  and  general  interest  to  every  Btate. 
In  his  opinion,  a  Select  Oommittee,  composed  of 
members  from  difibrent  portioDi  of  the  Union, 
shoold  be  rsJsad  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
it.  The  Bul^eot  involved  important  quMtions 
tn  regard  to  the  oonstraotion  of  the  constitution 
and  of  the  laws  of  the  oonntry,  which  did  not 
^propriately  refer  themselves  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands;  and  the  information  pe- 
ooliarly  within  the  province  of  that  oommittee, 
we  have  already  received  from  the  report  of  the 
Select  Oommittee  raised  at  the  last  session. 

Ur.  B.  sud  he  thoo^ht  the  present  the  pe- 
onliar  and  the  appropriate  time  fbr  inqmry. 
The  oonntry  were  expecting,  nay,  they  were 
demanding  it.  Are  we  prepared  to  stifle  Uiis 
inquiry  t  Are  we  prepared  to  declare  that  we 
do  not  think  this  important  subjectevenwortlij 
of  a  referenoe  t  Such,  he  tmsCed,  would  never 
be  the  determination  of  the  Hoose;  and  be 
oonvinoed  the  friends  of  Inquiry  would  neve 
diverted  frxjm  their  purpose,  until  they  had  ob- 
tuned  all  the  information  neoessaiy  to  enable 
them  to  Mt  with  wisdom. 

Mr.  B.  aaii  he  would  read  a  snbstitnte  for  the 
reeolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  QSi.  Hvsr,)  which  was  in  accord- 
ance with  uie  remarks  he  bad  jnst  made  He 
trusted  it  would  be  acceptable  to  that  gentle- 
man. Ho  knew  that,  under  the  rules  of  the 
Housa  he  conld  not  at  present  offer  it  as 
amendment;  and  if  he  ebnld,  he  would  ni 
because  his  time  was  already  too  much  oocnpied 
on  the  oommittee  of  which  he  was  already  a 
member,  to  make  him  desire  to  be  placed  on 
the  Beleot  Oommittee  to  which  tliis  sohjeot  ought 
in  his  opinion  to  be  referred. 

Here  Mr.  B.  oonoluded  by  reading  the  follow- 
ing: 

Baolvtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  Hip<dnted, 
to  which  shall  be  referred  the  report  of  a  Select 
Committee  made  to  the  Honae  of  RepreaentaUves 
the  25tb  February  Ust,  relating  to  the  ihstribotloD 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands 


ig  the  eereral  Btatea,  In  proponioa  to  lb  p^ 
»  of  eeoh;  and  that  the  saueoaudtMlM* 
Mraoted  to  inqain,  and  report  to  this  Eo«M,aUb- 
er  then  b«  any  provision  of  the  eonciitotiai,  w  it 
any  act  or  sola  of  CoDEren,  in  rebtioe  to  tbi  ib' 
cluTge  of  the  public  Mbt,  which  ongbt  to  pmri 
Coogrest  from  making  such  distributiim,  lod  Ikt 
the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  bj  lill  > 
otherwise. 


part  of  the  conntt?  where  I 
questiim  (^  this  kind  ao  vitally  affects  the  o- 
tereeta  of  my  oonetitnenla,  it  will  be  eipectid 
that  I  should  say  something  upon  the  nLtijilt 
Indeed,  I  should  think  myself  derelict  fron  m] 
duty  If  I  were  to  remain  silent.  The  wnwi 
ment,  sir,  looks  forward  to  the  genenl  opot- 
tion  of  the  original  resolution,  I  shall,  tW 
fore,  be  neoeesorilv  led  into  the  examimtiffliof 
the  principles  of  the  latter,  to  come  ftirtjitftt 
effects  of  the  former.  What,  dr,  is  the  qaetti(t 
before  the  House )  The  firtrt  or  original  fi^ 
sition  is  to  appropriate  the  net  prooeedarfUs 
puhlio  lands  towards  internal  improvement  Hd 
the  promotion  of  learning,  to  be  divided  lamt 
the  States  aocording  to  Uieir  repreeratstkmii 
Congress.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  go- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  proposes  an  in- 
quiry into  the  quantity  and  vtUoo  of  to* 
iande,  in  order,  as  I  understand  it,  to  *  iivax 
among  the  States,  with  a  view  to  come  stiU' 
settlement  as  be  calls  it ;  and  that  these  S^ 
who  have  received  a  portion  of  tbose  liW 
may  be  chaiged  in  the  account  onirentvia 
what  they  have  reodved.  It  is  neceswjtt 
look  Into  the  motivaor  consideration  Tlii<^ 
dnced  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  othen,  to  cm 
their  wild  lands  to  the  United  States ;  an*  tw 
to  seeif  tliepropontioD  now  before  the  E«i|| 
is  calculated  to  promote  the  grand  object  warn 
those  States  had  in  view  when  theymads^ 
cessiona;  and  Oie  detemdnatJon  rflhiiiKn* 
wiU  test  the  ntdUty  of  the  measure.  Iti"«* 
sidered,  on  all  hands,  that  one  of  ths  td^ 
was  to  enhance  the  resonrcee  of  the  Fwoa 
Qovemment,  which  were  at  that  tinw  "T 
limited  indeed,  and  to  enable  them  UtSnii'V 
their  obligations  to  thwr  creditors;  ^^ 
I  am  very  far  from  believing  thii  wM  ^^^ 
prominentornrget^motive.  There  w  we  MP* 
and  more  important  oonndwations.  The  print 
olijeot  of  all  waa,  t«  mi^ tain  and  secure  •  *■ 
tinnation  of  the  confederation.  Tirginis  p* 
sessed  aknost  as  mnoh  territory  as  fJ^? 
three  of  the  other  States,  and  it  ww  "•"J 
seen  that,  in  a  course  of  time,  an  ''"'••'•'* 
population  must  rive  her  a  vast  ascenden^^ 
the  balance  of  Siem.  Looking  with  ■  P"*'' 
sophio  eye  through  the  couiee  of  events,  il^ 
not  diScult  to  discern  that  the  growing  p^ 
neea  of  an  individual  State,  already  {h«  *f 
powerfnl  In  the  confederation,  would  be  ^^ 
fated,  in  the  very  nature  (rf  things,  to  o^J" 
fears  and  jealounes  in  the  smaller  ^^/^ 
might,  in  time,  grow  into  discontents  «m  «^ 
erings,  whi(4,  bring  fostered  by  those  »M»  •* 
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jealonsies^  wonld  le«d  direotlT'  to  a  dinolntion 
of  tb«  Umon  or  confederation.  The  prime  mo- 
tive, then,  mnot  have  been  to  prOTide  againBt 
tbat  event,  hj  redninng  the  amonnt  of  territory 
in  the  largiBT  States,  and  llmitiiw  their  dze  oa 
near  to  an  eqnalit/  as  poadble,  l£erebr  to  pro- 
dnoe  a  balance  of  power  in  aome  measare  like 
that  of  Enrcqw,  Pasaine.  fbr  the  sake  of  brev- 
it7,  over  all  theintermedlatestcqpa,  and  withont 
adverting  to  fiuther  evidenoe,  it  most  appear 
clear  to  Aaj  gentleman  in  the  Honse,  that  that 
most  have  been  tiie  moet  powerM  inducement 
or  motive  (and  traly  patriotio  it  iras)  in  the 
larger  States  to  make  this  great  sacrifice  of  their 
power  and  reeonroee ;  which,  ooQpled  with  the 
idea  of  doing  josUoe  to  their  oreditora,  and  re- 
lieving the  oonfederation  fi-om  Ita  distreasing 
embarrasemento,  form  the  consideration  upon 
which  theae  lands  were  ceded  to  the  General 
Government ;  and  I  hold  it  to  be  the  dnt;  of 
Oongreea  to  saoredlj  regard  tliis  consideration 
in  ^  ita  le^lative  acts,  and  to  promote  the 
generoDS  and  benevolent  views  of  the  States  in 
making  those  euormooa  though  neoessarj  saori- 
fioes.  Let  ns  see  then  whether  the  amendment 
to  the  reeolation  wliioh  forms  the  proposition 
liefore  the  Honae  is  calculated  in  ita  ooose- 
qnences  to  promote  that  great  and  magnanimoas 
object  Bo  far  from  doing  so,  I  view  it  as  the 
most  danMrons  proportion  tliat  ever  was  agi- 
tated in  ^Is  Honaes  or  brought  before  this  na- 
tion. What  is  it,  sir?  It  is  to  divide  the 
pnblic  lands  among  the  different  States,  and  to 
reqnire  the  new  States  to  answer,  and  paf  for 
all  the  appropiiationa  made  bj  the  Govern- 
ment towards  thor  improvement,  while  yon 
have  reaped  the  boieflta  nS  thoM  improvemeuta 
to  a  mnui  greater  degree  then  they.  Yon  have 
fomisbed  t£e  osfiital,  we  have  done  the  labor, 
and  we  are  now  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  back 
in  that  we  have  received,  after  doing  the  labor 
for  jon.  How  are  yon  going  to  make  this  cal- 
onlMion  of  valoe !  what  is  to  be  the  standard ! 
where  are  yon  to  bedn  t  at  what  point  of  time  ? 
flball  it  be  calcnlated  for  the  futnre  t  will  yon 
make  it  as  of  now,  or  ahallit  benvnaprDfuw/ 
Ife  are  very  gravely  told  by  the  gentleman 
fiom  South  Ouolina,  that  to  talk  abont  the 
benefits  the  United  States  receive  from  tbeee 
appropriations  for  improvements,  is  the  most 
ft^lacions  and  prepoeterons  idea  he  ever  heard 
Buggeeted.  Let  ns  see  if  it  be  so  ailly  and  falla- 
(doas  as  that  genUeman  supposes.  What  is  the 
effect  of  those  appropriationB  and  improvement 
of  the  country  I  Bo  they  enhance  the  valne  of 
Tonr  lands,  or  do  they  nott  Do  they  not  in- 
dnoe  popnlation  to  flow  in  by  hnndreds  of  thoo- 
aandst  Are  they  not  the  means  of  selling 
thonsanda  and  millions  of  aoree  <tf  your  land, 
whioh  wonld  otherwise  lay  waste  and  wild! 
Does  not  this  add  to  the  reeonrces  of  our  conn- 
try,  besides  angmenting  the  valne  of  the  lands  1 
To  reduce  to  preotioal  resnlts  the  argoment  of 
the  gentleman,  I  will  make  anoh  a  calcnlation  as 
I  anppose  he  would  ask  the  committee  to  make, 
and  see  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong.    Shall 
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we  make  itat  the minimom or mazimmn  price! 
Sir,  I  presome  the  eentleman  wonld  oalcalate 
Qiem  at  the  price  which  they  sold  for.  I  will 
gratify  him  in  making  it  so :  then,  snppose,  by 
yoar  appropriations  and  our  labor,  the  lands 
shall  bring  ten  dollars  per  acre,  do  yon  gain 
nothing?  And  the  more  labor  we  add  to  the 
flf>propriation,  the  more  it  enhances  the  price, 
and  we  are  to  be  charged  at  that  price.  Sir,  it 
amounts  to  this,  the  more  labor  we  do,  the 
more  we  have  to  pay;  the  moFe  money  yon 
receive  in  consequence  of  onr  improvements, 
the  more  we  have  to  pay  yon — we  could  have 
purchased  the  land  of  yon  at  the  minimum 

Srice,  but  in  consequence  of  reoeiving  it  as  a 
onatioQ  (as  the  gentleman  wonld  oall  it)  we 
have  to  pay  three  prices.  It  is  a  valnable  gift 
to  yon,  bnt  it  be^ars  ns — and  I  ahoold  ssy, 
take  back  your  "Deganire,"  take  back  your 
fatal  gift,  it  ia  poisoned.  Sir,  it  is  like  a  man 
laying  out  a  town,  and  selung  his  lots  for  a 
high  price,  and  afterwards  calling  upon  the  pur- 
chasers to  pay  him  for  the  streets  and  aUeys 
whioh  he  had  laid  out.  Yon  have  been  cun- 
ning enough  to  give,  and  we  silly  enough  to 
receive.  Sir,  it  is  reversing  the  whole  order 
of  things,  upon  this  calculation  the  less  we 
have  of  yonr  gifts  the  better.  Poor  Indiana, 
there  is  a  temble  day  of  reckoning  coming ; 
she  has  been  silly  enough  to  receive  some  of 
your  gifls:  and  on  the  great  day  of  reckoning, 
if  it  shall  be  found  that  she  had  reo^ved  more 
than  her  share  of  the  lands,  she  must  pay  up 
the  balance;  and  how  is  she  to  do  it  t  Sir,  she 
never  will  do  it,  no  new  State  wiU  do  it ;  and 
to  enforce  sacb  a  proposition  would  be  to  strike 
them  from  the  confederation  wd  dissolve  the 

Do  yon  believe,  sir,  that  the  new  States 
would  stAnd  and  look  on,  and  see  you  carrying 
away  tbe  fruits  of  their  hard  labor,  withont  a 
struggle  to  prevent  it.  It  would  take  away 
every  motive  in  them  to  remain  a  part  in  the 
confederacy,  every  ground  of  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  OBOse  them  to  look  to  their  own  re- 
sources for  protection.  I  have  aaid,  that  your 
sppropriatLOns  had  been  the  inducementa  to 
thousands  to  emigrate  to  those  new  States. 
They  have  broken  up,  and  left  their  homes,  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  wilderaes^  allored  by  your 
deceitful  pSt&,  and,  after  arriving  there,  they 
find  themselves  called  upon  to  pay  back  the 
pretended  boon.  What  will  they  say  to  yon} 
Would  they  admire  yonr  justice,  or  wonld  they 
despise  your  avarice  and  fraud  t  Sir,  I  have 
inquired  at  what  point  of  time  will  you  refer 
this  oaloidation  of  value  and  division  of  the 
spoil.  Will  yon  commence  at  the  present 
period!  Will  yon  go  back  to  the  time  when 
those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  States!  or  will 
you  refer  it  to  some  point  of  time  in  advance! 
If  you  refer  it  to  the  time  when  the  cessions 
were  made,  little  Delaware  would  receive  as 
mnoh  as  any  of  yon  in  the  general  diatribntlon, 
for  she  had  as  many  representatives  in  Oongreaa 
then  as  New  York ;  and  would  ahe  not  otmteud 
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with  70a  th&t  that  wu  th«  oorreot  prinoipleT 
She  bad  then,  ud  hu  jvt^  all  the  bnrtliena  of 
■overeigntf  to  snpport,  without  the  meBni  of 
the  other  State* ;  and  the  Unda  being  a  ^  to 
jioQ  at  a  time  when  she  had  as  mD<£  right  in 
the  confederatioii  te  any  of  yon,  it  wonld  aeem 
an.  argnment  in  her  favor  to  fix  the  diTieion,  or 
allotment  at  that  point  of  time.  The  oljeot  of 
the  tnut  having  now  expired,  and  the  tmBteea 
about  to  take  the  estate  into  their  own  bands, 
and  appropriate  it  to  their  own  use,  it  seeciiB  to 
me  it  wonld  be  eqaally  If  not  more  jtut  to  dis- 
tribate  it  according  to  ttie  situation  and  relation 
in  which  the  partiea  stood  at  the  time  of  ite 
creation.  I  say,  by  this  sort  of  diatribntion, 
Delaware  woatd  get  a  eliare.  Bappoae  yon 
refer  the  ealonlatioQ  and  diatribntion  to  the 
present  time,  how  would  it  standi  What 
would  Delaware  get?  However,  air,  I  will 
puss  by  this  part  of  the  snbject  for  the  preeent, 
and  texe  another  view  of  it  Blr,  I  shall  never 
consent  nor  will  my  State,  or  the  new  States 
generally,  oonaent  to  stop  here  with  the  divi- 
sion, calculation,  or  distribntion.  Ve  mnst 
go  tj)e  whole,  or  perobanoewe  shall  not  be  able 
to  pay  yoQ  for  the  liberal  donations  yott  have 
made  ns ;  and  where  will  be  the  jnstice  of  dia- 
tribating  a  part  of  the  pnblio  domaiii  withost 
the  wholet 

CongTtn  Mileage  aad  Compeniation, 

The  question  being  upon  oonoarrenoe  in  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  obfect  of  which  is  to  strike  ont  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  plaoea  the  oaloolation  of 
aistanoes  travelled  onoer  the  direotioa  of  the 
FoBtmaster  General, 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  WroeLirrE,  the  bill 
fbrther  amended,  so  as  to  require  the  proper 
ofBoer  of  the  Honse  to  obt^  from  each  mem- 
ber the  place  of  bis  rendenoo,  and  then,  with 
the  tid  of  the  preuding  officer  of  each  Honse, 
to  asoert^  and  fix  the  distonoe,  dco. 

Hr.  Tatlos,  of  New  York,  adverting  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  (requiring  from  each 
member,  at  the  close  of  each  oearion,  a  certifl- 
oate  of  Uie  number  of  days  be  may  have  been 
absent  from  tiie  seat  of  Government,)  expreesed 
the  opinion  that  (this  prindple  b^ng  Intio- 
dnoed  into  the  bill)  It  on^ht  to  be  still  farther 
amended,  so  as  to  make  it  festive  to  eeoure 
the  attendance  of  members  at  the  ritting  of  the 
Honse.  This  wonld  not  be  aoootnpUshed  by  re- 
qniring  an  account  of  days  of  absenoe  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  because,  in  legal  phrase- 
ologT,  the  seat  of  Government  inclnaes  the 
whole  tea  miles  sqnare  of  the  District  of  Oolmn- 
bia.  To  make  the  provision  of  the  bill  more 
definite,  therefore,  lb.  T.  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  require  from  each  member  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  days  that  he  should  have 
been  absent  from  the  sittings  of  the  Honse. 

After  some  observations  between  Mr.  Wiok- 
iiFVE  and  ib.  Tatlob,  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 


Mr.  Tatixie  then  moved  tarOux  to  muid 
the  bill,  BO  la  that  the  oompntation  of  ditfBM 
of  the  re^fOMB  of  membraa  should  be  bj  tti 
shorteet  road,  instead  of  the  shofttet  poitnid 
— on  the  gronnd  that  the  poet  road  wt» 
qnently  not  the  nearest  or  moat  oonvemait  md 
for  travdUng  to  •  given  point 

After  BMne  obaemtiona  betwecm  lb.  Wns- 
UFR  and  Ur.  Tatlob,  this  motiou  wK  i^ 
tived,  100  vote*  to  60. 

Some  fiirther  verbal  amendmenta  were  sudt 
to  the  bill,  on  the  motioii  of  Mr.  Sroui,  i 
New  Tork,  Ur.  Tati.ob,  and  Ur.  Hitbb. 

Ur.  Gabso5  moved  to  strike  ont  the  Mcnd 
section  of  the  bill ;  upon  which  motion  At 
mover,  and  Ur.  Wildk  and  Ur.  Wionin^ 
made  e(»ne  remarks,  the  first  and  last  of  tlMH 
gentlemen  at  oonsldend>le  length.    Whan 

Ur.  Spusht,  of  North  OuoUna,  moved  m 
adioomment    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Ur.  LnoHKR,  of  Eentackv,  s^  that  iritt 
the  greatest  pleasure  be  would  have  aocoM 
with  the  request  of  the  genUemao  from  SoA 
Oartdina  flv  an  a^joumman^  were  it  sot  &t 
what  he  believed,  an  mmeoessaiy  conrasiiitMa 
of  time  which  it  wonld  have  occisiaoML  Tliii 
Honse  (said  Mr.  L.)  has  been  already  fbnr  dnt 
engaged  in  vain  debate  on  a  plain  and  rii^W 
propoeition.  An  evil  is  admitted  by  ill  to  ent 
in  the  variant  oomputation  of  the  mileage  i' 
members,  and  a  bill  ia  before  us  to  mikattt 
construction  of  the  legal  provinoD  on  this  nb- 
ject  uniform :  and,  somehow  or  other,  gn* 
difficulties  seem  to  etand  in  the  way  (rf  the  pM- 
sage  of  this  bllL  But  when  we  take  into  0* 
sideration  the  word  "  retrenchment,"  thst  [»*' 
erfbl  and  magical  word,  so  much  the  btorio 
ly  ooUesgue,  and  his  idea  of  its  be^nnof 
home"  by  the  passage  of  ^^'«  hill,  *itbi 
__  to  that  objeoti  would  earnestly  row* 
mend  to  him  l£e  saving  of  time,  lliiie,  efi 
itself  is  money,  and  we  on^t  to  econoniK^ 
And,  although  it  may  be  due  to  thatgaw- 
man  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  advoraM  Iba 
darling  of  his  bosom  with  zeal,  I  might  yet  t^ 
knowledge,  without  intending  any  penoul 
disre^>ect,  that  he  has  oooupied  an  ondiM  pio* 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  dtnog  f^ 
If  he  had  aUowed  the  bill  to  pass  wilboal*) 
muoh debate^afler  going tlirongh  the Ooomil- 
tee  of  the  Whtde,  there  would  have  beoiDo 
dlffionlty  in  it  I  invito  the  attxatiiHi  of  tw 
honoratde  gentleman,  when  he  next  UnAttm 
the  snl^eot  of  retrenchment,  to  the  devivv* 
waya  md  meone  by  whiiHi  we  oan  get  MMf 
wiui  businoM  in  this  Housealittle  hetta:  tw 
we  may  not  be  obUged  to  hear  any  genthoft 
on  a  subject  of  this  sort,  more  than  cme  bonitl 
a  time,  nor  have  him  repeat  the  sama  ^««» 
more  than  three  t^es  within  that  bonr.  j"' 
to  hear  hun  take  a  wide  range  concerning  W* 
self  and  the  difficulties  he  haa  enooanlend  m 
getting  here.    I  speak  ofthisingenenitum 

evil  that  needs  the  oorreelinghandrfw 

achinii  Oonmiittee.  or  some  other  «w- 


Betreocbing  Oommittee,  or  some  other  (■ 
mittee.    Upon  prindples  <tf  Jnstioa  and  equuqi 
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Qir.  L.  B^d)  he  thought  tluLt  this  bill  oogbt  to 
pass  in  some  shape  or  other,  and  he  <Miild  not 
Ddt  r^ret  its  delaj,  and  the  obataoles  whicli  its 
friends  hftd,  no  donbt  nnintentionailj,  thrown 
in  the  va;  of  its  progress.  He  admonished  his 
oolleague  not  to  be  too  partdcnlar  as  to  terms, 
and,  if  he  obtuned  a  bill  saffioient  for  a  oor- 
reotion  of  the  evil,  to  be  satisfied.  This  might 
have  been  done  (he  said)  withoot  any  great 

Sanide,  by  the  tntrodnctlon  of  a  resolation 
eolaratory  of  the  opinion  of  this  House  ae  to 
the  intention  and  constraotionofthelftir  of  1818. 
The  committee,  howerer,  having  preferred  a 
different  mode  of  sooompUshing  the  same  ob- 
ject, he  was  disposed  to  acqnieece  in  it. 

Thia  ohild  of  the  bosom  of  his  colleague  had 
'been  long  in  coming  into  the  world.  The  na- 
tion has  looked  for  it  vitb  intense  anxietj.  It 
liad  been  slow  in  its  conoeptdon,  and  tardy  in 
Its  delivery.  It  was  old;  tiongli  it  had  been 
tuiA  to  be  small,  yet  it  was  comely.  It  was  a 
prodnotion  which  (Ur.  L.  said)  he  himself  ad- 
mired very  mach,  since  it  had  seen  the  light; 
fldthoDgh,  from  the  great  difBoolty  in  bringing 
itto1ire,aomehadapprefaeDdedthat  the  0»sar- 
ian  operation  would  have  become  necessary 
before  it  saw  the  day.     It  has  oome,  however, 

giid  Ur.  L.,)  and  I  rejoice  to  see  it.  I  rdoioe 
e  more,  be«anse  it  aas  a  striking  resemblanoe 
to  its  father — not  to  the  ooUeagne  of  mine  who 
laid  oMm  to  it  yesterday,  but  to  him  who  has 
the  charge  of  it ;  though,  really,  from  the  affec- 
tionate  stm^Ie  between  my  two  coUeagnes  as  to 
its  paternity,  I  did  not  know  bnt  we  shonld 
have  to  resort  to  the  plan  of  Solomon  of  old, 
■Dd  settie  the  qnestion  by  dividing  the  oSrpring 
between  them.  Bnt,  to  speak  serionsly,  he 
believed  that  his  honorable  colleague  who  re- 
ported the  bill  was  the  real  father  of  it,  and 
Bhoold  have  all  the  credit  of  so  hopeful  an 
hw.  He  hoped  to  see  it  carefolly  nnrsed,  bnt 
not  too  closely,  lest  perchance  it  might  be 
emotfaerad  by  too  mnoh  kindness.  He  also 
desired  tbst  it  might  inherit  all  the  good  prop- 
erUes  of  ifai  father — all  his  industry,  ability,  and 
nsefblness;  and,  in  saying  this,  he  was  not 
speaking  ironically,  bnt  he  noped  that  it  would 
not  at  t^e  same  time  inherit  an  nnoonqnerable 
desire  to  talk.  Mr.  L.  hoped  (he  said)  that  we 
ehontd  have  its  twin  brother,  and  a  good  many 
of  the  same  progeny.  He  liked  the  breed.  He 
wished  to  see  "  reform  "  here  in  expenditures,  as 
well  as  elsewhere  thronghoDt  the  country. 
Iliongli  it  Daight  ttethonght  small  gome  by  some, 
be  would  be  glad  if  his  colle^^e  would  go  on  and 
porsae  it.  Bo  mnoh  saved  is  so  mnoh  gained. 
As  every  body  seemed  willing  that  this  bill 
ehoold  psas,  (Hr,  L.  sdd,)  he  had  got  the  floor 
to  uk  why  the  House  should  hesitate  longer 
about  it.  Why  not  pass  it  to-day !  He  never 
hid  himself  a  donbt  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
law  of  1B18;  for  he  never  had  the  acnteness 
himself  to  be  able  to  find  out  that  "  the  usually 
traveled  road "  was  the  bed  of  a  river,  an^ 
therefore,  never  thonght  of  making  such  a 
charge;  but,  at  the  same  time,  be  didnot  oon- 


way,  if  they  thonght  it  Just  and 
according  to  law. 

Those  psrte  of  the  Ull  wfaioh  had  been 
stricken  out,  (U>.  L.  scud,)  he  did  consider  as 
conveying  an  impatation  on  this  House,  by  re- 
ferring the  oompntation  of  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers to  the  Postmaster  OeneraL  for  hims^ 
(he  said,)  he  wanted  no  overseer  or  snpervieor 
of  this  House,  or  what  might  be  called  a  Oon- 
gress-Uaster  General  He  conid  never  agree  to 
let  any  officer  out  of  this  Eouso  regulate  its 
poonliar  and  exolnaive  concerns.  Genttemea 
might,  on  the  stump,  or  elsewhere,  harsngae 
abont  the  want  of  integrity  in  thia  Honse.  Hr. 
L.  said  he  considered  its  integrity  the  last  stay 
of  the  nation ;  and  when  that  reliance  was  gone, 
he  should  think  the  Government  was  gone. 
Such  things  may  be  talked  of  as  electioneering 
topics,  and  to  be  witty  upon.  But,  when  we 
oome  to  be  serions,  the  truth  is  known  and 
acknowledged,  this  Hoose  has  integrity.  Hav- 
ing no  doubt  OD  that  subject,  ought  we  ever  so 
far  to  bring  oarselves  into  disrepute  by  our  own 
vote,  astointimatethstany  individual  at  tbehead 
of  a  department  is  likely  to  have  more  honeety 
than  we  have  ?  I  do  not  acknowledge  that  any 
one  man,  the  Postmaster  OeneraL  or  ai^  other 
eieentive  officer,  up  to  the  hhfhest,  deaetres 
snoh  preference  over  ourselves:  for  I  believe  that 
there  is  as  mnoh  honesty  and  patriotism  in  this 
Honse  as  in  any  equal  number  of  people  upon 
earth.  I  look  to  them  with  hope  and  oonfl- 
denoe  for  safety  in  the  worst  of  times.  Let  tike 
times  be  as  bad  as  they  may  hereafter — I  do 
not  now  speak  of  the  present  time— I  look  to 
this  House  to  protect  the  pnblio  interest,  I 
never  will  consent  to  say,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  that  there  is  any  head  of  a  depart- 
ment that  can  and  will  do  more  Jnstice  to  this 
nation  than  the  nation  may  rightfully  expect 
from  the  House  itself.  The  Post  Oflice  Deports 
ment  has  already  heavy  duties  to  perform,  with 
fewer  responsibilities,  with  more  power  and 
patronage,  than  any  other  department  of  the 
Government;  and  all  the  ability  and  all  the 
honesty  of  its  head  is  required  for  its  own  ^th- 
fnl  management.  He  would  not  therefore  agree 
to  place  tills  Honse  under  the  oontrol  of  him. 
or  any  other  of&cer  whom  it  might  be  proposed 
to  make  its  comptroller  generaL  Mr.  L.  con- 
cluded by  saying  he  did  not  wish  to  consume 
tune  unneoessarilv,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  House  would  pass  the  bill  before  its  ad- 
journment. 

Hr.  Sphobt  sud  he  had  not  submitted  the 
motion  for  a^jonmment  with  a  view  of  muting 
a  set  speech  on  the  subject  of  retrenchment  and 
reform.  He  was  feanul  that  the  patience  of 
the  House  was  already  exhausted ;  he  had  not 
ori^nally  intended  to  take  any  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion; bnt  the  innumerable  amendments 
which  had  been  made  to  the  bill  had  induced 
him  to  make  a  brief  atatement  explanatory  of 
the  vote  he  shonld  give.  He  could  soaroely 
expect  that  the  Honse  would  attend  to  him  witb 
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the  same  good  hnmor  with  wbioli  the^  had 
listened  to  uie  gentleraan  f^m  Kentock;,  (Mr. 
LcTOHKK.)  That  gentleman  had  been  pleased 
to  call  this  bill  a  child,  which  needed  anrsing 
and  attention  to  rear  to  matarit;,  and  profwaed 
hisuelf  willing  to  aid  in  rearing  &nd  educating 
it  to  nsefol  porposea.  Ur.  S.  thought  that  the 
ohainnan  of  that  oonunitt«e  might  say,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  friendship  m&nifeeted  \tj  his  col- 
leagne,  in  the  words  of  the  Spaniah  proverb : 
"  mve  me  from  my  friends ;  fr^m  m;  enemiea 
I  can  protect  myself."  When  the  bih  was  first 
Introdnoed  into  the  House,  he  was  oppoaed  to 
it,  and  had  so  stated  onreaervedly,  mainly  on 
sooonnt  of  that  clwue  in  the  first  section,  abont 
which  so  mndi  debate  had  been  had,  directing 
a  reference  to  the  FostnuBter  General  Whea 
this  part  was  stricken  ont  by  an  amendment,  he 
was  dl^Kwed  to  Tote  for  the  bilL  His  objeo- 
tdona  to  that  alanse  were  the  very  inoorrect 
estimate  whioh  the  post  office  books  give  of  the 
diatanoes  on  some  of  the  post  rontea.  Their 
distaooes  were  no  doubt  generally  obtained  from 
deputy  poatmastera  and  maU  carriera,  who  evi- 
dently knew  very  little  of  the  matter.  In  his 
district,  he  hod  heard  no  complalnta  about  the 
per  diem  allowance  on  the  mileage  of  members. 
The  committee  had,  however,  reported  an 
abase  or  an  error,  and  had  demonstrated  how 
it  hod  originated,  and  had  proposed  a  remedy. 
The  fact  that  this  matter,  thus  disclosed,  had 
not  been  spoken  of  at  sach  a  distance,  she  ws  that 
this  error  has  been  gradosl  in  its  growth,  and 
that  the  people  have  never  been  fully  apprised 
ofitsertent.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  corrected, 
and  the  amended  bill  afforded  a  proper  remedy. 
Mr.  8.  oonld  not  agree  in  opinion  with  his  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  Oabson,)  his  boaom  friend, 
he  might  say,  that  in  this  matter  oormptjon  or 
dishonorable  motives  were  to  be  impnted  to 
members,  and  that  they  ehonld  resent  ench  at- 

S^  saw  nothing  in  the  bill  to  awaken  anch 
fMinga.  It  waa  based  upon  the  admitted  faot 
that  sometlung  had  been  done  whioh  onght  not 
to  have  been  done ;  and  that  the  present  law 
was  eo  defective  that  auoh  errors  might  occur 
even  with  good  intentions.  The  enactment  of 
this  law  wontd  prevent  a  reourrenoe  of  these 
things,  by  eatabhshing  a  nniform  mle.  He  saw 
in  this  nothing  to  impeach  the  character  or 
raffle  the  compiacenoy  of  membOTS.  He  repro- 
bated the  doctrine  that  members  of  Congress 
were  too  honorable  to  need  accountability,  and 
that  they  should  be  exempted  from  respon^- 
bility.  Members  of  Oongress  were,  he  doubted 
not,  equally  &]lible  with  other  men;  and,  in 
this  matter,  the  question  is  about  that  in  which 
men  are  moat  &l]ible,  their  aelf-interest.  He 
waa  for  discarding  such  pretenuons,  and  for 
putting  a  stop  deciuvely  to  these  malpractioea. 
Mr.  SpxcaHT  said  that,  two  yeara  ago,  when 
theee  matters  were  flnt  broached,  Uiis  Hall, 
and  every  Hall  in  the  country,  rung  with  the 
accounts  of  the  waste  of  public  money,  con- 
atructive  Journeys,  doable  ontfita,  Ac    He  waa 


then,  IS  now,  of  opinitm  that  theqnesticoli/ 
retrenclmient  ahoold  be  fully  met,  audi  tin. 
ongh  investigation  ordered  into  all  the  d^wt- 
ments  of  the  Government.  But  his  opnua 
waa,  unequivocally,  that  this  reform  sod  'vsv*- 
tigation  sboold  commence,  hke  cliuitj,  it 
home,  and  here  in  thia  Hall.  This  bilit,iaiiul, 
met  bis  view ;  and  when  this  should  be  teOled, 
he  hoped  the  committee  would  proaecots^ 
inqniry  into  certain  other  matters  about  tl« 
House,  the  use  of  stationery,  &c  And  wboi 
the  affairs  of  that  Hoose  were  retrenclied  md 
reformed,  he  hoped  they  would  proceed  thitn^ 
all  the  departments,  bann  the  £ieonliT6  don 
through  every  office,  and  examine  and  rrfjni 
all  the  abuae  which  may  exist.  He  had  hwd, 
daring  the  last  nine  months,  a  great  deal  of  tbe 
removal  at  fbithftil  public  officers,  men  who,  to 
many  years,  had  served  the  public  well,  mdtb 
appointment  of  others.  If  these  things  h>n 
been  done  without  cause,  it  is  proper  UiittMii 
an  abase  of  power  ahoold  be  detected,  and  in 
authors  punished  by  public  opinion.  latiMH 
remarks  he  had  no  int«ntion  of  ailndiDgtoia- 
dividnala ;  the  question  simply  was,  the  »biw 
being  admitt«d,  shonld  not  the  remedy  b«  if)- 
plied!  He  thought  it  ahoold,  and  tbeitCn 
supported  the  bill  us  amended. 

llie  qaeetion  was  then  taken,  by  y«t9  B^ 
naya,  on  striking  ont  the  aeeond  section  of  tin 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  m- 
jority,  158  to  15. 

Mr.  CziLTOTi,  of  Eentacky,  then  moradfiF 
ther  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thefollo«iii( 

Bee  S.  .ilnrfif  tJ^tr(Jler<nacfad^  That  the  nai' 
six  dolUn  per  day,  and  At.  doUaia  for  each  tventj 
milea  travd,  and  computed  aocordicg  to  fbrqohf 
provisions,  be  allowed  to  each  member  of  Oodim^ 
m  lieu  of  the  present  aUowanee;  andlhitinh** 
naldiig  a  greater  or  tUfferent  allowuoe  be,  ini  A* 
ms  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Thia  motion  Mr.  Ohiltos  supported  bj  I 
speech  of  some  length,  and  concluded  by  asHni 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  House  reAised  to  order  the  yeai  w 
naya  to  be  taken,  by  a  vote  of  108  to  JB. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  a^on^l,uldd^ 
oided  in  the  negative. 

The  gaestion  was  then  taken  on  aire^'" 
the  motion  of  Mr.  CHiLToir,  anddecjaediotba 


ed  (br  a  third  reading,  In  the  following  m 

St  it  tnaettd,  Ac.  ThM  the  Secretaiy  of  i1k|* 
ate  and  the  &ei«eant-at-Aima  of  the  House  of  ''^ 
■-  -.  flJuOl,  at  the  presene  and  tX  ihe  wo- 
of each  BubsequeDt  BcssioD  of  Cod^i^ 


with  the  aid  of  the  pre^ding  offioen,  asoertain  ■a° 
fix  the  distance  to  aoid  post  office  froin  tbe  M> « 


Govemnieut,  computed  *eew^%  to  the  ehw^ 
post  road  on  which  letteis  a(«  usaaUy  banmlHtl 
by  maU  from  the  seat  of  tbaQeiierslGoTettMat 
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to  Hid  post  office ;  tAer  which,  be  KbaU  &dd  to, 
sabtnct  from,  the  miA  statement,  u  the  cms  m 
be,  the  diatance  &obi  sidd  post  ofBce  to  the  re_ 
denoe   of  aoid  member;    upon  which  Btatement, 
the  mileage  of  each  member  is  to  be  computed. 

'•  Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enaeUd,  That,  on  i 
final  aettlement  of  the  account  of  each  member 
delegate,  he  ahall  Bubjain.at  thefootofhia  account, 
k  certificate  that  he  has  deducted  ttoia  his  account 
all  and  each  of  the  entire  iaya  ou  which  he  ma7  hare 
been  abaeat  from  his  seat  In  the  Hoose  of  wUch  he 
fs  a  member,  durine  those  days  on  whioh  it  ma;  have 
been  In  sesmoD :  novlded  that  nothing  hi  this  aet 
contained  afaall  be  so  constroed  as  to  prerent  a 
Boember  reeeirlng  a  daily  compensaHon,  if  the  ab- 
sence of  such  member  was  oceaaoned  by  sIckneaB 
after  his  departure  from  home ;  in  wiiidi  case,  a 
member  so  pcerented  from  attending  the  House, 
■hUl  annex  a  certificate  of  the  iact  of  sichneas,  and 
Ita  duration." 

TmiBSDAT,  Beoember  81. 
IH»tnbnU(m  of  F^lia  Ziondi. 
The  HoDse  having  resomed  the  cciuidMration 
of  the  resolntdou  of  2£r.  HiniT,  propodng  4  dia- 
tribation  of  th«  net  prooeeda  of  the  ules  of 
pnblio  laada  amotif;  Qie  seTeral  Statea  for  the 
poiposBB  of  ednoation  and  internal  improve- 

Ut.  Tbbt  rose,  and  eaii  tiuA  he  had  bat  a  tew 
words  more  to  say,  and  he  sboold  dose.  I 
think,  Btr,  (aud  Ifr.  T.,)  I  was  oalling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Hoose  to  the  modut  operandi  nnder 
the  proTiMoos  of  the  amendment  to  the  reaola- 
tion  by  the  gentleman  teoia  Sonth  OaroUna,  and 
partioularlj  what  woa  to  l>e  taken  iato  thig  ao- 
ooont  current  wMch  was  to  be  made  ont.  I 
had  said,  we  shsll  oall  opon  yon  to  go  the 
whole ;  we  sbiU  not  only  call  npon  ron  to 
tiirow  in  all  the  lands  in  this  diabiot;  beddea 
the  useleflH  millions  yon  have  laid  ont  upon  this 
bnUding  and  the  Freudent's  honse,  bat  we  shall 
oaU  npon  yon  to  toko  an  aoooont  of  yoor  navy 
also,  n>r  it  will  be  extremely  onerous  to  oall  npon 
ns  in  the  new  Btatee  to  pay  for  the  lands  yon 
pretended  to  give  ns,  withont  allowing  as  to 
draw  ont  of  the  general  stock  onr  money  por- 
tion of  the  fonA.  I  shall  be  told  that  these 
pablic  bnildinxB  are  a  part  of  the  staple  im- 
provements of  the  oonntry,  whteh  were  never 
intended  as  a  fond ;  this  I  adndt ;  and  so,  bj 
roar  pretended  gift,  these  lands  (so  &r  as  they 
have  been  applied)  have  become  a  part  of  the 
permanent  miprovements  of  the  oonntry  as 
mnoh  as  your  publio  bnUdings;  bnt  we  are 
called  opon  to  pay  for  them,  and  we  cannot  do 
ao  except  we  be  permitted  to  draw  npon  the 
Joint  stock.  It  will  be  no  answer  to  oar  prop- 
osition to  tell  ns  that  the  coat  of  these  bnild- 
ings,  Ac,  are  money  ap^^ropriatioos,  and  not 
land.  Sir.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolina,  what  diatinclioa  he  will 
draw  between  an  appropriation  of  money  and  of 
land — except  that  money  is  preferable. 

Sir,  I  should  think  the  gentleman's  preciiti- 
tanof  a  oonolnsive  eridenoe  that  he  was  afraid 


to  sabmit  his  proposition  to  the  deliberate  cog- 
itations of  the  people.  He  is  fearful  that  thjA 
monstrooB  sentiment  which  he  has  heard  in 
whispers  mi^ht  assume  a  more  andible  tone — 
he  is  feariU  it  may  nia  npon  pnblio  opinion. 
Sir,  if  it  be  true,  ttiat  such  a  s~'' "  ~ 


cisioa  of  the  qaestion  should  be  postponed. 
Let  the  people  deliberate  upon  it,  and  my  lifo 
for  it  they  will  come  to  a  correct  oonoluuon 
concerning  it.  Is  the  gentleman  oftud  to  post- 
pone it  till  after  the  next  census  t  I  shoi^d 
think  BO,  from  bis  desire  to  posh  the  matter 
now.  Why,  sir,  drive  ns  into  a  deoisirai  nowf 
Why  not  let  it  rem^  till  public  opinion  haa 
dedded  upon  it?  The  new  States  are  but 
weak  in  numerical  strength;  why  cram  Uiis 
measure  down  their  throats  before  tbey  shall 
have  acquired  the  struigth  which  the  new  cen- 
sus will  give  them !  It  shows  there  is  some- 
thing wrong  abont  it,  and  that  he  b  ofrdd  to 
trust  it  to  the  searobing  investigations  of  time. 
If  we  must  have  a  scramble  for  this  property, 
give  OS  a  chance  with  yoa — do  not  t^e  the 
advantage  of  our  present  representative  weak- 
nesSj  when  you  know  we  have  a  large  portion  of 
original  physiod  strength  Jnst  ready  to  organize 
and  bring  into  action.  It  would  not  be  fair ;  if 
we  most  lose  oor  lands,  let  as  at  least  have  the 
benefit  of  all  onr  strength  before  we  commence 
the  oneqtial  sb^iggle.  Sir,  I  can  say  (o  mv 
friend  from  VermoDt  I  have  never  heard  such 
principles  as  he  mentions  contended  for — I  have 
never  heard  any  man  deny  but  that  Oongress 
had  the  right  to  dispose  of  those  lands  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  compacts  wiUi  the 
vorioos  States  which  have  made  oeesions.  But 
I  will  say  to  my  friend,  that  whatever  lands  the 
United  States  may  have  in  the  new  States,  at 
least  the  Western  ooee,  Vermont  has  no  land 
there,  nor  ever  will  have,  until  the  Western 
States  consent  to  it,  or  the  most  solemn  engage- 
ment shall  be  violated  by  the  Oongress  of  Qie 
United  States,  Sir,  I  have  said  this,  and  I  will 
say  it  here,  that  the  gentleman  may  be  apprised 
of  it,  that  when  the  motives  or  condderationa 
for  ceding  these  lands  to  the  United  States,  hy 
the  severd  States,  shall  have  been  AiMIed, 
thal^  from  a  prlndple  of  equity,  connected  with 
the  contract,  they  moat  and  will  fall  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie ;  and,  sir,  I  will  give 
the  gentleman  the  grounds  of  my  opinion.  Sir, 
it  is  evident  that  theee  loads  were  ceded  to  the 
UiUted  States  upon  two  oonsideration^  the 
most  prominent  of  which  was,  to  create  a  sort 
of  political  balance  in  the  Union,  as  I  have 
heretofore  said ;  the  next  waa,  the  payment  of 
the  pablic  debt.  The  lands  are,  therefore,  a 
trust  estate  in  the  hands  of  Congress  or  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  MfiUing  the 
dedgn  of  the  States  which  ceded  them,  that  is, 
to  1^  off  a  oertain  nomber  of  new  StatM,  not 
to  exceed  a  certdn  sice,  so  as  to  create  the  bal- 
ance of  power  I  have  before  stated — whldt 
States  were  to  be  fr«e  repoblioon  States^  pos- 
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•MRDg  all  the  rightB  of  sovereignt;  and  lude- 
}>eDdeiioe  o!  the  original  Btat«« ;  and,  at  a 
proper  time,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  an  eqnal  footing  wiVti  them.  Now,  ^, 
la  it  not  a  settled  principle,  in  the  oonBtntction 
of  all  truBta,  from  which  no  tribnnal  ever 
thought  itself  at  liberty  to  depart,  that  when 
the  whole  object  or  consideration  for  which 
the  trust  waa  created  shall  have  been  fulfilled, 
that  the  estate  reTerte  to  the  ori^nal  doDor, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  tenna  of  the 
trostl  Here,  sir,  it  is  otherwise  directed;  it 
never  can  revert  to  the  donors.  But,  sir,  when 
these  new  Statea  sbaU  have  been  laid  ont,  and 
the  pnblio  debt  paid,  theae  lands  mnst  go  to 
thoae  new  States  according  to  the  provisions  of 
tie  grant — haviiig  all  the  righta  of  sovereignty, 
freedoro,  and  independence  of  the  ori^nal 
States.  Sir,  I  am  forbidden  to  travel  npon  this 
ground — it  belongs  not  to  the  amendment,  bnt 
to  the  origina]  reaolntion.  which  I  have  been 
warned  not  to  discuss.  When  a  proper  ocoa- 
rion,  however,  shall  offer,  I  may  take  np  tie 
■abject  more  at  large,  but  for  the  prcMQt,  I 
will  not  tronble  the  Hoase  longer. 

Mr.  Spotoib,  of  New  York,  s^d  that  he  rose 
to  make  a  very  few  remarks.  The  gentleman 
from  Qeor^  (Mr,  Wildb,)  had  oorreotly 
stated  tbat  the  resolution  was  merely  for  the 
pnrpQse  of  inquiry ;  it  was  an  initiatory  pro- 
oeeoing  with  a  view  to  certain  results,  and  every 


presumed  it  bad  not  been  the  intention  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  that  donations,  in  land, 
or  otherwise,  to  the  new  States,  eboold  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  (Ur.  Mallabt,)  aluongb  he 
had  expressed  an  intention  of  voting  for  the 
amendment,  had  distinctly  disavowed  taking 
into  the  final  account  those  donations  agunst 
the  new  gtotes.  He  was  opposed  to  any  retro- 
spect as  to  grants  or  donations  to  any  of  the . 
States,  and  he  believed  those  who  acted  with 
him  in  support  of  the  resolution  were  opposed 
to  it  In  tne  first  place,  they  wished  to  avoid 
any  excitement ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they 
considered  such  retronieot  tiinast.  He  fully 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Vascb,)  that  the  donations  which  had  been 
made  had  promoted  tiie  interests  of  the  United 
Btates,  by  greatly  increasing  the  value  of  the 
residuary  lands;  and  he  even  felt  that  those 
hardy  adventurers,  who  had  entered  our  for- 
eeta,  and,  amidst  privations  and  sufferings,  re- 
duoed  the  wilderness  to  pleasant  abodea,  were 
entitled  to  even  more  than  they  had  reoeived. 
He  sud  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mum,)  was 
a  Pandora's  bos,  and  had  produoed  the  excite- 
ment which  had  been  displayed ;  that  graitJe- 
man,  instead  of  nniting  to  put  that  down,  had 
opposed  the  ori^nal  proposition,  as  oonttuning 
the  unjust  principle  of  taking  the  donations  to 
the  new  States  into  account  m  the  final  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  puUio 


domain.  The  gentleman  fhun  South  CstoUb) 
had  candidly  avowed  that  he  waa  hostile  to  tbt 
inquiry,  and  should  vote  agunst  it  if  his  smaid- 
ment  waa  adopted.  He  nad  never  perteiTcd 
the  propriety  of  the  amendment,  and  wss  Mtis- 
fied  that  it  would  produce  no  other  puijicM 
than  that  of  exciting,  unnecessarily,  ssd  im- 
properly, the  feelings  of  the  representativa  t' 
the  new  States.  His  own  opmion  wai,  tint 
the  sny  ect  should  be  examined  now,  and  thit 
it  should  be  settled  by  this  Oonsress ;  and  thsC 
opinion  had  been  stnnigaiened  by  what  he  liid 
heard  frtnn  tJie  gentleman  from  Indiana.  Es 
had  never  before  beard  the  reasons  as«gn«d  bj 
that  gentleman  for  &e  oeemons  made  hj  Fo" 
ginia  and  North  Carolina.  Be  had  nevo  Rp- 
poeed  that  these  oessions  were  for  the  porpoM 
of  making  new  States.  It  waa  notoriona,  uti, 
by  the  treaty  ot  peace  temunating  ths  «tr« 
the  Bevolution,  the  lands  fUling  witbin  ^ 
original  boundaries  of  thoee  Btatea  were  wrcetcd 
from  the  Crown,  and  enured  to  the  States  *i&- 
in  whose  limits  they  were  eitnated;  in  asm- 
quenoe  of  the  arduoue  sbnggle  fbr  independeiM 
in  whioh  all  the  old  Stat«e  partiupated,  and  br 
the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  the  tbtn 
St^es,  these  lands  bad  been  acquired.  Tir- 
ginia,  and  the  other  States  who  made  eetsco^ 
magnanimonsty  surrendered  a  portion  of  Uis 
territory  thus  gained.  This  surrender  irsa  dit 
tated  by  a  high  sense  of  justice,  and  never  liai 
been,  and  never  ought  to  be,  viewed  u  a  doof 
tion.  He  should  expose  that  the  ratio  of  i^ 
reeentation  in  this  House  was  the  proper  uteM- 
ore  by  which  to  asoertiun  "  the  propwtJMi « 
ohai^  and  expenditure."  Let  inquiry  be  nud^ 
as  it  ought,  in  order  that,  in  our  fnture  dirtrt 
bution,  we  may  conform  to  the  intention  of  4) 
grantera.  The  gentieman  from  Indisni  (lb' 
Test)  had  admitted  that  the  legal  titie  to  tbw 
lands  waa  in  the  United  Sutee,  bnt  he  hu  f>" 
tiiat  eventually  they  ought  injustice  to  go  t» 
the  States  within  whose  boundaries  tbey  v^i 
Suspicions  that  suoh  sentiments  were  enta^ 
tuned  by  the  new  States  had  probably  lea>o 
the  introduction  of  the  resolution.  It  mnrt  MJ 
be  reodlected  that  there  was  a  vast  qusnlitr" 
pnblio  lands,  wluoh  had  been  acquired  to  p^ 
chase,  for  which  the  United  States  had  pw 
large  soms,  and  asanmed  wteroua  bordoia  B> 
refbrred  to  LoniBiana,  Florida,  and  As  Gv*9* 
and  Alabama  lands.  Have  IJie  United  m» 
been  reimbursed  for  the  oonuderation  m^ 
paid  ont  of  the  common  treasury  for  IW* 
landat  He  believed  not.  And  on  what  pW 
then  can  the  new  States  cldm  the  unsold  liw 
asthdrs*  It  certainly  was  to  be  »pprdiai«« 
that  at  some  fnture  time  the  claim  whJdi  '*' 
been  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  lDdi«' 
wonld  be  more  boldly  advanced,  and  f'*'™' 
right  of  the  old  States  wonld  eventually  »■* 
nied.  Ee  was  glad  that,  in  the  eDnmenb<»  » 
the  States,  which  had  lat^ely  partioiwteo  » 
the  pnblio  expenditure,  the  gentlemin  froin  P" 
diaoa  had  not  named  New  York ;  she  Isd  O; 
deed  bad  bat  Uttle  (tf  the  expendltnna  «  ■" 
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0«neral  Goveniment ;  she  had  applied  for  its 
aid  when  about  to  onderUke  her  great  work, 
bat  vas  denied  all  asdstanca  on  the  ground  of 
nnooiiatitutionalitj.  She  then  went  on  with 
that  great  enterprise  miassisted  and  alone,  and 
bad  Euooeeded,  and  was  now  enjoTing  the  rich 
harrest  of  her  enterprise.  He  thought  this  the 
precise  time  to  make  inqnirf  as  to  the  distribn- 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pablio  lands,  and  he 
desired  to  make  the  inqnirj  and  measare  en- 
Brely  prospective.  He  thought  tlie  friends  of 
the  resolution  should  unite  to  disenoumber  it 
from  the  amendment,  and  that  they  shoold 
adopt  the  proposition  suggested  b;  the  gentle- 
man from  FennsjlTania,  (Mr.  BiroHXN.ui,)  and 
send  it  to  a  Select  Oomraittee. 

Ur.  Blais,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked  that 
he  was  soitt  to  see,  in  that  House,  snch  a 
strong  and  iuTeterate  disposition  to  soramble 
fbr  the  public  ftiuds.  During  the  short  time 
thej  had  been  in  session,  freqnent  attempts  had 
been  made  to  oomndt  that  House  on  the  sub- 
ject of  appropriating  public  lands,  or  setting 
iniart  the  "surploB  revenue"  for  objects  of 
"internal  improvement"  or  ednoation.    Some 

SDtlemen  seemed  to  be  very  muob  afraid  we 
onld  not  know  what  to  do  with  our  eorplns 
revenue.  This  reminded  him  of  the  story 
abont  the  hnnter,  who  sold  the  skin  before  he 
bad  killed  the  bear.  Mr.  B.  said  he  thoaght 
common  pradence  and  ordinary  delicacy  would 
require  gentlemen  to  wait  nntil  the  Govern- 
ment bad  paid  its  debts,  and  had  really  a  little 
mare  cash  over  and  above  its  necessities,  be- 
fore the^  undertook  to  dispose  of  its  eorplns 
ftmda  "  m  advance."  ili.  B.  said,  although  he 
▼ery  much  wiihed  to  see  this  Qovemment  out 
of  debt,  yet  he  never  expected,  and  he  never 
wished,  to  see  it  possessed  of  surplus  revenue 
to  any  oonsiderabie  amount.  He  feared  it 
would  only  serve  to  engender  discord  and  oor- 
rnptjoo.  The  trae  policy  of  this  conntry  (he 
■aid)  was  to  pay  off  the  pnblio  debt  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  lessen  the  dnties  on  imports  so  as 
to  meet  only  the  real  exigencies  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  It  was  a  folly  to  say,  or  to  imagine  (as 
be  had  onderstood  some  gentlemen  to  intimate) 
that  the  people,  alter  having  realized  the  con- 
Tenienoe  and  advantages  resulting  from  low 
dnties,  wonld  resist  snch  an  inorease  of  them 
u  might  become  necessary  to  meet  any  contin- 
otminf  or  emereency  that  might  arise.  This 
aid)  wonld  be  a  bad  comment  on  their 

jtism.    He  hoped  they  had  not  yet  so  far 

degenerated  from  tiie  political  virtue  of  their 
Revolutionary  fathers.  No,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
when  the  people  see  the  Government  disposed 
to  ask  no  more  from  them  than  is  really  neoee- 
sary  to  sapport  it  they  will,  in  cases  of  neees- 
aity,  submit  to  the  greatest  burdens.  They 
will  not  only  give  their  last  dollar  to  aid  a 
Ciovemment  thus  mindful  of  their  interest,  bnt, 
along  with  their  money,  they  will  freely  give 
their  blood.  Mr.  B,  frirther  siud,  that,  after 
the  public  debt  is  paid  off  entirely,  and  the 
pnblic  lands  thereby  redeemed  from  the  pledge 
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they  are  now  nnder  for  the  obligations  of  the 
Government,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
have  any  objection  to  a  fair  and  equitable  di»- 
tribntion  of  that  territory ;  and  if  South  Caro- 
lina could  only  get  jostice — sheer  iostioe — in 
all  other  respects,  he  should  not  be  disposed  to 

auabble  abont  those  lands.  Those  who  seem- 
to  have  BQoh  an  "  itching  palm  "  for  them, 
might  take  them,  rather  than  he  would  enter 
into  a  scramble  with  them,  like  school  boys 
scuffling  for  chestnuts.  Bat,  until  our  honest 
debts  were  paid,  (if  he  might  call  them  honest,) 
at  any  rate  until  all  the  pecnniary  obligations 
of  the  Govermnent  were  discharged,  he  hoped 
the  public  .lands  would  be  held  aa  sacred  aa  is 
the  oasb  in  the  Treasury  itselt 


TuxsDAT,  January  S,  1880. 
XHttribution  nf  Ftiblic  Landt. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  th« 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Huht  on  the  17th  ul- 
timo, oonoemiug  a  distribution  of  the  pnblto 
lands  among  the  several  States. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Mabtut,  on  the  same  day,  to  amend  tha 
same. 

Mr.  Ou.T,  of  Alabama,  said,  that^  but  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oarolma,  (Mr.  Mabtik,)  he  should  have 
oMmed  no  share  of  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
on  this  occadon.  That  amendment  (be  said) 
involved  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  new 
States,  one  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, in  part,  in  no  small  degree — at  least,  ac- 
cording to  the  exposition  of  its  friends — conse- 
qnently,  he  felt  it  a  dnty  incumbent  on  him  to 
repel  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  0.  s^d  he  did  not  wish  to  be  nnderstood 
as  being  ready  to  assent  to  the  general  propo* 
eitdon  embraced  in  the  resolntion,  as  originally 
offered  by  the  genUeman  from  Vermont^  (Mr. 
Hust.)  He  would  not  nndertake,  at  this  time^ 
to  say  what  misht  be  his  vote  npon  that  prop- 
odtioo  when  Uie  proper  time  for  giving  it 


contemplated  was  entirely  prematnre. 
Though  Oongress  nught  now  deliberate  snd  act 
upon  the  question,  by  passing  such  a  law  aa 
was  proposed,  of  what  avail  wonld  it  be  I  It 
was  ^teaeA  on  all  hands,  that  it  conld  now  have 
no  e^ct,  nor  would  it  have  any  for  several 
years  to  come. '  In  the  mean  time,  for  several 
snccesmve  sesdons,  the  measure  might  be  dia- 
onssed,  and  changed  and  modified  again,  and 
agiuB,  or  even  repealed,  before  it  went  into 
operation  J  which,  it  was  agreed,  conld  not 
happen  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  pnblie 
debt  Mr.  0.  said  he  believed  it  was  an  ac- 
knowledged axiom  in  political  economy,  that 
too  much  or  unnecessary  le^slation  was  always 
improper ;  that  it  was  always  a  sufficient  ob- 
jection to  any  mearore  which  might  be  pro- 
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posed,  when  its  inntdlit?  oonld  be  demoDBtrsted. 
If  it  be  allov&ble  to  adopt  the  measure  now 
proposed,  we  might  with  eqnal  propriety  be  oon- 
timially  legislating  in  advance  and  npon  oon- 
tingenciee.  Upon  the  same  prinoiple  we  might 
begia  to  legislate  upon  the  sn^eot  of  appor- 
tionment in  this  House  foar  or  five  jtan  before 
tbe  proper  period  aniTed ;  thoagh  amy  act  whioh 
coold  lie  passed  npon  thesnbjeotwonldfbrfonr 
or  fire  saooessiTe  sessions  be  open  to  considera- 
tion, alteraiUon,  or  repeal.  He  would  ask 
wb^er  this  woold  not  be  an  Indiscreet  oon- 
Bomption  of  Uie  public  time  and  an  onwarraot- 
able  ezp«Dditnre  of  the  pablio  money.  He 
thongbt  it  woold,  and,  nnder  snob  impreerions, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  the 
proposition,  in  any  ibrm. 

But  (said  Hr.  0.)  the  amukdment  is  mneh 
more  objectionable.  It  assomee  the  bot,  as  ex- 
plained by  its  friends,  that  DUDrand  IsTRe  do- 
nadoiiB  have  been  made  to  the  Western  Mates, 
and  calls  on  ns  to  perform  the  nngraokiiu  and 
nnenvisble  task  of  now  rising  an  aooonnt,  a 
eharge  against  them  ft>r  their  valne.  81r,  (eiud 
Ur.  0.,)  1  will  leaye  to  other  gentlemen  to  de- 
termine, if  the  fact  be  as  Buppoeed^  how  for  it  is 
consistent  with  the  generous  spirit  in  whioh 
gifts  are  presumed  to  be  made,  to  demand  or 
olaim  an  equivalent  in  this  nuumer.  Bat  (he 
said)  the  aasmnption  of  facts  on  which  the 
amendment  was  preheated  he  hj  no  means  ad- 
mitted. On  the  contrary,  he  felt  anthoiued  to 
oontroTert  them.  He  believed  that  it  would 
be  found  on  examination  of  the  various  grants 
alluded  to,  that  every  one  of  them  had  been 
upon  some  oonsideratiOD,  soppoeed  to  be  ade- 

Siste,  and  upon  terms  and  conditions.  As  to 
e  siitemth  seotionB  of  every  township  reserv- 
ed for  the  support  of  schools,  they  were  part  of 
the  original  consideration  of  piu^ase  offered 
by  the  Govemment,  in  "  an  ordinance  for  as- 
oert^ing  the  mode  of  dispostng  of  lands  in  the 
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Western  Territorj  "  passed  as  long  ago  as  the 
20th  May,  1786.  The  like  reservaUon  had,  he 
believed,  been  made  in  every  subsequent  law 


which  had  been  passed  for  the  disposal  of 

public  domain,  from  that  time  down  to  the 

EresenL  It  was  part  of  the  consideration  and 
idnoement  beid  out  to  the  adventurous  pioneers, 
that,  if  they  would  buy  thirty-five  seotiona  of  a 
township,  they  should  have  the  remaining  one 
to  assist  in  tiie  education  of  their  offspring. 
They  cannot  be  said  to  be  donations,  then,  but 
are  part  of  the  ori^al  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  pnrchasera. 

Mr.  0.  B^d  there  had  been  olher  grants  for 
difibrent  pnrposes;  some  for  roads,  some  for 
canals,  and  some  for  seminaries  of  jeaming.  It 
would  be  found,  however,  that  all  these  grants 
were  for  the  advanoement  of  some  great  im- 

firovement,  of  a  oharaoter  national  rather  than 
oeal,  or  for  some  advantage,  or  benefit,  which 
amounted  to  an  equivalent.    Grants  bftd  been 


which  wonld  be  greatly  enhanced  by  tlic  im- 
provement ;  and  m  many,  perhaps  bilf  th) 
cases,  every  alternate  section  throng  Thkh 
tlie  road  or  canal  was  to  run,  wu  neemd 
firom  grant  or  sale,  thereby  incrradng  the  Talu 
twofold.  He  believed,  in  every  case  of  i  grut 
for  a  road  or  canal,  one  condition  was  u  ei- 
emption  of  the  property  of  the  United  StiM 
and  poreons  in  their  employment  fiflm  ttdl; 
and  another  pretty  general  feature  in  tixm  hm 
a  rigid  acoonntability  on  the  part  of  the  Stall 
receiving  for  the  application  of  prooeedi  a 
funds  anmng  to  the  particular  oli^eot  eoalcDt- 
plated.  Bat  independent  of  this,  every  rCMid  tai 
every  canal,  for  wnioh  an  appropriation  had  b«ft 
made,  improved  &oilitieB  of  commerdal  iuEs- 
course,  as  well  as  of  defending  the  oountiT  in 
time  of  war.  One  of  those  grants  contemplilfd 
the  oonstmotion  of  a  road  from  the  Autatii 
coast  to  the  Ohio  Biver ;  others  contemplated  ca- 
nals, or  roads  eetabliahlng  communicatioiit  bt- 
tween  the  Northern  lakes  and  some  other  nit- 
cipal  rivers  of  the  Western  8tat«a;  andBSUiii- 
otiier  class  were  mode  for  Vba  removal  of  <A- 
etructions  to  the  navigatitai  of  our  riveAB"  " 
to  admit  of  nnlntermpted  navigati<ni  at  sQ  bm- 
sons  far  into  the  interior,  Mr.  0.  asked,  «dd 
it  be  pretended  that  any  of  these  grantt  vm 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Ohio,  IndiaiiL  H- 
noia,  or  Alabama  I  He  thought  it  could  uit 
with  propriety ;  bnt  contended,  on  the  md- 
trary,  that  the  State  to  which  any  of  tluM 
grante  were  -made,  was  constituted  s  sort  c' 
trustee  or  agent,  to  superintend  the  hmid- 
plisbment  of  unprovements,  in  which  her  oM 
States  were  oft^  equally,  and  sometimM  mn 
deeply,  interested  than  herj^  The  eiperieiu* 
of  the  last  war  has  shown  the  want  and  b 
value  of  snoh  Aioilities  of  interoonrse  betwM 
remote  parts  of  the  country ;  and  hod,  praV 
ably,  indnoed  the  mokiiig  of  some  of  tlieee  V 
propriatious. 

Mr,  0,  said  that  the  grants  which  bad  bta 
made  for  eemin^ee  of  learning,  so  Ear  U  !x 
had  examined  them,  had  either  been  madenf^ 
some  one  of  the  considerations  which  lie  m 
mentioned,  (fbr  example,  the  enhancementofttit 
value  of  the  remaining  public  lands,)  or  in  mo- 
^deration  of  concessions  made  by  the  BtiMi 
upon  their  admission  into  the  Union.  Hi 
spoke  more  particularly  in  reference  to  tl* 
grant  made  to  Alabama  for  the  eetsbUalu^ 
and  support  of  a  seminary  of  lesming.  ^ 
what  was  required  of  that  State  in  "^ 
Kothing  less  than  the  smrender  of  some  of  tM 
most  important  rights  of  sovereignty,  comn* 
to  the  older  States ;  whilst  we  were  tdd,  a 
the  act  passed  for  our  admisddu,  and  ia^ 
resolution  declaring  it,  that  we  were  adm^ 
or  to  be  admitted,  "  upon  an  equal  footing  wi» 
the  original  States  in  all  respwits  whataoevw. 
Yea,  sir,  we  were  compelled  to  disclsiio  ^ 
right  to  the  primary  disjMwal  of  on^ipropriri» 
soil  within  our  chartered  limits,  and  to  abandtu 
all  right  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United  BOtf*, 
or  lands  sold  by  the  United  Statee,  till  fit 
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jean  after  Boch  sale.  He  eaid  he  knetr  nothing 
pertwning  to  sovereignty  of  more  importance 
than  the  power  of  taxation ;  withoot  i^  he  pre- 
Bomed,  no  Goremment  oonld  long  exist.  Again, 
when  this  grant  was  made  to  Alabama,  Che 
Government  of  the  United  States  still  owned  a 
large  qoantitv  of  loud  within  her  limits,  the 
Talne  of  wbiah  wu  aogmented. 

Mr.  0.  s^d  tJbat  one  gentleman  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  Honse,  (he  did  not  then  reoolleet 
from  what  State.)  had  nrged  the  claim  of  the  old 
States  to  this  distribntion  of  the  public  land, 
on  the  groond  that  they  had  acMeved  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  ooontry.  The  argnment  had 
etmck  Mr.  0.  with  some  sarprise.  The  gentle- 
man oonld  not  oertainly  mean  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  onr  ootmtry  had  been  achieved  by 
those  who  now  reside  in  the  old  States  and  by 
their  ancestors ;  and  conld  not  the  people  of 
the  new  States  olum  the  same  ancestry  t  Had 
not  they,  and  indeed  some  of  those  who  fought 
the  haraes  of  the  revolution,  emigrated  from 
the  old  States?  They  had,  (he  said,}  and  had 
shown  themselves,  in  the  late  war,  worthy  of 
mch  ancestry ;  they  had  evinced  as  much  oonr- 
ag«,  as  much  entArprise,  and  as  mnch  patriot- 
inn,  as  the  people  of  any  other  section  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  0.  said  he  invited  the  attention 
of  every  gentleman  to  an  examination  of  the 
terms  of  these  grants ;  and  repeated,  that  he 
bad  full  oonfldenoe  that  each  one  of  them  would 
be  foand  to  be  grants,  npon  some  adequate  con- 
rideration,  or  for  the  accomplishment  of  some 
national  worh.  Under  these  impresgiooa,  he 
hoped  that  the  amendment  nnder  oonsiderstion 


t^ned  the  floor,  bnt  had  not  proceeded  tax, 
■when  the  honr  allotted  for  the  consideration  of 
resolntions  having  elapsed,  the  remunder  of 
bis  remarks  was  dWerred  to  another  d^. 

TrnMDAT,  January  7. 
Dutribntica  of  Fublie  Land*. 
Hr.  PoTTBB  Eud,  that,  when  he  recollected 
the  snbject  of  the  resolntion  before  the  Honse, 
tliat  it  proposed  nothing  deflnite — nothing  oon- 
olnaiva — it  appeared  to  him  that  this  debate 
was  most  nnneoesaarily  protracted.  Oeotie- 
men  took  for  granted  the  matter  which  it  is  the 
Direct  of  the  resolntion  to  ascertain,  and  have 
fonnded  their  a^^nmente  npon  what  they  ap- 
prehend might  be  the  report  on  the  reeolntion. 
If  agreed  to.  They  oertunly  seemed  to  be  the 
impreasioa  of  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  in 
op[>osition  to  Uie  amendment ;  for  those  from 
that  part  of  the  United  &tat«B  where  the 
amendment  pointed,  discnssed  it  with  as  mnch 
ceal  as  if  the  final  proportion  to  distribnte  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  amongst 
the  several  States,  for  the  ^nrposas  contem- 
plated, had  been  tmder  oonnderation,  and  to 
exact  a  rigid  account  of  the  new  States  of  the 
proportion  they  have  received.  What  did  the 
amendment  propose?     It  nmply  propoeea  to 
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instonot  the  committee  to  lay  before  the  Honse 
a  statement  of  the  quantity  and  vslue  of  the 
public  lands  which  nave  been  given  to  any 
State,  or  the  public  or  private  inatitntions 
Utereof.  It  implies  (sud  lu.  F.)  a  pledge  as  to 
the  use  which  the  Hooae  will  make  of  this  in- 
formation when  obtained.  For  my  own  partj 
(said  Mr.  P,,)  T  have  no  disposition  to  demand 
a  Btriot  reckoning  on  this  score  from  the  people 
of  the  new  States.  "So  one  sympathizee  more 
than  I  do  with  the  difficulties  they  have  had  to 
e&oonnter,  or  admires  more  the  courage  with 
which  they  have  sustained  them.  Bn^  before 
I  proceed  to  act  In  prospect  upon  this  subject,  I 
wish  to  see  what  has  l>een  done  with  it  hereto- 
fore. It  is  with  a  bad  grace  that  gentiemen 
seek  to  suppress  tiiis  information.  They  talk 
to  UB  about  the  valuable  public  considerations 
for  which  the  donations  in  question  have  been 
made.  Be  it  so.  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
bring  up  those  a^pmienta  when  we  have  a 
proportion  before  us  to  demand  an  account  of 
them.  All  that  we'  want  now  is  such  informa- 
tion as  will  enable  na  to  determine,  oorrectiy, 
whether  such  an  acoount  shall  be  demanded. 
Mr.  P.  said,  I  would  rather  have  the  facts  than 
the  statements  of  any  gentieman.  whatever 
might  be  my  own  confidence  in  th^  integrity. 
I  will  never  act  upon  faith  when  facts  can  be 
prodnced^  in  relation  to  any  matter  whatever, 
and  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment 
There  is  surely  a  most  fastidious  sensibility 
here  upon  this  suliject  We  have  even  heard 
the  tiUe  of  the  Union  to  these  lands  drawn  into 
controversy,  and  a  compariscm  instituted  be- 
tween the  military  merits  of  the  old  and  new 
States.  This,  sir,  is  idle.  I  ^prehend  there 
is  no  man  here,  who  will  dare  to  deny  the  right 
of  the  Umted  States  to  its  own  prop^y.  That 
is  a  proposition  I  would  no  more  oonaent  to  dia- 
cusa  than  tibe  plaiueet  axiom  in  EuoUd.  Hav- 
ing been  alluded  to,  however,  it  was  placed  <bi 
the  true  ground  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  Spbhoib,}  who  favored  us  with  his 
remarui  on  Thnrsday  last,  so  much  to  the  satla- 
faction  of  every  one  who  heard  him.  We  have 
heard  something  ssid  of  the  share  which  the 
individual  States  have  contributed  of  this  com- 
mon stock.  The  State  which  I  have  in  part 
the  honor  to  represent  gave  up  to  the  Union  a 
territory,  which,  whether  you  took  to  the  qual- 
itry  or  the  extent  of  it  forms  one  of  the  most 
valuable  portions  of  the  public  domain.  Yet 
North  Oarolina,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  lib- 
eral members  of  the  oonfederacy,  has  received 
but  a  step-child's  portion.  She  will  not  stoop 
to  the  language  of  complaint,  but  at  a  proper 
time  she  will  present  herself  to  the  justice  of 
tUs  House,  and  of  the  nation,  and  in  mere  jus- 
tice will  ask  their  co-operation  in  measures 
which  may  be  necessary  to  enable  her  oeople 
to  reo^ve  and  retiuu  in  their  own  hanos  Hm 
avails  and  the  profits  of  their  own  labor  and 
industry — measures,  in  short,  which  will  un- 
chain her  navig^OD,  and  place  her  In  free  and 
fair  oommuiuoatioa  with  the  commenual  world. 


H.  or  R.] 

This,  however,  ia  a  oonalderatiaii  not  to  be  gone 
Into  at  thU  time.  I  merely  menldoa  it  now  as 
that  which  will  govern  mj  vote  in  thia  and  all 
eimilor  qnestions.  Oar  dtnatioD  in  NOTtfa  Car- 
olina reqoirea  oil  the  reaonroea  we  oan  ooni' 
mand ;  and  I  feel  it  to  be  one  of  the  moet  sa- 
cred dntiea  I  owe  to  my  oonstitmnta,  to  take 
back  from  the  federal  treaBory  every  dollar  I 
call  pnt  my  hand  npcn  of  the  anm  oontribnted 
by  us,  over  and  above  our  feir  proportiiHi  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  to  be  ex- 
pended, however,  at  onr  owu  option,  and  mider 
our  own  direction.  I  regret  to  have  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr,  Hmrr,)  who  in- 
trodnced  this  reecdntion,  dedine  yesterday  re- 
ceiving the  propoffitiou  which  had  been  aog- 
oested,  bnt  not  actoally  proposed  to  the  Hoose, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Femuylvani^  p/x. 
BnaRi.HiJi.)  That  proposltiDn  even  avoids  the 
sembl&noe  of  a  committal  <m  the  part  of  the 
Honse,  either  as  to  the  oonstitatiODBlitiy  of  the 
power  proposed  to  be  exeroised,  or  Uie  time 
when  it  will  be  expedient  to  put  it  in  opera- 
tion ;  and  when  the  amendment  before  na  la 
disposed  of,  I  will  myaell^  If  no  one  else  will, 
present  that  propoattion  as  a  aobstitnte  for  the 
present  resolntion.  It  la  desirable  on  another 
acconnL  It  proposes  to  snbstitate  a  Select 
Oommittee  for  this  reference,  Instead  of  the 
Committee  on  the  PubUo  Lands.  TUs  is  ob- 
vionaly  proper ;  and,  from  what  I  have  seen  of 
the  mass  of  buMness  befor«  that  committee,  I 
am  sure  they  will  be  obliged  to  be  relieved 
fWnn  the  task  of  this  investigation.  In  giving 
the  pledge  to  offer  a  snbstitate  to  the  resolntion 
before  na,  I  have  no  ^spoaition  to  take  the 
management  of  this  matter  npon  mysel£  I 
ahall  wait  ther^re,  when  tlie  pending  amend- 
ment is  disposed  of|  to  see  if  some  otiier  gen- 
tieman  will  not  introdnoo  it 

Mr.  LswiB  Btiid,  that,  aa  a  member  from  a 
new  State,  he  felt  that  no  siiology  was  dne  In 
cluming  for  a  feir  mlnntes  uie  attrition  of  tiie 
House.  The  sattject  was  one  of  great  interest 
to-  the  members  graierally — to  the  new  States 
It  was  a  maUerjtt^noaloolable  interest  It  is 
no  lees^JhtDTapropoaition  to  diabibnto  theee 
laads4mong  the  difiWnt  porticms  of  tlie  Union. 
In  &ct,  (he  said,)  the  prooesa  was  aotnally  going 
on,  and  the  Representatives  of  them  States  can- 
not be  expected  to  dt  the  rilent  spectators  of  a 
scene  in  whl^  th^  oonatitnenta  bave  i 
an  interest 

The  mover  haa  said  that  this  ia  a  mere 
tion  of  inquiry ;  and  infbrs  that  it  shonl< 
meet  with  oppwition,  ontil  it  la  embodied  in  a 
report  from  tiie  Committee  of  the  Honse.  Sir, 
it  18  a  qnestton  of  inquiry,  and  one  of  a  obarao- 
ter  so  decisive  of  the  destiny  of  the  new  States, 
that  it  should  be  met  at  the  threshold.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  diaonaa  moat 
propositions  on  a  motion  of  reference.  The  ques- 
tion ia  then  fairly  presented,  divested  of  all  ex- 
tivneous  matter,  and  the  unbiassed  sense  of  the 
House  is  takoi  alone  npon  the  merits  of  the  in- 
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Mr.  L.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  arnud- 
ment  of  the  gentieman  from  Soath  OanUu 
but  bwa  views  very  differrait  from  those  of 
the  honorable  mover.  He  tlioa^t  it  i  logm- 
dtion  of  sheer  jnatioe,  that  before  uy  diati- 
tnUion  <^  the  ftmds  of  this  GovemmeatilMMll 
take  pUoe,  it  afaonld  be  known  what  imont 
the  several  States  have  prevkmaly  reotiTBd  to 
purposes  of  ednoation  and  internal  inucTft' 
lawL  It  was  bat  bir  play,  and  ihouM  pis- 
cede  every  other  inqmry.  So  far  from  anud- 
ing  snoh  an  inquiry,  he  was  disposed  to  eitad 
it,  not  only  to  the  donations  of  land  actaiST 
received,  bnt  to  donations  of  moneys  for  s^mr 
did  roads,  canals,  breakwaters,  Ac,  in  difioeat 
sections  of  the  ooontry. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was,  he  believed,  tha  coIt 
member  from  the  new  Stat^a,  who  had  dedva 
aotnally  in  favor  of  the  amendment ;  and  1m 
did  so,  from  a  conviction  that,  so  far  as  Alt' 
bama  was  oonoemed,  she  hod  nothing  to  feff 
from  the  investigation.  Other  genUemcnliid 
asserted  the  some,  in  relation  to  other  ne* 
States.  Then  why  oppose  the  ameadmaitl 
Mr.  L.  thought  that,  when  the  debits  snd  cred- 
its were  fairly  Bt^«d  between  the  Geoenl 
Government  and  Alabama,  a  considertUe  1*1- 
ance  will  be  fonnd  in  her  &vor.  He  bdiewd 
he  oonld  get  a  verdict  for  that  bslanoe,  beto 
any  impaHial  Committee  of  this  House;  si 
hence  he  had  every  reason  to  invite  the  inqidif. 

Previous  to  any  sales  of  her  land^  it  wii 
known  that  there  were  to  be  certain  resent' 
tions  for  the  purposes  of  ednoation  and  iiiteni^ 
improvement.  These  are  what  gentlonai  <» 
donations;  but,  sir,  I  think  I  con  prove  ttut 
she  has  trebly  pud  for  them  in  the  enbund 
price  of  her  mida,  and  in  her  relinqnisbip^ 
of  certain  portions  of  her  sovereignty.  Ibw* 
the  right  of  taxing  these  lands.  Can  aoy  p^ 
tleman  believe  tluit  these  stipalations  in  fm* 
of  the  pnt-chosere  of  public  lands  did  not  ^ 
hance  Uieir  price  f  That  they  did  not  «W 
into  the  oonaiderations  of  the  purchase,  ai  co'iv 
oa  fertility  of  soil,  health  of  dtnatioo,  <«  uJ 
other  local  canse  f  Yes,  sir,  these  atipnlUiiv 
were  aa  well  known  at  the  land  salea  u  thtj 
are  in  tiiia  House.  They  entwed  into  the  f^ 
of  eveiT  acre  of  land,  and  into  the  oalcnlwM 
of  every  indlvidoal  purchaser,  ftomthekoea^ 
eontions  apecnlator  to  the  hnmblest  iDdiridMl 
who  Bonght  to  pnrchase  on  eighty  acre  tivt  <■ 
which  to  place  hia  little  family.  Qealioitf 
who  argne  differently,  must  sappcse  thai  w 
people  of  Alabama  ore  the  most  nncilciiliCi« 
beings  on  earth.  They  are  not,  perh^^  ■ 
calculating  as  the  popniation  of  some  other  M- 
tions  of  the  Union ;  bnt  to  impute  to  tb«ii 
diare^^rd  of  such  obviouB  advantages  in  i^e 
settiement  of  a  new  oonntry,  would  smoMtW 
a  charge  of  idiocy.  As  well  might  it  be  mgw 
that  an  acre  lot  of  land,  twenty  miles  from  tM 
in  the  country,  would  aell  for  as  much  aa  «* 
advantogeonsly  sitnated  on  Pennsylcsoi*  »^ 
enue,  "file  oondneion  is  inevitable,  that,  •!*■ 
ever  advantages  were  offered  by  the  GowBi' 
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ment  to  pnrohasen  before  the  lolet,  were  well 
understood  at  the  sales,  entered  tdUj  into  the 
price  of  the  pablio  land^  and  were  furlj  paid 
for  la  an  ennanoed  price.  In  addition  to  thii^ 
an  injndicions  promise  had  been  extorted  from 
the  Btato  not  to  tax  the  pnblio  lands,  nor  the 
lands  of  individnab,  nntil  five  yean  after  their 
pnrohase. 

Here  was  another  of  those  favors  to  the  citi- 
zens paid  for  at  the  land  sales.  But  (Ur.  L. 
asked)  what  has  been  the  effect  of  this  oonoes- 
rion  on  the  part  of  Alabama  !  It  has  impover- 
ished  her  finances,  and  created  the  neoeasity  of 
the  most  oppressive  taxes  on  other  kinds  of 
property.  Ur.  L.  aaid  that  he  was  somewhat 
aoqnainted  with  the  finances  and  taxes  of  Ala- 
bama, and  he  believed  that  if  the  lands  within 
her  limits  had  been  sobjeoted  to  as  heavy  a  tax 
as  other  property,  it  would  not  have  fallen  as 
low  as  the  aimoal  amoimt  of  fifty  thonsand  dol- 
lars since  her  admission  as  a  Btate.  How  long 
this  aacrifioe  wonld  oontinne  under  the  present 
dow,  tediooB,  and  objeolionalde  mode  of  dis- 
-   sing  of  the  pnblio  lands  by  auction,  it  was 

[possible  for  nim  to  calculate.     Perh^w  at 


■sorifioe  will  doably  exceed  the  valne  of  the 
land  secured  to  the  State  by  compact  These 
Qb.  Ih  observed)  were  the  advantages  which 
A^bama  had  received  from  the  General  Qot- 
emment,  and  which  have  been  alluded  to  in 
this  debate.  Sir,  Alabama  has  experienced  a 
rigid  policy  from  the  Qovemment,  At  the 
time  tnat  this  oompaot  was  formed  between 
her  and  the  United  Btates,  she  was  a  territoiy. 
The  General  Govsmmeot  stood  to  her  "In  u«c 
par«n(it,"  in  the  sitnation  of  a  guardian  to  his 
ward.  Alabama,  as  to  the  exercise  of  her  polit- 
ical rights,  was  in  her  minority — in  her  child- 
hood ;  and  these  saorifloes  were  demanded  of 


creditable  to  this  Government,  and  iqluriona  to 
Alabama,  crippling  her  energies,  destroying 
her  fiscal  reeonroea,  and,  at  the  same  time,  op- 
erating in  every  respect  advantageously  to  the 
United  States.    Sir,  from  the  situation  of  the 

Sartdes  at  the  time  of  this  contract,  I  am  in- 
noed  to  believe  that  it  would  be  declared  a 
nnllil?  before  any  equitable  tribnnaL  It  was  a 
compact  entered  into  by  Alabama,  not  only  in 
her  minority,  bnt  onder  duress  and  fear  of  not 
being  otherwise  admitted  into  the  Union. 

llr.  L.  said,  that  as  a  dticen  of  a  new  State, 
he  should  oppose  the  proposiltoa  as  tu^nst  and 
mieqnsl  to  the  new  States.  What  was  the 
value  of  these  lands  before  they  were  reclaimed 
and  Bubdned  by  the  enterprise  of  the  first  set- 
tlers I  To  quote  the  langnage  of  the  mover  of 
these  resolutions,  (the  nonorable  gentleman 
from  Vermont,)  they  were  "  waste  and  nnctil- 
tivated  deserts."  Sir,  their  valne  has  been  im- 
parted to  them  by  the  Industry,  enterprise,  and 
sufferings  cf  that  hardy  population  who  pre- 
cede the  oomforU  and  conveniraioes  d  a  more 
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advanced  condition  of  every  newly  settlinc 
coontry.  Who  levelled  the  forests,  who  opened 
the  roads,  who  established  the  towns,  who 
gave,  in  fact,  a  determinate  valne  to~all  the 
lands  in  the  coontry,  by  converting  a  wilder- 
ness into  a  country  possessing  all  the  comfbrts 
of  cultivated  life?  The  people  of  Alabama. 
The  labor  and  hardship  were  with  them ;  and 
shall  they  be  placed  on  no*  better  footing  than 
the  old  States!  ShaU  they  receive  but  three 
shares  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  in  all 
the  lauds  within  their  limits  !  Shall  their  im- 
provements and  industry  be  sold  and  distrib- 
nted.  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  roads  and 
canals,  schools  and  colleges,  in  other  States, 
whose  citizens  have  shored  with  them  none  of 
the  hardships,  the  labor,  and  the  sufferings,  of 
settling  the  country  f  Sir,  the  proposition  is 
ut^nst,  and  the  system  woula  render  the 
now  States  tributary  to  the  old.  Besides,  what 
would  be  the  share  of  Alabama  under  this  sys- 
tem t  Three  shares  would  probably  be  worth 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  yet  her  citizens 

Ky  perhaps  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
s  a  year  for  land.  A  constant  drain  upon 
the  reeonrces  of  the  State  to  this  vast  amonnt, 
a  oontdnned  corrent  of  oircnlation  setting  fhnn 
them  in  its  onward  course,  with  the  paltry  re- 
turn of  fifteen  thonsand  dollars.  This  is  too 
much  the  esse  at  present ;  but  the  citizens  of 
Alabama  will  not  complain  so  long  as  this 
money  goes  in  payment  of  a  debt  incurred  in 
defence  of  national  rights  and  honor.  If  tp- 
plied  to  any  local  pnrpose,  they  will  and  ought 
to  complin. 

From  whence,  asked  Ur.  L.,  does  this  propo- 
sition come  t  iVom  Virginia,  whose  oontribn- 
tions  of  land  to  the  General  Government  have 
been  more  than  all  the  other  Stat«e  I  No,  rir ; 
that  great  and  patriotic  State,  whose  generos- 
ity is  so  often  complimented  on  this  fioor,  and 
whose  name  Is  identified  with  every  sacrifice  of 
blood  or  treasure  in  defence  of  tiiis  Govern- 
ment— she,  I  say,  sir,  does  not  ssk,  and  would 
be  the  last  to  ask,  this  distribution  at  onr 
hands.  North  Carolina  has  also  made  an  im- 
portant cession  of  lands  to  the  Government.  I 
hope  a  minority  of  that  State  do  not  demand 
the  distribution.  South  Carolina  and  Gteorsla 
have  also  made  large  oesalons  of  lands,  and  I 
am  persuaded  neither  of  them  will  favor  this 
project  From  what  quarter,  then,  does  the 
proposition  present  itsdf )  From  Vermont— a 
State  which  has  made  no  cession  whatever  to 
the  Qovemment ;  and  that,  sir,  in  the  absenoa 
of  Virginia,  whose  liberality  has  created  the 
larKeet  portion  of  the  fund  which  it  is  proposed 
to  divide.  He  hoped  the  qnestion  woola  not 
be  taken  until  Virnnia  was  fully  represent«d 
on  this  fioor.  He  should  make  such  a  moticai, 
if  no  one  else  did. 

UoBs^T,  Jannary  11, 

iSMtttsm /nJtont. 

Mr.  Ouosiuata  moved  that  the 
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York,  prajiog  tiie  interposition  of  the  General 
Government  to  protect  the  Southern  Indituis 
from  inluBtice  and  oppressios,  be  now  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiurs. 

Ur.  Tbokfsok,  of  Georfpa,  nwe,  and  ttii, 
that,  diselaiming  all  intention  of  oppodng  the 
reference  proposed,  he  wonld,  howeyer,  qnes- 
tioD  the  propriet7  of  entertaining  ever^  peti- 
tion or  memoriBl  which  maj  be  addreaaeo  to 
Oongreao,  whether  it  be  the  resolt  of  an  aod- 
dental  meeting  at.  a  grog-shop  or  not  It  ap- 
peared to  hLm  to  be  a  porfeotlT  oseless  waato  of 
the  time  of  the  Honae,  to  order  a  reference  of 
the  memorial  in  question  to  the  Comnuttee  on 
Indian  AfiurSj  inaamQoh  as  the  mbject-matter 
of  the  memorial  waa  generally  and  fully  pre- 
sented to  Congrees  by  tne  Freradent's  Menage, 
and  waa  by  an  order  of  thia  Boose  referred  to 
the  Conimitcee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Ur.  T.  sud 
he  did  not  wish  to  provoke  disonsBon  upon  the 
subject  alladed  to,  becauee  that  waa  not  the 
proper  stage  for  its  disoasmon.  He  wa^  how- 
ever, prepared  to  meet  the  qneetion  then  and 
at  all  times. 

Ur,  Spenokb.  of  New  York,  said  he  had 
ir^ted  to  see  wnether  the  mover  of  the  memo- 
tial,  or  some  other  gentleman,  woold  rise  and 
repel  the  allnsiona  of  the  gentleman  who  had 

iiit  sat  down.  Sinoe  thia  had  not  been  done, 
e  felt  himself  called  npoQ  to  speak  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  State  from  which  the  me- 
morial emanated.  This  was  not  the  result  of 
"  a  meeting  in  a  grog-shop,"  aa  bad  been  so  mt- 
jnstly  insinnated,  but  one  of  the  atmost  re- 
spectability, and  held  in  an  enlightened  and 
moral  common  ity.  The  ohurman  of  that 
meeting  was  a  revolntionary  officer,  known, 
respected,  and  beloved.  Mr.  B.  said  he  knew 
many  of  the  individnala  whose  names  were 
attached  to  the  memorial,  and  he  knew  their 
standing  to  be  of  the  mo^  respectable  charac- 
ter ;  and  the  doctrine  which  had  been  here  ad- 
vanced, that  they  ought  not  to  be  heard—that 
their  respectful  memorial  ooght  not  to  be  re- 
ouved  by  this  Eonse,  waa  one  which  he  bad 
not  expected  to  hear  advuiced,  and  agunst 
which  ne  most  enter  his  solemn  protest.  The 
language  of  the  memorial  was  deooroos  and  re- 
spectM.  It  was  tme  it  was  upon  a  delicate  as 
well  as  an  important  eabject;  but,  however 
nn&shionable  tne  doctrines  wbich  it  advocated 
were  upon  this  fioor,  or  however  moch  they 
might  clash  with  his  own  sentiments,  or  those 
of  others,  it  was  not  to  be  snbmitted  to,  that 
the  respectable  memorialists  should  be  refosed 
to  be  heard.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  woold  have  its  appropriate  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  meet 
with  that  consideration  and  respectfnl  treat- 
ment to  which  it  was  entitled. 

Mr.  WiLnB,  of  Georeia,  said,  inasmndt  as  the 
memorial  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  at  his 
request,  a  few  days  since,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  time  to  examine  its  oouteuto,  it  might 
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be  expected  of  lum  to  say  a  word  w  tvo  « 
the  Bot^eoL  Without  pronaong  any  particBlir 
skill  in  the  rigns  of  the  times,  it  teemed  to  hii^ 
from  movements  in  that  Hooae  and  dBevha^ 
that  the  qoestioo  of  our  Lidian  policy  wu  de*- 
tined  to  create  moch  feeling  and  ^mdhul 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  tLat  party  reelinr 
wonld  mingle  with  their  deliberaiioiiB,  tlioi!^ 
he  feared   they  would  not  be  entirdj  frw 

He  rose,  not  to  express,  in  advance,  opimou 
opon  matters  of  high  momrai^  worthy  ugnn 
deliberation;  nor  shonld  be  oppose  the  refer 
enoe  of  this  memorial,  however  obJedioiiiUt 
he  oonndered  its  langoage.  It  did  not  benme 
him,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  Stats 
interested  in  this  question,  to  mamfest  aaj  ii> 
dae  degrea  of  Benmtiveneas  to  the  terma  ii 
whioh  the  memorialists  had  been  pleased  lo  ei- 
preea  th^  eentiiaenta.  Bat  it  might  not  b« 
unproper  for  him  to  offer  a  few  words  by  nj 
of  comment. 

The  memorial  ^tpeared  to  have  two  ot^vb- 
One  was  to  remonstrate  against  the  opinioDat/ 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  In  regsid  to  ibt 
Indian  tribes.  The  other  to  sti^oatUe  Uu 
legislation  of  partioolar  States.  Be  i^  cA 
onderstwid,  from  reading  the  memorial,  (til 
the  memorialists  complained  of  auy  i^iiiy  v 
injngtioe  to  themselvei  The  sn^eetion  W 
that  other  persons,  not  oitisens  ^the  UoitM 
States,  have  reason  to  apprehend  evil  from  ^ 
course  pnrsaed  towards  mem  by  the  Prea^ 
and  some  of  the  States.  Now.  sir,  sud  Hr. 
W.,  when  any  one  is  injured,  it  is  time  ei»# 
to  complain ;  and  it  ia  well  enoogh,  usosUTi  "> 
let  those  who  are  injured  complain  for  tian- 
selves.  For  though  it  has  been  said  by  a  gtvi 
moralist,  that  the  fate  of  oomplaint  is  to  eiQle 
oontempt  rather  than  pitj,  no  one  has  bea 
persnaded  by  the  adage  to  suffer  end  be  silent. 

Whence,  then,  the  neoessily  of  the  petifoa- 
ers'  interference  t  Uight  they  not  be  told  tw 
every  one  was  ready  enoogh  to  debul  hit  o^ 
grievanoee )  Was  it  less  true  now  than  ft^ 
merlj,  that,  if  everybody  would  take  caw  » 
themselves,  and  of  their  own  bumaess,  eray- 
body  and  everybody's  bnsiueas  would  be  ^ 
taken  care  of?  Give  me  leave,  sir,  said  v- 
W.,  to  ask,  why,  according  to  their  own  iU» 
meat,  these  petitioners  came  before  thie  ^'"'^i 
They  set  forth  no  grievance  of  their  own  t^oi 
their  fellow-citiiens.  They  sorest  no  remMJ 
resting  in  the  action  of  thia  House  for  Oii  rn 
or  imaginary  grievances  of  others,  Wj  ^ 
we  not  as  well  entertwn  supplicaUoDS  in  t*^ 
of  the  suffering  people  of  Ireland  or  Hiw^ 
Stan  I  In  what  character,  he  inquired,  did  U" 
memorialists  present  themselves!  Wu  ''^ 
self-constituted  guardians  of  the  publio  ftitej 
Were  they  voluntary  anperintendento  of  "■ 
treaty-making  power!  Curators  by  ■5*°[f 
tion  of  the  persons  and  property  of  tiie  Som^ 
em  Indians )  or  censors— ie  knew  not  bj  'i* 
right^-of  the  LegialatoTM  (rf  sovereign  Sl»w 
of  the  Union  I 
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OS,  bec&uM  the  President 
Uie  Bovereigntf  and  iadepeadence  of  some  mt- 
age  tribes ;  and  becaose  oertun  Btatee,  vithta 
wbooe  territory  tliejr  were  at  pTMcnt  foond, 
contemplated  extending  their  laws  over  M  per- 
B<»LB  indnded  in  their  oonstitatlonal  and  char' 
tered  limits. 

And  what  then,  airt  oontinned  Mr.  W.  If 
these  barbaroos  bordea  are  indeed  Boveraign 
powers,  it  belongs  ezdoavely  to  the  Predd^t 
to  regulate  the  diplomatic  intercourse  with 
tiiwo.  If  an  ambassador  aooeptable  to  the 
Oberokees  should  be  required,  the  deep  learn- 
ing of  the  memorialists  in  tbe  law  of  nations, 
be  trusted,  wonld  not  be  OTerlooked.  But  at 
present  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
only  to  maintain  an  agent  neai  tito  new  Qot- 
emment. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tenneesee,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  enter  into  the  diacnsdon  of  an;  matter  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  the  policy  which 
tbis  Goremment  Hhoa!d  porsne  towards  the  In- 
dians. He  wished,  however,  to  express  his 
regret  that,  upon  a  mere  question  of  reference, 
aay  thing  shonld  be  said  hj  gentlemen  irom 
any  quarter,  tending  to  oall  forth  a  discussion, 
whiim  was  prematnre,  which  could  result  in  no 
good,  and  for  which  the  House  could  not  then 
be  prepared.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  not  availed 
himself  of  tbe  privilege  of  examining  the  lan- 
guage of  the  memorial  for  himself  but  he  had 
karued  from  others,  who  had  done  so,  that  it 
was  not  of  snob  a  character  as  to  eiclnde  it 
from  tbe  House;  he  conld,  therefore,  see  do 
good  objection  to  its  referenoe  to  the  proposed 
eommittee,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  so  re- 
ferred without  further  argument  He  oon- 
onrred  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Spbkobr,)  that  tbe  subjeot  referred  to  by 
the  memorial  was  one  of  great  delicacy  and 
importance.  It  was  necessary  that  this  House 
should  come  to  a  decision  upon  some  of  the 

aueetions  presented  by  the  present  condition  of 
le  Indiana,  at  this  sesnon  of  Oongreao.  The 
whole  subjeot  would  ahordy  be  presented  to 
the  House  by  the  committee  which  had  it  in 
charge ;  and  when,  in  this  way,  some  distinct 
proposition  was  presented,  gentlemen  would 
have  ample  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
views  upon  whatever  side  of  the  question  they 
might  feel  it  their  duty  to  array  themselves. 
As  an  individual  member  of  tbe  House,  and 
looking  to  the  neoeerity  of  forming  some  opin- 
ion upon  the  sul^ect  to  which  tbe  memorial 
related,  he  was  pleased  that  all  the  information, 
in  the  power  either  of  individuals  or  public 
meetings  to  give,  should,  in  some  shape,  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House.  He  would 
not  object  to  memorials,  that  they  contained 
nothing  more  than  expression  of  feeling  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject;  but  be  was  particularly 
gratified  with  tbe  presentation  of  memorials 
coming  from  a  aource  so  respectable  and  en- 
.  ligbteoed,  as  tbe  eentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Bpiycss)  had  assured  us  this  one  bad 
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come.    He  trusted  it  contained  some  original 

matter,  some  new  views  upon  a  qnestion  of  so 
much  importauce.  As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  had  this  subjeot  under  conddera- 
tion,  he  would  feel  obliged  by  tlie  reference  of 
as  many  such  memorials  as  might  be  presented 
from  any  quarter. 

Mr.  Dbattor,  of  South  Oarollna,  said,  the 
eole  ground  upon  which  he  opposed  the  com- 
mitment of  this  memorial  was  the  lanzuoge  in 
which  it  was  couched.  The  memorituists,  in 
common  with  other  citizens,  aaid  Mr.  D.,  have 
tbe  constitutional  ri^t  to  petition  Oongrees  for 
the  redress  of  grievances.  As  they  possess  tlie 
rights  it  is  for  them  to  decide  what  are  the 
prof>er  occasions  for  ito  exertnae.  The  only 
limitetion  which  has  been,  and  which,  in  my 
judgment,  ought  to  be  impwed  upon  those  who 
address  the  Legislature^  is,  that  thdr  language 
abould  not  be  indecent  or  disrespectful.  But 
this  memorial  so  plainly  offends  against  deco- 
rum, that  we  should,  it  s^ipesrs  to  me,  be  want- 
ins  in  what  is  due  to  ourselves  and  to  those 
whom  we  represent^  were  we  to  permit  it  to  be 
referred  to  any  oonunittee  of  the  House.  Hav- 
ing taken  it  up  within  a  few  minutes,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  peruse  it  entirely.  I  tiave 
glanced  over  it,  so  as  to  collect  its  olfjeot — the 
temper  of  ite  framers-r^e  general  scope  of 
their  reasoning^  end  tbe  oondusions  at  which 
they  have  arrived.  Although  tbe  proposed 
otjjeot  of  the  paper  is  to  demonstrate  that  to 
the  Indiana,  nghtfhlly,  belong  tbe  territories 
which  tbey  occupy,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the 
real  intent  of  those  who  subscribed  it  is  to 
show  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  tn  her  conduct 
towards  tbe  Oherokees,  has  committed  an  in- 
fraction of  the  constitnlJon,  and  departed  frtnn 
the  obligations  imposed  upon  ber  by  treaties 
and  by  the  principles  of  justice  and  hnmani^. 
The  memonalisto  "  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  relations  which  have  always  ex- 
isted between  Georgia  and  the  Greek  uid 
Oherokee  nations  of  Indians.  Treaties  (they 
state)  were  repeatedly  made  between  tbe  colo- 
ny of  Georgia  and  Indian  nations  residing,  Ac., 
&o.,  and  always  upon  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
tinct national  character  of  the  Indians,"  and  of 
their  right  of  soil  and  "  of  sovereignly  within 
their  national  limits."  Beferenoe  is  then  made 
to  treaties  between  Georgia  and  tbe  Oherokees, 
upon  the  same  basis,  since  she  became  an  inde- 
pendent State,  "  which  are  binding  upon  her  in 
honor,  law,  and  conscience."  It  is  a  fact  of 
which  none  of  us  are  ignorant,  that  the  Lwis- 
lature  of  Georgia  passed  a  law  before  the  &te 
of  this  memcnal,  directing,  at  a  future  period, 
a  division  of  some  of  the  lands  of  the  (^ero- 
kees,  (oonaidered  to  have  been  ceded  to  the 
State  by  treaty,)  and  declaring  that  tbe  laws  of 
Geoi^ia,  after  a  certain  time,  shonld  be  binding 
upon  the  Oherokees  within  her  limits.  Of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  this  legislation,  I 
shall  not  now  speak.  I  have  noticed  it  merely 
to  ahow  the  application  to  the  State  at  Qeorgia 
of  the  followbig  passages : 
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"YoQT  memorialiBts  oumot  avoid  the  oon- 
olmiOQ  thftt  the  bringing  of  State  Uwa  to  bear 
upon  the  Cherokees  withoat  their  eoment,  or 
the  division  of  their  lands  among  the  dtizens 
of  any  Btat«,  would  bring  great  and  lasting  dia- 
graoe  npon  onr  ooontry,  and  wonld  expow  as 
as  a  people  to  the  judgment  of  Heaven." 
Oongreea  Is  then  implored  to  interpose,  in 
(xrder  that  onr  national  character  may  be  pre- 
served "  ttom  BO  indelible  a  stigma,  and  ia  sol- 
emnly Invoked,  by  tlkat  abhorrence  which  every 
upright  legislator  will  feel  at  the  mggeetton  of 
measnres  that  will  rest  npon  the  l^ote  force, 
by  the  apprebeniion  of  Divine  diepleasur^  Ax., 
by  all  these  considerations  to  interpose  and  save 
the  Oherokees  from  snch  injnsdoe  and  oppres- 
sion as  can  hardly  fail  of  acoomplishlEig  onr 
rain,  and  of  bringing  opprobrinm  and  perpet- 
nal  shame  npon  onr  oonntry."  Sir,  no  one  can 
doubt,  for  a  sin^^e  moment^  that  Ihe  passa^ 
which  I  have  ertract«d  from  this  memorial, 
directJT  and  nneqaivooally  charge  one  of  oor 
^it«r  Btates  with  trampling  npon  sll  laws^  hn- 
man  and  divine,  nnder  the  instigation  of  the 
most  fonl  and  criminal  motives — with  the  per- 
petration of  deeds  which  ooght  to  excite  the 
abhorrence  and  execration  of  civilised  man, 
and  call  down  tiie  malediction  and  vengeance 
of  an  offended  Deity.  Oan  petitions  for  the 
redress  of  grievances  not  be  nreferred,  withont 
abase  and  crimination  t  I  oo  not  attempt  to 
take  away,  or  in  the  slightest  d^ree  to  impair, 
the  ri^bt  of  petitioniog  Oougreas.  AH  I  re- 
qoire  is,  that  this  right  shonld  be  so  exercised 
as  not  Ui  be  diverted  from  its  true  intention  by 
grossnees  and  abnse ;  with  this  limitation,  the 
right  will  be  preserved,  withont  being  do- 
graded.  We  ooght  sorely  to  pay  as  mnch  re- 
spect to  a  sovereign  confederated  8tat«,  as  to 
an  individoal ;  and  wonld  any  member  of  this 
body  feel  himself  aothorized  to  present  the  me- 
morial of  Ki  individoaL  contuning  soch  lan- 
guage as  I  have  qootedf  The  qoestdous  in- 
volved in  this  memorial  are  of  momentons  in- 
terest. I  have  reflected  open  them  snffloiently 
to  convince  me  of  their  complexity  and  their 
delicacy.  However  embarrassing  they  may 
be,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  eiamme  into,  and 
to  decide  upon  them.  I  do  not  desire  to  post^ 
pone  their  oonuderation.  All  I  desire  ia,  that 
a  oonstitotionsl  right  shoold  not  be  converted 
into  a  vehicle  for  opprobrions  epitheta,  and  that 
the  Legislatnre  shonld  not  lend  its  ud  to  the 
cironlation  of  what  grossly  violates  common 
propriety  and  common  decency.  With  this 
view,  Mr.  D.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid 
opon  the  table.  He,  however,  withdrew  the 
moUon  at  the  reqnest  of 

Ur.  LuKpsra,  of  QeoigiB,  who  acknowledged 
(for  it  was  known  to  all  hia  aoqnaintance)  that 
he  was  snffioiently  sensitive  npon  snbjeots  re- 
lating to  himself;  and  it  was  known  to  this 
Honae  that  he  was  eqnslly  so  npon  all  sobjects 
relating  to  the  rights,  honor,  and  character  of 
Ihe  people  and  Btate  which  he  had  the  honor 
ia  part  to  represent    Moreover,  he  believed  he 


had  not  one  oonstitaent  who  woold  soEpect  Un 
of  being  deficient  in  seal  and  fidelity  spoi  il 
sabjeets  relating  to  their  interest  NcTSrt^ 
less,  he  most  express  his  deep  r^ret  tbil  Om 
memorial,  emanating  from  a  few  enthnaHtit 
citizens  of  New  YwM,  was  not  psrraitted  to  p 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  iriltuM 
opposition,  and  thereby  have  prevented  tim 
premstore  discossion.  He  regretted  the  mo- 
tion rf  his  odleagoe  (at  the  time  it  vu  malt) 
to  lay  this  paper  oo  the  table,  becaoK,  if  it 
had  been  permitted  to  so  to  the  coimnittM,  n 
■boold  have  avoided  this  nntamely  cossuDptid 
of  time,  and  prematnre  ezcit«iient  of  Mi^, 
Dpon  a  eobjeot  of  deep  and  grave  impoiUiM, 
not  only  to  Georgia,  but  to  the  whole  Vaixi 

Mr.  L  said,  that,  for  two  years  pwt,  by  Jtr 
and  by  night,  in  Moknees  and  in  health,  he  bid 
osed  his  best  efforts  to  get  the  Indian  nlgM' 
in  a  general  and  digested  form  before  lUi 
Honse.  The  reeoids  and  proceedings  in  tiii 
House  would  bear  him  ont  in  saying  thillta 
general  plan  for  Indian  emtgratioQ,  novmite 
the  consideration  of  Oongreas,  bod  been  rep* 
edly  nrged  by  him  (Mr,  L.)  for  two  jesn  p"*; 
and  he  would  now  take  the  liberty  of  wr* 
that  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  vbioli  w 
impeded  his  progress,  and,  as  he  helievri,  lii 
SQCcess,  might  be  traced  in  the  diqwatin  !■ 
this  Honse  prematurely  to  enter  upon  llw  A' 
cuseion  of  tie  Indian  snbject.  It  is  knows  to 
this  Hoose  that  the  whole  eol^eot  of  om  IndlB 
relations  has  been  bronght  before  Gongnc^ 
the  Preeident  of  the  United  Btates  in  liia  X» 
sage  at  the  commencement  d  the  present  M- 
sion ;  and  has  been  referred  to  the  CtmmSV 
on  Indian  A&iis,  of  which  he  vss  a  monta; 
and,  therefore,  he  telt  Mmaelf  Justified  in^ 
ing  that  that  committee  is  and  oas  beoi  u"*' 
COS  in  labor  and  indnatry,  in  eiidssToiii>{» 
pcrfbrm  the  important  dnties  confided  a  il 
charge.  He,  thertfore,  regretted,  that  UTf*' 
tion  of  the  delegation  from  Geotgis,  w^ 
other  member  oi  the  Honse,  shoald  nij^ 
themselves  to  the  impotation  of  s^ixf  "* 
most  taO,  free,  and  ample  investigatiOD  op* 
this  sobleot,  in  all  its  various  l>eariug&  i'^ 
sards  tte  paper  which  has  given  riso  ^^^ 
aiscossion,  nls  views  coincided  with  ttisgswj 
man  from  Booth  Carolina  (Mr.  Dsinwi}" 
that  of  his  colleagnes.  He  conndered  Ha  * 
oions  act  of  the  petitioners  (to  spest  i»  * 
mildest  terms  of  it)  as  on  impertinent  nv- 
meddling  with  other  people's  concern*.  Bft 
sir,  BMdTir.  L,  I  wodd  most  gladly  hw'* 
carcfolly  examine  all  that  can  be  said  bj  w« 
individual  in  this  Union  who  thinks  wi"  ** 
mwnorialistB,  incloding  all  the  Williani  r^ 
of  the  whole  land,  I  want  the  whols  "BJ* 
fully  and  fairly  before  Congress.  8«jI."|T 
vain  in  believing  that  the  condact  oi  "*?'PJ 
in  relation  to  the  Int^ans,  in  the  pro3e«6»a 
her  rights,  will  not  only  be  jnstifisi  to  ^ 
House,  but  to  nine-tenths  of  Oie  pwple^^ 
Union,  if  we  oan  have  an  ample  *w™3 
npon  the  sutaeot  in  all  its  bearings.    In**"  ' 
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ft  G«orgift  qoeation,  in  reUtion  to  IndUns,  I 
wish  to  present  to  the  coDsiderstioa  of  Con- 
gresH,  ana  the  people  of  the  Union,  &  ejeteimUia 
pUn,  and  polio;  in  relation  to  tlie  Indiana, 
whioh  Hhall  not  only  relieve  mj  own  State,  bat 
every  other  State  and  territory  in  the  Union, 
of  their  present  perplexities  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  the  States — the  rights  of  the  Indians, 
as  well  'as  the  rights  of  this  Qovemment,  in  re- 
lation to  this  Indian  snbject.     Sic,  it  is  time  to 


De  defined.  Tour  committee,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, are  nsins  their  best  exertions  to  lay  before 
yon  all  the  laets  which  they  can  collect,  oon- 
neot«d  witli  tlie  sabject,  and  which  are  calcu- 
lated to  ud  in  aniving  at  a  jost  decision.  I, 
therefore,  do  hope  we  sh^  not  agun  suffer 
'  ourselves  to  be  eioited  into  a  premature  discns- 
aion  of  this  sul^ect,  by  tiiose  whose  ignorance 
of  the  subject  is  the  manifest  oaose  of  their 
zeal  and  forwardness. 

Mr.  Watkb  Bud  he  was  in  &Tor  of  the 
proportion  of  the  gentleman  from  Bonth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Dbattoh,)  and  ha  diould  vote  witli 
him  on  the  present  question.  He  took  this  oc- 
casion to  retam  his  thanks  to  that  gentleman 
for  the  stand  whioh  he  had  taken,  in  making 
his  motion  to  lay  the  sal^eot  on  the  table ;  ana 
ho  should  have  done  so  himself  had  it  not 
more  properly  devolved  npon  an  older  member 
of  that  body.  He  hoped  the  memorial  might 
be  read,  that  gentlemen  might  jnd^  for  them- 
•dves,  whether  it  was  couched  m  decorous 
terms.    He  therefore  moved  its  reading. 


[The  readine  of  the  memorial  at  length,  by 
the  Olerk  of  the  Honse,  here  took  plaoej 

Ur.  Mallabt  observed  that  he  was  not 
aware  that  difficulties  could  ensue  upon  the 
anbject  before  them.  A  great  nomber  of  re- 
speotable  citizens  hod  memorialized  Congress 
on  a  very  important  subject.  It  iiad  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  &om  Qeoiwa,  that  it  would 
be  mndi  better  if  persona,  Instead  of  taking 
care  of  the  business  of  others,  would  attend  to 
their  own  aSain.  But  what,  said  he,  ue  to 
l>e  considered  as  our  affairs,  and  what  ar%  the 
afiairs  of  the  nation  I  Has  not  the  President 
of  the  United  States  himself  reoonuneoded,  in 
his  Ueseage,  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Oommittee  on  liidian  Affurs!  And  why, 
therefore,  should  objectious  be  raised  to  the 
reference  of  it  to  that  committee,  by  those  who 
laid  claim  to  the  oharaoter  of  genuine  repnb- 
ILoansI  Xr.  V.  proceeded  to  contend  in  favor 
of  the  memorialists  to  admonish,  if  he  might 
use  the  term,  the  members  of  the  National 
Legislature,  upon  the  subject  of  any  public 
measure  in  oootemplation,  and  also  to  express 
their  opinion  as  to  what  might  be  the  proba- 
ble consequences  or  results  of  their  decision. 
He  thought  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  under  snch  circnmstanoes,  had  the  right 
not  only  to  express  their  opinions,  bnt  also 
to  Tuge  their  argomenta  in  support  of  snob 
opinion. 


}ir.  TaoupeoK,  of  Qeor^a,  said  he  certunly 
did  not  rise  with  a  view  to  prolong  the  debate. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  with  extreme  regret 
that  he  had  seen  the  debate  take  the  range 
which  it  had  already  done.  Bnt  the  gostleman 
from  New  York  (it.  Spbnobb)  had  seemed  to 
intend  to  fix  on  him  (Mr.  T.)  the  charge  of  hav- 
ing not  only  nnneceasorily  provoked  debate 
upon  the  merits  of  the  subject  referred  to  in 
the  memorial,  bnt  of  having  done  injustice  to 
the  memorialists.  Ur.  T.  disclaimed  liaving 
said,  or  intended  to  say,  any  thing  (when  he 
first  addressed  the  House)  on  the  merits  of  the 
important  subject  referred  to  in  the  memoriaL 
He  had  read  that  paper,  and,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people  of  Georgia,  he  felt  indignant 
at  the  insnlt  apparentiy  intended  to  be  offered 
by  the  memorialists  to  that  State.  He  repeat- 
ed what  he  stud  when  he  addressed  the  Bouse 
before,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  oppo^iw 
the  proposed  reference.  That  he  had  implicit 
confidence  in  the  inte^ty  and  intelligence  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  AfiUrs,  who  already 
had  the  snbject  nnder  consideration.  That  he 
had  the  fullest  confidence  in  this  House,  and  in 
the  American  people,  as  well  as  in  the  perfect 
fiiirness  of  the  churns  of  Georgia,  and  that, 
therefore,  ha  did  not  fear  the  result  Ur.  T. 
said,  tha^  bnt  for  the  assertion  of  the  gentie- 
man  firom  New  York,  (Ur.  Spsnobb,)  that  the 
memorialists  are  gentiemen  of  respectability, 
the  ungenerous,  iUiberal,  and  indecorous  Ian- 
gnage  used  by  them  towards  Georna,  would 
justly  the  belief  that  the  memorial  was  the 
result  of  an  acddental  meeting  at  a  Krog-Bh<n>. 
Ur.  T.  said  he  was  a  Georgian,  ana  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  representativea  of  the 
people  of  that  Stat«.  He  asked  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  therefore,  if  it  were  posdble 
that  an  apology  could  be  expected  from  him. 
Ur.  T.  repeated  what  he  said  when  he  first 
addressed  the  House,  that  a  reference  of  the 
memorial  in  question  was  superseded  by  a  sub- 
mission of  the  subject  at  large  to  the  Oomnut- 
tee  on  Indian  Affairs,  throng  the  President's 
Ueasage ;  and  he  would  now  add  that  the  vast 
aconmnlation  of  trash  which  appeared  in  the 
columns  of  the  National  Intelligencer  over  the 
signature  of  William  Penn,  and  circulated 
throngh  the  United  States  during  the  last  sum- 
mer, £d  away  any  necessity  which  ever  in  the 
conception  of  the  memorialists  might  have  oth- 
erwise devolved  upon  the  people  of  New  YoA 
to  take  the  Indians  located  in  Georgia  under 
their  special  care  and  protection :  for,  if  gen- 
tlemen would  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the 
memorial  with  the  essays  before  alluded  to, 
they  would  find  that  the  memorialists  have 
coDsnlI«d  their  convenience,  by  taking  such 


least  troublesome  to  the  intellects  of  the  me- 
morialists. But  with  what  grace,  Ur.  T.  asked, 
do  oompltunts  agwnst  Geoivia  oome  tVom  the 
land  of  the  Uohawka,  the  Norridgewocks,  the 
Fequods,  and  Narraganaetts  I    Mr.  T.  sud,  th« 
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gentletDAD  from  the  North  (Hr.  Kjuxabi)  had 
taken  exceptions  to  the  maxim,  that  "  if  ever?- 
hodj  wonld  attend  to  their  own  bnsineBa  and 
let  otberH  alone,  everybody's  bneiness  would  be 
veil  attended  to,"  at  quoted  hj  Ur.  T.'s  col- 
league, (Ur.  Wilde.)  Mr.  T.  a^ed  bow  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  wonld  lilce  a  enhstt- 
tntion  of  the  maiiiii,  "  PhTsician,  heal  th^- 
aelf."  He  deprecated  the  Idea.,  in  condnsion, 
that  his  intenlJon  had  been  eiUier  to  provoke 
diecQwion,  or  oppose  the  proposed  r^erence, 
and  eipreesed  a  nope  that  tlie  discasaion  would 
for  the  present  be  diBcontinaed, 

Mr.  QToaits,  of  New  Tork,  Bud  that  no  one 
coold  itay  that  the  sntject-matter  of  the  me- 
morial pertained  to  the  bnaiaesa  of  the  Honae. 
The  President  had  called  the  Bulyect  to  the  no- 
tice of  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
seEsion,  and  invited  the  special  attention  of  the 
Honse  to  it.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  (Ur.  Bkll,)  had  also  invited  its 
reference  to  that  committee  as  a  matter  to  be 
properly  disposed  of  in  that  waj.  If  the  me- 
morial was,  therefore,  on  a  Butjject  pending 
here,  he  (Mr.  S.)  oonid  not  discover,  as  clearly 
U  some  gentlemen  seemed  to,  how  that  whii^ 
was  of  snch  interest  to  the  whole  country, 
shonld  not  have  been  a  proper  subject  of  peti- 
tion to  this  House  from  these  memorialists  as 
well  as  anybody  else.  It  was  aaid,  however, 
that  the  language  of  it  was  indecorous  to  the 
State  of  Georgia.  He  did  not  understand  it  to 
be  otijected  to  the  memorial  that  it  was  at  ali 
disrespectful  to  the  House — bnt  it  was  s^d  that 
it  was  not  to  be  treated  here  with  favor,  be- 
cause it  imputed  to  other  persons  motives  or 
conduct  calculated  to  bring  them  into  disre- 
pute. Now,  ur,  said  Mr.  a.,  it  becomes  us  to 
remember,  here,  that  this  right  of  petition  has 
been  deemed  so  sacred  that  its  security  has 
been  provided  for  in  the  constitntion  itself.  It 
is  a  right  to  be  tenderly  dealt  with.  This  peti- 
tion is  not  addressed  to  "  His  Host  Sacred 
M^est^,"  or  laid  at  the  foot  of  a  throne.  The 
memoriolista  are  our  own  constituents — the  free 
people  of  this  country — and  addressing  us,  tbeir 
own  representatives.  It  is  their  right  to  speak 
to  us — and  to  speak  their  opinions  frankly  and 
fearlessly,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  listen  to  them 
respectfully.  We  can  only  require,  on  the 
other  hutd,  that  they  speak  in  respectfol  terms 
of  this  House.  Beyond  that,  I  doubt  if  we 
have  any  moral  riglit  to  inquire.  If  we  under- 
take to  criticize  the  language  of  these  appeals 
from  our  constituents  to  Uiis  House  beyond 
that  point,  we  may  overstep  onr  own  limits, 
and,  under  the  notion  of  repudiating  their  pe- 
titions as  disrespectful,  we  may  in  fact  abridge 
the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  their  own 
representatives.  If  we  are  now  to  deny  to 
these  petitioners  a  respectful  notice  of  their 
complMQts,  because  thoy  are  supposed  to  have 
spoken  of  one  of  the  State*  in  terms  which 
that  State  might  consider  offensive,  why  should 
not  we  at  least  set  up  the  same  rule  for  other 
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departments  of  our  own  Govenmi«iitl  V< 
shonld  then  realize  more  distinctly  tha  uton 
of  the  principle  we  have  heard  advuced  ia 
this  debate,  if  our  constituents  were  to  peti- 
tion us  for  on  impeachment  of  the  EiecntiTeoc 
the  judges  of  the  court,  and  char^  thsn  wiA 
injustice,  oppression,  and  usuipatiou,  iu  valiifr 
ited  terms,  should  we  repa£ste  uieir  cot 
plaints  because  we  might  be  difiposed  to  feel  I 
tenderness  for  these  nigh  Amctionsilal  If 
the^  speak  respectfiilly  ^  this  House,  it  inH 
which  we  have  a  right  to  require  for  onnelTea 
I  will  not  say  whether,  if  this  petition  vas  pn- 
sented  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  it  slioild 
be  considered  so  respectful  to  that  Stst«^  u  b 
entitle  it  to  favorable  notice  there.  Georgii 
would  determine  that  for  herself.  Bat  it  it 
enon^  fornsthat  hcontuns  no  impntitioiu  la , 
this  House.  Whether  the  condaaioEB  wlui 
the  petitioners  have  drawn  from  thrir  on 
views  of  the  aubject,  to  which  they  call  as 
attention,  are  just  or  not,  b  not  the  qcHiknX 
this  time.  But  it  is  a  qnestion  on  which  n 
maybe  called  at  this  session  to  act  ss  tbeir  rqi- 
resentatives ;  and,  as  they  have  the  rigl^  B 
our  constituents,  to  be  heard  on  any  qnestl« 
here,  which  In  their  opinion  may  aBfect  the  is- 
terests  or  the  character  of  the  country,  w*  tft 
bound  to  treat  their  complaints  with  grestn- 
spect.    If  we  are  to  err  at  all  on  HO  delicW » 

Eoint  as  the  right  of  petition  involves,  we  Iw 
Btter  err  on  the  other  side.  Mr.  8.  vitsm- 
c«eded  to  examine  the  passages  which  hsd  Ma 
alluded  to  as  particularly  diarespectfol  to  fl» 
State  of  Georgia,  and  said  that  he  conndeiN 
the  terms  used  as  founded  entirely  on  the  hm 
thetical  correctness  of  the  oonchisions  «)>n 
the  petitioners  had  drawn  from  the  donDneaH 
to  which  they  referred.  But  whether  tl* 
terms  were  in  any  sense  disrespoctM  to  Uw 
State  or  not,  he  did  not  admit  the  right  of  t^ 
House  to  oetemdne  for  the  petitioncn.  V 
they  treated  the  House  itself  with  re^.* 
was  all  that  the  House  had  any  right  to  m!'"' 
of  them. 

Ur.  Foster,  of  Qeor^  said  it  vu  dm 
matter  how  much  gentlemen  may  deploy™ 
agitation  and  discussion  of  this  qaestion.  ^ 
had  got  into  it,  and  it  was  impossible  for  tMj 
to  retreat.  They  might  as  well  enfloMW" 
first  as  last.  We  have  heard  murh,  »u4>^  , 
F.,  on  the  constitutional  impossibilily  of  ref* 
ing  to  listen  to  thia  memorial,  or  rtfher  u^ 
meut,  for  he  was  in  favor  of  calling  tlasgs  ^J 
their  right  names.  Gentlemen  were  niia»f* 
in  the  name  which  hod  been  given  to  lij  * 
strument  before  them ;  but  the  geatlenw/l' 
Vermont  (Mr.  Maij.abt)  had  erplainw  »« 
whole  matter.  The  paper  is  sent  here,  n* 
only  as  a  petition  or  memorial,  but  M^^Tj 
ment  in  opposition  to  the  views  eipre®*,'' 
the  President  on  this  subject,  in  his  last  »* 
to  the  Honse.    For  his  own  part,  H  " 

mon  with  others,  had  Ml  confidenoe  ui  "J    | 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs ;  and  he  didw* 
oppose  the  reference  of  the  eu^eot  to  tdW: 
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lad  beoome  bsUonabley  be  said,  to  laTisb 
tbnae  npoa  0«orria  and  its  polio;,  botli  in  the 
iewspq»en  lad  m  popnlar  ueemblies,  and  ihe 
wts  DOW  oonaidered  fur  game — a  Mr  mark  for 
dl  the  shafts  of  ribaldry ;  but  he  oould  Bay  of 
hat  State,  in  the  langnage  of  a  distingni^ed 
DdiTidnal  on  another  occorion,  the  policj  of 
Georgia  "  would  stand  the  scmtliiT  of  talents 
lad  of  time."  The  paper  referred  aspeoially 
o  the  oondaot  of  Georgia ;  the  condact  of  the 
Kiverelgn  State  of  Oeorgia,  (he  was  glad  to  see 
hat  term  had  beoome  more  fashionable  latelj 
hsn  it  was  two  or  tiiree  jears  ago,)  in  her  in- 
«rnal  relations — and  oODttuiis  UtreatB  of  the 
rangeanoe  of  Heaven  against  her,  Mr.  F.  said, 
f  it  was  detorable  that  the  sentiinenta  oon- 
iuned  in  this  doonment  shonld  oome  before 
ha  Honae,  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  it 
mnld  express  them  there  witbont  referring 
Jieni  to  the  committee.  He  s^d  the  weakest 
member  from  Kew  York  conld  enforce  those 
lentiments  ss  sOonglj  as  the;  were  set  forth  in 
he  docotnent  in  qnestioQ.  ilr.  F.  here  re- 
Serred  to  the  oondition  In  which  other  Btates 
itood  npon  this  subject ;  and  u^d,  if  this  sort 
rf  investigation  was  proper  in  relation  to  one 
kate,  it  was  equallf  applicable  to  othen.  Bat 
irhat,  Bud  he,  wooid  be  thought  of  the  citizens 
>f  Georgia,  Bboold  thej  call  npon  New  Tork 
a  make  restitntion  to  the  Indian  b4bee  who 
moe  resided  within  her  territory  t  The  doo- 
arine  wonld  be  cooudered  as  monstrons ;  but 
K>w,  said  Ifr.  F.,  that  the  memorialistB  reside 
a  the  great  commercial  emporiom,  the;  ore 
Uktitledtoall  deferential  oonsideration;  and  it 
a  matter  of  nuprise  that  their  ri^t  to  inter- 
!are  in  the  matter  is  qneetioned.  Ur.  F.  eon- 
ilnded  br  repeating  hlB  dissent  from  opinions 
expressed  in  that  Hoose  on  the  aal^eot  of  the 
memorisL 

Mr.  AsoaxB  feared  that  this  question  wonld 
piodnoe  a  feeling  in  the  House,  misohievona, 
ud  prejodioial  to  the  performoooe  of  the  pub- 
\»  bnnnesB.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  OuisBBLXNa 
Ml  the  sabjeot,  bnt  wonld  aay  a  word  or  two 
OD  the  qaeetion  which  had  been  debated.  It 
WIS  Baid  the  meiOOTial  contiunad  langnage  dis- 
reipeatM  towards  one  of  the  States  of  the 
tJmon.  He  confessed  he  did  not  perceive  it 
He  hod  read  the  petition,  and  did  not  find  an; 
thing  diarespMtfol ;  uid  he  quoted  the  lan- 
guage deemed  exceptionable,  to  show  that  it 
was  so.  The  memorial  spoke  merel;  of  a 
Iq'pothetioa]  oontM  ot  meaanrea  on  the  part  of 
Morgia,  which  would  lead  to  certain  oonee- 
qnences,  which  tiie  petitioners  deemed  griev' 
ons,  sod  to  be  deprecated.  It  was  the  right  of 
all  men — not  merel;  freemen,  tmt  aU  men,  s^d 
Mr.  A.,  to  express  their  fiean  of  what  wonld 
grow  ont  of  an  qiprehended  oonise  of  public 


This  was  a  memorial  td  a  respectable 
DBeting  of  dtisens — on  what  sort  of  a  enb- 
jeott  Wh;,  relative  to  In^an  offidrs.  It 
wonld  be  their  jost  right — no  one  wonld  den; 
it— to  address  ns  on  an;  of  onr  foreign  affairs, 
said  Mr.  A. ;  and  shocdd  we  think  of  meting 
oat  to  them  the  ardor  with  which  the;  shonld 
express  themselves  to  ns  on  that  enbiect,  or  an; 
other  aabject  of  public  concern  t  He  put  it  to 
the  gentlemen  of  Georgia  themselves,  whether 
there  was  an;  part  of  the  TTnioa  where  the 
people  wonld  brook  snch  an  assmnption  b;  this 
Honse,  if  it  were  attempted  in  re^rd  to  a  me- 
morial from  their  own  State.  The;  were  the 
last  people  in  the  Union  h;  whom  ardor  of  lan- 
gnage on  public  topics  should  be  rebuked.  Mr. 
A.  concluded  b;  saying,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  should  preag  his  motion  to 
lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  he,  (Mr.  A.,) 
though  s  Soothem  man  himself,  mnst  object  to 
it,  and  f^vor  the  reference  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  MoDuynx  said  that,  if  the  diaonsaion 
upon  the  matter  were  farther  prolonged,  it  was 
obvlons  that  the  presentation  of  petitions  on 
the  part  of  the  States  which  had  not  yet  been 
called  over  b;  the  Speaker,  must  be  deferred 
until  Mouda;  next,  and  thus  a  week's  time  be 
lost  to  the  petitioners.  He  saw  no  prospect  of 
utilit;  from  a  oontinnation  of  the  debate  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  affair ;  and  he  ahonld 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  snstained;  and  the  main 
question  recurred  as  to  referring  the  memorial 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiturs. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Rbxd  asked  for  the  ;ea8  and 
nays ;  bnt  the  call  was  not  sust^ed,  and  the 
question  was,  upon  a  divi^n,  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  TthjImi  Affafrw, 

"Wxavno^T,  Jannor;  IS. 
DUtrOtUimqf  Publie  Ltmdi. 

The  House  resumed  the  coorideration  of  the 
reaolntioa  moved  b;  Mr.  Hmn  on  the  ITth  of 
December  ultimo,  oonoeming  a  distribution  of 
the  pnblic  lands  among  the  several  Btatea. 

Mr.  Bttboxs  s^d,  that  whatever  might  Eud 
edneation  and  extend  intercourse  among  the 
people  throughout  the  various  porta  of  the 
country,  always  did,  when  brought  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Honse,  appear  Mfore  its  mem- 
bers attended  by  circumstances  of  deep  and 
vital  importance.  The  resolution  offered  b; 
the  gentleman  ttom  Vermont,  (Mr.  Hunt,)  pro- 
posed to  give  snch  appropriation  to  some  por- 
tion of  the  national  funds,  as  would  facilitate 
the  operations  of  both  these  sources  of  national 
improvement.  However  desirous  I  ma;  be  to 
aid  this  proposition,  said  Mr.  B  ;et,  feeling 
myself  within  the  interdiction  of  that  rebuke 
so  graoionsl;  bestowed  on  a  gentleman  whoRe 
State  had  ceded  no  lands  to  the  Union,  t  shall, 
first  of  all,  offer  some  reasons  why  a  represent- 
ative from  such  a  State  may  be  permitted  to 
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s  public  laotli.  It  is  true,  Hhode  laltnd 
neither  did,  nor  oould,  in  the  great  revolntion- 
arf  oosflict,  make  aaj  ceaaion  of  brood  lands 
or  more  extensive  tJaims,  in  aid  of  the  war,  or 
of  the  oonfederatjon.  The  ereat  fonikder  of 
that  State  was  able  to  find  no  longer  space  than 
its  very  limited  territorj,  wherein,  for  the  first 
time,  among  all  the  kingdoms  sad  colonies  of 
this  world,  a  Christian  man  might,  at  that  time, 
obtun  flill  permission  "  to  hold  forth  a  lively 
experiment,  that  a  civil  State  co\M  t>est  stand 
and  flonrisb  with  the  utmost  freedom,  in  reli- 
gions concemmenta."  Altboogh  Rhode  Island 
could  not  do  what  more  fortnnate  conditions 
enabled  other  States  so  libentll;  to  peribrm, 
jet.  in  ever;  great  passage  of  arms,  and  in  all 
which  might  lUostrate  patriotism  or  signalize 
valor,  she  stood  in  the  very  first  rank  of  de- 
Totedness  and  achievement.  History  will  con- 
tinne  to  do  Justice  to  alt  the  efforts  of  all  the 
States  in  their  revolationarj  conteeL  ^onld 
it  ever  be  otherwise^  and  the  North  become 
oblivions  of  these  things,  the  honor  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  Sonth  will  not  suffer  them  to 
be  forgotten. 

The  lands  comprehended  in  the  reeolntion 
have  been  acqnired  bj  disbnrsemenlfl  from  the 
common  fiinda  of  the  nation.  The  history  of 
your  finances  will  disclose  the  several  amounts 
oontributed  to  these  funds  by  the  severid  States. 
New  Orleans  is  the  n-eatport  of  entry  for  nearly 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississiopi.  BinceLoais- 
inna  became  a  part  of  the  Unitea  States,  and  up  to 
tiie  year  1826,  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  pud  into  the  United  States  Treasury 
by  the  colleotor  of  that  district.  If  all  the 
goods  on  which  this  revenue  was  collected 
were  consomed  is  the  States  on  the  right  and 
left  banks  of  the  great  river,  the  division  of 
this  amoont  among  those  States  will  show,  for 
twenty-three  years,  their  several  contributions 
to  the  national  funds.  Averaged  npon  the 
whole  nine,  the  snnnal  amoimt  of  each  is  sboat 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  little  State  of 
Rhode  Island  has,  yearly,  ever  since  tieooming 
a  member  of  this  Union,  contributed  not  less 
than  four  times  that  amount.  If  it  be  contend- 
ed that  those  States  have  paid  more,  because 
they  have  consumed  large  amounts  of  oommod- 
ities,  brought  coastwise  to  New  Orleans,  or 
over  land  f^om  Atlantic  ports,  it  may  be  re- 
plied that  Rhode  Island  has  likewise  paid  more, 
by  consmning  goods  brought  into  that  State  by 
the  same  kind  of  trade.  If  this  statement  do 
not  give  an  accurate  view  of  the  relative  con- 
tributions of  these  States  to  the  national  fonds, 
it  will  give,  what  it  was  intended  to  give, 
something  like  a  sufficient  reason  for  permit- 
ting Rhode  Island  to  be  heard  on  any  question 
concerning  lands  acqnired  or  porchasea  at  the 
national  cost. 

Neither  the  patriotiBmnor  the  efforts  of  other 
States  is  drawn  into  question.  In  the  revolu- 
tion each  of  the  "  old  thirteen  "  did  all  which 
courage   could  dare,  liberality  contribute,  or 


unwearied  labor  perform.  The  new  Stita,  hid 
tJiey  at  that  time  been  in  existence,  wcnld  sot 
have  deserted  the  cause,  or  dishixiored  the  m- 
erouB  stock  from  which  they  are  daaeeodei 
Could  the  patriotism  of  onr  days  be  Tinned 
by  the  spirit  of  those  times,  and  every  la  i* 
purified  oy  fire  from  the  haUowed  allv  of  lit 
revolution,  this  debate  might  reoelve  i  on 
character ;  and  in  the  generous  itrile  for  iLi 
general  welfare,  each  State,  not  nnmindfn]  li 
our  high  (diaracter  in  former  times,  weM 
straggle  for  pre-eminence  in  liberality  rf  *»■ 
tribntion.     With  as  ranch  of  these  fe^iogi  ud 

frinoiples  as  I  can  bring  myself^  and  ag  nuKh  m 
can  invoke  to  my  aid  from  others  I  lak  &c 
the  indulgence  of  this  House  while  I  go  intii 
some  consideration  of  this  amendmenL 

It  may  not  be  in  order  to  consider  tbe  ruo- 
Intion  itself^  onless  it  can  first  be  demonttnisl 
that  the  amendment,  if  it  prevail,  viS,  is 
effect,  destroy  this  resolDtion.  If  that  can  1« 
evinoed,  thea  every  argoment  insnppwtoflbe 
resolution  will  tie  an  argument  agiinst  tbt 
amendment. 

The  resolution  proposes  "That  a  Sekt 
Committee  be  instrnoled  to  inqnire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  appropriating  the  net  uikuI 
proceeds  of  ^e  sales  of  tlte  public  lands  smcq 
the  several  Statea  and  territories,  for  th«  fa- 
poses  of  education  and  internal  improveniei^ 
m  proportion  to  the  representation  of  «iiB 
the  Hoose  of  Bepresentativee."  It  is  mo™ 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolisi  Qb- 
¥>HTm)  to  amend  this  resolution,  so  (bti'i* 
committee  should  further  inquire  "into  ^ 
amount  and  value  of  tiie  public  Isnda  Ttuta 
have  been  nven  by  Confess  to  any  State,  <x 

>  any  pubiio  institution  in  sud  State."  ^  "^ 


it  prevail,  to  the  intent  th^  the  same  eaaailr 
tee  may  fiuther  inquire,  and  report  to  tw 
House,  the  whole  amount  expended  fiw  ■*■ 
tional  purposes  in  all  the  other  States. 

Now,  sir,  can  any  proposition  be  oontiiM 
more  effectually  calculated  to  subvert  ud  w- 
stroy  this  reeolntion,  than  those  oontwudm 
these  proposed  amendmenta  ?  If  the  fiRt  F^ 
vail,  tAe  second  will  be  offered ;  and,  if  jiulx* 
govern  the  decisions  of  tWs  House,  it  wiD  * 
certainly  be  adopted.  With  these  tiro  inw|^ 
ments  incoiporated  into  this  resolution,  wan 
Representatives,  from  what  States,  will  be  »^ 
posed  to  vote  for  it  t  Under  the  &st  ixao 
of  the  amendment,  your  oommittea  wotw  be 
charged  to  inquire  what  quantity  ot  pntw 
lands,  and  what  amount  of  money,  hsve,  M  vj 
time,  been  granted  to  any  of  the  new  Stttei 
These  must  comprehend  the  reservatioM,  '«**" 
er  of  sections  or  townships,  for  primirj,  •* 
demioal,  or  collegiate  educa^on ;  the  P*^  * 
various  periods,  for  roads  and  canals ;  to»  •!■ 
penditures  for  improving  the  navigation  of  nj- 
ers,  together  with  the  whole  amount  disbnrswi 
during  almost  thlr^  years,  on  the  great  i»- 
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tlonal  hiKhwaj'  from  the  Atluitia  waten  Ux 
into  the  Vest«ni  Statea.  If  trne  to  the  prinoi- 
pies  of  justice,  and  to  the  intereata  of  the 
Uidted  Stales,  though  forK^fnl  of  their  own, 
the  gentlemen  from  the  Western  Btat«e  can 
serer  vote  for  thia  reaolnUoii,  ao  ftmeoded,  as 
to  induce  a  report  upon  aaoh  inqiuTies.  Sach  a 
vote  will  Bcknowleoge  thoee  Btatea  to  be  ao- 
oonntahle  for  those  Rranta  and  expendltnres ; 
and  that  their  MTeral  portiona  of  them  on^ht 
to  be  diarged  nptm  their  sereral  annnal  divi- 
dends arising  frtnn  the  sales  of  pnblio  lands  nn- 
der  the  s;r!tt^  proposed  bj  this  resolntion.  It 
«an  never  be  eipe(»«d  that  men  will  ever  be 
fonnd  in  aooh  hostilitj  to  thdr  own  inCereat, 
when  uncalled  to  it  bj  any  great  claims  of  Jna- 
tioe.  The  representation  from  these  8tat«a 
will,  therefore,  be  foond  mumimoos  against  Uke 
resolution,  when  thos  amended. 

The  committee,  under  the  aeoond  amend- 
ment, will  look  into  all  the  old  States.  Thej' 
miiat  then  take  account  of  all  expenditure, 
since  the  establistunrait  of  llie  Federal  Govern- 
mentj  made  for  national  pnrpo«ea.  The  items 
of  tlua  aoconnt  will  be  all  tne  numerons  and 
heavy  appropriationa,  from  year  to  year,  for 
clearing  rivers  and  harbors;  for  the  bnilding 
of  molea  and  breaikwaters ;  for  light-honaea 
upon  the  whole  coast;  for  ouatom-hoases  in 
every  collection  dlatriot  i  for  armoriee,  arsenals, 
fortificatioaB.  dock-yards,  and  naval  stations, 
together  with  all  other  the  immense  and  necea- 
sary  eipenditnres  for  land  or  maritime  defence^ 
on  the  whole  Atlantic  frontier.  What  gentle- 
man, representing  any  of  these  Btates,  will  Ai 
here,  and  by  hia  consent  aonotioii  thia  inquiry ! 
The  very  supposition  is  preposterons.  If^ 
therefore,  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Boutli  Oamlina,  and  that  soggest^ 
ed  by  the  gentleman  fr«m  Indiana,  are  adopted, 
the  resolution  will  never  be  passed  by  this 
Honae.  Place  them  npon  it,  and,  like  the  aspic 
on  the  bosom  of  the  Egyptian  queen,  they  will 
bring  death  with  their  contact. 

Under  this  view  of  the  queetion,  the  whole 
snbjeot  of  the  resolution,  with  all  the  reasons 
fbr  adopting  it,  are  so  many  oipimenta  for  oon- 
rideration  in  discussing  the  amendment.  This 
resolotion  places  before  the  Honae,  as  npon  a 
great  chart,  the  public  landa,  the  extenrive  na- 
tional domain.  The  gentleman  firom  Indiana 
(Mr.  Tiar)  haa  oalled  onr  attention  to  a  oonsid- 
«ration  of  the  manner  of  acqtdring  some  parts 
of  it.  We  are  cautioned  by  nim  ag^nst  appro- 
{wiating  these  lands  to  any  ol^ect  which  may 
come  in  conflict  with  the  will  of  the  donors,  in 
their  deeds  of  oesrion  to  the  United  Btates. 
]fen  may  fblrly  differ  concerning  the  pecuniary 
value  of  these  cesaions  made  by  the  several 
States ;  but  no  one,  conversant  with  the  his- 
tory of  our  revolntion,  independence,  and  con- 
federacy, can  for  a  moment  question  their  high 
and  patriotic  motives.  Those  motives  ever 
have  DOfni,  and  always  will,  as  I  tmst^  be  duly 
appreciated ;  nor  shall  any  exanunation  by  me 
<a  the  history  and  condition  of  those  lands, 


either  before  or  since  their  oeasion,  deny  to 
YirKinia  her  merited  pre-eminence  in  theae 
deeds  of  devotedness  to  the  union  and  interest 
of  our  common  country. 

We  must  not^  however,  imagine  that  the  re- 
^on  covered  by  those  cessions,  and  which  is 
now  separated  into  aeven  new  States  and  two 
large  territoriea,  waa,  at  the  time  of  nmVing 
them,  any  thing  like  so  many  millions  of  acres 
of  fee  simple,  then  in  possession  and  at  the 
^posal  of  the  ceding  States.  Not  a  foot  of 
all  which  is  comprehended  m  those  States,  or 
in  the  proposed  resolution,  was  ^en  holden,  or 
claimed  to  be  holden,  as  land,  as  freehold,  nn- 
der  any  of  its  legal  descriptions.  The  ceding 
States  clwmed,  and  they  relinquished  daims ; 
but  they  neither  claimed  nor  relinquished  to 
the  United  StatM  fee  simple.  The  House  will 
ezcnse  me  if  I  go  into  some  history  of  this  sub- 
ject, when  it  ia  observed  that  gentlemen  dis- 
onee  this  question,  as  if  the  United  States  had 
acquired  by  thia  cession,  and  for  no  valuable 
consideration,  a  title  to  many  hundred  mUliona  ^ 
of  acres,  then  held  by  oertun  of  the  several 
States  quieUy,  and  In  the  very  highest  d^ree 
of  ownership. 

History  does  not  authorize  ns  to  aay  that  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  ever  claimed  aoil  and 
freehold  in  the  New  Worid  by  right  of  discov- 
ery. Navigators  and  travellers  in  the  employ- 
ment of  those  sovereigns  discovered  the  sev- 
eral parts  of  thia  continent  for  their  respeotive 
princes;  and  they,  under  those  discoveries, 
claimed  aU  the  rights,  whatever  they  may  be, 
so  acquired,  to  their  own  use,  and  to  the  exdn- 
ucm  of  all  other  people  and  potentates.  These 
<MBia  dwaya  reoogniied  the  rl^ts  of  the  abo- 
riginal owners  of  the  oonntry ;  and,  however 
incompatible  with  those  rights  any  prqjeot  of 
colonization  in  North  America  might  have 
been,  no  European  prince,  either  temporal  or 
spiritual,  ever  denied  them.  No  one  of  these 
princes  ever  attempted  to  plant  colonies  by 
force  of  conquest.  They  olamied,  liy  virtue  of 
disooveiT,  the  exclusive  right  to  purchase  the 
soil  of  the  primitive  owners.  This  was,  then, 
precisely  wnat  ia  now  called  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. The  aoquirition  of  fee  rample,  in 
this  country,  by  conquest,  pq>al  proclamation, 
or  royal  charter,  waa  nnknown  in  the  theory  of 
North  American  colonization.  The  charters  of 
these  sovereigns  mi^t  sometimes  convey  less, 
but  they  never  conveyed  more,  than  this  right 
of  pre-emption.  Under  such  charters,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  American  luid  titles 
in  our  country,  whatever  they  may  be,  have 
been  acquired. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  first  charter 
waa  granted  to  the  London  Oompoay  by  the 
Soverugn  of  En^and  for  the  settlement  of 
Virginia.  This  covered  all  the  lands  from  Old 
Point  Oomfort,  two  hundred  miles  eonth,  and 
two  hundred  mUes  north ;  and  thence,  "  west 
and  northwest,  to  the  Pacific  Ocean."  A  diar- 
ter  for  the  settlement  of  New  England  waa 
soon  after  granted  to  the  Plymouth  Compuj, 
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by  the  some  power,  and  with  still  more  ezten- 
nVe  limita.  It  covered  all  the  r^on,  from  the 
fortieth  to  the  fort;-eiglitb  degree  of  north  Ut- 


BabsequeDt  charter,  for  settling  the  Sonthem 
Stat«s,  was,  in  like  mooDer,  graiit«d  to  another 
oompanj.  This  extended,  on  the  ooasL  from 
twenty-nine  to  tbirty-aix  and  a  half  degrees 
north  latitude,  and  covers  the  whole  rc^on, 
from  the  Atloatio  to  the  Facifio  Ocean. 
The  opinions  of  the  geographers  and  toj- 

Sirs  of  those  days  shonld  not  be  forgotten. 
6y  r^;arded  these  condnents  as  narrow  belts 
of  land,  obatmoling  their  ooorse  to  the  much 
richer  regions  of  the  eastern  India.  Evexj  bay 
and  inlet  was  explored;  and  tiiey  thrust  their 
ships  into  them,  expectjng  to  shoot  throngh 
into  the  gre&t  Paoifio  Ocean.  The  English 
monarobi^  who  granted,  and  the  companies 
who  reotived,  these  charters,  oonld  never  have 
expected  that  the  8tat«s  formed  nnder  them 
wonld  oontain  more  territory  than  diey,  at  this 
*  time,  aetoally  cover.  Nor  was  it  believed  that 
the  prerogative  of  Uie  English  orown  had  ez- 
haosted  its  power  to  grant  new  charters,  within 
the  grants  to  those  oompanies.  The  great  ri^t 
of  pre-emption,  or  power  to  treat  widi  the  In- 
dians for  the  title  to  lands,  might  be  reenmed, 
whenever  the  interests  of  the  crown,  or  the 
colonies,  ehoold  require  snob  resumption.  On 
this  principle,  the  charters  of  all  the  colonies 
west  of  Oonneoticut,  and  within  the  charter  of 
New  England,  were  afterwards  granted. 

Vbile  the  English  colonies  were  forming  un- 
der these  charters,  the  French  monarch  had 
pushed  his  discoveries  and  settiements  &om  the 
Galf  of  St.  Lawrence,  op  the  river,  to  Qnebeo 
and  Jfcntreal,  and  from  New  Orleans  almost  to 
the  scarce  of  the  His^seippL  The  condition 
of  things  prodaced  by  the«e  events,  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  excited  between  France 
and  England,  and  between  the  American  oolo- 
niea,  the  war  of  I7B6.  It  is  well  known  that 
France  olfumed  not  only  the  whole  pre-emption 
ruht  of  tite  whole  territory  nortii  and  west  of 
New  England,  but  also  Out  of  the  entire  region 
between  the  high  lands  and  (he  tCanauppl,  on 
the  left  bank  of  that  river,  from  the  lakes  to  the 
Qulf  of  Uexioo.  During  that  war,  the  famous 
fimiUy  compact  between  the  two  great  mon- 
arohs  of  the  bonse  of  Bourbon  was  made,  and 
brought  to  bear  on  the  conflict. 

The  English  colonies  had  a  Mt  view  of  this 
important  controversy.  They  knew  it  involved 
the  great  question  whether  Englishmen  should 
ooloniie  and  settie  the  whole  region,  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mezioo  to  Hndeon's  Bay,  and  from  tiie 
ocean  back  to  the  fonntains  and  stream  of  the 
Hisdssippi ;  or  whether  Frratoe  and  the  oolo- 
niflts  of  France  should  be  settled  around 
throughout  those  estenmve  re^ons,  and  cat 
tiiem  off  from  the  waters  of  the  North  and  the 
West  Neither  nation  claimed  the  soil,  except 
where  colonies  were  established ;  bnt  both  did 
dtirn  the  right  of  disoovery,  pre-emption,  and 


settlement.    This  great  qoeation  of  » 


part  of  the  lands  now  n 
and  the  English  colonies,  makiDg  it  a  aaatM 
cause  willL  Uie  mother  ooonfay,  aeat  into  Iht 
field  at  oonflict  all  their  force  and  vskr.  It 
was  a  seven  years'  war,  exhanstdng,  Uoodf, 
and  exterminating ;  for  the  colonies^  oa  tlxit 
part,  contributed  to  it  an  army  of  twenty-fin 
thousand  men.  All  made  their  beet  end  bnTMt 
efforts ;  bat  New  Eng^d,  never  in  airesn  io 
the  contribntion  of  toil  and  blood,  fnmidHd 
faU  two-thirds  of  this  army.  The  conlett  *■ 
terminated,  the  question  fEwever  settled  by  tkt 
treaty  of  Paris,  m  1768.  tlie  crown  of  FruM 
relinqnished  to  the  crown  of  !&igland  ai!  hn 
North  American  olaims.  This  relinqnishmait 
comprehended  the  Fren<di  clum,  by  diacorttr 
or  otherwise,  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  (U 
the  rwon  now  covered  by  tbe  limits  of  tha 
seven  States  on  the  left  bank  and  in  the  viDi^ 
of  the  UissisBippl,  and  Qie  two  territories  be- 
"  "leen  the  lakes  and  that  river. 

It  shoold  be  remembered  that  no  aettleDwnli 
had,  at  this  time,  been  made  by  the  Atlinlii) 
colonies,  so  far  north  as  the  great  lakes,  or  w 
far  west  as  the  ridge  of  the  Appalachian  mom- 
taina ;  nor  had,  or  did  any  of  them,  nmier 
tiieir  charters,  claim  the  right  of  pre-emptidi 
to  any  of  the  lands  bounded  by  those  Uk<a  iti 
the  Mississippi,  or  watered  by  the  streami  fil- 
ing from  thoee  mountains  into  that  river.  Hm 
right  was  then  claimed  by  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, as  the  head  and  sovereign  of  the  Britiiti 
empire.  This  fact  is  established  by  the  prodt- 
mation  of  that  monarch,  made  and  given  ^ 
him,  in  council,  on  the  7th  of  Octolwr,  17t!. 
Among  other  extennve  colonial  prorisifflw,  ■* 
announces  that,  "  whereas  it  is  just  and  retfoft- 
able,  and  eesential  to  onr  interest  tod  Ibt 
security  of  our  ctdoniee,  that  the  seversl  na- 
tions or  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  we  tn 
connected,  and  who  live  nnder  our  proteetia^ 
should  not  be  molested  or  diatnrbed  m  the  pM- 
session  of  each  parts  of  oOr  dominions  tai  to- 
ritories  as,  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  pur- 
chased by  ns,  are  reserved  to  tiem  or  mj  a 
them,  as  their  hunting  Kronnds ;  we  dc^  then- 
fore,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy  oooMil,  ^ 
clare  it  to  be  onr  royal  will  and  pleasure,  tlitf 
no  Governor  or  Oonanander-in-Chiefi  inwj" 
onr  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  do  pt^ 
Eume  for  the  present,  and  until  onr  fmua 
pleasure  be  knovra,  to  grant  warrant  of  ^ 
vey,  or  pass  pat«nts  for  anv  lands  beycod  »■ 
hwid  or  sources  of  any  of  the  rivers  which  all 
into  the  Atlantic  Ooean  from  the  ^'^.^ 
northwMt,  or  upon  any  lands  whatever,  »hi<a, 
not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  bj  fi 
as  aforesaid,  are  reeerved  to  the  said  Indium  " 
any  of  them."  , 

The  rights  olumed,  and  the  rules  prMnt 
gated  by  this  proclamation,  have  never  oW 
qnestioned  by  any  of  the  colonies.  T''^^_j'l 
monstrato  and  lay  before  the  world  the  gr» 
principle  and  lawa  of  Indian  r^ationa  vith  u* 
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whole  EngKah  nee,  whether  with  the  British 
crown,  the  oolooies,  or  the  United  States ;  and 
that,  too,  from  the  first  Mttlement  in  onr  coun- 
try up  to  the  present  hour.  From  that  time  to 
tiie  commencement  of  the  revolutionaiy  war, 
in  ITT5,  majij  and  grievous  were  the  impoei- 
titHiB  and  injnriee  committed  by  the  Eoglish 
Government  against  the  dums  and  rights  of 
the  thirteen  ooloniM.  These  coloniee  lacked 
neither  the  vigilance  to  Bee,  nor  the  ability  and 

Suit  to  set  down  in  order,  and  to  expoee  to 
e  English  nation  and  to  the  world  the  whole 
inventory  of  those  injnriea  and  impomtions. 
Examine  the  entire  oatalogna  and  yon  will  find 
that  the  Amerioan  patriots  of  those  times  have 
not  exhibited  one  allegation  agtunst  the  crown, 
on  aeconnt  of  those  olaims  contained  in  that 
proolamatioQ.  Oolonial  vigilance  had  never 
diaoovered  in  them  any  infringement  of  oolo- 
nial  rights. 

The  Atlantio  States,  in  their  etmggle  for 
smstenoe  with  Great  Britain,  faced  the  enemy, 
■nd  kept  a  steady  eye  on  their  powerful  adver- 
sary.  Th^  did  not,  they  oontd  not,  look  to  the 
Vest,  onldl  snooesa  gave  some  pause  to  the  oon- 
Uct.  After  the  declaration  of  independence, 
after  the  oaptare  of  Bargoyne^  and  after  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  defence  with  France,  the 
Oontinental  Oongreaa  were  called,  by  the  min- 
ister of  that  power,  then  newly  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  to  deep  and  aozions  considers- 
lion  of  the  western  bonndaiT-  That  monarch, 
mindftil  of  the  Bonrbon  umily  compact  of 
1768,  had  contracted  with  liis  brother  of  Spain 
to  oom^ner  from  Great  Brittun,  by  American 
krms,  his  claims  to  the  western  regions,  relin- 
ipished  by  him  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  to  the 
English  crown;  and,  having  thus  obtsuied  all 
Ilia  former  rights  under  tliose  ol^ms,  to  trane- 
fer  the  whole  territory  to  the  Spanish  monarch, 
ukd  thus  onite  in  that  crown  the  Joriadictioii, 
xigeUier  witii  the  ri^t  of  pre-emption  and  set- 
Jement,  to  the  whole  valley  of  the  JTwdssippi, 
ixyca  its  sonroe  to  the  Ginlf  of  Mexico. 

It  is  trae,  the  States  within  the  letter  of 
irboee  cliartered  lindts  tiiis  territory  I^,  bad, 
>efi>re  this  time,  moved  ^elr  claims  in  their 
egiriative  deliberations ;  bnt  this  had  ever 
Men  done  with  a  patriotic  view  to  ulterior 
neosnres  in  favor  of  the  whole  confederacy, 
in  Congress  it  had  l>een  looked  at  as  one  of  the 
■eoolts  of  a  saooessttal  conflict  with  Englsnd. 
Without  knowledge  of  the  arrsngement  of 
rranoe  and  Spdn,  liQnist«rs  hod  been  sent  to 
Mth  tJMse  powers,  to  nwotiste  for  aids  in  the 
rar ;  bnt,  at  the  ssme  time,  to  clum  for  the 
Tnit«d  States  the  centre  of  the  great  river  as 
heir  western  boundary. 

Among  the  States,  the  icUnqnisluneDt  of 
State  olaJme  to  the  Western  territory  had, 
rith  some  of  them,  become  a  tine  qua  non  to 
he  Union ;  and  tinless  this  was  dune,  protwts 
rere  entered  against  the  articles  of  confeders- 
ion.  Congress,  on  the  8th  September,  1780, 
*  £e»ohed.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
o  eaofa  of  those  States  which  have  claims  to 


the  Western  country,  to  pass  such  laws,  and 
give  their  delegates  in  Congress  such  powers, 
as  may  remove  the  only  oimtocle  to  a  final  rati- 
fication of  the  articles  of  confederation."  In 
fnrtteraiice  of  this  object,  Congresa,  on  the 
10th  of  the  following  October,  "  Setohtd,  That 
the  nnappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  or 
reUnquiahed  to  the  United  States  by  any  par- 
ttcnlsr  State,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  United  States ;  and  be  set^ 
tied,  and  formed  into  distinct  republican  States, 
which  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
States."  These  reeolntions  of  Congrass  finally 
resulted  in  such  measures  in  the  several  Stetes 
"which  had  claims  to  the  Western  country," 
that  all  those  claims,  under  certain  reserva- 
tions, Iiave  been  by  them  ceded  to  the  United 
States  for  the  great  oltjeota  of  those  resoln- 

Before  these  eventa,  and  while  the  war  was 
in  progress,  the  French  Uinister  had  placed  be- 
fore Congress  the  right  of  his  royal  master  to 
reconqner  from  the  British  crown  the  "  West- 
ern conntry,"  for  himself  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  had  insisted  on  that  right,  because 
that  country  was  a  part  of  the  British  empire, 
and  a  fair  subject  of  conquest.  Congress  re- 
plied, in  a  most  able  paper,  eaii  to  jiave  been 
drawn  up  by  Ur.  Uadison,  that  France  had,  by 
the  treaty  of  1TS8,  relinquished  sll  right  in  that 
country  to  the  British  king,  as  the  sovereign  of 
the  British  empire  in  America,  and  to  the  use 
of  his  British  subjects  in  America,  and  not  to 
the  use  of  such  snbjects  in  Europe.  The 
United  States  had  by  toe  revolution  succeeded 
to  sll  those  rights,  and  that,  therefore,  any 
claim  of  France  or  Spain  to  that  country  would 
not  be  a  claim  against  Britain,  their  common 
enemy,  bnt  sgunst  the  United  States,  their 
friend  and  ally.  Notwithstanding  the  unan- 
swerable force  of  these  argmnenta,  France  and 
Spain  persisted  in  their  claims,  and  the  Spanish 
court  would  not  receive  the  American  Minister. 
In  this  condition  of  onr  affairs,  ao  anxious  were 
some  of  the  Stetes  to  obtein  the  aids  expected 
from  that  monarch,  and  to  secure,  if  pcmsible, 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  as  then 
settled  and  limited,  that  Virginia,  to  indnoe 
Spun  to  come  into  our  alliance,  did,  in  the  year 
1780,  instruct  her  delegates  in  Congress  to  pro- 
cure an  amendment  of  the  instruction  to  Mr. 
Joy,  directing  him  to  relinquish  the  Mestem 
boundary,  ana  the  right  to  navigate  the  Misus- 
sippi.  France  was  unwearied  in  her  efforts  to 
procure  a  relinquishment,  by  the  United  States, 
to  all  claims  to  the  Western  country ;  and  at 
last  prevailed  on  Congress,  in  their  final  in- 
structions to  their  Ministers  in  Europe,  to  add, 
in  reference  to  the  French  Ministers,  the  fol' 
lowing  words :  "  And  ultimately  to  govern 
yourselves  by  their  advice  and  opinion."  This 
clause  was  adopted  by  all  the  States,  exoept 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and 
MassBchnaetts.    Theoe  States  would  vote  fiw 
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nothing  irbich  might  impair  our  cltunis  to  the 
TFestem  conittij,  and  the  luvigatioii  of  the 
IGsainippi. 

From  these  iostnictionB,  fortuutely  for  this 
oooDtr;,  our  UiulBten  d&red  to  depvl  Had 
they  ooDClnded  nothing  withoat  the  Knowledge 
of  the  king  and  Uinisters  of  FraDc«,  and  "  nlti- 
nuitelj  bera  gOTorned  bj  their  advice  and  opin- 
ion," the  westem  bonndarj  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been  fixed  on  the  hishest 
ridge  of  the  Alleghanj  mountains ;  and  the 
whole  "  Western  country  "  again  placed  onder 
t^e  inriadiction  and  control  of  uie  Bonrbon 
&mii;.  The  Engliah  Govemnient,  aware  of 
this,  and  preferring  na  aa  neighbors  to  their 
northern  coloniea,  let  the  fact  be  known  to  the 
American  Ministers ;  and  Adams,  Jar,  and 
Franklin,  without  being  governed  by  ma  ad- 
vice and  opinion  of  the  royalty  of  France,  first 
had  and  obtained,  did  immediately,  with  the 
English  commissioners,  makeaadeiecatea  pro- 
visional treaty,  not  only  aoknowled^ng  onr  in- 
dependency bat  establishing  the  great  river  as 
a  western  boondary.  This  event,  when  com- 
mnnicated  by  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Cocmt  de 
Veigennes,  prodnced  his  angry  letter,  disoloa- 
ing,  at  once,  the  policy  and  intontions  of 
France  on  the  great  boundary  question ;  and 
the  reply  of  Franklin  evinced  how  for  the 
American  philosopher  excelled  the  French 
courtier,  not  only  in  sound  policy,  bnt  like- 
wise in  "  a  point  of  btenseanoe." 

The  Hooae  has  been  detained  by  tliia  histori- 
cal sketch,  that  a  full  demonstration  might  be 
placed  before  na,  of  the  exact  political  condi- 
tion of  the  "  Western  oonntry,"  in  relation,  not 
only  to  the  colonies,  bnt  also  to  the  European 

Kwera,  from  the  time  when  it  was  claimed  by 
mce,  to  the  date  of  onr  definitiTe  treaty 
with  England,  by  which  all  ol^jn  to  it  was,  as 
I  trust,  forever  relinquished  by  those  powers 
to  the  United  Stales.  By  this  it  appeaiB  that 
the  whole  claim  was  a  claim  to  the  right  of 
pre-emption  and  settlement,  whetJier  vested  in 
France,  England,  the  colonies,  or  onr  whole 
nation ;  and  it  moreover  appears  tbat  this 
claim,  onoe  vested  in  Enj^d,  by  the  common 
consent,  and  to  the  use  of  all  the  colonies, 
afterwards  devolved  on  them  collectively  by 
the  revolation,  and  as  a  necessary  apportenauoe 
of  independence,  won  by  the  common  blood 
and  treasure  of  them  alL  Within  the  limits 
defined  by  onr  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  all 
things  whatever,  which  had  theretofore  been 
vested  in  the  British  orown,  were,  by  our  inde- 
pendence, ipK  faeto  vested  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  sole  use  of  the  American  people ; 
and  that  treaty  did  neither  more  nor  lees  than 
acknowledge  Uiat  foot,  and  establish  a  solemn 
covenant  between  the  parties,  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  The  patnota  of  those  times 
in  each  Stato  not  only  acknowledged  this  great 
principle,  bnt  contended  for  it  The  cessions 
<^  the  several  States  never  conveyed,  and  were 
never  intended  to  convey,  any  right  to  Uie 
United  States,  not   already  vested  in  tliem. 


Theea  oeationa  wer»  nevferthdeaa  madt  ipa 
mat  and  patrlotio  eimsideratiCMis,  wmtbj  <i 
ue  timea,  ud  the  men  who  made  than.  Ihey 
were  each  of  them  parta  of  a  great  tjitmi 
accord  and  aadaftction,  made  and  eiecated  » 
strengtlten  the  Union,  by  extingnishinglimnr 
all  Stato  olaima  to  the  li^t  of  pre-emptitsi  od 
settlement  in  the  "  Western  oonntry,"  tad  thia 
leave  th*  Uidtad  Statea  in  the  unqnestioiaUi 
exercise  of  all  the  rights,  in  that  mfect,  te- 
quired  by  our  revcdution  and  independoM. 
The  reservations  made  by  any  of  the  States  k 
not  controvert,  but  ccmfirm,  these  prin^lea 
Provision  for  these  bad  been  made  by  Ooa- 
cresa,  in  their  resolution  of  Octobv,  ITU 
Under  the  principle  of  that  reeolattoo,  ths  «d- 
ing  States  might  and  did  reserve  so  much  into- 
est  in  the  tenitAry  so  reUnqnished,  as  wmU 
cover  any  expenditure  by  them  made  opiaiL 

By  the  prtndples  of  the  revcJutioD,  wUJ 
with  the  great  right  of  pre-emption  and  tttflt- 
ment,  and  by  the  cessions  of  the  several  Stil^ 
disencumbered  of  any  oonfiicting  claim,  tta 
United  States  have  gone  into  the  txtrdatil 
that  right,  for  the  common  benefit  ti  sU  tla 
Union.  They  have  by  treaties,  at  vsrica 
times,  made  with  the  Indians,  tiie  omxn  d 
the  soil,  purchased  it  of  them  for  a  vslinUt 
consideration,  uther  in  hand  paid,  ot  by  tiniiii- 
ties  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  them  in  cumni 
years.  By  this  prooess,  the  United  States  bin 
changed  what  waa,  in  1788,  in  them  a  not 
right  of  pre-emption,  into  a  clear  and  anoii* 
tionable  title  of  soil  and  freehcdd  thtoi^iost 
almost  tlie  whole  of  that  extensive  rtgita, 
divided  into  seven  States  and  two  t«iit(Bt» 
Large  tracts  of  these  lands,  so  acqnirtd.  Inn 
been  sold  and  conveyed  to  tie  people  rf  Un* 
States  and  territories ;  and  many  granto  iBt^ 
to  them  for  public  purposes,  to  enoonrMS  M^ 
tlement,  ana  thereby  enhance  Hie  '*'i'*j' 
lands  remaining  unsold,  as  ■  oommon  had,  v 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  wbde  nitica. 
These  lands,  so  remaining,  are  one  parted tk 
BuUeot  now  nnder  oonmderatiou. 

Another  part  of  the  national  domain  vu  » 
tidned  by  purchase  ftom  Spain  under  wlirt  a 
commonly  called  the  Florida  trea^.  ^' 
pleasant  to  look  back,  and  call  up  the  oosnt* 
events  which  put  the  nation  in  poascsAa  (■ 
the  "  Western  country."  This  wai  tli»  ^ 
cbaae  of  onr  firat,  and,  I  trust  in  God,  it  naj 
be  the  pledge  of  our  perpetual  nnioa.  £^ 
man  in  the  nation  paid  his  ahare  of  tlie  pw 
We  were  united  and  eqnal  in  the  twl  ai>dl* 
snocess.  In  the  name  of  Justice,  I  viu  " 
could  so  regard  our  acquisition  of  terriwr 
from  Spun.  That  nation,  stately  and  diliWr 
in  every  thing ;  slow  even  in  her  revaig* ;  ™ 
magnificent  in  purpose,  and  Jnst^  when,  1>*™( 
gone  through  all  the  forms,  she  arrive*  »t  «* 
time  of  doing  Justioe ;  that  nation,  ^'*J'~i 
ample  Justioe  to  this ;  when,  after  yew*  »J 
years  of  delay,  she  remunerated  onr  wj^S 
for  depredations  oommitted  by  herself  Md»  , 
colonies,  on  property  owned,  and  l«ig  dsiwf 
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bj  oitizena  of  tbe  United  States.  Jnatice,  am- 
ple, magnifioent  justice,  was  done  hj  Spain  in 
that  treaty ;  but  nnfortonatelj  it  was  doae^  not 
to  those  citizens  claiming,  and  of  mht  entitled 
to  receiTe  it.  No,  sir ;  it  was  done  to  tlie 
CTnited  States,  the  agents  and  trustees  of  those 
citizens.  The  lands  ceddd  to  the  United  States 
by  that  treaty  are  immenae,  and  of  unknown 
valae.  The  mere  t^rritoriii]  Jnrisdiction,  ac- 
quired by  that  cession  on  the  east  ude  of  the 
MiaaisBippi,  nonld  have  heen  a  cheap  pnrohBBe 
for  the  United  States,  at  five  millions  of  dol- 
lara,      Wonld  jou  sali  It,   sit,  for  twice   that 

The,  United  States,  br  that  treaty,  sold  and 
relinquished  te  Spun  all  the  daims  of  Ameri- 
OSD  citizeDg  for  all  depredations  committed 
by  Spanish  suttjeots  on  their  property.  Had 
our  country  covenanted,  in  Uie  same  instm- 
naent,  to  remunerate  those  citizens  for  each 
depredations,  justice  misht  have  been  done. 
This  was  tbe  intention  of  Spain,  and  this  most 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  United  States. 
The  snpposition  that  those  depredations  oonld 
not  exceed  fire  millions,  and  the  limiting  remu- 
neration to  that  amount,  and  the  time  of  seek- 
ing it  to  so  short  a  period,  have  hrought  on 
those  oitisens  extensive  and  flagrant  injastlce. 
Permit  me,  sir,  te  demonstrate  this  assertion. 
Nearly  all  these  depredations  had  been  done 
before  1807.  In  Jnne,  1824,  when  the  time  of 
receiving  cl^ms  had  expired,  and  the  five  mil- 
lions were  distributed,  the  interest,  on  that 
(unonnt  of  claims  allowed,  exceeded  Uie  princi- 
pal. It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  though  five 
millions  were  paid,  mnch  more  than  five  mil- 
lions were  left  tmp^d.  I  pass  over  aQ  those 
olaims,  excluded  for  want  of  time,  within  the 
limits  of  the  treaty.  Their  amount  is  several 
millions.  Not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  were  by  this  lost  to  me  and  those  with 
whom  I  was  concerned.  One  claim,  half  a 
million,  eminently  just,  and  distressii^  in  its 
oircamstancea,  has  been  before  this  Hoose.  It 
was  the  &uit  and  the  reward  of  a  life  of  toil, 
peril,  and  disaster  in  Spain ;  hut  by  these  llm- 
itationa,  and  by  the  manner  prescribed  for  oon- 
ducting  Buch  claims,  it  was  lost,  and  a  very 
meritorioDS  family  are  left  dependent  and  dea- 


lt is  therefore  seen  that  the  common  funds  of 
the  nation  did  not  purchase  one-half  of  Flori- 
da, and  the  other  extensive  regions  ohtuned  by 
this  treaty  &om  Spun.  If  justice  be  denied  to 
the  merchants  of  the  AtWtio  cities,  from 
Maiue  to  Georgia,  whose  funds  purchased  two- 
tUrds  of  these  territ^iries,  I  pray  you,  sir,  do 
not  refuse  to  their  States  which  have  lost,  with 
them,  the  benefit  of  this  large  capital ;  do  not, 
I  say,  rofnae  to  them  a  jnst  and  reasonable 
ahare  in  the  common  benefits  resnlting  to  the 
United  States  from  this  purchase. 

The  other  division  of  tbe  public  lands  was 
acquired  by  negotiations  with  France.  They 
comprehend  the  whole  region  conveyed  in  the 
onsion  of  Louisiana.     In  trealjea  oonneoted 
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with  this  cession,  the  Unit«d  States  contracted 
to  pay  to  France,  and  for  her  use,  eighty  mil- 
lions of  francs ;  and  virtually  to  relinqaish  all 
olaims  of  American  citizens  on  that  Govern- 
ment for  all  demands  prior  to  April  80th,  1800. 
One-fourth  of  thb  amount  was  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  such  of  those  citizens  as  had  claims  of 
a  certain  description,  and  who  shoold  prove 
their  right  of  recovery  in  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  treaty.  Bj  this  arrangement,  tbe 
United  States  received  from  France  an  im- 
mense country,  in  Jurisdiction  and  in  fee  sim- 
ple, t<%otber  with  the  exclusive  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  all  its  western  tributary 
streams.  For  this  the  United  Stetes  pud  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  in  money,  and  relin- 
quished to  France,  I  will  not  say  as  mnch,  but 
certainly  one-half  as  much  more,  in  cldms  doe 
before  April,  1801,  from  France  to  American 
citizens.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  Louisiana 
treaty  of  cession^  the  United  Stet«s  contract  to 
admit  tbe  vessels  of  France  into  the  ports  of 
that  State,  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored 
natJon.  Under  Uils  stipulation,  France  dunu 
to  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  as  British 
vessels,  but  withont  paying  for  it  the  equiva- 
lent paid  by  the  Briti^  Oovemment,  the  ad- 
mission of  American  vessels  into  French  porta 
on  the  like  conditions.  Under  this  clum,  and 
because  the  United  States  will  not  so  admit 
French  vessels,  the  French  Government,  by 
way  of  o^et,  have  hitherto  revised  indemnity 
to  American  citizens  for  all  the  spoliations 
committed  fay  their  armed  vessels  on  the  prop- 
erty of  our  merchants  since  April,  1800.  It 
has  thus  come  to  pass,  that  Louiuana,  though 
on  the  face  of  the  contract  casting  the  nation 
but  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  has  actually  been 
porchosad  by  a  further  sum  of  twenty  millions, 
paid  by  Amerioan  merchants.  With  what  jus- 
tice, then,  can  gentlemen  contend  that  tbe  At- 
lantic States  ore  not  entitied  to  coll,  {Cud  call 
loudly,  for  something  like  an  equal  apportion- 
ment of  the  trenefits  resulting^  from  those  lands, 
when  tbe  property  of  their  merchants  haa 
been  so  largely  sacrificed  for  the  purchase  of 
tbemf 

The  resolution  of  the  gentiemsn  fi^>m  Ver- 
mont (ICr.  Hdbt)  covers  uie  public  lands  com- 
prehended in  these  three  great  divisions,  and 
proposes,  without  looking  oadk  to  tbe  cost  of 
acquisition,  or  any  expenditure  for  improving 
their  value,  to  introduce  and  establish  a  system, 
which  will  g^ve,  to  each  State  and  territory,  a 
shore  of  tbe  proceeds  of  annual  sales,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  oongreemona!  representation.  It 
IS  Intended,  by  the  amendment^  to  Inquire  con- 
cerning, and  to  take  account  o^  all  such  £spo- 
sitions  of  any  of  these  lands,  and  all  such  ex- 
penditure of  money,  as  may  have  been-  made 
to  any  of  those  several  States  and  territories 
throughout  tbe  whole  region. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  hav&  sir, 
from  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  till  this 
hour,  looked  on  the  public  lands  as  their  own, 
and  equally  the  soil  and  freehold  and  Inheri- 
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tanoe  of  eaoh  and  everj  one  of  them.  This 
claiiD  has  been  kept  alive  and  in?igorBtod  bj 
KminiBceDce  of  its  cominon  orii^  and  endear- 
ed hj  the  Tariooa  and  mnltipliea  appropriatioiis 
trom  year  to  jear  bj  ue  made,  as  well  lor  them, 
to  their  use,  as  for  the  tiuiveroal  benefit  of  this 

nt  national  inheritance.  When,  therefore, 
r  title  is  diatnrbed,  tJieir  ownership  qaes- 
tioued,  and  tliat,  too,  bj  brothera  of  the  same 
familj,  how  will  yon  qniet  the  controvenj  I 
ViU  tiie  people  of  the  old  States  quit  clum  to 
the  people  of  the  new ;  and  that  in  right  of  the 
graves  of  their  fathers,  who  won  this  region  aa 
a  heritage  for  all  their  deeoendants?  "Wbj 
should  t£ej,  recreant  to  their  iUnstriooB  ancea- 
trj,  diunherit  themaelrea  and  their  children  t 
Be  asanred,  sir,  the^  will  not,  while  man  is 
man,  and  earth  is  his  abiding  plaoe.  Let,  then, 
eyerj  effort  be  made  to  pat  this  qnettdon  at 
rest,  in  peace  and  b^  fair  and  honest  legisla- 
tion. It  may  otherwise  remain  for  a^nstment, 
hj  a  prooesa,  and  in  a  tribunal  over  whose 
record  the  hist<nian  shall  shaddei  aa  he  looks 
at  the  legend. 
Bhoola  it  come,  and  without  something  like 


the  proposed  measure,  it  maj  come  to  the 

"  trial  b;  battle ;"  should  it  oome  to  that  trial, 
who  will  live  to  aay  the  world  ever  witneaeed 


such  a  strife  of  arms)  The  visions  of  fiction 
have  Bometimes  arrared  against  each  other  the 
most  endeared  relations.  Here  those  visions 
shall  be  embodied  and  embattled.  Not  only 
these  loDK  TJnitM  States  shall  sunder,  and  State 
against  State  fiy  to  arms,  but  brother  and 
brother,  father  and  son,  meet  in  exterminating 
hostility.  Eye  to  eye,  or  hand  to  hand,  with 
no  exchange  of  greeting  bnt  the  rifle— ^o  saln- 
tation  but  the  sword.  In  snch  a  war,  shall  not 
the  lost  red  man,  who  fell  by  ballet  or  bayonet, 
lift  his  head  from  the  gory  sod,  and  gaze  ana 
die  with  grim  delight,  while  looking  on  those 
whom  he  regards  as  the  spoilers  ot  his  race, 
mingling  their  blood  in  impious  bntchery,  on 
the  very  grounds  of  his  &thers,  and  in  a  most 
nnholy  strug^e  for  bis  and  their  plunder  t 
In  the  noise  of  war  and  slaughter,  imagination 
ebaU  hear  the  long  baried  warriors,  the  Meta- 
cuns,  the  Uiaotinomos  of  other  fields  again 
mingling  their  war  whoop  with  the  ory  of  the 
white  man's  battle,  ilea  shall  see,  or  seem  to 
see,  grim  spirits,  the  chiefe  and  womorg  of 
other  days,  approaching  from  their  blessed 
hnnting  gronn^  in  the  tar  off  West,  or,  if 
driven  thence,  from  "some  happier  island  in 
the  watery  waste,"  horsed  on  their  own  clouds 
in  red  brigades,  "  visiting  again  the  glimpses  of 
onr  moon,  and  making  the  night  of  war  and 
coofiagration  more  horribly  hideous." 

Once  more,  rir,  and  I  have  done.  If  this 
amendment  do  not  prevail,  and  this  resolution 
la  adopted,  the  provisions  of  it,  when  finally 
aiMusted  and  carried  iato  foil  operation,  will 
m^htily  strengthen  the  Union.  For  this  pnr- 
pose  the  cessions  of  it  were  originally  made. 
It  has  been  said,  a  national  debt,  divided  and 
(Ustribnted  to  all  its  owners  over  the  oonntry, 


infinite  number  of  oordSj  lines,  and  filsmoili, 
which  will,  by  the  provisions  of  this  sjBtmi),b« 
wound  aroond  and  nnite  ns  together!  lb- 
tribute  to  the  several  Statea  the  aimnsl  pro- 
ceeds of  the  pnblic  lands,  and,  i»  its  m 
thither,  it  will  make  the  sbwht  way  brosd, 
the  rongh  road  smooth.  Travel  and  tniu{Kr- 
tation  by  oar  present  vehidea  will  be  cb«» 
and  expeditious.  When  we  have  mtiedtiMd 
into  onr  country  the  inventions  already  in  a^ 
eration  in  others,  movement  from  place  to  plica 
may  be  so  rapid,  and  exchange  of  sodil  tnd 
hospitable  interconrHe  between  different  ptiV 
of  the  whole  country  will  become  so  easy  trA 
frequent,  that  men  will  almost  foi^  tbst  tbor 
homes  ore  in  different  States,  and  become  real!; 
and  in  fact  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  cmi 
great  republic.  By  roads,  by  rulwsj&trb; 
canals,  by  land,  or  by  water,  the  prodnM  d 
any  part  may,  cheaply  and  with  expedition,  li> 
placed  in  the  market  of  any  other. 

Distribute  to  every  State  a  fund  for  edm- 
tion,  and  it  will  be  divided  and  sobdirided  into 
streams,  until  it  shall  reach  every  town,  ertiy 
village,  even  plantation,  farm,  and  tunih, 
throughout  the  United  States.  Let  tha  prnpt 
once  taste  of  these  refreshing  streams,  ind  Hm 
will  look  np  to  the  United  States,  the  bentfr 
oent  source,  and  regard  them  with  deUgfat  ui 
veneration.  They  would  turn  their  thoogitli 
to  them,  as  the  inhabitants  of  ancient  E^ 
did  theirs  towards  the  foontains  of  the  llOe; 
and.  thongh  not  with  adoration,  yet  anrely  M 
to  l^e  dispensers  of  the  ble^ings  of  Heaven 

When  this  system  shaU  have  gone  into  M 
operation  over  all  the  land,  and  bnt  one  ge- 
eration  has  been  cultivated  and  grown  ^  lo- 
der  its  fertilizing  nature,  no  demagogae  win  eM 
rise  up  in  our  country  hardy  and  despenia 
enough  to  divert  or  obstmct  Uie  cnrrent  of  if' 
progress.  Should  a  man,  in  aAertims,  on  this 
floor,  move  to  appropriate  a  single  dollar  of  A^ 
ftmd  to  any  other  purpose,  he  wonld  be  Hstd 
throngh  the  country  by  one  nnited  cty  of  A- 
horrence  from  every  man,  woman,  and  chiM  'o 
the  nation. 

If;  therefore,  the  United  States  would  man 
the  inhabitants  of  every  distinct  district  of  cnr 
territory  one  people,  a  nation,  nnitedj  gi^ 
wealthy,  and  prosperous,  let  them  provide,  mi 
put  into  snccess^l  operation  in  eveiy  Sttf^ 
appropriate  funds  for  internal  improvrawi'" 
If  our  country  would  render  her  umon  ""^^ 
istence  penwtnal ;  If  she  would  place  de^  i^ 
broad  the  foundations  of  her  prosperity  J  ifD* 
would  distingnish  herself  eminently  abort  lU 
other  nations  of  this  or  any  other  time;  Iti^ 
let  her  draw  high  example  from  Divine  I* 
nignity,  call  little  children  around  her,  ttit 
them  in  her  arms,  and  bless  them  with  the  1*" 
sons  of  pure,  early,  and  efficient  instrnction. 
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Teussd^t,  Jannaiy  14. 
DittrHutwn  of  Publie  Landt. 

^e  Honse  resamed  the  conrideration  of  the 
nwlntion  moved  by  Mr.  Hunt  on  the  iTth 
Deoember  ultimo,  propoaing  a  distribatioD  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  kndt  among 
the  several  States. 

The  question  reonrred  on  the  motion  made 
b;  Ur.  VtPTTn-,  on  the  same  A»j,  to  amend  the 
Hiid  Teaolction. 

itz.  PnriB,  of  Hissonrl,  said :  Were  he  to 
eonanlt  his  ovn  feelings,  or  hla  own  individoal 
int«re8ts  on  this  floor,  he  ahotdd  not  tronble 
the  House  with  one  word  more  on  this  snbjeot. 
But  {Bwd  Mr.  P.,)  when  I  see  a  meaanre  pressed 
with  all  the  powers  of  argameot  and  of  elo- 
qnenc«,  the  conseqaences  of  which  will,  in  mj 
opinion,  be  highly  injurious  to  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent — a  measure  which 
addressee  itself  to  the  cupidity  of  the  people  of 
the  old  States — to  the  worst  as  well  as  the  heat 
passions  of  the  human  heart — a  Bcheme,  whose 
tendency  is  to  mislead  and  corrupt  the  public 
mind,  to  cripple  the  West,  and  to  fii  a  system 
of  intolerable  oppression  upon  the  new  States 
— I  should  be  recreant  to  the  intereata  of  those 
whom  I  serve,  feithless  to  the  new  States  and 
to  my  own  prindples,  if  I  did  not  raise  my 
voice  agsJDSt  it.  These  considerations  con- 
strain me  to  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  and  to  solicit  their  patient  atten- 
tion to  the  views  which  I  shall  present  in  rela- 
tion to  this  interesting  snbjeoL  Sir,  when  this 
resoludon  was  first  oSbred,  I  was  not  disposed 
to  engage  in  a  discussion  of  its  merits.  Ooosid- 
otiug  it  as  looking  to  an  inquiry  alone,  I  pre- 
ferred to  forbear  makiug  any  opposition  nntil 
something  more  specific  and  of  a  more  serious 
character  should  t>e  presented  to  the  House. 
Tbe  friends,  of  this  scheme  have,  however, 
thought  proper  to  enter  into  a  general  argu- 
ment upon  lis  merits^  and  have  left  us  no  alter- 
native out  that  of  abandoning  the  contest,  or 
of  at  once  meeting  them  in  debate.  They  have 
done  more,  sir.  With  the  intention,  aa  it  would 
seem,  of  forestalling  public  opinion,  of  gaining 
the  "  vantage  ground,"  and  of  inducing  a  belief 
tiiat  their  arguments  were  unanswerable,  they 
bave  intimated  that  tlioee  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution were  directing  their  attention  to  the 
amendment  ofibred  oy  the  gentleman  from 
Booth  Carolina,  (Mr.  MIktdi,)  but  decline  argn- 


[  know  the  argumentative  powers  and  the  elo- 
quence of  the  various  interests  which  this  reso- 
lution draws  to  its  support.  But  I  meet  it  in 
the  full  confidence  of  the  correctness  of  the 
principles  upon  which  I  rely ;  and  indnlging  a 
nope  that,  it  I  fail  to  convince  this  House,  an 
intelligent,  Just,  and  patriotic  people  will  ren- 
der a  proper  decision  of  tlie  qnestion,  I  talce 
leave,  in  the  outset,  to  repel  the  imputation  at- 
tempted to  be  cast  upon  those  who  oppose  the 
reaolntion,  that  they  ore  influenced  by  selfish 


[H.DFtt. 

considerations.  The  people  whom  I  represent 
desire  no  unfair  advantages.  They  ask  for 
DolliinK  but  their  just  and  equal  rights,  and 
these  they  are  determined  to  maintain.  I  tmst 
that  my  conduct  on  this  floor  will  not  only 
prove  that  I  request  no  more,  but  that  in  the 
discusnon  of  every  qnestion  here,  I  shall  meet 
gentiomeu  in  that  spirit  of  candor  and  of  fair- 
ness which  should  characterize  the  representa- 
tion of  an  honest  and  patriotic  people.  Sir,  I 
will  most  dncercJy  pray,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bnsosa,)  that  we  may 
catch  the  spirit  of  mognanimity,  of  concession, 
of  forbearance,  and  of  disinterestedness,  which 
animated  and  mfinanced  the  fathers  of  the  Rev- 
dlctiou.  I  will  go  with  him  to  the  alter  of  pa- 
triotism erectea  by  them,  and  there  freely 
sacrifice  every  feeling,  either  selfish  or  section^ 
— 1  will  pray  that  the  common  interests  of  our 
common  conntry,  of  our  whole  country,  may 
alone  influence  us  in  all  our  deliberations.  Sir, 
I  had  hoped  that  that  gentleman  had  long  since 
made  this  sacrifice— I  had  hoped  to  consider 
the  gentieman  ns  one  of  the  connecting  links  in 
that  bright  chain  which  connected  us  with  our 
liberal  and  patriotic  ancestors. 

Sir,  from  what  has  fallen  from  genUemen  in 
this  debate,  from  what  I  have  ascertained  of 
tbe  views  of  memtwra  on  the  subject  under 
consideration,  I  have  been  astonished,  and  a 
littie  amused,  too,  to  find  gentlemen  of  all  sorts 
of  political  opinions  supporting  this  resolution. 
Yes,  sir :  1  find  those  who  maintain  the  power 
in  the  General  Government  of  making  roads 
and  canals,  and  of  providing  for  a  general  sy». 
tern  of  education,  supporting  it.  I  find  some  of 
those  who  deny  this  power  snpporting  it ;  and 
I  see  that  description  of  politicians  who  are  in 
favor  of  a  oompoond  basis  of  construction.  I 
mean  those  who  are  for  splitting  the  difference 
between  tbe  demands  for  power  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  denials  on  the  other,  also  rallying 
in  its  support.    I  find  another  description  of 

Soliticians  supportiug  tt;  those  who  express 
oubts  as  to  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  make  donations  of  the  public  lands  for 
any  purpose,  but  who  think  it  perfectly  clear 
that  we  nave  the  power  to  distribute  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement 
and  of  education.  Not  the  least  amnsing  of  all 
are  the  opinions  of  those  who  think  that  we 
have  no  power  to  distribute  the  anrplus  rev- 
enue (if  tnere  should  ever  be  any)  among  the 
several  States,  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  but 
who  also  think  we  have  the  power  to  distribute 
for  the  some  purposes  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sales  of  Uie  public  lands.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buobuaji,)  takes  a 
distinction.  He  tells  us  there  is  a  manifest  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases ;  but  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  point  it  out  Sir,  what  that  dis- 
tinction is,  I  cannot  conjecture ;  but  if  there  be 
a  distinction  at  all,  it  is  against  the  gentleman, 
as  I  shall  presently  show.  When  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  is  paid 
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into  the  Treuniy,  how  will  the  gentleman  dis- 
tingniah  it  from  the  other  funda  of  the  Govern- 
ment t  Has  it  eoT'inu'k  t  Can  he  show  that 
the  oonatitntioD  gif^  ns  greater  power  over 
one  descripljoa  of  funds  than  it  has  over  an- 
other) Sir,  the  framers  of  the  oonstitntdon 
fotind  it  neoeBsarj  not  to  restrict  the  power  of 
Congress  in  getting  monej'  into  the  Treasnry, 
bat  they  h&ve  limited  the  power  as  to  their 
getting  money  ont  of  the  Treasorj.      Thej 

Srmted  the  power  of  appropriating  monef  for 
e  pnrpose  of  canying  into  effect  the  powers 
of  the  Qovemment.  And  I  think  It  Uit  to  pre- 
sume that  this  limitation  was  intuided  as  a 
check  upon  Oongrtee,  to  prevent  them  from 
oppresung  the  people  hj  nnneoeasary  taxation. 
It  was  donbUess  considered,  that,  if  the  power 
of  appropriating  money  ahonld  be  limited,  there 
was  no  neoeauty  of  restricting  Congress  as  to 
the  qnantom  of  revenne  to  be  rused.  Sir,  the 
doctrine  is  held,  tiist  Congress  can  appropriate 
money  for  any  purpose,  even  for  pnrpoaes  over 
which  it  is  acknowledged  they  have  no  control. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems  to  ap- 
ply wis  doctrine  to  llie  case  nnder  considera- 
tion, bat  denies  its  force  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
tribntion  of  the  sorplos  revenne.  Now,  admit- 
ting for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  Congress 
has  the  power  to  distribute  the  snrplna  revenue 
ariung  from  imports  or  direct  taxation  if  yon 
please,  among  the  several  States  for  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement  and  ednoation, 
h  by  no  means  follows  that  they  have  the 
power  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic 
lands  for  these  porpoees.  In  the  acts  of  cession 
made  to  the  United  Statee  by  Yirpnia  and 
North  Carolina,  are  the,  provisions  expressed, 
"that  all  the  lands  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  snoh  of  the  United  States 
as  have  beoome,  or  shall  heoome,  members  of 
the  confederacy,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
inclusive,  according  to  tiieir  nsnal  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture, and  shall  be  faithfnlly  and  txma  Ad#  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  ouer  pur- 
pose whatever."  The  some  is  strongly  implied 
lu  the  cessions  made  by  other  States.  '  At  the 
time  of  making  these  cesaions,  each  State  had 
to  contribute  its  share  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure  of  the  confederacy.  These 
lands  were  then  ceded  for  the  common  benefit, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  rusing  taada  for  the 
support  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  diminish 
the  sum  required  by  each  to  supply  the  com- 
mon treasury.  The  proceeds  of  these  lands  are 
consequently  directly  pledged  as  a  fand  ont  of 
irhioh  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  then  exist- 
ing Government ;  and  I  ask  i^  under  the  old 
confederation,  it  would  have  been  oompetent 
for  Congress  to  have  dis(nbnt«d  these  funds  for 
the  purposes  named  in  the  resolution  now  nn- 
der conrideration  t  If  not,  con  it  be  pretended 
that  Congress  onder  the  present  constitntion 
has  greater  powers  in  relation  to  these  landn 
than  it  had  daring  the  oonfederotion  t     Can 


they  change  the  objects  of  the  grant t  Htb^ 
cannot,  what  becomes  of  the  distinctiai  iptto 
of  by  the  genticnun  from  PenniylTaniat 

I  have  allnded  to  the  oonflicting  opioicoKf 
the  snoporters  of  this  reoolntitai,  not  irith  i 
view  of  pressing  an  argument  on  constitatioDil 
grounds,  bat  with  the  intention  of  thrtiwisf 
gentlemen  hack  on  their  origins!  prisinpkt, 
with  a  view  of  showing  a  reasonable  gnxoA 
for  my  apprehensions  that  the  fiieuda  of  thii 
measure  are  more  influenced  by  feelings  <£  io- 
lereet  than  by  their  nnbiaaaed  judgment  Bm 
the  time  come,  sir,  when  we  are  to  blot  out 
and  begin  anew  ?  Are  the  principles  i£  tl 
parties  to  be  abandoned  in  this  scramble  br 
the  pnblic  treasure  t  Are  the  honest  opinion 
of  the  people  to  be  brought  np  by  the  mitm- 
ble  pittance  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  pablic 
lan^  t  Sir,  whenever  this  Govemiaent  ^ 
be  decrtroyed — whenever  this  blessed  TJiiai 
shall  be  divided,  (and  the ,  gentleman  (Km 
Rhode  Island  says  he  expects  it  will  be  sm 
time  next  summer,)  whenever  tyranny  or  b- 
arohy  shall  be  our  portion,  the  ^thfnl  bistonn 
will  trace  tiie  cause  of  sach  a  calsmitj  to 
schemes  like  this — to  schemes  which  tend  to 
corrupt  tiie  principles  and  feelings  of  tfa«  good 
people  of  this  Union  by  the  money  of  tbe  Go- 
eral  Qovernment.  I  can  conceive  of  no  Mtt 
of  things  more  dangerous  than  that  which  nD 
And  the  people  of  these  States  lookii^  tot'' 
Treasnry  of  Uie  General  Government  sloiHi  v- 
peoting  (W>m  that  source  t«  be  fed,  clotlied,iiii 
edncated;  and  ready  to  surrender  all  ttair 
principles,  oonstitutionsl  and  moral,  for  tbe  u- 
oomplishment  of  their  objects.  Tbe  time  won 
already  come,  when  genuemen,  in  tbe  Imgntp 
of  the  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Kr.  F«- 
TEB,)  are  determined  to  get  their  shais  of  etaj 
dollar  in  the  public  Treasury. 

The  opponents  of  this  resolution  have  asku 
why  this  measore  is  pressed  npon'ns,  irhile  ^ 
whole  subject  of  distributing  the  aoipliu  w- 
enne  among  the  States  has  been  snbtmtted  fa 
inqniry  to  a  Standing  Committee  of  thisHmMi 
We  have  received  no  answer.  Sir,  I  f^** 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Isl«o 
Q£r.  BoBQKs)  will  rqoice  with  me,  llrt  ™ 
President  bas  directed  our  attention  to  tM 
principles  upon  which  this  OovenuiKOt  v 
fonnded.  I  am  glad  that  he  bas  remiiulM  <■> 
that  there  were  limitations  on  the  QovenioKO' 
— for  I  fear  that  some  of  ns  wonld  othefw* 
have  forgotten  iL  We  bear  urged  thit  tli» 
lands  were  pledged  for  the  payment  of  tbe  n- 
tional  debt,  and  have  asked  why  this sntgeA* 
pressed  before  that  debt  shall  have  b«eD  (^ 
—whether  gentlemen  intend  to  preveiit  tM 
payment  of  this  debt !  We  ore  tdd,  m  tm. 
that  they  do  not  eipect  to  make  the  ^i*"* 
tion  nntil  that  debt  shall  have  beea  pud;  b« 
they  desire  to  have  an  inquiry  mida  bj  • 
oommittee.  Sir,  I  think  I  understand  genW- 
men.  1  admire  their  skilful  tactics:  thej de- 
sire to  bring  the  subject  before  tbe  public;  » 
examine  the  direct  interests  of  tbe  peofde;  « 
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speak  of  grand  pl&ns  of  iutem&I  improvement 
tJkd  of  adncation ;  to  sotmd  the  tocsm  that  Uie 
new  States  are  abont  to  take  all  the  pnblio 
lands,  when  thef  were  pnrohased  by  the  "  com- 
mon blood  and  treasnre  of  the  coontr; ;"  and 
in  this  way  to  ezoite  a  prcgndioe  whioli  will  de- 
mand that  the  diBtribntion  shall  be  immediatel; 
made.  The  Bnpportera  of  the  resolution  will 
then  have  acoompliBhed  the  double  object  of 
preTenting  in  part  the  paj'inent  of  the  pnUio 
debt  of  fixing  upon  the  new  States  a  sjstem  of 
grinding  oppresnon  in  relation  to  these  landa, 
and  that  of  preventing  any  hberal  mode  b^ng 
adcjited  for  disposing  of  these  lands. 

The  people  of  the  new  States  have  a  just 
groond  of  complaint,  that  this  Government  is 
more  close  and  rigid,  in  regard  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  tbeee  lands,  than  any  other  Government 
on  earth.  Thej  jnstly  contend  that  the  Gov- 
emment  had  lost  sight  of  the  chief  object,  that 
of  settling  the  conntry,  and  looks  m^dnly  to  the 
money  that  is  to  be  made  ^m  ite  own  citizens. 
We  ask  yon  to  ^ve  ns  relief  frota  a  system 
which  annnally  draina  the  new  States  of  their 
dicnlatiog  medinm — a  system  which  will  for- 
ever keep  them  poor.  Althongh  the  gradoa- 
tion  has  been  by  the  gentleman  from  Bhode 
Islsnd  (Ur.  Buboks)  anathematized  in  its  very 
birth,  we  respeotfnlly  press  the  Jnstioe  of  that 
measure.  We  ask  that  the  mimmmn  price  of 
the  lands  may  be  snited  to  their  qiulity,  or 
that  a  redaction  may  be  made ;  but  we  pray 
yon  not  to  adopt  the  principle  of  this  resola- 
tion.  If  this  be  done,  it  will  be  considered  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  old  States  not 
only  to  relax  their  present  system,  but  to  adopt 
one  more  onerons.  They  will  foroe  their  rep- 
resentatives here  to  act  as  a  set  of  beartlees 
specnlators,  wringing  from  the  poor  caltiyator 
<a  the  soil  the  last  cent  of  his  earnioM.  It  is 
in  vain  that  gentlemen  eay  to  na,  adopt  this 
our  system  of  distribntlon,  and  we  will  give 
yon  a  liberal  system  of  disposing  of  these  lands. 
We  know  that  when  theur  system  shall  have 
been  fixed  ikkhi  ns,  we  cannot  escape.  Accord- 
ing to  the  lamooB  report  of  the  eommittee  at 
the  last  session,  "  a  more  rigid  economy  "  will 
be  then  adopted  in  r^ard  to  these  lands.  Yes, 
Bir,  I  am  one  of  those  that  fear  that  (be  mun 
objects  of  the  prime  movers  and  supporters  of 
fhis  resolntion  are  to  fix  npon  ns  this  rigid 
economy,  to  prevent  the  growth  and  settlement 
<d  the  new  States,  and  to  keep  their  population 

On  the  6th  September,  1T80,  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Oongress  reported,  and  the  report  was 
adopted,  "  That  it  appears  more  advisable  to 
press  npon  those  BtU«s  which  can  remove  the 
emharraBsments  respecting  the  Western  terri- 
tory, a  liberal  snrrender  of  a  portion  of  their 
territorial  cltums,  ^ce  Uiey  cannot  be  pre- 
served entire  withont  endangering  the  stability 
of  the  confederacy ;  to  remind  them  how  indis- 
pensably neeessary  it  is  to  establish  the  Federal 
Uaion  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on 
principles  acceptable  to  all  ite  respective  mem- 


t>erB ;  how  easentdol  to  pnblio  credit  and  cooA- 
denoa,  to  the  snpport  of  onr  army,  to  the  vigor 
of  onr  councils,  and  enocess  of  our  measnres ; 
to  onr  tranquillity  at  home,  onr  repntadon 
abroad ;  to  onr  very  eiistenoa  as  a  free,  sover- 
eign, and  indepeDdant  people ;  that  they  are 
fully  persnaded  the  wisdom  of  the  respective 
legSslatnrea  will  lead  them  to  a  fall  and  impar- 
tiid  consideration  of  a  sabjeot  so  interesting  to 
the  United  States,  and  nooessary  to  a  h^py 
establishment  of  the  Federal  Union." 

A  resolntdon  was  then  adopted,  nrging  the 
States  to  make  the  oeeeion.  Now.  sir,  can  any 
man  read  this  report  without  tae  reflection 
arising,  that  if  the  holding  of  extensive  terri- 
tories by  any  of  the  States  endangered  the  oon- 
federaey,  and  made  it  nnaoceptable  to  all  ite  re- 
spective members,  that  the  same  inequality 
now  existing  among  the  States  shoold  strongly 
plead  in  fkvor  of  any  measure  which  should 
give  all  the  States  the  right  of  soil  to  the  pnb- 
lio lands  within  their  re^ective  limits.  If  the 
inequality  then  endang^^d  onr  tranqnillity, 
"  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sovereign,  md 
independent  people,"  will  not  a  like  inequality 
now  be  attended  with  the  same  imminent  dan- 
ger i  And  does  not  this  report  afford  powerfnl 
ai^mnents  to  show  that  the  new  States  sboold, 
in  fact,  be  placed  npon  an  equal  fboting  with 
the  old  States  ?    But  this  la  not  alL  sir. 

On  the  loth  October,  1760,  and  before  any 
State  had  made  a  oesnon  of  its  territory,  the 
Oongress,  with  a  view  of  offering  inducements 
to  the  making  of  these  cessions,  adopted  the 
following  resolution : 

"Sttolved,  That  the  nuappropiiated  land*  that 
may  ba  ceded  or  relinquiBhed  lo  the  United  Blatcs 
by  any  particular  Btate,  pursuant  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Congreai  of  the  6tti  Beptemder  last,  dial! 
be  disposed  of  for  the  oommoa  benefit  of  the  United 
Btales,  and  be  settled  and  formed  Into  disdnct  re- 
publican Btates,  which  shall  tiecome  membeis  of  the 
Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sover- 
eignty, freedom,  and  Independenoe,  as  the  otlker 
Btates." 

Here  is  a  direct  pledge  that  the  lands  shall 
be  settled,  and  yet  the  main  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  be  to  sell  them  for  the  high- 
est price.  Here  is  a  solemn  assurance  that  the 
territory  shall  be  formed  into  distinct  repnbU- 
can  States,  having  the  same  rights  of  sover- 
eignty, freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
Stat«s ;  and  yet  tiie  other  States  have,  and  al- 
ways have  had,  the  right  of  soil  in  every  fixit 
of  public  land  within  their  limits,  and  the  new 
States  are  deprived  of  this  right.  Gall  you  this 
equality  in  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
enoe ?  Is  it  admitted  that  the  new  States  can 
extend  their  taxing  power  as  far  as  the  old 
States  can  utend  tneir  power  of  taxation  t  la 
not  the  power  of  taxing  all  the  property  witWa 
the  State,  one  of  the  essential  rights  of  sover- 
ei^ty  in  any  State !  The  new  States  are  de- 
pnved  of  this  power;  the  old  States  possess  It ; 
and  yet  it  is  pretended  that  the  new  States 
have  the  same  rights  of  sovereign^,  freedom, 
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and  independence,  m  the  old  States.    Sir,  tbe  : 

■i^nment  is  preposterooa ;  It  strikes  th«  mind 
of  erei7  man  as  fallac7,  a  mere  deloaioD,  to 
contend  that,  nnder  cironmstanoes  lik«  theoe, 
Uiere  is  an  eqnalitj  of  sorereigntj. 

I  vill  refer  to  another  act  of  the  old  Gon- 
sress,  to  aboir  their  opinion  npon  a  qneetion 
like  &\b.  Yea,  tar,  I  will  refer  to  the  princi- 
ples of  that  Gongres9,  altho^h  we  seem  to  be 
mnoh  wiser  than  the;.  wWd  to  God  we 
were  so,  in  tmth  and  in  fact ;  wonld  to  God 
we  were  half  so  disinterested,  half  so  patriotic, 
half  BO  pure.  Bir,  if  some  of  as  bad  caoght  the 
mantle  of  those  departed  worthies,  we  ahonld 
eeldoni  be  foand  engaged  in  sectional  conflicts. 
We  shonld  ahov  oorsetveB  worthj  descendants 
of  wortbj  ancestors.  In  1778,  the  6tat«s  of 
Bhode  Island  and  of  New  Jersej  objected  to 
that  article  of  the  confederation,  which  pro- 
Tided  "  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  its 
torritorj  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States." 
These  States  offered  amendments,  going  to  vest 
in  the  United  States  the  title  to  all  the  lands  in 
every  State  which  belonged  to  the  crown  at 
the  commencement  of  the  rerolntion.  They 
nrged  then,  as  the  snpportera  of  this  resolution 
nrge  now,  that  as  these  lands  were  acqnired 
by  the  nnited  efforts  of  all  the  States,  the]* 
ehonld  belong  equally  to  all  the  Stetes.  That 
as  they  were  acquired  by  the  "  blood  and  treas- 
nre  "  of  the  whole  coontry,  they  should  be  dia- 
p09»d  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole 
conntr;.  The  Oongress,  however,  negatived 
the  proposition.  Now  what  are  we  to  suppose 
were  the  prinolples  of  the  Congress  ?  Are  we 
not  irresistibly  led  to  the  conclnsion  that  Oon- 
grew  oonudered  it  wonld  be  improper,  nnwise, 
and  nneqnal,  that  the  Federal  Government 
shonid  hold  the  right  of  soil  to  the  pnblio  lands 
within  any  Stete ;  that  snch  a  ooorse  wonld  in- 
terfere with  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  This 
idea  is  irresistible,  when  we  take  into  consider- 
ation the  fact,  that  the  proposition  from  Bhode 
Island  and  New  Jersey  was  so  modified  as  not 
to  interfere  Vlth  the  jurisdiction  of  the  respec- 
tive States  over  poblio  lands  within  their  lim- 
its. This,  then,  is  a  foil  answer  to  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  insist  that,  as  we  have  the 
Jnrisdiction  over  these  lands,  we  have  all  the 
essential  rights  of  sovereignty.  The  old  Oon- 
gresa  did  not  think  so ;  and  every  man  must 
M  once  see  that  there  is  a  material  difForenoe. 

North  Carolina  ceded  a  great  extent  of  ter- 
ritorj\  making,  however,  many  provisoes  in  her 
own  favor ;  and  the  territory  so  ceded  has  been 
chiefly  appropriated  to  the  citizens  of  that  Stete 
who  seMled  in  Tennessee,  and  who  had  military 
land  claims  in  the  latter  Stete.  The  General 
Government  has  received  but  little,  if  any,  pe- 
cuniary interest  fVom  the  cesrion.  Will  the 
people  of  North  Carolina,  under  these  oircnm- 
stancca,  support  this  resolution  t  Can  they 
enpport  it  without  abandoning  their  constitn- 
tiona!  principle,  and  without  giving  np  their 
character  for  disinterestedness  and  liberality  f 
I  think  not,  sir.    The  State  of  Georgia  coded 


her  territory,  it  is  true ;  hot  it  was  for  a&ir 
consideration  paid.  The  lands  recently  seqtM 
by  the  United  Stetes  for  the  State  of  Georgii 
are  about  to  be  eqnaUy  divided  among  her  di- 
izens  without  chai^.  Will  she  snpport  ttw 
reaolntion  I  I  know  she  cannot.  The  Stile  of 
Virginia,  if  her  good  old  prindi)lee  pemutud 
her,  might,  without  KOToacb,  inmst  on  a  tbm 
of  the  pubUc  lands.  This  State,  as  bu  Iran 
justly  said,  always  foremost  in  acts  of  migi* 
nimity,  generosity,  and  patriotism,  will  not  fix 
any  consideration,  much  less  for  the  palby  out 
of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  abandon  her  prioa- 
plea,  and  unite  in  a  aystwn  which  is  to  rampt 
the  best  priudplee  and  eentiments  of  tba  peo- 
ple. 

Sir,  is  it  just  or  equitable  that  this  dimn 
should  be  made  according  to  representstiaii  in 
this  House  1  Is  it  fur  that  we  should  Iwila 
the  present  generation  alone,  and  not  to  po- 
tent; at  all  t  The  Stete  of  Missouri  is  norij 
eqnid  in  territorial  extent  to  the  whole  otSm 
En^i^d.  She  is  capable  of  susteining  ifo^ 
lation  eqnaUy  great.  Yon  sell  all  the  poUie 
lands  in  the  new  Stetes  in  a  few  years  I  Hisum 
gets  one-fortieth  part  as  much  as  New  Englud; 
education  and  internal  improvements  are  vtl 
provided  for  in  New  England,  but  better  »iiri 
in  Missouri ;  and  the  fiind  ia  gone.  Hot  ii 
Missouri  in  after  times  to  be  placed  on  an  «^ 
footing  with  the  New  England  States  I  "« 
inequality  is  much  more  (daring,  wben  n 
agam  look  to  the  State  of  Mew  Tort  Tto 
State  reserved  all  the  crown  lands  within  bff 
limits ;  she  retuned  that  great,  fertile,  inda- 
tonsivo  country  towards  her  western  ftaniB. 
She  has  sold  it  and  settled  it,  and  therebj  gai- 
ed  an  {mmeose  population.  This  popuIitiOi 
having  grown  up  on  a  part  of  the  public  ^ 
main,  and  which  they  used  for  their  own  b* 
efit,  now  comes  in  for  an  equal  share  of  tiie 
residue.  Sir,  this  State  should  be  amoi^  >» 
last  in  this  Union  to  proas  this  measure.  H" 
unjust,  unequal,  and  inequitable.  The  «»n* 
remarks  will  well  apply  to  Connectlei^  I» 
Massachusetts,  and  to  Maine.  ^. 

But  to  return  to  the  resolution.  I  hits"" 
that,  if  this  plan  be  carried  into  efibct,  &«  p^ 
pie  of  the  now  Steles  may  bid  adien  lo  t» 
prospect  of  ever  having  the  title  of  lie  UmW 
8Ul«8  extinguished.  We  shall  then  t*""" 
rigid  system  of  public  speculators  6jei  ^ 
us  i  we  shall  then  have  solea  of  altem»t«  »■ 
tiona  made,  so  that  the  sale  and  improvew 
of  one  may  enhance  the  value  of  the  «»■ 
Sir,  while  gentlemen  have  been  indulging  »> 
their  fine  feeling  of  philanthropy— whilaWfT 
are  pressing  this  resolution  forward,  '™ 
view  of  disseminating  nsefW  knowledge  »n*( 
the  people,  I  am  surprised  that  a  iitlie  mb»»- 
eration  should  not  have  been  bestowed  «^' 
thousands  of  poor  non-freeholders  in  "^  „ 
oral  States,  and  in  the  old  States,  too.  WoOB 
not  they  gladly  settle  and  unprove  yonr  in» 
lands!  Yon  cannot,  forsooth,  enable  IMO"  » 
acquire  a  home  by  reduoiog  the  pries  of  i"* 
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pnblio  luida,  and  thos  elevste  them  to  the  rank 
of  the  most  nsefnl  and  happj'  citizeas ;  bnt  joa 
propoae  to  ednoate  them  ia  poverty  and  starra- 
tioD,  and  thus  yon  Bharpen  their  seDsibilities, 
and  make  them  lem  able  to  anst^  themselTee 
imder  their  own  inBignifioanoe  aod  degradation. 
When  we  reflect  on  these  thinffa,  air,  '  " 
rMBonabla  to  eospeot  that  gentiemen 
airoos  of  emptying  the  pnblio  Treaanry,  ao  that 
they  may  fill  It  in  a  way  more  to  their  liking  t 
Hay  we  not  well  rappoae,  with  the  gentleman 
trtaa  Alabama,  (Mr.  Lbwib,)  that  the  frienda  of 
this  resolnUon  know  there  ia  in  this  Union  a 
tu-paTing  people,  and  then  a  taz-conanming 
people  f  May  we  not  tremble  for  the  principles 
of  om-  Government  when  we  eee  appeaJa  to 
that  deeoription  of  population  to  anpport  this 
measnre,  wno  will  support  it  beoanse  one  dol- 
lar is  paid  into  one  pocket  without  considering 
Hiat  two  are  taken  oat  of  tlie  other  t  Bnt  the 
other  day  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Uaasaohnaette,  (Mr.  Biobabdbon,)  to  on- 
dertake  a  ayatem  of  education  by  thia  Qorem- 
tnent,  was  rejected  npon  the  gronnd,  as  we  all 
aappoeed,  that  the  Government  had  no  power 
over  the  sDbJect.  So  bood,  however,  as  a  di- 
vision of  money  among  the  States  ia  proposed 
'      —    •  ■'  -  object,  gentler 


directly. 

Sir,  if  there  t>e  gentlemen  here  who  derfre  to 
MM  the  TreasDry  of  its  masaes  of  wealth,  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  they  pay  the  jnat 
olaima  npon  thia  Government.  If  they  ore  at 
iny  loee  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  their 
money,  I  point  them  to  the  frar-wom  soldier 
>f  the  Revolution,  and  aay,  pay  that  debt  of 
inetioe  and  of  gratitude.  Sir,  when  I  aee  a 
>oor  old  soldier  of  the  Bevolntion  penniless, 
ionselees,  oomfortlees;  when  I  listen  to  his 
alea  of  heroic  valor,  and  witness  the  ardor  of 
lis  patriotism,  and,  at  the  aame  time,  reflect  on 
he  wild,  aplendid,  and  expensive  echemee  of 
ilia  Government,  I  have  turned  awi^  with  a 
deeding  heart,  and  blnshed  for  the  himor  of 
nyoDimtry. 

Another  reflection  has  occurred  to  me.  I 
ook  npon  the  ajatem  proposed  to  be  eetablish- 
id  by  this  reaolntion^  as  an  anti-emigration  ays- 
em — a  system  whion.  is  intended  to  check  the 
^wtli  of  the  West  Has  it  oome  to  this,  drt 
tfe  have  had  American  syatema — anti-alavery 
ysteins — and  aystems the  Lord  knows  what;  and 
utw  we  are  to  have  an  anti-emigration  syitem  to 
ripple  the  West,  and  to  prevent  the  poor  of  the 
Sast  from  going  to  the  West,  and  onltlvfttisg 
be  fertile  iands  of  the  West.  Money  is  to  be 
dvided  among  them  at  home — they  are  to  be 
dnoated  at  home,  and,  I  anppose,  starve  at 
lome.  Do  yon  fear  the  increased  and  Increas- 
Dg  power  of  the  West  I  I  hope  not  That 
lower  is  yonr  power ;  it  is  the  power  of  (he 
rhole  oomitrj,  and  ahoold  not  be  feared  by 


lieved  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  people  whom 
1  serve.  I  believe  they  cannot  be  bonght  np  in 
the  support  of  this  resolntion  by  any  sum, 
mnch  less  the  paltry  and  pitifiil  amn  whioh 
would  fall  to  their  shore  under  thia  distribu- 
tion. I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  thus 
detuning  them.  Bnt  ooming,  as  I  do,  from  a 
new  State — being  the  sole  representative  of  a 
new  State,  whose  intereata  I  think  are  vitally 
interesteil  I  fblt  myself  constrained  to  enter 
into  t.liin  aiscuasion. 

7%^  Judioiarj/. 

The  bill  establishing  Oircnit  Courts  and 
ahridg^g  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Oonrte 
in  the  distiicts  of  Indiana,  niinoia,  JOssonri, 
Mississippi,  the  eastern  district  of  Lommano, 
and  the  Southern  district  of  Alabama,  bring 
nnder  conrideration, 

Ur.  Bdohaitas  rose,  and  said : 

Mr.  Ghairman :  It  becomes  my  dnty  to  pre- 
sent to  this  committee  the  reasons  which  in- 
dnoed  the  Oommittoe  on  the  Judiciary  to  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  House  which  has  Just  beiui 
read.  In  tlslng  to  discharge  thia  dnty,  I  feel 
conscious  that  the  sulject  ia  in  its  nattire  d^ 
and  uninterMtlDg ;  bnt  its  importance  demands 
the  attention  of  every  member  of  thia  conunit- 
tee.  In  v^  may  we  pass  the  most  wise  and 
salutary  laws,  unless  we  provide  an  efficient 
Judidary  to  carry  their  bleMogs  and  their  ben- 
efits home  to  the  people.  Without  snoh  a  jn- 
didary,  they  remain  a  dead  letter  apon  oar 
-^stnte  book. 

This  bill  proposes  no  new  theory — no  untried 
experiment.  It  pursues  the  oonrse  which  has 
been  sanctioned  by  long  experience.  The  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  did  not  seek  to  be  wiser 
than  those  who  have  gone  before  os.  This  bill 
therefore,  provides  nothing  new  for  the  dd 
States  of  the  Union.  It  merely  extends  to  the 
new  Western  States  that  Jadicial  system  which 
has  been  found  to  be  ftilly  adequate  to  admin- 
iater  jostloe  to  all  the  States  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghany. 

B^re  I  proceed  to  iUostrate  the  neoend^ 
of  this  roeasure,  it  is  perhaps  proper  that  I 
should  briefly  present  to  the  committee  some 
of  the  prominent  points  of  the  judicial  history 
of  the  United  Btatea.  Onr  present  system  was 
oalled  into  existeDoe  by  the  Judicial  act  of  Sep- 
tember, 17BS ;  and  it  demoostroteB  the  wisdom 


adopted  a  syatom,  which,  with  bnt  few  altera- 
tions, has  stood  tiie  test  of  an  experience  of 
forty  years.  Under  that  act  the  United  States 
was  divided  into  thirteen  districts,  for  each  of 
which  a  district  judge  was  appointed,  who  was 
required  to  redde  tnereio,  end  to  hold  a  court 
to  be  called  a  district  court.  These  district 
courts  were  entirely  independent  of  each  other. 
Eleven  of  thW  thirteen  districts,  consisting  of 
the  eleven  States  which  were  then  members  of 


the  Union,  were  divided  into  throe  cironita. 
Theoe  wci«  oalled  the  eastern,  the^middle,  and 
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the  soatbem  circoitB.  The  eaatwn  cirooit  was 
oomposed  of  the  BttMe  of  New  HtuoMhife, 
Haseachneette,  Oonnecticiit,  and  New  York ; 
the  middle,  of  the  States  of  New  Jereey,  Penn- 
ajlTBiiia,  Deiavare,  Harrland,  and  Virginia  j 
and  the  aonthern,  of  the  Btatee  of  Sonth  Caro- 
liua  and  Georgia.  The  remaining  districte  of 
Maine  and  Kentnckj,  not  then  membere  of  the 
Union,  were  not  embraced  in  any  oironit ;  hot 
their  district  courts  were  inve^ed  with  the 
powers  of  a  circnit  conrt. 


Under  this  act,  the  Biyreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States  consisted  of  «    "  '  *    " 
five  associate  Jnaticea. 


United  States  consisted  of  a  chief  jnstice  and 


In  each  district  of  these  tLree  rarcoita,  a  oir- ' 
onit  oonrt  was  directed  to  be  held  twioe  in  each 
jear,  to  be  composed  of  aaj  two  justices  of  the 
Snpreme  Conrt,  and  the  jndge  of  the  districL 

In  June,  1790  the  States  of  Bhode  Island 
and  North  Carolina,  and  in  Uaroh,  1791,  that 
of  Vermont,  came  into  the  Union.  The  dis- 
tricts of  Bhode  Island  and  Vermont  were  at- 
tached to  the  eastern,  and  tliat  of  Nmib  Caro- 
lina to  the  Boothern  cironiL 

The  committee  will  observe,  that  the  act  of 
1789  did  not  assign  the  jnsticea  of  the  Snpreme 
Conrt  to  partiookr  drcnits,  bnt  intended  that 
Uiey  should  alternate  in  holding  their  cirooit 
oonrta.  It  was  soon  fonnd  to  be  impracticable 
for  them  to  perform  the  circnit  dntdes  required 
by  this  act  Under  its  operation,  the  six  Jns- 
Idoes  of  the  Snpreme  Conrt,  besidee  the  per- 
formanoe  of  their  dntiea  in  bank,  were  required, 
in  pairs,  to  hold  circnit  conrts  twioe  in  each 

Ear,  tiironghont  the  three  eircnits  which  em- 
koed  all  the  BUt«B  of  the  Union.  In  1792, 
they  addressed  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
SMm  npon  the  subject,  who  laid  their  commn- 
nioation  before  Gongrege.  This  produced  the 
act  of  Maich,  1793,  which  declared  that  any 
one  of  the  Jastioes  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  with 
the  Judge  of  the  distriot,  ahonld  compose  the 
Airouit  court.  This  act,  by  dividing  their  du- 
tiee,  diminished  their  eircnit  labors  one-halC 
and  enabled  them,  withoQt  diffionlty,  to  attend 
ftU  theaircnit  'Oonrta. 

Thus  the  Judiciary  «f  the  United  States  oon- 
tinned  to  be  o^anized  ontil  the  passage  of  the 
famous  act  of  February,  1801,  This  act  pro- 
duced great  excitement  thronghont  the  coun- 
try at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  met  with 
strong  public  disapprobation.  It  withdrew  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  per- 
formanoe  of  drcnit  duties,  and  made  them  es- 
elasiTely  an  appellate  tribnoaL  Under  its  pro- 
yinons,  the  United  States  were  divided  into  six 
oircoita,  and  three  jndgee  were  appointed  for 
each  of  the  first  five  of  these  circuits.  For 
the  uxth  circuit,  which  consisted  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  East  and  West  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
and  Ohio,  only  one  elreuit  jnd^  was  wpoint- 
ed ;  who,  together  with  the  district  judges  of 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  composed  the  court 
for  that  circnit.  The  district  oonrta  throughout 
this  circuit  were  abolished,  and  their  duties 
were  transferred  to  the  circnit  oonft.     Sn^ 


was  the  provision  which  this  set  made  br  tbi 
perfbrmaooe  of  theee  circnit  duties,  whidilid 
been  ably  and  satisfactoriiy  discharged  bf  At 
six  jostioes  of  the  Snpreme  Court  preriooilo 
itspassage. 

The  act  of  1801  h«d  bnt  a  brief  eiiataitt 
It  was  svept  from  the  statute  bo(i  in  IHdi 
more  than  one  year  after  it  became  a  liv,  tf 
the  repealing  act  of  March,  180S.  ill  tb 
Judges  crest«d  under  it  were  thus  legidsttd  irt 
of  office.  This  has  been  called  a  tugli-huiM 
prooeeding,  and  it  is  one  which  on^t  nero'ti 
be  resortM  ta  except  in  extreme  osHs;  W 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  experience  has  Juitifid  Ik 
measnre,  and  has  proved  that  aoch  in  sitron 
case  then  existed.    Bnt  more  of  this  hensAei, 

In  April,  1802,  the  judicial  sjilem  to  » 
organized,  and  placed  npon  the  fonncUlicDioD 
which  it  now  resto.  The  old  thirteen  SUM, 
together  with  Vermont,  were  divided  into  ai 
(arcnite :  the  first  composed  of  the  Strtd  it 
New  Hampshira  Massachusetts,  and  Btaodt  U- 
and ;  the  second,  of  the  States  of  CoimecM 
New  York,  and  Vermont;  the  third, of  Sw 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania ;  thefoorili,  otMsf 
land  and  Delaware;  the  fifth,  of  Viipaiiw 
North  Carolina ;  and  the  Mxlii,  of  Sonth  Cm- 
lina  and  Georgia.  These  circuits  hart  «« 
since  coDtinued  the  same,  except  tbst  Km 
since  its  admission  into  the  Union,  bta  bM 
annexed  to  the  first  oironiL  This  act""*' 
first  which  assigned  to  each  jnstice  of  the » 
preme  Conrt  a  particular  circiut  Fnai  * 
passage  of  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  until  tl«« 
April,  1802,  the  jnstioee  of  the  SuproMCnn 
alternated  and  travelled  over  all  tha  atnn 
Since  that  time,  each  one  of  then  It  l** 
confined  to  a  single  circuit  The  sotri  W 
proceeded  atiil  further,  and  recogni^ thei^ 
ciple  that  the  Justices  of  the  gnprenuOMi 
ought  to  testde  witlua  thdr  respective  dn«* 
At  the  date  of  ita  paeaage,  four  of  the  j^Otf 
resided  within  the  droaite  to  which  it  i^ff 
them.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Jb.  i"*^ 
Moore,  in  ISOi,  whose  re^denoe  was  iaw 
fifth,  bnt  who  was  assigned  to  the  sith  oi^ 


Jnsdcea  of  the  Snpreme  Conrt  hsve  iw* 
within  their  respective  oironits,  except thel* 
Jndge  Washington.  And  of  thit  ImW*" 
judge,  permit  me  to  say,  that  althoogh  he » 
the  oitiien  of  a  State  ont  of  the  li""'?*.? 
circuit,  yet  his  judicial  character  w»  h<*>" 
as  high  estimation  by  the  people  of  ^"^ 
vania,  as  will  be  that  of  any  m»n  who  *"' 
probably  ever  become  his  sucoeeaor.  . 

Kentucky,  which  became  a  State  <»" 
Union  in  1793,  and  Tennessee  in  IT»,  Jf 
not  embraced  within  the  oircnitB  <>'*•''-,„ 
the  act  of  1803.  Each  of  them  ooobnwi " 
have  a  district  court,  which,  in  additioa  »* 
ordinary  powers  of  such  a  court,  wM  '"'^ 
with  the  jurisdiction  of  a  circnit  ooort.  ^ 
became  a  member  of  the  Union  in  18IB;  * 
in  February,  1807,  Congress  ostabMed  »*"  I 
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each  droait,  to  oonnBt  of  the  States  of  Een- 
tnokj,  Tennewee,  and  Ohio.  Under  this  aot, 
a  ffi^h  associate  joattce  of  the  Supreme  Oenrt 
was  appointed,  to  redde  within  the  seventh 
tUTonit,  and  to  hold  the  oironit  oonrts.  ThU 
rircidt  haa  slwajs  been  too  estentiva  and  the 
datiea  of  the  judge  have  erer  been  too  laborions 
to  be  perfbnned  by  any  one  man. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1607,  each  of 
the  eiKhteen  States  which  then  composed  the 
federal  Union,  was  provided  with  a  oirooit 
oonrt.  That  act,  in  this  respect,  plaoed  them 
all  npon  an  eqnal  footing. 

Since  the  jear  1807,  vix  new  Btates  have 
been  added  to  the  Union  ;  LoniEoana,  in  181S; 
Indiana,  in  1816 ;  Uja^asippi,  in  181T ;  niinois, 
in  1S18 ;  Alabama,  in  1819 ;  and  KiasoDil,  in 
18S1. 

The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  extend  the  dr- 
caxt  court  system  to  theee  new  States ;  and,  in 
dtnng  so,  to  make  nioh  an  arrangement  of  the 
two  new  oircnita  which  it  proposes  to  establish, 
u  will  enable  the  oonrts  to  transact  the  bnri- 
ness  of  the  States'of  Ohio,  Kentodqr,  and  Ten- 
nessee. 

Before  I  prooeed  to  diaoosa  the  merits  of  this 
bjU,  it  is  neoessary,  to  a  oorrect  understanding 
f>t  the  sal^eot,  that  I  shonld  present  to  the 
(XHomittee  the  great  outlines  of  the  jwisdiotion 
of  the  circnit  courts  of  the  United  States.  I 
need  soarely  repeat,  that  they  ore  oomposed  of 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Bnpreme  Oonrt  and 
the  jodge  of  the  disMot  in  which  they  are  held. 


They  do  not  possess  original  Joriadiction  in  any 
ease,  nnlew  the  som  in  oontroversy  ezoeeds  five 
hnndred  dollars.     Above  that   amoont  they 


have  nnlimited  original  cogoiaanoe,  oononrrent 
wiQi  the  oonrta  of  me  several  States,  of  all  snila 
of  a  uvil  natore,  at  common  law  or  in  equity, 
in  which  the  United  States  are  piaintiffi,  or  in 
Thioh  an  alien  is  one  party,  and  the  (^tuen  of 
»  State  the  other ;  or  m  which  the  controversy 
is  between  a  citizen  of  the  State  where  the  suit 
fa  brought,  and  a  dtizen  of  another  State.  If 
An  alien  be  saed  in  a  State  oonrt,  by  any  State 
or  the  citizen  of  a  State,  or  if  the  dtizen  of 
another  State  be  sued  in  a  State  court  by  a  <at- 
iaen  of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is  brought, 
tiie  defendant  in  either  case  may  remove  the 
oauae  into  the  circuit  oonrt  of  the  United 
States.  The  jorisdiotion  of  the  circuit  court 
also  extends  to  controvermea  between  citjiens 
of  the  ssme  State,  claiming  tanda  under  grants 
of  differutt  States ;  and  oansea  of  this  natore 
may  be  removed  by  rather  party  from  the 
oonrta  of  the  States  into  the  circuit  court.  Be- 
sides this  extended  original  jnrisdiotion,  the  oir- 
onit courts  are  oonrts  of  t^peol,  in  which  the 
judgments  and  decrees  of  the  distriot  courts  may 
DO  reviewed,  in  all  civil  oases  in  which  the  snm 
in  controversy  exoeeda  fifty  dollars.  When  we 
oonsider  Out  Qto  disbrict  courts  "  have  exclo- 
■ive  ori^nal  cogniiaaoe  of  all  civil  causes  of 
admiralty  and  maritime' Jurisdiction,"  this  dn- 
^  branch  of  th^  power  must  be  the  fraitful 
Bonroe  of  maiv  ^peals  to  the  uronit  courts. 


The  Judgments  or  decrees  of  the  circuit 
courts  are  final  and  oandnuve  in  all  oases  in 
which  the  amount  in  controversy  does  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars,  unless  when  the  two 
Judges  who  compose  them  are  divided  in  opin- 
ion npon  some  point  which  may  have  arisen 
daring  the  trial. 

The  circuit  oonrts  slso  possess  exclusive  orig- 


and  they  have  concorreot  Jurisdiction  with  the 
distriot  courts  of  all  other  offences.  Their 
Jadgmenta  in  all  criminal  cases  ore  cnnolnuve, 
unless  the  Jndges  are  divided  in  opinion.  If 
tbere  has  been  each  a  division  between  thenL 
eitiier  in  a  dvil  or  criminal  case,  the  point  of 
disagreement  may  be  certified  to  the  next  Su- 
preme Oonrt  for  a  final  decision. 

Havins  thna  given  a  hasty  sLetch  of  the  his- 
tory of  uie  Jadiciary  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
of  the  joriBdiction  of  the  olrcait  oonrta  which 
this  bill  proposes  to  extend  to  the  ux  new 
States  of  the  Union,  I  shall  now  proceed  to 

S resent  the  views  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
ioiary  in  relation  to  thia  important  snbjeat 
In  doing  this,  I  feel  that,  before  I  con  expect 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  most  satisfy  the  com- 
mittee, first,  that  such  B  change  or  modificatioii 
of  the  present  Judiciary  system  onght  to  be 
adopted,  as  will  ^loce  the  Western  States  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  States  of  the 
Union ;  and,  seoondj  that  the  present  bill  con- 
tains the  best  provisions  whion,  under  all  the 
circomstoncea,  can  be  devised  for  accomplish- 
ing this  pur[rose. 

And  first,  in  regard  to  the  States  ctf  Ohio, 
£entncky,  and  Tenneesee.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  existing  law  has  already  eatablished  circuit 
ooorts  in  theee  three  States,  and  why  then 
shonld  they  oomplun  I  In  answer  to  this  qnea- 
tion,  I  ask  gentlemen  te  toolc  at  a  map  of  the 
United  States,  and  exanune  the  extent  of  thia 
circuit.  The  distance  which  the  judge  is  com- 
pelled to  travel,  by  land,  for  the  pnrpose  of  at- 
tending the  different  circuit  oonrta,  is  of  itself 
almost  eofiBdent,  in  a  few  years,  to  destroy  any 
common  oonstitation.  From  Oolombus,  in  Ohio, 
he  proceeds  to  Prankfort,  in  Kentucky ;  from 
Frankfort  to  Nashville;  and  from  Nadiville, 
across  the  Oumberland  moontwn,  to  Knoxville. 
When  we  reflect  that,  in  addition  to  his  attend- 
ance of  the  courts  in  each  of  these  States,  twice 
in  the  year,  he  is  obliged  annually  to  attend 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  in  Washington,  we  must  all 
admit  that  his  labora  are  very  severe. 

This  circuit  is  not  only  too  extenrive,  but 
there  is  a  great  press  of  jodidal  booness  in 
each  of  the  States  of  which  it  is  oompoeed.  In 
addition  to  the  cr^nary  soorcea  of  Utl^tion  for 
the  drcoit  oonrts  throughout  the  Union,  par- 
ticular oanses  have  eidsted  (br  its  extraordinaiT 
oocnmnlation  in  each  of  these  States.  It  wiU 
be  recollected  that,  onder  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  drcoit  oomta 
may  try  land  causes  between  dtisens  of  the 
aame  State,  provided  Qiey  claim  nnder  granti 
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from  difibrent  Btatw.  In  Tenneasee,  graats  na- 
der  that  Stat«  and  the  State  of  North  CaroliDa, 
for  the  same  land,  often  oome  into  conflict  in 
the  oircnit  otmrt.  The  interfering  grants  of 
VirginiA  and  Kw.takj  are  a  frnitfal  source  of 
bn^iesi  for  the  circuit  court  of  Eentnokj. 
These  causes,  from  their  verj  nature,  are  difS- 
onlt,  and  important,  and  must  oooupy  much 
time  and  attrition.  Witlun  the  Yirguiia  mili- 
tary district  of  Ohio,  there  are  also  man^  dis- 
puted land  titles. 

Another  canse  has  oontribnted  much  to  swell 
tbe  business  of  the  drcuit  oourt  of  Kentnckr. 
The  want  of  oouSdence  4^  the  oitdiens  of  other 
Btates  in  the  jndioial  tribunals  of  that  State,  has 
greatlj  added  to  the  nmnber  of  snita  in  the  cir- 
cuit court.  Uanf  plaintiff^  who  conld,  with 
greater  expedition,  have  recovered  their  de- 
mands in  the  courts  of  the  State,  were  com- 
Cslled,  b;  the  impolitic  acta  of  the  State  Legis- 
iture,  to  resort  to  tbe  oourt  of  the  United 
State.  Whibt  these  laws  were  enforced  bj  the 
State  conrt,  thej  were  dier^arded  b?  those  of 
the  Union.  In  making  these  remarks,  I  am 
oonfident  no  representative  from  that  patriotic 
State  will  mistake  m^  meaning.  I  rejoice  that 
the  diffieultiee  are  now  at  an  end,  and  that  tbe 
pem>le  of  Kentucky  have  diacovered  the  ruinous 
poliOT  of  interposing  the  arm  of  the  law  to 
shield  a  debtor  from  the  just  demands  of  hia 
oreditor.  That  gallant  and  obivalrons  people, 
who  possess  a  finer  soil  and  a  finer  climate  than 
any  other  State  of  the  Union,  will  now,  I  tmst, 
improve  and  eqjoy  the  bounties  which  nature 
has  l>eatawed  npoa  them  witb  a  lavish  hand. 
As  their  ezperienoe  has  been  severe,  I  trust 
thdr  reformation  will  be  complete.  Stiil,  how- 
erer,  many  of  the  causes  which  originated  in 
past  years,  ore  yet  depending  la  the  circuit 
court  of  that  State. 

In  1886,  when  a  similar  bill  was  before  this 
House,  we  had  the  most  authentic  information 
that  there  were  nine  hmidred  and  fifty  causes 
then  pending  in  tbe  circuit  court  of  Kentucky, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  in  the  oircoit  oourt  for  the 
western  district,  and  about  tbe  same  nnmber  in 
that  for  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee,  and 
upwards  of  two  hundred  in  Ohio.  Upon  that 
oooasion  a  memorial  was  presented  from  tbe 
bttr  of  Nashville,  signed  by  G.  W.  Campbell  as 
Ohairman,  and  Felix  Grundy,  at  present  a  Sen- 
ator of  tbe  United  States,  as  secretary.  These 
gentlemen  are  both  well  known  to  this  House, 
and  to  the  country.  That  memorial  declares 
tiiat  "  the  seventh  circuit,  consisting  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennesaee,  is  too  laif^  for  tbe 
duties  of  it  t«  be  devolved  on  one  man ;  and 
it  was  abeolntely  imposrible  for  tbe  jndge  as- 
«igned  to  this  dronit  to  ftalfll  the  letter  of  the 
law  de^nating  his  duties."  Snob  has  been  Hie 
ida^  of  Justice,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
"  that  some  of  tbe  important  causes  now  pend- 
ing in  their  circuit  oonrte  are  older  than  tbe 
nrofH^onal  career  of  almost  every  man  at  the 

The  number  of  oansea  dep^ding  in  the  sev- 
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enth  circuit,  I  am  informed,  hu  bem  low 
what  reduced  since  182B;  but  still  tiMenli 
f^reat,  and  demands  a  remedy.  If  it  wen  p» 
able  for  one  man  to  transact  the  jndidtibo- 
ne»  of  that  circuit,  I  Bhonld  have  as  nudi  Eoe- 
fidenoe  that  it  would  be  aooompliehed  bjtk 
jQsticeof  the  SuprwneOomltowhiiihitiiii- 
signed,  aa  by  any  other  Judge  in  the  Vwa. 
His  ability  and  bisperMverance  are  well  bun 
to  tbe  nation.  The  labor,  however,  bolfa  d 
body  and  mind,  Is  too  great  for  any  iodindul 

Has  not  tbe  delay  c»  Justice  in  tUa  orcnt 
almost  amounted  to  its  denialt  Are  ihs  BUW 
which  compose  it  placed  upon  tbe  ame  foetiit 
in  this  respect,  with  other  States  of  Um  nmiml 
Have  they  not  a  right  to  complunt  )iaj 
evils  follow  in  the  trwn  of  tardy  jnitioe.  B 
derangM  the  whole  business  of  sodetf.  B 
tempts  tbe  dishonest  and  Qie  needy  to  let^ 
nnjuat  and  fraudulent  defences  sgdnst  the  ^ 
meot  of  Just  debte,  knowing  tl^  th«  iij  of 
trial  is  far  distant.  It  thus  ruins  tlie  hm 
creditor,  by  depriving  him  of  tbe  fluids  »1b4 
he  had  a  r^t  to  ex;^  at  or  near  tbe  *s^ 
ed  time  of  payment ;  and  it  ultimately  tmt<t 
destroy  all  confidence  between  man  tm  van. 

A  greater  onrse  can  scarcely  be  iafliettd  ^ 
the  people  of  any  State,  than  to  have  dieiihM 
titles  unsettled.  What,  then,  mnat  be  tlie  eo- 
dition  of  Tennessee,  where  there  are  minrdi- 
puted  land  titles,  when  we  are  rsSafirti,  V 
undoubted  authority,  "tliat  somerftlMta- 
portant  canses  now  pending  in  thdr  okI' 
courts  are  older  than  the  profe^onil  isnx^ 
abnoat  every  man  at  the  bar."  ^''''^'^''r^ 
astonished  at  tbe  complaints  of  the  pev'*' 
Uiis  circuit,  I  am  astonished  at  their  fiJW 
ance.  A  judiciary,  able  and  willing  tc  co^ 
men  to  perform  their  contracts,  and  to  dirt* 
their  controversies,  is  one  of  the  greit«i  ?» 
ioal  blessingB  which  any  people  can  mjof;  •« 
it  is  one  which  the  people  of  this  aMmtrj'"'' 
a  right  to  eipoct  from  thwr  GovemiMot  1" 
present  bill  proposes  to  accomplish  tbia  VV* 
by  creating  a  new  circuit  ont  of  the  Sl^* 
Kentucky  and  Tenneesee,  This  cireait  ^  * 
ford  suffif^ent  employment  fbr  one  ja**  " 
the  Supreme  Oourt.  ^_^ 

Without  inMating  fiirtber  upwi  ths  F'^i2[ 
nay,  the  necessity,  of  orgamiinfl  t»  oi* 
oonrts  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  T*""""^ 
such  a  manner  as  to  enable  them  to  Wj^J 
the  bnflineas  of  the  people,  I  Bhallnowi»^ 
to  consider  tbe  situation  of  tie  riiiie»i»^ 
Loniriana,  IndiauiL  Miasiasippi,  Ulinou,  t* 
bama,  md  Missouri.  Their  grievaww  "J* 'L 
diiFetent  character.  TheydonotwnwaiJ* 
phun  of  the  deUy  of  Justice,  as  that  0M«^ 
have  so  long  refused  to  extend  to  than  W^ 
ouit  court  system,  as  it  exists  in  all  vf/T^ 
States.  As  they  soooeasivdy  came  "WT; 
Union,  they  were  eaoh  provided  will  t  i^ 
oourt  and  a  district  Jodgft  P»»««"*fS, 
court  power*.  The  acta  wnioh  iBtrodncw  ^ 
into  onr  political  fcmily  declare  tiiat  tbW  ?■ 
»  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  IB  eqW"'  , 
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ing  wilii  the  origioal  StBtes,  in  all  respects 
whatever."  I  do  not  mean  to  contend  that  hj 
vlrtae  of  theae  acts  we  were  boimd  immediata- 
1;  to  extend  to  them  the  cironit  coort  Bjetem. 
Booh  has  not  bewi  the  practice  of  Congress,  in 
regard  to  other  States  in  a  gimilar  Bitnation.  I 
eontend,  however,  that  these  acta  do  impose  an 
obliesdon  npon  ns  to  plaoe  them  "  on  an  equal 
fboUng  with  the  oriynal  States,"  in  regwd  to 
the  Jndidary,  as  soon  aa  their  wants  require  it, 
and  the  circnmstanoes  of  the  conntiy  permit  It 
to  be  done.  That  time  has,  in  wj  opinion,  ar- 
rived. Ixinisiaiia  hu  now  been  nearly  eighteen 
years  a  member  of  the  Ui^on,  and  is  now  one  of 
oar  jnOBt  GommeroiA!  Statee ;  and  yet,  nntil  this 
day,  she  has  been  without  a  oircnit  coorL  It 
is  more  than  thirteen  years  unce  Indiana  was 
admitted;  and  even  onr  yonngest  sister,  lUs- 
aoori,  wilt  soon  have  beem  nine  ^ears  in  the 
family.  Why  shonld  not  these  six  States  be 
admitted  to  the  same  judicial  privileges  which 
all  the  others  now  eqjoy  I  Eren  if  there  were 
no  better  reason,  they  have  a  right  to  demand 
it  for  the  mere  sake  of  miiformity.  I  admit 
this  is  an  argninent  dictated  by  State  pride ; 
bnt  is  not  that  a  noble  feeling!  Is  it  not  a 
feeling  which  will  ever  characterize  freemen ! 
Have  they  not  a  right  to  say  to  ns,  if  the  cir- 
emt  court  system  be  good  for  yon,  it  will  be 
good  for  US !  Yod  have  no  right  to  exolosive 
privileges.  If  you  are  sovereupi  States,  so  are 
we.  By  the  terms  of  our  admis^on,  we  are 
perfectly  your  equals.  We  have  long  submitted 
to  the  want  of  this  system,  from  deference  to 
joul  judgment ;  but  the  day  has  now  arrived 
when  we  demand  it  from  yon  as  onr  right 
But  there  are  several  other  good  reasons  why 
the  system  ought  to  be  extended  to  these  States. 
And,  in  the  ust  place,  the  jusdoes  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Ooart  are  selected  from  the  very  highest 
order  of  the  profession.  There  is  scarcely  a 
lawyer  in  the  (Jnited  Statee  who  would  not  be 
proud  of  an  elevation  to  that  bench.  A  man 
ambitioas  of  honest  fame  ought  not  to  desire  a 
more  ezaltad  theatre  for  the  display  of  ability 
and  Qs^uktesB.  Besides,  the  salary  annexed  to 
this  office  is  sufficient  to  command  the  best  tal- 
mts  of  the  country.  I  ask  you,  sir,  is  it  not  a 
lerious  grievance  for  those  States  to  be  de- 
piiTOd  ot  the  services  of  such  a  man  in  their 
sonrta  ?  I  ask  yon  whether  it  is  eqoal  Jnstioe, 
bb&t  whilst,  in  eighteen  States  of  this  Union, 
ao  man  can  be  deprived  of  his  lite,  his  liberty, 
jr  his  property,  by  the  judgment  of  a  circuit 
joort,  without  the  concurrence  of  two  judges, 
md  one  of  them  a  Jnstioe  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
u  the  remuning  ux  the  tate  of  tiie  citiien  is 
letermiiied  by  ttie  dedsion  of  a  single  district 
ndget  Who  are,  geDMrany  tweaking,  tliese 
listrict  Jndgeet  In  asking  this  qnMtion,  I 
neao  to  treat  them  with  no  disrespect.  They 
woelve  but  small  salaries,  and  their  sphere  of 
lotion  is  confined  to  their  own  partdcnlar  dis- 
xitAA  There  is  nothing  either  in  the  salary  or 
n  the  station  which  wonid  induce  a  distdn- 
{oiahed  lawyer,  unless  under  peonliai  ciroum- 
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stances,  to  accept  the  appointment.  And  yet 
the  jad^eot  01  this  individq^  in  mz  States  of 
the  Union,  is  final  and  ooncluMve,  in  all  cases 
of  law,  of  equity,  and  of  admiralty  aud  mari- 
time jurisdiction,  wherein  the  amount  of  the 
controversy  does  not  exceed  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. ^Vi  ^B  grievance  is  incomparably 
greater.  Bjs  opinion  in  all  eriminal  oaaea,  no 
matter  how  aggravated  may  be  their  nature,  is 
final  and  oonolnBiTe.  A  citizen  of  these  St^ee 
may  be  deprived  of  his  life,  or  of  his  character, 
which  ougQt  to  be  dearer  than  life,  by  the  sen* 
tence  of  a  district  judge ;  ogtdnst  which  there 
is  no  redress,  and  from  which  there  can  be  no 
ifpeaL 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  wMch  the 
ineqnality  and  injnstioe  of  the  present  sy^teiD, 
in  the  new  States,  is  very  striking.  In  order  to 
prodaoe  a  final  aeelsion,  both  the  judgee  of  a 
circuit  court  mnst  concur.  If  they  be  divided 
in  opinion,  the  point  of  difference  la  oertifled 
to  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  for  their  decision ;  sod 
this,  whether  the  amount  in  controveny  be 
great  or  small.  The  same  mle  applies  to 
criminal  case.  In  such  a  court,  no  man  can  be 
deprived  of  life,  of  Iibert7,  or  of  proper^,  by  a 
crimiual  prosecution,  without  the  clear  opimon 
of  the  two  jadges  that  his  conviction  is  sano- 
tjoued  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  the  ques- 
tion be  doubtful  and  important^  or  if  it  be  one 
of  the  first  impression,  the  judges,  even  when 
they  do  not  really  differ,  often  agroe  to  divide, 
pro  forma;  so  that  the  point  may  be  solemnly 
argued  and  decided  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt. 
ThoB,  the  citizen  of  every  State  in  which  a 
circuit  court  exists,  has  a  shield  of  protection 
oast  over  hfm,  of  which  he  cannot  be  deprived, 
without  the  deliberate  opinion  of  two  jndgea ; 
whilst  the  district  judge  of  the  six  new  West- 
ern States  must  alone  finally  decide  ever^ 
criminal  qnestion,  and  every  civil  controversy 
in  which  the  amount  in  dispute  does  not  ex- 
ceed two  thonsand  dollars. 

In  the  eastern  district  of  LonisianL  the 
causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jnriBdiotdon 
decided  by  the  district  court  mnst  be  numerous 
and  important.  If  a  circuit  court  were  estab- 
lished for  that  Stat^  a  party  who  considered 
himself  (^grieved  n%ht  appeal  to  it  from  the 
district  coml  in  every  case  m  which  the  amount 
in  controversy  exceeded  fifty  dollars.  At  prea- 
eut  there  is  no  appeal,  unless  the  value  of  the 
controversy  exceeds  two  thousand  dollars ;  and 
then  it  must  be  made  directly  to  the  Supreme 
Oonrt,  a  tribmial  so  far  remote  from  the  oitj 
of  New  Orleans,  as  to  deter  suitors  from  av^- 
ing  themselves  of  this  privilege. 

I  shall  not  fiirther  exhaust  the  pataenoe  of 
the  committee  on  Uiis  branch  of  we  subject. 
I  flatter  myself  tliat  I  have  demonstrated  the 
neoessit;  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  existing 
laws,  as  will  confer  upon  the  people  of  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  of  the  six  new 
Western  States,  the  same  benefits  from  the  ju- 
diciary, OB  those  which  tiie  people  (tf  tiie  other 
States  now  e^joy. 
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The  great  qaestion,  then,  which  renuiiu  for 
diBciuaion  is,  does  the  present  bill  present  the 
best  plan  for  accomplishing  this  purpose,  vhioh, 
under  all  oiroametoDces,  can  be  devised  ?  It  is 
inomnbent  opon  me  to  sustain  the  affirmative  of 
this  proposition.  There  have  been  but  two 
plans  proposed  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jn< 
didaiT,  and  bnt  two  can  be  proposed,  with  the 
least  nope  of  sDcoesa.  The  one  an  eitenaion  of 
the  present  Qvtem,  which  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee  contemplates,  and  the  other  a 
TMort  to  the  sTStem  which  wu  adopted  in  the 
dafS  ot  the  elder  Adams,  of  detaching  the  jns- 
tioes  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  from  the  perform- 
ance of  cironit  duties,  and  appointing  circnit 
judges  to  take  their  places.  After  mndli  reflec- 
tion npott  this  subject,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
two  systems  can  be  compared,  without  prodnc- 
ing  a  oonviction  in  favor  of  diat  which  has  long 
bwn  established.  The  AjMAta  of  detaching  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  from  the  circuits 
has  been  already  tried,  and  it  has  already  met 
the  decided  hostility  of  the  people  of  this  conn- 
^.  No  act  passed  during  the  stormy  and 
tm-bnlent  administration  of  the  elder  Adams, 
which  excited  more  general  indignation  among 
the  people.  The  ooorts  which  it  established 
were  then,  and  have  been  ever  since,  branded 
with  the  name  of  the  "  midnight  ludiciary."  I 
am  far  from  being  one  of  thoee  wno  believe  the 


p«op1e  to  be  infallible.  Thej  are  oiten  deceiv- 
ed bj  the  arts  of  demagogues :  bnt  this  decep- 
tion endures  only  for  a  season.    They  are  u- 


ways  honest,  and  possess  mnch  sagacity.  If^ 
t^t^ore,  they  get  wrong,  it  is  almost  certun 
tliey  will  speedily  retoro  to  correct  opinions. 
Iber  have  long  dnoe  done  justice  to  other  acts 
of  uiat  administration,  which  at  the  time  they 
condemned ;  but  the  feeling  against  the  jn- 
ditnary  established  under  it  remains  the  same. 
Indeed,  many  now  condemn  that  system,  who 
were  formerly  ite  advocates.  In  1696,  when  a 
bill,  rimilar  in  its  provisions  to  the  bill  now  be- 
fore Qie  committees  ^'^  under  discussion  in  this 
Honae,  a  motion  was  made  by  a  gentleman 
from  Vi^inia,  (Hr.  Hxsokb,)  to  reoommit  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jn^ciary,  with  an  in- 
atniction  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  diacharge  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  frvm  attendance 
on  Uie  cireuit  courts,  and  to  provide  a  nniform 
system  for  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the 
InfMor  oonrts  of  the  United  States.  Although 
this  motion  wsa  sustdned  with  zeal  and  elo- 
quence and  ability  by  the  mover,  and  by  sev- 
eral other  gentlemen,  yet,  when  it  came  to  the 
vote,  it  was  placed  m  a  lean  minority,  and,  I 
believe,  was  negatived  without  a  division.  It 
Is  morally  certain  that  such  a  bill  could  not 
now  be  carried.  It  would  therefore  have  been 
I  and  idle  In  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judi- 


dress  of  their  grievances,  until  public  opinion 
shall  change  upon  this  sntijeot,  it  will,  probably, 
be  a  lon^  time  before  they  will  obtain  relief. 
Bat,  sir,  there  are  most  powerful  reasons  for 


believing  that  pnbtic  cvnnion  upon  this  sd^ 
is  correcL  What  would  be  the  natonl  owe- 
qnencea  of  detaching  the  Judges  of  the  SnpoM 
Oonrt  from  circnit  dnliest  It  would  imf 
them  and  their  families  from  the  <iimU  t 
which  they  now  reude ;  and  this  dij  vcald 
become  their  permanent  reudenee.  Hm 
wonid  naturally  come  here ;  tiecause  hen,  od 
nowhere  else,  would  they  then  hare  offidil  boa- 
nesa  to  transact  What  would  be  the  ^obiUt 
effect  of  snoh  a  change  of  reeidence !  The  tm- 
dency  of  every  thing  within  the  tffli  milH 

Snare  is  towsi^  the  Executive  of  the  Uniai. 
B  is  here  the  centre  of  attraction.  No  miWr 
what  political  revolutions  may  take  dIm^  h 
matt«r  who  may  be  np,  or  who  may  m  don, 
the  proposition  is  equuly  true.  Hnmin  natin 
is  not  changed  under  a  repnbUcan  GoTenunaL 
We  find  that  citizens  of  a  republic  are  werdi^ 
pers  of  power,  as  well  as  the  sutyectsorimoft- 
archy.  Would  yon  think  it  wise  to  bring  te 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  thdr  rca- 
denoe  in  the  States,  where  they  brwlhe  tta 

Eure  air  of  the  country,  and  assemble  tim 
ere  within  the  very  vortex  of  EiecnCiTe  ii- 
flnencet  Instead  of  being  independent  judft^ 
scattered  over  the  surface  of  uie  UnioD,  tbw 
feelings  identified  with  the  Stales  of  wUd 
they  are  citizens,  is  there  no  danger,  thi^  in 
the  lapse  of  time,  you  would  otAvert  Uiem  inU 
minions  of  the  EieculiTe  t  I  am  far,  tot  &>! 
from  supposing  that  any  man,  who  either  is  tr 
who  will  be  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Cw^ 
could  be  actually  corrupted  ;  but  if  joa  [to 
them  in  a  ntnation  where  they  or  tbur  id>- 
tivea  would  naturally  become  candidita  Sr 


federal  rather  than  to  SUte  authoritj,  (•* 
I  do  not  say  that  there  ia,)  that  which  U  [»- 
ent  may  l>e  but  an  imaginary  fearmi^t'oi' 
become  a  substantial  reality.  I  would  piM 
them  beyond  tiie  reach  of  temptatiM.  1 W^ 
suffer  them  to  remain,  as  they  are  at  pit»i 
citizens  of  their  respective  StatoS;  TJnniist» 
city  annually  to  diBchai^  th«r  high d"''*!' 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Thi>  ^ 
view  of  the  subject,  if  there  were  no  f*"t 
ought  in  my  jnd^ent  to  be  conclusiTe. 

Let  us  now  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  mf- 
gnment,  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  jMt««» 
the  Supreme  Court  from  their  «ro"'_Ti 
and  their  residence  in  this  city,  would  pw™' 
such  effects,  as  I  apprehend,  upon  tej^ 
imselvea;  whatwoi"'  "  — '-"° 
upon  public  opinion  t  ] 
ly  sdo,  that  the  "  ' 
tribuni  ought  t<j  ud  m  uu  juoui... ,  — 
to  satisfy  the  people  that  Justice  has  heen  W» 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  thiawow 
that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  *»■» 
possess  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  public  IM  "^ 
now  do  In  an  endnont  degree.   How  «*«  "^ 
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aomired  it  I  By  trftvoUing  over  their  cdronita, 
tm  psnooally  snowing  tbemselvea  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ooimti7,  in  the  able  &nd  honest  dis- 
ohiu^  of  their  high  dnties,  aod  bj  their  ezteo- 
dve  iiit«rooiiree  with  the  membws  of  the  pro- 
fesBioQ  on  the  circuits  in  eftob  Btste,  irfao  after 
ill  are  the  beat  Judges  of  jndioisl  merit,  and 
whose  opinions  upon  this  sat^ect  have  a  pow- 
erful infliienoe  npon  the  oommoDi^.  Eleraied 
d»Te  the  stomis  of  faction  and  of  part;  which 
have  gometimes  lowered  over  ns,  like  the  sun, 
they  have  pursaed  their  stead;  cooree,  nnawed 
b;  threats,  nnseduoed  by  flattery.  They  have 
U»u  aoqntred  that  public  oonsdonoe,  which 
never  fiuls  to  follow  the  performanoe  of  great 
and  good  actions,  when  brought  home  to  the 
personal  observation  of  the  people. 

Tonld  they  continue  to  enjoy  this  eiteumve 
public  confidence,  should  they  no  longer  be 
seen  by  the  people  of  the  States,  in  the  dis- 
tdiarge  of  their  iugh  and  important  duties,  but 
be  confined,  in  the  exercise  of  them,  to  the 
gjoomy  and  vaulted   apartment  which  they 
now  occupy  in  this  oapitol  t     Would  they  not 
be  considered  as  a  distant  and  dangerous  tri- 
bnoai!    Would  the  people,  when  excited  by 
strong  feeling,  patiently  submit  to  have  the 
most  solemn  aota  of  iLeir  State  Legistatnrea 
awept  from  the  statute  book,  by  the  decision 
of  judges  whom  they  never  saw,  and  whom 
they  had  been  taught  to  oonuder  with  Jealoosy 
and  suspicion)     At  present,   even   in  those 
States  where  their  decisions  have  been  most 
violently  opposed,  the  highest  respect  has  been 
felt  fbr  the  judges  by  whom  they  were  pro- 
nounced ;  because  the  people  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  personally  knowing  that  they  were 
both  great  and  good  men.    Look  at  the  ilios- 
trions  individual  who  is  now  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States.    His  decisions  upon  con- 
Btitntional  questions  have  ever  been  hostile  to 
Uie  opinions  of  a  vast  m^ority  of  the  people  of 
his  own  State ;  and  yet  with  what  respect  and 
-veneration  has  he  been  viewed  by  Virginia} 
Is  there  a  Virginian,  whose  heart  does  not  heat 
with  honeet  pride  when  the  just  fame  of  the 
Ohief  Justice  is  the  subject  of  conversation) 
They  consider  him,  as  he  truly  is,  one  of  the 
greatest  and  best  men  which  this  country  has 
ever  produced.     Think  ye  that  snoh  would 
have  been  the  case,  had  he  been  confined  to 
l3ie  city  of  Washington,  and  never  known  to 
the  people,  except  in  pronouncing  Judgments 
in  thia  c^itol,  annulling  their  Bt^  laws,  and 
oaloolated  to  bumble  their  State  pride  t    Whilst 
I  oontinne  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall 
never  incur  the  odium  of  giving  a  vote  for  any 
change  in  the  jadiciary  system,  the  effect  of 
-which  would,  in  my  opinion,  diminish  the  r»- 
speot  in  whion  the  Supreme  Oonrt  is  now  held 
l^  the  people  of  this  oonntry. 

The  judges  whom  yoa  would  appoint  to  per- 
form the  circuit,  duties,  if  able  and  honest  men, 
would  soon  take  the  place  which  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  now  occupy  in  the  affec- 
tloBJi  of  Uie  people ;  and  ttte  reversal  of  their 


Judgments,  when  they  h^poied  to  be  in  ao- 
oordanee  with  strong  public  feeliiw,  wonld 
naturally    increase    ue    mass    of    £soonteDt 

against  the  Supreme  Court. 

There  are  other  reasons,  equally  powerful, 
against  the  withdrawal  of  the  judges  6x>m  the 
curoaita.  What  effect  would  such  a  measure 
probably  produce  upon  the  ability  of  the  jndgM 
themselves  to  perform  their  duties  !  Would  it 
not  be  very  ui^ortunate  t 

No  Judges  upon  earth  ever  had  snch  various 
and  important  duties  to  perform,  as  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  £iigland,  whence 
we  have  derived  our  law^  they  have  distinct 
oonrta  of  equity,  courts  of  common  law,  courts 
of  admiralty,  and  courts  in  which  the  civil  law 
is  administered.  In  each  of  these  courts,  they 
have  distinct  judges  j  and  perfection  in  any  ot 
these  branches  is  oertsin  to  be  rewarded  by  Ilia 
honors  of  that  country.  The  judges  of  our  Su- 
preme Coort,  both  on  their  oirouits  and  in  bank, 
are  called  upon  to  syndicate  on  all  these  codes. 
But  this  is  not  sll.  Our  Union  oonidsta  of 
twenty-fonr  sovereign  States,  in  all  of  which 
there  are  different  Laws  and  peculiar  onstotna. 
The  common  and  equity  law  have  thus  been 
changed  and  inflected  into  a  hundred  diffn'ent 
sh^Ms,  and  adapted  to  the  various  wants  toA 
opinions  of  the  different  members  of  onr  con- 
federacy. The  judicial  act  of  1789  declare* 
"  that  the  laws  of  the  seversl  States,  except 
where  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  statntea  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  otherwise  require  or 
provide,"  shall  be  regarded  as  rules  of  deciidon 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The  jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  ever-varying  oodes 
of  the  different  States. 

There  is  still  another  branch  of  their  juris- 
diction, of  a  grand  and  imposing  character, 
which  places  them  far  above  the  celebrated 
Amphyotionic  council.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  has  made  them  the  arbiten 
between  conflicting  sovereigns.  They  decide 
whether  the  sovereign  power  of  the  States  has 
been  exercised  in  conformity  with  the  Consti- 
tution and  lawa  of  the  United  States;  and,  if 
this  has  not  been  done,  they  declare  the  lawa 
of  the  State  LepHiatorea  to  be  void.  Their  de- 
cisions thus  control  the  exercise  of  sovereign 
power.  No  tribunal  ever  existed,  possessing 
the  same,  or  even  similar  authority.  Now,  mr, 
snppoBe  you  bring  these  judges  to  Wsahington, 
and  employ  them  in  bank  but  nx  weeks  or  two 
months  in  the  yeai',  is  it  not  certain  that  they 
will  gradually  beoome  less  and  less  fit  to  decide 
upon  these  different  codes,  and  that  they  will 
at  length  nearly  lose  all  recollection  of  the 
pecnliaf  local  laws  of  the  different  States? 
Every  judicial  duty  which  each  of  them  would 
then  be  required  to  perform,  wonld  be  to 
prepare  and  deliver  a  few  opinions  annually  In 

The  Judgment,  like  every  other  foonlty  of  the 
mind,  requires  exercise  to  preserve  its  vigOT. 
That  judge  who  decides  the  moat  ouuea^  ia  uu- 
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It  to  dedde  Uiem  tha  best  H«  vho  i»  ia  the 
aaiij  habit  of  ^plfing  general  prinoiplee  to 
tbe  dednon  of  owes,  as  thej  arise  upon  the 
clrooita,  ifi  at  the  same  time  qoaJiiyiDg  himmlf 
in  the  best  mumer  for  the  duties  of  Ma  Btatiou 
on  the  bench  of  the  Sopreme  Ooart. 

Is  it  probable  that  the  long  literal?  leisnre 
of  the  jadgeain  thia  city,  during  ten  months  of 
the  jear,  would  b«  devoted  to  leBrohtng  the 
two  hondred  volomea  of  Jarring  decisions  of 
State  oonrta,  or  in  stodjing  the  acta  of  twenty- 
fbnr  State  Legialatures  t  The  man  most  have 
a  lingalar  taste  and  a  finn  rewhition,  who,  in 
hia  closet,  ooold  travel  over  thia  bairrai  waste. 
And  even  if  he  shonld.  what  would  be  the  oon- 
aeqnenoe  t  The  truth  is,  such  knowledge  cannot 
be  obtained ;  and  after  it  haa  been  aoqaired,  it 
cannot  be  preserved,  except  b?  conatAnt  prao- 
tioe.  There  are  eubjeots  wluoh,  when  the 
memor?  has  once  grasped,  it  retuns  forever.  It 
has  no  an^  attachment  for  acts  of  Aaeemblj, 
acts  of  Oongress,  and  reports  of  tt^udged  oases, 
flzing  their  oonstmotion.  Thia  species  of 
knowledge,  troder  the  present  BTstetn,  will  al- 
wajra  be  possessed  by  thejndoes  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt ;  oeoaose,  in  the  penormaiuM  of  their 
drouit  dntiea,  the/  are  placed  in  a  dtnation  in 
whioh  It  la  daily  expounded  to  them,  and  in 
which  thev  are  daily  compelled  to  decide  ques- 
tions arising  upon  it.  Ohouge  thia  sfBtem, 
make  them  exdoaively  jud^  of  an  appellate 
oourt,  and  you  render  it  highly  probable  that 
th^  knowledge  of  the  general  pnndplea  of  the 
lavra  of  their  country  will  become  more  and 
more  faint,  and  that  they  will  flnaUj  almost 
lose  the  reooUection  of  the  peculiar  local  sys- 
tems of  the  different  Statee.  "  Practice  makes 
perfect,"  ia  a  maxim  apnlioable  to  every  pursuit 
in  life.  It  applies  wita  peonliar  force  to  that 
of  a  Judge.  I  think  I  might  t^ipeal  for  the  truth 
of  this  position  to  the  long  experience  of  the 
dislingiUBhed  gentleman  from  New  York,  now 
by  my  aide,  (Mr.  Spbsobb.)  A  nm,  by  study, 
may  become  a  profound  lawyer  in  theory,  but 
nouing  except  practice  oan  make  him  an  able 
Jnd^.  I  call  upon  every  member  of  the  pro- 
fbeaion  in  this  House  to  say  whether  he  aces 
not  feel  himself  to  be  a  better  lawyer  at  the 
end  of  a  long  term,  than  at  the  b^iuning.  It 
is  the  circuit  empioymeut^  imposed  upon  the 
Judges  of  England  and  the  United  States,  which 
has  rendered  them  what  they  are.  In  my 
opinion,  both  the  naefnlnesa  and  the  character 
(a  the  Supreme  Oourt  depend  much  upon  its 
oontinuance. 

I  now  approach  what  I  know  will  be  urged  bb 
the  greatest  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill 
— that  it  will  extend  the  number  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Oourt  to  nine,  K  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  required  that  thdr  number 
should  be  increased  to  ten,  I  would  feel  no  ob- 
jection to  such  a  measure.  The  time  has  not 
yet  arrived,  however,  when,  in  my  opinion, 
sneh  a  neoessity  exists.  Glentlemen,  in  oonsid- 
ering  this  sutgeot,  ought  to  take  those  extended 
views  which  belong  to  atatesmen,    When  we 


reflect  upon  the  vast  extent  of  our  oamrtiT,Bl 
the  various  systems  of  law  under  whidi  b 
people  of  the  different  States  are  govemed,  I 
cannot  conceive  that  sine  or  even  Un  jadpi 
are  too  great  a  number  to  oonqHMS  oar  ^po- 
late  tribunal.  That  nnmber  would  affcrd  s  ji- 
dieial  rqiresmtalion  upon  the  btotb  of  cMit 
large  pt^tion  of  the  Union.  Not,  sir,  a  r^n- 
seototion  of  seolitHial  feelings  or  of  tin  par^ 
exdtoDeots  of  the  day,  bi^^  of  that  peoiibK 
^)edes  of  legal  knowledge  neoesetiy  to  adjnfi- 
oate  wisely  upon  the  unrs  of  the  diffant 
States.  For  example,  I  ask  what  judge  nor 
upon  the  beuoh  poeeeesea,  or  can  posses,  t  mis- 
tical knowledge  of  the  laws  of  Lomosul 
Their  system  is  so  peonliar,  that  it  is  alnxat  im- 
possible for  a  man  to  dedde  correctly  Dpcm  d 
oases  arising  under  it,  who  has  never  ben 
practically  aoquunted  with  the  praotioe  of  tbor 
courts.  Increase  the  number  of  judges  toning 
and  yon  will  then  have  them  scattered  thnoj^ 
out  oQ  the  various  portions  of  the  Union,  nt 
streama  of  l^al  knowledge  peculiar  to  the  ff- 
fbrent  States  will  then  flow  totbebenohofllM 
Supreme  Oourt  as  to  a  great  reservmr,  fr« 
whence  they  will  be  distributed  throof^wt 
the  Union.  There  will  then  alwaya  be  «fi- 
oient  local  information  npon  the  bench,  if  I  tn^ 
us©  the  expression,  to  ^tect  all  the  inganim 
EeUades  of  the  bar,  and  to  enable  them  to  i»- 
cide  oorrectiy  npon  local  qnestions.  I  admt, 
if  the  Jndgee  were  confined  to  qipellats  dntia 
alone,  nine  or  ten  wonld  probably  be  teo  gwt 
a  number.  Then  there  might  be  dugv  lt>i( 
some  of  tbem  would  become  mere  noa-fflli- 
ties,  contenting  themselvee  simply  with  mtiq 
aye  or  no  in  tde  m^ority  or  minorirt.  Tb«n 
wonld  then  also  bo  danger  that  the  EwcutiM 
might  select  inefficient  men  for  this  high  ril- 
tion,  who  were  his  personal  fcvoritea,  tiftdr 
ing  their  incapacity  to  be  sliielded  from  pol* 
observation  by  the  splendid  talents  of  »«» « 
the  other  Judges  npon  the  bench-  Under  tat 
present  system  we  have  no  such  danger  to^ 
prehend.  Each  judge  must  now  feel  hiio'' 
personal  responsibility.  He  is  obliged  to  p* 
aide  In  the  courts  throughout  bis  turcoit,  inl 
to  bring  home  the  law  and  the  jnstiije  of  M 
country  to  hia  fellow-dtizens  in  mtk  «  >" 
districts  of  which  it  ia  composed.  M"*lf^ 
pected  from  a  judge  placed  ui  hii  fi^^^ 
tion;  and  he  must  atUJn  to  Uie hi^««»f* 
of  public  opinion  by  which  he  is  jndgM,  <f  if 
cur  the  reproach  of  holding  on  office  to  *>»■ 
he  ia  not  entitled.  No  man  is  BU'«t«ti^^ 
this  oonntry  oan  place  hunadf  abwe  p«« 
opinion. 

Upon  the  aubjeot  of  judicial  ^)poiotDiW»F 
pubho  opinion  haa  always  been  "■'"'^^L 
factious  demogogne,  no  man,  merdy  wo"' 
he  has  sung  hosannaa  to  the  powers  tW"^ 
oan  arrive  at  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Caei. 
The  Executive  himself  will  alwaysw«a^ 
ed  by  the  force  of  public  sentiment,  "J^r 
present  system  continuea,  to  select  J"''^,^ 
that  court  from  the  ahlMt  and  bast  iHu  <■"*" 
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drcnit ;  and  saoh  has  been  the  oonrse  which 
he  has  hitherto  almost  iiiTariablj  porsaed. 
Tere  he  to  pnrsDe  anj  other  he  woiud  inevi- 
tablj  inonr  popular  odiam.  Under  tibe  esuting 
mtem,  there  can  be  no  danger  in  inareasing 
the  nnmber  of  the  jodgea  to  nine.  But  take 
them  from  their  drcnits,  destroT'  their  feeling 
of  persoDal  responnbility  by  removing  them 
from  (he  indepuident  coorta  over  whioh  thej 
now  prende,  and  make  them  merel;  an  aopel- 
late  tribunal,  and  I  admit  there  wonla  be 
danger,  not  onl;  of  improper  appolntmentB,  but 
that  a  portion,  of  them,  in  the  l^ae  of  time, 
might  become  Incompetent  to  distdtarge  the 
dntiee  of  their  station. 

But,  eir,  have  we  no  examples  trf  i^pellate 
eomts  oonriating  of  a  greater  nnmlMr  than 
either  nine  or  ten  jndgea,  whioh  have  been  ap- 
proved b7  expeiienoe  t  The  Senate  of  the  8t^ 
of  New  York  has  always  been  their  court  of 
wpeals;  and,  notwithatanding  they  changed 
their  oonstitntion  a  few  years  ago,  so  much 
were  tbe  people  attached  to  this  ooiirt,  that  it 
nmaina  nuchanged.  In  England,  the  twelve 
judges,  in  fitot,  compose  the  conrt  of  appe^. 
Whenever  the  Honse  of  Lords  sita  in  a  jndidal 
character,  they  are  summoned  to  attend,  and 
their  opinions  are  deoiaive  of  ahuost  every 
qnesticm.  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  aoonrate- 
ly,  hot  I  doabt  whether  the  Honse  of  Lords 
liave  decided  two  oaaea,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  of  the  jndgea,  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
In  England,  there  is  also  the  ooort  of  exchequer 
chamber,  consisting  of  the  twelve  jadges,  and 
BOmetijnes  of  the  lord  chancellor  aUo,  into 
which  such  caosea  may  be  s^jonrned  firom  the 
three  snperior  courts,  as  the  Judges  find  to  be 
difficult  of  decision,  I>ef6re  any  judgment  is 
given  npgn  tiiem  in  the  court  In  wUoh  they 
originated.  The  conrt  of  exchequer  chamber 
is  ^Bo  a  conrt  of  appe^  in  the  strictest  sense 
of  the  word,  in  many  caaea  which  I  shall  not 
take  time  to  ennmerate. 

I  cannot  avoid  believing  that  the  prqndice 
whieh  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen, 
against  increasing  the  number  of  the  judges  of 
the  Sopreme  Oonrt  to  nine,  arises  m>m  the 
circnrostance  that  the  appietiate  conrts  of  the 
different  States  generally  consist  of  a  fewer 
nnmbw.  Bat  is  Uiere  not  a  strikinfc  difference 
between  the  oases?  It  does  not  follow  that 
beoanaa  four  or  five  may  be  a  sufficient  nnmber 
in  a  single  State  where  one  nniform  system  of 
laws  prevails,  nine  or  ten  wonld  be  too  many 
on  tibe  bench  of  the  Supreme  Oourt,  Which  ad- 
ministers the  laws  of  twenty-four  States  and 
decides  qnestiona  arising  nnder  all  the  codes  in 
me  in  the  dvilized  world.  Indeed,  if  four  or 
five  jndgea  be  not  too  many  for  Uie  court  of  ^>- 
peals  in  a  State,  It  is  a  strong  argnment  that 
nine  or  ten  are  not  too  great  a  nnmber  for  the 
oonrt  of  appeals  of  the  Umon.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  ask,  would  it  be  wise  in  this  o<Mnmit- 
tee,  disr^arding  the  voice  of  ezperienoe,  to  de- 
Ktroy  a  system  whioh  has  worked  well  in  prac- 
tioe  fbr  forty  years,  and  resort  to  a  daogerooa 


and  nntried  experiment,  merely  &om  a  vagae 

^prehension  that  nine  jndges  will  destroy  the 
nselblness  and  character  of  that  court,  which 
has  been  raised  by  seven  to  its  present  exalted 
elevation ) 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  objected  to  this  biU,  as 
it  has  l>een  npon  a  former  occasion,  that  the 
present  system  cannot  be  permanent,  and  that, 
ere  long,  the  jndges  of  the  Supreme  Oourt, 
mnst^  from  necessity,  be  withdrawn  from  their 
circuits.  To  this  objection  there  is  a  oonclnsive 
answer.  We  know  that  the  system  is  now 
sa£Qcient  for  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  let 
posterity  provide  for  themselves.  Let  us  not 
establish  conrts  whioh  are  nnneceasary  in  the 
present  day,  because  we  believe  that  hereafter 
they  may  be  required  to  do  the  business  oi  the 
country. 

But,  if  it  were  necessary,  I  believe  it  mlf^t 
be  demonstrated,  that  tenjnstioea  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  will  be  sufficient  to  do  all  the  judicial 
business  of  the  ooun^  which  is  required  of 
them  nnder  the  present  system,  nntil  the 
youngest  member  of  this  House  shall  be  Bleep- 
ing with  his  Mhers.  Six  jadges  have  done  all 
the  business  of  the  States  east  of  the  All^hany 
Uountuns,  ftom  Qie  adoption  of  the  feder^ 
constitution  np  till  this  As.j ;  and  still  their  du- 
ties are  not  laborious.  If  it  shonld  be  deemed 
proper  by  Oongress,  these  fifteen  Eastern  States 
mignt  be  arranged  into  five  circuits  instead  of 
six,  npon  the  oocnrreuoe  of  the  next  vacancy  in 
any  of  them,  without  the  least  inconvenience 
eiUier  to  the  judges  or  to  the  people ;  and  thus 
it  would  be  rendered  unnecessary  to  increase 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  beyond  nine, 
even  aft«r  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Ar- 
kansas Into  the  Union.  The  bnsmess  of  the 
federal  oourt^  except  in  a  few  States,  will  prob- 
ably ino-ease  but  little  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
One  branch  of  it  must,  before  many  years,  be 
entirely  topped  away.  I  allude  to  the  contro- 
versies between  citizens  of  the  same  State  olum- 
ing  lands  nnder  grants  from  difi'erent  Statee, 
TMs  will  greatW  Himiniah  their  business  both 
in  TwmwBCo  (md  Kentucky.  Besides,  the  State 
tribunals  will  generally  be  preferred  by  aliens 
and  by  dtiems  of  other  States  for  the  mere  re- 
covery of  debta,  on  acoonnt  of  their  supeii(» 
expedition. 

I  ^onld  here  close  my  remarks,  if  it  were 
not  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
conunittee  for  a  fbw  minutes  to  the  details  of 
the  bill.  And  here  permit  me  to  express  my 
ru^t  that  my  friend  from  Kentuo^  (Mr. 
Wioxum)  has  thought  proper  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  add  three,  mstead  of  two,  jndges 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  Had  a  m^ority  of  tiie 
Committee  on  the  Jndidary  believed  ten  judges, 
instead  of  nine,  to  be  necessary,  I  should 
have  yielded  my  opinion,  as  I  did  npon  a  for- 
mer occaMon,  and  given  the  bill  my  support  in 
the  House.  This  I  should  have  done,  to  pre- 
vent division  among  its  friends,  believing  it  to 
be  a  mere  question  of  time :  for  ten  wul  be- 
o(Hae  neeeaaaiy  in  a  fyw  yean,  anlesa  the  nam* 
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ber  of  the  Eastern  oircniU  should  be  rednoed 
to  five. 

rBere  Hr.  Wiooirra  asked  if  it  were  in 
order  to  refbr  to  his  amendment,  as  it  was  not 

yet  before  the  conunittee.] 

Ur.  Btjoeuiui  said  he  woold  not  ftirQieT 
refer  to  it  at  preeent.  The  bill  proposes  to  ore- 
ate  one  new  droait  out  of  Mississippi,  the  east- 
ern district  of  Loniaiana,  and  the  Boothern  dis- 
trict of  Alabama.  Nature  has  united  these 
three  districts.  They  cannot  be  ee^ated 
witboat  Tiolence.  There  is  a  oonminnicAtion 
by  wster,  between  Natchat,  New  Orleans,  and 
Mobile,  the  places  at  which  the  circuit  courts 
will  be  held  for  the  whole  distance,  which  is 
always  safe  and  expeditions.  No  other  ar- 
rangement oonld  have  been  made,  nnless  Ala- 
bama had  been  connected  with  Tennessee ;  and 
that  wonld  have  been  extremely  inconvenient. 
I  have  a  certificate  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment in  my  posses^n,  stating  the  ^sUnoe 
(torn  Nsahville  to  Mobile,  to  be  Ibnr  hnndred 
and  thirty-nine  miles.  The  road  is  not  good, 
the  streams  are  not  bridged,  and  it  passes 
throogh  a  new  comitry,  and  part  of  the  way 
through  an  Indian  nation.  In  order  to  attend 
the  circuit  oonrt  at  Hobile,  the  Judge  wonld  be 
compelled  to  travel  over  this  rosd,  fi^un  a 
healthy  Into  a  sickly  climate,  twice  in  each 
year,  a  total  distance  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-six  miles ;  and  thi^  when  he 
oonld  reach  Mobile,  either  from  Natchei  or 
New  Orleans,  by  water,  in  two  or  three  days. 

The  circnit  conrt  cannot  be  reraoved  from 
Uobile,  and  placed  nearer  to  Nashville.  It  is 
there  Uiat  admiralty  and  maritime  causes  arise, 
and  must  be  decided  in  the  district  court,  from 
which  an  appeal  is  allowed  to  the  circuit  conrt. 
It  is  at  that  commercial  point  the  oitisens  of 
Alabama  cbieSy  come  into  contact  in  their 
commercial  transactions  with  the  citizens  of 
other  States,  and  with  foreigners ;  and  there 
the  chief  civil  business  of  the  oironit  oonrt  must 
arise.  Bat,  above  all,  it  is  there,  near  the 
verge  of  the  Gulf  of  Ifexioo,  where  offences 
against  the  United  States  committed  np<m  the 
high  seas  must  be  tried  and  punished. 

Eentncky  and  Temiessee,  ander  this  bill, 
compose  tlie  other  new  circuit ;  and  however 
reluctant  these  States  may  be  to  go  together,  I 
do  not  perceive  how  they  can  be  separated, 
without  imposing  more  labor  npoo  some  one  of 
the  Western  Judges  than  he  ought  to  be  called 
upon  to  perform. 

In  regard  to  the  other  Western  circuit,  con- 
sisting of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Dlinois,  and  Uissouri, 
I  admit  that  it  will  embrace  a  large  extent  of 
territory.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  it  cannot 
be  avoided.  We  ought,  however,  to  conmder 
that  if  the  Judge  sliall  be  compeUed  to  travel 
mnch,  a  great  part  of  it  will  be  by  water.  He 
will  have  but  little  hnsiness  to  transact  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  it  is  composed,  except 
Ohio.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  ere  toiw  pobho 
convenience  will  suggest  the  removal  of  the  cir- 
cuit ooorts  of  Ohio,  ludiuu,  and  lUinoia  frmn 


the  seats  of  Government  of  those  StaU*  (u  th 
Ohio  Biver ;  and  I  am  at  a  Ion  to  cweain  uj 
good  reason  why  the  circuit  court  of  IGamil 
dionld  not  be  hdd  at  St.  Lonia 

After  all,  I  regret  that  necewity  his  on- 
pelted  the  Committee  on  the  Jsdkdsiy  tan- 
port  a  bill,  which,  if  it  dionld  pass,  will  impm 
so  much  travel  cm  thejndgeof  thesereatlidr 
ooit  No  man  would  be  moredisnosedkin- 
Heve  that  diatjsguished  individosl  from  ra- 
necessaiy  labor  ^an  myself,  I  feel  confidot 
he  will  never  complain.  The  man  who,  b;  the 
exertion  of  great  ability,  inoessant  Islior,  nd 
nntiring  perseverance,  brought  the  Post  Office 
Department  from  chaos  into  order,  vill  senr 
shrmk  from  the  performance  of  any  dot;  n- 
qoired  of  him  by  his  coimtry. 

Another  remark,  and  I  have  done.  This  til 
does  Dot  provide  a  ciromt  court  for  the  vtsin 
district  of  Lonisiana,  and  the  northern  dittriit 
of  Alabama.  lathis  respect,  these  district!  si 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  Uwnotfr' 
em  distnct  of  New  York,  the  western  dlAiit 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  wsotem  distrid  i 
Virginia.  I  poasesano  actnal  infbrmstioeca- 
oerning  the  amount  of  bnmneas  in  the  Drafixn 
district  of  Alabama ;  bnt  from  its  poiiikD  H 
cannot  be  ^reat  I  have  the  best  bifonnilica 
tliat  there  is  bnt  littie  business  in  the  wesM 
district  of  Loniriana.  At  dl  events,  ntil^ 
Louiriana  nor  Alabama  will  cotnplwa,  'ix* 
they  are  placed  upon  Vaa  same  feMiDg  wtt 
New  Yorl^  Pennsylvania,  and  Tliginii. 

Tdbsdat,  January  IS. 
Dtttribution  qf  PuHie  lands. 
The  House  resumed  the  oonaideratian  of  tin 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Hubt  on  the  ITtt  D*- 
oember  ultimo. 

The  question  reonired  on  agreong  t»W 
member  or  portion  thereof  which  is  eontita* 
in  the  followi--      - ■' 


The  question  was  Uiien  put,  will  tii«  &«" 
agree  to  that  member  or  portion  (^  tb«  ■> 
resolution  which  is  contained  in  tbe  tdHofH 
words:  "and  internal  improvemffitrssd* 
cided  as  follows ;  yeas  92 — nays  0i. 

The  question  was  then  pnt.  Will  the  Bi» 
agree  to  that  member  or  portion  of  »id  i"*" 
lation  which  is  ooutoined  in  the  foll<>*>( 
words :  "  in  proportion  to  the  repressotsiiM" 
each  in  the  House  of  BepreeenUtive^  ** 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  olherwiMr  •* 
decided  as  follows :  yeas  117-^iays  7S. 

So  the  first,  second,  and  fi>iirth  dmdIMi 
of  the  Mid  resolution  were  agreed  to  IT* 
House,  and  the  third  member  tbererf  «■*  '*' 
Jeotad. 

The  resolutiMi  agreed  tobythe  How** 
fUkiws: 
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"  BaolMd,  TtMt  k  Select  OonsdUee  b«  •ppobted 
t  inquire  toto  the  eipediencr  of  troropritdng  tbs 
et  piooeads  of  the  nla  of  the  pablic  Uad*  mmong 
lie  MTcnl  SUtea  knd  Territonei  for  the  pntpooe 
t  ediMfttioo,  in  proportion  to  the  TeprewDtatioa  of 
ach  ia  tha  House  of  BeprewntatiTes ;  with  leave 
>  report  bj  bill  or  otherwiM." 


WKDinai>i.T,  Janiur^  30. 

The  Hooae  then  again  went  into  Oonunittee 
t  the  Whole  tm  the  state  of  the  Uiiioii,  Mr. 
fiKBKBLSNa  in  the  chur,  and  took  up  the  hill 
0  alter  and  extend  the  Jadlciaiy  ajstem. 

Ur.  Stbono-  rose,  and  oondoded  hia  argnment 
B  support  of  hIa  amendmenL 

[T&e  remarks  of  Mr.  Stbofo  were  to  the 
nUowUigeSbot:] 

ICr.  SiBORa  Bud,  that,  on  moat  oooaalona,  he 
raa  content  to  give  a  silent  rote :  but  on  the 
raeent  aaly'eat,  so  important  in  its  oharaotar 
od  eonaeqnenoe^  and  holding  the  opinions  he 
id  in  regard  to  tL  he  hoped  a  depaitore  from 
jia  aocDstomed  role  wonM  not  be  deemed  Im- 

llie  amendment  which  I  h^ve  submitted, 
said  Mr.  S.,)  the  committee  will  reooUeot, 
iroposes  to  transfer  ail  the  powers  and  dntiea 
f  the  mroutt  courts  to  tne  several  district 
onrta  of  the  United  States,  and  to  require  the 
QBticea  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  heiog  thus  re- 
leved  from  their  tdrcuit  dutiea,  to  hold  annnal- 
f  two  or  more  terms  of  that  conrL  To  avoid 
mbarraasment  in  diaonsring  the  prinoiple  npon 
rhlch  the  plui  depends,  I  have  pnrpoaelf  omit- 
ed  some  neoeaaai;  providona.  Theae,  how- 
iver,  should  the  plan  m  adopted,  may  be  readily 
applied,  either  here,  or  by  sending  the  anbject 
iKck  to  the  Oomnittee  on  the  Jndici&ir.  This 
mendment  opens  the  whole  field  of  debate. 
t  does  mora.  Oontrsated  with  the  Ull,  it  pre- 
enta  plainly  the  two  great  alternative^  either 
o  go  on  increasing  the  number  of  the  Justices 
if  the  Bnpreme  Court,  for  the  performanoe 
olely  of  mere  Incidental  and  soboidinate  da- 
lea,  or  to  require,  in  another  fbrm,  and  of 
theis,  the  performance  of  those  duties.  It 
Bama  clear  to  me  tliat  the  federal  Jndidary 
inat  be  o^aidied  npon  the  one  or  the  other  of 
beM  nrdinal  prindplea. 

The  hoDoraiue  oluririnan,  Ofr.  Boohakih,) 
fter  having  desati)ed,  in  fresh  colors,  the  d» 
Tiralions  and  wants  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mis- 
onri,  Alabama,  Hisussippi,  and  LoniMana,  eon- 
anded  that  the  cironit  oonrt  vrstem  ought  to 
e  extended  to  those  new  States,  in  order  that 
hey  might  be  pat  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
be  older  States  of  the  Union.  I  have  awnitted 
h»t  the  benefita  of  the  Judiciary  ought  to  be 
iatribnted  equally  among  the  twenty-four 
Catea.  But,  ^,  does  the  bill  do  this!  It 
lasrly  does  noL  It  makes  no  provision  fur 
jtTingoneof  the  jnaticeaof  tha  Supreme  Oonrt 
xdd  a  oironit  oonrt  in  the  northern  distriote  of 


New  York  and  of  Alabama,  or  in  the  western 
distriola  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Louisi- 
ana. Theee  are  left  with  distriot  oourts  only  j 
and  this  is  oertunly  the  more  remarkable,  aa 
two  of  these  dirtriota  are  in  the  States  for 
whoae  beneilt  and  relief  we  are  nrged  to  pass 
the  present  bill.  Without  stopping,  thereJore, 
to  inquire  into  the  praotioBl  operaUon  of  the 
plui  which  the  honorable  gentleman  proposes, 
it  is  apparent,  on  the  fsoe  of  it,  that  it  does  not 
do  eqnal  Jnatioe. 

But  we  are  again  earnestly  entreated  by  the 
hontxable  gentleman  (Mr,  B.)  to  pass  this  bill, 
becanse  the  dedsions  of  the  district  court  in 
the  districts  to  which  the  drouit  court  system 
has  not  been  extended,  are,  in  oertun  oaaea, 
final  and  condnsive  npon  the  proper^  and  lifs 
ofthedtiien.  If  there  be  any  thing  hard  or  un- 
merdflilin  this,  the  remedy  ia  easy,  and  ahonld 
be  tilled  without  delay.  We  should  at  onoe 
give  an  appeal  in  those  oases,  directly  to  the 
SupremeOoDrtoftheUnitedBtates.  ThiswoDli 
obviaxe  the  evil,  and  is  one  answw  to  the  argu- 
ment. The  bill,  however,  is  exceedingly  objeo- 
tionable  fbr  another  reason ;  it  is  partial  and  nn- 
equaL  It  withholds  the  dronitcourt  system  frum 
five  large  distri^  and  thna  leaves  the  proper^ 
and  lives  of  the  dtizens  in  these  districts  at  tlM 
meroy  of  district  court  judges-^thereb^  entail- 
ing npon  a  larae  portitm  of  onr  feUow-dtizMu  the 
very  evils  whion  the  genUemui  so  eloquently 
deprecated.  Ko  such  objection  exists  against 
the  plan  I  have  proposed.  It  removes  all  these 
evils ;  it  presents  an  equal  and  nniforiD  sjatm ; 
it  ofuries  this  equality  and  uniformity  into 
every  part  of  Uie  Union. 

If  I  did  not  misapprehend  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, he  seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
bill  involved  no  new  principle,  that  It  merely 
extended  the  preeeni  dnntit  oonrt  system, 
which  he  told  ns  had  been  sanctioned  1^  long 
ezpwience.  ffir,  plans  may  a[ipear  the  same 
on  paper,  and  yet  widely  difi^  in  prindple  and 
practical  raanlts.  Had  he  proposed  to  increase 
the  number  of  the  iostices  of  the  Bnpreme 
Oonrt  to  one  hundreo,  instead  of  nine,  and  to 
create  a  new  drcuit  for  each,  would  not  the 
oommittea  have  instantly  perceived  that  the 
plan,  tboDj^  the  same  to  the  eye,  was  founded 
np<m  a  new  prindple,  and  for  the  attainment 
of  parposea  different  from  those  which  the 
framera  <t(  the  present  drcnit  court  system 
dedptedt  It  appesn  to  me  that  the  bill  oon- 
taine  a  new  prlnaplsL  I  mar  be  wrong.  And 
should  the  committee  think  I  am  wrong,  still  I 
hope  they  win  bear  with  me,  while  I  state 
some  of  toe  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  the 
conclusion,  that,  by  pasdng  the  bill,  we  shall 
not  only  d^Mrt  from  the  old,  hut  shall  adopt  a 
new  B^tem,  highly  dangerous  in  its  character 
and  consequences. 

The  duties  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  are  of  two  distinct  kinds.  One  kind  con- 
sists of  those  duties  which  ^w  out  of  the 
original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  coort, 
and  which  they  mus^  and  they  only  can,  par- 
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fomi.  These,  therefore,  &re  their  prinoipal 
duties  The  other  iiai  conaiats  of  those  datieg 
which  OongresB  has,  from  time  to  time,  im- 
posed upon  them,  bj  reijDiring  tliem  to  hold 
drcdit  oonrts.  These  duties  are  performed  bj 
them,  not  aa  jaBtioes  of  the  8api«me  Oonrt,  but 
as  judgea,  of  an  anomtdoos  cnaraoter.  These 
dntieB  caa  und  mty  be  performed  iij  otiiers, 
Thej  are,  in  fact,  now  performed  by  some  one 
or  other  of  the  district  oonrt  judges.  It  eeems, 
therefore,  too  plain  to  be  oontroTerted,  that 
these  daties  are  merely  and  whollf  inddental 
aitd  snbordlnste  to  their  principal  daties. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  chairman,  that  we 
ODKht  not  to  resort  to  independent  circuit  oonrts 
and  jadfes,  if  a  better  plan  can  be  devised. 
Still,  I  think  the  circnit  oomt  system  less  ob- 
jectionable than  the  plan  proposed  b^  the  bill ; 
and  the  plan  I  have  submitted  less  objection- 
able than  either,  becanse  it  is  simple,  cheaper, 
more  efficient,  and  more  uniform.  Bat  I  can- 
not agree  with  him,  that  the  prejodioea  of  the 
people  against  the  old  system  of  I80I  still 
exist  Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  the  men,  or  the 
motiveB,  or  the  measores  of  that  day,  except 
from  history.  I  am  no  advocate  of  that  system ; 
it  will  not  do  for  the  present  day ;  it  lived  but 
a  year,  and  I  will  not  open  its  graven  nor  distnrb 
its  ashes.  By  recnrring,  however,  to  the  his- 
tory of  that  stormy  period,  the  committee,  I 
think,  will  find  that  that  system  was  abolished, 
not  becanse  it  proved  to  be  intrinsioally  or 
practically  wrong,  bnt  becanse  the  people 
tliongbt  sneh  a  nomber  of  jndgea  nnneceasary 
and  bnrdensome.  Bo  in  the  present  case.  Is 
not  the  honorable  gentleman  in  danger  c^  fall- 
ing into  the  same  difficnltyT  Is  not  his  plan 
obnorioufl  to  the  same  objections?  Are  nine 
justices  of  the  Snpreme  Court  necessary  t  They 
are  not  for  the  secnrity  of  the  conatitntioDB,  or 
laws,  or  liberty  of  the  conntry.  As  their  num- 
bers are  increased,  their  individnal  responsi- 
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Bnt  fu!  the  purposes  of  justice  will  be  readily 
and  equally  attuned  by  adopting  the  plan  which 
tiie  amendment  proposes.  Sbonld  experience 
prove  that  intermetiiate  courts  are  convenient 
and  desirable,  they  may  be  easily  formed  of 
the  district  court  judges,  without  at  all  diBtnrb- 
ing  the  harmony  or  nniformity  of  the  system. 
There  are  now  twenty-seven  district  judges, 
and  thirty-two  or  three  distriota.  Courts  may 
be  organized,  composed  of  three  of  these  judges. 
Tsike  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  for  example. 
They  are  divided  into  three  districts,  and  have 
three  judges.  It  is  so  also  with  Femisylvania 
and  BeJaware.  In  ibis  way,  nine  oonrte  may 
be  organized,  with  appell^  JoriscUodon,  or 
with  the  Jurisdiction  which  the  present  circnit 
eonrts  possess,  with  the  merit  of  embracing  alt 
the  States,  and  of  prodndng  entire  equality 
among  ad,  without  the  appointment  of  a  ungle 
new  judge. 


(tf  thejoMioMoftlH 
finpreme  Court  from  the  drcmt  Bonrt^  dw 
honorable  chunnan  strongly  ot^eotcd,  Waw 
in  that  event,  the  justioes  mi^t  beouneidbi 
rusty,  and  corrupt  These  are  not  the  tcnst  it 
used ;  bnt  if  I  did  not  mistake  the  deaign  ef  Idi 
remarlu,  these  were,  in  hisjudgmenttbe  prd>- 
able  consequences  which  might  flow  from  vitt  . 
drawing  the  jostioes  from  the  drcnits. 

The  ezistW  pr^ndioea  upon  this  snlnect 
cannot  be  the  muts  of  experience.  Tliia  t"*^ 
in  r^ard  to  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the  liiuttt 
States,  has  never  been  fairly  tried.  And  tkt 
experience  of  State  oonrta,  in  this  respect,  liE 
be  found  to  have  little  ^plication  to  tb«  cm 
beforeue.  I  readily  admit  that  the juticM of 
the  Supreme  Court  will  derive  some  tdviB- 
t^eafrtim  attending  the  oireotis,  Bntlctnit 
a£nit  that  those  advantages,  be  they  whsttli«r 
may,  will  ooontcrv^  the  evils  rfinawaringfti 
number  of  Instiees  on  the  bendi,  or  thit  lliqr 
will  be  sucn  as  the  honorable  gentlemaii  Ap- 
posed. It  b  trae,  that  ridhis  tlie  eirenili  wiD 
keep  them  from  idleness.  So  will  tr»d&( 
for  any  other  pnrpoee.  So  tlie  time  thni  em- 
ployed, if  applied  in  examining  the  laws  of  tki 
oonntry,  will  not  only  keep  them  from  growing 
idle  and  rusty,  but  will  nuke  them  ablw  UTV* 
and  better  Judges. 

The  same  advantages,  moreover,  will  n^ 
fivm  attending  the  different  terms  of  the  81- 
preroe  Conrt,  if  my  amendment  be  idoplfd. 
But  they  are  to  learn  the  laws  and  pncticMirf 
the  States,  by  holding  the  oirouit  courts  I  Bo* 
is  this  to  be  donel  Is  it  by  traveniiijll* 
States  in  stage  coaches  or  steamboatet  Ora 
this  knowledge  to  be  acquired  from  the  unli>' 
diction  of  lawyers  doring  tie  trial  ot  a  (»ni»t 
To  what  extent  t  Is  the  circuit  judge  to  lUui 
a  profound  knowledge  of  all  the  laws,  ai^f*i 
and  practice  of  the  States  in  which  h«  b<W 
and  while  he  is  holding  his  court!  This  t» 
not  be  pretended.  It  ^ipeara  to  me,  tbenfn 
that,  to  sustain  thisa}^ument,itmnstbe>lion 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  lav  or  the  pmsv 
thus  acquired  at  the  circuits,  be  it  m"'*? 
Uttle,  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other  W,  •» 
that,  without  it,  the  Supreme  Coort  ttatt 
come  to  a  just  dedsion  upon  cansee  broDgiit^ 
from  the  oironit  oonrts.  The  honorsbie  |«* 
man,  in  support  of  his  Brgnmant,iefen«dl(itH 
Supreme  Court  of  England,  and  seemed  U  a* 
dude  that,  as  the  jnstioes  of  that  court  *A 
ated  by  performing nUiprivi  dotitt* 
would  be  alike  benefited  by  perfx^ 
cironit  oonrt  dnties.  Sir,  to  judge  of  this  i* 
ter  rightly,  we  must  attend  to  the  &0IS  in  "^ 
two  oases.  What  are  they?  The  8n)W»' 
Court  of  England  has  no  Jurisdiction  of  em 
or  of  admiralty  oansw.  The  Snprune  Ovutti 
the  United  States  has  jurisdiction  of  mitwi* 
Uw  and  m  equity,  and  ot  admiralty  sad  »« 
timecanses.  In  England,  there  is  but  raw  «** 
stitntion  of  Government.  In  the  Coited  ott"J 
there  are  twenty-five  distinot  oonstitationi" 
Qoveniment.    There,  one  code  of  rtilnte  l« 


DBBATB8  OF  G0N0BE8S. 


Aurcur,  ISSD.] 


[H-o 


prevails.  Here,  there  are  twentf-flve  different 
codes  of  statate  law.  There,  we  find,  vith 
trifling  exoeptioDs,  but  one  Bysteiu  of  common 
Ikw.  Here,  we  find  twenty -four  sjstema  of  tbe 
common  law,  eaob  varjing  from  tha  other. 
There,  tiie  mlee  of  practioe  and  the  law  of  evi- 
denoe  are  the  same  In  all  her  oonrte  of  niti  prhu. 
Here,  the  mles  of  proolioe  and  the  law  of  evi- 
denoe  are  different  in  ever/  cinmlt  oonrt  in  the 
Uoion.  TFbatneztt  Wl^.thejoaUoeaof  the 
Bnpreme  Oonrt  of  England,  when  in  oonralta- 
tion,  e<Mnpare  the  knowledge  which  each  has 
aoqnired,  of  the  same  oonatitDtlon  and  laws  and 
practice,  and  bf  which  each  has  been  always 
and  ererj  where  governed.  Bat  when  the 
jnstioea  of  our  Sapreme  Oonrt  are  in  oonsnlta- 
Mao,  is  it  BO  with  them  I  It  is  not — because 
the  loo^  oonstttntioaB  and  laws  and  practioes  are 
not  the  gamelnanytwoof  theiroircnitg.  Now, 
aooording  to  the  argnment,  the  justice  allotted 
to  one  oirooit  is  sapposed  to  re];  npon  his 
brother  Justice  for  informstnon  as  to  what  the 
law,  or  the  practice,  in  each  particular  case,  is 
in  another  circnit  Bot,  tf  each  jnstioe  ^la- 
■Mses  a  thoroagh  knowledge  of  tJie  whole  law 
of  the  case,  then  snoh  information  will  not  be 
songht  or  reanired,  and  the  decision  of  the  case 
wiUbe  the  judgment  of  the  oonrt.  Whereas, 
if  tliia  sort  of  information  be  material  and  neoes- 
aary,  then  the  dedMon  of  the  ooae  is  no  longer 
the  Judgment  of  the  oonrt,  bnt  of  a  single  mem- 
ber of  uie  oonrt. 

The  honorable  oh^rman  apprehended  that 
the  insticee,  if  withdrawn  &om  the  oironits, 
would  probably  come  to  the  dty  of  Waahinp- 
ton  to  reside,  where  they  might  possibly,  in 
fiitnre  time,  become  oormpt  Sir,  if  I  thooght 
tiiat  the  political  influences  of  the  day  wonld 
act  more  strongly  upon  them,  than  upon  other 
men  here,  I  shoold  agree  with  them.  Bnt  is 
there  danger  that  ccrmption  will  insinuate  its 
way  into  the  bosom  of  the  oonrt  t  If  so  where 
la  it  most  likely  to  eS^t  its  purpose?  Is  it 
here,  when  the  eye  of  the  nation  is  continnslly 
npon  them,  and  where  the  concurrence  of  three 
or  fbnr,  at  least,  is  neoeessry  to  decide  a  oanse ; 
or  at  the  (dronits,  where  tbey  may  be  taken  in 
deb^  one  by  on&  and  where,  too,  both  the 
jffoperty  and  the  life  of  the  citizen  may  depend 
upon  thededsionof  aungleurouitjudgel 

I  very  much  regret  one  remark  wbloh  fell 
from  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  was  schtv  to 
hear  him  invoke,  in  advanoet  tlie  public  indig- 
nation upon  the  oonrt,  l^  eWaoterizing  it  as 
fUhninatbig  its  decrees  from  a  dark  and  vaolted 
chamber,  declaring  State  laws  nnoonstitntiona]. 
Wherefore  utter  a  doubt  as  to  the  exercise  of 
powars  which  are  dearly  constitutional  t 
Wherefore  seem  to  impugn  the  members  of  a 
court  JnsQy  distinguished,  as  well  for  their 
learning  and  integrity,  as  for  their  republican 


busal  t  It  is  the  only  strong  barner  between 
armed  power  and  the  unarmed  citizen.  It 
ahonld   be   oantiondy   touched.      Sir,   much 


handling  soils  the  whiteness  of  the  ermine,  as 
it  dims  the  Instre  of  fine  ^old.  And  though  it 
do  not  destroy,  it  deeply  u^ures. 

The  lumorsble  genueman  gives  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  did  not  deny  this  high  power  to 
the  court,  of  deciding  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  laws.  I  know,  sir,  he  did  not.  But 
his  language  implied  that  the  exercise  of  it  was 
odious.  It  is  of  that  I  complain.  What  is 
doabted,  soon  comes  to  be  denied.  Is  not  this 
great  power  indispensable  to  our  safety  t  And 
uso,  ought  it  to  be  impuredt  Suppose  Oon- 
grees  should  suspend  the  writ  of  hdbea*  eotyat, 
when  there  was  no  wsr,  nor  insuTTeotion,  nor 
rebellion — in  a  time  of  profound  peao&  and 
when  every  man  would  admit  the  sospennon  to 
be  nuconstitational  ?  An  innocent  citizen  is 
arbitrarily  seized  and  imprisoned ;  what  redress 
has  he)  Will  he  come  to  Congress  fbr  it) 
Oongresa  is  his  oppressor.  Wbere  then  must 
he  got  He  must  go  to  tbis  same  "dark  and 
vanlted  chamber."  There  is  no  other  pown" 
that  can  open  his  prison  doors  and  set  him  free. 
Again — suppose  a  State  Iiegialatura  should  re- 
vive the  old  law  of  attainder,  or  make  buik 
bill&  for  example,  a  legal  tender,  instead  of 
"gold  or  silver)"  Where  else  than  to  this 
oonrt  can  the  citizen  go,  for  the  protection  of  his 
property,  and  his  blood )  Bnt  if  the  war  be 
carried  further,  as  it  might  be,  and  a  State  Gov- 
enunent  should  wantonly  attaint  f^eral  officers 
— end  the  Federal  Qovemment  should  arbitrap 
rily  imprison  State  officers,  who  oonld  stay  the 
stnfe,  and  redress  the  wrong,  bnt  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  7  It  is  the  constitational  jndge,  and  there 
is  none  else.  The  court  may  sometimes  err. 
Bnt  what  then)  Shall  we  destroy  all  req>ect 
for  it,  by  direct  or  implied  charges  of  usurpa- 
tion} Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  fear  wbicb 
leads  some  to  tblnk  that  the  court  may  wanton- 
ly abuse  or  nsnrp  power,  rests  npon  no  good 
fotmdation.  The  Jnatioes  are  liable  to  impeach- 
ment If  tbey  wantonly  abase  their  high  tniBt, 
they  may  be  impeached,  and  torned  out  of  office. 
This  is  a  strong  security.  Bnt  there  is  still  ft 
stronger,  Oongreas  osn  at  any  time  diminish, 
or  wholly  take  away,  their  appellate  Jniisdic- 
tion;  and  thus  leave  them  nearly  powerless. 
Suppose,  however,  tliat  we  had  not  this  seon- 
rity.  Will  adding  to  their  number  increase 
their  responsibility,  or  diminish  their  power,  or 
prevent  error  in  Judgment)    Directly  the  con- 

Sbonld  my  amendment  be  adopted,  the  per- 
manent residence  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  at  the  dty  of  Washington  wonld  not  be  a 
thing  of  course.  There  would  be  no  neceeri^ 
fbr  it.  But  suppose  they  sbonld  come  to  thu 
city  to  reside,  could  they  not  acquire  as  much 
valuable  information  from  the  lawyers,  and 
Judges,  and  other  citizens,  who  resort  to  tlds 
place,  from  the  several  States,  as  they  conld 
obtun  while  on  their  oircnita)  Beudes,  if  it 
requires  any  eye  to  watch  over  them,  would 
they  not  be  subjected  here  to  the  severe  scru- 
tiny of  the  Preadent,  the  Senate,  and  the  im- 
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mediate  representatives  of  the  people  t  I^ 
however,  the  residence  of  the  jnatioea  at  Wasli- 
Ingtoa  be  objeotjonable,  It  affords  an  additdonal 
reason  for  bavine  two  or  three  terms  a  year 
of  the  Sapreme  Ooort,  instead  of  one.  If  one 
term  of  the  court  be  held  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  one  or  two  other  terms  be  held  at 
one  or  two  of  the  foUowin^  places,  namely,  Cin- 
cinnati, PhiladelidiiA,  or  Nev  York,  soma  of  the 
advantagea  wonld  be  obvioDB.  It  would  re- 
move the  objection,  if  there  be  any  thing  in  it, 
Siioet  tlie  joatdces  rending  at  any  one  place. 
ey  would  natnraUy  reude  at  different  places 
about  the  oonntry  as  they  now  do.    It  wonld 

r vent  delay,  and  make  joatioe  more  prompt, 
the  frequency  of  the  terms.  It  woold  be  a 
great  accommodation  to  anitors,  by  the  great 
saving  of  time  and  espenae  to  thvm.  It  wonld 
carry  the  comt  home  to  the  people,  and  among 
Ihepeople.  8ir,Iagree  tliat  iudgea, to  be  good 
Jndgea,  should  be  employed,  and  constantly 
employed.  Bat  it  is  the  employment  of  Uie 
mind  that  makes  the  judge.  It  is  the  time  spent 
in  the  study,  in  the  acqmBition  of  legal  soiencs, 
and  not  in  stages,  in  traversing  the  coontry,  that 
makes  the  profound  Jnriat.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  business  the 
court  now  has  to  do.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  it  might  all  be  done  in  six 
weeks  or  two  months.  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  too  low  an  estimate.  Bnt,  whatever  the 
fiu>t  may  be,  it  is  very  easy  to  give  the  ooort 
enough  to  do.  By  simpljr  extending  the  right 
of  appeal,  there  would  soon  be  enough  for  the 
conrt  to  do. 

Uy  conviction  is  thorongh,  tliat  the  tustioea 
of  the  Snpreme  Gonrt  ought  to  be  witndrawn 
from  the  circuits.  I  see  no  other  way  to  main- 
tain the  integrity  of  the  court,  which  I  deem 
not  more  essential  to  its  safety  than  to  its  use- 
foloess.  Think  of  it  as  we  may,  still  this  high 
tribunal  occupies  tlie  neutral  ground  between 
the  twenty-five  governments  and  the  people. 
Ifo  matter  whether  the  oppression  or  the  wrong 
proceed  from  the  federal  or  from  a  State  gov- 
ernment. Unoontrolled  power  is  the  enemy  of 
liberty,  and  the  people's  tyrant  It  is,  there- 
fore, between  the  governments  and  the  govern- 
ed, between  the  powers  and  the  duties  of  the 
people's  agents,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  people  themselves,  t£at  this  court  is  the 
oonstitotiooal  jndge.  and  the  solo  Judge,  And 
he  asBomes  a  learM  responmbility  who  impairs 
this  last  and  strongest  citadel,  to  which  man 
can  flee  for  the  protection  of  iiberty  or  life. 

ySi.  Polk  next  rose.  He  said  that,  in  eon- 
ridering  the  bill  now  before  the  committee,  and 
the  amendment  offered  as  a  sabstitute  for  it  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had  just 
resumed  his  seat,  he  perfectly  agreed  both  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndieiary 
and  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
whatever  the  jndicial  system  of  the  United 
States  be,  it  should  be  uniform ;  that  the  in- 
ferior Judicial  tribunals,  however  organised,  and 
with  whatever  jurisdiction  and  power  it  was 


deemed  wise  to  invest  them,  is  well  a  lis 
mode  of  administeriDg  justice,  ihonld  bt  tbi 
same  in  every  portion  ot  the  Uniaa.  If  (i^ 
Mi.  p.)  "  (he  oilizens  of  each  State  shaB  Un- 
titled to  all  privile^^  and  immmuliM  d  e&- 
aens  in  the  several  Slates, "  and  if  the  Bt^M  in 
entitled  to  be  governed  (as  far  aa  Qiis  Ocraih 
ment  can  le^timately  extend  its  aoUunitr)  lijr 
eqna)  and  imiform  laws^  operating  alike  npoa 
eveiy  portion  of  the  country,  it  is  difGenll  M 
perceive  upon  what  principle  it  is  that  the  ju- 
dicial system  extended  to  one  portiw  of  tht 
TTnion  ahoold  be  withheld  from  another.  M 
the  States  are  equal  in  point  of  dignity  uAit 
rights.  The  pnneiples  of  this  bill  I  prefer  ta 
the  amendment,  thoo^  I  am  not  mitiraly  at- 
iaSed  with  either.  The  bill  proposes  no  xw 
system,  bat  an  extension  of  tne  M  tm,  kaf 
enjoyed  by  the  Atlantic  States,  to  the  Wettan 
oonntry.  I  could  liave  vrldied  that  its  pmi- 
sions  had  not  only  extended  the  syitaa,  M 
have  made  it  the  same  in  all  Uie  States.  "Qt 
West  asks  this ;  and  ia  her  request  nnrewD- 
able  t  In  the  Atlontio  States  Ihme  ia  do  «■■ 
pjalnt  There  shoold  be  none  in  the  ant 
Western  States.  Yonr  judidary  ooght  to  o- 
pand  itself  with  the  growth  and  popnlatioii  rf 
the  oonntry.  The  system  whicn  has  bMi 
tested  by  tne  experience  of  forty  yeore  ia  tin 
Atlantic  States,  and  which  was  ad^itsd  to  am 
oondildon  in  oor  infrmcy,  has  not  been  ealtfgtd 
so  as  to  suit  us  in  our  manhood.  WebaTScnl- 
grown  the  garment  that  Ihen  fitted  u,  udit 
IS  now  too  smalL  Six  of  the  Western  BOM 
are  wholly  without  the  benefit  of  the  pnMst 
drouib  ooort  system,  (having  only  diitriti 
courts,)  and  it  has  been  but  imperfeody  eiUaM 
to  the  seventh  eiroui^  oomposed  ct  Ohio,  Kw- 
tacky,  and  Tenneasee,  as  I  shaU  prcsentlj  w 
deavor  to  show. 

In  order  to  show  more  distjnctlj  tbe  ii- 
eqnality  of  the  present  ^yatem  as  r^trds  tb 
Western  States,  compared  with  those  tiAd 
the  Alleghany  moontuna,  it  ma^  be  veil  H 
look,  for  a  moment,  to  the  juditual  liiitWT  i> 
the  IMted  States,  and  to  aak  of  gentlemui  If 
repreeentdng  the  East,  why  Uiis  ineqndilT 
ahonld  have  bean  permitted,  so  long  to  notOi 
and  what  sensible  reason  Uiere  can  beaowU 
reAise  the  remedy. 

When  the  jndieiary  act  of  S^Jtember,  IW 
was  passed,  there  were  but  ten  StsUs  inwj 
Union ;  North  Oarolina,  Khode  Wand,  mi 
Vermont  came  into  the  Union  subseqaeiillT^ 
the  pawdng  of  that  act;  and  the  system  «>><<■ 
it  provided  was  extended  to  the  former  in  JiK 
17W,  and  to  the  latter  in  lUrch,lTfil.  Ai* 
date  of  that  act,  with  only  ten  States  in  tw 
Union,  and  with  a  population  not  eicwd^ 
one-third  of  the  present  population  of  u* 
twenty-four  States,  it  was  deemed  necewrj'* 
appoint  six  jnd^  of  the  Sapreme  Oonrt.  W 
Statea  were  divided  into  three  ciroiii4  ^ 
Eastern,  Middle,  and  Southern.  North  Ot^ 
na  was  attached  to  the  Bouthem,  and  Bnodt 
Island  and  Vermont  to  the  Eastern  draoit^  •> 
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thoy  respeotivelr  came  into  the  Umon.  Two 
Jadges  of  the  Sapreme  Court  were  required  to 
preside  in.  eacti  circuit  with  the  respectiTO  dis- 
trict jodgea,  and  oonstitnted  the  dronit  court, 
until  the  act  of  March,  1793,  when  one  Judge 
of  the  Snpreme  Coort  and  the  distriot  judge 
oompoaed  the  cironit  oonrt,  who  were  required 
to  alternate  or  interohange  circnita  with  each 
other.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  detain  the  eom- 
iDittee  hj  a  mincte  aooonat  of  the  Jadidal  his- 
tory, fhrther  than  to  show  the  ineqnalitj  of  the 
■yatem  as  it  operates  is  the  different  States, 
The  chairman  of  the  Jodidary  Committee,  in 
Mb  opening  argnment,  lias  relieved  me  from 
the  neceeaity  of  doing  so.  Thus  the  Bysteni 
oontinned  until  the  famoas  aotof  the  18th  Feb- 
ruary, 1801,  familiarly  known  to  the  eonntry 
as  the  midnight  system.  By  that  act,  the  Su- 
preme Court  Jndge^  were  relieved  trom  oirooit 
court  duties,  and  were  to  constitnte  as  appel- 
late court  atone.  Many  additional  oironit 
Jndges  were  created  and  commissioned,  two  of 
whom,  with  the  district  judge,  oonsUtuted 
court  termed  a  circuit  court.  This  system  is  not 
preoiiiely  the  same  with  that  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  but  ufferg  f^m  it 
only  in  this,  tliat  tlie  gentleman's  amendment 
does  not  propose  the  appomtment  of  circuit  ^nd^- 
fls,  but  to  invest  the  district  jud^  with  ciromt 
ooort  powers.  At  the  flrat  session,  of  Congress 
after  Mr.  Jefferson  oame  into  office,  the  system 
of  1601  was  TKiealed,  and  the  new  Jndges  legL»- 
loted  ont  of  ofBoe ;  and,  at  the  same  session,  the 
fbimer  system  was  reorganized,  with  slight 
and  immaterial  alterations  frota  that  of  1798, 
not  important  here  to  mention,  and  the  system 
whioh  we  now  have  was  established.  At  the 
reorganization  of  the  system  in  1802  Kentnoky 
and  TNinessee  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Ohio  came  in  shortly  afterwards. 
They  were  left  with  only  district  courts — being 
at  ^at  tune  onimportant  districts,  with  a  sparae 
and  oomparatively  email  popnlation,  with  but 
little  judicial  boBineas  to  transact,  failing  within 
Uie  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  federal 
oottrtH.  In  1807,  they  had  grown,  in  numbers, 
in  bnuness,  and  importance,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  a  law  wss  passed  constituting  them 
Into  a  oironit,  and  appointing  a  seventh  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  was  allotted  to  tuit 
droait;  and  who,  with  the  respectiTe  district 
Judges  in^ose  three  States,  constitate  circuit 
ODorts.  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  TJnion 
in  IBIS,  Indiana  in  1616,  Mississippi  in  1617, 
BliiraiB  in  1818,  Alabama  in  161»,  Maine  in 
1820,  and  lUssouii  in  1821.  The  circuit  oonrt 
^r^tem  was  extended  to  Mi^e  at  the  same  ses- 
BioD  of  Congress  that  she  was  admitted  into  t^e 
nnioQ  as  a  free  and  independent  State.  The 
other  uz  States,  although  admitted  into  the 
Union  upon  an  equal  footmg  with  the  original 
States,  have,  to  Uiis  hour,  only  district  courts. 
No  Judge  from  that  quarter  of  the  Union  has  a 
place  upon  the  benob  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
so  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  ever  aids  the 
distriotjudgein  thetrialof  oansea  in  that  quar- 
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ter  of  the  Union,  The  constitution,  the  trea- 
ties, and  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  consU- 
tntion  and  laws  of  the  States,  which  may  be 
drawn  in  queatlon  in  this  court,  affecting  these 
Junior  members  of  the  confederacy,  in  common 
with  the  older  States,  are  now  expounded  by  a 
court  of  the  last  resort,  composed  of  six  jadges 
east  of  the  Alleghany,  and  but  one  west  of  it, 
and  that  one  having  no  connection  with  these 
six  States.  They  have  no  participation,  ^rect 
or  indirect,  in  tMs  high  tribunal,  u  protecting 
or  defending  the  lives,  the  liberties,  or  the  prop- 
erty of  their  citizens.  Sir,  the  population  of 
these  six  Western  States  is  already  great,  and  * 
is  r^idly  increasing.  It  is  already  near  two 
millions  of  inhabitants.  More  than  twenty-two 
years  have  elapsed  dnce  the  system  was  eztend- 
odj  imperfectly  as  it  is,  to  the  seventh  cironit. 
Within  tliat  period  the  thick  forests  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  have  been  filled  by  your 
enterprisng  and  adventnrooscituens;  andihe 
vast  region,  then  an  uninhabited  waste,  but 
reoently  reolEdmed  from  its  savage  possessors, 
now  swarms  with  a  dense,  a  free,  and  a  hap- 
py population  of  civilized  freemen.  The  Jui- 
cial  business  has  increased  to  such  an  extent, 
that  they  feel  the  inoonvenienoe  of  their  exdn- 
'ou  from  the  benefits  of  the  circuit  court  ays- 
m,  and  they  clamor  for  ita  extension.     So 

Seat  has  the  jndidal  business  become,  that  you 
ve  already  found  it  necessary,  in  two  of  these 
States,  (Louisiana  and  Alabama,)  to  establiab 
two  district  courts  in  each  of  them.    And  let 


the  qnanti^  of  business  which  theydo,orfrom 
the  gi'est  importance  of  the  legal  questions 
which  it  often  becomes  their  daty  to  decide — 
are  second  in  importance  to  but  few  courts  in 
the  Union.  Are  these  new  States,  let  me  ask, 
always  to  remain  in  their  present  condition — 
as  judicial  provinoest  Iftheyare  not,hasnot 
the  time  ooQie  to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of 
the  system  which  you  ei^oy  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghoay  ridge! 

I  oome  now  to  speak  more  partionlarlyot  the 
seventh  cironit;  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  sys- 
tem as  at  present  eztraided  there,  and  of  the 
atter  inability,  the  physical  as  well  as  men- 
tal inability,  of  any  one  man  to  perform,  as  he 
should,  the  rarions  dotiee  that  devolve  npoo 
him  in  that  eztensivs  drouit.  In  addition  to 
the  large  territorial  extent  of  that  circuit,  and  liia 
great  distanoe  of  travel  which  the  judge  has 
annually  to  perform,  in  attending  the  oonrts  at 
Columbus,  at  Frankfort,  at  Nashville,  at  Knox- 
ville,  and  the  Supreme  Ooort  in  this  city,  and 
in  addition  to  the  oases  within  the  Jnris£otion 
of  that  coort,  common  to  aU  the  States,  there  is 


to  land  titles,  which  is  scaroeiy  known  in  the 
Eastern  States.  The  land  litigation  in  that  cir- 
cuit, over  which  this  court  has  ooncnrrent  Jnris- 
diotioa  with  the  Stete  oonrts,  is  more  extendve, 
uid  the  cases  more  namerons  than  in  all  the 
Eastern  States  together.    Many  of  the  lands  ia 
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a  pfttouted  b;  tha  StAW  of  North 
Carolina  more  than  fortj  jetira  ago,  when  the 
territory  belonged  to  that  State,  «nd  when  the 
lands werembjecttothe  Indian posseeeioD;  and 
Dianj  of  the  Unda  have  been  parted  by  Ten- 
nessee since  she  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Union.  It  is  a  fact  that  cannot  be  oontro- 
Terted,  and  need  not  be  ooncealed,  that  mcb  ia 
the  intricac]r  and  complexitj  of  the  land  laws 
of  North  Carolina  and  Teoneseee^  oonstitntisg 
almost  a  volume  of  thenuelvei^  and  oertainlf 
forming  a  distinct  oode  different  from  anr  other 
I  have  ever  seen,  that  bat  few  men  ot  the  pro- 
fession of  law  in  that  State  with  years  of  ibaij 
and  oonfitant  practice  in  the  conrta,  have  ever 
acquired  the  repntation  of  being  sonnd  land 
lawyers,  Bnoh  was  the  peculiar  mtem  of  so- 
^ntring  titles  to  lands,  and  such  too  looeeoeag 
and  nncertdnty  whidi  prevailed  in  practice, 
both  in  North  Carolina,  and  afterwards  prac- 
tised npon  in  Tennessee,  that  one  of  the  great- 
eet  soonrges  that  has  ever  visited  the  people  of 
that  State  is  the  nncertainty  of  their  Isjid  titles, 
and  the  vast  amonnt  of  litigation  that  has  grown 
ont  of  this  state  of  things,  Unch  the  greater 
portion  of  this  description  of  litigation,  I  hope, 
Indeed  I  know,  has  been  disposed  of;  bnt,  at  the 
same  time,  mnch,  I  fear,  yet  remuns  to  be 
settled.  This  description  of  litigation,  added 
to  the  other  bunneaB,  over  which  the  ooart  has 
Jarisdiction,  is  one  great  cause  of  the  great  de- 
Uj'  of  instice  in  the  federal  oonrt  at  Nashville. 
The  ohaimian  of  the  committee  has  already 
stated  the  fact,  as  represented  by  the  bar  of  that 
place,  to  this  Honte,  several  years  ago,  that 
mch  was  the  delay  of  jnatica  in  that  conrt,  that 
some  of  the  cansee  on  the  docket  were  older 
than  the  profeseionol  career  of  almost  every 
member  of  that  bar,  some  of  whom  had  been 
in  practice  a  dozen  and  more  years.  In  Ken- 
tacky  and  Ohio,  but  more  especially  in  the  for- 
mer, much  litigation  of  the  same  diaracter  has 
eiistad.  Kentucky,  when  a  part  of  Vir^ia, 
was,  in  great  part,  patented  by  the  Btate ;  and 
many  of  the  lands  in  aome  portions  of  Ohio 
were  patented  by  Virginia  and  other  States. 
The  Representatives  from  both  these  States  in- 
form OS,  that  the  courts  there  have  not  the  time 
nor  the  ability  to  dispose  of  the  causes  upon 
their  respective  dooketfl.  If  this  be  the  laot, 
and  it  cannot  l>e  oontroverted,  of  what  conse- 
quence is  it,  that,  upon  yoor  statute  books,  yon 
extend  the  airosit  court  system  to  those  three 
States ;  bnt  so  overburden  the  judge  that  is  al- 
lotted to  that  cironit,  that  he  naa  neither  the 
merits  nor  the  physical  ability  to  do  the  busi- 
ness t  When  those  three  States  were  oonsti- 
tuted  into  a  circuit  in  1807,  their  population 
did  not  exceed  half  a  miUion  of  aonls.  It 
amonnta  now  to  more  than  two  millions.  Then 
the  litigation  was  oomparatively  amall;  now  it 
is  great. 

I  have  thni  attempted  to  present  to  thia  com- 
mittee tiie  trae  present  o«mdition  of  the 
"Western  and  Southwestern  States,  in  refbi 
to  the  operation  of  the  federal  Judiciary  within 


their  limits.  That  c<HiditioR  preeeuta  naq 
evils  and  incmiTenienoesthatrei^iire  a  rmuij. 
What  that  remedy  should  be,  it  will  be  pnps 
that  I  should  next  consider. 

And  first,  will  this  bill  afford  the  lemt^ 
which  the  existing  evils  require!    It  villn' 


qneetionaUy  Id  part  and  bnt  in  port,  n 
some  of  the  existms  inoonvenieneee  of  tb«  pt» 
ent  organisation  of  the  conrts;  bnt  I  regudit 


jndgefl,h 

justice  to  the  West  and  to  afford  asjBtoDtk 
will  require  no  alteration  or  eiteiuaai  ind 
time.  This  bill  makes  no  provision  for  tto 
western  district  of  Louisiana,  or  the  oortlxa 
diatrict  of  Alabama.  The  courts  at  OpelixM 
and  at  Huntsville  are  still  to  be  left  with  onlj  £§- 
trict  courts.  The  four  States  of  Ohio,  lulii^ 
Illinois,  and  Uissouii,  ore  crowded  into  vm  of- 
cuit;  EentuckyandTeimeeseeareiiiutediiiost 
circuit  J  and  the  southern  district  of  AlilaM, 
Mississippi,  and  the  eastern  distrietofLouns^ 
are  thrown  in  one  circnit  Sir,  the  daim* 
of  the  Judiciary  Oommittee  h*s  stUcd  Hat 
Tonaeesee  and  Kentucky  most  be  uiilsd  in  «• 
circuit,  however  reluctant  the  Union  mij  la 
That,  he  saya,  is  the  only  arrangemeit  I; 
wbidi  nine  judges  can  be  made  1o  siuwvfx 
the  present.  That  gentleman,  when  thii  nl*' 
jeot  was  last  before  Congress,  in  IBSS,  v*ii 
with  &  large  majority  of  this  House  to  s^vil* 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  throw  dien  iiB 
different  oironits,  because  of  the  undue  prop* 
tion  of  judicial  business  in  those  two  StjM; 
that  gentleman,  at  that  time,  voted  fwj* 
judgee  instead  of  nine.  He  then  thongbt  M 
than  t«n  judges  would  not  do.  If  it  *■ 
then  proper  to  separate  Tennessee  sod  Ea- 
tacky,  what  has  since  occurred  tonada  Hn 
peculwrly  necessary  to  unite  them  nowl  » 
the  state  of  the  Western  conntty  w»»  in™* 
condition  then,  that,  in  the  opioioo  "f^  ^ 
tieman,  ten  Jndges  were  required  to  w  » 
buHness,  what  has  since  ocoorred  to  eio"? 
that  opinion)  Has  not  tiie  Westers  ixm^ 
been  tdvoncing  rather  than  receding  in  f^ 
tion,  sinoe  that  time  J  HasthejodicialbW" 
decreased,  or,  rather,  has  not  the  genUfflW 
himself  labored  to  prove  to  os  that  it  W* 
creased  since  that  time  I  At  that  toM  *■ 
lieve,  it  was  admitted  by  all  who  advooted  * 
eitenmon  of  that  system,  that  less  un"  " 
judges  would  not  afford  a  remedy  for  the  jw 
of  which  the  Wast  complained.  Thi  » 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  ConuuitUe  m  »» 
House,  (now  a  Senator  fi«m  Maa3»aho«B^» 
reporting  the  bill  with  ten  jndg«,  1  »«* 
member,  stated  that  he  rather  assented  »» 
judges,  than  reoommeuded  their  apppouitW" 
at  Uiat  time.  He  rather  inoliced  to  prefer  a" 
to  ten  judgea,  bnt  ultimately  voted  fiw  «^  ; 
ace  gentleman  around  me  noting  this,  j^  i 
will  be  pleased  to  note,  too,  the  grooDil  i?* 
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irhioh  that  opinion  was  expresged  by  the  then 
obsirman  of  the  Jndiciarj  Committee.  It  was 
diat,  in  his  opinion,  the  three  Northwestern 
Btat«s  (Indiana,  nMnoiB,  and  HiBSonri)  "might 
well  enough  go  on  for  some  time  longer,  and 
form  a  cirenit  of  themeelvM,  perhaps,  hereafter, 
as  the  population  shall  increase,  and  the  state 
of  affairs  require  it." 

This  was  the  only  plan  by  which  the  then 
ch^rman  of  the  conmiittee  thon^t  it  practioa- 
bl©  to  make  two  additional  jostioes  of  the  Su- 
preme Oonrt  answer  the  demands — the  jast  de- 
mands of  the  West,  It  was  to  leave  Migsonri, 
TniliftTiR,  and  Illinois,  with  only  district  courts 
for  the  time  being,  and  oonstltote  them  into  a 
(dronit  at  some  fntnre  period.  The  bill  in  1836, 
after  a  protracted  diicussion  of  many  weeks, 
passed  Uiis  Hoose,  adding  three  additional 
jndgee  to  the  Supreme  Oourt,  making  the  whole 
number  ten.  The  same  bill  passed  the  Benate 
with  the  same  number  of  Jndgea,  bnt  was 
amended  in  that  body  so  as  to  change  the  two 
DMtbwestem  cironita  in  their  arrangement. 
The  bill,  as  it  passed  this  House,  placed  Ohio 
and  Kentucky  in  the  seventh  circuit,  in  which 
there  was  already  a  Judge  residing,  and  conBtd- 
toted  Indians,  IlJinoia,  and  Uissonri  into  a 
etipersta  circuit  The  Senate  passed  the  bill 
withotit  alteration  in  its  material  parte;  bnt 
proposed  to  change  those  to  circuits,  so  as  to 
moke  Kentucky  and  Hissonri  the  seventh  oir- 
ooit,  and  to  constitute  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
into  a  circoit.  The  bill,  as  it  passed  both  in 
the  Senate  and  in  the  House,  placed  Tomessee 
and  Alabama  in  one  cirenit,  and  Mississippi  and 
Iionisiana  in  another.  In  oonseqnence  of  this 
inunatorial  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
two  Houses  in  the  arrangement  of  the  two 
lUHiiiwestem  circuits,  the  bill  nnfortnnately 
fyied  between  the  two  Houses.  Although  the 
two  Houses  then  agreed  in  opinion  that  it  was 
proiper  to  extend  the  system,  and  to  add  three 
additional  judges  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Oout,  yet,  in  consequence  of  this  unimportant 
di&brence  of  opision  about  these  two  districts, 
the  Western  country  remains  to  this  hour 
without  the  ei^oyment  of  the  system  which  that 
bill  proposed  to  extend  to  her.  Let,  then, 
sdditioiul  judges  b«  appointed  in  the  West,  and 
let  the  drcuits  be  properly  ananged,  and  the 
system  will  last  for  b]1  time.  When  Florida, 
AAansaa,  and  Uiobigan  come  into  the  TTnion, 
(and  Uio  period  is  not  very  distant  when  we 
may  eipeot  their  accession  to  the  Union,)  they 
can  be  very  naturally  attached  to  the  adjacent 
circuits,  without  much  increasing  the  dutiea  of 
the  judges.  To  make  the  system  entirely  nni- 
fonn  I  would  attach  tha  northern  district  of 
New  York,  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  if  the 
genUeraen  &om  those  quarters  of  the  Union 
desire  it,  to  the  respective  circuits  already  estab- 
lished east  of  the  Alleghsjiy,  which  they  adjoin. 
Tour  system  would  then  possess  no  anomalies, 
it  woidd  have  symmetry  in  all  its  ports.  If  the 
amendment  of  the  genU  emon  from  New  York 
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should  be  rq'ected,  and  no  other  gentleman 
does,  I  will,  myself,  propose  an  amendment  to 
make  the  ^^tera  such  as  I  have  indicated.  If 
the  House  shall  decide  to  appoint  only  two 
additional  judged^  then  justice  will  require  that 
the  eastern  circuits  should  be  enlarge^  so  as  to 
give  the  services  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  judges 
now  east  of  the  monnt^s  to  the  West. 

What,  far,  let  me  inquire,  is  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  so  far  as 
the  Supreme  Oonrt,  as  a  mere  Supreme  Court, 
is  oonoemed,  but  a  re-enactment  of  the  system 
of  1801 1  It  proposes  to  withdraw  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  OoTtrt  from  their  circuit  duties, 
and  to  constitnte  them  a  permanent  appellate 
court.  So  did  the  act  of  1801.  It  provides 
that  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  abolished,  and 
that  the  district  conrts  shall  possess  the  juris- 
diction and  powers  of  the  present  circuit  courta. 
If  the  amendment  offered  had  gone  on  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
judges  in  each  circuit,  to  hold  the  courts  with 
5ie  respective  district  judges,  it  would  have  been 
precisdy  the  system  of  1801.  This  is  the  only 
difference.  The  amendment  has  only  this  to 
recommend  it  which  that  system  had  not,  that 
it  does  not  increase  the  number  of  die  inferior 
jud^  and  do«e  not  enlarge  the  patronage  of 
tiie  Executive. 

When  we  contemplate  the  system  proposed 
by  the  gentieman's  amendment,  in  Uie  most 
dispassionate  manner,  there  are  many  and  irre- 
fflstible  objections  to  it.  Some  of  these  have 
already  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  his  ^naral  remarks  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate.  If  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  confined  exclusively  to  their 
appellate  duties  in  bank,  there  is  danger — 
inaeed  it  is  almost  certain  that  they  will  cease 
to  employ  themselvea  in  the  recess  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  in  the  dry,  laborious,  and  unin- 
teresting employment  of  reading  the  statutory 
codes  of  twenty-four  States,  and  the  judiot^ 
decisions  of  the  State  courts  founded  upon  these 
oodes  scattered  through  a  hundred  volumes,  and 
all  of  which  it  is  necessary  they  should  nnder- 
stand.  No  man  with  the  most  unremitted 
application  and  study,  can  be  so  good  a  lawyer, 
no  man  con  be  so  good  a  jodge  of  the  Ux  toei, 
or  statute  law  of  a  State,  who  is  confined  to 
the  trisl  of  i^peals  and  write  of  error  at  Wash- 
ington, as  one  who  presides  on  the  trial  of  tha 
cause  in  the  mferior  court,  where  the  law,  and 
the  decisions  of  the  Slate  in  which  it  prevails, 
are  femilior  to  the  profession  of  that  State, 
who  elucidate  and  apply  it  in  argument  in  the 
court  below.  The  great  advantage  derived  from 
the  present  wrcuit  system,  is,  that,  by  requir- 
ing each  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  to  prende 
with  the  district  Judge  in  the  trial  of  causes  in 
the  inferior  courts,  you  make  him  familiar  with 
the  statute  or  local  law  within  his  circuit. 
And  when  the  Supreme  Oourt  assembles  in 
bank  to  try  appeals  and  writs  of  error,  some 
one  of  the  judges  is  alwaya  familiar  with  the 
law  upon  wbiui  the  decision  of  the  case  mi^' 
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depend,  snd  hy  thia  knowled^  is  enaUed  to 
ftbridge  the  labor  of  his  aasociates,  and  -'''"-^ 
tbem  facilities  in  examining  the  cam,  i 


ona  hiH  intellect,  and  however  profound  his 
knowtedfe  of  the  fandamental  principles  of  the 
lav  maj  oe,  hut  who  never  preidded  over  the 
trial  of  an  ^ectment  in  EentooicT  or  Teonesaee, 
if  left  to  grope  hia  wa;  unaided  bj  the  arga- 
ment  of  coniuel  from  that  quarter  of  the  Uni<Hi, 
can  ever  understand  or  properly  ezponnd  the 
intricate  local  laws  of  these  Stateat  What 
judge  can  understand  the  be  loei  of  Lonisiano, 
where  the  principles  of  the  civil  law  obtain  I 
In  a  word,  what  one  man,  wholly  relieved  from 
the  trial  of  causes  in  the  court  below,  can  or 
wiU  ever  understand  the  separale  and  distinct 
codes  of  these  twenty-four  Btateat  Even  by 
the  preaent  circuit  court  systun,  in  those  States 
to  which  it  has  been  extended,  no  einf^e  Jodge 
has  an  oconrate  knowledge  of  the  atatntory 
codes  of  all  these  States ;  bat  when  ossenibled 
in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  they  bring  tcwether  an 
Of^n^gate  of  legal  information,  which  no  one 
sinsly  poeseases,  and  which  could  not  be  possess- 
ed oy  any,  if  they  were  withdrawn  from  their 
drcnits.  If  the  jnd^  of  the  Supreme  Court 
are  required  to  preside  only  in  tne  Snpreme ; 
Oonrt,  they  will  have  nine  or  ten  monUts  of 
leisure  in  the  year,  which  they  can,  and  prob- 
ably will,  employ  in  more  plea^ng  porsnils  than 
in  poring  over  musty  volumes  of  statntaa.  It 
has  been  often  Jostly  remarked  that  oMUtant 
employment  on  the  bencK  and  being  constantly 
thrown  in  collision  with  the  profession,  makes 
the  best  Judge;   or,  as  it  has  been  aptly  -  - 

Eressed,  "  the  jndse  who  tries  the  most  cai 
I  the  iMst  Juclge.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Toi^  Uiinu  that  there  is  not  mnch  in  the  orgn- 
ment,  that  the  judges  npon  the  circuit  can  aoquire 
legal  information  that  will  be  nsefiil  to  the  Su- 
preme Conrt  assembled  in  bank ;  and  he  puts  a 
case.  Suppose,  says  he,  the  oonrt  to  consist  of 
nine  Jndges,  and  each  to  perform  circoit  dnties. 
One  of  these  jQdg«s  presides  on  the  trial  of  a 
cause  at  New  Orleans,  and  there  ia  a  writ  of 
error  to  the  Snpreme  Court ;  one  Judge  will 
understand  the  mnnicSpal  law  of  Louisiana  npou 
which  the  case  depends  \  the  remaining  eight 
do  not,  but  must  iuveetjgate  it  for  themselves. 
The  case  put  by  the  gentleman  iUostrates  and 
enforces  the  argument  which  I  have  stated. 
Suppose  the  ninth  judge  had  not  presided  on 
the  trial  st  New  Orleans — then  the  whole 
oonrt  wonld  have  been  without  the  neoesaary 
legal  information.  Did  itnotoccur  to  the  ^^tle- 
man  in  the  case  stated  by  him,  that  it  was 
better  for  one  to  possess  the  information,  than 
that  none  should)  Did  it  not  oocnr  to  him 
that  the  judge  who  had  the  information  might 
afford  facilities  to  his  associates,  by  pointing 
them  to  the  autiiorities  which  would  throw 
light  upon  the  questions  to  be  decided  t 


TuuBEDiT,  January  21. 
Weit  Point  Aeaieaiy. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  connderotian  cf 
the  reaoluticn  moved  by  Mr.  Bi.jur,  of  Sonflt 
Carolina,  on  the  14th  instant,  and  laid  cm  tlM 
table ;  which  he  now  modified  so  aa  to  rood  n 
follows : 

"Raolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  bs  i«- 
qneated  to  AmUh  this  Hoose  with  a  regiBter,  ei- 
hibiling  ia  each  and  every  year,  the  namea  aai 
number  of  all  the  cadets  that  have  been  recdved 
into  the  Hilharj  Academy  of  the  United  Buiea 
from  its  Brst  establiduneot  until  the  pnaent  ttee. 
Alio,  the  names  and  nnmtMr  of  ai^ilicaDta  i^eeled; 
the  Btalea  from  which  Ihtj  came  respectiTety ;  ffia- 
tlnguiahing  between  those  who  have  gc&diialad  aad 
received  commissions,  and  such  as  have  withdnwa 
orhaTebeen  dismissed  from  the  institution;  fao« 
many  hava  been  in  aiid  academy,  whose  father*  aad 
gnaniians  were,  or  are  now,  members  of  Congn^ 
or  other  officers  of  the  General  Oovemment,  or  Gov- 
ernors of  States,  and  how  man;  snch  are  now  (here ; 
wbal  the  montbl;  paj  of  the  cadets,  and  whetiKr 
they  are  supplied  with  rations,  fuel,  quarters,  Ac,  at 
the  public  expense,  or  are  funiiahed  by  themselrci; 
stating  also,  as  hr  aa  practicable,  what  proportuD 
of  them  (if  any)  were  ia  circmnatsDces  too  indinst 
to  be  educated  on  their  own  meaua,  or  those  of  atm 
parents  ;  the  names  aod  Dumt>er  of  thoae  gradualca 
now  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;  also,  At 
names  and  number  of  the  pro&sson,  inatracto^ 
and  all  other  officers  employed  in  said  academy, 
with  tlieir  pay  and  emoluments — adding  thereto  &• 
entire  aggregate  eipeusis  of  the  institutiDn,  • 
all;,  with  sadi  remarks  as  nay  explain  and  elud 
the  whole." 

Mr.  Ihoersoll  said,  a  call  for  informatic»  it 
one  of  the  last  things  which  he  ever  permitted 
himself  to  oppose.  Nor  did  he  rise  mnr  so 
much  to  interpose  an  olyection  to  tJi«  call,  aato 
refer  the  honorable  mover  of  the  resolutkn  to 
several  reports  from  the  War  Department  ia 
the  library  of  the  House,  which  will  be  fonnd 
to  contain  nearly  all  that  is  sought  for  by  tfas 

Sropoeed  inquiry.  If^  after  loo^g  into  tbsst 
ocnmenta,  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroSna 
should  still  wish  U>  vrgs  the  passage  of  hia  Fe8i>- 
lution,  although  he  (Hr.  1.)  might  deem  it  ii 
the  mun  unnecessary,  yet  he  could  not  say 
that  he  should  vote  against  it,  so  reluctant  wm 
he,  as  a  general  ruli^to  put  any  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  an  inquiry,  directed  to  one  of  the  exso- 
ntive  departments,  that  any  member  dtoold 
see  fit  to  BOggest.  This  military  acadony  is 
one  of  those  estabhslunente  that  has  be«ai  pnb- 
ably  more  closely  watched  than  any  other  with- 
in the  range  of  our  legislation ;  and  there  harc 
been,  from  time  to  tune,  so  many  searddig 
resoiutjons  sent  to  tha  "War  DeportmeDt  on  in 
ount,  that  there  is  hardly  a  spot  left  wbkii 
may  wish  to  touch,  by  a  resolntion  that  faM 
not  been  covered  by  some  previous  calL  IheM 
inquiries,  so  far  as  thcgi  had  fallen  within  Ui 
observation,  have  been,  in  every  in«tji>H^ 
promptly  and  fully  reet>ondod  to  by  the  dno^ 
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after  voIhhib  of  reports  are  sent  to  as,  printed, 
bound,  and  placea  apon  the  ahelves  of  the 
library,  not,  sir,  it  would  Boem,  to  be  opened 
bf  no,  for  whose  benefit,  and  at  whose  oect 
bat  not  at  whose  expense,  they  were  plaoed 
tbere,  bat  to  be  followed  by  other  fresn  vol- 
omea,  embradog  the  same  fact&  and  sent  to 
every  new  Oongresa,  in  reply  to  the  reqoisitioa 
of  some  honorable  member,  to  whom,  as  a 
matter  of  coarse,  we  extend  the  coortesy  of  our 
votes.  This  practice,  he  thought,  was  going 
too  far.  Why  repeat  these  drafts  npon  the 
deportment,  when,  dt  looking  at  onr  own  dooa- 
menta,  we  can  flndj  ready  printed,  the  very 
infoimation.  for  which  we  are  looking  else- 
where t  Bnt,  to  come  to  the  reeolntioii  now 
before  ns :  it  asks  for  a  list  of  cadets  who  have 
belonged  to  the  academy  sinoe  1809,  noting 
tboee  who  have  been  commissioned  in  the 
army,  and  those  who  have  left  without  oom- 
missioos.  Now  tnm  to  the  volume  of  docu- 
ments for  1824,  and  we  shall  Qpd  a  very  fall 
and  Inoid  report  fVom  the  lien  SeoreliKry  of 
"War,  (the^present  Vice  Prendent,)  brin^K  the 
required  mformation  ap  to  that  penod.  It 
gives  OS  the  nnmber  admitted  in  each  year ;  the 
mmber  who  have  completed  the  regnlAr  coarse 
of  stadies ;  a  list  of  those  who  have  reoeived 
oommiseions,  and  those  who  have  been  dis- 
missed, or  permitted  to  depart,  without  oom- 
misslons,  fram  the  first  establishment  of  the 
institution,  under  Fre^dent  Jefi^rson,  to  the 
then  present  time.  But  this  is  not  all,  nor  a 
tentb  part  of  what  we  have  drawn  fivm  the 
department  in  relation  to  it.  In  1B22,  the 
House,  in  answer  to  one  of  its  resolotjons,  was 
flirnished  with  a  list  of  all  the  cadete  who  had 
left  t^e  academy  without  entering  the  army, 
and  the  amount  of  money  pud  to  eaoh  durinK 
tlie  five  preceding  years ;  also,  a  list  of  such 
offloers  as  have  been' sdncated  there,  and  who 
served  during  the  last  war.  What  more  can 
70a  reach  by  this  resolution  (in  regard  to  these 
puticalarB)  than  you  already  have,  for  the  time, 
oovered  by  these  reports  t  Sulisequent  reports, 
and  the  blae  book,  which  is  put  into  the  'hands 
at  every  Oongress,  and  whi^  will  be  in  a  few 
di^  upon  OUT  tables,  bring  the  information 
up  to  the  present  time.  Besides,  we  had  a  re- 
port at  the  last  session  from  the  geotleman  then 
at  the  head  of  the  department,  (General  Pob- 
TSB,)  which  gave  us  the  number  of  cadets  com' 
mbaioned  ainoe  1830,  decdgnatJiui  ^oee  now  In 
UiA  army ;  and  his  predeoeesor,  Qli.  Babboub,) 
in  the  seamon  before,  sent  tu,  in  answer  to  a 
call,  a  ^larticnlaT  statement  of  the  expeiises  of 
tlie  inititntiim,  from  yew  to  year,  ever  linoe  it 
wasornnized.  Vhat  dse  do  wenow  askfbrt 
Why,  Out  the  Becretarr  of  War  would  tell 
nfl  how  much  the  monthly  pay  of  a  cadet  is. 
Vbat,  sir,  after  having  made  a  law  ourselves 
Mtablishing  the  pay,  shall  we  send  elsewhere 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  wages  we  oareelves 
allowt  Bhall  we  who  are  a  put  of  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  Qovemment,  send  to  an 
•zecntive  department  to  learn  the  tenor  of  onr 
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oirn  laws  t  Thia  would  be  an  anmnaly  in  l^is- 
latJon.    If  yon    wish  for  anoh   infbrma^n, 

open  your  statute  books,  would  be  a  very  prop- 
er uiswer  of  the  Secretary  to  such  an  inquiry. 
But,  as  if  to  render  this  part  of  the  caU  doubly 
useless,  we  have  been  furnished,  for  nearly 
fbarteen  years  past,  with  a  minute  statement, 
in  the  blue  book,  of  the  names  and  number  of 
all  connected  with  the  academy,  whether  as 
teachers  or  cadets,  the  States  from  thence  they 
come,  and  an  oocnrate  accoont,  in  dollars  and 
oeata,  of  the  sums  paid  to  each.  Other  calls 
and  other  reports,  similar  in  kind,  might  be 
referred  to ;  for  there  has  hardly  been  a  sesMon 
during  the  last  ten  or  dozen  years,  that  a  paper 
shot  ha»  not  been  aimed  at  West  Point  from  uiia 
or  the  other  branch  of  Oongreas, 

But  a  few  words  as  to  another  item ;  the 
resolution  asks  fbr  a  list  of  officers  now  in  the 
army,  who  were  educated  at  the  academy. 
Precisely  this  list  was  furnished  but  one  year 
ago  by  Uie  late  Secretary,  and  is  witli  the  rest 
carefully  bound  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the 
documents  of  the  last  Oongreas :  sorely  it  can- 
not be  necessary  to  send  a^in  to  tlie  d^iart- 
ment  to  have  tite  names  written  by  one  of  the 
clerks,  when  we  have  them  In  print,  at  the 
command  of  every  genUeman  who  wishee  to 
see  theui. 

Mr.  B1.11B,  of  South  Carolina,  sud,  it  had 
then  become  necessary  that  he  should  state  his 
reasons  for  offeriDs  the  resolution;  and,  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticut,  it 
was  sufficient  to  say,  that  any  document  or 
report  we  have  ever  had  in  relation  to  the 
Unitary  Academy,  was  quite  deficient  ia  details, 
and  alt^^ther  silent  as  regarded  several  im- 
portant items  of  information  called  for  by  the 
resolution.  He  had  examined  those  documenta, 
(he  said,)  the  most  ample  of  which  was  the  . 
report  made  in  1838,  tuid  it  was,  as  he  had 
stated,  quite  defident^  He  thought  full  and 
entire  iiiformation  in  relation  to  that  very 
expensive,  if  not  important  institntion  of  our 
country,  would  have  been  desirable,  not  only  to 
the  UUitary  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  but  to  Oongress  generally,  and  to  the 
nation.  He,  therefore,  had  not  been  disposed 
to  make  a  speech  in  support  of  a  mere  ouL  for 
information.  He  tboognt  he  should  be  redded 
as  bestowing  a  poor  compliment  on  the  mtelli- 
gence  and  noneet  intentions  of  that  Hoose, 
were  he  to  offer  reasons  or  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  such  a  proposition ;  and  believing  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  reaolatjon,  he  had  been  disposed 
to  submit  it  to  the  dedsion  of  the  House  with- 
out a  single  comment.  He  certainly  had  not 
(he  sud)  anticipated  the  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution which  it  now  seemed  destined  to  encoun- 
ter. Some  of  the  senior  members  of  the  House, 
(he  said,)  to  whose  examination  it  had  been  sub- 
mitted before  it  was  presented,  thought  it 
ought  to  pass,  and  would  pass,  as  "  a  matter  of 
course."  Surely  (said  Ur.  B.)  it  cannot  be  the 
policy  of  this  House  to  suppress  information,  full 
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and  entire  information,  as  to  the  ntilitf  and 
operation  of  one  of  the  most  ezpenaire  estab- 
lifLtunenta  of  the  Government,  particolarlj  when 
it  ia  well  known  that  jealousy  and  pr^adice 
exi^  against  the  inatitotion  to  a  verj  great 
extent.  Suppres^ng  or  limiting  the  information 
now  called  for,  woiud  not  (he  aald)  lessen  the 
jealoOBj.  or  obviate  the  pr^ndice  of  which  he 
cad  spoKen.  Uany  well-meaning  and  well- 
informed  men  (said  Hr.  B.)  regard  this  military 
Bcaidemy  as  the  hot-bed  of  a  noilitar]'  aristoc- 
racy. They  view  it  as  a  dangerons  excres- 
cence of  the  Govemment  that  ought  to  be  cut 
off.  In  its  original  organization,  under  flie  ad- 
ministration of  Ur.  Jefferson,  ic  was  intended 
only  to  educate  a  few  militAry  engineers,  to 
oonstract,  when  necessary,  military  fortifica- 
tions, &o.  But  it  has  been  perverted  from  it« 
original  and  leoitimate  object,  and  changed, 
by  "  piecemeal,"  into  what  it  is  at  present,  and 
what,  originoUy,  would  have  been  regarded  as 
highly  inezpecUent  on  aooonnt  of  its  expense, 
and  quite  unauthorized  by  the  coostitnlJoD  on 
account  of  its  o^ects.  It  is  believed,  too,  that 
tlie  public  utility  resulting  from  it,  if  any,  is  Ui 
outweighed  by  its  oost;  and  although  it  is 
nominally  a  military  school,  open  to  all,  yet  it 
IB,  in  fact,  a  school  only  for  the  great  and  the 
wealthy,  where  none  but  the  sons  or  fevorites 
of  men  possessing  power  or  popularity  can  be 
ent«red — most  of  whom,  after  oeing  educated 
at  the  public  expense,  retire  to  private  life, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  eipenditorea  of  tihe 
establishment  (as  was  well  known  to  all)  were 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich.  He  knew  it  would  be  said  the  poor 
were  received  into  the  Military  Academy,  as 
well  as  the  opulent.  Well,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  this 
is  one  thing  among  many  others  that  I  wished 
to  ascertain  by  the  resolution  I  have  offered. 
The  fact  is  dotib(«d— or  if  a  few  instances  can 
be  adduced  where  poor  friendleaa  cadets  have 
been  nurtured  by  the  institntion,  they  only 
weigh  as  the  "dust  in  the  balance"  apinst 
those  of  the  oppomte  description ;  and  if  not 
dismissed  for  inoompetenoy — as  it  rarely  h^- 
pens  that  a  poor,  friendless  lad  can  obtain 
credit  even  for  a  little  common  sense — they 
are  retained  only  in  a  few  solitary  instances 
merdy  to  "  save  appearanoes," 

Mr.  B.  s^d  further,  if  the  inquiry  was  per- 
mitted to  be  made  to  the  extent  he  proposed, 
he  thought  It  would  be  found  that  the  patronage, 
&vora,  and  benefits  of  the  institution  were 
prmoipaUy  bestowed  upon  those  least  in  need 
of  them ;  he  meant  the  sons  and  favorites  of 
the  wealthy'— men  possessing  ofBce  and  author- 
ity ;  who  would  be  educated  if  the  Military 
Academy  had  never  existed — and  who,  not 
being  absolutely  dependent  on  anns,  or  any 
other  profession  or  bu^ess,  generally  preferred 
their  ease  to  a  oontinnanoa  in  the  public  ser- 
vice; and,  indeed,  if  they  continued  in  service, 
we  would  soon  have  more  officers  than  men. 

Sir,  (sud  Mr.  B.,)  all  those  objections,  and 
all  those  doubts  and  sospicions  are  entertained 


fore- thought  the  friends  of  the  insti- 
tntion Of  indeed  those  doubts  and  BnspidoH 
were  unfounded)  ought  to  enaarag«  &  full  and 
complete  inquiry  into  all  those  maUersL  If  the 
operation  of  the  institution  had  been,  as  bAie- 
ficiol  and  impartial  as  its  fHends  Deemed  to 
imagine,  Uiey  had  nothins  to  fear  trani  the 
inquiry.  If  (stud  Mr.  B.)  they  have  d<Kie  wdl 
in  fixing  upon  ns  this  expensive  establishment, 
I  hope  mey  will  not  refuse  to  exhibit  its  reeoUa. 
"  They  ought  not  to  keep  their  cajidle  under  a 
bushel."  If  (s^d  he)  the  institutioD.  has  op*- 
rat«d  impartially  and  for  the  pnblic  good,  a 
development  of  its  merits  will  moke  it  mors 
popular.  If;  on  tbe  contrary,  it  ia  partial  ud 
exolu^ve  in  its  opertion»-«arrjiii^  with  it 
some  latent  danger — aud  i^  at  the  same  tinM^ 
more  expensive  fhan  useftu,  the  sooner  it  gob 
be  known  the  better — and  it  oug^t  to  be  knows 
both  in  and  out  of  the  House — it  ought  to  ba 
generaUy  and  nnivereally  known.  Ho  hoped, 
uierefore,  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 
The  information  it  contemplated,  was  oltogetbcc 
desirable ;  as  a  member  of  tiie  military  coa- 
inittee  he  asked  it ;  as  a  member  of  that  Hooss 
he  requested  it;  and  as  one  of  the  American 
people  he  demanded  it. 

Mr.  B,  concluded  by  otTering  a  modificatia^ 
by  addins  after  the  words  "  memben  of  Ooft- 
gress,"  all  other  officers  of  the  General  Gotrd- 
ment,  or  Governors  of  States. 

Mr.  BoBSKY  Bud  he  hoped  the  gentkmai 
would  accept  a  verbal  amendment  which  ba 
waa  about  to  offer.  Heprofessedhimsdfa^nd 
to  the  institution.  He  wished  to  see  it  flooririi 
— he  wished  to  allay  all  prejudice  agunst  jt 
It  hod  been  his  uniform  tempw  and  dispontin 
to  encourage  reaolntions  for  inquic;,  and  ha 
should  not  object  to  it  on  this  occasion.  Baths 
could  not  consent  to  B  resolution  which  wouU 
emblazon  to  the  world  the  nsmea  of  jovex^ 
delinc^ucnta,  who  might  now  be  usefnl  memhan 
of  society  and  ornaments  of  their  country.  Ha 
could  not  agree  to  harrow  up  the  feelings  tt 
fathers  and  umilies,  by  pablisbing  the  namestf 
such  as  may  have  been  expelled  or  discharged 
for  boyish  indiscretion,  which  tlie  indivimal 
guilty  of  them  may  now  de^ly  deplore.  He 
asked  what  earthly  good  could  result  fron  iti 
After  some  fhrther  remarks,  he  proposed  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out,  1^ 
"  names  and  "  where  they  occur  the  first  tinw ; 
2d,  "  how  many  have  been  in  aud  acadecoy, 
whose  fotbers  or  guardians  were,  or  are  wnr, 
members  of  Oongresa  or  other  offloera  of  tta 
General  Government,  or  Governors  <A  States;" 
8d,  "  also,  as  for  as  practicable,  what  pn^er- 
tion  of  them  (if  any)  were  in  circntrfstaneestoo 
indigent  to  bo  educsj^ed  on  their  own  meant  v 
those  of  their  parents." 

Mr.  Bluk  replied,  that  he  would  have  H 
objection  to  any  amendment  that  wonld  tiT^ 
the  inquiry  more  broad,  or  render  the  deeii«l 
information  more  ample  and  complete;  M 
the  amendment  proposed  wonld  have  the  tffipt- 
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Wet  Pant  Aaadm^. 
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site  tendeocj.  It  would,  if  adopted,  render  the 
resolution  almost  a  nullity,  make  it  quite  nselew. 
Indeed,  (he  B^d,)  he  ehoold  regard  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  amendment  as  tantamount  to 
B  r^ectioa  of  the  reaolntdon  itself.  The  names 
(he  said)  were  easential  for  the  purpose  of 
ehowing  how  the  pfttronnge  of  the  institution 
had  been  bestowed,  and  to  what  class  of  so- 
cdet7  ile  benefits  had  been  confined.  For  ex- 
ample, (said  Ur.  B.,)  Bnppose  that  ten  cadets, 
fix>m  South  Oarolina,  Mmyland,  or  any  other 
State,  have  been  dismissed  from  the  Militaij 
Academy,  without  their  names ;  how  are  the 
people,  or  how  are  we,  to  aso^ii^n  to  what 
nuuc  of  eociety  they  belong  t  Withont  their 
names  it  would  be  impossible  to  determine 
tJiatpoint.  He  disclaimed  every  thing  invidious, 
or  catonlated  to  reflect  censure  on  the  members 
of  Oonf^ees ;  or  to  attach  criminality  to  those 
who  had  reoommended  applicants  for  admission 
into  tiie  Uilitary  Academy.  In  that  reepeot, 
(he  aaid,)  he  presumed  all,  or  nearly  all,  were 
equally  guilty.  He  himself  bad,  on  one  oooa- 
moD,  made  sneh  a  recommendation,  and  it  had 
been  eoooeasfbl.  He  again  repeated,  he  meant 
nothing  invidions,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
wound  the  filings  of  any  onOj  or  to  hold  them 
up  as  otgeots  of  scorn  or  derision ;  and  he  was 
aore  the  report  called  for  by  tbe  resolution 
oordd  not  bave  that  effect,  inasmuch  as  the 
cause  of  dismission  was  not  required.  Rut  the 
names  being  necessary  to  show  how  the 
patrcmage  of  the  iustitatdon  had  been  bestowed, 
ltd  hoped  Uiey  wonld  not  be  stricken  out  It 
was  true  (he  said)  that  some  small  part  of  the 
information  csUed  for  might  be  found  in  reporte 
made  heretofore ;  and  that  the  pay,  &o~  of  the 
cadets  was  fixed  by  law.  But  all  this  was 
scattered — little  as  it  was,  it  was  scattered 
titrottgh  various  documents ;  and  those  who 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  peruse  the  report, 
might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  examine  the 
law.  But  few  of  the  people  could  ascerttun  the 
laws  of  Oongress  on  any  subject;  and  his 
object  was  to  have  tbe  whole  <n  the  informa- 
tion, ooutemplated  by  the  resolution,  in  one 
document,  that  members  might  not  be  nnder 
tiie  neoesslty  of  hunting  through  half  a  dozen 
ofBoee,  and  ploddini;  throogh  twice  that  nnm- 
ber  of  documents,  ^r  a  few  itema  of  informa- 
tion abont  the  lUlltary  Academy. 

Ur,  JoHNSoir,  of  Kentnck]%  followed  with 
Knoe  reanarks  on  the  subject  of  the  reeolatdon. 

Fbibat,  January  82. 
Weit  Point  Aeadany. 

The  Home  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolation  moved  by  Mr.  Bilub,  of  South  Csro- 
Una,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  question  b^g  on 
the  amendments  moved  by  Mr.  Dobset,  yester- 
day. The  first  amendment  was  r^eoted;  and 
tbe  question  being  on  the  second, 

Ur.  Obookbtt,  of  .Tennessee,  hoped  the 
amendments  would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  la- 
bond  nnder  a  oonsiderable  responsibility  re- 


specting this  academy ;  he  himseU  was  opposed 
to  the  school:  and  as  it  was  postdbly  for  the 
want  of  knowledge,  he  wished  to  have  all  the 
information  he  could  get  respecting  it.  His 
responsibility  arose  irom  the  views  of  bis  State 
on  tbe  Bnl:iJMt.  The  L^islatnre  hod  proposed 
to  instmot  the  Senators  and  requested  the  Rep- 
reeentatives  from  that  State  in  Oongregs  to  op- 
pose the  West  Point  Academy  in  every  shape ; 
and  although  the  instructions  did  not  pass,  Itis 
own  immediate  eonatitnents  would  expect  him 
to  promote  the  fullest  inquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution.  He  hoped,  therefore^ 
the  resolution  would  be  adopted,  as  it  was 
originally  propoaed.  If  any  thing  is  wrong, 
we  ought  to  see  it ;  and  I,  sud  Ur.  0.,  would 
vote  gainst  every  appropriation  for  the  acad- 
emy, unless  I  can  get  full  information  of  ita 
concerns  and  management.  I  wish  to  know  if 
it  has  been  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  no- 
ble and  wealthy  of  tbe  country,  or  of  the  poor 
and  orphan.  There  was  nothing  nnreasonable 
in  tbe  obU  proposed  by  the  resdntion,  and  ha 
approved  it  m  its  fiill  extent  He  ocHtclnded  by 
demanding  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Ha  adoption. 

Ur.  Hathss  demanded  ^e  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  but  the  Hoose  refused  them. 

The  second  and  third  amendments  were  then 
sncceasively  rejj6ited  by  laixe  m^oritiea. 

Ur.  OoKDioT  then  moved  to  strike  out  theee 
words :  "  The  names  of  those  who  have  with- 
drawn or  have  been  dlanussed  from  the  institu- 
tioQ."  It  might  be,  and  doubtless  was  the 
case,  he  said,  that  many  had  been  dismissed,  or 
had  withdrawn,  in  consequence  of  deficiency 
in  mental  ability,  or  from  sickness ;  and  was  it 
right  to  hold  up  their  names  to  the  public,  as 
Buffering  disgrace,  without  having  committed 
any  fault  f  This  would  be  an  act  of  wanton 
ornelty  to  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  young 
men,  and  of  harshness  towards  themselves, 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  sanction. 

Ur.  Hathes  did  not  think  any  thing  would 
be  gained  by  the  amendment,  and  that  every 
thing  onght  to  be  known  in  relation  to  the 
academy  '^"^  the  cadets, 

Ur.  Ihobbsou,  supported  the  amendment, 
and  Ur.  BLA.ra  and  Ur.  Tuokib  opposed  it; 
and  it  was  r^eoted  without  a  count. 

Ur.  Tbbt  then  proposed,  as  an  amendment, 
to  add  the  words,  "  and  how  many  leave  the 
institution  annually."  This,  also,  was  negatived. 

Ur.  WioKUFi^  thought  this  Institution  had 
almost  lost  the  original  character  given  to  it 
by  its  founder,  Ur.  Jefferson,  in  1802.  and  he 
wished  copies  of  the  Begister  of  the  Academy 
to  be  furnished  for  every  year  from  its  com- 
mencement, that  its  operations  might  be  traced 
through  to  the  preset  time. 

This  addition  was  accepted  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
reeolntion  as  amended. 

Ur.  EvxBXTT,  of  Uassachusetts,  was  not  op- 
posed, he  said,  to  obttuntng  any  information 
whiob  might  be  deemed  necessary  by  any  com- 
mittee or  monber  of  the  fioose.    He  therefore 
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wooli  not  ol^eot  to  thia  resolotion,  if  it  were 
in  ft  form  which  he  coold  approre.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  case ;  and  be  poiotM  out 
e<Hne  of  ita  featorea,  wbicb  be  deemed  not  only 
useless,  because  the  informatioa  could  not  be 
fnmiahed,  bnt  invidions  and  improper  if  it 
could  be.  The  resolntlon  reqoirefi,  for  ingtence, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  the  House, 
"  how  many  have  been  in  said  ooademy,  whose 
fathers  or  guardians  were  members  of  Con- 
grees,  and  now  many  snch  are  now  there." 
This  is  a  strange  inqnisitioii,  sud  Hr.  E.,  for 
this  House,  even  if  it  ooold  be  made  with  snc- 
oesB,  which  it  could  not  be  with  any  materials 
in  possession  of  the  War  Department.  Anotli- 
er  branch  of  the  reBotntion  requires  the  Secre- 
tary to  report,  "  as  far  as  praotioable,  what 
proportion  of  uie  cadets  (If  any)  were  in  cir- 
cnmstanoes  too  indigent  to  ne  edoeated  on  their 
own  means,  or  those  of  their  parents."  In  the 
flr«t  place,  it  would  be  imposuble  for  the  Secre- 
tary, from  any  records  in  his  office,  to  ascertwn 
the  circDmatanoes  of  thoee  who  had  sent  their 
eons  to  the  academy ;  and,  eecondly,  said  Hr. 
E.,  no  man,  however  opnleat,  coold  obtwn  for 
his  son  an  education  elsewhere,  snch  as  that 
institution  afforded.  He  knew  sometbiug,  per- 
tonally,  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  in- 
struction given  there,  and  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  no  man,  whatever  his  fortune,  coold 
obt^  for  hia  boo  the  same  eduoatjon  at  any 
other  inatitntien.  The  ability  of  a  man,  more- 
over, to  give  hia  eon  an  ednoation  on  hia  own 
means,  depended  on  many  urcamstances  which 
]£r.  £.  particularized ;  and  he  argued  at  some 
length  to  show  the  impraotioability  of  obtain- 
.  iog  the  information  ctdled  for,  as  well  as  ita 
useless  and  improper  nature,  if  it  coold  be  ob- 
t^ed.  He  oonduded  by  moving  the  commit- 
ment of  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
solitary  Affliirs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to — 91  to  72. 

l(oH»AX,  January  SS. 
OultvMtion  of  Iht  SufM-  Cong,  So. 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  reported  by  Ifr,  Spenckb,  of 
New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricnl- 
tore^  on  the  ISth  instant : 

"JUtolved,  That  the  Pretident  of  the  VnHeA 
Btatea  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  procured,  through 
the  comnuuideiB  of  the  public  armed  vessels,  and 
our  mhiuters  and  consuls  abroad,  such  vtiieties  of 
the  sugar  cane,  and  ether  eultirated  vegGlablGs, 
grains,  leGds,  and  sbrubB,  aa  may  be  best  adapted  to 
the  soil  uid  oUmate  of  tbe  United  Stales. 

"JUtolvtd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treuur; 
cause  ta  be  prepared  t,  vell-digeiCed  manual,  eon- 
taining  the  best  practical  informatloa  on  tbe  culti- 
vation of  sugar  cane,  and  the  fabiicadoa  aod  re- 
finement of  sugar,  inclui^ng  the  moat  modem  im- 
provemeDts;  and  to  report  Oie  same  to  the  next 
seaman  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Spbnobb,  of  New  York,  briefly  ex- 
pired the  views  of  the  Committee  on  Agri- 


eolture  in  reporting  this  resolutioD ;  the  betBa- 
ing  importance  of  this  cnlture ;  end  Uh  idiai- 
tage  of  liaving  the  best  species  of  erne.  la. 

Ifr.  Obsltos,  of  Xentnoky,  withoat  ooebtof 
that  the  propomd  measure  would  adTncttle 
interest  of  Via  cnltivatora  at  si^ar,  mi  U 
be  oonld  not  for  Uie  life  of  him  diMonrv)^ 
this  artide  shoold  be  thus  rin^  ontfbrtti 
special  favor  of  Caogreea.  Itwas  wdl  fatDmlt 
every  gmtlfman,  tliat  a  great  port  <^  tbe  ;» 
pie  of  this  ooantry  Uve,  not  by  the  aMTMa 
of  sugar,  but  of  corn  and  various  other  pro- 
duote  of  the  soiL  Why  then  inv  on  tJH 
Treasury  to  purchase  a  book  in  rdatkc  to 
soger  particularly,  the  expense  of  which  WiU 
not  be  known  to  any  gentieman  on  thklMit 
Is  the  practical  agnculturist— -the  hocwt  fuev 
of  the  country,  Ur.  C.  asked,  thns  fiTcnit 
No,  BIT,  he  is  not :  his  walk  in  life  is  hnsHs, 
and  he  doee  not  make  so  oonspicooua  i  Son 
on  this  floor.  Had  the  gentleman  pti^ioMtD 
search  ont  the  best  seed  of  com,  or  snj  rf 
those  fruits  of  the  earth  which  enter  eo  liijcir 
into  the  comforts  of  life,  there  would  hire  bM 
more  reason  in  this  proposition;  hntiFbenatf 
a  small  portion  of  tlie  agricaJture  <rf  the  eon- 
try  was  proposed  to  be  encouraged  sttheai- 
pense  of  the  net^  he  felt<boond  to  pnM 
against  il^  in  behalf  of  the  common  fuiun- 
the  people  who  are  the  slay  of  the  Gem- 
ment  in  peace,  and  a  atrong  pillar  of  ddtw 
in  war.  Why  seleGt  a  single  Bt^)le  to  ^ 
the  poblio  money  npon  t    If  gentlemeo  «■ 

S;ed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  wishd  tlk 
bnnation,  Hr.  G.  suggeeted  that  th<7  iti 
better  be  left  to  purchase  it  for  themselTN,  ai 
pay  for  it  out  of  the  rich  revenues  rf  thx 
large  estatea,  andnot  drun  theTreasntytei^ 
vauce  one  interest  at  the  expense  of  the  iMt 

Ur.  White,  of  Florida,  rose,  andstid;  i>! 
had  the  honor  to  introdnoe  the  resolntMoipfl 
which  the  Oommittee  on  Agricultuie  wen  ft- 
struoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  i>(  ^ 
measure  proposed,  and  now  under  craodn' 
tion,  it  may  be  considered  incombent  on  m* J* 
say  a  word  or  two  in  its  support  Hie  >it<* 
to  which  thia  resolution  refers,  is  cm  rf  Wl 
use,  and  almost  universal  eoneumptim  n^ 
all  daages  of  the  civilized  world.  Frm  hn- 
ing  been  employed  formerly  as  a  medioo*  * 
has  now  become  one  of  the  principal  oly^  ' 
consumption  and  oommeree,  oombioisg  ^ 
in  use  with  value  in  exchange.  It  is  oo  hafV 
considered  a  loxury  even  to  the  poor,  tn**! 
indispenaable  necessity,  and  general  "*■  Pj 
measure  proposed,  to  increase  tbe  pPOw< 
either  for  home  consnmption,  or  fei  ^"^ 
exportation,  must  be  viewed  as  one  of  bo  ■>■ 
importanoe. 

The  depressed  state  of  the  eotton  wim 


id  its  greatly  diminished  value,  has 
icreased  interest  to  ^1  soiKeationsiiK  -  . 
LOtion  of  other  articles  wHoh  promise  ««»• 


isftfftbept- 


not  intwesting  alone  to  that  gee^*p'>'^fli 
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tioD  of  the  conntrj,  in  which  the  sugar-cane 
has  been  or  maj  be  onltiyated ;  it  oonneota 
itself  with  the  wants  and  oomforts  of  every 
oonsamer  in  the  United  States.  The  collection 
of  difibrcnt  wietids  of  the  cane  foond  in  more 
Qorthem  IsUtndea,  the  discoTory  of  new  pro- 
ceeaea  in.  fabrication  and  manufactare,  and  the 
demonstration  of  the  facta  by 


longing  to  the  United  Btates,  within  the  lati- 
tnde  in  which  there  can  be  no  qnestlon  the 
oane  will  flonriah.  The  expenses  attending  the 
onltivaldon  of  the  cane  bo  far  exceed  that  of 
aaj  other  plant  or  vegetable,  that  those  who 
embark  in  it  proper^  mnrt  understand  the 
grounds  on  which  they  proceed.  Those  who 
«riah  to  extend  it  farther  north  cannot  confine 
tiiemselTes  to  the  very  little  information  poa- 
aeased  in  Loniaiana  and  the  West  Indies.  It  is 
known  that  most  valuable  acqaisitiona  to  the 
stock  of  knowledge  poaeessed  by  them  have 
been  made  by  tiie  recent  experiments  in  France 
and  Sp»n  on  the  beet  root,  and  lately  on  the 
cane,  m  Onadaloape.  This  subject  has  not 
only  ooonpied  the  attention  of  the  most  pro- 
found chemists  of  the  present  day,  bnt  of  the 
most  practical  political  economiste  of  Eorope. 
^le  varioos  works  ihroogh  which  the  scattered 
tnaterials  of  a  good  system,  or  well-digested 
manna],  might  bo  formed,  are  not  acoessible  to 
any  one  planter,  and,  even  if  obtained  by  any 
one,  ha  has  not  the  moans  of  arranging,  trans- 
Iftting,  and  disseminating  it  for  the  general 
benefit. 

The  labors  of  De  Oaaeanx  and  Detrone  on 
the  cane,  and  of  Achard  and  Ohaptal  on  the 
beet,  have  not  been  aeen  by  peraapa  a  half 
doien  planters  in  tbis  connljy,  perhaps  not  a 
mngle  one.  The  plan  proposed  for  collecting 
in  one  oonvenient  and  accessible  form  this  valn- 
ftble  information,  is  simple  and  inexpensive,  and 
within  the  acknowledged  powers  of  the  Qov- 
emment.  It  has  Iwen  tbe  practice  heretofore 
by  a  resolntion  similar  to  this,  for  the  collec' 
lion  of  facts  as  to  the  cultivation  of  silk,  and 
the  still  more  important  instance  in  which  Oon- 
greas  granted  a  township  of  land  to  French 
emigrant  for  the  ooltivation  of  the  olive  and 

It  is  not  &e  planter  and  consumer  alone  tbat 
are  interested  id  extending  the  cultivation  of 
caat,  and  mano&otnre  of  sugar.  The  Western 
States  have  a  new  mai^et  opened  for  tlieir  pro- 
Tiriona  and  Uie  Northern  and  Eastern  for  en- 
ffinea,  kettle^  '°^'%  ^°^  machinery,  from  their 
Iron  fonnderies.  There  is  no  portion  of  oar 
Union,  and  no  class  of  our  population,  who  are 
not  deeply  concerned  in  the  promotion  of  this 
Aeat  and  growing  article  of  domestic  indnstry. 
Tbe  French  Government  have  deemed  it  an 
ot^eot  of  safficient  magnitude  to  devote  to  it  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  money. 

This  resolution  pro]K)Bes  the  collection  and 
dissemination  of  uie  improvements  made  in 
fbo  fiibrioation  and  refinement  of  sugar;  and 
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another,  reported  by-  the  same,  provides  for  tbe 
collection  of  all  the  varieties  of  the  cane,  from 
more  northern  latitudes.  This  is  also  proposed 
to  be  effected  in  on  easy  and  inexpensive  man- 
ner, through  our  consuls  and  commanders  of 
foreign  anned  vessels  from  abroad. 

There  are  now  thrCe  kinds  in  tlie  United 
Btates.  The  Creole,  brought  from  Madeira; 
the  Otaheite,  from  tiie  isluidB  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  and  the  ribbon,  tram  Bataria.  If  it 
be  truo  that  vegetables,  like  animals,  become 
acclimated,  and  put  on  a  thicker  covering  u 
they  are  gradually  ooltivated  farther  north,  tbe 
same  species,  planted  for  centuries  in  a  more 
rigorous  climate^  may  have  changed  its  prope> 
Idea  most  matenally,  and  might  now  be  trans- 
planted in  the  same  latitude  on  this  continent, 
when  it  would  require  otherwise  the  same  time 
here  to  climatise  itself.  We  are  aaiA  to  be  in- 
debted to  India  for  the  cane,  from  whence  it 
was  oanied  to  Ferfia  and  China,  and  trota 
thence  obtained  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
who,  from  want  of  knowledge  of  granul^(m, 
only  used  the  juice  as  medicine.  The  Saraocoia 
carried  it  to  <^pruB,  Sicily,  Spain,  Uadeira,  and 
the  Capo  de  Verd  Islands.  There  can  lie  no 
doubt  bnt  that  a  moat  valuable  acquisition  may 
be  made  to  our  natm'al  agriooltnre  by  tbe  adop- 
Son  of  tbese  resolations.  I  saw,  only  a  few 
days  since,  in  the  work  of  a  recent  traveller  in 
Pern,  the  return  of  an  Intendant  to  the  Qoy- 
emment,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  sugar- 
cane in  one  of  the  provinces  grew  eleven 
months  in  the  year,  and  ripened  five  feet  bigb ; 
and  from  their  ignorance  of  the  proceaees  of 
sugar-making,  it  was  difficult  to  produce  any 
tiling,  •  In  onr  country  the  oane  only  grows  t 
eight  months,  and  only  ripens  two  feet;  and, 
destitute  as  we  are  of  a  full  kjiowledge  of  the 
sulgeot,  our  production  is  anncaily  increasing. 
It  was  ooQMdered  an  experiment  for  fifteen 
years  in  the  commencement  of  sugar-making  in 
Louisiana.  What  was  experiment  then,  is  ex- 
perience now.  What  is  now  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, will  be  praatioe  and  demonstr^on  in  a 
few  yeara  to  come. 

I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  believe  tbat  a  meas- 
ore  so  simple  and  beneficial  will  not  reo^ve  the 
concurrent  vote  of  this  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
withont  a  division. 


Wbdnxboat,  February  10. 
Diplomatie  Expmttt. 
The  bill  miMng  appropriations  for  the  dvil 
list  for  tbe  onirent  year  being  under  conger- 
Mr.  LroBBsOLL  aaid  he  rose  to  correct  an 
error  to  which  the  debate  of  yesterday  had  led, 
in  regard  to  one  bead  of  appropriation.    Ha 
alluded  to  tbe  salaries  and  outfits  of  foreign 
Ministers,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
miauons.    It  bad  been  yesterday  stated  by  an 
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honorable  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Keaiu,  (Ur.  Yxbflutok,)  that,  altboa^h 
tbe  appropriatioii  now  asked  for  vae  Urgti,  m 
ooDMqnence  of  the  new  miauoiia  institnted 
dnriog  the  rec«BS  of  GoiiRresa,  or  niitber  by 
■ending  ont  new  men  to  old  miaaioDS,  jet,  that 
even  the  amn  now  reqairsd  for  these  purposes 
did  not  Bwell  the  amoont  bejond  oar  former 
appropriations  for  foreign  miasiona.  Indeed,  it 
wBB  said  that  the  monej  required  for  our  Ifin- 
ifltNs  and  diplomatio  agents,  nnder  the  Uat  »d- 
ministntiOD,  had  been  more  in  some  years  than 
is  now  required.  In  tbese  rtatementa,  he  be- 
lieved the  honorable  member  who  made  titem 
waa  wrong,  entirely  wrong ;  and  he  {Mr.  I.) 
woold  now  endeavor  to  set  the  matter  right 
There  had  not  been  a  year  during  the  preoied- 
iug  four  years,  that  Ue  diplomatio  eipeoBes 
had  equalled  the  som  now  saked  for.  No,  sir, 
not  exoeptiag  the  year  of  the  FauaniA  mission, 
which  had  been  the  means  of  charaotsiiidng 
the  late  as  a  diplomatio  administratitm,  by 
those  opposed  to  it,  was  there  as  mneh  re- 
quired as  we  are  now  about  to  apprqniate. 
The  bill  proposes  to  give  one  hnndred  and 
^hty  thonsAod  dollars  for  the  aalarie*  and 
outfit  of  our  diplomatio  agents,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  misdons. 
Let  us  ootnpsre  this  anm  with  what  we  gave  ifi 
18S6,  the  mst  year  of  the  late  adminisDation. 
By  a  oareAil  examination  of  the  act  of  that 
yen*,  he  found  that,  for  these  punioBea,  Uiere 
was  sfipr(^>riated  but  one  hnndred  and  fortr- 
Mven  utODsand  five  hundred  dollars.  In  188T, 
we  appropriated  for  the  same  objects  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  thousand  dollars.  Well,  sir, 
•  Uhm  were  targe  earns,  bat  atitl  fallmg  consid- 
erably short  of  what  is  now  required.  But 
these  sums,  thopgh  ^proprlated,  were  not  all 
expended ;  and  when  we  came  to  the  year 
1828,  the  gentleman  then  at  the  head  of  the 
State  Deportment  informed  us  that  there  was 
oa  hand  an  unexpended  btltuioB  of  former  ap- 
propriations, amoQiitiBg  to  one  hnndred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  he  oulf  asked  for  an  addi- 
tiooal  sum  of  forty-nine  tboasand  dollars  to 
earry  that  branch  of  the  service  through  the  year. 
The  next  year,  1929,  we  appropriated  by  two 
acts,  the  one  for  the  first  qQart«r,  and  the  next 
for  the  three  quarters  of  the  year,  in  all  one 
hnndred  and  tbirty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  average  amount  for  the  four 
years  of  the  late  administration,  was  one  hnn- 
dred and  twenty-one  thousand  two  hnndred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  each  year,  and  we  are  now 
starting  anew,  by  appropriating  one  hundred 
and  e^ty  thonsand  doIJars,  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses of  dlnlomaoy  for  the  current  year. 

Ur.  L  said  he  did  not  make  these  statements 
with  a  view  of  finding  fanlt  with  the  it«ms 
which  we  are  now  con^dering,  but  he  felt  it 
doe  to  others,  as  well  as  himself,  to  state,  in  as 
few  words  as  he  could,  on  which  adminiatration 
-ttie  difiTerenoe  of  expenditnre  was  chargeable. 

Before  he  resnmed  his  seat,  he  would  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  sooroe*  from  which  the 


<  ontfito  of  the  new  Utdstets,  doriiig  tU  iM 
summer,  had  been  taken;  beeaose,  sshsdtaa 
before  stated  yesterday,  these  ontfitt  «a*  aU 
to  be  derived  frran  the  difdomatk  find;  al 
we  all  know  that  the  last  Otugrca  dt^nd 
making  any  epedfio  uipn^iriations  fntoUit^ 
nor  is  there  any  anon  tiimg  as  a  dJidomtie 
fund ;  he  meant  a  ftind  by  that  una  He 
money,  in  the  absMtee  of  a  spedfio  iffrcfttt- 
tion  for  outfits,  was  andonbtedly  taken  l^.lta 
ExeouUve  fr<na  the  item  of  ccntiiigeBt  a- 
poiiee.  We  had  heard  sometliing  aboot  ttx 
ocmtingent  expenses,  and  also  sboot  lb*  pte^ 
tlce  of  paying  outfits  from  such  soarMS,  ajev 
or  two  ago.  The  RetresLohment  Gommittn 
he  believed,  had  pat  the  seal  of  eondeniutH 
on  that  practiee ;  at  any  rate,  aoother  aa^ 
tee  of  the  same  0(aigpeae,  the  OommitM  n 
the  Expenditures  ot  the  State  Deputaa^ 
o*er  wluoh  an  hmoroble  member  over  the  wv, 
from  Tennessee,  ably  presided,  had,  ia  Iflt, 
denied  the  rif^ta  of  the  Emcutive  top^ffifli- 
matio  outfits,  nnlees  authoriied  hy  t  ipeiifc 
appropriation.  This,  we  are  told,  wMtbtlm 
doctiine  then.  The  able  report  then  inn  q 
by  the  oommittM  took  the  ground  ^at  flx 
contingent  fimd  was  not  sotgect  to  the  psjnM 
of  saluies  and  outfits  of  HinisteraandctKiit 
their  compensatioo  being  spewfio  «l|j««i «' 

gipropriatioD.    The  committee  called  thitpM' 
ce  a  nsnrpotion  of  power,  if  he  rightly  »■ 


xutw  now  asked  wlui  what  had  bsoi  pi* 
under  a  former  administration ;  ssd,  tiinV 
BoootnpUshed  his  o^ect  in  that  partiialir, » 
should  drop  the  sutyect. 

Mr,  Ybbflahok  said  he  did  not  inlHid,  j» 
terday,  to  make  a  oomparison  of  the  ^^"^ 
of  this  and  the  last  admuiistration,  but  hid  tw 


UDintentionally  oominitted  an  emr  ^  tta 
statem^it  he  made  yesterday,  by  not  ■^^'^ 
the  one  hnndred  and  ei^^  thounod  dov 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  d(^lar%  '1^ '''J 
paring  the  present  appropriation  with  tW  ■ 
ft>rmer  years.  Stall,  on  the  showiw  "  "■ 
gentieman  from  Connectacnt  himseU;  "■' F"^ 
ent  appropriation  is  defensible,  for,  «fflip<* 
with  that  made  the  year  of  the  P«>«" Jj 
rion,  it  la  very  moch  leas,  and,  with  thitaj* 
preceding  year,  it  is  still  three  or  foiirth(«"> 
dollars  leas.  Mr.  V.  said  he  did  not»»" 
turn  this  debate  into  a  party  9''**'"v^ 
part  of  the  bill  containing  prondeoa  atpj* 
Itself— and  the  oaase  of  the  increase  ie,  t»» 
the  first  year  of  a  new  administrafion,  »P 
ore  required  which  will  not  be  neceMii755 
But,  he  said,  since  it  was  hivited,  »«■ 
make  a  relative  oomparison  of  the  MPf|°"5 
in  this  respect,  from  an  estimate  h*'**'!^"! 
made.    Mr.  Adams  was  Seorettir  «  «••  ■ 
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183S,  when  he  was  elected  Preaident,  and  he 
himself  prepired  the  appropriatiOD  bills  &r  the 
first  year  of  his  own  ftamimstration,  Aft«r  a 
long  seriM  of  a^proprlationB  for  foreign  inter- 
conne,  balances  of  appropriation  for  foreign 
interconrw  had  been  left,  and  this  adviutase 
he  had,  besides,  with  his  own  political  Mends 
abroad ;  few  reoalls  were  neoegBary.  Yet  Hr. 
Adams  obtained  two  hnndred  and  thirteen 
thousand  dollars  for  the  first  year  of  his  admin- 
istration. The  jear  after,  and  oorresponding 
irlth  this  year  of  the  present  adminiBtration, 
Congress  Had  granted  aim  for  this  object  the 
BQm  of  one  hundred  and  etghty-eeTen  uionBand 
five  hnndred  doilars,  to  whiob  is  to  be  added 
the  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  Panama  mission.  How  stood  the  account 
oS  what  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  two  first 
years  of  "Mr,  Adams's  edminiatration )  The 
Btnn  of  fonr  hnndred  and  forty-two  tiionssnd 
dollars  was  deemed  proper,  and  so  estimated  by 
the  department,  for  the  two  first  years  of  that 
administration.  Let  ns  take  the  two  first  years 
of  the  present  administration,  and  examtne 
what  the  amount  of  the  oorre^Kmding  appro- 
priations will  be.  There  was,  when  the  last 
administration  went  ont,  a  soniliis  of  oontin- 
oent  ftmds  in  hand  to  a  considerable  amoant. 
The  Becretary  of  Stot«,  with  a  landable  aocn- 
racy,  asked  for  no  increase,  bnt  said  the  aur- 
plos  fund  {thirty  Uiooaand  ddlars)  was  suffi- 
cient. Under  Qaae  circnmstanoes,  the  snm  of 
one  btindred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  five 
hnndred  dollars  was  appropriated  last  year, 
without  any  anrplas  fund.  Fnblio  reasons — 
reasons  which  seemed  good  to  the  Execntive, 
and  which  this  was  not  the  place  to  disouSB, 
Indnced  some  recalls  to  be  made,  and  other 
Uinisters  to  be  appointed  in  tbeir  plaoe.  Hr. 
Brown,  besides,  volontarily  retnmed  from 
IVance,  and  it  was  necessary  to  appoint  a  snc- 
ceewr  to  him.  A  foil  Minister,  in  consequence 
of  the  boundary  question,  was  required  in  Eol- 
land,  where  a  chargA  only  formeriy  was  re- 
quired. Under  these  circnmstanoes,  GtoTem- 
ment  now  asks  for  two  hundred  and  ten  thon- 
Band  dollars,  which  will  make  an  a^^regatA 
amount  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seren  thon- 
aand  doltacs  (or  the  two  first  years  of  General 
Jackson's  administration,  while  that  of  the  for- 
mer administration,  for  the  corresponding  pe- 
riod, was  fonr  hnndred  and  forty-two  thousand 
dollara— the  difierence  in  favor  of  this  admin- 
istration being  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Whether  even  all  this  sum  is  to  be 
expended,  he  could  not  say,  although  there  was 
good  reaaon  to  expect  that  even  the  whole  of  it 
would  not  be  needed.  The  only  information 
be  had  on  this  sul^jeot,  was  derived  from  the 
documents  which  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
Honse  from  the  Executive  within  a  few  days — 
(tiie  Ifessage  in  relation  to  onr  foreign  inter- 
oourse,)  by  which  it  tqipeared  we  were  to  go 
back  to  the  good  old  act  of  IBIO,  which  !a  to 
be  in  fotnre  strictly  applied — a  law,  than  which 
there  Is  none  in  the  statute  book  more  precisely 


worded,  nor  one  which  had  been  more  loosely 
construed.  Thus,  we  shall  not  have  any  more 
oonstractiveJODnieys — oonatmcted  messengera 
We  shall  hare  no  more  outfita  for  aooidental 
charges  for  a  ^  weeks'  mission— no  more  ^>- 
propriations  of  fort?  thousand  dollara  fbr  rov- 
mg  Ministers  to  lock  for  a  Congress  which  waa 
not  to  be  fonnd,  unless,  perhaps,  in  the  moon, 
where,  according  to  the  old  poetical  foucy 
which  had  recently  received  the  diplomatic 
saDotion  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  all  things  lost  on 
earth  are  to  be  found." 

Mr.  Ihsebsou.  said  he  had  not  the  most  dis- 
tant idea,  when  he  rose  on  tiiis  subject,  to  mvo 
to  the  debate  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Vbbplaitok)  had  called  a  party  tarn. 
It  was  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the 
Ohairman  of  the  Retrenchment  Oommittee, 
said  Mr.  I.,  that,  yesterday,  I  stated  the  causes 
of  the  increase,  for  the  present  year,  of  the 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  country.  1  did  this 
in  as  unexceptionable  a  manner  aa  I  waa  capa- 
ble of  doing  it.  The  gentleman  from  Kew 
York  followed  on  the  other  side,  and  saw  fit  to 
indulge  in  an  nnneceaaary,  and,  aa  1  thought, 
nnmerited  attack  on  the  expenditures  of  the 
lata  administration.  Whatever,  therefore,  of 
party  has  mingled  in  this  discus^on,  the  gen- 
tleman may  thank  himself  for.  I  am  acting, 
and  have  acted,  on  the  defensive  throughout. 
He  now  acknowledges  that  ho  was  in  part  mis- 
taken, yesterday,  in  his  estimate  of  the  ex- 
peusea  of  the  late  administration,  but  still  in- 
sists that  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  was 
more  expensive  in  this  particular,  than  the  first 
year  of  the  present  administrraon.  If  the 
eentleman  will  turn  to  the  book,  and  examine 
for  himself,  be  will  find  that  he  is  as  for  oot  of 
the  way  here,  as  he  was  in  his  oQier  statements 
yesterday.  He  is  altogether  mistaken  in  this 
matter,  or  there  is  uo  truth  in  figures.  The 
year  1826  required  bnt  about  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  thousand  dollars  for  the  missions, 
and  all  of  that  sum  was  not  expended,  but  went 
to  help  ont  the  expenditures  of  one  of  the  sao- 
ceeding  years,  Agtun,  we  are  told  that  during 
Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  and  while  the  late 
President  was  in  the  Department  of  State,  very 
large  appropriations  were  made,  the  unexpend- 
ed bahmces  of  which  went  to  eke  ont  the  Min- 
isters' salaries  and  perqnieites,  under  the  last 
administration.  Surely  he  could  not  have  been 
aware  where  this  assertion  was  to  lead  him,  or 
he  would  have  paused  much  before  he  made  it. 
Large  diplomatic  approprialions  under  Hr. 
Monroe,  and  through  me  mfinence  of  his  Secre- 
tary of  State  t  Why,  sir,  the  largest  appropri- 
ation made  during  tiiat  period  was  in  1S25, 
when  the  new  Governments  on  onr  own  conti- 
nent had  been  acknowledged  independent ;  in 
consequence  of  whioh,  uie  diplomatic  corps 

as  about  doubled,  tLOa  even  then  the  amount 
appropriated  for  foreign  missions  was  not  over 
one  hnndred  and  seventy-two  tliousand  dollars ; 
still  less,  it  will  be  obswved,  than  you  are  now 
a^ing  for  by  the  bill  on  your  t^le.    Let  u 
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Bee  how  the  other  yea™  nreoeding  ranged, 
these  expenses,  which  we  nave  be^  told  we 
M  enonnooB.  In  1824,  there  wte  appropriab 
one  hnndred  and  fortj-nine  Hioiuaoa  dollars- 
not  yet  ap  to  the  mark  of  the  present  year.  In 
1823,  only  seventy-four  tbowand  dollon 
appropriated,  not  half  of  what  is  non 
quired ;  and  in  1828,  there  wob  ^propriat«d 
eighty-three  thonsond  dollars;  that  is,  nearly 
one  hundred  tlionsand  leas  than  is  now  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  diplomatic  corps.  WUl  it  be 
sud,  in  the  face  of  these  snois,  that  there  was 
an  extravagance  in  Mr.  Monroe,  chargeable  ' 
his  Secretary  of  State,  when  not  a  year  can 
found  in  which  these  expenses  have  ran  np  to 
thw'  present  amount !  The  gentleman  &om 
New  York  has  indeed  said,  that  it  became  ne- 
ceasary  to  reform  some  of  the  Ministers  doring 
the  recess  of  Oon^^sa,  and  hence  onr  present 
heavy  expense,  tre  once  were  taught  to  be- 
Ueve  that  reform  and  retrenchment  were  to  gc 
hand  in  hand;  but  they  are  now,  it  womd 
seem,  to  be  separated,  and  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  reform  shows  ns,  instead  of  a  re- 
trenchment, an  increase  which  would  of  itself 
have  broken  down  the  administration  which 
went  before  it.  And  not  only  an  increase  of 
this  patrona^,  but  even  the  doctrine  of  spe- 
cific appropriations  is  getting  to  be  rather  ob«o- 
lete,  and  outfits  not  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priation acta  are  now  token  from  the  oiplo- 
m&tio  fund.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  I  oomptatu 
of  this — the  Executive  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  do  as  has  been  done ;  bnt  I  do  complain  t£at 
gentlemen,  when  they  get  in,  should  so  soon 
foi^t  what  was  thor  favorite  doctrine  when 
they  were  out. 

Mr.  BtroiiANur  stid  he  had  not  expected 
that  the  House  wonld  have  entered  into  apar^ 
debate  upon  this  gnestion,  and  be  trasted  it 
wonld  not  now  senonsly  engage  in  snch  a  dis- 
cussion. The  two  genUemen  who  bad  ad- 
dressed the  Hoase  npon  different  sides  of  the 
question,  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  bat  a 
narrow  view  of  the  subject.  It  was  decidedly 
his  opinion  that,  in  onr  intercourse  with  for- 
ei^  nations,  we  should  pursue  a  liberal  and 
wise,  rather  than  a  narrow  and  shortrsighted 
policy.  It  was  the  interest  and  the  duty  of 
this  coontry  to  cherish  the  good  opinion  of  for- 
eign nations ;  and  in  our  intercourse  with 
them,  if  we  acted  npon  narrow  principles,  we 
might  find  that,  in  realizing  a  small  gdn,  the 
country  might  sustain  a  heavy  Icms,  We 
should  view  this  sabject  as  statesmen,  and 
never  hesitate  to  provide  the  means  necessary 
to  enable  the  Execntive  to  enstain  both  the 
oharaot«r  and  the  cause  of  this  country,  in  in- 
tercoorse  with  other  nations.  Mr,  B.  said  he 
was,  therefore,  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen 
comparing  the  relative  cost  of  our  foreign  in- 
tercourse in  different  years,  and  under  differ- 
ent administrations,  as  if  there  were  no  other 
question  to  be  considered,  but  which  adminis- 
^tion  had  spent  the  least  money. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S^  I  was  one  of  those  who  con- ' 


demned  the  last  administration,  not  bo  mneb  gg 
account  of  the  amount  of  its  expeoditimi  ii 
onr  foreign  interoonrse,  as  because,  m  pnctica 
it  repealed  the  law  of  1810.  A  practice  bid 
grown  up  within  the  last  twenty  yean,  vM 
at  least  violated  both  the  tetter  and  Iho  ipint 


..  _.  At  last  this  act  was  so  wholly  disr^ud- 
ed  by  the  last  administration,  that  Oiej  a^ni 
a  Minister,  upon  leaving  a  foreign  ooimtrT,  to 
convert  his  secretary  of  l^ation  intoichugi 
des  affures,  and  as  such  paid  a  fell  siluy  ud 
ontfit,  althongh  he  returned  home  a  very  ihtrt 
time  after  the  Minister.  This  was  not  onl; 
without  law,  bnt  expressly  against  lav.  H« 
had  not  the  least  right  to  such  an  sUotbw. 
It  was  not  a  queetion  whether  t)ie  contiogot 
fund  ought  to  have  l>een  resorted  to  for  bit 
payment ;  bnt  it  was  a  case  in  which  the  Fr» 
ident  had  no  risht,  onder  the  law.  to  allow  lun 
one  cent,  out  of  any  fund,  beyond  liis  ultrf » 
secretary  of  lotion.  Hr.  B.  vrae  williiig  llul 
those  matters  ebonld  now  rest  in  ohlivioo,  ind 
he  wonld  never  voluntarily  call  them  fom  to 
the  light.  He  had  opposed  the  practice  of  iLi 
last  administration,  not  because  they  bad  flit 
just  demands  ont  of  the  contingent  fond,  bit 
becanse  they  hod  made  donations  to  indiTidui 
in  express  violation  of  the  existing  lavs. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  true  reason  why  th«  tfjn- 
priation  necessary  for  our  foreign  tDtenwuM 


was  greater  the  present  than  it  had  bMotbe 
past  year,  was,  that  several  of  oar  Uintsten 
had  been  rectuled,  and  others  had  been  ^ 


pointed  in  their  stead,  whom  it  was  ii«c«sh; 
to  provide  with  outfits.     Would  any  gentitsM 

Soestion  the  right  of  the  Executive  to  pnm 
lis  course  t  For  this  conduct  he  was  lasw*- 
able  to  no  tribunal  but  that  of  the  JmeriMi 
people.  The  ^pointment  of  foreign  Hiniitci 
was  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  tb«  M' 
ecntive.  The  Constitution  and  lawi  of  it* 
United  States  had  reposed  in  him  tbit  Si'"^ 
tion ;  and  it  must  be  an  extreme  case  iodted  is 
which  the  House  of  Bepreeentativea  ougbt  to 
withhold  the  necessary  appropriation.  Bep»- 
sumed  no  gentieman  in  tbe  House  voolii  V 
that  such  a  case  now  existed.  He  had  riw  W 
say  thus  much ;  and  he  hoped  to  see  tli«  if?^ 
priation  made  vrithont  further  discusuoD. 

Mr.  EvKKBTT,  of  MassBohusettB,  s^d  i^  <* 
agreed  with  the  gentieman  from  Fennsj'liii* 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  as  to  the  caoH'' 
the  increase  in  the  appropriation.  ^T'^^S^ 
tieman  had  stated  it  to  be  the  recall  of  ««* 
of  the  foreign  Hiniatera,  and  the  outfits  of  u^ 
snocesBors ;  and  it  was  evident,  from  tbe  ta^ 
parison  of  the  bill  of  this  year  witii  the  »if» 
priation  law  of  the  last,  that  such  was  thea* 
He  also  agreed  with  the  gentieman  from  re*" 
aylvania,  that  the  recall  and  appointment » 
Ministers  was  a  matter  of  Eieontive  daafr 
tion ;  and  that  it  was  only  in  an  extreme  caw  i» 
the  House  would  be  justifiable  m  ^^^^'K, 
withhold  an  ^tptopriation  for  the  outfit  «• 
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Hisister  thus  appoiated.  But  TSr.  E.  begged 
to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  House  the 
manner  in  which  this  debate  arose.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Eestnckj  (Mr.  'Wianim)  had 
pnt  the  qaestion  to  the  cnairnum  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Waj9  and  Ueans,  why  the  appropria- 
tion fbr  Qte  diplomatic  eervioe  of  the  year 
amoimted  to  one  htindred  and  eightj  thonsand 
dollan,  while,  the  last  year,  it  was  bat  one 
hundred  and  thirtf-seyeD  tnonsaod  dollars! 
To  this  isqnirj  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  WajB  and  Means  had  replied,  that  there  bad 
been,  previons  to  tlie  last  year,  an  accomolA- 
"tton  01  nnexpended  b^anoea  of  former  appro- 
prifttiODB,  which  had  rendered  it  neceaBarj  to 
ftppropriate  less  for  1826 ;  bat  that  these  sor- 
plnaes  being  now  all  expended,  a  Im^^  sum 
iTHS  required  for  this  year.  With  great  defer- 
ence to  the  sonrce  from  which  this  statement 
proceeded,  Ur.  E.  ooold  not  agree  to  its  oor- 
reotness.  He  did  not  find,  in  looking  at  the 
ealimate  from  the  Department  of  Btate  for 
1829,  that  there  was  anjr  snoh  anrplns  mider 
this  head  of  appropriation. 

[Here  Ur.  £.  gave  way  to  an  explanation 
fnnn  Ur.  HoDittvik.] 

Ur.  KoDomx  rose  in  explanation.  He  said 
that  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  make  any 
party  allnaicfflfi,  or  any  obeervatjons  which  conld 
poadbty  be  oonstmed  into  snoh,  iu  relation  to 
that  appropriation.  He  referred,  on  this  point, 
to  the  explanation  made  by  him  on  the  preced- 
ing day,  m  answer  to  the  member  from  Con- 
neotient,  (Ur.  Inokbboll,)  and  concluded  by 
stating  that  he  tmBt«d  he  should  not  be  consid- 
ered an  authority  for  the  debate  which  had 
taken  place. 

Ur.  EruBiT  reeamed.  He  said  that  the 
gentleman's  explanation  was  in  acoordsnoe 
with  his  own  view  of  the  case ;  and  he  was 
about  himself  immediately  to  state  that  the 
Bnrplns  alluded  to  was  in  a  different  fund,  for 
which  no  appropriation  at  all  was  made  in 
1629 ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  increase  of 
forty  thonsand  dollars  in  the  diplomatic  service 
of  the  present  year,  over  the  last,  was  not 
owing  to  any  each  enrplas  being  added  to  the 
appropriation  of  1839.  It  was  an  increase  of 
Bxpenaitnre,  owing,  oa  the  gentleman  from 
Penuiylvania  stated,  to  the  recall  of  the  for- 
eign Ministers,  and  the  outfits  of  their  suooes- 
sors.  Snpposins  this  matter  to  be  now  under- 
stood all  arouna  the  House,  he  should  say  no 
more  about  it.  He  must,  however,  dwell  a 
in<»uent  on  another  point,  connected  with  this 
wpropriation,  in  which,  after  what  had  been 
sun,  he  need  not  disclaim  being  a  volunteer. 
These  ontflta,  to  the  amount  of  over  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  have  been  paid  without  any  spe- 
(ufic  appropriation.  On  the  contrary,  a  gentle- 
man from  Geoi^^  (Mr.  Wildb.)  last  winter, 
l^oposed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  make 
an  sppropriation  for  the  outfits  of  Uinisters 
who  might  be  appointed ;  and  the  committee 
declined  making  such  an  appropriation.  They 
passed  the  bill  as  they  found  it^  with  specific 


appropriations  for  oert^  dengnat«d  salaries 
and  outfits,  with  an  estimated  addition  for  con- 
tingende^he  believed,  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  This  looked  rather,  when  considered 
in  connection  with  the  refusal  of  the  commit- 
tee Just  alluded  to,  like  excluding  all  outfits  not 
provided  for  by  the  bill.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing this,  forty  thousand  dollars  in  outfits, 
for  which  no  appropriation  had  been  made, 
have  been  paid  dnring  the  last  summer.  Mr. 
E.  did  not  mention  this  as  criminating  the  pres- 
ent administratioD,  bat  as  vindicating  the  past. 
It  had  been  asserted  and  reiterated,  here  and 
elsewhere,  Ibat  the  late  administration  had  im- 
properly paid  outfits  out  of  the  contingent  fund, 
and  transferred  to  one  object  what  was  spe- 
cifically appropriated  to  another.  Now  here 
we  have  forty  thousand  dollars  expended  in 
ontfits,  without  any  speciflo  appropriation; 
although  two  outfits,  ii  he  recollected,  were 
Hpeciflod  in  the  act  of  the  last  year.  From 
what  Kind  the  money  had  been  taken,  he  could 
hardly  telL  That  part  of  the  estimate  was  not 
very  dear.  There  ia  no  such  thing  as  a  diplo- 
matic Amd  known  to  the  appropriation  law. 
The  sum  now  asked  for  appears  to  be  asked  as 
a  repayment  of  so  mnch  taken  from  other 
items.  Of  this.  Mr.  E.  was  not  disposed  to 
complain ;  but  ne  hoped  gentlemen  would  now 
feel  how  unjustly  the  late  administration  had 
been  condemned  for  a  course  bo  soon  adopted 
by  the  present,  and  which  must,  of  neoesaity, 
be  adopted  by  any  administration. 

Mr.  MfiDrrwrtt  said  he  had  never  denied  that 
outfitH,  under  such  ciroamgtances,  were  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  SvKKiTT  replied,  that  he  did  not  main- 
tain that  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina 
individually  had  held  this  doctrine ;  but  it  had 
been  dietincUT  IsJd  down  in  the  reports  of  two 
committees  of  the  House,  at  the  last  Conereas 
— the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the 
Department  of  Btate,  and  the  Retrenchment 
Committee.  The  latter  committee  had  recom- 
mended the  abolition  of  the  fund  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  foreign  missions,  on  the 
gronnd  that  it  enabled  the  Executive,  at  his 
own  discretion,  to  augment  the  allowanees  to 
the  foreign  MiniBt«rs. 

Mr.  Cahsbilxito  asked  if  tbe  gentleman 
from  Uassachusetts  was  not  mistaken.  It  was 
the  secret  service  money,  and  not  the  contin- 
gent fund,  which  the  Committee  on  Betrench- 
ment  proposed  to  suppress,  Waa^  not  the  gen- 
tleman confounding  one  sutgeot  with  the  other! 

Mr.  EvKBBTT.  I  am  not  miataken.  The 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  proposed  to  abol- 
ish the  fund  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  all  tbe  missions  abroad,  as  the  gen- 
tieman will  find  by  turning  to  their  report. 

Wr,  HoBioH  said,  that,  in  the  whole  course 
of  his  le^slative  life,  he  had  never  thought  it 
necessary  to  build  up  a  political  reputation,  by 
advocating  a  false  system  of  economy.  He 
should  vote  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  distin- 
guished statesman  at  the  head  of  Uie  Oonuoit- 
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t«e  of  Wa;a  and  Maana.  He  (Hr.  K)  faEid  not 
Dome  here  to  condeimi  the  late  admtnietratioii, 
nor  to  applaad  the  preeent  one,  whether  right 
or  wrong.  But  he  mart  sa^,  thAt  the  iUnsbl- 
ouB  iDdividnal  who  Lad  been  elected  to  the 
chair  of  8ut«,  waa,  he  iras  oonTinoei  actoated 
la  the  adminiiitratioa  of  the  afiain>  of  Oovom- 
ment  bj  the  beat  and  purest  moUToa.  He  be- 
lieved the  President  to  be  a  bold  and  honest 
man ;  and  he  was  fiimlj  oonvinoed  that,  whilst 
he  vu  raiToanded  bj  his  preMst  wise  and 
patriotio  adviaere,  the  liberties  of  the  oonntrj 
would  be  ceoore. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
« tliird  reading. 

TcisdjlT,  February  16. 
Ths  Jvdieiary  Bili. 

The  Boose  *g|un  reiolved  itself  into  &  Oom- 
mitt«e  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  OAicsKKLXKCt  in  the 
ch^,  and  took  np  the  Jndioiarj  bill. 

Ur.  HuDTiNeTOB  said :  This  bill  operates 
npora  a  department  of  the  Goremment,  in  oom- 
parison  with  which  every  other  department  is 
powerless.  It  aflbcts  a  tribonal  which  hears 
and  adyndicates  not  only  npon  the  conflicting 
dums  of  private  citizens,  but  one  which,  while 
it  opens  the  book  of  the  conetitntion,  and 
pi^tB  sovereignty  itself  to  the  claaM,  "  Thns 
nr  mayeet  thon  come,  bnt  no  farther  " — holds 
in  its  hand  the  chain  which  confines  it  within 
Oie  prescribed  limits.  Well,  then,  did  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Pennsylvania  say,  the  snb- 
ject  was  important.  The  remark  was  worthy 
of  the  sabject,  and  the  sonrce  h^xa  which  it 
proceeded. 

I  listened  with  much  attention,  and,  I  will 
add,  with  mnoh  plessore,  too,  (as  I  always  do 
when  the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia favors  ns  with  his  remarks  on  any  sabject,) 
to  the  very  able  and  Inoid  statement  which  he 
made  of  the  reasons  which  indaced  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  he  is  the  organ,  to  present 
ibis  bill  for  oar  consideration,  I  noticed  hov, 
with  the  hand  of  a  master,  he  drew  the  great 
ontliDes,  the  leading  featnres  of  onr  Jadicial 
system,  as  it  has  existed  fh)m  the  first  orsani- 
iKition  of  the  Ocvernmeat  to  the  present  t^e : 
I  heard  him  point  cot  the  duties,  the  resyonM- 
biUtiea,  and  the  powers  of  the  Supreme  Conrt; 
tiie  benefits  which  had  followed  the  adoption 
of  the  present  system ;  the  evils  which  wonld 
result  from  its  abandonment ;  and  the  necesmty 
of  its  extension  to  the  new  States.  He  will  do 
me  the  Jastioe  to  believe  me  dnoefe,  when  I 
say  I  heud  him  with  a  desire  to  be  convinced 
that  my  objections  to  this  bill  were  groondless ; 
bnl  he  will  pardon  me  for  saying,  that  although 
I  was  instructed  by  his  learning,  and  gratified 
with  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conunnni- 
cated,  I  still  retun  the  aame  opinion  as  when 
this  disoQssion  commenced ;  and  that  is,  that 
this  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law.    The  rea- 


fbatnre  of  the  bill,  that  whidi  prt^ioses  to  ._. 
two  to  the  preamt  nmnber  of  the  jiutMi  4 
the  SupreBte  Court,  an  anaww  to  two  inqmiB 
into  which  the  sntiject  wy  naturally  ana  dM 
ously  divides  itael(  seems  necessary. 

Are  there  evils  attending  the  practical  qv- 
ationa  of  our  jndioial  aystem,  as  hmtod  sod 
confined  by  edsting  regolatioiis,  «M<i  rejidN 
any  remedy  t 

If  there  are,  does  this  hill  Aunidi  bodi  ■ 
adequate  <»e,  and  the  beat  which,  imdH  iD 
the  drcnmstanoes,  can  be  adopted) 

The  evile  oompluned  o^  aiid  for  irtaA  U 
bill  is  intended  to  provide,  exist  in  cm  tea, 
and  are  of  one  oharaotw,  m  the  Statst  of  !■■ 
diana,  Hlinoia,  Usaisriptd,  IGsaonri,  Alabnn, 
and  LoniBiajia;  and  in  another fonn,  sad  in 
of  another  character  in  the  States  of  !■- 
tncky,  Tenneasee,  and  Ohio. 

To  the  former,  the  Gireuit  Court  tjiim » 
not  extended  at  all ;  and  tlie  oompUnt  i*,  not 
that  their  Jndidal  bnaneee  is  not  fiaidied,M 
that  it  is  not  as  well  done  as  it  would  be  nra 
a  Jnslice  of  the  Supreme  Gonrt  sssigned  lo 
them.  To  the  latter,  the  system  is  nomiuBr 
extended ;  bat,  from  a  varied  and  oomtni- 
tion  of  caaB«e,  the  benefits  of  it  are  not  nit 
iied :  their  oomplunt  is,  not  that  thdr  jndioil 
basinese  is  not  well  done,  but  that  the  usstoU- 
able  delay  in  completing  it  is  tantamomittii 
denial  of  Jnstioe. 

The  source  from  whence  tliese  eranplri* 
proceed,  and  the  manner  in  whid  they  tan 
been  presented  to  na,  claim  the  most  ivfuOU 
consiaeratioa ;  uid,  if  wdl  founded,  howew 
we  m^  differ  as  to  tlie  mode  of  redraoif 
them,  I  trast  we  shall  not  differ  as  to  dM  (s- 
tent  of  their  righta,  or  of  oar  duties.  I  do  art 
intend  to  bvspaas  loog  npon  the  patieM  tf 
tba  committee  by  the  remarks  whkh  I  Ad 
maike  npon  tbis  branch  of  tite  ratgect;  te, 
with  the  views  whi<di  I  entertain  iqardicgBi 
remedy  proposed.  It  might  safely  be  sdiuM 
that  uie  evils  oomplwied  of  are  ss  exUn* 
as  has  been  supposed.  But  as  this  btH  i>  ^ 
fbssedly  framea  to  supply  the  wants,  ttM  u*- 
Inte  necessities,  and  to  snstain  Qiejostri^*' 
the  States,  to  which  I  have  referred;  smo^ 
position  has  been  manifestdd  by  any  mcniti^ 
morease  the  number  of  the  Jnstices  of  die  » 
preme  Oonrt,  except  for  tbese  reasons,  it  M 
be  well  briefly  to  examine  and  taetiUit,  ■ 
practicable,  how  far  the  complaints  whidi  kc 
been  made  are  well  fbnnded ;  what  reil  »** 
sity  does  exist  for  the  increase.  And  if  I* 
not  very  mach  mistake,  it  will  be  fiWDd  t"j 
tlie  state  of  judicial  bosiness  in  tbs  oMitia  , 
the  United  States,  in  these  SUtea,  wfli  w*j» 
tify,  nor  does  it  require,  any  snch  additi<B^ 
least,  from  the  information  now  befbn  W 
oommittee,  the  neoesmty  adverted  to  ii » 
shown  to  exist 

1  begin  with  the  aix  younger  States.  J* 
honorable  ohainuaa  of  the  Judi<^ai7  ftm"*; 
tot  0tt.  SacBAXAx)  hasinfoimisdtbaeoBB*- 
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tee  that  the  parental  oare  of  the  Oovenunent, 
80  &r  as  it  regards  the  equal  aod  dne  adminia- 
tration  of  juatice  in  the  federal  oonrta,  U  with- 
drawn &om  them. 

Of  this  thej  complain,  because  it  deniee  to 
them  an  eqaalit^  of  righta  and  privileges  with 
the  other  gtat««,  and  thus  mortifies  what  is 
sometimes  called  State  pride,  and  ezoitea  State 
jealonsy. 

£  have  no  disposition  to  deaj  the  proposi- 
tion, that,  hj  the  terms  of  admisaion,  the  new 
States  are  placed  on  an  entire  eqaalit;  with  the 
<Ai  States  ta  to  rights  and  dutjes ;  tad  if  I  had 
tlie  dispoGition,  I  nave  not  the  power  to  do  it 
ooQustentlj  either  with  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
the  acta  of  Congress  antiiorizing  their  admis- 
eion.  Nor,  in  what  I  am  now  ahont  to  say, 
shsU  I  be  Joatl;  obnoiioos  to  the  imputation 
of  entert^niog  unkiad  feelings  towards  the 
new  States.  Coming,  as  I  du,  &om  one  of  the 
old  States  of  the  Uaion,  and  ftom  a  State  from 
which  the  tide  of  emigraUon  has  heretofore 
rolled  with  a  rapidity  and  constancy  which  has 
not  entirely  ceased,  I  have  maoy  reasons  to 
feel  and  cherish  all  that  kindness  aud  respect 
towards  the  younger  sisters  of  the  confederacy, 
as  they  were  very  appropriately  called  by  the 
Iionorable  member  from  FamiBylvania,  (Ur. 
BuoaAKAH,)  which  such  an  endeared  relation 
should  eicite.  Many  of  the  sous  of  Connecti- 
ont  ace  now  respectable  citizens  of  those 
States ;  some  of  them  are  distingnished  mem- 
bers from  those  States  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. I  say,  therefore,  with  frankness  and 
with  pleasure,  that  I  would  withbold  from 
them  no  one  right — I  would  deprive  them  of 
no  one  privilege,  which,  under  smiilar  ciroum- 
stances,  is  granted  to  the  older  States.  I  may, 
howerer,  still  be  permitted  to  say,  that  this 
principle  of  equality,  so  tar  as  it  relates  to  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  federal  courts, 
has  never  been  the  standard  by  which  the  Jadi- 
cifll  system  of  the  nation  has  been  regulated, 
not  even  in  the  old  States  of  the  Union.  Upon 
the  principle  of  entire  equslity,  each  State 
ahould  have  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Ooort; 
and  more  than  one,  if  necessary,  to  enable  its 

{adicial  businees  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Itates  to  be  fiuished  with  the  some  faciU^  and 
economy  as  in  the  other  States. 

But  our  judicial  system  does  Dot  now  pro- 
ceed on  any  such  assumed  basis.  Why  are 
Sarts  of  the  wealthy  and  powerful  States  of 
'ew  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virpnia,  cut  off 
&om  the  benefits  of  the  present  system  1  Why 
are  they  deprived  of  the  talents  and  learning 
of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  ?  Is  not  this 
hnmiliating  to  their  pride — and  yet,  to  obviate 
it,  the  number  of  the  judzes  must  still  further 
bo  increased.  Even  tne  bill  under  diseussion 
deprives  a  part  of  the  State  of  Looiaisna,  and 
a,  part  of  the  Btato  of  Alabama,  of  the  same 
benefits.  If  we  look  at  the  progress  of  oar 
l^^slation  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  obvions 
uat  no  such  principle  as  that  of  State  pride, 
feeling,  jealoosy,  ever  entered  into  the  merits 
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of  the  system.  Kentucky  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  fifteen  years  before  the  present  sys- 
tem was  extended  to  hw.  Tennessee  elevui 
years,  and  Ohio  four  years,  I  need  not  how- 
ever, press  tliese  considerations,  for  the  honor- 
able member  from  Pennsylvania,  QUr.  Bn- 
CBUiin,)  with  his  nsnal  frankness  and  candor, 
admitted  that  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  thou^^  thereby  placed  "  on  on  equal 
footing  with  the  origidal  States,  in  all  respecta 
whatever,"  did  not  confer  upon  her  the  right 
to  claim  that  the  Cirooit  Court  system  ehonld 
be  extended  to  her  immediately,  and  that  no 
obligation  was  imposed  upon  Congress  so  to 
extend  it  until  the  wants  of  the  State  required 
it,  and  the  ciroumatoDces  of  the  oountjy  per- 
mitted it  to  be  done.  I  am  satisfied  with  this 
standud  of  our  duty,  and  I  a^  the  committee 
to  apriy  it  to  the  present  situation  of  the  riz 
new  States.  Its  wants,  so  far  as  they  apply  to 
this  subject^  ore  to  be  aeoert^ed  by  referring 
to  the  extent  and  amount  of  its  business  in  the 
federal  courts.  I  was  surprised  that  the  com- 
mittee were  furnished  with  no  statement  re- 
garding it.  1  do  not  know,  nor  have  I  heard, 
that  it  is  such  as  to  require  that  the  judicial 
system  should  be  extended  to  them ;  and,  being 
ignorant  of  their  wants,  oan  I  Tote  for  a  bill 
which  has  been  framed  to  supply  them !  If  I 
were  allowed  to  hazard  a  couecture,  it  would 
be  that  the  jndidal  business  of  these  States,  in 
the  courts  of  the  Uuiled  States,  was  veiy  lim- 
ited in  amount.  Their  local  situation,  and  Uie 
habits  and  pursuits  of  their  iababitanta,  (with 
the  exception  of  the  couuueruial  cities  of  Mew 
Orleans  and  Uobile.)  would  seem  to  be  snoh  as 
not  to  produce  mui^  litigation  in  these  courts. 
So  memorial  has  been  presented  from  any  one 
of  these  States,  at  least  none,  within  my  re- 
collection, statuig  their  wants,  and  soliciting 

Does  this  bill  fiimish  both  an  adequate  rem- 
edy for  eiistiog  evils,  and  the  beat  which  under 
all  circumstances  oan  be  adopted  ? 

In  my  Judgment,  no  worse  remedy  con  be 
adopted  than  that  which  increases  the  number 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  CourL  I  will 
brleSy  state  the  reasons  for  this  opinion. 

It  tends  to  divide  the  reeponsibility  of  the 
judges,  and  thus  diminishes  the  weight  of  it, 
which  each  individual  judge  should  feeL  It  u 
a  very  common  observation,  but  not  the  less 
correct,  indeed  it  has  almost  the  force  of  a  tru- 
ism, that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  agenta 
employed  to  perform  any  service  is  inoreased 
beyond  that  necessary  for  ita  accomplishment, 
is  the  responsibility  of  each  lessened.  This 
springs  from  a  principle  of  human  nature  too 
obvious  to  need  illustration.  I  am  aware  that 
it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  precise  limit  where  indi- 
vidual responsibility  will  be  materially  impaired 
by  the  increased  number  of  agents,  but  I  think 
it  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  it  must  be  im- 
paired, when,  in  the  court  of  dernier  resort, 
being  purely  a  jadidal  tribunal,  that  number  is 
nine,  uoo^  there  is  no  majpc,  as  was  said  by 
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the  honorable  member  trom  Tennessee,  (Hr. 
Polk,)  in  the  number  nine.  We  mnat  resort  to 
the  practice  of  other  nations,  and  to  the  differ- 
ent States  in  the  Union,  to  gnide  ns  to  a  cor- 
rect result  on  this  point  In  England,  vith 
the  exception  of  the  Honse  of  Lords,  and,  in 
this  oonntry,  of  the  Snpreme  Court  of  Errors 
of  the  Btste  of  New  York,  the  court  of  dernier 
resort  is  composed  of  a  less  nnmber  than  that 
proposed  in  this  bill.  'With  reeard  to  the  ooert 
m  England,  and  that  in  New  York,  which  are 
exceptions,  thef  are  not  merelr  jn^cial  tribu- 
nals, but  poseees  and  exercise  le^slative  pow- 
ers, and  there  is  no  analoKT  between  them  and 
the  supreme  appellate  Jnoioisl  tribunal  of  this 
oonntrj.  The  House  of  Lords,  utting  as  a 
conrt,  review  very  few  of  the  numerous  cases, 
either  in  law  or  equity,  which  are  jearly  a^jn- 
dicsted  by  the  court  of  chancers  and  the  courts 
of  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas.  I  would 
appeal  to  many  gentlemen  in  this  House,  whose 
oDservstions  have  enabled  them  to  fonn  cor- 
rect opinions  on  this  subject  whether  a  smaller 
nnmher  than  that  proposed  hj  this  bill  has  not 
conduced  to  a  more  perfect  responribility  of 
each  member  of  the  conrt,  than  would  proba> 
bly  have  existed  had  it  been  increased.  I 
appeal  partionlarl;  to  one  gentleman,  whom 
I  see  in  his  plae&  (Ur.  Spinoeb,  of  New 
York,)  and  whom  I  hope  the  committee  will 
have  the  pleasure  to  hear,  whose  Judicial  cbar^ 
aoter  to  tuiow,  is  to  respect  and  admire.  I  ask 
him  to  say  whether,  from  the  observations 
vhich  a  long  and  distinguiBhed  Judicial  life  has 
enabled  him  to  make,  the  responsibility  of  each 
judge  is  not  to  an  extent,  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable, greater  or  less,  in  proportion  t«  the 
number  of  judges  who  compose  tiie  court.  The 
honorable  member  trota  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bu- 
ohakah)  was  pleased  to  say,  that  those  who 
think  the  number  proposed  in  this  bill  too 
laree,  confine  their  views  too  much  to  the  sev- 
er^ States ;  whereas,  the  true  statesman  looks 
beyond  the  confines  of  hia  own  State,  and  em- 
braces within  hia  vision  t^ja  extended  republic, 
oonsisting  of  twenty-four  States,  producing  a 
great  mass  of  busiuMS  reqniring  judicial  inves- 
tigation. I  make  no  professions  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  statesman.  My  pursuits  in  life  have 
been  professional  merely;  but  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  that  because  our  country  is  great  and  ex- 
tended, because  much  jadicial  business  is  to  be 
done  in  its  courts,  that  this  affeota  the  argu- 
ment which  I  am  now  urging,  that  an  increase 
of  numbers  impairs  individaal  Tesponsibility. 
It  may,  on  that  aocoont,  require  the  adoption 
of  a  different  system  from  the  existing  one.  but 
in  no  degree  does  it  weaken  the  force  of  the 
Buggestions  which  I  have  made  in  relataon  to 
the  responsibility  of  the  judges. 

An  uiorease  of  the  nnmber  of  judges  tends 
to  produce  less  concentration  of  action,  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  less  union  of 
action  in  the  court,  than  would  otherwise  ex- 
ist, and  as  would  be  demrable.  It  is  certainly 
important  that  each  Judge  ehoold,  for  liiinMilf| 


examine  with  care  and  attention  everj  ease, 
every  matter  of  law  and  fact  connected  iriA 
it^  in  which  he  is  called  to  pronounce  sn  vm- 
ion.  This  is  oftentimes  a  work  of  time  tmd  rf 
great  labor.  Increase  the  nnmber,  and  mijit 
not  be  feared  that  it  will  tend  to  the  allotnimt 
of  different  cases  to  different  Judges,  not  m«e- 
ly  to  draw  up  the  opinion,  (which  ia  not  onlj 
proper,  but  necessary,)  but  to  eiSBiiM  IM 
cases ;  and  thus,  instead  of  bringing  to  the  aid 
of  the  litigant  partiea  the  individual  iMrnutg 
and  industry  of  each,  the  decision  wiR  in  {kt 
rest,  as  it  will  be  pronounced,  on  the  bvestigi- 
Hon  of  a  single  judge?  Hay  it  not  he  fearn 
that  either  this  resdt  will  follow,  or  thit  the 
burinees  of  the  court  cannot  be  seastmablj  fin- 
ished with  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  ttM 
partiee,  or  that  much  of  the  time  of  the  mntt 
will  be  oonsnmed  in  endless  discnasiont  ts^ 
cially  in  cases  where  there  is  any  con^denUt 
complication  of  facta,  in  pcrhi^is  oftenlMa 
fruiueas  endeavors  to  reconcile  jarring  opinimi 
and  different  views  which  may  be  taken  of  tbt 
same  sntfject  t  The  honorable  member  fraa 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bvobabas)  admitted,  tint 
if  the  jadges  had  no  circuit  dnties  toperferm, 
there  would  be  danger  that  the  conseqa«o«s  to 
which  I  have  alluded  wonld  follow ;  that  6iat 
would  be  danger  that  some  of  them  wonld  In, 
as  he  expressed  it,  aye  or  no  judges.  I  in  tf 
a  loss  to  perceive  how  the  discharge  of  &e» 
circuit  duties  would  destroy  this  characteristic. 
A  judge,  who  would  be  an  aye  or  no  jodge  t 
the  bench  of  an  appellate  tribunal,  is  in  gRit 
danger  of  being  less  than  that  at  the  circuit. 

An  increase  of  the  number  of  judges  ^ 
tend  to  impair  public  confidence  in  tbe  ooott 
Next  in  importance  to  an  npright  adminidn- 
tion  of  justice,  is  the  belief  that  it  is  bo  sdmn- 
istered.  Indeed,  it  b  almost  as  essential  to  <1m 
real  utility  of  a  oonrt,  that  its  decisions  siiodd 
be  deemed  to  emanate  (to  use  a  commoo  <i- 
pression)  from  a  pure  heart  and  a  sound  bead, 
as  that  such  should,  in  fact,  be  their  oharactd- 
istics.  Let  the  community  once  believe,  wbeth- 
er  from  causes  well  or  ill  founded,  that  tbe  S*- 
cisions  of  this  judicial  tribunal  are  not  eotitw 
to  their  confidence,  and  the  salutary  eff!^ 
which  would  otherwise  follow  from  the  ew- 
oise  of  their  powers  would  be  neifter  seen  n" 
felt,  ^^n  I  asked  how  this  confidence  of  t^ 
public  may  be  impaired  by  increasing  the  nnB- 
her  of  the  court?  I  answer,  in  one  or  bod" 
two  ways. 

By  creating  a  belief  that  the  c«urt  part^ 
more  of  the  character  of  a  popular  latam 
than  of  a  mere  Judicial  tribunal ;  that  m<^ 
menta  are  to  be  made  to  it  with  refennw  ^ 
some  supposed  ratio  of  representation  in  the 
several  States ;  that  each  portion  of  the  Um" 
is  to  be  regarded,  whenever  a  vacancy  oocaU 
or  new  judges  are  to  be  added,  as  entitled,  fiflm 
its  wealth,  population,  or  poUtical  importiMJ 
to  famish  the  incumbent ;  indeed,  thit  thia* 
itself  coustitutee  a  reason  for  the  inorene  « 
the  court ;  that  eeotional  views  are  to  b«  «"■ 
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anltod,  seotjonal  importanoe  tb  be  oonsidered 
that  an  increase  of  the  number  is  necessarj  U 
advance  the  partioolar  interesta  of  particolar 
parta  of  the  conntiy.  I  need  not  detun  the 
committee  to  point  oat  the  deleteriooa  conse- 
qnencea  resulting  from  anoh  an  impresdon 
upon  the  pnblio  mind.  It  is  very  oDvions  the 
court,  nnder  Bach  cironmatanoes,  would  oease 
to  posaeas  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
If  the  number  of  judges  be  Increaaed,  in 
conformity  with  the  principle  of  the  present 
Inl),  aa  the  wanta  of  the  ooontrf  ma;  hereafter 
require,  ma^  it  not  be  feared  that  it  will  be  im- 
poBBible  that  the  bnaineaa  of  tlie  Supreme 
Conrt  should  be  done  with  that  despatch 
which  a  due  regard  to  the  right  of  auitors  re- 

Jairea.  Do  our  friends  at  the  West  t«ll  us  that 
eUaj  is  a  denial  of  Justice  to  them !  How 
will  h  be  with  parties  attending  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  in  this  o^itol  f  Will  there  be  no  delay 
as  to  them!  I  have  been  informed  that  now, 
with  the  increased  term  of  the  ooort,  two  years 
el^iM,  on  an  average,  before  a  case,  after  it  is 
entered  on  the  docket,  is  detenniiied.  The 
clerk  has  fnmiahed  me  with  a  memorandum, 
fWno  which  it  spears  that  on  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1B27,  there  were  one  hnndred  and  sixty 
oaaea  on  the  docket  At  the  January  term  of 
the  same  year,  geventy'Seven  oases  were  de- 
cided. Onthdl4thof  January,  1828,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  on  the  docket. 
At  the  term  of  that  year  eighty-eight  oaaes  were 
decided.  Onthel2thofJanuary,lB29,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  coaes  on  the  docket. 
At  the  term  of  that  year  fifty-three  cases  were 
deluded.  On  the  16ui  of  February,  1880,  there 
were  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  cases  on  the 
docket  In  1827,  the  oomi  were  in  seeaion 
Krty-eight  days.  In  1838,  aiity-three  days. 
In  162B,  uxty-seven  days.  And  how  will  the 
period  of  delay  be  extended,  aa  the  hualnesa  of 
the  court  increases  with  the  increase  of  the 


Judges  are  in  no  fault  It  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  aystem  under  which  they  are  placed.  They 
aooomplish  all  which  the  most  devoted  and  un- 
tiring mdoatry,  and  incessant  application  to  the 
discharge  of  their  dntiee,  can  aocompliah.  But 
tliey  are  obliged  to  adjourn  before  aU  the 
causea  are  heard  and  detennined,  to  enable 
thean  to  hold  tlie  cireuit  oonrts.  Unst  not, 
then,  the  present  system  hereafter  be  abaa- 
donod,  or  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court  be 
filled  with  a  nnmber  of  liUg^ied  casea  immeaa- 
arably  aJmoat  exceeding  Uut  of  any  of  the 
Veatem  States  which  noV  comply  of  it  as 
amounting  to  a  denial  of  justioe  to  them ! 
Why,  sir  it  may  be  feared  that  the  proverbial 
delays  of  the  English  court  of  chancery  will 
not  exceed  the  necessary  delays  which  here- 
after will  attend  parties  litigating  in  the  Su- 
preme OoDTt,  if  uie  present  syatem  be  then 
persevered  in.  The  hand  of  death  will  remove 
tiKua  before  their  oontroverdea  can  be  decided. 
The  delay  and  conaeqnent  expense  will  con- 
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anme  the  whole  of  what  may  eventually  be 
awarded  to  them.  Thia  would  be  not  merely 
a  delay,  it  would  be  a  mockery  of  juatioe. 

I  have  thna,  as  briefly  as  I  conld,  adverted  to 
the  evils  which  in  my  judgment  would  follow,  or 
which  might  follow,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
principle,  that  new  jndgea  are  to  be  created  as 
often  as  the  wanta  of  the  new  Statea  require  them. 
Were  it  in  order,  as  I  am  aware  it  strictly  ia not,  to 
advert  to  an  amendment  which  baa  been  printed 
and  laid  on  our  tables,  and  whieh  an  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Daniel)  pro- 
poses to  offer  herea^r  to  this  bill,  whidi  pro- 
vides that  a  m^ority  of  all  the  JusUces  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt,  anlJiorized  by  law  to  be  ^>- 
pomted  and  commissioned,  shall  concur  in  de- 
ciding against  the  validity  of  a  statute  of^  or 
an  authority  exercised  nnder,  any  State,  in 
every  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  where  is 
drawn  in  question  the  validitr  of  such  statnte 
of,  or  anthoritr  exercised  under,  any  State,  on 
the  ground  of  a  repugnance  thereof  to  the 
Oonstitnlion,  treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and,  unless  snoh  m^oritj  concur,  the 
deoiaiona  of  the  court  shall  be  entered  as  in 
favor  of  their  validity,  and  which  further  pro- 
vides that  no  diatrict  or  oironit  court  shall 
have  jurisdiction,  or  take  co^nizanoe  of  any 
suit,  matter,  or  cause  of  action,  (other  than 
causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,) 
either  at  common  law  or  in  equity,  where  the 
oanae  of  action,  roottw,  or  auit  arises  out  of; 
and  depends  solely  upon,  the  laws  of  any  States 
and  in  which  no  statute  of;  or  antbori^  exer- 
cised nnder,  any  State,  is  drawn  in  question,  on 
the  ground  of  a  repugnance  Qiereof  to  the  Oon- 
atitution,  treatjea,  or  lawa  of  the  United  Statea ; 
and  if  I  could  think  it  possible  that  this  amend- 
ment would  meet  with  the  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  should  think  the  bill  so  amended 
much  worse  than  it  now  is ;  for  then  the  ten- 
dency of  the  ayatem  would  perhaps  more  obvi- 
ously be  to  unsettle  and  put  at  hazard  judicial 
decisiona  on  great  qneations  which  take  hold  of 
the  vital  intoreets  of  this  nation,  to  set  afloat 
precedents  regarding  oonstitntional  law,  made 
iftta  the  fullest  diacnsaion  and  the  most  mature 
deliberation,  and  acquiesced  in  by  every  de- 
partment of  the  QoTemment,  and  by  the  great 
body  of  our  oitdxens.  But  this  is  not  the  time 
to  discuss  the  prindples  involved  in  thia 
unendment  I  abstain  at  present  troia  any 
f^irther  remarks  upon  it 

Mr.  Ellbwobth  said  ;  I  prefer  alt<^ther  the 
system  of  Judicial  organizatitm  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  the  year  1819,  and  which,  aa  I  nnder- 
stand,  received  the  almost  nnanimoua  concur- 
rence of  that  body,  vie.,  making  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Statea  an  s^pellsto  court, 
and  creating  circuit  courts  to  be  fllled  with 
other  judges.  This  ia  the  true  syatem  for  tbia 
country,  after  all  that  has  or  cab  be  said; 
and  one  which  will  ere  long  be  estebliahed; 
and  much  sooner,  too,  I  am  apt  to  think,  than 
some  gentlemen  imagine. 

Sir,  the  bill  npon  yonr  U^le  ii  OM  of  Om 
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deepest uidhigheetinterMttothisooQiitiT'.  Few 
eanbemoreBO.  It  will  give  character  to  the  conn- 
try.  It  will  moke  oar  l&w.  It  is  on  act  for  life. 
There  will  be  no  escape  from  it  This  day  we 
are  about  to  establish  the  judidil  character  of 
the  Govermnent  for  years  to  come,  if  not  for- 
ever. Many  who  now  hear  me  will  live  lone 
mongh  to  see  the  &tal  effects  of  this  bill,  ahonld 
Oongrese  be  so  nnwise  as  to  pass  it  into  a  taw. 
I  hardly  dare  to  Hpeak  openly  my  anprehenuons 
from  the  adoption  of  ttus  bill — this  occnmola- 
tion  of  judges  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  to  provide 
jodges  for  the  circuits.  I  hope  the  committee 
will  pause,  and  ponse  a  Ions  while,  before  they 
take  a  step  so  ominoos  to  me  ultimate  destiny 
of  the  country. 

Permit  me  to  say,  mi,  that,  in  establishing 
or  extending  a  jndicial  system  for  this  country, 
we  ought  to  aim  at  two  things,  oniformity  and 
permanence.  The  system  should  be  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  conntry ;  it  sboold,  if  possible, 
carry  to  every  part  of  the  Union  an  eqnal  par- 
ticipation in  the  jndicial  power  of  the  constita- 
tioD,  and  be  capable  of  extension,  according  to 
Uie  growth  and  exigencies  of  this  ent^prismi^ 
active,  end  extending  republic  It  is  a  fatal 
oltjection  to  any  system,  that  it  is  partial,  or 
that  it  must  be  exchanged  for  another.  A 
change  of  system  is  a  change  of  law.  It  is  a 
change  of  Judges.  It  introduces  endless  and 
rainons  confusion;  and  that,  too,  where  oer- 
t^ty  and  harmony  shonld  prevail.  If  we 
would  have  nniformity  in  the  exposition  of  the 
law,  we  mnst  have  a  oniform  and  permanent 
system  in  its  administration.  Let  us  now  look 
idWr  such  a  system.  It  may  be  fomid  without 
difflcolty.  Bntletnaavoidasacalamitythisargu- 
mentation  of  Judges  in  the  Supreme  Court,  until 
it  is  broken  down  by  its  weight,  and  stripped 
of  every  thing  which  commends  it  to  the  people. 

There  are,  essentially,  but  two  plans  bron^b 
before  the  committee  by  the  bill  or  the  amend- 
ments proposed ;  one  is,  to  leave  the  Supreme 
Court  as  an  appellate  court,  and  creato  cironit 
Jndgea  for  circuit  court  duties ;  and  the  other  is, 
to  enlarge  the  Supreme  Court  as  far  as  it  is 
necessary  to  have  judges  to  ride  thecirouita;- 
and,  I  suppose,  to  add  occasionally  a  Judge  or 
two  to  the  Supreme  Bench,  just  as  they  may 
be  wanted  on  nsw  circuits.  I  ask  the  serions 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  prinoiple  of  these 

SIsns  or  systems.  Any  plan  can  be  filled  np  in 
etail,  if  we  can  but  settle  npon  it. 

I  abnil  not  deny  but  that,  as  far  as  practicable, 
we  are  bound  to  g^ve  to  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try an  equal  participation  in  the  jndicial  power 
of  the  constitution.  The  friends  of  this  bill  set 
ont  with  this  position ;  and  I  shall  not  deny  its 
tntth,  though  I  shall  show  that  even  they  do 
not  act  up  to  it ;  nor  can  they  npon  the  system 
proposed  in  the  bill ;  and  herein  is  one  of  its 
oefeots.  There  is  a  system,  however,  which 
will  carry  into  effect  this  prinoiple ;  mit  it  is 
not  the  systom  of  this  bill. 

Every  wise  man  will  concede  to  me,  that 
notliing  should  be  done  whiob  is  calculated  to 


subvert  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  Nothing  ebodd  lie 
attempted  which  will  seriously  Jeqiftrdiie  it) 
existence.  Whatever  feelings  ma;  have  enaed, 
or  may  now  exist,  in  any  parts  of  the  Xlim, 
in  consequence  of  the  views  entertained  bj  mr 
Judges  of  the  powers  of  the  conElJiutioiL  oiof 
determinaliona  made  by  them,  none  irill  dmj 
that  the  judicial  power  is  one  of  the  noblest  a^ 
firmest  pdlars  of  our  national  fabric;  *nd  thai 
when  its  supreme  organ  comes  (if  it  ever  ahtU) 
to  want  efficiency,  we  shall  then  hare  gnit 
cause  to  be  solicitous  for  our  dearest  inltnetc 
I  do  not  hedtato  to  declare  Qiat  the  jidioil 
power  of  the  oonstitntion  is  the  areit  re^ 
tor,  the  sheet  anchor,  ijie  final  hope  of  thli 
Government.  Who  is  not  admonished  of  ilit 
inestimable  importance  of  preserving  tc  tin 
coort  all  its  wiailom  and  efficiency,  bj  the  dec; 
and  diverse  interests  represented  upon  thiaiooi 
of  our  national  council  where  conflicdng  bm- 
tional  interests  and  claims  are  putting  to  tlx 
severest,  if  not  fatal  test,  the  very  dementi  o' 
our  constitution? 

I  shall  not  stop  here  to  pronounce  a  enlogim 
npon  the  distinguished  men  who  now  fill  tin 
court  ICy  business  is  rather  to  preeernl^ 
court  than  to  praise  it,  and  to  prcsensitk 
that  character  and  condition  which  itself  eoiAi' 
tntes  the  highest  eul<^  npon  the  jBclgw  vb* 
preside  in  it. 

The  first  objection  I  hare  to  urge  agsitiet  tl(  , 
systein  propcfied  in  this  bill  is,  that  it  is  act 
even  now  adapted  to  the  oountiy,  and  cnnsinl 
will  be  finally  abandoned.  It  is  not  uiufaiB 
throughout  the  country  now,  and  is  buomuf 
leas  BO  every  year;  whjl*3,  at  no  vetj  remoti 
period,  the  whole  will  bo  ^ven  up  for  tie  d^ 
cult  system.  It  is  wanting  in  the  two  parliti- 
larswhidioughttobekept  in  view  iaestiblii 
ina a  judidal system,  'ifostof  thefnendsoftui 
biB  admit  that  the  Saprome  Court,  "it*"  * 
seven  judges,  has  come  to  its  perfect  and  fu 
maturity  as  a  Supreme  Court,  and  th»t  tiij 
would  not  accumulate  judges  in  i<^  bnt  that uq 
are  wanted  for  the  duties  of  thecirouita.  SiM 
conjure  gentlemen  to  stop  and  consader  ffl* 
they  are  about  doing — crowding  judgesint^lta 
court  that  holds  the  destinies  ot  the  conntij" 
its  bands,  that  we  may  have  the  nec«ss»T  <"' 
cuitjudges.  And  where  will  gentlOTfin sUfJ 
They  add  three  now.  It  will  be  easier  u  » 
two,  and  then  one  hereafter,  just  occcordiM*  j 
the  extension  and  growth  of  the  «""'''?•  1'  ' 
shall  have  a  town  meeting  rather  than  i  H^ 
No,  sir,  we  must  stop  where  we  are.  If* 
Supreme  Court  is  perfect,  as  It  no*  ii » • 
leave  it  to  fulfil  jte  high  destinies,  and  noiu* 
per  with  it^  until  we  rob  it  of  public  confideaJJ 
and  are  compelled  to  abandon  it  ss  tnioiJtin™ 
and  inefficient.  I  will  never  consenl  W  » 
rare  of  temporary  relief  whichjcopMifijs 
the  Btmcture  of  the  Judidary.  "  *  «* ''°' 
called  upon  to  choose  the  true  BjHlwii "» 
need  we  delay  one  moment  .       ,, 

I  have  no  beUef  that  the  court  <«»*??": 
better  by  increasing  the  number  of  J™!* 
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Seven  is  enongh,  if  not  too  manj.  I  will  not, 
Du  this  part  of  the  subject,  detain  th»  commit- 
tee hj  examining  minnte^  tlie  reuons  of  the 
ooDseqaences  which  mnst  inevitably  follow  in- 
oambwing  the  Bnpreme  Oomt.  I  appeal  to  the 
obeervation  and  experience  of  all  who  hear  me, 
for  the  tmth  of  what  I  now  say.  The  court 
will  become  unwieldy,  dilatory,  leaa  unifonn, 
lesB  efficient ;  the  judges  will  feel  less  personal 
reaponsibility,  and  they  will  often  be  divided  in 
opinion.  I  bee  gentJemcn  to  weigh  these  con- 
siderations, and  give  them  their  dne  in^nenoe. 
Lord  Mansfield,  after  he  had  been  the  chief 
luBtice  of  Kiu^'a  bench  thirteen  yeare,  in  ^ving 
bis  opinion  in  a  oasa'in  which  one  of  the  judges 
differed  from  the  other  Uiree,  expressed  nia  re- 
gret that  the  court  were  not  united,  and  sud 
that  it  was  the  first  inBtance  of  a  differenoe 
among  the  Judsea  since  he  had  been  on  the 
bench.  What  has  bean  the  effect  of  such  una- 
lUmity  in  the  English  courts  I  The  great  com- 
mercia]  principles  of  that  people  have  been  set- 
tled once,  forever.  Place  nme  or  ten  Jadges 
upon  the  King's  bench,  and  what  think  you 
would  be  the  unauimity  or  effect  of  its  decisions. 
Is  it  not  a  subject  of  regret,  that  the  appellate 
tribunals  of  the  country  so  often  present  jarring 
opinions  and  discorduit  views,  the  resnlt  of  a 
nnmerons  bench !  There  cannot  be  ordinarily 
mature  consultation  where  there  is  a  multitude 
of  judges.  Wliere  do  the  friends  of  this  bU] 
find  any  examples  to  snattun  tbeir  viewst  I 
stop  not  to  speak  of  the  House  of  Lords,  nor  of 
the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Neither 
of  them,  in  ^oint  of  judicial  character,  are 
worthy  of  imitation  or  praise.  They  are  no 
more  competent  to  decide  questions  of  law,  than 
is  this  House,  in  which  there  is  as  mnch  judi- 
cial talent  as  in  either  of  tbem.  But  I  fear  we 
ihould  make  a  sorry  figure  with  the  abatrose 
and  complicated  principles  which  undergo  an 
examination  in  the  other  part  of  this  capitol. 
The  highest  court  of  law  and  equity  in  England 
oonusts  of  fyom  one  to  four  jnages.  There  are 
four  on  the  King's  bench,  four  in  tbe  common 
pleas,  four  iu  exchequer,  one  in  the  court  of 
Muity,  and  one  in  the  coort  of  admiralty. 
Who  has  not  heard  of  the  wisdom  and  the  fame 
of  her  lord  chancellors,  whose  jurisdiction  and 
power  are  immense!  Of  the  enlightened  ad- 
ministration of  her  admiralty  and  olner  courts  ? 
Wh^  would  be  thought  of  a  proposition  in 
Parliament  to  encumber  those  courts  with  ten 
jndgea  t  And,  sir,  what  do  we  find  in  our  own 
country  to  recommend  this  bill?  Massachusetts 
has  but  four  judges,  New  York  three,  Pennayl- 
TSnia  five ;  and  these  are  among  the  largest  and 
most  oommeroia]  Stat«s  in  the  Union.  The 
idea  has  been  gdning  ground  in  this  country 
for  a  few  years  past,  that  our  snpreme  judica- 
tories should  consist  of  a  few,  but  able  men. 

Wbdnxsdat,  February  17. 
TA«  Eomet,  Sloop  of  War. 
Hie  House  then  proceeded  to  the  oonddera- 
Voi.  x.-4a 


.s  the  special 


"Bait  enaettd,  de.  That  the  widows,  if  any  snob 
there  be,  and,  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  the  chQd 
or  chiidren ;  and  if  there  be  no  child,  then  the  par- 
ent or  parents  ;  and  if  there  be  no  parent,  then  the 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  officeis,  eeunen,  uid  ma- 
rines who  ware  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  lost  in  the  Culled  States  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
shall  ba  entitled  to,  and  receive,  oat  of  any  money 
io  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  approprialed,  a  sum 
equsJ  to  six  months'  pa;  of  their  respective  deceased 
relatives,  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  Che  pay  due  to  the 
said  deceased  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  tboa- 


pald  bv  the  accounting  oSceia  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dosexr,  the  bill   was 
amended  so  as  to  oonfbrm  to  the  date  of  the 

Bnpposed  loss  of  the  Hornet,  (10th  September.) 
Mr,  Sphuht,  of  North  Oarolin^  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  m^n  object  of  the  bill,  as  far  aa 
concerned  the  widows  and  children  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Hornet ;  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  going  beyond  that  line,  to  tiieir 
parents  and  brothers  aod  sisters.  This,  he 
thought,  was  exteudlng  tlie  prindple  taitiiee 
than  was  justifiable. 

Mr.  DonasT  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill, 
showing  it  to  be  sustained  by  precedents  in  like 
caaee,  and  especially  in  the  case  of  the  Epervier, 
from  the  act  passed  in  which  case,  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  the  name  of  the  vessel,  this  bill  had 
beea  literally  copied.  Mr.  D,  expatiated  on 
the  favor  which  the  navy  bad  won  for  Itself  in 
the  glorious  results  of  Uie  late  war,  in  which 
it  had  fought  itself  into  the  affections  of  the 
American  people,  under  which  influence  the 
sort  of  provision  proposed  in  this  bill  had  become 
a  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  ooontry.  Of 
the  well-founded  objections  to  the  establishment 
of  a  pension  system  he  was  well  aware.  But 
tbey  would  not  apply  in  any  manner  to  this 
bill,  which  must  be  considered  rather  in  the 
light  of  an  expresson  of  national  sympathy,  and 
of  condolence  with  the  bereavei^  than  in  any 
other ;  for  it  could  not  enter  into  tJie  mind  of 
any  man,  lliat  the  provision  contained  in  ^lis 
biU  was  to  be  considered  as  any  thing  like  a 
compensation  for  the  afBictiog  bereavement 
sustained  by  the  relatives  of  tiioee  who  had  thna 
unfortQoately  perished. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Spbioht  was  then  det^ded 
in  the  negative ;  and  the  committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill '  and  it  waa  ordered  to  bo  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

!%«  Jaditiart/. 

The  Hona»  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cam- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  OAHBuzLxifa  in  tlie 
chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
bill  to  extend  the  judiciary  system. 

Mr.  OBa.wFOBii  said :  It  will  be  conceded  that 
the  Bulject  is  one  of  extreme  delicacy  and  diffl~ 
oulty.    In  all  countries^  it  ooonpies  the  siudDas 
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thonghta  of  those  who  are  ohnrged  irlth  the 
pnblio  lutereBts.  When,  tlkerefoK,  a  plan  has 
been  happil  j  laid  in  our  own  land,  which,  in  its 
ezeotition,  cotnmandB  the  pablio  confidence,  and 
BO  ensnreB  obedience  to  ita  decrees,  will  pm- 
dence,  will  the  caref  ol  watchftdneea  that  belongs 
to  our  Ht«tionB,  allow  na  to  leave  Qie  roaid  we 
have  fonnd  eo  smooth,  and  iragrant  from  tfae 
flowers  that  bloomed  npou  its  sides,  and  to  enter 
n;>on  an  nnbeat«n  way  that  may  lead  tu  into 
mirf  and  swampy  groands!  This  tribunal, 
like  every  constitnt«d  authority  of  these  United 
States,  Saie  its  strongest,  its  endming  fonnda- 
tion  ia  tlie  belief  that  it  ia  enlightened  and  of 
the  purest  integrity — itls  armed  with  power  to 
enforoe  its  mafidatea,  but  its  best  aDthoritr  ia 
.the  regard  I  have  mentioned;  and,  if  it  snail 
ever  happen  that  a  different  estimate  will  be 
made  of  Its  dedaions  from  that  wbieh  now  pre- 
Tatla,  it  and  onr  other  instdtntions  will  soon 
rink  together. 

Let  us  not  then  pnt  to  hazard  this  rich  frait 
of  our  noble  form  of  government — it  has  all  the 
raoinees  of  the  soil  on  which  it  grew,  and  all 
the  mellownees  that  the  brightest  and  strongest 
iutellectnal  ray&  steadily  beaming  upon  it, 
eould  produce.  The  Bnpreme  Ooott  is  ripe  in 
bs  fiune  and  in  its  naeftibeBs— it  will  never  be 
greater  tlian  it  is.  I  beseech  the  committee  to 
take  no  step  that  may,  by  possibility,  relax  ita 
present  hold  upon  public  esteem,  fonnded  on 
the  best  and  strongest  reasons.  The  Supreme 
Oomt  is  known  as  it  is  now  constituted — as 
Booh,  it  is  regarded  to  be  wise,  learned,  and 
honest.  It  should  not  bo  lightly  ohaoged— it 
should  be  looked  on  as  so  far  permanent,  that 
while  the  individnala  enjoying  its  honors  come 
and  go,  the  system  remains  Uie  same,  at  least 
•a  long  as  it  may  be  fonnd  to  answer  the  end 
designated  at  ita  formation — make  it  not,  by  an 
•ngmentation  of  ita  members,  tees  refrangible, 
or  less  effective. 

I  do  not  like  an  increase  of  tbejudsesfor 
many  other  reasons;  among  the  most  unpor- 
tsnt  of  wUah  is  the  consideration  that  it  will 
have  a  tendency  to  desb'oy  the  confederate 
charaat«r  of  the  oonrL  This  was  deemed  a 
moat  material  qoalily  by  those  who  framed  the 
oonstitnlJon ;  for  we  find  that,  by  the  law  of 
1780,  in  enacting  which  muiy  of  those  who  were 
in  the  oonstitnOon-oonvention  took  a  part,  the 
jnd^  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  t^ipointed 
mdifferently  from  eveir  qnarter  of  tiie  country, 
and  were  strictly  drcnit  jndges,  that  ia,  itiner- 
ant, and  holding  oonrtBasmightbearranged  by 
themselves — indeed,  I  think  tiie  act  contem- 
plated alteration.  Tlie  reasona  for  my  prefer- 
ence of  this  plan  I  will  submit  hereafter ;  at 
present  I  wish  to  contrast  it  with  the  represent- 
ative system  —  representative  not,  says  my 
honorable  colleague  andfriend,  Qtr.  Bvobajus,) 
of  local  partJalitiCL  sectional  feeling  and  in- 
terests, but  of  local  intelligence.  Sir,  the  par- 
pose  is  fair ;  bnt  if  the  end  be  obtained,  it  will 
not  be  obt«ned  singly.  The  book  of  human 
nature  tells  ns  on  every  page  that  man,  how 


pore  soever  his  integrity,  however  dear  od 


we  except  some  rare  beings,  whom  mrpisiif 
ezeellenoe  (if  it  may  be  said  withoit  Jmte- 
ence)  brings  into  some  ali^t  rssembtsmtt 
Dignity,  is  imbued  with  Uie  prqndicM  ■! 
passions  snd  frailties  of  his  abode.  If  Km 
every  part  of  this  wide  empire  yon  bring  s;i>4n 
or  make  it  an  indispensable  offidsl  qniliMia 
that  he  shall  reside  witiundeagnaledUD)ta,li 
will  carry  with  him  into  court  all  tlie  pw&if- 
ties,  not  only  of  character  and  iMning,  rtM 
are  desirable,  bat  of  jealousy  and  feehoj  tU 
naturally  arise  ont  of  State  pride  and  Etrii 
doctrine.  Need  I  go  out  of  this  hiUforlb 
truth  of  what  I  aasertt  Every  gentlenmu 
this  floor  is,  I  donbt  not,  as  pure  ss  hlj  'pigi 
—on  many  potnta  as  learned— perinja  w  il 
as  wise — eacji  no  donbt  acts  upon  hii  on  as- 
victions;  and  yet  is  it  not  esfflly  peTedTtdtW 
we  come  from  different  quaiteral  Tebsn^n 
we  ought  to  have,  repraeentatitmbitsbeitdi^ 
'    this  Honse — we  have  it  in  anotbw  a^n 


of  the  nation ;  and,  in  making  these  neaiia,  I 
trast  it  win  not  be  sapposed  that  I  <n  Drn- 
solidation — far  from  it;  but  I  aminfiinrcfi 
court  which,  perched  aa  the  Supreme  Onrt  i^   , 
opon  a  lofty  eminence,  shall  be  sorronndcd  bf 
toe  country's  honor  and  oonfid«iae,  and  l!*"  | 
&r  below  tiie  passions  and  flings  irMeh  WW  ! 
posh  it  from  this  elevated  point. 

The  honorable  chMiman  of  the  jB*d«T 
Committee  has  referred  to  the  conadera&s"  ■ 
economy.    It  ia  well  worthy  of  atlanSon^ 
mean  (hat  liberal  economy  which  leads,  in  I"''   : 
lie  and  private  a^urs.  to  the  beat  o***'!'^ 
— a  principle  that,  while  it  freely  smwpB*' 
or  expends  money  where  a  corre^wooat  ^ 
fit  may  be  reasonably  oatoolated  on,  sUsdMl 
refuses  the  appUoatJon  of  its  mesns  to  mj  Im- 
pose that  does  not  promise  sn  sdeqMtt  i^ 
torn.    He  spoke  of  h  aa  ftimisbiDg  s  pjj  i 
reason  for  preferring  his  bill  to  the  drwritaw 
systom,  which  some  honorable  gentlaiwui* 
cate ;  but,  aa  I  do  not  intend  to  rewsBaj 
either  the  one  or  the  other  tothBsdq*i«"   , 
the  committee,  regard  to  proper  ecomnaj  «•■   , 
to  me  in  ^d  of  other  oonriderstitoi^  Ihr  r^    . 
ing  the  present  judges  without  addition,  iw   ■ 
certain  modiflcations  of  their  dutin.  . 

But  the  reason  which,  in  my  judgniMI'* 
ciaive,  Is,  that  the  propHOsed  obsnge  i>  b** 
cessary.  How)  Has  not  a  different  id»I* 
vuled  for  years  pastt  Was  not  a  bill  vBT** 
if  not  altogether,  like  the  one  under  •■•Jj 
tion,  reported  four  sesMons  since,  and  ^^^ 
at  length,  and  yet  this  opinion  not  sdvoa*- 
nor  has  it  now  been  brought  into  ™*l.*'f 
— and  perhaps  temerity  may  be  thonp' ■ 
mark  my  cooduot,  while  I  attempt  to  "i^f  * 
committee  that  the  ground  I  have  tiken  »<■ 
npon  which  I  can  stand.  ^. 

Th«  bnstnees  of  England,  rndtiferiooi  -  •* 
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and  variona  as  it  mmt  be,  from  the  oomplexitj 
of  her  extended  oommeroul  pnnuits — from  her 
manafsctaiing  and  agrioultam  traa8aotioa&  sod 
the  Tftried  intarcoorse  of  a  large  and  tu7  dense 
population,  w  done,  and  welJ  done,  bj  fewer 
^(^ee  than  we  have  now ;  if  joo  embrace  your 
Saprune  Ooort  and  all  the  district  J  adges,  bj 
fewer  than  one-hal^  exolostve  of  oar  Btate  ja- 
dicial  raagiatratea  —  amounting  to  some  hun- 
dreds, many  of  them  posseasiag  the  deepest 
leanuDg,  and  the  moBt  enviable  repntations  for 
talents  and  probitj.  The  fact  is  the;  labor 
mora;  on  Kngliah  Jndge  will  go  into  court  in 
the  morning,  and,  instead  of  retoming  home  to 
dine,  will,  perh^ie,  in  a  press  of  businees,  eat  a 
few  monthfols  on  the  bench  to  sostcun  him. 
Onr  State  indges  devote  a  mnch  larger  diare  of 
time  to  Judicial  dnt^  than  ia  done  in  the  United 
Statea  eonrts.  In  PennsylTania  not  lass  than 
nine,  perhaps  ten,  months  are  employed  annn- 
all;  and  aesidaonialy  in  pnblio  bnsmess,  bj  her 
Supreme  Oonrt  judges.  Great  labor,  greater 
responBibilitie&  and  on  abstraction  from  social 
pleosnres  and  domeetio  Joys,  are  the  price  that 
every  kind  of  distinction  ooHts.  Look  at  your 
Chief  Magistraoy ;  it  is  the  highest  office  in  the 
'world— desired  by  many — att^ed  by  few — 
and  rarely  by  those  who  desire  it  most  j  al- 
though the  distinguished  individuals  who  have 
filled  it,  the  illustrioos  man  who  now  grooea  it, 
and  those  who  ahaU  hereafter  occupy  it,  are 
and  will  be  identified  with  oar  ooontry ;  will 
live  in  her  history,  and  be  regarded  as  the  most 
fortonate  of  men;  yet  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  however  fortunate  it  may  have  been,  or 
wUl  be,  for  the  oonntry,  that  some  of  them  have 
reachea,  or  may  hereafter  reach,  her  highest 
Jionora,  to  themselves  it  bronght  no  happmees 
— tiiat  it  never  will  bring  any  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties  j  the  highest  rewards  may  soothe 
their  retirement ;  the  ^ood  opinion  and  grati- 
tude of  their  fellow-cituenB,  and  the  consdons- 
ness  of  having  performed  well  the  highest  du- 
ties, which  belong  to  such  as  deserve  them, 
-when  they  have  oeased  to  be  public  functiona- 
ries— but  while  they  direct  or  shape  the  desti- 
nies of  the  country,  tiiey  must  look  for  labor 
and  aadety  withoat  cessation  or  stint.  Shall 
Uie  moat  elevated  judicial  stations  be  exempt 
from  the  common  nilet  Shall  citicens  ascend 
tJie  political  ladder,  and  not  be  measored  by  the 
scale  which  regulates  reqtonubility  and  toil, 
and  which  assigns  an  increased  portion  of  both 
to  iuoreaaed  dieuty  and  honor  J  By  no  means. 
"What  is  yoor  plant  Bimply  to  model  the  cir- 
onitg  so  as  to  spread  them  over  a  greater  sur- 
face, and  to  require  of  the  judges  the  discbarge 
of  extended  duty.  Show  us,  I  think  I  hear 
gentlemen  say,  that  the  required  daties  con  be 
performed,  on  any  reasonable  modification  of 
tbem,  by  tha  present  judges,  and  wa  will  yield. 
I  do  think  that  the  present  cironits,  although 
^6alij  enlarged  so  as  to  be  oo-extenuve  with 
uie  provisions  of  the  bill,  may  be  so  modified 
that  seven  judges  can  aisoharge  the  duties 
readily  and  with  ease. 


The  confidence  which  the  nation  feels  in  tbia 
tribaoat,  and  those  who  constitute  it,  is  owing, 
in  part,  totheirdischaiveof  circuitooortdntiea. 
the  advantegea  of  whioh  I  f idly  appreciate,  and 
concur  in  many  of  the  views  in  reJation  there- 


personal  regard  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  almost 
reverence  with  whioh  its  decisions  are  received ; 
that  thegreatelementof  thepermonenoy  of  our 
Govemmeut,  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
governed  to  submit  to  the  constituted  anthori- 
ties,  so  long  as  they  moved  in  their  proper  orbits, 
produced  the  acqniesoenoe  in  opinions  formed 
m  uprightness,  and  delivered  with  ability.  I 
conceive  that  this  tribunal  was  never  shaken  by 
pari^  tempests,  nor  moved  by  the  storms 
which,  while  they  agitatod,  served  to  purify 
our  political  atnioepber«s  because  the  oonstita- 
tion  nad  ordained  that  its  decisions  should  be 
final — because  lengthened  offidai  existence  had 
been  given  to  its  funotionariea,  and  beoanae  it 
waa,  by  the  league,  mode  anohingeable,  nnle« 
crime  or  death  interposed. 

It  will  oontinne  to  be  reflected  and  confided 
in,  when  those  who,  now  exercising  the  highest 
Judicial  powers  the  world  knows  in  tiie  moat 
dignified  stations,  are  nevertheless  theniselvei 
more  dignified,  and  giving  book  to  the  bench  a 
lustre  greater  than  that  whioh  it  shed  upon 
them,  snail  be  remembered  ammig  those  who 
have  been  onr  bwe£aotorB. 


TEUB8DAT,  Fetmiary  18. 
TTielhmet. 

An  engroBBed  bill,  eutitied  "  An  ut  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  of&aers, 
seamen,  and  marines  of  the  sloop  td'  war  Hor- 
net^" waa  read  the  third  tune ;  and  the  quea- 
tion  was  stated,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass!  "  when 

Kr.  G1.SIB0BNB,  of  Virginia,  said  he  could  not 
vote  for  tluB  bill  if  the  words  brothers  and  sla- 
ters were  retained.  When  a  man  fell  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  be  hod  no  otgection  to 
make  a  reasonable  provisi(Mi  for  his  wife  and 
children,  if  be  had  such ;  but  to  extend  it  far- 
ther, was  a  dangerous  precedent.  He  felt  no 
hesitation  in  saying  be  could  not  and  wonld 
not  sustain  it.  If  we  could  make  donations — 
to  the  relations  of  officers  who  have  perished  in 
the  service  of  their  oountry,  to  brothers  and 
sisters,  where,  ondatwhatpoint,  shall  westopt 
Have  we  entu^  into  an  agreement  to  provide 
for  all  the  relations  of  our  officers  now  in  ser- 
vice, in  cose  of  their  deaths  t  If  snob  engage- 
ment has  been  entered  Into,  I  h(^  it  will  be 
produced.    The  system  of  pensions,  rineoures. 


oountries  where  it  is  now  permanentiy  en- 
throned, by  passionate  i^peals  to  the  liberality 
— the  generosity  of  the  people.  Those  appeau 
have  also  been  too  eneoesBfol  Uwy  iMve  pro- 
duced bitter  fruits. 


.b.Google 
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In  the  Old  World  pfdaoea  have  been  built, 
eitates  purcbaBed  for  diBtisguiiihed  indlTidnalfi 
■ — with  money  drawn  bj  a  riKorons  and  cmel 
uid  oppresrive  taxation,  from  tne  poorest  dassea 
of  the  oommimlty ;  I  bbj  the  poorest  classea  of 
the  community,  for  while  manj  fatten  upon 
taxation,  there  are  in  all  conntriet  those  who 
feel  its  barthens  only.  I  do  not  like  the  term 
generosit;.  We  have  no  ri^t  to  be  generons 
and  charitable  with  the  money  of  other  people. 
We  may  g:ive  peuEdons  to  the  vidowa  and  chil- 
dren of  those  who  perieh  in  the  eerrice  of 
the  oonntry ;  for  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  have  thereby  been  deprived  of  the 
ueanB  of  support ;  go  beyond  this  in  yonr  pen- 
rionini  system,  and  yon  are  in  great  dat^er. 
The  tsthmns  which  separate  acta  that  are  gener- 
OOH  from  those  that  are  venal,  is  very  narrow, 
and  we  ntnst  be  cantions,  or  ve  may  pass  it, 
and  be  involved  in  all  the  consequences  that  an 
overgrown  gystem  of  pensioning  has  brought 
about  in  some  of  the  more  ancient  nations  of 
die  earth.  Our  system  has  gone  nearly  as  ftr 
as  that  of  Great  Briton,  except  that  as  yet  we 


that  has  entailed  an  enormous  debt  on  that  na- 
tifm,  subjected  their  people  to  the  horrors  of 
heavy  taxation,  and  reduced  a  lai^  portion  of 
their  population  (if  their  own  writers  are  to  be 
believed)  to  penury.  8och  have  be«i  the  ef- 
fects of  pensions,  sinecures,  and  donstionB  in- 
dulged in  by  aaoUier  oonntry.  When  you  have 
equalled  them  in  the  extent  of  your  peoriouing 
Hystem,  you  may  witness  her©  what  is  witness- 


ed there,  for  nature  is  not  the  partisan  of  a 
car  a  transatlantic  world.  My  alarm  ia 
n«ater,  because  no  one  pretends  to  know  any 


uinK  of  the  condition  of  the  brothers  and  eiaters 
fd  the  deceased  officers.  lioee  who  Bupport 
this  bill  assume  (I  suppose)  they  are  poOT.  Imay 
assume  that  the  omoers  of  the  army  and  navy 
are  most  generally  related  to  the  wealthiest  men 
in  the  oommuuity.  Let  no  one  suppose  he 
venerates  the  glory  of  the  navy  more  than  i  do. 
I  esteem  the  navy  most  hiohly.  My  willingness 
to  provide,  for  a  reasonable  time,  for  tie  wives 
and  children  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who 
have  perished  in  the  service  of  the  country,  is 
proof  of  this  disposition  to  the  cause  of  the 
navj^.  The  amount  that  ia  depending  on  this 
question  is  not  of  very  great  consequence.  But 
it  b  a  question  of  principle,  and  tAat  makes  it 
all-importanL  It  is  a  great  and  memorable 
principle,  that  will  fix  hereafter,  if  setUed  as  in 
the  bill  contained,  the  expenditure  of  millions. 
That  is  what  constitutes  its  importance.  I  enter 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill  my  protest.  I 
will  detain  yon  no  longer. 

Mr.  TnoKSK,  of  SouUi  Oarolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  opon  the  question  of  the  passsge 
of  the  bill ;  and  the  call  being  sostuned  by  a 
sufficient  number,  they  were  aocordingly  or- 

Mr.  Tnr  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with 


ittstfuctions  to  strike  ont  that  part  of  it  gml- 
ing  the  gratuity  proposed  by  the  bill  to  tb 
brSiberB  and  insters  of  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  DoBSBi  said,  the  duty  of  repartiiif  S» 
bill  now  under  disoosdon  having  been  mptd 
me  by  the  Oonunittee  on  Navw  Afliirs,  it  viB 
be  expected,  however  relnotant  I  im  to 
mincle  in  the  discosBionB  of  this  Hook,  llitl 
shall  state  ihe  principles  involved  in  it,  md 
reply  to  the  ol^eotitKis  which  have  bwi  pre 
sented  to  this  committee  in  oppomtioo  to  iU 
adoption. 

TLe  committee,  before  they  reported  tbe  till, 
deemed  it  their  du^  to  search  into  the  fo/At 
of  the  Government,  in  making  provinou  b 
the  crews  of  national  veeeels  lost  at  Ka.  It  Im 
pleased  Divine  Providence  that  the  nombtrrf 
those  should  be  but  few.  The  first  Out  oe- 
ourred  was  that  of  the  frigate  InsniwHiti  i»t- 
tnred  from  the  republic  of  Irance  by  the  gtSnl 
Trniton;  the  second,  that  d  the  bri^ntiH 
Pickering— they  both  fonndered  at  ses,  in  tb 
same  destroying  gale.  In  April,  1603,  Coi^ 
voted  four  months'  additional  pay  to  be  pud  1* 
the  widows  of  the  ofSoers,  seamen,  «nd  nuriw 
who  perished  on  board  of  those  vessel!,  andif 
no  widow,  then  the  gratnity  to  be  di^bided 
among  the  children.  The  next  likeristitia 
of  Providence  fell  on  the  sloop  of  war  ff»* 
commanded  by  the  lamented  Blakdy.  Os* 
grees  were  called  to  legislate  on  the  su^ect,  id 
a  more  expanded  principle  of  distribntioniB 
then  adopted.  By  the  act  of  April,  1816,  t»d« 
months'  pay  was  ordered  to  be  distributw,  w- 
third  to  the  widow,  and  two-thirds  to  to  d3- 
dren ;  if  no  cliild,  then  all  to  the  widow ;  if  w 
widow  nor  child,  then  to  the  parent ;  if  no  pj- 
ent,  then  to  the  brothers  or  Asters  of  tbe  ^ 
oera,  seamen,  and  nuuines.  The  ^Ep*"^^* 
her  crew,  commanded  by  the  gallant  ShnbM 
sooDthereaftermettheBunenntimely&teiBi  i 
Oon^res^  at  the  next  session,  provided  fed* 
distnintatoi  c^  rdx  montba'  extra  ^—ii^^ 
the  widow;  if  no  widow,  to  the  child;  if* 
child,  to  the  parents ;  if  no  parent,  then  tow 
brothers  and  sisters. 

Thus  Congress  adhered  to  the  difihiiTtp"' 
ciple  contained  in  the  bill  now  bdbre  this  nb* 
mittee,  while  the  mother  was  prefferred  low 
child,  and  bad  alt  the  gratnity  of  the  Govm- 
ment  given  to  her,  the  restricted  pwi^ 
adopted  in  the  case  of  the  InsnTgent  ini  !<*' 
ering,  confining  the  donative  to  the  wido'  >* 
the  children,  was  r^ected.    The  CommHtt** 
Naval  Affaire  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  tow   , 
the  question,  and  felt  disposed  to  adopt  tH 
matured  and  settled  policy  of  the  natioiull'P    , 
lation,  in  connection  with  this  subject;  fi?   . 
therefore  have  reported  this  bill— •  «W  f 
that  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Ep^ni^  I 
motion  is  now  made  to  strike  out  tie  k«» 
gent  provision  for  the  brothers  snd  sisttH  ■ 
the  pomA  that  it  is  extending  the  1»^* 
the  Government  to  collateral  relationfl,  m  U* 
it  ought  not  to  be  the  polioy  of  this  Gorm 
ment  to  extend  the  pnnoipls  of  the  peW 
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BTstem,  allied  to  be  dangeroos  aai  oormpt- 

Althongb,  a  it  wore  a  nev  qnestion,  for  the 
first  time  soggestad  fbr  oar  aotion,  miuui  might 
be  Bwd  on  both  aides,  I  now  doem  it  onnooea- 
Barj  to  eat«r  into  the  minute  ooneideratioiia 
which  ma7  liave  inflnenoed  otir  predecMsors  to 
depart  from  the  preoedenta  of  1801,  and  reoog' 
nixe  the  enlarged  polity  on  which  the  acta  of 
IBIQ  and  1817  are  predicated.  This  diflfereace 
of  leg^alaUon  may  be  traced,  in  part,  to  the 
more  enlarged  Tiewe  of  the  nation  as  connected 
witb  oar  nav;. 

In  the  in&noy  of  our  Qovemmont,  this  arm 
of  onr  national  defence  was  looked  on  with  a 
most  diBtroBtfol  and  jealona  eje  bj  a  large  por- 
tion of  tlie  politicians  of  thia  country;  great 
exertiona  were  made  to  cripple  its  progress,  and 
^propriationa  for  its  inci^ease  were  resisted 
with  great  pertinacity.  It  waa  deemed  bj  some 
to  be  only  adTOoated  as  a  means  of  enlarging 
Uie  ExeontiTe  patronage,  by  others  aa  improvt- 


ment,  and 

were  incompetent  to  contend  with  the  naval 
powers  of  Earope,  and  tbat  every  ship  that 
-we  sent  to  sea  was  inevitably  doomed  to  swell 
the  nnmber  of  onr  enemies'  ships.  Dnrlng  the 
tiinmph  of  these  doctrines,  an  appropriation 
was  asked  for  the  relatives  of  those  who 
perished  in  the  losorgent  and  Pickering.  Its 
restricted  appropriation,  aa  to  amount  and  ob- 
jects, displays  the  then  apathetic  indifference  to 
the  cause  of  the  navy,  Bnt  another  stBt«  of 
national  feeling  controlled  the  legislation  of 
1616  and  181T.  The  navy  then  had  not  only 
conqnered  its  foreign  foes,  bnt  had  achieved  a 
victory  over  its  domestic  enemies.  Every  dti- 
aen  participated  in  the  glory  of  onr  navy  bat- 
tJes;  every  manifestation  of  national  respect 
evinced  the  national  gratitode  to  those  who 
guned  fbr  themselves  rach  imperishable  glory, 
and  added  to  the  renown  of  onr  joathAil  nation. 
by  splendid  exhibitions  of  consummate  naval 
akiU,  daring  intrepidly,  and  distingoiahed  hn. 
manity. 

The  evidence  of  a  high  national  fbeling  and 
entiiQsiaam  was  not  ooimned  to  the  living  only, 
or  those  who  perished  in  the  blaze  and  glory  of 
battle.  A  provident  policy,  and  gratefid  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  onr  naval  bene&ctors, 
gave  rise  to  a  more  expanded  systeca  of  nation- 
al remembrance  of  those  who  fonnd  a  watery 
grave,  far  from  home,  while  offering  the  pro- 
tection of  onr  national  flag  to  onr  wide-spread 
oonunoroe. 

Shall  we  now  abandon  thia  policy,  and  thns 
admit  that  the  oonrse  of  onr  predecessors  was 
iinwise  and  dangeroos,  as  tendmg  to  the  expan- 
soo  of  onr  penMoa  system?  for  Eurely  there  is 
nothing  in  Ute  history  of  this  gallant  ship,  and 
of  her  noble  crew,  that  can  jouti^  the  nation  in 
withholding  the  like  expression  of  national  re- 
gret fur  tlieir  loss,  and  the  same  sympathy  witb 
the  relatives  of  those  who  perished  with  this 
•bip,  as  were  expressed  in  the  oases  of  other 


ill-fated  vessels.  Are  we  willing  to  add  to  tiieir 
orphanage  and  bereavements  another  pang,  by 
the  invidions  comparison  of  relative  merite 
which  will  resnlt  from  the  adoption  of  lUfl 
amendment!  Are  we  willing  so  to  lenslate  aa 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Hornet  and  ner  crew 
have  not  the  same  claims  on  onr  country  aa  tiie 
Wasp  and  Epervier,  and  their  crew  had  I 

The  name  of  the  Hornet  will  be  as  imperish- 
able as  the  history  of  the  last  war.  In  her  en- 
gagement (when  under  the  command  of  the 
mmented  Lawrence,  who  died  too  soon  for  the 
"  "  s  of  his  comitry,  bnt  not  too  soon  for  hla 
fame)  with  the  Peacock,  there  was  edib- 
ited  the  most  brilliant  specimen  of  naval  gnn- 
nery  ever  exhibited.  In  fifteen  minntes  the 
Peacook  was  so  riddled  that  she  sunk  before 
her  whole  crew  could  be  removed,  and  carried 
down  with  her  three  of  the  Hornet's  men,  en- 
gaged in  the  humane  attempt  to  save  the  Uvea 
of  the  drowning  enemy.  An  engagement  which 
has  coerced  from  the  veriest  foreign  revilers  of 
our  naval  akill  the  highest  praise^  and  com- 
pelled them,  on  the  floor  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, to  admit  that  the  navsl  gnnnery  on  board 
of  the  Hornet  oonld  not  have  been  surpassed 
by  Uie  most  cool  and  deliberate  target  flnng. 

However  brilliant  this  achievement  may 
have  been,  the  distinguished  humanity  of  the 
victors  alM  added  great  lastre  to  our  national 
character :  for  they  so  conducted  themselves, 
that  the  grateful  captives  proclaimed  to  the 
world  "that  the  courtesies  and  attention  re- 
ceived from  their  hands  caused  them  to  forget 
that  they  were  prisoners  of  war."  The  war  on 
the  ocean  was  terminated  by  a  brilliant  victory 
achieved  by  the  Hornet,  too,  when  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Biddle,  over  the  Penguin.  Sure- 
ly there  b  nothing  then,  in  the  character  of 
this  ship  that  should  make  us  unwilling  to  no- 
tice her  loss  in  the  same  manner  that  the  loss 
of  national  ships  has  been  noticed.  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  history  of  her  gaUsnt  officer, 
Otbo  H.  Korris,  and  his  crew,  ^at  justifies  a 
departure  from  the  practice  of  the  Oovernmentt 
Ko,  sir ;  bis  life  was  devoted  to  his  country, 
and  marked  by  an  untiring  zeal,  great  nautical 
science,  oonsnmmate  personal  bravery,  and 
elevated  patriotism.  He  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
land^ a  son  of  a  distinguished  revolutionary 
patriot.  At  an  early  age.  he  displayed  a  great 
i(Hidness  for  a  seafariag  life.  His  parent  yield- 
ed his  assent,  and  RSve  him  an  education  to  fit 
him  for  such  pursolts.  He  entered  him  in  the 
merchant  service,  to  instmct  him  ia  practical 
navigation.  In  1809  he  solicited  and  procured 
a  midshipman's  appointment,  and  was  ordered 
to  repair  on  board  the  Syren.  At  this  time,  he 
was  but  fifteen  yeara  of  age,  yet,  soon,  there- 
after, so  distinguished  was  he  fbr  his  superior 
seamanship  and  exemplary  conduct,  that  he 
was  placed  in  the  command  of  a  gnu  boat  at  New 
Orleans.  From  that  time,  he  was  constantly 
in  service,  and  s^ed  from  Oharleston  in  the 
Carolina,  as  her  second  officer,  under  O^ttdn 
Eendiey,  to  co-operate  In  the  da&noe  of  New 
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Orleans  ngtunst  the  then  anticipated  Invason 
hj  the  enemj.  In  all  the  labOT,  fatigne,  and 
dangers  of  that  interestiDg  orisia,  he  was  en- 
gaged. In  the  battle  of  the  23d  December, 
when  the  ezecntion  of  the  guns  of  the  Carolina 
ooDtribated  so  essentially  to  discomfit  the  foe, 
he  was  among  tiie  most  ardent  and  brave. 
When  she  was  burnt  bj  the  hot  balls  of  the 
enemy,  he  tendered  hia  aervlcee  to  the  com- 
manding general  to  serve  on  shore,  an^  in  the 
ever-memorable  battle  of  the  Sth  of  Jannarr, 
he  oommauded  battery  Ko.  2,  a  twenty-fonr 
p6nnder,  and  oontribnted,  by  his  skill  and  gal- 
fantry,  to  that  ^orions  vict(»7  vhioh  on  Uiat 
day  crowned  the  Amerioan  arms,  and  the  annt- 
veraaiT  of  which  is  celebrated  by  a  gratetnl 
and  admiring  people  of  its  aothora,  witn  ev«ry 
demnutration  of  national  Joy  and  gratitode. 
For  hia  ezertaona  on  that  day,  he  noetved  the 
tluoka  of  Us  general  (noor  tM  PreeMent  of  the 
United  States)  in  the  following  warm  and 
obeering  woroa:  "Uentenaot  Norria,  who 
commanded  a  twenty-four  ponnder,  displayed, 
during  the  several  engagementa,  the  utmost 
■kill  and  courage,  and  merits  the  thanks  of  tha 
country." 

He  (Oaptun  Norris)  was  never  inactive ;  he 
was  tdniost  continoally  in  serrice.  He  was 
among  thoae  who  enoonntered  in  vessels,  (af- 
fording none  bat  very  alight  oomforta,)  nnder 
'  md  of  Comraoaore  Porter,  Uie  dis- 


ores  of  savage  pirates.  It  was  mmored  last 
AngDst  in  Pensaoola,  that  Hr,  Poinsett,  onr 
Minuter  to  Mexico,  had  been  assassinated. 
O^tun  Ridgely  ordered  Oq»tain  Norris  to  re- 
pair to  the  coast  oif  Mexico,  and  give  anoh  ae- 
cnrity  and  protection  to  onr  citizens  as  snob  a 
lawless  and  nneipeoted  event  mi^t  require. 
He  arrived  at  Tampioo  the  latter  part  of  An- 
gnst,  at  a  period  when  the  Amerioan  interest 
required  the  conntenanoe  and  protection  of  a 
national  ship.  It  was  at  a  moment  when  Bar- 
radas,  a  Spaiuah  Qeneral,  bad  made  a  descent 
npOQ  Xampico,  with  a  view  to  snl^ngate  the 
Mexican  provinoe  to  the  orovm  of  Sptun. 
FeeUng  power,  aai  forgetting  what  was  due  to 
the  Amerioan  character,  this  general  donanded 
from  an  American  oildzen  money,  and  extorted 
it  bj  fbnn  and  personal  violence.  The  Ameri- 
can o<Htsal  intuposed,  and  asked  restitnidiw  and 
indemnity.     It  was  not  listened  to.    At  this 

Kriod  Oaptun  Norria  arrived  at  Tampioo. 
ic  complaints  of  the  Amerioan  citizen  reached 
his  ear.  Faithfol  to  himselil  and  indignant  at 
the  insult  ofiered  to  his  oonntryman,  he  de- 
manded restitution  of  the  property  (brcibly 
taken,  and  an  ample  atonement  for  the  per- 
sonal insnlt.  His  demand  was  gratified. 
While  thus  remtuning  at  Tampioo  to  afford 
fmiher  protectios,  it  pleased  high  Heaven  to 
vint  that  coast  with  the  awful  and  terrific  storm 
of  the  10th  September,  and  to  involve  in  one 
oommon  grave  this  (^ant  ship  and  her  noble 
orew.    Is  there  any  thing  io  eacL  a  life,  is 


a  service,  and  in  snoh  a  death,  as  wiD  jtMStf 
this  Honse  in  withholding  the  ordinAiy  and  ena- 
tomary  reward,  t^e  indication  of  notiotud  i«- 
q>ect  and  of  oatimutl  sympathy  t 

The  prindple  of  the  bill  has  nme  ef  dw  ob- 
jeoUixu  <rffei«d  to  a  penaion  aretem.  As  aim- 
oedoit,  it  is  not  dan^eroos.  Tbe  oansea  wiSA 
give  rise  to  legislation  on  Una  snlfiecL  havs 
been  bat  rare ;  they  have  spnmg  tnia  tbe  ele- 
ments, fh>m  etorma  and  tempaats,  frran  tlie  via- 
itation  of  God.  Binoe  tbeeztatcDoeof  tboGoT- 
erament,  we  have  bad  to  moam  oolr  faw  ntk 
losses.  Let  as,  therefore,  banish  all  f^aa«,  that 
tbe  precedent  again  to  Iw  sanctaoDed  t^  Una 
bill  will  or  can  act  oppreonvely  npon  our  na- 
tional reeonroee.  It  ia  not  a  pwidoii ;  there  ia 
no  annnal  drain  on  the  Treaanry ;  it  tsemtm  do 
privileged  daas  in  aotiety,  drawing  thor  nf- 
port  from  tbe  revenoe  of  the  eonntrj,  and  ttm 
prodni^ag  a  wretched  spirit  of  depemdme^  di» 
graceftd  to  the  character  of  flreraKoi,  Bsd  »• 
laiflingthepatmMiagecrftheOoTentfnent.  lf& 
it  ia  no  more  than  an  en>reedon  of  sorrow  and 
regret  fw  tbose  who  have  deserved  veil  cf 
Ibelr  country,  and  perished  in  onr  aerria^ 
whilst  affording,  by  onr  flag,  aecnrity  to  on 
oitdxens  and  oar  commerce.  It  is  an  «Emmo 
sion  of  sympathy  with  the  rdatiree  of  thos* 
who  have  thns  periahed ;  it  is  a  slight  ofibiin^ 
a  slight  we,  indeed,  to  the  relatives  of  &ithfid 
servuits,  to  iH«vent  the  immediate  and  andds 
distress  iiundental  to  those  who  have  dmoded 
oa  them  fijr  tbe  neceaaariea  <it  life,  nntfl  aona 
new  pursuits  can  be  entered  into. 

These,  and  these  rady,  ai«  the  princlplea  i>- 
volved  in  tbia  bill ;  and  I  trast  that  no  depK' 
tore  from  it  shall  manifM  that  the  natioe  ltt> 
not  now  the  same  remembrance  of  tbe  jtatrj, 
and  does  not  cheriah  for  it  the  same  pnnMotf 
regard,  as  distingoiahed  tbe  Oongreaa  of  ISH 
and  1817. 

Vr.  &roBBs  s^d,  Oiat  as  the  oppoiRtion  I* 
tbe  bin  i4)peared  to  be  chiefly  dire^ed  agtiaat 
that  part  of  it  which  provided  in  acme  oaaes  &r 
the  payment  allowed  to  the  brothers  nod  idaten 
of  the  ofGcers  and  seamen,  he  hoped  it  wodM 
not  be  recommitted  for  tbe  panose  ot  striklDg 
ont  that  provision.  Hie  bill  followa^  in  &it 
reepect,  others  of  a  like  charactn,  framed  oa 
other  umUar  occasions,  and  the  priite^ 
seemed  to  him  to  be  as  f^  and  Jnat  aa  any  "piat 
of  it.  I  think  (said  Mr.  B.)  that  tbe  gsitacaMB 
from  Vii^lnia  (Mr.  CLiiaoEKi)  ia  greatly  nte- 
takm  in  supposing  that  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
or  their  relationa,  are  among  the  veaMdMl 
part  of  the  community.  I  believe  that  it 
wonld  be  fonnd,  in  moat  oases,  quite  the  re- 
verse, If  it  ccold  be  aooDrateiy  ascertained. 
Oertmnly  it  may  be  very  aafely  sud,  that  the 
officers  themselves  are  generally  very  far  frem 
rich,  if  they  aio  even  independent.  I  aaa  ae- 
quamted  personally  vrith  very  many  of  tbco, 
whose  parenta  and  riaters  have  bem  in  a  great 
degree  dependent  on  them  for  the  comforts  ef 
life.  Now,  the  bill  providea  that,  in  distribv- 
ting  the  small  gratni^  proposed  1^  it  to  to 
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effoed  to  them  as  a  public  tMtimonial  of 
aenae  of  their  merit  and  pnblio  servioes,  if  it 
should  so  hBpp«D  that  the  deceased  has  left 
parent,  widow,  or  child,  it  ahaU  be  piud  to  1 
Bwyiviog  brothera  and  iistere.  Tnere  w( 
many  at  the  ship's  oompau;  of  the  Hornet  who 
contributed  to  the  eopport  of  their  sisters  as 
well  as  their  parents ;  and  if  it  should  h^ea 
that,  in  any  case,  the  mother  had  deoeasea,  it 
woold  be  an  nnkind,  not  to  aay  a  harsh  re- 
atrioIJon  in  the  bill  which  shonld  deprive  her 
dBQght«r  of  the  trifling  oontribntion  to  her 
OomlbrL  the  slater  atwida  in  about  the  same 
near  relation  to  the  party  as  the  mother ;  and 
admitting  her  or  her  brothers  to  share  in  the 
distribntion,  the  bill  proceeds  on  the  same  prin- 
(uple  which  allowa  the  mother  to  participate  in 
it.  In  both  oases,  we  assnme  what  we  know 
freqnentl;  exiaes,  that  the  officer  or  sailor  o 
tribates  fVom  his  pay  to  the  sapport  of  hia 
tera  or  yonnger  brothers,  as  well  as  his  parei 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  making  any  disor 
ination  between  them.  It  may,  indeed,  hap- 
pen, that,  in  some  few  instances,  the  relations 
may  be  in  circnmstanoes  oflUing  for  nothing 
like  relief,  or  even  honorary  gratuity  from  the 
GovemmenL  This  may  be  the  case  as  to  some 
of  the  officers.  Bnt  as  to  the  seamen,  it  is  not 
probable  that  there  is  any  sneh  case ;  and  if  we 
were  to  deny  the  gratuity  altogether,  because 
there  may  possibly  be  some  case  not  calling  for 
it  from  na,  we  may  do  a  very  nnkind  act  to 
many  who  are  justly  entitled  to  our  favorable 
notice.  The  allowanoe  is  at  most,  in  iH  cases, 
very  small ;  and  will  hardly  be  as  equivalent 
for  the  individual  property  which  many  of  the 
offioMsand  seamen  may  have  had  on  board  the 
■hip.  The  brothers  and  sisters  would  have 
■bared  in  that,  if  their  relative  had  died  on  the 
uruise,  in  the  same  case  in  which  they  will 
■hare  under  the  present  bilL  He  hoped,  there- 
fere,  that  the  bul  would  not  be  reoommitted, 
or  changed  in  its  provisions  in  any  respect. 

Ur.  A.  H.  B&BPPEBD  advocated  the  bill  as  it 
w«s  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
Sain.  He  thought  that  the  provision  which  it 
oontained,  granting  the  beneut  of  the  donation 
to  the  mothers  and  sisters  of  those  who  had  per- 
ished in  the  performance  of  the  duty  which 
they  owed  and  had  paid  to  their  oonntry,  ought 
to  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  Honae,  as  it 
vonld  moat  assuredly  receive  the  approbation  of 
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which  he,  as  a  citizen  of  that  State,  felt  pride  la 
reverting  to,  provided  for  him.  The  yoath  was 
eager  to  anstMn  his  father's  well-earned  fame, 
by  devoting  himself  to  the  service  of  hia  coun- 
try ;  and  he  sought  glory,  not  In  tJie  field, 
where  that  father's  renown  was  acquired,  bat 
upon  the  ocean,  iu  the  depth  of  which  himself 
and  his  associates  were  now  buried.  For  him- 
self (add  Mr.  8.)  he  entirely  concurred  in  the 
opinion  eipressed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Ifr,  Stobss)  as  to  the  propriety  and  jus- 
tice of  retuning  that  feature  of  the  bill ;  and 
also  as  to  the  fact  of  many  of  oar  moat  deserv- 
ing officers  being  the  chtldren  of  poor  and  in- 
digent parents — a  circumstance  honorable  to 
themselves,  and  gratifying  to  their  families,  and 
to  all  who  can  feel  pleasure  in  witnessing  the 
exaltation  of  merit.  In  relation  to  the  indi- 
vidual whose  name  he  had  mentioned,  he  could 
not  bring  his  mind  to  consent  that  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  that  young  gentieman,  the  children 
of  his  amiable  and  ren>ectad  mother,  the  childrrai 
of  his  venerated  father,  should  be  deprived  (rf 
the  advantages  which  that  olanse  of  the  bill 
might  possiwy  afford  to  them.  For  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  consent  to  leave  nnremem- 
bered  and  unhonored  the  memory  of  one  whose 
name  was  connected,  not  only  with  his  own 
State,  but  also  with  the  glories  of  his  country. 

Ur.  SivoRT  remarkecT  that  he  had  said  yes- 
terday, and  repeated  ag^  to-day,  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  and  was  opposed  to 
it  in  principle.  Ho  believed  he  had  as  much 
sympathy  for  those  who  had  been  bereaved  of 
tJieir  relatives  by  this  great  calamity  of  the  loss 
of  the  Hornet,  ss  any  member  on  that  fioor  j 
and  when  caUed  in  his  individual  capacity  to 
administer  to  their  wtmts  from  funds  under  h!« 
own  personal  control,  he  believed  he  would  be 
as  prompt  to  manifest  it.  But,  he  could  not 
answer  to  his  constituents,  nor  to  his  own  oon- 
soience,  the  propriety  of  thus  appropriating  the 
public  funds.  Aa  to  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr,  Dobsbt,)  who  ad- 
vocated the  bill  on  the  score  of  gratitude  to  the 
gallant  crew  of  the  Hornet,  or  the  glorious 
aohievementa  of  that  vessel,  he  would  ask  that 
gentleman  if  this  principle  obt^ned,  where  hli 
pension  law  would  et<^l  It  was  perfectly 
analogous  to  the  whole  system  of  the  pension 
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to  say  that  it  would  be  cordially  approved.  In 
iUnati^on  of  this,  he  instanced  the  oaae  of  one 
of  the  unfortunate  gentiemen  who  met  with  an 
untimely  fate  in  the  diaastrons  event  which  de- 
prived the  nation  of  the  services  of  so  many 


lyth,  of  North  Carolina,  who  fell  upon  the  field 
erf  glory  in  the  defence  of  his  country.  The 
son  went  to  reside  in  the  State  of  Tennessee ; 
but  the  Legislature  of  North  OoroUna,  with  a 
genarosity  which  redounded  to  its  credit,  and 


crammed  down  hia  throat;  and  he  hoped  his 
opposition  to  it  would  not  be  emblaEoned  be- 
fore htm  as  a  political  sin.  He  contended  thst 
Congress  had  no  power  thns  to  legislate  away 
the  public  Treasury,  and  that,  too,  to  individ- 
nals  who  had  actually  performed  no  services  to 
the  country.  Should  ne  vote  for  this  bill  Ida 
conatituenta  would  have  a  right  to  demand  of 
him  on  what  principle  he  did  so.  If  they  a^ 
(said  Mr.  8.)  whether  I  inquired  into  the 
pecuniary  circumstances  of  thoae  individuals  to 
whom  I  voted  Uiis  money,  my  answer  most  be 
;  it  waa  on  the  broad  principle  of  national 
gratilade."    And  will  this  be  a  aatis&u)toT7  ao- 
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awert  Bir,  I  wonder  the  gentlenuui  did  not 
cony  tlieir  gratituda  to  its  nillest  extent ;  and 
in  the  next  thirty  genoratiooe  of  the  relatives 
of  the  deceased,  in  their  boontiM  provisionB, 
The  gentleman  oaks  if  this  Honae  is  prepared  to 
reject  this  provision  of  the  bilL  I  trnst  in 
Qod,  sir,  it  is  prepared  for  it.  The  oppresrive 
tyebeta.  of  taxation  for  the  increase  of  the  rev- 
enne,  most  and  will  be  pnt  down  b;  thoee  who 
feel  its  harden. 

Id  conclusioii,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  he  oonld  not  vote 
for  the  bilL  It  seemed  tiiat  when  gentlemen 
pnt  their  shoulders  to  (he  wheel  on  the  gubieot 
of  pensions,  thej  were  dira>oeed,  to  ose  s  vnlgar 
phr&Be,  to  "  go  the  whole  hog,"  and  allow  no 
Donnds  to  restrun  them.  Ifr.  S.  also  alluded 
to  the  case  referred  to  bj  the  gentleman  from 
Korth  OaroUno,  (Ur.  A.  H.  Bhbfpbbd,}  of  jonug 
Forsyth,  who  was  educated  at  the  expense  of 
his  own  State,  without  appealing  to  the  'S,ar 
tional  Legislatore  for  assistance, 

Ut.  Test  said  he  felt  it  dne  to  himself  to 
state,  after  what  had  been  observed,  the  rea- 
sons why  he  moved  the  reconanitment  of  the 
bill.  The  policy  of  it,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  the  groonds 
of  it  are  questionable.  What  (he  osl^)  was 
the  object  of  making  snch  appropriations  to 
those  engaged  in  onr  land  or  naval  service! 
The  object  is,  that  when  they  are  abont  to 
enter  npon  ecenes  of  danger,  they  may  not  be 
appalled  by  the  helplessness  of  their  families, 
should  any  thing  occnr  to  them  by  which  they 
might  be  deprived  of  their  protection  and  sop- 
port  to  encourage  them  to  meet  the  perils  of 
their  station  bravely,  by  holding  ont  the  cer- 
tunty  of  fatare  support  to  their  hereaved  fam- 
ilies. This  is  the  true  gronod  on  which  the 
pension  list  is  bottomed.  Does  this  case  come 
furly  within  the  range  of  the  priooiple  stated  ? 
It  is  certainly  very  doubtful  if  it  do.  Alt  who 
belonged  to  the  Hornet  were  there  by  their 
own  free  will,  and  there  were  many  who  en- 
vied them  the  Hitaations  they  held.  Was  it  a 
war  they  were  engaged  in  when  they  perished  ! 
No.  Did  they  encounter  any  danger)  No. 
There  would  be  much  stronger  ground  for  the 
proposition,  had  this  lamentable  occurrence  hap- 
pened in  time  of  war.  But  the  bill,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  wrong  in  principle.  And  I  ask 
with  the  gentleman  from  Norui  Oarolioa  (Kr. 
Sfxisht)  if  this  principle  is  adopted,  where  is 
it  to  stopt  It  must  go  in  if^flTtituTa.  They 
did  not  encounter  any  extraordinary  danger. 
Their  loss  was  an  act  of  Heaven— of  the  hand 
of  Qod,  There  is  nothing  extraordinary  con- 
nected ?rith  it,  calculated  to  excite  our  sympa- 
thies, except  the  deplorable  destruction  of  ha- 
man  hfe  which  might  not  have  happened  to 
any  other  vessel  either  pnblio  or  private,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  places  oocapied  by  them 
might  well  have  been  desired  by  thousands. 
But  how  does  the  principle  of  the  pension  sys- 
tem apply  to  brotliers  and  sisters  t  They  are 
wholly  nnconnected  with  the  service  or  ita  dan- 
gers. I^  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Stobbs)  aays,  the  brothers  or  dsters  of  any 


of  these  officers  or  men  are  poor,  and  th^r  pov- 
erty is  the  oonaeqnenoeof  thismisfortiuie,  lahan 
vote  for  them ;  but  the  sisters  of  some  of  than, 
for  aught  we  know,  may  have  hoabuida  worth 
thonsaods  of  dollars. 

Ur.  T.  denied  that  this  principle  had  alwayi 
been  observed  by  this  House ;  and,  in  corrah- 
oration  of  what  he  sud,  he  instanced  the  cose 
of  the  mother  of  Commodore  Perry,  whoae 
claims  for  a  pension  were  brooght  before  Ctm- 
greas,  under  circnmstancee  calculated  to  sronn 
all  our  sympathies.  She  was  admitted  to  be 
poor  at  the  time,  and  that  she  derived  her  sola 
support  from  her  son ;  yet  her  cl&im  was  re- 
jected. The  principle  now  sought  to  be  ertab- 
lished  would  soon  become  general,  and  »  dan- 
eerons  precedent  (he  amd)  it  woold  be.  He 
aid  not  view  tbie  case  in  the  light  iu  which 
pensions  are  ordinarily  given,  fbr  he  did  not 
think  it  would  bold  ont  any  enconragement  fee 
persons  to  enter  into  the  land  or  naval  servio& 
It  was  a  hard  duty  he  had  to  perform  in  mov- 
ing the  recommitment  of  the  bill ;  and  if  he 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  dictates  of  his  fed- 
ings,  he  could  not  have  done  it)  bnt  hia  judg- 
ment pointed  ont  to  bim  what  was  hia  doty, 
and  he  was  forced  to  pursue  its  dictate. 

Mr,  T.  concluded,  by  stating  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  vote  Bgunst  the  bill,  notwithstandii^ 
the  questionable  character  in  which  it  ooBua 
before  the  House;  bat,  as  it  stands,  its  dahm 
are  addressed  much  more  to  our  aympatlues 
than  our  justice. 

Hr.  Kowntix  expressed  his  regret  that  &  dia- 
cussion  on  this  subject  should  have  taken  t>laoe, 
and  proceeded  to  explain  and  defend  the  objects 
and  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  said  the  naval 
service  was  promoted  by  granta  of  this  l^ai, 
and  he  hopedTthat  the  House  would  not  depart, 
in  the  present  case,  from  a  rule  so  long  eetah- 
liahed,  and  recognized  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
House  in  several  instances.  A  departure  from  a 
system,  so  beneficial  in  ite  coosequencea  to  the 
naval  service,  would  ilimininh  the  encoonwe- 
ment  now  held  ont  to  persons  to  ent«r  it.  He 
hoped  the  discussion  would  not  be  protracted, 
and  that  the  bill  would  be  sofiered  to  paas. 

Ur.  ELtewoBTa  said,  the  bill  rested  mon 
upon  a  principle  of  duty,  than  of  mere  &var 
and  gratitude.  Are  ^nQemen  prepared  to  saj 
that  the  representatives  of  these  nnfortimale 
men  are  not,  npon  principlea  of  justice,  entitlal 
to  this  small  pittance  ?  Upon  the  strictest  cou- 
BtructioD,  the  repreeentetives  of  the  offiaeta  ud 
crew  of  the  Hornet  may  demand  what  thej  wen 
earning  up  to  the  moment  of  their  loss.  And 
Is  not  the  claim  materially  the  same  for  a  abort 
time  after  that  event  t  May  not  their  &mili» 
most  properly  look  to  us  for  that  little  portieB 
of  their  subsistence  which  they  were  anUcipit- 
ing,  and  need  the  more  because  of  this  mel^ 
choly  diaaater  f  Why  do  we  allow  peosioiisl 
It  is  upon  a  principle  of  duty  and  strict  pro- 
priety. And  anch  la  the  oaae  here.  Jostioe 
aud  true  national  policy  imperiously  denuod 
we  should  pass  this  bilL    It  Is  the  setUed  fdStj 
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of  the  OoTenunent.  And,  siij  if  a  wife  and 
children  xaa,j  ask,  npon  the  prtnoiple  of  right, 
I  see  not  vhj  brothers  and  ustera  m^  not. 
We  owe  this  monej  to  the  repreaentatiTea  of 
these  men.  Let  as  not  add  distresa  npon  afflio- 
tion,  bj  withholding  a  momentaiy  relief, 

16.  Etkbtit  inqnired  what  was  the  precise 
question  before  the  House  ? 

The  Spiakbb  stated  the  qnestioa  to  be  on 
the  motion  to  recomoiit,  with  instmctionB  to 
strike  out  the  oLtase  extending  relief  to  brothers 
and  BiBters,  in  default  of  nearer  relations. 

Snch  (said  Mr.  Evbkctt)  was  my  understand- 
ing of  the  state  of  the  qnestion,  and  it  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  not  in  order  to  discosa  the  gen- 
eral principle  of  the  bill.  It  has  been  admitted 
that  this  bill  was  to  pass,  and  the  only  objeo- 
tion  token  to  it,  in  oonuoittee,  was  to  this  ex- 
tension of  its  provisions  to  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. This  objection  assumes  that  the  offloerB, 
aeunen,  and  marines  of  onr  public  armed  ships 
Iralonged  to  that  class  of  the  conunnnitT  in 
vhich  thej  are  likelj  to  have  wealthy  brouiers 
and  sisters;  saah  as  stand  in  no  need  of  the 
gntoity  provided  by  this  bill.  So  one  can 
mppose  that  this  is  the  case  with  the  petty  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  are,  of  conrse, 
the  most  nGmerooa  class  of  those  provided  for ; 
and,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  the  objection 
fiiJIs  to  the  groond.  The  same,  in  general, 
xnay,  no  doubt,  be  eaii  of  the  officers  as  a  class. 
It  is  by  no  means  true,  generally  speaking,  (as 
the  objection  before  as  supposes,)  that  they  are 
of  on  t^nent  class  in  society.  But  granting  that 
they  are,  and  that  the  objection  taken  is  well 
founded,  do  not  gentlemen  see  that  it  proves 
too  much  I  It  is  urged  that,  by  extending  this 
gratoity  to  brothers  and  sisters,  we  extend  it 
to  some  of  the  richest  pereons  in  the  coontry. 
If  ibis  be  BO,  oannot,  and  ought  not,  these  rich 
persons  support  their  parents,  their  nephews, 
and  nieces?  Bat  it  is  granted  that  these  last 
are  entitled  to  the  gratuity ;  although,  in  pro- 

Srtion  as  these  unfortunate  officers,  lost  in  the 
intet,  have  left  wealthy  brothers  and  sisters, 
in  the  same  proportion  their  widows,  children, 
and  parents  have  no  need  of  the  publio  gra- 
tnity.  But  to  deny  it  to  these  last,  is  agiunst 
the  admitted  expediency  of  the  whole  bill. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  ooorse 
for  those  opposed  to  the  clause  in  question,  but 
to  go  against  the  principle  of  tiie  whole  bill,  as 
is  done,  in  point  of  fact,  by  the  gentleman  irom 
Korlit  Oarotina,  and  the  gentleman  fVom  In- 
diana. 1  shall  not  engage  in  the  defence  of 
tliat  principle,  for  it  is  sufficiently  established 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  I  cannot, 
bowever,  forbear  a  reply  to  one  or  two  ro- 
marks  of  the  gentleman  &om  Indiana^  (Mr. 
Tkst,)  by  which  be  seemed  to  distingniBh  be- 
tween this  case  and  that  of  the  widows  and  or- 
S'lans  of  officers  and  seamen  killed  in  battle, 
e  thinks  that,  in  time  of  peace,  the  service  is 
on  a  different  footing  from  what  it  is  in  time  of 
■war,  and  less  meritorious.  If  thero  is  any  dif- 
ference, however,  the  servioe  is  more  attractive 


in  time  of  war ;  and  it  is  more  peculiarly  neoes- 
sary,  in  time  of  peace,  on  pablio  grounds,'  to 
strengthen  the  enoonragements  which  it  pre- 
sents. As  to  the  officers,  of  conrse,  no  distmo- 
tion  exists ;  they  engage  in  the  servioe  for  life. 
The  men  enlist  for  Imiited  terms;  but  I  be- 
lieve the  calculation,  whether  it  is  a  time  of 
peace  or  war,  or  whether  a  war  is  likely  sooner 
or  later  to  happen,  never  enters  into  ^eir 
heads  j  and,  as  far  as  the  temptations  to  enlist 
exist,  it  Is  as  easy  to  enlist  a  crew  in  time  of 
war  as  in  peace.  I  beUeve,  sir,  that  every  mo- 
tive of  fair  policy  requires  these  encourage- 
ments in  the  service  rather  in  time  of  peace 
than  war. 

The  gentleman  said,  the  vessel  was  not  lost 
in  battle  but  by  casualty ;  it  was  not  a  danger 
to  l>e  bravely  encountered;  no  energetic  act 
was  to  be  performed.  I  differ  from  the  gentie- 
man.  I  believe  that  a  storm,  violent  enough 
to  deetfoy  a  ship  of  war,  is  far  more  dangerous 
and  terrifio  to  landsmen  or  seamen,  than  any 
battle  that  was  ever  fonght.  GenUomen  recol- 
lect the  descriptions  that  we  have  had  of  the 
frightfol  storm  which  swept  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico, 
about  the  lOth  of  September,  and  in  which  it  is 
supposed  the  Hornet  was  loat..  A  letter  has 
gone  the  rounds. of  the  newspapers,  irom  a  ves- 
sel which  was  on  the  outer  verge  of  the  range 
of  this  Btorm ;  and  the  captain  represents  it  as 
dreadful  beyond  description.  Do  gentlemen 
tell  me  that  the  condition  of  a  vessel  of  war, 
oppressed  by  her  armament,  in  such  a  storm,  is 
nothing  compared  to  a  battie?  Sir,  a  battle 
has  no  terrors  to  the  gallant  seaman.  It  is  flill 
of  hope,  promise,  glory,  and  even  reward,  if  no 
higher  motive  operated.  But  what  is  there  to 
animate  and  cheer  hi-m  in  one  of  those  tremen- 
dous tempests,  to  enable  him  to  tiear  the  labor, 
and  brave  the  dangers  that  surround  him  t  I 
am  well  persnaded,  sir,  that  there  was  not  one 
individual,  man  or  officer,  on  board  the  ui^ortn- 
nate  Hornet,  whose  muscles  were  not  stiff  with 
labor;  whose  nerves  were  not  struned  with 
agony,  before  he  went  down  to  his  watery 
grave.  And  suppose  it  had  been  told  them,  at 
uie  last  dreadful  hoar,  that^  within  four  months, 
a  pittance  like  thia  (and  a  miserable  pittance, 
after  all,  it  is)  would  be  proposed  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Statea,  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows,  the  mothers,  the  childieii,  the  (dstera, 
dependent  on  them  for  support,  and  whom  they 
should  never  behold  again,  and  that  thia  poor 
pittance  would  be  denied,  woold  it  not  have 
added  unspeakably  to  the  w>dj  of  that  last 
moment,  and  have  embittered  the  bitter  cap  of 
death  t  Sir.  I  speak  with  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  with  good  reason.  Amon^;  my  neigh- 
bors, there  are  some  included  within  the  pro- 
visions of  tliis  bill.  I  speak  for  the  widow  and 
orplian,  whose  wants  have  been  brought  home 
'  I  me.  It  is  my  duty  to  them,  my  duty  to  my- 
^\£,  to  oppose  the  reconmiitment.  I  hope  the 
clause  will  not  be  stricken  out ;  but  that  the 
bill  will  pass  as  it  cune  from  the  Committeo 
ofthe  Vholft. 
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mittee  on  KaTal  Affairs,  it  was  decided  in  th« 
n^ndre,  bj  yeas  and  nays,  by  IH  votee  to  ?0. 

The  qnestiou  was  then  taken  on  the  pasaage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  aa  follows : 

Tiia. — Ueura.  Alexander,  Andetson,  Angel,  Ar- 
nold, Bailey,  Barber,  BarrinKer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Bay- 
lor, Beekman,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boret,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Bucbanui,  Batmin,  Cahooo,  Cambrelcng, 
Campion,  QiKidler,  Clark,  Coodict,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowlea,  H.  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Cr«igh- 
ton,  jr.,  Crocheron,  CrownliuUeld,  John  Dans,  De- 
berry,  DeDDT,  DeWitt,  Dickuwn,  Doddridia,  Doney, 
Dudley,  Daright,  Earll, Jr.,  Ellsworth,  Oeorge  Erans, 
J.  Etwis,  B.  Ererett,  H.  ETscett,  Knob,  ftird,  For- 
vard.  Fry,  Qibnore,  Qreett,  (rrennell,  Jr.,  Halsey, 
BammoDa,  Hem^iiUi  ffinds,  Hodges,  Hofflnan,  Hub- 
bard, Hnchea,  HnatmgtoD,  Ihrie,  jr.,  Ingersoll,  Ir- 
vin,  Isaua,  Jeimiiigi,  Johns,  jr.,  &  H.  Johuton, 
Kendall,  Eennon,  Elnetld,  Adam  Eiag,  Leiper, 
Lent,  Uallary,  Harr,  Harlludale,  Martin,  Thomas 
Haxwetl,  Lewis  Uaiwell,  UcCreery,  Hcl>uffie,  He- 
Intire,  Hercer,  ITitleT,  Mitchell,  Honell,  Uohlenburg, 
Orerton,  Pearce,  Petlia,  Pienon,  Potter,  Powers, 
Bamsey,  Raodolph,  Heed,  Rencher,  Bichardsoo,  Hip- 
ley,  Rose,  Rnswl,  Bcott,  W.  B,  Sbepard,  Shields, 
Semmee,  Sill,  Smith,  Smyth,  A.  Bpencer,  R.  Spencer, 
Stanberry,  Bterigere,  Stephens,  H.  R.  Stem,  Wm. 
L.  Btorrs,  Strong,  ButherLand,  Swann,  Swift,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Teal,  Vanoe,  VarDum,  Terplanck, 
Washinrton,  Wayoe,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  F. 
White,Wickliffe,Wilde,WilflOQ,  Yonng— 188, 

NxiB.— Messrs.  Alston,  J.  a  Barbour,  F.  F.  Bar- 
bour, JaJnes  Blair,  John  Blair,  Cliillon,  Claiborne, 
Calce,jr.,  Robert  Cra^,  Crockett,  Daniel,  Daven- 
port, Desha,  Drayton,  Foster,  Oaitber,  Gordoa,  Hall, 
Harvey,  Haynei,  Cave  Johnson,  P.  King,  I«mar, 
Lea,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Uagee,  He- 


WxDssaDAT,  February  24, 
Indian  Affairt, 

Hr.  Bbix,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whioh  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
President's  Heasage  which  relates  to  the  Indian 
Affairs,  and  enndry  resolatioDS  and  memorials 
upon  the  same  enhject,  made  a  report  thereon, 
aecompanied  by  a  bill  t»  provide  for  the  re- 
moval of  Ihe  Indian  tribes  within  any  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  for  their  permanent 
settlement  west  of  tlie  river  HismsBippi;  which 
was  read,  and  committ«d  to  the  Oammitt«e  of 
the  whole  Honae  on  the  state  of  tlie  Vnion, 
and,  with  the  report  and  doonments,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Ur.  BuOHAHAtr  said  this  was  a  snlgeot  of 
great  importance;  the  more,  as  he  had  no 
doubt,  from  the  natore  of  the  nnmerons  me- 
morisla  presented  to  the  House,  that  great  mia- 
qtprehension  prevailed  in  the  country  on  the 
eabject.    It  was  commonly  believed  that  tbe 
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Indiana  were  to  be  removed  frtxa  the  8o«ln 
States  by  force ;  and  ncAbing  was  hrUwhM 
the  intention  of  CoDgreM,  <x  <A  'A»  Btrie  d 
Oeorgia nther,  than  tbia.  It  wurigbtloM- 
reot  toe  erroneona  imf^eMui  of  the  pnlihti 
this  Balt}eot ;  aad  he  thereEore  moved  dutM 
thonsaod  additional  copies  of  Qm  WftA  bi 
printed  for  tiie  nee  of  Um  House. 
Mr.  BcBSia  did  not  rise  to  oMitnteit  tk 

Erintlngof  any  number  of  oopieeof  flwrcpi^ 
nt  in  scone  sort  to  oonb^tvcrt  tin  Ut«  nf- 
gested,  namely,  that  miaqtprebcoiiiHi  iBd«ni 
bad  gone  almtod  on  this  sDl^ieot.  Tba  pitk- 
man  aaid  nothing  was  fiirther  fttm  ths  iit» 
tion  of  this  Government  and  v&  Georga,  tba 
to  remove  the  Indioiis  by  fime.  Ur.  B.  pn- 
snned  tlAt  nothing  c^  this  sort  wis  iotHM 
by  the  Ooverameot  of  the  United  Statu;  W 
when  he  saw  Qeor^  ""*^"g  lam  to  uieBJ 
over  the  IncUane  her  JnrisdiotioD,  sad  eicW 
ing  them  from  the  exan^  of  thcdr  own  rigk^ 
and  ooknlated  to  drire  them  off;  he  ctnU  art 
agree  to  the  remark  of  the  gMitlemii.  Bi 
hoped  tie  motion  wonld  be  postpMiad  fi»  i 
week,  \ij  which  time  the  report  would  be  pnt' 
ed,  and  the  Eonse  conld  see  wbat  Itms,  vi 
whether  it  was  such  aa  to  deserve  tliia  fp* 


drawn  into  a  premature  disousBion— prenttn^ 
at  least,  in  bis  indgment — of  Hm  faipdjisf*- 
taut  qnestioiiB  uvured  in  the  bill  sM  T*|Mit> 
the  Committee  <m  Indian  ASun,  whin  M 
not  yet  been  read.  He  agreed  with  tlie|etd» 
man  from  Fenn^lTBnia,Ofr>Bcoui*i)M 
great  misapprehensitoi  had  existed  oatUi^ 

at,  and  disagreed  with  the  gentlsnaa  M 
ode  Island,  who  insisted  HiatUMievuiHin'- 
apprehension  in  relatim  to  the  pdicy  ud  <* 
dn«t<tf  the  State  of  Oeor^  lliat  eiaHW 
indeed  made  pioviahMi  proepeetivdy  hr  tilv 
ing  hw  laws  over  every  person  withiD  btf  Ib* 
its.  la  d<dBg  so,  ahe  had  done  no  mon  tba 
had  reoratly  been  done  by  some  d  tb*  V 
States-Hoothing  more  than  had  long  ^°<"2!j 
done  by  several  of  the  old  ones.  He  dan 
thai  the  State  of  Georgia  entertsiiwdtfetp 
ject  of  driving  the  Indians  ttom  bsr  »»? 
force ;  and  be  believed  he  had  st  leiit  ■■  l°[* 
an  opportonity  of  being  informed  H  to  bI 
views  and  policy  of  that  State,  as  the  hoeoiil" 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 

On  a  proper  occation  he  would  oiMr  Jrto* 
examination  of  that  policy.  And  beinugw* 
it  would  not  be  difBonlt  to  prove  that  (to  i« 
treated  the  Indians  within  her  limits  ^' 
mnob  forbearance,  hnmanity,  and  gow**^" 
any  of  the  States  in  which  die  hu  foond  i'*^ 
He  would  not  institute,  yet  he  ahoold  sMf* 
a  comparison  between  her  condnrtinll** 
spoct,  and  Uiat  of  any  of  the  old  StsW;  ■«"' 
promised  gentlemen,  if  they  did  tMak  pjj" 
to  institute  it,  he  would  follow  it^'^'j 
his  knowledge  of  tiieir  histwy  eiteow^  K* 
the  patience  of  the  House  would  allow  "J- 

At  present,  ha  was  dwaroDa  mcr^V  ("^ 
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rectJDg  anothBr  misapprehen^on,  is  regard  to 
Hie  great  excitement  and  deep  interest  which 
H  iru  Boppteed  the  Stat«  of  Georgia  felt  in  the 
proceedings  of  Oongress  on  this  mbjeot  He 
Mtieved  tnere  was  no  Bnoh  eioitement  as  bad 
1)een  imagiaod.  That  State  knew  her  rights, 
«Dd  was  always  ready  and  able  to  maint^ 
them.  She  knew  her  dnties,  too,  and  had 
never  yet  failed  to  perform  them.  To  the  1^- 
Idation  of  Ooi^resa,  relative  to  the  Indiana 
within  her  jurisdiction,  she  looked  without  ap- 
prehenaon,  oertiun  that  it  would  be  limited 
to  Its  constitational  objects  onlv,  and  without 
Bolidtnde,  except  that  which  she  felt  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  State,  in  the  condition 
cf  these  children  of  the  forest.  Her  Interest  in 
the  qneetifKi  has  been  vastly  exaggerated.  The 
immber  of  Indians  within  her  limits  was  but 
little  greater  than  that  within  tlie  territory  of 
Hew  York,  and  their  hnnting  grounds  com- 
prised aboDt  Ave  millions  of  acres. 

Her  relations  with  the  United  Statoa  on  the 
sabjeet  of  these  lands  were  indeed  peooliar ; 
and,  when  it  became  the  sabjeot  of  disenasion, 
tt  would  be  seen  wheUier  blame  rested  any- 
'Vbere,  and  with  whom.  It  was  enongb  now 
to  avoid  lending  sanotion,  by  his  Mlenoe,  to  er- 
rors of  dangerons  teodency.  He  tmsted  that 
the  latest  number  of  the  report  proposed 
would  M  printed.  AU  who  hod  taken  so  ac- 
tive and  ai^ent  on  interest  in  the  offers  of  the 
Indians  and  Georgia,  woold  natoraUy  be  do- 
■iroos  of  seeii^  the  facts  and  arguments  of  the 
committee.  It  was  to  be  hoped  many  of  those 
penous  were  sincere  inqnirers  after  truth.  Let 
OS,  then,  afford  them  wnatever  light  we  have, 
to  guide  tbem  in  their  search. 

Mr.  Batxa  ooold  not,  until  he  knew  what  the 
xeport  was,  consent  to  order  this  great  extra 
imrober  t«  be  printed.  He  had  great  oonfidenoe 
in  the  committee  which  made  the  report,  and 
CBpeoially  for  the  honorable  ohidrman :  but  be 
wuhed  the  report  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to- 
morrow or  neit  day,  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  examining  it;  and  be  moved  to  postpone  the 
motion  for  the  extra  printing  until  to-morrow. 

Hr.  iBoimoii,  of  Geor^a,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report.  This  was  opposed  by 
Ur.  SnTEBBURD,  as  a  useless  waste  of  time ; 
•nd  was  indsted  on  by  Ur.  Ihomfboit,  who 
said  it  was  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  not 
knowing  what  it  contained  was  made  a  plea 
for  objecting  to  the  printing, 

Mr.  Reed  deprecated  this  departure  from  the 
old  nsage  of  the  House,  which  was  growing  up. 
It  bod  been  the  practice  to  print  the  usual  num- 
bers of  a  document,  and,  when  read  and  under- 
Btood,  if  found  of  great  interest,  to  print  an 
extra  number.  Now,  it  was  beoonung  cus- 
tomary when  a  report  was  made,  for  some 
Kntleman,  not  a  member  of  the  committee, 
t  knowing  something  of  it  he  supposed, 
to  get  up,  and  move  en  extraordinary  niunber 
of  copies.  He  hoped  before  thb  was  agreed  to, 
in  the  present  case,  the  House  would  be  en- 
•Ued  to  know  the  oontents  of  the  reporL 


Mr.  TaodPSOK  B^d,  in  deference  to  the  opin- 
ions of  friends  near  him,  he  would  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  reading, 

Mr,  Tatlok  said  a  few  words  in  fevor  of  the 
postponement;  and  if  that  were  not  carried, 
ne  should  call  for  the  reading  himself  as  he 
conld  not  vote  for  this  extra  number  without 
knowing  something  of  the  report, 

Mr.  BooHASAK  rose  to  insist  on  the  opinion 
which  he  had  expressed,  that  great  misappre* 
hension  existed  in  the  oouotry  respecting  this 
Indian  question.  The  memorials  which  loaded 
the  tables  of  this  Hon»e  proved  this  fact.  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  fears  of  memorialists  re- 
specting the  Intentions  of  the  Qovemment,  and 
of  the  State  of  GecH-gta.  were  totally  groundless. 
The  forcible  removal  of  the  Indians  waa 
thon^t  in  many  parte  of  the  oonnlry,  to  be 
resolved  on — a  great  excitement  prevailed  on 
the  anbjeot — enthnsiasta  have  tieen  busy  in 
scattering  firebrands  and  arrows  tiiroughout 
the  country  relative  to  this  subject,  calculated 
to  create  discord,  to  sow  the  scms  of  disunion, 
and  to  sever  brethren,  who  ought  ever  to  be 
miited.  It  was  proper  the  people  should  have 
information  to  remove  the  error  prevalent  on 
this  subject ;  and  who  (he  asked)  would  dears 
Ui  keepsnch  information  from  the  people ! 

Mr,  wioELirPB  would  be  willing  to  print  the 
same  nomber  of  this  report  as  had  been  or- 
dered of  a  report  on  the  same  subject  made 
some  years  s^o — he  believed  at  the  (uose  of  the 
ninet«enth  Oongreas — but  no  more.  That  re- 
port was  made;  and,  witbont  being  read,  a 
large  additional  number  of  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EvEBSTT,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken.  He  (Mr.  £.)  made  that 
report  himself,  and  he  well  remembered  that  It 
was  read  through  to  the  Honse,  before  the 
printing  was  ordered.  But  as  to  the  other 
question  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  aaid  that  great  misapprehension  existed  in 
the  country  on  this  Indian  subject;  and  gave 
that  as  a  reason  for  moving  the  large  additional 
number  of  copies  of  the  report.  Mr,  E,  s<ud 
he  would  not  contend  about  the  correctness  of 
this  opinion,  because  that  would  be  plunging 
into  the  discnssion.  But  when  the  House  is 
told  that  great  error  of  opinion  prevails  on  this 
subject,  and  that  a  certain  document  is  calcu- 
lated to  ctHib^ct  that  opinion  and  oorrect  the 
misapprehension,  would  the  House  favor  the 
extensive  distribution  of  that  document  without 
first  hearmg  it)  Was  it  not  proper  first  to 
know  what  opinions  it  contradicts,  and  what 
it  affirms  t  He  had  so  much  confldenoe  in  the 
committee,  that  hod  the  printing  been  moved 
without  any  reason  but  the  interest  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  have  voted  for  it  without  hesita- 
tion ;  but  it  wa^the  reason  asngned  for  the 
motion  which  made  him  averse  to  consent  to  it. 

Mr,  QooDENow,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
extra  number  of  copies.  As  the  subject  was 
one  of  great  importance,  and  as  he  had  perfect 
oonfidenoe  in,  tiie  oommittee,  he  was  willing, 
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on  the  faith  of  that  cwDfidenc«,  to  vote  for  the 
motion.  There  was  nothing,  he  thought,  more 
important,  there  was  nothios  more  dear  to  him, 
than  giving  information  'to  the  people. 

Mr.  LuUB,  of  Gdorgjs,  Bttid  he  wonld  not 
now  ent«r  into  anj  discussion  of  the  subject; 
hot,  when  the  thne  came,  he  could  show,  that, 
in  the  conduct  of  Georgia  respecting  the  In- 
dians, there  was  nothing  inoonsistent  with  the 
ooDstitation  or  with  propriet;.  That  now  was 
not  the  question ;  hut  it  was  trae  that  great 
misapprebensioa  eusted  in  some  parts  of  the 
countrj  on  the  subject ;  the  newspapers  had 
teemed  with  statements  and  comments  calculated 
to  mislead  the  pablio  mind;  and  he  hoped  that 
a  large  number  of  this  report  might  be  printed, 
and  distribated  among  the  peo^e,  to  counter- 
act the  great  misrepresentation  on  the  subject. 

Ifr.  Stbbiozei,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  report  embraced  all  the  laws 
of  Georgia  respec^Dg  the  Indians,  and  all  the 
&ct8  of  the  case,  presented  in  a  &ir  riew ;  and, 
as  it  would  therefore  enable  the  people  to  form 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  snbject,  he  was  in  favor 
of  printing  the  additional  copies.  Mr.  B.  con- 
cnired  in  the  opinion  that  the  most  erroneous 
impressions  were  entertained  among  the  people 
on  this  subject.  His  own  oorrespondenoe,  as 
well  as  the  numerous  petiUons  received  hj  this 
House,  convinced  him  of  the  fact  He  had  re- 
ceived a  tetter  latelj  &om  home,  expres^g 
surprise  at  a  propoBitton  now  before  Congress, 
oa  was  honeetlj  believed,  for  removing  the  In- 
dians hj  force ;  and  the  people  in  his  part  of 
the  country  were  aotnallj  holding  meetings 
to  petition  Congress  against  such  a  measure. 
Another  letter  was  in  favor  of  the  eiteneioo  of 
Jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  bj  the  State  of 
Qeorgia;  bat  protested  against  the  contem- 
plated forcible  removal,  in  favor  of  that  which 
has  been  done,  and  against  that  which  is  not 
intended.  He  cited  other  cases  to  establish  the 
&ct  of  great  mis^prehension  on  the  snbject ; 
and  as  this  report  wonld  correct  those  erro- 
neous impressions,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  extrtf 
nmnb«r. 

Ur.  Mn.ijtB,  of  Pennsjivania,  preferred 
knowing  for  himself  what  the  report  contwn- 
ed,  I>efore  he  voted  for  printing  this  large  ad> 
ditional  number.  The  debate  had  consumed 
more  time  than  the  reading  of  the  report  could 
have  done,  and  he  wished  it  read.  He  had 
voted,  some  days  ago,  for  printing  six  thousand 
copies  of  a  report,  without  its  being  read,  (the 
report  made  hy  Mr.  OAitBRBLEKa,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commeroe,)  and  he  confessed  if 
he  had  known  what  that  report  oontmed,  he 
ihould  have  vot«d  differently.  He  was  resolved 
not  to  commit  the  same  error  again. 

Ur.  Hi.THza,  of  Qeorgia,  s^  the  objection 
to  the  printing  seemed  to  be^e  idea  that  the 
rMK>rt  was  ^  parUal  one,  aa  argument  on  one 
■ioe.  This  was  mere  presumption,  and  ought 
not  to  hinder  the  distribution  of  the  informa- 
tion which  it  contained  among  the  people. 
Supposing  the  character  of  the  rt^iort  such  as 


was  imputed  to  it^  the  House  had  priiiUd  i 
large  extra  number  of  a  former  report  of  ■ 
opposite  character,  and  it  wonld  lie  mlBrto 
withhold  this. 

Mr.  WarrK,  of  New  York,  seeing  no  esd  to 
this  del>at«,  and  perceiving  its  tendouj  to  t 
premature  discussion  of  the  wbde  sai^tA  if 
indulsed,  moved  the  previous  qoesdoaj  m 
withMew  his  motion  at  the  requrat  of 

Mr.  CuiBBSLBHO,  who  regretted  to  hear  vlot 
the  genUeman  (Mr.  Mxllxb)  had  said  about  Ibt 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Conuneroe.  Hi 
knew  not  whether  to  consider  those  remiita 
as  implying  a  compliment  or  a  censure,  trat  be 
waa  bound  to  receive  them  as  complimeBtorr. 
Would  that  genUeman  suppress  infonnidoii, « 
withhold  it  from  the  people^  because  it  mpt 
not  correspond  with  hts  own  views,  or  hwsm 
he  might  dissent  from  the  dednctions  from  i. 
Mr.  0.  was  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  print 
ing  the  extra  number  of  the  present  report 
There  had  tieen  an  Indian  war  raging  o<il<' 
doors;  and  he  wished  to  have  the  qowSoi 
bronght  in  here,  where  they  might  haraife 
and  nonorahle  war  with  the  other  ade^  fin 
had  been  carrying  it  on  out  of  doon.  Hi 
should  like  to  see  who  were  the  members  llul 
were  opposed  to  having  this  question  f\it^ 
fairly  before  the  people ;  and  he,  theref<H^  d» 
manded  the  yeas  and  osf  s  on  the  motiai  lot 
postponement 

Mr.  SroEaa,  of  New  York,  said  tiiat  he  wii- 
ed  to  vote  onderstandingly  on  eveij  mitia 
connected  with  so  delicate  (utd  important  s  sA- 
.ject  as  that  before  the  House.  He  mi^  <* 
might  not  agree  to  the  principles  of  the  nfca, 
and  could  not  aay  whether  he  did  or  not,  «il 
had  not  been  read  to  the  House,  and  he  did  art 
know  exactly  what  the  report  waa.  He  lop«^ 
that  he  should  not  be  pressed  to  vote  tJuj- 
folded  on  any  question  relating  to  it  He  bMi 
during  the  debate,  looked  very  slightly  it  am 
of  the  sheets  at  the  Uble,  but  had  not  tiiM» 
read  a  passage  of  it  carefully.  In  that  pB> 
which  he  cast  his  eye  upon,  he  saw  that  spK- 
agraph  from  an  opinion  was  quoted  from  i  M 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  but  beW 
not  time  to  look  ^d  see  whether  the  nfol 
farther  stated  that  the  case  had  been  nraw 

the  court  of  errers  there.  He  wanted  inte- 
mation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  report  »od* 
principles.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  wish  t^  ■j' 
w  darkness  upon  it  He  moved  that  it  ihw 
be  read  to  the  House,  and  asked  tlieyeisiM 
nays  on  that  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  l> 
question  was  taken  on  the  reading  of  tl>«  * 
port,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative :  yeu  I'' 

-nays  69, 

The  Clerk  according  commenced  rew* 
and  had  proceeded  about  half  an  hour ;  *w 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  di^y 
with  the  further  reading,  which  was  agrwdf 

A  motion  was  then  (about  three  o  cWfl 
made  to  a^iouni,  and  lost :  yeas  48,  nifa  W. 
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Ur.  Whttb  now  renewed  his  motion  for  the 
previoiu  qaestion,  whioh  wu  seconded  bj  b 
mcijoritT  of  iha  HoTtse. 

Sr,  Stohsb,  of  New  Tort,  then  moved  to 
Ikj  the  motion  Ibr  printiiig  on  the  table,  and 
CfJled  fbr  the  j-eaa  and  na^s  on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  najs  were  ordered ;  and,  being 
oaUed,  the  motion  to  la;  on  the  table  was  lost : 
yeas  87,  nays  148. 

The  previous  question  reonrring, 

Mr.  Vahob  demanded  the  jeas  and  ua^  on 
it,  and  they  were  ordered. 

And  the  previons  qneBtion  bdng  pnt,  "Shall 
Qie  nudn  question  be  now  pnt!  "  it  was  oarried 
—TOSS  126,  najs  48. 

The  in&in  qaestion  was  then  aocordingljpnt, 
viz.,  on  tike  motjtm  to  print  ten  tbonsand  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  report,  and  decided  in  the 
kffirmatiTe,  by  jeas  and  najs,  as  follows — yeas 
118,  naya  66. 

TsussDAT,  February  26. 
Welt  Point  Aead«mi/. 


must  clum  it,  and  lo  whom  the 

moet  loudly  calls  the  attentioo  of  CougreBs. 

9.  Raolvtd,  That  no  oaa  clue  of  the  dtiiens  of 
these  United  States  has  an  eiclusiTe  right  to  de- 


ve,  for  pnrposes  of  education,  or  for 

,  I,  mare  than  an  eqnal  and  ratable  tmi- 

portion  of  the  funds  of  the  naUooal  treasory,  which 


M  repleoished  by  •  oommon  contribntion,  and,  in 
■ome  instances,  more  at  the  cost  of  the  pc<ir  mu, 
who  has  but  little  to  defend,  than  that  of  the  rich 
man,  who  seldom  fights  to  defend  hiznaelf  or  his 
property. 

8.  Jteaolned,  That  each  and  every  Institntlon,  oal- 
oulated,  at  public  expense,  and  under  the  pBtnmage 
and  sanction  of  the  Oovernmcnt,  to  grant  eidiudve 
privileges  eiccpt  in  consideration  of  pubUc  services, 
ts  not  only  ariatocratio,  but  a  downright  invasion  of 
th  0  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  a  violation  of  the  civil 
compact  called  "the  constitution." 

4.  Saclvtd,  further.  That  the  Military  -Academy 
M  Wen  Point  is  subject  to  the  fbregoine  objections, 
Inaamuoh  as  those  mo  are  edoeated  there  receive 
their  iuMniction  at  the  pnblie  expense,  and  are  gen- 
enlly  the  sons  of  the  rich  and  iafluentfal,  vho  are 
able  to  educate  their  own  children.  While  the  sons 
of  the  poor,  for  want  of  active  friends,  are  often  neg- 
lected, or  if  educated,  ex'en  at  the  expense  of  their 
parents,  or  by  the  liberality  of  their  fiienda,  are  su- 
perseded in  the  service  by  cadets  educated  at  the 
west  Point  academy. 

5.  RtKilvtd,  thertfori,  and  for  the  foregoing  rea- 
sons, lliat  lud  institution  should  be  abolished,  and 
the  appropnations  annually  made  for  its  support  be 
discontinued. 

Ur.  Cso<]KBiT  said  he  bad  endeavored  some 
days  ago  to  get  an  opportonity  to  offer  this 
TceolutJoD,  niUiont  being  able  to  snooeed.  He 
sahn.itted  it  in  oompliance  with  a  dnty  which 


he  owed  his  oonntry,  and  to  his  oonstitaents 
especially.  The  people  who  sent  him  here 
were  opposed  to  Utis  institution ;  he  had  talk- 
ed to  the  people  on  the  snbject ;  they  had  told 
him  what  their  opinions  were  reepeoting  it, 
and,  if  he  kept  hie  month  shut  here,  he  would 
not  dlsoharEe  his  daty  faithfolly.  He  believed 
the  resolntaon  to  be  correct',  the  institation 
was  kept  np  fbr  the  education  of  the  sons  of 
the  noble  and  wealthy,  and  of  members  of 
Oongres^  people  of  inflnenoe,  and  not  for  the 
children  of  tiie  poor.  Indeed,  it  could  be 
of  little  nse  to  Ute  poor  any  how;  for  if  a 
poor  boy  oonld  by  ohanoe  get  appointed,  he 
could  not  get  there,  the  expense  wonld  be 
too  great ;  and  if  he  eonld  get  there,  it  wonld 
be  at  the  rialc  of  his  rain,  as  the  ohanoe  would 
be  that  he  wonld  have  to  go  home  by  his 
owa  means.  It  was  not  proper  that  the 
money  of  the  Govemment  ahouM  be  expend- 
ed in  educating  the  children  of  the  noble 
and  wealtliy ;  that  money  was  raised  from 
the  poor  man's  pocket  as  well  as  the  rich. 
Every  poor  man,  who  buys  e  bushel  of  salt 
to  ealt  his  pork,  or  a  ponnd  of  sugar  fbr 
his  children,  or  a  piece  of  cloth  for  his  coat, 
pays  his  portion  of  the  taxes  ont  of  which 
this  West  Point  aoodemy  was  maintained  for 
the  education  of  rich  men's  sons  tor  nothing, 
twenty-eight  dollars  a  month  besides.  Anoth^ 
bad  effect  ofit  was,  that  no  man  oonld  get  a  com- 
mission in  the  army  onless  he  had  been  edoea- 
ted at  West  Foint;  bnt  the  army  had  been 
headed  very  well  by  men  who  never  went  to 
that  academy.  He  remembered,  in  a  littie 
struggle  we  had  a  few  years  ago,  lie  had  gone 
out  and  performed  his  twelve  months'  tonr  of 
duty  in  Uie  defence  of  his  coantey,  as  well  as 
he  oodld.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  boost  of 
it;  he  there  saw  thonttands  of  poor  men  who 
had  also  gone  ont  to  fight  their  country's  hat- 
ties,  bnt  none  of  them  had  ever  been  aC  Weet 
Point,  and  none  of  them  had  any  sons  at  West 
Finnt,  A  man  oonld  fight  the  hatties  of  his 
country,  and  lead  hia  oonntry's  armies,  without 
being  educated  at  West  Point.  Jackson  never 
went  to  West  PolntachooL  nor  Brown — no,  nor 
Governor  Carroll ;  nor  did  Colonel  Cannon, 
under  whom  Ur.  0.  a^d  he  served,  and  a  fhith- 
fol  good  officer  be  was. 

The  troth  was,  (said  Ur.  0.,}  this  academy 
did  not  bvit  the  people  of  our  oonntry^  and  they 
were  against  it ;  the  men  who  are  raised  there 
are  too  nice  to  work ;  they  are  first  educated 
there  for  nothing,  and  then  they  must  have 
soiariee  to  support  them  after  they  leave  there 
— this  does  not  suit  the  notions  of  working 
people,  of  men  who  had  to  get  their  bread  by 
their  labor.  He,  therefore,  felt  it  his  dnty  to 
oppose  this  institution.  He  had  intended,  when 
the  appropriation  bills  should  come  up,  to  more 
to  Btnke  oat  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
this  academy ;  ana  he  waited  the%ther  day  till 
alter  three  o'dook,  when  it  was  expected  they 
wonld  be  taken  np  when  tike  House  was  in 
committee ;  and,  auer  he  went  away,  the  bilk 
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w«re  tak«n  npi  uid  paaaed  thnogli  Om  oom- 
mittee. 

Ur.  0.  wanted  ioformatioD  for  the  peopU 
Bboat  this  academy;  perhaps  they  did  not 
know  enoDBb  about  it;  some  of  them,  may  be, 
had  neyer  heard  of  it  and  be  iranted  to  let 
them  hear  of  it' and  knoir  all  about  it.  He 
must  Mj,  however,  that  he  did  not  ofier  bi< 
reaolatjon  withmnohbopeof  saoceediDg;  there 
irere  too  man  j  gentlemen  in  the  Honee  interest- 
ed in  this  academy,  be  feared,  to  alloir  hia  rea- 
olntion  to  pass ;  bnt  it  was  his  dnty  to  try. 

A  great  deal  had  been  aaid  in  the  Honae 
aboDt  retrenchment,  and  they  bad  been  sereral 
weeks  spending  time  erery  day  in  trying  to 
diamiaa  a  poor  litUe  dnn^itsnun,  iriio  every- 
boiy  admitted  had  been  naefbl,  and  wboee  dn- 
tiea  were  neoeaaair;  notwithstanding  tbia,  he 
mnst  be  dismlned  for  the  sake  ot  retreaoh- 
ment  WelL  what  was  tlie  oonseqneooef  Vhy, 
as  soon  aa  bla  office  was  voted  down,  np  get 
gentlemen  to  more  Uiat  the  oommittee  have 
the  same  work  done  by  the  Job,  which  erery- 
bodr  knows  is  an  expenave  wv'  of  baTing 
pnblio  work  done.  That  resolnttoo,  ur — [The 
Speaker  reminded  Mr.  0.  that  it  wae  not  in 
order  to  introdnoe  those  resolutions  in  debate 
on  the  present  question.] 

Mr.  0.  said  he  did  not  want  to  break  the 
rales,  bnt  he  thought  it  could  do  no  barm  to 
point  ont  these  things,  and  if  we  are  going  to 
retronoh,  (said  he,)  let  ns  retrench  eo  that  we 
can  feel  it.  As  for  this  academy,  however, 
(said  Mr.  0.,)  tbe  yonng  men  ednoated  there  did 
not  Boit  onr  aervioe ;  they  were  too  delicate 
and  could  not  roo^  it  in  tbe  army  like  men 
differently  raised.  When  they  left  tbe  school 
they  were  too  nice  for  hard  servioe.  He  had 
Been  tbem  abont  here,  and  be  sopjKMed  they 
had  good  saiarias,  which  Hie  poor  peojde,  who 
oonsumed  the  salt  and  other  things  which  w^re 
taxed,  had  to  pay. 

Let  ns  (said  III.  0.)  pnt  this  institution  down 
a  little  while,  and  see  how  it  will  work .  He 
believed  tbe  tme  interest  of  tbe  Government 
was  to  -put  it  down,  altbongb  be  did  not,  for 
the  reason  before  given,  hope  mach  to  anoooed. 
He  wished,  however,  to  see  how  the  House 
stood  on  it,  and  he  tberefore  requested  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  his  resolution. 

Ur.  UoDcfm  sud  that  the  res(dntion  was 
<me  of  much  importanoe^  He  would  agree  with 
the  genUeman,  that  there  were  many  abases 
oonnected  with  the  institntion ;  but,  as  the  res- 
olution ought  not  to  be  hastily  aot«d  on,  he 
moved  to  uy  it  on  the  table,  and  print  it ; 
wlii<^  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Ardmtt  Spirit*  in  (As  Nimy, 
TSx.  OasDujt  offered  tiie  following  resoln- 


dodng  the  seanieTi  ■nd  marines  In  the  UTy  of  the 
Cnited  States,  TOluntuily  to  tfsoontiBae  tbe  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  or  rinous  or  ferm^Md  liqaeis,  by 


pdistitDtiiig  for  it  dosbla  Us  mlaa  hi  olka  hhm- 
tjes  and  oomforta  wUlst  in  serriee,  01  iiBosciriiir 
able  at  the  ezpirstim  of  the  ssrrice. 


iahraith,iD 


brietj  and  orderly  deportm«itIn  the  iin7,NiiiD 
■s  with  a  view  to  preserTe  the  lives  ud  aarU  4 
the  seamen  and  msrines,  that  said  comsiitlee  be  ii- 
Btructed  to  inquire  icto  the  eipediencj  of  lOon^ 
some  additional  bounty,  in  money  or  doUdiig,gi 
both,  to  be  pdd  to  every  seaman  asdmariDe,  at  flt 
eipiration  of  hia  service,  who  dull  ptodtlM  frM  Ibi 
commanding  oAoer  a  certiBcate  of  totili  ibMiiKM 
from  ardent  ndiila,  and  of  tvderiy  bdiaviar,  Mi| 
of  bis  engusmeDt. 

'■•d^  abg^lW  the  said  eomnfttMiaqrin 
whether  or  not  tbe  poUie  servic^M  vil 
th,  mocals,  and  honor  of  tbs  nwil  A 
cers,  would  he  promoted  by  hiding  ont  to  lU  sjt 
liipiDea  and  junior  officers  some  further  )ai>» 
lents  and  incentives  to  abatineuoe  bom  all  iaUi- 
ating  liquors. 
Mr.  OoSDior  remarked  that  this  tntiiMtbii 
been  already  referred  to  the  Committee  oc  10- 
itary  Affidrs,  bat  they,  tmder  the  impiwa 
that  it  was  not  within  Uieir  [nwinoe  to  rtfA 
with  respeot  to  the  navy,  merely  reported  vidi 
respect  to  the  army.  They  made  a  tkvontili 
reiK>rt  in  regard  to  tbe  army ;  and  it  wis  l» 
eanse  tbey  declined  rqrarting  on  the  otliff 
branch  of  the  servioe,  that  he  ofiteed  tliia  rw- 
lution  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  CemniittM  m 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HovFHAB  s^d  that  no  man  could  iqou 
more  than  he  would  if  the  nse  of  ardeat  ^iriB 
were  disoontinned  in  the  navy  of  tbe  Vwld 
States  \  nor  was  any  man  more  convinced  ttia 
he  was  of  itaiigorioas^ecb  Bnt  'imv^ 
to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  indinduH  te^ 
believed  that  no  regulationa  would  sCtet  As 
o^eot  wliicb  the  bonwable  mover  of  tbs  R*- 
Intion  has  in  view.  The  reeolution,  it  q^tf^ 
deems  wliiskey  that  vulgar,  democntie  dript 
which  Oaptain  Basil  Hidl  so  strennoinlye* 
demned.  Mr.  H.  said  that  when  the  p«q* 
oonld  procnre  good  wine,  althon^itismf 
strong  a  drink,  yet  they  would  n(<  Bi  *» 
whiskey.  With  all  our  anxiety  it  wosU  " 
found  that  any  r^nlations  we  can  intrsi* 
will  be  impraotioable.  The  matter  ebedd  H 
le{t  optional  with  tbe  offioers  and  sailos  tk» 
selves;  and  the  example  set  to  them  1?^ 
people,  and  the  Judgment  of  tbe  vxatrj,™ 
be  more  effectual  than  amy  r^ulatioDB  we« 
adopt.  It  may  be  expedient  (said  Vr>  S^ 
to  make  onr  sailors  cold-water  drinkm.  ■ 
did  not  think  eo.  He  feared  it  would  h*^ 
effect  of  reducing  their  effieiency,  of  im|ieinf 
the  oonraeo,  the  generoalty,  and  brav«y,  IJ* 
all  the  other  qnaufieations  incidental  to  * 
character  of  our  navy.  If  by  the  resolofi** 
is  Intended  to  dispense  entirelj  with  the  t»* 
ardent  spirits  in  onr  navy,  the  object  sw» 
not,  in  bis  opinion,  be  obtained,  ii  •°y* 
tleman  will  point  ont  some  praetkal  k"** 
whereby  to  do  away  with  this  practise-**- 
oause  some  praotioal  measure  will  be  "**"5 
—he  would  willingly  ^ve  it  his  saRMSt  b> 
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ulled  on  any  gentlenun  to  point  oat  a  praott- 
oal  Boheme.  He  fA\.  indebted  to  the  hnmanitr 
of  the  gentlemen  irho  brought  this  subject  un- 
der ooiuideration ;  bnt  he  repeated  that  he 
wanted  them  to  aend  to  the  committoe  some 

Sraotioal  scheme  to  effdot  tbeir  object,  which 
le  oommlttee  could  report ;  othernige  all  thtir 
good  and  homane  intentioiu  woold  eT^)orateL 
and  the  adoption  of  theaa  regnlations  wocdd 
not  be  attended  vith  an;  praotioal  reanlta.  No 
one  in  tlte  servioe  was  now  obliged  to  drink 
srdent  spirita,  and  he  thooffbt  ite  disoontinaance 
eoold  not  be  enforced  with  advantage. 

Hr.  WioEUTF*  Bud  he  did  not  believe  that 
any  praotica]  resnlta  wonld  be  derived  from  the 
adoption  of  thia  resolution.  He  did  not  like 
the  introdnction  of  anoh  topics  into  thia  Hall ; 
and,  when  he  said  so,  he  aid  not  intend  anj 
diareapect  to  the  gentleman  who  moved  the 
resolniJOQ.  He  knew  (he  st^d)  that  temperance 
aodetiea  of  ladiea  and  gentlemen  had  been  es- 
tsbliahed  thronshont  the  conntry,  and  he  did 
not  donfat  the  benevolenoe  of  their  effbrts  to 
prevent  the  n«e  of  atdent  spirits.  He  ol^ected 
to  diem  for  one  reason  only.  What  (he  asked) 
would  the  fntnre  hlstoriaa  of  this  ooontiy  have 
to  taj  when  he  should  be  caUed  upon  to  write 
the  hiatory  of  tiie  events  of  the  ewiy  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  t  Will  he  not  describe 
lu  aa  a  nation  of  drankarda !  That  historian 
wonld  say,  to  snch  an  extent  had  this  vice  been 
oairied,  tliat  ladies  formed  thenAelves  into  so- 
cieties for  the  promotjon  of  temperance,  and 
for  tiiB  Boppresrion  of  the  vioe  of  dmnkenness. 
He  hoped  tnat  to  snch  a  description  of  the  state 
of  our  society,  erroneoos  in  point  of  fact,  Oon- 
greaa  wonld  not  Kire  its  false  sanetion  by  legis- 
btang  on  this  Bnbjeot,  and  especial^  when  no 
practical  benefit  can  arise  from  the  adoption  of 
ttiis  resolntioii. 

Hr.  W.  moved  to  lay  the  resointion  on  the 
table,  bat  snbseqaently  withdrew  it  at  tJie  re- 
qoest  of 

Mr.  TtTUTtas,  who  said  the  goitleman  from 
"Svw  York  (Hr.  Homuit)  is  opposed  to  the 
reeolDtion,  becanae  he  thinks  what  it  seeks  for 
eannot  be  accomplished.  He  says,  that  in  the 
Kaval  Oommittee  the  subject  has  been  more 
than  once  considered,  ana  that  no  practical 
mode  ocoarred  to  its  members,  by  which  they 
oonld  pat  a  stop  to  intemperance  in  the  navy 
or  manne  corps ;  that  he  deplored  its  exist«noe 
as  productive  of  the  most  iniarions  oonse- 
qnenoea,  and  would  gladly  eraoioatd  it.  if  it 
were  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  added,  that 
whiskey,  in  moderato  quantity,  was  not  preja- 
dloial ;  that  it  was  sometimes  neoeesar^  to  uie 
health  and  vigor  of  the  seamen ;  that  it  ought 
not  therefore,  to  be  altogether  interdicted; 
■nd  that  he  placed  no  reliwooe  in  legislation  as 
s  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of.  The  bot- 
gecms  and  the  officers  in  the  army  and  the  navv 
tell  us,  as  will  be  seen  by  documents  vhioh 
have  been  laid  apon  onr  tables,  that  ardent 
spirits  never  oontribnto  to  the  health  or  per- 
manent comfort  of  tite  sailor  or  tiie  soluer ; 


and  that  the  intomperate  nse  of  them,  in  a 
greater  degree  than  all  other  causes  combined, 
occasions  crimes,  inenbordin&tion,  poniahmenta, 
diseases,  and  deaths.  Admitting,  then,  that  a 
small  <jnantity  of  strong  liqaor  is  not  injnrions, 
as  it  IS  not  beneficial,  no  reasons  exist  for 
drinking  it.  Bat  it  cannot  have  escaped  onr 
observation,  that  its  habitual  consumption,  even 
in  moderation,  too  freqnentiy  excites  a  desire  for 
more,  and  gradually  leads  to  the  grossest  exoees, 
Hnch  as  I  depreoate  the  faalefol  conseqnencea 
of  drunken  deoaacbety,  I  entirely  concur  wiOi 
the  gentieman  from  Sew  Tork,  in  the  impolicy 
of  endeavoring  to  oorAot  it  by  a  prohibitorj 
law,  which  might  T\Saa  a  spirit  of  disoontmt^ 
connteractiuK  t^e  oigect  of  the  law.  I  am  op- 
posed to  sadden  and  violent  innovationa  Jw- 
ormation  most  commence  with  the  deUnqnent 
himself.  If,  by  appealing  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  sailor,  by  diminishing  tiie  temptations  to 
which  he  is  exposed,  by  increasing  hia  oomfbrtsj 
and  adding  to  his  pecuniary  stipend,  an  imprea- 
sion  can  be  made  upon  him,  hopes  may  be  enter- 
tained that  the  impression  will  bo  dnrable.  Those 
powerfol  indncements  to  homan  action,  self- 
respect  and  interest,  may  thns  be  brooght  to 
op^te  open  him.  And  this  course,  according 
to  the  language  of  the  reeolation  of  the  gentle- 
man fiom  New  Jersey,  (Hr.  OoimioT,)  is  all 
that  is  required  from  ttiia  Eonse.  That  from 
it  beneficial  effects  may  be  calculated  upon,  has 
been  demonstrated  by  several  instances,  in 
which  it  has  proved  suceessfal  in  the  army,  in 
the  navy,  and  in  onr  merchant  ships. 

The  gentleman  from  Eentocky  (Hr.  Wice- 
liffb)  is  adverse  to  the  resolution,  because  he 
conceives  it  to  have  originated  in  temperanoe 
societies,  or  similar  associations,  fhmi  which 
have  issued  nnmerous  memorials  and  petitions 
of  a  certain  cast,  with  which  onr  tobies  have 
been  frequently  covered.  Bir,  nooneoondemos 
more  than  I  do  the  language  and  the  spirit  of 
many  of  the  piq)erB  to  which  the  gentleman 
allndes.  I  can  assure  birni  that  the  only  per- 
sons with  whom  I  have  had  any  oommanication 
relative  to  the  anbject  before  us,  are  phyuoiana 
in  the  army  and  navy  and  military  offloers. 
Bnt  were  it  otherwise — were  thia  reaolntion 
pressed  mKin  us  by  visionaries  and  tbeorist& 
pnahing  their  abstract  notions  of  morality  and 
benevolence  to  fanatical  or  ridionlons  extremes, 
if  it  ooDtained  soggestiona  useful  and  practical, 
I  would  listen  to  them.  Whether  we  shall  be 
enaUed,  byuiy  means  which  we  oao  devise,  to 
efibot  what  is  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  determine.  It  is  oar 
duty  to  make  the  effort  If  we  fUl,  we  ehall 
have  the  consolation  of  refieoting,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  check  the  progress  of  a  vioe  which 
renders  its  victims  not  only  useless  and  disgust- 
ing, bnt  a  burthen  upon  society.  If  we  suo- 
oeed,  though  snaoess  may  be  only  partial,  we 
shall  improve  the  intalleotaal,  aid  moral,  and 

fiydoal  condition  of  our  army  and  our  navy, 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  will  be 
adopted,  and  tliat  an  opportunity  will  be  afford- 
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«d  for  making  an  ezp«ri]nent,  bj  which  much 
ma^  be  gained,  and  jh>m  which  no  possible  in- 
jury can  reanlt, 

Mr.  EomuK  rose  to  reply,  bnt  tlie  expira- 
tion of  the  hoar  oat  short  the  debate. 

Satobdat,  rebroary  87. 

Ardent  ^irit*  in  the  Sitvy, 

The  House  reBamed  the  consideration  of  the 

resolutions  moved  by  ICr.  Oondioi  on  the  &6tfa 

instant;  when 

A  motion  was  made   by  Hi.  Csn-ton 
amend  the  sud  resolutiens,  by  striMog  out  from 
the  word  "  Resolved,"  in  the  first  resolution,  to 
the  end  of  the  last  resolaUou,  and  inserting  the 
following : 

"  That  tlie  Committee  on  Kitr]  AllUn  be  inatrnct- 
ad  to  inquire  whether  the  public  interest  and  the 
cause  of  rooralltj  irould  be  mo»t  effectnidly  promot- 
ed, by  em[AaU<^7  prohibiting  the  use  of  ardent, 
Tinoua,  and  other  fermented  liquors  in  the  navy  of 
the  Onited  States,  by  the  officers  and  seamen  be- 
longing thereto,  or  b;  permitting  *  continuation  of 
the  practice  of  issuing  them  as  rations  in  said  secrice. 

"  Reiolvedjfiirtlur,  That,  in  the  event  sud  com- 
mittee sh^  be  of  opinion  tbat  it  is  eipedient  to 
oODtinue  the  ration  aforesaid,  in  the  naval  establigh- 
ment,  they  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
dtency  of  providing  sotee  mode  for  procuring  the  dis> 
C4»tiDuatice  oFthe  nse  of  ardent,  vinous,  and  other 
ftrmenCed  liquors  in  tbe  various  civil  departments, 
and  among  tbe  members  of  Congress,  anif  others 
holding  offices  of  either  trust,  honor,  or  proSt,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

Ur.  GmLTOn  sud  that  he  was  prond  .  . 
tiie  present  day  oa  a  day  of  "  Betrencbment  and 
Reform ; "  and  indeed  so  many  evidenoes  had 
been  ^ven  of  a  disposition  to  accomplish  each, 
that  It  wonld  now  amount  almost  to  moral 
treaaon  to  dispnto  the  rapid  and  mystical  prog- 
ress of  either.  So  far  as  relates  to  "Retrench- 
ment," npon  a  mere  guess,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  I  should 
suppose  that  not  more  tban  one  bondred  thoo- 
sand  dollars  have  been  expended  in  argaing  tbe 
qnestion  in  its  various  ramifications,  while  not 
one  solitary  dollar,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  or 
oan  understand,  has  been  saved  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  much  surprised,  sir,  to  discover 
gentlemen,  as  I  hombly  think,  so  vastly  incon- 
Hstent,  and  yet  so  eitemallj^  sensitive,  and 
ferooiouBly  virtuous.  These  "  American  system 
gentlemen,"  both  by  precept  and  example, 
Adopt,  in  my  opinion,  a  doctnne  wholly  at  war 
with  tbe  provisions  of  the  present  proposition, 
and  their  former  declarations.  They  have  been 
olamoToas  for  the  "Tariff,"  the  enconragemeot 
of  "Domestic  Industry,"  and  an  increase  of 
tbe  duties  on  the  inn)ortation  of  articles  mana- 
factored  abroad.  One  of  the  staples  of  the 
Western  coontry  is  whiskey,  into  which,  by 
distillation,  the  farmers  convert  their  immense 
anrplus  of  com,  rye,  fruit,  &o.  To  have  a  mar- 
ket for  this  nHiole,  we  must  have  consumers; 
to  prevent  ita  consumption,  no  legislative  sanc- 
tion can  be  adequate.  8ir,  I  am  no  friend  to 
intemperance,  either  on  Iimd  or  at  sea;  bat  I 


think  it  infinitely  better  to  abandon  ths  latiTT 
of  intemperance  to  hie  fate,  than  to  abiidgs  lb 
natural  hberties  of  man. 

I  make  the  remark,  and  I  make  it  nrioulf, 
that  legislation  npon  this  snl^Jeot  isasmdma 
was  the  attempt  of  King  Cannte,  who,fl*ttotd 
by  his  comtieiB,  commanded  the  "  tide  ton- 
eede,"  and  was  well  ni^  overwhelmed  ii  iB 
waves,  before  he  disoovered  his  pneoii^liiii 
and  foll7> 

(Mr.  DsATTON,  of  Sonth  Owolina,  btntM^ 
and  sud  that  he  had  beard  the  amendnwiitnij, 
and  it  appeared  the  object  of  the  gentl«iaa  ni 
merely  to  indulge  hia  hnmor.  The  8p«*kr, 
nevertheless,  decided  that  Mr.  Ohilto!i  nu'a 
order.    Whereupon,  he  proceeded  aafdlain:] 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  must  ask  tbe  Ben^ciDiii'i 

fardon  for  his  polite  intfirmption  oi  mej  wMie 
was  SiOrely  not  interrupting  him.  I  nsde^ 
stood  perfectly  well  what  I  had  intended  to  aj, 
and  what  it  was  in  order  for  me  to  say;  ud 
if  the  gentleman  will  look  more  deeply  into  th 
qnestion  presented,  and  anticipate  me  vilt 
slower  progress,  he  will  perceive  that  lunio 
good  eameat,  and  not  playing  with  eitlier  li* 
leelings  or  time  of  the  House.  But,  or,  u  I 
before  remarked,  while  we  are  eiteMiv 
through  so  boundless  a  range  the  wodc  <■ 
"Retranohment,"  I  should  be  gratified  tc  d»- 
spateh  for  its  helpmate  the  fair  njmph  "B*- 
form."  Surely  its  way  is  lovely — its  dimenaiw 
being  small,  a&d  the  company  of  a  twia-a*^ 
pannot  be  unacoeptebte. 

Whether  this  "  refonn  "  in  the  navy  ia  to  h 
charged  under  the  head  of  "  oleanans  ^  is* 
gean  stable,"  or  whether  it  properly  alls  undo 
some  other  head,  I  will  not  pretend  to  of. 
Bat  I  will  say  that  the  l^islaliou  is  is  putiil 
in  itfi  effects  and  character,  as  was  that  vtiiA 
I  witnessed  in  this  House  a  few  days  ranee ;  vlia 
gentlemen,  who  even  denied  me  the  yew  n^ 
nays  npon  a  proposition  to  "retieack"  ttreir 
own  wages,  voted  to  discontinue  the  hnmNj 
dranghtonan  of  this  House.  I  am  delenitiw 
in  this  case,  as  in  that,  to  try  the  libersUljof 
gentlemen,  and  to  ascertain  whether  tbej  u* 
as  willing  to  "retrench"  their  ownalloMW* 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  they  are  to  limit  ttuw 
of  others,  I  venture  to  predict  that  in  this,  ■ 
in  the  instance  alluded  to,  there  will  be  oppw 
tion  to  having  the  question  taken  by  yw  "* 
nays.  It  behooves  me  to  show  why  my  sJ^ 
tute  should  be  adopted.  It  is  here  atMotW 
'    bargain  with  men  to  become  "  virtnons.    { 

I  reminded,  air,  of  a  maxim  which  I  lewwd 
at  an  early  age,  and  in  which  eiperienw » 
confirmed  me,  to  wit,  that  "virtae  whiti  »| 
quired  to  be  watehed,  is  not  worth  waKhii* 
Vows  to  bo  temperate  (where  tbe  re8t^ajnMI^l^ 
posed  by  public  sentiment — by  the  endeaiiW 
and  heart-rending  tears  which  often  flow  mobsJ 
the  domestic  fireside — aided  by  tbe  d"??* 
'  ilplass  innocence)— are  all  iDSufficient    If^ 

'ide  of  character  cannot  avaii,  money  e««^ 

The  question  to  agree  to  Una  ai 
decided  in  the  negative. 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBBSa 


..lesa] 


[tt* 


Hr.  Pkabok  then  taO,  be  was  prepared  to  ez- 
naa  his  opinions  on  this  snbjeot;  bnt  as  he 
ireBomed  Uie  Honse  had  beard  enoogb  on  it, 
le  moved  that  the  reeolntions  lie  on  the  table ; 
rhich  motion  was  nesatired— Teas  57,  navs  108. 

The  pievions  qaestton  was  oalled  for  bj  Mr, 
hnsiQEKB;  and,  being  demanded  b;  a  m^orU? 
g  the  members  present,  the  previoDS  qaeetion 
ras  pnt  and  oamed ;  and 

The  main  qneation  was  then  pat,  lizi  "  Will 
he  HoQse  agree  to  the  resolntioos  as  moved  bf 
fr.  OoKDiDT?"  And  passed  in  the  affirmatire. 

WiDHxssAT,  March  10. 
Judieiarf/  Sill. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BiraauiAir,  theHoose  then 
■oeolTed  itself  into  a  Oommitt«e  of  the  Whole, 
fr.  QiwpBBi.gwft  in  the  oliur,  and  resnmed  the 
unNderatioii  of  the  Jodiciar;  bilL 

Hi.  Wioeldts  s^d:  The  oonstitntion  vests 
he  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  in  one 
Inpreme  Ooart,  and  in  snch  loferior  oonrts  as 
Congress,  from  time  to  time,  maj  ordain  and 
letabliab.  Whatever  inferior  oonrts  Congress 
ihall  ordain  and  establish,  eboold  alike  extend 
hemselves  to  the  whole  Union.  The  STstem 
ihonld  be  one  system  for  all  the  States,  uniform 
n  its  character,  and  hannonions  in  its  action. 

At  the  commanoement  of  the  Qovemment, 
iniformitj  in  the  organixation  of  the  jadiciary 
lM>artinant  was  preserved  tbrooghont  the  then 
hirteen  States ;  and,  in  everj  change  of  the 
jBtan  mnoe  made,  noiformll^  has  been  Bodn- 
onil;  preierved. 

For  a  moment  allow  me  to  call  jronr  atten- 
[<»i  to  the  historr  of  the  jodiolal  ETStem  of  the 
Tnited  States,  as  illnsteative  of  what  I  have 
aid  open  tliis  snljject: 
In  1769,  OongreeSj  in  obedience  to  the  man- 
ste  of  the  oonstitntaon,  organiied  the  Supreme 
hKirt,  and  establiahed  the  district  and  oirctdt 
onits  in  the  several  Btate^  and  imparted  to 
bem  severaUf  meet  of  that  JoiiscUctiaii  which 
i^  have  idnce  exercised.  A  district  and  a 
Ironit  court  was  estabUshed  in  each  State,  and 
Ike  Supreme  Oonrt  was  constituted  of  six  jne- 
oes.  The  Union  was  divided  into  tiiree  cir- 
1^  the  eastern,  middle,  and  eontbem  circnits. 
%o  of  the  jostioes  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
iqidred  to  bold,  Jointly,  two  tenna  in  each 
Mr,  in  each  of  the  States,  besidee  two  terms 
tthe  SnpTfflne  Court,  at  the  seat  of  Govem- 
nt.  In  ITdS,  the  tnstioes  themselves,  in  a 
iMiorial  to  the  Frerident  of  the  United  States, 
mplained  of  the  onerous  duties  exacted  of 
jam  under  the  act  of  1769,  and  declared  their 
■bilitv  to  perform  the  tabor  which  that  act 
igoaea  upon  them.  This  memorial  was  made 
•  snlgeot  of  Executive  oommuoioation  to  Con- 
■n,  and,  in  that  year,  Instead  of  ttiree  clr- 
n  nx  were  created,  and  one  justice  of  the 
Btreme  Court  was  required,  In  conjunction 
fh  the  ^strict  Judge,  to  hold  the  oircmt  courts 
Mob  State,  twice  each  year. 
f      Vol.  X— « 


At  tliat  time^  dr,  our  population  did  not  ex- 
ceed six  millions ;  our  Union  was  oomposed 
of  thirteen  Bt^«e;  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
fbrmed,  in  &ot^  our  weetem  boundary.  The 
OoDgrees  of  1769  did  not  then  think  nix  judge* 
of  t£e  Supreme  Court  were  more  than  neoes- 
eary  to  the  disdiarge  of  the  high  duties  con- 
fided by  the  constitution  and  laws  to  that  tri- 
bunal. The  Judges  themselves,  and  the  Con- 
aof  1T92,  believed  that  the  duties  imposed 
e  judiciary  act  of  1769  were  too  onerous; 
and  they  divided  the  labor  of  the  circuit  dnties. 
From  that  day  to  this  I  have  never  understood 
that  thoae  jomcee  had  not  enough  to  do.  In- 
deed, I  have  oftm  heard  it  said  they  had  more 
labor  to  perform  than  they  could  well  discltarge, 
in  jufltioe  to  thenuelvee  and  to  the  ooontn^. 
Now.  fdr,  whenthenumberofStatee  has  nearly 
dcKibled;  whien  our  [topuIaticHi  has  Inoreued 
from  nx  to  twdre  milTions;  when  our  oom- 
meroe  has  extended  itself  to  evei?  country  and 
clime;  our  relations  as  poliUoal  commnnitiee 
have  increased  in  importance,  and  every  day 
becoming  more  and  more  deKoato ;  the  gentle- 
man troja  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ouwvobd,)  is 
ready  to  start  these Judgee  upon  ajudicial  race 
over  tweatf-fimr  States  twice  in  each  year. 
Hie  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (Mr.  Sfknokb,) 
consoioDS  that  hia  friend  from  Pennsylvania  has 
exacted  more  than  human  lalior  can  aocompliah, 
stops  the  Jndges  at  the  limits  of  Alabama,  Mla- 
msdppi,  and  XAuisiana,  and  proposes  to  give  to 


to  tctke  Ub  seat  upon  the  Supreme  Bencli,  that 
is,  the  Judicial  sanctum  lanctorum,  which  must 
not  be  contaminated  by  a  weetem  man.  The 
one  propodtioo  is,  of  itself,  ntteriy  hopeless  of 
sncoess,  and  the  other  cannot  be  regarded, 
though  not  so  intended,  but  as  an  insult  to  Uie 
States  who  are  thus  marked  by  the  ezdnnim 
alone  as  i^plicable  to  themselvee.  A  system 
somethiug  like  this  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  was  reported  by  the  J  ndidary  committee^ 
in  1838.  That  system,  however  allowed  the 
provintnal  justices,  when  it  shoold  please  God 
to  remove  by  death  any  of  the  then  JostloeB  of 
the  Supreme  Oourt^  to  take  the  place  thus  va- 
oatod.  It  met  with  one  nniversal  condemnation 
from  the  nine  western  States,  and  was  by  th« 
committee  abandoned,  as  utterly  offensive  to 
^oee  whom  it  proposed  to  benefit.  Snob,  I 
have  no  douiit,  will  be  the  &te  of  so  much  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fnun  Sew 
York  as  proposes  to  send  to  these  three  proud 
and  gallant  States  a  provincial  judge. 

I  proceed,  sir,  with  the  history  from  which  I 
liave  t>een  diverted  in  a  moment  s  reply  to  a  part 
of  the  opposition  to  the  bill  under  considerauon. 

The  system  remained  under  the  organixaticm 
of  17ea  until  that  eventful  period  m  the  political 
history  of  our  country,  the  month  of  February, 
1801 .  The  party  then  in  power,  but  whioh  was 
soon  to  ret^  under  the  Indwtant  frowna  <^ 
an  insulted  and  abused  people,  looked  to  th» 
Judicial  department  of  our  Government  aa  i 
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point  of  ««f«  retreat— «  point  from  which  the; 
oonld  renew  their  asaaiilts  upon  their  ooa- 
qnerorH,  the  people ;  and  aucoeed  in  eetatiliahing 
principles  in  our  Government,  which  the  oon- 
stitDtion  did  not  wuraiit,  and  which  tlie  people 
abhorred. 

In  that  year,  the  JadicialafBtem  of  the  United 
States  WW  changed.  The  Sapreme  Oonrt  was 
to  ooDsist  of  thesizJoBtioeBtheninoommiesion, 
to  discharge  t^ipellate  duties  ool;.  Thus  sepa- 
rated from  the  Btatea,  and  the  people  of  the 
States,  the  Jadites  were  destined  to  become  the 
mere  engines  <»  power,  devoted  to  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  a  great  consolidated  government,  and  tair^  bj  those  who  beUeve'  that  than 


^here,  is  no  less  the  agent  o 

of  the  people,  than  the  memben  of  tliiiHow, 

thongh  his  fVinotions  are  different,   llie  jodpi 

mnst  be  regarded  as  the  agents  or  npronlt- 

tives  of  the  people,  in  the  diachsrp  of  tlxir 

fimotionB  in  the  jEidicial  departmoit  <rf  tin 

Government. 

The  doctrine  which  repudiate*  the  idn  rf 
representation  in  the  Judicial  departmnit,  ii  nit 
republican,  is  at  war  with  tbegemttsirfoiiiiir 
stitationB.  Oentleioen  startle  at  ^  ides  <f 
Jodiml  rCftresentation,  and  mj  thej  do  art 
comprehend  it.    If  thej  do,  thej  have  not  d<dt 


regarding  the  States  as  mere  corporate  ezist- 
enoee,  deriving  tli^  power  from,  instead  of 
impartiiig  it  to,  the  General  Government. 

The  better  to  effect  this  grand  pnrpose,  six 
dronlta  were  enacted,  and  three  oirooit  Judges 
in  each  oircnit  were  appointed,  besides  &e 
district  jndgea  then  in  oommiasion. 

It  wiU  onl;  be  neoessarT'  to  look  to  the  then 
■tat«  of  the  times,  and  to  the  names  of  snch 
Judges  as  were  commisdonedj  some  in  the  hour 
of  midntffht,  to  Justify  iJie  Werences  which  I 
have  made. 

This  system  did  not  require  the  test  of  expe- 
rience to  satisfy  the  American  people  of  its 
enormit; — its  want  of  adaptation  to  the  sjEtem 
<tf  government,  such  as  the  Union  wss  and 
onght  to  be;  and  so  soon  as  they  oonld  lay 
their  hands  npon  it,  they  erased  this  federal  cita- 
del to  the  foondation,  and  rebuilt  that  of  1789. 

Between  1789  and  1807,  Vermont,  Eentocky, 
Ohio,  and  TennesBee  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and,  in  the  latter  year,  (1807,)  a  seventh 
Justice  was  added  to  the  Snpreme  Oomt,  to 
reside  in  Hie  seventh  circnit  ana  to  hold  idronit 
eoorte  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Eentodky,  and 
Tennessee.  Vermont  was  added  to  the  eastern 
dronit;  and  thos  the  ^fstem  of  1769  was  made 
to  expand  itself^  and  to  embrace  these  four  new 
8tsteB,and  has  ooatinaed  from  that  time  to  the 
present  moment 

It  has  given  to  our  nation  a  diaraoter,  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  jndicial  intelligence  and 
weight  of  character,  \mcb  tlie  ganuemen  op- 
posed to  this  bill  have  been  emnlons  of  each 
other  in  praising.  I  will  not  detract  from  the 
Just  claims  of  onr  national  Jndiciar;,  nor  will  I 
qteak  of  It  irreverently. 

I  have  no  incense  to  bnm  at  the  altar  of  any 
department  of  this  Government;  and  if  I  bad, 
it  wonld  not  burn  at  that  of  the  Jndioiair. 

That  department,  like  every  other,  is  filled 
by  men  liable  to  err,  and  responsible  to  the 

r'ple,  whom  I  regard  aa  tbe  supreme  power 
this  Government.     To  tbem  and  to  their 
will  I  acknowledge  my  obligations ;  and,  in  t 
exeoution  of  that  wil^  aa  uieir  representati^ 
I  will  roeak  of  the  other  c<H>rdiiiato  depa 
ments  oi  t^ir  Government  as  I  think  tliey  de- 
terve. 

Tbla  is  in  theory,  and  should  be  in  practice, 
a  representative  Government,  in  all  its  depart- 
mento.     Tbe   Exeoutive,  in   bia   ^>proi»iate 


exist  in  that,  as  in  every  other  deputiiunt,te 

ipresentative  principle. 

The  member  from  New  York  (It.  Sbm) 

lems  to  be  astounded  at  its  mcntiai.  Bt 
never  before  heard  of  the  idea  of  "  jndieii]  m- 
tation."    In  his  min^  it  mast  meni,  ii  1 

his  words  correctly,  tie  lepressntsliiai' 

the  prejudices,  the  passions,  and  the  be&Mtd 
&6  people.  There  is  a  alass  of  pc^ticiiBii 
tbis  conntry  who  have  always,  when  V^ 
of  the  people,  supposed  thnn  to  be  g^**™ 
alone  by  prtgndice,  passion,  and  faeKon.  I™ 
not  say  that  the  gentleman  belongatothstdM, 
but  be  will  poMon  me  for  enteitiimq  ■< 
opinion  more  favorable  of  UieintelligtiMM 
virtue  of  the  people.  They  are  etptUt* 
thinking,  reasoning,  and  acting,  free  aaBi  ^ 
jndioe  or  passion.  I 

The  other  gentleman  ftom  New  To^^  | 
Spxhobb)  repudiates,  in  stronfttemu,  ■■^j'^ 
improper,  the  idea  of  preserymg  in  owitdi™ 
department  the  representative  priwij*  J* 
deed,  he  seems  to  go  (hrther  upoo  w  nv^ 
than  bia  coUeayue.  He  wonld  have  tbej»p 
unknown  to  the  people,  and  the  pe<^  ■* 
quwnted  with  the  jndge.  He  would  hsw* 
judge,  in  order  to  preserve  him  from  ^_^ 
taminating  influence  of  tbe  people  among™* 
he  is  to  administer  the  laws,  rtfflde  *'  ^ ' 
possible  from  tliem,  to  be  awt  amoiif  tt>(B* 
a  distance  from  where  he  rerides. 

If  these  views  be  sound,  If  there  be  b?*^ 
in  them  consistent  with  propriety,  saiffl^ 
mony  with  tbe  principles  of  our  Cknwa* 
it  would  be  well  to  test  tiiem  by  ""V^i 
Let  us  disband  our  own  jndidal  C0Tpa,>B''J 
upon  tbe  ohanceUor  of  En^and,  tJie  j"^?* 
the  courts  of  King's  bench  and  co™"**^ 
to  visit  us,  and  decide  upon  the  rirfilstMB* 
ties  of  onr  citiBens,  They  would  be  is  M" 
any  set  of  men,  if  not  the  most  so,  to  pr«*" 
untamiahed  the  new  and  pre-enunait  ?"*' 
cation  of  a  jndge,  a  total  ignorance  of  th[* 
pie  of  the  United  States,  and  conswuwW^ 
genius  and  spirit  of  their  inatitntioiiijra^ 
depend  upon  public  opinion  for  (heirew**' 
and  pre-emiueuce  of  character.  . 

For  my  own  part,  I  sm  wholly  »tm»i^ 
idea  of  importing  judges  as  we  import  cw** 
under  the  nope  of  Improving  therr  Irm- 

When  my  rights  are  involved  in  a  judical* 
test^  I  like  to  know  something  of  the  rnV  *" 
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are  about  to  dedde  upon  them.  When  «  jadge 
is  known  to  the  people  among  whom  and  &r 
whom  he  administers  Joatioe,  to  bo  a  nuui  of 
Jhigh  character,  nndonbted  int«^ty,  and  legal 
attunmentcL  his  dOoisioos  give  aatdafaotioii,  and 
iiupire  confideDM  in  the  public  mind.  Kot  eo 
with  a  Jndge  of  whom  the  people  know  notii' 
log. 

I  will  tell  the  gentlemen  what  I  understand 
tiTJudioial  representation. 

In  the  fiTBt  place,  as  this  is  a  repreaentAtivo 
republic,  I  would  not  have  upon  the  benoh  a 
monarchiat  in  principle.  I  would  hare  the 
judges  responsible  to  the  people ;  and,  if  I  were 
about  to  form  a  oonstitntion,  I  wonld  limit  Uio 
term  of  their  office,  and  remit  thmi  to  the  ap- 
pobting  power,  at  stated  periods. 

To  come  to  uie  <^uestion  now  onder  disous- 
doo:  In  tbe  organization  of  a  oonrt,  snoh  as 
that  of  the  Union,  whose  jmisdiction  b  defined 
bj  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  TTnited  Stote^  whose 
powers  are  co-extensiTo  with  the  hoondaries  of 
twenty -fonr  distinct  and  sovereign  States,  the 
same  Bjstem  should  be  extended  to  eaoh  State. 
In  making  the  appointments  to  office,  I  would 
look  to  the  vanouB  geogrq>hicd  divisions  of 
tliese  sovereign  ooiumanities,  end  I  wonld  make 
the  selections  from  among  uie  citizeoB  of  those 
States,  with  a  view  to  nve  to  eaoh  its  doe  and 
relative  proportion  and  weight  in  thejudicual 
department.  ToiUnstrste  my  idea,  I  would  ex- 
tend the  present  Jadicial  Bjstem  to  those  eiz,  I 
might  Bar  nine  States,  to  which  it  has  not  been 
aztended.  I  would  give  to  those  States,  when 
lirided  into  proper  oirocita,  a  judge  selected 
!tam  among  the  citizens  of  diose  Stat«a,  to  re- 
(ide  within  the  respective  drcnita,  ^d  admin- 
ater  jnalice  in  the  inferior  oonrts,  and  to  re- 
jftir,  once  in  eaoh  year,  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
aent,  bringing  with  them  each  a  knowledge  of 
he  local  laws  and  judicial  deosiona  of  the  re- 
pective  States,  and,  if  gentlemen  will  have  it  so, 
loasessing,  in  common  with  the  people^  those 
irinoiples  of  government,  and  attachments  to 
inr  inetitations,  so  necessary  to  make  a  man 
ither  a  good  poUtician  or  a  sonad  jodge, 

Toillnstrato  my  idea  ofjndioial  representation 
orther,  I  need  only  advert  to  tbe  fact  lliat  yonr 
onrt  is  now  composed  of  seven  jndges — six  of 
rhom  reside  on  this  side  the  moontaius,  and 
dmiaister  Jnstice  in  coorta  of  original  Juris- 
iction  in  States  contdning  a  population  of 
boat  seven  millions,  while  nine  BtiUes,  with  a 
opnlation  little  short  of  five  millions,  is  left 
-ith  bnt  a  single  judge,  and  be  confined  to 
iree  ont  of  the  nine  States. 
If  the  honorable  gentleman  will,  for  the  sake 


r  the  argmnent,  imagine  the  entire  vaoanCT 
le  Sapreme  Bench,  and  that  the  Prende 
onld  be  weak  or  vricked  enongh  to  appoint 


i  irhole  seven  from  the  State  of  Eentuoky  or 
oio,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
:^nst  «Doagh  to  a^,  by  its  legldation,  tiiat,  in 
10  tax  New  £n^ani  States,  and  in  tlie  "great 
;ate  "  of  New  TortL,  there  should  not  be  neld 
circuit  oonrt,  thej  will  then  bare  ajoit  con- 


ception of  my  idea  of  ludidal  representation. 
My  word  for  it,  sir,  if  that  were  the  case,  and 
it  were  necessary  to  extend  the  system  to  these 

Stat«3,  to  increase  the  number  of  Jndgea  to  nine 
or  ten,  this  bill  would  pass. 

I  pnt  it  to  the  candor  of  genUemen  to  say,  if 
it  is  consistent  with  their  own  notions  of 
eqnality  in  the  States,  with  their  own  notions 
of  justice  to  tbe  people  west  of  the  Alle^iany, 
that  the  present  system,  limited  aa  it  is,  shsli 
remain  when  these  StaUe,  in  their  sovereign 
obaract«r,  present  their  high  claims  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Statee,  demanding  the  ex- 
tension of  this  eystem  to  them,  and  olalming, 


ment  in  all  its  departments. 

Thobbdat,  Haroh  11. 
TAt  Tariff: 

The  Honse  then  resnmed  the  connderation  of 
the  following  reaolution,  anbrnitted  yeeteidl^ 
by  Mr.  Ain>EBSON: 

"S>*olved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
VeaoB  be  iustnicted  to  bring  In  a  IriU  aUoiriiig  a 
dnirbaok  of  nine  oents  per  gallon  on  all  mm  ua- 
tilled  in  this  eoontry  from  fordgn  innhssna.  nbaa 
snob  nun  is  exported  to  a  foreign  ooonby." 

Mr.  AnsBBsos  sud  he  was  aware  that  it  was 
the  general  practice  of  this  Eonae  to  instmot 
its  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
adopting  a  measnr^  rather  than  to  instruot 
them  to  bring  in  a  biU ;  but  as  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  bronaht  in  a  bill  em- 
bradng  the  aattjeot  matter  of  thia  reatdntion, 
and  as  that  bill  was  rejected  by  the  Hoose,  thii, 
or  any  other  oommittoa,  he  apprehended,  wonld 
not  deem  it  expedient  to  oot  again  on  this  sub- 
ject, nnlesB  they  were  under  t£e  especial  direo- 
tion  of  tbe  House ;  and  Mr.  A.  deemed  it  doe 
to  the  House  to  say,  that,  if  tbe  snl^eot  of  tUs 
resolution  had  been  presented,  unconnected 
with  other  matters,  and  bad  been  acted  on  by 
the  House,  he  shonld  so  &r  respect  such  decis- 
ion, as  not  again  to  a^tale  tne  subject  this 
sesmon.  But,  aa  many  gMitiemen  aaw.  or 
thought  they  aaw,  olitjeotdons  to  some  of  the 
items  of  that  bill,  and  voted  torqjeotthe  whole, 
who,  Mr.  A.  believed,  were  disposed  to  sustain 
this  resolution,  he  submitted  it  in  this  shape^ 
deeming  it  as  well  to  take  the  sense  of  tbe 
House  (urecUy  on  the  propoeition  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  as  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Honae  mer  a 
bill  is  introduced. 

The  tariff  of  1B38  (stud  Mr.  A.)  proposed  to 
encourage  American  manufactures,  ana  to  pro- 
tect domeatio  industry.  This  resolution  relates 
immediately  to  tbe  mann&otnrer,  and  proposea 
to  restore  him  in  part  to  the  situation  m  which 
that  tariff  found  him,  and,  if  adopted,  will  not 
only  aid  the  maanfiaturer,  but  various  other 
important  branohes  of  American  industry. 
The  resohition  does  not  place  this  clan  of 
mannfactnrcra  in  a  ntoation  ae  good  aa  the^ 
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were  before  the  paauee  of  the  law,  for  it  atiU 
leares  them  oppressed  with  the  whole  of  the 
eDormoiu  inoreAsed  datj  on  the  raw  msterial 
tued  hf  tbem,  which  must  etUl  be  paid  if  the 
article  is  oonsimied  in  this  ooantir ;  but  as  it 
will  open  the  foreign  market  for  their  mann- 
fbctnred  goods,  it  wUl  be  a  Kreat  relief  both  to 
this  olasB  of  citizens  aad  to  the  commercial  in- 
terest of  our  countrj.  Before  tbe  passage  of 
the  tariff  of  1838,  the  duty  on  molassea  was  five 
oentB  per  gallon ;  then  a  drawback  was  allow- 
ed of  four  cents  on  each  gallon  distilled  into 
mm,  and  sent  ont  of  the  ooontry.  The  duty  is 
now  ten  oenta  per  gallon;  and  tMs  resolntion 
pnnwees  to  allow  a  drawback  of  nine  oenta  per 
mIkid  on  all  ma  made  from  this  molasses  when 
It  is  exported,  still  banng  the  double  iotj  to 
be  paid  on  all  that  shall  be  used  in  this  coontiy, 
I  cannot  conceive  what  rational  oUeotioa  can 
be  urged  to  the  re-establiahment  of  this  draw- 
back. We  grant  a  debenture  equal  to  the  doty 
on  the  same  article  distilled  bj  forngn^  and 
in  a  foreign  land,  while,  hj  our  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  we  refose  it  to  oar  oitizeos,  and  yet  we 
please  onrselvee  widi  the  idea  that  we  are  pro- 
tecting American  indnstrj.  When  this  draw- 
back waa  repealed,  tt  was  done  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  helping  the  whiskey  distiller.  It 
was  thonght  that  it  woold  increase  the  demand 
and  price  of  whiskey,  and  Uierebr  aid  the  grain 
grower.  We  have  now  tried  the  eiperiment 
nearly  two  years,  and  I  believe  all  are  oon- 
vlnoed  tliat  its  expected  benefits  have  not  bees 
realized.  Does  whiskey  find  a  more  ready  sale 
or  better  prioe  than  it  foimd  before  the  tariff  of 
1838)  Or  has  the  demand  and  price  of  grun 
improved  since  that  period,  in  conseqaenoe  of 
this  restriction  on  the  distillation  of  molasses  f 
I  believe,  mt,  if  we  take  every  price  current  which 
has  been  published  since  June,  1828,  we  shall 
find  that  neither  whiskey  nor  grain  has  im- 
proved one  cent,  but,  on  the  contra^,  both  have 
liallen  greatly  in  price.  If  then,  t£e  repeal  of 
this  drawback  has  not  answered  tbe  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  voted  for  it;  if  it  has  not 
benefited  the  Interest  it  was  thought  it  wonld 
subserve ;  if  it  does  good  to  no  one,  and  a  posi- 
tive iqjnij  to  some,  why  should  we  not  restore 
the  protection,  and  ag^  extend  to  this  class  of 
onr  manu&ctnrers  the  encouragement  we  pro- 
hu  to  extend  to  all  others.  If  we  wish  to  in- 
trodnoe  the  more  general  use  of  whiskey,  and 
thereby  aid  so  mndi  of  the  grain  market  as  is 
used  in  this  article,  it  is  certtunly  expedient  to 
open  a  passage  through  which  tlds  mm  may  go 
out  of  uie  country,  and  give  place  to  the  con- 
sumption of  whiskey.  The  effect,  and  only 
effect,  this  repeal  of  the  drawback  has,  Is  to 
encourage  and  aid  the  foreign  distiller,  at  the 
expense  and  to  the  destruction  of  the  American 
distiller,  to  confine  this  mm  to  onr  own  mar- 
ket, force  it  to  compete  with  our  domestic  n>irit 
made  of  grain,  and,  bo  tei  ee  this  competition 
can  go,  to  destroy  the  market  for  whiskey  at 
home.  If  we  hon«etIy  intend  to  encourage  do- 
meatio  industry,  and  enable  onr  mann&ctorers 
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to  compete  with  foreign  manuftotiinn,  n 
onght  to  allow  onr  dtiieneto  obt^lbent 
mMerial  on  aa  good  terma  ss  the  finagsK 
Let  onr  duties  on  imports  be  what  tbe;  niH.i 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  mann&etnm  uah 
the  country  to  encourage  the  export  of  ill  sA 
imports  as  by  our  labor  and  skill  shall  be  nide 
of  double  value  to  the  foreign  pnrcbisa;  ml 
tbe  export  wHl  not  he  so  well  eowmragedii 
ai^  way,  as  by  allowing  a  return  of  th«  outia 
pud  on  the  raw  material  when  it  is  eipwted  a 
the  manufactured  article.  While  we  htTt  ho- 
meroe,  cargoes  most,  in  some  way  ot  otber,  lit 
made  up;  and  as  long  as  it  isneceenrjf^t 
profitable  voyage  to  nuke  a  part  or  the  niA 
of  a  cargo  of  rum,  so  long  vriUrumbeoblmie^ 
and  continue  to  be  an  article  of  mercbuidiM. 

It  is  not  merdy  for  the  distillei  tint  n 
ehonld  pass  this  resotntitHi,  but  fbr  otber  exUn- 
rive  branchea  of  industry  that  win  reeeiTs  pi^ 
relitf  and  support  from  it  Eveiy  bnaa  d 
indnstiy  connected  with  the  West  Indlm  \ak 
will  be  relieved,  revived,  and  protected  bj  i. 
And  let  me  here  remind  the  EoiiH,tb«tn 
never  had  cause  of  compliant,  and  never,  so  b 
ae  my  knowled^  extends,  have  complsiae^cJ 
this  trade.  It  is  a  trade  of  fair,  free,  tmnetrid- 
edexcbange.  It  is  a  market  for  snytbiogn 
ohooee  to  send  ont;  and  many  snclee  Ibl 
now  form  a  vatnable  part  of  the  expwtt  rf  « 
country  would  be  nearly,  if  not  qoite,  worth)* 
without  tills  trade.  We  can  in  this  mvlets- 
change  what  is  of  little  or  no  value  to  ui  ticf^ 
for  articles  of  f[reat  value  to  us— aiticltiM 
not  only  administer  to  our  wants  and  emfi*^ 
but  ont  of  which,  if  we  do  not  tie  up  om  bad 
by  restrictions  and  prohibitions,  we  cssmib 
an  important  and  valuable  article  of  eipct 
Sir,  this  trade  b  worthy  of  all  encoangemot 
It  gives  life  and  employment  to  a  vast  mixii 
of  the  labor  and  industry  of  this  cooiitr;.  ft 
tiiis  trade  the  lumberman,  ipiD"""!  ship  ^ 

Santer  fisherman,  and  sailor  are  almost  en^ 
apendent  for  employment;  and  thve  >■  ' 
cl^  of  men  in  this  country  more  destrriit^ 
oar  protection  than  these,  u  severe^  hardf,  »• 
unremitting  labor  can  entitle  them  to  oar  W 
tection.  Sir,  the  life  of  the  northern  bu1«  ™ 
fisherman  is  too  well  known  to  reqnin  "V 
comments  fr^Hn  me.  Hardier  heiijis  ^^ 
floated  on  the  ocean.  But  the  life  and  b«* 
ships  of  the  lumberman,  I  believe,  srt  bo" 
to  very  few  on  this  floor.  We  should  tbial:» 
army  making  a  winter  campaign  In  the  «» 
of  our  northem  frontier  entitled  to  our  fj^ 
tbj  and  apphrase  for  the  sufferings  "^^ 
ships  thatmust unavoidably  beendnredtbrwp 
the  severity  of  winter.  Trying  anfl  w^'j' 
may  be  such  a  service,  it  is  no  harder  U"^;* 
lumberman  endures  as  regularly  ae  the  viw* 
comes.  InKovember,  or  the  first  of  Deo®"*' 
these  men  go  into  the  forest  with  '^"''^ 
and  provisions,  constmct  a  rude  camp,  biW 
sufficient  to  break  off  the  wind,  wlule  tW 
sleep  on  a  bundle  of  straw,  or  aa  often  oatj 
boughs  of  the  pine,  and  w<A  from  aijSf 
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ontil  dark,  in  the  boowb  of  the  forest,  nittil  the 
rivers  opea  in  the  q)riiig.  Wben  the  snoir 
melts,  aiid  the  ice  of  the  etreanu  tn^aks  up,  thej 
commit  their  lomber  to  the  river,  aaa  dose 
ti^  winter's  work  wili  a  labor  that  no  men 
but  titoso  aocostomed  to  repose  comfortabl;'  on 
ft  gnow-bank  ooold  endure  for  a  siiigle  week. 
Haj  after  day,  and  week  after  wee^  &ese  men 
are  immersed  in  the  river,  when  the  water  ia 
as  oold  asioe  and  enow  can  make  it;  th^  gar- 
ments are  a  perfect  sheet  of  ioe,  and  the  oom- 
fbrt  of  a  dry  Jacket  is  onknown  to  them;  and 
vet  Ton  find  them  hardj  and  healthy  men. 
Emidreds  may  be  fomid  now  engaged  in  tbe 
for«sts,  with  oonatitntions  firm  and  nnimpured, 
who  havei  for  more  t3ian  forty  winters  in  sno- 
oeanon,  been  engaged  in  this  service.  I  believe, 
too,  fflr,  that  yon  wiU  not  find,  in  any  other 
description  of  mills,  snob  constant,  nnoeasing 
labor  aa  in  onr  Imnber  nulls.  The  sow  is  nm- 
ning  continually  day  and  night — the  miUmen 
relieving  each  other  at  six  in  the  morning  and 
dz  in  the  eveiung^  as  regular  as  a  watch  at  sea, 
uid  the  labor  is  aa  nnintempted  and  miceasiog 
la  is  the  motion  of  the  onrrent  that  tnms  the 
wheeL  This,  m,  is  the  labor  and  these  the 
nen  that  any  relief  given  to  the  West  India 
fade  will  aid ;  and  I  ask  yon  if  these  men,  who 
wreathe  the  pare  January  northwester,  are  not 
IB  valuable  to  yon  in  peace  or  war.and  asmnoh 
mtitled  U>  yonr  oonsideration,  as  those  who  are 
nlialing  the  confined  atmosphere  of  a  crowded 
nannfiiotnring  establishment  t 

No  article  of  export  employs  so  mnch  tonnage 
a  proportion  to  its  valne  as  a  West  India  cargo, 
LDdthecargoobtalnedinezchange.  Aveeeelthat 
rlU  carry  oat  a  caivo  of  cotton  or  mann&ctored 
looda,  worth  from  fifty  to  one  hnndred  thousand 
lollars,  woold  be  Ailly  i^eight«d  by  one-thirtietii 
o  one-fiftieth  of  that  som  in  lomber,  and  so 
rith  a  return  cargo  of  molasses ;  and  yet  she 
riil  employ  aa  many  seamen,  and  give  doohle 
he  employ  to  landsmen,  who  live  by  loading, 
Jacharging,  and  tendins  on  veesek,  for  she  will 
iftke  two  voyages  to  ue  other's  one,  and  add 
a  mnch  to  the  naval  strength  of  the  ooontry  as 
tie  ricb  freighted  ship ;  and  all  her  repairs  are 
lade  in  this  coontry,  the  West  Indies  bring 
wre  expensive  ports  to  repair  In.  Not  so 
rith  the  Garopean  trader,  she  obtains  her  re- 
ain  and  equipment  abroad:  for,  by  reason  of 
lie  enormons  duties  imposed  on  every  article 
eoeasary  to  the  outfit  of  a  ship,  it  is  for  the 
tterest  of  onr  merchant  to  refit  and  equip  hia 
lip  abroad. 

This  material,  used  by  the  distiller,  is  as  much 
le  produce  of  onr  soil  aa  the  whiskey  which 
le  farmer  gets  in  exchange  for  his  grain,  the 
rodaoe  of  hie  soil.  We  exchange  onr  lumber, 
'hioh  is  the  fruit  of  our  labor,  for  molasses; 
id  without  t^is  exchange  the  whole  of  onr 
idustry  engaged  in  this  branch  of  business 
inat  atop.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  trade, 
le  grain  grower  ia  more  benefited  than  he  can 
}  b;  mahing  bis  grain  into  whiskey;  for, 
liilA  thA  lomberman  and  tha  mlllmini  are 
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engaged  ia  procuring  and  mannfactorin^  the 
outward  cargo,  the  mariner  in  transportmg  it 
to  market,  and  bringing  home  theretom  cargo, 
the  distiller  in  converting  it  into  ram,  and  w» 
mariner  again  exporting  tnia  rum  abroad,  they, 
and  the  £ip  oarpenter,  and  tlieir  dep«ndant& 
are,  of  necessity,  consumers  of  the  grcun  raised 
by  other  hands.  Some  of  this  industry  has 
been  diverted  already  by  the  operation  of  the 
tari^  and  been  turned  to  raiamg  grain;  and 
unless  you  restore  Uiis  drawback,  a  ^U  greater 
number  will  be  forced  from  their  aoonstomed 
employments,  and,  as  their  only  alternative, 
must  go  to  foreign  countriea,  or  become  agrionl- 
tnrists ;  and,  instead  of  effecting  the  great  ol^ect 
for  whidi  we  started,  to  draw  off  numbers  from 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  increase  the  demand 
for  agrioultoral  products,  our  legislation  will 
have  exactiy  the  contrary  effect.  Such  are  the 
connection  and  dependendee  of  commerce 
and  sgricnlture  on  each  other,  that  any  diedk 
or  embarrassment  thrown  urmn  the  one,  is  in- 
evitably felt  by  the  other,  Onr  commerce  first 
felt  the  tariff  of  1828 ;  it  bore  hard  on  thia  im- 
portant branch  of  our  wealth,  industry,  and 
strength,  troia  the  very  day  of  its  operation; 
and.  DOW  when  commerce  is  dnking  under  this 
load,  apiculture  begins  to  feel  the  blow.  Some 
of  the  shackles  on  our  commerce  must  be  taken 
oS.  and  this  drawback,  trifling  aa  it  may  ae^ 
will  save  to  the  nation  thousands  of  tons  of  ahip- 
pingj  if  not  millions  of  capitsL  Freight,  we  all 
admit,  ia  the  soot  and  life  of  commerce ;  and  it 
ia  our  duty,  while  we  regard  its  prosperity,  to 
give  every  facility  to  multiply  freights  at  home^ 
and  to  obtain  them  abroad. 

Grant  this  drawback,  and  yoa  ^ve  to  your 
ve^ela  additional  frei^ts,  by  maVing  a  valua- 
ble artide  of  export  of  your  imports.  And  ae 
it  will  enable  you  to  increase  your  imports  in 
this  trade  of  exchange,  so  it  will  greatly  morease 
your  original  export,  and  in  all  its  operations 
mfiise  new  life  into  tjiis  depressed  trade. 

llr.  FoLX  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
adding,  "  and  to  allow  also  a  drawback  of  four 
and  one-half  cents  per  square  yard  on  fordgn 
cotton  bag^g,  exported  either  in  the  original 
packages,  or  around  Uie  cotton  bale,  to  any 
foreign  oonntry," 

Hr.  P.  Btii.  in  offbrin^  this  amendment,  he 
did  not  intend  to  indulge  m  any  general  disons- 
sion  of  the  principles  of  the  tanS.  A  very  few 
remarks  in  explanation  of  tha  reasons  which 
had  induced  him  to  offer  it,  was  all  that  he  then 
deemed  necessary.  The  reaolution  of  llie  gan- 
tieman  troai  iltiina  proposea  to  instruct  th« 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  nine  centspersallon 
upon  the  exportation  of  ram  distilled  m  the 
United  States  frvm  foreign  molassea.  The  rea- 
son ^ven  why  this  woold  be  proper,  is,  that  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  East,  aa  well  as  the 
manu&cturer  of  spirits  from  this  fbr^gn  mat^ 
rial  intended  for  exportation,  were  oppres^vely 
burdened  by  the  unpoeition  of  a  duty  of  ten 
oenta  per  galloii,  imposed  by  the  tariff  of  1898; 
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on  the  exportation  of  forei|^  tnolaaeea.  If  tUe 
be  &  MtisTsotoiy  reason  whf  sdrawbuk  ahoold 
be  allowed  upon  this  ortiole,  then  he  tltooght  it 
oonld  be  dearly  shown  that,  apon  tbe  same 
princtplo,  a  drawbtxsk  ahonld  b«  allowed  oa 
the  exportAtioQ  of  foreign  ocMon  baf^ting 
wrapped  around  the  ootton  bale.  The  two 
srticlee  stand  opon  the  same  principle,  and  be 
oould  see  no  reason  for  allowing  drawbMk  in 
one  case  and  reftadna  it  In  the  t^er.  Foreign 
mokseea,  npoa  their  unport&tion  into  the  United 
States,  were  raUeot  to  pay  a  duty  nnder  the 


spirita,  and  in  that  state  exported  to  foreign 
oonntries  for  msrket.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  proposed,  upon  the  exportation  of  tb4 
epirita  thns  made  from  molasses,  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  nme  oents  per  gallon,  leaTing  in 
the  Tressniy  one  cent  per  gallon  of  the  dntj 
leried  npon  the  imp<Htation  of  the  molasses,  to 
defray,  ne  supposed,  the  inoidental  expenses 
and  ohsrgee  at  the  onstom-honse.    Now,  did 


its  importation  into  the  United  States,  was 
charged  with  a  dntj,  nnder  the  tariff  of  18S8, 
of  five  cents  per  si^are  jard,  When  K  was 
receiTed  in  this  oonntry,  it  was  nsed  almost  ei- 
ehutvely  by  the  cotton  planter  in  b^ing  and 
preparing  his  cotton  for  market.  It  was  again 
exported  wrapped  aronnd  the  cotton.  It  was 
not  consnmea  in  the  oonntry  any  more  than 
the  molasses  distilled  Into  spirits  and  exported 
were.  His  proposition  was  to  allow  to  the  cot- 
ton planter,  apon  the  exportation  of  his  eotton 
bales,  a  drawl>aok  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
eqnare  jsrd  on  the  bagging  with  which  hia  cot- 
bm  was  wrapped  for  market,  leaving  in  the 
TreasniT  half  a  cent  per  sqoare  yard  of  the  duty 
originally  pddnptmilHiniportation.  The  East, 
or  at  least  a  portion  of  the  East,  complained 
that  the  dnty  on  molasses  was  ooeroDs,  so  mnoh 
80,  that  it  prevented  its  distillation  mt«  New 
England  mm  for  exportation,  and  thereby  af- 
fected the  shipping  interest ;  and  that,  therefore, 
a  drawback  of  the  dnty  ahonld  be  allowed  npon 
exportation.  The  Sonth  might,  with  eqnal 
reason,  at  least,  complain  that  the  dnty  of  five 
cents  per  sqnare  yard  on  cotton  bagging  was 
an  onerons  and  nnnecessary  tax  npon  the  cotton 
planter;  that,  in  consequence,  of  it,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  five  cents  per  sqnare  yard  more 
for  his  coHon  bagging,  than  he  wonld  have  to 

iisy  if  the  dnty  was  not  levied;  and  that,  there- 
ore,  npon  the  same  principle,  a  drawback 
ahonld  be  allowed  to  him  upon  the  exportation 
of  that  article.  If  a  drawback  npon  mm  was 
allowed,  New  England  would  be  relieved  npon 
one  item  of  the  t^it^  and  conld  agun,  the  gen- 
tleman ihun  Kaine  has  said,  engage  in  tbe 
molasses  and  Inmber  trade.  If  the  drawback 
which  he  proposed  on  cotton  bagging  was  al- 
lowed, tiie  effect  wonld  be,  that  the  cotton 
plantOT  conld  bny  his  cotton  bagging  for  four 
and  a  half  cents  less  per  yard  thwi  be  had  now 


to  pay  fbr  it.  The  only  difteienee  lidvNi 
the  pnmoaition  contained  in  the  rwolntioicf 
the  genuenuu  tnxa  Mune,  and  the  tznendiiMt 
which  he  had  offered,  was,  that  the  ou  m 
intended  to  relieve  m  portion  of  the  Eist,  ai 
the  other  a  portion  of  the  Sooth  lul  SooA- 
west,  from  a  very  small  portitmof  Ibeifipm- 
sire  and  nneqnal  operation  of  tbe  preeeattuif 
B!yst«n.  He  tbonght,  tiierefore,  thit  mikm 
and  cotton  bagging,  bowerer  strange  the  un- 
ciation  might  seem  to  be,  should  not  bt  xft- 
rated  so  far  as  the  proposition  of  drawUita 
was  Gtmcemed.  As  the  olgect  Tta  to  nina 
dntiea  on  one  for  the  benefit  of  one  Kctdou  t 
correspondent  radnction  shoold  be  made  in  tu 
other,  for  Uie  benefit  oi  another  sedJon.  llie 
was  bnteven-handedjostioe,  andhewu«ilbi| 
to  refer  both  propositions  to  the  OomnittHii 
Ways  and  Ueans  together. 

He  was  (he  aaid)  npon  principle  cwcsed  to 
the  whole  system  of  tbe  protecting  polier  <^ 
the  tariff;  bnt,  as  he  bad  sud  in  um  oiMtf 
his  rwoarks,  he  would  not  now  go  into  Qw  (» 
eral  dlscosnon  of  the  qneatiuL  He  bid  mV 
mitted  this  single  proportion  at  tluatmie,!*- 
canse  it  rested,  as  he  had  endeavored  1o  dm, 

ri  the  same  prindple  with  that  oSered  tj 
gentleman  fWmi  Haine ;  and  becsnae,  tf  u* 
friends  of  tbe  sy*t«m  would  not  now  modioli 
generally  npon  the  principle  of  mntiui  comh- 
sion  and  oompromise,  between  coiiflictiu  iV' 
tereata  of  different  sections,  Ih^  wonlc^  k 
tmsted,  agree  to  alleviate  the  oppreariTO  ovn 
tions  of  some  of  its  detuls.    He  implomtM 


tated  state  of  the  country  npon  this  Hiijerti  u 
glTe  a  listening  ear  to  the  )ong-neglec»d  «■>- 
plaints  of  the  suffering  Soath,  and  Jleviit*  ttaj 
bnrdens.  He  appealed  to  Uieo  to  know  il* 
was  not  for  the  permanent  intoest  rf  »n  » 
tions  to  modify  the  system  and  quiet  the  pp 
lio  mind.  By  adopting  the  single  pnp»*" 
he  had  offered,  they  would,  he  knew,  go» 
one  step  towards  effecting  so  desirabls  so  tV^ 
but  it  would  be  some  manlfestaUoa  of  *^^ 
sition,  on  the  part  of  the  m^oritj  in  4isC» 
gress,  to  affcrd  at  least  some  allemtion. 

Mr.  MALLiBT  said  be  was  fully  ft"«*j* 
whenever  the  tariff,  in  any  ahape,  cime  (^ 
the  Hoose,  mnchexdtement  prevuled.  "^ 
ever  might  be  tbe  tendency  of  the  snl^  "* 
to  produce  this  effect,  he  was  detarmaw'T 
no  eidtement  should  be  justly  chafpe™* 
any  observations  or  remarks  he  ™'8'^j?'j 
quired  to  make.  AstothereeolntioaiiitnW|' 
by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  IWi^ ffi 
Akcbbsoh,)  Ur.  M.  said  he  would  n^*'^ 
remark.  It  requires  the  Committee  of  WV)!** 
Means  to  bring  in  a  Ull  to  allow  ****^*? 
spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  when  e^H™? 
It  is  wellknownthatthis  subject  was  duciB* 
considered,  and  dedded  in  18S8.  C"«?*"j 
termined  that  no  drawback  shonld  be  ello"*  I 
It  is  also  well  known  that  he  wasoppoasdwaa  i 
dedsion  at  the  timet     He  beUeved  tw  » 
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aSbotsiTonld  be  i^JorioiiB  to  »ome  interests,  and 
Iwnafidal  to  none.  But  the  Hoose,  after  the 
fnlleHt  oontrideration,  in  ita  wisdom  detennined 
otberwiw.  A  mt^oritr  decided  that  eonnd 
policj',  the  prevention  of  frsndB  on  the  revenne, 
the  pnimotioa  of  the  Bgricnltural  interest,  re- 


ia  now  offered  fbr  a  repeal,  that  was  not  tailj 
urged  tniuat  the  passage.  It  was  as  well  un- 
derstood then  as  now.  No  changes  have  taken 
plam  whioh  were  not  tdHj  anticupated.  Unlem 
8  general  understanding  prevailed  to  make  the 
dunge  without  inrolTtiw  anj  other  prorision 
of  the  tariff,  he  was  in  &Tor  of  no  alteration. 
If  a  general  diapodtion  ^d  exist  to  make  the  pro- 
posed iduuig«s  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  wonid  probably  have  his  snpport. 
Bnt  (s^d  Ur.  H.)  what  is  the  oonseqaenoe! 
What  immediately'  follows!  The  proportion 
of  the  gentieman  from  Temiessee,  (jfr.  Polk.) 
Mr.  U.  sud  he  had  been  in  favor  of  the  dntr  on 
cotton  bagging.  He  had  sapported  that  datj' 
for  the  porpose  of  affording  aio  to  an  important 
dcmeatio  mannfactnre.  The  reasons  for  im- 
posing thtt  duty  oertainlT  enstain  it  at  the  pres- 
ent tmie.  There  is  no  tuiange  in  the  neoeesit; 
or  policy.  In  establishing  a  general  tariff,  it 
ooold  not  have  been  reasonably  expected  that 
every  branch  of  indnstry  would  derive  all  the 
aid  that  was  anticipated.  The  manofactorerB 
of  the  coarsest  kind  of  wool  complain.  No 
donbt  aome  had  been  iqjnred.  He  had  been 
Digged  to  attempt  to  obtain  some  change  in  the 
dnty  on  that  raw  material  At  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  that  tariff^  he  was  opposed  to  that 
ant;  on  snoh  wool  as  was  not  produced  in  the 
United  States.  A  m^ority  of  Congress  oon- 
ddered  that  the  dnty  onght  to  be  imposed.  It 
iras  done.  He  would  let  it  remain.  Many 
rere  opposed  to  the  dollar  minimom.  The 
ifibots  were  pointed  oot.  It  was  fUly  examined 
utd  adopted.  He  was  unwilling  to  distorb  it 
llauy  were  opposed  to  the  additional  dnty  on 
nolaasesL  A  m^ority  decided  oUierwise.  He 
raa  opposed  to  a  change.  The  whole  tariff 
ystem  la,  and  most  be,  founded  on  a  liberal 
ompromise  among  the  nomberiess  interests  of 
hia  extended  coontry.  In  pssging  the  tariff  of 
838,  they  were  all  consulted.  It  was  paseed 
n  that  gronnd.  Withont  a  jost  and  liberal  com- 
romisa,  iiolaw,involTingaTarietyof  thegreat 
iteresta  of  the  ooontry,  oonld  ever  be'  adopted. 
[e  httd  no  donbt  the  tariff  of  1828  had  oper- 
ted  in  general  most  beneficially.  Butitsbene- 
ts  will  be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  wholly 
Bstroyed,  by  perpetual  agitation.  Oontinn^ 
ttempts  to  lUiange  its  details,  before  its  effects 
re  ftiJly  developed,  will  do  a  thousand  times 
tore  injary  than  all  the  beoafite  antioipated 
om  any  proposed  alteration.  It  was  due  to  all 
lioee  interests  were  dependent  on  the  policy 
f  their  OoTcmment,  to  be  allowed  some  little 
ipoB»— not  to  be  oontinoally  alarmed  for  their 
zetj.  He  oonld  not  consent  to  the  proposed 
teratioiu. 


Hr.  Mabtut,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  etiii,  this 
proposition  to  allow  a  drawback  on  cotton 
oagpng,  had  come  on  very  unexpectedly.  It 
was  one  he  would  not  have  made,  and  he  did 
not  believe  it  would  have  been  proposed  by  any 
of  his  colleagaes.  It  is  a  small,  a  very  small 
bonness,  (said  he,)  compared  with  the  grest 
drama  in  which  they  wished  to  take  a  psrL  Bnt, 
OS  it  had  been  made,  he  should  offer  no  apology 
for  intruding  himself  on  the  House.  It  wonld 
be  expected,  he  presnmed,  that  he  should  say 
Bometbing;  but,  independently  of  that  ai^ecta- 
tion,  he  obeyed  the  suggestions  of  feelings  and 
dnty,  in  the  course  he  was  about  to  pursue.  It 
must  be  admitted  (he  Bud)  that  the  gentleman 
who  had  offered  tlus  amendment,  occupiee  neu- 
tral gronnd ;  he  stands  between  the  manufao- 
turers  and  those  they  woidd  make  the  oonsmn- 
ers  of  their  basing.  He  cannot  be  looked 
on  in  any  other  light  than  as  one  wholly  dirin- 
t«restad ;  and  so  &r  as  his  object  be  to  relieve 
the  South  of  the  least  of  its  oppressions,  it  was, 
and  shonld  be,  properly  appreciated. 

Of  all  the  duties  Imposed  by  yoar  tariff,  rir, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  that  on  banting  is  the  most  ini- 
quitons  and  untenable.  Tne  fkcts  bear  me  oat 
in  this  assertion ;  they  are  incontrovertible.  I 
repeat  now  what  I  saidin  1826,  when  the  tariff 
was  under  discussion.  I  told  gentlemen  they 
might  impose  the  additional  duty  on  bagging, 
bnt  they  could  oot  justify  it  on  their  own  prin- 
ciples or  pretences.  They  did  not  attempt  to 
answer  the  ara^tmeots  ur^  against  the  increase 
of  duty,  yet  they  passed  it,  for  the  same  reason 
they  would  have  passed  any  other  amendment, 
the  operation  of  which  would  have  been  (he 
advancement  of  certain  portions  of  this  Union, 
at  the  expense  of  other  parts  of  it.  Yes,  rir, 
there  was  something  due  to  the  West  for  ita 
loyalty  to  tliia  idol,  nicknamed  the  "  American 
system;  "  and  those  who  were  disposed  to  re- 
ward idolatry,  bestowed  their  blessing,  in  the 
form  of  an  increased  duty  on  bag^n^.  Or  it 
may  be  that  some  were  disposed  to  punish  those 
who  consume  the  bagging,  on  aooonnt  of  oertun 
very  obnoxious  votes  ^ven  cm  other  parts  of 
the  tariff  bill.  Of  such,  we  ask  nothing ;  and 
to  such,  we  have  no  oonceesions  to  make.  The 
course  we  pursued  on  that  subject,  has  hew 
admitted  to  be  legitimate  in  legi^ation ;  I  wiU 
not  say  since  ita  commenoement,  but  certainly 
since  our  aoqnaintance  with  it  How  &r  th^ 
supposed  conrse  (he  would  not  charge  it  on 
them,  he  might  do  them  ii^ustice)  can  M  ras- 
tained  by  pnnoiple,  he  would  not  now  stop  to 
inquire.. 

It  is  charged  agtunst  the  Bouth  (continuftd 
Mr.  U.)  that  we  are  too  eaMly  excited.  Have 
tbey  not  suffident  cause  to  be  excited!  Do 
not  their  first  and  last  dollar  find  their  way  to 
Northern  pockets,  without  even  touching  at 
your  Treasury!  And  what  producea  thia  state 
of  thinos  but  the  great  scheme  of  depredation, 
of  which  this  subject  forms  but  a  small  partt 
It  would  be  ont  of  order,  ur,  to  go  into  a  dis- 
ouaaion  of  the  whole  tanff ;  if  it  wera  sot^  ha 
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H.  o*  B,]  Tla  : 

oonld  tell  gentlemea  why  they  were  existed  br 
reciting  the  miadeadB  of  thi«  Honse.  He  hoped, 
however,  an  opportmiitj  wonld  oeoor,  when 
be  oonld  not  be  reetrained  in  the  diMlia^  of  ft 
dotj  he  held  sacred. 

What  oMms  has  the  mann&ctnrer  of  bagging 
to  the  protection  of  Qovernmentt  What  are 
their  nnmbera,  the  amoont  of  capital  invested, 
or  tiie  prodnot  of  their  faotoriea,  no  one  will  pre- 
tend to  ateerL  It  ia  carried  on  to  a  veir  mod- 
«rate  extent  in  Eentnckj' ;  it  is  still  more  limited 
in  New'Jersej ;  he  knew  of  no  other  eataUiah- 
ments,  tiiongh  possibl7  Uiere  may  be  some  on 
a  snail  soale  in  Ohio  or  TeimeBgee.  Bo  little 
olaim  has  the  manafaotnrer  of  tiiia  article  on 
the  protection  of  the  Government,  that  it  can- 
not be  justified  even  on  the  dootrines  of  tlie 
most  absDrd,  prepoeterona,  and  extravagant  ad- 
Tooatea  of  the  tuiSL  A  new  scheme  most  be 
organized,  and  new  theories  mnat  be  mann&o- 
tored,  to  give  protection  to  this  articte  the  color 
or  semblance  of  planaibilitj. 

It  is  important  to  the  interest  and  protperitf 
of  Uie  nation,  sajr  gentlemen,  that  her  ai^pliea 
diooldbedravrnfromberowniesonreea.  And 
pr^,  ur,  (aaked  Mr.  H.,)  what  has  the  nation, 
as  a  notdon  or  a  Govemment,  to  do  with  the 
growth  of  cotton,  or  the  msnnfaotnre  of  bag- 
ging I  A  amall  portion  of  yonr  Sonihem  At- 
lantic States  only  grow  cotton,  and  no  others 
oan  grow  it.  They  have  not  asked  your  protec- 
tion or  jonr  ud  in  any  shape :  thej  deprecate 
jonr  interference  with  their  ooncems  as  an  ofB- 
oiooa  intermeddling,  and  an  nncoostitaliaaal 
Bxenuse  of  anthoiitj  given  yon  for  other  pur- 
poses. If  they  are  content  to  reoMve  foreign 
DBgging  as  they  have  done,  and  pay  for  it  with 
their  own  money,  not  with  ftmda  anbtracted 
from  the  Kiddie  or  Korthem  SUtes,  by  what 
authority  do  others  interpose,  or  for  what  por- 
poees  ?  Kot  for  national  purposes,  for  it  is  not 
a  national  afbir — not  for  oor  benefit,  for  yon 
do  OS  positive  injnstice  and  iijnry.  I  was 
wrong,  rir,  when  I  said  the  cotton  business  was 
not  a  national  afi^.  Ithasbeenmadeaoof  liUie 
by  thepemicions  le^laUon  of  this  House.  It  is 
the  first  and  ^eatest  resource  of  the  Govem- 
ment in  paymg  its  debts,  and  supporting  its 
dvil  list,  and  sustaining  all  its  inBtitutions.  Yet 
the  great  and  leading  object  of  geutiemen  in  this 
Honse  is  so  to  embarrass  its  culture,  and  oh- 
struQt  its  transportation  to  a  foreign  market,  as 
to  compel  us  to  sofibr  it  to  be  mannfactured  at 
home;  and  this  is  what  they  call  a  "home 
market."  Yes,  sir,  by  paralyzing  the  industry 
of  the  South,  and  obliterating  its  capital  the 
market  of  the  United  States,  any  part  of  which 
is  glutted  by  a  single  ship's  cargo,  and  which 
ooDsumes  at  most  not  more  Uian  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  bags  per  annnm,  is  to  be 
converted  into  a  market  for  the  whole  product 
of  the  United  States,  which  now  aversgea  seven 
hundred  thousand  Wgsl  And  do  geutiemen 
really  expect  ns  to  submit  to  snch  a  state  of 
things,  without  being  "  excitedl "  If  tliey  do, 
tliey  know  less  of  us  than  we  had  supposed. 


you  it  follows  as  a  oonaeqsaDoe,  dut 
the  interest  of  a  few,  or  of  one  paiwoiar  ■«■ 
tjou,  must  yield  to  tliat  policy  wWh  powM 
the  general  Kood.  He  demied  the  q^licslin 
of  any  such  doctrine  in  a  Gov^niiUDt  Gksont^ 
exoept  it  be  on  those  sntgeets  upon  vludi  b 
power  to  legislate  baa  been  conferred  oa  On- 
gress.  But,  wiHiont  disoiusinff  that  qveriiii 
now,  it  was  easy  to  show  tiie  absordit;'  dvt- 
tending  to  ^iply  anoh  a  role  to  the  impcatUd 
on  bagging.  Ko,  sir,  it  is  the  convK«  of  tU 
proposition  which  was  enforced  whenthia  ditf 
was  laid.  Kentucky  alone  maniifactDiw-4r 
the  rest  are  not  snffidentty  eiteornvB  to  lit 
mentioned — while  there  ue  no  less  thin  o^ 
States  who  oonsume,  not  her  nuvo&ctnna,  M 
the  European  fabric,  if  they  can  be  allinrtdtg 
do  so;  and  to  four  <^  those  States,  it  isifitt 
known  to  ^  that  the  article  from  £(ciCDdj 
cannot  find  its  way.  It  oan  neither  bfir  tni» 
portation  over  the  mountaina,  or  down  tlw  lb- 
^adppi,  and  thenoe,  throng  the  Qnlfoflbiiitt 
and  around  the  coast  ctf  Florida,  to  the  SmUiai 
Atlantic  States,  ataprioewhichwillwtUetlK 
holder  to  bring  it  into  competition  with  ftmigl 
bagging.  N'o  one,  however  extraviguU  in  xf- 
port  of  the  tariff;  or  any  branoh  of  it,  irill  taj 
theae  facts.  One  who  has  not  devoted  bow 
attention  to  the  subject,  could  scarcely  b^m 
that  such  a  state  of  things  existed  in  ibj^ 
of  this  country.  But  the  worst  haa  H-dpi 
been  told.  The  gentleman  from  Eentockj,  (Kr. 
OtiKK,)  on  whose  propoettion  this  doij  "• 
increased  in  1838,  was  Mnudfexumiedbtfin 
the  Committee  on  UanufiutDres;  and  biB 
his  evidence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fsotoriai^ 
Kentucky  already  made  better  hag^iiglbu* 
imported,  and  that  unless  the  cn^  d  wopbi 
shoriL  which  oompela  the  manu&ctnrer  to  gi<* 
a  high  price  for  theraw  material,  they  undmt 
the  foreign  fabric  out  of  the  New  Orieua 
market,  or  at  least  they  can  procure  t  IM» 
price  than  is  pud  for  foreign  bsggisg-  B''^ 
then,  fkots  are  at  war  with  theory,  ana  pii^^ 
pie  abandoned  in  practice.  Who,  rir,  Uiif 
ever  heard  or  read  three  distiuet  sentwM 
written  or  spoken  by  a  manofscturw,  or »  «- 
vooate  of  the  tarifi;  will  not  recollect  tliat  (^ 
tiiose  sentenoes  conSsted  of  a  deoliratiiffl  W 
if  you  would  protect  their  factories  mililttaf 
passed  from  infancy  to  maturity,  and  (iMb> 
poBsessiou  of  the  market,  they  would  ut  u  *> 
longer  I  Then  it  was  a  millenniimurM  to  M 
pranced  in  the  commercial,  manufsctnnDi,  n^ 
agricultural  world.  Yet,  with  the  cqnttl,  ■" 
all  other  fitcUitdes  to  make  a  better  b^^M^ 
in  tlie  possessionof  the  market,  to  the  ewH> 
of  forwgn  bagpng,  the  faoteries  of  Kentow 
were  to  be  protected— I  will  not  say  it  «•  ■ 
proteoljon,  but  they  were  to  have  a  bonnlj;  n 
18  nothing  less  than  a  bounty,  let  othOTM^ 
by  what  name  they  may.  With  tie  pe**"'? 
of  the  New  Orleans  mai^  and  iihaSij  ""''' 
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to  reeoh  the  Atlanljo  marketa,  who  con  be  so 
rash  M  to  attempt  a  jnstificaUon  of  this  dnty  t 
But  the  manofaotnrers  of  Kentucky  are  Boarce- 
ly  blamable.  It  waa  a  -day  appropriated  to  the 
Satribation  of  Boothem  capital  and  Southern 
hiyyt.  hj  a  roeciea  of  ledaktive  lottery,  and 
ijiey  nad,  perhaps,  some  omm  to  a  share  in  the 
aaheme,  ea  an  eqaiTalent  for  the  serrice  the; 
had  rendered.  How  far  the  people  of  Kentucky 
have  been  benefited  by  the  drawiug  of  this  lot- 
tery, is  ft  question  upon  which  they  have  not 
been  very  cominuiiicative. 

Tricing,  ur,  as  this  duty  may  appear,  it  is  one 
of  tlie  bigheat  among  your  imposts.  The  duty 
la  Stb  ceuta  on  the  sqaare  yard,  bnt  the  widtb 
of  bagging  makes  it  about  six  cents  the  rnnning 
yard.  Tlus,  as  an  ad  valorem  dnty,  will  rary 
from  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent.  The  revenae  col- 
lected by  the  Qoveniment  in  South  Carolina, 
on  thia  duty  alone,  ia  more  than  all  the  taiea 
pidd  for  the  State  Government,  if  yon  exclude 
that  collected  on  a  particular  apeciea  of  proper- 
^;  and  it  ia  nearly  one-fonrta  of  all  collected 
from  every  aonrce  of  taxation  for  State  pnr- 
posea.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  extortion 
pTBctdsed  t  For  the  protection  of  the  manu&c- 
tcrer  of  Kentucky t  Ko,  air;  I  have  shown 
be  is  not  benefited  by  It.  Is  it  to  pay  your  pnb- 
lio  debt?  No,  air;  the  deaign  moat  prevalent 
ia  to  divert  the  funds  of  the  Qovemmmkt  firom 
that  purpose.  Is  it  levied  for  the  support  of 
your  Glovemment  aad  its  institutiona  ?  No  one 
will  pretend  that  auoh  is  the  object.  With 
what  view,  then,  in  the  name  of  Justice,  waa  it 
originally  imposed,  or  is  it  now  continued  I  It 
was  first  nseo,  sir,  as  a  punishment  for  the  per- 
tioaoions  reuatauoe  of  the  South,  and  is  now 
continued  as  a  fit  aooroe  from  which  to  oon- 
strnct  roads  and  canals.  I  have  said  this  mnch 
In  relation  to  the  impoeition  of  tbis  duty  and  its 
operation.  I  will  now  apeak  of  tiie  amend- 
ment, propomng  to  allow  tiie  drawback  on  bag- 
ging  reexported,  whether  in  bolts  or  around 
le  cotton.  What  do  we  understand  by  a  draw- 
back ?  It  is  paying  to  the  shipper,  b^  the  Gov- 
ernment, whenever  he  exports  a  foreign  article 
the  aame  or  a  leaser  dnty  than  iJiat  received 
when  the  article  waa  imported  into  the  dTKmtry, 
It  baa  for  its  Joatiflcation  satisfactory  reasons ; 
it  is  sot  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  re- 
tain the  dnty  on  an  article  whioh  is  neither 
taad  nor  consumed ;  and  the  repayment  of  the 
in^  ia  often  an  indncement  to  re-ahip  tlie  arti- 
ele,  t^ina  giving  employment  and  activity  to 
j^itaL  and  aiding  in  the  navigation  and  com- 
neroiai  operationa  of  the  country.  Another 
lad  important  feature  in  thia  policy  ia,  that 
rhen  an  artide  is  imported,  and  manufactured 
}r  converted  into  a  ufierent  fabric,  and  re-ex- 
>orted,  by  paying  back  the  duty,  encooragement 
laa  been  horded  to  the  carrier,  the  capitalist, 
Lod  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country.  These, 
take  it,  arethegroondaof  the  policy.  Where 
he  material  ia  exported  in  its  ori^nal  state, 
here  are  few  or  no  facilities  for  committing 
randa :  nor  are  these  to  be  apprehended,  wito 


the  guards  adopted,  even  where  the  article  has 
oha^^  its  character.  Salt  pays  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  every  fifty-eix  ponnda ;  yet,  on 
the  exportation  of  fish  packed  in  foreign  salt, 
the  duty  on  salt  is  repud  to  the  exporter  of  the 
flsh.  Bagging  ia  imported,  and  pays  a  apeoiflo 
duty.  It  is  naed  for  packing  cotton,  and  imme- 
diately re-exported.  Ia  not  the  analogy  ao 
atriking  as  to  be  irresistible?  If  t^ere  be  any 
diatinction,  ia  it  not  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
drawback  on  ba^sg  1  Both  are  imported,  and 
the   dutiea   paid.      One  ia  used  in   oonsmn- 


bor  of  the  f^oultnrist.  Both  are  neoeaaary  to 
the  objects  in  view,  and  both  seek  a  foreign 
market. 

Thus  far  the  cltums  of  the  two  articles  to  a 
drawback  are  equal,  unless,  indeed,  the  agricnl- 
tnriat,  the  husbandman,  who  gives  life  and  vigor 
to  all  our  pursuits,  be  less  entitied  to  the  &vor 
and  proteotion  of  the  Government  than  the 
fisherman,  whose  claims,  by  the  by,  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  undervalue.  But  here  the  claim 
to  a  drawback  on  the  ba^^ng  rises  superior, 
becanae,  by  reason  of  its  identity,  it  aSbrda 
fewer  facilities  for  the  commission  of  frauds  on 
the  revenue.  It  ia  imported  in  bolC^  and  nnder- 
goea  no  change,  except  that  of  being  cnt  into 
pieces  of  four  or  five  yards,  and  made  into  bags 
for  the  reception  of  the  cotton.  Yon  have 
scarcely  an  appriuser  in  a  custom-house  of  the 
Government,  who  could  not  be  able,  after  the 
first  comparison,  to  dislinguiah  between  tiie 
domeatio  and  foreign  bagging.  Bnt  as  to  the 
use  of  for^gn  salt,  tnat  mnat  depend  on  extrinaic 
evidence — on  affidavita.  Now,  without  intend- 
ing Qm  least  imputation  on  thoee  who  receive 
that  drawback,  I  cannot  but  say  that  the  temp- 
tation and  the  facilities  to  commit  frauds  on  the 
Government  are  greater,  and  more  numerous, 
than  would  exist  m  regard  to  bagging.  I  ap* 
peal  to  the  oh^rman  of  the  Committee  on  Mann- 
facturea,  (Mr.  MiUJiBY,)  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  to  name,  if  he  can,  a  single  article,  in  the 
whole  raoge  of  oar  commerce,  which  nndergoes 
any  change,  with  which  it  would  be  so  difficult 
to  practise  a  fraud  in  claiming  a  drawback  on 
its  exportation,  as  with  bagging.  Let  him  name 
it,  if  there  be  one  in  his  knowledge.  But  says 
that  gentleman,  the  tariff  was  a  compromise  I 
Truly  it  waa  a  compromise.  But  between 
whom  was  this  arrangement  effected?  The 
Southern  States,  whose  capital  and  labor  the 
parties  to  it  were  dividing,  and  whose  enter- 
prise and  industry  tbe  same  parties  were  appro- 
priating to  their  own  use,  had  uo  voice  in  the 
compact.  Like  other  parties  acting  in  concert 
but  to  whom  it  would  be  out  of  order  that  I 
should  compare  them,  they  found  it  dtfficalt  to 
divide  the  spoils  on  reciprocal  terms — spoils  not 
won  by  valor ;  not  the  thilts  of  victory  achiev- 
ed in  honorable  warfare.  Compromise  was 
neoesaartly  resorted  to :  the  principles  of  justice, 
equality,  or  reciprocity — none  of  them  ware 
^pllcable  to  raoh  a  state  c^  thin(^ 
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This  effect  of  this  propoeition  most  be  con- 
eiderod  in  all  its  bearingH,  ire  are  UAA  b;  the 
same  gentleman,  (ICr.  Muxabt.)  Wiij,  nr, 
tlie  duty  on  cotton  bagging  has  no  bearing,  ex- 
cept on  the  Bonthem  States,  and  tbey  want  no 
time  to  regulate  tbe  efibets  of  its  Mpeal.  I 
hope  that  I  have  abown  that  Kentuoky  did  not 
reqaire  iL  But  I  will  not  affect  to  misunder' 
stand  tbe  gentleman.  Eia  aUoBions  are  to  tbe 
effect  whiob  tbe  repeal  of  the  most  trifling  dntj 
maj  have  on  the  great  "  American  sjslAm  " — a 
syMem,  the  operation  of  wbicb,  it  wss  promised, 
would  have  more  beneficial  effecta  than  h«76 
erer  been  anticipated  from  the  discovery  of 
Uie  philosopher's  stone — one  wbioh  was  to 
make  the  poor  rich  bj  ^ving  constant  emploj- 
ment  and  nigb  wages — the  &rmer  was  to  sink 
nnder  his  own  wealth,  ariwng  from  the  home 
market  and  extravagant  price  of  grain,  wool, 
Ac. ;  and  by  an  aoonmnlation  in  tbe  price  of  all 
theee,  oonstitnting  two-thirds  of  tbe  investments 
in  mannfactories,  all  mannfactarad  goods  were 
to  be  rendered  cheaper.  Well,  sir,  the  tariff  bill 
ed ;  and  how  hare  all  these  anticipations 
1  realized?  The  operatives,  the  laborers 
of  employment,  or  sofTering  by  the  low 
wages,  and  the  farmer's  gnun  rotting  in  bis  bam, 
or  sold  at  a  sacrifice.  A  portion  of  tbe  goods 
cheaper,  it  is  true,  bnt  of  do  sort  of  importance 
in  estimating  the  benefits  or  ii^nry  resnlttng 
from  tbe  Bjatem.  It  was  from  the  be^^nning  a 
Bobeme  of  cheating ;  and  those  who  innocently 
participated  are  now  sensible  of  the  ddnsion, 
bnt  they  will  not  acknowledge  it.  An  abandon- 
ment of  principles,  when  once  adopted  and  in- 
sisted on  so  extravagantly,  however  erroneous 
they  may  be  discovered  to  be,  is  a  severe  trial 
— one  which  few  are  willing  to  encounter. 
Ba^  whenever  tmth,  reason,  and  Jnstice  shall 
Bgam  acquire  an  ascendency  on  this  aobject, 
(tne  time  may  be  distant — I  fear  it  is,)  the  fal- 
lacy of  these  pemioions  projects  will  be  ad- 
mitted^ and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  been 
carried  will  be  attributed  to  infatnation, 

Knoh  has  been  said  (continned  Mr.  M.)  as  t« 
the   excitement   tbe  tariff   '  ■        .   ■ 


this  Honse,  on  wiy  score.  If  we  were,  1  wonld 
not  shrink  from  a  contest  In  support  of  any 
thing  and  every  thing  the  people  m  their  col- 
lective ohu-aoter  have  said  on  this  subiect,  on 
any  occasion.  There  are  some  acta  of  Govern- 
ment, whiob,  so  far  from  being  justifiable,  are 
not  even  excnsable.  Of  this  charact«r  is  yonr 
tariff;  and  if  it  does  produce  excitement,  let 
those  who  have  prodnoed  it  profit  by  what  they 
admit  is  known  to  them.  If,  instead  of  this, 
they  will  porsne  this  principle,  on  their  heads, 
not  onrs,  be  the  consequences, 

UoNDAT,  JIhrch  16. 

PuiUe  land*. 

The  Hoose  then  reenmed  tbe  oonsideration 

of  the  bill  from  the  Benate  "for  the  relicuT  of 


purchasers  of  pnbUc  lands,"  together  iritk  Ai 
amendments  reported  to  the  eame  from  lU 
Committee  on  PnbUo  Lands.  Tbe  qsNtia 
being  on  the  amarwlmnnt  offered  by  Mr.  Yn- 
■COS,  he  made  some  remarks  in  aipuottiHLol 
it ;  and  in  condnnon  he  observed,  vuX  in  wds 
to  ascertain  the  sentimenta  of  the  Honw  in  n- 
lation  to  the  amendment,  he  would  Titbdnr 
the  two  last  sections  of  it,  which  contimed  tb 
penal  enactments.  If  the  two  first  SMtuM 
were  r^ected,  be  sdd,  he  would  rraew  He  m- 
tion  to  amend  the  bUl  by  aMng  the  third  ni 
fourth  aectiona. 

Mr.  Olat  Biud  he  wonld  vote  ^uut  tU 
amendment.  He  expressed  his  hearty  wboid- 
rence  in  the  two  last  sections  of  it. 

Mr.  Ibvih  sud  he  wonld  vote  in  ftvor  of  tta 
bill  as  reported  from  the  committee.  Bi 
hoped  the  smendment  of  his  eollttgiit  (Mi; 
VtHTOH)  wonld  not  prevuL 

The  question  on  the  amendment  to  ftt 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  negatirti 

Mr.  VniTON  then  renewed  his  motion  to  lU 
the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  amendnitf 
he  proposed. 

Mr.  Out  expressed  himself  as  bnnUi  to 
tbe  objects  of  this  amendment 

}Lr.  VioKLOTK,  Mr.  Igaces,  ICr.  Liwi^  nt 
Mr.  Batlob,  severally  spoke  in  oj^xntiai  ti 
the  unendmenL 

Mr.  MoCoT,  Mr.  Bdxoks,  and  Mr.  Vin« 
snpporiod  it, 

'nie  blanks  in  that  part  of  the  amodm* 
offered  by  Mr.  Vniroif,  which  ^leoifcs  th 
term  of  imprisonment  and  the  unomt  d  pes- 
alty,  were  filled  up  ■  the  first  with  "W 
years,"  the  latt«r  wiui  "  one  thousand  idSttt 

The  question  waa  then  put  on  sgreang JJ 
the  two  sections  offered  by  Mr.  VniroJi,  ■> 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  DoDDBiDoi  moved  to  strike  out  fl* 
words  "  first  August,"  and  to  insert  in  Bm 
thereof  "  fonrth  of  July,"  in  the  first  seotioii « 
the  bill ;  which  wss  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Vktox  moved  to  amend  the  seoond  W- 
tion,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "posaM* 
of;"  in  tbe  tigbth  line,  the  foUowiug  wA- 
"  And  actually  onltivated  and  improved  b}  ' 

This  amendment  was  decided  in  tbe  np- 
tive. 

The  amendments  were  Uien  oidered  l«  W 
engrossed,  and  with  thebiUto  be  readsw'' 


1  the  amendments  made  in  the  Honae.] 

TsussnAT,  Mardt  18. 

Selrenehmtnl. 

Mi.  MaDcraiE  moved  the  followhig  mtl^ 

ion: 

"  Saelvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Bstrcaeh*^ 

lu  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  providiog  ttal  ■•• 

'<--  first  sesiiMi  «f  Ooagnn  ifaaU  c«n(^* 
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a  longer  period  than  one  hiuidred  u>d  tweat;  daja, 
the  paj  of  the  memben  Bhall  be  rednoed  to  tiro  dol- 
lar! per  da;  faan  and  after  the  termlDatfon  of  ths 
Mid  one  himdred  and  tirentT  daji ;  and  that  i ' 

eirer  the  tecoad  leBnon  of  Congren  ihall  oon 

fat  a  longer  period  than  ninety  dajii,  the  pa;  <^  the 
memben  shall  be  rednced  to  two  dotlan  per  day 
fton  and  after  the  termination  of  uid  ninety  days. 

After  moving  the  retolntioo,  ISi.  HoDiitfib 
proposed  to  inodif;  it  so  as  to  make  it  an  in- 
qtuij  into  the  expediency,  &o. 

Uj.  Wioeuffk  adverted  to  a  btU  under  the 
OODsideration  of  the  Oommittee  on  Eetreno] 
ment  in  relation  to  this  Bubjeet,  on  which 
difibrence  of  opinion  had  existed,  which  pr 
rented  it  from  being  reported.    He,  tbererore^ 
wished  that  the  gentleniBn  wonld  not  m(  '"' 
theresolntjon^bnt  that  he  would  leave  it  ii  ._.. 
nh^M  of  an  mstmction,  so  that  the  sense  of 
the  House  misbt  be  distinotly  asoertained  on 
fhe  Bilhject.    He  stated  tliat  no  retrenchment 
more  efficient  in  its  character  conld  be  intro- 
dnced  than  that  proposed  by  the  reaolnUon. 

Ur.  UoDmrnt  tbanked  the  gentleman 
the  information  he  had  ^ven  Tilm,  witlidi . 
bis  proposition  to  modify,  and  moved  that  the 
consideration  of  the  resolntion  be  postponed 
till  Monday.    Agreed  to. 

Enobaimary  PentioMn. 

The  Honse  then  took  up  the  rwiort  of  the 
eommittee  on  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  aot  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  during  the  revotatjonary  war, 
irbioh  was  retried  with  amendments. 

[The  following  is  the  bill  as  it  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse ;] 

"  That  in  all  cases,  in  which  application  has  been 
or  than  be  made  to  the  SecieUry  of  War,  by  any 
nenon,  to  be  placed  on  the  penBioo  list  of  the 
United  States,  nnder  '  the  sevenit  acts  to  provide 
Ibr  certain  persona  eng^ed  In  the  land  and  naval 
■errioe  cf  (he  United  Sates  in  the  reTolntioaar; 
war,'  and  the  granting  of  socb  sppUcadon  shall  de- 
pend npon  '  the  circomBtancea  and  condition  in 
fife,'  as  is  provided  In  and  by  the  same  acts,  of  him 
who  so  applies,  the  applicant  sbill  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  enable  to  snpport  himself  iritbout  the 
•asistanoe  of  his  country,  if  the  whole  amount  of  bis 
property,  eiclualTe  of  the  house,  building,  and  cur- 
tilage, by  Mm  occupied  and  improved  hia  tousehold 
(hrmtoTe,  wearing  apparel,  the  tooli  of  his  trade,  and 
brming  utensils,  sh^  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollara,  all  debts  &om  him  justly  due  and 
owjag  being  therefrom  fint  deducted.  And  no  ap- 
plicant for  a  penrion  under  the  proTlrioDS  of  tMs 
act,  cr  of  those  acta  of  which  It  is  declaratory,  shall 
be  required  to  show  what  fail  dreumstancet  and 
eondlticn  In  life  were,  or  what  property  he  was  pos- 
■e«ed  of;  at  any  time  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 

Mt. 

"  Ssc  S.  And  be  Ufurilur  OMdtd,  That,  when- 
aver  the  granting  of  sud  appUoatlon  shall  depend 

ri  the  term  of  service,  ••  is  provided  in  and  by 
Stit  section  of  the  fliat  set  of  the  several  acta 
a&resaid,  suoh  applicant  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  have  served  '  for  the  term  of  nine  months,  or 
longer,'  as  the  case  may  be,  within  the  meai^g 


and  intent  of  the  s«dd  last-mentioned  act ;  If  his 
continaous  service  in  the  war  of  the  revolntion,  on 
the  continental  establishment,  wa*  i^ine  months, 
or  longer,  notwithstanding  his  enlistment  may  have 
been  Re  a  shorter  term  ^au  nine  months,  and  not- 

portion  of  his  said  term,  have  been  taken  and 
detained  in  captivity. 

■'Sko.  S.  At\d  U  it  JvrOtr  enaeted.  That  tlw 
regular  troops  of  the  several  States  of  the  United 
States,  the  enlisting  and  raising  whereof  was  recom- 
mended or  approved  by  the  old  Congress,  sbaU  be 
deemed  and  taken,  within  the  meaning  and  Intent 
of  the  acts  aforeaiaid,  to  have  been  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment ',  but  nothing  herein  conl^ned 
shall  be  BO  construed  as  to  inelode  in  said  class  of 
State  troops  the  milida  of  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Os^io,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  made  to  the  bill  in  the  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  by  striking  ont  the 
following  words :  "  The  house,  bnilding,  and 
cartilage,  by  him  oecnpied  and  improved,"  so 
that  the  bill  would  provide  for  persons  worth 
one  thonsand  dollars,  "  ezclosive  of  their  house- 
hold fiiniiture,"  &0.  Mr.  0,  arid  he  offered  the 
amendment  nnder  the  conviction  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  pension  thoee 
whose  circumstances  were  oomfortable,  and 
who  were  able  to  snpport  themselves. 

On  this  motion  a  lung  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Buboes,  Mr.  B^tib,  Mr.  Wioklifvb^ 
Mr.  Oaesos,  Mr,  HiTBBAsn,  Mr,  Oi,abk,  Mr,  P. 
P.  Babbous,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Bi^bdiosb,  Mr. 
Etsbztt,  of  Maesochnsetts,  and  Mr.  MoDcrm, 
took  part. 

Mr,  HnBBASD,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it 
was  not  his  pnrpose^,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  a 
very  fall  consideration  of  this  eabject ;  hot  he 
would  detwn  the  House  for  a  few  moment^ 
while  he  stated  the  reasons  which  wonld  in- 
duce bim  to  vote  agunst  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Ciu.10,)  and  support  the  bill  and  amendments 
adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I 
have,  said  Mr,  H.,  ever  been  opposed  to  the 
contracted  policy  of  the  present  pension  sys- 
tem :  I  have  ever  been  at  war  with  what  I 
have  supposed  to  be  the  principle  upon  which 
that  BTstem  is  founded.  The  existing  pension 
laws  have  been  based  on  individaaf  poverty 
1^  indigence,  and  not  on  aotnal  services  ren- 
dered, and  on  actual  saorifloes  made,  in  the 
cause  of  onr  oonntry,  daring  the  period  of  oor 
revolution. 
In  passing  these  laws,  tbe  Qovermnent  htr* 
me  npon  the  principle  that  tbey  were  bestow- 

Sa  gratuity,  rather  than  diachar^ng  an 
igation;  and  viewing  these  laws  in  this 
light,  I  never  oould  j^ve  them  my  entire  tf- 
probation. 
It  has  been  mr  uniform  and  firm  belirf,  that 
le  servicee  and  the  sacriSoes  of  those  who 
fought  the  battles  of  onr  oonntry  daring  onr 
revolntionary  struggle,  l^d  ft  Just  foundation 
olaim  on  the  country ;  and  that  the  pro- 

nsof  onr  pension  laws  should  beeqiullr 

extended  to  all  such,  as  a  liquidation  of  tbev 
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cMm.  It  was  the  servioe  of  the  &]thfbl  sol- 
dier tbat  entiUea  him  to  a  pennoD ;  aad,  wheth- 
er rich  or  poor,  he  waa  eqnallf  Qie  objeot  of 
hifl  oooQ try's  jnstioe. 

The  present  laws  are  of  a  moat  hiTidicnis 
character;  andtheprootioaloperationaof them 
are  most  nqjosL  There  are  those  in  mj  own 
State,  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  service 
daring  most  of  the  war,  who  ft)nght  dde  Itj 
dde  under  the  operation  of  your  penrion  laws 
one  is  taken  while  aaotlter  is  left,  one  is  poor 
wliile  the  other  is  not  rich ;  one  receives  the 
boonty  of  his  country,  and  from  tie  other  that 
bonnty  is  withheld :  and  why  is  this  differ- 
ence t  why  this  invidiona,  this  mortjf  jing  dis- 
tinction t  Merely,  rir,  beoaose  one  by  his  own 
Sradenoe  has  been  able  to  save  a  (bw  hnndred 
ollars  for  the  comfortable  sapport  of  himself 
and  his  family :  merely,  rir  beiaose  one  by  his 
own  indnstry  has  been  able  to  keep  himself 
from  the  iist  of  town  paupers :  merely,  sir,  be- 
oanse  he  has  not  been  the  object  of  public  and 
private  charity ;  while  the  other  has,  by  a 
course  of  misfortane,  or  by  a  want  of  ordinary 
prudence,  enerienced  the  embarrassments  and 
privations  of  poverty.  And  yet  it  hsa  hap- 
pened, that,  in  extending  the  bonnty  provided 
by  iJie  pension  laws  to  those  embraced  within 
the  last  description,  yon  have  made  their  sitoa- 
tion,  in  point  of  property,  far  more  desirable 
than  the  sitna^n  of  those  who  are  exeladed 
from  a  pension  by  the  practical  implication  of 
the  same  laws. 

8uch  is  the  partial,  nnjnst,  aad  {nvidlona  op- 
eration of  the  present  pulsion  system. 

I  shall  most  cheerfolly  give  my  aid  and  my 
support  to  the  bill  and  to  the  amendments 
recommended  by  the  Oommittoe  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  calculated  to  ex- 
tend the  benefits  of  the  pension  ^stem ;  and 
that,  if  they  shall  be  adopted,  the  cases  of 
many  meritorious  soldiers  will  be  embraced 
within  their  provisions.  When  a  few  more 
yean  shall  have  passed  away,  all  those  who  are 
BOW,  or  who  may,  by  the  most  liberal  pro- 
vifflons  of  your  laws,  heieaf1»r  be  placed  on 
your  pennon  list,  will  be  numbered  with  the 
oongregation  of  the  dead  ;  and  then  there  will 
exist  no  neoessity  to  mske  the  annual  appropri- 
ations for  the  Mfilment  of  the  existing  pension 
act^  which  seem  to  be  so  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  the  gentleman  from  Eentnoky,  (Ur.  Wick- 
uira.)  That  gentleman  says  he  is  opposed  to 
the  bill  and  the  amendments,  for  the  reason 
that  they  will  tend  to  swell  the  pendon  list; 
for  this  reason,  and  for  this  reason  alone,  they 
meet  with  my  entire  ^probation,  aai  shidl  re- 
ouve  my  most  hearty  supiwrt.  I  perfectly  ac- 
cord with  the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
^e  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Hr.  Oab- 
eoir.)  To  the  whole  of  that  futhftil  band  of 
patriots,  who  performed  the  requisite  term  of 
service,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  I  wonld 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  pension  laws— I 
wonld  do  that  oa  a  rnatt^  of  justice — conld  I 
have  ntj  will,  I  wonld  not  ttap  short ;  and,  at 


>  this  meritoriou  elsv  cf 


idd  in  _ 

shall  have  for  its  object  the  extending  tbe  \m- 

eflts  of  the  penMon  system ;   which  gbiD  in 

effect  place  the  greatest  ntmiber  of  onr  lendo- 

tionary  aeldiers  on  the  penmon  lirt.   It  mill 

be  bnt  aa  aot  of  Jnstioe  to  indnde  eraj  'oT 

vidnal  wl    '  *        '  "  ''' 

service, 

of  our  obligatioE 

onr  citizens. 

The  gentleman  ftom  Eentnoky  Qb.  Vkk> 
lippb)  has  further  stated,  that,  if  the  irnesd- 
ment  of  the  committee  should  be  tdoptsd  bj 
the  House,  it  wonld  of  consequence  grv^j  in- 
crease the  amoont  of  the  appropriations  for  ita 
object.  It  might  be  so ;  bnt  that  considailkB 
shonld  not  det^r  na,  if  the  meainre  is  ri^:  it 
cannot  deter  me  iVom  doing  tiiis  act,  niaAl 
deem  bnt  an  act  of  peri'ect  Jnstioe. 

The  number  of  revolationary  penuonen  fill 
short  of  twelve  thousand,  and  the  nmnbcr  li 
invalid  pensioners  falls  short  of  four  thonsuiJl 
and  whether  the  number  would  or  wonld  ut 
be  increased,  by  passing  the  bill  vitk  tbi 
amendments  now  under  oondderslion,  I  viH 
not  stop  to  inquire ;  for  I  cannot  bat  rawiB 
this  as  a  debt  due  to  this  Wthfnl  band  of  ptfn- 
ots,  founded  on  services  performed,  and  tm  w- 
riflces  made,  for  this  country  dnring  the  nr  i 
our  revolntion ;  and  it  ia  alike  dae  to  ill,  K 
matter  what  may  be  his  condition  or  lAcim- 
stances  in  life.  These  being  my  vieirB,  ui 
tmder  the  infloenoe  of  these  connderatiim  I 
cannot  fhvor  the  amendment  of  the  geallass 
from  Virpnia ;  bnt  shall  most  freely  W  or 
Eud  to  the  most  liberal  extent  and  to  the  mod 
liberal  s^plication  of  the  pensian  Evetetn,  <ii><^ 
every  faithful  soldier  of  the  revolndon  fW 
participate  in  the  Justice  of  the  conntiT ;  mi 
if  I  cannot  succeed,  at  this  time,  in  accwupBd)- 
ing  the  extent  of  my  wishe^  I  will  do  vb^ 
ever  my  hands  shall  Sad  to  do,  in  fHutbemM 
of  the  object 

The  first  pension  act  was  passed  in  IBIH, » 
it  offered  enconragement  to  the  renmsiit  a 
that  band  of  patriots  who  braved  the  Aam« 
onr  revolution,  to  ask  and  to  receive  »id  ftM 
their  common  country;  and  under  tbii  i^ 
many  did  ask,  and  many  received;  bat^' 
short  period  an  additional  act  was  ia*i 
which  suspended  the  payment  of  everj  p» 
sioner  nntU  he  should  make  and  forward  to  W 
department  a  schedule  of  bis  property,  vw 
shonld  furnish  the  evidence  that  he  was  ia  i™ 
indigent  circumstances  as  not  to  be  able  ViiBf- 
port  himself  withont  the  aid  of  pnblie  «  » 
private  charity ;  and  only  in  sncn  erant,  i^ 
cording  to  the  construction  which  had  b«i 
given  to  the  act  of  1818,  conld  he  be  rest™ 
to  the  list  Under  the  act  of  ISSO,  n)Uiy,*BJ 
many  faithfol  and  meritorious  soldien  ""• 
dropped  from  the  list  And  altboogh  MW^ 
-^ent  explanations  would  have  waimted  fl* 
-jpartment  in  reinstatinK  many  of  the  *j^ 
cants,  yet  euoh  was  also^e  consbnetioa  gtm 
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b7  aDthorit;  to  the  act  of  1890,  that  those  who 
hare  been  dropped  oonld  not  be  reinstated, 
which  snj^gested  the  absolate  necessitj  of  the 
act  of  I82S  ;  and  nnder  this  last  statnt«  enoh 
rnles  and  regnlstiona  hare  been  established  at 
the  department,  as  in  effect  to  exctade  almoat 
every  applicant  who  is  not  nombered  on  the 
list  of  town  or  country  paupers. 

Bir,  it  has  become  indispensabl;  neocBsarj 
that  some  explanaton-  law  should  be  enacted ; 
and  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  bill  with  the 
amendments,  reconunended  bj  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  will  do  more  instioe  than  has  as 
yet  been  rendered,  I  shall  gire  them  m;  sap- 
pOTt 

The  amendment  to  the  amendmant  was 
•greed  to, 

Hr.  OuLBK,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  of  the 
Chur  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  smn  of  one  thoosand  dollars,  and 
insert  sixteen  hundred  instead  of  it. 

The  BpEAKBa  said  it  would  not  be  in  order 
to  make  a  motion  in  the  Eonse  to  insert  a 
higher  snm  than  that  which  had  been  agreed  to 
in  the  committee, 

Ur.  MoDcmx  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  just  made,  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : 

"  ProMtd  aito,  that  all  qiplioanU  who  ihaU  be 
worth  len  than  two  hundrea  dollan  shall,  receive 
the  fitU  amount  of  the  peesioDS  herein  provided ; 
and  that,  for  every  handred  dollars  more  than  three 
hundred  which  anv  applicant  shall  be  worth,  six 
doUata  shall  be  dedncted  &«ni  the  anonal  amoont 
ef  the  peodon  to  whieh  snch  applicant  sluU  be 
entitled.^ 

At  tbe  suggestion  of  Ur.  Okuo,  of  Yirpnio, 
Hr.  UoDnrviB  mo^ed  his  proposition,  by 
ohaogi^  the  sum  to  three  hundred  dollars. 

Ur.  BcoHAHaN  said  be  wonld  oppose  this 
amendment,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  it 
would  tend  to  produce  fraud  and  peijuiy,  aince 
It  held  out  an  encouragement,  to  every  f^li- 
cant  for  a  pendon,  to  reduce  his  property  as 
low  as  three  hundred  dollars.  It  would  ^ve 
him  six  dollars  per  every  hundred  he  reduced 
the  value  of  his  property. 

Ur.  UcDupvib  sud  he  was  astonished  that 
A  gentleman  of  so  much  sagacity  as  Ur.  B.  did 
not  discover  that  the  same  ot(jecnou  la^  ag^nst 
the  hill  itself. 

Mr.  Bdchaitait  replied,  the  only  difi^noe 
was,  that  the  temptetion  to  commit  peijnry 
was,  according  to  bis  (Ur.  UoD.'s)  propoeitiou, 
sevenfold  greater. 

Ur.  SuAwosiR  opposed  the  amendment  It 
was,  he  said,  too  mncn  refined  fbr  any  praoti- 
ObI  purposes. 

Ur.  BuBsss  also  opposed  it. 

The  ouestion  was  then  pnt,  and  taken  by 
Teas  ana  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
iMtofiS. 

Mr.  WiOKUvn  offered  the  following  amend- 
■nent  to  be  added  to  the  first  amendment  of 
de  Committee  of  the  Whole : 

"Provide  alto,  that  the  providons  of  the  biH 


at  St.  Tincents  and  ITaahMltiss,  ai 
■cldien  who  served  nine  months  at  any  one  time  in 
the  State  or  conUneulal  service  daring  the  war  cf 
the  revdutioi].  In  ttie  quarter  or  wagoimuster's 
department,  though  they  were  not  of  the  line  of  the 

The  question  on  Ur,  WioxLnra'a  propositi<»i 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Ur.  Mabitn  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  to  the  first  section  of  the  blQ,  the 
following  words : 

"  And  all  such  as  were  engaged  In  serrice  nnder 
the  command  of  Frands  Marion,  Thomu  Sinnter, 
and  Andrew  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  whether 
during  theb  command  as  ooknela  or  brigadier 
generala." 

He  snbsequently  modified  his  propocation,  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  woras,  at  the  in* 
stance  of  Ur,  Watki  : 

"  And  all  such  aa  were  in  service  for  the  time 
stated  in  this  act,  under  Colonels  John  Twigg, 
Elijah  Claude,  and  James  Jackson,  in  the  State  of 
Georgiju" 

Ur.  Ohiltok  moved  an  o^onmmen^  whioh 
was  refused. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Ur.  Uasmr,  as 
modified,  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  amendment 
ofibred  yesterd^  in  oommittee,  by  Ur.  Sill, 
and  agreed  to, 

Ur.  HowABD  BQggested  that  it  was  in  con* 
fliot  with  the  provkions  of  the  act  of  1820, 
[ffesoriblng  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  persons 
cisiminK  pensions. 

To  obviate  this  difSoolty,  verbal  modifica- 
tions were  proposed  by  Ur.  D^^via,  of  Uassfr- 
chusetts,  ana  3u.  Bdbobs. 

Ur.  P,  P.  BisBonn  submitted  the  following 
— to  strike  ont  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and 
to  insert  these  words : 

"  Prvtidad,  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
leSO,  entitled  '  An  act  In  addiUon  to  an  act  entitled 
enact  to  provide  for  eertun  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  Uniled  States  in  the 


shall  M  so  far  varied  a 


Sai 


Ur.  Sill  offhred  the  following  proviso,  whioh 
he  thonght  wonld  meet  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman: 


"  But  nothlog  In  this  act  shall  be  BO  «      

to  diapense  with  the  oath  required  by  the  act  «f 
1830.* 

Ur.  P,  F.  Babbods,  approving  of  this  pro- 
viso, withdrew  the  amendment   he  oflwad; 


z.h.Goot^lc^ 
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it  to  the 
■gTMd  to. 

The  uneiidinaiita  of  the  committee  luTing 
bMD  goae  throDffh, 

3ii.  OatLTOir  Uien  moved  to  arooud  the  whole 


a  BDbatitate : 

"That  the  proTimoni  of  the  pandon  laws  of  the 
tTnhed  BtatM,  whieb  are  now  hi  force,  ehall  be,  and 
the  Mooe  an  hereW,  ao  exteeded  m  to  en^noe, 
upon  the  aame  priedpleil,  and  under  the  Mme  nilel 
and  resBlationa  a«  to  tenimonj,  meh  tioopa  aa 
fought  In  the  Btale  Unee,  oi  belonged  to  the  Tolon- 
teer  carpa,  havlna  Berred  at  one  or  more  periodi, 
for  the  tenn  of  Mee  months,  and  to  the  dianghted 
milieu  of  the  eeTeral  Stetea." 

Kr.  Oabsob  moved  an  a^joiiTiiment,  irhioh 
WMrefbaed. 

Itr,  ChiltoR  then  proceeded  tc  explun  hie 
ameDdment  for  a  dioit  time^  hnt  the  impa- 
tience of  members  (it  beiog  tlien  past  five 
o'ciochj  induced  him  to  renew  the  lootjtai  to 
adjoom.  Bnt  the  Hoose  reftued  to  attjonni. 
Tew  83  nays  102. 

Mr.  CaiLTOK  then  oaked  fbr  the  ^eaa  and 
n»s  on  the  qoestion  upon  the  anbBtitnte  he 
o^red. 

Mr.  DwioHT  mid  he  thought  it  was  bat  re- 
otprooating  the  comiegj  extended  hj  Hr.  0.  to 
the  Eonae  in  not  trespsesfng  on  their  attention, 
when  he  discovered  their  relnctanoe  to  hear 
him,  that  thej  should  tndalge  him,  Qtr.  0.,)  bj 
agreeing  to  have  the  qneBtion  te^en  b^  jeoa 
ud  nays. 

Ur,  Mn.Tjut  Uien  oaUed  for  the  previoiu  tmee- 
tioQ.  which  was  seconded.    Yeas  9C,  najs  73. 

The  jeaa  and  nayi  were  ordered  on  Uie  pre- 
vious qaestion. 

Another  motion  to  a^oom  was  made,  which 
was  unsnooessfoL 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the 
previons  qnestion,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— 92  to  85. 

On  the  main  qneetion,  "Shall  the  1^  and 
amendments  be  ordered  to  be  engrowed  for  a 
third  reading  I  "  the  yeaa  and  naya  were  or- 
dered, and  were  aa  follows ; 


Txis.— Henra.  Andera 
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Barber,  Baninger, BateajBajloi, Beekman, Boclue, 
Boon,  Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burgei, 
Cshoon,  Campbell,  Chuidier,  Clark,  Colemai],  <S)a- 
dict,  Conner,  Coolter,  Cowlet,  Hector  Craig,  Bobcrt 
Cnig,  Grans,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crawnioshield, 
Jet,  Davenport,  John   Davis,  Deberry,  Deonj, 


Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Uncb,  Ford, 
Forward,  Try,  Orenneil,  Halsev,  Hammons,  Bawk- 
los,  HemiAiU,  Hhidt,  HoBhiaD,  Howard,  Hnbbard, 
Hagbes,  Hont,  Hnotington,  Dirie,  legenoU,  Hiomaa 
Indn,  Wimam  W.  Inrin,  Janniags,  B.  V.  Johaaon, 
Eaodall,  Klnoaid,  King,  LecempM,  Lent,  Letcher. 
Ljon,  Kagee,  Mallur,  Haitindale,  Thomas  Max- 
well, Lewis  Haiwell,  HcOreery,  Uclntire,  Herosr, 
Hiller,  Hitchell,  Uonell,  Muhlenberg,  Iforton,  Pearae, 


PetUa,  FoweiB,  Bamaej,  Seed.  KebardMn,  tmi, 
Bcott,  Shields,  Senunea,  SOI,  Saunel  A.  Eaoib,  i>- 
broae  Speoeer,  Blchard  ^woeer,  Staiigeie,  Steplna, 
W.  L.  Stom,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swino,  Ml, 
Tajlor,  Test,  J.  Thompson,  Tmv,  Tcr^uck, 
WssUngton,  Weeka,  KlihUeeey,  C.  7.  llVtt, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wlngatc,  Tancey,  Tonn^m 
Nats. — Heasrs.  Aleunder,  Alston,  1ib1,Ai» 
strong,  Philip  P.  Baiboar,  Barnwell,  B^  Jam 
Nair,  loim  BUr,  (AUton,  Olaibonte,  Osj,  Ctwfao, 
Croeheron,  W.  B.  Davis,  De^is,  BrajtiB,  PoM^ 
Hall,  Bayaes,  Isaoks,  Oave  Johnson,  Imu,  Im, 
Lewis,  Lojall,  Lnmpkin,  Martin,  McCoj,  IcDd), 
Nnoholls,  Overton,  Folk,  Bencher,  BMse,  i.  K 
Sheppcrd,  Alexander  Bmyth,  height,  Butoi^ 
Standitcr,  Wilcv  niom[»on,  Ti^nnt,  Tdk^ 
Tance,  Tlnlon,  Wajne,  WickBlE),  WilUsD»-4i. 


Fkdat,  Ifaroh  19. 

The  engrossed  bill  explanatory  of  tin  rm- 
lotionary  penmon  laws,  (eetabliahing  i  Mfr 
etmcflon  <a  thoae  lawa  more  liberal  thu  tbtj 
reodve  from  the  Secretaij  of  Var.)  irttmi* 
third  time,  and  the  qnestion  stated  m  Ibi  ;«■ 
sace  of  the  bilL 

Ur.  WiLLiAus,  of  Korth  Carolina,  nw,  «i 
said,  after  the  very  full  discnsaion  of  the  Iffi 
yesterday,  and  the  decided  m^'ority  vhidi  ^ 
peared  in  its  favor,  it  wonld  be  ineicnjsbleii 
him  now  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Em 
with  an  argoment  on  the  merits  of  fiu  Ul 
Bnt  this  was  as  proper  a  time  as  any  to  trj  ^ 
sense  of  the  Eonse  oo  the  qnCBtuHL  of  peril- 
ing for  the  militia  of  the  revolntionary  wv,  a 
well  as  the  rognlar  soldiers  of  tie  rsvohiti* 
He  ebonld,  therefore,  move  to  recommit  tfat 
bill,  with  iostnictions  to  inoortxHste  ndi 
provision  in  it.  If  >ther  of  these  eUwia 
troops  were  to  be  provided  for,  alona,  Vr.  T. 
avowed  tiiat  he  had  no  besitatitHi  in  Nji^^ 
wonld  g^ve  the  preference  to  the  militia, !» 
caose  they  entered  the  aervioe  from  dim^ 
and  hifi^er  motivee,  and  irere  of  very  dife** 
matfiriala.  He  wonld,  however,  *'•''•"' JU? 
any  debate,  and  oonlient  himself  with  tsm 
mwng  his  motion,  which  ho  hoped  irooWw 
be  cot  off  by  the  previons  qneetion,  ai  '"'^ 
case  yesterday :  and  on  hia  motim  i«  «"• 
for  tiie  yeas  and  nays.  , 

Ur.  Batbs  opposed  the  motion,  ti"  ■*4 
efieot  of  it  wonld  be  to  defeat  this  liin,,n 
every  bill  which  had  embraced  the  pro™* 
proposed,  had  sunk.  If  the  Honae  w««m*'f 
of  snoh  a  proviso,  it  could  be  inbodoocd  iiBt- 
after  in  a  separate  bill;  hot  he  pf*** 
agunst  endangering  Uie  bill  by  this  pr»*i''|^ 

Ur.  Bbu.  reprenended  wannly  the  ■"* 
pursued  by  the  m^oritj,  in  cutting  (tfj** 
and  amendment,  and  forcing  the  bill  tiWRv 

He  asserted  and  muntained  at  coBswgff 
length  the  merits  of  the  militia  of  the  nfWj 


tion,  and  their  claims  to  reward,  if  ■■? J*^, 
the  revolntionary  soldiers  were  P«'''*f,"'i 
condemned  the  plan  so  maiufMIypiiiWt'' 
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getting  the  penaion  sjstam  extended  gradnsU; 
Dj  detatduneiita,  from  a  fear  that  it  wonld  not 
go  down  all  at  oDoe;  and  avowed  and  ez- 
fdained  his  olijjeotions  to  the  original  pension 
act  of  1818,  on  acconnt  of  its  nnjiuit  and  in- 
Tidioos  diaoiiminatioDs  between  the  different 
daasei  which  aerred  in  Uie  revolntionarj  war, 
and  eiclnding  the  moet  merttoriooa,  &o. 

Ur.  SpBieHT  mored  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment bj  the  addition,  that  no  person  ahonld  be 
plaoed  on  the  pension  rolL  if  Ua  propeitj  ehall 
exceed  five  hundred  doUars  inde^widuitlr  of 
hia  debts. 

Ur.  WiLLiAja  did  not  iriBh  hia  amendment 
to  be  enoambered  with  any  other  propoaition. 
Ha  wiahed  to  otitain  the  aanae  of  the  Home  on 
tiie  rimple  and  diatinot  qoestion  which  he  had 
■nbmitted, 

Ur.  Oaxbos  objeoted  to  Ur.  Sphoht'b  mo- 
tion, that  it  had  been  tried  and  reacted  veeter- 
d^ — that  it  was  naelew  to  offer  it  agam,  and 
he  wiahed  to  see  Ur.  WiLUUia's  amsadiaent 
tried  b;  itael£ 

On  aalnnitting  thia  amendment,  Ur.  8.  said 
tliat  he  rose  for  the  pnrposa  of  offering  on 
amendment  to  the  inatnictions  of  his  ot^eagne, 
(Ur.  WitLiuis.)  He  had  no  disposition  to  en- 
ter into  the  general  diaonarion  of  the  qneation 
before  the  ^nse ;  for  he  iru  well  aware  of 
the  sitiiBlioa   in  which  0117'  gentleman   waa 

iilaced  who  might  venture  to  ezpreaa  his  opin- 
QH  in  opposition  to  a  pension  bill,  however 
partial  it  might  be  in  ita  operation.  It  woold 
Beem,  ft'om  tbe  dispceilicHi  manifested  br  some 
aientiemen  who  have  participated  in  the  de- 
bate, that  all  those  who  venture  to  ezpreee  ob- 
Jeotiona  to  this  bill  are  to  be  regarded  aa  nn- 
feeling  and  ongratefdl  towards  those  who 
fbnght  for  the  liberty  of  the  connlrj.  He 
vontd  inform  gentlemen  he  felt  as  much  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  them  aa  any  man.  Bat  he 
was  oppoeed  to  this  bill,  because  it  made  an  in- 
vidioDS  distinctian  j  it  oontemplated  provisions 
only  for  those  who  belonged  to  the  rMnlar 
line;  and  it  waa  known  that  the  Nortnem 
States  were  the  theatre  of  war  with  tiie  Brit- 
lah,  w4ule,  in  the  8oath,  a  partisan  waiftee  waa 
earned  on,  which  eventnatod  In  promotiiw  the 
eanae  of  liberty  as  much  as  that  in  the  Sorth. 
By  the  passage  of  this  bilL  no  provision  wonld 
be  made  for  the  troops  in  the  South  of  the  gai- 
lant  Marion,  Sumter,  and  Oaswell ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  they  were  equally  entitled  to  the  fos- 
tering hand  of  the  Oovemment  as  the  regnlara. 
He  iqipealed  to  the  magnanimitv  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  Ronae,  to  sar  if  the  militia  were 
to  be  passed  by  nnnotiooa.  He  knew  many  of 
-Qiem  who  were  dd  and  bowed  down  by  in- 
firmities and  their  eitoation  oalled  on  tUa 
Bonse  for  luA  aa  much  as  any  portion  of  the 
revolntionary  patriots.  By  thia  bill  yon  make 
provision  for  those  of  the  regular  line ;  and  if 
they,  u  I  have  no  donbt  was  the  fact  with 
Duoy  of  them,  who  never  saw  an  enemy  and 
nerer  fired  a  gun,  are  to  be  provided  for,  while 
the  poor  militiamen,  who  Idt  their  homes,  bad 
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their  wives  and  children  bntobered,  tbwr  hoosea 
bomt^  and  ever;  thing  destroyed,  are  to  be  nn- 
notioed,  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  and  all  BD<di 
partial  legislation. 

The  amendment  he  had  proposed  fixed  the 
maximum  of  property  at  five  hnndred  dollam. 
In  hia  opinion,  that  waa  high  enough ;  and  any 
who  waa  worth  that  amount  of  property,  after 
his  debts  were  deducted,  waa  able,  without  the 
aid  of  the  Government,  to  support  himself. 
Though,  in  conelnsion,  he  wonld  say,  he  oould 
not  so  much  aa  say  what  might  be  the  sum 
fixed  on,  he  hoped  the  bill  wonld  be  oommitted 
witli  the  inatructions  to  extend  the  pension  law 
to  the  militia. 

The  debate  now  assumed  a  general  and  com- 
prehensive scope. 

Ur.  WnjM  addressed  the  House  at  large,  In 
support  of  Ur,  WiLUAMa's  amendment,  and  in 
snpport  of  the  claims  of  the  militia. 

Ur.  Lbooupti  spoke  eameetiy  in  &vor  of  the 
bill,  and  the  prindple  of  providing  Ubertlly 
for  the  remnants  of  the  revolutionaiy  army. 

Ur.  Okooxbtt,  of  Tenneawe,  said,  he  fdt 
himaelf  called  on  to  submit  a  few  remarka  on 
the  bill  under  oondderation.  Sir,  aud  Mr,  0., 
I  voted  against  the  bill  yesterday,  which  la 
oalled  an  explanatory  law  of  the  act  of  1818, 
for  the  relief  of  tike  old  revolutionary  soldiers. 
Sir,  I  conuder  the  provisionB  of  the  bill,  aa  it 
la  amended,  a  partial  one,  and  each  a  one  aa  I 
cannot  nor  will  not  support.  I  have  alwaya 
been  the  firm  friend  of  the  old  soldiem,  and 
hope  ever  to  remain  th^  friend,  while  I  am 
entitled  to  rwse  my  voice  in  this  Honae. 

Sir,  what  are  the  provisions  of  the  bUlt 
Ton  give  any  and  every  man  a  pension,  who 
has  no  more  than  one  thousand  dollara,  exoln- 
dve  of  his  household  fbmltore^  honse,  and 
land.  Sir,  in  my  country,  we  think  a  mm 
pretty  well  off  who  owns  that  snm  after  pay- 
ing all  hia  debts,  and  owning  such  property  as 
is  described.  Sir,  I  do  not  considw  that  a  man 
in  such  a  situation  onght  to  be  entitled  to  the 
bounty  of  his  Qovemmeut.  Sir,  in  my  ootm- 
try,  for  the  sum  ot  one  thonsand  dollara,  a  man 
can  pmtbaae  two  good  negro  men  and  one 
hundred  acres  of  the  best  laod  in  the  country. 
That,  air,  would  support  a  man,  without  calling 
on  the  Government  for  a  penuon.  I  came 
here,  said  Ur.  0.,  to  do  Jnstioe  to  every  man, 
and  ondw  all  cironmstances ;  and  if  I  cannot 
do  this,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  parUal  law  like 
this.  Sir,  this  bUl  provides  for  none  bat  thoee 
of  the  continental  luie,  and  eicladea  all  the 
volanteera  and  militia  who  fon^t  hi  the  (M 
war,  no  matter  how  meritorious  th<7  were. 
Sir,  aotne  of  thoae  very  men,  who  fought 
bravdy,  and  who  are  tottering  through  life, 
almoat  ready  to  drop  into  the  grave,  have  been 
knocking  at  the  door  of  Oonmasfor  vears; 
and  wh^  are  we  doing,  sir!  Passing  a  law  to 
exclude  them,  and  to  m^vide  fbr  men  that  do 
not  need  the  bounty  of  the  Government.  Sir, 
tack  them  all  b^etiier,  and  I  will  go  aa  Ikr  for 
them  aa  any  gentleman  in  OongteM.     What 
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Mceiving  th«  bcnuitr  of  tii«  OoTemniMit,  to 
tli«  ezdarion  of  the  othera.  Bir,  I  nnut  beg 
leave  to  difibr  in  opinion  with  that  gentleman. 
If  I  were  to  draw  a  distmction,  I  would  give 
Uie  preference  to  the  militianum  and  the  vol- 
nnteer.  The  regular  sold  himself  to  the  Qot- 
enunent  for  a  boontj  of  land  and  mooej, 
which  be  received  long  since ;  and  the  others 
went  and  foaght  fbr  tlie  love  of  their  ooontrj ; 
tbej  left  their  homes  and  their  wives  and  chll- 
dren,  and  fooght  bravel;  throogh  the  war,  and 
reoeived  the  lltUe  pittance  of  oonunon  wagee. 
Sir,  ia  it  Just,  is  it  honest,  to  exolnda  thoae 
men  t  No,  sir ;  I  am  boand  to  decide  entirely 
in  their  fitvor,  if  we  give  any  a  preference, 
fint,  rir,  it  is  my  wish  to  provide  fbr  alL  I 
hear  gentlemen  eav  that  we  will  bankrupt  the 
wttion,  'Well,  sir,  let  it  be  so — I  go  fbr  all  or 
none.  I  aee  mlUioiui  after  milltona  of  money 
voted  away — fbr  what,  air  I  For  the  petty  lit- 
tle ot^ect  of  eupporting  yosr  fortifications, 
breakwaters,  or  light-honaes. 

Sir,  in  my  district  I  know  some  of  those  de- 
■erving  old  men,  who  cannot  long  trouble  this 
Government  with  Uteir  voices,  asking  ud,  in 
their  old  age,  to  make  them  feel  oomfbrtable. 
A  few  days  more,  and  they  bid  adien  to  this 
woiid,  I  do  insist  that  they  never  onght  to  be 
forgotten  or  neglected,  whole  there  is  one  of 
tbem  to  olum  onr  gratitnde.  They  have 
achieved  the  glory  and  honor  of  onr  oonntry 
by  their  bravery.  The  privileges  which  we 
are  now  ei^ojing  on  this  floor,  were  purchased 
by  their  toil  and  blood.  Sir,  let  me  tell  gentle- 
men tliat  I  had  the  honor,  in  onr  lost  sbiiggle, 
to  shonlder  my  gnn,  and  inarch  into  tjie  field. 
There  I  discovered  who  fbnght  bravest,  the 
recnlars  or  the  volnnteere  and  militia.  Sir, 
when  the  re^folar  troops  were  living  bonnti- 
ftilly,  the  militia  were  in  a  state  of  starvatioD. 
I  have  witnessed  this,  and,  therefore,  I  am  en- 
abled to  jndge  from  that  cironmstsnoe  how  they 
bred  in  the  first  war.  Sir,  there  are  bnt  few 
of  those  poor  old  veterans  in  my  section  of 
oonntry,  tnongh  I  imagine  it  is  very  diffo^nt 
in  the  North.  I  have  been  iofonned,  and  be- 
lieve it,  that  they  never  die  in  the  Eastern 
States.  Sir,  from  what  I  can  lean,  I  shonld 
expect  that  they  live  always  there, 

I  discover  that  some  gentlemen  wish  to  get 
the  ftmds  of  this  Government  distribnted,  and 
they  oare  not  for  what  Sir,  I  came  here  to  do 
Jnstice ;  and  I  will  do  justice,  or  I  will  do  noth- 
ing. In  my  district,  1  know  one  case,  where  a 
poor  old  revolntionary  soldier,  who  served  as  a 
rolnnteer  fbr  some  time,  then  enlisted  as  a 
Bulor,  and  served  tliree  years  on  the  ocean, 
who  is  nnprovided  for.  Sir,  it  is  lamentable  to 
view  his  situation,  and  hear  him  tell  of  hia  sal- 
ferings.  It  is  ont  of  bis  power,  at  this  Umb,  to 
find  any  of  his  old  brother  sailors  who  served 
with  him.    Sir,  his  sitoation  ia  this:  one  good 


neighbor  has  snpported  the  poor  old  nuo,  mi 
an<wier  hie  old  uidy,  and  wi^mtjin  them  jott  m 
an  act  of  charity.  I  presented  the  poor  cU 
man's  cldm  to  t^  Hons&  and  what  ia  tbe  n- 
Boltt  He  is  r^ected,and  forthereimAit 
he  cannot  obtain  prooE^  only  by  Ui  own  «llu 
8ir,  I  do  not  believe  he  wonld  make  ■  mtnf- 
resentation  fbr  any  ooDsiderati<«t.  TUaistat 
case :  and  I  have  no  donbt  Imt  there  ire  ao] 
other  BDch  cases.  For  Ood'e  sake,  if  7011  it 
extend  oharl^  to  one  olaaa,  do  so  to  ill  I 
voted  against  the  old  officen'  bill,  last  tmon, 
becanae  yon  wonld  not  attach  the  soldkn  to 
them,  who  fought  with  them  ode  bj  nda 
Now,  rir,  if  yon  cut  off  the  volontem  nd 
militia,  I  will  vote  against  this  hilL    I  wil  Mt 

Kfor  them  pieoemeal ;  I  take  all  or  noM,  mI 
ve  before  Mated.  To  draw  a  distinct  te> 
tween  men  who  have  performed  the  skw  iw- 
vices,  is  what  I  nevw  will  ^ree  to  do.  If  tm 
do  not  adtffit  the  amcDdment  ct  the  gmOmy 
from  Nwt£  Carolina,  and  attach  the  nuUtit  nd 
volunteers,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Chbws,  rf 
Eentnoky,  I  will  enter  my  protest  agaiiut  tb 
bill,  and  believe  that  I  have  acted  hrauallf. 
Sir,  I  will  detain  the  Eonse  no  longer. 

Mr.  Obu-tor  took  tlte  same  side,  and  tbon- 
onaly  advocated  the  amendment  cf  Hi.  Vcr 

Vi.  RioBAXDeoir,  remarking  thit  thia  n 
one  of  the  days  set  apart  fbr  pKvila  Idb, 
thought  it  right  to  make  an  efibrt  to  prtrot 
the  day  being  consnmed  by  this  debatej  id  be 
therefore  moved  the  previous  quMtico-W 
the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Oabsoit  spoke  agtinst  the  reoommitiiMt 
of  the  biU,  and  in  &vor  of  its  pasnge  in  in 
present  shape. 

Ur.  ViLLuifs  had  refrained  from  goiil  '"^ 
any  reasons  when  he  offered  the  amentoal, 
hoping  it  wonld  be  decided  without  debate* 
every  man's  mind  was  doubtleas  mode  op^ 
the  qneetion ;  bnt  as  he  lied  been  dia^ixutn 
in  this  hope,  he  now  proceeded  to  Buboit  * 
large  tus  reasons  in  &vor  of  hb  smeedmcnL 
■  fir.  Watbi  followed  on  the  same  side, « 
addressed  the  House  at  considerable  iengtlii '" 
support  of  the  claims  of  the  militia  of  tk  n*- 
olution  to  equal  &vor,  at  least,  at  the  hu^ '' 
the  Qovemment 

Mr.  tTait.  handed  to  tiie  Chair  lite  tdOffm 
extract  from  a  letter  which  he  had  re«W 
from  the  cUef  of  the  Penrion  Offiw,  *!»»'• 
deeired  to  be  read  for  the  infonnatoioi)* 

"It  appeaia  that  the  foUowiDg  m'"!^'^ 
have  been  made  for  paying  penilonen  a^  *" 
act  of  Uarch  IS,  1S18. 
Tbe  law  of  the  SOth  April  181B,  anM- 
pristed  *^  "^»Joa.M; 

"         IBth  February,  lalB,         1,T»,«W 
J4th  April,  1820,  V**-*" 

"        8d  March,  I8S1,  l.VI6fff> 

"        16th  March,  1888,  l,"'."*; " 

"        8d  Haich,  IGSS,  ■""" 

"       lOth  Karob,  ISS^ 
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Thg  k*  of  the  21M  Februuy,  lS2e,     1,M8,4SZ  8S 
"  IBth  Januuj,  IBSS,      1,SS2,190 

"  Seth  Janiur;,  1827,      l,2eo,18S 

AggregBte,  |14,ig0,144  £9 

"Tbeprcuse  number  of  ftppUcationi  cuuiot  be 
tuartuDed,  u  ft  correct  acooupt  of  tJiem  voa  not 
k«pt  U  tbe  eommcncemeDt  of  the  operation  of  the 
l»w ;  but  the  amount  'li  known  to  exceed  thirty-one 
thonsftDd- 

"Theuamber  of  men  in  the  coutiuental  irmj,  at 
the  cloee  of  tbe  rOTolnUonary  war,  vai  thirteen  thou- 
•ud  four  hundred  and  BOTenly-Bil.  The  army  wai 
larger  in  1776  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  war : 
tt  contained  foctv-tix  thooaand  eight  hundred  and 
nhMly-one  men.'^ 

"Hji&Cq  19,1880. 

"  Tlie  amount  of  approprlatiomi  up  to  thia  time, 

inciudiog  the  appropriation  of  thia  «enion,  if  rightly 

added,  ia  sixteen  millions  five  hundred  and  flftj-eight 

thouaand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollan  and 

The  qaeatioD  beios  pat  on.  Ifr.  Sfeibht'b  mo 
tioD,  it  wM  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  offered  bj  Mr.  Williamb 
-was  then  also  decided  in  the  negative  by  the 
following  vote :  jeaa  74,  nays  107. 

Mr.  Pole  then  spoke  some  time  actdnst  the 
passage  of  tbe  bill.    When  be  condnded, 

Ur.  DoDDRiDOB  called  for  the  previons  qnes- 
tion,  which  was  eeconded,  84  to  74 ;  and  the 
inun  question  was  ordered,  the  effect  of  which 
was  to  Bet  aude  all  amendments  and  intermedi- 
ate motions.    Bo  that 

Tbe  question  was  pat  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmative— jeas  122, 
nays  50. 

UoRDAT,  March  23. 
Buffalo  and  New  Orlecmi  £oad. 

Tbe  Honee  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  took  up  the  bill  to  la;  OQt 
and  establiah  a  national  road  from  Bu&lo, 
in  New  York,  by  Wailungton  oily,  to  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  HBMPmu.  rose,  and  entered  into  a  gene- 
ral defence  of  the  proposed  measure,  msintain- 
ing  its  oonstitnljonality — being  a  work  emphat- 
ically national — its  high  importance  to  the 
Union,  &o.  He  had  not  condnded  bis  re- 
inarke,  when  be  gave  way  for  a  motion  for  Q\e 
cjomnuttee  to  rise. 


TrE8i>i.T,  May  28. , 
Com  Iff  Judge  Peek. 
Mr.  BiTOHAiiAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jndiclarjr,  to  whiob  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Lnke  £.  Lawless,  of  Missouri,  oomplwning 
of  the  oondaot  of  James  H.  Peck,  Jndge  of  tbe 
Hiistriot  Court  of  the  United  Btat«s  for  the  l)is- 
triot  of  Miseonri,  made  a  report  thereon,  oon- 
olnding  with  tbe  opinion  that  tbe  said  Judge 
poglit  to  be  impeached. 
Vou  X.— 44 


Mr.  BuoBANAN,  in  presenting  tbe  above  re- 

irt,  stated  that  the  committee  had  deemed  it 
nirast  towards  tbe  party  accused,  not  to  report 
to  tbe  House  their  reasons  at  length  for  aniv> 
ing  at  the  conolnsioD  that  be  ought  to  be  im- 
peached. In  this  respect,  they  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  follow  tbe  precedent  which  had  been 
established  in  the  case  of  the  impeachment  et 
Judge  Cbase.  Mr.  B.  moved  to  print  tbe  re- 
port and  documents. 

Mr.  Olat  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to 
print,  by  adding  the  words,  "  And  also  tba  me- 
morial of  Lnke  E.  Lawless,  and  the  addrecs  of 
tbe  iadge  to  tbe  committee." 

Ui.  UATms  moved  to  suspend  tbe  mle  of 
the  House  which  prohibits  debate  on  motions 
to  print,  so  &r  as  concerns  tbe  snl^eot  under 
consideration.     Negatived. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Oi.a.T  was 
r^ected,  and  tbe  report  and  dociunents  were 
onlered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Baiks,  from  the  Committee  on  IClitary 
Pensions,  and  by  order  of  that  committee, 
moved  that  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House 
on  tbe  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from 
tbe  fdrtber  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Military  Pen- 
nons, on  the  8th  of  January  last,  to  extend  tbe 
pension  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  so  as  to  in- 
clude within  its  provisions  every  soldier  who 
aided  in  establisbing  our  liberties,  and  who  is 
unable  to  maintain  himself  In  comfort;  and 
that  the  said  resolution  be  made  tbe  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next,  tbe  29tli 
instant. 

Mr.  B.  said,  gentlemen  who  were  in  &vor  of 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Willukb,  on  Friday 
last,  to  provide  for  the  militia,  would,  by  thu 
resolution,  be  presented  with  an  opportomtiy  of 
effecting  their  wishes;  and,  on  the  motion 
which  he  mode,  he  aakod  the  yeas  and  soys. 
They  were  ordered  accordingly,  and  were  as 
follows : 

For  tbe  motion,  129 — Against  it,  47. 

Mr,  Stttn  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  yesterday,  bj  which  the  resolution 
relative  to  fortifications  on  Lake  Ohamplain, 
offered  by  him  on  the  18tb  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Secretary  of  War — tbe  question 
having  been  miaapprebended  at  tbe  time  it  was 
put — many  members  suppodng  it  was  on  bis 
original  resolution,  whereas  it  was  on  tbe 
amendment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  but  the  ennra- 
dou  of  the  hour  arrested  fbrtber  prooeeolnga 

B^ffiilo  and  New  Orleant  Boad, 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oen- 
mittee  of  tbe  whole  Houae  on  tiie  state  iii  the- 
Union,  Mr.  HAima  in  tbe  choir,  and  resomed 
tbe  oonriderationof  thebiU  "fbr  makings  road 
from  Bnlblo,  through  Washington  dt;,  to  New 
Orleans." 

Mr.  EncPBtLL  said :  This  road,  leading  fi-om 
the  seat  of  tbe  General  Government  to  BuflUo 
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and  to  New  Orieuu,  two  froDtkn  which  will 
be  fnunUientlf  exposed  in  the  evoat  of  »  wv, 
Munot  be  otberwue  thao  (rf  the  blj^eat  impw- 
tanoe.  The  badneas  of  the  road  from  benoe  to 
BofiUo,  during  the  last  war,  protracted  iutdli- 
genoe,  and  preTented  a  qiii<^  oonoentration  a! 
troopi  and  of  the  mnnltiooa  of  war  to  the  parts 
required.  If  Uiere  had  been  good  roada,  the 
milltaiy  diuttera  at  the  oommenoement  of  the 
war  never  wonld  hsTe  occurred.  The  badneai 
ot  the  roadi  awelled  the  ezpeoHe  of  the  ooqd- 
toy  to  a  prodigious  degree.  A  single  cannon 
toanaported  from  the  fonnderiea  on  the  aea- 
boara  to  the  frontiers  of  the  lakes,  cost  aboot 
two  thooMnd  doUara,  and  everr  article  neoe»- 
r  boie  the  same  wasteful  aad  eitrar- 


•gant  pioportian.  The  waste  which  the 
ritj  ot  the  Utne^  aad  state  of  the  roada,  ex* 
poaed  na  to,  woold  more  than  make  the  road 
contemplated  in  the  bill.  Our  oonntrjr  is  large ; 
and  the  frontiers  and  eipoaed  points  being  at 
great  dlatanoea  from  each  other,  render  the  ne- 
oairitj  of  good  roads  (in  a  time  of  war)  all- 
eaaential  The  military  power  of  a  nation,  in 
all  agea,  connst«  not  more  in  a  nnmerons  popu- 
lation and  great  reeonroes,  than  its  capacity 
to  ooncentrate  its  foroee  with  rapidity  to  the 
erpoaed  pointa  on  the  frontier  liable  to  be  as- 
sailed. Good  eommnnicatJMiB  increase  tlie  ndl- 
itarj  arm  in  a  doe  proportion  to  the  popnlation 
and  resources  of  a  nation  or  conntry.  On  a 
dngle  day,  sooner  or  later  in  the  arrival  of 
troopa  or  Intelligenoe,  may  altogether  depend 
tbe  fate  of  the  moat  important  plaoea  in  the 

This  road  to  Bnfblo  presents  adrantagee  pe- 
enliarly  national  in  Hmr  character.  It  opens  a 
oonntry  abonndiog  in  iron,  fbel,  and  wat«r 
power ;  and,  in  the  event  of  onr  foanderies  and 
armories  on  the  seaboard  being  deatroyed  by 
an  enemy,  it  wonld  afford  tbe  means  of  estab- 
Uebing  otbers  in  the  interior,  seonre  fr«m  at- 
tack, where  cannon,  shot,  small  arms,  &c., 
might  be  mannfaotnred,  which,  by  means  of 
thU  road,  and  other  means  of  transportalion, 
oonld  be  taken  to  any  point  wherever  tbe  na- 
tion ahonld  reqaire.  It  wonld  also  open  to  tbe 
aeaboard,  as  well  as  to  tbe  lakes,  an  extensive 
and  fertile  oonntry,  increa^g  in  popnlation 
and  in  tbe  prodnotlou  of  provisions  of  every 
deecription,  and  which  oonld  be  made  avulable 
at  either  extremity  of  the  road. 

The  proposed  road  wonld  derive  additional 
importuice,  in  a  military  view,  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  popolatioQ  of  the  conntry  tbroogb 
which  it  will  pass.  In  tbe  mountain  regions, 
it  is  said  that  there  is  scarcely  an  individoal 
who  is  not  wel]  acquainted  with  firearms,  and 
expert  in  borsemanHhip ;  the  whole  popnlation 
in  tbe  monnt^Q  regions  (as  weU  as  in  tne  plain 
oonntry)  are  distinguished  for  their  physical 
energies,  which  will  always  render  them  among 
the  best  materials  for  mibtary  purposes.  In 
time  of  peace,  cannon  and  monitions  of  war 
might  be  conveyed  by  sea  and  tbe  New  York 
oaoal  to  the  frontiers  oq  the  lakes.    Bat,  in 


time  of  war,  tbe  maritime  power  of  the  waxi 
wonld  render  this  oommunicalioa  too  nnctt- 
tain,  and  in  the  winter  time  tiie  cooal  votld  te 
frozen.  [Here  Ur.  Hkmphiu.  read  the  repot 
of  Doctor  Howard,  one  of  the  Dailed  SUM 
engineers.] 

"Tbe  Importance  of  soeb  a  road  u  tbu  doit  pro- 
posed,  la  a  mllhaiy  point  of  view,  li  n  itnDg^ 
marked,  tbat  it  wDl  not  be  necessirj  (o  dnD  n 
them  in  detail,  but  merely  to  paint  (bem  oA.  It 
will  afford  a  ready  commniikatiOD  to  Ihe  Mrtlien 
fVonticr,  from  the  ccutnl  put  of  Pcnnajlnnii,  (nia 
HorfUnd,  and  from  ihe  eaalern  put  ottbe  Siiieof 
Tirgioia,  giTiog  ftcilicics  for  the  tnniportilias  dK 
only  of  m«n,  but  also  of  miey  of  tbe  npidlei  ai 
muniCiooBof  uti,  which  are  the  production)  of  lliat 
three  States.  During  the  lut  war,  the  ranlc  b^ 
the  Piunted  Feet  was  found  so  necesnrr  ^  ^ 
purpose,  that  it  was  cilensively  aged ;  and,  notiift- 
standleg  the  badness  of  Ihe  roads,  nppEa  rf  ■! 
kinds  were  eanied  in  H,  at  an  erpenn  wblditli 
satk&ctorily  estimated  would  have  been  nidal 
(in  a  ringle  campaign)  to  have  de&sjed  tlu  oo*  ^ 

"In  the  present  dloation of  tliinp, the diiKMt' 
the  western  part  of  New  Toik  are  almonuc&A- 
nslly  separated  from  their  neighbor!  of  Fcnci^ 
vania,  as  if  an  impasMble  barrier  were  iUeipw' 
between  them." 

The  highway  proposed  in  tiie  tdll  will  (fs 
lucrative  commimicatiotie  betwem  these  iiM- 
esting  sections  of  our  country.  The  louliM 
of  the  road  from  Washington  to  Bnffalo,  is  Wl 
to  the  discretion  of  the  commiseiouers,  u  tlx 
committee  conld  not,  aatis&ctorilj  to  ttitO' 
selves,  designate  tbe  ronte. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  suffitinitte 
have  the  road  located,  gradoated,  and  bridM 
and  to  form  tbe  bed  of  the  road,  as  so  esrtli* 
turnpike,  except  in  such  cases  where  it  rill^ 
indispensable  to  use  gravel 

of  the  «  

turnpik 

Washington  to  New  0^1ean^  they  rtw  ■ 
mnch  for  location,  so  mnoh  fbr  grsdutiai  m 
bridges,  and  so  much  for  turnpiking  with  rtwi 
The  committee,  by  deducting  the  l»lt*r,  » 
taking  the  best  pains  they  conld  tipon  lk«  «^ 
ject,  came  to  tbe  conolonon  that  fifleei  ^^ 
dred  dollars  per  mile  wonld  make  sn  eiccW 
common  road,  gradi&ted  at  «n  elersHic  * 
three  degrees  in  the  mile. 

From  this  city  to  Bnfihlo,  a  oMBdert*  «* 
tance  is  tompiked;  and,  whenever  th»t  i"* 
case,  it  is  not  to  be  affected  by  this  bilL  ^ 
whole  road  to  be  made  wtll  be,  ss  u**"]^ 
committee  conld  Judge,  about  fifteen  l""^ 
miles,  which  will  cost  two  millkwis  two  bmiW 
and  fifty  thonsand  doliara,  to  be  drswn  i"^ 
Btabnenta  of  not  more  in  one  year  this  •»"< 
five  hnndred  thousand  dollars ;  whkh  »nDi  i» 
conntry  will  soarcely  feel,  and  it  will  lifj* 
tributed  along  tbe  whole  line  among  i/duttW 
tbe  owners  <$  the  adjacent  lands  fbr  msMw 
and  to  the  poor  and  indostrions  laborera.^ 

The  great  national  advantages  of  a  rota  P* 
the  teat  (tf  Government  to  New  OriMa^*"' 


lie  estimat«e  of  tbe  engineen  for  iii>^ 
pike    roads  on  the  several  routes  fiw 
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■caroelf,  I  shonld  suppose,  be  denied  \>j  aaj 
one.  Soon  after  tbe  acqukiticm  of  LooiMona, 
l[r.  JeBeTBOn,  u  I  hSTe  imderstood,  had  a  r»- 
connoiseanoe  of  a  road  to  New  Orleaas  taken 
at  hii  private  expense.  It  has  been  deemed  of 
SDch  magnitude  "bj  the  General  OoTenunent, 
tliat  three  general  routes  have  been'survejed, 
nndar  the  act  of  80th  April,  1824;  vtaaj  of 
the  reasons  assigned  in  favor  of  the  Bi&alo 

fart  of  the  road  will  equally  appi;  to  this  part. 
B  importaDce  in  time  of  war  cannot  be  over- 
rated :  the  dif&onltv  of  transporting  men  and 
ttnm  to  this  exposed  point  (during  the  last  war) 
is  well  known  to  as  all.    I  will  not  descend  to 

Crticulan :  I  appeal  to  the  reooUeotion  of  this 
norable  oommittee. 

The  routes  surveyed  are  an  eastern,  a  middle, 
and  a  western  route.  The  oommittee,  after  a 
oareM  examin^ion  of  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neers of  eth  April,  18S6,  seleoted  the  wMtem 
route.  The  Committee  on  Boads  and  Oonals, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  did  the  some ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  Is,  npou 
tite  whole,  the  most  eligible  route — each  has 
its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  re- 
port says,  "  tliat  the  eastern  and  middle  rontea 
will  aocoramodate  directly  more  States  than 
tiie  western ;  but,  by  antioipating  the  increase 
of  tite  pupnjation  on  the  western  ronte,  that 


route  with  the  eastern  route,  we  find  that 
the  eastern  ronte  the  sod  is  iiuerior,  the  bridges 
imd  caoseways  will  be  greater,  the  advantages 
to  internal  oommerce  will  be  lees,  and  that  this 
route  would  not  be  so  Dsefol  in  war ;  that  the 
carryiag  of  the  mail  and  the  expenses  of  trav- 
elling would  be  greater,  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
will  be  more  oosUj.  Its  advantages  over  the 
western  ronte  are,  that  the  gradnation  will  be 
less,  that  it  would,  in  a  greater  d^ree,  facili- 
tate correspondence  between  our  inland  import- 
lag  and  e;Q»orting  marts,  and  also  diffuse  polit- 
ical information  between  the  0«ieral  Grovern- 
ment  and  the  o^itals  of  the  Bouth,  as  this 
ronte  would  pass  through  many  of  them.  In 
comparing  the  western  with  the  middle  route, 
we  find  the  materials  for  a  road  abont  the 
same.  The  soil  on  the  western  route  is  the 
best ;  the  causeways  will  be  less,  and  the  grad- 
QotioD  greater.  The  bridges  on  the  western 
roote  will  be  in  length  only  three  miles  and 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  yards.  On  the 
middle  route,  the  length  of  the  bridges  will  be 
BIX  miles  and  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  yards.  The  distance  of  the  middle 
route  is  eleven  hundred  and  forty  milee.  On 
oaa  course  of  the  western  route,  the  distonoe 
Is  exactly  the  same :  but  on  Snickner's  Gap 
route,  it  is  eleven  hundred  and  sixty-three 
miles.  The  expense  of  labor  is  rather  less  on 
the  western  route.  For  carrying  the  mail,  the 
report  gives  preforenoe  to  the  middle  route,  but 
at  the  some  time  remarks,  tliat,  as  to  time,  it 
does  not  suffice  that  it  should  be  travelled  over 


in  the  shortest  time,  and  at  the  least  possible 
expense;  hot  it  most  also  eooommodate  lat- 
erally to  its  direction  tiie  greatest  extent  possi- 
ble of  territory.  In  this  point  of  view,  it  is 
said,  if  the  western  route  is  not  as  central  as 
the  others,  in  relation  to  the  States  it  traverses, 
it  bos  the  advantage  of  being  more  central  in 
rdstion  to  the  States  taken  together,  and  com- 
prehended between  the  Atlantia  on  the  east, 
and  the  Ohio  and  the  UiBsiasippi  on  the  west. 

But,  in  relation  to  such  a  road  as  this  will 
be,  extending  frwn  the  seat  of  Government  to 
two  exposed  and  extreme  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  is  calculated  to  remain  a  great 
highway  for  ages,  a  little  difference  in  expense 
or  distance  ought  not  to  be  viewed  as  of  mui^ 
importance. 

There  are  oonsiderations  which  ^ve  a  de- 
cided preference  to  Uie  western  ronte.  The 
first  is  \ia  superior  advantages  in  time  of  war. 
The  Southern  States  will  have  their  own  bor* 
ders  to  defend,  and  this  they  will  be  always 
capable  of  doing.  They  are  contiguous  to  each 
other,  a  oondensed  population,  and  nearer  to 
the  seat  of  Goremment,  and  to  the  military 
and  naval  eBtablishments.  They  will  seldom, 
if  ever,  be  called  across  the  mooDtains.  The 
States  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Vest  Indi^  will  be  exposed  to 
imminent  danger ;  and  their  own  forces  being 
inconsiderable,  they  must  look  for  assistance 
from  remote  inland  States.  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  having  no  frontiers  to  defend,  and 
Iwiug  more  inter^ted  than  the  South  in  the  re- 
gions of  the  gul^  would  be  their  natural  allies^ 
and  always  reitdy  to  aid  the  States  of  Loaiu(ui» 
'and  Alabama,  wd  to  detead  tbe  naval  estab- 
lidmuDta  at  Fensacola.  Tlus  road,  in  case  of 
an  Nnergenoy,  would  afford  to  the  Western 
States  the  most  signal  advantAges.  They  could 
then  march  their  troops  to  the  field  of  battle, 
Tbe  western  ronte  will  connect  different  aeo- 
tiona  of  the  ooantn[,  which  are  separated  by 
natural  obstacles.  This  is  one  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  internal  improvements.  It  will 
form  a  oommnnioatiim  between  the  West  and 
the  Atlantic  Ooean,  aud  angment  iotemal 
trade ;  the  people  of  the  W^  oonld  bring 
their  prodoce  to  it  and  along  it,  in  either  di- 
rection, to  the  most  convenient  avenue  to  a 
market. 


WjCDinsDAT,  Haroh  34. 
Buffalo  and  Jfeu  Orleans  Boad. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  H:Ltkks  in  the  chvr,  and  resumed 
the  convderation  of  the  bill  "  for  making  a 
rood  ftom  Buffalo,  through  Washington  city,  to 
New  Orieana," 

Mr.  Blair  rose,  and  remarked  that  the  bill 
under  diacusrion  was  one  of  the  few,  if  not  the 
only  one,  upon  the  long  list  of  the  bills  of  the 
Honae,  which,  in  its  oonsequfflaoea,  promised 


H.or  R.] 

direct  benefit  to  his  oonstitaenta ;  that,  and  the 
ooiuideratioD  of  liariiig  preaented  the  Bolilect 
to  the  oondderation  (rf  tlua  Home,  and  haTing 
I>een  of  the  oommittee  that  reputed  it,  fiir- 
nished  his  ^Kilogj  for  the  treqiaw  which  he 
propoeed  to  make  upon  the  time  and  the  pa- 
tience of  the  committee.  But,  said  Mr.  B., 
when  I  look  aronnd  me  in  tliia  Hoqm,  and  see 
the  nnmber  of  fHenda,  both  persooftl  and  polit- 
ical, from  whom  I  am  separated  tai  this  ques- 
tion, and  with  whom,  on  moet  others,  it  has 
been  mj  pride  to  act ;  rir,  when  I  look  to  the 
delegation  from  my  own  State,  and  there  see, 
fbr  a  time,  the  line  of  separation  drawn  be- 
tween Bome  of  m;  worth;  cc^eagnes  and  mj- 
self,  for  all  of  whom  I  entertiOn  the  most 
friendly  r^ard,  I  vonld  willingly  have  avoided 
laying  anj  thins  on  this  important  subject;  yet, 
when  I  reflect  tnat  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
from  whence  I  come,  in  often  repeated  in- 
stances, has  called  upon  the  delegation  in  this 
Honse  to  sustain  the  prindplea  of  this  hill,  and 
thrice  repeated  that  language  to  ns  dnring  the 
present  sesrion,  mj  immediate  constitnents 
being  almost  undivided  on  that  subject,  and  ex- 
peotm^  me  to  represent  their  wishes  on  this 
floor,  sir,  I  have  no  alternative  the  path  of  my 
duty  is  so  clearly  delineated,  tW  it  cannot  be 
mistaken.  I  was  educated  in  that  school  in 
which  the  doctrines  were  considered  ortho- 
dox, that  the  representative  is  bonnd  to  obey 
the  will  of  his  constitnents ;  and,  whilst  I 
allow  others  the  same  freedom  of  will  which 
I  claim  the  right  to  exercise,  I  myself  am  de- 
termined that  the  sin  of  disobeyuig  my  con- 
stituents, knowingly,  on  qneetions  of  eipedien-, 
oy,  shall  not  attach  to  my  skirts.  They  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  I  will  not  only  sustun 
their  principles  by  my  vot«,  bat  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  in  the  full  use  of  all  the  legiti- 
mate means  with  which  their  kindnees  has  in- 
vested  me.  In  doing  this,  I  have  tiie  conaola- 
tion  to  feel  that  I  am  acting  in  consistency  with 
my  own  views,  and  upon  principles  long  estab- 
li^ed,  as  to  the  tme  character  of  national  pol- 
icy. On  this  mnch-contro verted  qneetion,  I 
have  dared  to  think  tbat  all  the  vitAl  intereeta 
of  OUT  connti7,  and  particularly  of  the  inte- 
rior, londly  culed  for  a  judicious  system  of  in- 
ternal Improvements.  As  to  the  constitntional 
power  of  Congress  over  this  subject^  I  -" 


the  high-minded,  honorable  coarse  taken  by  the 


follow  his  example,  and  exempt  myself  from  a 
discnaaion  npon  which  there  was  little  hope  of 
acoomplishing  more  than  a  naeless  consumption 
of  pnbho  time.  With  him  J  think  all  hsa  been 
said  that  could  be,  in  support  of  that  ground ; 
and  though  no  gentleman's  conscience  could  be 
fettered  by  any  precedent,  yet  the  inutility  of 
snob  diBCQSsion  should  admonish  us  to  desist. 
Had  I  been  driven  into  the  subject,  I  consider 
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this  as  b^g  more  dcfenrible  Qiasi  most  otfam 
belonging  to  that  aystan ;  iadeed,  if  we  ngni 
it  mmij  u  a  mail  road,  it  falls  withm  tbt 
scope  of  the  express  power  granted  by  the  ko- 
atitntion.  If  for  mitltAry  purposes,  it  is  (lirij 
deducible  from  tbat  expresuy  granted;  ebews 
are  presedled  with  the  humiliating  speetsdetf 
a  Gflverament  formed  fbr  the  defenee  of  the 
people,  so  imbecile  as  wholly  to  &il  in  the  >»■ 
compUshinent  of  that  object.  But  I  will  vm 
on  to  the  subject,  and  meet  my  friend  nd 
Virginia,  and  take  lasoe  with  him  n|M&  ths 
expediency  and  necessity  of  constructing  Uw 
road.  He  has  not  only  tendered  to  the  wnaOj 
his  issue,  but  has  embelli^edhis  own  Eadewith 
an  address  so  imposing,  as  to  be^esk  the  & 
tinguished  talents  of  its  author.  Yet  with  Itiii 
fearAil  odds  against  me,  and  relying  soldyirpcB 
the  Justice  of  the  canse,  and  the  impartisli^  cf 
the  tribunal,  I  fearlessly  stake  np(»  the  rwM 
whatever  of  public  preferment  may  yet  be  io 
reeerve  for  me. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  npon  this  snlgMt 
with  the  gentleman,  I  most  be  allowed  to  k^ 
mit  a  remark  in  explanation  of  the  rettOH 
which  induced  the  ctnnmittee  to  embraoe,  ii 
the  same  bill,  the  BuAlo  and  New  Orieua 
roads.  It  is  bne  that  the  snrveys  of  tbeae 
roads  were  separately  made,  and  separsts  bilia 
reported  to  the  last  CongreBs:  bat,  on  tbt 
strictest  investigfttion,  the  committee  could  M 
no  reason  for  oonstructing  the  one,  that  did  dM 
equally  apply  to  the  other,  so  far  as  the  pn- 
poees  of  the  General  Government  ire  oxi- 
eemed ;  they  are  roads  of  the  same  chiracW, 
meeting  at  uie  same  place — presenting  tbe  lib 
considerations.  It  was  therdiare  tbou^t  dksI 
expedient  to  unite  them,  and  oonstrnct  btn 
north  to  south  a  great  interior  artery  in  ^ 
body  politic,  with  which,  when  perf'eclei  other 
and  less  extensive  intersections  mi^t  be  nriBel 
by  the  States,  or  this  Government,  ts  (man 
exigencies  might  reqiure.  True,  a  road  fMi 
Buffalo  to  New  Orleans,  in  a  direct  oomM^ 
would  not  pass  through  this  city,  and  tbit  > 
the  reason  for  the  course  which  is  made  ici" 
delineation  in  the  bill.  But  Wasbrngton  bciif 
to  the  body  politic  what  the  heart  is  to  tbe  stl- 
nrol  body,  (all  the  great  operations  of  T^ 
Government  being  carried  on  here,)  it  isow* 
obvious  tbat  this  city  should  be  np«i  the  iif 
of  BHOh  interior  avenne,  if  constructed  to  W- 
ersl  purposes. 

1  will  also,  before  I  qtproach  the  mun  np- 
ment,  advert  to  the  reasons  operating  npos  m 
committee,  in  giving  its  preference  to  the  n* 
em,  as  contra^stJDgui^ed  from  the  n]etRiF°E- 
tui  and  middle  routca.  It  is  only  necessary  t^ 
glance  at  the  map  of  the  country  to  N»w  "T 
leans,  in  order  to  see  that  a  road  from  ^ 
place  to  that  city  cannot  be  construetcd  iip<^ ' 
meridian  line,  because  npon  such  line  j^ 
course  would  intersect  the  summit  ridgwofw 
lofty  Alleghany,  where,  in  many  instsncei,  ti* 
foot  of  man  has  been  sddom  placed ;  iw  I 
suppose  it  is  not  expeoted  by  aniens  tbstov 
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oondnot  Bhoald,  in  this  partionlar,  oonform  to 
the  sooient  Bonuui^  in  a  striot  adherence  to 
dirooC  oonrw^  r^^dlaas  of  all  other  conridera- 
tions.  Xhia  road,  if  made,  must  be  carried 
north  or  south  of  the  Bine  Ridse ;  and  the 
qaeation  ia,  on  whioh  aide  HhoU  it  ran !  It 
mnst  be  admitted  that,  for  mail  pnrpoeea,  this 
road  Toold  be  beneficial  on  either  side,  b^ond 
whioh  tittle  benefit  ooold  be  expected  from 
either  of  the  eoathem  rontes.  What  are  the 
fiictaf  The  Bouthem  roates,  aa  Borrejed,  both 
ont  at  right  angles  all  the  navigable  rirera  and 
roods  of  the  sonth,  rouning  from  the  monn- 
tnina  to  the  seaboud,  the  metropolitan  at  the 
head  of  stoop,  and  the  middle  at  the  bead  of 
boat  navigation.  What  follows  ?  For  war  and 
oommeroial  uses,  the  tieneflt  of  snoh  improve- 
ment on  either  line  conld  o&l;  sabserve  those 
great  porpoaes  on  the  short  distances  between 
the  points  of  intersection.  What,  furthermore, 
la  the  fact?  Oommsroa  ia  carried  on  from  the 
jnonntiuna  to  the  seaboard;  defensive  operations, 
in  war,  oeoessari!;  most  ran  In  the  same  chan- 
nel ;  tiia  road,  then,  to  the  Oarolinas  and  Gteor- 
gia,  upon  either  roate,  leads  from,  not  to,  the 
aealward,  to  which  the  militarj^  arm  of  the 
Boath  most  ever  be  extended.  Nobodj  can 
believe,  that,  with  a  seaboard  so  extensive  as 
that  belonging  to  the  Oarolinas  and  Geoi^a, 
and  with  a  population  of  the  character  wliioh 
is  found  amongst  them,  their  physical  force  is 
to  be  ftimishea  to  Mobile,  Peneaoola,  or  New 
Orleans,  in  case  of  invasion.  It  is  therefore  to 
the  seotion  of  coantrj  intersected  hj  the  west- 
ern rente,  that  Mobile  and  the  Qnlf  of  Mexico 
mnst  look  for  their  sapport.  Moreover,  this 
bill  is  to  constmot  a  Toad  tiirongh  the  heart  of 
the  oonntr;f  to  New  Orleans ;  neither  of  these  < 
rontes  reach  that  point,  but  each  terminates  on 
the  Tombigliee  River,  in  Alabama,  and  con- 
nects with  New  Orleans  hj  descending  to  the 
bay  of  Mobile,  and  thenoe  aronod  bj  wat«r. 
On  this  plan,  what  woald  be  the  nt^ty  of  a 
great  part  of  this  road,  apon  the  sapposilioa  of 
Mobile  or  the  bay  being  occupied  by  an  ene- 
my's fleet  t  nseless  to  a  great  ext«nt.  Sir,  I 
now  hold  in  mj  hand  the  map  of  the  several 
Borveys  made  bj  the  engineers,  from  whioh  it 
will  ba  seen  that,  if  an  entire  land  commnnica- 
tion  were  not  the  object,  the  western  rente,  on 
accoont  of  distance,  independent  of  every 
other  oonwderation,  ia  to  be  preferred.  Why 
Bot  Beoaose^  if  jon  fancy  tlie  Tombigbee 
River  as  the  point  of  terminaUon,  the  western 
route  approximatea,  within  some  thirty  or  forty 
miles,  those  sonthem  rontes  at  that  river  upon 
which  they  terminate ;  that  being  the  fact,  it 
ia  only  necessary  to  see  the  extended  laud  com- 
munication from  that  point  passing  through 
part  of  Missis^ppi  and  Louisiana,  in  order  to 
account  for  the  reason  why  it  is  made  to  ap- 
proxintat«  either,  as  it  regards  diAance  and 

Bat,  as  I  will  have  occasion  to  qteak  more  at 
Urge  in  reference  to  the  western  ronte,  in  fol- 
lowing my  friend  from  Virginia,  I  now  come , 
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to  the  main  issue.  Is  this  road,  and  upon  the 
western  route,  Deoessary  for  the  pnrposea  of 
this  oonntry  on  the  three  great  and  fandamen- 
tal  considerations  whioh  should  combine  in  its 
coostmotdon,  commercial,  m^l,  and  military 
pnrposes!  Following  the  gentleman's  own 
coarse,  I  will  examine  th^  oonsiderationa 
separately ;  and,  first,  commercial  sdvontagea. 
The  gentleman  emphatically  asked,  of  what 
use  is  this  road  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  t 
and  proceeded  to  show  that  it  out  at  right  an- 
gles all  the  navigable  rivers  in  its  course,  and 
woold  not  be  useful  for  commerce.  I  answer 
that  objection  by  saying,  if  his  remarks  bad 
been  Mjptied  to  the  sonthero  routes,  there 
would  have  been  some  justness  in  them ;  l>ut, 
as  applied  to  the  western  ronte,  his  objection  is 
altogether  gratuitoos,  and  is  predicat«d  apon  a 
total  misconoeption  of  facts.  Look,  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  a  map  of  the  country  travereed  by 
this  road,  after  orossiug  into  Uie  valley;  in- 
stead of  intersecting  all  the  navigable  rivers  at 
right  angles,  there  is  but  one  that  is  in  any  tol- 
erable degree  navigable,  for  near  five  hundred 
miles,  (I  mean  the  James  River.)  K  I  recol- 
lect the  ooontry  throagb  which  this  road  is  to 
ran,  between  Staimton,  Virginia,  and  Enox- 
ville,  Tennesaee,  the  only  rivers  upon  which  it 
tonohes,  of  any  size,  are  the  James,  New  River, 
and  Holston.  How  is  commerce  now  carried 
on  throughout  that  section  of  the  oonntry  t  In 
wagons,  if  indeed  gentlemen  will  agree  that 
commerce  can  be  carried  on  in  that  veMde. 
Sir,  I  tell  the  gentleman,  that  my  whole  Jour- 
ney from  this  to  my  residence  (exoept  fifty 
mike)  is  upon  this  very  road,  and  I  can  iuform 
him,  if  he  did  not  before  know  the  fact,  that 
the  merchandise  consumed,  as  fhr  west  as 
Enoxville,  is  now  transported  from  the  eastern 
cities  upon  that  very  road,  bad  as  it  is.  It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  to  see  caravans  of  some 
eight  or  ten  wagons  passing  upon  it  to  the 
West ;  and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  mnst 
ever  be  the  channel  of  commerce  for  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  that  interior  section.  Thia 
road,  tnen,  whether  on  the  McAdom  plan,  or 
that  more  humble,  as  aontemplated  by  the  biU, 
is  all  that  some  of  the  gentleman's  own  fellow- 
oitizens  can  ever  expect;  and  to  them  it  Is 
what  the  m^eetic  rivers  so  eloquently  de- 
scribed by  him  are  to  more  favored  quarters. 
Is,  theu,  die  aooommodation  of  thme  who  ore 
tlirown  so  far  within  the  interior  as  to  be  un- 
touched by  the  refreshing  showers  of  the  Treas- 
ury upon  the  tide  water,  a  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment to  the  representatives  of  the  people  I 


share,  in  the  difficulties  of  their  oonntry,  what- 
ever may  be  their  portion  now. 

Let  me  tell  the  gentleoian,  moreover,  that, 
in  paeung  beyond  the  western  boundary  of  his 
State,  we  oome  to  a  section  of  this  Unioa  willi 
which  the  individual  who  now  addresses  yon 
has  the  most  perfect  knowledge.  That  is  the 
land  of  his  nativity ;  and  he  takes  the  liberty 
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to  Mv  tlut  he  doM  orrogtte  (o  himwlf  the 
right  to  nxiBk  of  the  wanti  aod  neoeMitiea  of 
thM  people,  OS  well  as  the  eommeroMl  mina- 


eminent  degree.    Little  elM  ia  wantiiw  tbma 
'  '  *    ■'■-'--  -'n  order  to  fiaiah  tbe  pii~ 
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ture  npon  which  is  delioMtAd  i««l  proqwnty. 
There  700  meet  with  m  fertile  soil,  ulnbriooe 
clime,  inexhsQBtible  moontiJiu  of  iron  ore,  fbr- 
nacea  and  forget,  nail  and  sUel  fkotoriea,  wi^ 
water  power  and  ftoilitiee  for  oil  kinds  of  man- 
nfactnres.  Within  die  gentleman's  own  State, 
and  near  to  the  margin  of  this  road,  the  salt 
works,  from  whence  on  Immenw  strM^  of 
oooutrj',  east  and  we«t,  must  (in  the  yery  na- 
tore  of  thinsa)  ever  be  supplied  b;  means  of 
this  road.  What  is  the  (aett  Thai,  indispen- 
Mble  article  for  animal  sohnstenee  is  now 
transported  in  wagons  to  the  Holslon  Biver, 
within  the  district  from  whence  1  came ;  snd 
then,  relying  npon  the  bonnty  of  Heaven  to 
famish  rain  to  swell  the  tide,  is  now  transport- 
ed to  all  that  stretch  1^  oonntry  above  the 
Mnsde  Shoals.  The  adrantagea  of  that  section 
of  cor  common  ooontry  do  not  stop  here.  Its 
fociliiies  in  producing  aubaistenoe  for  lire  Etock, 
and  all  the  neoeesary  means  of  hDmao  comfort, 
are  not  anrpaBsed  by  any  other,  quarter.  Yet, 
what  is  the  fact  in  relation  U>  that  bigtilj 
l&Tored  country  ?  They  have  nature's  rude 
works  to  contend  with  in  tlieir  interoonrse 
with  their  fellow-citJuns  of  ■4ioining  Ststos. 
Need  I  tell  this  committoe  that  the  edge  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  is  blunted,  for  ihe  want 
of  some  channel  through  which  to  dispose  of 
the  snrplns  products  of  that  valley  t  Let  facts 
speak  for  themselves.  When  wheat,  that  in- 
dispensable article  of  man's  subsistence,  com- 
manded from  a  dollar  !<>  a  dollar  and  a  ijnarter 
per  bn&hel  in  other  qnart«rB  of  this  Union,  it« 
ourrent  price  there  was  from  thirty-three  and 
a  third  to  fifty  cents.  Why  was  this!  Be- 
cause of  the  want  of  ootlets  to  market.  60  in 
relation  to  iron  and  all  the  other  products  and 
manufactures  in  that  quarter ;  and  what  has 
been  the  consei^nenoe !  Hany  of  the  citixens 
of  that  part  of  East  Tennessee  fixim  whence  I 
oam&  have  sacrificed  their  lands  and  surren- 
dered tlieir  local  attaohmenta,  and  have  gone  to 
other  less  eligible  ritnations  (in  most  respects) 
in  order  to  gun  a  location  wnere  the  products 
of  the  labor  of  the  hi^bandman  would  promise 
a  Just  equivalent,  by  reason  of  being  permit- 
ted to  enter  into  the  markets  of  the  seaboard. 
Tbns  much,  without  going  minutely  into  de- 
tail, in  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question,  as 
to  the  neoessity  and  commerual  otility  of  this 
road. 

The  gentleman  next  examined  into  the  ntil- 
ity  of  this  road  for  mul  pnrposes.  In  that 
point  of  view,  he  has  oonoeded,  to  some  extent. 
Its  utility ;  but,  upon  counting,  in  dollars  and 
cents,  its  cost  and  inoorae,  he  has  idso  pro- 
nounced upon  it  his  unqualified  nef^tive.  If 
the  geutlemau  imagines  that  the  most  sanguine 


friend  of  this  measore  ever  oalcolstad  npco  Iks 
road,  wbm  oomideted,  either  apcn  tlw  |te 
proposed  by  the  InD,  <^  anj  ouer,  beiig  da 
prodnctlve  soaree  of  revenoe  to  the  Govm- 
met,  I  tell  him  that  he  is  labofing  tuider  a  mM 
gron  delusion.  &r,  it  was  never  dresraed  ft 
bj  any  one  of  its  friends.  Bnt  it  wss  bditnd 
that  tiiis,  combined  with  Oae  otim  cardinil  in- 
ducemeDta  for  such  work,  (I  umbu  the  isiitiiT 
and  oommercial  nses,)  wonld,  wban  tskm  to- 
gether, pTcaeat  almost  irreristible  indncemob 
to  the  National  L^idatnre.  Do  gatdona 
calculate  the  oet  ineome  of  all  tbdr  ireigfa^ 
appropriations  to  the  maritime  dofenee  of  tbt 
ooontry  t  Did  they,  in  the  oonstniclioa  of  tlie 
great  Gnmberlmd  road,  keep  in  vieir  lb 
restoration  of  its  ooet  in  dollars  and  ceaal 
No  I  Like  this,  it  was  a  matter  irf  nsticoil 
concernment,  and  was  embarked  in  npoo  nun 
Uberal  and  enlarged  views  than  those  wbiii 
the  geutteman  would  now  extend  to  this.  Bit 
let  us  look  at  it  as  a  mere  poet  road.  Thiiii 
now  the  rate  of  mail  traosportatioa  spon  tliM 
route  I  If  1  am  not  misinfiKined,  it  wiH  mr- 
age  about  fifty  dollars  a  mile.  Whst,  i<  il 
probable,  would  be  the  reduction  npon  Ch«  mi 
when  oom[deted  t  Gpoo  a  fair  csMittog, 
one-half  the  present  amonnt  of  traospniitica 
wonld  be  eaved,  taking  into  oonrndcrstim  Hh 
increase  travel  upon  it,  and  othw  adnnlig* 
to  result  &om  its  improvement.  Thia  id  itnf 
would  prodnoe  some  forty  thousand  ddluii 
a  saving  to  the  Oovemment,  to  say  nothiiiitf 
the  importance  of  reducing  tiie  time  of  titvd. 
I  now  pass  on  to  the  use  of  this  road  to  At 
military  operations  of  the  Government  is  tiw 
of  war.  Sir,  whatever  the  gentlenitn  suf 
think  of  it,  this,  to  me,  is  the  primary  isdow- 
ment.  What  I  have  said  in  relation  lo  At 
looal  benefits.  In  a  commercial  point  of  n«^, 
to  result  fh>m  the  measnre,  I  wish  to  be  di^ 
tinctly  understood  as  being  aoocssOTy  ti^  M 
consequent  upon,  this  paramonnt  oonsidentm 
national  defence.  This,  instead  of  fiiniiit>i>< 
an  objectiou  to  such  improvements,  on  tb«  «■• 
trary,  establishes  their  importance,  in  t  o*- 
tional  point  of  view.  Wh«i  was  it,  or  »1>« 
that  a  work  of  improvement,  oondaeing  la  w 

aral  good,  did  not  also  address  itsdf  toi» 
interests  of  more  or  less  of  the  atiasi" 
this  oonfederacy  I  This  follows  inevitaUj,  ^ 
cause,  as  a  general  rule,  your  men  tad  nfl^ 
tions  of  war  are  transported  npon  just  s"* 
roads,  rivers,  and  canals,  in  time  of  wsf, "  •" 
used  for  oommeroe  in  peace.  This  is  "'"^ 
because,  in  the  nature  of  thinga,  aM**  *^  " 
made  at  the  same  places  at  which  are  J^ 
great  commercial  deposits.  The  gwilknas  W 
asked  if  troops  and  munitions  of  wsr  »»* 
ever  be  transported  fh>m  Buffalo  to  1^*2! 
leans,  and  tice  ferao.  I  answer,  no.  Ki»°^ 
ever  thought  of  such  thing.  But  it  *»» 
lieved  that,  in  case  of  war,  and  BuAlo  1^ 
becoming  the  theatre  of  that  war,  "WJ"^ 
mnnitit»ie  oould  be  tran^MMied  from  ™^ 
,  nor  of  Pemuylvaoia  and  the  a^aesit  SUM 
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to  that  quarter.  It  was  also  believed,  and  cca- 
fldentl;',  too,  air,  that,  in  the  areut  of  Orleaiu 
being  again  attaoked,  troops  from  Weatem  Vii^ 
ginla  sad  Baatern  Tennessee  coold  be  marobed 
apon  tbis  road  to  its  intersection  with  the  Ten- 
neaaee  River,  and,  when  improved  for  naviga- 
tioii,  ooold  tJience  be  transported  to  the  defence 
of  Orleans ;  whilst  those  parts  of  Alabama, 
Uiaaisaippi,  and  Lonisiana,  eonld  be  marched 
apon  tbis  road.  Sir,  H  was  fnrthermore  be- 
lieved that  Uobile  being  the  point  of  attack, 
West  Virginia  and  Eaat  Tennesaee  were  not 
onl;  interested  in  it  ai  their  natural  ohaonel  of 
ocmtmerce,  bat,  from  their  geographiod  poai- 
tion,  were  the  legitimate  allies  of  taat  defenoe- 
less  point.  This  road,  and  this  alone,  opena  to 
the  sonthem  part  of  Alabana  the  most  speed;, 
natnral,  and  efficient  means  of  defence. 

But,  suppose,  for  ugament'a  sake,  I  were  to 
admit  that  this  road,  nmning  neari;  eqoidis- 
tant  between  the  sonthem  seaboard  and  the 
Ohio,  and  part  of  the  liississippi  River,  would 
not  of  itself  fnmiah  the  fnll  means  of  reaching 
all  the  exposed  parts  on  the  Gulf  of  Ueiico. 
'What  then?  "WoQld  it  follow  that  this  road 
ooght  not  to  be  constmctedf  Sorelj' not  It 
would  only  prove  that,  when  oonstmcted,  the 
full  means  of  facilitating  the  defenoe  of  the 
oomitry  were  inoomplete.  I  will  now  aak  the 
gentleman  from  Vir^ia,  and  all  who  stand  in 
opposition  to  the  passage  of  thia  bill,  where,  on 
this  continent,  can  thej  point  the  finger  to  a 

Krtioa  of  the  Union  through  which  a  road  can 
mode,  combining  the  advantages  that  this 
will  afibrd  1  I  said,  in  the  commencamest  of 
mf  remarks,  that  it  was  intended  for  a  great 
interior  comrannication  from  north  to  sonth, 
with  whioh  this  Giovemment  or  the  States 
might,  from  time  to  time,  connect  other  and 
l«Mi  important  ones,  and  therebj  attach  to  them 
much  of  the  valne  of  tbis  great  improvement. 
Oonstnict  this  road,  pass  the  bill  for  the  road 
from  ZanesviUe,  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama, 
and  yon  do— what!  Yon  place  the  States  of 
Tenneasee  and  Eentncky,  the  troops  of  whioh 
are  disposable,  because  tnat  the;  have  no  fron- 
tJora  of  their  own,  in  tlie  oonditjon  in  which  a 
akilfol  oommwder  wonld  the  interior  force  ia 
the  aqnare  of  his  encampment  Yon  keep  them 
in  readiness  to  pnah  to  eiUier  point  where  dan- 
ger threatens. 

This  being  a  qnerttOD  rabmittod  bj  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  to  the  American  peoide, 
I  ahall  have  failed  in  presentiog  it  in  its  true 
ohuaoter,  if  I  at^p  here. 

I  say  to  the  gentiemanj  and  proclaim  to  the 
American  people,  that  this  roao.  and  npon  llie 
roDte  delineated,  in  part,  in  the  Dill,  so  useless, 
in  his  opinion,  for  militarj  parposes,  Is  the 
identical  road  traversed  by  the  East  Tennesaee 
troops  for  more  than  three  hundred  miles,  in 
search  of  the  enemies  of  their  common  coun- 
try. On  the  margin  of  this  road  it  was,  where 
your  gallant  troops  encountered  the  appalling 
horrors  of  famine,  when  nnon  its  line,  and  not 
&rtber  distuit  Ulan  three  iiaitdred  miles  from 


the  scene  of  their  saSering  and  woe,  there  was 
bread,  and  to  spare.  Eas  the  gentleman  for- 
gotten, or  does  he  sappose  yon  nave,  that,  for 
&e  want  of  this  very  road  during  the  war,  and 
otlier  facilities  in  defence,  countJess  millions  of 
the  pnUio  money  were  squandered  In  the  arti- 
cle M  transportation  t  Sir,  I  will  call  to  the 
recollection  of  my  friend  a  single  fact  connect- 
ed with  this  subject  In  the  vicinity  of  this 
road,  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabama,  the 
Government  was  compelled  to  pay  from  fifty  to 
sixty  dollan  a  barrel  for  fiour,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  the  cnrrent  price,  in  that  part  of 
East  Tennessee  in  which  I  reside,  and  which  is 
intersected  by  tliis  road,  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  eiceeded  from  three  to  five  dollars. 
Let  this  fact,  without  comment  from  ma,  ^>eak 
foriteelf. 

But,  sir,  the  enormia  (^  the  [fflae  attaciied 
to  articles  of  snbeisWnce,  daring  the  war,  was 
not  all  J  your  exhausted  Treasury,  by  reason  of 
improvidence  and  prodigality,  might,  and  has 
been,  replenished.  Sir,  more  than  money 
wasted,  was  the  melancholy  Jeopard  of  human 
life,  occasioned  by  the  exposure  conseqnent 
upon  wading  rivers,  creeks,  and  swampa  on 
account  of  the  want  of  the  very  means  of  de* 
fence  now  contemplated,  and  upon  the  very 
track  delineated  in  this  bill,  which,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  gentleman,  presents  so  uselees  a 
project,  as  to  merit  an  appeal  to  the  source  of 
all  power,  the  people.  I  ask  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  what  estimation  be  places  upon  hu- 
man life  t  Would  he  coldly  sit  down  and  oal- 
onlate  its  worth  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  he  has 
done  the  cost  of  this  road  ?  Sir,  I  answer  for 
him ;  I  know  him  too  well ;  he  wonld  not 
Bnt,  sir,  all  the  arguments  and  inducements 
fiowing  from  the  practical  resnlte  of  the  late 
war  are  to  be  obviated  by  assumptions  of  sup- 
posed results,  which  I  deny.  Tne  gentieman 
says  that  things  are  not  again  to  transpire  as 
they  did  during  the  late  war ;  and  why  t  Be- 
cause, sfud  he,  the  density  of  onr  population 
will  enable  the  frontier  to  defend  itself.  This 
delve  into  ftitarity  is  beyond  my  ken,  and  my 


ibjection  to  it  is,  that  it  bids  defiance  to  expe- 
rience, that  sorest  gnlde.  It  is  qniu  too  flat- 
tering, and  is  based  upon  speculative  opinitoi, 


ag^nst  established  faoU.  In  matt«rs  of  every- 
day concern,  confidence  mt^t  be  elidted ;  bnt 
in  a  matter  of  such  interest  as  the  eafet;  of  the 
republic,  1  have  been  instmeted  in  that  school, 
in  which  it  was  an  established  maxim,  "  Judge 
the  future  by  the  past ;"  to  do  which,  most 
eflbotually,  in  time  of  peace,  prepare  for  war ; 
construct  this  great  road  from  north  to  MUtfa, 
upon  which  yon  will  be  enabled  to  throw  your 
disposable  forces  fW>m  the  centre  to  the  ex- 
tremities, without  jeoparding  life  and  treaa- 
yoor  high-minded  oonntiTmen  and 
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Thubsdat,  Much  2S. 
Fajf  qf  Mtmben. 

Tlie  following  reaolntioiL,  laid  on  the  table  toiat 
iAJt  Aaiya  b7  Mr.  MoDurm,  w«a  Uken  up : 

'^Rfolvtd,  Tbit  tha  CommittM  on  RatnDcbinent 
be  ioBtrncted  to  report  &  bill  proTiding  thU  irhoD- 
ever  tha  flnt  seBiion  of  Consran  ihiJl  cootinue  for 
t  longer  period  thtn  one  hnudied  ud  twenty  d>ji, 
the  per  of  tbe  memben  ihell  be  reduced  to  two  dol- 
Urs  per  dej  ^m  end  »Aer  the  termiiution  of  tbe 
Mid  one  hundred  end  twent;  defl ;  end  tbat  wben- 
erer  the  Kcond  Maeion  of  CoDRresi  ihftU  eonUoiie 
for  e  longer  period  then  ninety  deys,  tbe  pej  of  the 
memben  ebell  be  redaoed  to  two  doUen  per  dey 
from  end  after  the  terminetion  oE  «*id  Dinety  deyi. 

Mr.  MoDums  saJd  that  the  resolotion  spioke 
tt«  own  importance,  and  snperaeded  the  neceeaity 
6t  any  ar^omenta  in  its  BDpport.  He  woald, 
however,  uy  one  or  two  words  on  the  snt^eot. 
The  adoption  of  the  reaolntion,  while  it  woold 
not  impur  tbe  legiHlative  efficiency  of  the 
House,  would  save  at  least  one  month  of  tbe 
time  now  oonmined  by  Oongreaa  at  every  long 
Mi^D.  He  had  made  an  estimate  of  the  sav- 
ing which  this  woald  prodaoe,  and  bad  ascer- 
taSied  iJiatit  would  save  the  sum  of  Beventy-five 
thotuaod  dollATB  each  year  of  its  operation ; 
and  at  the  Mme  time  tbe  pnblio  bnsineaB  would 
be  wdl  done.  He  had  made  another  estimate 
—that  if  Oongress  sat  fire  months,  the  average 
pay  of  tbe  members  would  be  seven  dollars  a 
oay  \  this  was  an  adequate  compensation  \  bnt, 
if  the  members  chose  to  attend  uaidaoiuly  to 
the  pablio  burinesa,  and  complete  it  witliin  the 
time  preecribed,  they  would  still  reorive  eight 
dollaiB.  The  effect  of  this  resolntion,  he  was 
oonfldent,  would  be  to  increase  attenUon  to  tbe 
disobarge  of  public  bn^ess,  without  diminish- 
ing l^e  pay  while  hare.  It  was  nnivaraally 
.  a^^reed  (said  Mr.  MoD.)  that  tbe  "  oompensatiou 
law"  ooatained  at  least  one  wise  priikdple— that 
of  a  salary  oompenaation  inatead  of  a  jmt  dwm 
one.  Tbe  only  objection  urged  agunst  it,  and 
the  cause  of  its  onpopularity,  was,  that  it  was 
Kiacted  by  those  wno  were  to  receive  its  bene- 
fit. He,  however,  differed  from  the  general 
opinion  on  the  advantage  of  tbe  salary  princi- 
ple. He  thought  it  would  operate  as  too  pow- 
erfol  a  sthnnlus  on  members  to  get  tbroogh  the 
public  husinesB,  and  tbat  it  would  be  done  too 
hastily.    His  propointion  combined  both  prinoi- 

Sles,  and  the  advantages  of  both  without  their 
efectB.  In  every  view  of  the  sobjoot,  there- 
fore, he  conceived  it  would  be  one  of  the  most 
effective  measures  of  economy  ever  proposed 
by  Congress,  in  regard  to  itself. 

Mr.  DwioHT  oononrred  in  the  principle  and 
expediency  of  the  proposition.  The  business 
of  Congress  could  be  as  well  done  by  the  first 
of  A^  as  the  first  of  June ;  and  when  once 
the  hmit  was  fixed  for  the  earlier  day,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  oomplettog  all  tbe 
business  which  it  was  proper  to  perform.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  woold  pass. 

Mr.  WuTTTLxaxi  said,  the   object   of   the 


'tmkn  [Hu(a,Utt 

gentleman  from  South  OarcAina  was  to  hMin 
Uie  busineM  before  tbe  Hoiue,  and  thtt  ba 
would  moat  cheerfully  unite  with  him  in  vxat- 
pliahing  it  Bat  be  would  soggeet  to  the  got 
tlunan  whether  his  object  wonld  not  be  locn 


Bonth  Oarolina  has  given  it  as  his  opium  tbit 
tiie  basinese  of  Oongreae  may  be  done  in  finr 
mouths,  take  one  session  with  another.  JCr.  V. 
said  he  thought  if  members  would  fudifoHj 
diaoharge  the  tnist  reposed  in  them,  tM  it 
might  be  done  in  three  months.  We  have 
heeurd  mnoh  said  of  organiring  a  bomnen  paitj 
in  this  Honse,  and  gentlemen  have  patrioQcsUy 
tendered  their  services  aa  privates ;  but  Hun 
spears  to  exist  a  great  reluctance  iguMl 
officering  the  corps.     He  aaid  he  was  one  wb« 


fbrty-flve  members  enter  into  a  solemn  sdptds- 
tion  that  they  will  sustain  a  call  for  the  jcm 
and  nays  whenever  a  motion  sball  be  made  to 
B^Jotuu  before  four  o'clock.  He  woald  lure 
this  corps  persevere  in  keeping  the  Hoiae  i) 
session ;  and  if  one  sbonld  prove  treaebwM 
and  desert,  he  would  have  him  tried  and  shoL 
Notwithstanding  what  we  have  heard  nid 
about  a  business  party,  it  was  no  longer  tiitt 
last  Satarday  that  a  moticm  was  made  to  ad- 
journ at  about  two  o'clock,  and,  on  ■  motica 
to  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  only  thirteen  wen 
foimd  to  sustain  the  call,  when  it  was  knon 
to  gentlemen  that  there  was  public  budnM  <i 
great  importance  to  be  acted  on,  and  it  was  ilw 
bnown  that  tbere  are  claimants  here,  wbo  will  be 
inevitably  ruined  nnleaa  bills  for  tbeir  rdirf 
pass.  We  have  been  in  season  one  bnndn^ 
and  nine  days,  during  which  time  tbe  Hoow 
baa  met  only  seventy-nine  days.  V«  bin 
enacted  thir^-fonr  laws,  where  thebiDiorif 
inated  in  the  House,  and  five  where  thef  orififr 
at«d  in  the  Senate ;  sixty-one  bills  are  besw 
the  Senate  that  have  passed  the  Home,  un 
flfty-fonr  are  before  tbe  House  tbat  hav«  puK^ 
the  Senate.  The  whole  nomb^"  of  billi  im- 
ported to  the  Honse  is  three  htmdedsndaena- 
ty-nine,  and  the  number  of  reeolntions  adopMi 
is  four  handred  and  eighty ;  and  this  una  J 
business  is  to  be  left  onacted  on,  or  soli»st«» 
through,  that  very  few  members  will  biM* 
what  provisions  the  bills  oantaln.  Ths  conei* 
mode  of  legislating  is  to  commence  ths  sM> 
with  a  determinatian  to  attend  t«  biwM»- 
to  prolong  the  daily  session  of  the  Honw,  ">' 
not  a^onm  from  Friday  to  SConday,  Tbeait*' 
offered  by  gentlemen  for  adjonming  hubw 
that  they  have  buriness  at  the  depvm^ 
Mr.  W.  said  he  came  from  a  section  of  tW 
country  where  some  claims  remained  nnsetlM 
and  that  he  found  he  oonld  generally  tno^ 
the  business  confided  to  him  better  by  cwt 
than  by  a  personal  attendance.  The  bnaiH* 
of  the  departments  was  interrapt«d  by  w 
calling  of  the  members,  and  tbe  olhcei^  be  oil 
notbdieve,badany  dsBretoaeatbeai.  It** 


,Coe>^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONCiBESS. 


1,1880.] 


[H.C 


very  rtre  that  an  answer  conld  be  given  at  oaoe, 
and  it  was  geDeraUy  transmitted  throogh  the 
post  office.  He  said  he  oonaidered  the  ezooBe 
n>r  adjooming  over  as  gronndlesEL  and  that  the 
time  was  spent  in  amnsament.  The  proposition 
of  the  KentJemtui  from  Booth  Carolina  wi]] 
pnnijh  t£e  indnstrioas  with  the  negligent  and 
inattentive.  He  was  one  who  believrf,  with  the 
fionrishiDK  condition  of  the  Treasmy,  that  etKht 
dolUn  a  aa.j  was  not  too  mnoh  for  a  member 
to  receive  for  his  services,  if  tiis  time  was  faitb- 
fhll;  bestowed  on  the  business  of  the  Honse. 
He  knew  there  were  members  who  devoted  day 
and  night  to  mature  business,  and  to  attend 
to  it  in  its  progress  tbrongli  the  Honse.  He 
was  onwilling  that  these  shonld  he  cnrtailed  in 
their  dMly  sUovanoe  beeanse  others  were 
remiss  in  their  duties.  The  modification  he 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  is  this:  tbst 
no  member  who  is  not  in  attendanoe  on  the 
House  when  it  is  called  to  order  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  who  shall  be  absent  doring  the  call- 
ing of  the  yeas  and  nays,  without  rendering  a 
fl^sEaotory  exonsa  for  his  absence,  shall  be 
entitled  to  jm-  diem  pay  for  that  day.  Gentle- 
men need  not  apprehend  that  there  is  any  thing 
humiliating  in  rendering  an  ezcnse  to  the 
Speaker,  if  they  are  detuned  from  the  Honse  by 
business  that  oonld  not  be  dispensed  with ; 
mnoh  less  is  there  any  thing  otgeotionsble  to 
the  most  de]io^«  sensibility  in  making  snch 
exoose,  if  the  detention  arises  fWim  sickness. 
He  wonld  go  farther ;  he  wonld  have  a  list  of 
&i6  absentees  published  in  the  papers  that  pub- 
lished the  laws,  so  that  the  constituents  of  any 
member  might  knbw  how  he  spent  his  time 
here.  If  the  people  were  apprised  of  our 
neglect  of  duty,  they  wonld  correct  the  evil. 
The  object  of  having  the  House  composed  of 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  members,  is  to  unite 
the  Intelligence  of  that  nomber  on  every  prop- 
Dsilion  that  is  acted  on ;  but  whoever  will  take 
the  pains  to  examine  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays, 
will  find  that  in  most  cases,  unless  It  be  on  a 
politjcal  or  on  some  great  national  question,  we 
nu«ly  have  more  than  abarem^ority  for  doing 
bnsinesi.  He  would  throw  the  reeponsibility  on 
avery  member,  and  ensure  his  constant  attend- 
uice.  He  said  be  was  wiUiog  to  miite  in  any 
measure  that  would  despatch  the  business;  but 
!ie  feared  the  present  reaolntion  would  not 
icoomplish  that  object — that  we  should  waste 
iie  time  of  the  Beesion  until  we  came  to  the 
lUowoDoe  of  two  dollars  a  day,  and  then  that 
ir«  should  leave  Ibe  bnsineas  undone ;  and  for 
jiat  reason  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the  modi- 
lootjon  suggested  would  be  aaoept«d  by  the 
nover  of  t£e  resolution. 

Jit,  ToQEEB  said,  it  had  been  his  object  to 
iz  the  day  of  adjonroment.  He  was  gratified 
riUt  the  reeolntion  offered  by  his  colleague, 
rfao  gentleman  from  Ohio  s^d  he  believed  the 
>asineB8  of  the  Honse  could  be  done  in  three 
nontlis.  Why,  then,  did  not  the  gentleman 
rote  for  the  proposition,  and  introduce  his  own 
iisa  afterwu^I 


Ur.  GooDENOw  made  some  remarks,  which 
he  eoncladed  by  moving  the  previous  question 
— yeas  43.    So  the  bill  was  not  seconded. 

Ur.  Aleiam'deh  said,  that,  from  his  expe- 
rience here,  and  after  much  reflection  npon  the 
subject,  his  mind  had  been  brought  to  the  con- 
olnsion  that  some  snch  principle  as  the  one 
proposed  in  the  resolution  was  uecessary  to  be 
adopted  by  Congress  to  enable  us  to  do  Justice 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation  with  which  we 
are  charged.  When  (sdd  Mr.  A.)  I  first  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  I  was  of  an  opinion 
that  the  compensation  allowed  was  but  a  rea- 
sonable pay,  considering  the  extravagance  at 
that  day,  and  the  depreciation  of  money.  But 
t}ie  case  is  now  difTerent;  the  value  of  money 
has  appreciated,  and  every  thing  become  propor- 
tienably  cheaper;  and  I  believe  the  only  cor- 
reotiTQ  against  the  abuse  of  the  time  of  Con- 
gress and  mischievous  legislation  of  which  the 
people  have  so  much  right  to  comply  will  be 
fonnd  in  the  remedy  proposed,  which  carries 
along  its  own  limitation  as  to  the  period  of 
our  sessions.  What  (said  Mr.  A.)  has  been  the 
fact  of  late  years  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
our  proceedings,  and  of  which  there  seems  to 
be  no  prospect  of  a  discontinnnnce)  ^hy,  the 
first  three  or  four  months  of  the  first  session 
of  Congress,  sufficient  for  all  the  necessary  pur- 
poses of  legislation,  have  been  Dsaally  con- 
sumed in  idle  and  unprofitable  debate,  con- 
nected with  one's  own  personal  aggrandize- 
ment, or  in  projecting  schemes  for  party  or 
political  purposes,  little  calonkted  to  promote 
the  public  interest.  We  find,  during  the  late 
WOT,  when  tbe  interest  of  the  country  was  con- 
cerned in  conducting  it  to  a  successful  ooncln- 
sion,  amidst  the  most  violent  opposition.  Con- 
gress rarely  ever  sat  the  first  session  beyond 
what  is  now  the  usual  period  of  the  termination 
of  our  labors.  We  are  necessarily  led  to 
inquire  into  the  causes,  and  see  if  there  ez^ts  a 
necessity  for  it  or  no.  I  can  perceive  but  two, 
and  two  only,  neither  of  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  longer  Justify  a  continuance  of  the 
practice. 

The  attention  of  Congress  having  been  with- 
drawn from  the  theatre  of  war,  it  was  thrown 
upon  the  domestic  concerns  and  relations  of 
the  country,  with  many  of  which  it  had  noth- 
ing to  do;  and  hence  have  sprung  up  ail  the 
unhappy  differences,  local  divisions,  and  calam- 
ities, with  which  we  are  surrounded,  that  have 
goaded  on  the  people  to  a  state  of  desperation. 
This  Government,  from  having  been  confined 
to  our  external  relations  chiefly,  and  a  few 
Internal  regulations,  has  undertaken  to  regnlafe 
the  whole  labor  and  industry  of  the  country, 
and  thereby  drawn  within  its  vortex  a  sum  of 
legislative  powers  properly  belonging  to  State 
Jurisdiction. 

The  great  evil  of  this  Govern  men  t,  as  of  every 
other,  and  of  which  the  peo{>le  ere  oonvinoea 
more  and  more  every  day,  naving  experienced  it 
in  a  greater  degree,  probably,  than  any  nation 
under  the  sun,  is  the  unmense  mass  of  l^islatton 
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witb  which  thej  are  •fSicted.    Bcaideg  fom 
and  twentj  Btote  Govenuneots,  acting  directlj 
upon  them  once  a  year,  the^  have  an  annual 
Federal  Legialatiire,  with  all  its  ranufications 
and  oomiptioDB  preying  npon  them  with  a 
cormorant  B  upetit«,  to  a  decree  beyond  haman 
enduranoe.      While  I  adnut  in  Uieoiy  it  ii 
perhapa  the  mort  beaatifa]  in  the  world,  when 
confined  within  ita  proper  limits;  in  practice,  I 
am  not  sm«,  without  reform,  it  will  prove  the 
BUMt  tyrannical  and  oppreanve  that  the  ingeun- 
ity  of  man  ooold  have  devised.     What  does  it 
matter,  whether  the  people  are  taxed  ' 
republic  or  a  despotism  I    it  is  all  tlie  sai 
them :  and  it  seems  that  iqjnstice,  violenoe, 
and  rapme  can  be  as  well  exercised  in  the  one 
as  the  other.     Nay,  more  secnrely,  becwue  it 
worlu  by  stealth  nnder  a  false  denomination. 
Now,  sir,  ss  I  have  no  well-groimded  hope  of 
an  amendment  in  Uieir  condition — as  I  perceive 
the  same  legislative  conrse  which  has  been  pi 
■ned-for  seTeral  years  past,  is  likely  to  be  oc 
tinned — the  same  system  of  taxation  and  n 
eqnal  distribution  of  the  fnods  of  the  nation 
be  kept  op  as  heretofore,  I  mnst  look  ont  I 
the  best  protection  for  them  that  I  can,  agaii 
what  I  conceive  to  be  their  own  worst  enem; 


— too  much  l^alation.  And  this,  I  think,  wiU 
be  found  in  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the 
members.  I  know  it  to  be  a  delicate  sal^ec^ 
which  touches  the  nerrous  sensibility  of  every 
one.  Bat  if  we  are  in  earnest  in  the  profea- 
dons  that  were  given  to  the  people  at  the  com- 
ing day  of  a  reform  in  the  abnsee  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  administration  of  sfEurs,  and  which 
they  have  so  mnch  right  to  expect  at  our  hands, 
let  OS  go  into  the  good  work,  and  show  a  devo- 
tion worthy  ttie  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
After  the  example  set  ua  by  t^e  Eieoative  head 
of  this  nation,  who  has  gone  forward  with  a 
flnnnesa  and  deciaon  that  be^>eak  hia  charac- 
ter holing  thi«  langna^  on  his  elevation,  that 
"  the  reoent  demonstration  of  public  sentiment 
inaeribca  on  the  list  of  Executive  duties, 
oharaotera  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  the 
task  of  reform; "  relying  npon  onr  co-opera- 
tion, we  should  be  nnfwthful  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  ns,  were  we  to  halt  and  hesitate  in  so 
eventful  a  crisis.  What  has  been  done  in  this 
respect  after  the  laborious  and  faithful  investi- 
gation of  the  Committee  on  Ketrenchment  tbe 
last  session,  and  the  parting  voice  of  the  able 
chairman  who  committed  to  his  sncceasors  tJie 
charce,  with  tbe  hope  that  it  might  be  proee- 
cnted  to  a  successful  issue  for  the  Deneflt  of  tbe 
people  ?  Nothing  but  the  discontinuance  of  the 
dVaoghtaman  of  this  House,  while  the  other 
measures  rest  silently  on  your  table,  ot  steep 
the  sleep  of  death  wiUiin  the  bosom  of  the  com- 
mittee itself.  This  is  one  of  the  measures  they 
recommended  to  our  attention. 

I  take  it,  sir,  there  are  two  principles  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  which  mnst  always 
enter  into  tbe  character  of  every  legislative 
body.  The  one  of  interest,  the  other  of  honor. 
If  it  were  possible  wholly  to  attain  the  latter, 
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it  wonld,  no  donbt,  be  tiie  best  snd  HUb 
the  country.  But  as  it  is  consider«d  irith  « 
that  tbe  "  laborer  ia  worthy  of  his  hin,"  nd 
it  is  not  expected  that  any  person  ctn  ioti 
here  without  a  reasonable  compensstiix,  tb 

nt  object,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  1o|M>- 
I  the  happy  combination  of  tbe  tro,  a 
BDch  manner,  that  while  the  one  ofieniinS- 
cient  induoement  for  talents  and  viiiiu,  ik 
other  destroys  the  temptation,  Thii,  1  Iliiit 
will  be  accomplished  by  the  propoBtimiMT 
before  ns. 

Uoderate  salaries  are  consistent  with  the  ^ 
and  principles  of  onr  Institntitmsj  and  iiipi» 
portion  as  thevalnetrfonrownpajiseniiuia^ 
does  it  r^^ulate  every  thing  else  coDnectad  riti 
the  operations  of  Govemmrait.  I  coafes  list 
I  bare  no  fMth  in  any  improvement  bsingiBidt 
in  other  reapeoti^  nntil  we  direct  oni  sttoiiis 
here.  I  do  not  soy  that  it  will  be  prapstt 
follow  up  this  exam^e  in  regard  to  ell  tlw  ote 
officers  of  Government,  as  proposed  by  i  raafe 
tiou  now  on  year  table,  because  these,  innw 
respects,  depend  upon  entirely  distinct  priD» 
plea.  If  they  are  futhful  and  vigikat  in  dw 
respective  places,  it  is  but  right  that  thej  iboili 
receive  a  juat  uid  adequate  compaiinlissfii 
their  aervicea. 

But  the  nation  expects,  and  has  a  ri^to 
demand,  something  at  onr  handa,  in  rdi&a  » 
those  great  and  important  eipeoditnree  rlsi^ 
have  been  so  waalefnlly  and  eilnngwllj 
lavished  away ;  and  there  seems  no  likeliM 
at  present,  of  any  change  for  the  better  id  tU 

As  the  hope  is  a  vun  one  which  1  eoto^ 
of  any  thing  like  a  recvrrenoe  to  the  «p* 
principles  of  tiie  Government,  tbe  oalj  wQ 
and  secnri^  for  the  petwk,  that  I  c«a  i»  rf 
be  in  the  eoonomioal  administration  ef  w> 
in  evwy  department  thereot  And  1  rtik" 
think  this  wUl  at  last  befbond  tbe  onlydicUW' 
tion  betweuiarepnblicanandraoiisTahicsl'i''' 
of  Government.  Whether  even  this  ihifl  ij 
iplished,  we  have  yet  to  lean.   Frcu  n 

.  iition  that  bos  been  manifeeted,  tW*^ 
ress  of  measures  before  this  House,  ■''^ 
character  of  some  that  have  paaed  frwu  t*"* 
^3,  we  are  met  with  despair  evui  ^j" 
what,  then,  I  ask,  have  the  times  differed  c» 
those  that  have  gone  by )  and  bov  M  ^ 
stand  jostified  before  the  peonle  who  «nW 
to  expeet  important  and  radical  dtisgit|  1 
say  nothing  of  the  head  of  this  adnusiartA 
from  whom  we  have  tbe  aasuranee  thsl,  »■ 
as  depends  upon  him,  he  will  not  be  ttehiw  ■■ 
in  the  great  work  of  reform.  The  dtfa** 
here,  and  he  can  do  but  littie  withoatcff* 
It  is,  I  consdentionsly  believe,  sir,  in  ih*  PT 
of  tbe  members,  offering  an  inducemeot  lo  «■" 
tinue  here  longer  than  is  neoeasry  ^ . 
transaction  of  the  real  butiness  of  the  utM 
doing,  as  they  always  must,  mischiel  »«* 
good  is  unattainable.  I  am,  therelbn,  " 
striking  at  the  root  of  the  evU,  wd  muiflj 
seat  become  here  what  it  ougbt  b>  b^  w"* 
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the  post  of  honor  ttun  of  profit.  I,  therefore, 
tball  give  mj  cordial  support  to  the  propodtion 
low  before  the  Honaa,  with  a  hope  that  it  ma.7 
>e  referred  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  CoDLTift  then  rose,  bat  the  Speaker  bav- 
ag  aoaonnced  that  the  hour  had  elapsed,  the 
IbcQsnoa  was  arrested. 

Buffalo  and  Nwa  Orltant  Road. 

On  the  motion  of  Hr.  Hbhphill,  tiie  House 
*«ao1ved  itself  into  a  Cominittee  of  the  whole 
Souse  OQ  the  etate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hitnxb 
n  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  coDsideration  of 
dte  bill  "to  constTQct  a  national  road  from 
Buffalo,  bj  Washington  dtj,  to  New  Orleans." 

Hr.  Cjisaoir  asid,  the  aupportem  of  the  bill 
U^ed  the  importanoe  of  its  poasage  npon  four 
^oeral  oonsiderations,  to  wit:  Commercial, 
Political,  Militarr,  cuid  the  TraDBportotion  of  the 

tiBii. 

The  constituljoiial  powers  of  Oongress  to  sot 


>m.  Upon  all  snbjecta  of  this  kind,  (said  Mr. 
3.,)  inTOlving  constitutional  qnustions,  which 
lave  been  dtaoDaaed  ^oe  I  occupied  a  seat  in 
Ilia  Honse,  I  hare  etndionsly  avoided  entering 
nto  the  debates  npon  them.  I  have  done  bo, 
br  the  ver?  plain  reason  that  my  vocation  is 
iiat  of  a  farmer ;  and  well  knowing  that  it  re- 

inired  professional  scienoe  and  deep  research  to 
Incidate  and  give  satJs&cljan  upon  those  oriti- 
sal  poiuts  upon  which  men  of  eminence,  patriot- 
BOL,  and  distinction  differ.  Under  these  cir- 
iamstauces,  I  ma;  well  be  permitted  to  be,  if 
lot  without  hope,  tX  least  Uto  diffident  of  m; 
>wn  opinion  npon  constitational  quBstions,  to 
mnble  the  Uonse  with  the  reasons  upon  which 
ixj  ore  founded.  Tet,  as  1  am  the  represent- 
ttiva  of  ao  intelligent  and  most  eicolient  com- 
nnnitj,  and  as  1  have  to  act  under  the  obliga- 
jona  of  an  oath ''to  support  the  Constitution 
rfthe  United  States  " — that  charter  under  the 
^naranties  of  which  we  can  alone  act  here— it 
a  incumbent  upon  me  to  look  into  that  charter, 
ud  well  examine  the  powers  which  it  extends 
'a  as,  and  to  act  in  accordance  with  mj  own 
riewB,  however  crude;  for,  sir,  on  ail  qnestions 
n  which  oonsdenoe  la  involved,  the  decision 
nnat  be  made  by  that  tribunal,  from  which 
lMr«  is  no  appeal;  and  however  great  our  re- 
elect and  deference  for  the  opinions  of  others, 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  we  are  thrown  I>ack  npon 
mrselves,  and  must  alone  depend  npon  our 
jwn  views  wf  right  or  wrong. 

But,  whatever  my  views  may  be  of  the  con- 
Aitntional  powers  of  Congress,  or  however 
iverse  to  bills  of  this  kind,  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  wholly  useless  to  urge  them  here ;  and  if  J 
ihonld  not  be  suspected  of  on  attempt  at  rheto- 
rical flourish,  I  would  aay,  that  yuu  might  as 
irell  attempt  to  dissolve  those  marble  oolamns 
which  support  the  canopy  of  this  hall,  by  blow- 
ing npon  them  the  breath  of  your  nostrila,  as  to 
convince,  by  force  of  argument  or  powers  of 
doqaenoe,  those  who  have  made  op  their  opin- 


ions, or  who,  from  the  force  of  (orcnmstanoea, 

will  not  be  convinced. 

Vee,  it  would  be  worse  than  idle ;  for  all  the 
experience  which  I  have  had  upon  this  floor 
but  strengthens  me  in  the  conviction,  that  if 
rued  with 


effect,  it  will  be  in  other  halls— not  ti 


But 


look 

upon  that  as  the  last  rnort,  resulting  from  in- 
snfTerable  oppression  which  a  minority  may  be 
forced  or  driven  to,  when  it  would  oease  to  be 
patriotism  to  submiL  Bnt,  shonld  that  ever 
arrive,  (which  may  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
arertl)may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the  world 
may  then  bid  a  long  farewell  to  all  republics, 
and  to  the  righte  of  imani 

But,  whilst  I  disolum  any  thing  like  a  diapo- 
ntion  to  distuion  iu  the  remark,  it  may  be 
proper  here  to  say  that  it  partakes  something  of 
the  nullifying  doctrines,  which,  while  they  oro 
more  pacifio  in  their  nature,  will  be  found  to 
be,  in  my  opinion,  as  effectual  in  their  resolta. 
Upon  a  mors  proper  occasion,  I  may  give  my 
views  fully  upon  uiis  subject  ot  "  nullification,'' 
as  it  has  been  denominated  in  the  other  branch 
of  this  legislature.  Bat  as  I  am  somewhat  the 
creatnre  of  impulses,  I  ahall  be  governed,  in  this 
partionlarj  by  subsequent  feeling  and  reflection. 

My  design  is  to  speak  of  the  expediency,  or 
rather  inexpediency  of  this  measure ;  not  that  I 
can  odd  any  thing  to  the  powerful  oi^ument  of  the 
justly  distinguuhed  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub,)  for  the  grounds  which  he 
took  were  so  Mly  and  ably  occupied,  that  he  has 
left  little  to  he  said  by  others.  I  shall,  however, 
take  the  same  side  of  the  question;  not  that  1 
shall  beabletoshedanewrayof  light  upon  the 
subject,  but  for  the  reason  that  the  oird  of  more 
humble  flight  may  sometimes  see  what  the  eagle 
overlooks. 

The  supporters  of  this  bill  do  not  claim  the 
power  under  wUoh  they  act,  as  expressly  dele- 
gated by  the  constitution,  bnt  as  an  incidental 
power;  or,  in  other  words,  asameon  necessary 
to  carry  intoeffecl  some  of  the  expressed  powers. 

Admitting  this  poeition  to  be  correct,  and 
which  I  do  to  a  certain  bat  limited  extent,  the 
question  then  naturally  arises,  does  the  exigency 
of  the  country  demand  at  our  bands  the  exer- 
cise of  those  incidental  powers,  or  the  use  of 
those  mewia,  to  effect  any  of  the  objects  con- 
templated by,  those  powers  eipresaly  delegated  ? 
Andif  so,  another  question  will  also  arise;  Will 
this  road  meet  those  exigencies,  and  effect  the 
otfjectt  To  both  of  these  propositions,  1  answer 
in  the  negative  moat  poaitively.  There  is  no 
necessity  which  demands  at  oar  hands  the  ap- 
plication of  the  pnblio  fnnds  for  purposes  of 
this  kind.  Ndther  the  "  common  d^ence,"  nor 
the  "general  welfare,"  demandsit.  And  if  the 
secarity  of  either  of  the  points,  to  which  this 


plication  of  our  treasure,  I  ask  in  the  name  of 
oommon  sense,  air,  if  thla  rood,  a  mere  paltry 
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evthea  wa,y,  would  afford  the  wearitj  de- 
uredT 

But,  four  general  ooorideratione  have  be«n 
urged  Id  Biipport  of  the  bill,  and  the;  ma; 
troij  be  Bald  to  be  moat  pliant  oonriderationa ; 
for  they  are  bronght  to  bear  upon  all  anbJeetB 
of  internal  improvement,  reqniring  the  pnbli 
lands  or  the  pnblio  mone;. 

It  Bball  be  my  object  to  ahow  that  not  one  of 
those  oonBiderstioDs  reqnirea  that  thia  road 
■honld  be  made.  I  afaall  take  them  np  in  the 
order  in  which  I  find  them  in  the  report  of  the 
engioeera  made  to  thitt  Uonae  at  the  first  aee- 
aioD  of  the  nineteenth  Oongreea.  And  the  first 
In  order  is  it«  commercial  advantage. 

It  baa  been  gravetj  maintained  that  this  road 
ia  all-important  aa  a  line  of  intercommnmea' 
tioD  between  distant  points  for  the  fhtulities  of 
commercial  interconrae,  and  the  transportation 
of  prodnce  and  merchandise.  Now,  air,  admit- 
tine  the  oonBtitDtionalitj-,  and  the  propriety  of 
making  roods  for  oommercial  pnrposes,  is  there 
anj  one  who  aerionsl;  believes  that  this,  or  any 
other  road,  can  poeMblj  be  brought  to  compete 
succeesfulij  witn  the  mi^ty  father  of  rivers, 
and  its  tributary  ■treamst  What,  sir!  change 
the  channel  of  produce  from  the  finest  rivers 
in  the  world,  with  the  powerfnl  agency  of 
steam,  propelling  boats  hundreds  of  miles  in 
the  twenty-fonr  hours,  with  a  mere  "  earthen  " 
roadl  Vhen  the  mighty  Missonri  shall  turn 
her  current  bock  upon  her  source,  and  fbroe  a 
passage  through  the  Rocky  Monnttuns,  and 
empty  her  vast  tribute  of  waters  into  the  Pa- 
cllic,  and  the  beantifiil  Ohio  shall  be  brought 
tbrough  the  tnunel  proposed  to  be  cut  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Mkroib,)  and 
pour  her  waters  into  the  Chesapeake,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  let  the  gentleman  propose  the 
oooetruotion  of  roods  through  that  region  of 
country  for  commercial  purposes. 

But  what  kind  of  roaa  have  we  proposed  to 
ns  by  this  bill  t  "  An  earthen  road,''  sir.  Tee, 
dr,  a  miserable,  paltry,  earthen  road.  The 
honorable  chairman  and  his  committee  have 
not  only  fallen  far  in  the  rear  of  the  march  of 
edenoe  and  the  arts  in  road-making,  but  they 
have  gone  entirely  baok  to  dden  times. 
Earthen  roads  were  the  first  system  of  inter- 
communication known  to  man.  They  were 
enperseded  by  turnpikes,  as  they  are  called, 
which  consiated  in  the  application  of  stone, 
gravel,  and  other  materials,  which  improved 
uie  fonndation,  and  made  it  capable  of  bearing 
greater  weight.  Mr.  McAdam  has  improved 
upon  those  roadsj  by  a  peculiar  and  r^nlor 
method  of  preparing  and  applying  the  stone ; 
and  from  his  celebrity  in  his  improvements,  has 
arisen  the  name  of  HcAdamizea  roads. 

But,  above  all,  is  that  highest  effort  of  the 
human  intellect,  in  perfecting  a  system  of  road 
intercommunication,  which,  for  ease,  safety, 
and  expedition,  challenges  the  astonishment 
and  admiration  of  the  world. 

That  system  which  has  outstripped  csnala, 
and  ruined  their  stocks  in  England ;  and  that 


system  which  will  supenede  canals  hm,  m 
well  as  all  other  synems  of  the  kind,  wtdd 
have  been  derised  by  human  ingeaui^-'jt^ 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  froDi  Virpb 
(Mr.  Uebobb)  must  bear  the  appaDiiig,  tbt 
heart-rending  fact,  that  thia  mi^ty  mouma^ 
(Ches^>eake  and  Ohio  Canal,)  which,  bt  pm, 
he  has  been  laboring  wilii  a  zeal  and  eiettioa 
to  erect  to  his  memory,  and  whl^  bo  dall^ 
he  had  fondly  hoped  would  transmit  tu  una 
down  to  the  latest  poatarity,  must  M,  ml 
must  give  place  to  the  superior  imprornHBl 
of  raitfoads.  I  could  sympathize  with  Out 
gentleman  if  I  did  not  beUeve  that  a  remedy  ii 
within  his  reach ;  that  is,  to  give  op  bis  a- 
ploded  canal  system,  and  embrioe  the  ivlnad 

Elan ;  and  a  most  happy  opportunity  nor  snia 
im.  Let  htm  unite  the  interest  of  the  «■■ 
pany  over  which  he  now  preeidetL  willi  th* 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rulroad  Gau^, 
and,  by  a  unity  of  action,  and  comnnmitj  a 
feeling,  they  wUl  find  their  interests  nndu^ 
advanced,  and  the  meet  hwpy  results  groiriii| 
out  of  the  srron^ment  I  nope  I  shall  bt  ft- 
doned  for  this  digression.  But  let  me  sA  tit 
honorable  churman  who  Introduced  thisU, 
(Ur.  HiHPHiLL,)  how  he  can  reconcile  it  to  la 
vast  notions  of  grand  and  magnificcot  intoid 
improvements,  and  the  resources  and  Oftasi 
of  this  Government  to  proeecnte  them,  U  ■ 
indefinite  eitent,  as  he  set  forth  in  his  cMtdt 
But  what  is  more,  how  can  he  recoudkitto 
huoself,  to  fall  so  far  behind  the  adrUM  d'it 
age  in  improvements,  as  to  propose  an  "tvft- 
en"  roaa  as  a  means  to  facilitate  oocimmi 
and  promote  the  "oommon  defence  nai  A) 
general  welfare  I "  Now,  if  the  geutkmiii  ^ 
osed  a  plan  for  the  construction  of  *  n3- 
on  some  plan  oommensorate  with  Ihi 
greatness  and  resonrcM  of  this  nalka,  tbm 
would  have  been  some  plausibility  in  hit  tn^ 
menta.  But,  upon  wh&t  have  we  heard  n 
beautifnl  theories  and  high-wrought  figuM** 
bansted  i  Why,  upon  an  earthen  road— i  nM 
of  mud,  liable  to  be  washed  by  eveiy  ri^*^ 
and  subject  to  the  viciatdtudee  and  camtltiM* 

'dent  to  every  season. 
Before  I  take  leave  of  this  branoh  of  the  Mb- 
jeot,  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  brief  pasug*  &* 
the  report  of  the  eng^eeis ;  we  ehall  thn  « 
able  to  Judge  of  their  views  as  to  the  cmaB^ 

'  il  importance  of  this  road. 
I  read  from  the  report  of  the  engiitcn 
which  may  be  found  in  the  9th  volant  of^' 
ecutive  papers,  sesuon  of  182ff-18SG,  ioan*^ 
1C6,  page  23 : 

lo  relation  to  external  commeTce,"  aj  Ik  » 
gineers,  "  it  appear*  to  us  that  a  rud  fhia  Vw 
iDgton  City  to  New  Oiieans  will  not  lAii.'  <* 
transportation,  advantages  of  natioasl  impoittMti 
for  the  road  will  cross  generally  all  ihe  loiti  ni^ 
eourses  perpendicuUr  to  the  coast ;  ud  in  Um  •- 
rectioDS  and  by  niuns  of  which  all  the  Vaf"* 
tiODB  are  effective  which  relate  to  opentHSi  nt "' 
tenial  commerce." 

HoweTer,  we  have  remaiked  in  the  An{M( 
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tut  of  thin  report,  that  tbe  mi^  water  coorua  were 
lamad  b;  the  eulem  route  at  the  head  of  aloop 
lavlgatloD,  and  bj  the  middle  route  at  the  head  of 
•Oti  navigation,  therefore  a  road  in  tbe  direction  of 
Ithetwill  aeeommodate  the  dislricts  through  which 
t  paasai,  for  (be  ttAnsporlation  of  their  produats  to 
iw  narigable  atreanu.  Under  this  local  (mark  tbe 
rords,  gentlemeD,  local,  not  funeral)  point  of  riew, 
be  eitaroal  commerce  will  become  benefited  to  a 
ertain  extent,"  Ac. 

Thns  we  sea  that,  in  tlie  -riew  of  the  engi- 
leera,  thi«  road  would  not  ensare  benefits  gea- 
rtl  in  their  oharscter,  bnt  snah  as  are  merely 
Mai ;  and  even  that,  no  farther  than  to  afford 
Istricte  throagh  which  it  may  paaa  the  advan- 
age  of  transporting  their  produce  to  the  oavi- 
sble  atreanu. 

This  being  the  case,  is  there  anj  one  who 
rill  press  the  application  of  the  national  treas- 
n  (which  should  never  be  disbnrwd  only  with 

view  to  national  objects,  wherein  all  the  parts 
re  eqnally  benefited)  to  pnrposea  local  in  their 
h&racter,  and  that  to  a  limited  extent)  It 
ronld  be  mergine  the  "  general  welfare"  into 
>oal  welfare,  and,  ag^nst  all  print^ple,  the 
reater  into  the  leaser. 

Next  in  order  are  "  political  considerations." 
Bhall  be  brief  apfm  this  branch  of  the  enbject, 
B  there  is  onlj  one  prominent  conuderalJon,  in 

political  point  of  view,  which  can  be  nr^d, 
rnioh  is,  that  roads  and  canals  will  operate  as 
oads  of  nnion,  and  more  strongly  cement  ns 
wether,  and  prevent  a  falling  off  of  the  parts, 
nthont  stopping  to  controvert  the  correctness 
r  the  position,  it  o«rtunly  presapposes  one  of 
iro  things:  either  that  there  is  a  disposition  in 
le  Btatea  to  fly  off  from  the  centre,  or  a  repnl- 
we  action  at  the  centre  to  throw  them  oH,  and 
enoe  the  neceasity  of  these  additional  bonds  of 

Kothing,  tn  my  opinion,  is  to  be  a|^rebended 
om  the  former ;  woold  to  Ood  I  oonld  spy  ao 
inch  for  the  latter  I  If  ever  the  calamities  of 
isniiioD  shonld  be  experienced  by  this  nation, 
le  oanses,  proximate  and  remote,  will  be 
■aoed  to  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  mismanagement  of  this  central  ma- 
linery,  ao  beantifnl  in  its  conception,  and  so 
arfeot  in  its  Btructore,  and  which  worked  so 
armonionsly  whilst  kept  within  tbe  legitimate 
there  prescribed  by  those  mles  expressly  Md 
awn  ior  the  government  of  its  actjon,  will 
one  produce  thoee  fatal  oonseqnences.  By 
r«r]eapinK  here  the  constitutional  bonndaries 
»  clearly  defined,  by  throwing  the  whole  ma- 
linery  out  of  gear,  and  giving  a  looseness  to 
zr  operations,  propelled  on  by  the  force  of 
»mbined  interests,  composing  a  majority 
p^nst  a  minority,  the  latter  will  be  compelled 
>  take  refuge  under  tbe  old  relation  in  which 
le  Statos  stood  to  each  other;  that  of  separate, 
Istioct,  and  independent  aovereignty.  The 
tatea  themselves  will  cling  to  tbe  Union  whilst 
lere  is  a  hope  left  to  rest  on ;  the  oppressions 
r  this  Federal  Oovemment  can  alone  drive 
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Perhaps  if  there  were  ever  a  criMs  in  the  af- 
furs  of  our  Government  which  required  addi- 
tional bonds  to  hold  ns  together,  that  crisis  ia 
now  at  hand.  Bnt  if  this  road  is  to  be  the 
remedy,  the  committee  have  certtdnly  mistaken 
its  proper  location.  Western  Virginia  and 
Eastern  Tennessee  are  not  about  to  fly  off  from 
the  Union,  and  therefore  do  not  reimire  this 
work ;  if  danger  ia  to  lie  apprehended,  it  is 
from  another  quarter.  The  Sonth  is  the  point 
to  which  we  shonld  direct  our  attention.  Oer- 
t^nly  every  political  conuderation  would  direct 
ns  to  the  metropolitan  route.  We  must  encircle 
South  Carolina  with  some  band,  or  she,  from 
report,  will  be  off  at  a  "  tangent,"  and  that  sud- 
denly. But  let  me  seriously  ask  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  committee,  what  stronger  bonds  of 
union  do  freemen  need,  or  the  Stat«s  require, 
than  those  forged  ont,  wrought,  and  put  in 
order  by  the  master  workmen  of  the  revolu- 
tion t  link  connectlag  link,  forming  a  chain 
of  government  more  beantiftil  in  its  principles, 
and  beoeflcial  in  ita  results,  (whilst  acting  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  original  design,)  than  any 
ever  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  man.  What 
waa  this  design !  It  was,  that  all  the  parts 
shoold  share  in  equal  proportion  the  benefits  or 
ii^uries  resulting  from  the  compact;  a  perfect 
reciprocity  was  to  be  observed  and  preserved. 
Under  a  atriot  observance  of  those  sacred  prin- 
ciples, sir,  what  have  we  to  fear!  I  answer 
nothing,  either  from  external  or  internal  causes. 
If  fears  are  to  be  entertained,  they  are  npon 
the  other  eide  of  the  question ;  and  let  me  here 
admonish  gentlemen  who  are  seeking  to  pro- 
vide additional  bonds  of  onion,  by  cutting  ca- 
nals and  constructing  roads,  to  beware  lest  they 
by  their  operations  ont  the  ligaments  of  the 
constitution  which  now  bind  ns  together,  and 
which  form  the  only  sure  and  oertwn  ties  by 
which  we  can  remain  onited.  No  political 
consideration,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  does 
require  the  ooostmotion  of  this  road ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  eminently  demands  the  njjection 
oftbebilL 

"Military  oousideratioos"  are  the  next  lit 
order,  and  to  which  I  shall  ask  the  attention  of 
the  committee. 

The  honorable  ohurman  Qb.  HrmfdillJ  aet 
oat  by  telling  us  that  the  two  points  to  which 
this  road  is  contemplated  to  be  rtm,  are  dan- 
gerously situated,  and  eminently  exposed  in 
case  of  invasion,  &o.,  and  that  this  ia  iiaportant 
as  a  military  road  for  the  transportation  of 
troops  and  munitions  of  war.  With  regwd  to 
the  exposed  situation  of  New  Orleans,  I  beg 
leave  to  differ  entirely  with  the  honorable 
cbMrman.  As  to  Bnfi^o,  I  icnow  bat  very  lit- 
tle about  it,  nor  have  I  aooght  to  know,  because 
I  looked  upon  that  end  of  the  road  as  having 
berai  tacked  on  by  the  committee,  merely  as  a 
meana  of  buying  up  votes,  and  not  that  the 
neceswty  of  the  nation  required  tbe  work.  I 
shall  leave  that  end,  therefore,  in  the  hands  of 
others. 

What  aay  gentlemen  who  urge  this  branclt 
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of  Uie  aabjectt  Wbf,  "that  Kew  Orleaos 
must  alwajB  look  to  TeaneanM,  Keubioky, 
Obio,&c.,  formcDuid  proTiumiB  to  protect  and 
foed  thani  id  time  of  war,"  Well,  I  grant  tliis ; 
but  what  farther  do  thejnrgel  Wh;,  "that 
this  road  must  be  made  to  tranqHirt  these  troopa 
and  provUioDB  upon."  Sow  can  it  be  noesible 
that  snj  man,  in  hia  Bot>er  senMa,  ana  under 
the  influence  of  reoBon,  can,  for  one  tn<Hn«nt, 
entertain  the  belief  that,  if  tbia  road  were  made, 
even  one  soldier  or  solitarj  bRirel  of  proviriona, 
fhtm  Tennessee,  Kentncltj,  Ohio,  or  an;  other 
State  north  of  tboae,  would  trftvel  over  it  I 
What !  brine  men  from  the  State  of  Ohio  acroes 
the  States  of  Eentnckj  and  TenneaBoe  t  Aje, 
and  across  the  Otiio  River,  too,  with  its  current 
teeming  with  at^amboata,  read;  to  wait  the  eol- 
diers  and  provirioiu  to  the  point  of  destina- 
tion. But  no,  the;  mnst  tmdge  throngh  the 
mnda  of  Kentacky  and  Xennessoe,  bj  marches 
of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  per  day,  till  the; 
intersect  tliis  road  (after  crosung  DAvigable  and 
inviting  rivers)  at  Florence,  Alabama;  and 
then  the;  will  have  the  pocnliar  advantage  of 
travelling  this  superb  national  earthen  road 
from  thence  to  New  Orleana. 

I  invite  gentlemen  who  think  despatch  and 
saving  of  time  important  in  militar;  operations, 
to  calculate  how  long  it  would  take  troops  to 
get  to  New  Orleans  b;  this  "  naticmal  road  " 
m>m  Tennessee,  Kentui^;,  Ohio,  fto.,  and  oom- 
paT«  it  with  the  ease,  convenience,  and  de- 
apotoh,  afforded  b;  steam  power  on  the  navi- 
^le  rivers  which  pam  through  those  Stotea  and 
empt;  Into  the  Misaisrippi.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  troops  from  an;  part  of  Kentnck;  or 
Ohio  coald  get  to  New  Orleans  b;  steamboat 
oonve;ance  before  the;  could  reach  Horence, 
in  Alabama,  the  point  of  intersection  with  this 
road,  Doder  this  view  of  the  case,  the  posi- 
tions Md  down  bf  the  honorable  churman, 
(Mr.  HsHPHiti,)  with  regard  to  the  "  exposed 
condition  "  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  neoeeeit; 
of  this  road  as  affording  means  of  defencA,  hil 
to  the  ground,  and  the  whole  superstmcture  of 
argament  based  npon  them  falls  also. 

If  further  arguments  were  ueoessar;  to  show 
the  impropriet;,  na;,  the  eicessive  foil;,  of 
making  this  road  for  militar;  purposes,  ^e; 
would  be  foond  b;  a  recurrence  to  the  histor; 
of  our  last  war,  partioularl;  in  the  operations  in 
the  southern  section  of  the  Union.  There  was 
a  time  when  New  Orleans  was  "dangeroual; 
situated  and  eminentl;  exposed ;"  there  was  a 
time,  sir,  when  that  cit;  was  invaded  b;  a 
powerful  and  weU-<iiBciplined  arm; ;  an  arm;, 
too,  stimulated  to  action  b;  the  "boot;  and 
beaut; "  which  were  promised  them.  This 
was  a  case  of  great  emergenc; — this  was  a  time 
of  deep  and  dreadful  anxiet; ;  but  sufficient  for 
the  ocoasion  were  the  spirits  convened,  and 
hastilj  convened,  for  the  defence  of  the  cit;. 
Yes,  an  arm;  was  convened,  defeated  the  ene- 
my, and  saved  New  Orleans.  What  military 
road,  mode  at  vast  expense  of  time  and  treasure, 
were  those  troops  transported  ovorl     None; 
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swill  i 
find  aeonrity  in  the  strong  ai .    . 

soldiers."  Dangers  ma;  stand  duck  irond 
them;  the;  onl;  stimajate  to  eiertiiHL  Ai  | 
noblest  deeds  ore  done  upon  the  meat  iMc^  \ 
OM  emergencies,  and  the  glory  of  schie™ 
them  is  the  strongest  incentive  to  action.  NcM 
I  sa;  more  ?  Does  the  histor;  of  aQ  aft:  ^ 
have  gone  before  ns,  i»«sent  a  solitai;  emn^ 
of  a  nation,  at  peace  with  the  world,  and  vliM 
polic;  it  is  to  cultivate  and  mwntsin  thuejit- 
(nfio  relatioDH,  preparing  for  the  tnnnwrtitini 
of  troops  by  large  eipeoditnreB  of  pobln  numr 
for  the  construction  of  roads  in  this  tiaeit 
profound  peace !  Bot,  on  the  oootnij,  dgM 
not  all  history  prove  that  the  first  graunk  tb 
world  has  prodnced,  asked  not  rotds  ofB 
which  to  transport  troops  for  the  advsnoecMl 
of  ^leir  military  operatitms  I  Let  me  sA,  vbtt 
engineers  designated  the  route,  or  what  lutiM 
q)propriated  the  funds,  to  construct  a  puMP 
over  Uie  Alps  for  Hannibal  and  his  Cutbip- 
ians,  when  he  poshed  his  conquests  to  the  MT 
wallsofRome?  Or  who  directed  Cmst  to  tta 
point  at  which  to  pass  the  Rubicon,  wlitn  b 
prononnoed  that "  uie  die  was  cast,"  sod  iWk 
the  fatal  blow  at  the  liberties  of  his  ooiuitij  I 

But  to  come  down  to  the  preaaot  tim»-to  , 
things  which  transpired  bat  yeeterdsj,  (B  ibe  | 
other  side  of  the  water.  Did  Nicholas  ti>  to  ■ 
snbjeols  to  raise  a  revenue  to  open  those  piM  : 
through  the  Balkan,  over  which  Diebitscli  !;*  ' 
that  arm;  which  shook  the  Ottomui  anp* 
to  ito  centre!  and  which,  had  the;  not  ta« 
stopped  by  pacific  measuree,  and,  I  toi^t  i^ 
by  the  interposition  of  oth»  Europeau  povcA 
j^ouB  of  the  rising  greatness  and  re90iirM(| 
the  Russian  empire,  the  Christian  Sag  nw 
this  day  have  been  waving  on  tite  walla  of  Cv- 
stantlnople  t  It  is  by  the  energy  of  povon 
minds  and  cqiable  commander^  that  inM 
are  led  to  TicC4>r;  and  glorious  aduenmoB; 
not  by  roads  for  they  might  lead  to  deft*t  ■ 
well  OS  victory.  And  here  let  me  remwt  lU 
those  facilities  to  military  operations  are  riwp 
occupied  by  tlie  strongest ;  and  sneh  s  itff 
might  prove  a  onrse  instead  of  a  bleoiiit  (* 
was  proved,  said  a  gentieman  standiog  vu 
Mr.  Cakson,  Otr.  DiVis,  of  Sontii  CawW 
np<Mi  the  Bladensburg  conrse  last  vk.)  i* 
(reeumed  Hr.  0.,)  but  I  would  rather  loMt* 
argument  afforded  by  the  mention  ii^  '''''^ 
agreeable  subject,  thui  wound  the  pride  of  w 
House  by  recalling  their  recollection  to  '^ 

The  "  transportation  of  the  mail "  Is  tlie »» 
and  last  consideration  to  which  1  shall  lA  "* 
attention  of  the  oonunitt«e. 

I  feel  that  my  strength  is  failing  n»  W 
much  to  go  into  this  branch  of  the  lat^  ■" 
the  extent  I  had  desired.  I  will  lay  it  *»" 
as  my  opinion,  however,  that  the  ''*'"''? 
the  consUtntion  did  not  intend,  by  the  ««* 
"  establish  poet  ofScea  and  poet  roads,''  to  «■- 
fer  the  power  to  constmot  road^  &iL,tntW 
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meaot  that  Oongress  nhoald  designate  the  roada 
over  which  the  mai]  shonld  be  carried,  and  the 
poials  at  which  it  ehonld  he  opened.  I  shall 
not  attempt  an  upuneot^  air,  to  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  thid  constmetion,  hat  it  heing  mine, 
it  is  sofficleDt  to  ^vem  me. 

The  first  inqniry  which  suggests  itself  with 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  <»nBtruotiiig  this 
road  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  is,  does 
■Dj  necessity  for  impediment  exist  to  the  trans- 
portation of  the  maU,  which  reqniree  the  appli- 
eation  of  tbb  nun  of  money  to  remoTe  or  rem- 
•dy? 

Has  the  Post  Office  Department  oompMned 
of  a  want  of  &oilities  in  this  partioalar,  and 
ulced  the  oonstraotioa  of  a  road  at  onr  hands  t 
Or  have  they  even  suggested  the  propriety  of 
the  appropriaiion  of  any  som  of  money  for  pur- 
poses of  the  Itind  I 

They  have  not :  hat,  apon  the  contrary,  we 
are  informed  by  the  very  able  report  of  the  dis- 
tingnished  gentleman  who  presides  over  that 
department,  that  the  facilities  are  now  ample, 
and  will  be  increased  as  the  metuis  of  the  de- 

i'DBtify,  or  the  pablio  rata 
oak  the  attention  of  the  ci 

j«ad  part  of  that  report,  wt___ 

treats  of  the  very  snbject  now  onder  oonndera- 
tion. 

[Mr.  C.  read  the  following  eztraot  from  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  Q«neral :] 

"  The  iniJt  communtc&tion  between  Hew  Orieans 
and  the  seat  of  the  General  G«vemment,  by  wiy  of 
Hobile  and  UonlKomerj,  in  Al■b■mi^  and  Angosu, 
In  Georgia,  will,  from  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
snipg  ye&r,  be  eOecMd  three  times  a  week,  allbrding 
oomfortable  conveyuices  for  trtTellera.  and  the 
wbole  trip  performed  in  the  period  of  two  weeks, 
each  wiiy,  through  the  capitals  of  Tirginia,  North 
OaroUaa,  South  Cftroliua,  uid  Georgia. 

"  Lines  of  fouF'horee  post  coiwhes  will  also  b« 
eatablislicd,  from  the  first  day  of  Jumary  next,  to 
run  three  times  a  week,  both  *^b,  between  NashTille 
and  Uempbis,  in  Tennessee.  This  ImprovcmeDt  was 
deemed  important  to  keep  a  regular  snd  cert^n  in- 
tercourse between  the  Western  Slates  and  Sew  Or- 
leBDS — Uempfais  being  a  point  on  the  Uisaissippi  to 
which  Bteamboats  can  come  at  &U  SEasons  of  the 
year;  it  being  onnlemplated  to  eilend  this  line  to 
New  Orleans  by  steamboatK,  so  soon  as  the  means 
of  the  department  will  justify,  and  the  public  intei^ 
BBt  shall  require  it.  To  give  greater  utility  to  this 
improvement,  a  weekly  Une  of  coaches  will  also  be 
•vlabUshed  at  the  same  time  from  Florence,  in  Ala- 
twma,  (where  it  will  connect  with  the  line  from 
Bnntsville,)  to  BoliTar,in  Tennessee,  at  which  point 
it  will  form  a  J  unction  with  the  line  from  Nashville 
(o  Hemphis." 

Now,  what  more  can  be  required  t  Does 
not  this  report  also  prove  that  steam  naviga' 
ti<m  will  supersede  roads  for  all  purpoeea, 
wherever  it  can  And  VBt«r  for  the  boats  to  ran 
7n?  The  despatch  and  qnioknesa  of  steamboat 
nassage  from  Ifemphis  to  New  Orleans  has 
irawB  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 


[H.  or  B. 

pedition,  beoansa  of  the  advantages  of  steam 
power.  Does  not  this  speak  volumes  against 
the  expenditnree  of  pnhlic  money  apon  roads, 
when  it  must  be  manifest  that  tney  never 
wonld  be  travelled  for  the  pnrposes  pretended 
here  as  the  strong  reasons  for  constructing 
them  t  It  may  be  possible  that,  with  regard  to 
despatch,  and  aaving  of  time,  a  direct  ro^  from 
this  place  to  the  Hississippi  Biver,  thence  by 
ateamhoats  to  New  Orleans,  wonld  IJe  the  beet. 
But,  taking  this  as  granted,  it  does  not  prove 
tlie  neoessity  of  oar  constructing  a  rond  for  the 
porpose.  Roads  are  already  made.  The  mail 
IB  now  transported  from  this  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, seven  times  a  weeli,  in  poet  coaches,  at 
a  cost  of  upwards  of  thirty-fonr  thousand  dt^- 
lars  per  aminm ;  and  this  line,  sir,  as  we  see 
from  the  report  jnst  read,  is  to  be  continued 
three  times  a  week  to  Memphis,  and  from 
thence  to  New  Orleans  by  steamboats.  What 
more  is  wanting  t  or  what  more,  in  modesty, 
can  be  asked  t 

I  shall  now  tnm  my  attention  to  the  relative 
merits  of  the  different  routes ;  and^  if  this  road 
is  to  be  made,  I  think  I  can  show  the  propriety 
of  selecting  the  most  direct  practicable  route. 

For  all  purposes  connected  with'tbe  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  the  saving  of  time,  cost 
of  oonstmction,  distance,  Ac.,  the  most  "  direct, 
practicable  ronte,"  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment I  had  the  honor  to  lay  npon  your  table 
some  days  dnoe,  and  which  was  printed  hj 
order  of  the  House,  and  which  I  shall  ofi^  to 
the  committee  before  I  take  my  seat,  is  cer- 
tainly the  preferable  one. 

I  lay  down,  then,  as  incontrovertible  fitcta, 
that  the  route  I  propose  will  l>e  better,  the  cost  ' 
of  constmction  less,  the  distance  less,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  accommodated  maoh 

Now,  if  I  establish  these  positions,  what 
member  can  refuse  to  vote  fbr  the  amendment, 

whether  he  be  for  or  against  the  bill ! 

tf  r.  Orxio  said  he  should  play  the  hypocrite 
were  he  to  attempt  to  disguise  the  interest  he 
felt  in  the  bill  under  consideration.  Many  of 
the  people  whom  I  represent  (s^d  Mr.  C.)  have 
a  deep  and  direct  interest  in  the  road  which  it 
proposes  to  establish ;  and  if,  under  existing 
circnmstanoae,  I  did  not  give  it  my  hnmhle 
support,  I  should  feel  a  conscious  conviction  of 
mfcepresenting  their  interests,  and  of  betraying 
the  trust  with  which  they  have  honbred  me. 

The  representative,  according  to  my  polttioal 
creed,  is  hound,  in  ul  cases,  eicept  where  the 
constitution  interposes  barriers,  in  this,  or  any 
other  body,  to  reflect  the  wishes  and  iuteresta 
of  his  eonstituenta,  and  not  his  own  individual 
views.  To  do  this  is  happily  felt  by  me  not  to 
be  less  a  duty  than  a  pleasure. 

Althoogh  I  am  one  of  those  who  construe  the 
constitution  as  denying  to  Congress  a  general 
right  to  moke  roads,  even  though  their  extent 
invests  them  with  the  characteristics  of  nation- 
ality, yet  the  peculiar  combination  of  circam- 
stonces  which  exists  in  relation  to  this  snt^eot, 
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at  this  time,  rida  mj  mind  of  all  «croplea  upon 
this  point. 

The  oonstitQtionelitj  of  the  mewnre,  as  I 
ooBceiTe  it,  is  not  now  iaTolred.  The  question 
Ii  not  whether  Congren  pooiewoa,  onder  the 
oonsdtation,  power  to  mace  this  road ;  but  it 
ia,  more  properlj,  has  Congreaa  a  'jslit  to  re-dis- 
tribnte  tbe  surplus  inone^  in  its  ^asnrj,  be- 
yond what  maj  be  neoeaaarj  to  defra7  the  or- 
dhiai7  expenses  of  the  Oovenunent,  and  what 
Bay  be  applied  to  the  extingniabment  of  the 
naQ<Hial  debt,  among  the  people  of  the  Union  I 

A  little  reflecdoD  will  eatisfr  jon,  sirj  that 
tiie  tqtpropriation  of  money  ioTOlTed  in  this  bill 
Is  an  evil  (if  it  be  an  evil,  as  some  apprehend  it 
to  be)  which  has  ita  root  in  the  existing  rev- 
enne  sjatem.  So  long  as  the  present  tariff  of 
duties  is  muntained,  it  is  manifest  that  we  shall 
find  in  oar  Treasury  a  large  annnal  rewdnno], 
after  all  ordinary  appropriations  have  been 
made.  And  who  can  doubt,  after  what  has 
oocarred  here,  in  this  sesrion  of  Congreaa,  tbat 
it  ia  tbe  fixed  determination  of  a  minority  of 
this  body,  and,  by  inference,  tbe  determination 
of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  persist  in  the  ezistiDs  tariff  system  t  The 
question,  tlien,  unavoidaluT  occurs,  what  dispo- 
ntiou  ought  to  bo  made  of  this  surplns  money ! 
Bnrely  no  one  will  ccmtend  that  it  ought  to  lie 
rusting  in  our  coders ;  none  will  contend  that, 
after  it  has  gotten  there,  the  constitution  will 
require  it  to  remain  there.  And  to  what  use 
shall  we  appropriate  it)  Oan  we  q)propriate 
it  to  any  mure  valnable  nae  than  to  internal  im- 
provements f 

I  would  myself  have  preferred  that  this  sur- 
ploB  of  rerenne  should  nave  been  apportioned 
out  amongst  the  several  States,  aooording  to 
their  population,  for  pnrposes  of  internal  im- 
provement ;  but  in  this  we,  who  construe  the 
oonstitntion  rigidly,  are  opposed  by  a  majority. 
OonKreas  now,  as  to  all  practical  efTeota,  possess- 
ea  the  power  to  appropriato  tbe  money  of  the 
public  Treasury  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, as  fully  as  if  the  constitution,  in  so  many 
words,  gave  that  power.  Nor  has  tliis  power 
been  dormant.  It  has  been  exerted  in  a  variety 
(tf  Instances. 

The  money  collected  into  tbe  public  Treaanry 
from  imposts,  &c.,  belongs  to  tbe  peofje  in  tbe 
maaa;  and  it  becomes  our  duty  to  return  ft  to 
them  by  that  mode  that  will  most  equally  dis- 
tribute it  among  them,  and,  at  tbe  same  time, 
effect  for  them  the  greatest  general  ^ood.  In 
DO  way,  does  it  seem  to  me,  can  this  end  be 
more  advantageously  attained,  than  by  expend- 
ing it  npon  a  work  like  that  propiMed  m  tbe 
biU  under  oonaideration.  The  road  will  extend 
from  the  northern  to  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  Union,  and,  as  a  road,  will  accommodate  a 
vast  proportion  of  its  citizens;  besides,  the 
money  expended  in  making  it  will  l>e  as  gen- 
erally scattered  among  tbe  people  as  it  conld 
be  by  being  appropriated  to  any  object  or  im- 
provement whatever.  It  ia  ntterly  imposdble, 
after  having  collected  by  taxation  a  sum  of 


money  from  tbe  people,  ever  to  letnin  it  to 
them  again  individotuly,  in  the  proponkais 
which  it  was  taken  from  them.  The  hbh 
i^proaoh  that  can  be  made  to  such  a  dboils- 
tion  is  to  be  effected  by  throwing  it  into  pa 
eral  circnlation,  and  leaving  it  to  the  ialhaa 
of  individual  enterprise  to  control  its  panink 
destination.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  n  eai- 
not  adopt  a  better  policy,  at  this  tinie,tliaDa 
put  into  general  circulBlion  a  few  Itmidnd 


commodation,  this  great  national  nmi.  Tn 
will  then  have  the  pleasure  of  reflecting  M 
yon  have  returned  to  them,  DiA  onlf  tbat 
money,  but,  lions  with  it,  a  great  naticnl  d- 
provement.  And  here,  sir,  the  questiwatt 
unworthy  yonr  moat  eeriona  refleetioD,  ho«  k 
this  capital,  thns  collected,  and  thus  tipeaU, 
will  have  suffered  dlminntion  when  it  rMon 
again  to  its  legitimate  channels  ot  drcnlMia 
among  the  people.  Will  it  have  suffered  i^ 
diminution  ?  As  I  view  the  subject,  it  will  kL 
Then,  if  it  will  not  have  suffered  any  dkin- 
tion,  is  it  not  a  fur  deduction  that  the  riMd  v3 
be  a  dear  ^ain  to  the  people  t 

The  pohcy  of  a  nation,  in  t^ard  to  ittFt 
cimiary  funds,  is  very  different  in  boom  isff 
tant  particulars,  from  that  of  an  intUvidul  fo- 
mm.  It  is  the  policy  of  a  nation  to  Inn  ■ 
hand  no  greater  c^iital  than  is  suSdenlfaite 
emergeooies  of  the  time — it  is  the  poUcj  tl* 
dividual  persons  to  augment  their  hall  a 
much  as  possible.  The  wealth  of  an  indiriU 
depends  upon  himself — the  wealth  of  a  Mia 
depends  npon  the  wealth  of  its  dttimt:  d 
whether  capital  l>e  in  the  private  pocblx'di 
citizens,  or  m  the  pnblio  Treasury,  it  is  slib  d* 
capital  of  the  nation.  Now,  i^  witboal » 
oaaioning  any  aeOEible  inconvenience  or  fi*« 
to  the  people  composing  the  bodypolitir,tsx 
of  money  oan  be  ^«wn  from  tfaeminthetMi* 
of  a  few  years,  enfSclent  to  produce  a  vol' 
great  national  benefit,  a  work  of  the  adruttf 
of  which  thousands  of  yonr  citiieiis  wiHi* 
highly  sensible,  what  soond  objection,  tqM  ^ 
Boore  of  policy,  can  be  urged  against  tbe  en» 
tion  of  such  a  plan  ? 

There  have  been,  for  many  years  MSt  W 
annual  balanoee  in  the  Treasury,  wnick  lu" 
been,  to  the  nation  and  the  people,  dead  (^» 
On  tbe  first  day  of  January,  1888,  then  w» 
the  Treasury  an  unexpended  balonte  rfsi* 
lions  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thonsiidiM 
htmdred  and  eighty-six  dollais  and  tenc*: 
on-thefirstday  of  January,  1S29,  then  "" 
balance  of  five  millions  nine  hundred  ini* 
enty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  thir^-P'  I 
dollars  and  eighty-one  cents;  on  th^fir** 
of  January,  1880,  there  was  a  bslance  rft* 
millions  four  hundred  and  ten  thonssirf'"  I 
seventy-one  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cent":  •* 
on  the  first  of  January,  1831,  accoritog  w  =• 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  th*  Tn^ 
there  will  be  a  balance  of  four  "■'"''^r^ 
hundred  and  nine^-fixirthoiiBaDdflTehitf" 
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Mid  forty-fire  doll&ra  and  two  cents.  TStm,  mi, 
it  strikes  mj  mind,  if  Oongrew  Iiad  conunenaed 
Qiis  rood  fbiir.  five,  or  lAx.  jean  ago,  it  might, 
before  now,  nave  beeo  flniBhed ;  and  yet  no 
portion  of  the  people  would  Lftre  been  sensible 
at  the  least  peonniarj  loss  or  pressore.  And 
Qow,  sir,  if  jon  proceed  to  its  oonstrnction, 
what  peoaniary  embarrsaaments  con  jon  expect 
to  enconntert  The  whole  snm  estimated  as 
aecessary  to  complete  the  road  is  oonsiderablj 
ihort  of  the  balanoe  which,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  in  the  Treasary  on  the  first  of  Jannary  nart, 
md  which  must  bft  reguded  as  dead  capital,  if 
not  employed.  What  mischief^  I  ask,  wiU  yon 
3o!  What  iiynry  to  the  pocple,  or  any  portion 
of  the  people,  will  yon  do,  by  appropriating  a 
part,  or  even  the  whole,  of  this  talance  to  the 
Bonetraotion  of  an  improvement  so  valuable  as 
that  proposed  by  this  bill  will  be  ? 

Bnt,  Etr,  I  have  not  yet  presented  this  snbjeot 
in  its  most  flattering  point  of  view,  in  reference 
to  the  resources  of  tbe  nation.  It  ahoi^d  not 
ascape  refiectioD,  that  in  five  or  six  years  from 
this  time  at  most,  the  uuiaal  balance  in  the 
rreasnry  will  rise  from  fonr,  five,  or  six  mil- 
lions, to  ten  or  twelve,  or,  if  the  tariff  of  dntdes 
ihonld  bo  reduced  to  snah  a  standard  as  that  no 
one  could  complain  of  it  as  oppressive,  to  a 
iteady  balance,  as  I  believe,  of  from  five  to 
aight  millions.  When  our  revenoe  shall  thua 
>verfiow,  which  will  certainly  be  the  case  after 
tbe  estingaishment  of  the  national  debt  what 
worse  of  policy  shall  be  pursued  t  Will  it  be 
3onstitational  or  expedient  that  a  portion  <tf 


the  people  sbonld  sit  still  and  obstinately  reftiae 
»,  beoanse 
_     .    xillected  in  a  manner  they  di 


to  participate  in  tbe  ezoeaa  of  revenna  beoanse 
IS  coUected  in  a  manner  they  did  not  ap- 


By  voting  for  this  bill,  it  may  happen  that 
u  expenditure  of  money  will  be  maae,  advan- 
lageons  to  the  conntry,  in  the  welfare  of  whicb_ 
[  am  more  directly  interested,  and  that  an  im-' 
jrovement  will  be  effected,  which  will  directly 
liKise  its  benefits  tbrongn  it.  And  I  ^ow 
ibat,  to  the  nation,  nothing  in  the  form  of 


^aose,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  tbe  snrplns 
Boney  of  the  Treasury  be  not  appropriated  to 
ihifl  olfjeot,  it  will  be  appropriated  to  some 
ither,  perhaps,  of  less  national  valae ;  so  thlat. 
it  last,  the  whole  effect  of  voting  for  this  bill 
irill  but  tend  to  dedde  the  choice  of  Oongress 
a  favor  of  this  over  many  objeote,  some  of 
irfaich  are  destined  inevitably  to  absorb  yonr 
mrplus  funds.  If  we.  In  the  Sooth,  will  not 
jike  yonr  offered  favor,  others,  leas  fastidious, 
a  other  sections,  will. 

I  am  not  disposed,  beoanse  the  world  will  not 
(o  on  precisely  as  I  oonld  wish,  to  fall  ont  with 
t,  and  tnm  cynic.  On  the  contrary,  I  find  it 
M  be  the  easiest  and  the  best  policy,  generally, 
lo  conform  in  some  degree  to  that  onoontrolla- 
b>le  state  of  things  which  I  find  around  me. 
[  have  no  idea  of  denying  myself  a  fair  partioi- 
wlion  in  tbe  blesainga  of  this  Government,  be- 
VouX— « 
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oanse  every  thing  is  not  done  according  to  my 
notions  of  sonnd  policy  and  oonetitutionality. 
It  woold  be  too  moch  to  expe«t  that  my  opin- 
ions should  rule  in  all  things.  I  can  estimate 
the  respect  which  I  owe  to  the  opinions  of 
other  sentlemen,  by  the  respect  which  I  woold 
claim  for  my  own. 

Whenever  a  people  become  so  dissatiafied 
with  their  Gbvermnent  aa  to  refose  to  accept 
ite  benefits  when  tendered  to  them,  they  or  their 
Government  must  be  in  gross  error.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment be  in  such  error,  (a  condition  which  oaa> 
not  be  induced  withoot  corruption,)  it  should  be 
reformed  at  all  hazards.  If  the  people,  or  a  part 
of  them,  be  thus  in  error,  the  core  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  their  own  sobered  refieotions. 

It  has  been  intimated  here,  and  elsewhere, 
that  tbe  people  are,  in  some  sections  of  the 
ooontry,  in  snch  a  state  of  inqnietnde  as  to  en- 
danger the  Union.  In  relation  to  this  intima- 
tion, I  can  only  speak  for  those  whom  I  know, 
or  think  I  know.  I  cannot  believe  that  there 
is  any  portjon  of  the  Virginians,  much  as  I  have 
heard  since  I  came  here  of  the  nullifying  doo- 
tiine,  who  meditate  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
or  who  wonld  not  deprecate  it  as  the  severest 
oalamity.  Sir,  I  think  I  know  the  temper  of 
Virginia  opon  this  snt^eot.  I  have  had  many 
opportunities  to  know  it ;  and  I  may  say,  that, 
so  far  from  harboring  any  wish  adverse  to  the 
Union,  her  sons  woidd  be  among  the  first,  if 
danger  threatened,  to  rally  round  its  sacred 
stanoard.  Kor  oan  I  do  my  fellow'-oitizena  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  to  whom  allusion  has  been 
made  in  this  debate,  tbe  iiiiastic«  to  believe 
that  her  sons  cherish  any  sueo  design.  It  may 
be  tbonght  extravagant  after  what  we  have 
witnessed  in  the  other  branch  of  Oongress 
during  the  present  session,  bol  I  do  not  beffltate 
to  say  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  the  ^iproaoh  of 
danger  to  the  IJmon — the  common  palladium 
of  their  liberties — woold  again  onlte  even  old 
Massachosetts  and  Booth  Carolina  in  those 
strong  bonda  of  affection  which  held  them  to- 
gether m  tbe  straggle  for  independence. 

Go  among  the  common  people,  who  form  Qio 
body  and  strength  of  vonr  oommonity,  and  I 
shall  be  mnoh  oeceivod  if  yon  do  not  hear  an- 
other than  the  langoage  of  disunion,  even  in 
the  Booth.  The  hot-beated  politician  is  not  at 
all  times  to  be  r^^arded  as  affording  fUr  indioa- 
tions  of  the  temper  of  even  tbe  people  among 
whom  be  resides.  His  inflammation  is  very 
often  personal,  and  therefore  does  not  threaten 
imminent  danger  to  the  Union.  Indeed,  I  be- 
lieve mnoh  less  is  mesnt,  generally,  in  relation 
to  this  sot^eot,  than  the  language  osed  woold 
seem  to  import.  It  may  be,  and  I  think  some- 
times isj  intended  merely  to  deter  fium  the 
prosecution  of  dissgreeable  measures. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  will  now  en- 
deavor to  answOT  some  of  the  a^i;nmenta  nsed 
by  my  collesgae  (Mr,  P.  P,  Basbocb)  for  the 
porpoee  of  showing  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
make  the  proposed  road,  I  am  sorry  that  this 
gentleman,  and  that  other  sentlemaa  ahoold, 
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on  Aooonnt  of  th^  opporidoo  to  it,  1ut« 
thought  it  nec«Msrj  to  andervalne  this  road. 
Sir,  a  we  are  to  give  ftill  or«dit  to  th^  trga- 
menta,  we  could  not  re«st  the  ocaiclarion,  that, 
if  tliia  road  would  not  be  indeed  a  naticmal  evil, 
it  woald  be,  U  leaat,  naelen.  The  warmth  of 
opposition,  I  moet  think,  has  carried  gentlemen 
too  fitf.  The  utility  of  this  road  is  not  to  be 
eeriooaly  denied  hj  saj  whoae  utnation  enables 
them  properly  to  eetimata  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  &om  North  Caro- 
lina (Ur.  Oabbos)  baa  advanced  the  opinion 
that  it  will  not  be  even  an  indirect  accommo- 
dation to  the  people  of  Eentack;.  If;  situa- 
tion enable*  me  to  correct  this  miaspprehen- 
mon.  I  live  directly  apon  the  track  along 
which  it  ts  proposed  to  construct  this  road ; 
and  I  do  know,  that  mai^  Eentnokians  do, 
yearly,  nae  (his  track,  and  that  great  quantitieB 
of  stock  are  taken  along  it  from  that  State  to 
the  interior  of  Viigioia,  uid  eometimea  to  Fcnn- 
^Ivaoio. 

Hy  colleague  (l£r.  Bakbocb)  asked,  will  this 
road  be  of  any  commercial  advantage  I  It  will 
mn,  (said  he,)  a  great  part  of  its  way,  between 
the  waters  which  flow  to  the  East,  and  the  wa- 
ters which  flow  to  the  West,  crossing  some  of 


portance.  To  what  does  this  an^nment  amount, 
eioept  to  this :  that  altlioagh  the  road  ia  most 
Jadiciooslf  located,  in  reference  to  the  int«rior 
.  navigation  of  the  country  yet  it  ia  wholly  use- 
less. Who  can  believe  this  I  What  country 
wfta  ever  so  ritnated  as  not  to  feel  the  advan- 
tage of  good  roads.  The  gentleman  here,  as 
indeed  throoghont.  seems  to  have  been  mider 
the  infloence  of  feelings  excited  by  the  warmth 
of  his  oppodtion. 

The  gentleman  next  iutjmated  that  the  esti- 
mate of  expense  in  the  hill  was  far  too  low ; 
that  the  rosd  would,  more  probably,  cost  ten 
or  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  than  two  and  a 
quarter  millions.  Now,  in  answer  to  this  re- 
mark, I  have  only  to  say,  that,  whilst  it  is  nn- 
deniably  true,  that  ten  or  twelve  miUioas  will 
make  a  better  road  than  two  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions, it  is  equally  tme,  that  two  and  a  qoorter 
millions  will  m^e  a  very  good  road.  Ag^ 
the  expenditure  of  two  and  a  quarter  miUlons 
upon  this  road  will  not,  as  inMnuated,  lay  Con- 
gress under  any  obligation  to  expend  a  nirther 
sum  npon  it.  But  if  the  proeperoos  state  of 
the  Treasury  hereafter,  combining  with  other 
circtunstances,  should  make  it  expedient,  Cod- 
greas  may,  in  its  discretion,  appropriate  addi- 
tional foods  to  that  object.  I  cannot  see  that 
Congress  may  not,  as  I  cannot  foresee  that  it 
will  be  wrong  to  do  so,  at  some  fature  time, 
•ay  £(ty  years  henoe,  if  yon  choose,  cause  the 
whole  line  of  this  rood  to  be  Uaoadamized. 

Ur.  Smith  said,  I  have  had  no  concern  what- 
«{rer  in  forming  the  bill  now  before  the  oom- 
mittee.    I  am  (o  vote  npon  it ;  and  I  will  do 


my  duty  to  my  cooslitnents,  the  commoDwedUi, 
and  the  constitution.  I  will  very  brieflj  dii- 
CUBS  first,  the  power  claimed  by  this  Govoi- 
ment  to  make  roads,  and  assume  jniiidinini 
over  them ;  second,  the  power  to  spprcf riiU 
money  for  the  purpose  of  making  n*i^  Titb- 
ODt  assuming  jurisdiction  over  them;  third,  the 
power  to  aid  int«mal  improvements,  bj  cob- 
scribing  for  the  stock  of  oompaniea  iECOfpontsd 
to  make  them ;  fourth,  the  power  to  miropn- 
ate  uumej  in  folfllment  of  a  compact ;  fifth,  ibc 
power  conferred  on  the  President  by  tbuhiil; 
sixth,  the  general  expediency  of  this  uipofr* 
tion ;  seventh,  the  particular  utility  oithe  rdd 
pro^wed  to  be  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  lura) 
contends  that  the  power  to  catabli^  post  n^ 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  couetatntion,  a  i 

Eawer  to  make  them.  I  contend  thU  "  edih- 
sh,"  wherever  used  in  the  oonstitutioi;,  ajm- 
fiea,  to  give  legal  existence,  or  legal  effect  ni 
people  "  ordain  and  establish  the  constilatioii;' 
one  of  their  objects  is  declared  to  be"  to  esUb- 
lish  Joetice;"  Congress  shall  have  paver''ID 
eataMish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturiliiatios;'' 
"the  ratification  of  the  convention  of  mc 
States  shall  he  sufficient  for  tbe  est^lifhmcst 
of  this  constitution."  "Congress  shall  mib 
no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religiia.' 
In  all  these  cases,  it  is  obvious  that  to  csubi^ 
mewis  to  give  legal  effect,  to  pve  legil  en* 
ence,  to  set  up  by  Isw.  Congress  have  pov* 
"  to  establish  post  ofBces  and  post  rudi. 
Whatever  be  the  meaning  of  establish,  &9  it  re- 
lates to  poet  offices,  must  be  its  meamug  >s  * 
lates  to  post  roads.  The  same  word,  iif«d  a 
different  sentences,  may  have  different  mw- 
ingsj  hut  the  same  word,  only  once  nudinlbe 
same  sentence,  cannot  have  different  mespli^ 
Does  power  to  eetabUsh  post  offices  ago^ 
power  to  bnOd,  to  put  up  brick  and  m(it>il 
No,  it  dguifiee  power  to  give  legal  enfflenw  t= 
offices.  So,  power  to  establish  poet  road^t 
power  to  designate,  by  law,  the  rosdi  * 
which  the  mail  shall  be  carried ;  and  this  (<»- 
stmction  has  been  acted  on  by  Congnas  doinf 
forty  years. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Isacio) 
contend  that  Congress  have  power  to  r^P^ 
commerce  "among  the  several  &tat«;  >»< 
therefore,  may  m^  roads  for  carrying  obiW 


Sir,  the  power  to  regolate  commerce,  a(W- 
fiea  power  to  pass  laws  controlling  oonattf* 
Laws  are  regulations.  Begolations  are  !«* 
"  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  sny  rep* 
tiou  of  conmieroe,  or  revenue,  to  the  f^  ■ 
one  State  over  those  of  another."  Th»  pW 
given  to  Congress  to  regulate  oommaroe  ««*( 
the  Statei  is  a,  power  to  control  it,  and  to  P* 
vent  the  State  Legislatures  frtan  burdeniiig » 
by  duties,  taxes,  or  licenses,  and  so  on;  ti; 
which  one  State  might  oppress  the  inhsbitwa* 
of  another.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Teii«^ 
see  contend  that  to  make  a  canoe  is  to  r^°<*^ 
commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes!     Vul  * 
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contend  that  to  baild  a  sbip  is  to  regnlate  for- 
eign commeroe  )  If  not,  how  oan  he  contend 
that  to  moke  b  road  is  to  relate  commerce 
among  the  Statwt  Sir,  whwi  it  shall  be 
prored  tbat  canoee,  shlpa,  and  roads  are  oom- 
merdal  regolationa,  otherwise  commercial  laws, 
then  I  will  give  up  this  point. 

Sir,  if  there  is  anj  qQestion  respecting  the 
power  of  Congress,  that  has  been  decided 
agunst  the  daim  of  power,  in  a  way  that  ooght 
to  be  Batistactor;,  final,  UxA  oondnsive,  it  is 
this.  We  have  the  anthorit;  of  Jefferson,  Uad- 
ison,  and  Monroe,  &a,t  Oongress  do  not  possess 
jurisdiction  to  make  roads.  Mr.  Hadiaon  and 
Mr.  Monroe  expressed  their  opinions  in  the 
moat  solemn  maoner,  when  rejecting  bills  pass- 
ed by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  aesnming  this 
power.  The  last  act  of  Mr,  Madison's  adminis- 
tration was  to  return,  rejected,  a  bill  assiuning 
this  power.'  But  we  have  not  onlj  the  anthor- 
it7  of  these  great  names,  litis  Honse  has  re- 
peatedly, on  great  debate,  decided  that  Con- 
gress hSiVe  not  the  power ;  and  there  is  not  an 
act  in  the  whole  statute  book  that  assumes  it. 
In  March,  1818,  after  a  protracted  discussion, 
this  Hoose  decided  tbat  Oongress  hod  not  power 
to  construct  post  roads  and  military  roads,  bj 
eightj-fonr  votes  against  ughtf-two ;  and  that 
Oongress  had  not  power  to  construct  roads  be- 
tween the  States,  oy  ninetj-flve  votes  against 
seventj-one.  And  when  Mr,  Monroe  bad  nega- 
tived the  bill  establishing  toll-gates  on  &e 
Combertand  rood,  and  retnmed  it  with  his  ob- 
jections, on  reoon^deration,  a  m^oriCj  of  the 
Hoose  voted  agmst  it;  a  satiafactory  proof 
tbat  it  had  been  passed  witbont  due  considera- 
tion. 

Bit,  as  this  power  is  claimed  by  implication, 
U)d  03  in  forty  years  not  one  act  has  been 
passed  that  asserts  It,  this  long  tumuier  shoold 
i>e  taken  as  evidence  that  it  is  not  contained  in 
ite  grant;  and  we  should  now  consider  it  as 
iettiod,  that  Oongress  have  not  power  to  enter 
nto  a  State,  assume  jorls^ction,  and  coustmct 
■oads. 

I  will  now  contdder  the  claim  of  power  to 
q>propriate  money  to  the  mnUng  of  roods, 
irithont  assuming  Jorisdiction,  I  have  not 
bund  it  in  the  constitution.  But  more  than 
[fty  acta  of  Congress,  passed  during  the  last 
:wenty-eigbt  years,  make  snob  impropriations. 
die  ground  on  which  we,  who  oppose  the  oon- 
tmctton  which  anthorizes  snob  oppropriations, 
tood,  is  nearly  beaten  from  under  us.  The 
ttates  and  the  people  may  construe  their  con- 
titution;  and  the  oons^ctiou  tbereoi^  by 
betn,  must  be  oonduMve.  The  Ions  use  of  a 
■ower  by  Congress,  by  the  approbation  of  the 
ttate  liegislatnrea  and  the  people,  may  sanction 
be  codstmctiou  of  the  oonstitntion  by  which 
t  is  assumed.  I  would  like  to  see  the  opinion 
'f  the  State  Legislatures  taken,  to  ascertain  if 
hree-fourths  of  them  admit  that  this  power  is 
a  Congress,  The  people,  by  re-electing  those 
rho  have  assuned  it,  seem  to  have  given  it 
beir  aonction. 
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I  wiU  next  confer  the  power  of  Oongress 
to  aid  internal  improvements,  by  snbsoribing 
for  the  stock  of  componies  incorporated  to 
make  them.  I  have  uways  been  of  opinion 
since  I  had  o  seat  here,  that  Congress  possessed 
tijis  power  as  a  fiscsJ  operation,  which  might 
be  necessary  if  the  Treasnry  was  full,  It  is 
well  known  to  my  colleague,  the  late  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  lutenial  Improvement^ 
(Mr.  Mbbobb,)  that  such  has  been  my  opinion. 
If  we  have  a  sarplns  revenue,  it  wonld  be  in- 
expedient to  hove  it  lying  in  the  Treasnry,  or 


n  ponds,  nnprodnctive.  It  must  be  a  question 
)f  expediency,  whether  money  should  be  thus 
invested ;  and  I  hold  that  it  will  be  always  inex- 


pedient, when  we  have  a  debt  to  pay,  and  that 
debt  is  payable.  The  object  of  such  on  opera- 
tion shoubl  be  a  profitable  investment  of  our 
money.  The  promotion  of  internal  improve- 
ments would  tw  an  incident.  This  power,  doly 
exercised,  would  give  to  the  Qovenmient  com- 
mand of  the  accumulated  surplus  of  its  revenue, 
on  auy  emergency ;  and  it  would  be  very  oon- 
venient  to  have  fifty  millions  of  productive 
stock  to  dispose  of  at  the  commencement  of  a 
war.  This  power  has  been  exercised,  and  we 
do  possess  stock  to  a  considerable  amount,  I 
am  next  to  consider  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
oppropriate  money  in  fidnlmeut  of  a  compaot. 
In  1802,  the  TTnited  States  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  admitting  that 
State  into  the  Union,  that  five  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  land  in  tbat  State,  sold  by  Con- 
gress, should  be  applied  to  the  making  of  roads 
from  the  navigable  woters  of  the  Atlantic  to 
and  through  the  s^d  State,  nnder  the  authority 
of  Oongress  with  the  consent  of  the  States 
through  which  the  road  should  pass ;  and.  In 
consideration  tbereo£  the  State  engaged  to  ex- 
empt from  taxes,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from 
the  sale  thereof,  the  land  to  be  sold  by  Oon- 
Eress.  In  pursuance  of  this  compact  the  Cum- 
berland road  was  made.  And  here  again  we 
have  tbe  authority  of  Ur,  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  Mr.  Monroe,  who  severally  approved 
the  t^propriaUons  fur  this  pnrpose. 

Now,  sir,  you  have  the  like  compacts  with 
tiie  States  of  Alabama  and  SUssissippi.  That 
with  tbe  State  of  Alabama  provides  that  five 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  lands  within 
the  territory,  "shall  be  reserved  for  making 
public  roods,  canals,  and  improving  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  rivers,  of  which  three-filths  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  those  objects,  within  the  said  State, 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  legislature  thereof; 
and  two-fiftbs  to  the  ninTting  of  a  road  or  roads 
leading  to  the  said  State,  under  the  direction  ot 
Congress."  And,  in  consideration  thereof  tbe 
State  of  Alabama  has  engaged  not  to  tax  the 
lands  sold  by  Congress  for  five  years ;  that  the 
lands  of  non-residents  shall  be  taxed  no  higher 
than  that  of  residents ;  and  that  no  tax  shsll  be 
imposed  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 
Here,  then,  we  hove  a  valuable  consideration 
for  the  money  which  we  shall  appropriate  to 
make  this  rood,  leading  to  Alabama  and  Jfiaait- 
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table  right  to  appropriate  moneT  to  paj  it. 
I  ^ipropriation,  m  ponoaoce  of  ovr  com- 
L  ia  aa  ttHj  aotliorii^d  aa  the  appropriadon 
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of  fifteen  millions  for  the  pnrchaae  ot  Loninona, 
moide  in  fulfilment  of  a  treaty. 

I  will  next  oonaider  tho  powers  granted  to 
the  Preddent  bj  the  biU.  He  is  antBorizad  to 
appoint  oonuniakonerB,  who  are  to  lay  ont  the 
road ;  he  is  then  to  take  the  neceaBary  toeas- 
urea  for  the  oonatonction  of  the  road ;  contracts 
are  to  be  entered  into,  and  releaaea  obtained 
from  the  proprietors  of  lands.  No  inrisdictdon 
is  asBomed ;  no  power  is  given  to  take  and  con- 
demn the  lands.  In  adopting  measures  for  the 
oonatmotion  of  this  ruad,  the  Prendent  mnst 
pnrsae  the  authority  given  by  Uiia  bill,  or  have 
reooarse  to  the  existing  laws. 

I  will  now  notice  aorne  of  the  ohjeotlona 
made  by  my  eloqnent  colleague,  (Mr.  P.  P. 
BABBotis,)  who  oppoaed  the  bill.  He  wonld 
dlseaade  Congress  from  making  this  appropria- 
tion, becBUM  there  are  seven  and  a  naif  mil- 
lions of  imposts  which  micht  be  repealed  with- 
ont  tonohing  the  dntiee  which  protect  domestic 
manniitctares.  Bir,  many  of  those  duties  which 
he  would  thns  repeal,  protect  agricnltore : 
many  of  them  ore  paid  by  monafBctarerB,  and 
they  are  the  only  duties  which  are  not  inmosed 
for  Uieir  lienefit.  Repeal  those  dntiea,  and  yon 
exempt  Ihe  mannfaaturara  from  all  bnrdens. 
Let  me  caution  Bouthem  gentlemen  agunst  re- 
peating these  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  du- 
ties. Buoh  a  measure  wonld  render  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  impoata  which  oppress  their  people 
hopeless.  Let  the  whole  of  the  imposts  be  grad- 
naUy  reduced,  ao  as  not  suddenly  to  affect  any 
interest.  The  mannfactoriee  being  brought 
Into  existence  by  protection,  it  ought  not  to  l>e 
suddenly  withdrawn. 

Ify  colleague  would  not  follow  the  example 
of  France  and  England,  in  making  internal  im- 
The  people  of  those  countries 


.e  canal  of  Langoedoc  that  depressed 
the  people  of  France  in  the  reign  of  Lonis  XIV. 
That  great  work  cost  five  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  poonds,  and  was  finished  in  fifteen 
yeara.  It  was  the  perpetual  ware  of  Lonis 
XrV.,  which,  in  his  latter  days,  were  disastrous. 
It  was  that  despicable  bigotry  which  drove 
five  hundred  thousand  Protestants  from  their 
country,  and  scattered  their  wealth  and  arts 
orer  aU  Christendom.  It  was  not  the  expense 
of  making  canals  and  roads  that  depressed  the 
people  of  England.  Canals  in  England  are  bnt 
of  recent  date ;  they  are  made  by  companies ; 
oooasicmally  the  Government  gives  a  small 
ffrant  It  is  the  public  debt  of  England  that 
deprwsea  the  people.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1701  it  was  six  millions;  in  ITU  it  was  fitly 
millions;  in  1TT5  it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  millions :  in  1784  it  was  two  hundred  and 
uxty-siz  millions;  it  is  now  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand millions.  Thus,  we  see  that  it  was  the 
ware  of  the  American  and  French  revolations 
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that  have  involved  England  in  a  debt  vlodi 
con  never  Ije  paid ;  and  this  depreaaes  her  p» 

Sle.  Her  hierarchy  adds  grievously  to  Qie  tmr- 
en.  The  revenuee  of  the  Episcopal  duad 
in  England  amonnt  to  about  lorty  nuDiiHH  i 
dollars,  paid  to  eighteen  thousand  piati; 
while  eight  thoDHond  other  priests  rudn 
abont  two  millions  two  bundled  and  troi^ 
thoosand  doliars.  It  is  not  the  eneoK  <£  m- 
temal  improvement  that  has  redneed  Btren 
thousand  of  the  people  of  Dublin  to  Hn  on 
three  half-pence  each  day.  In  Irdand,  wm- 
teen  hundred  episcopal  prieets  receive  five  ml' 
lions  seven  hundred  and  eeventy'two  thotisiDd 
dollars,  extorted  from  agrieulttLre,  whik  no 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dHa 
priests  receive  one  million  and  «itf-<HH  tLco- 
sand  dollars.  There  ia  no  dai%er  Ihst  intend 
Improvements  wiU  depress  the  people. 

1  will  say  something  of  the  general  eipedio- 
cy  of  this  appropriation.  If  there  is  s  snr^ 
of  revenue  to  expend  in  a  beneficent  tsj,  ^ 
shoold  be  distributed  aa  generally  and  as  eqoillT 
as  dronmstanoes  will  admit.  This  ^pn^mt- 
tion  win  be  extensively  benefidal;  kt^  great 
States  will  share  in  its  benefits.  This  rotd  irijl 
extend  through  the  interior  of  the  Mnmb]', 
where  nothing  has  been  di^)ensed  for  intenul 
improvements,  and  little  for  any  other  of  tn 
expenses  of  the  QovemmeQt  Set  one  point  of 
a  pair  of  compasses  at  my  residence,  daffibt 
drole  of  the  diamet«r  ai  five  hDndred  mik), 
witbin  that  extent,  not  a  cent  has  be«ii  dis- 
bursed by  thia  Government  for  any  voA  ^ 
improvement ;  not  a  salary  is  pfud  tritlin  QJ 
knowledge,  and  no  oompenaation,  titaefi  to 
memberH  of  Congress,  mail  controctorB,  W^ 
masters,  jurors,  and  for  taking  the  ceiHUB.  Toa 
expenditures  for  the  army,  navy,  forti£cilii*S 
and  coUection  of  revenue,  are  on  the  Mtt>Mri, 
in  the  citiea,  or  on  the  frontier.  The  iatnw 
sofiersby  a  perpetual  drain  of  its  m(»iey,iiaiK<' 
which  is  restored  by  the  Govenmtent  ^ 
prevailing  policy  is  to  have  a  revenue  A*n 
the  amount  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  tb 
Qovemment.  I  did  not  sanction  thispdkr; 
but.  as  it  u  adopted,  as  the  system  ie  fixed  vf» 
us,  let  a  small  part  of  the  snrplua  be  ejpecM, 
according  to  onr  compact  with  the  Sawn^ 
em  States,  in  the  district  of  my  oollea^  b^ 
of  mine. 

I  am  to  say  sometiiing  of  the  particnltf  otiiT 
of  the  road  proposed  to  be  made.  Itj  ooDaigiH 
(Mr.  Bahbocb)  supposed  it  of  do  couhmW"! 
utility.  Oommeroe,  he  says,  goes  fiwn  *«* 
to  East.  He  has  never  been  in  the  Mntli«* 
quarter  of  Virginia,  and  luowa  nothing  rftta 
direction  of  the  commerce  of  that  part  of  f* 
country.  The  oommerceof  East  TennasKU^ 
Southwest  Yir^nia  docs  not  go  t«  tbc  £^ 
The  merobsnts  obtain  their  mercbindiM  ^ 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  "^ 
caravans  of  wagoiu  which  eairy  on  meniu- 
dising  between  Knoxville  and  Baltimon,  M* 
pursue  the  proposed  route  three  hwidred «» 
fifty  miles ;  and,  when  the  rood  it  niadA  tb^ 
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tuaj  pu8  throngli  this  place,  or  oontiime 
throng  WincheflMr,  as  at  present.  It  ia  true, 
that,  eastward  of  tiie  Bine  ridge,  in  Tirginia, 
commerce  goes  to  the  East;  therrabra  the  mid- 
dle route,  on  the  east  ride  of  the  Bine  ridge, 
would  be  nselesa  for  oommeroial  pnrpoBea,  ex- 
oept  that  some  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  within 
thirty  or  fort;  milea  of  James  River,  or  Roan- 
oke, might  be  carried  along  the  proposed  road. 
If  msde  on  that  ront«,  to  tbo»e  rivers.  The 
commerce  of  the  interior  and  western  ports  of 
North  Oarolina  passes  eastward  to  her  own 
towns,  or  to  Norfolk  and  PeterabnTR,  The 
most  eastern  roate  tliroogh  the  capites  of  the 
Sonthem  States  wiB  only  facilitate  govem- 
mental  and  commerdal  otrreepoadence.  On 
the  western  route,  the  cotton  of  Alabama  and 
the  Bonth  of  Tenneesee  may  be  brongbt  to,  and 
raaniifactnred  ^  the  towns  of  the  great  val- 
ley as  far  as  WinoLeeter,  and  wlB  pees  fonr 
hundred  miles  along  the  proposed  road.  The 
angineers  have  given  this  route  a  decided  pref- 
erence ;  they  show  it  to  be  the  best  ana  the 
sheapest;  it  will  require  lees  eipenae  in  canse- 
ivays  and  bridges ;  and  the  expense  of  making 
Jie  road  from  ttiis  pl&ce  to  New  Orleans,  ahonla 
t  be  Macadamizeo,  wonld  oosL  accordinK  to 
lieir  estimate,  more  than  a  million  of  dollars 
ess  than  maUng  it  on  the  middle  ronte,  advo- 
i&ted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  OaroUna, 
Mr.  Oabson.) 

The  engineera  do  not  seon  to  have  observed 
he  f^  Uiat  James  River  is  navigable  where 
he  western  ronte  posses  that  stream.  There 
riJl  terminate  the  trip  of  wagons  bringing  from 
he  Southwest  produce  for  tie  Biohmond  mar- 
et.  To  the  other  reoommendatioiis  of  the 
reetem  route,  I  will  add,  that  the  accommoda- 
ionB  for  travellers,  along  the  great  valtey,  ftom 
Inozville  to  Winchester,  abont  four  hundred 
ad  fif^  milee,  are,  in  my  opinion,  not  eqoalled, 
t  goodness  and  cheapness,  on  any  road,  of  the 
ime  length,  in  the  world.  Sir,  the  road 
trongh  t£e  southwest  of  Yirginia  ia  an  exoeed- 
ig  important  highway.  It  was  formerly  the 
mal  road  to  Kentucky ;  bnt  the  making  of  the 
nmberland  road,  and  the  Eenhawa  road,  has 
Hsened  its  importance.  It  is  still  necessary  to 
le  InbabitontB  of  the  south  of  Kentucky,  as 
le  gentleman  before  me  (Mr,  Lktchbr)  well 
lows.  They  send  along  it  to  market  vast 
imbedrB  of  live  stook,  to  the  northern  parts  of 
irnnia,  to  Maryland,  and  even  to  Pennsyl- 

The  gentleman  from  Kortli  Oarolina  (Mr.  0.) 
ks  if  this  road  can  ever  compete  with  the 
isriefflppi.  Sir,  the  Missisrippi  does  not  nm 
ar  na ;  and  If  our  branches  of  that  river  were 
.vigable,  New  Orleans  never  can  oompete 
ith  Baltimore  in  supplying  ns  with  merchaa- 
«e. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr.  Shxfiso,  the  committee 
en  rose,  and  reported  progress. 


MoiTDAT,  March  29. 
Pay  of  Memien. 

The  House  agun  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  MoDoffib  on 
the  18th  instant,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the 
compensation  of  members,  in  case  they  remain 
in  session  after  a  certain  period  in  each  session, 
as  specified  therein. 

Mr.  OouLTBB  B^d :  I  would  not  of  laj  free 
choice  say  any  thing  ooncemiug  the  proporition 
now  before  the  House.  I  am  induced  to  do  so 
soleljf  by  the  ocoidental  circumstance  of  my  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 
whose  especial  duty,  it  seems  to  be  considered, 
is  to  ud  and  abet  every  gentleman  in  cutting 
down  and  breaking  up  every  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  Government  which  doee  not 
meet  with  bis  approbation.  As  I  cannot,  in 
this  instance,  latKO'  in  the  vocation  which  has 
been  assigned  to  me,  it  is  perhaps  due  to  my- 
self, and  only  respeotfiil  to  the  House,  to  state 
my  reasons.  If  however,  this  resolution  had 
been  offered,  as  some  have  been,  and  I  suppose 
will  be  agun,  by  gentlemen  who  love  to  amuse ' 
their  constitaenls,  I  should  not  have  touched  it. 
It  might  have  come  upon  the  stage,  made  its 
bow,  and  exit,  and  went  oS,  like  its  predeces- 
sors and  associates,  in  a  flourish.  But  it  comes 
upon  us  urged  and  sustained  by  a  gentleman  of 
high  political  consideration,  who  is  likely  to 
win  for  it  mnoh  favor,  here  and  In  the  nation. 
It  is  meet,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  consid- 
ered with  the  gravity  and  respect  due  to  the 
gentieman  from  Bouth  Carolina,  (Hr.  HoBirr- 
m.)  I  T^^t  that  tiiose  who  now  give  this 
proposition  their  patronage,  had  not  brought  it 
forward  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  es- 
pecially as  a  most  uipropriate  oocasion  was 
then  (horded  them  for  presenting  it  to  the 
House.  It  will  be  reooUeoted  that  one  bill, 
concerning  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,  passed  this  House  about  the  last  of 
December.  In  that  biU  the  proposition  now 
under  conrideration  was  once  contuncd.  Bnt 
a  m^ority  of  the  Committee  on  Retrendiment 
of  this  year  divested  the  bill  of  what  they  con- 
sidered an  unjust  and  odions  faatnre.  Yet, 
when  it  was  undergoing  the  action  of  the 
HouB«L  it  was  competent  for  the  geaUeman 
from  South  OaroliDa,  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
Retrenchment  Committee,  (Mr.  Wiokutfb,)  to 
have  offered  an  amendment,  embracing  this 
their  favorite  proporition.  Business  had  not 
then  thickened  upon  the  House,  and  time, 
which,  it  is  now  swd,  was  then  wasted,  might 
have  been  employed  in  considering  wnat  we 
are  now  discussing.  If  it  had  then  been  acted 
upon,  it  might,  by  operating  on  oar  avarice, 
have  produced  some  of  the  good  with  which 
tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  feeds  his 
fancy.  Now  it  is  too  late  for  this  Congress,  at 
all  events.  Bnt  at  that  time  we  heard  nothing 
of  this  proporition.  No,  not  even  from  the 
Magnna  Apollo  of  retrenchmenL     A  propori- 
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tton  in  rdatioii  to  the  itHj  p»  of  m«mben, 
whioh  tb*  geadenuii  from  Eeotaol^  (Ur. 
Ohh-toii)  did  then  offer  aa  an  amendtnenl.,  re- 
oeived  so  little  oonntenanoe  or  enoooragement 
that  the  Hoiue  refoaed  to  order  the  veaa  and 
nays  npoo  its  rejection.  I  think  tlie  Hooae  did 
wiwlj  and  well.  It  ia  oertainlj  a  delicate  affi^ 
for  this  or  any  other  le^idative  hodj  to  agitate 
the  qnestion  of  its  own  eompenaadon.  Tlie 
necessity  of  the  oase  constitntes  it  an  exception 
from  the  general  mle,  which  forbida  pnblio 
fanctionaries  to  be  the  jadgea  of  thur  own  sal' 
aries.  It  haa  been  judged  safer,  in  all  free 
conntries,  to  vest  this  power  in  the  legislatnre, 
thongh  Interested,  than  in  any  other  department. 
But  the  delicacy  of  their  position  on^t  to  make 
them  oantions  in  their  movementa.  If  they  at- 
tempt to  increase  their  aUowuioe,  it  will  be  a»- 
eribed  to  love  of  gain.  If  they  attempt  to  re- 
duce it,  ten  to  one  if  they  either  get  or  deserre 
oredit  for  pstriotiKn  or  rincerity.  They  will 
most  probably  be  charged  with  the  gTorelling 
design  of  pnrchaainK  popularity,  by  relinquish- 
ing a  modiciun  of  tneu  pay,  without  deaerrlng 
it  by  merit.  The  best  way,  therefore,  seema  to 
be,  for  a  atatesman  to  leave  the  matter  aa  he 
flnda  it,  UDtil  the  people  oomplain.  They  know 
how  we  stand  ;  and  if  we  are  entitled  by  law 
to  more  than  we  deserve,  they  will  demand 
that  we  Bhall  set  tbe  matter  right  I  have 
heard  of  no  voice  of  complaint  among  them. 
Their  minda  are  tranqnU,  and  have  aettted  down 
for  many  years  with  contentment  upon  the  pres- 
ent rate  of  compensalJon.  They  know  that  we 
are  the  nearest  power  of  the  Government  to 
themselves — the  representativee  of  their  wis- 
dom, their  virtue,  their  feelings,  and  their  pa- 
triotism— and  they  have  not  demanded  of  ns  to 
ont  down  oar  compensation  below  that  of  clerks 
in  the  public  offices ;  nay,  even  below  that  of  the 
humblest  meesenger  employed  about  this  balL 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  regret  that  this 
measure  haa  been  bronght  forward  at  a  period 
of  the  session  when  it  can  produce  no  practical 
reaolt,  except  that  of  displacing  business  well 
matured,  and  delaying  tbe  action  of  the  House 
upon  meaaurea,  the  pnwress  of  which  the  pub- 
lic eye  is  watching,  and  in  relation  to  the  fate 
of  whioh  the  public  feeling  ia  now  engaged. 
Bir,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  economist  of  tune 
could  hardly  have  been  less  fortunate  in  the 
selection  of  an  ocoaMon  or  a  mode  of  doing 
public  service.  The  question  of  compensation, 
as  presented  in  the  resolntjon,  comes  in  a  form 
as  noxious  and  ofibnsive  as  ooold  pos^bly  have 
been  given  to  it.  So  Gar  as  my  recollection 
ranges  over  the  history  of  representative  gov- 
wnmenta  and  deliberate  assemblies,  whether  in 
&«e  or  monarchical  countries,  I  can  bring  to 
mind  no  example  or  precedent,  no  prooeedii^; 
that  bears  any  likeness  or  parallel  to  this.  It 
has  at  least  one  merit,  that  of  originality  of  in- 
vention. Of  what  character  is  itf  la  ita  ob- 
ject to  produce  deeds  of  patriotism,  of  honor — 
to  advance  the  interests  and  extend  the  renown 
of  onr  ooontry,  by  appealing  to  onr  noblw  feel- 


innl  No— bat  by  addrawing  itself  to  tlwhw 
and  sordid  panooa — to  those  fedinga  wtdd 
actuate  the  moat  degraded  and  wortt  at  uu- 
kind.  Locking  to  the  ancient  repnWcs,  n 
find  that  tboy,  when  they  wiabed  to  elidtdttA 
worthy  of  a  free  people^  addreaeed  thsudn 
to  the  hif^ier  fbcdinga,  to  tlie  patriotism,  Ibi 
love  of  GOnntiy— tbe  htmor  nitd  intagrin  d 
their  pnhlic  ftindJcmanea.  That  is  the  mcd*  in 
which  I  ahonld  like  to  see  Hie  lagipiw  iotsgri^, 
the  alow  attention,  the  wandering  uon^ti,  d 
this  aseembly,  if  Buch  things  be  urged  into  ev- 
centrati<ai  and  quickened  into  action.  We  litfe 
fallen  on  evil  times  indeed,  if  onr  bascm  m 
respond  to  nothing  but  snch  a  call  ss  this,  Tt 
have  experienced  a  rapid  and  pranature  iettj, 
if,  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  after  the  decimda 
of  independence  and  before  the  last,  liiwen^ 
and  almost  hallowed  footsteps  of  one  «  tbM 
who  proclaimed  it,  have  left  the  eirdi,  m 
have  so  lost  its  epait,  become  so  degemnteiii 
purpose,  08  to  be  urged  to  dntj  and  haurt; 
no  other  incentive  than  a  email  peauuny  pe>- 
alty  hanging  over  onr  heads  1  Bir,  we  in  i^ 
quired  to  perform  an  undefined  and  Ta^tSeik 
amount  and  extent  of  legislation,  to  provide  fe 
tbe  interests,  wanta,  ana  exigencies  of  tvdit 
millions  of  people,  and  a  vast  eitcmt  of  conntrr, 
in  a  specified  time,  or  be  fined  for  it  Euan- 
edge  and  wisdom  ore  thus  to  be  meosuted  bf 
hours,  and  patriotiisn  by  dollars.  The  iroc  M 
of  Procmstes  is  the  only  thing  I  know,  to  Thi* 
the  resolntion  bears  a  resemblance. 

The  reproach  whioh  the  roeolution  omreji 
(not  designed,  I  am  sure,  by  the  genlleiDU*be 
offered  it,)  may  be  ctHrect  or  not  I  wiB  n* 
ondertake  to  say  that  the  majority  (tf  p^ 
men  on  this  floor  ore  induced  to  waste  the  tio^ 
and  lengthen  out  the  session,  for  the  f^^ 
of  receiving  their  per  ^em  aUowance.  lixt 
are  many  members,  of  whose  chancter,  itu^ 
ing,  and  virtue,  I  am  unacquainted,  (tbe  pa- 
tleman  from  BoQth  Carolina  has  mors  nf^- 
rience  than  I  have,)  but  there  are  miaj  *" 
whom  I  am  acqnunted ;  of  these  lost  I  nil  MI 
with  confidence,  and  candor,  that  thay  u*  p^ 
infloenced  by  mercenary  motives,  lod  tw 
while  they  remain  here  Uiey  are  infioeiw^  V 
a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  sustain  a  mW 
pecuniary  loss.  Bnt  to  them  mon^  »  ac*  » 
primary  motive  to  action.  Other  ud  laor*  ■■ 
oltod  motives  actuate  them.  To  them,  its** 
fi«m  kind  friends,  from  their  aocnstonedtcM 
from  the  domestic  hearth,  which  I  't"'''^ 
home  to  the  bosoms  of  all  wbo  are  intrw 
with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  ia  soffideDlly  pii^ 
— Spring  returns,  but  not  to  them  retsra  ■ 
accustomed  joys — daCy  and  hon^  tbey  K»  i*" 
called  to  the  scenes  of  their  home— tiar  t*" 
yearn  after  their  wives,  children,  and  f"""^ 
but  public  duty,  their  obligtUdoos  to  tldr  «»■ 
atitnente,  keep  them  here.  When  thej  ti»U 
accepted  the  honor  conferred  m  them,  tW  , 
will  remun  here  so  long  aa  dnty  requires  «)«■ 
To  such  men  this  resolntion  onlyofersin^'" 
it  is  addressed  to  them  in  vain.    BotitiA* 
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la  be  addressed  to  men  of  different  mould,  with 
irhom  it  maj  be  soppoeed  tbe  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oerolina  has  "  soonded  the  depths  and 
■hoals  of  honor ;"  and  I  would  aak  the  gentle- 
man whether  even  as  to  them  it  la  not  bottomed 
on  a  wrong  estimate  of  human  nature.  UpoD 
the  principle  of  the  resolution  they  are  selfish. 
Thej  have  no  care  for.  and  paj  no  regard  bo, 
the  pnblio  interest.  Tneir  fMiines  and  passions 
are  absorbed  in  speeohifying,  as  Xha  word  goes, 
for  their  own  B^andi»menL  They  wiU,  of 
ooorse,  go  on  in  their  nsnal  coarse  until  the 
period  when  the  ei^ht  dollars  per  diem  shall 
oeaae,  and,  after  havmg  picked  up  the  cmmba 
and  oSal  of  everj  debate,  to  make  themselves 
notorious,  wiU  go  homo  at  the  end  of  the  fonr 
months,  and  leave  the  public  hnaiaess  undone. 
The  old  adage,  that  "  yon  cannot  bring  blood 
out  of  a  turnip,"  is  too  tme  to  be  overturned 
by  this  resolntion.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  onder- 
itDod  as  believing  that  this  is  the  tme  character 
of  this  HoQse,  or  an/  very  large  portion  of  it. 
[  believe  the  members  seneral^  \o  be  actuated 
bj  as  high  and  honorable  motives  as  any  former 
Dongreas.  It  is  not  requisite  I  ahonld,  in  csn- 
lor,  say  that  they  possess  the  same  amount  of 
uleat.  1  know  that  in  this  aaesion,  as  in  all 
brmer  ones,  time  has  been  consumed  in  what 
iaa  been  often  called  frivolous  debate,  but  still 
[  am  satisfied,  from  the  information  of  those 
efficiently  qualified  to  know,  from  correct  and 
>fficial  sonrces,  that  we  are  not  behind  any  pre- 
leding  Oongrees  in  the  amount  of  business 
lotoolly  done,  and  that  we  are  mnoh  ahead  of 
hem  in  important  national  affairs,  well  matured 
17  onr  committees,  and  now  awaitinx  the 
lOtioti  of  the  House.  In  addition  to  utls,  It 
mght  to  be  recollected,  by  experienced  gentle' 
aen,  that  we  have  hod  three  contested  elec- 
ions,  each  of  which  was  the  subject  of  warm 
xcitement  and  debate,  and  which  for  the  time 
ntirely  esclnded  ordinary  legislative  bnainess. 
know  that  many  "  wise  saws  "  have  been  ut- 
ared  abont  a  debate  of  two  days  on  a  email 
Ddian  memorial.  I  do  not  set  myself  up  as  a 
eiUBor  npou  anj  gentlemen  who  may  think 
roper  to  enter  a  debate  upon  any  qnestion  be- 
ire  thia  House.  They  are  all  of  age,  and  act 
pon  their  responsibility  to  their  oonstitnents, 
ad  are  amenable  to  ue  high  bar  of  public 
iBte.  Bnt  as  I  did  not  enter  into  that  debate, 
ad  have  been  generally  "  a  looker  on  in  Ye- 
>na,-"  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  in- 
olved  an  important  principle.  It  ought  to  be 
ipposed  that  gentlemen  from  various  quarters 
r  this  Union,  meeting  bother  here,  somewhat 
TfUigers,  debate  from  mntnal  and  public  tn- 
xaotioa.  For  my  part,  I  listen  with  pleasnre 
id  delight  to  the.efFlisions  of  genius,  talent, 
3d  experience,  on  any  aubjeot,  and  bear  with 
atienca  its  concomitant  evu,  garrulity  without 
isdom.  The  pnbiio  never  said  that  the  time 
t  conaamed  was  wasted,  until  some  genUemen 
are,  perhaps  with  a  view  of  building  up  their 
wn  reputation  at  the  expense  of  others,  made 
ime  stir  abont  it.    If  we  oonld  oil  see  omr- 


selves  as  others  see  na,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
considered  that  the  best  way  to  build  up  a  rep- 
utation for  business  habits,  is  to  attend  dili- 
^ntly  to  the  matters  before  us,  without  mak' 
mg  a  parade  about  it.  A  close  mouth  is  not 
only  the  sign  bnt  often  the  very  perfection  of 
wisdom.  The  discussions  of  the  early  part  of 
this  session  may  have  led  to  no  practical  meoS' 
ure,  still  they  may  have  awakened  public  atten- 
tion, and  sharpened  public  inquiry.  I  believe 
there  is  no  voluabla  institution  in  this  world 
without  some  alloy ;  assembled  here  from  the 
different  sections  of  a  mighty  empire— the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  ftee  ana  intelligent  people — 
overlooking  the  mnltitndinons  intereaU  of  this 
great  republic — exercising  the  right  of  free  dis- 
cussion— that  great  and  gtoriona  right — can  we 
expect  to  Lave  it  without  some  alloy!  It  is 
impossible — discussion  would  not  be  valuable 
if  it  were  so  controlled  as  to  exempt  it  iroia 
being  abused.  We  cannot  have  tliat  beau  ideal 
in  legislative  proceedings  which  genUemen 
seem  to  desire,  and  we  shonld  be  careful  leet, 
in  attempting  to  take  awi^  what  may  seem  ob- 
jectionable in  debate,  we  do  not  destroy  the 
value  of  the  right  of  discusrion  altogether. 

The  resolution  is  founded  npon  an  sasnmed 
fact,  the  ooutrary  of  which  is  proved  by  ex- 
perience. It  woold  doubtleee  be  a  wise  meas- 
ure, if  it  was  satisfactorily  established,  that 
the  le^;ialative  bndness  could  be  transacted  in 
fonr  months.  If  not,  the  reeolntion  ought  to 
be  abandoned.  How  are  we  to  ascertain  that 
the  bunneas  con  be  done  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days,  not  only  now,  but  in  future  time  f 
Are  we  to  resort  to  experience,  the  sure  guide 
which  statesmen  oa^ht  always  to  foUow,  or 
draw  upon  onr  imagmationa  t  We  must  con- 
sult the  records  of  onr  oonntry,  and  they  will 
admonish  us  that  it  is  a  gratuitous  suppoeition, 
a  mere  fancy,  to  say  that  onr  business  can  be 
transacted  in  four  months.  I  have  looked  at 
the  aessions  of  Oongreas  tma  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Qovemment,  and  I  find  that,  at 
no  period,  has  the  first  session  of  any  Oongreas 
been  leas  than  five  months,  not  even  when  the 
population  of  the  country  did  not  much  eioeed 
three  millions  of  souls ;  at  times,  too,  when 
men  of  the  purest  patriotism  and  most  distin- 
gnished  talents  appeared  in  the  coonoils  of  the 
nation ;  men  whose  bright  eecuteheona  were 
never  stained  with  the  imputation  of  eking  out 
a  session  for  the  love  of  their  per  diem  ^ow- 
anoe.  The  first  Oongreas  sat,  u  the  two  years, 
five  hnndred  and  nineteen  days.  I  admit,  that 
putting  the  new  machinery  into  operation  re- 
qnired  more  than  ordinary  time ;  but  in  tike 
years  '93  and  'M,  when  the  whole  machinery 
of  Government  was  in  hannonions  operation, 
Congress  sat  three  hundred  and  eleven  days ; 
in  'SS  and  1800,  it  sat  two  hnndred  and  seventy- 
two  days.  At  that  period  the  population  was 
five  miaous  three  hundred  and  nineteen  thou- 
sand and  thirteen  souls,  less  than  one-half  of 
our  present  population,  and  the  great  States  in 
the  valley  or  the  Mis^awppi  have  nnoe  grown 
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Dp^  as  if  br  ma^o,  dalmipj;  the  patenul  care 
of  this  Legislfttnre.  Bat  I  bave  tamed  to  an- 
other period  of  our  history,  in  the  hope  that 
its  example  would  be  more  preTalent  here. 
Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  power  npon  the  basis  of 
econonif  and  reform,  and  I  befieve  he  had  a 
sincere  desire  to  promote  both.  But  I  have 
looked  in  Twa  to  find  that  the  first  seaaioii  of 
aaj  Oongress,  during  that  administration,  was 
broDght  to  &  close  in  less  tfaaa  five  months. 
The  first  session  of  hia  admiuistraUon  lasted 
one  hnndred  and  fbrty-eight  dara,  and  the 
second  eighty-eight.  Snp[ioeiiig^  aowever,  to 
htunor  the  foshion  of  the  times,  that  thej  had 
some  trouble  in  clearing  away  the  rabbit  left 
by  Geuers]  Washington,  and  Mr.  Adams,  in  the 
first  OongrCHB,  yet  the  uecond  Oongrees  of  that 
administration,  inflnenced  by  the  strictest  econ- 
omy, oondacted  by  the  purest  repablioans,  sat 
two  hnndred  and  eighty-two  days.  Is  it  to 
be  expected  that  this  Conxress,  legislating  fur 
more  than  donble  the  nmnber  of  people,  cover- 
ing a  much  wider  extent  of  territory,  and  em- 
bracing sii  additional  Btfttas  with  lees  of  polit- 
ical experience  and  wisdom,  can  do  the  busi- 
ness in  two-thirds  the  time !  The  gentleman 
from  Bonth  Carolina  would  task  ne  too  liard, 
he  would  fix  a  badge  of  disgrace  npon  ns,  nn- 
less  we  far  sorpsss  the  Roger  Shermans,  the 
Albert  Gallatins,  the  Jamee  Madisons,  of  other 
days.  Sir,  it  may  do  very  well  for  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  bat  it  will  not  do  for 
me.  Bat^  if  we  cannot  trust  the  National  Leg- 
islature of  primitive  times  for  an  example,  let 
ns  look  to  the  State  Legislatares.  There  the 
members  stand  in  dose  affinity  and  contact 
with  the  people,  under  tbo  eye  of  th^  con- 
stituents; yet  it  will  be  fonnd  that  they  con- 
sume as  mnch  and  more  time  than  we  do,  mak- 
ing allowanoea  for  the  difiereooe  of  circum- 
stances under  which  we  operate,  and  the  mag- 
nitude and  variety  of  interests  for  which  we 
grovide.  I  speak  with  knowledge  of  the  State 
'om  which  I  have  the  honor  to  come.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  met  one  month  before 
Congress,  and  has  not  yet  adjourned.  If  the 
members  have  done  niseVi  ^^7  wiU  hear,  when 
they  return  home,  the  words  "  well  done  "  from 
their  constituents;  because  that  people  look  more 
to  the  worthiness  and  value  of  legislation,  than 
to  the  ordinary  lime  e^Knded  in  maturing  it. 
I  think,  then,  1  may  safely  say,  deriving  my  In- 
formation from  that  great  source  of  political 
knowledge,  experience,  and  we  should  always 
pursue  our  path  into  futurity  by  the  light  which 
beams  from  the  past— looking  to  this  authority, 
I  may  safely  say  that  the  resolntion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  is  bottomed  upon 
a  presumed  fact^  the  converse  of  which  is  estat>- 
lished  by  experience.  Shall  we,  then,  who  are 
intrqsted  with  the  concerns  of  a  great  nation, 
be  ^ided  by  experience,  or  follow  the  im- 
aginings of  the  sentieman  t  I  choose  to  follow 
in  the  path  of  tnose  wise  and  patriotic  men  of 
our  early  days,  with  whom  the  spirit  of  the 
revelation  abided,  who  were  honored  in  their 


livea,  and,  in  their  deaths,  were  embalmed  ■ 
the  recollections  of  onr  peo^e. 

Hr.  ErcBETT  expreesed  himself  as  fiioiltT  I* 
the  oljjeot  of  the  reeolntiMii,  ao  bi  as  nptM 
an  abridgment  of  the  sesuons,  but  not  dinned 
to  employ  the  means  which  the  tcedutioD  no- 
poeed  to  attain  this  object.  He  nwna  to 
amend  the  reeolation,  so  as  to  limit  each  sndca 
to  a  fixed  term,  which,  ho  thought,  would  ob- 
viate the  objections  which  had  been  nrpd 
agunst  the  resolutiw)  in  debat«,  and  soggtmd 
to  him  by  many  of  his  friends. 

Mi.  Stasbkbby  uid  that  he  did  not  lik«  b 
resolution,  and  he  lamented  tiiat  it  came  bdon 
the  House  from  so  reepectable  a  eouroe.  It 
proceeded  upon  the  suppceition  that  a  mi^eri^ 
of  the  members  of  this  Honse  proraastiiate  m 
sesaon,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  ionewng  their  on 
oompensation.  If  sentiemai  can  persuade  thi 
people  to  believe  Oiii,  it  will  have  a  mamM 
tendency  to  bring  ns  ^to  oontempt  and  di»' 
pate  with  them,  and  pr^aro  their  mindi  ftt 
oertun  irregnlar  movements  against  this  Umco, 
with  which  we  hftve  been  threatened.  Tit 
that  thepecqdelwN 
for  the  TJniML  lUi 
is  mnch  strongar  then  a  eeitiii 
class  of  politicians  among  na  perhaps  ma;  widu 
Not  all  our  measnres  for  the  protection  of  tbt 
industry  of  the  oountiy,  and  for  its  iutsnl 
improvement,  complained  of  as  so  (^pnnit 
by  some,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  hare  the  dte 
of  Htimnlating  the  people  in  any  quarter  to  Mo- 
tion any  of  the  irregular  movements  to  wbieii  I 
have  alluded.  Those  who  may  wiab  to  preptn 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  look  with  ^ipnti*- 
tion  on  any  measnree  of  this  kind,  have  ytti 
great  work  to  performi.  They  most  first  btin 
this  Qovemment  into  contempt :  nothiof^voda 
BO  efFectoally  do  this  as  the  passage  of  thk  n»- 
tntion,  wliidi  would  produm  to  the  wt^  tkit 
we,  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statet,  tb«  i>- 
mediate  repreaentatives  (f  this  great  peoiJo,  n 
public  robbers. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  true  that  this  Honm  « 
any  considerable  portion  of  ita  memlien,  Mn 
to  remun  here  without  performing  auj  potfio 
service,  for  the  mere  pDn>ose  of  entitling  Iltv>- 
selves  to  their  pay;  neitlier  am  I  pr^iwd  W 
admit  that  this  Oongrees  has  been  less  indirin- 
OUB  or  leas  patriotic  tlian  any  which  have  ^ 
before  us.  An  immense  mass  of  busioMS  b« 
been  prepared  by  our  committees,  and  is  no* 
ready  for  the  action  of  the  House.  Ihe  i«- 
sage  of  many  of  the  measnree  before  ^^^ 
the  internal  improvement  of  the  eountty,  w 
which  the  state  of  our  finances  con  at  pHMi 
so  well  afibrd,  and  the  passage  of  tlie  bill  « 
onr  table  for  the  enforcement  of  the  1*<^ 
already  in  being  for  the  protection  of  tlie  •»* 
len  mannfactures,  are,  I  believe,  loudly  »W 
for  by  a  large  m^crity  of  the  people ;  and  if  * 
be  one  object  of  this  resolution  to  defeat  iDff 
any  of  these  measures,  by  depriving  n»  '^J^ 
cient  time  to  act  imou  them,  it  only  aff(^'' 
additional  reason  for  my  oppootion  U  H.  b 
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it  were  in  mj  power  to  ^  aof  farther  (him  to 
vote  againet  the  resolntioii,  I  would  Tote  it  a 
libel  on  the  Hoiua. 

Hr.  MoDuFFiB  replied  to  Mr.  B.  witb  equal 
wanndi,  and  vindicated  his  reeolation  against 
the  objectioTts  urged  hj  others. 

Mr.  SooTT  eaid  that,  were  it  not  tor  the  Im- 
posing appearance  which  tlte  reeolntion  now 
under  consideration  presented  to  the  view  of 
the  poblio,  he  would  have  rested  perieotlr  astis- 
fled  <is  he  had  heretofore  done  on  other  ocoa- 
Aoaa)  with  giring  a  silent  TOt«.  And  now  I 
re^t,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  have  to  differ  in 
opinion  with  the  gentlotnau  fi^iin  Sontb  Oaro- 
liiia,  who  offered  it,  beoaoEe  I  believe  his  mo- 
titea  were  pnre,  and  that  his  onl;^  object  was 
to  facilitate  the  bnmneta  of  Oosgreaa;  and  I 
DOW  ^savow  the  most  distant   intentioa  of 


principle,  snoh  aa  is  oompreheoded  in  the  reeo- 
Intion,  wonld  have  a  tendency  virtoaUy  to  de- 
iOkj  one,  the  moat  valnable  oo-ordinate  branch 
)f  onr  republican  GoTeminent.  I  mean  the 
'^reeeutatiTC  branch,  which  is  at  all  timea  nn- 
ler  the  immediate  control  of  the  people,  and 
iDght  to  be  free  and  nnreatrioted  lu  its  delib- 
ratiOQS.  In  my  hnmblo  opinion,  it  wonld  be 
mpradent,  impolitdo,  and  ni^nst  in  ns,  who  ait 
lere  in  the  time  of  peaoe  and  pronietity,  to 
imit  the  Bessiona  to  a  certain  period  of  time, 
rhen  we  know  not  the  day  that  troublea  and 
usfortanee  may  befall  ns.  Yes,  air,  there  is  a 
oaaibility,  though,  I  grant,  not  a  probability, 
iat,  previous  to  the 'end  of  our  present  ses- 
ion,  an  indignity  '"^7  he  offered  to  onr  flag 
pOD  the  ocean,  which  might  render  it  abso- 
iteJy  neoesaary  for  the  present  Oongreaa  to 
ike  the  matter  onder  tlteir  most  serioos  con- 
deration.  I  hope  a  kind  Providence  m^ 
rert  anj  snch  evil,  as  no  one  wonld  deplore  it 
ore  than  myself.  But  this  and  many  other 
ronmstanoea  may  oocnr  in  fatore,  which  may 
quire  the  solemn  deliberations  of  Gougrees, 
hen  they  may  require  time,  and  the  ntmoat 
rtent  of  their  talents — whenever  national 
fetj  maj  hang  aoroended  on  the  lips  and  the 
ise  deliberations  of  the  statesmen  within  this 
ill.  And,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  eiperi- 
loed  of  the  gentleman  who  ia  the  author  of 
e  resolation  now  under  oonuderatdon,  I,  for 
le,  would  have  aa  mnch  confidence  in  hia  in- 
^ri^,  talenta,  and  opinions  on  snoh  an  oooa- 
m,  as  of  any  member  within  theee  walls. 
it,  mnoh  aa  I  have  admired  the  general 
nrae  which  the  gentlonan  from  South  Oaro- 
la  has  porsaed,  ainoe  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
serring  it,  I  most  be  permitted  to  think  very 
Terently  from  him  on  some  subjects ;  and,  at 
esent,  I  feel  opposed  both  to  the  reaolntion, 
d  the  amendniBnt  to  it,  which  has  been 
*erod  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Uas- 
ihoBetts,  (Mr.  SvaKBTT,)  beoaoae  1  believe 
it  either  of  them  is  at  vaHance  with  our  re- 
blican  institntions,  and  that  if  either  is 
opted,  and  should  become  a  law,  the  most 
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pemicions  conseqnencee  will  moat  inevitably 
follow.     The  very  principle  implied,  boUi  in 

the  rteolation  and  amendment,  is,  that  th« 
members  of  this  body;  prolong  tlie  aessions, 
from  the  mercenary  motives  of  receiving  their 
per  diem  allowance,  trifling  with  the  bnaineas 
of  the  people  by  an  nnneceaBary  delay.  The 
^ntleman  has  himself  illostrated  this  view  of 
it  most  sadafsotorily,  beoanse  he  insiets  that  if 
snoh  a  law  was  in  operation,  there  wonld  be  aa 
much  business  transacted  in  the  term  for  which 
they  were  to  receive  eight  dollars  per  day,  aa 
there  is  at  the  present  time,  when  the  eeesion 
is  extended  so  mnch  longer ;  and  he  has,  but  a 
few  minutes  since,  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
OoosresH  wonld  not  nt  either  at  two  dollars 
per  day,  or  without  a  compensation.  When  he 
first  advocated  hia  reaolotJon,  we  w«e  informed 
that  if  Congreaa  wonld  sit  a  month  after  the 
eifht  dollars  per  day  wonld  expire,  and  tben  re- 
oeive  two  dollars  per  day,  there  would  be  an 
ample  compensation  for  the  sesuon,  as  the  ag- 
gr^ote  wonld  be  about  seven  dollars  per  day. 
This  position,  I  ^prebend,  only  goea  to  ehow 
that  fight  dolWa  per  day  is  too  mnch ;  because, 
if  seven  dollars  is  "  amply  sufficient,"  for  a 
long  session,  it  ts  equally  so  for  a  shorter  one ; 
and,  if  gentlemen  are  in  earnest,  and  have  any 
desire  to  reduce  tlie  wag^  of  members,  I  shall 
go  with  them  most  oheerfoUy  to  reduce  tlia 
aai\j  pay  to  seven  dollara  becaoae  I  believe 
tltat  sum  is  worth  as  much  for  ordinary  uses  at 
the  present  day  as  eight  dollars  waa  at  the  time 
the  present  pay  waa  established  by  law ;  and 
this  will  be  a  certain  saving  to  the  Qovemment, 
and  much  more  congenial  to  onr  republican  in- 
stitutions. 

Buffalo  and  Nae  Orleaiu  Bead, 
The  previous  orders  of  the  day  were,  aa  the 
motion  of  Ur.  Hbuphhx,  postponed ;  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TTnion,  Ur.  "Raysu 
ia  the  chdr,  and  took  np  the  bill  making  an 
uipropriation  for  a  road  from  Buffalo,  in  New 
York,  to  New  Orleans  by  Washington  city. 

Ur.  A.  H.  Shkppbbd  s^d  he  rose  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  now  under  coneider&ion.  I  have  hither- 
to forborne  to  do  so,  from  a  wish  that  my 
oolleagne  (Ur.  Oi^sok)  should  have  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  offeringone  that  was  long  since  printed 
and  lud  on  our  tables ;  but  aa  he  has  twice  had 
the  floor,  and  twice  been  induced  to  withhold 
his  propontion,  I  now  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
present  my  own ;  the  effect  of  wUch  will  be, 
as  I  intimated  when  I  obtained  the  floor,  to 
make  up  an  issue  different  from  that  already 
pending,  by  preventing  something  like  an  inter- 
plea  in  favor  of  the  people  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  bringing  directly  before  the  committee 
the  relative  eltums  of  the  different  routes  pro> 
posed  from  this  place  to  New  Orleans. 

These  ezaminaUons  and  anrveya  were  eieented 
by  order  of  the  Government,  under  authority 
of  Uie  act  of  April,  1824,  directing  the  but^ 
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of  sncfa  obJectB  of  intanutl  improvement  u  might 
be  considered  of  naUonal  importaiice.  Bnt 
.while  it  ia  m;  parpoee  to  show  from  tliem  that 
the  roatea  eaat  of  the^oontuns,  u  indicated 
by  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  and  eflperiall; 
that  termed  the  middle  route,  poseeBi  adTaatagea 
mperior  to  thom  wut  of  tbe  mountains,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  ezpren  mv  regret  that  ttieae 
documents  do  not  famish  uiat  acenrate  infor- 
mation ao  desirable  in  deciding  tiie  perpleiiiig 
auestion  of  the  proper  location  of  this  road ; 
ie;  exhibit  a  mere  outline,  without  aotioing 
many  of  the  prominent  diffionlties  or  peculiar 
advantages  cbaraeteristia  of  the  &ce  of  tbe 
country  throngh  which  these  sorreys  are  car- 
ried.   I  have  understood,  sir,  that  iha  visit  of 
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well  suppose  the  gentleman  from  Pemurtnidi 
to  have  fallen  into  this  error,  not  mlj  ha 
what  he  has  s^d,  bnt  from  the  fact  ^du 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bun)  bi 
triumphantly  exhibited  a  chart  of  the  rtmte 
reported  in  1^6,  and  has  referred  to  it  u  giTB| 
the  <Mi]y  western  dir«oCioQ  indicated  bj  tin 
en^eers ;  bnt,  sir,  I  have  procured  frni]  tlie 
Eng^eer  Deparbnent,  and  now  have  bdoi 
me,  a  mv^  of  a  route  which  diverges  fivo  lb 
first  a  few  nulee  beyoud  ^loxville^  TraieM^ 
croeses  the  CUndi  ItiTer  at  EingstoD,  it  ll« 
found  winding  its  w^  Utroogfa  the  OniubNiui 
mount^na,  and  toiling  up  Spencer's  hill,  tad, 
after  a  fatiguing  joomer  of  many  nul««  in  '  ' 


the 
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Icnown  to  very  few  persons  tbronghout  the  line 
of  their  Bnrvey  in  the  western  part  of  North 
Oarolina;  and  that  they  neither  sought  nor 
obtained,  from  intelligent  individuals,  enchlooal 
information  as  might  have  tended  to  a  full  nn- 
deriitanding  of  the  advantages  which  tbat  rente 
presented.  They  seemed  to  have  travelled  with 
the  caution  and  expedition  that  n^ht  have 
been  expected  to  cbaracterixe  an  excnreion  into 
an  enemy's  country.  It  is  true  that,  at  the 
Ume  of  the  performance  of  this  service,  some  of 
oar  sonthern  politioians,  both  here  and  else- 
where, had  assumed  a  rather  threatening  atti- 
tude in  their  deuinl  of  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  execute  surveys,  and  oontctmot  roads 
and  other  worlcs  of  improvement^  in  the  several 
States;  bnt  whatever  reason  this  might  have 


offered  for  a  carefnl  and   nnobtrnaive 


passa^ 


throngh  other  parts  of  thor  Journey,  yet, 
North  Carolina,  these  Government  officers  had 
nothing  to  fear — they  were  there,  at  least,  on 
neutral  gronnd.  Not  that  tihe  people  of  that 
State  are  indifferent  to,  or  united  in  their  opin- 
ion* as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment upon  this  and  other  mbjeota,  bntL  influ- 
enced by  that  spirit  of  concession  and  oom- 
promise  which  gave  ejdrtence  to  the  constitn- 
tioD,  they  are  prepared  to  yield  much ;  yea,  sir, 
they  would  panse  long  before  they  uttered  even 
a  gasconading  threat  of  opposition  to  this  or 
any  umilar  act  of  anthoritv  on  the  part  of  tbe 
General  Government;  and  though  they  may 
believe  that,  in  many  acts  of  legislation  here,  a 
due  regard  has  not  been  paid  to  their  interwts, 
their  complaints  will  he  found  to  mingle  with 
them  no  spirit  of  resistance — no  sentiment  of 
disnnion.  This  is  a  subject  that  they  have  not 
been  taught  to  think  or  talk  aliont ;  and  I,  sir, 
am  tbe  very  lost  man  on  earth  that  would  at- 
tempt to  teach  them  so  fearful  a  lesson.  Bnt  I 
return  t«  the  immediate  question  before  the 
OMnmittee.  The  gentleman  from  Penneylva- 
nia  (Mr.  EsHPrnu.)  asserts  that  the  western 
rente,  the  one  embraced  in  the  bill,  has  decided 
advantages  over  any  other ;  but  be  has  not  told 
ns  to  which  of  tbe  rontes  bia  assertion  is  intend- 
ed to  apply ;  or,  is  he  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
two  directions  and  two  distjnot  surveys  west  of 
tiie  mountains  have  been  reported?    I  m^r 


Muscle  shoals  of  the  T«mesHee.  Here  it  n^ 
cross  tbe  river ;  bnt  by  what  means  itipsMgtii 
intended  to  be  effected,  the  report  does  not 
inform  us ;  it  is  thenoe,  throngh  many  diS^ 
ties,  conveyed  to  the  Mlaaijinppi,  at  or  aetf 
Baton  Rouge ;  from  thwoe  it  follows  the  Uab 
of  that  river  to  New  Orleans.  This  is  empbili- 
cally  the  western  route,  the  one  partifliliitr 
recommended  by  tbe  geoUeman  from  Tirginii, 
(Mr.  Bmtto,)  yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  tbe  «■ 
gineers  report  the  distance  of  this  line  of  vni 
from  Washington  to  New  Orleans  to  be  tretn 
himdred  and  eighty-two  miles,  and  tbitoftb 
middle  ront&  ^rongh  North  CaroUns,  6«ili 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  on^  elevHi  himdnd 
and  six  miles,  the  gentleman  from  Tenac*- 
see  (Mr.  Blub)  has  roundly  asserted  Ihtf 
the  weetem  had  the  advantage  in  p<w>t  i^ 
distance.  [Mr.  B.  explained— -be  refmed  to 
that  through  East  Tenneasee.]  I  ceUi*!; 
should  have  understood  the  gentleman  u  » 
now  explains  tumsel^  bnt  he  is  sdll  iiM>' 
tuned  in  his  portion ;  far  the  some  K^ 
makes  even  his  &vorite  direction  longer  ma 
that  of  the  middle  enrvey ;  tbe  differom  j> 
indeed  inoon^erable ;  bnt  it  is  deddedlj  ii 
favor  of  my  aide  of  the  mountains;  bitb 
other  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  bun) 
will,  no  doubt,  admit  me  to  be  correct,  *lwl 
state  that  I  understand  him  bh  joining  the  its' 
tleman  from  Virginia,  in  recommeDding  <^ 
road  throngh  West  Tennessee.  Takiif  tfe 
therefore,  as  tbe  western  project,  I  will  m" 
it  as  the  standard  of  tlie  comparison  liniaJg 
institnta  between  the  different  lines  nutfl* 
I  have  already  shown  that  distance,  a  ^ 
important  consideration,  is  decidedly  in  '"^ 
of  tbe  middle  route ;  and  I  am  equally  co"^ 
that  the  facilities  for  oonstructmg  Bgoodw 
durable  road  are  also  on  my  ^e  of  ue  ^ 
tion.  It  is  true  that  tbe  K^)ort  exhibit)  liw 
or  no  difference  in  this  respect ;  hat  the  gtuej 
man  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Isaoks)  has  \is^ 
furnished  the  proof  that  correels  theemffOi 
the  engineera  in  this  particular.  He  has  ^>o^ 
the  entire  unfitness  of  his  country  for  the  o* 
ing  of  even  a  tolerable  way,  aocordmg  to  ™ 
plan  proposed  by  the  bill ;  and  it  is  so  fortbi 
best  of  reasons— the  great  depth  wrf  ridw* 
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of  tbe  soil  of  that  fayorite  and  highly  favored 
region  render  it  unfit  for  the  oonatrnction  of  a 
rcMd  com^HMed  of  earth  odIj.  ThU  is  a  partial 
iDoonvenience  that  we  have  all  understood  to 
appl;  to  tbe  gentlenuui's  country ;  but  which 
needs  only  to  be  stated,  to  couTince  us  that  its 
very  eiiateaoe  implies  an  incalcnlably  greater 
beoefit  in  the  abundant  fertility  of  their  lands. 

Then,  sir,  whilst  tbe  bill  proposes  a  road 
ooustracted  of  earth  only,  it  is  through  the 
oomparotively  poor  region  of  my  State,  and  a 
large  extent  oi  the  survey  still  &rther  south, 
that  a  soil  will  b«  found  most  h^>pily  adapted 
to  its  ooustruction ;  it  would  not  only  be  mora 
chesply  made,  but  when  done,  it  woold  be  of  a 
maeh  more  durable  character. 

But,  ID  a  commeroial  aspect,  it  is  oontended 
that  the  western  direction  poesesaes  very  de- 
cided advantagea ;  yet  if  I  rightly  understand 
tiie  report  upon  this  snbjeat,  CTsn  that  anthori- 
ty  will  be  found  in  favor  of  the  middle  ronta, 
for  all  porposes  of  internal  commeroa.  By 
oasti^  tJie  eye  over  the  surveyB  through  East 
and  West  Tennessee,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
are  carried  for  many  miles  in  a  direction  parallel 
to  the  course  of  the  Tennessee,  and  other  navi- 
gable streams,  and  oAeii  upon  their  very  banks, 
or  at  the  distance  of  bnt  a  few  miles.  Instead, 
then,  of  this  improvement  being  called  for  by 
the  absence  of  water  commnni  cation,  the  road, 
if  established  as  proposed  by  tbe  bill,  can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  aiuiiiary  or  snbstituta  for  the 
UAvigable  streams  everywhere  to  be  met  with 
ia  its  neighborhood,  and  running  in  the  same 
lireotion.  This  is  not  only  true  in  the  State 
i>f  Tennessee,  bnt  ia  remarkably  so  through  a 
portion  of  the  ooontry  still  farrier  south ;  for 
lot  only  are  smaller  streams  to  be  aooommo- 
Iftted  with  this  road,  bnt  for  at  least  three  hun- 
Ired  miles  it  is  found  traverung  the  very  banks 
>f  the  MissisaippL  Then,  ia  it  not  evident  that 
nnch  of  the  oonutry  through  which  it  will  pass 
a  already  provided  with  a  much  better  means 
if  transportation  than  would  be  afforded  by  the 
troposed  improvement)  Hot  so,  ur,  in  the 
Urectioa  of  the  middle  route ;  there  we  do  not 
iropoee  the  absurdity  of  making  a  national  road 
hot  ooimot  be  needed ;  but;  on  the  other  hand, 
ts  construction  in  a  direction  different  from 
hat  of  tbe  streams  flowing  to  the  Atlantic,  ranst 
fford  a  very  extended  accommodation  to  the 
nhabitaate  of  the  intermediate  sections  of 
oontrf,  by  facilitating  the  tronsDortation  of 
heir  produce,  if  not  to  the  deetineo  market,  at 
wst  to  some  point  from  which  they  would 
ave  tbe  advantage  of  water  conveyance.  A 
reference  fonndeaonthisviewof  the  situation 
f  tbe  country  east  of  the  mountains,  is  dearly 
itimated  in  the  report  of  the  engineers ;  and 
Ithongh  it  may  not  be  found  to  obtain  with 
[}ual  force  throngbout  the  entire  line  of  survey, 
et  its  general  existence  affords  a  sufficient  reo- 
ya.  why  it  should  weigh  much  with  the  com- 
littee  in  fixing  the  direction  of  this  road.  Bnt 
lere  is  in  my  part  of  NorUi  Carolina  a  deeorip- 
lOn  of  trade  tluit  wonld  be  peooliarly  beneflted 


by  this  measure.  We  have  mnch  intercourse 
with  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  Virginia  in  the  other  To  these  8tatee 
the  farmers  of  my  district  of  country  are  mnch 
in  the  habit  of  wagoning  their  productions,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  exchange  or  barter,  or  with 
the  more  dedrable  object  of  effecting  a  sale  for 
cash.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  this  trade  exhib- 
its the  numerous  caravans  of  wagons  that  we 
are  told  ore  seen  crowding  along  the  western 
road ;  bnt  I  will  say,  it  is  far  from  being  incon- 
siderabla,  and  is  muoh  increasins,  especially  in 
the  southern  direction,  and  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  claim  onr  attention  in  the  consider- 
ation of  this  part  of  tbe  subject. 

The  military  advantages  of  this  western  road 
have  been  heightened  and  embellished  by  it^ 
qnent  allusions  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as 
not  only  the  scene  of  military  operations,  bnt 
as  the  theatre  on  which  imperiuiable  renown 
was  obtained.  Every  idea  of  defence  connected 
with  this  road  seems  irreustibly  to  terminate 
at  this  memorable  point.  My  colleague  (Mr. 
Cabson)  was  certwnly  very  happy  on  this  part 
of  the  subject ;  and  although  I  could  but  regard 
some  portion  of  bis  argument  as  underrating 
the  importance  of  improvements  in  time  <w 
peace,  tending  to  security  in  time  of  war,  yet 
the  reasons  offered  by  him  were  quite  sufficient 
to  show  the  utter  inutility  of  taking  this  rood 
out  of  its  natural  course  solely  with  a  view  to 
the   defence  of  New  Orleans ;   for,  whatever 

Soasible  necesuty  there  may  be,  at  some  future 
ay,  to  muster  tjie  sons  of  the  West  at  this  far- 
famed  theatre  of  war,  I  can  but  believe  that 
they  will  find  their  way  thither  more  cheaply 
and  expeditiously  through  other  modes  of  con- 
veyance than  Uiat  which  this  military  road 
wonld  afford ;  and,  air,  I  have  not  heard  it  con- 
tended in  argiameut,  that  any  other  point  on  the 
line  of  this  westwn  road  waa  likely  to  present 
a  field  for  militai?  operations-^o  necesraty  is 
intimated  of  saving  us  fVom  ourselves  in  the 
West ;  for,  whatever  may  be  bought  of  the 
South,  all  is  peace  and  qniet  in  that  quarter ; 
there  the  spirit  of  insnbordination  is  not  thought 
to  threaten  disunion,  or  endanger  our  repose — 
the  only  ^ssible  cause  of  (^prehension  arises 
frcan  dieir  assertion  of  dami  to  the  lauds  of 
the  Govemmeot ;  and,  for  one,  I  hope,  ere  long, 
we  shall  remove  this  source  of  contention  and 
apprehended  danger,  by  maiHng  distribution  of 
them  among  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

TcnsDAT,  March  80. 
Pay  4/*  if«nS*r». 

The  House  resumed  the  oonsiderotion  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  MoDdfitb,  to  curtail 
the  sessions  of  Congress,  by  reducing  the  per 
diem  after  a  certain  period. 

Mr.  WATm  rose,  and  sud  he  was  opposed  to 
the  reeolntion  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDoirta,) 
and  also  to  the  amendment  ofl^red  by  the  honor- 
able member  from  Uawaohnsetts,  (Mr.  Evxbett.) 
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Ito  adoption  of  either  would  b«  iwodnctive  of 
more  harm  than  good — Dor  was  there  an?  thing 
in  t}ie  past  legislation  of  our  coontrf,  or  whii£ 
had  oocnired  at  that  seeiion  of  Con^^ea,  to  jns' 
tif?  the  changes  Boggested.  I  am  udsfled  (aaid 
Mr.  W.)  with  the  present  arrangemeat  for  the 
aesnons  of  Oongress,  aad  believe  the  House  vill 
oome  to  the  saine  conclodoD,  after  matnre  re- 
flection npoD  the  BQbJeot. 

The  original  resolution  proposes  tllat  the  oom- 

Knaatjon  of  the  members  of  Oongress  shall 
eight  dollars  a  d^  for  one  houdred  and 
twentj  days,  and,  if  a  seasion  shall  be  extended 
beyond  that  time,  that  the  pay  shall  be  two 
dollars  per  diem ;  and  the  amendment  provides 
that  the  commencemuit  of  the  searions  of 
Oongress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber, witli  a  limitation  of  both  to  the  Sd  March. 
The  first  is  urged  opon  the  gronnda  Uiat 
there  is  a  want  of  indnstry  in  this  House,  and 
that  something  is  needed  to  ooeroens  to  greater 
effort — that  onr  inertnees  is  oansed  by  toe  mer- 
oenary  condderation  of  daily  pay — that  it  wUl 
Bare  to  the  nation  seventy-five  thooaand  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  if  the  first  seesion  of  each  Oui- 
ness  shall  be  continned  to  its  ordinary  length, 
then  eight  dollars  per  day  for  one  hnndred  ana 


nthe 

order  they  have  been  stated;  and  my  reason 
for  giving  this  formal  inTeatigatdon  to  a  snbjeot, 
apparently  of  no  great  importanoe,  is  the  re- 

Seotable  sonroe  from  which  the  reaolation  and 
e  amendment  came,  and  the  diapodtion  to 
prevent  the  mischief  which  either  may  do.  If 
apology,  however,  were  neoeasary.my  jostifioa- 
tion  would  be  fonnd  in  the  example  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
OoDLTXB,)  whom  aonte  and  talented  expomtion 
of  the  reasons  against  the  resolnldon,  and  of 
the  oonseqnenoes  which  will  result  from  its 


The  first  consideration  nrged  in  £avor  of  the 
resolntion  by  its  mover — a  want  of  Industry — 
is  the  assertion  of  a  fbct,  and  its  tntb  most  be 
ascertained  l)efi:«e  it  can  be  need  as  an  arga- 
ment. 

I  am  told  by  those  in  whose  experience  I 
have  confidence,  and  the  examination  of  our 
statntebook  confirms  the  declaration — that  if  the 
legislation  of  this  session  is  compared  in  kind 
exiA.  qnantity  with  that  of  any  preceding  Con- 
gress, it  will  suffer  no  disparagement  by  the 
comparison.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
resolations  have  been  submitted,  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  bills  have  bean  matured  by  the 
oommittees  and  laid  npon  yonr  table,  one  bon- 
dred  and  twenty-three  of  them  have  been  finally 
disposed  of  in  this  Home,  forty-one  of  which 
have  received  the  concnrrenoe  of  the  Senate, 
and  passed  into  laws ;  seven  from  the  Benate 
have  been  acted  upon  here,  and  fifty-two  from 
the  same  branch  of  the  legislature  reoiaiQ  for 


fomteK  [llu(x,UIO, 

our  oonnderation.  Of  the  biDs  wbid  ban 
passed  into  laws,  it  should  be  mnanbwed,  Ikn 
are  several  of  n»iinnal  importance,  and  umbj 
them,  what  is  nnnsaal  go  early  in  the  bmwb, 
and  which  should  have  condUMed  the  bndnw 
of  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  McDoRia,)  ia  hit  on 
bill  of  appropriatdona  for  the  ensning  pel^ 
year.  With  this  formidable  array  d  tniiiKa 
done,  it  is  easier  to  make  an  ao^iaatiMiof  ij)di> 
lenoe  than  to  sustain  it.  No  preceding  On- 
gresa  has  done  more  so  eariy  in  the  BMOoa; 
and  at  the  termination  of  this  on  the  IGtha 
May,  the  time  fixed  for  its  adjonnunoit  by  ffii 
House,  in'  quantity  at  least,  we  may  sntidpdt 
enough  to  entitle  us  to  the  or        -■----' 
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too,  without  having  the  volome  o 
oilarged  by  ""^Ving  any  extTavagaot  udti- 
perimental  expenditnrea  for  intenal  inpnn» 
menta  whioh  can  nevw  yield  a  reveniw  to  cor 
treamiT,  or  by  eodi  lawe  as  press  open  da 
loins  of  national  indnsby,  to  enoounge  mnt- 
fiMtniea.  However,  let  me  not  be  si^oacd  to 
intend  any  itjustioe  to  the  gentlanaa,  \^.  Ho- 
DoFFiB,)  as  it  Is  not  owing  to  his  want  of  ila^ 
or  exertion  that  we  have  not  been  rdieved  fim 
the  latter;  and  as  to  the  first,  without  thinldi^ 
with  some  of  us  in  prindple,  hetwe^  wfaom  t 
must  be  admitted  there  are  shades  of  differatc^ 
he  has  already  manifested  a  strong  desire  It 
retain  the  operation  of  his  own  sentimeiita  ii|M 
the  power,  strictly  within  the  bounds  of  jwUdw 
and  national  appropriations;  and  1  oanootn- 
fhtin  from  eipreseing  the  hope  that  thta  smm 
will  pasa  without  a  difference  between  ia  K  to 
what  works  orsubsmptiona  shall  be  ocawitn' 
entitled  to  his  cantionary  oppontion. 

But  the  ehai^  <A  a  want  of  indnstry  in  lU 
Oongrces  has  gone  out  to  the  world,  nndffl^ 
sanction  of  the  gentlemao'e  name,  sad  »(• 
such  authority  it  will  be  believed,  nulesB  it  v*l 
be  repelled  by  a  detailed  examination  of  jn* 
ceding  Congresses — not  very  intoesliiig,  it  ii 
true,  bat  which  may  command  the  sttoitiM  ^ 
the  House  from  its  direct  applicaticm  to  tbt 
subjeot.  And  one  other  reason  otmi  n  B 
be  particular.  Having  come  into  thia  fiWi 
under  the  political  revolution  which  thepw^ 
tbonght  the  condition  of  the  oountiy  dHniii^ 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  composed  as  it  is  of  I 
mmety  of  new  members,  three-fourfl)*  of  »li* 
were  chosen  to  eosUun  tiie  present  admin**' 
tion,  that  such  a  charge,  involving  Ibeni  iai 
moiety  of  its  discredit,  willbotiennittedtopM 
withont  a  reftitation,  even  when  made  bf  W 
old  member  of  this  House,  though  he  be  oh  a 
the  firmest  and  ablest  supporters  of  w  ew- 
mon  cause.  8noh  a  chuge  may  Tvm  IM 
maker  of  it  in  publie  eatiniati<Hi,  but  it  viD 
throw  his  associ^ee  into  diseeteem  if  H  !»»* 
denied  and  disproved,  and  might  jetfwrd  tu 
administration  itself  at  Ute  ensuing  decbon, 
unless  it  shall  be  shown  that  thoee  vfao  m 
here  and  its  advocates  are  worthy  of  ^^,^^ 
tinned.  Our  adversariea,  sir,  are  gnffiooi^ 
talented  and  unmeroua,  without  giving  to  tm 
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additional  strength  bytlio  Tolnnbuyoocdemnft- 
tion  of  oarselvBS. 

The  eiamination  of  our  etatDt«  book  wilL 
show  that  every  Oongress,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Government  nntil  the  expiration  of  the 
lut,  eicepting  the  fourteenth,  fifteestli,  and 
WTenlMnth,  occupied  more  time  than  vriU  have 
been  oonsnmed  in  thia,  if  the  preasnre  of  onr 
engagements  ahaU  permit  na  to  Beparat«  on  the 
17th  of  Ifa;,  which  every  one  thinks  bo  proba- 
ble, that  DO  one  event  suggests  an  extension  of 
its  sitting  after  the  &4th  of  that  month.  A  ref- 
erence to  the  forty-eighth  ohaplor  of  the  first 
Tolnme  of  onr  laws,  which  ^ves  the  periods  of 
eommencement  and  adjotUTunent  of  Congress 
from  the  year  1789  to  t£e  8d  March,  1819,  vrill 
eonflrm  ^e  declaration  Jost  made,  aa  regards 
thirteen  Oongreeses,  (mtt  the  jonrnals  of  this 
House  will  show  it  to  be  equally  exact  as  re- 
gards the  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
and  twentieth.  The  exception  of  the  four- 
teenth, fifteenth,  and  seventeenth — and  to  the 
fourteenth  and  fiiteenth,  the  gentleman  (Ur. 
UoI>iiFni)  allnded  aa  esamplea  of  conunenda' 
ble  indnatry,  and  of  reproach  to  thia — may  be 
aoconnted  for,  that  the  conntry  having  passed 
from  a  state  of  war  to  peace,  tiie  occnpation  of 
both  consisted  in  repealing  the  taxes  which  had 
been  laid  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  first. 
ICore  than  the  half  of  their  legislation  was 
itrictly  private  and  local ;  that  which  was  of  a 
nixed  ctiaraat«r,  relating  to  onr  pnblio  lands, 
FOB  the  resnmption  of  what  had  oeen  disoon- 
inned  by  the  war,  with  which  persons  in  and 
int  of  Congress  were  familiar.  Trae  it  is,  then 
ras  the  inoepHon  of  oar  present  restrictive 
lommeroial  oode.  by  the  passage  of  the  act  "  to 
palate  dutie)!  npon  Imports  and  tonnage ; " 
nd  the  time  was  made  egoaJly  memorable  by 
he  grant  of  the  United  States  Bank  charter. 
"he  first,  however,  waa  passed  with  mnoh  less 
isoDSBion  than  has  been  had  npon  bills  having 
lie  same  object  in  view  ^oe ;  thongh  the  t«n- 
enoy  of  that,  in  the  anbseqnent  claims  which 
ave  been  based  upon  it,  was  foreseen  and  fore- 
tld  by  Bome,  whose  warnings  were  nnheeded, 
J  the  honest  wish  of  many  to  make  onr  nation 
[dependent  of  foreign  supplies,  without  looking 
ito  fntnrity  for  its  cost ;  and  by  Others,  who 
rerlooked  consequences,  in  their  eager  desire 
•  have  the  honor  of  its  paternity.  For  the 
iber,  the  bank  charter,  the  pabllo  mind  had 
\esa  prepared  by  mnch  previons  discosaion ;  by 
le  ezistenoe  of  a  former  bank ;  by  its  plan  hav- 

Sbeen  m&tnred  in  the  recess  of  Congress ; 
iMoanM  it  WAS  generally  known  that  the 
en  President's  constitational  obJeotionB  to  the 
lorter  hftd  been  snbdned  by  pidnfal  reoolleo- 
>ns  of  the  neoeerities  of  Ms  tre^nry,  and  the  ra- 
cioaa  oombinationa,  daring  the  war,  to  depre- 
kte  Government  seonrities,  isroed  in  oar  boor 
hftrdest  triaL  to  supply  its  deSdenoies.  In  re- 
the  biatory  of  tl 


-ring  to  the  b 


f  that  time,  one  Boandft- 


uly  inolined  might  also  say,  the  talai?  o 
□sotion  law,  an  immediate  operation  having 
as  given  to  It  had  Ite  effeot  in  oandng  an  ear- 
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Her  spring  ffight  than  had  been  nsnal,  L  sir, 
however,  mi^e  no  such  charge ;  and  in  explain- 
ing the  causes  which  enabled  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  Oongresses  to  adjonm  the  first 
sesNou  of  both  earlier  than  had  been  done  be- 
fore, I  disclaim  any  intention  to  depredate  their 
industry,  or  assail  their  pnrity.  I  turn  hack  to 
them  with  respect ;  for  it  was  not  until  then 
that  my  mind  began  to  pursue  political  investi- 
gation, or  to  think  of  public  measurte,  either  as 
to  their  consequences,  or  the  principles  by 
which  they  were  to  he  anst^oil ;  and,  fi'om 
the  reasoning  of  some  of  the  prominent  men  of 
that  day,  my  politics  received  a  radical  tint, 
which,  as  mnch  decried  aa  it  was  afterwards, 
is  now  the  badge  of  many  who  would  not  then 
wear  it,  and  is  very  fast  becoming  the  national 
color,  &tal  aa  it  waa  made  to  some  who  first 
raised  it  as  a  banner.  Thero  was  inscribed 
npon  it,  Judicious  impost  for  revenuer-proper 
expenditures  for  necessary  national  establish- 
ments, but  nothing  for  patronage,  and  a  limita- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  Government  to  the  text 
of  the  constitution — the  best  and  only  security 
for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  The  other  ex- 
ception of  the  seventeenth  OoDness  is  to  be 
aoconnted  for,  from  a  part  of  the  business  of  its 
first  session  having  )>een  done  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  cdxteenth,  which  was  l>egnn  in  No- 
vember, three  weeks  earlier  than  the  ordinary 
time  of  meeting. 

Buch  is  the  mot,  in  regard  to  the  time  ocon- 
pied  in  legislation,  siuoe  onr  Government  was 
organized,  whiohof  itself  relieves  thisOongress 
from  the  impntation  of  any  protraction  of  its 
sitting ;  and  it  shall  be  presently  shown,  if  it 
is  to  be  appreciated  by  the  bnnness  done,  it  will 
have  nocanse  to  shrink  from  any  contrast  with 
the  past  Nay,  if  the  mere  performance  of  duty 
oould  at  any  time  justify  enltation,  it  might  be 
indulged  by  us,  and  those  who  have  for  some 
years  preceded  us,  without  any  self-compla- 
cenoy,  that  the  time  passed  in  leg^latioo  naa 
not  been  extended,  if  it  ia  reaollect«d  how  long 
the  sessions  of  Congress  were  continued  after 
the  Government  had  been  fully  organized; 
when  the  snbjecta  of  legialation  have  been  con- 
Btantiy  increasing  with  this  House,  consisting 
of  a  fbnrtii  lees  nnmber  than  it  now  has,  for 
thirty  years  of  onr  history,  with  all  the  rapidly 
progressive  finctuatiDns  of  a  population  from 
three  to  twelve  millions,  living  in  twenty-four 
separate  sovereignties,  Instead  of  thirteen.  Sir, 
oar  predeoeeaors  were  not  drones  in  legislation ; 
their  labor  is  their  enlogium,  and  ours  shall  be 
as  well  thought  of  hereafter ;  for  I  oannot  be 
mistaken  in  believing  that  tiiere  is  a  spirit  in 
this  Congress,  ravolti^  at  the  slanders  of  inex- 
perienoe  and  want  of  ability  ntt«red  against  this 
administration,  and  determined,  if  they  shall  be 
permitted  to  do  so,  to  make  the  effort  to  give 
to  it  as  distingnished  an  elevation  in  the  fatnre 
annals  ^  onr  conntry,  as  that  which  is  held  by 
the  adminlatration  of  its  iather  and  first  Presi- 
dent 

Bat  it  is  urged,  In  proof  of  the  pr<^)rie^  <rf 
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Umking  t^e  first  Ma^n  of  OtogreM  to  one 
hnndred  and  twentj'  dayi,  and  u  a  NproAch 
when  it  IB  extended  bej<nM  it,  that  the  aooond 
tession  of  three  moiidui  b  snffideat  for  all  the 

EnrposM  of  ]egUlatioiLaiidtfaat  aamncdiiB  done 
litasiBaccomplithedinthefirst  Thedeclva- 
tion  was  inconaiderate,  for  Bocfa  is  not  the  fact ; 
and  I  ask  the  attention  of  Kentlemen,  while  I 
reeort  to  det^  to  sogtun  the  oontrsdiction  of 
both  asaertions.  B7  advertjng  to  oor  rtatote 
book,  it  will  be  foand  that  the  dd^cm  done  at 


laws  passed  at  the  long  and  short 

not  differ  materiallj,  thongh  those  of  the  lattw 

are  in  nomber  Init  two-thirds  of  the  former. 

In  r^ard  to  iuertneM  from  meroenarj  mo- 
tives,  though  sooh  an  impatation  has  been  diit- 
daimed  hj  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Ifr.  Ho- 
DuFFiB,)  and  I  do  not  believe  in  his  oheerrations 
he  meant  to  make  it ;  If  it  had  not  t>ecin  dis- 
olaimed,  it  could  have  been  met  bat  in  one 
way,  and  that  wonld  bare  been  b;  s^ing,  a 
charge  so  diBrepntable  in  mass,  no  one  will 
venture  to  make  partionlar  in  its  application. 
Bat,  sir,  tboagh  it  was  not  intenaed,  it  is 
implied  bj  the  terms  of  the  restdntion,  for  if 
it  be  not  addressed  to  an  esistiog  oormpUcm, 
it  is  meant  to  act  apoa  onr  feani,  which  ia  not 
less  disreputable.  What  is  the  rseelationt  The 
compensation  shall  be  bnt  one-fonrth  of  what 
it  is  to  be  for  one  hondred  and  twentf  dsjs, 
and  this  reduction  is  the  penalty  for  not  having 
done  in  that  time  all  that  liie  exigendee  of 
lepslation  may  have  reqnired.  If  it  be  not  in 
the  usture  of  a  penalty,  one  or  the  other  of 
these  oonseqnenoee  most  ensno,  either  that  the 
earn  then  to  be  allowed  is  always  snffldent,  or 
that  the  laborer  deeervee  as  mnoh  for  his  eei^ 
vioea  after  the  time  prcqioeed  by  the  reaolnljon 
for  the  limitation  of  the  session,  as  he  reomved 
before  it.  It  mq'  be  that  Ouat  are  ftnoos 
here  who  woold  protract  the  aetnon  frmn  sor- 
did calcutatioDs,  bnt  we  most  presnme  they  are 
in  nomber  too  small  to  give  oeoirive  reenlts  to 
their  wishes.  But  allow  them  to  benno 
how  can  tiiey  operate  I  The  motive  .  ... 
mean  for  avowal  and  conoert,  and  a  general  in- 
dolenoe  would  be  counteracted  by  the  heads  of 
committees,  who  control  tbe  business  of  this 
House,  and  no  one  of  whom  can  be  supposed 
to  be  of  the  number  of  the  delinqnents.  Oan 
there  be  among  them  in^  who,  by  mind,  edn- 
oation,  or  character,  are  mted  to  take  an  aotive 
part  in  our  proceedings,  and  I  tmst  I  may  say, 
without  being  snspeoted  of  spreading  a  geneiiil 
imotion  of  flattery  over  oorselTea,  Vbat  a  very 
large  mi|^rity  of  snch  are  here,  to  comitervail 
tbe  sordid  selfishness  of  any  of  onr  assoaiates. 
The  insinuation  indodee  more  than  is  supposed 
by  those  who  indulge  in  it,  or  who  believe  that 
its  existence  has  any  influence  upon  oor  pro- 
ceedings. It  is  not  that  a  small  number  are  so 
mercenary,  bnt  either  that  a  nuqority  are  so,  or 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  mqority  are  theanxil- 
iarieaofiteiuflnenoe.  Bat,  ur,  neither  this  House 


nwai^partof  itiaUableto  theehirg«;iDdI 
invt^e  the  feelings  of  baman  nature  in  its  Tin. 
dication.  Of  wbtot  is  Oongreea  compcsidt 
Of  father*  and  hnsbands  oted  to  the  qnetidt 
and  sweets  of  domestic  life.  When  dq^iiid  ct 
them  for  a  few  months,  our  hearts  bom  irith  1 
fondneas  to  partake  again  of  their  enjojuMit, 
which  even  avarice  cannot  oontroL  Jba  iSee- 
tions  trample  down  every  impediment  in  tkt 
way  of  their  gratification ;  nor  b  tb^  imIgm 
ne«  appeased  until  we  ore  in  poesessioD  d  th* 
objects  of  onr  love.  The  reeoklion  has  iki 
been  recommended  to  us  upon  the  gronod  lint 
it  willksaen  the  expoue  of  each  OcogiMaHT- 
enty-flve  thonsand  doIlarB.  I  think  a  man  tw- 
tain  WMT  of  doing  it  has  been  shown,  sbcI,I 
repeat,  Oie  only  duforenoe  betwen  the  |(ob- 
man  and  mysdf  is  as  to  tbe  best  way  of  doiat 
it.  It  is  certainly  worth  ooneideriag;  bull 
wonld  also  remark  that  all  saving  is  not  econo- 
my. An  Investment  is  oi\en  made  by  in^Ti^ 
nus  and  nationo,  which  brings  a  moisl  ud 
political  return  far  beyond  tbe  vslae  of  tb*  m- 
peoditore.  And  nnneoessarily  spent  ■>  tkot 
seems  to  hare  beep,  has  it  been  {tfodnctin  (f 
no  good  t  la  the  infhrmation  spread  sbrosd  1^ 
our  debates  no  credit  to  which  Congrev  is  tmi- 
tled  t  Or  is  it  seriously  believed,  as  geolkotn 
have  impatiently  declared,  that  our  gr«U  «ril 
and  canse  of  delay  is  the  prevalence  of  debilsl 
Sir,  mnch  of  our  legislation  is  private,  sOieij 
so — mnoh  local ;  bo&  involving  b  knowledge  ri 
many  partionlars  which  we  should  Lsve,  uA 
can  only  acquire  by  pati^it  listening,  to  oisUt 
us  to  vote  nnderstandiogly.  We  have  two  tbiop 
to  do :  first,  to  convince  oorselvee  that  w«  si« 
aoUng  right,  and,  by  telling  oor  rcssoo^  u 
convince  oor  c<Histitnents  that  we  have  dow 
so.  And  uninteresting  as  the  greater  DimW 
of  apeechea  may  be  that  are  spoken  here,  tli^ 
are  insbuctire  to  the  people.  Cat  off  tkii 
source  of  information — oloee  yonr  doors  igiin* 
your  tftKnlers,  or,  what  will  be  tbe  stme,  pM 
every  thing  because  yonr  committees  lisve  iw- 
ommendedit,  or  reported  a  bill—redaee  them- 
Bons  for  all  your  measures  to  plun  namtiT^^ 
vested  of  all  the  oksrm,  collinon,  and  scntcsM 
produced  by  debate,  and  half  of  the  digiiiy^ 
yoar  Government  will  have  be«n  eacrifioed,  wd 
onr  responsibility  be  lost  sight  of|  in  a  geixnl  in- 
difference to  OUT  prooeedinga.  It  is  this  indul- 
gence of  debate  which  tells  tbe  cooatitiMiit  tf 
the  real  attitude  and  weight,  here,  of  iue  i^i*- 
sentative;  and  it  is  the  expectation,  opso  1^ 
part  of  the  people,  that  it  will  be  indulged  ai 
exhibited,  whicb  throws  into  the  Boost  M 
many  poseeamng  the  talent.  They  know  tW 
our  nation  was  qMtken  and  written,  ss  wd  ■* 
fought,  into  eziBtenoe ;  and  that,  in  msajpcil- 
oue  periods  of  onr  history,  the  soldier's  m 
was  nerved,  and  his  heart  warmed,  with  s  bi- 
ro's patriotism  by  the  animation  of  the  ontc- 
But,  sir,  I  dismiss  the  subjeot,  becaose,  si  7A 
we  are  the  only  complaiueca,  and  onr  oos^i^ 
ents  hare  not  admonished  ns  that  Ib^  thiokO 
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There  is  &  remuniDg  conBideration  upon 
whioh  the  adoption  of  thia  rMolation  bos  been 
urged,  and  which  is  entitled  to  a  remark.  It 
to,  that  the  compeiuatioD  of  members  will ' 
rodnood,  even  if  the  season  shall  be  extended 
to  its  ordinarj  length,  to  still  an  ample  allow- 
aaee.  I  do  not  intend  to  dispute  the  snfQcienoy 
of  the  snm  which  will  ba  reoeived  under  moh 
circumstances;  bnt,  without  Intending  now  to 
oomprotnit  myself  to  any  course  when  the  sub- 
ject shall  be  directly  presented  to  ua,  I  cannot 
refVain  from  obaerrjng,  if  the  reason  pven  for 
it  be  correct,  that  it  ^oold  be  applied  to  the 
compensation  of  every  officer  in  tne  Govern- 
ment, at  least  to  all  whose  salaries  hare  been 
increased  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  wliiah  were 
not  before  ataolntely  insnffldent  Such  a  work 
of  redaction  must  be  carried  on  in  the  gross; 
and  when  began,  though  it  may  be  t^  evidence 
of  onrsinoerity  and  disinterestedness  to  become 
the  first  victims  ourselves,  it  will  not  be  esteem- 
ed abroad  a  proof  of  onr  sagacity,  if  we  do  not 
give  to  others  a  chance  for  the  honors  of  such 
martyrdom.  What,  sir  I  money  more  valnabte 
to  na  now,  by  fifty  per  cent.,  than  it  was  twelve 
jears  ranoe,  when  the  question  of  compenaatioo 
was  settied  between  this  House  and  tike  people 
by  the  repeal  of  the  salary  law  and  the  enact- 
ment of  the  present  allowance.  If  our  pur- 
dhasea  were  confined  to  the  actual  sustenance 
of  life,  as  the  same  sum  now  wiU  buy  half  as 
much  of  food  agun  as  it  would  have  done  then, 
and  the  oonsomptiou  of  men  not  having  in- 
cnased,  the  proTOdtion  would  have  the  aspect 
of  correctness.  Bnt  If  it  be  tcst«d  by  the  end- 
less eipensee  required  and  forced  upon  ns  by 
onr  social  condition,  by  the  oompanLtive  prices 
of  labor  then  and  now,  by  the  reduction,  in 
OUT  country,  of  every  agcionltoral  product,  and 
the  enhanoement,  by  onr  tariS;  of  almost  all 
that  we  nse,  it  will  be  found  we  have  already 


larger  interest  than  it  did  thent  In  the  pnr- 
ohase  of  property,  though  it  may  get  double 
tlie  quantity  by  metes  and  bounds,  will  it  yield 
a  greater  revenue,  or  is  the  prospective  increase 
in  the  valne  of  property,  in  any  part  of  onr 
oonntry,  at  a  given  time  to  oome,  more  than  will 
be  iu  present  price  witli  legal  intereett  Money 
is  in  value  what  it  was,  though  paper  is  not  so 
plentiful.  It  is  fortunate  that  paper  does  not 
(drculate  to  the  same  ezteot  that  it  did  twelve 
yeais  nnoa,  by  which  an  artificial  value  bad 
been  given  to  all  kinds  of  produce  and  prop- 
erty ;  but  though,  by  its  withdrawal,  we  have 
been  restored  to  a  wholesome  condition,  a 
painftd  reaction  was  produced,  from  which  the 
people  of  this  nation  are  not  yet  relieved,  far 
ontweighing  to  them  any  eidditional  value 
which  the  circanutanoea  may  seem  to  have 
given  to  money.  Sir,  money  is  the  same  in 
Tslue  that  it  was  then,  and  will  always,  in 
commercial  countries  dealing  eiteosively  with 
others,  be  liable  to  be  afiected  by  oaoses  which 
cannot  be  foreseen,  and  the  prwlnote  which  it 
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buys  and  itself  redprocally  act  upon  each  oth- 
er.  Things  may  l>e  less  in  price,  withont  money 
being  more  vt^aable  to  a  community  at  large. 
Money  is  no  more  than  an  ezohangeable  me- 
dium for  commerce,  forced  into  use  from  ita 
being  a  material  more  convenient  than  any' 
other  we  have,  as  an  index  of  valae  for  other 
things;  and  the  floctuaticn  in  the  quantity  of 
produce  which  portions  of  it  will  buy  at  difibr- 
ent  times,  is  neither  a  cort^n  evidence  of  gen- 
eral prosperity  or  declension — a  proof  that  it  is 
more  or  less  valuable  to  the  laborer,  nor  any 
criterion  for  altering  the  allowance  of  each  aa 
are  in  the  public  service. 

Buffalo  and  New  OrUanM  BoacL 
The  Honse  then  went  into  Ooramittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Ur.  Ratnib 
in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  from  Buffalo,  in  New 
York,  to  New  Orleans,  in  Louisiana,  via 
Washington  dty. 

Ur.  <AuwpoBD  s^d :  The  bill  now  before  the 
committee  was  one  of  very  grave  character,  in- 
volving most  important  considerations  of  expe- 
diency, apart  from  the  constitutional  difficulty 
with  which  some  gentlemen,  avowing  no  dis- 
position to  do  sOj  had,  involuntarily,  he  pre- 
sumed, invested  it  The  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canals  might  once  perhaps  have 
admitted  of  great  doabt  but  (said  Hr.  0.) 
I  defer  to  the  decision  of  more  experienced 
and  wiser  men,  whose  opinions  for  the  last  five 
and  twenty  years,  eipr^sed  in  legislative  acta, 
have  fixed  the  constniotion  of  the  constitntion 
too  firmly  to  be  now  shakcn^-upon  a  basis  on 
which  this  body  constantly  acts.  Not  an  ap- 
propriation bill  passes,  that  does  not,  in  some 
ihape  or  other,  recognize  the  principle.  A  few 
days  ago  we  acted  affirmatively  on  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  an  expenditure  Incurred  by  the  re- 
movtu  of  obstructions  from  the  channels  of 
several  rivera,  and  within  five  minutes  have 
approved  of  one  of  similar  character.  Putting 
aside  this  qneetion  aa  r«m  jitdieatam,  as  one 
passed  upon,  and  so  conimdered  on  almost  every 
ride  and  not  from  the  alarm  which  the  gentie- 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Babboue)  wasso 
kindly  dedrons  of  quietjng,  let  us  proceed. 

What  is  the  duty  of  a  Gfovemment,  or,  rather, 
for  what  is  any  Government  instituted  t  To 
promote  the  happiness  of  those  who  establish 
it,  by  the  proper  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
confided.  To  aerelop  the  resoaraes  of  a  conn- 
try,  and  of  every  part  of  itj  by  holding  oat  the 
inducements  which  faoilibee  of  transportation 
fhmiah  to  increased  industry  in  explonng  them, 
the  experience  of  the  world  has  proved  to  be 


stage  of  improvement  from  adventitious  oaoses 
— by  the  mtsfortunea  of  others,  or  some  special 
good  fortune  that  may  attend  her  own  condi- 
tion, finch  was  onr  anspiciona  utiiation,  from 
the  formation  of  the  preaent  oonstitutioD  until 
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^a^tMD  htuidrdd  ud  dxtean  w  aerentMo. 
Wo  had  Jnrt  emerged  from  proTindal  InKsiiori- 
t7 — tikd  bettry  hand  of  an  mpnmivt  OoTern- 
inent  had  been  not  loDg  beme  removed,  and 
we  felt  the  bnoyuioj  ud  elaatjoitj  of  7011th : 
the  ohange  of  our  internal  and  relatire  polidoal 
position,  and  the  adoplioa  of  our  new  frame  of 
QoTerameDt,  placed  Wore  na  an  extended  and 
delightful  prospect,  whicli  ma  not  onl;  en- 
liveoed  and  enriched  in  alt  ita  moft  beaotiftil 
tiota,  bnt  over  which  was  thrown  ever;  ohann 
that  oonld  frratiiy  the  beholder,  bj  the  dtna- 
tlon  of  the  Eaatem  world,  whose  food  we  anp- 
plied,  and  whow  trade  we  carried.  Bnt,  sir, 
except  under  these  &Torable  external  oironm- 
Btances,  no  nation  ever  did  proqier,  no  nation 
ever  can  prosper,  nor  even  tneo  to  the  extent 
of  whicb  sne  is  capable,  that  ia  not  snpplied  with 
the  roads  and  means  of  transportation  which  a 
discreet  and  sober  jodgment  shall  awign  to  her 
condition.  It  ia  in  vain  that  Tonr  manafaotnrera 
exercise  their  ingenuity  and  industry ;  that  yonr 
farmers,  as  respectable  and  honored  as  any  por- 
tion of  your  commnnity,  make  yon  and  them- 
selves intrinsically  richer,  by  drawing  from  the 
earth,  annually,  wealth  which  did  not  before  ex- 
iHt,  and  that  your  mendiaota  establish  themselves 
as  pnrchasera  of  their  several  eommoditiea,  if 
they  oannot  carrv  them  to  market,  except  at  a 
aacrifice  which  blnats  enterprise. 

Not  to  open  these  avennes,  is  to  bnry  the 
talent  intmated  to  OB.  For  what  has  a  meet 
indulgent  and  benefioent  Provldeaee  mread  be- 
fore ns,  with  the  meet  liberal  han^  all  the 
bunnties  of  nature?  Is  It  that  we  shall  nse 
them  as  they  are  famished,  or,  by  the  exeroise 
of  the  iotelligenoe  that  belraigs  to  us,  bring 
them  into  the  most  advantegeons  and  prodno- 
tive  activity  I  To  maintain  the  afflrmaave  ot 
the  first  branch  of  the  proposition,  might  ac- 
cord with  the  opinions  Of  tie  Individiuil  who 
opposed  the  makiog  of  a  canal,  becanse  God 
had  placed  a  river  near  ita  oontemplated  ronte, 
and  he  thought  it  wonld  he  dnftil  to  aid  his 
works.  Not  so  is  my  view,  I  wonld  asrist 
the  indostrv  and  enterprise  of  the  oonntry,  in 
its  various  branches.  I  wonld  lend  aooomrao- 
dation  to  its  convenience,  and  I  wonld,  by 
every  nieans  in  my  power,  place  her  In  the 
best  actitnde  for  defence.  If  hostilities  shonld 
arise  between  her  and  other  powers.  I  would 
not  have  a  splendid  Qovemmant,  any  more 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Hr.  P.  P.  BABBouit,}  bnt  I  am  in  great,  very 

EiBt  error,  if  that  whlob  ia  intended  fOr  the 
nefit  of  the  people — which  is  designed  ex(ja- 
dvely  for  the  advancement  of  lli^  interest, 
and  which  Is  expected,  by  those  who  advocate 
this  bill,  to  contribute  la»ely  to  it,  can  make 
a  gorgeous  Oovenunent  f  had  snppoeed  there 
was  more  of  ntOiCy  llian  splendor  in  Qie 
scheme;  that  comfort,  competence,  and  ease 
would  be  fonnd  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
country  it  traverses ;  bnt  I  never  imaf^ed, 
until  the  ingenious  gentleman  stated  it,  that 
the    Government  wonld   be  more   Impofdng. 


Bat,  dr,  if  this  be  efAtoAm  I  bvor  H.  I 
wiah  to  see  the  oonntry,  from  Bnfiilo  Is 
Mew  Orieana,  Maddened  by  this  dianod  of 
otxnmnnioation,  whioh  shall  enrich  tbs  Und 
that  it  paases  through — diffn»ng  pkuar*  lod 
wealth,  and  indting  to  the  indastrioos  pnidae- 
tjon  of  that  whioh  can  be  advantageood;  dis- 
posed ot  Even  Yirginia,  in  her  four  hindRd 
miles  that  it  covers,  will  yet  rejoice,  I  tnal, 
that  this  bill  has  passed— not  on  a  msgniiuK 
scale,  with  triple  rows  of  elms^  in  imitatiai  of 
the  French  minister,  bnt  on  the  modente  flu 
proposed  by  a  very  re^)«ctable  oonuniUet  d 
this  House,  tbroi^  its  honoraUe  chainua, 
my  oolleagne  and  mend,  rVr.  HxKPnnj,)  on  1 
plan  destined,  I  hope,  to  M  approved  i}  Itn 
Congress  of  (he  United  Statea, 

In  advocating  this  meaaore,  I  wish  it  S^ 
tinctly  understood  tliat  the  conceded  ponr 
should,  in  my  judgment,  be  oonfided  to  pMt, 
leading  national  otfjecte:  tliatit  should  aolk 
exertM  frequently,  or  on  ordinary  occaawu,  bst 
on  thcee  only  which  wonld  seem  to  r«qiiira  1 
great  oommon  effort  for  a  great  common  good. 
Sach  I  regard  the  present  project  to  be.  Iitt 
expedient  f  I  think  so.  The  seat  of  the  G«- 
eral  Qovemmeat  is  the  heart  of  the  body  Kfi- 
"  "  *"  ■  flow  to  every  part  «  ft» 
r  in  war,  tM  regnlitien 
laws,  <M^ca^*and  inatmotiona  it  waa  otpmari 
to  fbmiah  and  ^ve.  By  k  speedy  diffltnuirf 
and  infiHTnation  among  tb«  ptovl) 
of  what  the  Government  doea  or  downMd^ 
ot  the  oonrse  (tf  pdioy  it  adc^  «  abudui^ 
yon  can  alone  preserve  attaohment  far  '*    '"^ 


loit   IW 


every  fa^ty  ahoold  be  aSOrdedfortbstpa- 
poee,  is  cf  vital  and  eogrosring  interest.  AbI 
nere  let  me  ask,  Mr,  m  the  Jangoam  rf  Bf 


pose,  is  ot  vital  and  eogrosrinf 
here  let  me  ask,  rir,  in  the       „    „ 
friend  and  Immediate  ooQeagne,  QCr.  BiiMi,) 
have  you  a  Bingle  1  '  *"--'-'—'- 

provic[ed  by  the  ( 


have  you  a  Bingle  paaaage  ont  <tt  WaslucfUa 
provic[ed  by  the  General  Ooremmentt  ^ 
what  means  are  yon  toidaee  the  citiseDsof  lu 


very  eztensiTe  empirs  upon  a  footing  (rfeqn^ 
ty,  so  fiiUy  and  efibotnally,  aa  by  the  ^ 
cUtiouB  diaaeminalion  at  infbnnatian  t  w 
thoee  on  ita  remote  bordera  form  so  eorrtctu 
ofnnion  of  the  merita  and  d«nerita  of  tbai 
pnhlio  aguits,  aa  those  whose  locally  pb(<* 
them  nearer,  onless  yon  traasmU  to  thsoi  tiu 
materials  of  which  alone  opinion  must  b«  n^ 
npl  I  am  acquainted  with  no  anangwMBt  ^ 
whioh  those  who  administer  the  poblio  ^Un 
oan  be  brought  so  immediately  miaer  the  vii' 
and  observation  of  thdr  oimsMiwnta,  ndiv  ** 
approbation  or  for  ooimra,  as  by  tiie  i^id  i^ 
■Hon  of  osefnl  knowledge,  lliia  QovenuMntv 
pends  eeeentialh^,  both  for  the  most  b«>dw 
resnUs  and  for  durability,  npon  the  intdEpo" 
andvirtneof  those  who  nave  the  happoMV 
livenndwit  Give  them  the  first,  and  tlielM 
vriUbe  strengthened;  and  both  will  be,  tt u* 
noble  structure  we  have  reared,  a  foaaditn* 

id  support  that  most  aenire  its  perpetuity. 

To  commence  with  the  northern  part  tt  m 
road :  What  are  its  antidpated  maU  adw- 
tagesi   Yerygreot.    The  travel  from  WiAi>r 
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ton  to  Bafihlo,  bj  way  of  Baltimore^  Philadel- 
phia, and  New  York,  ia  about  si*  hnndred  and 
eeteatr  miles.  Od  this  ronte  the  mail  con  be 
carried  between  the  extremes,  when  steam- 
boats  are  in  operation  on  a  part  of  it,  in  six 
days ;  at  other  times,  seven  days  are  ocoapied. 
Stage  lines  were  established,  some  two  or  three 
years  ago,  from  Hamsbnrg  to  the  western  part 
of  New  York,  by  wliick  tlie  distance  on  tlie 
ahort««t  stage  root«  was  reduced  to  abont  three 
hundred  and  ninety  miles,  over  which  the  mail 
ia  conveyed  in  seven  days.  If  a  road  were 
made  from  this  city  to  Bnffalo,  by  the  nearest 
practicable  ronte,  it  ooald  be  transported  be- 
tween them  in  leas  than  fonr  days.  (Postmas- 
ter General's  letter  of  38th  December,  IBST.) 
What  an  hnroense  saving  of  time)  WUI  gen- 
tlemen tell  me  that  it  is  no  advantage  to  have 
the  mail  carried  in  half  the  time  t  Is  not 
despatch  the  life  of  yuar  post  office!  Bere 
hftve  we  been,  daring  the  session,  rec^ving 
petitions  from  a  very  large  nnmber  of  our 
oonstitnents,  larger,  probab^,  by  many  to  one, 
than  those  who  nave  expressed  their  views  on 
any  other  sulijoct,  requesting  us  to  stay  the 
mail  only  for  one  day,  and  i£al  the  most  holy 
one :  and  by  onr  committee  we  torn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  entreaties,  insisting  that  great  Incon- 
venience will  rosnlt  from  the  delay — that  if  we 
grant  their  reqoeat,  it  will  be  felt  thronghont 
all  the  mail  ramifications  of  our  extended  do- 
m^.  For  the  sake  of  the  argument  admit  it. 
How  great,  then,  must  be  the  advantage  we 
would  have  by  gdning  half  the  time ;  by  the 
transmission  of  intelligenoe  in  four — in  less  than 
four — iDst«adof  seven  days!  Willitnotpervade, 
sir,  the  moHtremote  districts  of  onrnorthern  and 
northwestern  borders  t  To  enhirge  upon  this  top- 
ic appears  to  me  to  be  nnnecessary. 

Our  attention  is  next  drawn  to  the  commer- 
cial conriderationa  which  bear  upon  this  ques- 
tion. The  bed  of  the  road  must  be  carried, 
for  the  first  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  north  and  northwest  of  this  city, 
through  a  conntry  fertile  and  beautiful  as  the 
heart  of  man  could  desire  ;  a  region  under  the 
highest  cultivation,  and  studded  with  the  homea 
of  an  industrious  and  happy  popolation.  It 
will  afford  them  a  channel  of  direct  communi- 
catiou  with  the  capital.  They  will  havea  choice 
of  markets,  at  which  they  can  dispose  of  the 
products  of  their  farms,  that  embrace  all  the 
varieties  proper  to  the  climate.  It  will  cross, 
at  various  points,  the  several  turnpikes  loading 
to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and  will  enable 
many  who  choose  to  direct  their  course  tow- 
ards those  cities,  to  do  so  with  increased  ooao. 
In  its  more  western  course,  it  must  likewise 
strike  two,  at  least,  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals, 
and  will  facilitate  an  approach  to,  or  departure 
from,  them.  Whore  the  country  through  which 
it  posses  is  not  eminently  fertile,  it  abounds  iu 
coal  and  iron,  which  will  probably  make  the 
resources  of  Pennsylvania,  unfolded  and  opened 
as  they  soon  will  be,  greater  than  those  of  any 
of  her  sister  States. 
Voi.  X.— 46 
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For  the  military  purposes,  what  are  its  ad- 
vantages? Uany  and  commanding.  As  has 
been  wisely  said  by  my  very  much  respected 
colleague,  (Mr.  Hkmpkill,)  the  strengS  of  a 
country  rests  not  so  much  in  the  number  of  ita 
population,  as  in  the  facility  with  which  masses 
of  its  defenders  can  bo  thrown  together.  This 
road  will  not  only  afford  every  advantage  for 
sending  the  earliest  instruction  to  your  north- 
ern and  northwestern  frontiers,  and  enable  yon, 
if  need  be,  to  transport  the  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions,  at  a  small  cost  to  your  army,  hut 
it  will  meet,  at  every  turUj  aome  line  of  com- 
munication from  an  AtJantio  point,  which  shall 
be  either  endangered,  or  which  can  furnish 
information  of  any  enemy  that  may  be  on  the 
seaboard.  The  roads  and  canals  which  irrigate 
and  fertilize  that  whole  section  of  country,  do 
not  rnn  parallel  with  the  proposed  road,  but 
will  be  crossed  by  it  at  as  many  centres  as  this 
famed  oity  oontdns.  If  we  had  had  such  a  road 
during  the  late  war,  we  should  have  saved 
more  money,  several  times  told,  than  tha  entire 
improvement  from  Buffalo  to  New  Orleans  will 
cost,  if  it  shall  be  authorized,  go  much  for  the 
nodiiem  end. 

Are  there  sufficient  reasons  to  jnatify  the 
making  of  the  road  from  Washington  to  New 
Orleans  t  It  appears  to  me  there  are.  It  holds 
out  to  you  great  Stcilities  and  increased  de- 
spatch in  the  conveyance  of  the  mail.  It  was 
carried  in  December,  192T,  (Postmaster  Goner- 
ol's  letter,)  between  the  two  cities  in  nineteen 
days,  over  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-nine  miles, 
along  the  metropolitan  route — certain  improve- 
ments in  bridges,  and  tlie  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions, it  was  thought,  would  enable  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  transport  it  lu  seventeen  days,  and  it 
was  believed  a  ^ood  turnpike,  on  the  short«st 
line,  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  curry  it  through  in  eleven  days; 
add,  if  you  please,  three  days  for  d^erenoe  be- 
tween the  contemplated  road  and  a  turnpike, 
and  you  have  a  saving  in  time  of  at  least  three, 
perhaps  five,  days.  In  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  many  advantages  most  result  from  it.  It 
traverses  a  country  abundant  to  overflowing  in 
every  thing  that  can  contribute  to  the  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  life.  The  surplus  products 
-xa  be  carried  on  it  to  those  streams  which  it 
itrikes  at  right  angles,  and  down  which  they 
;an  be  cheaply  floated  to  the  seaboard,  or  some 
intermediate  marL  The  great  Oumberland  val- 
ley and  many  parts  of  the  Southern  country 
will  yet  be  busy  and  happy  in  the  establishment 
of  manufactories,  to  and  from  which  this  rood 
will  afford  facilities  for  carrying  the  raw  mate- 
rial and  the  manufactured  article.  For  war,  it 
will  enable  you  to  convey  jour  troops  and  their 
provisions,  not  along  its  whole  distance,  but  as 
the  bonorablo  gentleman  from  Tennessee  Qlr. 
BL^m)  remarked,  on  particular  portions  of  it, 
and  on  all  parts  of  it  at  different  times.  Per- 
haps troops  will  never  be  marched  from  Bnffalo 
to  New  Orleans,  or  the  reverse,  but  they  will 
be  moved  from  intermediate  points  to  either, 
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or  to  Washington.  The  proposed  ronle  is  sboat 
eqaidistant  from  the  seaboard  and  the  HiasiMip- 
pl ;  they  will  be  BQxiliary  to  each  other,  or  if 
gontlemen  prefer  it,  I  have  no  objection  Qiai 
the  road  be  coosiderod  aucillary  to  the  river. 

Mr.  St^ndifeb  hoped  the  committee  wonld 
not  thiolc  be  was  trespassing  on  its  patience, 
whilst  ho  attempt«ii,  in  his  own  way,  to  give 
hia  views  On  the  importaut  sabject  before  the 
committee.  But,  sir,  (said  lis.  8.,)  you  will 
readily  account  for  the  embarrasement  under 
which  I  labor,  when  I  inform  yon  that  I  was 
raised  to  the  plongh,  at  a  time,  and  under  cir- 
cumstoncoa,  which  prevented  my  getting  uiy 
bnt  the  most  limited  education.  Hy  embarrass- 
ment is  increased  also,  ^m  tlie  unfortonate 
difference  of  opinion  which  prevails  in  the  dele- 
gation from  my  own  State,  witb  all  of  whom 
jny  intercourse  has  been  friendly.  But,  what- 
ever may  be  the  difhcnlties  with  which  I  have 
to  meet,  I  am  dctermiacdj  when  I  see  a  subject 
Dnder  discussion  which  involves  the  best  in- 
terests of  my  constituents,  and  the  nation  at 
large,  to  represent  the  views  of  that  generous 
and  enlightened  people  who  sent  me  here,  and 
with  whom,  when  at  home,  every  thing  dear 
to  me  is  to  be  found.  I  mean  to  give  my  full 
snpport  to  this  bill,  and  wish  to  allow  my  col- 
kogncB  and  all  others  the  same  piivitege  of  actr 
ing  firccly  that  I  take  myself.  I  know  tliis 
iu  not  the  course  of  all  the  members  of  this 
House;  but  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
that  my  two  worthy  colleagues,  (Blaib  and 
IsAcss,)  who  spoke  on  the  same  side  of  this 
question  with  me,  and  myself^  live  in  the 
moantun  region,  where  we  breathe  Uberal  air. 
We  do  not  set  ourselves  up  for  little  captains  to 
lead  others  on ;  we  aim  at  no  such  unenviable 
distinction.  We  are  perfectly  willing  that  they 
should  tliink  and  act  for  themselves,  and  we 
will  leave  it  to  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide 
between  us.  Neither  of  us  will  hold  up  the  con- 
stitution to  shelter  ourselves  from  responsibility, 
and  save  us  from  the  people  at  the  ballot  boxes. 

I  will  say  for  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Babbocb,)  that  he  has,  in  opposing 
this  bill,  which  is  my  favorite  one,  acted  with 
his  usual  fairness  and  candor,  lie  has  argued 
upon  the  ground  of  expediency  alone,  and  I 
give  him  credit  for  it ;  for  who,  that  would  be 
thought  sincere,  would  oppose  this  bill  on 
constitutional  grounds,  when  it  is  pretty  well 
understood  here  tliat  two-thii-ds  of  this  House 
are  aatislicd  of  the  exi9t«nce  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  btemal  improvements?  I 
know  tiiat  some  of  my  colleagues  will  bear  me 
out  in  saying,  that,  on  my  way  to  Congress  in 
1623, 1  esprcssed  myself  in  favor  of  the  system 
of  internal  improvements,  and,  after  taking  my 
seat,  voted  under  the  influence  of  that  belief; 
and  I  tell  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr.  Polk,) 
that  that  opinion  remains  unchongcd  by  any 
thing  that  I  lieord  from  him  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks. 

This  road  ia  one  of  the  first  importance  to 
the  Government  in  three  points  of  view  :  mill- 


Speaking  of  it  aa  a  military  road,  I  nut  (ill 
mto  my  aid  plain  common  musb,  ulimid 
possessed  of  much  book  iofonnstion.  Mj  tow 
of  the  United  States  in  its  wariike  piepantiui 
ia,  that  it  may  be  compared  to  the  encsmpmail 
of  an  army  in  an  enemy's  country,  Then  cum- 
manded  by  a  skilful  general.  That  taaaf 
ment  is  in  ahoUow square,  keepingia the ueuln 
a  portion  of  his  beat  troops,  in  order,  if  lUsclEd 
on  aay  side,  to  throw  this  reserved  hiw  to  lb 
place  of  attack.  Now,  the  United  EtiW  lut 
frontiers  aronnd  all  the  States  except  EentaK^ 
and  Tennessee :  they  are  in  the  centre  li  iMi 
great  encampment,  and  ready  to  betbrovntt 
the  defence  of  the  line  attacked.  ViD  jm 
then,  refuse  to  give  them  a  road  togonpfflito 
fight,  not  for  their  own  perscHial  safety,  but 
tf«t  of  their  conntry}  Theyaresafeif  joDJan 
them  to  defend  themselves,  for  their  fronlis 
and  seaboard  neighbors  must  he  cut  donlD 
reach  them :  but  they  do  not  wut  for  dmgtr  u 
themselves  —  thoy  volunteer,  and  bsn  lb» 
bosoms  to  the  bayonet  of  the  enemy  for  tiis 
exposed  neighbors,  and  surely  it  nrnat  be  im- 
portant to  make  them  good  roads. 

The  mouth  of  the  Musissippi  is  very  ww- 
taut,  and  may  be  said  to  be  the  key  of  the  *»« 
Western  country.  Suppose  that  a  ftr«|n  fa 
should  take  possession  of  it,  and  lock  up  Ik 
mouth,  it  would  strike  at  the  ictwest  of  iii«  i^ 
our  States  and  one  Territory.  Mobile  iiifli 
more  indefensible  than  New  Orleini,  nd  it- 
penda  upon  East  Tennessee  for  snecor.  G^ 
gia  will  have  to  look  to  her  own  fronfer, «» 
will  not  ba  able  to  assist.  It  is,  therefure,* 
important  to  make  this  road,  which  rwt  ilw 
hundred  miles  through  Tennessee,  mi  t™**! 
the  Torabigbee,  in  ^bama,  below  It*  aw" 
of  the  Black  Warrior  River,  where  b''*'™^ 
mn,  and  troops  and  proviaons  oonld  be  W™ 
on  this  road  to  that  point,  and  then  aailia*^ 
to  Mobile.  Sir,  the  people  of  the  hwa  Wf 
try  do  not  nuse  provisions  to  support  u  «« 
^hardly  for  themselvea;  for,  like  all  «>ffli 
they  raise  that  from  which  thej  (W  ""f 
most,  and  it  so  happens  that  that  is  «>«»»' 
BugDT.  East  Tennessee,  through  wUm  Jr 
road  ia  to  mn,  is  the  place  from  whenos  m 
supply  must  come,  aa  well  of  provisioiiassi'*' 
and  I  have  tilled  the  lands  of  that  ^i^l''^ 
enough  to  know,  experimentally,  ihat  rf  IJ" 
give  U9  the  channel  upon  which  to  WW"' 
provisions,  we  con  raise  them. 

This  road,  if  made,  passes  through  tbe  «^ 
try  which  was  the  scene  of  suffering  durm^  "= 
late  war.  Perhaps,  from  my  panicip»i'«  » 
those  times,  I  feel  more  on  the  snbjflct  mu' 
otherwise  would.  I  cannot,  whatever  ^^ 
may  do,  forget  the  difficulties  andlronbK*^ 
that  day,  and  much  of  it  arose  from  lbe«w 
of  such  a  road  as  tlie  bill  now  proposM  to  miw- 
I  saw,  on  the  line  of  this  road,  I""^  f'^'Z 
diseased  soldiers,  who  were  fighting  fw  f^ 
country,  wading  throughmud  indwal^rt**"^ 
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the  measles  and  other  diseases  were  fastened 
npon  them,  Ononrratamfronithe  Horae-8hoe 
to  Fort  WiUiams,  we  had  to  oany  oar  riok  and 
woonded,  smne  on  horeebaek,  and  others  on 
biers,  bj  their  brother  soldiers.  From  Fort 
Jackson  to  Fort  Williams  it  fell  to  raj  lot  to  be 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  rear  gnard ;  onr  daty 
-wtta  to  keep  the  men  before  ns,  and  leave 
none  behind.  From  honger,  sickness,  and  fa< 
tigne,  tiiey  kept  falling  back,  ontil  they  far 
exceeded  the  nomber  of  the  gnotd ;  some  bad 
eat  nothing  for  fonr  or  five  dajs,  and  they 
litenUlf  gave  np  to  die,  and  sought  every  op- 
portunity to  dodge  the  gnard  ana  hide  behind 
logs  and  brash,  and  risk  the  savages  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  fatigae  of  travel,  nnder  the  prospect 
of  starvation.  1  am  confident  in  the  optnion 
that  no  man  living,  save  the  very  distingnished 
ffeneral  who  had  the  command,  coold  liave  kept 
In  subjection  men  in  their  condition.  He  was 
kind  and  tender  to  them,  and  treated  them  as  a 
parent  wonldhischildren;hegavehisown  horses 
to  the  sick  soldiers,  and  took  to  the  mud  and 
water  with  the  rest ;  bat  those  who  were  in- 
allied  to  be  disobedient  he  forced  into  obedience. 
Who,  sir,  were  these  soldiers  that  endured  all 
this  suffering !  The;  were  neither  enlisted  nor 
bir«d  men ;  they  were  the  respectable  freemen 
of  Tennessee,  many  from  my  own  district,  who 
volanteered,  bai  left  their  wives  and  cluldren 
fts  widows  and  orphans,  to  defend  the  libertiea 
of  the  country.  But  you  starved  thorn  in  war 
for  the  want  of  a  road  to  carry  them  provisions ; 
you  diseased  them  by  Bnbjectmg  them  to  trudge 
through  mnd,  and  wade  waters,  for  the  want 
of  a  road ;  and  now  your  coontry's  flag  is  float- 
ing in  peace,  and  jou  are  willing,  if  yon  r^ect 
this  bill,  to  let  them  again  endure  the  like  amic- 
Uons.  Let  me  tell  yon,  this  road  is  more  needed 
tiian  many  ofyour  Other  preparations  for  defence. 
It  has  been  my  happy  lot  to  live  among  the 
ntountajns  boys,  as  they  are  sometimes  called. 
I  have  been  with  them  in  the  field  of  battle  in 
one  war,  and  I  can  assure  yon,  if  the  servants 
of  the  people  will  do  their  duty,  and  give  to  ns 
roads  so  that  we  can  travel  to  the  points  of  dan- 
ger, you  never  will  agun  see  the  smoke  of  on 
enemy's  Are  npon  the  walls  of  this  oapltol.  The 
people  to  be  benefited  by  this  rood  are  in  b 
situation  to  ask  little  from  the  Government,  bnt 
tliey  ask  yon  to  prepare  the  means  of  defenoe 
before  another  war  may  overtake  yon,  and  they, 
for  the  want  of  them,  be  again  exposed  to  suffer 
rickness  and  famine.  The  utility  of  this  road 
for  mail  purposes  does  not  seem  very  clear  to 
some  of  Its  opponents.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  (Hr.  Gabsox)  says,  that  npon 
tfais  road  to  Kashville  we  now  have  sii  mails  a 
week,  and  on  his  bnt  one,  therefore  Qiere  is  no 
need  for  this  road  for  mail  purposes.  If  the 
gentleman  means  tiiat  going  and  returning 
ahould  each  bo  counted,  then  wo  have  six  m»ls 
to  that  place ;  bat,  counting  in  the  same  way, 
I  oonld  make  twice  a  week  npon  his  route. 
The  growing  importance  of  all  that  new  and 
advancing  ooontry,  and  its  inoreou  of  popola- 


tion,  renders  It  probable  that  the  time  is  dose 
at  hand,  when  the  necessity  for  a  daily  mail  on 
that  rout«  will  arise.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr,  Babbovb)  admitted,  as  I  thooiht 
all  would,  the  importance  of  this  rood  in  that 
point  of  view.  When  the  cost  of  mail  trans- 
portation is  now  looked  at  upon  that  route,  can 
it  be  poB^ble  that  there  is  any  one  who  would 
not  agree  to  the  benefits  to  flow  from  making 
this  road  as  a  mere  post  road,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  the  citizens  who  live  npon  it  ?  Bnt  I 
wUl  now  pass  to  the  benefit  which  can  be  felt, 
and  properly  weighed,  by  the  farmers  of  onr 
country.  I  mean  that  of  aiding  trade  and  in- 
terconrse.  Take  a  view  of  this  road  and  the 
country  through  which  it  passes :  It  ^Is  into 
the  valley  of  Virginia,  west  of  the  monntiuns, 
and  traverses  that  valley  until  it  intersects  the 
ridges  at  tlte  head  of  the  Boanoke,  thence  to 
the  head  of  Holston,  throngh  one  of  the  host 
grazing  oountries  in  the  Union,  and  passing 
throagh  the  whole  extent  of  East  Tennessee. 
For  several  hundred  miles  on  that  way  the 
lands  are  rich,  and  present  the  most  inviting 
proapecta  to  the  farmer  and  grazier,  but  nnfor- 
tanat«ly  must  depend  upon  land  transportation 
for  the  means  of  interchange  of  their  products 
vrith  other  more  favored  quarters.  I  said  that 
I  was  a  farmer,  yea,  a  practical  fanner,  and  I 
know  how  to  sympathize  with  that  class.  I 
know  what  it  is  to  labor  throughout  the  sum- 
mer in  Uie  bnming  sun,  and  have  on  hand 
throughout  the  fall  and  winter  the  product  of 
yonr  labor,  if  not  spoiling  rai  your  hand,  lying 
uncalled  for,  for  the  want  of  outlets  to  market. 
The  farmer  is  the  olaaa  for  whom  your  legisla- 
tion ^onld  m^nly  provide ;  they  till  the  earth 
and  feed  the  conntry ;  yes,  we  who  are  now 
the  great  men  of  the  nation,  legislating  in  this 
splendid  hall,  were  sent  here  by  them,  and  they 
are  now  feeding  us  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
They  have  been  oppressed  and  borne  down  in 
the  conntry  from  which  I  come  on  account  of 
the  chann^  in  which  their  money  has  hereto- 
fore been  appropriated  by  this  body.  I  do  not 
understand  gentlemen  when  they  talk  about  the 
revenue  being  raised  in  the  great  cities  or  seo- 
porta ;  my  experience  teaches  me  that  the  con- 
sumer pays  tills  revenue,  and  my  oonstituenta 
pay  their  proportion ;  audhowhesitgone^noe 
the  establishment  of  the  Qovemment  i  Upon 
tide  water.  Eos  any  thing  gone  to  the  quart« 
throngh  which  this  rood  is  asked  to  be  made  ? 
No,  not  the  first  dollar. 

Hy  colleague  (Mr.  Polk)  cautions  us  against 
this  system  of  internal  improvements,  because 
it  is  uneqnat  and  nqjust.  I  tell  him  that  which 
has  been  pnrsned  is  the  unequal  and  nnjost  sys- 
tem ;  and  this  is  the  only  one  that  our  people, 
who  live  off  tide  water,  oan  ever  expect  to  be 
b^efited  from,  I  tell  my  colleague  that  the 
fanners  of  Tenneesee  will  inquire  more  strictly 
into  the  correctness  of  our  votes,  tiian  onr  £ne 
speeches;  they  will  rise  In  their  m^esty,  and 
put  down  those  politicians  who  will  not  _reprft> 
sent  their  interests  tntly ;  and  whilst  be  is  ^t- 
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ing  cantions,  he  must  pardon  me  for  taking  the 
liberty  of  giving  him  mine,  take  care  tb&t  he 
representa  the  clasn  of  vhich  1  have  j  ait  spoki 
1  know  that  most  of  the  people  iu  the  eecti 
of  conntrj  from  whence  1  come,  ore  aware 
the  importance  to  them  of  connecting,  b;  canal 
or  railroad,  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee  with 
the  Coosa,  and  in  tliat  manner  gain  an  impor- 
tant outlet  for  tbeir  produce,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
that  would  be  of  more  local  benefit  than  tbia 
road;  but,  sir,  tlie  interest  of  the  country  re- 
qnirea  that  both  ehould  be  done — moke  good 
roada,  open  jonr  rivers ;  then  jonr&rmers  will 
b«  Btimulated  to  industry ;  all  men  need  aome- 
thing  to  stimulate  them,  even  the  members  on 
this  fioor — I  do  not  mean,  to  try  for  plaMS  on 
this  floor,  that  ia  already  snfficiently  strong ; 
I  mean  to  do  their  duty  when  they  get  here.  I 
oonfesa  that  I  have  sometimes  tlionght  that 
Sonne  of  the  people's  servants  forgot  uatthey 
had  masters ;  indeed,  I  very  mnch  fear  that  the 
resnlt  of  this  vote  will  tend  to  confirm  that  be- 
lief I  have  this  measure  mnch  at  heart.  Sir, 
it  comes  home  in  its  benefits  to  the  poor  and 
needy ;  the  verj  day-laborer  is  to  find  a  place 
to  reap  the  reward  of  his  industry.  I  am,  there- 
fore, tne  more  importonate.  I  never  could  see 
the  reason  why  improvements  coald  be  consti- 
tntionsJly  mode  on  tide  wat«r ;  and  the  moment 
yoD  left  it,  the  constitution  was  too  narrow  to 
cover  each  work.  This  seems  to  be  the  modem 
doctrine,  and  though  it  snits  some  learned  and 
wise  men,  it  will  neither  snit  me  nor  the  peo- 
ple I  represent ;  and  I  think  some  other 
gentlemen  of  this  Honse  will,  find,  also,  that 
those  who  swing  the  mall  and  axe  will  not  be 
so  well  pleased  with  speeches  Qlled  -with  consti- 
tutional law  as  common  sense  voting,  bringing 
home  to  them  benefits  and  blessings  which  they 
can  feel  and  realixe.  I  trust  in  God  that  they 
will  rise,  and  force  their  serronts  so  to  read  the 
constitniJoD  as  to  include  the  neglected  parts 
of  this  Union,  for  which  we  now  ask  thiareason- 

I  have  not  had  much  experience  in  legislation, 
but  I  have  been  here  long  enougli  to  know  that 
tide  water  has  been  the  spoiled  child  of  this 
Oovemment  I  see  on  your  table,  and  on  pas- 
sage, bills  to  open  mouths  of  rivers,  build  «ea- 
wuls,  improve  harbors,  and  various  other 
things,  to  which  I  hear  no  man  object ;  but 
when  we  from  tlie  other  side  of  the  ridge  ask 
for  something  to  l}e  done  to  benefit  the  Union 
at  large,  and  our  constituents  in  particular,  then 
the  constitntion  adopted  for  the  whole  United 
States  is  too  narrow  to  reach  us,  and  some  of 
our  folk  join  In  saying,  if  we  stretch  it  from 
tide  water  it  will  tear.  Indeed,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  some  gentlemen  think  that  constitn- 
tion, commerce,  and  every  thing  stops  with  tide 
water.  Tliey  might  as  well  try  to 
that  a  goose,  swimming  in  tide  water 
a  terrapin  when  it  gets  above,  as  that  i 
ceases  to  be  commerce  when  it  is  put  into  a  boat 
or  wagon.  Sir,  this  may  be  sound  argument 
with  hair-splitting  politicians,  but  it  would  be 
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laughed  at  by  our  oommoa  plonghboji.  & 
the  good  people  of  Tennessee  can  be  blinded  bj 
reaaoaing  which  tends  to  license  the  eipendi- 
ture  of  their  moneys  for  all  the  eeaooast  jay- 
jecta,  and  nothing  for  defen^ve  meens  unoipi 
them,  I  shall  confess  that  my  ooUeagae  (Mr. 
Polk)  is  representing  their  wishes,  uwagli  1 
shall  never  l*elieve  it  to  be  tbeir  iuleresis. 

I  have  bnt  litUe  knowledge  of  the  CMiftita- 
tional  law,  bnt  I  can  nnderstand  plwn  Eo^i^ 
and  the  constitntion  reads  thus :  Coogres)  duU 
have  power  to  "  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  amons  the  several  States,  and  wiCli  tbi 
Indian  tribes."  This  means  commsree  etnitd 
on  between  different  States,  just  like  coouwrtB 
with  foreign  nations,  and  the  same  csn  be  d»« 
for  both,  Quleaa  the  modem  notioQ  shall  prcnO, 
that  there  is  no  commerce  off  the  tide  alter  to 
regulate. 

On  the  plan  which  I  have  ^opiei,  the  Wf 
lected  portions  (tf  onr  ooantry  would  be  iin- 
proved,  and  life  and  spirit  ^ven  t«  tb*  Ik» 
Dandman.  The  former  conld  find  a  mi] 
maritet  for  the  prodnota  of  his  industry,  life  mi 
energy  would  take  the  place  of  iudoleDce  ud 
sloth ;  the  farmer  would  then  whistle  tStr  i^ 
plough,  and  the  benefits  would  be  feltthrongt 
out  society ;  the  cheerful  wife,  with  bet  pnl- 
tllng  infants,  the  pride  and  omsment  of  (nr 
country,  would  join  their  husbands  and  filbtn, 
and  would  pronounce  a  blesung  upon  the  pdi' 
ticians  who  were  instrumental  in  confeniiigtlui 
good. 

I  have  heard  the  sufferings  ana  scnona 
our  revolutionary  worthies  pathetiallj  ^ 
scribed  by  gentlemen  on  this  Soor,  widi  '^ 
I  have  been  edified  and  charmed ;  but,  sir, 
when  I  am  about  to  get  the  information  od  tbil 
subject  from  the  most  impresuve  eoarce,  I  viH 
go  to  tbe  actor  himself.  I  hare  heard  the  tilt 
of  their  sufferings  from  themselves ;  hoT  d«! 
marked  with  their  bloody  feet  the  frozen  etrti, 
and  endured  all  that  conld  be  imposed  npca 
them  to  purchase  for  us  this  Government,  ffhi* 
is  cert^nly  the  best  upon  the  earth.  Tbe;  ^ 
riohed  it  for  OS  with  their  own  blood;  aaii^ 
we,  like  drones,  misimprove  the  mean*  'ii* 
have  been  put  in  our  power  to  benefit  w^ 
selves  ond  posterity!  Shall  we  skim  the  ^ 
face  of  this  delightful  country,  and  renda  a 
barren  and  waste  !  No,  we  would  b«  nBWC 
thy  of  being  called  the  desoendants  of  »'"'** 
so  brave  and  noble.  Let  us  put  forth  our  luw 
and  improve  it^  and  give  to  its  high-minded  a- 
habitants  all  the  facilitiea  in  our  power,  bt  t* 
structing  for  them  roads  and  cMlals,«Ma^ 
proving  their  rivers ;  then  shall  we '''*i!~* 
name  of  representatives  of  a  free  and  enligi* 
ened  people.  Pursning  this  system,  jon  ™ 
bind  together  the  North  and  the  South,  im 
prevent  jealousy  and  distrust,  which  isDOW  b" 
too  apparent.  Then  yon  would  hesr  notlilog 
swd  abont  SUtea  flying  off  from  their  sBttR 
and  rebelling  agoinst  the  Union.  AJ1wmW» 
bound  together  in  bonds  of  harmony  sno  P***' 
and  when  oui  posterity  came  into  oar  plM^ 
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tkej  would  have  the  pleanng  refieotion  Uut 
thef  too  had  eaoae  for  holding  in  affeetionate 
remambruioe  those  who  bed  preserved,  in 
health  and  vigor,  tiieir  beloved  conntrj. 

Mr.  Obookztt,  of  Tennesaee,  mbmitt^d  an 
nmendment,  providingtbat  the  roads  should 
mn  irom  the  city  of  Washington,  in  a  direct 
roata,  to  Memphis,  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  in 
the  western  distriot  of  Tennessee. 

In  SDpport  oT  hia  amertdment,  Mr.  0.  said,  he 
was  truly'  sorr^,  under  exiatins  dreomstanees, 
to  tronble  the  oonunittea  with  taj  remarks 
apon  the  snl^eot,  espeoiallf  as  a  considerable 
por^n  of  time  had  ah-eady  been  ooiuQiDed  by 
the  Bepraeeatativei  from  hia  State,  no  tees  than 
four  gentlemen  fhim  Tennessee  having  ad- 
dressM  the  oommittoe,  CMessn.  Bui^  Isiois, 
Folk,  and  Susdivks,)  all  of  whom  (said  Mr. 
0.)  are  mnch  better  qoatifled  to  give  light  on 
this  eabjeot  than  rayselfi 

When  (he  coBtinned)  I  conMder  the  ifow  op- 
I>ortiu]ities  whtoh  I  have  bad  to  obt^  informa- 
tion on  this  important  topic,  I  shrink  at  the 
idea  of  addrea^g  so  IntelligMit  a  body  as  tUs, 
upon  matters  relating  to  it.  itj  lipa  would  be 
sealed  in  rilence,  were  I  not  follj  conviaoed 
that  there  baa  been,  in  some  itutaooea,  a  psrtial 
and  improper  le^slation  resorted  to  dnmg  the ' 
present  aesaion.  I  was  elected  from  the  we«t- 
em  distriot  of  Tenneesee,  after  declaring  myself 
«  friend  to  this  measure ;  and  I  came  here  qnite 
liot  for  the  road— yes,  the  fever  was  upon  me ; 
bnt  I  ooofess  I  am  getting  quite  cool  on  the 
anbject  of  expending  money  for  the  gratification 
of  certain  gentlemen  who  happen  to  have  dif- 
ferent views  from  those  I  entertwn.  Let  ns  in- 
quire where  this  mone}'  comes  from.  It  will 
be  found  tliat  even  onr  poor  citizens  have  to 
contribnte  towards  the  supply.  I  have  not  for- 
gotten how  I  first  foQod  my  way  to  this  Eonae ; 
1  pledged  mj»e!f  to  the  good  people  who  sent 
me  here,  that  I  wonld  oppose  certain  tariff 
measures,  and  strive  to  remove  the  duties  upon 
■alt,  BOgar,  coffee,  and  other  articles,  which  the 
poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  are  from  necessity 
compelled  to  oonsuno.  The  dntiea  on  these 
articles  are  felt  to  be  oppressive  by  my  fellow- 
oitizens;  and,  as  long  as  I  can  raise  my  voioe, 
I  will  oppose  the  odious  eyatem  which  sanctions 
them. 

Those  who  snstain  the  Government,  and  frir- 
Diah  the  means,  have,  by  tiie  illiberality  of  their 
serrant^  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  true 
canseofsomeoftbtirenfferiDgs,  Those  servants, 
after  the  peo[de  intrast  them  with  their  oonfi- 
denoe,  too  often  Airget  the  interest  of  Uieir  em- 
ployers, and  are  led  away  by  soma  designing  gen- 
tlemen, who,  togratij^  Bome  wild  notion,  are  al- 
most -willing  to  enslave  the  noorer  class  at  least. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  are  called  self-tanght  men ; 
by  the  kindness  of  my  neighbors,  and  some  ex- 
ertion of  my  own,  I  have  been  raised  from  ob- 
scnrity  witiiont  an  edncation.  I  am  therefore 
compelled  to  address  the  committee  in  the  lao- 
gnage  of  a  farmer,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  nn- 
darttood.    I  do  aot  mean  to  oppose  internal 


e  OrttaJU  Saai.  [H.  or  B. 

improvements — my  votes  on  that  snlgeot  will 
show  that  I  am  an  internal  improvement  man, 
thongh  I  oonnot  go,  as  the  KentncUan  says, 
"  the  whole  hog."  I  will  only  go  as  far  as  the 
nHnation  of  the  coontz?  vrill  admits  so  fkr  aa 
not  to  oppreea.  I  will  not  say  that  1  will  vote 
against  the  bill  under  all  cirenmatanoes,  yet,  at 
this  moment,  I  consider  it  a  wild  notion  to 
carry  the  road  to  the  extent  contemplated,  ftom 
Bn&lo  to  this  city,  and  from  this  to  New  Or- 
leans. Adopt  my  amendment,  and  yon  will 
sborten  the  distance  five  htmdred  milea,  which 


Is  not  this  worthy  the  oomdderation  of  the  oom- 
mittoet  Besides,  it  wonld,  in  a  measnre,  be 
useless  to  open  the  rood  aa  contemplated  by  th« 
bill.  I  recollect  there  was  a  road  opened  by 
the  army,  fr^nn  the  lower  end  of  the  Mnsole 
shoals,  on  the  Tennessee  Biver,  to  I^e  Pont- 
obartrain,  and  thence  to  New  Orleans,  and  now 
it  is  grown  Tip,  except  about  one  hundred  and 
twen^  mile^  so  that  it  is  ImpassaUe;  thiaii 
aooording  to  inforaiation  I  have  reoetved  from 
gentlemen  who  are  aeqnunted  with  the  road.  ' 
FW)m  East  Tennessee  to  New  Orleana  it  must 
be  upwards  of  eight  hundred  miles;  from  that 
place  to  Hcmphia,  I  mean  ftam  where  the  road 
wonld  pass,  between  two  and  three  hnndred. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  local  ntuation  of 
East  Tennessee,  and  do  not  doabt  that  it  would 
be  of  great  use  to  make  a  good  road  from  Mem- 
phis to  this  city.  The  contemplated  road  is  to 
commence  at  Bnfialo,  come  to  this  city,  and 


to  this  place  t  Will  this  be  opposed  t 
Will  the  role  not  work  both  ways  I  If  not,  it 
is  a  bad  concern.  I  am  astonished  that  certua 
of  onr  eastern  friends  have  become  so  kind  to 
us.  They  are  quite  willing  to  aid  in  distribnt- 
ing  aportion  of  the  national  fonds  among  as  of 
the  West.  This  was  not  so  once.  And,  if  I  am 
not  deceived,  their  present  Idndneas  is  merely 
a  bait  to  cover  the  hook  which  is  intended  to 
haul  in  the  western  and  sonthem  people ;  and 
when  we  sre  hooked  over  the  barb,  we  wiU 
have  to  yield.  Their  policy  reminds  me  of  a 
certun  man  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  who,  having 
caught  a  raccoon,  placed  it  in  a  ba^  and,  as  he 
was  on  his  way  home,  he  met  a  neighbor,  who 
was  snxioiis  to  know  what  he  bad  in  his  bag. 
is  told  to  pnt  bis  hand  in  and  fed,  and  ft 


..  _  only  a  bite.  X  fear  that  onr  good  easteru 
friends  have  a  hook  and  a  bite  for  ns ;  end,  if  we 
sre  once  fastened,  it  will  dose  the  concern.  Va 
may  then  despur  of  paying  the  national  debt; 
we  may  bid  farewell  to  aJl  other  mtemal  im- 
provements ;  and,  finally,  we  may  bid  farewell 
to  all  iiopea  of  ever  redncing  duties  on  any 
thing.  This  is  honestly  my  opinion ;  and  again 
I  say,  I  cannot  consent  to  "  go  the  whole  hog." 
Bnt  I  wiU  go  as  for  OS  Memphis.  There  let  thia 
great  road  strike  the  JIUaslsdppi,  where  the 
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■tMaboaU  tn  pa«ing  ever?  hour  in  tbe  di? 
■nd  nJ^t;  wliero  too  «in  board  &  ■toimboat, 
•ad,  in  MTen  or  dAt  d&ja,  go  to  Naw  Oiieaiu 
and  bMik;  where  tbere  ia  noobctniotioiiat  U17 
time  of  Uh  jeir.  I  would  thank  anj  maoto 
■how  thia  oommittee  the  dm  1^  a  road  whkh 
will  ran  parallel  with  the  UMiirippi  for  fire  w 
t^  hnndrad  miies.  Will  any  nuo  aaj  that  the 
road  would  be  preferred  to  tlie  river  either  for 
franiportatioa  or  travdling)  No,  air.  Then, 
ia  not  jonr  prctjoct  naelcMi  and  will  it  not  prove 
•D  imiwoper  espenditore  ol  the  pnblio  flinda  to 
attempt  to  oanr  the  road  bejond  Uemphia) 

New  Orleana  haa  local  advantagea  which 
OotUng  oan  take  from  ber;  It  eaonot  itdore 
her  to  nai^  the  eoad  terminate  at  Uemphia; 
Bod  if  the  road  ahonld  ao  twmlnatek  tt  woold 
be  on  the  direct  ronte  from  thia  oltj  to  the 
prarinoe  of  Tezaa,  which  I  tape  will  <me  daj 
beloni  to  the  United  Btatee^  and  that  at  no 
gteat  diataaee  of  time. 

Theee  0(mrideratiaa%  I  tliinL  are  entitled  to 
the  notice  of  the  committee,  if  we  moat  bur- 
den the  people  by  a  ereat  expenditure,  let  na 
endeavor  to  do  It  wim  a  view  to  the  general 
good  of  the  Domitrj.  Aa  to  the  de&noe  of  the 
oonntrr,  ereir  nun  mnat  know  that  the  vall^ 
<^  the  lUMiaaippi  can  prodnoe  a  enffldent  num- 
ber of  troopa  to  meet  any  enemy  who  may  have 
tha  andaoity  or  vanity  to  attaok  onr  weateni 
frootitra  or  New  Orleana— that  noted  batUe 
noond,  where,  a  &nr  yeara  ranoe,  we  made 
the  mart  powerfal  enemy  on  earth  tremble  j 
where  the  prond  troopa  <a  England,  beaded  by 
thrir  hanobty  Lord  Paokenham,  ao  aoon  Iw- 
oame  tired  of  onr  proaent  OMef  Ua^abate  and 
hia  brave  little  band.  We  are  at  preaent  much 
atronger  than  daring  the  last  war ;  and  If  we 
denre  to  tranaport  an  army  to  Kew  Orleana,  or 


any  thing  elae,  nataue  baa  Amidud  mwtt 
the  beat  road  in  the  worid,  the  impartiiLWof 
which  we  have  once  ezpwicnoed.  BbaM  it 
ever  luyqien  that  yonr  bnve  acdditn,  wbt 
fooght  >o  gaDaatly  at  Bladcnabnig,  aboold  la 
called  (» to  rwder  na  aaaiatance^  I  hwdM  ten 
favor  of  their  taking  a  water  pav^e  at  Mo- 
phla;  a  ride  on  the  water,  and  a  j&m^  t^ 
or  two,  ml^t  reomit  tbdr  atraigth  tod  RtUii 
Qtcit  natural  bravery.  I  do  not  an&ipite  Ait 
thoae  heroea  will  ever  be  called  on  to  pnM 
na;  if  there  la  a  call,  it  will  be  on  the  all« 
aide;  and  it  ia  now  to  be  regretted  that  joi 
had  not  been  aided  here  by  a  few  EeobidT 
and  TeuMaaea  tioya,  in  yonr  brave  eiHtiDaito 
prevent  the  dlmraoefiil  boniisg  of  tha  tgfiiL 
In  the  diatriot  which  I  repreaent,  then  ait 
el^teen  oonntMc,  in  the  whole  of  vhkh  tbm 
ia  not  a  not  of  gronnd  twen^-five  nu]M  frn 
a  navigable  atreun ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  wcsH 
mnoh  rather  aee  the  pablio  mm^  e^ittded  k 
clearing  out  thoee  rivera,  than  in  opemug  nudi 
";ythebill,flr       '      '     ' 


mopeniD^m 


.  fifteen  hundred  doUwa  permle  att 
bee^ended.  Thia,Ifear,  wonldheiwttiin- 
terii^  wedge.  SntwewiUaoppowtlwToadU 
hefifteMt  hundred  milea  in  len^;  atUutnt* 
It  would  eoat  two  miUitma  two  hnndied  mi 
fifty  thonaand  dollara.  Bnt  I  believe  tlwdb- 
tanoe  to  be  farther  than  gentlemen  ba<n  td- 
colatad,  and  the  ezpenae  will  be  greater. 

Mr.  OBoami  gave  hia  reaaona  agaiad  i» 

eanire,  although  friendly  to  the  ajFtcm  J 
internal  ImprovemenL 

The  debate  waa  contlnQed  by  Ueaan.  Con 
Ojjuoit,  Okuo,  of  Virginia,  BraeHT,  Pnn^ 
and  Babrciosb  ;    bnt,  bofcre  a  vote  vu  tiba 

1  the  final  qneBti<», 

The  committee  roee,  and  repwled  pngnaL 


ly  Google 
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A  S  J«i^  n«.-A*  AdMt  TOJ.  S,  Afaoanf^  JFlMfiiM,  .^l^ 


Adub,  J«mi  Qniiim',  Mtmtt^  at  Id  HadOD  of  MKh  Con- 
tNm,  IM;  Mt^  m;  rata  Air,  «■  fTMiduit, Ik  18n; 
■M.    A«J>»dMVT0li.t,l,4,t,a,t. 

AauB, ,  BuHtoiv  KSg;  on  tha  mnont  of  tli*  IbHuu, 


ratobadauliwdtotha! 

Pnddint,  Uft;  tlw  tlm*  Ibr  ■dJanniiiHDt  too  i 

tbe*iDOimtofbadiiHB,lW;  Ibrther dtbiU, Ul ;  imoIb- 

Uon  to  mppolnt  *  omunlttna  to  ooaftr,  Ac^  oftirtod,  in, 

A4  InOm,  ToL  T. 
^^dmlrolt  1>  CU  Jravy.->SM  AkIi^  VOL  & 
4lHiMin  MfrfmA— &«  Adii^  ToL  S: 
4lWsaii  Amm  (M((  Sootrv.—At  JiKfM^  Toll.  1, 1,  ud  A- 

dta,  T^  t,  Sap*rg, 
Avrioaltart.  OommMu  en.—S—  l»dm,  *oL  K 
Alabamu,  Lama  6rotU  te.— In  Um  Hou^  ■  Ull  giutti« 

e*rUIa  nllaqolihtd  ludi  la,  taialdtnd,  1ST ;  ordtrad 

to  m  tUid  mdliic  198. 
.4laftaaia,voUi»Pi«ld«atInian,m.  AMA4M^Toli.e,B. 
Auuxni,  Uaxk,  oa  tho  tulff  blU,  IW ;  BdmwBtMln 

fruB  Tlrgtnli,  BT( ;  DD  tlio  pif  |4  nuoibeiit  MI.    Btt 

JMm,  t  a.  •,  T,  8,  >. 

JffW<aw)^  APo^m^-A*  Ada^  ToL  1;  (In  AilM,  Tdi. 

fc  Bi  ^  Jl^pgMgWwt. 
Atu>,  Bonn,  on  tk*  ibIm  of  aidet,  401 ;  S«mMtMlT* 

Ami  TUglnl^  m.    .Sm  Ads^  toIi.  ^  T,  B,  >. 
Amio*,  Wnxia,  BopNMDtallT*  Ittm  Nortli  OuaUui  Wt; 

OB  poi^ODlic  tbo  oloetlaa  or  CIoA,  BT&    Aw  Adc^ 

TOltmUS;*. 
ABUllaIilana.—Bt*  Hdm,  toL  & 
Jftiwtifmmf  «<  Of  Journal  <^  a«  Jfttm.    Jm  Adta, 

TOL& 

jIuMmlWonl  ^  (U  OhuMMIwiSn  Adt^  rck  1,  ^  t, 

«,t,S.». 
Abdmuos,  Jqmk,  tho  OH  (<  (M  Ad«^  ToL  I,  A4ft*r|r. 
AzMNXMt,  Joas,  on  Um  tulff  bill,  H ;  oo  tlio  Onmborlind 


ST(L    £h  A(t«v  Tok.  a,  (. 
Q^  SapnantktlTt  from  Kev  Tiok,  «!& 
bMwMm.— A<  Adag,  nL  Sl 
.^fgmiripfaMoM— Aa  Ad«^  nlL  1, 1,  ^  t^  T,  & 
AsoHii,  Wnuu  &,  SapnwDtiUro  ft«n  Tlrglnlk,  6Te; 
oo  ■  Onundttsa  on  EdooitloD,  ISai ;  on  ths  Sontlwn 
Indluu,<IB.    A<Ad(B,Tali.«,T.  B,Sl 
Arimt  Sp4rUt  A  O*  Mwv.-In  Iha  HoOM,  laolntloM 
nbtlTB  to  ib<dUiliic  A&,  olhnd,  <ni;   It  ihoiiM  bo 
ielt  to  tho  dlMraUon  id  iBdlriduli,  tTD;   hers  tkt 
■Met  <rf  ndiuitBc  tlu  ondaaar  »sd   ImpalilBf  Ika 
aooiiga  of  aaUoriitTl);  m  pnetlaal  THnltawUl  IBllow 
tha  adoptloD  of  the  reiolutlDn,  til ;  ardaot  apMli  nsnr 
ooolillinU  to  tb«  baalth  or  pmnanont  tanOat  otiki 
•allai  or  aohlJar,  (Tl ;  fmpoUer  of  aadaavoil^  to  tit. 
TMt  It  b7  B  ptoUbllorj  lav,  whloli  migbt  niaa  tho  ^iliM 
la  ooi  dDtf  to  BialH  tba  afltoit, 


rnamban  of  CongraM,  *&,  «T1 ;  unendBUUt  lot, «»; 
raatdnllDU  *(nad  to,  Vti. 

Artaatat  WMtrm  BaiMtdary^At  TnOtm,  n^  T,  & 

Artaatat  nrrttorf—tlf  fitdta,  roL  t,  nmterttt. 

Armom,  W—UrtLrSf  hOm,  tdL  & 

Aunw»«,  WiLLuii,  BrpiaaatitatlTO  ftom  T1tiIiiU,BI1 
&*  Jndtm,  Tob.  a,  9. 

.drny,— lDtbaBaiiUa,«bA  tofliand  radooo  Iha  mOltur 
aaUbllabmaiit,ooiulda»d,UB;  Uie  bll],«Uj  moTod  I* 
aiponce  tha  pnambla,  aS;  iwaon  of  Iba  pnamMa^ 
US;  bataotadaaipnaadsBt  bamftar,  tlE;  a  prtam- 
Ma  ban  apologj  Sir  laHilatlan,  US ;  tba  old  pnatlo*, 
US;  tharaHOMof  lUaMl  abonld  loirltb  lt,41S;  a* 
bUlraqiliM  BO  bi7to  nnl04t  1^  U< ;  If  tbo  bm  paM 
wllhoBt  a  piMmU^  va  son  DpoB  tb<  Pnatdant  to  al^ 
■  bin  ilBttaf  that  to  ba  rlflit  wUeb  ha  ba*  dMlu^  ta 
boiRaa(,4Ui  anaadmant  marod  ud  paaaod,  HI ;  UH 
Ud  OB  tba  labia,  *1L    «M  Adm,  Tola.  1,  %  i,  B,  T. 

Jmw  imwHeit,  prmmMan  cfi—JUt  StOtu,  toL  a,  and  J>- 
daiV  Tal  m>)Mr«>» 

AnoLB,BBnDi(Ti;SaproMntallTe(Mm  R*«Taik,n& 

.daaaadl «« titt  PrttUmrt  Aientaty— In  Iba  BoMa,>«pal 


IW;  ti  IWi  WM  nijaiit  to  ba  iHmiiMia  at  tbliw 
l«;kMnanBfUrftomdnttola(t,»e;  lataarwli. 
tl<u  ba  pilatad,  IM;  oldest  of  tbo  aioTar,  IM;  lb* 
n^ail^  and  DlBOrltr  of  Iba  oommlttaa  agnad  an  tha 
ftota,  bnt  dlflbnd  oatj  at  to  Iba  prlndpla  Inralrod,  US; 
naaonafcrpiIiillDclM;  bad  imatloo  to  rMtm  lb*  !•• 
poTti  tf  mlgoiltlai,  UBj  aotlMtolirtnlhotAlalMl^ 


,Coe>^lc 
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UB;  BaMiBnaAad  te  thUt*  ■  tUid  »|ii)t^1»7 
p^woidarad  to  b*  prfsUd,  IN. 
JDgpMV  fftMnii;  ^H  q<-lB  lk«  amila,  tlw  Un  to  »- 
orfUilM  th*  —'-"'■'•—-'  of  ths  AHdrmj  Oananl, 
msd  (iwt  It  Into  ■  Hpinta  dcpvtmut,  anuldend. 
Mi;  oljKti  cftha  bUl,  MX;  It  vill  nU*T«  Uu  BtmU 
D^Bnwat  IhnD  tboH  dntlH  vUek  hiTB  nofHtAd  tha 
pr^H*  of  ■tabHiUDC  >  Hoou  D«p4ftdwiit,  BOI ;  nlli 
IMohlBC  1Mb  thi  prMurt  nnd*  rf  oollNtlBc  th*  nr- 


«  nmodj  ftrr 
tb*  kv  d^irtmat  of  th*  OoTOiUMiit,  or  la  th*  ntn- 
B«(<«oUMtla(tb<MTUiie,Ut;  Intmul  (dhwh  of 
thaamBBTBnatioeabi  timBdhmd  from  tluStitalo 
MBHothardapunBuliSW;  imaBdnMBti  nwrcdilM; 
dDUMofUi*  AttoTBtr  OwaiLtN;l>>o«i)miTli 


CWM  cf  lta«  Pit*Bt  Oflca  ud  Uh  pnbUaitlaii  <a  tte 
kn,Hl;  If  tUi  bUI  latandftd  to  MtibUib  1  Hsdie  D» 
|«rtiBnl,kt(tb*allBdio,En;  ulitHw  oC  tta«  «tlk 
doabtflil,  BM ;  no  good  T«Rlt  frei 
<f  a«  Mtonwr  into  111*  hitd  of  ■  Imiwu, 


Unar,  iamx,  I 

WMmm  and  <1U<>  SaarDad.-In  th*  Sorts,  ■  Un  to  I 
tfaoriw  ■  nibMrlptlOB  to,  tJt ;  propimd  tbst  th*  h 
wrIpUaa  AoaM  b*  ftmwB  (ma  Ih*  MiM  cf  attar  (toe 


at  a*  p«IM  It  wUA  K  li  ptopoMd  to  lUft  tUi  pn 
en ;  not  tk*  potod  M  wUib  ow  iiodn  oovld  b*  M^  to 
admtif*,  En ;  tb*  iTttun  of  lataml  tupnmiHi 
«*■  ba  autalaad  oidj  b;  ■  Mr  (ad  «qul  dlnribntlaB  of 
Iha  fcrn  aad  mlilaina  of  tba  SoTanmant,  STl ; 
Um  Beentaiy  of  th*  Tnutatf  b«  laatnetad  to  lel 
tavb  p«riodi  Bod  In  mah  panak  ai  la  bj*  Jndgmanl 
a»beat,5Tl:  »  rwMH  wb^  Ihk  bUl  ihonld  Dot  ~ 
loatad  H  th*  fttniidatloB  do  whiah  tbt  ■rtt*a  ihaU  b* 
ooBlmwinad,  BWj  btn  Ud  OB  tha  lahl*.  Bn 

AmA  </ (A*  DMUd  Aa(M-dH  A<f B^  Tolfc  1,  ft  4,  B,  6,  T,  1 

aaKt  yeU*tn  POfrnmit  ^  J>iiHu.~-ait  t»dtu,Tii.J, 

JnOnqit  Ast-nSM  AtfM,  *Dk  ft  ft  T. 

Jwit*  qr  i>«>a«lt-Aa  A<i«,  ToL  T. 

B«ua.IIsni,B*pnHnt*llTB&anO(B]iaat]ea^en.  iSm 
JM«MOli.T,  B.ft 

Bjluoub,  Fwaa  Fn  nlatlr*  to  toaooBtlBg  oBotn,  n;  as 
tk*a4foaiaiHit,1Ui  ««  tbo  mm  of  WtU*.  IH  IK ; 
OB  oontnraiitlOB*  (I  Bnalni  1V«a^,  lU ;  OB  tb*  caaa 
of  WlUiu>ilI«i9U,l(a;npoiti4a  Uw  himH  aoth* 
PiMldeal'*  Ba<int*iT,iaO;astb«*WHlt(Btb*FTMl- 
tatFiSMmtur,  IMi  «■  lb*  Cuibniud  io*d,  •«; 


*ftt.e,ft 


om>,  ntnA  ftoa  th*  q>a*Sh  oC  W. 
f  n™'*".  IMAO  D.,  oo  tba  Cmnbarluid  road,  tSB ;  Baaator 
fromP«aiiirlnhIa,4Mi  on  Uw  nwilaa  Mrrtoa,  41 


uitf  tloHlKdrnl^K. 


Wat  Point,  I;  on  i 
AtAxti^ToL*. 
Babkwili,  BoBm  V.,  BaytntatlTO  ftm  Binlb  Cm- 
llna,aT<. 

BAunen,  Dum.  I^  on  tba  amcniawit  t(  Ut  nls 
KM;  OB  reprfntiBK  pnbUa  daeomtit^  tM;  Btiiml' 
■Ufaftfan  Horth  Candln^  BT< ;  on  tha  datuHrfet- 
brial  HobDea,  DSl    &* /Mfar,  Tok  ^  f. 

BUTUR,  ICEUOD,  OB  th*  CSH  of  Wild*,  IM;  >B  Ol 
BaBdmaot of iba nla*, 890.    SnI<uU^Tvk.T,t. 

BiBTLiT,  IdaiDBcu,  K«pn*aBtatlTa  ftom  OUa,  XL  Ai 

HfaB^TOkT.ftS. 

Babtov,  Datib,  OB  thelaadnib>«>aflanaiRl,M;calal 
0laliBilBllkaou1,»4;  «  aehoal  kaJ*  la  in  [H[|[| 
«•;  BaBltot  ftoBi  liliaoDri,  «H; 


kT,ftft 


itVtat  Polal,U  Sitk- 


BMUn,  BnwxLL,  on  tJ 

il*B,Tokft4,B,ftT,8.s. 
Bam  towABB.  OB  amlgiaUon  of  iBdkaa,  U ;  «« Ik  lull 

Mn,)Bi  ontheoeCBpaUoBorthaOnfiMBlw.K^fl^ 

MM;  OB  th*  tarrlUiyof  HBran,H8;  aa  ntrBtiiaat. 
M^adiBialt*,  DTI;  alda 
8ttIiultK,TaL». 

I  0Htaiu.—St4  AdM  toL  4;  <K  rift 
•da^Tal-ft 

Bati«>,  S.  B.  X,  KfpnaralallTO  irn  AUoa,  m. 
Siaumar<*alt,<!laim^.  &■  7w(«^  n^  ft  S,  ^  T,  K 
taKKBB,  PnLBMoa,  cB  tb*  Ohio  toHl,  W  fix  M^ 

Tok  ft  T.  ft  «. 
BnnuB,  Tbohabi  B«|>i«a«ntMlTa  tRna  Hn  Tv^  n 
Bbll,  JOBR,  on  land  ckinu  Ib  TaoBiataa,  in ;  aakM; 

on  th*  CnmbaikBd  mad,  SSa ;  Bi^inainkiln  bm  ^ 

niiTii.nT^:  onSonth*mlBdlua,mi  oinnMa*! 

panatona,  na.    Am  A<Ia>^  tsI.  >. 
Biu,  Savubi,  SeBslel  ftoBi  Nov  EampiUn,  4M;  •  P* 

•BWtlOB  richta,  tit;  oa  par  of  poraHi  ta  Ik  NnTi 

SIT,    «•<  AtliB,  Tok  T,  S,  «l 
Bbtmb,  TaoKia  B.,  on  tha  itmi  mlaaa  of  UwaiLK;  ■ 

tha  ooBimana  of  tha  Vaat.  >»;  ob  thcdiawkikia 

■o^r.na  111,  *t*:  SB  tha  daUnc  taai,  tl3«;M 

th*  dliWbntlon     '  ■  —        "■"  '"^ 

kBdn)ad,»4;  c 

olliBi  of  Hakon  1 

■ipp«.»»;< 

SanaUr  from  lUaaaail.4M;  < 
BiBtaa,  414 1  on  a  mmtUT  paaog  artaUUuBoi,  v: " 
root*'* n*idBtlaB OB pobUa iBBda, 411;  (hIbAibii* 
«B,4U;  oBthaaboUtkaatdDUta.tuM.fcW:'' 
tha  Bwuit^  InfcBtrj  hlU,  4>I ;  on  p*r  of  punaah  Jj 
NiTj,  BIS;  OB  tba  MiMirbniitTr  (kha.  CM;  «" 
roTolaUoBaTj  oflkan,  IMO ;  on  ladodnf  Ih*  M*  > 
taaaiidoeIbe,Btl.    «m  Aufaav  Tok  T,  ^  I. 

Bdud,  Joan  M,  OB  the  pntaat  of  Oeoilt.nl:**' 
tTflnUoD  of  tha  nfansa,  »1;  ob  tha  Jadlikir."'!  ■ 
batnoOoD*  IB  Panama  lOnktai^SH.  AiMMM* 

Bibb,  dBoBaa  IL,  Benator  fton  Ktatnchj,  4M. 

BiBBU^  A»i>,  DakfaU  frem  Mlehlyn,  EH. 

gtai,MBtnf.—SfIkdta,jtll. 

Slum,  Jtnm,  SapraaaBtaUTa  bum  Soslh  CirdK  »*< 
OS  dUribBdon  of  tha  pnbUe  kad*,  (H ;  w  Tolf" 
Acadamr,  6*8,  tU. 

Blak,  Jobb,  ob  knd  cUlaia  La  Tanaaaa*.  »1 ;  BV***' 
■an  from  TsBBsase*,  OTd ;  <a  a  IfeaUni  ABX^i  ^* 
tb*  BsflUo  *Bd  Haw  Oilau  nad,  KL  Si  A" 
Tola.  T,  ft  ».  ^^ 

Blac^  Tbdhai,  a,  on  th*  ImproTUBml  of  th«  "*■ 
BlT*t,n;oBth*OUaOaB*l.UI.   AtA^*^' 


,:Jb.G00glC 


Boom,  ABU.HUI,  BcpnHDiatlTa  from  Kiv  Toik,  Ml. 
Book,  SAiun,  SepnaentMlTa  from  Indlwi*,  BR. 
Bom^  Fain  L,  BcprewntatlTa  from  New  Yi)ik|OI& 
BouuHni),  J.  T,  SepnsentUiTt  train  TltstnU.fini'     - 

Z^MMfOfT  Ahl— Ib  tlu  Bi>iiH,a  blU  nUUTB  to  tlu  noTth- 

lU;  lUUBUDtof  th«aH,UlliltalmpoRu»a,  ISI. 

Awnlvjbr  .n*Ufi«  FmmIl— ^Cm /lufai^  *sL  G,  i>iiUM  ifto. 

BaoDBSjiD,  JoBi,  BtpmiulUln  from  Saw  Buapcbln, 
BTI. 

BiuoB,  Jobh,  on  U»  iHd  mlna  of  IUmutI,  W,  Me ;  on 
tlu  Cnmbsrlud  road,  US;  oa  tl»  LonlirlUs  ud  Fort- 
UndCuil,lST;  on  hIuio]  ludi  In  UMMlppI,  W^  1B>. 
«M  /iKfa^  Tok.  T,  B,  ft 

AMn<tini<iM  JfHffoU,  ttOMg  oot  of  CSS: 

Aw<^  4^fafrt  wttA.— la  tho  Howe,  ■  naolntlon  nlUln  to, 
o<mi«d«Md,119;  laAnutkm Mkcd mIMIh lo hwwub 
vUflh  hard  bou  idoptod  to  obtain  a  fodna  of  wroDgit 
US;.mBOUu]to«4lIf«lalbrmatlon  it  »  «ulr>  itage 
of  ■  nafotlillon,  nnleai  dienmglMieM  eilaUd  to  aviksn 
Bniapioloiic(a^Mt,l!9;  Ui*  wrnqKUduuB doei not 
m«t  oi  Hdil>'  uj  of  tlu  Inqnlriai  now  prcqiaaad  to  be 
put  to  the  EiMUtlTt,  not  iott  It  g^ie  the  Inlbrmitton 
vltbont  alldtiiit  wbloh  CongitH  oonld  not  Jmtlji  nd- 
Jonn,  US ;-  itMoMOt  of  ftoU,  IM ;  the  tnetmsnt 
vHbrded  to  our  ObacfA  wu  nch  u  to  Lndnoe  him  to 
takaaT«i7  utnwcdlitair  eonnt,  id;  ihaiie  upon  the 
CommlttM  of  Foielga  AfUn.  UT ;  the  axiMdlBnejr  of 
iDOTtag  the  nMdntlon  at  tbia  tlmt^  IIT ;  paaaafe  of  the 
Pnatdent^  ICsHaga  at  tha  lait  icaiton,  198 ;  prooodnie 
of  tbaUts01laTS*.138;  tUther  debate,  IM,  US. 

Srtach.fPritatgt.-'S-IiultB.jiAt.t,*. 

SrtatneaUr  on  1*4  DAueart.—SnImaa»,Ttl.S. 

Buar,  ViuuH  I..,  on  the  drawbaek  OD  raftiMd>ngir,tID; 
on  the  Fonehaitnln  Canal,  l»i  ontho  dnraUon  of  the 
nilM,«U.  e—Ind4B,nA.». 

Srtttt  aamJc—Stt  Jndim,  toL  1. 

Sratrv.—Ste  tndm,  ToL  & 

BrMA  Aggrmloiu  «  OBBianra^—B—  AidfB,  toL  & 

BrlUtX  fbJoKtaJ  Tfadt—St*  Otdtu,  vol.  9. 

XrWth  IiUrtgatM.~S—Indm,T^  t. 

SrttHk  XiAtittr.  Onmlut  <^.—ae*  IndtiL,  ToL  4 

BrllUt  W-l  India  iyadi.—BHlndim.r6t.l. 

Bxowv.  Slua,  m  land  slalnia  In  TaantaaM,  IN;  Xepra- 
nentatlTe  from  Uarjland,  StL 

BiovH,  ICiUOa-aaHnAi.— In  the  Honae,  naolatlont  on  tha 
deceaaao^H;  t  bill  fHr  tha  Tellsf  of  the  widow  oi;  OOD- 
rideied.  TB;  lUtamant  of  big  aSdn,  and  eaua  of  hli 
death,  TS 1  la  It  1iuio>atlng  too  taaoh  an  tha  pnctloe  of 
thlaSome  to  grant  themeanaofnpport  to  ttaafkmQf  T 
TB ;  examination  of  tlie  lam  of  Coagiesa,  18 ;  tha  Honae 
BBnnot  «HuI*tantl7  paaa  thU  bill,  TS ;  tha  eiutoin  to  paj 
fnttnittca  and  pandou  to  tha  wldowa  and  orphan)  of 
aoldlaia,  78;  eaae  of  Od.  Harding  T8i  the  etatm  ti 
Ibacfa  fer  being  anaaaompanted  b;  a  memorial  from 
tha  widow,  7t ;  the  punge  of  tha  bUl  a  matter  of  dat^, 
n;  tha  Honae  no  right  to  do  acta  of  partial  legUatlon, 
n ;  we  hiie  no  taatlmMi;  that  ha  auildaad  a  dollai  In 
the  pnblla  lerrloe,  80 ;  a  praoedant  In  tha  law  giving  flTa 

i      7e*n'  panaloa  to  the  wldowa  of  thoae  who  Ibll  li 

Kl;  when  onr  patrlotlo  (dttuna  hara  i^aldad  tbeli  Una. 
an  *a  to  air  we  have  glTen  tham  a  (BlBdant  raward 
latbaglnTwhlDbtbaTbaTaaohlaTedtBO:  abwSuta, 
W;  ll;feam>  to  be  nppoaed  that  we  bare  no  power  to 
Ifj-Irt'  tat  parttenlar  eaati,  althooi^  we  bare  the  pow- 
ar  to  latfdata  ganaally,  Slj  ba  left  a  ftmll;  tn  mat, 
St;  tha  urtnn  UWMt  aulagona  In  ptIiMlpla,  SI;  If 
Ihfi  bin  pM,  Iboaa  wha  dia  la  oiTll  omeea  tn  a  itata  of 
ported,  will  be  entitled  to  thaaameeonddMattonlbr 
aalr*aiIUM,ati««atarainealMtodotSlih>t«in 
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pcnrer  to  pan  thia  bllllBS;  It  U  aald  that  ^or;  la  the 
•eldler-ipar.SS;  blUpawd,sa.    5u  fMfasi,  toI  >. 

Barui,  Jon  H.,  on  the  tariff  Mil,  83;  on  Indian  i^propit- 
atlon>,MO.   iSm  Aulja,  role.  8, 1; 

BtrCHUraJ,  Java,  on  ndUtla  eonrta  ^wTtui^  4-  q^  th% 
cata  of  Meade,  TO;  on  the  tariff  bill.  T4,  n;  on  tha 
natnmUiatlon  lawi,  189 ;  on  the  oaea  of  WllUam  Uot- 
gan,  ITO;  on  tbe  office  of  H^or-QaDen].  ITt,  1T4; 
on  tbe  extanalan  at  tlnia  for  dnwbaek,  Ml ;  on  the 
oeeapaUon  of  the  Oregon  BlTar,  1T4 ;  on  the  Oomber- 
lud  Boad,  SSL ;  on  tha  ImpHiolunent  ot  Jndge  Peek, 
5M;  BapreeentatlTe  from  FenniylTaola,  STS;  on  poet- 
poulng  tha  election  ot  CleHi,  GTS ;  on  Iba  annnal  1^eaa> 
nry  report,  680;  on  dlitrlbntlon  ot  the  pnbUc  laada, 
ma;  on  tba  Jodldaiy,  Si6;  on  dlplomatls  expenasl, 
no;  DO  Indian  ■aaln,6(M,UT.    fiu /MtaB,  toIc  T,  B, ». 

BucKHu,  BioHAiD  A,  On  the  Oumberiand  n^  SSL  See 
/ndoti,  Tola.  T,  B,  8. 

Bufaio  and  Sue  Orltaru  S«Kl.— In  tbe  Honae,  a  bill  to 
eatabllah  a  national  mad  from  BnllUa  to  New  Orleans 
throogb  WaahLngton,  oonddared,  088 ;  It  leadi  from  twD 
finntlan,  (M) ;  badneu  ot  tbe  road  daring  the  laat  war, 
(Ml  gbataetorot  the  pepnlatlon  of  the  eotmlij  throng 
which  It  paiaet,  SM;  will  open  laontlTeoaiiuannlOBtloit 
between  Intaraating  aeetlona  of  the  oonntrTi  SBO;  ad- 
Tantagea  of  a  road  to  New  Orieaoa,  SDl ;  the  routea  anr- 
Tejed,  Stl ;  teiaoni  for  praferrtng  the  weatem  routea, 
tn ;  reaaoni  tbr  embraelng  the  two  made  In  the  aama 
bill.  Kti  preftnaca  of  tba  weatem  roato,  «»-,  la  tbla 
mad  on  the  weetom  ronU  neaeiaaij  for  tbe  porpoaae  of 
thit  oouulrr  for  aaoiioarelal,  mail,  and  military  objeeti, 
688;  eharaoUr  of  the  oonDtrr,  ttS;  otUllr  of  the  road 
Ibr  raall  porpoaee.  (H 1  nee  ot  thla  mad  for  tbe  mllltarr 
operatlona  of  tbe  Ooremmant,  884;  tbla  road  opena  to 
tha  aontheia  part  ot  Alabama  tba  moat  ipeady,  natnral, 
andefflciaDtineaniotdalMoe,S85;  jonr tmopa aneonn- 
tored  tha  hormia  of  Ikmlna  on  tha  maigtn  of  tbii  road, 
SMS. 

Puaiga  of  the  bm  urged  on  fonr  genenl  oonalderatlana, 
AM;  tha  eanitltiitlonal  powan  of  Congrtaa  haie  been 
iMiUBad,  tn;  loexpedlano;  of  the  maunre,  CM ;  not 
one  of  tba  tonr  eonilderatlani  niged  requlmi  that  thii 
road  ihonbl  be  bnllt,  TOO ;  what  kind  of  mad  la  propoaed 
by  thla  bill  T  TOO ;  tha  nperior  ImpmTement  of  rallroada, 
TOO;  eitiactattom  themportotenglneen,TOa;  naitln 
order  are  poUtleal  ooniidamtlona,  TOl ;  a  crWa  In  our 
Ooremment  now  perbqie  at  hand,  TOl ;  mllUaiy  oon- 
■Idantlant,  TOl ;  how  long  would  It  take  troopa  ta  gat 
to  New  Orleana  by  tbla  road  t  TD9 ;  folly  to  make  It  for 
mllltery  pnrpoeae,  T02 ;  the  traoqHiitotlon  of  the  mall, 
TOl;  extract  tmm  tha  Poatmut«raatHinil'inport,TOt; 
•teaio  oavlgetlDn  will  enpenede  mada.  TOS ;  the  nlittTa 
merita  of  tha  dUTgrnnt  matea,  TDB ;  haa  Cangrea  a  tl^t 
to  re-dlatrlbnto  tha  nuplna  money  In  tha  Traaaory  ba- 
yond  what  may  be  neoaaiaty  to  defrmr  the  ordinary  ac- 
penaea  of  Ooremment  I  T0«;  tbe  poUey  of  a  nation  In 
regard  to  Id  fbnda  la  raiy  different  In  aome  rcapeeti 
from  that  of  an  Indlrldna;  TU;  tarlhar  debate,  TOG,  TOt 
TOT,  T09, 

Tba  dlSbmut  rodlei 
tweeu  tba  dlfftrant  ilnea  aorreyed,  T14 ;  1 
that  In  a  cemmeralal  aqwet  tha  waatem  aacQon  contalna 
Tery  gnat  adrantagaa,  TIS ;  tha  mllltaiy  adrantagea  of 
the  waatam  road.  TIB;  tbla  Mil  la  ana  of  grsTe  ebarw>- 
tor,  Ttl;  l)>twbatlaOoTeinmeDtlB>tltatsd,T18;  not  to 
open  thaaa  arannaa  It  to  bury  the  talent  Introaled  to  n% 
TM;  the  oonseded  powar  ahonld  be  oooBded  to  graat 
leading  natloul  ohjeota,  TM ;  what  an  tha  aolMpatad 
mall  adrantatatt  TU; 
«U«]i  bear  on  thla  qaaiaDn,T»;  1 
taaaona  to  ]oalU^  the  making  of  tU*  nad  ft 
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HawOtlwiMtn];  tlumdiiaiiagtflnti 
tb«  OoTMUwat  In  lh»g  piiBli  of  Tlaw,  m  1  Um  I 
pi  )•  tb*  kar  of  Um  whol<  VHUni 
MthRn^i 
^tholutmr.TU;  ttao  p«^  to  b* 
ikbnttltUa 


mtrj  thnagb  whlcb  It  pM* 
Itin  of  ths  Tt 
awH  irlth  tb*  Cooh,  TM; 
ipg(M«hUditftUiGDnnuiient,m;  Ituttti  nmirki, 
nB.TM. 
liaaM^TwnmAa,aBnlUtU»aaTta-iBulli],*:  snTUton 
■tW«tFol>t,UljoiitholulffbU],W;  mnlltftonU- 
Rhodt  Idud,  Sit;  as 
u  dtitrtbntlDii  of  pab- 


Bnunn,  Juwb,  Saiutor  from  Ohio.  10L 
aanH»gt^AtIMrarv«fOimgr*i.—St4jndm,TiA.S. 
Bsnu>,  Buma,  fiaiVMMiUtln  from  lUna,  BTi.    Sta 


Caboos,  WnuAii,  Bapnomtatln  Ih)m  Tement,  BT& 

Oumum,  JoHa  O,  Toto  tn  »  Tin  Pi«tfd«at  to  IBK,  8M 

CAXUBUDra,  C  C^on  tha  GhaaapaakaudDhIoCaDal,1N; 
OS  latniuhBUD^  IM;  od  tha  axtauloti  of  tlma  fin 
dnwliiKk,lG8;  os  tba  dnwUck  oo  nflsad  inpi,  IN; 
on  Ot  ogsDiiUlaD  of  tb«  Colorabla  BlTei,  SOO,  80(1 ;  B«p- 
rwaatctlTa  Imo  Hair  Tork,  b7t ;  on  SontlitRi  Indiuu, 
tOT;  anIiidUnafliln,«S.    Stt  IiidtB,Tcl.i. 

OiKpuu,  JoEH,  BfpreaoDUllTe  from  Sont^  Cuollu,  STl. 

OHudioii  B^fugtf.-S*t  lodaa.  Toll.  ^  0. 

Ouul  orvwKl  JfMcIa  £AeiiJa.— &a  Indai,  toL  11 

OmoJ  iH  IIUnoU.—Si4  Jndta,  tdL  V. 

Cuiou,  Cbiclb,  letlar  to,  from  the  Bpaakar,  IM. 

Oaraeoai,  Bttitf  <^.St*  Itidtie,  toL  4, 

CAnoa,  Bahfil  P,  on  tha  bla  Ocnaiml  Brami,  BI ;  OB  Ibo 
tailf  bill,  SB;   oii  Indluk  ^proprUdODi,  lU,  IST; 
Indian*  In  Hortb  CuoUut,  148-lM ;  on  Und  dalmi 
~  -  —     -  -  ^  j^i^^  Hutb  CanllDk, 


K,  (ST  1  on  tha 


Ckmau,OongTtatciuil,—St*liidta,ytA.i,aAInd*K,iii.'i 


■lF^od  Sabbath  malli,m;  onlnitnic- 
tloai  to  Panama  MIiil*t«B,  ass,  IH ;  Banatoi  from  Ifarr- 
lNid,«M;oslti<  FataatO]Bag,Ha;  on  tha  BalUmon 
■nd  Ohio  B«u],  Sn    Sit  Itutta,  tdIi.  8,  t. 

(tausu*,TBaBAi,anthaliiadmlneaof  lIiwoniI,VlG;  on 
Sabbath  DuUi,  SH;  on  raTolnUonarr  poniloiu,  MS; 
BapMMatatlf •  from  Kav  Himpahln,  SI6. 

£Il«^  dM4ffa<rN^  Appobiimtia  nf.—St*  Jndta,  toL  9, 

duiritaliU  OV-M.—S—  IruUti,  tdL  1. 

CmUM,  Dddut,  Banator  from  Tarmont,  4DL  jSm  /lufia^ 
Tola.  8,  t. 

Cmtjn,  JfDo^  Qflolat  CtMdul  and  THol  «:-«<  7ikI«^ 
ToL  S. 

C^ttaptatt  and  Dttauart  OnutL— In  tha  Banala^  a  bill  to 
uthoTlu  a  gnbaoilpUon  to  tba  Chaaapoaka  and  Dda- 
mr*  Canal,  oosajdarad,  MO ;  a  motion  tu  laoomn" 
to  amend,  w  aa  to  loelnda  a  aatworiptlDn  to  tha  Dlamal 
Swamp  Caul  atook,  MS }  thla  motloo  Tarf  propar,  with- 
out IrapljlDi;  a  daalfn  to  kltl  tha  blU,  MT ;  aniandmant 
loat,  and  bill  ordond  to  ba  ongioaaad,  fl4T. 

lo  OmoJ.— In  the  Houa,  a  bUl  to  anthoi- 


th*  iTOalnf  ooipa  at  ei 
Taportsd  at  tli*  laat  NMJon  »>  haTlnsbaeB  aa^ii4 
lln«el8St,lM;  nadi  mirajod,  IM;  la  U  not  Itaala 
Concna  to  aaf  to  th*  war-dapMlawBt.  flaMi  •*■*  it 
the  mntaa  700  haTO  eammaneed  aamylBf  bafcao  jwm 
■ik  mora  iDonaj  tar  new  MM*  f  U 
TajiilM;  th*  euial  to  La*  EtlM9T ;  tb*a 
thabltaof  tha  (AloiUI;  q 
tlma  otoouplatloa,  Ac,  af  < 


priTita  aabaorlpUan*  wan  paid  np,  UTTOd,  UB :  H  wil 
pnetttallT  d«»(»7  tha  Mil,  166 ;  ainndiBaat  mtUit 
to  ■  proportional  p^mant,  IW ;  foMhu-  iibala,  IS; 
amandment  eanlad,  IW;  Ull  ordared  to  b*  afnaal. 
ISL 

Qnaatlon  on  Ihi  paaaaga  of  tba  Utl,  MI ;  iiiiii^|rf 
dtandlng  th*  Ohio  *  Chaaqw^*  Cuua  to  a*  hki^ 
in ;  haibon  on  tha  lOea.  lal ;  aipadiaaer  at  tUa  |n- 
«nmant  beoomlDg  a}<tint  nndartakar  with  tiia  oorpH*- 
Ugni  (f  thla  dtatrlDt,  VS;  tha  poUtr  ponaed  bjoa 

th*  nrolBdon  were  Ttir  dt 

■nt  portion*  of  th*  ai 

loo  Tislourr  In  l(a  ooaoeptien,  toe  oxpaailT*  !■  Ui  •»■ 

onUoD,  (fid  too  proBtlaaa  In  Ut  an|«rIiwBt,  to  hsTa  bM 

nndtrtakan  bf  UaagOTamment,  MS;  wUI  ■  tt Vi 

profit  ba  anjofad  \ij  tba  pet^a  ftttsi  what  tba  4a  110 
iiMBi  (boold  larantT  in;  otdaeUona  a:       


Btate*,l«;bUlpaaMiA,]B.  «h  Aadai^  t«I&  S.  H 
CtfTUt,  Tmo^iT,  BapreaentatlTa  from  How  Tori:,  Vfft 
CmLToa,  TnoHia,  Bepw*Bt»ttTa  froni  BaataAy,  AM;  m 

auoDdmant  to  Ull  on  mllco^  of  BHiaborB^  IW;  A 

ardent  aplilta  la  the  iutj,  ni. 

Okodnu  Zoadl^  nMrodoABOiiJ*  «■ Jba  '-•'i— .  nL  1 

Cui»u(n,  HA-nujiDT.  H.,  oa  tba  tarur  UU,  S* ;  Bepaa*. 

aUT*  from  Virginia,  STS;  on  TaUaT  to  vMcnra  <<  Ha 

Horaat'a  eraw,  CSS. 
Cluk,  Jobi  O,  on  rallaf  to  tha  Ibmtlr  of  G«Dard  tan, 

Bi;  onth*Ohiatu*l«n>it,l»;  on  tbo  a^wKaa* 

PnMdant^  aaoratarr.  Its,  IH.  Saa  £ldaa^  tsL  iL 
OunK,  Jaum,  BaptweatatlTa  tnu  Kantnokj-,  an    tm^ 


Cut,  a  O,  on  dKtrlbntlon  of  tha  pnbUc  land^  Mi;  BifK- 


OU.ITOK,  Jora 


IL,  Sanator  fnm  Dalawaia,  4M;  •■  fMt 

raaalnuan  on  tha  pnbUo  laud^  4U. 
Oari  ^(4*  Abiua.~Ia  tha  Boaaa^  a  moUoa  to  p«4^ 

tha  ateotlon  of  Clark,  STB ;  whan  doeath*  aakaafOitt 

axplrot  STB;  debala,  BTB;  motion  to  paoeaii  I*  B* 

alsoUoa  oartlad,  STB. 
Cbod  AiTHV.— £ta  Adas,  Tol*.  I,  •. 
CM  nik»nn.-au  JndM,  ma.  l,  ^  ud  Uttm,  nil, 

i>iiHa>oa/ntrior«B. 
(Mm  (Mwl  JHiit— A*  Addi^  Tola.  ^  T. 

Couun,  K.  D.,  Bi 

aoU4eUtm  Mti^aU,  WtltnL—Stt  Imdu,  toL'l 

Cblonivltfos  &K9«^.— dM  Ada^  ToL  *. 

OiluHbia  £<oir,  Oaatpatietl  «:~In  tha  HoM^  ■!■  « 
aathoriie  tha  ooenpaUoo  a(  oauldtred,  >» ;  tWbg« 
■mf  to  HtO*  a  naw  oonntrj  1*  ta  Imt*  It  to  tt*  aMM- 


priH  tt  pilntr  IndlTMnmli,  manly  hUbiUbi  to  tlwa  { 
tka  HID  or  didlaiiiil  pnt«otI«ii,  ITI :  tli*  UDinBt  nt  timdi  { 
tbM«i  tIB;  Importune  of  inch  ■  lUtion  In  hio  of  vit 
with  On>tBrlUti,>T4;  MtlnvtMOf  th*  n>T7  dtput- 
mut,lTtj  Lbna  thomud  penou  it  th<  lact  mdr  (a 
•mtwt  la  tU>  (llMrtirlM,  Wt ;  lb*  lupuco  lliaiild  bo 
rtndlad  wltk  (mt  oan,  ]<M  Uia  uitloB  ibrald  aompro- 
mt  IM  tl(U^  nt;  lb*  Mn  aUaupti  to  nwDcUa  two 
lM«DpMlU*nlioBM,ST«;  tt  (lUti  to  Mttlan  BOtUns 
mora  thin  mlfUbanMOMblradiadilTi;  Uwanaod- 
n*Bt  faaa  ts  luictlaii  fiwalfD  ooloidiatloii,  «E;  It  vtll 
aUsntha  wild  and  deapanla  poMIon  of  tba  eomranBlI]', 
ns;  whmt  WH  to b« doaa iftar  thua  HtUan  bad  ob- 
talnad  psaatmloii  of  tba  laad  and  areelod  SwtaT  US; 
nvpoaa  Iba  bill  paaata,  and  thaitbr  (Itm  ■  aoelil  ailit- 
«ao*  to  tbU  «onBti7,  tn ;  ImormDsntaU*  dlDmltlM 
Ibat  attaad  tba  UTi|atloaar  ttaa  itoar,  ITt;  tti*  Tarr 
MOM*  dnmbwl  tba  plaaa,  STl;  ftoti  raUtlTO  to  tba 
tkrtUltr  U  tha  eountrr,  ITS;  wsald  •  brotbariuwd  of 
lOMtlaa  nmala  batwaan  that  dIUul  brntif  and  tba 
eiaiai  Ibat  lamalB  nbltadt  fIT;  tba  abanotar  of  tba 
Moatij,  ITT ;  aooonnU  of  Lawli  and  Clark*,  vn ;  a 
paanllar  kind  of  moa  BeotMUy  to  taOtj  tba  montb  of 
Colosibla  ilrar,  Vn ;  tbo  MtUanunt  ironld  b«  ■  tin- 
alfn  aolonj,  fT8  \  tba  pnflt  to  ba  darlvad  from  tbaa* 
barran  nglOM,  TO. 

XilaUng  traatlaa  betvaan  tba  Ualled  Btataa  and  Oraat 
BrilaUi,  ITS  1  tbo  twalf  *  ntontba'  boUm  baa  not  bam 
flT*n  for  annnllfnf  tbam,  Vn ;  can  va  taba  axdnslT* 
pMiailoB  DBtU  tbla  aotle*  hai  bHU  |lT>n  I  Sn ;  bcv- 
Ing  Dl  Iba  prop  Olid  maamtra  an  oar  ralalkm*  witb  Oraat 
Billalu,  180;  tba  rl^t  to  tba  ooanti7  It  onn,  Ml:  a 
portlDB  Bf  IbU  ntlaB  ■  paiftet  g>rd*B,  MO;  doc*  tbo 
jBilrilstlon  behuf  tout  SeO;  mato  politioftba  bUl, 
no;  Ibal  rdatlBg  to  JnrtadleUon  i  daUeata  on*,  m ; 
Bometbinc  ibmld  b*  don*  to  kaap  pas*  *llh  tb«  Brltlsb 
•attlemanla  and  to  proleot  oar  bnnton  and  tr^pari, 
HI;  ongbt  wa  tolbrbld  our  dtltanB  hvin  folDR  Into 
tbla  oooalrr  wbll*  BilU^  nlilHtti  bara  frar  iu(*r 
MI ;  tba  bill  mora  oonsUlaloir  "«'  >•  mada  tbe  Bsrtb- 
um  boBPdary,  Ml ;  tha  opInloB  of  tbla  Cvagnm  ontbl 
to  be  beaid,  SSI ;  oar  CDDntrji  la  not  oppraaaad  bj  a 
denae  popnktloB,  Mi ;  wa  mar  woadir  wbat  can  Indaoo 
4  letllar  to  aaak  tbla  iBboaplUbl*  tr^wi,  Mi ;  It  la  mid 
we  onsbt  to  tak*  poaaaMton  of  tbe  lanltoi]'  m  aome 
otbar  power  eerlBlnl7  wUl,  Ml ;  wbat  power  ■•  tbaro 
wfalob  la  now  attempting  to  hold  tha  conntrr  BOTtb  ttf 
tbeOelamblat  MS;  wbo  bailbnotlea  tbe  expedition 
oao*  pti4«ilad  to  lb*  Tallaw  Btone  Hirer  T  Mt. 

n*  BBbatantlal  qacotlon  la,  wbatber  aaj  anob  ebanf* 
ba*  oeanired  Ib  tba  niatlona  of  thlioDaDbrWaBT otbar 


aof  Inpna- 


oa  of  tbe  world,  aa 
attttndariM;  Oalsmbli 
U«*M*  n>TlcatloB,Mt;  tbe  rlgbt  of  theUi 
la  tbeae  poaaoaalana  ti  parfHt,  Ml ;  beta  aBd  atinmentl 
Ib  Ikiof  of  tha  bin.  Ml :  la  tt  aipedlant  now  to  paaa  tba 
bUl?  Mt;  tba  ftaabodlnga wbleb  ware  oppoaed  Is  tba 
HqnUtlou  otLoalalaaa  bar*  been  bappUfaBawarad  by 
•ipailanM^  MB;  tbl«  aanmat  lb*  tenlbnT  tnua  41*  to 
M*W,  tSB;  abOBld  not  eoBTart  Into  a  terrltorr  a  eonn- 
trj  In  dlspBta,  Mff;  otjoot  la  to  nflOrd  pretaetloB  t*  oar 
dtlKiia  naldlnf  tbua,  Kt;  baHgr*  tbe  UM  war  tba 
Amerleana  naaitr  monapallitd  tbe  tnda  of  Ongon,  MI. 
Motion  to  oommlt  tbe  bill  to  the  Camaltto*  Ml  Ter- 
rltortea,  WItb  iutractlana,  MT ;  br  oonrantloB  tbe  oonn- 
b7  la  &••  *Bd  open  to  oar  dtliaBa,  aad  to  anljaal*  of 
QraatB(ltdn,Mtilt  dot*  aot  air  It  aball  ba  open  to 
Um  aetloB  af  botb  OonrBBiaBtB,  M> ;  mar  7"^  l*aTe 
kaUU 
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sertila  ootopaBlat  noMpoHe*,  M>;  tbe  prorUona  *f 
tba  bin  will  not  Molato  our  oonTanUoB  wltta  Qn»l 
Britain,  Mt;  tba  OHUilrr  abonld  bo  ooonplad  belbre  tt 
la  explored,  M> ;  tbe  amandmant  propoiea  to  anlborlM 
a  prirate  eompaor  to  pnrabaae  of  tbe  Indiana  tortj 
mllea  aqoar*,  on  vblob  to  areot  a  Ibrt,  WO ;  aare  tboa* 
Inbabltanta  of  tha  wHdanua  from  *BBlhllatl«i,  IM; 
Bi>MadiiMBtpK>po**d,MO;  tblrd  laeHoB  eiunlned.  Ml ; 
fhortb  eeellon  oiamlnad.  Ml ;  ol^eetloiia  to  Iba  bUI  ei- 
uolDcd,  Ml :  UBOBBi  of  tb*  tndo  In  flu*  and  pattir. 
Ml;  the  peraonawba  negotlatad  tbe  eoarantloB  irith 
Great  BillalB  wan  regardha*  <«  tba  b«at  lBl<T«ta  [tf  tba 
nation.  Ml ;  dntr  paid  fn  England  on  fonign  fbn  alona, 
Ml;  adnntageaotaaeiplontlon,Kn;  tb*  coait  la  aB 
Inprapar  looattoB  ftir  troop*,  If  th*  object  fa  th*  protM- 
tloB  of  tb*  tor  trade.  Ml;  Oaneral  Clarke'a  aeoonnt  of 
Oi^:on,MS;ltlatbongbtth*t  notbl^  towioUngbat 
a  Httle  aid  from  tb*  SoTanBHnt,tM ;  th*  whale  Bahlic 
la,  II  laina,  to  b*  made  trtbnUir  to  tb*  •onuMrdal  Id- 
portanoa  of  tbe  Intandad  tfrrltorr.  Ml ;  the  baaqm^ 
taHon  of  troopa  at  tbo  moBth  of  the  Cidnmbla  la  apokan 
of  M  If  II  wan  ai  lAIr  of  dallj  o«*nrT*na^  Ml;  th* 
pnTlslooa  of  thb  Mil  an  not  adapted  to  tbe  end  In 
Tiew,  M5;  a  word  on  *xt*BUBg  oifll  Jnrladlotlon  am 
tb*  eOBBtrr,  UK 

Qoaitlan  oa  Ih*  ■mandment  utbordlng  an  ciplon>> 
Hon  of  the  conntrr,  800 ;  aomethlog  abonld  be  done  at 
one*,  MO ;  a  mllitair  poit  beat  dealgnad  to  aecor*  tb* 
ottJeot  In  view,  SOO ;  eatabllibmaBt  of  AatorU,  SOI ;  aat 
of  nmDder  aad  aoknowlodgmaot,  801 ;  Ib*  eotnmoa- 
(da)  tnatr  bMw**n  tha  United  Btatea  and  Oraat  Britain, 
101 ;  wa  bar*  been  aclBallj  dlipcaaoaaed  of  the  conntrr 
va*t  of  the  Rookr  Konntalna,  Ml ;  nnfOrlnnato  If  an 
ImpreaaloB  abonld  go  fbrth  from  tbli  debate,  that  thU 
terrllorr  waa  of  Ultlo  eonaldantlon,  801 ;  tbe  barboi  tX 
the  month  of  the  Colombia  ddo  of  tba  moat  IraportaBl 


the  barboT,  SM  |  ■ceaaalblUtr,  801;  chanetor  of  tba  aoll 
of  that  region,  808 ;  deaeriptlona,  804 ;  Indian  mnrdai^ 
Ml;  tba  wee,  SM;  atatamaata  of  IndlTldnalB,  MB ;  w* 
an  lenantt  In  Mranon,  ao  hr  aa  preaeal  poaaeadon  la 
oenoenad,  804 ;  bow  a  mllltarr  piat  at  tba  monlb  of  tb* 
rlTar  will  protoet  tndan,  bnndtada  of  mlla*  in  tb*  In- 
Mrlor,  M& 

Amendment  mored,  811 ;  now  daddod  that  If  mj 
thing  la  done,  It  ahall  be  mon  tbaa  aendlng  a  partr  to 
aiplon  tbe  tanttorr,  Sll ;  aom*  dedalTO  aat  abould  b* 
don*  OB  onr  part,  ladteating  onr  determination  not  to 
anmnderona  ptrtjol*  of  our  Dbdni,8ll:  men  dealiabl* 
to  e*i  tb*  oanatrr  remain  a  bnuUag  than  aa  agitonl- 
tnral  raglon,  SIS ;  hlaloir  of  onr  weetara  aettlemeBt^ 
SIS;  objection  to  niUlarr  poil*  dBtt(*d from  lb*  third 
•ttlBl*  of  Iba  eoBTentlon,SlS;  tbe  amendnwBl  woald 


Nad,Sll.    , 


Cbnama  ^  M«  I7MM  Aolak— Am /<ul«as  Toll- 1.  ■■ 

Oaumtret  ^  Oa  VMl— Ib  tb*  BesaU,  Ih*  bUI  aOowlBC 
dallea  an  Ibrelcn  SMTtAaadla*  Imported  Into  LobIbtII)*! 
Plttdnni,  *&,  to  ba  aeooradind  p«ld  at  Ih***  pla**^  eon- 
tfdorad,  MS ;  the  poblle  la  aecand,  and  tba  oonrantaso*  *f 
Iba  manhant*  promoted  br  tbla  bill,  MO;  tbadtliaBaif 
PittibBigboaomalndmrant  oa  Iba  BBt||aet,m;  pfo- 
TUoaa  of  tbe  bUI.  MS;  ob|oct  M  gin  boQItlaa  W 
wMtarn  oommaroe,  M(;  hardablpa  nndar  lb*  pcaaant 
mode,  M«  1  UU  ndared  to  tbe  tblrd  reading;  MS. 

OMifwiaaHoii  ^  J-ruidtat  amd  Pic*  PrtMsml—B—  .fit- 
tfaa,  nla.  1, 1. 

armpmaattan  <^jamtW.--B*tStdta,-n>t.  B  a>d  1<^  fag 
Hf  MtiHbtn. 

Oatmai,  Lxmi,  «■  lb*  tariff  bm,  H  Hi  hjuwiHlli* 


;  Coey^lc 


k.S.T7. 
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baa  K«ir  Jbih;,  Bit ;  on  ardaBl 

tra    A«/it<f«,T0l*.4,IkT,  8,1. 
OxHueUtrnt.  Toto  Or  PMtdul  In  18M,  SK    AmJwIi^ 

«U.l.J,B.i6.<,T,B. 
Cqhu,  H.  W..  ScprcHBtetlf*  fron  Soith  CvoUu,  n& 
ai>i<««M[  AmMM.— &•  Indim.  toIl  1,  ^  tl,  T. 
CbnMiHmf  J^pMWt.— <Sm  /udM,  Talk  1, 1. 

Ommpv  f^itlHt.— &*  AidB^  ToL  4. 

<>f4iI{M.  Ztrowioct  ni.~5H  /Mba,  tdL  T. 
GHte  4<  jt>«  6y  iMlnKM-^M  infia^  ToL  T. 
CoDLTn,  Bieauo,  h  i&ln  wltk  BwU,  1»-U5;  oa  tk» 

HHaU  <>■  tba  PiHMufi  B«nfa 

«Un  rrom  Puiu/Imdi,  ftn ;  on  « 

ben,  CM;  oD  th*  pv  of.iumlMT),  TW.    Am  Hdm, 

CnHMne  a*  Xltelima  Foil.— In  tb>  &««,  •  nnlMIaB 

nl<UTato,mi;  mnntlnsoi;  nii 
CoTua,  nnsT  B^  BaprtMBteltT*  from  Kaw  Toik,  STl 
Cujo,  HiOTOB,  B«pnMititlT«  bvm  Haw  Tok,  Mt;  oi 

Uw  Bo&ki  ud  N*w  OiImm  BMd,  T«L 
Cum,  Koran  B,  BaprnidHUw  from  Tlifltili,  Kt, 
CuHK  JatEFM  HL,  BtpnuoUtlTa  b«n  Ohio,  Ml. 
CuwroiB,  Taoai*  H.,  BaptwaUUTB  ft«B  PtiiMjIiruili, 

iJt;  BB  Uw  JndkHuT,  BI;  od  Lha  BiOlo  ud  Mtw 

Orlunt  Bead,  Tit. 
O-Ht  /ndtoa  ytgiMiMatL.—8f  ImdM,  toL  S. 
CuaaonM,  Willus,  BapnMglUlT*  a«m  OUo,  BIT.    8t 

Imdta,  nL  >. 
<M>H>  ac^f  «U  Oitltaif  aatM—Su  UtOm,  ML  B, 

J><iul Za« li^ au  OmUtdSbiUt 
ClOdiaoii,  JAOi>a,  BipnHntatlr*  ftom  Ha*  Tork,  OTt. 
CKKmrr,  Datid,  «  luid  sliliiu  In  TassaHM^  US;  da^ 

l)^  na,  S16  i  KapTaHoUUn  tna  Taaaawn,  tit ;  on 

ithkM  bad!  IM  TaODMaaa,  BTt-SBI;  on  W«t  Point 

Acadamr,  UB;  do,  H>;  on  BaTolnUonuj  pairfou, 

SST;  OB  Ika  BaOda  and  Na«  Oriaftu  Bsad,  m    iSw 

fndim,nL*. 
CiawauraaiBLDk  D.  T.,  BapnaontBtlTa  ban  MiwarTin 

**!(*,  al4.    £m  failM^  ToL  I. 
CV^  tm4eraiiU/rem.Si*  Indt^  toL  1. 
aito.  if  tetpartBaaa  to  m  Uiitudaain-  Aa  ii«il«»^  tbL 

I,  POMBU  JOldOB, 

CDLnmB,  Job*,  on  lasd  sUni  la  TaBBMMt.  W>;  oa 
amaudlni  U»  Tola*,  ISO.    Bu  Indm,  Telik  t;  4,  ^  a, 

C<Hniirl<H%d  Rlvr.—Stt  IiUtm,  *oL  S.  ' 

Oumii/fand  Road^-la  tba  Basata,  ■  UU  tn  prorlda  ftn  (he 
aitaulon  oC,  wealerlj  from  ZaicarUla,  OUo,  ooBridant, 
S8S;  avi»7blUoI  UUklad  aheald  be  poa^xsad  nntll 
lha  great  quaaUaa  of  Eha  eipcndltara  ot  pablia  nonaj 
Til  aeMlad,  Ht;  a  prapaalUoB  n»  bafcn  Qeagnm 
wbkh  vonld  nttla  tUi  qooMwi,  US  j  bill  ordaiad  to  ba 
anfnasad,  Ift4 

Tbe  bill  and  ■mandmanl  ]n««uit  a  aat^ect  nt  dlaom- 
>loD  ot  the  doapaat  InCantt  to  tba  Anariean  people 
SBl  \  abort  hlilorleal  ikaleh  oT  Ub  Gumbatlaad  Xaad, 
SBl;  tba  eoneladoB  from  thia  blatorr  la,  tbit  tbla  nad 
VM  made  br  tba  Uolted  BUtaa  *a  ■  mat*  ^i^ijatnr,  to 
carrr  Into  affnetaBantnotwltb  tba  StaU  of  Oblotaad 
B0tuaKTaTal(B,U9;  tba  caM  of  PaBUrlTaala,  SSli 
vbat  doet  tbli  preeedant  aatabliib  T  m ;  tba  pnaent 
bill  prapoaoa  to  ehanca  tba  ebanctai  wblcl  tba  Callad 
BCataa  haro  hltberto  mUaJDad  ta  loluloa  to  tbla  nad, 
from  tbat  of  a  almple  pioprtator  to  a  aoTaralgn.  tBt ;  the 
road  VH  Diada  In  tba  maaBor  that  om  IndapaKdeBt 
•OTaRlpi  woald  eoBatnot  a  road  throDgb  tba  lanl- 
torlsa  of  aaothar,  BBS ;  vbat  doaa  the  paver  to  enot  UHir 
■alat  necaiaaillf  Implf  1 8E8 ;  Btala  oonrta  aot  bound  to 


balMl  aAao^  ^^Ht  tta  teva 
<rtkaUBlt*d&tMaa,Mi;aIl  tba  paal  oMatB^aif 
thia  UU,  or  of  fBtaia  bOla  iMA  It  ta  Intcadad  ta  p^ 
onatba  anted  tatoeuaatteabr^  redBal  Maitt 
IM;<aaaDrMa4Vb*b«<mBa  the  FadwalOiMtl 


■»  powat  to  aaeept  «Mii  aaatoaaiHB;  If  CaasraB  ha 
>a(  the  power  to  |8M  tUi  blU,  the  Btata*  eauot  «Mii 
»,  IBB ;  Ihl*  qaaalloD  ka  tfnady  b**B  aMtkd,  B  kr  ■ 
akfUaUn  preaedeBt  ih  aattlal^aW;  aaHrAaM 


Meadlj  to  the  richta  of  the  Stataa  and  piapla  AaH 
appeae  thli  bill,  »I;  the  eaaMUattiwU  qaHlfaa  ai 
InTolTad, « the  oOBateaetloB  of  lha  road  nito  «B  a  sa 
tnM  prior  to  the  oowtllntlaB,  m. 

A  Oa  fi«aa-^  reaohitka  to  laqatra  lata  aa  cap 
dleaar  of  r^artlBt  aMll  la  caaatnwt  the  hbo  la  Ii 

dlaaa,lB8iol4BaUoflha — —  — -    -irnliir 

onnd,aWi  nM)BtHa«aRl4d.M: 

The  bill  pnpoaae  to  OMl  tafl^la*  aa  the  CmshMta 
Bead,  MS;  a  maae  qnaadira  af  prcprcty,  and  rf  11 
illht  1b  Ooasnaa  to  pfMest,  br  Ita  lava,  that  pnpMq 
StO;  It  K  add  the  bUIvoiJI  tupeaa  gmt  harM4 


jBfladlalhB  vbtsb  lb  United  Stataa  han  a 

Rad,SUi  therhaT*  now  the  tlfle  to  mai 

land,  oTer  vhleh  th^  ban  no  aidaalTa 

Mi ;  aet  of  IMl,  Ml ;  amoBBt  of  the  two  p^  « 

Ml;  the  povei  ta  recolala  Utbwv*  la  eaitalalrBal 

amoBf  the  •Bunantad  pewaia  itf  the  Gaaaaal  0««a» 

Buat,  MB ;  If  we  han  not  lb*  povw  ta  ansaU  BB  aa< 

BttenpttodailT*lha  pcwar  ft 


va  are  aathoriaed  la  do  It  br  oaiBpeat,  M 
Biaailiiod,  Mi;  all  the  powaa  whlah  tl 
glTaa  to  Ooagreai  n' 
tw<^  vblob  an  to  CI 

SU -.  the  nil*  br  lAWi  la  dedda  IB  what  ea 
•teI«Btraf  theSIBlaakabaea  (Itaat*),  IM;  ril  fl 
powen  ol  the  8«TanuBut  mar  be  ei 


.Google 


naier  thli  bill,  STO ;  prlodpil  ■mn  Ijlng  mt  tha  not  oT 
Uis  aaliJoct,  SID;  la  thli  <}aTgnuaaDC  ■  ooBlttdanUaii  or 
iDdepsDilaDt  soTsnlEti  gaTenmuiU?  BIO;  blttoiy  of 
tha  ftiniuUoii  al  thit  Govsmmant,  SIO ;  the  rwiuUtiitlan 
ni  nUflad,  ud  mbiaiaaBtl;  eniotad  by  tbs  paopla 
of  ths  HTenl  SUtu,  ud  not  hy  ttu  Btats  Ooieni- 

ftun  tha  auta  Gortnuueota  t  8T1 ;  dou  UUa  OaTarii- 
mont  «xlit  only  in  thLa  tao  niLlei  aqn&Ta  i  S7i ;  do  Qie 
autai  enjor  ■  pMunoant  aod  aiilulTa  Juriadlntian 
OTU  tlw  uil  the;  aorai  t  sn ;  thii  li  ■  KOTernmeDt  of 
the  paopla,  ind  lU  po«en  an  alt  UTenlgi  and  pira- 
DuniDt,  tit ;  ■  umeeaafnl  oppstf Uun  ti>  tU>  bill  leqnlna 
that  the  flnoa  of  lagUattva  pieaadaiit  ihonld  be  da- 
*trD7<d,  STS ;  (iiui(oeuu7  to  tpaak  of  compact!  an  tha 
antjact  ofthli  road,  SiS;  Ittha  OBiiend  OoTammeDt 
cuflot  ervct  tollptag,  can  aha  aathoriia  tha  Breedon  ot 
them  bj  tha  fiUt«  I  SMj  fonr  eonbict  to  eosDaot  tha 
Vaterc  Korid  vlU  tha  AOuitlc  border,  814 ;  fboi-OlUu 
orthaU«hthaiu«iue  arutedwlthla  tha  11ml  U  of  tha 
Btatai,  ni ;  ImporUnca  ol  tha  deeldoa  aa  to  Iti  effect 
OD  atbar  wntamplated  ImjirOTemaDtg,  STti 

JAq  eCTDplea  of  the  axtatenfla  of  lueh  a  power  In  the 
eouUtBtlon,  STI ;  it  la  ooBtaDdad  that  thli  power,  eallsd 
the  maane  power,  doea  not  ln*idTa  the  pmervin^ 
povar,  tm;  Che  efflcleBcr  of  the  oaa  vonld  be.  In  a 
grsat  maaaara,  deatia^ed  wlthant  the  other,  tUj  If  ra- 
peatod  dacUou,  and  tha  anlform  pnetloe  of  the  Oot- 
eroment  mnld  aettle  aa;  thing,  thla  qneatloa  gngbt  to 
ba  regarded  aaaettled,  SIT;  thJa  Kud  la  nowlaaiUla 
of  ri^ddsofiSiai  th<  power  of  creation  carrlaa  with 
ttiuao  inaaparabla  IncldeDt,  th«powat  ofpreaerratlan, 
eiS;  it  la  aald  the  pt^tldaoi  of  thla  conntry  an  hen- 
anor  to  be  divided  Into  two  great  putiea,  8TS;  without 
Internal  Improvementa,  what  la  the  Weat  ever  to  expect 
from  tha  GoTemment  T  SIS ;  dooi  the  hill  proilda  Ibr 
■Dch  lapalra  and  preMrratloD  of  Ihs  toad  aa  la  neoea- 
aaiyrSID;  Congreaa  la  leated  wilb  plenarr powera  b; 
the  conatlCqtlDD  to  Donatroct  nada  and  canala  of  a  na- 
tional character,  SIS;  ao  (at  la  principle  ia  I nrolned,  the 
wneDdmeiit  praaenta  quite  aa  atrong  a  qaaatlon  of  oon- 
atltatlonal  power  u  tbe  oilglnat  bill,  RT8;  ■  oDieory 
view  at  the  fonnatloB  of  the  GoTernment,  asd  Ita  pow- 
•n  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  oonatltntlon,  tSO ;  ob- 
JeetlDiu  to  the  ArUclea  of  CoBftdantiaii,  8S0 ;  the  worda 
<a  ths  eonsHtnUon,  880 ;  If  the  amesdmeut  pWTalla,  [t 
cannot  Ul  to  be  conalderedia  tbe  alwidonment  by  the 
Federal  Government  of  the  whole  eraCam  of  Intonal 
ImproTemente,  881 ;  whj  ahauld  na  oonilda  to  oarttlD 
eiitea  a  duty  we  can  ■■  cOBTeDlcntlr  attand  to  aa  thej  T 
tSl ;  dlfflenlt  to  define  tha  poweii  of  the  Oenenl  Got - 
arpment  OB  all  oeeaaiaiu,  toaroid  appanot  conilletlons, 
891:  tha  Datura  ofonigoTammeiiU,S91;  are  the  Btataa 
than  aorerelgntttt;  what  do  gentlemen  maan  bj- n^- 
log  JnrladletlaB  alwa ja attaahea  to  aoUrSSSj  no  StaU 
can,  wllhont  the  oonseot  of  Coogreia,  entor  Into  an; 
compact  ot  fgntaeat  with  another  Stattv  83»;  ttewa  of 
tha  nitjeet  ha*a  boeo  preaentad,  ealouUtod  to  engender 
Mriooa  dODbta,  S8S;  If  the  OoTemmeDt  hat  the  power, 
•  atroDg  neceaalty  for  ita  eisrdM  eiiate,  SSK ;  eoBdltlona 
la  ae  compact  made  relative  to  tha  Northwea^ 
fl«hla  and  dntjea  ot  the  ragpoctlye  parUu  to  thla 
pact,  SSS ;  the  Ikot  of  the  eipendltana  cannot  affect  the 
power  of  the  argument,  881 ;  how  Congreaa  may  darJTe 
tbe  power  of  making  an  approprUUoo  for  that  part  of 
tbo  mad  thiODgh  UaiyUnd,  Paiint7lT*«la,  and  Tii- 
glala,S3T. 

Two  grotiada  If  otOeotlon  to  the  enerdsa  of  thb  pow- 
er, tSS;  hare  Concreaethe  right  to  eroetteUiatear  888; 
prindple  upon  whloh  Ui<  Btata  conaEllatlona  we  predl- 
c*l«d,t38;  lh«ODl/UiHl«(nMdtbUaU«detatM  aa 
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make  la  poatroada,  BSt;    you  moat  employ  the  earn* 

llah  them,  aod  do  other,  8S8;  do  lyilem  of  polioy  ol 
fteti  and  geaenl  lotoreit  con  be  either  lattoduced  bet* 
or  BDeeeaatnlly  opp»ed,  nntll  publle  (enUinant  ahiU 
bare  been  in  tome  degree  prepared  fbr  ita  adoption  or 
abandoDmcnt,  8S9 ;  anomaly  in  the  pretondonf  of  the 
leading  advocatea  of  thla  ojitem  of  Intoraal  improTO- 
menta,  890 ;  graondi  npon  which  It  le  attempted  to  aoa- 
taln  Ihe  anthority  of  CoDgtua  to  ooaet  the  main  pro- 
vtaloD)  of  the  bill,  8»1 ;  it  you  fcrant  the  power  to  mak* 
the  rood,  there  la  no  eomtltntlona]  Impadiiaent  to  tha 
ereetlDB  of  toUgalei,  801 ;  the  power  In  Congreaa  to  con- 
■truct  roada  and  eonala  baa  noYOi  b*«B  auistlODed  bf 
long  and  general  acqnleacenoe,  8M ;  power  ot  tha  Fed- 
CT*1  Oovvniment  to  apply  to  pobllo  uae  ao  much  of  tha 
property  of  the  dtlzeia  aa  may  be  required  lu  tbe  exe- 
cution of  tbia  lyeteD  of  Internal  IniproTement,  SH ;  tt 
la  aald  that  Congroaa,  being  InvBatod  with  the  war-mak- 
ing power,  and  charged  with  the  oommoo  defenea,  yon 
wonld  itilp  the  eountry  of  one  of  the  moat  effldeat 
la  of  delhnee  if  you  deny  thla  power  to 


what  di 


Untie  to  tha  lEgalialppl  waaoonildered  or  great  naCtonal 
Importuee.  US;  poUUizl  opinions  of  Hr.  JelfenoD, 
SMi  to  go  u  br  aa  ha  did  to  appropriato  monej  to  make 
the  road,  waa  a  fundamental  euor.SM;  It  hai  given  rlM 
to  a  new  theorr,  8H ;  foither  debate,  SW ;  hill  ordered 
to  thlid  reading,  891 ;  In  tha  Senate,  toltgatea  Btmek  oat, 
440;  nonaaeonear.tfL  £aa /miais,  vole.  8s  4,  (I,  B,  and 
Ikdtai,  vola.  T,  B,  Appnpriatbnu. 


DunvL,  QmT,  on  the  Cumberland  Boad,  S3S ;  Beprcaeot- 
(tlTe  from  Kentnekjr,  BTS;  on  a  Weatein  armory,  SSft 
8u  ladM.  ToL  *. 

DamroR,  Tuoiiia.  BepreaantadTe  Ihim  Virginia.  0T8. 
Se*  India,  toU.  8,  ». 

Divia,  Jonv,  Bepreaentatlva  from  Maaaachuaetta,  CiTl.  A* 
Indm,  Tola.  8, 9. 

DiTia,  Wauiut  S.,  KepreaentatlTe  from  South  Carolina, 
SIl    &aAil«,yaL«. 

Dtqf  aiut  J>anil/  HuUtaUeiu,  BmaOom  fo.— In  the  Sen- 
ate, tha  bill  reladve  to,  eonildered.  Ell ;  motion  to  In- 
elude  all  tbe  Statea  where  theae  lutltDUana  eilit,  tni  ■ 
from  what  part  of  the  oomtltDtlou  I>  the  authority  de- 
rived which  the  bUlpropaaeatoeiorelaeT  019;  neeeaawT 
to  give  nav  Btatea  public  lande  for  Ihe  maintenance  of 
pobllo  inatltntlona,  MS;  many  procedenta fOr bill,  WJi 
the  eonatituUoD  always  voted  down  on  thla  floor,  HIS; 
bill  laid  on  the  table,  SIS.    Bti  Indvc,  vola,  d,  8.  V. 

Dtbotf,  RtgttUr  nf.—SH  Indn,  voL  ». 

DtbaUi,  R^utfttng  qf.~SM  Indtm,  toL  1. 

Dannani,  Kdhctkd.  Kepreaentativa  from  North  Caidlna, 

Duami,  Ma^  the  eaaa  of  au  Indar,  toL  9. 

D^^ntUt  Iftaturf  offolMt  CIreal  SrUatii  vndtr  Ja/m 

.JAinu.— Jta  Zndta,  rot.  8. 
ZWouore,  veto  for  Frealdeot  In  1888,  SU,    Aa  7ail«e,  nit. 

1,8,8.4,11, 8,7.8, 
JMaaart  -BraolMratir,— la  the  Houaa,  a  Senate  bm  bt  the 

ereellon  ot  eallad  up,  1ST. 
DOaaan  and  Clutapiait  C<Hua,—St  Indtu^  voL  8. 
DOtgaUiflmit  rtrraeriit.—3et  Ind«B,  vol  L 
DuHT,  Pixnopi,  eaae  ot  (w /tutse,  ToL  B. 
DiurUn,  AHHity  to.—Stt  Index,  vol  H 
J>iaiu,  EOHR,  fieproaeutatlTe  from  TauDeaiafc  Sit.    Sm 

IndM,  ToL  9. 
Dnwrrr,  Coanua  O.,  BepreaantatlTe  ftian  K'aw  York,  sn. 
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INDEX. 


in  Um  dnwbMk  an  mcu.  ni;  on 

• 1  -J« ;  on  Ui»  dlitribBtlon  oT  Uw  irn- 

>IM,11T->U;  BcnMorfromNav  J*na7,4M;  on  101111- 
tirr|>w»eit*liU>hi»iit,41«;  Mpv  of  poi»Mi  In  the 
HiTj,  ei4,  UT ;  SB  k  BDrcMB-Qwwnl  In  Uie  N1.7  tB»; 
OB  thg  PitontOOoiMl,  »i8,SM.    Sm  Jitd«B,-roli.B, 

DiUKOaoK,  Jon  D,  EapnuntitlTe  bmn  Not  Tort,  an. 

,i1>il]nUlnto,___ 

-,  —  , .»~™— u  ..^iiMi  luTC  notequlled 

.JUiikiid  forln  tta*  lut  faor  jem, «« ;  „nro( 
n  whliJi  Dm  ontflCt  of  U»  now  ULainui  doring  thu 
Kuomer  wo«  Uksn,  MS ;  ■  roUUn  oompulion  at 
•ipondltBiMlBlhli    -  -     -  -- 


■hsaUpBniwa 


wurtCh  fi 


mOl  «M ; „ 

qalndUili;ur,«.,  ,„, .—«.,««„,„  mr 

Honu  'wonld  U  Jutlflnl  In  withholding  m  ippnpri 
Mloa  to  th>  ontAt  of  n  »lnlat«r  JoM  ippobitod,  SK; 
Umm  outllti  h>Te  bun  pdd  irlUunit  ur  ipodflo  »ppro- 
pri*tloo,«l;ftirth«rd«l)ii»«,«l;  bill  onlorrt  to  ix  en- 

-D*f*™a«»  AtMroDvM.— &«  7biI«,  toL  S. 

.«**■•«»*    ««(  ^<M<nHlHlt(r  tato^-lB  tl.  HOBK    dfr 

tat«  OB,  Ti;  pnetioa  pnrloni  to  J^ffoiwa'.  Una,  TS ; 
hlaiwHNiunuidUlon^TSjiineUeeadapled,  78;  eipon- 
illoM.,  IJ ;  meU,  tS ;  tDnent  upudlturH,  T*. 

^WmmUAmbi^  OmuA—SitJnatB,  roll.  S,  > 
BMrOnMim  ^  U<  JI«wMM.-rn  the  B«uto,  >  bill  reUUre 


riFiihv: 


— i  vk'HHuvtvu,  as*,  npuuijiFlIh  vhlGh  t 

UbMomlngsiUngnWiod,BT;nodonbt „. 

taUoBiUtj  of  tbs  mtuora  pp<q«„d  In  thi.  bill,  Mr- 
bettw  to  l«Te  thLuniplo.  In  the  pocketi  of  the  dtUeni 
Ibin  to  divide  It  uumg  the  Btnta,  2tS ;  CoBgreoshu 
no  right  to  nUe  n  rerenne  for  the  purpc  of  dJ^ 
Wbntlng  It.  K8 ;  .  nJmindenrtMding  of  the  trne  ohir- 
•ettr  rf  thle  propoBmon,  tls ;  wh*t  la  fmrnd  In  the  bill, 
«8l  It  eerme  to  be  thought  adTutigeem  to  tiIm  k 
rcTenoe  for  the  pnrpoM  of  dletriboUon,  ns;  wh.1  wiU 
be  "'eeftcl«fthoblll.M»:oyeotofthe»opad«o- 
^n  to  poelpone  iBdellnitely  the  pijineEt  o(  the  debt, 
M» ;  the  qBMiion  whether  our  nUtonel  debt  eyer  ought 
tobepiad,K9i  TLew.  In  Bngknd  on  thli  point,  u  . 
^"  ^l'  ^'  '"''"'"'  "  '"^"  °^*  "">  '^^■ 
DittfUA  ef  ailvw:bia.~Sa  Ijidaa,  Toli  ^  a,  g  t 

DoDDMM.,  Pbi<.„,  K.prMBn(.u,e  (torn  Vliglnta,  BI4 

IXmutUc  Manit/Helura.—Sit  Jndtia,  voL  B. 

l>o«ra*JB.  A.  J^  pri7.te  Seenliuy  to  Prwldent  JKkwn, 

Doiwi,  Cmmra,  EtpreiantiUye  Erom  JUryUna,  BT4 

«^™°'''='*'*^°''***'  ""  """'"P-'f-'™  Bo^e't 
WT,  «0.    *e /juiwuole.  8,  ». 
-»™»la^^*  Oft  Ji4rt,«j  :SB„flf.--^  Z»BH«  on  /nport^ 

J>rav)baett.--SH  Indue, 
DmirrOK,  'Wilihic,  on  miiiui, 

CMC  of  WlUUn.  Morgin,  IM;  on~t'ie~id^lon  rfr^ll! 

r«d  m«hLnerj.  (t«,  of  dnty,  188;  oa  the  dn.bKik  on 

^=r^^     B^   ™  t  r"''"''™  -""..Oregon 
iU.8r,a^M0,  BopteMBtallT,  (hom  South  CuoUn., 

■  *"*■  "*  *"*  ot — la  tbo  HoDM,  the  sue  of 

rel.tl«  to  bringing  baok  ^7ee  ftom  Cube,  oonridewi 


.  1  Md  10,  J>u«M  m  /n^parte. 


lM;fcti.rfth.aM,l«;Hglrt,rfm7,IOa*t, 
DMted  Btate,  u,  t™«i  .nfl  fi,  J „^l 
bring  tteinbKk,]«:«,rf„i_j,,,^„,„ 
Inv  pnUUtlng  the  ieeiul^  of  dam  n  t>  li'gt 
Xmed  In  the  moM  atHct  ud  ilgM  nuw  le- M. 
reoub,  1«L  ■     ,  — 

Ddbi",  Chuu,o  B,  S*n«tor  ftinn  Kew  Toit  «i 
Dtoi*!,  KnwisD  R,  Eeprtemtm..  ftm  Sail  a^ 

I>iiMin9.—Stt  htdKf,  tO.  ». 
Dmcia,  Joe.™,  PeUUTe  to  mrmitri  T(ilMl«is,n;U. 
reemtallTo  ftom  imnoU  517 ;  on  dLndhnlB  tf  h 
pabUeluidi,SS&  *eAd^TOL>. 
DfMm  onAiporti— Inth»H«iie,theMl«iilfcrt>t 
where  «•  we  to  rtop  m  thli  pron,  »f  pnjBdnpt 
toetlonlH;  the  tuitl  ef  lB»t  If  ifetUr  ow* 
would  give  in  the  protwaon  wMA  thi  i«|ili  <f  M 
eonnCr;  onghE  at  thla  time  to  eiptct, «;  M  Uri 
«r»dll  ehonld  not  bo  glren  to  ell  the  lUtagahkjit 
ttoiia lad nuooiiili, U ;  netimioinniMlanlkt^ 
of  Imrewlng  the  dntjoa  eettalg  iril<;la,t>il  liu 
clunornlud  bjlhowoal  munlWiiRi^  H ;  b^  ■ 
■hsndutlr  proleeted,  U ;  the  muibMorn  rfrw!* 
■Mm  to  hire  aoped  the  nstlot  of  Uw  raaHUi^ 
look  It  the  neaadtr  Ibr  tocreulDg  Uii  Au^  «  «s< 
M ;  iTBtom  of  IHod  pnellMd  to  ito«  nflUijAir.K 
Pnblie  iDtorut  OineUA  tot  jBiaf  jant,%A% 
NtnbllsfanieDt  ud  progrui  of  domntle  nuiil^n, 
BT;  nonesd  of  proteetloB  totha  □ogiAtliRslfB' 
UiMi,  BT;  InoenH  of  th>  hndnw,  SI;  Unor^b 
l«gt>l«tlDO  on  thle  inbject,  BT;  Importi  gf  molnk!!; 
the  poorei  put  of  the  popnIeUon  pay  (hi  pMB  p 
tJonofthliUi,  BS;  thehmbCT  bnsinentj-lliIiTf 
•IBonof  donble  dolle*,  wonTd  be  unMiiil  S:  ill 
flaberles  wonld  wither  it  the  Iw  oTuj-  [ipoE 
brench  of  our  treao  with  the  VtX  indlsvBllfcSW 
eel  of  aiiallJug  moUaees  ironIJoeoeB«rnj-t«riin*!! 
donbllng  the  dnUe^  W;  qo»niitj-B,nnil]j  «W* 
importanae  of  Iha  tobacco  in tomt.  93;  tb<  rnmOis 
of  the  eonatltntlon,  B» ;  are  thwe  oAHMoniHiliBiw- 
eMJtoenpportthegoviniinentindifetuidlbewKT' 
«D;  Iftherebea  ehoeen  raae  of  iiLcii.lt  h  Uk^-kI 
planters,  *a,  M ;  the  inoowit  ugni»tiiri«  sflM 
on  Imported  irUdea  tolhraIc>sini(Kliim,Ii>'i^ 
oni  prooedoro,BO;  hlstoty  of  the  tariff  of  lUnmWr 
...  ,. -ptboihepoUcjof  thUOtir[nimiil»«= 
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nateriil  of  ftrtljii  nnMriai  ■*• 
we  ean  proanco  the  nme,  «!;  HepKipBBl«r« 
wool,  «;  the  United  Butoe  now  prodaa  ■  idetf 
qoanUty  of  coatae  wool  HiieTflrrdcmaBasr&l"'' 
mann5ictnrere,K;  ealenlaUon  of  the  irool|ionli^ 
United Btatca.«8;  cotianmptionDf  <n»nu|DiAlI<' 
conntrr,  H ;  Importation  of  ftiefgn  wool. «;  lU  !■" 
with  the  home  article.  N;  when  b  the  i7\iim*^ 
waiit  of  foreign  ooaise  wool!  »;  manjirflbni  W 
UtloniaromadelneVMl(Mioftheapfrilci((iWi"8»« 
U ;  It  la  illi^god  that  mint  ofthe  wool  I)  iT  ■  Sk4^ 
Ity  than  the  nallTe  wool  «f  the  Hiiu.t.7.  (5;  if*"** 
■aid  that  the  demand  Ibr  these  coane  winta  niM  >■ 
(applied  b7  the  natlTo  wools  of  the  o«nDT.t<;'>* 
remedj-  la  propoaed  agnlnit  the  InportaUoj  rf  *■ 
eoarae  woolar  «;  theinbJectorwEulItaeloai,*!:^ 
eoitof  the  raw  wool  Inthli  eocntrr  I>  itMil  «■  1^ 
the  cost  ofthe  doth  it  Bi«k(a,Sr|  lie  ml  of  Ite  »• 
to  thle  coanlrrls  greater  than  the  ooilef  the  aw'°<' 
In  England,  br  flnm  BO  to  eo  per  cent  ipoa  tbf  EqU 
oo«t.flT;  what  are  the  present  and  tb.' pK1««J  Ji* 
on  th«e  gnoda  r  BT;  aro  the  dntlti  pn^wAd  nJI^ 
to  glTS  to  (he  mannbctorar  of  woolfea  dotbf  O*!"" 
toetlon  whiohheaetiullrreqnboiailb*"*''' 
le(«d  to  b«  comolCtod,  m 
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UtUtD  to  itrllu  oDt  tha  mlulmiuu,  Tl;  thlg  ijatem 
1«  an  auUr*  deputsn  mm  tbs  MtUod  poUey  or  tha  Oot- 
«r9iii«t,TS;  wliMHDnld  bo  tb*  effect  or  tliamliilmnDiB 
nomuDaa^lcd  bj  tba  Hinlsbiug  CoiT«ntloD  r  15 ;  no 
oomlriiution  of  wool  growAEi  and  vool  maJmlkotaniTa 
■hODld  evtr  attempt  lo  distati  a  tuilt  U>  tha  paopla  of 
thU  coDDtcj,  TGj  tb*  L^lilaton  of  Feoiuylmila  bu 
not  anetlonsd  tbe  propodUoii  of  tbe  Hurlibnrg  Coa- 
Taatlon,  TS;  th«  unetidmsst  will  be  u  ab»lDl<  acd 
Immediate  pnblbltloo  of  neacl;  all  tbe  foreign  woallWK 
worn  bj  tbe  poonr  duaea  of  Ua  people,  78 ;  the  mlnl- 
tanriia  «1U  be  pi^jnlnme  for  tbe  perpetiatloa  of  fhtud 
*nd  peijnif,  TS ;  It  la  old  tbejr  are  aanetloned  b;  the 
eiaaipla  of  the  ootton  mlnlmnma,  1ft;  tbe  pToposad 
meadUB  of  tbe  Harrlibarg  CoDieBtiDn  voold  give 
birth  to  a  tyattun  ofamoggUng.  TT ;  If  ^ oa  wlib  to  adopt 
•  piohlbllny  afatem,  fan  hare  aot  wlected  a  proper 

The  odI;  Amiga  trade  of  North  Caroling,  Bt ;  IT  tUa 
vest  for  onr  prodoete  la  clOKd,  great  dlitreu  mait  en- 
RDO,  84 ;  eiteat  of  the  aalea  of  tunber  at  the  Fnneh 
laUndi.  34 ;  resilU  of  a  rojage,  M ;  UMte  al  ecmmBrce 
ftt  the  porta  on  Oeraoock  Inlet,  SG ;  extract  tnm  a  me- 
DWrialiW;  amoaotof  export*  to  the  Weit  IiiiUea,B5; 
whyahaU  tbla  trade  beio  grlevonalX  oppreaaedT  8d;  It 
la  laid  tba  blli  la  a  aHnpromlag  betVeen  tvo  great  con- 
tending ptttlM,  the  mannlMtiiTan  and  Iha  growera  oT 
■wool  aid  grain  In  tbe  Nortbem  and  Ulddla  Slalaa,  M ; 
la  llia  limber  and  agileultonl  Intenat  to  be  unlflud, 
to  by  th«  experiment  of  making  tbe  American  people 
oonanme  wblakey  1  SI ;  blatoir  of  tbe  Hadaln  tiade,  ET ; 
opciaUoa  ot  tbe  tdll  on  North  Carolina.  B8 ;  ofmore  Im- 
portance to  the  grain  groTcr  <;f  Korth  Carolina  tbat  tha 
IMm  relatlTe  to  molaaeea  ebonld  bo  retained  la  ths  bill 
tban  tar  other,  ESj  amendment  rr^ected,  H;  Tarloua 
amendmenta  mored,  ML 

Uoiad  to  atrlka  out  "ten"  asdlnaert  "(eren  and  a 
hatr'  aa  the  duty  on  molaiaei,»0;operatlonoftba  pres- 
ent law,  W;  Inereaae  of  daty  on  foreign  splrila,  Bl ; 
bounty  to  tbe  mannfacturer  of  mm  ftom  molaaaea,  Gl ; 
boa  wUl  thia  dnty  reach  the  vutem  ^rmera  but 
through  tba  veatani  dlidUon  1 81 ;  keeping  tba  duty  In 
Ok  btU  irlll  get  TOlaa  icalnat  Ita  pawaga,  til ;  further 
remarks  on  tha  doty  en  molaaaaa,  SI,  tt;  amendment 
cBrriBd,S8;  bill  oidendtebeengroaisd,  »;  the  bill,  flS. 

(JneMlan  on  tbe  paaiaga  of  the  bill,  M;  motion  Indefi- 
nitely to  poatpoue,  OS ;  tha  bill  la  oppoesd  at  tbe  out- 
set by  the  mannfhetorera  and  wool  growen,  fifi ;  all 
amendmenta  are  predaded,  H ;  the  Immaturity  of  tba 
blll,H;  taeUeu  praolpiUUon  irith  vblohths  anb|ect 
bai  boan  prcaaed  to  a  conclnalon,  BT;  the  mlDlmnm 
principle,  >T;  ataalntely  Impoeaibl*  that  any  of  the 
manD&etorea  embraoad  In  thlabtU  can  be  made  aa  cheap 
In  Ihla  eonntry  aa  In  thoae  from  whiah  we  Import  them, 
>9  ;  vhat  la  tho  comparatlTS  price  of  labor  In  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  StataaT  tSj  atatanunt  of  wages 
In  Great  Britain,  tS;  an  American  laborer  reeelres 
nearly  aa  mnoh  In  ■  day  aa  tba  Engllsb  laborer  In 
week.  Withe  aame  couM  of  reaaoning  applicable  i 
capital,  W;  tbe  coat  of  the  raw  material  fiir  imolle 
manubctoree,  »;  the  Idea  that  domeatlc  oompatltlc 
will  reduce  the  prloe  till  It  beoomaa  as  low  aa  tbe  fbrelgn 
prodDctlcn,  la  founded  en  an  otter  mlioonceptlon,  100; 
addresa  of  the  Halrlibiug  ConTantton,  100 ;  Ita  literary 
eharaeter,  IDO;  Itla  conceded  thatftse  trade  would  be 
meet  cendndTe  to  a  natJon'a  proeperlty,  If  all  n 
would  puraue  the  policy  of  toleraUag  It,  101 ;  fearful 
roponaibUlty  for  the  paaaage  of  tUi  bill,  iol ;  tb> 
dene  of  tbla  ayatem  bara  now  reached  a  point  boyond 
which  TDD  cannot  carry  tbem  with  impunity.  101 ;  d' 
InMing  to  wltneat  tba  kind  of  ailatoeiaClo  InAoaaea 
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which  meaanrea  of  tbla  aort  are  obvloualy  oontroUed. 
IM;  we  hear  gravo  talk  abonC  Iiramating  tbe  IntereaC 
of  a  "whole  Btate,**  when  In  the  Tery  aet  of  Impoeing  a 
tax  upon  the  great  body  of  tbe  people  ef  that  Ttrj  Btate, 
lU;  tba  Injuatlae,  Impolicy  and  antl-republloan  tend- 
ency of  thla  aygtem,  100 ;  It  la  alleged  that  the  brmen 
are  inlenated  In  the  eatabllihment  of  mannlhcturea  aa  a 
meani  of  obtaining  a  market  for  tbelr  wool,  103 ;  to  at- 
tempt any  Interferenee  with  distribution  of  domc^tle 
capital  aod  domaatlc  labor  by  taxing  one  portion  fbr  tbe 
benefit  of  another  nnder  pretence  of  regulatlug  cont- 
maroa  la  a  grsaa  and  fraudulent  abuse  of  a  eonitltaUoul 
power,  104;  neither  tble  goTemment  nor  any  (tee  goT- 
emment  eau  eilat  a  quarter  of  a  centory  under  aneh  a 
ayatem  oTleglaUtlan,  104;  what  la  tba  nature  and  tend- 
ency of  the  ayatem  wo  are  dlKoailng  T  lOd ;  InbtuatlDn 
which  a  combination  of  eapIUllata  and  poUUciana  hare 
been  able  to  dlAie  OTer  half  the  count^,  109 ;  ihbTer- 
aire  ef  the  oonatltatlon.  100 ;  o^iierTatlan  ef  Chief  Jn*- 
llee  Uarahall,  loa ;  It  waa  not  tbe  three  penny  tax  on 
tea  which  lad  the  oolonlata  to  realaCance  and  Independ- 
enee,  but  the  prlndpls  aaeartBd.  lot ;  the  aupremaey  nf 
CoPgroiB.  lOT ;  go  back  to  fundamental  pTinclpleo,  and 
not  abide  tbo  dedilona  of  leglalatlTe  cnactnHuU  merely, 
101 ;  source  of  the  power  to  protect  domeaUe  manoOio- 
torea,  lOT;  apeecbof  Ur.  Kandolph,  108;  extract  from 
the  Bpeech  of  P.  P.  Barbour  In  1814, 106 ;  a  iHde  dl9H- 

tbe  ooaaeqnentlal  operation  of  a  power,  IDS ;  If  tbe  en- 
eouragement  of  domestic  Industry  b  deemed  of  such 
eonseqnence,  let  It  be  done  by  the  Btatet,  eenalstently 
wltbtbeproTlalonaoftheoonatltutlon,110;  IfCongreat 
can  conatttaHanally  paas  thIa  bill.  It  can  asniine  com- 
plete legtalatlon  orer  the  enl^ect.  Incorporate  the  com- 
panlM,  and  do  any  tblng  else  calculated  to  promote  their 
IntenatcUO;  If  any  bill  la  to  paBa,  tbla  one  abeald,  be- 

110;  my  object  to  enter  a  Ann  and  uniuteilng  protest 
against  tbla  whole  ayatem  of  rcetrlctlTe  or  prohibitory 
Impoela,  111 ;  to  thli  ayatem,  called  Amerioan,  Ibere 
aaema  neither  limit  nor  aoapanalali.  111 ;  atato  of  feeling 
among  tbe  peeide,  lU ;  yen  are  eoercliig  ua  In  fiauth 
Carolina  to  Inquire  whether  we  can  ailbrd  tobdongloa 
confMemcy  In  which  eoob  aeyere  reatricttons  la  Ita 
eatabllabed  policy,  113;  exdlcment  under  which  some 
are  acting,  113;  It  la  aald  that  we  are  not  prohibited 
from  manufhctuTlng.  114;  do  not  the  numeroua  meme- 
rlala  upon  our  lablaa  apeak  a  langnige  that  should  be 
listened  to  by  this  House  T  llS;  the  goTerumeut  waa 
fbrmed  on  the  principle  that  the  people  should  be  able 
to  control  their  rulers,  lib;  wc  too,  like  England,  moat 
bare  onr  schemes,  113 ;  the  flame  of  tbis  manufacturing 
mania  has  b«n  Ginned  In  acme  States  tor  political  pur- 
poses, 113 ;  compare  tbe  situation  of  Ibe  Hortb  at  tbls 
time  with  the  South,  113 ;  awing  to  the  ayatem  of  legta- 
latlon purauad  by  Congreaa,  we  are  to  attllbnte.  In  a 
areat  meaaOM,  the  unprecedented  depredation  o(  onr 
property.  111 ;  bill  pawd,  113 ;  debate  on  tbs  UUe,  113 ; 
•urfa,llS. 

.Z>nttob(iat.— In  tbe  Senate,  a  hill  lo  extend  tbe  time 
within  which  merchandise  may  be  exported  with  the 
beneflt  of  drawback,  COBiMeMd,  SOB;  conrae  pursued  In 
Great  Britain  on  this  subject, IW;  time  extended  le 


torelgn  mannlhclnrer  In  foreign  marketa,  110 ;  tbls  s] 
tem  ibonld  be  dlmlnlsbed  oi  repealed  altogether,  11 
no  reason  why  Kbw  Orleana  sugar  might  not  be  ma 
asdryanduaie>rreflnlnguUwB*Taiia,«0;iA 
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neat  to  Vu  nSaan  In  thli  enuitT;, 
.0 ;  the  qeBoUon  is  whatbar  m  *i*«ii 
u  dnwlack  to  tti«  irhol*  umimBl  of  tba  daUn 
orBi>^Sll;in<tlniIpiriici]raf  tlia  dn«bMki7>t«B,Ell; 
tka  raOalBiof  tUi  artlela  will  mid  tba  muB&etnnr,  til ; 
(tUaofUddplHIHilU;  tba  prineliil*  of  lUowlDg  ■ 
dnirbad  wu  apliln  and  aaaanUil  osa  to  tba  bitI^od 
nd  KHnnwcoa  at  tba  conutrr,  Sll ;  In  Brt  jMn  tba 
ptvdaotloa  wlU  aqnal  tba  < 
mast  pn^Haed  ud  loat,  111 ; 

bow  maidi  tba  nflaat  paid  for  bu  infar,  su ;  Bra  eauta 
too  gnat  ta  ba  alloved.llli  tba  goranimaat  will  be 
tha  loaii,  US;  a  baaBtyabonld  not  ba  paid  to  aubla  Ibe 
munaJ^otanr  to  aand  tha  prooaoda  of  hla  Indutrj' 
>btMd,IU:  vbatlatba  object  of  reflnlDg  ?  lit;  min- 
bar  of  maBnAstiiTaii  Id  tba  cMOtrj,  iH ;  tba  ot^eet  of 
tba  bLU  li  TtaUj  to  glTa  odo  cabt  Dora  on  radbad  >DK>r 
than  fbrniar];,  111;  iiBaiidmBiit  ooarad  tbat  tha  dnw- 
baak  ibonld  eaaaa  aa  aooD  aa  tha  aiporta  aqua]  tha  Im- 


Ha  iifUimJbr.—jB  tha  Honaa,  tha 
[a  of  tba  bill,  MO;  It  propaea  to 
abeUtb  tbep«r«aDtebatsadoadabaBtsna,MO;  It  will 
takeoff  lUIVXUfnni  tba  nraniie.SN;  ol^tof  tbla 
|>aTMaLcbw(*tMO;ttali  otjlact  now  pimlded  r>r,  W; 
objaBtlatapbuatbe  fofalpi  toada  on  tha  wlaa  ud  llb- 
•nllbotlBC  of  otbar  BitlDiia,Mt  1  ambaoiia  Impnalou, 
Ml;  tdll  paw4  Ml- 

ilmataab  ««  rtiKtad  nvon— Tba  bill  loemsiDC  tba 
drawback  m  reSned  ao^r  taken  up,  Ml ;  tba  bill  pro- 
poaaa  to  fiT*  a  boanlj  ob  donuMlt  nXiMd  ngui,  whan 
•ipoTtad,  of  On  oanti  per  poncd  midar  tha  pre  text  that 
Ibia  bnm  logai  pa ji  tkiM  oanta  onlDiport«tlDD,lU; 
object  of  tha  bill  to  oorraot  as  error  In  praTioiu  laglala- 
tlOB,Mli  what  on^t  to  ba  tke  actual  aaumntof  de- 
baktnrat  MS;  aBMI of  tba  bUl  to  grant  u  additional 
drawback  on  ralbiedHifai,  Mi;  Ungareonldberaiaadat 
boma  aa  abeaply  aa  It  oan  b*  tmportod,  wa  ibDDld  not 
fo  abroad  (br  tbe  aRlda,  MB;  tha  bill  ongbt  not  to  paia, 
MB;  thJiblU  doaa  not  Icctttmalal; pertain  to  tha  aji- 
tem  of  dnwbacbi  MS;  iulerfiirs  with  onr  daneetlo 
ngar,  Mt ;  not  eo,  onr  domeatle  an^ar  la  not  oaltible 
for  ratlnlim.  Mi;  wa  do  not  prodaM  toflleleiit  ngar  fbi 
bom*  oonnmptlDD,  2U ;  thla  bill  will  prudnoa  ■  banett 
to  tba  oommeios  and  naTlgitlon  of  the  oonntij,  M4; 
origin  of  our  tUowanea  of  a  drawback  on  mllDed  ngar, 
MB;  amlitalie  that  the  poller  now  contended  for  had 
baea  adapted  doting  tba  OntadinlnlitralJonortbagov- 
amineat,H«:  amount  of  eiportB,aH;  tha  adrocalea  of 
thlablUdealraBotoioodeloiU'rBveiiaelawiBB  to  direct 
tberab;  tbe  ippUoUlon  of  a  portion  of  our  capital  and 
labor  to  tbe  nuBiilbftiira  of  an  article  f6r  ■^witatioD 
ontortDt*^  Butarlali,Mt;  It  will  not  affSot  ti^ail- 
oul;  tbe  prodoetlan  of  domuetle  eugar,  SM;  tngar 
fomis  an  eiwnlUI  erUd*  of  our  Kmmero^  M7 ;  In  all 
other  ooutrlea  tbe  dravbaok  eqaallod  the  dn^pald. 
Ml ;  dntf  of  Congrcn  to  enooarage  tbe  caiTJlBg  tndo, 
MT ;  tbe  onlj  qnetdoti  reepacti  tb*  i»t*  at  wblob  tbe 
drawback  ougbt  lo  b*  Sied,  MB;  more  nw  angar 
brought  Into  tha  conntr^  tban  la  eonnmed,  MS ;  what 
reaaoB  why  inch  >  numuCulDra  ahoatd  langnlah  I  MS ; 

wbcn  roBaed,  iCe ;  madJOciUon  noommisnded,  M> ;  no 
t^anof  InJciTto  tbe  Bogar  Interut  from  thit  bill,  MS; 
aUdgad  that  tba  drawback  ehanld  eqnal  the  dsty  ai  the 
gronnd  Ittr  tba  pauage  of  tbe  tim,M«;  tbll  bill  will 


give  a  praAnwnca  to  the  fbnjgnai^r  over  ttei^v^li 
aa^r.lIO;  atatanunt  of  ftata, STS;  to  tha  iiliM  fcj 
tbe  bralgn  aofw  la  reHned,  tba  bOl  iilli  npad  da  ^7 
of  tbrMe*BtaoBtbataitMe,>n.-  ■  TlalattoB  tf  fidk 

botsrer,Sn;  tb*  principle  ambrHad  !■  tU>14in; 
expena**  In  Loolshma,  tJl ;  dedlna  In  tk*  bniltB  ri 
rallnlngBbownb7ki:ta,>n;  'liilillTiii  ia1biMl>.l. 
nt;  IVii  1  lliii  mil  ibiiniililii  111  Mm  iliiiiiaei  pii 
portion  of  diavbKk,  SIS;  the  bonntj  ■Uovad  t*  (to 
IbrrignartldalathereMon  why  tba  domaatto  utt^k 
got  reOnod,  «3 ;  an«war  to  obteethn^  «I ;  biU  p^< 
STS. 

/■  tt«  £«ihK^  1  blU  to  rsdne*  tba  dotioa  OB  otfte,  ^ 
eoeo■,Al^Ul. 

JUL— notion  to  iTdnoe  tha  dn^  ta  ten  ^Ha  aa  «}. 
ill  ponnda  ndsetad,  Btl ;  aait  Ixic  oiaitbmwB  Ib  bg- 
land, HI;  anormoBaamoiurt of tlutax,afl;  wv^tf 
■  baahal.Hl;  dialilbotlan  of  Ibe  tat  on  dUletaU  ■» 
tlonaif  tbaunnti7,Mi;  tba  west  tha  trMaMirflH 
moat  oppTMriTS  opentlaii,  CCS ;  tb*  lumliiM  am 
and  BiporteiB  entitled  to  tbe  aama  bamitU*  mA  alai- 
anoea  with  the  eipoiten  of  tUh,  GK ;  tlw  jaii^a 


IM;  theialt  taibnm^t  lotbeteMofthB] 
tb*  Amailcaa  >7W«m,  GH ;  another  poaad  ef  rUa  tr 
tbaoontlnnanceof  tbe  dntlea  enunlaad,  BB ;  it  itaril 
tbeae  dntlea  Bbonld  b*  kept  vp,  ■■  la  tim*  of  n  wi 
mnat  dapand  on  tba  home  nppij,  Btt;  ail  tbcoa  a^^ 
menlanaed  In  Tain  in  £aglaBd,B6t;  Uka  i^A  ^ 


bai^irf  teneentaon  dietlllednai,  BTS;  tUi  naoMiie 
popd***  lo  te*tore  tba  mannfWtnivr,  In  part,  ta  At 
■Itnatlon  in  wbiidi  the  tariff  of  1B»  faaad  k>m.CI; 
■tateDientoflbelrpo>ltlon,S7B;  tbe  repeal  of  Ab  ta» 
back  haa  flllodof  tba  oliject  Intculed,  C7*;  It  k  aat 
merely  tin  tha  dlatiller  wa  ahonld  paea  thli  laetaaa, 
bat  for  other  eitonalTobrmDclua  of  Induatrx,  ATI;  vbua 
relief  to  tbe  Veat  India  tntda  wfll  aid,  Sn ;  lb*  Htand 
oaed  by  tbe  dlatiller  li  aa  mneb  tba  prodnc*  if  oe  ■« 
«  tbe  wblakey  which  the  avmer  geU  In  axAa^ia 
Uagnln,  BIT. 

bfoTod  to  amend  by  allowliig  IbnT  and  a  bidf  CBk  ■• 
cotton  bagging,  BIT ;  explanatloB  of  tbe  rtimia  wUd 
IndDoad  Ibli  motion,  BTI ;  tbe  preaant  cxdt*d  wd  agto- 
led  atataof  tb*  conntryoB  tbU  atserd  i«^iat.B5; 
t*oaralremark>«n  tbetarillSn;  of  all  tt*  dmUta  te- 
poesd  by  the  laril^  that  on  baggloK  I*  Bioat  U^attiM 
and  untanabia,  mt;  it  la  ciurgod  *ga]Bat  tbe  &0Wb  that 
waaratooeail]yezdted,IT«;  what  claim  tea  tb  ^ 
nlkctarer  of  bagtflng  to  the  pnteetlDn 
'  ie  important  ftv 
tbe  nallm  that  lin  tnppllea  ebonld  ba  drawn  Ihiwi  ks 
owBt«*annwi,C8(l;  It  la  lald,  tbe  Inlereat  of  wa  paitip 
niar  lecUon  moat  yield  to  that  iKitloalnr  paUcy  rtiiA 
promotea  the  lattraat  of  the  whole,  BBS ;  tiiltIi«iaIU 
duty  may  ^)pear,  it  la  mu  of  tbe  bigbeat  aaanf  asr 
tmpoata,  iSl ;  eODiparallTe  martttof  tb*  tialmi  to  ia.*- 
l)IdL^thatwoBradea,B81;  further  renurfta,  «S.-^ 
Indta,  Tola.l,a,8,4,8,^T,S.», 
DiMet,  TUmm,  *e^  AbolMim  t/f.—Ia  tha  6«at%  lean  U 
b[li«  in  *  Ull  IDr,  aaked,  KB;  tttl*  of  tb*  UU,  MS :  iba- 
lltlon  (^  onneceaauT  dntlea,  4(3 ;  OTplanatleB.  «■;  Im 
aacUOD,  Ml ;  abollablng  dnttea  bj  tbe  joint  act  ef  Iba 
J^^lalallTa  and  «xecutlte  departmenta,  4Bi ;  e^alralcfi^ 

nivlgaUoD,  4M ;  treaUea  abroad  to  be  fbnaded  on  kgb- 
l*tlTe*ctlonatbome,Mtl;r*eommeDd«tloMofWMblBr 
ton  Mid  Jaokaan,  4C&;  do  BOt,tba  acrinllaT*  asd  bmb- 
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fcotaw  of  Qa  omlitrj  nqoln  btttor  marketa  abrotd 
tbaa  tlieT  poMua  (t  lUi  Vm«  *  4(0 ;  *  Iklr  ud  pnotlca- 
bl*  plu,  cnmlilDliig  thB  idvutagu  of  l^lalitlDD  ind 
nagotlitlon,  «M ;  Ota  pecnllu  recominradiitloD  of  tha 
plMi,4«;  other  (ectlon*  of  UiB  WHMT,  4*8;  ttproiantj 
tha  tulff  qneatioa  nnder  ■  dcw  point  of  Tlew,  U9 :  tlut 
^c*t1«t  hn  haralofbn  naiad  on  two  ^mt  prindplcfl — 
pntaaUon  uid  nUiaUon,  489 ;  boT  pnuntsd  la  tha 
peopla  uidar  tha  propoaed  plan,  4SS;  the  prluctpla  of 


of  gold  u 

iQTar,  4M ;  ta  promathi;  tba  lataraal  tnda  of  Maxlco, 
4n;.eaiiB«  a  qisodj' dettt  *nd  bnrUI  of  tliebultr  qoaa- 
tton,  4ID;  liwinltClTa  to  tba  salt  lai  and  the  flsheilH, 
IID ;  Raaoni  Ibi  pTopaatng  to  aboUah  tha  aalt  tax,  411, 
4TS ;  leaTB  graotad  and  tha  bill  nad,  tit ;  fUtthor  oon- 
B<dared,4Ba 

SuMu,  HieHmtmaUng-SM  Hidtm.  ToL  S. 

Atffat  M»  nrnftoiM.— .Sm  iiufm,  toL  1. 

Dwnn»  HxmT  W^,  on  l?aTa]  approprUtlonfl,  0 ;  on  Tlaltora 
■tWaat  Point,  IDj  on  tbeoacaof]UiOor-Oenen],mi 
BapmentatlTa  bora  Muaaehiuelts,  BIO. 


BiiLii  JoKU,  Jt,  BqmMDtatlTO  fMm  K»v  Tork,  DTS. 
:Ssi  Judo,  ToL  >. 

JlfBcutfiM,  tlMMiMM  WL— to  tba  Home,  >  proposIUon  to 
■{ipoint  a  tommlltea  on  aflneaHon,  B8I ;  a  BobJocl  which 
docs  not  properlj'  eama  within  the  control  of  Oonf[rcai, 
B8I ;  btlongi  to  tba  Btatc«,  sei ;  no  ncceHltf,  ESI ;  ai- 
&aet  ftom  the  menage  of  the  flrat  PrcsldanC,  D61 ;  con- 
(II[ntlonaIpatnt,[l81;naa]DU<>UIa1dDn  the  table,  BSS. 

Ettwizns,  Knnui,  Addnn  at,  im  TniUx,  vol.  S. 


XUetoral  Yittfor  PTtiMtni.—\a  tha  Homw,  a  raiolatlon 

culling  fcr  oopira  of  ccrtMcatei  and  lists  of  TOtoj  ro- 

tornad  at  the  list  PnoldenUal  election,  nirBied,l«; 

ohjectof  tba  violation,  IM;  otiJecUoiia  to  tha  caitlfl- 

catea,lH;  the  Tetiinu,lftT;  fbrthei  remarb,  IQT^  reao- 

iDtlon  laid  on  the  table,  168. 
XUaaUUy  of  a  rwUmJ  in  muMA^ton  to  a  Hat  In  fAt 

IttHiufrom  Xa9taohu9eiU.^3i*  /fufco,  tdI.  T- 
BlUs,  FovBiTTAR,  Bcnatoifrom  Miiainlppl,  401;  on  the 

cotillniiatlas  of  certain  land  elilmg,  CSI.    Set  India, 

VOL  a 
Eu.airoiTii,  711111x7.,  Sept««ntBUTe  ftom  Consactl- 

eot,  fit;  OD  tha  Jndlelai?,  tSB ;  on  relief  to  widows,  dn. 

of  olScen  of  tlia  Bomat,  M4. 
Xmbarffo.—StelndiB,  toIi.  S,  4, 0,  and  Indta,  toL  1,  Oriai 


at  qf.~3ce  Indea,  toL  EL 
^-YAJn,  G»nilB,  Bepnoentatlva  ftom  Maine,  HTfl, 
BrAitt,  iBtaeK  Bepreaentatlf e  from  Fcmujlraiila,  GTI. 
BmXTT,  Edwaid,  on  Tltlton  at  Veit  Fi^t,11;  oa  (he 
d>lmori[aado,49;  on  aflaln  with  BnUl,  lES,  1»,  lU ; 
on  ttia  oeeupatloit  of  til*  Oregon  rlrot,  ST4,  SSO,  SOS ;  on 
rebepclunont,  Wt ;  on  the  mlea  of  order,  401 ;  Eapra- 
•ontatlTe  Itom  HaaaacbiMtta,  DTS;   on   "Weat  Point 
Acadam^Ti  *4B;  do  dlplomatlo  eiponies,  (30;  on  relief  to 
-wldowiof  oDcen  of  Hornet,  HI;  on  Indian  AtUr^ 
6eT,    Sm  Jitdta,  vob.  g,  >. 

Hanxcx,  KepresentatlTe  from  Tennont,  GTI 
qf&oett.—att  Indta,  toL  T. 
Liguor».^Se»  ladte.  Tola.  1,  B. 
DfpartoitttU.—Si*  Indtit,  loL  I. 
Pirairl.-^Sit  Indtm,  toL  8. 
■Sl»  Indtie,  TOlt.  S,  G,  S. 
inat  Feria  Blta,—Stt  Indta,  ToL  I. 
Vol.  X— 47 
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Rrpviauuru,  RtdimUo*  qf.St*  Itidta,  toL  T. 

Bc^rii\g  BBpiditli»i.—tn  the  Senate,  a  resolBtlon  reliUra 
to  an  exploring  expedition  to  the  FaelBc  and  Booth 
Beat,  coBBldered,  S40 ;  blatory  of  the  expedition,  UO; 
action  of  Congretw,  140 ;  a  ama]!  Tcaeel  to  be  MBt  oot, 
S41;  proceedings  of  the  Becretiry  of  the  ^avy,  141; 
no  law  to  sanction  the  Bonlh  Polar  EipedtClOB,  MI] 
resaona  Gjr  oiUlog  tor  IntbrnatloB,  C4S ;  reeolctlon 
agreed  to,  Ht ;  farther  dlicnised,  SIS ;  ordered  to  t 
third  reading,  SSS. 

SBpangiag  tA*  I'ounml  qftAt  SouUa—Su  TtuUo,  toL  S. 


Ttdtral  ,fudget.-~3i*  /fufaic,  toIb.  4,  S,  and  ladM,  TOk  %, 
8,  AmetuimtBit  te  Ot  CofUtUuUon, 

PnioK.  Uito,  EepreaanlillTe  frotn  Mew  YaA,  ttH 

Trani-iT,  June,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Ohio,  BTT.  Su  In- 
dto,  Tola  B,  ». 

Fnaai,  Oaoion,  BaprceentatlTe  from  Maw  Tork,  ttt. 

nag  i^tAt  United  StaltL—Su  Indt^  toL  L     ' 

Flcrtda,  Land  CltUmt  Jn.— In  tha  Honsa,  a  btD  relitlTe  to, 
considered,  1S8;  frcU  relatlra  to  land  clalma  In  Florida, 
ISSj  aUpclated  1>f  trcitr  that  the  United  BUtas  shall 
ooDflrm  to  the  dalmanta  their  titles  to  the  same  extaDt 
a>  Bpaln  would  baio  done,  184 ;  these  Cltlea  depend  OB 
tbe  local  oidlcanceii^ifbrelgagoTenuaant,  134;  If  the 
grant  Is  not  sncli  is  this  goTertuDent  stipulated  to  eon- 
firm  nndor  the  treatj,  It  Ic  a  part  of  the  paUla  domain 
ceded  b;  It.  leS;  rerlaw  of  the  history  Bf  onr  leglalatlon 
on  this  subject,  133 ;  partloular  sUpnlallon  of  the  Florida 
treaty,  IBS  J  bill  ocderad  to  bo  engrceiod,  184. 

Florida,  Again  in,— See  Indra,  toL  T,  Carua.—8ti  Iiu 
dtn,  ToL  B.  ffDcamtnanl  iif—Stt  Indea,  lOL  t,  J^pan- 
iA  Trealg  ;  caei^aHat  qf.—Ste  Indta,  toL  4.  Av- 
oAoM  nf.—Sit  India,  toL  &  Wrtel*ri,—Set  Indta, 
ToL  8, 


«,T,B. 

Foot,  Bunrn.  A.,  on  Indian  qiproprlitlona,  141 ;  Benator 

from  Connectlcnt,  404;  on  a  mllltirj  fDrca  eatabSih- 

ment;  418 ;  on  pay  of  poiaan  In  tba  bmtj,  DI4,  ElE,  till, 

SIS.    Stt  /ndos,  ToL  9. 
Fout,  Jims,  BoproaentatlTe  thim  PemujlTanla,  ETB. 
ronton  XMater*,  A.tn»»  qf  Privtl*gi.—Sti  bidm,  ToL  8, 
Ponign  Bdattont—Btt  Indta,  roll.  4,  Dl 
Fbntgnerl,  PeHUontflvm.^See  Indesi,  toL  8. 
Foiami,  JOHH,  Senator  from  Oeoigla,  404 ;  on  tha  Attom^ 

General,  G80 ;  on  the  removil  nf  tha  Indians,  SM. 
FoKT,  ToHuinoii,  on  the  conannaUonafcnftaln  land  claims. 

SSI ;  on  the  Cumberland  road,  STO,    8—  Indtx,  ToL  9. 
FoKWtMD,  CejlUXOTT,  BeprosentatlTB  from  Pennsylrinla. 

fiia    5m /ndeiB,  ToL  >. 
roiam,THaiunF.,Bspr«WDtat]T«&omQ«or|ls,t!Ta;  on 

fionthem  Indians,  til. 
JVonoi^  iMOllms  wiM.— Aw  Asdsa^  Tols.  9  and  e> 
JVnniHiir  PHtlXtgi  to  COnrlet  Cbrroij,  1ST;  Taaolntlon 

mnktnii  PrMltS*.—Sl«  Indoa,  Tola.  I,  S. 
Freedom  tf  QHuetmet.—Bee  Indtm,  toL  1. 
FiZLnaBcmiK,  Tanonau:,  Senator  from  Mew  JeTW7,40l: 

on  tha  removal  of  the  Indian^  BIO;  on  tha  Attomay 

General,  BSl. 
Prtneh  Colonial  Tradt.~See  Jndae,  toL  S. 
FretuA  S^fliaeet.—Ste  Tndtt,  toI.  1. 
/V-cncA  SpoHaticM.—Sie  InSex,  toIs.  SI,  8,  T. 
^snc^  i^aercei. — SeelndesPj  voLG. 
Hvntlert,  Pnteetbm  of.— Bee  Inion,  lA  i. 
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TO8 INI 

Tbt,  JoasrH,  Jr„  lUpiMaBtMlT*  fnm  PibbqItuIi,  Ml 

&•  InOm,  ToL  >. 
J^igUlat  Slat4t.—8—  Iitdim,  Tula.  &.<,>,  Ahw 
r9tm«ttfnmjame*.—8t4  Indtrn,  ToL  1. 
Tiruoi.  BosiR.— Id  tlu  aeiuU,  >  bill  la  ncnDiMaH  Ua 

biln  <<  «iuld*nd  ud  njceud,  tto. 
JWnwf*q/M<  iriii<.-Aliiuf«^*oLI. 


Golf  *  SiaUM  titettd  pHmt*rt.—Stt  InOat,  tdIi.  «,  T. 

amml  Wtlfiirt,~-8M  Indu^  tdL  1. 

e^orffia  CtolmJ.— Id  the  Hodh,  ■  moUoD  to  nnna  tho 
nport  of  tb*  [BdUn  ConunlttM,  *«,  880 ;  tbs  qneMIoD 
oTthtaeaUlnuliuDeTerbctDuunlDed  br  tha  Bodh, 
nO;  Ihg  rasrlM  ollbt  cUInu,  SM;  detaUi,  SSI;  groand 
of  KtlaD  Id  the  dediloD  oo  thsH  eUlmi,  SSlj  otjMta 
ni  wbieh  thg  sUlmuiU  MOtaBd,  8t8 ;  tba  lodUiu  ta 
dadAD«  t^  the  tnatj  kept  tba  ■lavia,  Stt ;  an  th»  Iq- 
4U*Bt  iBcooMtatBMof  tbalrbadliltb  tobaplucd  1d> 
batter  iltaattoD  aod  tba  owner  of  tba  proportj  la  a 

a  jDit  iDdenudfioatloD  bi  the  pnpartj  Dot  rectorad. 


a  JD. 


TODglSI 

9D  ^aan,  aod  la  the 


Ihar**'* 


>t  the  tl 


r  a  ratorD  ot  the  spadfle  prDparty,  bat 
ir  tba  nbnqnaiit  detutloti,  SSS ;  ara  the 
iBdIau  aaUtled  to  tba  laddoa  of  tba  monej  aficr  paf- 
lag  the  daisiar  tba  dttunaof  OMrjIat  SSI;  deter' 
mlaad  b;  the  treatr  at  tbe  Indlaa  Spring  and  tba  agnu- 
m«t  betveen  the  iDdlani  ud  tha  oomLDlaBlonen  of 
Oaoqcla,  tS4 ;  itlpnlaUoD  of  tha  traatf,  8S4 ;  article  of 
IpwnwB^  SSI ;  commlBaloDer  appolatad  to  dadda  on 
tbaclalBia,SS4i  hu  iiport  to  tha  FieatdenC,  ISt ;  It  U 
Mid,  tfag  ladlaiit  at*  not  an  Independent  people,  8S4 ; 
oonlantaof  thaaehedDlaofclalDuaibibltadto  the  eom- 
nlailDDer,  SSB;  If  Injtutlce  hai  bean  dona  to  tbe  claim- 
antit  It  la  propar  for  Congrcaa  to  iDtaipoia,  SSQ ;  tba  na- 
tnra  of  tba  debt  datermlnad  only  ij  rafannM  to  aote- 
ndent  tnatlei.  SX ;  tbMa  Imtlei  examload,  BS& 

Tba  qneaUon  la  whether  fntthar  lagdUtlou  ob  tbli 
nbject  be  now  neceeaaijor  nott  SSI;  what  ware  the 
Bonridaratlau  that  lad  t«  the  larrattlon  of  tba  treatr  <>' 
IBIl  I  SST;  tbe  qaiatloB  praaenti  a  eoTanant,  to  the  mr- 
fccUag  of  which  the  aoent  ot  Out  partlei  wia  naoaa- 
•arj,  BSTj  In  earrjillg  the  Intention  into  altact,  tDdam- 
Ditr  toi  property  deatrojed  Is  not  admitted,  tKt;  it  te 
•Mgnud  tbat  the  Indlui  axe  entitled  to  tbe  anrplu 
after  tbt  aatlalketlDD  of  Gaorgla,  SST;  tha  pa*en  aod 
rlghta  pertaining  bj  tbe  prindplei  of  aor  GOTeraiDant 
to  the  iDdlan  trlbei  Id  dui  confederaej',  EST ;  how  onr 
fbrafhtbtn  tiaatail  tha  B»*igai  on  flnt  landlDg  amoBg 
tbem,  S8S;  we  toreplad  Dot  tbeo  to  take  laoda  oDwhleb 
we  fOonded  oar  homes  tbat  now  corer  tha  whole  of  oar 
llmlti,  SS> ;  IndlTldualt  poaHiaed  tha  right  ud  power 
to  make  encb  pnrchaiea  aa  tbe^  might  think  proper, 
SSV;  reaeoa  aalgned  forcaosliigthe  cbaoga  Id  the  mode 
of  acqolrlDg  Indian  landi,  SS9 ;  King  Oaorge'i  proelama- 
Hen  In  ITS,  S8>;  tDitber  remarks  on  tbe  poUcj  pnmad 
to  tha  lBdlaDa,S«0;  artlde  of  tba  oontMlanllOD,  S41; 
wbatledediuwdlSll;  another  claoae,  S41 ;  eiamlnatloD 
of  tba  dlBbraDt  Hurendon  of  [he  wule  lands  hj  tbe 
dUhinDt  BCalaa  to  lb*  Oeneral  OaTemment,  S41 ;  eoD. 
dltloDB  of  tboae  gnats,  843;  that  of  the  Btato  of  Hew 
Tork,SU;  that  at  tbe  State  of  Tiiglale,  SIS;  the  Ststa 
adraltlad  from  tbtae  territories  mnat  hiTe  the  aama 
ilCUi  ta  the  nigliul  BlMea,  MS ;  Uut  of  Boath  (krollna, 
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aatbe  Articles  of  Confederation  wen^  tba  power  afcn 
tnriUiig  this  ea^nt  beloBged  odndTelT  ts  tbe  OMm, 
SM;  eiamlnatlDD  of  tho  Constltatian  of  tha  Urilsd 
Bta(«a,SM;<u  CoDgr^  It  snf  State  tbon^t  puia 
to  lataii»aa,  lake  Indiana  ftom  nA  8tat*l  MS;  tiha 
tbe  Indian  title  Is  aitlngiilibsd,  It  la  hM,  tba  land  U- 
wnas  pobUe  land,  >U ;  41b  irtlgU  of  tb*  onUnaMs  fcr 

itoftbatenltoTTnottbof  tba'Mle,le; 

oil  be  In  tha  Oanenl  GonmiDeat,  ad 
Binalelpal  ngalstkas  et  Ot 

•.Hd, 

rbom  tba  mw^wBdad  hit 
og  tho  OtargU  cUmainl 
a  ondar  wUeb  tba  coatratt  wa  m- 
larM  Into,  S4T ;  lb*  United  Stales  bare  Bot  danaj^ta 
to  tha  eltluni  ot  Gaorgla  In  Ita  a4iiKll«a(toa  tftbelt  <•- 
maads  agatnat  tb*  Creak  IndlaD^  S4T ;  duing  tha  Bbts- 
Intianarj  war  the  Inhabitants  of  Gaoigls  w«tv  alBBit 
entlrelf  drlren  from  Its  limits  bj  the  Cnek  Indiau  sal 
their  allies,  SIS;  the  exnbennee  ot  tbe  natud  i^eln- 
Hon  eC  the  conBtrr.  lastaid  of  pnniBg  u  adnnligs  ■ 
tha  aettlera,  bad  been  tba  oeadoB  ot  tbtdi  gtaatatt 
toasca  breiposlDgthalr  stock, SIS;  dtflbrent  d^n rf 
eUinu  ImpTOperlirnjeeted,  t4B;  onght  tha  dtliaarf 
Georgia  to  loaa  theli  right  to  bare  their  li^Bita*  i» 
dnned  bacaase  eanpenntlon  was  not  prsTidod  In  as 
treatrt  I*B;  ekims  npon  which  the  principal  kabaa 
allowed  and  tbe  Interest  nTnsad,  SU ;  cUIma  ^e)ecM 
tor  tbe  Inereaaa  ot  Itmala  sUrea  taken  b^  the  OMk  b- 
dlsDS,S4S. 

Otofffla  land  Clolnu.— ,8n  IndtB,  toL  t. 

Otorgia  mUUa  Clatml^St  ImUu.  Tola.  B,  ^  T.  8^  II 

GttH-gta  JVnteK.— Id  tba  Seoata,  tbe  proteat  sf  Oeeqts 
Bgslaat  tbe  tariff  act  of  lESS,  otbtad,  Bl ;  eontaats  b1 
pnriiart  of  tba  doooment,  111 ;  to  be  dapoaltcd  In  tti 
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,f  oriMt,  tilt  Ooop  0/  vor.— In  the  Houh,  a  bill  (0  prOTlde 
liir  the  wldowi  and  orpbana  of  thou  loot  In  thn  Hornet 
aloopot  iru,  OBI;  not  jiutlllable  to  extend  the  prlnd- 


prwedont  to 


0  brother!  and  ilatez^ 
>  light  \a  be  fenarow  ud  ohatllablo 
vlth  the  mone^  of  other  people,  MO;  eonunlkment 
moTod,  UO;  the  pnetloeof  the  piTBniniant  In  thiM 
easen,  (40 ;  reeling  of  dlitrstt  towanb  Che  narj  In  Bman 
tlmae,  OQl ;  ahall  we  admit  that  the  oonrto  of  oni  pr^ 
deceaeora  tu  duigeroaa  and  nnwUe  t  Ml ;  the  name  of 
the  Hornet  will  be  u  ImpetUhablo  ai  the  hUtoiy  of  the 
lait  war,  Ml;  hlitorj  of  Gqitaln  Honli,  Ml,  tSt;  the 
prlDdple  of  the  bill  hH  none  of  the  ol^octloni  oStred 
to  the  peudan  ajitem,  H«;  the  bill  Is  like  othera  In  ro- 
latloD  to  brolhera  and  ilitera,  BM ;  the  lelatlana  In  whlsh 
theritand,BS8;  thli  proTUloa  ihoold  meat  with  Ibo 
BanotioD  of  the  ffonae,  aa  It  would  meet  aaaDiedlj  r^ 
eclietho  approbation  of  tho  oonntir,  BBS;  oat* of  tlu 
eon  of  the  late  Colenel  Fonrth,  BBS ;  cannot  anawer  tO 
onr  conatltnenta  or  conadencee,  the  proprlatr  of  thai 
apprDprlatUg  the  fnnda,  SSB;  aomedlipoaad  to  '(o  th* 
whole  ho^"  0B4;  what  la  the  objeot  of  ""H^g  aneh  an 
appropriation  to  thoae  engaged  la  ooi  land  or  naTal  nl- 
Tlee,<«l:  the  bill  la  wrong  In  prlnalple,BB4;  eaaeofth* 
mother  of  Commodore  Perry,  BBl;  a  rale  long  eilab. 
llahed  and  recogaluid  In  the  prooeedlnga  of  thit  Bonje. 
BBl;  (bo  bill  real*  more  on  a  prlndple  of  dntf  than  ot 
IhTor,  B«i;  tho  objMUon  uanmea  that  the  offlsgr^  •<»- 
□UD  and  marlaea  belonged  to  that  elaaa  of  the  oommn- 
nltf  In  which  they  ware  llkoly  to  hare  wealthy  brother* 
and  ils(erB,C8B;  thoea  appoaed  mnat  go  agalnat  tlia 
prtDolpl*  of  the  bUt,  BBS  ;  ocoaalan  of  the  Ioh  of  tho 
Hornet,  BBS;  bill  puaed,  BBS. 
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Jmdiana  Oiaal^-Stt  Ikdia,  toL  (. 
A«MW,nMtDrP»ld«tiDl8ia,8>L    fiM  Jiuls^  toL  8. 


n  tlM  S<ut^  m  UU  lo  wUi«IU  t 
Pmjdent  to  dlrlda  Indln  acanclM,  wuldend,  4S 
T«BU  lt«  tlK  bill,  4t»;  tbs  propoHd  musurt  !•  ■  b 
ou,in;  iBdlTlduls  of  (be  atmt  tilb«sbODld  baoo 
eaalnUil,  tU;  IfUU  oppSMd  to 


Adm  raeluy  Srtlim.—Stt  Indue,  tuL  T. 


»  BtBHk  u  aiftniprUtlim 
~      ~  ild««d,  11 

•eUtlW; 
■t(tflh*kst^  IW;  Btntt*  ui»dn«Dt  pnpoHa  alwi 

n  North 


4atr  toTl 


dlate  Ibe  rigfaU  ud  Intaniti  of  6«rgU, 
I*  vt  North  CuuUiu  hu  oot  been  lamtl- 
fit*d,  IBT;  tba  Isdiinu  can  BeT<r  pmpir  whil*  Mej 
nmUB  In  uj  (f  tlw  SlitM  or  TarritariH,  W;  ths 
vnendmMit  of  Uh  Bflut«  la  [i^nrioiu  to  the  Intansti  of 
GeoTfl*,  JK ;  It  merely  eiWnde  the  poiror  of  the  Com- 
tnlMlonen,  18T ;  Qio  ttottf  vonld  eott  ao  mon  If  the 
liBdi  I17  irlthln  tvsDtr  Bute*,  183 ;  the  Unltol  Statu 
■n  under  no  obll^oo  to  eiUngntah  tlia  Indlu 
within  anj  BUto  aieapt  Georgia,  ISS;  itrOBg  le 
why  North  CaroUaa  ihoold  (hare  In  th*  b«n*fit  pto- 
poaed  to  Oeoigia,  USj  SeaaCo  amsBdmeDta  approred  is 
oommlttea,  1£A. 


ii.lW; 


the  oaaa  of  North  Caralina  and  that  of  Niiir  York 
laoged,  140 ;  the  Oineral  OoTenunant  estopped  t> 
that  North  Carolina  eaoM  not  call  Dpoh  her  to  e 
gsleb  the  Indian  title,  140 ;  nature  of  the  iDdiaQ 
140;  vhatvugOMrglaattheeloBeof  the  SeTolni 
141 ;  eonBlcUDg  elalma  set  op  to  thli  territory  hj  a 
■I  of  the  atataa,  141 ;  tsrthei  debate,  141 

fienaUIwUt  on  tbilr  BmeiidineDt,14e;  motion 
the  Heme  recede,  14t;  It  U  lald,  U  we  pa«  thli  < 
II  wlU  be  a  prooedent  fbr  other  BUtei,  I4< ;  no  State  haa 
neh  iCrong  idalnu  M  Korth  OaroUna,  wllh  thr 
tloa  of  QeoigU,  I4S ;  treatf  betweeo  that  SUte 
Indian^  141;  treaty  of  Hopewell,  140;  eBoct  of  tbli 
tr«>ty,]4T;  whendldNaw  YorJcbrtnnty,      " 
an  the  Indian  tltla  to  land)  within  her  UmlC 
Stale  In  the  Union  hag  been  treated  In  the  H 

of  the  reapecUre  olalmi  of  New  Tork  and  North  Caro- 

Una,  14T;  ol^eot  of  North  Carolina  in  parting 

weateni  Und^  148;  obligation    on    tbii  Oat 

148 1  did  the  QoTemiaeD  t  UthfnUy  dlepoae  of  tho  Undi  T 

14§ ;  It  ii  said  North  Carolina  aolldted  tbe  OaTemmi 

to  make  ths  treat;,  14S;  fulber  dabate,  I4t ;  Bonaa 

eed^lBft 

/wUoiH^  OMebuttttaitd  Ohoataw.—Set  IitOMiTAt. 

Htdlant,  SmiQroHon  nf.—la  the  Hous,  an  amaadDHnt 
the  appropriation  btS  olltred,  14 ;  appropriation  porfMly 
proper,  14;  amendment  to  embraee  Iho  Chlckaaawa 
moTod,  14;  other  bills  lo  relation  to  them,  14;  to  bring 
in  ths  anhjcot  at  present  wonld  defeat  other  objeots,  IB ; 
a  propriety  In  iBoladiog  all  tbe  Bonthem  Indians, '~ 
duty  of  ths  OoTomment  to  taks  ths  eartleat  opp 
tnnlty  to  eitlneutsh  tbe  Indian  title  In  Qeorgla,  U ; 
proiMon  relallTe  to  ths  Cherokees  Introdnoed  in  e 
tbrmtty  to  ■  compact  between  Iba  United  Blates  and 
Ooorgla,  10;  elalauoTthe  ChlckasawifDttherarged,lfi 
objeettona  to  the  amendmsnt,  Id ;  the  lt«m  same  boa 


thtCwamlltee  of  Vays  and  lleaaa,  IS;  it  thaOM- 
wawi  are  Introdncad,  all  ths  other  Indiana  wiD  hank 
follow.  Id;  Importance  ottbo  temonl  of  Oc  Hodk 
IodlaiH,lT;  not  the  time  for  a  general  diKiiadoaafb- 
jr.F  albin,  !T ;  dlatlnctlcai  betwaen  the  eases  <tf  da 
CreekaandCherokeea  aod  that  of  the  CUekiBwi  ad 
other  Indian^  3T;  vitbool  the  appropriatJon.  the  G«e- 

to^Msransa  of  Geoigli 

MoTod  to  tirike  out  "Itir  aldln«  tb 
iBmOT*,''18;  If  a  general  Sonne  of  policy  ta 
by  an  item  In  an  appropriatlim  bin,  the  wlude  ev 
the  OovnTuniBt  nilght  thaa  be  chaagad,  13; 
Aoold  be  no  treaty  with  tbe  Indians  wltboDt  a  pi 
appropriation,  18 ;  now  la  the  propor  tiDk»  to  dise 
policy  at  tbe  rsmoTsl  of  the  Indiana,  18 ;  1 
VMnj  of  tbe  aaramnun^  IS;  ofllttis  li 

what  time  the  qntattoa  b  n 


iallidlani,lS;  la  the  ritnaUoD  eTtliE  la 
Boeh  as  to  reqnire  the  Interpaaitlon  nt  tlie  abnog  ana  il 
the  GoTarmnoiiIt  »;  what  are  they  now?  30;  haw 
haTS  the  treaUea  been  made  In  fijrnm  yam.  and  hov 
hare  their  lands  boflti  aeqnired  f  flO ;  yoor  annnitleateia 
tha  mat  destnictlTe  policy  erer  poisoed  toward  A'v, 

axnong  them,  £0 ;  are  the  shades  of  Ihla  picore  tas 
highly  ooloredf  El;  they  ihonld  be  Induced  toreav^ 
of  their  own  Tolnntaiy  Cu  will,n;  Ititaaidwelm 
no  lands  on  which  to  locale  (hem,  91 ;  II  la  mU  tl»  b- 
dlans  cannot  be  qnaUAsd  Ibr  •clf-eorBnimenl,  U ;  lo* 
■t^aar  lo  dread  the  effceta  of  the  poUejr  of  cnostniv 
the  Indians  in  one  secUon  of  the  eonntry,  SI;  t^  to 
of  the  Dalawarea,  tS ;  will  not  tiie  Committsa  bAst 
adi^  the  policy  reoomiDendad  by  two  KimiMiaaahm, 
by  the  misaleniirlaa,  ka.  I  U. 

Besaons  fbr  Iho  proposed  smsndment,  B  ;  tha  tc^BBj 
q>proprlaUDn  bills  shoald  not  be  ambenaasid  ^  isy 
BOW  uaaniraa,  IS;  what  was  the  jmyasitlsa  leew 
mended  by  oar  late  Chist  M^latnta I  3S;  wkass  M 
the  Indiana  tobaranored  to  tH;  titanlioatflhaeio- 
trywhloh  the  Indians  now  posssa  wUUn  t^  Italia  << 
the  ssTsral  States,  M;  Ibe  adrant^ea  «Bj«(Fed  k;  Iha 
fbarhirgBatiiaUDns,tB;  thaprewntsitaalkB^lkie^ 
oral  tribes  or  nations, «;  Ihclr  attoatlOB  Mtwsas  Ha 
thonaandsot  eiiilndepBndeBtfMuBani7,M;  ttepiBir 
oT  ths  late  Secretary  (^  War,  ICr.  Calboan,  M ;  U  b  ^ 
(hs  Indians  are  otyrMsed  Iff  tb*  iiniaiiiihiiuiili  cf  Aa 
wtite  popnUUon  which  anirannda  tbam,  M  ;  It  Is  ntf 
ths  Indiana,  while  la  oar  Tidolty,  leam  only  esr  il^ 
udcaiiaotbacl'riUiedhaTe.lT;  the upaoaa wUd  18 

attend  thia  mesBDre,  SI;  eethnale  for  the 

IT ;  look  at  tha  sltnatlon  of  tha  ladlaaa  ar 
alsalppi  befbre  we  take  more  OTer,  3T, 

Great  oompUInC  nada  as  to  the  — — — - 
snblacC  la  presented  for  diacntaloa,  S8 ;  the  ap 
toaldtheCreekilabDtthaftalBlisentof  a  ■ateaBiH' 
gttlan,  ta ;  expediency  and  neeaasitr  of  tka  appiaflt 
aUon.  S9  \  the  oolonlutloa  of  ths  J-Jt—t  wvt  U  fc 
MlmLislppt,  N;  glre  that  connbyta  ■      1  '    r 

for  thcira,  St ;  to  the  peennlary  intanst  of  tks  Gfno 
ment  to  remore  them,  notwithataoding  th«  net  Of^ 
SO ;  no  othsr  BSilalian  for  Iha  ludtal^  sa 

The  amendment  thst  no  Indian  norlb  «f  H*  IT  W 
^ded  in  nmoTing  lOnUl  of  that  d^ree,  or  ttaas  ■■& 
In  romoYlng  north,  conaldored,  81 ;  atata  of  thin^  In  i^ 
Wsstem  and  Sonlhweslam  Slates,  81 ;  dangan  €iit^^ 
aolllslan  by  tbe  rentoTal,  31 ;  the  aiMuloa  ef  eEr  h«i 
orer  the  Aborlginee  recommended  by  Ht.  CnwCwd  h 
1818,  88;  tba  pnaparity  of  ou  wttlaneata  oi«Msda 


BtroDg  desln  in  tliam  to  remoTA  tha  Iiidluu  from  tiifif r 
rtdnlt;,  89 ;  th*  r«|Kirt  oT  tha  SsereUc;  oT  Wii  Is  ISSS 
—the  dbposltloD  of  tha  lodlADi  iuiMiigtn  th«  whole 
ThMtd  fronaaT,  ud  leoden  tb«  wndltlon  of  Miwnul 
pMoUuIr  parllotu,  U ;  the  ippniprtitlDIl  which  !■  now 
propoBod,  M ;  otijeot  of  Iho  nmoTil  u  ititad  hj  Ur. 
Uf iroa,  tS ;  no  dlg«t  oT  hndioiantiil  prloiilplM  iitt 
bc«B  ftdoptod  bf  CongresB  u  the  hub  Ibi  uru^fliiHiita 
with  them,  S6;  reanlt  of  nmottng  thim iiithoaC  inch 
preTioui  irangaount,  8A ;  case  of  tho  Florida  TndUui, 
W;  oia  geDtlemf  n  go  frirmrd  anothnr  gt«p  In  thiiiraik 
ofdc4oUt]onTBA;  whAtaratheproaesutobepArfamied 
In  Ok  UHdllOD  of  UdapliutST;  how  *rarOD  (omike 
tham  ralinqnlib  the  ehua  tn  ■  eonnCry  psoaaalng  [ha 

the  IntareoniM  of  the  whites,  89;  bow  tn  thla  creit 
nomber  to  be  redncod  to  order  and  regnlarity,  and  obe< 
dienea  to  lair,  S8 ;  «Mt  of  (npportlns  tham  la  tha  wU- 
daraeas,  96 ;  oondltlon  of  thla  oppreued  people  Id  their 
praaent  abode,  88;  mao;  of  the  tribea  hare  made  Ereat 
and  llatlaiUis  adraneea  In  ImproTcnHnt,  88 ;  the; 
will  Dot  Tolimtarllf  aatfM  In  >  work  at  ralbrmatlon  that 
miiit  and  In  *b  ailiRctlaii  o/  their  owm  oouaqiunoe,  89 ; 
the  Indlu'a  aansa  of  dlgnl^,  S>. 

The  tiam  of  >□  tha  Indian  agenU  aolndda  wtth 
tha  Manda  of  the  emigration  plan,  40 ;  It  Is  denied  hj 
•oma,  that  tha  poUc;  of  thla  aoTennneot  D  tattled  In 
Ttlatlon  to  the  qneatlon  of  Indian  emlgTAtton,  10;  the 
nport  of  tha  Oominlttw  li  altogether  firorHble  to  tha 
objeeta  rmbnced  In  the  reaotntlon,  40 ;  tha  time  haa  ir- 
rlTad  when  thla  GoToninieDt  moat  change  Ita  polLc;  In 
relation  to  tha  Indiana,  40  ;  the  atate  of  thlnp  exlatlDg 
betwaao  the  Slate  of  Oeoilta  and  tha  Cherokeea,  41 ; 
thKO  dlatJnet  sorerclf^  leglalatnras  anaeUng  lava  npon 
theKmeldantloBlBnljastilll  thlaateta  of  thloga  eon- 
lHteIIat,41. 

SIncolar  oonne  of  thi*  debate,  48 ;  otilaat  of  tba  MTOnd- 
ment  to  deatroy  the  elfflot  of  tho  appropriation,  40 ;  tha 
praaant  poller  miut  tatnlt  In  their  nttar  annihilation, 
41;  tha  tme  qneatlon,48 ;  tho;  are  and  on^t  to  be  eon- 
tldered  aa  nilaon,  and  goFomed  «a  aaiib,  48 ;  atateoHnts 
ortheagenta,48;  the  title  of  the  Florida  Indiana,  44; 
their  colonlHtion  la  alike  dae  to  oniMlrea  and  to  the 
Indiana,  44 ;  Committee  rlae  and  report  the  bill  to  the 
H0Dae,4& 

Jndiama^  Florida.— See  Indem,  toL  8* 

JiUUaiu,  Qaapmc—Bee  Iitdm,  toL  ». 

Indiaiiu,  Remceal  <^  (Ae.— In  the  Boute,  ■  blU  to  eichinge 
land)  with  the  Indiana  residing  In  Btataa  and  TerTltorle^ 
eonaldcred,  E19 ;  arasodinalita  moTod,  C18 ;  thef  hold  > 
title  aoperlor  to  the  Brltlah  Crown  and  her  eolonln,  and 
to  (11  adTona  pntendona  of  our  own,  818 ;  In  the  light 
of  natoral  Uw,  can  areaaon  fur  a  dlatlnetlon  ailat  In  the 
mode  of  ogjajrlng  that  wbloh  la  mj  own  f  Gl> ;  on  the 
iDcrcaae  of  popiilatloo  a  dnty  davelTei  upon  the  pro- 
piletora  of  large  onculllTated  reglona  of  doToUng  tham 
to  TuetUl  pDrpowa,IISO;  the  cue,  aa  It  Ilea  befond  the 
traallN  made  with  Ihem,  SW;  how  wonld  the  white 
man  act  in  the  position  of  the  lodlah,  fi21 ;  we  have  al- 
waji  dlitlDctlf  refwgnlzed  their  title,  tS\ ;  we  regarded 
them  aa  natloDa,  Btl ;  our  pnhlls  hlstotjr  In  theae  eon- 
nectlona,  C81;  tha  dispute  of  the  colonlea  with  Orcat 
Britain,  SaS;  nnder  the  Confederation,  CSS; "who  an 
doubt  the  asqnettlonod  political  aOTeretgntr  of  theM 
tdbea  r  GK ;  a  snt^eet  of  wonder,  that  afler  theae  repeat- 
ed and  aolemn  recognlUont,  It  shoold  he  gravely  aaserted 
that  ther  are  nvra  oeenpanta  at  will,  m ;  report  of  the 
Commlliea,  bSS ;  oDr  celatlou  wllh  Ihsm  UBder  Che  ib- 
aolate  sspecinlendence  of  tha  General  OoTomment, 
Wit ;  ceDttderatlon  gl*eo  to  the  tieM;  power,  St8 ;  trei- 
Hea  with  the  Indiana,  CS4;  whetierer  we  approached 
them  In  the  laognage  of  trlandahlp  and  kindnea,  w< 


tonched  the  chord  that  won  their  eonSdenoe,  HS ;  later 
treaty  with  Cherokeea,  G8S ;  the  leglilaUon  of  Georgia, 
815 ;  It  Is  not  sorprlalng  that  oar  agenU  adrertlsed  the 
War  Department,  Ibat  If  the  General  Ooramment  te- 
fliaed  to  Interfere,  and  tha  Indiana  were  left  to  the  lav 
of  the  Btatee,  the;  wonid  aooB  excbangs  their  landa  and 
remoTB,  BM:  the  end,  howeTor,  la  to  Jnati^  tha 
meana,EU. 

Ooorgla  baa  taken  bar  eooraa,  and  will  psnaa  11^  tiei ; 
the  alteration  of  eoerolon  mast  be  the  reanlt,  881; 
<jlooTgU  standi  perfiHtly  Jnstltled  In  the  etepa  ahe  baa 
ehoeen  to  take  with  rcgvd  to  the  (Aerokeas,  888;  th* 
treaty  of  OalpUntOD,  G88. 

The  treaty  of  De  'Watt's  Corner  settles  the  qnee- 
tlon  with  the  Cherokeea,  SSS;  the  treaty  of  Hopa- 
wdl,e84;  It  maybe  asked,  what  haathhi  treaty  to  do 
wtth  the  qnestlon  between  Georgia  and  tha  Char- 
okaMt  884;  the  oomptet  of  ISOII  aniwen  tha  qnery, 
A84;  npon  the  prlndplea  aiaamed  by  the  adTenart«  of 
the  bill,  <}eorgUstMidaJiutUled,M4;  what  has  baui  at- 
tempted t  OSS. 

Vlll  Coigrees  (Qthoiiae  the  Praddant  to  aialHUio 
territory  belonging  to  tha  United  Btataa,  Aa.  1 088;  the 
aathodty  la  to  make  the  exchange  with  Indiana  who  are 
willing,  888;  la  there  any  thing  alarming  In  thla  prop*>- 
altlon  t  888 ;  nothing  In  tha  bill  uabeeotDlng  a  great  and 
magnanlmons  nation,  GSa ;  the  Ifaaasga  or  the  Preatdent, 
DS8 ;  the  Oirt  attempt  by  an  act  of  Coogreaa  to  oparat* 
dlnctly  on  the  eiat«a,  688 ;  what  will  be  the  praetleal 
operation  of  thla  Indian  protoetlTa  ayitam )  BIS ;  a  oon> 
Slot  oflaira,  840;  proceedings  In  thla  ceaa,  840 ;  we  an 
called  npon  to  dodde  the  sa^eet  aeeording  to  the  prln- 
dplea orabetract  Jnstloe,  840;  oni  title  baa  aluny*  her*- 
tofbre  been  oonsldored  aa  aqlSelant,  SiO;  qoaaUon  tnt 
tha  amendment,  844 ;  other  amendmenta  adopted,  MB; 
blllotdaradtabaengroaaed,5(6;  flirtherprftoe«Ungt,St4 

Ssport  of  the  Committee,  084 ;  mored  to  print  ten 
thoOBiDd  additional  eoplo,  8M;  not  true  that  It  was  not 
the  Intention  of  thla  OoTemmant  and  of  Georgia  to  ro- 
more  the  Indiana  by  ftiree,  884 ;  tbla  denied,  884 ;  Qeor- 
gla  has  treated  the  Indians  within  her  UmlU  with  ho- 
manlty,  844 ;  no  mob  oicitanient  In  Georgia  as  baa  baea 
Imagined,  84T ;  her  relationi  with  the  United  Btatea  an 
pecoUar,  S4T ;  motion  to  poatponc,  841 ;  great  oilaappTO- 
henalen  arista  In  the  eoontry  In  regard  to  thla  Indian 
qneatlan,  MT ;  WM  It  not  proper  Orst  to  know  what 
opinions  the  report  oontndleta,  and  what  It  aCflrmaT  W ; 
enoneoDa  Impreoloni,  W8;  bettor  to  know  what  the 
report  containa,  448 ;  mare  premnptloa  that  the  report 
ia  partial  and  oneelded,  148;  ahonld  not  be  prewed  ta 
rote  blludltildedly  onthlaieeolBllaB,«8;  moOma  car- 
ried, 448, 408. 
InMam*,  &niU(m,— In  the  Honaa,  a  memorial  ralatlTe  to, 
tn ;  Tafgrinca  moiad,  408 ;  propiloty  of  entertaining 
crary  petition,  409;  nselesa  waste  of  tha  tbna  of  Um 
House,  803 ;  cbaractor  of  the  pelldona,  (08 ;  qnestton  of 
ou  Indian  policy  destined  to  create  mneh  dlamadon 
and  feeling.  008 ;  a  f^w  words  by  way  of  oenunaaC  on 
the  memorial,  SOS;  Itappeara  to  hare  twoobJeoti,SOS; 
whenee  the  neoesiliy  of  tho  petitioner's  iDtarOrane^ 
SOB ;  tbis  discoaalon  prematnre,  and  will  reanlt  In  BO  good, 
608;  a  subjeet  at  great  delicacy  and  Importance,  809; 
oommltznent  oppoaad  on  the  gronnd  of  the  Ungiiaga  In 
which  It  liMnohed,  809;  real  Intent  of  tha  sDbaorlben, 
(09;  details  of  tno  memorial,  410 ;  regret  that  the  me- 
morial Hie  not  parmltled  to  go  to  the  Gommlltee  on  In- 
dian Alblrt,  410;  an  ImpertlDeBt  Intenneddllng  with 
other  people's  sSlilia.  810 ;  It  la  time  to  hare  a  deHnlt* 
polley  on  thU  )nl)]act,  411 ;  what  are  onr  afUra,  and 
what  the  affilrsof  the  nation  r  811;  ImpUdt  eonfidenea 
In  the  Integrity  and  inlelUgenea  of  tha  Oonunlttoa  on' 
Indian  AOUrs,  411;  the  nljeet  mtttai  of  thtmamorU 


pntalu  to  tti*  biiMDMi  of  tha  Hodh,  SIS ;  tbli  i1(ht  of 
pcUUim  hu  bwn  dHawd  k  imcrsd,  Oat  III  Marltr  A" 
bnnproTLdadKitlB  thBCDiuUtDUoii,ni;lftb«;lpeik 
iHpKChllr  to  ait  Eqiiw,  It  It  in  w*  tun  m  rlRht  to 
nqulrc.  Sll;  Impoailblo  to  ntrat  tnm  tko  dlHQ>- 
ika  of  tha  gaeiiUoii.  81i;  ttia  ffi  U  MBt  heTtnot 
ovlj  ■•  A  pfltltlon,  but  u  ao  ar^nmant  tn  oppoaltloD  to 
(ho  Tiswi  of  tlia  Preildout,  419:  the  Boaf  dcUata 
tortda  UBAila  dh  ot  Ln  raUUon  to  Georgia  ud  her  poUej, 
lodleata  tba  natiT«  wblch  ptam)iMiIihap«UUoii,(lBj 


iDlBdl 


1  ASatn,  ns. 


■It;  1 


AdirM  7W£at-Ja<  nufa,  loL  1 

iMenaoLL,  Baum  L,  od  tba  oooBpatloa  of  (ho  Or(du 
Birar,  til;  on  lutliriM  Ib  Waahlagton,  RW,  SH;  Bap- 
raaoBtatlTa  fMm  Oooiiacltcat,  Gie  ;  on  Wwt  Fotst 
Asdinj',  tU;  OB  dlplomatlo  aipuiaH,  WT,  (U.  £m 
AuiaA  T<di.  B.  >. 

ImBAH,  Bunu  D.,  on  Tiijton  at  Waat  PalBt,  11. 

/itfaronirM,  Onmntnial;  do.  Ibnlfii;  do.  JVoii.— iSaa 
Aila^ToLd. 

JMratf  tfiu  A)  etrMn  SaUt. — Ib  tha  Baaita,  WU 
proTldii^  tat^  oonaldarad,  414;  hov  (kr  toMj  tho  ac- 
ooonUng  offlean  of  tha  OoremiDeDt  ba  nnthoiliad  to 
to  nndar  tho  bin,  dll;  wXil  doaa  tha  bll!  pnipeail 
4Mi  borti  tha  Inlarut  to  be  aatlmatad  1 414 ;  tor  tha 
(U««u««  ot  Intiroat  on  clalcu  that  hna  b«eu  aUoved 
ud  paid,  414 ;  lutjaet  poitponad,  414i 

iatamoJ  Intprvttminlt,  Bfi>ltiHv*t  oa,  I8L  Sm  Ittdtm, 
Tolt.  T,  B,  *. 

ImmaUd  Oorpt-St  Ittdta,  ml.  G. 

luDBU^  Jaji^  Senatoi  from  North  Carolina,  404. 

iRvn,  TaOMU,  BaprnaBtatlti  f»m  FeaDsrliuli,  S7<L 

Iiwu,  WiLUAH  W.,  £apniantatlTa  fhwi  Ohio,  SIT. 

laMO,  Jacob  C,  on  land  clalmi  in  TanneaHe.  tM ;  Bepra- 


ia,l»I.    fiMjlldlB^TDll.T,e,>. 


jAOKtov,  Aramr,  Totea  Air  tt  Pruidut  la  108;  tM ;  n»- 
tUad«rhlielaetloB,a<;  oommnBkitloIt  to  the  BanaU 
tolaUn  to  U(  Inugontlon,  VS.    fiM  laihB,  Tok.  1, 1; 

JaOt  qT  8tatt*.—Stt  ladn,  ydi,  & 

JuntDM,  Jokatbah,  od  Tlalton  at  Weat  Point,  t;  Sapra- 
•aBtiUTa  from  lodlann,  BIT.  S4*  I^dta,  Tolt.  4,  B, 
T,8,». 

Joan,  Emn,  3t^  BapnaentaUn  from  Deliwu^  EI&, 
Btt  Ittdtm,  ToL  I. 

JoHKios,  Cath,  KapreKotattve  from  Tenneaaee,  GTl 

JoHUMHI,  BiCHAU)  tC,  on  Sabbath  malli,  SN ;  on  tho  Lonla- 
*llt«  ud  Portland  Canal,  WT ;  BapreientatlTe  from 
Kantnokr,  ill;  on  poatponlBf  tba  aketlon  of  Cleit, 
BTS;  onaW»tanianuar7,(H0,bSaian  dlatribntlon  of 
the  pnblle  Undi,  t»4. 

JoHnSToa.  JotiAi  B.,okt>i*>lDUBgflud,S19;  onthedrav- 
back  on  ngir.  Ill ;  on  the  claim  of  HiiaoQ  Bonge,  S81~ 
tSS;  on  thiLoiilaTlUeaiidPDrtlABdCtnAl,!SS;  Benator 
from  LonlilaniL,  401 ;  od  the  Atlomex-Oeneral,  DSl ;  on 
tbe  marine  aarrlsA,  4SG;  on  Foot'i  rMOlDtlon  on  tho 
pabllo  Iiad^  W4. 

Jounuil  qf  fAe  ftdtral  ConvtttUoit. — ,$M  JnAta\  toL  T. 

Journal  iff  (Itt  Old  Oongr—.—Be*  Indta,  toL  S. 

Jitdgf,  FtdHvl,  BkhovoI  i^.Sm  Indra,  Tols.  1, 4. 

JmHeilHy  Bfttnt,  lAe.— In  the  Senate,  ■  repMt  on  tha 
molatlaB  to  aquliiln(  the  dUtrtbuiion  oFJotHea,  «ao- 
tfdered,  tSS ;  a  snlijMt  of  (reat  tfflportansa,  18S ;  all  ad- 
mit the  InequIltjF,  bat  Impsaalbla  to  r«  pott  toj  ipaeUo 
plan,  as;  bUl  laid  on  tha  tablf^  338. 


IntfaaHoiiia,ablll  nlitlfa  la,  eOMidend,  «9;  Ok 
bin  propoaaa  Be  new  theorj— do  nntrted  «zpivlBff^ 
nS;  prominent  pt^le  af  the  JndUal  Ualor?  a4  Ite 
TTnll«dSlalM,«B,«M;  tkecraatontUBa  of  Ihajirii- 
dletloB  of  tbe  Clreiilt  Cowt^  an ;  TiawB  o(  a*  Cm- 
mltlea  iD  nlatlOB  to  the  qnaftka^  ttt ;  In  lafBid  to  Oo 
BtitaaofOhla,  Kentai^,  and  TamuBea,  MI ;  teofnM 


poaing  the  elrtnlt,  tt 
iveU  tbe  boslnaa^  OB;  allutkiB  <r  tba  alx  BOW  SM^ 
LooUiMi,  *«.,n8;  IiaQnaUtriBd  lidaatlM  if  thopn- 
«nt  jyatem  In  apothar  point  of  tIvw,  ttf ;  doaa  tha  ^m- 
oBt  bin  pnaant  tba  beat  pUa  Ibr  ■ 
•t^actDBderiUthaeL 
naaona  for  bolleTlBf  pBblle  oplnlm  oi 
oonvet,  <N ;  Mpiioae  the  wlthdnval  of  tba  Jastleai  tt 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  from  their  dreitlt,  ita'  «flto«t  tpM 
pnblle  opinio,  tSD;  would  (bar  eeuUBiia  tBc^fejthfe 
•iteoriT*  wnldaMe,  aboold  Ib*7  lo  le»g«i  b«  lecB  by 
thepai^of  thaBtalaalKI;  other  nweu ^Blnt  Ite 
irltbdnwal  of  (fa*  Jadgai  from  th*  «lrcal(^  m  ;  tha 
J  Ddgmeot,  Ilka  eTar7  other  keoltjoftho  nklBd,  re^Btita 
uendH  to  prawrro  11*  Tlgoi,  m  ;  (be  p«at  otfaOta 
to  the  paaiagtof  thla  bin,  CBl;  eitaad  tb*  ii  iibI  i  i  rf 
tha]nd«t4,m;npon  tha  Mljeat  ofJndlaU  ^pMBl- 
BWDt^  poblla  opiBlen  baa  almga  baoBooim*,  <M;  !■!■ 
ire  DO  iiHDidga  of  Appellate  Couta  iimiilatlHi  ^  mia* 
this  BlBa  or  teB  Jodgta,  viltb  biTO  baan  (^frared  ij 
exparltnea  t  SH ;  orljln  <rf  tba  pr^dlaa  avJvt  Ibb 
BBmbat,  m ;  datiUt  of  tba  bill,  tH, 

AmaDdmeDt  to  liBUhr  (h*  powen  aad  dntiia  «(  Oo 
ClreBlttotbalHsIilfltCoBrtit«B;dOMlUabD]ean7at 
baDafltaoftbaJndldarrtoan  thaBtit«TnS;  ^irlJm 
of  the  Dflttlot  Coirta,  In  aoma  eaiea,  final  BBd  «iwl>- 
rira,  «S)  dnttat  tl  the  JaaHeei  of  tbe  BnpmBa  C«nt 
of  two  kind*,  «U  J  OD(bt  not  to  rMort  (o  iBdepeB^M 
OliCBit  Conrto  and  jsdgia.  If  1  better  plaa  isb  ba  4*- 
ilaed,<H;  ezuanc  piejudloaei  tUtnt^aelcuHtba 
thefroltot  experlaBee,(Mj  how  la  It  tbattberMVio 
Uam  tb*  law*  aad  ptKtlMt  tt  tba  SOtaTtM;  S 
la  aild  that  the  Jaitteaa,  If  wltbdrawa  from  tta  dt- 
ODlb,  wonld  OMtM  (o  (ba  olt;  of  WaaUngtoa,  U!;  K 
wonIdBotbeitblB(ofanraa,aT;  tba  Joatkia  ef  A* 
Bnppem*  Ooait  ongbt  to  ba  wllbdiBwn  ham  tba  dr- 


the  Weatam  Btale^  618 ;  oalr  tan  Sttfaa  tr^  tte 
net  wu  paaaad,  V8;  tba  aarratb  elttid^  4M;  !*••■ 
aBt  aoBditlon  <^  tba  nine  Weatam  and  fliiaTbaidMi 
Blataa  In  rdkrenee  to  tbe  qientlon  oT  tbe  Ftdnd  Jrf> 
darr,  (81;  will  thla  t^  atticd  th*  mamtj  wbkb  lb* 
aiLitIng  erlla  reqnlraf  MD;  plan  to  SBSwor  tba  Jait  di- 
nand*  of  the  Vott,  441 ;  what  !•  tba  .^~~^-.^M  pa- 
poaed  bnt  a  re-enaotment  of  tbe  iTitMB  oriBMIM; 
Durud  Imalitlbl*  alt)«et>oDa  te  It,  HI;  (uttet  »- 

Are  the  erlla  BtleBdiBf  tba  piBiitlal  oponUoa  af  Wi 
BTatemtneh  uFaqolraurreDtdTr  Wi;  tba erllt ok- 
plaloedot  tU;  doaa  thli bill  rDmbh  Imib  in  iiliiijiiH 
rtatij  tbr  ailatJng  eifli,  ud  tba  beat  whkb.  a^a  iB 


au,  ba  adopted  Uum  that  wUeh  locnaaaa  Ibt  iaiff, 
KS;  lttaDdatodlTldather^paHltaiUt)-,(adtbu^^B- 
lib  the  welfht  of  It,  lU;  an  Inereaaa  in  tha  ■amber 
toDda  to  ptodaoa  leai  eoaceDtndon  of  bcUob,  Ae.,  (H 
ilao  to  Impair  pnblie  eonadonaa  In  tba  eoalt,  «4:  U 
tW0WBra,te4;  hj  Insreialng  od  the  prlndpla  of  tbia  UB, 
Diaj  It  not  baeome  Impoaaible  to  d^ialeb  tba  hiialBiM 
^tUaeoutf  nOi  amendmut  propoasd  te  b*  Q&mtl, 

an. 

Tba  ar*t«m  af  1B1>  pnltnbK  n;  snitenttr  iM 


paraunenM  ■»  to  bg  ilnwd 
cUrj  arMam,  Kt ;  two  pluu  bntnctit  beftirs  the  etun- 
Dilttao  bf  til*  bill  ind  vnandoiaDts,  (M ;  tb>  proposed 
intern  la  act  idtpUd  to  tb*  aonntry,  anl  mait  be  flndllT 
■beadoned,  tK;  no  belief  tbit  Iba  oonit  «B  b*  nude 
boCtar  b^  InimulDg  Uw  aumb«r  of  Jndgei.  tU. 

Tbe  inl^lMt  en*  of  utnm*  dlOlealt;  end  Osllae]', 
«ST;  UkeDoatsptonUi  tba  prMant  bold  of  tbe  Bd- 
pnme  Court  Dpon  pnbUo  eateem,  K&;  u  Idcthh  of 
]lid(D)  vlll  luTe  ■  tendennr  to  dcctnr  tbo  eonfbdonta 
ebineter  oT  tba  Conrt,  UB;  tbe  oeiuldentlon  of  econ- 
omji  KK(»  the  pnpoeed  obui^  Dot  Decvnarj.  QA8. 

Hislor;  of  tbe  jodloUl  lyetam  at  tbe  United  BCatei, 
(TS;  tbe  doetrlna  which  npodlitei  the  Idok  ofrepre- 
aeotatlon  In  the  JodJcUl  depurtmeDt  la  uH-npubllaa, 
CT4 ;  (big  Idoa  npndUted,  EI4 ;  meulBK  of  the  term  ]s- 
dldi!  npreaentatlen,  STA;  Aie  tbe  Jodfee  nopontible 
to  the  people  t  tlB ;  Airtbei  eiplaaiUoti,  nS.  ^M  Judaic, 
ioli.i,8,B. 


Km,  Suu  K^  on  aehoo]  laBda  iaUlBladppl,IS8;  Beutot 
from  nUnoli,  4M ;  oa  »  mlUMrr  pemoa  eatabllabment, 
411    Stt  India,  Toll.  S,  >. 

Kmui,  Jdufb  G^  BepnesDtitly*  tTom  ICuaMhaaatti, 

ere. 

Knxos,  'WiLUAK,  BepruedtatlTe  ftvm  Ohio,  GTT. 
Xaofwiv,  TOU  Ibr  Pnisldeat  In  isas,  SH.    ^taA<fe^Toli. 

f  efqm  Callttti—Stt  Jndtm,  ToL  >. 

Knfo,  Adih,  BepnaantUlTe  from  FoniurlnBla,  BTI.    &a 

/mfeB,Tal.«. 
Kma,  puiim,  BapnaeBtidTa  from  K*w  York,  STIL 
Km*,  WiLtuaB^Seiutar  bum  Alabama,  «M.    AaJndai^ 

Toli.l\e.T,^». 
JEnsuD,  JoBK,  SepraseDtatlTe  from  Kentod^,  BTl 
EUDiKT,  NtHBitAH  &,  Benatof  from  Shode  laliod,  4U ;  tn 
«  oOmii  of  tba  BeTolnUoD,  MS.    Bm  Jndta,  toIi. 


T.^8. 


LafiiyitU,  graHtudt  Ia,~gi4  Iitdam,  Tola.  1,  S,  T,  B. 

Zate  Bt^tritr  Oopptr  MiiiM.—St  AdaB,  icb.  ^  T,  8. 

IiAHUiiHnmT  Qt^  BapnNolatlTe  (torn  OeorgU,  CTtj 
ladtaa  afiUi^  »8. 

Xoodt  >r  AtkwMM.— iSm  IndtK,  toL  T. 

ZdadOoliiu,  OnvtrmoMM^aarteta.— In  tbe  Senate, 
bUlt«lattTaloeertalDalilmalnl[liilailppl,(IST;  norad 
to  Inaert  tUtj-  eanti  per  ten,  GIT ;  not  coDalilant 
tbe  ^Ifbtad  lUtb  of  tbe  OoTemment,  GIT ;  futber  de- 
tain, GIT  1  bill  oidarad  to  be  angmeBsd,  GS8. 

Lami  nUat  t»  LnMiKta,  do.  Mi»iour*,—Stt  India, 
TOLT. 

Jowla,  WtUnL^-8«»  ladtia.  Toll.  1,  S,  i,  0,  T,  AiiUo 
ZcHHtaL 

L>1,  Pkiaa,  on  land  elilDia  lo  Tennaaas^  fllG ;  Bapreaent. 
atlTa  fMm  Tanneaaaa,  GT&    ^IM  Itidta,  toL  >. 

Zaixf  Jflua  (/JflatovHL—In  the  SeDat«,tba  bill  Ibr  tba 
Mia  nt,  ooBildared.  MtT ;  bill  oonSned  to  the  mine*  with- 
in tbe  Btata,  tOT;  tbeaa  mlaea  of  TatrUttla  proflt  to 
tBjhoAj,  SDT ;  bill  ardeiad  (o  be  angnaiad.  SM, 

Ltad  Ml»4t,  raunid  aoif  iff.-~Si*  Imljm,  Tola.  T,  >. 

LtooiOTOii,  Joam,  BapreiaitallTe  from  K*Btiisl7,  BIl 

I^mn,  lauA  «■  tba  Cbaaapaaka  ud  Oblo  Canal,  IM 
8t4lndtii,teL». 
s,  Qnoxa>  Q^  BapreaentatlTa  from  PamuTlTinta,  BTl 
SevToik,GTa. 
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Lnosu,  BoniT  P.,  BepreeantaUT*  from  Kentnd^,  DTI ; 

.  mileage  of  membert,  GH.    Bh  Tadta,  toIi.  T,  >. 
Lnra,  DiiDH  H.,  BepreaentitlTe  tVom  Alabama,  BTT;  an 

strlbntloii  of  pDbUo  luda,  KM. 
Idberia  Aetaey.-^Stt  ladtiii.  Tola.  B,  I. 
IXirary  «*  Co*Qrt»L~at*  Iitdtai,  toL  1. 
IMrary  of  Mr.  Jij^mrt.—Stt  India,  toL  G. 
IAiiilmant-Otittrai.—Si»  India,  toL  G. 
Idghl  Hmue  DuUil^Sii  India,  toL  S. 
14mUatU»i,  SlatnUi  t^.~Sii  India,  vola.  1,  <, 
LiTTU,  Pim,  on  Che  lata  Gaoanl  Bion,  Tl.    Bu  bidm, 

il*.  *,  H  «,  T,  8,  ». 
Um  (tai  7VRibar.'-&a  Indm,  Tola.  T,  9. 
LimraBTOir,  Edwud,  od  lb*  lata  Qaneral  Brovn,  19, 80; 

traitr,  141;  on  Foofa  naolotloli  on  tha  pnblls  laodi, 
4M;  oaOoDiitloBttodeaf  and  dDmbaajlimiiGia.  8m 
AuI«HToU.l,»,4,S,». 

laa*  Bm.—SM  Indta,  nl  0. 

Locxn,  Jdbb,  on  land  slalma  In  Tanneaaee,  18S,  Sit.  Bt 
JiuiMi,  Tola.  B,  9. 

LaU,  Public,  in  WaAin^tim.—Bt  IniUa,  toL  1. 

LoUtU*  t*  VaaUfi^linL— In  tba  Honaa,  a  blU  to  DOntbriM 
In  Ibrce  an  act  intboiUng,  AOh  oosildend,  MB;  th* 
pilnclpla  la  odlona,  Inunonl,  ud  Impolltle,  8SS ;  ftuthat 
debate,  SH ;  blU  reeommlttod,  tSi. 

LnMana,  TOta  Ibr  Pieeldant  la  isas,  8H.  Sit  fniUn, 
Tola.  4  B,  8,  B. 

Lvt^tUma,  Pnmum  ^.—Si*  India,  Tola.  1, 1.  Tnatg, 
tea  India,  toL  S.  Tirritory,  (M  India,  Tola,  t,  i. 
ataU,  Mn  India,  tdL  t. 

LninOi  and  Poriland  Oanal.—ln  the  SenaU,  a  UU  an- 
thorI(liigaiibaaiptlontotliaatookai;«maldared,lM;  tbt 
canal  cannot  ba  coraplated  wtthoat  the  aid  of  GoTam- 
DMnt,  S88 ;  eipendltnn  had  fbr  oicHded  tba  eatinialaa, 
Vt ;  mnch  (reatar  work  than  wi«  aoUdpited,  EST ;  the 
but  thonid  lie  on  tbi  table  nntll  the  qBesUon  of  diitrl- 
bnUon  of  tbe  pnblio  mono;  waa  eatllad,  UT ;  not  a  load 
w«k,UT;  Impoitanoeoftha hill,  181;  notanawappU- 
oadou,  KS ;  blU  onleied  to  1  third  reading,  NS. 

La<inn,TAUi>,9aeretu7orth*S«nate,«M.  B—Ittdm^ 
Tola.  a,*. 

Lmrxiit,  TiuoH,  on  emigration  of  Indiana,  IS,  IT.  U ;  on 
Indian  appnprlatlana,  188 ;  BapreaantatlTe  fKm  0«or> 
gla,  BT8 ;  on  Boatbani  Indiana,  818.    Sit  India,  toL  9. 

Ltok,  Cnii'iuiun,  BaprawntttlT*  from  Kentnok;,  GTlL 
^la  India,  toL  t. 


Vism,  Jomr,  EapnaentatlTa  ttom  Htw  Toik,  ST8.    8— 

Matt  TlL^lt^-Bi*  mim,  nL  T. 

JTiKm,  Aam*-lon  i^.—Sh  Indaa,  toL  8. 

jraliu,T0taltvP>Mldontliil8S8,SH.   «ia  AdM,  Tcda,  8,  tL 

Malm  Song*.  CSa4m  ig:— In  tbe  Benat*.  a  bill  to  proTld* 
Ibr  tba  a^JadloatJon  oj;  181) ;  motion  to  poalpoua  la 
illoit  Unia  flir  Inquiry,  ISl ;  baa  been  belbr*  CoBgrMi 
twentr-llTe  jaan,  and  tbe  holden  dare  not  lall  th« 
landa,  ISl ;  further  remarka,  981 ;  propoaal  lo  nttt  to  a 
Jodldal  deslalon,  lU ;  noC  oompoleot  Ibr  Oon(tMi  to 
paaanob  a  law,  KM;  tba  power  fbr  IndlTldaBla  tobttic 
BolB  ^nit  Btatea  taken  away,  9SG;  tltla*  to  all  tba 
cbilnu  ■Imlliu',  tSG ;  bsla  of  tb«  cue,  ISS ;  almoat  BO 
land  add  In  Lonliiana,  and  bar  priTata  clilma  nl]a4]<>dl- 
oatad  Ibi  twentr-BTB  jeara,  981 ;  there  uiata  In  arerr 
OoTomment  i  power  of  (tTlnglbe  olttiea  *  remodr 
•galBit  Ibc  OoTariiDent,  9)18 ;  bill  ordered  to  b<  an- 
groeaed  Jbr  a  third  readlhg,  SH    5u  Ahfee,  toL  & 

Mt^tT'Qiniral,  QgUi  qj^~In  tbe  Hoiue,abiU  to  abMIA 
the  ofBoa  it,  ewuldar*!!.  1T9 ;  moUon  to  atrlka  ont  tbe 
ieotlon  plaelng  mllltla  oflloar*  next  after  oflHoHi  of  Uka 


fnde  La  lbs  nfnlu  •mr.  111 ;  dt^ndu  mlllUi  olllMn, 
IT);  ir  lli«  bill  pui.  It  wUl  nffoid  tlw  Piuldat  u  op- 
portsnltj  to  pine*  M  tlu  toil  of  th*  umr  M>  (bl*  ud 
«IELd«Dt  HUD  Ln  time  of  wu,  ITl ;  uiuiidmBnt  agnti 
to,  ITS,-  ^dhUod  on  tb<  !«»■(<  of  the  bill, IIS;  otJKtJ 
o(  tb*  bill  tu  ImpmT*  Ui«  omnlMUnii  «(  tba  itmr-  K 
(0  reduce  Iti  expeoM*,  ITS ;  will  It  ImproTe  tlie  orgu- 
laUODlo  t(l(>a*er  lUnillliHTtieklTlIS;  aotUac  to 
fMomnund  thlApnipoeltloiiflTft;  dorA experleaoe  piore 
thit  U7  iDcli  Ouwnl-lJi-Clilef  I>  nioimij}  1T>;  th* 
pkn  of  Ur.  CiUiMm  tu  tba  tedneUoB  of  the  tiaj,  IH; 
wbere  ibiU  we  And  preeedend  lo  leBammtBd  tUi  or- 
pilntloa  of  tb*  tna;  I IM ;  np  to  tbe  nalc  of  Culonel 
th«  an«ert  here  m  zicbt  to  be  re^olerlf  pnmoted,  hot 
b<7oiidtb*tnBl,lIS;  ttae  ewe  of  OiB.  BrawB,lIG;  ■ 
Ttow  of  tba  oigiULlutiiiii  of  tb*  may  end  tbe  powui  of 
Dmud,  ibowlv  tbittbls 
ItA  AAuo  LmpUai,  bat  a  uelaie  iteUoa, 
Kope  of  the  fDnoUoaa  of  the  Bocretarj 
»  and  dotiai  of  tha  Oenanl-ln-Cblt^ 
or  VTUi^mFDt  of  troope  to  etiUoiie, 
a  of  troopi^  lIC;  reeniltlBg,  IIT;  etbar 


i«,m;l 


«1T>. 


""■  ■"■  BoLLn  C^  on  Tiilton 

dnwbect  on  nSnad  ingu,  >IB ;  on  land  olnlmi  In  Ten- 
IiHKe,iVT;  on imendlDg the rnlei, 8M ;  BepieeeilnUTe 
than  Temont,  BTl ;  aa  dletrlbutlDti  of  the  pnbUe  ludi, 
CHMS;  on  A  Vealani  nmiaTT,  ESS :  on  ■  dnwbuih  on 
eoUon  begging,  ITS.    8t*  IniUta,  lolj.  T,  S,  S. 

HUMKT  D'AnmiTi,  cue  oi;  aes  Indta,  tdL  >. 

Uuuu,  JOHR  U^  on  the  ■dJoDinment  of  CeagraH,  lEO. 

Jfiv4lM  &rvie*,—lis  the  Saute,  reeolntlanB  ralitlTa  In,  oon- 
•Idared,  *SS ;  u  otJecdDiuble  moda  of  obtdolng  Infor- 
nutlDn,  IBS;  reaeoai  fin  offering  the  ruolntlen^ 48S ; 
an  althai  iDaitDea  or  loldlen  naoauarr  at  part  of  the 
anaad  fcne  SB  board  a  Tuiel  of  waillSt;  tha  dlMloe- 
Uon  at  ponUhmanti  between  eoldlen  and  aallon^  4B4 ; 
marlnea  not  Indl^wuable  to  eea  aerrloe,  «84 ;  theran 
not  neceuar]-  to  guard  tha  Hamen  and  pnTunt  mntlB/, 
tB« ;  ean  ttaair  eanlee  be  dlapauad  with  wlthoot  lojurr  t 
ISe ;  cwinot  Beamen  be  employed  In  Ueu  of  ouitnn  at 
ODT  naval  atatlouT  tSR;  neoluUon  nnneesHarj-,  iSt; 
nfarred  to  the  ConuulUae  on  Naval  AJUra,  ISO. 

H*ui,WiuuM,  on  (he  aonuaaree  of  tba  Wa*t,M»;  on 
BarolBtlaaarr  penaioaa,  BtS;  Beoator  from  Fennirl- 
Tenia,  4H;  on  Intareat  dna  to  eactaln  BItitt,  Ut;  on 
donatlatu  to  doaf  and  dumb  ingtltutlons,  all,  fill.  Sat 
A<tM%  vote.  8, 1. 

ILua,  ALU,  BapreaantaUfs  from  Feaosjlvanla,  BTL 

Mann^ViuiutD.,  on  Indiana  In  North  CaraU(ia,l«i  on 
tha  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  IC 
from  Boutb  CaroUna,  MS ;  on  dtilitbi 
lu>d<,&3a,(M    &M  J«l«v  ToL  «. 

Hamxv^Li,  Hnmi  C,  BepnucntaUTe  bwn  New  York, 
SIS.    Set  Iwlat.  TolL  T,  &,  *. 

Maryland  MemoHai  om  Ue  lot*  tf  IfaiUnia  AJblrt^ 
Stt  /iKfaiv  ToL  B. 

Martland,T0ti,tBi7ifiaaainlfti&,ttt.  5w /ik1«^ Tola. 
1.  !.  *,*.«,  1,8. 

JtaitaeliuHia  Mtmoriia  •»  Oa  War  tf  ISIS.— 5m  /wfee, 

TOl.B. 

MauaiAtitilU  Clotoi^In  the  Benata,  a  bill  to  prorlde  tba 
p«jiaeDtol;iDtrDdiioad,41S;  a  bill  lo  auttaorlie  the  paj- 
mant  at  cooeldered,  GBA  \  itatemant  of  the  nature  of  tha 
alalm,  ASS ;  Ida  totloD  of  CoogreB  upon  It,  bii ;  opinion 
ta  the  Committee,  Stt;  IC  U  tha  elelm  of  two  SUIe^ 
5tfi;  praaeated  *Bd  nrgad  for  pajment  b;  eTorj  Admin- 
latratlon  In  MwaaebuHtU,  BST :  a  few  ramarkB  In  rela- 
tion lo  It,  WI;  prooaedlngt  upon  tha  dalm  by  tha  Oeu- 
eral  OorenimenC,  WI ;  bill  ordand  bo  Ihlrd  reading,  DSS. 

Maaaekutmi  itUttta  Oaiatt-St*  fftdec.  Tola.  B,  9. 


n  IfiM,(Bd.    Smiaita, 
mriqiltil^  BTI.    ^ 


XatiatAttulU,  Tote  fn  Fra^dant  In 

Tola.  1,1.  «,*,*«,  a. 

Kaxwxu,  Liwii,  BapreaantatlTe 
/■dM,  ToL  R. 

Uaxwkll,  Taoiua,  Triiiaimiiilalliii  from  So*  Toik,  IVIS. 

MaVBtOnntd Lti^lmftom Baad.~la  tha  Buata,»UI]a- 
tboililBS  a  MbavlpUOB  to  the  (lock  et  esa^Mnd,  on; 
eananr  man  ea;  In  what  thli  ayatam  Utoandfan; 
couaqnanna  of  paaalni  thia  bm.  MS ;  oooattaa  itf  Vir- 
ginia Ak  want  of  good  reada,  US ;  In  Tain  lo  ni|«Lai«t 
tha  banadti  of  chli  arit<iD,rWl  In  rain  Tlr^Ua  jn- 
Icatad,  MS;  euatomarj  to  rfdlaole  tha  Tli(li^  dce- 
tdnea  of  lata  Toatt,  BIO ;  bU  pawd  the  Benat^  nt. 

UoCoi,  Wiuuii,  a  cadata  at  Weat  ColBl,  S;  aa  had 


la.i,liB,I,Bi». 


til*. 

llGDiin'i^Q>DBe^DnnaTBlBpi»ifiitatlaBa,6.4;  aa^p*- 
ptlBtlaiill]rTUtonatVeatralBt,S;  ntheem^raltaB 

of  Indiana,  14-lS ;  on  tha  lata  Oanaial  Btowb,  Tt-Q; 
on  the  nilff  bll],8T;on  tha  oOoe  <<  H^or-Ontal, 
ITS;  rap«taonthaaiaaultanthal>rMM»t'iBe(n^, 
IT> ;  on  the  drawback  on  refined  lugar,  MS,  MB ;  Btgt*- 
■aauClTafrDiaSanthCatoIfB^DTSi  OB  tba  p*7  oT^aa- 
ben,aM.  £te /nifa^  ToU  T,  B,  I: 
Uolirmi,  EcTca,  BcpreaantatlTa  (nm  tlalna,  BTft    BM 

XoKmiiT,  Jon,  on  tha  Northaaitan  baundarj.  SO;  Sua- 
ator  ftom  Alabama,  iM ;  on  tha  moqntad  liihutiy  U& 
DOO,  BCS ;  00  donatlooa  to  deaf  and  dnmb  InstitatiaM, 
Bll;  on  the  Patent  OfBoe,  Ml ;  on  tha  AttcmeyJla- 
cnl,a31.    Am /iidegi,  ToL  >. 

HoUai,  ViLuiit,  on  Indian  em[gntl«i,  lB,a8;  <■■  tk* 
Chenpeahc  and  Ohio  Canal,  147;  on  OewgU  ddm^ 
3H.    i:M/iKlaiii,Tiila.a,>. 

HoLun,  JoHH,  on  the  aInUng  (tand,  M;  ScMlor  fica 

IlllD0ll,«M. 

lOadt't  Claim  wxler  tlU  Florida  Treaty. — In  the  Hou^ 
a  bill  fiir  the  raUef  of  Bldianl  V,  Ueade.  ouBidatad, 
4fi;  etatemant  of  tha  claim,  U;  tha  l«dlng  beta  mt 
peluM  of  the  case,  19;  what  wag  the  remcdj  vtvM<A 
bj  the  tnat;  tor  thota  eltliana  of  the  Unliod  Sottt, 
wboae  claim  to  relief  from  Bpain  had  beoi  reuaanaadr 
dfi ;  Ueadc  among  tha  eatUaat  of  the  dafanaata  who  m^ 
pUed  fbr  relief  U ;  the  amonnt  of  hla  eUm,  lad  tha 


fMm  Spain  reqDlred,dT;  tooa  ofths  8_ 
41;  adherence  of  tha  Board,  4T;  apfjlotlaa  ta  tto 
Court  at  Madrid,  IT;  eiplraUonoftha  tlmoSxadtf  to 
treaty,  41 ;  Meade  deprlTsd  of  hb  rtgtati  BBdartho  tnafr; 
48;  whatthaiieanbedDnal4fi;  [fliipaajtloa  af  thtClD- 
IQlttee,d>;  another  Tiew  of  the  e«e,  41,00;  opcartat 
ground  l>  II  that  tba  OoTeniment  of  the  United  EtalM 
are  Doff  aallad  npon  to  pay  Ihla  anannaai  deimf  S; 
ta  what  will  the  paaeage  of  thle  bm  leadTSB;  the  ps- 
Ucular  proTlaloai  of  thla  bill  highly  awopUoaabln  H; 
dllbratit  gnnukdi  taken  at  dlOkrenl  tlm«  by  )t«*d*  ta 
relation  to  thla  bill,  E8. 

nnflUieaa  of  the  Honaa  to  ba  a  trfbonal  B*  a*  4«6- 
alon  of  pcinta  elalmi,  TO ;  why  are  Dot  tha  dDC««ti 
DeoaNary  la  tnetaln  thfg  alalm  ppadBoedt  It;  let  them 
be  prodneed  befbre  the  AndlUng  Oommltt«a  l»  appatat- 
ed,Tl;  it  hu  baaa  aaM  that  tbt  pnMge  of  thk  biE  win 
not  eommlt  tha  Honaa  on  thla  (lalm,n;  Aurthare^ag 
tloni,  Tl ;  BTcry  OovaruaMit  ta  banad  to  preteet  Ita 
eltlun>,n;  haTa  »t  thatlalMd  BtatM  dtaibaiTed  ta 
good  blth  all  the  obUpttona  bapaaed  Bpon  thm  b7  to 
treaty  ITI;  bill  T^fwitad ;  TI.    Aa /lUao^  ToL  (. 

XtdiUmntam  TnuUSM Iliiim,yA  *. 

Mmbf  (tf  Omar—,  apptialfimiUf.r'St*  hitm,  tsI  1 


,Coe>^lc 


Huou,  Csiua  S„  od  tha  Chtapatka  ud  Okto  C«a*la, 

IDI;  ~  't-  ^ki.  n.„..  ..»  .  —  .V -1.  „  ....  p — 

Iduit'B  BaettXij,  IM 1  on  Um  Oiimb«rUnd  Botid,  B28 1 
on  UMudlDg  tha  rnlia,  SSt ;  B«i»ciuiUI1t«  from  Tlr- 
gIiiii,SI«.    fie/ndot  Toll.  8,11. 

Mtmagt,  It  Sd  audou  of  SOth  Codckh,  MO;  nlitlTa  (o 
Pinuu  docnnunU,  SH;  at  lit  MMloa  of  SOth  Con- 

jautaiy  Aeaiumf  and  JotHimtlM-A*  InOM,   tdIs. 

jautary  Roadt.—SM  Iitdp^  toL  T. 

jrUWa  ai»H(-jrafMi>J.-Ia  tlie  Boom,  a  nMlattna  rala- 
tlT*  to,  OMiidand,  S 1  annndnmit  pnipoaod,  8;  aotllia 
prlrUega  nf  a  Commltlaa  at  OmglMi  to  uj  vhtB  awl 
bov  doGDmonta  ihonld  bo  pilntad,  S ;  iha  uodo  ladl- 
e*tadbrtlwoid<raf  UoHooao,!;  objeot  of  UaCom- 
nlttea  that  tho  paoiila  iIuKild  not  kan  Um  dooOBMiit* 
wIthaUa  ^oonrf  to  aoBomfaiir  than,  >;  what  Maud 
et  OauanlJacluoii'i  voold  HT  tb«fa  doeoDMnli  ahonld 
not  fo  forth  obCU  hfa  friond*  had  pnpand  a  oommSD- 
tair  r  1 ;  tha  conna  pamiad  at  tb*  lut  tflan,  t  \  what 
la  tha  iBblaite  natoi*  of  the  gniatlon  dov  hafera  the 
Honaa  I  i ;  ihall  tha  doeoBunU  Iw  piliitod  with  rn  with- 
out tho  report  of  tha  Commlttaa  f  4 ;  tha  Commlttco 
oanaored,  <l;  two  dbtluct  aerloa  of  prtntliiK  osa  am- 
bncei  EiKDtJTB  doenmeDta,  and  tha  othor  M^ofta  of 
CommltlMa,  * ;  rexdatloD  paaiad,  1!.    Aw  ludaa,  toL  IL 

Uiun,  DunLff^on  eadeta  atWut  Pofnl,  8; 
(tjr*  tma  PonurlTaoia,  tM\  on  Jndlan  i 


JHut— In  tha  Hoaao,  a  blU  nlatlTo  to,  coiuldand,  1» ;  pro- 
Tlalou  of  tho  bill,  lU ;  oar  atandanl  for  tho  alio;  of 
gold  and  atlror,  lU ;  siplaaalion,  IM ;  bUl  oidorad  to  a 
third  reading,  148. 

A  reaolation  to  Inqdlra  Into  tha  oxpodloocj  of  a 
branch  mint  In  Iforth  Carolina,  reooniidarad  an ;  In- 
lereatlug  lalbnnatlon  would  be  alldtad  hj  auiih  an  In- 
qiiir7,  HI ;  neceail^  at  aoch  a  braneh,  Wl ;  raaolattoa 
CHTled,  U8.    Ste  IndtB,  Tola.  1,  a, 

laratda-i  jaiptaM<n.—Set  Htdta,  tdL  4. 

JflwlM^FpC  JNosT,  A«  •u«<0afM*  4^— &a  Adc^  ToL  )L 

Mnt-iiipi  aatt.—aa  Iiidaa,  tdL  0,  TtiHIort.  3—  In- 
iia,mLt,Tirril«rUi. 

MfOHppt,  Tota  fbr  Prealdaat  In  UK,  871.    St  lmd«t, 

Toue. 

jnaaow<—,SM  Iii4n,  Tola.  4,  B,  1,  T. 

jrtMDvr^,  TOte  for  Fraaidant  la  laSS,  SM.     St  iwf«v 

TOUI^B. 

JtlMouH,  Land  Claimt  tn—ln  tho  Saaata,  a  bUl  fOr  tha 
Dual  adjulooat  o(  conaldared,  ISij  aikad  for  b;  tba 
L^UIatnri  of  tha  Btaia,  JSt ;  pnmalnra  to  aet  on  tha 
aul^act  at  this  tlma,  aa  thare  la  a  law  Ibnltall  aa  to  tlma, 
SS4  i  the  *amo  law  paaaad  b;  Oongraaa  haa  haea  ooa- 
■traad  dlflbranttf  aa  jraa  and  no,  £84 ;  ajuandmanta 
offerad  and  paaaod,  and  bill  ordered  to  tba  third  read- 
ing. tU.  , 

'  HConthaadJonminent  <ifCo>lgnHi,l«); 
m  Indian  appropriaUont,  1ST ;  on  tha  oeanpaUon  of  tho 
)rtgoa  BlTor,  >».    BHlndta,  nit.  l,%t. 

uuj  B.,  on  tho  UumbetUnd  Boad,  SH.    Aa 
Jndw^  Toll,  e,  It 

VjTcatu.,  Qioaan  K,  BepreaentatiT*  from  Uarjland,  MO. 

Uonu,  BoiUT,  BeproaontatlTB  from  Naw  York,  CT& 

Jforma  D<Ktrint,—Set  IndtB.  voli.  a,  t, 

Uonaui,  WiLLuK,  tAe  «t«e  itl^— In  tha  Honia,  a  numorUl 
relatira  to,  affarad,  IBS ;  the  allagitloa  that  an  offleer  of 
the  United  States  at  Nlagaia  reeelTad  and  Imprlaoned  a 
man  wltbent  legal  aathott^,  IDS;  Ooograai  nothing 


D  do  with  tho  Babjoct.183; 

lemorlal  to  the  FrealdenC,  II 

wUeh  tha  Honaa  onght  not  to  Interfera,  Idl ;  t 


e,in;i 


a  fori 


eomplalnt  balongi  to  the  notlee  of  tha  Goremment,  110; 

ttaoiiiemotiBloDghtto([atothe£xeciiaTe,lTO;  mottao 

thni  to  nta  carried.  111. 
JfcUar  <if  OotHiifd^rt  J'4rvy.~St*  Hidae,  toL  T. 
Hounltd  Tufttntry.-^ln  the  Senate,  a  blU  relatlTO  (o,  oon- 

alderod,48T;  foatureaattheblU,4tT;  one  objoet  toglTo 

defonee  and  protection  to  the  trading  cararana  between 

hnaaoui1andUedoa,4>S;(UrtharraDurkB,d9;  bUlor- 

darad  to  ba  angnaaed,  bOO. 
Xtrwuttd  Trvopt.—S^i  Jndta,  toL  4. 
Uimuirnms,  H.  A.,  KapreoanlatJni  from  Pennajrlvanla,  9I& 


Sational  ObttTvatoryj—Su  Irtdta^  toI*.  8,  El 
yalar-aaaaUcn  Zaua— In  tha  Honaa,  a  bill  to  amend,  oMt> 

ildarad,  1811 ;  roaaoni  for  tha  bill,  1S>.    £M  7MfatB,  ndh 

l.S,4 
yatal  BtpMt4.—Et»  Indea,  toL  T. 
Xava  Ptntlo»  yknd^-£it  Ada,  tdL  T. 
Soma  SiAooL—Bae  IndtB,  toL  8,  and  Indtm,  tU.  •,  Sinai 


Saval  JUobHataHn^  Appr<ipr*Minu.—la  tha  Hon■^  th* 
bill  naUiig^pToprlatlonstorllMntTalMrTliwot  JSta, 
oonaldarad,  t;  what  la  tha  Inoreaso  in  tho  number  of 
olBcen  I  G ;  the  Inaraaaad  apprDprlatloD  tat  thlt  Item  ta 
(80,000,(1;  the  aetnal  lnereaBa,8;  the  onlj  limit  li  In 
reatrlctlng  theli  par,  G;  Improper  that  Che  nnmbei  of 
oAoera  ihonld  be  loft  dlacretlonary  with  the  BieontlTO, 
B;  not  expedient  to  fix  a  peace  tatabllihiaent,  S ;  eaoMi 
which  led  to  an  Incraaae  of  tha  navj,  C;  the  eatlmata 
ahonld  be  compared  with  the  upenaea,  ft ;  number  of 
oSoan  emplojed  ia  not  to  be  regoUted  bj  the  number 
of  Tovali  In  commiBelaD,  S ;  the  Hary  Department 
ahonld  ba  permitted  to  arrange  the  nomber  of  olDcen  oa 
It  thought  proper,  9  \  tha  dieeratlon  td  tha  Department 
Improperly  exerdaed,  8;  the  nnmbflr  of  ofllcolo  not  too 
great  for  a  pormanent  peace  eatablUhmant,  S  \  danger 
apprehended  from  the  rlaoof  plTacj  In  the  Weet  iDdle^ 
8 ;  the  Hooae  t*a  chaek  the  ippidBting  pawgr  br  tb* 
amonnt  tl  appropriation!,  8;  Onr  commcroe  had  r^ 
qnlred  inocaaaat  proteetfoB,  T ;  no  nnnlng  and  aehool- 
Ing  reqntrad  to  fbrm  tho  able  offloer,  T. 

Appn>pitatloa  to  porohjua  Ut«  oak  timber  landmored, 
7 ;  otpject  to  extlngulah  prlrata  titlei,  7 ;  other  amend- 
Dunta  moTod,  7.    iSm  Aden,  Tola.  1,  i  8,  4,  fi, «,  7,  8. 

ITattt/aMon  LaVK—SM  Indtm,  voL  4 

KtgraUt  UdtiappUg  if,—Stt  Adas,  toL  S. 

Iftr<Mt,/nt,tit  Ot*  JHOHet  i^  QOmMa^Stt  Jitd«v 
ToLS. 

jr«iBai»if>aiUr«,Tetefi>rPiMld«nttDlSl^SM.  AaAdo, 
Tola.  1,8, 8,  4.  II,  4  8. 

JTaw  Jtrtti/,  iota  Ibr  Fruldent  In  ISM,  8S4.  »i  Indtm, 
Tota.l,»,a,4,6,«,8. 

Kno  Utxtto  and  iOfouri,  Matid  tradt  lntttttn,St» 
Jmlia,  ToL  g. 

Kea  OrUaat,  d^/tnct  i^.—Sf  Indtl,  toL  B. 

Snwioa,  Thomas,  BeprtaantatlTa  from  Virginia,  M&  Sit 
Indue,  Tola.  8, 8, 4,  B,  4  I,  B, «, 

SaOral  StiaMont.—ait  IndM,  Tola.  8, 4,  ^  \  7. 

JItv  Tort,  Tota  fOr  PreMdent  In  lau,  884.  Aa  Indtm, 
Tola.  1, 3, 8, 4, 0,  t,  8. 

moffara  Si^trtri.'—Btt  Indtm,  Tol^  6,  8. 

NoBUI,  lAxm,  on  the  Chaapeaha  and  Ohio  Canal,  U8 ;  on 
Ber^Btlcoarj  peniieni,  848 ;  Senator  ftvm  Indiana,  4Mj 
pre-emption  rigbta,  418 1  on  tha  Patent  O8loa,  H4 


;  Coey^lc 


Ulln  to,  emuldand,  m.    Sn  IiidtB,  toL  B. 

TDll,  1,  S,  1,  i,  M,  8. 

ITorrox,  E.  F^  BaprtMnUUT*  fton  Knr  Tort,  STd ;  on  dlp- 


OiMt.-Sf  Tndim,  toL  1. 

Otetijrfitit  CtaimantLaal.—Stl'itdtm.-nA.^ 

Qflc^  a  Mrldta.  on  Inquiry  rupieUiif.—8t*  Indim,  toL  I 

Qfian,  remotal  itf.^8»e  Inda^  toL  1. 

Qglotn  0/  tin  Oinlim*.--S4t  Indm,  toL  T. 

Mis  Oanal,  land  grmU  la.— la  t)ia  HcHiM,  ■  bUI  oouk 
end,  ISI;  mnlwr  ruurki,  ISS,  139;  mtMik*  U  U 
bUI^lSt;  iw(«,lW. 

BoeoDildflnUoa  mond,  1S9 ;  nvrtr ' 
In  anji  lt(1ilUl»  bodf  tnort  nKeptlbl 
than  the  rota  of  the  Hodh,  1(1 ;  uplutUDII  of  ths 
eharia  tfiiM  tlu  Clnt  nt  tba  Hooh,  1(1 ;  the  nfli 
of  tit  Daytan  Cuul  the  bett  w>tw«d  la  Um  Btit*,  IC 
funher  dtbete,  IH;  bill  r^JeetwLIK 

Amendinetil)  ot  th«  Beute  couldend,  in;  iu» 
ItT ;  chuiliic  the  bUl^  IH. 

(7Ud  8Ut»  0i»(nuHiX~SH  Imdim,  toL  1 

0Ms,«>tefbrPnildeiitIalB18,RM.    SuI»dtai,roU.i,t,S. 

OriinatKt  af  1T8T.— iS«*  Iitam,  Tok.  3^  4,  ud  Indim,  toL  ^ 

OrlMiu  nrrOorv.— Ah  /hIib,  toL  1,  TtTT^toHt. 
Otutoi,  W.  H^  KepTSHBtitlTO  Irmi  LonliUiu,  BTT. 
OwEir,Gio«a(W„anOeotfUdlJlDt,m(.   &«M«^toL>. 


PoJnMn^i.  BiMoHeoL-^t*  InOa^,  toL  t, 
Pof  nb'i^'i  yatlanal,  rswlnttoD  nlattra  to,  in. 
Fanama  UlnUltrt,  tntlriKtlotu  (a.— Is  the  Seute, 

Pajiuiii  Dffsnd,  tM ;  InterettlB;  to  knoir  the  rwdB  of 
the  mlflilDn,  M> ;  theie  lutmctloju  nuj  ooDtvln  n 
which  ITU  luprdper  to  fo  hebn  the  psbUfl,MI 
ol^ect  I*  that  (h(  EiecntlTO  may  hare  u  opportsnltj 
to  pDbUah  thaao  InatnictloDa  lu  vlndloatlon  of  hla  oon- 
dact,  tU;  It  properlj  bolonga  to  EracnUTe  bnalBaai, 
SW;  *ho  can  tell  what  maj  be  Ita  chanctei  aa  dlaeloai^ 
bj  the  commonLoatlotia  vhloh  anj  be  made  In  answer ! 
SCO;  ^ann  of  tha  eanntiy  Id  ralatloD  to  the  Panama 
GoDfnea,  and  deabahle  to  know  what  gronnda  for  thla 
alinn.  S30 :  the  objsct  la  ts  UM  the  Prealdent  bj  tba 
Intcrpoaltlon  of  (hla  body,  ttl ;  an  act  of  ooorteef,  per- 
h^M  of  jaBUce,taanIlrIflgadniliilgtntl<Hi,tM;  raaidB- 
Hon  Ud  OD  lbs  tahle,  IM. 

Uemge  eammsslcatlng  tba  dixnmanti  aant  to  the 
Benalt^  IGI;  tho  reaolDtlon  haTiog  been  rejaeted,  tba 
PnaidoDt  uuaked  baa  obtnidad  tba  docatnebta  npon 
ths  Benats,  iM ;  the  oppoiltlon  to  prtatln;  aiilirtdBg, 
KM;  the  Eiacotlri  haa  the  right  to  nuh*  pnblle  hla 
omclalacta,lU;  la  thne  anything  nnoaaal  In  redatlDg 
the  maljon  tspilntrisg;  boTswe  the  powar to arat 
here  a  (uaimnnlcatlDn  to  the  HunwJiM;  pobllo  opin- 
ion It  set  to  be  tonutalled,  UM ;  the  nanal  madaofpro- 
•aadlng  la  to  relhr  tba  meaaaca  and  dsesmaali  to  the 


srelgn  Relations,  Ut;  Om  Bv^te  m- 
Baam  ths  oovtaali  of  tho  papan  to  bo  bkIi  sa  to  note 
thalF  pnhllcadOB  Impropar,  SU ;  these  doaunamtB  da ut 
belong  to  joa  akaa,  SU ;  bow  does  tbls  conw  tmu^t 
with  Hut  of  tbs  Bsute.  whei  tho  Pauma  BdiMnva 
adTlaed,  «»;  motlDn  to  prist  lost,  aO. 

Ifotlsa  to  tranafbr  tba  Haaaags  and  aoeniwh  lo  la 
EieoatlTS  Jcnmal,SS<;  motlaB  toigfcr  to  theCiiii^ 
tea,  *e,  wlthdrawB,  and  aabatltats  oOkTsd.  SS*;  ^ni- 
manta,  IBI;  traurfUrod  to  '-c*-*-""  Joaiiil,  S; 
printing  rafbasd,  WT. 

■auMd  JHMlaiL— ,Sa«  7iu««,  Tola.  S,  f. 

'atnU  dflet,  Oa.— In  ths  aenate,  a  bm  pmrtdiBC  br  Ot 
Itarther  regnlaUoa  tt,  couMeivd,  &41 1  aBKBdnanl  ]ai- 
poalBg  to  sdnit  fbrelgiiai*  to  the  prfillesc,  ftt,Ml;  da 
taM  propoaad  are  too  mnch,  MI ;  better  to  aim  k 
price  to  reatrlet  tbsm  f>ora  lasulng  In  smb  mi^B^ 
Mil  two  sdcUtlonal  eloA*  mmmeasarr,  SO ;  ths  pM 
dUBflolty  haa  boea  to  ao  frame  ths  lawa  as  to  praweBl  tLa 
lasolng  at  patisli  to  nsclOM  InrBntiaoa,  SO ;  aa  as* 
ilty  of  Inereaalng  the  Chb,  [MS ;  tba  proTUos  n^inlln 
ftirrignsn  a  rerj  blr  one,  M8 ;  rsKolsUena  has  a^df 
>lntllartothe*eliiEiirDpe,Ml;  Autber  debate.  Md;  M 
laid  en  the  taUe,  6U. 

'ACIsna,  Joan,  U«  wiAxa  iff.— la  the  Haaae,  a  r^iiMm 
to  recommit  the  report  on  lbs  meoiafial  idatln  1^ 
Sn;  beta  of  ths  eaaa,  ITS;  what  Is  It  ths  imlilM 
aakr8T«;  what  haa  been  dons  ftw  lbs  o«ber  Ktaa  rf^ 
drama  J  Ki ;  rsaolntlon  adopted,  wn. 

■ny  ^  JTmesra;— In  the  Hosaa^  a  bill  relatiTs  tf^oatf' 
•Ted,esa. 

JWaotfa.— Bin  prortdcs  for  a  i 
and  a  dednctlon  for  abasKi 


aaathouUlltrof  thebUI,Hi;  i 
Genenl  nor  lh«  Bei(oaat-st-aniu  abooM  a 
nlleaga  of  uemben,  t>B9 ;  memben  ftvm  tba  loe 
aiala  and  the  lame  nelghboilwod  had  b«i  la  Iba  U:: 
of  compatiBg  their  uUnga  dlSveatly.  SM ;  pntaaid  b 
tahd  from  a  member  ths  prlrllegfl  of  flxliig  ax  kit  fva 

win  and  pleuon  lbs  BitsM  of  bis |ii  aaal'na. K; 

ff  the  beta  aUted  In  the  report  wan  tne.ftwato- 
portant  tbat  soma  rainsdydould  bs  prt>TldBd,Mi;  yia 

bill  reported,  911. 

TarloDaanHndmenta  agreed  I^BeS;  aneTilcdBil 
thenrlanlaHnpntation  ormlleva,fin;  «  prt^jia 
of  Jnttloe,  Uli  UU  ought  to  paaa  In  some  abapc  n;  i4l 
not  paa  It  to-dayf  DM;  no  oflloar  ent  of  tba  Btm 

JuPost-fiOce  bseb  glnW 
diataneea,  (M;  the  doctrine  that  menbais  are  las kat- 
enble  to  need  >oi»sntahltltT  reprobated,  tOt;  fBUB 
■□ieDdmoBtainoT(d,MO;  ftmn  of  the  Ult,  6aa 

In  the  House,  a  retolntlon  Ibr  a  bill  lo  radm  te  pV 
of  menbert  after  a  orrtsln  Bomber  of  da^  Mt:  ■ 
wonld  aare  a  month^a  time,  SM;  other  rfMoaa.  fli; 
onlyofaJeetloBlIaHBpopiiUiIly.CM:  tatsca^itam^ 
Ixe  a  eorpi  to  aoataln  the  call  for  arcs  and  naja  m  fla 
motion  to  tOfaBn,  at ;  dstalla  of  tba  bn^icai  <(  tt 
Honao,  Wt ;  modlfleaUwia  aaggtid,  «T ;  tbeftf>I<4 

with  which  the  people  are  aa!et*d,«9T;  two  ^t^Aa 
cannected  with  lUa  aoblect  which  mot  elwayi  aW 
Into  the  eharactsr  of  erary  legUlsUTS  bodr,  <K ;  sad- 
erate  lalarlesars  oonala  tent  with  ths  ^lill  aatpAd- 
plaa  of  onr  laatltnltoBS,  (ML 
Mo  Tolcs  of  oomplslBt  nind  br  te  f«fH  1»;  »• 


,Coe>^lc 


nproHh  wUsh  Um  na^thm  aumji  nuf  )m  eamtt 
or  DotiTlO,  It  [■  JbmiAftd  apoD  ui  Hmm«d  &«t,  the  flOD- 
tnu7  of  which  la  prorod  b^  eipariaoeg.  Til ;  It  I*  not 
bna  tbit  thli  Houa  cr  taj  muldonble  puUoD  at  !t> 
nMTiitnn  dotrv  to  TtmmlQ  berc  wltboat  pwfonnlDg  uy 
pnbUa  Hm«,  lli;  Oe  prlndpU  InipUsd  li  Uwt  tb* 
*meTQbcn  of  tbU  bodj  prolong  Iti  laiBlnDA  from  iDercA' 
nuy  iiiotLT«i,T18;  the  idopliDti  would  ba  productlTs  of 
mois  bu-m  Uulu  good,  TUI ;  tba  origlul  reioliitloii,  TIS ; 
tha  unoDdmeDt,  Tlfl ;  gronndi  upon  vblcb  tbay  ufl 
ug«4  fiiunlnod,  Tlfl  {  a  duu^  of  ji  wmnt  of  Ludaetrr, 
T14;  tbla  CongnB  compared  irlt^  prfl^oiu  otiu,T17; 
thb  Cangras  nU«Ted  Trwa  Uie  ImpstiUoD  of  uif  prs- 
DKUon  of  Iti  dttlEg,  TIT ;  the  ohirgo  at  IntrtDMi  from 
mareuitiy  mollTU,  TIB ;  ths  oomponutlon  of  memben 
will  b*  ndnsed,  avan  If  the  Mnlon  ihill  be  axtanded  to 
Ita  ordlDirr  lengtb,  to  etlU  mn  mmpla  illawuee,  Tl>. 
8tt  Indtx,  TolL  S,  «. 

I'ai/tntnt  tff  Inttritt  to  SUttt.—Bi»  IitdtK,  red.  0. 

Pkuoi.  Ddtu  J^  OD  Tlaltfin  at  Watt  Point,  ID ;  B«prtMnt- 
■Ut*  ftom  Bhods  LUuid,  Sit. 

pAic,  JDmE,  Imptac3m*nt  qf.—ln  tba  Senate,  a  meaaige 
from  tba  Hoitn  aDnoDiiQad,  Mtt ;  fliatmpaaabmeiit,  &M; 
tha  pracadenti,  BM ;  aitrut  ftom  tha  Banata  Jonnul, 
Bit;  commlttaa  appotstad,  UT;  report,  UT;  meaago 
from  tha  HoDM,  bu ;  muiagara  appointed,  530 ;  raaoln- 
tlon)irftbBBeiuiter«latiTsta,»Il;  artlrileg  of  Impoach- 
ment,  CM,  UT ;  farther  procsadlngi,  SB8,  MT,  SIS. 

Id  tba  Hon)*,  rapnrt  on  the  menorlil  ralaUn  to,  <W ; 
dabatiAa  tba  motion  to  print,  OS. 

fmal  Ood4  qf  U4  UnUtd  Statu.— See  Ind«a,  toL  S. 

PatUtmHary  inUu  Dittri^—Bi*  Jndat,  toIi.  B,  «. 

Pintttilt<uiiaItuiirffinU.St*fnd^^iA.  1. 

^'kiHiJrIe<»i<a,Tata  for  PnaldentlnlS18,SUi  Bttlndm, 
TC.b.l,a,a,*,6,B,8. 

Ptntlint  BM,  ItnaMio1K>ry.—Bt»  Adan,  toL  T. 

Paittlen  Lavt—la  tha  Sanata,  tba  bill  ralatlr*  to,  Mtuld- 
ared,  UT;  tha  mammoth  ponaioD  bill  of  lut  leailon, 
HT ;  k  tnlghtjr  boat,  manji  of  whoa  bive  niTCr  aean  an 
mtmj,  UT  1  ■  bilaT  ravlaw  of  Uio  peulon  ejetam  of  tbo 
tooDlr]',  MS ;  tba  pilnslpla  of  tba  eratan)  np  to  181^ 
S4S;nDmber  of  (ppUauta  under  that  act,  Ht ;  la  the 
OhKlroian  of  tha  Oommlttaa  aaUallad  with  tba  wladom 
and  Joitlo  of  tha  Kt  of  ISlSf  H»;  an  oiamlnitlon 
of  Iha  aharaetar  of  tha  propned  maaanre,  U0 ;  what 
an  tbe  mlHonatracUona  which  mal^a  a  decljirmtoi7  act 
BOW  nacciaarj  T  D60 ;  thla  bill  li  not  daolaratory  of  tha 
Ai  law,  bat  nbitltDlea  ■  sew,  G50 ;  jutlca  and  policy 
of  tha  act  of  lalB  denied,  Ul ;  what  will  be  tba  eflut 
•rtUabllltCOl;  It  raata  on  no  aoand  prindplo  appU- 
•abl4tomDJtai7p«ulona,aU;  what  la  tba 


lAI  a  branch  of  a  great  aystam  caloolated  to  areata  and 
pecpatnata  «  pormaneBl  ehanga  In  tha  Traasnrr,  ESS ; 
•nEt  of  payment  of  the  natlDnal  debt,  MS;  conataat 
and  panererlng  aflbrta  to  Increaaa  tba  pnblle  eipand- 
Itnra,  £fiS ;  the  liberal  and  meat  extraordlnarj  proTla- 
lona  of  tbla  bill,  G6S ;  operation  of  tha  pen^n  ertlem, 
OM;  diract  tnutloa  vonid  be  aoma  aeenrilr  agalnat  ei- 
traTapnt  eipandltiiTes,  SH ;  Arthar  remarlu,  SSOl 

Ptntl^ntlineimmitltClffictn  Iff  lilt  Wariifi«l'i.—8flit- 
dat^Toi.  & 

FsuT,  OomioDont— Sm  Indtu,  toI  >. 

FKTna,Spnoii>,  BapnaantatlTaframMlaaourliCTT;  ondia- 
trlbntloB  of  the  pnbllo  land^  UM,  ML 

PaMUoM,  reoapHaB  tffj—Bu  btita,  toL  a,  and  ItidtB,  vola. 
l>nd«,Sli»arv. 

FMtadapMa  mgaU.  eaptort  VT— £h  Atf  an,  toL  S. 

Fianon,  Ibi.ui,  BepraaeotatlTe  from  Naw  3»tt*j,  GI(.  St* 
Indue,  io\  9. 

JHraattnUi*  WiH IiidtM^-S*t  ladta.  w)k  J, B, 

Folk,  Jamb  K^  on  tha  alalm  of  Ueada,  ta ;  on  had  eUImi 


ua,  1Sl-]n,3>T,  8tT;  on  the  oconpatlon  of  tba 
Or^onSlTer,m,18I;  on  tha  larrttorjof  HnrocSeB; 

01 ;  BcpreeenUtlTa  from  Tenneaaa^ 


H<;  < 


aBSI;  1 


if  thepabUcUiide,GH;  on  a  drawback  on  cotton  b^ 
glng,(II.    £» /nileic  Toll.  8,  >. 

J*onlcAartraln  Canal  and  XouMann  Cotttffe. — -In  tba 
Hoaao.  reiolatloni  raUllTO  to,  conaldarad,  SW ;  raaaona_ 
lor  tba  prucntatlon  of  the  rwolailoni,  S58 ;  flKta  rela- 
tlve  to  tbe  Importance  of  the  canal,  SSS ;  hlatorj  of  tha 
Callage  of  LonlelaBi,  and  the  reeaon  whj  It  did  not  pu- 
tidpata  In  the  granta  of  land  raado  bj  Congma,  839 ; 
anch  as  applldUan  of  the  public  landa  Impropsr,  S9>. 

J^r^lu|MJ,  tvninurat  v>UA.~3n  ladtt,  vol  T. 

Potl-Qgi4i».—3»»  Index,  vol  1. 

Potl-Qfflct  f  otnnafra.— 5h  IndtB,  vol  D. 

jPoatnira  ^  //Bnapaperi.—Sie  India,  toL  8. 

J'odnuul»r-e*tttrai,  lalary  c^.^Se*  Indtx,  Tela.  8,  t. 

Petamae  KCter  3rldge^-See  Indea,  toI.  8. 

Porrn,  Boinr,  SapreaantaUva  fmm  North  CuoUna,  Bit; 
OB  dlatribatlon  of  pnbUo  landa,  805. 

PonLTRiT,  Bin  Wiujuc,  eiltaot  from  tba  apaKb  ol;  ISOl 

Fovua,  OniHOv,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Hew  Tork,  BTI. 

Fn-eniMon  .RlpJUi.— In  tbe  Sanata,  thf  bUl  to  gtant,  eon- 
aldarsd  41«  ;•  Ihle  bill  will  encounga  the  fDtnra  Tlolatloit 
of  the  lawa  wblcb  reifnlata  cor  pnbllo  land  ftyatam,  41fl ; 
InttDden  In  poeaeealon  of  tbe  beat  land  will  datar  por- 
chaaarfl  from  bidding  for  them,  41T ;  It  allowa  the  pnr- 
ehasen  time  which  la  not  alhiwed  othait,  «1T ;  nuoua 
for  reporting  tha  bill,  ill;  poller  of  tba  MU  darirad 
from  tha  present  operation  of  the  pnblle  land  BTatam, 
4IT ;  bettor  to  learo  the  pnbllo  landa  to  a  general  aoram- 
ble  than  to  paa  tbla  bill,  418;  bill  poa^nad,  413.  S— 
tiutta,  ToL  I. 

f  raaentt  to  iaaiiten.-a—  fiulaa,  toL  3. 

Prteidtntt,  vooonoy  fit.— iSm  Ittdeit,  toL  1. 

PnHdeiMai  XlecUon  1»  Ote  Eauti.—St*  Hidta,  tdL  8. 

Pretioia  QvnUon.—Set  I/idaa,  Tola.  1, 4,  K. 

Privatt  Loua  tmmtet.-^Ste  India, -jo}.  &. 

Pr1*ateert.—8ee  Indiia,  Tolt.  t,  G. 

iVofacMoa  i>iiM<a.— j^ta  Indm,  toL  1,  and  ladta,  Tola.  8, 1, 
IHiUii  oa  Inpoiie. 

Propacatltig  tie  0ev>tl  anumg  Ma  JTaoMan.— JM  Adaa^ 

TOLI. 

PubUa  BMdbtee.—BeeHdue,  Tola.  B,  T. 

PuHUc  DM.— St*  India.  toL  t. 

PvilleDtflnMert.-SHlhdtM,volt. 

PubUe  Hoevnaili,  nppri—ten  ef.—Slt  India,  to].  T. 

PtMia  DotumeiiU,  repntiUn^/  ^.—la  tba  Hooae,  a  Teaoln- 
tloB  ralatlTe  (o,  olhred,  8al ;  a  naeleaa  and  waateflt]  ai- 
pendltnre  of  pnblle  mono;  contemplated,  BK ;  aatlmat- 
ad  aipenta,  SH ;  coat  of  printing  hf  Congrcw  lOr  tha 
yean  embraced  In  tha  molntlon,  sn ;  oontligent  «!■ 
peniaa  of  the  Houa  Int  tha  lut  oeTcn  jan,  8W ;  II  la 
a  mare  qnoetlon  of  oipodleaoj',  InToltlng  no  prinefpla^ 
HM;  tba  qnaRlon  of  oipenH  Inddsntal,  S»;  tha  coot 
of  printing  In  pAat  ycara  alTDrda  no  data,  400. 

Publio  Land! :  Itr.  Pootl  rteeliMo<i.—Ia  the  Benats,  ■ 
reaolntlon  oITarad  to  Inqnlre  Into  the  axpedlenej  of  no- 
ponding  tha  adea  of  pnbUo  landa,  418;  «o(^418;  tho 
policy  whlab  onght  to  be  pamed  In  relation  to  tha  pnb- 
lle landa,  41> ;  two  partlaa  In  tha  oonntjy  who  entertain 
Tary  oppodle  opinions  In  relation  to  the  character  of  tha 
policy  whlcli  tha  Goramment  haa  harotofbrc  puisued  tn 
relation  to  tbe  pabllo  lands,  as  well  aa  to  that  which 
ongbt  heraafCar  to  be  poranad,  419 ;  Tlews  of  theaa  pa> 
tlea  on  the  past  action  of  Congreaa,41>:  onaortwopar- 
tlcDlara,  In  ralatlon  to  which  the  Vott  baa  aoma  oee*- 
alon  for  oomplalst,  41> ;  dlOeranca  between  onr  poll^ 
and  that  of  other  natlona,  418 ;  reason  that  othor  na- 
tlona  adopted  their  policy,  4W;  thabaatmasnaofbnll^ 
ln(  op  psoapacoiia  oomoimltlaa  In  tha  irUdaniaa^  tat. 
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Wlutoafht  to  battaafnton  poller  afUMGoTani 
In  nliUoo  to  tk*  pnbUc  bodtt  4Wj  Tien  oftlM 

ptmlt^tiO;  umonn 


UBong  Oe  StmtH,  til ; 
ThBwbohc 


a  of  tlw  l»Bda 
whit  la  oar  tnw  poUc7  on  tbli 


ud  polio;  of  th«  SoTOnuuent  oa  tha 
pobllo  l*Bda  li  ipokoB  of  nt  vrang,  4il ;  nothinc  binh 
OCHTon  In  Uie  palieyot  llio  OoTORunent  toinrdi  tb* 
DOwBUlMoftlia V«t.4K;  ths »«loKr bot*™> otkor 
wnntriH  ud  onn  1*  nalOMi  jDit,  nor  ■»  tbo  OHM  rim' 
llar»  4S9\  it  liMld  vo  mot  no  p^nflBnont  HHimo  oflD- 
coma,  *ti ;  irliaa  gcnUonaB  ipaik  of  a  omniDon  fond 
belonglDg  to  all  the  Staica  at  tiiTlli(  i  toBdensr  to  ooa- 
lollditloB,  what  do  tb«r  m«B  I  tSt ;  Oaneral  Waihlnf- 
ton^  coBaoUdaUon,  all;  the  tendene;  of  all  tbaoe  Ideal 
ud  aantlmenlt  la  obiioiuir  to  bring  tka  Union  Into  dl>- 
eoitlon,  u  a  men  qnattloa  of  praaent  and  tamponrr 
ajpadlanfj,  4S& 

Tho  Beutsr  from  Ifaiaiehnaetta  talla  Bt  that  tb«  taitff 
li  not  an  Eaatani  meania,  and  tnata  It  H  If  the  Eait 
tad  no  Intarart  In  lt,<Mi  he  InUmatet  that  then  la  a 
party  In  the  eonati7  who  an  looUnc  to  dlaonlan,  4U ; 
the  DDlfbrni,  tealona,  ardent  and  nnealonlatlnj  doTotloa 
of  SoatH  Carolina  to  the  nnlan.  4H ;  what  waa  tlie  eoo- 
doetof  tbaSostlidiulBC  tbi  EeTolotloBT «24:  the  at- 
tempt to  UuDw  Tldleole  npon  lb*  ld«  tbat  a  Stito  haa 
any  oomtltDUanal  leatedr  b;  the  aierdae  of  Itt  aorer- 
etipi  anthoiiC;,  aKaloU  *  dellbenle  Tlolatlon  of  the  con- 
(UtntioD,  4t» ;  the  good  old  Bt>pabUan  daetrlna  of  tB, 
US;  TirgInU  Taaotntlont.  4U;  l£adlioD't  report,  ec- 
trac^  ta ;  action  of  Kautnokr.  tat ;  eipmaaloB  of  Mr. 
Jttttnoa.  *U :  hia  leller  to  Ur.  Ollea,  4H ;  thee*  an- 
thorltlai  In  inpport  of  the  Carolina  doetrliie,  437 ;  the 
whole  oonnby  onoa  dlTlded  on  tbia  qneatloii,  4ST;  re- 
ranta  of  HUlhoitia  on  the  ambatgo,  411  j  lenui 
Webtter  on  the  embargo,  4IT ;  tba  Carolina  doetr 
the  EepabUan  dootiina  of  -M,  411. 

I  am  eonildered  aa  baring  aaialled  South  CaroUnn, 
418;  the  refcnnce  to  lUiaachosatU  Ibr  ■  prao 
4>Sl  the  Hartford  ConTcotlon,  tla;  he  flnda  no 
with  the  reuDtl;  pmmnlgated  oplnlona  of  Bontb  Caro- 
lina, 41B ;  andent  harmony  botween  South  Carolina  tuA 
HaoaaehiuoCla,  4n ;  no  eDeomluma  on  Mawaebi 
4M ;  the  tma  prlnoiple  of  the  oouUtatlan  nadec 
wearea>Bembkd,4t>;  the  right  of  a  Blata  LaglilatDta 
to  Intarfeie.  Ao,,  4M;  tbe  inm  of  the  Booth  Canlln* 
dantilna, 430 ;  vbitlithtlUilnterpntalJonoftlieTaai 
lotion  to  which  Xi.  Madtaon  li  nnduitood  to  hira  gl< 
en  hia  aaneUonr  4B0;  Inqolrr  Into  the  origin  of  th 
OoTtmtnent,  and  the  bobtoo  of  Ita  power,  481 ;  wbat  la 
tha  length  and  broadth  of  tbat  doctiioe  deooml 
the  Caiollua  daetrlna  T  481 ;  It  1>  held  that  evtry  taiUT 
designed  to  promote  one  branch  of  Indnttrr  at  tl 
p«nie  of  another,  la  a  dangoroya,  palpable,  and  dellborate 
uinrpatlon  of  power,  ineh  as  alia  for  Btata  intotfbnnoa, 
iH ;  In  Carolina  tie  tariff  la  a  palpable,  dellb«rat«  unt- 
paUoD,  the  m*;  tb»n(areiinllifyit,48l;  at  no  tic 
New  England  or  anjbody  In  Haw  England,  pat  Ibrth 
laoh  a  doctrine  u  lUs  CaroUoa  dootrloe,  <S8 ;  a 
to  be  fboDd  In  Hew  EngUnd,  418;  If  tU*  dooMne  hod 
been  acted  on  In  Hew  En^ind  In  the  Uraa  of  the  em- 
bargo, we  ihonld  not  no*  probib)}'  hiTO  been  here,  483; 
a  remirk  on  tho  Virginia  resotntlou  oT  1188,  184; 
whenea  li  this  anppoaod  riglit  of  the  Btataa  derlnd  I 
484 ;  the  people  ereoted  this  OorerDment,  4SI ;  tbe  ooD- 
■tltntloii  and  Iswt  tba  anprome  law  of  the  land.  «II ; 
this  power  of  Btata  LeglBlatora  denlad,  483;  neither 
Sonth  Carolina  nor  anf  other  Blale  preacrlba  my  couU- 
tatlonal  dDiy,  48B;  tlie  doctrine  nm  Into  piaeClea]  ap- 
plleUlDD,iaa;  dlreet  oolllaloB  la  tlu  raaolt  of  that  rem- 


ed7  tte  the  [ailelon  of  Bnoustltatlonal  l>w»,  4M;  II  li 
a>ld,tr  tUaOoTarameRttatbaaoU  Jodgeof  tbaezlaM 
el  Ita  own  ponn,  It  nbrerta  State  aanrcisol;,  481; 
If  any  thing  be  ftinnd  In  tin  national  eoMUtntkiawMct 
ooght  not  to  b*  In  It,  the  peiqiU  t>o«  hem  to  |tt 
rid  of  It,  411;  iltboIM^  tbcre  are  team,  then  ■■ 
bope^  4ST;  louou  Iter  disacnt  to  tbe  doetiiBaa  id- 
Tia«d,4gr. 
CompUInt  tbat  tba  ir 


laid  down  It  taken  from  tba  Tliglnli  nBlBtlou  of  ^ 
488;  theTei7ldcao(adlT«oaorpow«rbjemopa«tla 
deaOojred  bj  a  rl^t  cUlmad  aad  exerdaed  by  ^tba  to 
he  the  eicloalT*  Uteipnter,  481;  In  e««7  part  tlOt 
OOBitltatlan  the  people  an  alwiyi  qioken  of  an  ilIlMa 
of  the  asTonl  State*,  440 ;  extract  frcm  Iladlaaa^  ••■ 
port,  440 ;  the  eoDaHtotloD  being  a  eompKt  bctwua 
BOTeretgn  and  Independent  Btalo,  tbars  «b  be  no  til- 
bDsal  aboTO  their  aatboritjt  to  dacUa  In  the  laat  naart, 
440;  qoMUani  of  aorerelgntj  an  nut  IL*  propv  objett 
of  Jodldal  loTeatlgitloii,  440 ;  If  tho  Bnpremo  Coot  i>- 
aoBH*  JnriadietlDn  orer  quatloH  botna  tba  1b«- 
Tldnal  Btntaa  and  tbe  Cnlted  BUtea,  It  la  oetlBg  entii^ 
ODt  of  Itt  vbara,  441 ;  doea  Congrcaa  poaaaaa  tba  i^^ 
of  deciding  eidatlTelj  opon  tbe  extent  of  tta  own  paw- 
en  I  44i ;  It  lavalB  to  ten  oa  all  tbe  BtUcB  uo  RpnMDt- 
cd  liaM,4t8;  right  of  the  Btal«a  idar*  entertnc  lata 
the  compact,  448;  vb]' not  compel  a  State  to  ^ipaal  M 
her  aiator  StiUt,  when  oljectlDg  to  lb«  eaiiititaao«Btr 
of  a  taw,  bj  a  propotltiau  to  ameitd  the  ——*"-■*—' 
448;  It  It  aiid  this  will  make  tbe  Union  a  nfM  oteBal, 
444 ;  thli  doctrine  recognlud  In  the  Virginia  roaidBtliB^ 
444 ;  by  Mr.  JaSaraon,  4H ;  In  tho  Kentiidiy  rawilBlki^ 
444;  It  la  Bid  this  light  will  be  daBgerou,44D;  a  BMa 
wm  be  teatralned  hy  a  slnoen  loTa  of  tho  UbIoo,  46; 
If  the  alien  aod  aadltlDD  lava  bad  not  baas  yielded, 'Th> 
ginia  woold  hoTc  ialerpoaed  to  protoot  bor  oltix«B%  iff; 
liaw*  of  Mr.  Madison,  tU ;  caDed  to  cany  oU  am 
Boheme  pnoUally,  448 ;  li  the  dooCrlne  irf  paadn  aba- 
dlaoee  and  oon-nelstansa  eontanded  Ibr  F  441 ;  aa  dt- 
qoeut  appttl  In  fkror  of  the  Coiao,  44T. 

The  argBmeatooBritttottwopnqioemDnaaiidcBMia- 
tarBBoe,44I;  if  tha  mala  propoalilan  1*  aaaoadsd,ihe 
InfBrenia  Is  not  wranted,  44T ;  If  coooedad,  tbe  fua- 
tlOB  would  ba,  what  proTlaloa  la  made  to  a^tle  tMt  dlt- 
pnted  BorareigntyT  4*8; 
of  tb«  Btat*  GoTeramui' 
plaanre,41S;  eraDlflt 
doctrine  It  not  malntalubU,  448 ;  to  aaytb 
tlon  is  a  oompact.  It  nalng  laagaage  ^plitUe  to  a*  ail 
oonbd«*t]Dn,448;  the  aoTOnunmt  ta  «io  of  nhaetj  aad 


ety,44>;  ebangs  of  policy  on  tba  tariff  and  iBt«wt  W- 
proTtDDent  diaelalmed,  490;  deepotlo  power  dalmad  ii 
the  Soivrme  Conrt,  480 ;  a  ebaige  of  Jndga  Stay,  S; 
•itn«l,4SI;  try  the  doctrine  of  JndlcU  iBproia^  a* 
th*  CM*  of  slaTiry.  4CIL 

It  was  Dot  tht  Intention  or  the  Stataa  lo  tb*  fam«a 
of  the  oonstltotloD  to  Inreat  ttat  trlbuul  with  tba 
power  of  doing  any  pollticil  act,  4SS ;  autbarily  if  the 
jndgn,  488 ;  all  tbe  parpoaei  Ibt  which  dTll  aooetj  wa 
Instituted  woold  be  defeated  lo  tha  eontral  of  tlw  Stuia 
by  tbe  Jndiclary,  4H;  the  nnreatraiiwd  exerclBeitaa 
eoTerelgn  powet  of  tto  CdIdh  It  oactMaiy  to  all  ib«  par- 
pceeaof  lbetlDl0B,4b4;  Bnfltnaaof  tbeJ^gslDrtba 
exerdas  of  tUa  ooatcoIIlBg  powgc  oier  the  aareralga^ 
of  the  Statea,  454;  la  Ibere  more  eafttylB  Oiat  tttat 
than  In  the  people?  4»;  would  not  the  BBBgfateaal 
dtluiu  ba  aa  mnch  Intereated  H tboae  Jodgea  ?  4Se;  wb» 
orer  before  thought  that  one  of  the  partita  to  a  oontraet 
was  a  eompetent  Judge  of  the  mattar  la  dtapntcT  4Ki 
this  power  aaortad  Or  tb* 


.Cooi^lc 


Tlawiitfa;  itmnrlwMktditoirbiittTlbuuliboaldb* 
nlHTfld  ft  qnHtlon  loToLTliig  thfl  Hverelgn  power  of  ft 
Btalar  4K;  il  CongisH  nfnicd  to  lutsrfiii*,  th*  Suts 
thould  ftppal  to  Iti  oim  KTenIgn  powBP  to  proleet  her 
ewn  dtluiii  from  Uvlen  tsaKenUan  hy  tbs  unit, 
4IX;  lll>[slliepeweroICoigT«atoieftrtli«qnutl(Hi 
to  ftD  Inflaltcl;  more  eulted  lilbaniil  thin  the  Baprema 
Oonrt,  «IT ;  the  eua  itftted,  4ST ;  CoDgieo  ihould  ftppesl 
to  the  trlboDft]  of  the  Btittei,  4S7 ;  u  appeal  bjr  a  fitftta 
would  be  fti  uutbIUdk  u  hewIh,  4M  ;  thrangbout  thli 
debate  tha  Stitlea  hive  baen  tratted  u  reatleH^  qnera- 
ka*,  InipatlBDt,  dlwrgioliliig  beings,  i5S ;  the  grentest 
food,  vbeh  pairartod,  bacomea  tha  greatcAt  eTil,  4fi0 ; 
m  thU  doetilsa  ol  tho  power  of  the  ooart,  what  to  to 
prareat  ■  perbot  eauolldatleii  of  tha  ODTerDment  and 
monarchy  or  despotlamF  US;  the  ftrgameiit  baa  gone 
<^os  the  predlctlDD  that  the  Stitea  are  to  be  kept  Id 
order  bj  ooercloa  only,  Ut;  areiy  poller  'Uch  Lm  ■ 
toidaDef  to  hnmlUata  the  States  ahonld  be  deprecated, 

meut  than  at  an;  after  period  of  Iti  hlatorr,  i&S. 

The  conBUtaUoE  haa  T»ted  the  power  here  oontended 
m  Ib  eipreai  terma,  la  the  Bapreme  Conrt,  Ml ;  nndoi- 
■lAiidlDj  of  the  word  eorerelgiity,  Ml ;  If  Internal  ^- 
pfovatoant  la  a  reJjihfioala,  whj  not  yield  In  thia  caae 
aliotMl. 

One  of  the  Virginia  rHoIntloni,  471;  Tlewi  of  Mr. 
JflfBraon,  4TS ;  who  doae  aot  ko  aaee  of  new  and  fear- 
fOl  ftpprehenaleD  to  tha  Btiteaf  4TS;  hai  It  coma  to  thl^ 
Ibtt  one  of  tha  partlea  under  the  goTerument  cannot 
lateipoaeandeoneiitltarDlnona  tendencteaTdtS;  thoae 
Tlawi  were  the  vlewi  of  the  bthen  of  tha  damocntle 
part)',  414 ;  ttmo  the  Ikct  of  two  partlei  In  the  Federal 
Goremment  the  agcnta  of  each  tmut  ^  allowed  (o  de- 
dde  on  the  eitent  of  Ita  proTlalana,  4T4  j  remarki  of  Hr. 
JaflbnoB,  4IG;  the  people  will  apply  a  moet  OOTerelgn 
nmedr,  479;  no  Inatllntlon  In  thii  oonctryli  abore 
joM  crllloLani  and  &lr  dljounlon  In  regard  to  III  political 
Tlewa,  4TS;  reaolntloni  of  Row  Bsmpehlre  on  dectoloaa 
af  the  conrt  In  isn.  416 ;  bow  the  powera  of  the  Oenaral 
eoTamiaent  baTB  been  gndnally  bronght  through  one 
otlte  department!  to  heir  od  the  St■le^  4IT. 

Two  great  queeUona  InTOlred  In  thla  diacnaalon,  4TT ; 
the  flrat  a  mere  apeoDlBtlTe  political  QueaHon.  4TS ;  tbe 
qoeallon  of  Bonth  Carolina  1>  with  her  people,  478 ;  In 
CMO  of  nnjiut  oppreaaloa  tho  last  allematlTa  r^malna, 
iTl ;  writings  of  Dr.  Cooper,  479 ;  leolnres  of  Mr.  I>ew, 
ttt;  men  of  baslneBs  cannot  remain  dOYOted  to  t,  >yBt«m 
that  mnit  prodnce  their  certain  destinstlon,  4T9. 

An  axamlnatjon  of  tbe  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
Bulo  aoremraenta,  4S0;  who  la  to  dedds  In  caaea 
of  dlaagreement  between  themf  4S0;  In  ererj  eontait 
«t  power  there  wonid  exist  In  the  Jadlclary  the  sama 
motlTea  to  lead  It  aetrsj'  as  eilit  In  tha  other  depart- 
ments, Ac,  4S1 ;  If  the  opposition  are  right,  the  only 
taanrl  ty  of  the  SUtea  Is  the  Integrity  of  the  m^orlty  of 
MTan  mea.  181 ;  power  of  tha  conrt  aitr  the  toranlgn 
rl^tsof  BUtei,4Bl;  a  State  L^;lslatnre  eannol nulUfy 
and  make  toU  an  act  of  Congrea^  so  &i  as  to  prerent 
Its  operation  within  Ita  limits,  IBl,  493. 

Any  and  evsry  qneatlaii  growing  onl  of  any  drosm- 
Itane^a  in  whioh  a  Btata  may  conoeire  her  SDTerelgaty 
Impngned  la  trsailsted  to  her  own  trlbnnala  by  tha 
iiffla  tnln  of  argninent  whloh  Indnoes  tho  Doncliulan 
that  aha  may  nollliy  an  act  of  tha  Federal  Lsglalatara, 
480;  eil«nt  of  tha  JnilsdlctlDn  of  tha  Boprama  Conrt, 
4ST ;  lome  of  tha  i1|^ls  of  Independent  lOTualgnty 
were  ceded  to  prorlda  for  tha  geaersl  wel&ra,  487 ;  no 
attempt  will  erer  be  made  ij  a  m^orlt;  oC  the  large 
Btataa  to  deatroy  the  Independence  and  lagltlmata  pow- 
ers or  the  smaller,  4S8 ;  Is  thorD  any  other  fonun  than 


irchy  than  this  eoort,  4S>. 


m  tha  hor^ 


Lpplneaa  of  the  conntry  depend 
on  a  tma  nuderetandlDg  of  this  Bablest,  401 ;  none  of 
tbe  opinions,  however  much  they  differ,  JnstU^  a  Ttotent 
opposlllon  to  as  DDConstltntlonal  law,  nntll  an  exttema 
oaaaofsDfrerlnghasoceDrTed,49i;  both  of  the  psritlotu 
on  thlssgbJect.eeemlng1ysaoontradlEtory,are  true,  and 
both  lUa»-tnie  as  reepecte  one  I^atDro  of  tha  consUtD- 
tloD,  erron  eons  If  applied  to  the  whole,  493;  diatlnetlon 
between  a  eonsolldated  and  fedonitlie  goTemmeot,  4in ; 
tiscei  of  both  these  (taturea  In  tbe  Incipient  state  of  onr 
political  eilsteacs,  *)i;  two  chanKterlttlci  of  gnTem- 
meot  apparent  In  the  Federal  Conatltntlon,  4«;  mark* 
of  another  kind  of  union  than  a  oompac^  4>8;  It  la 
neltlier  anoh  a  fedeisllyo  gorermneat,  fouaded  on  oom- 
pact,  SI  lesTes  to  all  the  parties  their  fall  BOTerelgDty,  nor 
nch  B  coDsoUdsted  popnlar  goiemment  ss  deprlTis 
them  of  the  whole  of  that  soyarel^  power,  4>S(  tha 
Btstes  bara  given  oertaln  powers  to  the  Oeuenl  GoTera- 
ment  and  the  right  also  of  enfordng  them,  4*3;  tha 
right  conlendod  tor,  a  poaltlre  Teto  on  the  openHoBS  of 
the  whole  goremment,  4M;  wbea.a  law  Is  onoe  paased. 
It  Is  mads  the  doty  of  the  President  to  eiecnte  It,  dH; 
must  the  President  yield  to  ssmsll  mi^orlt;  In  the  Leg- 
lalitore  of  a  tingle  State !  48S ;  show  the  written  an- 
tborit^-.lK;  It  Is  aiked.  will  yOB  deny  to  the  BUtea 
every  portion  of  their  farmer  aoTorelgnty  f  4tlC ;  dadoo- 
tlonsfrom  the  Virginia  resoladoos,  4W ;  views  In  tho 
Federalist,  4M ;  the  coart  not  created  aa  an  nmplre  bo- 
twean  tha  Federal  tnd  Slate  aovemmenCe,  4B7;  tba 
dlscontaat  In  an  Important  section  of  the  Union,  487. 

The  right  of  a  State  to  annal  an  act  of  Congrcsi  Is  one 
of  deep  Import,  B04 ;  It  Is  not  dtrlved  from  the  eonstltn- 
tlon,  KH;  Its  effitct,  S04;  ehacka  and  bahincea  of  tha 
coastltatlon,  DM ;  we  are  told  no  aoeh  eoni«qoeneea  aa 
a  dliiolntloa  of  the  Union  will  enino,  BOD ;  It  la  extremely 
dlfficolt  to  get  any  more  than  a  ban  majority  for  any 
ineaeare,BW;  thejadlclarypower  under  the  ptdtUoiis 
of  the  oonstitntlon,  CM;  a  power  granted  to  try  all 
Imaglnsble  cases  that  can  be  described,  DOS ;  the  qoea- 
tlen  redaced  to  a  aarrow  oompaas,  A07 ;  the  great  qoe^ 
tlon  BoWed  by  tha  couvintlon,  DOT;  jiuladlollan  itf  tha 
conrt,  DOS;  otjectlons  answered, DOS ;  precedents, 609; 
debate  oa  tha  TIrglDls  reKlntloDS  In  tba  TIrglala  Leg- 
Islatnre,  DOO ;  nothing  In  them  thai  looks  to  the  right  of 
a  State  to  annnlansctof  CaiignsB,SOI);  opinion  of  Jaf- 
IhnoB,  DID ;  tetter  of  Oeoi^  Hloholai^  SIO ;  nadntloaa 
of  PennsjlTials  In  190B,  611. 
PbHIo  Landt  Z>MI■i^uM>Il.— In  tha  Honsa,  a  roaolDUon 
relatlTe  to  dlstrlhatloa  of  the  proeeeds,  689;  mored  la 
strike  out  "tor  parpoeos  of  edncatlall,"  688;  proteat 
against  tbe  namber  of  proposltloaa  relative  to  the  pnblla 
luds,  688 ;  what  proportloa  has  b«ea  givea  ro  the  Atlaii' 
UcBIatear  ASg;  the  WeetlwhadnodonatlaB  otpatdlo 
land,  gat;  this  snhject  agitated  In  erery  part  of  tha 
TJalon,  684;  the  doaaUons  of  land  baneAetsUy  bestowed, 
[IS4;  ferttaer  debate  oh  the  propoeMon  Kit  Inqoliy,  6BI; 
resolution  laid  on  tha  table,  680. 

Motion  to  Inquire  Into  the  imonat  and  valia  irftha  pnb- 
lle  lands  which  have  been  given  by  Congress  to  my 
BCate,  or  to  any  pnblle  Inattention  In  tald  State,  BK;  tha 
present  an  Improper  time  tomakathalnqnlrypropcasd, 
DK ;  eidtement  In  the  Honse  on  thU  nihjeat,  DRB ;  ob- 
ject to  Inqnlra  Into  tha  mode  of  disposing  for  the  futnra 
of  tha  pcooeeds  of  the  pnhHe  land  lalea,  tWS ;  a  policy 
that  woold  ba  wlso  for  an  Indlvldaal  woold  be  visa  tW 
the  Dovemment,  AM;  the  United  StatM  are  bonnd  by 
every  principle  to  contribate  something  to  tha  Improva- 
DHsata  In  tha  new  States,  as  they  had  a  dirsat  laadenoy 
to  Ineraaaa  the  vslna  of  tha  pnbUo  lands,  CM;  thla  dl»- 


ftt  LDfbmuUoa  dodnd, 


MHloll  k  pmnAtnr^  utd  Bot  Ukely 

pnfltabl*  awl,  CM ;  Ot  «nlr  qng^on 

wbither  tbs  lubjMt  oT  th*  rwtlnUan  I 

psrtuostBdnnudliKiDliTl  DCS;  the 

•MlOB  funliliu  111 

tK;  tlw  couUtDtJDi 

propovd  dlitrtbnlloDuiDDg  the  SUUt.  H3 ;  the  prHesC, 

tbe  pixiill»  Had  tlii  ■pprDprtiiic  Hms  Itar  Inqnlrr,  OH ; 

fonrud  to  Uia  g«i»nl  npemUan  of  lb«  raialntlai,  GM; 
.  u  sqnllibl*  dlililon  unoig  ttit,  BUtat  propawid,  DM; 
maUn  or  wuldnntliHi  which  Indnotd  VlrglaU  to  ecdi, 
EMi  b  Iha  wundiuiil  uleolitsd  to  pHunoU  thU  pwt 
ud  nufuninwu  abjcett  WT;  would  the  new  BUtai 
tlud  and  took  oa  aod  lae  700  cvtj1q|  t.wtj  tba  Ihilti 
of  thalrhudlaborl  WT. 

Tha  opcntloaiasdarlluipnTlASoiktQriha  UDBsdmaDt, 
(01 ;  pnclpLlucr,  001 ;  narar  denied  Uut  CongrrH  hitd 
ftrlfbt  to  HiaprtM  of  tluaa  Luda  aooordlng  to  tha  teoor 
of  the  nmpeetl  with  the  Tirtoiu  Bletai,  Ml ;  the  reao- 
iDtios  ii  merel;  tm  the  purpow  a  loqnirj,  (01 ;  ur 
ntmpactof  douUoiii  to  new  Btitai  niOut,  801 J  tha 
ameDdmeBt  pn^eaad  la  a  Fandon'B  boi.  tlH :  the  inr- 
readar  of  the  BlateaBaTer  OD^ttohevtewedaaadDbk- 
tloB,  «n ;  a  (troDg  and  iaTatarata  dlapoaltloB  maaiflated 
to  acrambLe  tbt  the  pobUe  fundi,  BOS ;  the  amciidnieiit 
inTalTeaUiaiighlaaad  JBtcre8liofthaaewBtalai.UB; 
tha  meaaon  ia  eotlrely  preB^atura,  AQS ;  tht  aowbdiDeut 
mncb  mareobJaeUoubla,  W4;  (raati  fbr  dUferent pur- 
poaea,  AM;  eoBridentiDnA  en  which  made,  AH;  the 
claim  of  tbs  old  atatea  to  thia  distribution,  (OS;  the 
raaolBtion  propeeea  nothing  dvfflnlta,  nothliig  ooBclaolTe, 
MD ;  no  dLflpoalLioa  to  demaBd  a  itrict  reckoning  00  thia 
•core  from  the  people  of  the  new  Stataa,  tOt ;  ont  dnty 
in  Horlh  CaroUai  to  laka  back  Awn  the  IMeral  tnaa- 
ni7  averj  doUai  we  can  I17  odt  hand  oa,  MM;  1  inbjeet 
of  gnat  intDRat  to  tha  new  gtatis,  MM;  aa  a  queaUoB 
of  iBqolTT,  It  ia  or  a  chanetar  ao  daclaire  of  the  deaUny 
of  tha  new  Btato,  that  It  ihonld  be  mat  on  the  thrathold. 
toe;  1  nqnlaltloB  of  abeu  jnitlce  before  anj  dlatribn- 
tloB,  COS :  pnvlaiu  to  any  aalu,  It  waa  known  that  there 
wore  to  bo  certain  reeerratloni  fi>r  the  parpeaea  of  edu- 
cation and  Ictcmal  iroproTement,  (M;  what  has  been 
tbe  elfHt  of  the  conceaslon  on  the  part  of  Alabama  T 
SOI  I  the  proposition  obJbiI  and  nnequl  to  tlie  new 
SUtoa,  GOI 1  whenee  doca  the  propodtlon  soma  I  aoT. 

Ko  cesslDni  made  b^  Sbode  Island,  (14 ;  she  stood  In 
the  ant  rank  In  ttae  n'Otntlonarj  eontcat.  Hi ;  tbeee 
landi  hue  been  Bcqalred  b;  dlebnraemeBte  fHHn  the 


or  the  I 


<B,n4;E 


to  snbTert  and  deatroj  this  resoLatlon,  U4;  the  whole 
anl^ect  of  the  reealntion,  with  the  reaaosa  for  ailopting 
lt,araaoaiaD71rgiiraantalDroonBlderatlon  In  discnselng 
tha  amenlmeBt,«1S;  ttae  ceding  B(al«a  claimed  that 
Iher  rellnqBished  elalnu,  but  Barer  claimed  or  relln- 
qolahed  to  the  DnllsdBtatea  fee  simple, (IB;  hlatorj' of 
thia  iobject,  Hi;  sovereigns  of  Kimpa  never  claimed 
Boil  and  freehold  b;  right  of  dlscoferj,  fllS ;  the  London 
Compact.  (IC;  English  and  French  oolonlea,  BlI;  proc- 
laoiatlon  of  king  Oeorga  In  lltS,  «!>;  tha  rlgtata  thai 
claimed  ajid  mlea  promnlgatod  haye  never  been  qnoa- 
Uoned,  (IS ;  ttae  Atlantic  States  ftced  the  onem;  In  the 
■trag^ft>roilitencs.Bn;  the  claim  of  Fiuoe  during 
that  war,  (IT;  eiact  political  oondltlon  of  Iha  Weatem 
GouBtrr,  Id  relation  not  onlf  to  tha  colonies  but  to  En- 
lopeaD  powsra,  Ao,  (IS;  rights  of  tha  United  Btatea, 
n  Spain,  (18;  how  parchaaed. 


(19;  a 


1  Fnaoi 


marks.  OHl 

Opponenta  at  the  reeelnUan  not  Infloeneed  1^ 
motlTfa,  m ;  gentlemen  oT  all  sorts  of  poUtlcsl  o|i 
Bopport  thia  raaolutlon,  031 ; 
(his  Dctiej  fhnn  othar  moiicj.  when  paid  Into  the  ifr 
tloaal  treaaurj?  (S3;  unHlcting  oplnEtmaof  the  bAt^ 
eatesaftblsrea(dutlon,M9:  prindplea  npoe  wUcilUs 
Ooremment  Is  (banded,  (t>;  the  people  irf  the  Eiatsa 
have  ajuat  gtooBd  of  complaJnttliattblaOoTenuiieBtb 
more  rigid  than  any  other  In  the  world  En  r«gar4  to  tta 
dlapealtlan  of  theas  landi,  OB ;  report  of  a  ~>ni—mj-  la 
lT9Cl,aS;  BcHoD  of  Congreaalnlrao,  SHI;  ofOnbai  gCOg 
(ddCongraaaon  tblaqBestlaB,(Si;  the  ccaaiaBofKaia 
CaniUii*,  (M;  la  It  eqallable  that  Ola  dlTtMon  BfaeiM  t* 
mada  according  to  repreaantatkn  In  thia  Honaef  Vi; 
If  (hie  plan  la  carried  Into  ezecitlon,  the  p«op]a  of  tha 
new  Blataa  ma;  Eonvar  bid  idlen  Is  the  proipecC  rf 
having  the  title  of  the  United  Btat«  nrttngDiahed,  M; 
If  the  dedre  la  to  case  the  treanry,  let  the  Jaat  dataia 
upon  tha  Qovemment  be  paid,  Wl ;  tms  la  an  anil  ibiI 
gratlou  BTStaiD,  OS;  naolutlon  modlfled,  M. 
AtUifl  Land*,  purdkaa*rB  qf,^] 
nllcf  oC  conddend,  BOO ;  ami 
horn  the  law  H  It  now  standa,  £09 ;  I 
whole  poller  of  the  bill,  EDO ;  the  nllnqnlahcd  landi  sea 
placed  on  a  be  tter  footing  than  those  that  han  iwiK^ 
SOI ;  deeira  to  keep  the  actual  eoiUvBton  e<  the  sd 


It,  SOD;  Its  dl 


£01; 


FvtUo  LamO*,  iradmOien  to  Oa  Frita  i^f.—S—  fis^ 

Tola,  a,  9. 

PiOMb  LawU—S-  Imdtm,  ToJa  1, 1,  (;  (^  T. 

i>ura<rt  In  Ikt  Xavf,  poy  r^f.—ln  the  Senate,  the  KB  im- 
Eating  the  datlea  and  providing  the  emapeaaaxloa  Ir, 
considered,  GI8;  the preaeDt  pnetlca, SIS;  peatnrtllaM 
of  the  bin,  SIS;  the  fompenaatlon  priipim J,  (14; 
amendnwnta  proposed,  OtS ;  qnetUMi  ob  the  thlid  leai- 
iBg,  Bl( ;  It  propoaea  an  cnUre  change  of  iiinijumsaiif. 
Cl(;  II  irill  rednoe  the  compcBsatlin  ooa  halt;  Ht;  tha 
oompenaatloB  allowed.  Bit  \  aalary  eoatemplaled  hlgk« 
thuil]nslIB«l.EtT:  not  the  beat  way  to  eSesI  redbm 
by  InereaalBg  aalariea,  MT ;  all  admit  tha  erOa  "'■**-^ 
SIB;  torther  debate, na;  bUi patwd, 019. 


CMter*.  JC«awriaI  ^-~j!sa /<id«^  Tols.  1, 1,  L 


to  admit  li 


BaUnmdt,  aid  (g.— In  ttae  Honae,  a  bill  t« 

railway  machinery  ftee  of  du^,  1^ ;  motion  to  atrita 
out  the  enaeting  olanee,  ISI;  eansed  by  Jealoaiy  la 
Philadelphia  at  npli  prtuptiitj  of  BUtiuon,  13; 
ability  of  Iron  maalen  to  nimlah  whateycr  nOnA 
requite,  181 ;  only  one  third  fnnilihed  by  obi  bcted^ 
leS;  offUlng  a  bounty  on  the  Importation  of  Knlp 
iron,  188 ;  no  duty  coold  materially  beaeflt  the  ba 
maalen  In  the  Intcrlu,  133;  bill  uderad  t»  be  » 
gToesed,lBe. 

BiMH,  ITiLUiM,  on  Cadeta  at  IFeat  Point,  S;  M  tta 
amendmeBt  of  the  Kalea,  (SO;  KepreeetitaUT*  ftM 
Pennsylvania,  S7S;  on  poatpoolng  the  riaetloD  el  tl«^ 

JIdnwn,  pruMMHm  qf.~Se»  Indtm,  toL  E. 
BannoLFB,  June  V,  RepiaicuuIlTe  tnm  New  Jeney,  BK 
Rtal  EtUOtand  Simt,wiltKMoniif.~Bi*Imd*at-nLt. 
Bxnn,  TkoiLU  On  deeeaM  <<  ii£. 


-by  Google 


Bmi,  Jobs,  EoprenaUtlTe  from  UiaHstauietts,  OK ;  on 
dlatribniioB  cirthspnbllo1ud>,GR3;  on  IndliD  AJtUn, 

Jttport  IB  Ok  UHolt  on  tbe  Prealdoilt'i  BeoreUry,  ITS. 

SepritmtaUon,  ratio  qT.—Sit  Ittdes,  Toll.  i.  1, 1. 

£«preaentaUv*t^  q;miiifieaUan  qf.-^St*  IndesB^  toL  A. 

Xvil/naUm,  does  It  cmuu  ■  tucuuij  J—Sie  I*dta,  tdI.  1. 

JiMtduMm,  »Ut!>e  to  mllitu  nmrU-mutiil,  B;  nluln  lo 
odeta  It  'Wot  Point,  1  \  reUtlre  to  tha  imprvnment 
of  tba  Wabuli  Blrer,  SO ;  on  dootu*  of  imor-Oaoenl 
Brown,  51;  lelitlTB  to  mounted  ToInntAara,  TT;  0D»- 
tnocbmcnl,  BS;  on  Ib«  utjauinment  oT  Cobehu,  11«; 
on  ibln  with  Bnill,  1»;  i^tlr*  to  tlia  elutonl 
TOlM,  \K\  ralitlTO  to  the  UHolt  on  the  PraddenCl 
Becretn7, 198;  on  a  rote  dT  Ihuki  to  the  8p«*ker.  19T ; 
relitlTC  to  natlotul  palntlnfA  IDS ;  reUtlra  to  the  alnk- 
laglhad,  115,230;  ntitlTetotheKoithEuternBonn- 
duf,  181 ;  lelntiTe  to  the  Exploring  EipedlUoB,  MO ;  on 
conDtlag  the  elecUnl  vote,  £41 ;  on  oillLng  fbr  lutnc- 
tlona  cIt>d  to  Puiimn  Uaiiten,  U9 ;  relitlre  to  .doen- 
ments  reUUni  to  tk«  Pnounn  MLidoD,  IM;  on  tbe 
doMue  of  Hedfa  ThompiOD,  W> ;  nUllTe  to  Uie  Cum' 
herlnod  ronA,  US;  nUUre  to  Intunil  ImpTorameDt^ 
M5;  on  slmTory  In  tlie  IMMriot  of  ColmnU*,  iW;  to 
■aieDdtli«rulea,128;  reliXIn  U  the  Pontebutnln  Ca- 
ul and  Lonlaluu  Collego,  858 ;  en  ratrenchment,  SSO; 
ofnUafto  tbe  widow  of  John  Paulding,  ST« ;  relnttie 
to  sonotlng  the  electoral  rota,  SM ;  to  notUf  the  Praal- 
denC  elect,  SH;  on  cepilDtlng  pobllo  dooDinenli,  SW; 
ofthuka  to  thoBpejiker.Ml;  on  deMauofThorau  H. 
Beed,  414;  on  tha  deeeueoraenenl  Smyth,  08S;  on  tha 
Impcuhment  of  Jodge  Peck,  HI,  US;  on  ■  wealem 
■nooiT,  BT9 ;  OD  rafUae  lud*  Id  Tannueee,  OJV ;  on  the 
decease  of  Oabrtcl  Holmu,  (83 ;  on  dialHbBtioa  of  the 
pabllc  luda,  6§8 ;  en  poataca  on  perlodliiala,  59£ ;  on 
lafue  land*  la  Tennenea,  097 ;  nlallra  to  Weit  Point 
Academj.  Ml ;  on  enltloUon  of  Uie  tugar  cue,  Ut ;  on 
"Vfi  Point  Academy,  M»;  on  ardent  apliita  In  the 
UTf,  STO;  on  retrencbinent,  Ml;  on  the  pay  of  mem- 
ben,  tM. 
itfrmcAmjnt— In  tba  Hoaie,  a  rcaolntion  lelatlTO  to,  re- 
ported, B9 ;  the  propriety  or  the  power  to  a 
aooa  *n4  piLpeTa,S3;  acme  rcaaona  ahould 
ahow  tbe  IroportaDoe  of  TceUng  It  In 
dntlea  clurpul  open  Che  committee,  SB;  nsolntlai 
paaaed,  N ;  Jolot  resolution  reported,  IM. 

Commitlee  had  not  time  to  prepare  and  report  th< 
UUa  and  reulutlona  necswiry  to  carry  their  noommeD- 
datlono  Into  edeot,  IW ;  oiCraet  from  the  report  of  the 
minority,  IM;  foithei  ramaikl,  1>T. 

BeeolutloadltecUngan  eumlnitlooof  the 
of  Galea  &  Bnlon,  contidered,  118;  only  part  ot  Uw 

In  tha  HoDic,  a  reeolntloa  rclatlra  to  stationery 
alfored,8«i  Intended  to  prevent  the  unwan 
or  abnee  of  tbe  privilege  of  roemben,  SW 
dance  of  the  eilatence  and  extent  of  thla  i 
IkM,8««;  UnrabJeetnullalaoneweeannotrefBliM 
by  pnhUc  eoaetmant,  9<T ;  motion  to  lay  the  reaolutlon 
on  the  tnble  loet,  8«;  oljeet  of  luppljlng  membara 
with  aUIIoncry,  883 ;  I>  not  a  waate  of  public  atalloBery 
to  the  amonat  of  two  or  three  thouuDd  dollar*  worthy 
of  altentjon?  868;  Inleoded  to  prohibit  lU  application 
lo  mattera  not  coanectcd  with  tbe  boalneai  of  leglahiUon, 
MS;  woold  not  Ita  adoption  make  an  appeal  to  the 
moral  feelings  of  a  ancoeeding  Cnngreait  SS3;  a  great 
noise  bad  been  mode  on  the  acbject  of  retrenchment 
hot  after  waiting  10  long  what  had  tbe  Bonaa  received: 
888  ;  other  bllla  are  In  progreea  and  prepantloo,  869; 
better  meet  the  qoeetlon  now,  868 ;  the  Infnrmatlan  haa 
■  gone  abroad  fur  the  benaAt  of  tha  people,  810.  iSM /»- 
(fea^ToLl. 


fiOMHtM  OiiOtn.~Sf  lodaa,  red.  I. 

HU,  aiOtailoit  o/.—Su  India,  vol  G. 
SfwItMon,  tolditrt  qf  tAe.— In  the  Boo 

lUefoteo 


rablp  of  property  by  the  applicant,  150 ;  ths 
olBoen  have  no  legal  eMm  to  any  grant,  or  gratolty,  150 ; 
tbe  offloan  have  a  valid  claim,  150;  cue  of  C&ptaln 
Dehait,  161 ;  wjIob 


«  they  ei 


Uon,  II 

withheld  from  elalcru 

IBS;  can  you  eecspe  paying  thia  baUnoef  151;  ai  It 
raapeott  tbe  Eevolotionary  offleera,  Joatlce  liaa  alum- 
bered  a  long  time,  158 ;  the  decUlon  of  thii  Eanaa  vrlll 
•etUo  the  qnostion,  158;  amendment  toat,  153;  further 
debate,  154;  billa  reported,  154. 

Amandmenla  moved,  ITl ;  qooatlon  on  third  reading 
ITl :  carried,  ITI ;  bill  paiaed,  ITl. 

iqolrea  mature  conalderatlon,  148 ; 
icon  and  aoldlen  explained,  M8; 
namea  of  aoma  who  did  not  belong  to  the  regnlar  amiy, 
14S ;  thii  an  Innovation,  MB  1  then  dalm  «ueh  aa  eannot 
is  eqnl^  b*  realated,  M8 ;  one  of  the  meat  citnordlnur 
Wlla  avet  before  Congreas,  848 ;  one  aeoClon  givoa  ■  pan- 
tlon  to  a  eblld  of  a  eoldlar  of  the  laat  war,  141. 

TU  nrv<nfa  Lint.— la  the  Bonate,  a  bUl  for  the  ra- 

lleTof  the  rirglDlaeCate Line  eonaldeted,  508;  TliglnU 

alkl  nothing  of  tha  llbanlity  ol  bonntf  of  tba  Govem- 

mant,56S-,  giooDda  opoa  which  the  bill  reata,  553,  GB( ; 

waa  a  reaerratlon  made  Ibr  thoae  troopt  In  the  deed  of 

euiloDl  660;  ohUgaUon  of  the  United  Btaica  to  yield 

land  (be  tbe  aatlibctloD  of  the  wunntl,  whether  In  one 

place  or  another,  5M ;  hill  ordarad  to  be  aogroawHl,  561. 

Id  the  Eoaao,  tha  report  of  the  eomralttaa  unaldared, 

Caa  1  tha  hill,  883;  unendmenU  moved,  683 ;  the  prewnt 

lawi  an  of  a  moat  IdtUUodi  character,  684 ;  the  ameod- 

tnenta  an  calenlated  to  extend  tbe  benefits  of  the  pea- 

«lonayBtem,6ai;  It  la  laid,  it  wUI  gre-Uy  Incraaaa  tha 

amonnt  of  the  approprlatloni,  BS4 ;  amendments  olTered 

and  dlaaniaed,  tst;  1^1  ordered  to  bo  engroaaad,  888; 

qnaatloii  on  the  paaaag*  itf  tha  bill,  686;  ■  proper  Umo 

to  try  the  queetion  of  providing  Kit  tha  milltis  of  th* 

war  aa  well  as  tbe  regnlar  soldlora,  686 ;  motlan  to  to- 

eommlt,  880:  merlta  of  tbe  mlUtla^  and  thair  claim!, 

886;  other  amendmente  propoaed, 6ST ;  the  provlilou 

of  the  bill  aa  amended  a  partial  000,687;  it  provldea  Ihi 

nona  but  the  contloeDtal  Hna,  8ST;  all  or  none,  689; 

iome  wiah  to  get  the  fends  of  thia  Qovemmeot  dlatiibn- 

ted,  ahd  they  care  not  Gir  what,  OSS ;  amonnt  of  ippro- 

prlaUona,  688.    «w /wleiiv  vols.  8,  6,  :S9ldl«i-«. 

BttehMM,  lurvimina  qfian  tf.r-St4  ladta,  toL  ». 

gno^Oonaiy  Fmtitit  Slltl*M.—Btt  Indam,  loL  fi. 

BnotiMauiTy  Boaaly  Landt.—Stt  InOma,  toL  8. 

Bkodt  Idand,  odmfMlm  tif.—Bt*  Indta,  toL  L 

R!iodt  Itiand,  vote  Ibr  Freddant  in  1S18,  SH.    Bti  Iiidia, 

vole.  1,8, 4,  6^8,6. 
BiooiuMon,  Joaim,  on  tha  oaonpatlon  of  tbe  Oiegmi 
Blver,  134,  818;  Beproentatlva  IVom  Uanaohnietth 
010.    Aa /f«(Bfc  VOL  ». 
BiruT,  3ixn  W.,  BepreaentaUve  fhnu  ICalaa,  ST8.    St* 

Jkdn,  voL  a. 
Boadfl^m  SttnM  la  CMeago.    Do.,  I 
guttint.    Do., from  Omrtla  to  ifta  0\ 
dm,  vol  8.    Do.,  to  Arlttui*a*^-8t*  Iitdtx,  voL  •. 
Soad  in  Stattt  or  TtrrUoriu,  dtfhnnoa  ft««HaM.— <Sm 

/lUfM,  vol.  •. 

Roadi  and  Oanalt,  lurttyifinr.—an  Indm,  voL  T. 
BeadM,  PotL—Bu  Indue,  rola.  8, 1. 

Booda,  I'ot,  r^oi/-  g/.  in  lOui-ippl—Si*  IndM,  ToL  8, 
Boan,  JoBR,  BapnunlMlTO  from  Virginia,  STl-'iSM  A- 
dratToLOh 


,Google 


Soinm,  Aran,  Biiuior  fron  Bbodt  Uimd,  4*1   ,8mA- 

Bosi,  Bonn  8,,  Bapnnntiilln  troa  "Stv  YoA,  STS. 

BovAif,  JoHR,  OD  lh<  Lonliil]]*  A  Fartlud  Cuul,  : 
Seniitar  (Von  Kentucky,  4W;  on  Fool'i  ruoloHoi 
llw  pnblle  luda,  U8 ;  on  tta*  oOlM  of  Attoner-OeiKnl, 
001,  nO;  on  th«  pnteat  ofBce,  BU,  HI    .Sm  /wla, 

Tok.a,t. 

Ai(m  ^(Tntcr.— In  tlie  Houe,  ■  dbenaafsn  mas 
fcr  rooosaldtntlaii,  1«;  pnedaof  Uu  Hoiua,lU 
ndeo,  IM;  ■mrDdmanta  maT«d,  1M. 
A.  naohiUaa  deduing  tint  dl  (loetlau  by  the  I 


cbiBfe  of  prtctlta,  SU;  whit  ua  tha  <d)]«tloni  to  tlia 
pcopoKd  chu^r  tM;  It  would  lend  to  gnst  Ineonnn- 
lencc^  and  u  (nat  ud  DMlen  ncriflce  of  tlm^  Sn; 
attlfcUoB  to  nlterlng  tba  itudlof  roles  on  marj  lUglil 

«XuloB,tn. 

A  BeprtMUtitlTS  ongbt  nlwiTi  to  Tot*  Hvn  toot, 
SBO;  oeeulon  no  doU^.tSO;  pncUeeof  renzuylvinln, 
SBO ;  let  the  rote  be  vim  vi>«,  ud  put  on  reconl,  thit 
the  coDitltaant  mtj  know,  UOj  la  there  »aj  i 
vhj  the  preeentmade  of  clKtloo  Ii  not  ■  good  oni 
trhjth«  mode  propoeedwonldbt  better?  BM;  w 
mntenof  the  lim  bf  vhlcb  oar  coniUtoeDtt  ure  boood, 
■hd  It  Is  proper  ther  ihonld  k&ow  hov  each  man 
on  erery  law,  bat  (hi*  pitnctple  doas  not  appjy  b 
acta  when  merelf  ippolntlBg  an  lutnuneat  tn  (kel 
th«  diKharge  of  onl  daly,  SM. 

BesoloUon  of  thinka  to  tb«  Bpeakar  offkred,  401 ;  do 
the  ordinary  mice  of  order  apply  to  the  last  day  ( 

practlea  hai  decided  that  anch  aifeolDtlim  mayl 
cclTcd  OD  the  last  day,  Ul ;  appeal  to  the  Bonee 
hrther  debate.  Ml;  dedalon  of  the  Chair  enati 
«a.  3t4lnd»x,j6ir 
BnSB,  Bimxit»,  extract  from  hla  report  as  Secretary  o 
Treunry.  tOT;  XoU,  SOT;  votea  Ibr  at  Wna  Fraildeiit 


m  Ohio,  at.    Su  Iiidn, 


tnl 
Buosua,  Bcuuax, 

Tola.  8, 1. 
BcsaiLL,  WlLUAll,Bepra9enta(]Tafr(im0taIa,ETT,    AaA- 

rfl=\  TOl  ». 

AiHfian  jytaty  <»  OU  yorOtaitl,  eonlnwenUmt  of.— la 
the  Home,  a  bill  to  panlih,  eonaldered,  141 ;  otjeet  and 
necc»Lty  of  the  bill,  141 ;  haie  not  power  there  to  cany 
the  law  Into  effect  If  pisied,  141 ;  thli  doee  bo 
the  obli^tloB  to  pass  It,  141 ;  proper  that  the  House 
■bonld  Icgtulato  on  the  init(Joet,  14i;  eHpnIatlan  of  the 
treaty,  142;  complalnla  of  Bulk,  liS;  how  win  the 
panage  of  this  act  fnlfll  oar  Ireityr  143;  amendmont 
offered,  14!;  practice  of  the  United  Btatea  relatlTa  to 
Dfl^Dces  committed  lo  the  Indian  conntry,  113 ;  oompe- 
tent  to  ponlsh  any  oAiDce  of  any  of  Its  eltlceiu,  148; 
amendment  offered  and  njeoted,  148  \  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  14S. 


Baai>ytyandFUmngBmtias.~BttI<idM,-nA.l,Duttf 

SanrotD,  HinuB,  on  the  sinking  Aiad.  >»;  Benstoi  bom 
w  Tork,  4U ;  OD  a  mlUUry  pc«ce  oaubllshment,  US. 


the  pey  of  memhrn,  TO. 
Stamat,  proUeUen  iif.—Su  IttdtK,  ttOa.  8,  4. 

Stat  tf  Oinm  w  ml.~Bu  India,  tsU.  1,  t,  S,  S. 
Stent  FrtKttdtKgt,tnHlaiUem,f.— St  Jitata,yAi 
StdMm  Latm^lTK-Sti  Itidtm,  rtil^  4,a,f.aalMi 
Tol.l,,Z>  -  


BeattneU  War.—Stt  tH^at, 

Smait,  adtoDTDB  at  dose  orsseoDd  acBlaB  of  Kth  Obf^ 
DM;  eanTenesatarAandanDrnat  CoBgno.Wjit- 
foDmaat  close  of  first  seodon  of  flat  CoBgreaa,ir^ 

BnaiAWT,  Sans,  on  nanl  apprc^triitloos,  S ;  oa  1h«  MC 
DrthflUntledBtata,l<i>;(Ki  reliefto  laflro^  UI:  c 
relreachment,  IM;  on  the  dnwbad  an  njbed  wt^ 
m;  on  latteries  at  WaBhiogbm,  381.  8l*  Jadrn,!^ 
a,8.T,& 

flmn,  A.  E.,  Delegate  from  Arkansaa,  ffTT ;  *Q  a  ^sac 
armory,  BML 

[0,  Benitor  from  TeniHBt,  Mt.  Bfltdm, 


Tols.  T,  R,  IL 

Una,  SIS :  on 


H,  BepreaentatlTe  fh>at  17*1%  ftifr 
of  Dwmben,  HI ;  ea  nW 
1^  of  officen  la  the  Hornet,  «l;  ee  nt 
BnOUe  and  New  Ortoau  ro>d,  TUL    Su  Iitdm,  rri.  t 
Rbuimb,  'Viluu,  on  Indian  approprlBtlaiB,  US;  Iqn- 

fent*tlT<  ftnm  North  CaroUiiB.  Nt. 
finmjia,  Jufia,  BeprcaentatlTe  tna  Obfo,  9TT, 
Bill,  Thohis  S,  BaprescntatlTe  fRm  PouiqItiAIK 

Stt  Iitdtx,  rol  9. 
BiUBn,  NAnuKin,  on  the  drawback  oi 
on  ttie  drawback  on  angsr,  ni ;  Ssnalor  fh 


a,<ia,BB 


rcIatlnl^tB 


is-ma. 


aoejmwS,  relit/ if.— Sn  Hider,  to 

BcIukI  Landt.-lB  the  Benilp,  a  bUl  to  rellnqtilah  oertsln 
lands  In  Mlsjlaslpplfttr  schools,  *a,otinsldered,S«8;  ei- 
pliDittonotthD  blll,t3S;  the  old  States  made  a  demand 
for  Bbnllar  gracts,  139 ;  nerer  rlowed  hy  the  new  gtatai 
as  a  donsUan,S89;  new  State*  greatly  prejudiced  by 


Btnting  fKnd.-ia  the  Somte,  meoluUoB 

Bldered,«Ul;  the  Brst  relalu  to  iho  Sllh  HcthBirAt 
■Inking  fund  act,  119;  poHlans  of  tha  deM  stoE>i  Is 
puTChaaed  sooner  than  allow  the  money  to  rcna^  tlh 
Sit ;  object  of  the  second  rcaoInlloD,  nil ;  tkM  i«Ii- 
Hon  relating  to  the  pri^rletyof  compensatiaB  tjAf 
United  States  Bank  for  the  use  of  the  tHlaosiftii 
pDbUe  money.  Sit;  equity  of  the  propodtian,  St;  W- 
anoea  In  the  bank  of  EagUnd,  £11 :  the  other  rosh^H 
eiplalnsd,  9IB,  «> ;  moHon  to  reftir  the  &Hl  la  Oi  CM- 
ml  ties  on  Snanoe,  BO ;  rasalnUons  laid  m  the  tshk  S 
notion  to  refer  the  whole  snljeet  to  the  Eu^  amt 
mlttee,m;  slleietptthe  ttami  par  cant.  deH  iiq^ls 

va  or  fitur  yean  by  sdoptlng  Oi  iw- 

Sn ;  objection  to  sendlsg  fba  niDlirtlani  ts  dt 
I  committee,  191;  ftnther  detkata  ta  Iha  i^b- 
»*,  SKI,  CM ;  repett  on,  S4ft 

San  Trad«,  4frteaii.—Sf  Ado^  T^a.  1, 1.  T. 

Saet  7V(U(e,  tuppretttm  i^.—Stt  IndtK,  mk.  %  T;  1. 

AnceaVinffaUll  relattre  to  the  Afifeaa  AgaKTfa^ 
1«L 

Slattry,  mBliiUaiu  ntattra  to,  M  «• 
ill  I,  8,  and  Af(<m  ~  ~    ~ 

iSotwrv  1  n  liU  DistrM  i^r  OAimMa.— In  the  Hooa,  1  Kta 
ofmolntfons  nlatlTe  to,  eonsldared,  IM;  tta  al^ 
Hans  of  the  presmMa  ihowB  to  ba  wcB  nmaihl.W. 
thcea  who  anlbr  otUs  which  they  elone  hiTa  tk  jr^m 
tA  prerent,  are  alone  teeountable  for  thoae  erOi.  MC; 


elareiy  Is  menUoned  onght  not  to  pr 
tlons  of  the  preamble,  SOTj  another  oh  f/ 
SOS;  the  dlstriet  fs  fall  of  oomplilntt, «»,-  oti 
BOS ;  this  tnna.  and  the  Tlowt  It  ashni^  v* 
siTe  to  the  people  of  the  dlittlM  •■  t^>i« 


aeT:si 


.Google 


SIS ;  u  ■dTntlHDmt  from  tho  pabllo 
prints,  no ;  tb<  •nlijMt  eontidarwl  la  ■  nxin  eninrged 
ud  natloiiil  flaw,  tlO;  hiOaar  nnoAt,  U4;  YDta  on 

fiSmtrtr  <n  a<  ZXi<rM  ^  CMwnMo.— »s  AkIh^  TolL  0,  ». 

Sattrv,  ^tgiv,  <■  jSmUA  ^hhHco.— iSm  Adot^  toL  & 

i5(ii«i;  (utiim  o/  Indtana-Set  /itdse,  ToL  B,  OnUaanee. 

Sant,  B»parttd.—aee  Indao,  toIl  (,  >.  Z>ii,  J'SvUtee.— 
A«/nd«4<ok.l^  l,T.  Do^  lmp«rtaite»  t^.—8»t  Itir- 
Oa*,  ToL  I,  ud  Ad«,  toL  B,  ^>iiK«t  m  ItHporU,  Da, 
IndtmutUf  fir,—8i*  Jiutat,  toL  1    Ai,  Migratim 

A(»M^  BDMltnlntporlallaintf.—Sl*  IitdM,nA.9. 

Sleeps  of  Var.-Btt  Indtit,  lA.  T. 

BmaaAmKl  VtmtU.—aa» InAtu^-jA,^ 

fiwiK,  Jdbh,  tha  OH  at— .Sm  7<i<fa,  r«L  & 

Bans.  Ournt  H,  on  eadgntloD  of  IndUu,  1);  oi  (ha 
Cnmbeilud  raid  la  IndUu,  SM;  m  Bea  Imdtx, 
TuLft 

Sun,  Buim,  FrHldcnt  pro  twt.  «f  the  Scula,  iOO;  on 
the  dmrbaek  on menhudlH,  MM ;  ODlli«>liiUB(tiuid, 
giO,lM;  on  the  dltMbaUoa  of  tta*  nraniw.SlS:  Sea- 
*t»t  from  UuTlud,  40*;  on  Inttrut  due  to  isrtiln 
Btila^  «l« ;  m  »  mlUlai?  puce  ■itd>IKhm«i(,  4U,  41S ; 
jiiB  Mn1c«,  488;  on  tba  monntod  InAutiy 
n  rV  of  pnrwn  In  tha  Nitt.SIS;  on  tlie 
idOblo  nwdiBIlL     S»tTait^j6lt.i,a,*, 

BioTK,  BAmm.  i^  B«pnMnlatl«  fiom  Ponnarlnnli,  SIS. 

Sun,  Wiuuj^  oa  the  dilm  of  Ittlwni  Bongs,  WO,  Stl, 
SM;  en  the  protsat  of  Boath  CaroUBi,  «3  ;  on  rero- 
lottoBuj  peniloni,  MS ;  Tola  for  ai  Vlos  Fmddent  In 
iei8,SM;  SaoMor  tram  Soath  CaroUnn,  tOt ;  onFoot'a 
ivaolDtloa  on  tha  pabUe  Uadi,  4TT.    Stt  Indta,  toU,  E, 


bOUBDO; 
BalOmon 


BAnDnt,  on  .tb«  oDoa  of  U^or^Oenenl,  in; 
oaeeiM  dC  GSIL    «»  Atdti^  roll;  t,  T,  S,  >. 

Butib:,  Auxivnu,  BepresentetlTe  from  TIrglKli,  Sit. 
.Sata4tnnfa*RtK>liiUm.--SMAat>>,ToiM.B,t. 

fima  jfflMWoim  SUm^Si  IMea,  nit.  S,  T. 

ibaCA  Omlfita  P»(Mt— In  the  Beute,  a  pnt(«t  of  tha 
StMa  at  Boalh  OuMlu  agilDit  th«  tariff  of  IStS,  pra- 
wntodgMl;  TltwaaCBoatb  CirDUni,S«;  patrjotle oon- 
Aact  of  Booth  OuoHna,  tu ;  nmotutnuicei  of  South 
Oamlbu,  t4< ;  dUIealtr  to  tba  Bonthem  SUttw,  of  miu- 
lag  thalr  lentlmeBl*  ud  fnllogi  to  bo  made  known,  lo 
■a  to  ba  nndantood  sod  appradited,  MB;  tIow  of  the 
lUe  LegUlitDre,  £49 ;  protut  oiderad  to  be  printed,  £45. 

iSiniUain)Uwi,TotslbrF»aldantU]a3S,Wl.  SmAkIs, 
ioliI,»,g,4.0,S,8. 

Awa  CbroMno,  Me  eCotni  qf.—Bt*  HuUib,  roL  >. 

r^Mdt,  ra{(ils<i(liH>  Iff  en  Tyeaty  ^  Vi\i.—Stt  ZtdtOL, 


ioLT. 
BmoirT,  iiKa,  RapreaentaUTa  from  North  OaroUnn,  SIS ; 

OB  mllesge  of  raanben,  WS ;  on  rellaf  to  iridowi,  An, 

i£  offlcen,  is.,  of  the  Homat,  SSS. 
Smon,  AicBxoe^  EepraaaotallTa  from  Naw  York,  GTS; 

on  dlatribation  of  the  pnblla  Undl^  SOI ;  on  enltlntlaa 

of  tba  logu  oaoe,  US. 
Bfiroxb,  Biouid,  KepraaantkUra  from  Uurland,  S7S ;  on 

Sonlheni  Indiana,  SOS. 
Sruaux,  Pblm,  m  emlgnUan  of  Indtani,  IS ;  on  the  tariff 

bUl,tQ,n;ontheeaaeor'nilda,l)S;  on  thednwback 

on  raOtiad  ■a(nr,SS4;  Benator  from  Hilna,  404;  OD  ■ 

EnrgaoD-Qaoeril  li  tha  Havy,  SK.     Bit  IndtB,  Tola. 

B.9. 
BnuM,  UuBUL  a,  KqneaantatlT*  bam  ILwThad,  Bit 
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S»nnnnnT,  WiLUAir,  oa  toe  Ohio  Canal  land  gnat,  IBS; 

on  the  Ohio  Canal,  m ;  BoptaMnUUta  from  Ohio,  STT; 

ontheparoF  mamban,Tlt.    Aa /wlac^  loL  ». 
BTUtnmn,  Jum,  BepreaenCatlre  from  Tanneiiea,  STS. 
aioto  AiloiuTM,— Sm  /luin,  toI.  S. 
51.  OmtngB.^Si*  Indat,  Toli,  1,  T. 
Sruianu,  JonH  B.,  BepreHotallTa  tram  Pon>U7lTanln, 

STS ;   on  compeoiatloB  of  melobeni  S8> ;  on  Indian 

a&Jra,««S.    «M  JnAiB^  toL  >. 

PBiLuDn,  Bap[«Mn(atlTe  ttom  Fdnaiylvaala, 


BIS. 


ha  caaeotWimamlforgui,!)*; 
Ihank^  IM;  OQ  dmwbaok  oa  r^ 
n  In  repl;  to  tha  roto  of  thuikx 


la,6«;o 

SIT ;  addreli,  STT.    Bh  Inda^  Tola,  a,  t. 

B.,  oa  the  dtairbaek  on  refined  near,  Ml, 

Stt  Add,  Tola.  S,  9. 
Snwui,  AsDUT,  on  tha  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  Oanal,  lU ; 

ODr«l]ertanl]roa(l>,ies;  on  (h«  CnntMrUad  read,  SIT. 

Sf  Imdea,  rol.  ». 
abitit,J^tBUIUmtnta.—S»»Iitdtm,  toL  S. 
Smut,  BsHKT  B.,  on  naval appnqirlatloBa,B;  «  ratranoh- 

maBt,eS,8SI;  on  the  eua  of  WUUaln  Motcan,in;  on 

tha  drawback  on  reflaed  nugar,  MS,  K8 ;  Bapt«antatlTa 


SSI;  OB  aantharn  Indian^ Sli;  OBraUetloirtdoirB,£«., 
of  oSeen  of  Honot,  CSS;  oa  Indian  aflili^SSa  Bi* 
India,  Tola.  S,  T,  S,  >. 

Bmus,  Wiuun  L.,  Bepnsuitatlre  A«m  Conneellent,  m 

enovo,  Juoi,  OB  retrenahmant,  (A ;  on  land  etalai  In  Ten- 
Beaaea,UI;  eii  the  boBBdaiyUoesatOhloaikd  Indiana, 
US;  on  the  oocnpatlonofthe  Oregon  Blver,S8T;  Bntha 
tarritory  of  Enron,  SSI ;  on  tbo  Oumbarland  road,  MO ; 
BepmantaUTa  from  Kew  York,  BIS ;  on  eraapenaatloa 
ormembara,B39;onlheJadlolaiTi«IL  &«/*it«!,TOLS; 

AuMMy  If  Slattt.—aM  InOao,  toL  1 

SiairtnatAlaHlndria,rM^qfat^-St*Jiti<a,ni.t. 

Arfkrart  fa  War^Stt  Kultm,  TOL  t. 

Bagar,  drawftnal:  Mi  r<Au<I-— &<  AtWaa  oa  fiafwr^ 
ToLia 

Sugar  OamA-'-Ia  tha  Hooaet  rcaolntloni  ralaUva  to,  i^breda 
OlS;  «h7  U  thu  artlela  thni  ilnglad  oat Ibr  tha  qiedal 
fhTorof  C<mgreaat  S4S;  one  ofdaj17Baa,Bndal^l0atBBl■ 
Tenal  oonmnptton,  040;  dapraaed  atato  of  tha  eotton 
market  adda  Inlereat  to  thla  Bat4aet,«4«;  datiilK,MT; 
Una  Unda  In  the  DoRad  Statet,  MI ;  laaidBlloB  acread 
to,*4I. 

AMdoyjroMt.— In  tha  Banate,  np«t  of  the  eommltt*<^ 
DOUidend,  111;  motion  to  print, Its ;  leglalUlon  on  tha 
iol^ect  Improper,  iSft;  not  right  to  order  a  larga  BBtqbar 
of  eoplaaiiataUwTkMirwbat  th*npoitla,lSl;  Ihaaa 
petJdonabatBB  anlulBgwadga  to  maJw  tUaOoTen- 
ment  ■  nltgloiu  Inataad  of  a  aodal  and  poUUaal  InMIta- 


motlTaa  of  petltlonan  donUiaai  para^  ttl;  oonmltte* 
Aa,»S.  «M  Ah{«4  Tola.  S,  T. 
Oiurii—lB  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  anihnlia  taj  fiigr 
Jndgca  to  adfoDin  Itom  daf  to  daf  hr  twan^  dtf*,  oon- 
lldered,  and  paaaed,  18S. 
Smvtoii-GtfitnH  ^  Oa  JTaeir^Ia  tha  Senale,  a  bill  er»- 
■ting  the  ofloe  at,  eonaldered,  SM ;  BDaDdmaat  talatlTa 
to  tha  NaTj,  GSS ;  ol^ect  to  iDtrodaee  a  Bottom  of  tain- 
pennoe  In  tha  Navr,  S3§ ;  1 


I"  groft 


It  will  not  n 


Bad]'  tl 


i,S>8;  thla  law  will  ea- 
tabllah  aa  nanaaaiMrr  olio*,  GtS;  eipaileBoa  at  the 
anof  bTomUe,  SS9 ;  laTe  great  aipanae  In  Uw  medial 
dopaitmant  of  the  Mbtj,  GSt ;  bill  ordaiad  to  ba  «b- 


3imcii.ij»Dv  JoiL  &,  onlhalariffUl^Wi  B 


.Cooi^lc 


Tuurauo,  Jan 


Bv^ni,  Bunna.  BipiacaUiln  from  Naw  Jimr,  KT<L 
jPmJln,  wwiirefcii  titUreomm  wUA.—Sh  Adas,  tdI 
BviFT,  Bbtjuii,  BepmuiUtln  tnm  Vumolit,  STt.    £m 


tbc  dnrttlon  of  Ilia  nlw  of  oidar, 
401  j  BcpnHBUUn  from  Ylrglnlft,  BIL     :8n  /iuIm^ 

3bnfsmt*t,tt. 

ToBtt,  iMr*<a.—St4  iitd«B,  Tiris.  1,  0,  I.  i>s^  War.^Sm 
Imdm.nLt. 

Tatloi.  Jobs  W..  <a  mlllUt  conrti-iiurtlml,  4;  <*  tunl 
•ppn^vlftUaiii,  D  i  on  contnTeatloDi  o/  RuAlbn  trcatf , 
la;  DDUMdnirbKkoanansdiiigiU'.tgSi  «n  th>  oe- 
eiipiition  of  the  Colnmbls  Blrer,  SOS;  BcpmaasUtlTe 
from  Hnr  Yock,  DTS  j  on  dislrlbnllss  of  tha  pabUc 
ludg,  SM ;  on  nmpanHUDB  of  mcmben,  GW ;  od  mUe- 
■gs  oT  mnnbon,  M9.    Ste  Indue,  toIi.  S,  6,  T,  >. 

Tuvwiu,  L.  W^  on  tU  dnwb«k  on  n(u,  HI;  «  ti- 
ftrwUbni  to  Puuu  Uliil>l«n,  MS,  SU,  Ul ;  on  tlia 
CliMafaik*(DdOhloCuul,U«l  Bautor ftom Tligtoli, 
40*1  «i  p>7  uf  panwn  In  thg  Nitt,  SIT;  on  Iba  Im- 
pMohmut  at  Jndga  Puk,  H<L    iSaa  Indole,  Tok.  R,  1l 

Jtnimw^  odnlHto*  11^— Sm  /«iI«,  tdL  L 

nwMHu,  ToU  tu  Pmhisnt  la  IMS,  MM.  »«7iid^T«l>. 
18,*,B,«,S. 

nwHiH^  Joitd  etaiatt  ta.— Id  tha  Hmu,  ■  biU  solHld- 
•Tsd  nUtlTB  Is  utboriUBg  the  StMe  of  TaaiwMM  to 
laiu  (lUta  Ibr  sertiln  UBdk,  Ac^  111 ;  the  gnnt  t>  t« 
vnpplj  m  defleleDoj' vUch  exlite  In  tha  Bohool  limdi  of 
tha  Butt,  111;  anTlewof  Ihaproinlnaiitaeta  of  Icgli- 
Utlon  vhleb  htra  tiknn  pliue  on  Ihli  tDbJict,  lU ;  da- 
talta  of  tha  praient  atite  of  the  luidg,  !■& 

QnuiUt;  of  lanl  gieilsr  tbu  muf  lappoaa,  13S; 
prlDolpla  and  poUcf  of  the  bill  d^aotlDuble.  13S;  tha 
Blats  baa  a  legal  dalm  npnii  the  QaBcral  Ooraniment 
for  UO.O00  acim  of  land,  lat ;  ^nemeut  with  Tenno- 
•K,l)»;  tha  eonnlrj' ea>t  orTenneuoe  B<Tar,lt»;  pni. 
poaa  An  whleb  thk  rellnqsiabment  la  wiaKht,  190 ;  >t«te- 
mantof  &aa,lSO;  tba  Act  of  Confma,  ISO ;  tha  nnllad 
etatf*  «ra  not  ondai  107  obllgatlcm  to  enia  ■  fbot  of 
Kbool  land  to  tha  Btita  of  Tenaeiaee,  lU ;  North  Can- 
Una  haa  MTar  relaaiad  tha  Usltad  BMtea  from  ilabllUr 
to  Mtlaff  bar  vanuta,  Ul ;  arldanoa  of  the  obUgitlaB 
of  tha  Oanenl  QoTarnmaDt  to  make  proTlilaii  for  tha 
aapport  vt  eommoB  achoola  la  TannMase,  ISl ;  the  benn- 
Ui*  promlaed  by  North  CatollDa,  Ul;  ftirthar  debate, 
Ua,  ISi;  blU  laid  on  tha  table,  lU. 

BaaaoH  tsi  not  aboTliig  InitnoUont  of  the  L«gti- 
Wnie,  1K>;  gnnta  of  fnctlona  of  land  oonld  narsr 


nt't  apnAraucoof  antiTproTldadlbr  thaiwcapaiite  on 
tha  nllnqulihraant,  WI ;  gcntlamag  thrrn  TanneHaa 
dlugT«aattothlatnint,WT;  Uh  qaaBtUT  of  laud  pn>- 
poaaAtob*  (Inn,  IK;  land*  la  the  Stat*  bara  nevar 
beu  ■an»j'ed,Me;  lutbei  deb*ta,nS;  a^dnniinant. 

The  tm  propoattloni  eeraparrd,  SID;  oti|ectIoni  to 
the  aatalltnU,  SIB;  la  Congreai  raadj- not  onljr  to  rofuia 
tlw  ^ipllsaHoB  of  a  SUta,  but  to  go  tuthor  and  amplor 
the  offlcan  of  that  Btata  to  do  Himelblng  dirocttj  at  war 


It  Dosdltjan  attached  to  tha  ast  or  oeailo 
er  dabata,  81S;  tha  bin  la  adrouted  aa  « 
Mae,  no ;  aaaarUon  on  vhUl  tha  -who 


of  tha  putdlo  land  than  Ohio,  aW;  ■maoit  n^n 
WO ;  atatwMnta  and  ojiliiiana  of  tkaaa  wh*  Iw 
tha  amcndmaDt,  >B ;  tha  rt^t  of  Taimcaoa  la  H 
aorploB  lnola  vllUn  m  Umjta,  an ;  (no*  ^ 
-irhlnhthnfiratiifniuiili  lin  rhliii.tlOT,  Ihi  liailiwa 
poaad  on  Tnnaaee,  and  her  1iiilnr»>iiu  U  nn^ 
tham,S10;  coat  tha  Ualt^  Statca  flra  (hoBaadrsa 
Knm  to  approprlato  thaaa  land*,  Wt;  If  Ike  laai  h 
iBdlBanBt,  whf  do  70* 
819;  to  vhat  pmpoaa  wID  you  c 
amandment  b  at  var  vl  ~ 
vhlch  ought  alnra  to  h 
flinhar  debate  BHt  KI. 
rMMauH,  r^ftm  landt  te.— In  tha  Houae,  • : 

oL  alt ;  dabata  on  nftrenoe  to  a  adaet  am 
Ttrritortal  iJoMninmte.— j^aa  Indm,  tbL  4. 
nrritoriaL— Sh  7«ls^  Tola.  1.  S,  S,  4, 1 
Tot,  Jdhh.  BeprcecBtatlva  from  Indiuia,  CTT ;  m  <•» 

batlooof  thepahUoIaada,W«,«01;  on  raUtf  tavltoat 

A4L,  of  ofBean  of  Homat,  IW,  tH. 
TBOunan,  Hums,  daeeaia  <4  Ue.    Saa  Adu^  ml  (. 
TnoiosDH,  WruT,  BapraiiBtalJTO  tnm  lluiula   Kt;  a 

BoBthem  lodianh  tOS-Cll.    Sat  Iitdta,-nu.;,^t 
Tnonaax,  Jam,  Baproaatattrs  tfom  Ohio,  SH. 
TUUnfI^uid*»L—£M  Ikda,  toL  I. 

■Sm  JmUiB,  loL  1. 


Taici 


a  L,  olTen 


i>.»:if 


TaaentatlTa  from  Hair  YoA,  SIS.    Set  Imdtm.n 
JYtaion  avl  StdiUoH  d^lhi4d.—Set  IttdtM,  rti.  1 
7yaaai>n,  yunJiJnianf  iif.-^S4t  I%dia,  toI.  Ol 
7yaatioy^-St4  Iiuim,  Tola.  1,  t. 
Trtttnrn  Jfataa.-n8sa  India,  toL  (^ 
TVaiwivv,  Annnai  Biport-^Ia  tha  Bonac.  ■  m 

prints  K"  -  -      - 

Importance  ol 

not  to  bagtn  vlth  tl 

no. 

7Wa<v,  Hat  CrtttStt  Ade^  nL  »,aai  ladt^ii-k 

Ortit  Indliut  StaUaMoit. 
jyaatif<!f1^Hit,oooimimieiur  vmOtr.—Sti  tnim,yH, 
ntaly  via  Ortat  Srilalm.-'St  InOtas,  nd.  L 
TVao^r  (cilA  ,!Jj»to.-AM  r■If«ll^  ToL  ft. 
Tmrajra,  Jama,  BapnaantitiTa  tnta  "Vbfitln,  VH.  M 

Indm,  Tola,  a,  9. 
TaODP,  QaoBSa  !£,  Benator  from  Qcotgb,  4M    &<W^ 

ToLft 
Tdckkb,  Eaaama,  en  BsTolatlouiiT  aoldlna,  UO,  Smk 

TnCKn,  BnBLoia,  on  tha  deeaaaa  of  Hedct  Thi^aK 
SH;  BetirMai)latJTaftasBssthOaKdlBa,en   Afc 

dtB,tdi.9. 
Tsuim,  Daktu,  on  the  tariff  bIH,  U4.    &a  iiule^  ni-l 
n»-(UKit  roU.-8»*  I*dim,  toL  ^ 
Ttlxb,  Joan,  Senator  from  Tltginla,  «M;  gn  thtdtom' 

OananlSmrth,US;  nn  thnTlriinla  Him  nfnWfm  t«i 

BH;aiithaHa7iTl!laALexingtoaroad,UI,     &•*- 

daa^  TOU  T,  S. 


Tnlom  iXwoIiiMo*  <>f.-St  Tndta,  nL  4. 
E^ftod  Statu  osd  0«i>rvia.—&«  Ailaav  Tol  1 
CnaetUad  Balanctt.—S—  India,  TOL  S. 


;.C00^^|C 


ITmI  Poliit,  ( ;  on  Uia  deccna  of  QaBenl  Brown,  TS ; 
OB  a»  oOet  of  M4(l^at1l«nl,  ITl,  ITS;  ou  tti<  OUo 
Ouuil,lM;  on  ntr*nehniaDt,M>;  BopnunUtlTtbom 
Ohio,  BTT 1  OB  ■  'Wattni  tnaarj,  S80,  &BII;  on  illitrtliD- 
tioB  of  Ihe  pabllo  luidi,  Ki.  Su  Indtm,  tdIi.  T,  H,  «. 
TiaaiiM,  JoHH,  BipTOHntitlT*  A^ia  UuuBhoaetts,  GTD. 

F*WMl,  TOt*  ftiT  PmldiDt  iB  ISiS,  SH    5u  /ndaa,  toIs. 

«,4*,  8,8,8. 
TuFLlirci,  OcLiu  C,  OB  tha  mint  of  tlia  United  BUta^ 

IW;  BapRoantitlTe  tram  Stwlatt,  SIS;  on  poetiGD 

BB  pedodlotX  B^ ;  BO  diploButlc  oipoBSoI,  SKI    fiu 

/ftdiB,  Tola.  B,  >. 
Tiiii'i.  fYlrMarAKr  aiul  elurlittr.— &a  Indai^  ToL  1. 
VtlonftU  WatMmgUHt  TanipO:»Ewid,Bti. 
Viet  mui  Star  Admiral*,— Set  Indtai,  *al.  B. 
nog  Pratdtar*  ApptalStt  Itidtu,  toL  «. 
Flo*  A-MidMi;  pstser*  ^  Ha.— i8h  JtuUm,  vol  1. 
Tmoi,  Sunm.  f .,  on  emlf[ntlan  of  tha  lodliBB,  61 ;  on 

lud  eUlnii  In  Tcnneiaae,  ISl ;  on  tho  Ohio  Cuul, !» ; 

BepnnBtatlva  from  Ohio,  S7T.    £h  fiKfaii,  Toli,  T,  S,  >. 

Flrpinto  Um,  tWi  in  tta  faiioluUaiuiry  ^rmr,  SS8. 
PlrV<n<a  Mmiaiy  LanOt-Stt  HtdvB,  yiii,  4,  t. 
"nratnia,  Tota  fbr  Prtaldont  In  IBia,  8B1.    ^iM  /iKtai^  Toli. 

1,*,  8, 4,  6,^8. 
TM  e/  ^TprobaMon.— A<  Indta,  nd.  4 


VotoU  on^  JHoml  OhioJ,— 5a«  fiulnv  toL  B. 

Votort  JMvw.— Id  tha  Hodh,  ■  naolnUan  to  Inqnlre  Into 

tha  axpedlaooj  of  Improtlng,  conildaTBd,  BOj  itata  of 

the  river  MTlgttlon,  10 ;  obatnictlOEis,  SO ;  Importiaeo 

to  tha  Wst,  SI. 
War.  OmOuet^  at.—Su  Indtm,  voL  0. 
War,  DviaraUm  qf,  to  18I1.~,SU  Indta,  voL  <. 
Vau,  Aahib,  OB  reller  to  tbo  wldov  of  John  PtotdlnA 

SI*,    atltt-lta^-nl^. 
"ylittamnn*,  Qwatat  O,  BoprtMnUtlTO  from  JlaiyUnd, 

Wiamaeiov,  Jf[i'M''''<m  /^Tr<raM  cji:— &a  Jndsi^  vi^  & 

i)*,  JTomiwoiiC— 5m  India,  volt  B,  fl,  T. 
Vo^Uaptaa  CUy,  eaptart  i^.—Stt  /luteH,  vol  E. 
"WAns,  Jaxh  M.,  BopnsantsUva  (him  OootkU,  GV;  ob 

Bontham  Indliu,  All;  ob  the  paj  of  mamban,  TIO. 
"WBrnm:,  Dunni,  on  lh«  EnpRme  Coort,  SBS-US ;  ou  tbo 

Chaaapeake  uid  Ohio  Caul,  M7  j   ob  Initnstioni  to 

puuu  UinliMn,  H8-1B1 ;  Biuti 


s,MT;  ( 


tni. 


i,*M. 


W.,  KaproMiit«UTa  (Mai  Ifew  Ampehln, 


Wxun.JOBiiC.  oaoadeliatTMtPolst,B;  oovUI 

Teat  Paint,  ID ;  on  tha  uwnlE  on  tha  PnaMantl  Boo- 
retuy,  Itt-,  on  thednvbackon  raaaad  mgar,  MIj  OB 
(heoeoDpatJonaf  tho  Ortfon  Biter,  M;  ealBBde 
In  Tuucaaaa,  199.    As  Jflds^  toL  9. 

WMltrn  Armory.  -In  the  Hoiua,  *  naolntloil  nUtli 

Sn ;  TarioBg  imondmante  propoard  leUtlre  to  the  Held 
of  Inqnlrj,  Mt ;  tha  attompt  haa  been  made  t»  t] 
fifteen  joan  to  procon  the  eatablUluBOdI  of  an  u 
the  W«t,  MO. 

Qooatlon  of  [nitrnctlou  lo  the  CommltUe  of  Inqnlrr, 
SeO;  imptopcletr  of  lmpoalB( lertiietkuu, Htt;  tbetor- 


imiBitlon 


of  thelOe- 


l».T,». 

Wft  iVfnC  Aeadtmt/^lu  the  Hooh,  ■  ntolatliin  teUtJre 
to,  «iBtIdered,  Ml ;  Iho  isKlatlon,  Ml ;  reporU  of  the 
War  Drpaitmont  contain  Dead;  all  that  U  eooglit  far, 
HI ;  prsTlooi  dnfU  on  (ha  dapartnuDt,  643 ;  roaaoni  tor 
olbrliig  the  reaalntloD,  {4B ;  It  will  ihoir  the  petrenic* 
of  the  Inatltotlon  Is  bestowed  upon  thoae  least  In  Bead 
of  It,  «U;  amondmenta  offend,  »U;  n^eclad,  US; 
reeolatlou  lel^ned  to  the  Commlttoe  Da  MiUterf  Af- 
&ln,»U. 

Inthe  Boiue,towlnt]oiur«t*tlT«ta,o<l»r*d,l)8t;  Eba 
InatltnlloD  la  kept  ap  fcr  tha  education  of  the  iDiia  of  Uu 
noble,  U9 ;  not  proper  Ihni  lo  expand  [ha  monef  of  the 
OaversmsBt,  M(;  this  acwlamy  does  not  lolt  the  peo- 
ple of  oni  unntrf,  MO ;  fnithar  mnaiks,  610.    Sttlif 

W—l  Point  Oodats.— In  the  Honsa,  ■  raaolndon  calling  fbi 
a  list  oi;  ooaaldered,  T ;  Inlbnutlon  already  before  tho 
Hoosa,  I ;  the  Beeretatj  at  Tar  will  funlsh  it  on  appU- 
catloB,  G;  doea  Bieoutlve  patronage  grow  oat  of  tho 
miugeiiient  of  tlila  Inetltntlanl  a;  ftirtlier  debUa,  t, 
Stt  Indsr,  vol  & 

Wttt  point  TMtori.— In  tha  Honee,  i  rnoUon  to  tppn>- 
prlala  11,300  lo  ittnj  tha  expanse  ef  the  Board  at 
Vltiton,  8 ;  this  Board  nteloB,  B ;  the  allawaiuo  Bad* 
to  the  vIaiton,fi;  report  of  tha  late  Board,  0;  nporti 
prepared  fur  tha  vldtort  bebrehud.  and  all  Qxtj  hare 
to  do  Is  to  BlgB,  9 ;  &laa  In  point  of  tsaC,  9 ;  otnea  of  tlift 
diuge,  ( ;  hlatatT  Df  the  Inatltatlon,  ( ;  adraBtagta  of 
this  visitation,  8;  wrong  to  luvo  an]- great  pnbllo  Mm!- 
nary  without  anpervlaloB  or  coBbo],0;  progrciaoftbtln- 

reports  were  prepared,  10 ;  the  Seminar;  hoe  not  growB 
np  ^j  mere  military  leglslalioB.  10 ;  tha  pride,  pomp,  and 
droometaoco  which  attend  tholr  visitation,  olfJeelloB- 
Hble,10;  poor  and  merlUirloBS  stadonts  oidnded,  10; 
Instanees  to  the  contrarj  stated,  10;  motion  to  Insert 
•8,000  lest,  10;  tlfiW  cutled  tn  ooomlttea,  IL 

Amendment  explained,  11 ;  no  reaaoB  whj  the  travel- 
ling expenses  of  these  vUIUns  dmnld  Dot  be  paid,  11 ; 
tholr  datlAi,  II ;  tnthoritj  fbr  appolBtIng  the  Baud,  11; 
Importanoe  of  this  Board,  38 ;  Its  organlxatlon  neessssiy, 
IS;  pioeeedlBga  of  this  Board,  la,  IS;  amendment  lost, 
IS;  movodto  strike  oat  tbevhola  Item,  18;  as  abuse 
that  has  not  the  saacUaB  of  legislatlTe  euetmeot,  U ; 
motion  loat,  1^    St*  India,  vol  S, 

VttlttTt  XtMrt,  matiyaUini  i^.—Stt  ImdtB,  voL  B. 

WBiPTi.n,  Tioiua,  Jl,  on  naval  qipropilatlou,  <L  Bl*  In- 
Itai,voL>. 

Warrm,  Ca»iu£  P.,  Baprtaentatlva  from  Keif  Totk,  BTI. 

Wbtr,  EsVAui  D.,  BepresentatlTe  (knm  Idolilana,  SIT; 
OB  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cana,  M0L 

Wbitb,  Hdsb  L.,BeBatar  from  TanBeasas,  401 ;  on  IndUa 
sgvDcIea,  451.    Btt  SideB,  vola.  B,  ■. 

Tmn,  Jaaira  IL,  on  tutors  at  Teat  Feint,  11 ;  «n  aoil- 
gratloB  of  Indian^  It,  41;  ob  land  dalma  in  Florida, 
US;  DelegnU  (Mm  Florida,  cn.    &«  Ailei^  vola.  8;  I: 

WUItt,  Ottlr  KKrwiOH  o»  Indian  SftnaMont—Sf  In- 
Asi,voLa. 

WkUnev'l  Fount  A<^U— Aa  Indm,  vol.  4 

WninLHii,  EtasA,  ob  tha  Chea^Haka  and  OU*  OsBi^ 
Itl;  BapraaanlallTa  (torn  OUo,  nT;  on  printlBg  tbe 
Treaasrj  Beport,  SSO;  on  the  paj- of  membef^  (M.  j8H 
nidiB,  vok  T,  B. 

ViOEurn,  Ohabui  A.,  on  vlsltars  at  Vast  Point,  B ;  oa 
tliedeoeaagofaeBemlBn)wn,18;  on  tbe  tariff  Mil,  W- 
n ;  OB  tha  Chempaaka  and  Ohio  OuMl,  IM  ;  on  ninsiah- 
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prlBLlDf  pgbllt  doeqiDenti, 

Kutnckf,  Sit;  w  oonipctuiaon  ormainDgn,  D«a,  at*-. 

«  udanl  aplrlti  Id  the  NiTj,  S71 ;  on  tha  JndlelvT, 

tn.    a$t  Indtr,  ToU  T.  a,  *, 
Wtdoul  mmd  Orpliant.  pntitoiila.—St»IiuU^ycLt 
ITiLm,  Kioiup.  OB  Iba  clrctaial  TotM,  1U ;  on  Iha  dn*- 

tack  ounODed  mgir,  STI;  ob  Ohi^  clitml,  StOi  uB 

ntnnclitaaBt,  BM:  RcprmnUtlTg  froni  Oeorg(i,GT<; 

OB  dlitrjinitlaii  of  lb*  pabllo  ludi,  SBSj  on  SouUtn 

iDdJim,  ace ;  on  IdJIui  Afhln,  «M. 
ITruii,  EicMiu  B^  «im  <^— In  the  Boue,  ■  tDI  Is  an- 

tliDTtla  thi  (ui«11lDgof  iib(iud,coiiildBrod,lH;  aiswd- 

nwBt  moTod  aod  loat^  lU ;  bLU  ordarod  to  a  third  n«d- 

liftlH;  jinetlaal  effact  of  tte  Mn  la  to  idd  tUrtf -BtB4 
"lia  nanbtt  of  •!•«•  In  tka  oantrj,  IH;  will 


mAIHsh 


lalirin 


UU  Avoid  not  pan ;  ud  la  tban  uj  lnunedlita  mom- 

altr  (M  tta  dacUnDT  IH;  bin  puHd,  US. 
WDiar.  CiLTDt,  Bautor  mm  ConBacUcnt,  4Bt.    Stt  H~ 

dtm,T<)k.S,t. 
ITiLUuB,  Lirn,  oa  the  Ohio  ObiuI,  Its ;  Bapraaratitl** 

ftvm  Korth  Cinllu,  tm;  oa  B«Tohit]imu7  penalona, 

««.    Sm  Atlas.  Tok.  H,  ^  T,  8,  >. 
Ifium.  EFBnua  K,  B«pi«HntMlTa  from  Hnrliiid,  STA. 

Bt  Ado,  ToL  V. 
trnn,  AuiTiii  E^  on  tb«  tsnltoir  of  Huron,  tSA.    St*  In- 

due.  Tol  ». 
▼nraATi,  Jonra  T^  BcpnaaDtatlTa  from  Hiina,  BTt. 

tdLS. 

VooD,  BiLU,  DD  tb«  eua  of  Hud*,  Tl ;  on  tndlu  apprc^- 
■tlDiu,  IM ;  on  tha  diawbaek  OB  rafloed  ngu.  MI ;  on 
tka  onnipatloB  i«  tba  OrciroB  S1t«,I74;  ob  tha  Cb 
bailud  nad.  Ml    8h  /ndaB,  roll,  t,  T,  B,  V. 

VoopniTnT,  T-vn,  on  tha  eommena  of  tha  West,  MM; 
tht  dnvbad  on  iDgu,  til,  tU;  Stutor  from  Kov 


on  Foofi  nacteUoB  ok  U»  raUk 

VooococK,  DATin,  OB  tha  tBclff  KO,  M ;  oa  tha  cma  tt 

WUde,Ul    StJkatr.rti.l. 
Woon*,JoHir,onamlcntlaBoflDdlua,lS-38;  oaUwIirtff 

Mll.il;  OB  land  olriM  IB  Tattntmi^WK-Ml    J^  Im- 

d«,  Tela,  g,  >. 
Waianr,  Jdkk  C,  on  tba  dntj  m  irool  and  wmDaBa,  CI ;  «i 

orWllllamMa[saa,lTD;  OBiha  OUoCual^IM.    »a 

JfidaA  rok.  a,  1 
WusR.  B<ua,eiithalBlaSaanlBnin,eO;  eathetaiiC 

bm,tL    SHliidM,iiA.». 
WnmuM,  Bn  Viuui^  A 


It.  6T«.    i 


l>.B,eLlL 


TansT,  Jon,  I 

ludtB,  TtLt. 

Tiuea  JtrntoM-St*  Jtid4i 

Ytat  and  SawtrSaatt,  oi 

lU;  on  th«  LoularUla  and  PoitlBDil  Cknal,  MS;  an  O* 
Chuipaake  and  Ohio  Canal  nliacitptlon,  M7 ;  sb  piiat- 
log  iBitnetlou  t«  Paoiuna  UlBlilm,  XB ;  sb  iiiih 
pania  to  tha  batn  of  Sobeit  Fntton,  4X1 ;  a  tha  Lasli- 
TUlaudPurlland  Canal,  «0;  as  tha  nannl  <#  tba  Ib- 
il.S». 


ITI ;  OB  tba  bill  BbolMit«  tk*  offlea  of : 
ITS;  on  thaI>alBinnbnakntaThlIl,188;  ontlwOtdo 
dual  bad  En»>(<  ISt;  on  Ui*  oeoapallDB  of  th*  OdIdb- 
bla  BlTar,814;  on  tha  Beathatn  erplutlKg  aipadilta^ 
atS;anUHCUBlHrlaodBoadbt1l,S>I;  on  p(tBtfa«  thi 
Puumadocnmandi'iai;  on  relief  to  the  wldovi,  Ac.  rf 
oOODraof  HorBat,€M;  ob  ILaTolatioBaij  p«nKlaBa,ai 
Tamo,  EitanBi,  S«prtwnI«tiTa  frost  n~iti|— h>^i  art 
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